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" They that sow in tears shall reap in Joy.
He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."-PsALM cxxvi. 5,6.

WE remember being in the company of a number of Christians,
when an aged lady spoke warmly of her delight in the Psalms
of David. A stripling present responded, "Oh, I don't care for
the Psalms j I like the prophetical part of the Bible." Poor
fellow, he had much to learn, and ,his babe-beginning was only
as seeing trees walking. Not care for the Psalms? why, they are
the epitome of the whole Bible! they are the marrow and fatness
of the Word-the substance of the Scriptures in a small compass
-the use of which enlarges the heart j they are spiritual exercises
of soul, that the ever-living will find to be his meat and
drink. Not care for the Psalms? What would you and I do
without them? I pray them " they are the language of my
spiritual desires. They are, beyond all, expressions of praise and
thanksgiving.
But wherein is their blessedness and beauty? Is it that they
set forth David's heart and soul experiences when he was hunted
as a partridge upon the mountains before Saul? or, because it sets
forth the sorrows of his soul which the conduct of his ungodly
son Absalom occasioned? or does their beauty and blessedness lie
in the rejoicings of his heart when he obtained, in the strength
of his God, victories over Moab, Edom, and Philistia? or does
their preciousness lie in his taking his harp from the willows,
and singing songs in Zion for all ages? Ah! their beauty and
blessedness is seen in all these things, but yet in something far
beyond it all. Here it lies: a greater than David is in the
Psalms, and all the things spoken are the language of the Lord
Jesus Christ. And why they are so precious is, that His cries
and sighs the Church drinks into with heartfelt realization, for she
F
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becomes partaker with Him, both of His sorrows and His joys.
It would be but dull and dead work indeed, if we went no
further than the affairs of anyone man, however eminent. They
would not, oft-times, be salutary or suitable to one's exeroises of
soul; but let the prayers and praises be those of the God-Man,
and Head and members are filled with the flowings of covenant
love, and oneness to Ohrist is felt, espeoially in the constant use
of the Book of Psalms by those whose names are written in the
Lamb's book of life. We are thus taking no unoertain standing,
for our blessed Lord Himself declares that the Psalms spoke of
Him. And then their preoiousness is seen in that they lead so
into the sanotuary and the inner life of communion with God, the
holy of holies. And there we behold the glory of the Person of
Ohrist, and rejoice in His kingdom and priesthood; while, on the
other hand, we traoe His humiliation, conflicts, and sorrows,
leading up to His asoension glory.
Not care for the Psalms! then I should say there is not
much care for Ohrist. Be it ours to view them and realize them
as the daily outgoings of a soul alive to the things of God, and
as a treasure to us of inestimable value; for I doubt not, if we
studied it out, we should find every vital point of true religion
in the Book of Psalms.
Byt now to our passage, which oloses a very preoious little
Psalm of only six verses; but, short as it is, the Ohristian finds
it to be replete with savoury truth and experience. If we glance
at it primarily, it seems to be the song of the Jew delivered from
captivity in Babylon: "When the Lord turned again the captivity
of Zinn, then were we like unto them that dream."
Yes,
indeed, a change, and one so unlooked for, that they seemed as
in a dream, and could hardly realize it as a reality. That Oyrus
should make a deoree for the Jews to return to their own
country, and rebuild their oity and temple, that he should dismiss
suoh a number of oaptives, "without money and without prioe,"
was passing strange. But here was the secret; it was the will
and work of the Lord. Gyrus was but the instrument to do His
bidding; and when the Lord opens, none oan shut, and when
He shutteth, none can open. "When the Lord turned again
the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream." What a
remarkable expression !-they were like men that dreamed. It
was so sudden, so unexpected, so joyful, they oould not believe
that it was true. And is it not just so with regard to God's spiritual
Israel, when they are delivered by the mighty power and working of
the Holy Spirit from the oaptivity of Satan and the thraldom of
sin, into the glorious liberty of the children of God? They are
as "they that dream." And Satan would have them to believe
it only a dream and a delusion, and often heartfelt bondage
returns in feeling-
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" The world opposes from without,
And unbelief within;
We fear, we faint, we grieve, we doubt,
And feel the load of sin."

But what is feeling? The fact remains the same. Mighty grace
and power has set the captive free, and neither devils nor doubts
can alter it.
And then when these Zion captives were delivered from
Babylonish bondage, it is said of them also, that their "mouths
were filled with laughter, and their tongues with singing." What
a change.
They had been mourning deeply and sadly; their
harps had hung upon the willows, with all their strings loose and
untuned ; they had no heart to "sing, the Lord's song in a strange
land" ; but now their hearts are filled with spiritual merriment
and rejoicing in the Lord. Brother or sister, tried and downcast
one, you and I have known what such experience is. When the
Lord has brought us out of some deep bondage and dark trial
into liberty, think it not extravagant when I say we have jumped
for Joy.
Yet more, if I dare confess to what some would call
childish and weak. Never mind; I will tell the secret. I have
clasped my Bible, and pressing it to my lips, have kissed it again
and again, with tears rolling down my cheeks, exclaiming, "The
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad." This
was the song of the delivered Jew, and this is our song, when the
Lord has worked mightily and mercifully for us. The world'fil
laughter and the child of God's joy are very different things.
And then notice, these captive ones, now delivered, desired that
their deliverance might be accompanied by unfoldings of the
Lord's goodness and supplies of His grace to enable them to go
forward: "Turn again our captivity as the streams in the south";
working for us as wonderfully as causing rivers to appear in dry
places, and brooks and streams of water to bubble up where there
is none. So is it spiritually: the Lord's spiritual Israel not only
need the realization of salvation, which embodies a God working
deliverance from captivity, but, when set at liberty, they need the
things that accompany that salvation wrought out in their experience-such as supporting grace in their continued need, divine
help by the way, blessings from the throne of grace every day
and all the day. The deliverance is precious, but the dependance is
continued. And now follows our portion, which is a precious
deduction and divine result of this marvellous deliverance from
captivity, bringing about the joyous song of praise to the Deliverer.
"They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy. He that goeth
forth- and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." At once
this illustration brings to view the book of nature, and we think
of the farmer going forth with his seed-basket and scattering
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the seed in the furrows prepared for it. He can do no more, and
this he does with much anxiety as he watches on for the results
of his labour. Oh, it is often a weeping time with him, when,
the seed having grown, and things promise well, a hurricane
sweeps over his growing corn, and blackens and blears his expected
crop.
Personally I have seen the godly farmer downcast and
dejected as he beholds a state of things in his fields that fOl'bodes
poverty and privation; but is it not very often the case that God
is better to him than his many fears? Things, after all, improve,
prospects become brighter, and, when harvest time comes, we behold his waggons laden with sheaves being carried home to farmstead and barn. Well, in every appearance of nature the Christian
beholds the operations of a divine hand, and he feels how such
operations carry him to the wondrous works of grace.
Let us analyze it together, beloved. "They that sow in tears."
Sowing in tears; the expression seems to call up to view several
different weepers in Zion. For instance, there is the minister, the
missionary, the merchantman, and the mothel'. Glance, dear friends,
at these characters. The faithful minister of the Gospel, if he is
determined in these days of error to be firm to the truth, to
declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will hear, or
whether they will forbear, he is certain to be a weeper and sow
in tears. He has been in his closet in prayer, he has pored over
the Word of God with a melting heart, he has gone into his
pulpit on the Sabbath morning, but, alas! there is but a sparse
congregation; the old ones who did love the truth have gone to
their rest, their sons and daughters only in rare cases take their
place, and the young people like a more exciting service. Yes,
the faithful servants of God, under existing circumstances, will have
verily to sow in tears. And then, even among the gathered few,
vital godliness seems at a low ebb; living ones there may be,
but they are not lively ones; such a deadness and coldness seems
prevalent, and the man of God sighs, "Oh, where are the seals
to my ministry? where are the evidences that the Word is blessed
to the souls of the people? " Ah! he has indeed to " sow in tears,"
But we would remind such, that the cause of a faithful ministry
is with the God of the harvest: and here is the promise, accompanied with a God's shall; "They that sow in tears SHALL reap
in joy." And if even it is not joy on earth, it shall be joy in
heaven.
But again, as we have said, the true missionary of the Gospel
has indeed to "sow in tears." Oh, what must it be to arrive
in a country of heathenism? Men more like devils than men,
living in a state of barbarity and ignorance, devoid of any knowledge of God or Christ or the Holy Spirit. What hard work it
must be! What a 80Wtng in tears! I cannot think of this
expression without calling up, by way of instance, the career of
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that remarkable man, HENRY MARTYN-a man of the most
tender spirit, with a feeble frame, and yet imbued with an
earnest and irresistible desire to go into the mission field. He
tells us that when he reached Patna, and walked about the
scene of his future ministry, his spirit was overwhelmed at the
sight of the immense multitudes; but the Lord cheered him with
the words, "I am the Almighty God ; walk before Me, and be
thou perfect." But so it was with him in the vast regions of
India. Place after place there was an immense deal to encounter
and cause him distress of soul, but yet throughout the Lord
sustained him by promise and portion. And how completely with
him, while it was a sowing in tears, it was a reaping with joy.
What that dear servant of the Lord accomplished by God's
grace, in spite of a weak, frail body, is marvellous! Why, he
only lived about the same years as did his blessed Lord
and Master on earth, namely, thirty-three, and yet in that
short life he translated in to the Hindoostanee language part of
the Liturgy of the Church of England, the Parables, and the
whole of the New Testament. And then in the Persian language he rendered the Psalms and the New Testament in the
vernacular, besides exposing the imposture of the Prophet of
Mecca, and boldly declaring the truths of Christianity in the
very heart and centre of the Mahomedan empire, and wherever
the Lord called him to work. We only· mention briefly such
things to show the truth of our portion, "Those that sow
in tears shall reap in joy."
But to descend for a moment from the spiritual to the earthly.
It is not only that the minister of the Gospel and the missionary
to the heathen are "weepers," but we know it for a fact that
many a Ohl"isfian merchant, in these trying times, is a weepr!/' over
his trade books. He struggles hard to maintain his integrity in
the commercial world, but things go dead against him. There
seems something wrong with dear Old England, and a blight upon
its commerce; and no wonder, when such unholy alliances are
being made, and such public violations of God's laws are wilfully
enforced. J ehovah visits us as a nation for these things. It is
the old thing over again, "Jehoshaphat king of J udah joined
himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who did very wickedly:
and they made ships, but the Lord broke their works; and the
ships were broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish,"
(2 Chron. xx. 35.37). Such action must bring God's judgment
upon our land, and the English merchant suffers thereby in his
trade, and, in his battling with surrounding difficulties. sheds
many tears over his blasted efforts to do what is right aud well.
And then if we glance at domestic life, how many praying
mothers are weepers in Israel.
That wild and ungodly son, it
seems nothing can be done with him or for him, and he is deter-
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mined to go' to sea. The anxious mother puts a Bible into his
chest, with trembling injunctions that he will read it and think
of 'her; and when he is gone and is far away, and the wind roars
on a dark and tempestuous night around the old home, she prays
for her boy, She wrestles with her God that his heart may be
changed, and that he may be prepared for eternity. Sometimes
she lives to find her prayers have been answered, but not always.
Yet here, again and again, long after that praying mother has
gone to her rest, it is proved that her prayers and tears were
registered in heaven. A God of love has watched over her boy,
and at the set time a change is wrought, and an acknowledgment
made, that during all the days of his wildness, a mother's wrestlings
and tears haunted him, and her prayers have been answered in
the Lord's time. "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy."
But we must not overlook that blessed expression, "Bearing
precious seed";, that is, the Word of God, and the Gospel of the
grace of God, which is sown in the heart as the husbandman casts
bis seed into the ground. It is called the ~~ncorruptible seed, hecause
it continues the same. "Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever." It is precious, because it is a life for eternityan immortal life, imperishable, and perfected in Ohrist. Oh, how
careful should sowers be of what their seed baskets contain. Is it
the Word of God or the word of man they are scattering? Is it
the Gospel of the grace of God they are sowing, or another
gospel which is no gospel? The anxiety of the writer is that his
seed basket should contain nothing else than this pure and
perfect seed-no mixture-no, indeed, nothing but the precious
seed of God's truth, which shall endure, for" None can grace's crop destroy;
Threatened oft, yet still it blooms."

But we have said that our dear Lord is the pith and
quintessence of the Psalms, and that of Him, above all, it can be
said, "He that goeth forth ann weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him." Clwist was a weeper. But it may be said, but only
thrice in the Bible are we told that "J esus wept."
True;
but can it be supposed for a moment that otherwise His
humiliation was a tearless humiliation? We may trace Him
in every step of His earthly pilgrimage as "the Man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief," while His couch by night (so
to speak) "was watered by tears," and His path by day was
tracked in blood. The bitterness of His inward and unseen
sufferings, who can describe them? And, from the burden of His
heart, He told His disciples, "I have a baptism to be baptized
with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! Now
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is My sOlJ.l trimbled ; and what shall I say? Father, save Me from
this hour." And as He neared His crucifixion, He became
exceeding sorrowful unto death, the sweat standing upon His
brow, and His whole frame convulsed and shattered as He prayed,
"0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me."
VI as He not a weeper of a more intense character than any human
being can possibly be? Did He not" sow in teHrs" for His people's
redemption? He might well say, " Was ever sorrow like unto My
sorrow?" But-oh, precious fact !--all this sorrow and suffering,
sowing and shame, was but the prelude of His exaltation, His
"reaping in joy." As the wheat springs up from the grain,
which at first seems to perish in the earth, but afterwards produces an increase of marvellous growth and fruit, so by the
death of Christ a numerous company, elect of God, shall be redeemed to God. "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law) being made a curse for us, that the blessiBg of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ." The multiplying of
the redeemed is the magnifying of the Redeemer. "He that soweth
in tears shall reap in joy"; and mark, our passage says, "He shall
come again with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with Him."
This carries llS to the thought of the glorious harvest, when the
Lord Jesus Christ, the true Husbandman, shall doubtless-yes, with
certainty-" Come again with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with
Him." After describing the numbers of the tribes sealed, the
beloved John says: "After this I beheld, and, 10, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with
a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our Go~ which sitteth upon the
Here are the sheaves-Christ's
throne, and unto the Lamb."
sheaves. Carry your thoughts, dear reader, to J ude 14, "Behold,
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints," when, as St.
Paul tells us, He shall be "glorified in them, and admired in all
them that believe." Here is His bringing His sheaves with Him.
Then carry on your thoughts to 1 The3s. iv. 16, "For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." Here is
the final gathering in and completion of the harvest, not a grain
of which shall fall to the ground.
Brother or sister in the Lord, shall you be there? Shall I be
there? I tru8t so·-nay, I go beyond this-I am sure 80. Why
should the shadow of a doubt cross my mind about it? I repeat
it,-I am sure we shall be there; and I glorify the Lamb in
believing it.
THE EDITOR.
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"SPEAKING TO GOD."
"Whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the
sin of my people Israel, and presenting my s1pplicatiol1 before the Lord my
God f01' the holy mountain of my God • . . . the man Gabriel . . ..
touched me."-DANIEL ix. 20, 2l.
OH, beloved in the Lord, you do know what this is-speaking,
praying, and confessing before God, as well as pleading for others
dear to you. The divine and almighty touch is realized, that melts you
into tears of endearance to Jesus, and brings upon you an experience
better felt than described. It is this inner and upward joy of soul we
desire more and more to realize. Well, for some days past we have
been reading "the Book of Daniel" at our household morning gathering
for prayer and praise. It is a wonderful book, and sparkles with" the
deep things of God." While the savour of its teaching rests upon my
spirit, I propose making it the subject of our monthly " rYotes" to you.
Not that we can attempt to handle its wonderful prophecies and
revelations, but only point to a few of its "gems," that have brought
each morning to a real melting of soul before the Lord.
As to its prophecies, so full and important, all we can say under the
circumstances is, that it pleased God to reveal to Daniel far more
remarkable events than He had done to any other prophet, with regard
to the civil history of the world, and more particularly the Babylonian,
Medo-Persian, the Grecian or Macedonian, and the Roman, extending
from the days of Daniel to the end of the world. Then again the
Papacy is largely dealt with, and its reign and power predicted, during
which period the witnesses, or saints of God, are to prophesy in sackcloth, or in a suffering condition; but her final doom is certain and
complete.
Then, further, Mahomedanism is described as waxing exceeding great,
which prospers in its crafty power.
Infidelity also is to have its sway, and magnify itself against the
true worship of God; but all these powers will be despoiled and
crushed, and Christ shall reign f01' eve1' and eve1'.
All these themes, as we have said, are of the deepest import, and
require study and research to understand, and, above all, the teaching
and revealing of the Holy Spirit.
We must, under existing circumstances, confine our thoughts to
things in connection with the personal course and inner life of Daniel
and his fellows j and the first thing we notice is, thatGod, in His inscrutable wisdom, places His servants in positions totally
contrary to theil' fleshly feelings and desires. Daniel, who descended from
the royal family of Judah, was, when about twenty years old, carried
to Babylon, nor does it appear that he ever returned to the land of
J udah. Oh, beloved, is not this often the case with His people 1
The spots, the surroundings, are wholly distasteful to the soul of the
tender and peaceful child of God j yet there is the appointed lot and
spot. He or she would like it to be Jltdnh, but it must be Babylon.
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Oh, we love the heights of Zion, and hate the dens of Babylon! but
there is the place, and no other, that we must testify of Him and
live out the life of God's elect.
A personal reminiscence to the point flows into the mind. It was
at the time when we were bringing up a large little family; wants
were many, claims were heavy, when there came over our pathway a
black-ah! very black-cloud. I remember under it my precious wife
and self sang feelingly those lines"I kno'/\' not what may soon betide,
But Jesus knows, and will provide."
Well, a letter came, requesting an appointment some eighty miles
away from our then residence. In self-will, I threw the letter upon
the ground, exclaiming, "I will never go there." My dear wife
quietly picked up the letter, and began to arrange mattP.rs for my
journey. I found my self-will must give way. and I must go. I did
so. All was satisfactory. The appointment was obtained, and for
nine years I was located in a spot I had said I would never set foot
upon. And oh, those nine years! I would not have been without
their experience on any account. It was during those nine years
that, like the Master, I was led to go about the villages teaching,
and my testimony for Christ was largely blessed of the Lord. I
could single out many cases; one will suffice. A poor burdened,
sinful woman-yes, one who had been living openly in sin-came
into the chapel where I was preaching. The Lord met her with the
Word, brought her to contrition on account of her sins, made her
give up her evil course, and I had the gratification of visiting that
"certain woman who was a sinner," seeing her saved by sovereign
grace and mercy, and eventually, from her death-bed, witnessing her
triumphant departure to a better world. It is said of the Saviour,
"He must needs go through Samaria." Why ~ That the woman at
the well might be converted and saved, and be the means of pointing
others to her Deliverer. So, as a humble follower of the dear Lord,
I must needs go to the spot and scene I have referred to, if only to
bring about the salvation of that one soul. It was sufficient to see it
was God's will, which it was mine to obey. But the case given is
only one proof, among many, many more that might be given, that
my nine years' sojourn at a place I said, in self-will, I would not go
to, was of the Lord's guidance and ruling; and I would not be
without that nine years' discipline, training-aye, and trials-on
any account. Indeed, it was a link in one's life so important that
one can see now, that the life would not have been complete without it.
Dear reader, let us not, then, quarrel with our lot or position in
life. In many things it may be contrary to our fleshly feelings, but
be it ours to say"Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be;
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose out the path for me.

"Smooth let it be, or rough,
It will be still the best j
Winding or straight, it leads
Right onward to Thy rest.
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"I dare not choose my lot;
I would not if I might:
Choose Thou for me, my God,
So shall I walk aright."
And now let us look at another gem in the history of Daniel, namely,
He and his fellows are said to be "Children in whom was no blemish."
Daniel, as we have seen, was, at the early age of twenty, carried to
Babylon. In two years he began to prophesy, and continued to do
so throughout his captivity. Thrown, as it were, in contact with a
heathen and idolatrous king, it pleased God to sustain His servant, in
his declaration of God's win, in a remarkable way, so that by faith
he overcame the lions; in righteousness is ranked with Noah and Job;
in wisdom he excelled, "an excellent spirit was found in him"; and
in character and deportment he became so eminent that his enemies
could find no fault in him. I know that many preachers and teachers
hold Daniel up thus as a pattern of excellence for young men to follow.
We would not undervalue his character, but where did he get his
excellence from ~ I am sure his testimony would have been, "I am
what I am by the grace of God." Daniel, like all others, was born
in sin and shapen in iniquity, and this he knew and feit; for in our
portion under consideration he acknowledges himself a sinner, and
confessed his sins before God: "Whiles I was speaking, and praying,
and confessing my sin." Repentance towards God and faith in the
Lord Jesus Ohrist are the quintessence of true religion.
But we observe that, in the deep and mysterious movements of God
on behalf of His people, He sometimes uses unrighteous men as instruments to bring about His sovereign purposes. Surely the case of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is to the point: "The king spake
to the master of the eunuchs that he should bring certain of the
children of Israel, that they might stand in the king's palace." Who
put that thought into his mind, so contrary to his carnal bearing and
life ~ It was the Lord, who was about to work a series of marvellous
miracles for His own, which should stand out as monuments of His
sovereignty to the end of time. And these children to be chosen to
be in the king's palace were to be "without blemish, well favoured,
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding
science": with such abilities they should stand in the king's palace.
At once we see such, then, would stand in direct hostility to all the
magicians, and astrologers, and sorcerers, that the king had already
applied to in his difficulties, and such would prove (as, indeed, they
did) determined foes to the new comers.
Another thing the king did with these "certain of the children of
Israel"; he appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and
of the wine which he drank, that he might have them nourished to
appear in the king's court. "But Daniel purposed in his heart that
he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor
with the wine which he drank: therefore, he requested the prince of
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself," But wherein consi:sterl
this defilement ~ Everything on the king's table, it may be depended
upon, was of first-rate character and excellence. Ah! that had nothing
to do with it: the fact is, all that was spread on the king's table
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was first dedicated to his false gods. A portion of each would be
taken and laid upon the altar, would be burnt as a sacrifice to the
appointed idol; and Daniel, who by the grace of God served the true
and living God, would not partake of anything offered to idols. This,
I believe, was the cause of his determined resistlmce, and which
standing was richly rewarded by the living and true God. They
tried to shake him in his determination, and argued that he could
not be well-conditioned to stand before the king if he did not. But
he said, "Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them
give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances
be looked upon before thee, and the countenances of the children that
eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with
thy servants." The test was a complete success. At the end of the
time they "appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children
which did eat the portion of the king's meat." And God gave them,
these four children, the knowledge and wisdom they required to carry
out His will and the secrets of His covenant.
"In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar he dreamed
dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from
And now all his magicians and astrologers and the sorc,erers,
him."
and the Ohaldeans fail to interpret his dream.
Recourse at last was
had to Daniel.
God revealed unto him in a night-vision the interThen" Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the
pretation ther'lof.
name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are His," &c. ;
which brings out another feature of Daniel's strength, which lay in his
acknowledgment of his weakness and ins1ifficiency, and his enti?'e
dependance upon th~ wisdom and power of his God.
In the
interpretation of the dreams of the heathen king, he wanted all
to understand that the secrets were not revealed to him for any wisdom
he had more than any living, but that He who revealeth secrets made
known to him what should come to pass, according to His own will and
pleasure; so that when the secret was revealed to him on one occasion,
Daniel blessed the God of heaven and answered and said, ,. Blessed be
the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are His:
and He changeth the times and the seasons: He removeth kings, and.
setteth up kings: He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to
them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep and secret thing~ :
He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth III
Him."
But we cannot dwell upon points in Daniel's history without remembering those blessed kindred spirits that were his associates in trial
and triumph. Now, those that stood before the king of the children
of J udah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: and another
very precious gem in the book under consideration, to my mind, is
the answe?' of these Hebrew youths to Nebuchadnezzar, even after he h~d
spent his rage upon them because they refused to fall down and worshIp
the idol he had set up. "Now if ye be ready," said the incensed
king, "at the time ye hear the sound of the flute," and so forth, ,. to
fall down and worship the image; well: but if not, ye shall be cast into
the midst of the fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver
you out of my hands ~" Oh, memorable reply! "Shadrach, Meshach,
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and Abednego answered and said to the king, We are not careful to
answer thee in this matter." Adding those precious words of faith
and trust: "If it be so, onr God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace. And He will deliver us out of thine
hand, 0 king." It seems as if their faith became increasingly confident,
and, with an enviable emphasis, they said, "And He will deliver us."
And this brings us to point to another gem in the history before
us, namely, the presence of Christ with us in the fiery trial. At the
refusal of the Hebrew youths to bow down before the idol he had
set up, and the expression of their firm confidence in the God whom
they served, who would stand by them and, they believed, would
delivel' them, Nebuchadnezzar became "full of fury, and the form of
his visage was changed against them," and he commanded that they
should" heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to
be heated." So be it; let miserable man do his utmost against the
God of Israel and His people, it will only make his defeat the more
marked. And so it was: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were cast
into the fiery furnace; and so fierce was it, that the flame slew the
men that cast them in. But the faithful trio - how differently it
fared with them! they had no hurt, "nor was a hair of their head
singed, neither were their coats changed, nor had the smell of fire
passed on them." And wherein was the secret of this marvellous
preservation 1 The idolatrous king himself divined it: "Did not we
cast three men into the burning fiery furnace 1" And his attendants
answered and said unto the king," True, 0 king. He answered
and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the
Son of God." How did he know the Son of God? It is remarkable
he should say this; but is it not pretty evident, from this assertion
and after conclusions, that he did know Him; but in spite of all his
knowledge, and the prickings of conscience, he persevered in his evil
ways and idolatrous determination. But we leave him, to think of
that precious and soul-comforting fact, that Christ is with His people
in the furnace of trial. I am sure I do not know what I should
have done in a deep and heart-rending trial, but for His felt presence.
It assuaged my grief, stayed my tears, and I felt that whoever fails
and fades away, He abides. And so it has been again and again with
me in past times of agonizing distress; a moment's intercourse with
Him has brought me into a hallowed calm and a peace of mind
which passeth understanding. No, indeed, no harm or hurt can befall
us, if that Fourth who was with the Hebrew youths in the fiery
furnace is felt to be with us.
H Lord, it is not life to live,
If Thy presence Thou deny;
Lord, if Thou Thy presence give,
'Tis no longer death to die."
" Source and Giver of repose.
Singly from Thy smile it flows;
Peace and happiness are Thine,
Mine they are if Thou art mine."
And now time and space forbid us enlarging upon other interesting
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details of Daniel's life. Such, for instance, as Belshazzar's impious
feast-the handwriting on the wall, which he readeth and interpreteth
to the king; again, of his enemies conspiring against him to obtain an
idolatrous decree, and accusing Daniel of disregarding it, whereby he
was accused and cast into the den of lions, from which he was taken
with no manner of hurt found upon him, because he believed in his
God. Ah! it is our mercy to know"The Lord is sliII the same,
A mighty Shield and Tower;
And they who trust His name,
Are guided by His power.
He can the rage of lions tame,
And bear them harmless through the flame."
We must pass on to a later period of Daniel's eventful life. The
desolation and captivity of Jerusalem is laid upon the heart of the
Prophet, and he says, "I set my face unto the Lord." Ah! this is a
precious position; the Lord's people know what it means. "I set my
face unto the Lord." I looked upwards to the throne of grace. I
felt, in Him alone is my help, my confidence, my joy. And do notice
the blessed way in which he addresses God. Sometimes we think we
do not feel as if we could utter a word before Him, but if we can
say nothing more than Daniel's uplifting it will prove a most comprehensive prayer. He says"0 LORD, HEAR;
o LORD, FORGIVE;
o LORD, HEARKEN."
DANIEL

ix. 19.

And that upon this blessed ground, "For Thine own sake, 0 my God:
for Thy city and Thy people are called by Thy name." Precious way
of dealing with God! showing a closeness and nearness, only known to
a living soul: and this seems even more so in the next expression,
"And whiles I was speaking."
Speaking to God; telling Him all:
laying the burden of the heart at His footstool. Just simply talking
to God. "Oh, what presumption!" some would say. But no, no, It
is the hallowed familiarity of the faith of God's elect, and the Lord
encourages it-hears and hearkens.
Speaking to God. Now, dear friends, tell me, do you not know
what it is to be alone, perhaps not a human being near, and yet to
be sitting, standing, or walking, yourself talking to One who is invisible,
holding converse with an unseen Oompanion ~ Who is it ~ It i~ the
Lord. It is Ohrist, the Oompanion of your soul. The same thing
you realize, not merely in the daily walk, but in the night watches;
and possibly this more nearly to Him-alone with God. And then
you go on telling Him this, and telling Him the other, with a freedom
not of the flesh, but of faith-the freedom of faith and love; for after
all, the secret of this blessed oneness and communion is love. " Oan
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two walk together unless they be agreed 1" No; but herein is the
agreement of love, and therefore mutual outflowings.
I remember, during a visit, many years ago, to some dear Christian
friends in Wiltshire, by their request I wended my way to a small
but pleasant village in that county, to find out a dear old man of
God, whom they described as a wonder. And so he was. In a little
back cottage, amidst irrAgular buildings, I found him; yes, and in the
time-worn armchair, from which he seldom moved far, for the poor
fellow was, as we say, "eaten up with rheumatism." He had long
been a widower, and lost several children j those that still lived were
all far away across the seas. His only attendant was a kind-hearted
neighbour, who, although full worked, could somehow make time to
run in and attend to the wants of our old friend. It is often astonishing
to me how the poor help the poor, and display much more self-sacrifice
than we find manifested among the well-to-do. Well, our old cottager
was as usual in his armchair, and when he knew who I was, greeted
me with a marked welcome. I soon found he was a man who lived
very near to God j but I said to him, in the course of converse, "Do
you not sometimes find it very lonely here 1"
With warmth he
exclaimed, "Lonely, sir! never, never! Ihave Christ, and we talk together
all tht, day." Oh, what a faith-living reality! Talking to Jesus all the
day. Jesus ever near, and ever dear.
Dear old man! yours is an
enviable experience-" Alone, yet not alone" j and he was a-s happy as
a king. Oh, give me such a religion-a religion of heartfelt nearness
to Christ.
In connection with Daniel's speaking and praying to God, there is
a very precious feature we must not overlook, namely, he went into
his house, and his windows being opened in his chambt,r towards Jel'usalem,
he kneeled upon . his knees. What a sight it must ha,e been
to see the sun gilding the outlines of the Holy Oity. Beloved,
may we realize this spiritually, and praying with our looking and
longing toward the New Jerusalem, the Church triumphant, may we
by faith catch glimpses and foretastes of the glory of heaven, towards
which we are daily pressing. We are often struck with the way in
which the Lord dovetails in things in our daily experience in
connection with divine teaching and guidance. Here, as we are writing
upon this blessed nearness, and speaking to God, the post brings the
following, breathing in the very same spirit, from a valued correspondent. She writes: "We are sure the Lord knows all before we ask
Him, but He is pleased when we tell Him what we desire. When
we talk to God about the most minute concerns of every-day life,
don't you think it then becomes a habit and a joy 7I' Indeed I
do, dear friend, a hallowed habit, too, and a joy beyond expression;
and it is encouraging to find one and another understanding us in
an experience unknown to the world or to the mere professor of
religion.
But to take this" speaking to God" in another aspect, I find myself
often praying to pmy. Do not think, dear reader, I have made a
mistake, and you must run your pen through this paradoxical
expression. I mean what I say, and will explain. I know what it is
to go aside-perhaps some accustomed walk-ere I approach the Lord
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in social prayer; and there in walking and talking with the Lord Jesus
Christ,
"In silent secret of the mind,
11y God, and there my ha.ppiness, I find";

/

'.

and then letting those secret teIlings and talkings, form the basis
and blessing of my utterances in prayer before others. There you
have my meaning in praying how to pmy. And I think we have the
same in import in our Lord's own injunction, "Thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door,
pray unto thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father who
seeth in secret will reward thee openly." It may not always be the
closet ~literally), but the secret spot and place where the heart is
uplifted to God, and the Father seeth, and rewards in the open
testimony and tone, to His own glory.
But now, while we dwell upon speaking to God, in the sanctified
familiarity of a sincere love to Him, we disclaim that talking at, and
preaching at, and dictating to God which marks the prayers of the
self-reliant orators before God, to please the people. Away with it
all! It is no prayer at all. There was nothing of this character in
Daniel's speaking to God. No; it was with tender and tearful utterances that he addressed his God: such addressing flowing from heartfelt acknowledgment of his own sinfulness and the sinfulness of
Israel. It is as a sinner, and not as a saint, we would talk to God.
It is as one upon whom He has had mercy, and whom He has
favoured with special grace and love. "Oh, to grace how great a
debtor! " But mark, Daniel says, "Whilst I was speaking, and
praying, and confessing my sin." Ah! that is it. When we speak to
God, or pray to Him, there will be much tenderness and truthfulness
about our sinnership-His mercy and our unworthiness. Of course,
we keep telling Him everything He knows; and yet He loves to
listen. "A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not
despise." I do love the religion of the fifty-first Psalm, and desire to
be kept to it more and more: "Have mercy upon me, 0 God," &c.
Turn to it, dear reader, and let it become your present morning or
evening portion.
And now what was the sacred result of Daniel's thus speaking to
God, praying to Him, and confessing his sins and the sins of his people
before Him ~ Why, he says, "The man Gabriel tmoched me J'; and, a
few verses on, he tells us how he talked with him. Here then was
the divine tlYtoch and talk so precious. Many cases are given us in the
Scriptures of this divine touch. For instance, Jacob was left alone, at
one time on his pilgrim way, when there wrestled with him a Man
until the break of day. The same touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh
and it became out of joint. But was it a disastrous touch ~ Nay, It
was accompanied by inestimable blessing, and he deelared he had seen
God face to face. Gideon, also, was ordered of the Lord to make
sacrifice on account of the sins of the people. When an angel of the
Lord touched it with the staff he had in his hand, and it was consumed. Gideoll thought he had seen God face to face and must surely
die; but not so; the Lord promised blessing, and said unto him.
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"Peace be unto thee; fear not, thou shalt not die" (Judges v. 23).
It is said also of Saul, when he went to Gibeah, that there went with
him "a band of men, whose hea1't the Lord had touched." Again, Elijah,
when he fled before Jezebel, and weary lay and slept under a juniper
tree, an angel came and touched him, and bid him "arise and eat"
(1 Kings xix. 5). Isaiah, in a vision, saw the Lord in His glory, when
one of the seraphim "t01whed his lips with a live coal from off the altar,"
declaring that" his iniquity was taken away, and his sins purged"
(Isaiah vi. 7). Jeremiah a,lso tells how the Lord put forth His hand
and touched his mouth, telling him how He had that day set him
"over the nations, and over the kingdom, to root out, and to pull
down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant"
(Jeremiah i. 9). Nor can we overlook the healing touch of JesuB when
on earth, and its blessed effect upon the touched ones. Oh, then, there
is something of deep import in this divine touch; and Daniel felt it
when the man Gabriel touched him, with blessed results. And then we
have noticed, Gabriel not only touched him, but "talked" with him.
"And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 0 Daniel, I am
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." So, then, we
see the conversation was not all one-sided. Daniel tells us of "whiles
he was speaking to God"; and now we have Gideon speaking to Him.
Dear reader, our converse with Jesus is mutual,' "My Beloved is mine,
and I am His." I speak to Him, and I hear His voice speaking love
to me. This is the religion I delight in-the religion of lo\"e and
heartfelt communion and converse with my blessed Redeemer.
.. 0 Son of God, I cease to live,
Unless I live in Thee."
And now, beloved, what are the lessons we learn from a reflection
like the foregoing ~ for this is what we want-is it not ~-life-Iessons
unfoldings of the Word that shall build us up in our most holy faith,
and make us wise unto salvation: for is it not our cry to the
Lord" Teach me each moment that I live, some deep
And sacred lesson, that I may not live
In vain" P
Well, I think the first lesson we learn from our subject is that God,
who knows the end from the beginning, maps out our lives in such a
way for us, that it all must be for our gain and His glory. Daniel was,
when about twenty years old, carried to Babylon, nor does it appear he
ever returned to Judrea.
The next lesson we learn is, that God, who has mapped out our lives,
requires of us to bow submissive to His wisdom, drink in His will, and
watch and wait for the issue with trust and patience.
" While herE', to do His will be mine,
And His to fix my time of rest."
Tried and troubled one, listen to the voice of Jesus; He says, " What
I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter."
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" 0 Will, that willest good alone,
Lead Thou the way; Thou guidest best;
A little child, I follow on,
And trusting lean upon Thy breast.
Thy wonderful, grand will, my God,
With triumph now I make it mine;
And faith shall cry a joyous ' Yes! '
To every dear command of Thine."

A third lesson we lrarn from the foregoing, namely, the wisdom of
setting one's face as a flint against all forms of idolatry and evil, leaving
the issue with the Lord. "As for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord."
Further, we learn from our subject, the blessedness of pmyer and
communion with our God. I am persuaded of this, that there can
be no spiritual vigour or growth in grace without habitttal C0l11n~1tnion
with God, I find it the joy of my life; it seems to set all right: and,
with this inward stay, one can fight the fight of faith with no flinching
or fainting before the enemy. And if at times we falter, oh, do we
not know what it is, brother or sister in the Lord, to be driven back
into this stronghold-the embrace of love 1
And then, lastly, in this fight of faith we shall have in the fiery
furnace of trial the presence of JeSllS. He is nearest in the greatest
extremity. The Lord will not, depend upon it, lay upon ns more than
He will give grace to bear, and He will by His own precious presence
sustain us, even unto the end.
"As gold refined, may I come out,
In sorrow's furnace tried,
Preserved from faithlessness and doubt,
And fully purified."
We must close, but in so doing would say, if you, dear lover of the
truth of God, want a treat, and a spiritual feast from the King's table,
ask the Lord to help you hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
the book of Daniel.
Bnrton-on-T1'ent.
G. C.
CHRIST sows the seed, rains on it, and shines on it, and He is
always going on with His work; and though the man is in a dead,
dull, and uncomfortable frame, yet Christ is still continuing His work
in the soul.-Romaine.
THE saints of God cannot thrive on law only, and while they delight
in the law of God after the inward man, their hungering and thirsting
is after righteousness, not only imparted and practical, but really and
essentially "imputed righteousness," whether they formally express it
or not. Preaching the law alone is not preaching the Gospel; and al!l
vast numbers of religions teachers never preach the precious Gospel in
its clearness and fulness, it ought not to be considered uncharitable,
if those who have learned its value and pricelessness to them, conclude
that those who never preach it, in accordance with their multifarious
opportunities, really do not understand it, or they would be but too
glad to circulate it, and luxuriate in doing so.
G
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A FULL AND A FREE SALVATION.
being jltstified by faith, we heLVe peace with God throngh Jesns
Christ."-RoJ\fANs v. i.

IT was a question by Job, "How shall man be just with God 7"
Happily for the believer, that question has been fully answered by
Jesus Christ, who has appeared in human flesh as the image of the
invisible God, manifesting His holy and glorious character in all its
divine perfections; not only as a God of unsullied holiness and hater
of iniquity, but as the "Jehovah, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth," which our text abundantly testifies. The Apostle had been tracing the history of mankind back for
ages, and pointing from the Word his lost and undone condition by
nature, by reason of sin; showing how all mankind had become involved
in the ruin of the same, whether Jew or Gentile, by which man had
become shut up unto the judgment of God. He does this to set forth
J ehovah's character, as manifested by Jesus Christ.
He first tells the Romans that, by the deeds of the law, no flesh
could be justified in His sight, for by the law came the knowledge of
sin; and then sets forth the righteous character of God (or the righteousness of God) in His dealings with sin, and men as sinnen, in His
sight accounting them righteous by faith in Christ Jesus j only, as he
had previously declared, that the wrath of God had been revealed from
heaven against all unrighteousness, and that, in the bestowal of His
grace, Jew and Gentile were alike debtors to J ehovah's grace, for all
had sinned, and come short of the glory of God. So that he tells
them they were justified freely by His grace, through the redemption
that was in Christ Jesus; and that God had set Him for a propitiation
(or mercy-seat), through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission (or passing over) of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God, he adds, "To declare at this time His righteousness" (as the moral Governor of the world), "that He might be
just, and yet the Justifier of them that believe ~n Jesus." And thus
the foundation-stone of J ehovah's spiritual temple was laid in righteous
ness, as a solid foundation for a poor sensible sinner to build his hopes
of eternal life upon. "And whosoever shall fall upon this stone shall
be broken; but upon whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to
powder."
"All hail the power of Jesu's name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of All."

Thus, my poor fellow-traveller in the narrow way, has J ehovah
secured your salvation by -the blood of Jesus. You may be tossed upon
the waves of this tempestuous world; you may be encircled by seeming
adverse circumstances and dark providences, and beset with a thousand
fears; trials may appear to overwhelm your distressed soul, and unbelief
may so darken your evidences as to cause you to distrust the goodness
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of your God, so as to cause you to say, "Hath God forgotten to be
gracious 1 is His mercy clean gone for evermore 1" No; remember He
hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and" the clouds are
the dust of His feet." And these things are to bring you nearer to
Himself; so that you may know more and more of His covenant faithfulness to you in Christ Jesus, as here it is all your blessings are
stored; and He accounts you so one in Him as to be interested in
all that He has done, is doing, and will yet do; hence you are said
to be accepted in Him, made righteous in Him, and said to be seated
in the heavenlies with Him. And when J ehovah laid this foundation
for your hope, it was never to be removed, nor give way in the least,
because it is commensurate with the holiness of His character, the
righteousness of His moral government, and answers all the gracious
purposes of His love and mercy to His people; so that it nut only
obtained for you the remission of your sins, but it changed your state
as in the sight of God, according to the teaching of Christ Jesus our
Lord: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word and
believeth on Him that sent Me hath eternal life, and cometh not into
judgment, but hath passed out of death into life" (R.V.)
Here is
strength for your weakness, mercy for your misery, joy and gladness for
your sorrow of heart. And have you ever drank in those sweet words
from the fountain of living waters, "Fear not, little flock, it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom" 1 And surely His
love has been manifested towards you in giving up His only begotten
Son, and that into the hands of wicked men. Well might the Apostle
say, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us,
and gave His Son to be the propitiation for our sins."
The Son has also manifested His love for you; for He says, "Therefore doth My father love Me, because I lay down My life, that r might
take it again. No man taketh it from Me" (that is, against His will),
"but I lay it down of Myself." The Holy Spirit has shown His love
to you by entering into your heart, and causing you to cry, "God be
merciful to me a sinner." And wherever that cry has been put by His
divine power, rest assured He will never forsake the work of His own
hand, nor permit anything else to destroy His own work. Having
undertaken the great work of redemption for His people, He will
surely accomplish it in all its parts; so that the words of the text shall
have their fulfilment in all the heirs of promise. Not that the act of
faith is the cause of our salvation, only instrumentally; for God is the
great First Cause, Jesus Christ is the Meritorious Cause, and the Spirit
is the Efficient Cause. It is said to be by faith, because that is the
power by which we apprehend this great covenant blessing. Hence it
is sometimes called a looking, sometimes a seeing, sometimes a taking
hold of; but, whatever figure of speech is used, it is the gift of God,
and is peculiar to the people of God.
In another place we are said to be justified by Christ's blood; in
another, to be justified freely by His grace; "Therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all
the seed" : so that justification is not of the will of man but of the will
of God, "that no flesh should glory in His presence." And as the
mercy-seat is reared only upon the merits of Jesus Christ, so no man
G 2
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can come to the Father only by Him; neither can we receive at the
hands of the Father the mercies we need only through Him; for God
hath shut up all things unto Jesus Christ, both which are in heaven and
upon earth. Hence the Apostle says, " In whom we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own wilL" Which will be
more abundantly manifested in the dispensation of the fulness of times,
80 often called by the Apostles, the day of Jesus Christ: "For God
hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness
by that Man whom He hath ordained." That blessed period was promised
to Abraham, in the same absolute manner the other promises were
given, and came through the righteousness of faith.
And whatsoever is of faith will surely be accomplished, for J ehovah
was never known to lie or forfeit His word; and Jesus, like J oseph, had
to go down into the Egypt of this world, that all the divine promises
should be fully verified, as they most assuredly \yill be, in the time
appointed by the Father; "For to this end Christ both died and rose
again, that he should be Lord both of the dead and the living." And all
those that are brought into this blessed state of justification ryefore God,
owe their obedience to Jesus Christ, and to no human authority, however well ordered according to the traditions and teachings of men.
" Hence," said the Saviour, when upon earth, "call no man master
upon earth j for One is your Master, Christ, and all ye are brethren."
And when we daily live upon Him it is we "grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," and, by the renovating
A.nd not by
power of the Spirit, become conformed unto His image.
the adoption of any creed or ritual.
The gracious blessings He has brought unto us, the privileges He has
conferred upon us, should demand our most serious attention. \Vhen
we consider His sacred passion, His agony and bloody sweat, His
cruel mockings and un wearied labours, the hidings of His Father's
face, that He might smile upon us, so that He might meet every poor
retnrning prodigal with the reconciling kiss of afi'ection, and throw
around him for ever the everlasting arms of His covenant mercy and
faithfulness; when we contemplate how God not only made Him to be
"sin for us who knew no sin," but also made Him unto us "wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption"; we may well say,
"This is the Lord's doing, and marvellous in our eyes."
"Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tun€' my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy never ceasing,
Call for loudest songs of praise.
"Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount. 0 fix me on it,
Mount of God's unchanging love."
This unparalleled love of J ehovah shines forth in all its glory in the
Person and work of Jesus Christ, "to the glory of God the Father";
whereby" We might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before us" in the Gospel: "which
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hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which entereth into that within the vail: whither our Forerunner is for
us entered." It holds fast the poor trembling believer amidst all the
storms and vicissitudes of this changeable world; for it was formed by
Jehovah in the eternal counsel of His own will, and became a living
rea,lity for His own people, in the Person and work, resurrection and
ascension of Ohrist J eaus into heaven; and is now revealed in the
hearts of His people by the energy and power of the Holy Spirit
alone, so that their faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.
(To be continued.)

THE E D OF THE WAY.

"

My life is a wearisome journey,
I'm sick with the dust and the
heat;
The rays of the sun beat upon me,
The briars are wounding my feet;
But the city to which I am journeying
Will more than my trials repay,
All the toils of the road will ~eem
nothing
When I get to the end of the
way.
The hills that I have to climb over
Make me weary and longing for
rest,
But He who appoints me my pathway
Knows just what is needful and
best;
I know in His Word He has promised,
That my strength shall be as my
day,
And the toils of the road will seem
nothing,
When I come to the end of the
way.
He loves me too well to forsake
me
Or give me one trial too much;
All His people have dearly been
purchased,
And Satan can never claim such;
By-and-by I shall see Him and
praise Him,
In the city of unending day;
And the toils of the road will seem
nothing,
When I COlJ,J,e to the end of the
way.

"

When the last feeble step has been
taken,
And the gates of the city appeal',
And the beautiful songs of the
angels
Float'out on my listening ear;
When all that now seems so mysterious
Will be plain and clear as the day;
Yea, the toils of the road will seem
nothing,
When I get to the end of the
way.
Though now I am footsore and weary,
I shall rest when I'm safely at
home,
For I hope to receive a glad welcome,
As the Saviour Himself has said,
"Come! "
So, when I am weary in body,
And sinking in spirits, I say,
All the toils of the road will seem
nothing,
When I come to the end of the
way.
Cooling fountains are there for the
thiraty,
There are cordials for those who
are faint;
There are robes that are whiter and
purer
Than any that Nature can paint.
Then help me, dear Lord, to press
onward,
Thinking often, through each
weary day,
That the toils of the road will seem
nothing,
When I come to the end of the
way.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

"By little and little."-ExoDus xxiii. 30.
h was "by little and· little " that one of God's greatest works in
providence was effected. God drove the Hivite, the Canaanite, and
the Hittite by litUe and little. "Not in one year," He tells Israel, for
their sake, "lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field
m~ltiply against thee. By little and little I will drive them out from
before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land." So that in
the end Israel saw the last of their enemies. Thus, in His spiritual
creation, He will drive out every enemy from our breast, until we see
the last of them, when called to live and reign with Him in the
heavenly 8alem, that city of undisturbed peace and rest.
Now, beloved, if the omnipotent God, who could, had He so chosen,
have thrust out the enemy from before His chosen people by one
word-if He chose, for Israel's good, to accomplish this great work
"by little and little," surely there is a lesson here for us, that we,
too, "despise not the day of small things." God's work commences
and is accomplished in His own wisdom-working way-" Line upon
line, precept upon precept; here a little and there a little."
To·day, when the white, pure snow dazzled me, so that I can hardly
look upon it, I thought, "If this comes from heaven's storehouse of
good for the earth in His providence, Lord, how could I bear all the
glory, without the preparation for the land where glory dwelleth, and
excelleth far beyond man's highest conceptions 1 If this snow is so
pure and lovely that its glare is painful for these earthly, sin-bedimmed
eyes to look upon, what must the glory of yonder city of light be,
which is lightened by the Lamb of Glory, and shining as pure gold 1
So teach me, and make me content to learn, ' little by little'; prepare
me daily and hourly by degrees for the glorious sum total of all my
hope, when grace shall be consummated in that' far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.'"
God puts His treasure in earthen
vessels. "See, then, that ye despise not one of these My little ones,"
He says; "they shall be great in My Father's kingdom, though
oft-times treated as the offscouring of the earth now."
A dressmaker, poor in this world's goods, yet rich toward God, some
ltlW years ago, gave up her time and little front room, every Sabbath
afternoon, to teach the few children in her (then a new) neighbourhood the Word of God. Her little school grew, and the children,
who loved their teacher, rallied around her. Soon they increased
beyond the limits of her room, and so it came to taking one larger
and more convenient. Parents grew interested as they saw blessing
resulting in their children, and a service was commenced. Then, as
time went on, an iron church was built, and opened every Lord's Day
for morning and evening service, and afternoon school. The chiflf
teacher and superintendent was the dressmaker, and well do I recall
her voice leading the children in their hymns of praise. But the iron
church was not elastic, nor could its walls contain the increasing congregation; and what do I now see 1 A handsome stone building on
the spot where "this WOID"Ill" ip, hl1mble circuIIlstallces began to tell
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a few poor children "The old, old story, of Jesus and His love."
Beloved, "Despise not the clay of small things."
Again, "Behold, how great matter a little fire kindleth!" Our
attention is directed by JAMES to the tongue, which he says" no man
can tame." Most of us have experienced, in some form or other, of
this, the bitterness of an evil or a hasty word. How often have we
seen and regretted, alas! too late, the evil result of one little word.
It has gone forth to gather and increase by its next interpreter, and
on and on, like the fire in the prairie wilds, the words go, until,
although it may have been either quite unintentional or from mere
thoughtlessness in the first instance, the mischief is irremediable, the
consequences unspeakably sad, and the remorse life..Iong. Beware of
the first little spark, which, set a kindling, is quickly a flame by the
evil round of gossip and slander. "Death and life are in the power
of the tongue," says the wise man. This is one of the littles of which
we do well to beware. But let us turn to one of our Lord's littles,
which are sure to increase and multiply for our good and His glory.
Amidst a multitude of people, our Saviour stands in the plain of
the wilderness, and with His ever-ready sympathy and wonted compassion, says to His disciples, "I have compassion on the multitude,
because they continue with Me now three days, and have nothing
to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the
way." He is determined that they must be fed, and bids His disciples
arrange for them. The unthinking followers of the Great I AM overlook the fact, or perhaps they had not fully grasped the precious truth,
that Jesus' presence ensures everything needful, and they tell Him they
have nothing to present to the people. "And Jesus said unto them,
How many loaves have ye 7 And they said, Seven, and a few little
fishes." And yet that feast provided by their living Lord fed "four
thousand men, besides women and children." You remember, on
another occasion, when He would feed five thousand with five barley
loaves and two small fishes, impetuous Peter asks, "But what are they,
among so many 7" Nothing, 'in man's hand, Peter, but superabounding in God's; so much so that, when the multitude were fed, the fragments gathered filled twelve baskets.
Of "one loaf" the Great Inspirer has not thought too insignificant
to record, in the instance of the disciples' forgetfulness to take bread
with them in the ship, improving the occasion, as He did, by the
lesson of the leaven of the Pharisees, and they had the Bread of Life
with them; And, day by day, He gives His children their appointed
portion of heavenly manna now, as He fed the Israel of old with that
small, white, sweet round thing 'which they called manna, that is, portion.
And even a cup of cold water goes not unnoticed by Him who has
said, "For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in My
name, because ye belong to Christ, verily, I say unto you, he shall
not lose his reward."
Look at the small things brought into requisition, or used to bring
about large results, under divine blessing. Ravens to feed a prophet
of the Most High God. Two sticks to kindle the widow woman's fire,
to bake the last hanclf1~l of meal! It was a day of famine, and the
poor widow's faith was put to the severest test; yet she did as Elijah
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told her, made him a little cake first, and then proved that, instead of
having no more for her and her son, on the contrary, "The barrel of
meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the
It was a precious
word of the Lord, which He spake by Elijah."
result of blessing to this poor tired creature when God, even her God,
proved Himself the God of providence, and a Help to the poor and
needy in her distress. His children are oft-times put to great straits
now. They are ready to exclaim, "All these things are against me."
May they be enabled to ask within themselves, "What are all these
things that are against me to the God that is working in and for
me 1" He is for us; then who and what can be against us 1 Nothing
shall by any means harm you, dear child of God; by your losses and
crosses you will lose nothing that your God has ordained you to keep,
nor keep that which as dross He has determined to purge you from.
The great mountain becomes a plain as we draw near, the crooked
places straight, and the rough places plain; the angry billows are
hushed to rest at His beca.lming word, "Peace, be still."
" Stand thou still this day, and see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee:
Safe thyself on yonder shore,
Thou shalt see thy foes no more.
" Yea, thy God shall yet be known
Far and wide as God alone;
Every obstacle shall fall,
For thy Lord is 'Lord of all! ' "
How sweetly, too, our Lord notices these My little ones, taking a little
child for His living parable, or blessing little ones when the disciples
would have ariven them back. Oh, nothing is too insignificant for His
omniscience. "God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of
the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh
should glory in His presence."
Thus we could enumerate scriptural instances of our God's working
upon the apparently weak and insignificant things. The reader can
fill them in by his own experience. Let me ask, beloved, then, do
you know something of this working of divine power within by little
and little? Is the old man being thrust out little by little? Is King
Jesus and His claim being asserted little by little? Are the graces
being polished, and faith, even so small as the tiny mustard seed,
strengthened little by little? Is the heart and its aspirations going out
after a living and exalted Christ little by little? the well-worn pathway
to the kingdom being accomplished rightly and well, since led on safely,
little by little, by your Guide, Guardian, and Frienc11 Oh! I do think
some dear Little-faiths will creep in here, and take comfort by their
God's promise of by little and little.
May the Lord, as surely as He is driving out the old enemy within
us, "little by little," so refine and teach and fill our hearts by His grace
that, "little by little" also, His children shal1 be trained, taught, and made
'meet for the inheritance of the saints in light."
R.
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES.
THE four living creatures of Ezekiel and John afford matter for
instruction. They appear to be types of the true Ohurch in all ages.
There is agreement and diversity in the Prophet's description and
John's. The former describes them as possessing four faces-as of a
lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle; the latter describes them as each
having one face-the first of a lion, the second of a calf, the third as
of a man, and the fourth as of a flying eagle. There is no doubt the
vision is one by the same Spirit, and teaching the same truths. It is
to the vision of John, which he saw when "a door was opened in
heaven," that we would confine ourselves in this paper, simply giving
thoughts as they have fallen into the mind in quiet hours of medi·
tation.
There were two pictures presented to the mind: the first of the
whole Church of God in the world since the Lamb was slain, and was
as John saw Him in the midst of the throne-the almighty Oonqueror
of death and hell, and who, as the Lion of the tribe of J udah, had
prevailed to open the sealed book and to loose the seven seals thereof.
He only was worthy, of all in heaven and on earth, "For," as the
living creatures sang, "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 1LS by Thy
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on
the earth." There can be no question that these four living creatures
who joined in this song with the four-and-twenty elders (the representatives of the saved remnant of the Jewish Church and nation) are
properly described as the Church of the Gentiles.
They are four in number, for "They shall come from the east and
the west, the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of
God; and the children of the kingdom" (who rejected their Messiah)
"shall be cast out." They are described-the first as a lion; and
truly the Church in its beginniug was as a lion in the midst of the
forest; alone it stood in the majesty of truth and faith, dignity and
courage. As LUTHER once said, "I against the world, the world against
me," so stood the Apostles, who carried the sword of the Spirit into
the camp of the enemy, and fought a good fight, kept the faith pure
and unsullied, and finished their course with joy, though it was at the
loss of all things, even life itself.
The second was a calf (calves of a year old were young bullocks or
oxen); and the metaphor teaches that the second age of the Church
should be one of labour and patient endurance and sacrifice. It came
to pass, in truth: for hundreds of years the Church of Jesus Christ
on the earth was as an ox, labouring in quiet places, suffering in patience
and in weariness-called "a wearing out of the saints of the Most High"--and williug sacrifice for Christ's sake. One cries out in view of these
sufferings and sacrifices in one spot of the earth, the valley of the
Waldenses"Avenge, 0 Lord, Thy slaughtered saints, whose bones
Lie bleaching on the Alpine mountains cold."
The third was like unto a man, Intelligence, divine and human,
sprang forth at the era of the Reformatioll, and from the time of
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Wickliff, who gave us the Bible; out of the darkness of the darkest
ages of the world, mental and spiritual light has increased, and the
Ohurch redeemed from the earth has stood forth with the power and
intelligence of a "man in Ch1'ist" among all nations, combating errors
of every class, and gaining the victory over the wisdom of this world,
by "the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony." Since
the days of the glorious Reformation, the "New Learning" has conquered the world; it has made England what it is in the eyes of
every nation. Yes, we may say as one said of our dear native country,
"England, with all thy faults, I love thee still." Look, for instance,
at the work of the men of the last few generations-the libraries they
have filled with the precious records, and precious truths, and interpretations of truths of the Gospel, unknown to our suffering, persecuted
forefathers of more than a thousand years. The metaphor used to
describe the third living creature is a true one-of a man-the likeness
of a man. N or do we forget that our glorified Redeemer is not only
the Man of God's right hand, but He is "at the right hand of God";
and all the true manliness of man is "of Him, and through Him, and
to Him."
The fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. The activities of
Gospel service. Whenever were there such as have been the outcome
of the Reformation ~ Ohrist declared it, that "This Gospel should be
preached in all the world for a witness. Then cometh the end." So
it is towards the close of the dispensation that the figure of the flying
eagle shall fully describe the state of the Ohurch on earth. John, later
on, describes the same truth in a vision he saw of "An angel flying
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto
the nations." True, it was to be a Gospel of warning and of judgment;
but no less glad tidings to the redeemed, for the warning is helpful to
the saved, and the judgment is only for the ungodly. The Gospel must
be preached, fol' et witness. Surely, by the signs of the times we must
be drawing very near to the end. Is not the "flying eagle" abroad in
the earth-among all nations ~
The second picture is one I can scarcely touch in this paper. It has
reference to the diversity in the testimony of the two Prophets. One
saw but one face to each living creature, the other saw four faces.
Each living creature had the four different likenesses-a lion, an ox, a
man, and an eagle (not flying). The Ohurch, as it is the body of Ohrist,
is one, and each member is one. The whole body partakes of the fourfold likeness of Ohrist, as above described, and each member of the
body partakes of the four-fold image of Ohrist. Lion-like faith-ox-like
patient endurance, suffering, and sacrifice-man-like, uprightness, intelligence, zeal, and sympathy-and eagle-like activity to fly, and the
piercing eye looking into those things that are "hidden from the wise
and prudent." Ohrist in the Ohurch and in the believer is "All and
in all" by the anointing which we have received of Him. Amen.
Stone/lOuse,
W. TROTMAN.
SAUL was not so free
pardoning Paul.

III

persecuting Ohrist as Ohrist was
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YOUR JOY."

CORINTHIANS

i.24.)

IN the experience of the young Christian, when first the light of truth
bre;;lcks in upon his mind, and the bonds and fetters which previously
had made him a slave to sin, Satan, and the world are broken off, he
fully expects one continual sunshine of sacred joy and pleasure; and, if
he meets with the tried and exercised believer, labouring and complaining of darkness, and a want of love to God his Saviour, He is
almost ready to question the reality of his faith, conceiving that religion
is always attended with uninterrupted delight; but this is a wrong conclusion, and is evidently drawn more from feeling than real experience:
however, time will make, and has made, a different feeling in the experience of thousands, and that real joy is more known when the
believer has had to pass through many a dark and mysterious providence, and at length brought to say that all the afflictions, trials, losses,
crosses, and temptations have been "helpers of their joy."
1. Afflictions aTe helpers of the ChTistian's joy.-This may be considered
by the mere worldling or professor as strange indeed, but it is a fact,
which may be attested by every child of God. David said: "Before
I was afflicted I went astray, but now have I kept Thy word."
Affiictive dispensations, when sanctified, are real blessings; they tend to
deaden the affections to all around of an earthly nature, and make
the salvation of Jesus precious t:> the soul. It is true, for the present
they may be grievous, but nevertheless they "yield the peaceable fruit
of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby"; then rest assured,
tried believer, they shall be made "helpers of your joy."
2. T1"ials.-" The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord," and in this may be counted the various trials
of the people of God. " J oseph is dead and Benjamin is not," may
be the lamentation of many a good man, and in the bitterness of his
soul he exclaims, "All these things are against me"; but wait the
issue; and remember, tried believer, that your days of trial are marked
out by your heavenly Father; then rest assured that"Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

,

.

Various are the trials to which the Christian is subject; they come
sometimes from the Church, sometimes from the world, sometimes
from dear friends, "with whom we took sweet counsel, and walked to
the house of God in company," sometimes from Satan, but more frequently from within. What a nest of evil there is within the heart
of every man, but all these must "work together for good, to those
who love God"; then be assured all tTials must be included, and are
"helpers of the Christian's joy."
3. Temptations.-The Apostle says, "Count it all joy when ye fall
into divers temptations." Mark, not fall ~mcleT them. Oh, no! How
great was the temptation of Joseph in the house of Potiphar, but
listen to his holy exclamation, "How can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God 1" The enemy is always about the children of
God with his snares, and la,rp.entable it is to see, that he takes many
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captive, but we have the express declaration to the watchful Chri~tian,
"There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to
man" (1 Cor. x. 13); the promise follows in the same verse, "\Vith
the temptation, He will make a way to escape, that ye may be able to
bear it." There can be no exemption, but the further blessing in St.
James i. 12, "He that endureth temptation, when he is tried (or has
been approved), shall receive the crown of life." He shall come forth
as gold, purified and refined, as a monument of victorious grace, and
prove that even these temptations are "helpers of your joy."
4. TTibulations.-" In the world ye shall bave tribulation," is the
declaration of Jesus Christ, and every child of the kingdom must go
through tribulation in some form or other, before he can enter the
kingdom of God, and hereafter he will own that these tribulations have
been wisely appointed by One who is too wise to err. As an old writer
in one of his hymns says:" The. souls that would to Jesus press
Must fix this firm and sure,
That tribulation, more or less,
They must and shall endure."
"The very bounds of our habitation are fixed"; the man of God has
to do with an appointing and performing J ehovah. "He performeth the
thing that is appointed for me " (Job xxiii. 14). What an infinite
mercy it is for the mind to discover the hand of God in every trial and
tribulation, and experience support under them, so that in each painful
and perplexing patb, all are made to be "helpers of the Christian's joy."
Time is very fleeting, and our seasons of sorrow and joy are fast
drawing to a close; the shadows of the evening of our own life may
be folding up, previous to the dawning of eternal day, when these
"light afflictions which have been but for a moment" will be passed
and gone for ever, faith will be lost in sight, and hope in full fruition
and everlasting joy.
R. J. H.
PROSPERITY.
WHAT I am about to say, refers to a true believer only. Prosperity
in temporal things is seldom favourable to the soul's growth in grace.
But, on the contrary, deadness and carnality are too often its bitter
fruits. Bitter, because prosperity has often a fatal tendency to draw
the heart away from God and spiritual things. Then, in many a case,
commences-if grace prevent not-a secret or open tampering with
things which the conscience condemns. If persevered in, the backslider
must have the rod, and he proves the truth of the di vine record,
" Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way" (Prov. xv. 10).
Probably he rebels, till a heavier stroke brings the poor soul to the
neglected mercy-seat, in self-abasement and godly sorrow; confessing
his vileness; and casting himself once more upon the tender mercy
and faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God in Christ. And it is not
at all unlikely that he rises from his knees with a broken heart, and
with tears of contrition rolling down his cheeks. "There is hope of
a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the
tender branch thereof will not cease" (Job xiv. 7).
W. S. R.
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NOTES.

IMPULSE.

Is it WISA to act upon impulse, or upon "the spur of the moment,"
as it is called 7 As a rule we may reply decidedly in the negative.
Impulses are sometimes excellent, but, generally speaking, second
thoughts are better. It is true that some noble deeds would never have
been done if it had not been for sudden impulse; for example, if there
bad been some hesitation, and time taken to consider the risks and
difficulties of the case, how many a gallant rescue would never have
been attempted or achieved; or if prudential reasons had been allowed
to have their sway, how many a timely and generous gift would have
been withheld; but, on the other hand, how many a rash and foolish
deed would have been prevented, and how much inconvenience and
sorrow would have been averted, by careful thought and due consideration. Perhaps we are all conscious of having acted impulsively
and inconsiderately at times, but have we not had reason, with regard
to those times, to thank a gracious Father, who has overruled our
impulsiveness and want of consideration for good ~
Upon one occasion I felt a special interest in the spiritual welfare
of one of my parishioners. He was a young man, very intelligent,
and so clever in his profession that there seemed to be a brilliant
future before him; but he evidently cared nothing about religion, and
I could not induce him to attend a place of worship. On a Sunday
morning, however, I thought that I would make another attempt to
bring him under the sound of the Gospel, and so I started for our
service half-an-hour earlier than usual, and called at his house on the
way. He opened the door himself, but from the style of his dress I
could plainly see that he had no intention of going to public worship
that morning. I entered his house and sat down, and then gave him
a pressing invitation to come to the house of God. He had a good
knowledge of music, and he was an excellent singer; knowing this, I
particularly invited him to take a place in the choir, and help with
the singing that morning. But he sternly and determinedly refused.
A little irritated, perhaps, at the apparent failure of my effort, and
at his manner of refusal, I acted upon the impulse of the moment,
and said, " Well, I am come here this morning specially to bring you
to church, and I sba'n't stir from this spot until you consent to go
with me." It was an unwise speech, and I felt it to be s') the
moment after I had uttered it.
"Then," he replied, "you may sit
there in vain, for I am not going." I plied him with argument after
argument; I told him the reason why I wanted him to go, and why
I so pressed him that morning, namely, that I longed for his soul's
happiness and salvation, that time was fleeting by, and that unless
brought to know and serve the Lord here, we could never expect to
enjoy His presence and kingdom hereafter; I reminded him that the
pleasures of this world would never satisfy us, &c., &c.; but he continued to be completely inflexible, and he told me repeatedly that it was
no use talking to him, that he had made up his mind, and that although
he might perhaps go to church some other day, on that particular
day he certainly would not go. The reiteration of my arguments had
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no effect, so I changed the subject, and talked about other matters,
but still sat on. Church bells were ringing, and presently I eaw some
members of my congregation passing by, and the sight reminded me
that soon I should be obliged to leave. What was to be done ~ I
had rashly said that I would stay there until he consented to go with
me ; was I to break my word ~ How I regretted my rashness! It
was evidently of no use talking to him any more, but was there no
other means of influencing him ~ I lifted my heart upwards and
prayed for Divine help; and acknowledging my rashness and my failure,
I begged the dear Lord to do that which I coulrl. not do; I besought
Him not to allow me, if it were His will, to have to break my word,
but that, then and there, He would touch the young man's heart, and
bend his stubborn will, and cause him to accede to my request. As
I prayed, the people continued to pass by, some of the church bells
ceased to ring, and I knew that the time of commencing service was
just at hand. My case was apparently becoming really serious; if I
did not leave soon, the congregation would be kept waiting, for there
was"no one else to officiate in my place. Again I lifted up my heart,
and more earnestly than before. "Dear Lord," I said, mentally, "this
man is not too hard for Thee to influence; oh, influence him now,
and make him give way. Let not Thy poor servant be put to sha.me,
but manifest Thy power." Then the answer came. We had been
sitting in silence, my parishioner becoming rather restless, but otherwise showing no sign of changing his mind, when suddenly he sprang
up, and exclaiming, "I will go with you," ran upstairs to get his best
coat· and hat, and in another minute or two we were rapidly walking
together towards the house of God. The bells had ceased to ring
when we arrived, and the congregation had been kept waiting for a
few minutes, but no one knew the reason except my companion and
myself. I heard afterwards that great surprise was felt that he, wellknown as a non-churchgoer, should not only come to the church
service, but boldly walk forward and take a place amongst the choir;
and can I forget my feelings during the service which followed-the
deep gratitude for another gracious answer to prayer, and for help in
time of need, and the consciousness that as I endeavoured to deliver
a message for the Master, there was a new and an unusual hearer
present, who appeared to be listening with earnest attention to every
word which was uttered ~
My parishioner regularly attended the house of God for some time
after that, and he seemed to take a great interest in the services
there; he also showed some evidence of a decided change, and he was
extremely kind and ready to help in various parochial matters; but,
alas! he subsequently yielded to the power of a great temptation
which ruined his prospects, and shortened his life. One of the most
touching letters which I ever received was from his young widow,
after I had left the parish, giving me an account of his last days, in
which there seems to have been hope that he manifested true repentance, but in which he had•. to drink to the very dregs a cup of bitter
humiliation and remorse.
Another instance of impulse, slightly similar to the foregoing, but
not of so important a kind, was the following. There was a large
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village in the parish, and in it was a school presided over by a
mistress. On visiting this school one day the mistress bitterly complained to me of the conduct of one of the boys. She said that he
was completely incorrigible, that he would do nothing that ~he told
him, and that just before my visit he had been extremely rude to
her. I talked to the boy and reasoned with him, but evidently with
little or no effect. I told him to beg the schoolmistress' pardon, but
he replied, "I sha'n't." I insisted upon his doing so, but he firmly
refused. "Then," I said, "I shall make you do it; I will wait for
ten minutes (taking out my watch and noticing the time), and if you
do not ask her pardon ill that time, I shall give you as thorough a
flogging as ever you have had." The boy looked more stubborn than
ever, and showed no sign of giving way. With watch in hand, and
occasionally looking at it, I conversed with the schoolmistress and
walked to another part of the schoolroom, but I felt that I had been
rash, and that I had placed myself in an awkward position; supposing
that the boy did not give wa.y, and I administered the flogging 1-a
vision seemed to rise before me of his parents in a rage, satisfaction
demanded, the whole village excited, a lawsuit, verdict against me,
and a paragraph in the local newspapers-which would be sure to be
copied and circulated all over the kingdom-to this effect, "A clergyman fined for flogging a boy; shameful cruelty," &c.
What could I
do 1 I raised my thoughts and an earnest petition heavenwards, and
soon there was vouchsafed a gracious answer. The ten minutes having
expired, I returned to the boy, and said, "Will you beg the mistress'
pardon 1" "No, I won't," was his firm reply. "Give me the cane,
then," I said to the schoolmistress. She did so, but there was a
slight delay, as the cane was on the top of a high book-case, and had
to be got down. The boy still stood unmoved; but when I took the
cane in one hand, and grasped the collar of his jacket with the
other, and, lifting up the cane, exclaimed, "Now for the flogging,"
to my intense relief he cried out, "I will, sir; oh, I will!" and
humbly asking the schoolmistress' pardon, it was granted, and the
flogging was averted.
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

"

I PRAY the Lord to bless you and all who love His name in
Scotland, whether Kirk, Oircus, Relief, Burghers, anti-Burghers, Independents, Methodists, or by whatever name they choose to be called.
Yea, if Y01~ know a Papist who sincerely loves the Lord Jesus Christ,
and trusts in Him for salvation, give my love to him.-John Newton.
THE TIDE AND THE SOUL.-When the tide has been coming in, I
have often seen how it chafed and fretted, running into some narrowmouthed bay, filling it, swirling round, and lapping on the shores, till
by-and-by, still flowing and flowing and flowing, it filled the bay.
The tide had spent itself; there ran a smooth ripple over the surface,
and the whole bay at last was at rest. And so the soul, while yet
it is being filled, is disturbed by ripples and eddies j but by·and.by,
when it shall have been filled full of the power and presence of God,
it will be satisfied, and will be perfectly at peace, and be full of joy.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH,
J\IARDEN, KENT.
OUR dear brother has kindly furnished us with the following interesting
details of the Lord's leadings in connection with what he terms "a
somewhat chequered life, accompanied by mercies countless as the
sand." He says:I was born in the Isle of Wight, shortly after which my father
removed to Havant, but died before I was two years old, so that I
have no recollection of him. Soon after this my mot-her removed
to the outskirts of Portsea Island, where, with my three aunts, she
remained till death. Under this influence I was brought up and
taught regularly to go to church. Educated at the Diocesan School,
under Mr. JEREMIAH ANDREWS, whose name I shall ever hold in esteem,
and living at home, I was sheltered from many of the temptations
which beset a youth sent away from home to a boarding-school; and
large public boarding-schools I hold in abhorrence to this day, as too
often the nurseries for calling forth in early life many of the evils
which are found in hearts deceitful above all thing~, and desperately
wicked.
Under the genial influence of females and home life, I grew up,
giving way not so much to the coarser forms of outward sin, but
cherishing that no less hateful form of evil in the sight of a holy Godself-righteousness. I dwelt amongst those who' thought more of going
to church and taking the Sacrament, after a week's prepara iOD, than
of seeking an answer, as sin-convinced sinners, to the all-important
question, "How then shall ma.n be justified with God ~ and ho\\ can
he be clean that is born of a woman ~ I, But even at that time I had
more natural discernment than my elders, and was not satisfied with
the teaching which we had at the church we attended. I remember
making a compromise with my mother, who insisted 011 my attending
the same place of worship as herself-that if I went in the morning
with her, and also attended in the afternoon, I migh'. be allo"l\ed in the
evening to hear Mr. KNAPP, at St. John's, Portsea, about a mile and
a half distant. My mother was very strict, and I recollect frequently
being put to bed on a Saturday afternoon because I gaye "l\ay to bad
temper, which is often an easily-besetting sin to those who are of a
highly nervous temperament. I recollect also being so thoroughly
instructed by a revered aunt, who is yet alive, never on any consideration
to get wet in my feet or sit in wet clothes, that the impression made on
me of the danger connecten. with this habit was so strong that I
endeavour to act on it to this day, and, under God, attribute in no
little measure to this good advice the good health with which I am
blessed to the present time.
Having no father, my brother, who was then just starting for him·
self in business, at considerable inconvenience to himself, after I left
school, articled me to a solicitor at Chatham. Unfortunately, I did
not settle to this, and after a twelve-month, fearing my health would
give way, and having a natural desire to be a clergyman, at considerable loss (the heavy Government duty at that time having to be paid
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at the time of beingarticled, besides a good premium), and when
neither my mother nor my brother could at all afford it-at very great
personal self-sacrifice, which I hope never to forget, my brother gave
me the option of studying at Cambridge or King's College, London.
Most would have chosen the former, but having been impressed with
the practical course of theological training which was given at King's
College, I chose the latter, and entered on a three years' course in
the General Literature department of that College, to be followed by a
two years' CO'Hse in the Theological department. I shall never forget
my feelings when, in the midst of strangers, my brother left me at the
.college: his last words were to the effect, that if I did not
!lettle down now there was nothing in store for me but the Union. I
worked hard under unfavourable circumstances, as I had to commence
-afresh, and had not kept up my Latin. But the Lord stood by me
and strengthened me, and I left the College, a Theological Associate
of the First Class. It was during these five years that God met with
me and convinced me of my state as a sinner. I was in the habit of
spending every spare sixpence I had in buying up sermons, feeling I
should never have ability to make one of my own. One day at a
bookstall I bought a volume of the Rev. W. H. KRAUSE'S sermons,
and when I sat down to read them I found something altogether
different from the generality of sermons. I felt, if this is right I am
Itll wrong; and it led me to the Lord, who gradually opened my eyes
to the plague of my own heart; and whereas up to this time I had
been well satisfied with my religion, I now had to pass through the
meaning of the poet's words"The law revealed my desperate case,
And down my Babel fell."
This, added to the hearing of such ministers as lVIr. ROBES, Mr.
A.BRARAJlIS, lVIr. GRACE, lVIr. SHUTTE, who at that time hari a church
close to St. Paul's, quite altered my views as to the ministry, and I
well remember the exercise through which I passed; for before this I
was satisfied to be prepared by man for a man-made minister, now
the feeling that I was gifted for anything else rather than the
ministry was uppermost. I dare not disclCJse my feelings to my relatives, who would not have understood me, but have only given me
credit for the same fickleness which they had witnessed in me when
studying for the law. It was all between myself and God, and as the
time grew nearer for ordination my agony became more intense. I
begged and prayed the Lord to show me what was right and to keep
me from what was wrong. At last I was delivered. One night. after
begging the Lord to give me a passage from His own \Vord-under
such terrible suspense, being afraid to speak to a soul on the subject
-after haviug risen from my knees and opened Ris Word, my eye
fastened upon the words which God fastened on my heart, "Now Re
that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for
The snare was broken
your food and multiply your seed sown."
and I was delivered.
Then difficulties followed, for it was not
everyone that cared to take as curate one who believed
But here again help came. The
in the doctrines of grace.
H

\
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Rev. J AMES PROSSER, vicar of Thame, a lover and preacher of
a free-grace Gospel, wanted a curate. It seemed an open door; all
was settled, and I was anticipating my own soul growing under such a
ministry, when suddenly the door was shut. A late Bishop of Oxford,
SAl\IUEL WILBERFORCE, wanted an interview before ordination. I had
two with him in London, with the result that because I would not
teach baptismal Regeneration, he would not admit me to the examination previous to ordination. I felt it bitterly, and so did Mr. PROSSER,
and the kind letter he wrote me r prize to this day. The door was
shut in the diocese of Oxford-it was a mysterious dispensation-I
could only watch and wait. At length a sole charge was offered me in
the diocese of Peterborougb, the neighbouring parish to where a good
man named OLOSE preached. A greater contrast between the Bishop of
Oxford and the good old Bishop of Peterborough I never witnessed,
and the impression made on me at a private interview with the latter
I shall never lose. I was to be ordained to the curacy of VVorthington,
in the midst of a coal district. My mother's ambition-a very natural
one-to hear her boy preach seemed about to be gratified, when, 10,
just one week before the bishop's examination, I had a telegram at my
lodgings in Oamberwell, summoning me home at once, as my mother
was very ill. I hastened to Portsmouth with all speed, but only to
And the next
find her speechless, and unable to recognize anyone.
day she died. Oh, hew I felt broken down. The result was we took
her remains to Salisbury, and thence some ten miles by hearse to
Martin, where my father was buried; I returning to Salisbury, thence
to London, thence to Peterborough, to be there on the next morning
for a three days' examination. What but help from the sanctuary could
have carried me through such an ordeal! But I was helped, and
preached my first sermon the next Lord's Day morning, at Breedon-onthe-Hill, from the words, "Salvation is of the Lord."
I had a sermon written for the afternoon, my first sermon in my
first curacy at Worthington, where I was to take the service. And
oh, the awful feeling of independence, even of the Almigh y, that came
over me that afternoon with my MSS. before me! But it had this
effect: from that day to this I have never read a sermon from the
pulpit. The wrath, or rather independence, of man "Was made to praise
God; and, blessed be His dear name, "having obtained help of Him,
I continue to this day."
And now, in the providence of God, came shortly about my introduction, in a wonderful manner, to one of the choicest, most beloved
and faithful friends it has ever been fmy privilege to know-the late
Rev. WILLIAM L. ROLLESToN. The Ohurch Missionary Society wrote,
asking me if I would give them a sermon. I replied that I would, if
they would send to preach it a man who believed in the doctrines of
grace, like myself. After waiting some time, they wrote to me, saying
they had found such a man. On my going to the Station, I wondered
how I should get on with the stranger; but we had not walked five
minutes together before I think we both had a little taste of the
disciples' feeling, "Did not our heart burn within us ~"
This visit ended in my ultimately taking charge of Mr. ROLLEsTo~'s
two parishes of Great Dalby and Kirby, during his absence for nearly
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two years. Thence I went to Creaton, in Nort,bamptonsbire, during the
absence of the Vicar, and had not been long settled there when, through
the kindness of the late Vicar of Portsmouth, and the Rev. J. C. MARTIN,
of the Circus, the then Bishop of Winchester-Bishop SUJlINER-offered
me the incumbency of Waterlooville. This I held for some years, and
ultimately exchanged for a living in Derbyshire, near to Matlock Bath.
The house being so damp, I found I could not remain without running
tbe risk of sUffering from rheumatism or clergyman's sore throat, and
so removed to London, to help the Incumbent of Brompton Episcopal
Chapel. Being always used to country life and country people, I did
not feel settled, and, after some two years, the Lord gave me the living
of StixIyold, near Horncastle, in Lincolnshire. Here I remained some
years, during which I passed through heavy family trial. Very unexpectedly, Alderman DALE-a well·known "succourer of many, and of
myself also "-offered me a church in Leamington, which he had just
purchased; but my former associations with London led me to feel
that so fashionable a place as Leamington I was unfitted for. This
led to the Rev. Dr. WILKINSON exchanging his two parishes, Snargate
and Snave, in Romney Marsh, with me, and himself takillg the church
at Leamington. Whilst there I painfully saw the rapid inroads of
idulatry into the Established Ohurch, and one thing after another, into
which I need not here enter, as I ha\'e published a small booklet on
leaving the Establishment" entitled, "What Have I Now Done? Is
There not (( C((1(se?" This led to my resigning my living, and, without
attaching myself to any denomination, permitting a chapel to be built
for me at Marden, where Sabbath after Sabbath simple free· grace
services are held, and attended by an appreciative congregation, among
whom I am pleased to number a goodly proportion of young men and
women. Thank God for the continuance of civil and religious liberty.
I can go east, west, north, or south, with none to make me afraid;
and perhaps one of the most wonderful things, in a not altogether
uneventful life, is the fact, that the very town already referred to, where
some years ago, at the commencement of my ministry, the Bishop of
Oxford shut the door against me, is the very town where now I regularly hold a Thursday-evening service, taking a journey of nearly two
hundred miles a-week to speak to a few poor sinners, who in days
gone by were, many of them, under the very minister whose curate I
was to have been-the Rev. JAIIiES PRossER-and whose widow never
misses my weekly service. ." Behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man may shut it." "What hath God wrought!"

A WORD from God, a look from Christ, a touch from the Spirit,
will break the heart.
PEOPLE talk about looking back on a well-spent life. I look up to
Him who spent His life gloriously to redeem the life of my precious
soul; and there alone I dare to look, I thank God who has kept
me from the grosser sins of this world, but there is not a prayer
more suitable to my dying lips than that of the publican, "God be
merciful to me a sinner."-Rowland Hill.
II

--
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THE LORD'S DEALINGS, IN THEIR DIVERSITY.
ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND.

You say that you should never doubt again, had you ever had the
conviction of which I spoke. Ah! my dear friend, this is where so
many of the Lord's dear children so greatly err. In proof of the
thorough helplessness, impotency, and 'bankruptcy of poor fallen man, I
believe that none doubt or call in question the Lord's goodness,
mercy, and loving-kindness so much as those who have had the
brightest and the most blessed and conclusive manifestations of His
favour and goodwill toward them. This may appear strange, but I
am convinced of the fact, not merely upon the ground of personal
experience, but likewise of careful observation. If you ask for an
explanation of what appears so mysterious and contradictory, my
answer would be, that the clearer the manifestation, the more severe
the after-test. Of this I am confident. How prone are the Lord's
children to overlook the fact of the extreme liability to substitnte
the gift for the Giver, and to put the portion in place of the Person.
Further, such see not, until convinced of the fact by bitter experience,
how unable such are to be trusted with a gift, rich, free, and ulJmerited
as it may be. Such have yet to learn-and that by terrible things
in righteousness-how Satan and our own deceitful and treacherous
hearts incline to abuse God's gifts, and, by pride and creatme selfsufficiency, turn them to adverse account. Oh, my dear friend, in
looking back upon my own little history, how marked are those
times and seasons in which I was upon the very verge of taking
some of the most fatal and disastrous steps. But for a divine and
most gracious interposition and Almighty rescue, the consequences
would have been sad in the extreme; and, as far as memory serves,
these perils have closely followed some precious prhilege or special
inclttlgence. This goes to prove how little we are able of omselves to
use to advantage even the Lord's most gracious and invaluable gifts
and bestowments. He must guat·cl as ,well guicle., 'Ve are never in
greater danger than when we least suspect it. Although I have
crossed the Irish Channel upwards of sixty times, in voyaging we
never so nearly came to grief as upon the first and one of the last
crossings. Upon the former occasion the sea was so perfectly smooth,
and the stars so brilliant and so low down in the horizon, that a ship's
light was mistaken for a star.
The consequence was that, the
captain being below and the crew off their guard, we had the
narrowest escape from a collision; the result of which, under the
circumstances, would, without doubt, have been most disastrous.
Upon the last occasion to which I referred, through some
miscalculation, the steamer had all but run upon the rocks, when
near the harbour, and that, too, upon a smooth sea. Mid-channel,
upon another calm night, we lost one of the crew overboard,
who, it was supposed, was overcome with drowsiness, against which
he had previously been warned.
Now these are the only
instances (except once in a dense fog) in which I remember a
,calamity to have occurred, or very nearly to have happened. I
ascribe it, under God, to the fact, that it was unusually rough and
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tempestuous when I crossed the Channel, consequently both Captain
and crew were upon the alert, and the greater care and closer
watchfulness exercised. And sure I am that this strictly applies to
the Gospel mariner, and is a substantial reason for the great Captain
of salvation's limiting the freedom and the liberty so likely to be
abused, in the event of too great indulgence and too manifold
privileges being vouchsafed. I believe Dr. V.,rATTS had an insight
into these verities, when he wrote" We should suspect some dangB1' nigh,
When we possess delight."
How emphatic was the language of the prophet Samuel, as addressed
to Saul, "When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not
made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king
over 15raeI1" (1 Sam. xv. 17.) How soon after that marvellous manife5tation to David, as recorded in 2 Samuel vii., did he fall into those
awful sins which sent him with broken bones to his grave. Never did
Peter get such a rebuke from his loved and loving Lord, with a "Get
thee behind Me, Satan," as when, in the vain exercise of his puny reason
and creature self-sufficiency, he abused the so gracious recognition,
"Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven." Lest he should be
exalted above measure, tbrough the abundance of the revelation, Paul
had to encounter a thorn in the flesh, after being caught up into
Paradise.
I lay stress upon these facts, not with a view of underrating God's
gifts-by no means-nor with the least view of seeking to satisfy souls
with a low or undecided condition. I have no wish whatever to raise
their doubts or foster their fears. My wish and aim is, to show that
the Lord has a purpose-and that a loving and a gracious one-in not
dealing with them as He has seen fit to deal with others; to whom, by
plain word and testimony, He has opened out His mind, and made known
His sacred will and pleasure. But I have already intimated that such
revelations are followed with the strictest scrutiny and the keenest trial,
the most unmistakable Fatherly discipline. Ah! mark the striking
language toucbing the so remarkably arrested Saul of Tarsus, "I will
show him how gr.eat things he shall suffer for My sake."
Contemplate the character and the condition of patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, martyrs. Ah! were there no after-tests-and those most critical
and creature-crushing, too-in each and every case 1 What plainer
promises or more distinctive recognition could have been given than to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 1 But what followed 1 Consider Abraham's
"borror of great darkness "-Isaac bereft of J acob-Jacob's "All these
things are against me." What volumes do their histories contain!
What significant teaching! How evident that manifestations do not
supersede 1n?Jstel'ies, but rather that they are intrOductory thereto, in
order to open out and develop, in varied way and manner, the great
mysteries of godliness. See, again, the perplexing pathway and the
c(lmplicated and critical experiences of ~i[oses and David, J oh and
Jeremiah. In each case the clearer the assm'ance, the closer the afte1·-test.
The more their histories are examined the plainer the proof that such was
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the case. The same line of evidence is most marked likewise in New
Testament times. What brighter and more blessed manifestation could
have been given than that to Paul, and yet listen to bis testimony in regard
to the perils he encountered, the privations he endnred, the persecutions
to which be was called. The more we examine his course, the clearer
we discover" the sentence of death in himself," of which he speak,; in the
opening of his second Epistle to the Corinthians. I have often been
astounded in t,he contemplation of his statement about going bound in
spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that awaited him there, in
spite of the so special revelations and the marvellous discoveries made
to him.
BLlt there is one fact that outvies them all. I would speak of it
with the utmost reserve and the most solemn awe. It claims our
astonishment and adoring wonder. It is the case of the Lord Christ
Himself.
What higher, what more supernatural, what more glorious
manifestation could have been made than when, in reply to His
exclamation, c, Father, glorify Thy name!" there "came a voice from
heaven saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." In
spite of the fact that "the people that stood by and heard it, said that
it thundered j and others said, An angel spake unto Him," this so blessed
and so supernatural a manifei:ltation was followed by Jesus Himselfthe Lord of life and glory-testifying, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death," and then appealing, as it were, to the disciples
for help, "Tarry ye here, and watch with Me."
Well may we be lost in both wonder and amazement as we contemplate these facts, and well, too, in regard to all the Lord's leadings
and guidance, may we exclaim, instead of wanting to dictate to Him
as to how He shall lead and guide, exclaim, "Let me fall into
the hands of the Lord, 'for His mercies are great j but let me not fall
into the hands of man."
THE LATE EDITOR.

A SONG FOR THE NEW YEAR.
" Ye have not passed this way he1·etofo1·e."-J OSHUA. iii. 4.

I

not passed this way before;
To me the path is all unknown;
But He who planned it holds my hand
Within His own.
HA.VE

He holds my hand, and to the end
His presence will be ever near.
His arm will be my strength and stay;
I need not fear.
I know not if the way is rough
With thorns that wound the
traveller's feet,
Or rich with flowers which shed
around
A fragrance sweet.

I I know not if 'tis overcast

With heavy shadows dark as mght,
Or lit with glistening, gladdening
beams
Of golden light.
I know not if it winds across
A sandy desert dry and bare,
Or lies beside the waters still,
In pastures fair.
I only know it is the" right"-

The way prepared by Perfect
Love;
The way that leads to Paradise,
My home above.
ISA.
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WITHOUT FAULT.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. F. HO ARE, VICAR
OF TRI ITY CHURCH, DERBY, DECEMBER 24TH, 1882.

"They are without fault before the throne of God."-REVELATION xiv. 5.
A MOST beautiful view of the Lord Jesus Christ is presented in this
vision recorded in the opening verses of this chapter. The Apostle's
mind must have been greatly depressed by the awful scenes depicted in
the preceding chapter. The reign of Antichrist for the long period of
one thousand two hundred and sixty days, or prophetical years, could
not fail to affect the spirit of the Apostle. And it is in order to
relieve so great a strain on mind and spirit that the Lord gives him
a most lovely prospect of the Church of God. He looked and beheld
the same Lamb which had so often been seen by him in vision, now
standing on the mount Sion, encircled by His sealed ones, having His
Father's name written on their foreheads.
Our time this morning will not allow of any extended explication of
the vision. We can only notice briefly its more salient points of interest, and then dwell upon the special and characteristic features
present in the text.
The central figure in the vision is the Lamb. "I looked, and, 10,
a lamb stood on the mount Sion." The Apostle recognized Him in His
personal glory. And in this fact is set forth the eVflrlasting sameness
of His Mediatorial character, and the everlasting efficacy of His blood
and righteousness. He is ever the same. No time nor eternity itself
can make any alteration in the Lord Jesus-as Jesus. For, although
He shall one day deliver up the kingdom to the Father, yet the Person
of Christ as God-man will eternally remain. The Lord Jesus is, and
must be, the Lamb for ever.
And the place of His manifestation was most gracious, and teaches a
most sweet and precious truth, "A Lamb stood on the mount Sion."
:Mount Sion is Christ's Church, of whom it is said, "The Lord hath
chosen Sion, He hath desired it for His habitation." Here it is the
Lord Jesus plants His Church, and His presence is Sion's glory, strength,
and security. And this is sweetly shown to the Apostle because of the
long reign of Antichrist in the beast and the dragon, with all their
persecution, that he might be taught that although the Church was
always subject to such foes, yet Sion's King was still in the watch
tower, watching over her night and day.
There is also very striking beauty in the mention of the number
of a hundred and forty and four thousand. In a former vision, in
the 7th chapter, he had seen the very number sealed.
And here
they all are, notwithstanding all their long and wearisome persecution, not one of them lost. Moreover, the name of their
Father was distinctly visible on their foreheads, which forms a
complete proof that they had made an open profession before
men whose they were and to whom they belonged, in direct defiance
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to those who had the mark of the beast. Nothing had ever induced
them to worship the beast, nor to receive his horrible name on their·
foreheads. And there was a great mercy still in this. It is a well
known fact that a serpent never stretches itself so long as when dying.
And the serpent of hell, we are told, is to come with great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.
The last bite of the beast will be deep. In the yet more violent
persecutions which were to come, John was shown that the Lord Jesus
was in His Church, and how everyone of His little ones are protected by Him and kept everlastingly secure.
Then the Apostle heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder. And he heard, also, the
voice of harpers harping with their harps. And they sung as it were
a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts and the elders.
And no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four
thousand which were redeemed from the earth.
I beg of you to notice with very special attention what is here said,
that none could learn the song but the redeemed. What can be a more
decided proof of sovereign grace ~ As in the Church on earth, so in
the Church above. None can truly and spiritually join in ordinances,
participate in their saving grace, taste and relish divine things, but the
people of God. For if a dead body cannot partake of food, so neither
can a sinner dead in trespasses and sins partake of the bread of life
until quickened into spiritual life. And so in the Church aboYe, noue
can ever learn or sing the new song except those redeemed from the
earth. Oh, my dear friends, men dream of heaven, and think they
shall get iu with the crowd, and fancy that the place and the company
must produce happiness. But it is not the place nor the company that
constitutes happiness, but the presence of the Lord J esu,. ·Where
Christ is, and in the soul where He dwells, there is life and joy
eternal. But without a saving work of grace in the heart., without the
new birth of the Spirit, heaven would not only be no place of happiness,
but one of unending misery, for, "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God."
And now we come to the special and characteristic features presented
in the text, "They are without fault before the throne." This cannot
be supposed to imply any inherent purity in them, or that by virtue
of any worth or good in them they had a right to stand there. For
in a similar representation which John saw, in chapter seven, they are
said to have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the. Lamb. The reason why they are without fault is because of theimputation of Christ's 1'ighteo1/;sne-ss to them. "For the righteousness of
God," writes the Apostle to the Romans, which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe." And again, "Ohrist
is the end of the law for righteousness unto all and upon all them
that believe." Abraham believed God, and it was accounted unto him
fur righteousness.
Jeremiah, prophesying of the Lord Jesus Christ" says, "This is His
name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness. Christ'!>
righteousness is perfect, spotless, and divine. It is like His own robe,
woven from the top throughout. His own divine nature added such.
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virtue to all He did and suffered, that the Father was well pleased for
His righteousness' sake, and reckoned to His Church's account as
receiving at her Lord's hands double for all her sins; so that "He
might be just, and the justifier of them that believe in Christ Jesus."
It is in consequence of this the Apostle could write to the Colossians,
in the first chapter and twenty-first verse, " And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now
bath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present
you holy and unblameable and ull1'eproveable in His sight." Not merely
unblamed and unreproved, but unblameable-that is, not having anything laid to their charge for which they could be blamed and reproved;
in other words, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus."
Describing the Church as the body of Christ, in Ephesians, fifth chapter,
the Apostle says, "Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish."
And J ude, the servant of Jesus Christ, tells those who are" Sanctified
by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ," that He is able
to keep them from falling, and to present them faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy.
Hence the Lord J eSllS looked at His Church as His body, and seeing
her covered over and wrapped up in His perfect, spotlesR, and divine
righteousness, imputed to her by faith, can say and sing of her, "Thou
art all fair, my lovE', there is no spot in thee."
TherAfore they are
without fault before the throne." And this is a most blessed position
for the people of God, so covered with the righteousness of Christ, so
hid in it, that they are without blame before Him in love. Can we
realize this by faith 7 Can our faith grasp the blessed truth that we
are in Christ, and that God cannot and will not charge sin to us 7 Can
we realize by faith that we are all fair, and without spot before God T
"The righteousness of God which is upon all them that believe."
Again, they are also without fault in consequence of the imputation
of Christ's righteousness to them. Imputed to them by faith for their
justification, it is imparted to them for their sanctification. And this
the Holy Spirit effects in the new birth, by which they are made
"partakers of His holiness."
That new and divine nature separates them from the love and pollution of the sin of the world, keeps them fighting and conflicting with
the evil of their old nature, and gives them a heart to hunger and
thirst after righteousness, to enjoy communion with God, and fellowship
with all saints; and the effect of this is described in the fourth verse,.
"These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." By this
is evidently meant to contrast the Lord's followers with the followers of
the beast. In Revelation xviii. 3, it is said, "The kings of the earth
and all nations have committed fornication with the beast, and have
be'3n made drunk with her wine"; that is, they have adopted her views,
her doctrines, and her practices, departing thereby, and denying the
glorious truths of the gospel of Christ and redemption by His blood.
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But they who are "without fault" have loyally followed the Lamb,
and been chaste and pure and holy and faithful in their allegiance to
.Him.
"In their mouth." Nothing could induce them-no bribe, no flattery,
no deception-to say anything derogatory of the Lord Jesus and of His
Gospel. Their mouth would praise no other Gospel, however specially
presented. ., They follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." "They
are without fault before the throne." Oh, what a testimony this to be
borne of the Lord's people before the throne-" Without fault"! It is
not that they are not faulty, or that they have never been faulty, but
·God does not impute their faults to them; "God in Christ, not imputing
their trespasses unto them." Can this be said of ns before the throne of
·God 1 It ought to be, it must be, if we are accepted in the Belove~,
if we have Christ's justifying righteousness upon us. And then can it
be said of us, before the throne of God, that we are without fault in
reference to our allegiance to the Lamb 1 Do we follow Him wheresoever He leadeth 1
Frailties we have, imperfections we have, sin is mixed with all we
do; but still, are we chaste, pure, faithful in our allegiance to the Lamb 1
Do we confess Him with our mouth 1 In our lives, are we without
guile and fault before Him 1 This is a crucial question in the pre.sent day; for it cannot be denied that there is now much turning
aside "after vain jangling," after almost anything that has the name
.of Christ in it.' There is very little chaste, pure following of the
Lamb. Oh, that we may be found without fault before the throne.
Let us not drink of the wine of the beast; let us follow the Lamb
.closely, wholly; let us think of the hundred and forty and four thousand
who have their Father's name in their foreheads, and if we belong to
them, it must be said of us that which is said of them. Then we
can look up for grace to help in time of need, and look onward for
the glory promised. Now there are frailties in our services, but when
we pass from the Church militant to the Church triumphant, there will
be no fault in us: no more coldness in prayer nor in praise; no more
deadness in reading nor hearing the 'vVord; no more swerving in following the Lamb; no more sin, nOl' sorrow, nor shame: for we shall
be like Him, and see Him as He is. Then we shall be able to sing
,so sweet, so loud"Through tribulation great we came;
We bore the cross, despised the shame.
From all our labours now we rest,
In God's eternal glory blest.
"Hunger and thirst we feel no more,
N or sin, nor pain, nor death deplore.
The tears are wiped from every eye,
And sorrow yields to endless joy."
THAT the thoughts of a natural man are only evil, see Gen. VI. tJ;
·that his wor-ds are sucb, see J ames vi. 5; that his works are such, see
:Psalm xix. 3; and that his thoughts, w01'd~, and works are such, ~ee
l{om. iii. 9, &c.-Romaine.
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THE PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS.

WE have been anxious to know what the result of this so-called
Parliament of Rel£gions i", in connection with the late Exhibition at
Chicago, for such a fellowship cannot be formed on any sound basis,
and is neither scriptural or trustworthy. Personally, for instance, uncharitable as it may appear, we do not hesitate to declare that we refuse
to shake hands, or have any fellowship with a Socinian.
No; that
man who dishonours my precious Saviour, the co-equal with the
Eternal Father, is not my friend but my enemy; he is not my brother,
but my bugbear.
With this standing, we have been glad to receive a very precious
periodical from the United States, entitled, The Tndh, and we extract
the following telling article from it, which becomes additionally valuable
becausa it comes from Ohicago, and is written by one who himself has
seen and observed the result of this pretended brotherhood:LOWERING THE FLA.G.
There has never been a more shameful surrender of the claims and
<lrown rights of our Lord Jesus Ohrist than that witnessed durin~ the
Parliament of Religions in Chicago. Baptists and Buddhists, Congregationalists and Confucianists, Episcopalians and Encyclopredists, Methodists
and Mohammedans, Presbyterians and Pagan'!, Christians and Jew',
children of God and devil· worshippers, atheists, believers, deists, free-thinkers,
ma terialists, pantheists, rationalists, sceptics, socialists, theosophists,
U n;tarians, U niversalists, all met on terms of perfect equality, extended
to each other the hand of fraternal greeting, walked in fellowship, and
shouted in tones more or less harmonious for the universal brotherhood
of man. Christians who took part in the proceedings agreed to place our
Lord in the Pantheon, as the best they could do for Him.
There has been no scene comparable to it in the affront it put upon
the Lord God of truth, and in the dishonour it cast upon His Word, since
the day, November 10th, 1793, when at the instigation of AN.A.CH.A.RSIS
CLOOTS, the French Convention and the rabble of Paris followed with
adoring applause to the N otre Dame an opera singer, "A. woman fair to
l.ook upon when well rouged; she, borne on palanquin shoulder-high, with
red woollen night. cap, in azure mantle, garlanded with oak, holding in
her hand the Pike Jof the J upiter Pe~~pZe, sails in, heralded by
young women girh in tricolor. Let the world consider it! This, 0
National Convention, wonder of the universe, is our New Divinity, Goddess
of Reason, worthy, and alone worthy of revering! Her henceforth we
adore."
T lere were good men in that Parliament, and it is most surprising that
they did not remember the word of the Holy Ghost, "Have no fellowship
wittl the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" (Eph. v.n.)
Again, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? and what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore come
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out from among them, and be ye separate, miih the Lord, and touch n?t.
the unclean thing; and I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be jyJy
sons and daughters, saiih the Lord Almighty" (2 CCI'. vi. 14.18).
So rarticular is the Holy Spirit that Bis people shall stand aloof f~'om
all complicity with ragan doctrine and practice and wcrship, He wrItes,_
"Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry." They were fOl'bidden
to eat meat part of which had been offered in s::1Crifice to idols, for" The
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils" (I Cor.
x. 14, 20, 28. Under the law it was said, "Make no mention of the name
of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth; .. , . thou shalt
make no covenant with them, nor with their gods" (Exod. xxiii. 13, 32) ;
and in the New Tes'ament it is written, "Little children, keep yourselves
from idols" (1 John v. 21).
Jehoshaphat, a godly man, "joined affinity ~ith Ahab," the idolatrous
king of Israel, and nearly lost bis life in the disastrous battle of Ramothgilead. Returning home defeated and humiliated, he was met by Jehu,
the son of Hanani the seer, who said to him, "Shouldest thou help the
ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? therefore is 'll'rath upon thee
from before the Lord" (2 Chl'On. xix. 2). So, as surely as a holy and
jealous God is in heaven, will there be wrath from before the LOl'd UP~)ll
His children, who joined affinity with the devil in the unhal!o'll'ed ParlJa.
ment of Religions.
It may be said, however, that this is Old Testament ground. ,Yell, turn
to New 'l'estament ground, and read the following from the Holy Ghost:
"WhosoevH transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father
alld the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine" (t he
doctrine of the Divine Person and finished work of Christ), " receive him not
into yOill' house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil ceeds" (2 John 9.11). Christians 'll'ho went ilJto·
the Parliament of Religi( ns openly disregarded these solemn admoniticns
and prohibitions of the 1" ord ot' God, and received most cordially the avowed
enemies of Christ and His truth.
It is a comfort to know that Professor BRIGGs, who went further than ever
before in his conteml tuous rejection of the Bible, was followed by a Roman
Catholic priest in an earnest defence of the Scriptures as inerrant from
beginning to end. But, taken altogether, Christianity lost immensely by
the ignoble surrender, and Mohammedanism and Paganism laughed in the
face of the professed follow('rs of our Lord, who permitted themselves to be
led about by His foes and exhibited to the derison of the world.
The Parliament declares in effect that all religions are equally good, or
if the Americans assert that Christianity is superior to the others, it is only
a question of degree in excellence. But if Jesus Christ is not infinitely
above and apart from every founder of a religion, He is no Saviour at aJl.
If the Bible is not the only revelation from God, it is no revelation. Both
the Saviour and the Scriptures have been unspeakably lowered and degraded
by this wretched assemblage; and as Mr. GILltlORE, a devoted missionary in
Burmah, well says, "It will be used to pel'5uade inquiring Buddhists that
they had better not change from Buddhism to Christianity after all. And
every missionary who lends his support to the Parliament is .unwittingly
helping to forge a weapon which will ultimately be turned against his own
work."
HAPPY are they who are withheld hom sin, not merely as the
unregenerate are, by God's restraining power, but as the saints are,
by God's restraining grace !-Southgate.
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HATRED 0 FOALVINISM.
THE following striking and truthful notes upon Calvini,m appeared in
the November number of the Bulwark:There is something phenomen;tl in the reception which its opponents
have given to the Calvinistic type of theology. Not in its extremes
and its eccentricities alone, but in its moderate and balanced forms,
men have heJ.ped upon it abuse and obloquy. No other modern c Illfession of faith has been debated with such virulent and venomous
dissent. It is one of the rarest achievements of theological candour
if its opponent gives a statement of it which its believer can accept
as his own. Puilosophic thinkers lose their balance in assaulting it.
Good men fall from grace in disproving it. The more" liberal" unbelievers are, the more intolerant is their reasoning, and the more
vitriolic is their animosity. This is emphatically true of that class of
men of lotters in whose culture literature takes precedence of religion.
Ofle of the pet ideas of Mr. EJIERSON is "tIle malignant mythology
Qf Calvinism." Such is his modest caricature of a system of beliefs
which has for centuries commanded the fait.h of a larger proportion
of the cultilrated mind of Ohristendom than any rival. It has been
the favourite belief of the more thoughtful confessors of Ohristianity
from the bagil1ning. Men of independent inquiry, of well-pClised
minds, and of profound religious nature, have inclined to one or
another form of it in larger numbers than those commanded by any
other theological structure. The literature of the last three hundred
years contains more of elaborate discussions in its defence than is to
be found in that of all other compends of Ohristian doctrine combined. In substance, it is the spinal cord of the most illustrious of
historic creeds. It is the soul of many of the most precious products
of Christian hymnology. Men have argued it, and sung it with equal
force of conviction. Sauguinary battles have been fought for it, as the
most potent ally of civil and religious liberty. Historians of the latest
and most brilliant type of civilization laud it as a tributary to all that
is most valuable in civilized society. Yet, in the face of all this, we
are called upon to believe that Oalvinism, in any form of it, is a
mythology! The old Greek CtbltUS is treated by many literary men
with more decent respect.
The Oalvinistic way of thinking in theology has commanded the
loyalty of Ohristian womanhood, in its most refined and cultivated
representatives, and these in larger numbers than can be claimed for
any other symbol of religious faith now extant. Devout women have
trusted it, loved it, sung it, suffered and died for it, in multitudes
iucalculable. Yet, despite all this, grave and learned and reverend
critics would have us believe that it is It "malignant mythology!"From "i111j Note-Boole." Fragmentary Shbdi~s in TheJlogy, wd Stbbjects
Adjacent The1·eto. By AtbStin Phelps, D.D., LL.D.
TilERE is not a round in the ladder to heaven that does not give
everyone that st~ppe~h upon it just occasion to sing, "Grace!
grace !"- A 1TOW.'Jn·ith.
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PERSONAL AND PASSING NOTES.

To the EditoT of the Gospel

il1~agazine.

DEAR SIR,-God has again heard and answered your pra,yers, for
npon reading your appeal on page 5, God did indeeu most fully incline
my heart to send you a year's subscription, which I will (God helpiug
me) continue, that the precious GOSPEL MAGAZINE, may be sent to
that dear afflicted sister, M. S., as also my earnest prayers that God
will indeed sustain and comfort her. I, too, have been led through
many a deep and trying path, yet upon looking back, I can see how
needful was the discipline, and can say, from my inmost soul (through
divine teaching), "He hath done all things well." "Bless the Lord, 0
my soul." One after another of my beloved ones taken away, but for
the blessed purpose of drawing me nearer to my soul's Best Beloved,
who
"Saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all."
And now- my constant cry is, to be drawn nearer, and nearer stilldaily hourly, to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Chril'ot. Oh, what an unspeakable priyilege to be thus
taught of God, for none teacheth like Him. May my priyileged place
be at the feet of Jesus, listening intently for His every word.
I must tell you, dear sir, how precious to my soul is your ,olume
of "Wayside Notes," its blessed experimental teaching coming frOID
heart to heart. Oh, if I could afford it, I would give a volume to every
0!le I know. May God bless you and yours with every rich spiritutd
.blessing in Christ Jesus; and, if it please Him, to spare you many years
to feed the little flock who, in the present day of abounding error and
delusion, have often to fast because they cannot digest the husks of
Arminian teaching.
Yours in a covenant J ehovah,
E. MEECH.
[We thank you heartily, dear friend, as also all others who have sc)
warmly responded to our appeal. The heart of a lonely sad one will
thus be gladdened month by month by the welcome Magazine; also for
your words of encouragement.
"The Lord has been mindful of u~,
and He will bless us." May He be very near and very dear to you
in this new year we have now entered upOO.-ED.J
To J. F AVELL.
DEAR FRIEND A:I\D B1{OTHER,-I am much cheered by your communication, and should like to shake by the hand such an old reader
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and one who still desires such precious
things for its present Editor. You refer to my once preaching at
Eden Chapel, Cambridge, frQID the text, "He shall feed His flock like
a shepherd," and are pleased to add, "The text is sweet and the
sermon was savoury." This is so many years ago, that I have taken
down an old diary, and searched if I could find anything about, it
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when I lighted upon the following entry, which I gIve you just as it
is dotted down:"F1'iday Evening, 16th June, 1871.-Iu prospect of having to preach
on Sunday at Eden Ohapel, Oambridge, I feel very trembling, am
kept in a prayerful spirit, and never remember, as of late, to be
brought to such complete nothingness of spirit. Lord, go with me,
and make me a blessing to Thy people there. They have been accustomed to no uncertain sound. Help me to proclaim fully the Gospel
of the grace of God. It is no easy matter to follow such men as
PHILPOT, &c., but 'I can do all things through Ohrist, who strengtheneth me.' Bring me home again to my family, refreshed and comforted, and Thou shalt have the praise. I have been invited to
Oambridge by Mr. JOSEPH FAVELL, Oounty Gaol, and am to stay at
Miss HEATH'S, 13, New Square."
Well, dear brother, to hear, more than twenty-two years after, that
God brought "strength out of perfect weakness," and answered my
earnest prayers, is cheering. I have read with interest your thirteen
verses on your seventy-seventh birthday, just passed. They tell the
old tale of the pilgrim life ~eing one of many miseries, but multiplied mercies. May the end, when it comes, be peace.

To HEXRY P A.RKER.
Yes, dear friend, it is indeed a sad state of affairs in the Ohurch
Ohurches
of England, and we wonder where the scene will end.
which resounded with the pure and distinctive doctrines of grace, and
where the services were conducted on strictly Protestant lines, are fast
ceasing to exist. All is changed. The reading-desk, as you say,
turned sideways, surplice in the pulpit, Hymns Ancient and Modetn
in the place of the dear old songs of Zion, a collect now instead of.
extempore prayer, and all these innovations leading up to a superaltar, Romish vestments, crosses, and all the other evils which make
it no longer the house of God, but the church of the world. And
this is so specially painful when these changes are witnessed in
churches where, as you say, "such champions for God and His truth
have broken the bread of life, as Dr. HEwLETT, Dr. DOUDNEY,
W. SAU:'i'DERS, J. W. GOWRING, J. O. MARTIN, G. HEWETT, T. DAVIES,
J. R~TTERSBY, and others." It is indeed sad. But I am certain of
this one thing, namely, that when the Ohurch of England is found
driving out from her pale the choicest of God's living people, as she
undoubtedly is now, decay and destruction are near at hand for her.
All we can do, brother, is to cling to the Bible, look up to the
Lord, and still rejoice in the fact that, "A glorious high throne from
the beginning is the. place of our sanctuary."
To MR. GEORGE ROOKE,
a teacher in a Sunday School. God bless you in your important
labour of love! especially as we recognise in your expressions that you
are yourself taught of the Holy Spirit. Your proposition that a page
in our Magazine should be monthly "devoted to the younger children
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of God's family," commends itself to my heart and judgment, and I
propose, if the Lord will, starting next month a series of brief
articles, entitled, "Spi1'itual Leaves fm' the Little Ones in (}race." I
will write the first, but must ask among our readers for volunteers,
who are deeply interested in the Lord's little ones, to help me carry
it out. There is, too, so much free-will teaching in Sunday School
work, that for this reason we are the more anxious to set truth
before the scholars of a saving character.

To G. M. W. THilIE.
Yes, my dear friend, depend upon it the day will come when you
will sing and shout, "Victory through the blood of the Lamb!" which
is the trembling desire of your heart; and I will tell you why: Be.
cause the Lamb of God taketh away sin, and was slain to redeem Hi~
people, that they might sing in glory Victory! victory! Ah! and with
a loud voice, too, saying, "\Vorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory,
and blessing." You, I know, now are often in "a low place," with your
"harp upon the willows." You shall take it down, and one day rejoice
in a high place. You may respond, "But oh, this earth, earth, drags
me down." True, but f01'etastes of the brighter and better world are
thickly promised in the Word; and let me tell you, it has been my lot
to be brought much in contact with the Lord's trembling and weak
ones, but I never yet met with one that did not finally triumph in
the Lamb that was slain for them. You say, "Yesterday the reading
of the C Wayside Notes' was brought with such unctuous sweetness and
power to my soul, I was filled with Gospel peace, trusting that after all
that I am exercised under, I could not have found such comfort in
reading if I had no part or lot in the matter; and 'Well-Springs'
equally comforted my soul." Gospel peace realized, dear friend! Did
you ever meet with an unregenerate person who realized anything of
"Gospel peace" 1 Let the Scriptures tell the truth of the standing of
such before God, "The Lord will bless His people with peace" (Psalm
xxix. 11). c, His people" : then you must be one of them; and if one,
chosen, called, justified, to be glorified (Rom. viii. 30). Oh! dear
friend, all is well. You are in the hands and heart of the Lamb of
God. He will never leave or forsake one of His own. They have
cost Him too much to let Him ever lose one, especially "a little one."
Such, we are told by the Prophet Isaiah, He carries in His arms and
presses them home to His heart of love.

H.

POWELL, BROCKLEY.

" Very near the pearly gates." Yes, dear H. P., of Brockley, this
must be your happy nearness, for you tell me you have reached the
ripened age of eighty-two. All is well, dear friend, in spite of your
remark, "I ought not to have an anxious thought, but such is not
the case."
Oh, how many years it has been my privilege to know you! Memory
calls up our first meeting and greeting. le was in the house of God,
in a large, square pew, in one of the fine old Oity churches, listening
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to the unctuous preaching of that dear man of God, the late Rev.
GEORGE DOUDNEY; and I remember to this day his text; it was, "All
my springs are in Thee"; and how sweetly he traced every fresh
spiritual spring as flowing from, and to be found in, Him we so much
love. Ah! how you have been kept by Almighty power since then,
holding on to these precious truths, in the face of much surrounding
opposition, and even hatred, to the things you hold dear! Such may,
.as you observe, be called "antiquated truths, which will not do for
the present day" j but you and I know full well that they will do to
live by and die by j for" God's mercy is great above the heavens: and
His truth reacheth unto the clouds" (Psalm cviii. 4). "The Lord that
made heaven and earth hath blessed thee out of Zion." It must be
with thee, and all so favoured, a peaceful entrance into His glorious
presence..
GOSPEL BOUK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel lJ![agazine.
DEAR SIR,-I was much cheered by your kind notice of our
little Report in this month's Magazine. Please accept my warmest
thanks. I am praying that the Lord will enable us to enlarge our
work this year-it being our twenty-first. The troublesome times we
live in, and the near approach of the end, continue to make me-and
I am sure others alao-anxious to do all we can, "For the night cometh
when no man can work." SLill, I am thankful to say our friends have
helped us liberally this year, and I hope others will be raised up to
assist us. The following testimonies-all of which have come to hand
lately-are very cheering.
FROM THE CHANNEL ISLANDS.

Many thanks for the box of reading I received from you at Christmas.
The books are being distributed with care. I pray that God may continue
to bless you in your good work.
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN.

Your kind letter of the 12th inst. received yesterday. We thank you very
much for your kind words respecting the chastening we have been under,
also for the parcel of literature, especially" Wayside Notes." I see by
announcement that Old Jonathan is going to change its name, but never
mind, if we get such sound reading in Pa~'ish Helpe?' as we have had in
Old Jonathan, I am sure it will meet with a warm reception. It is very
much prized by many that I meet with.
FROM A CHAPLAIN.

If you can supply us with another grant of Gospel literature, we shall

be glad.

Our stock is all but exhausted, and there are many open doors.
FROM A MILITARY TOWN.

Many thanks for your kind remembrance of me by sending another
parcel of books; they are always welcome, and are so good an introduction
an the barracks and ships, Shall always be glad to have some from you.
With kind Christian regards and renewed thanks,
Believe me, my dear friend, yours in His service,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbu1'y, Jan1ia1'y 13th, 1894.
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"FOR EVER WITH THE LORD."
1'0 the Edit01' of the Gospel lJ1ICigCizine.
DEAR 3IR,-I should have written earlier, but baving been from
home a great deal since my father's death, and changed my' residence, have not had the opportunity before. I miss him very much
indeed, as we had been together for the last eight years, and were
exceedingly happy and comfortable. Being so altogether with father,
his conversation has been especially blest to me, for he has constantly
lived in communion, for a very long time, with the Lord, and cared not
for the conversation either of the worldling or even the professor. I
have been blest with both parents being Ohristians. My mother died
about fifteen years ago, and her loss was a great trial to him, for she
was such a loving and sympathizing companion. When father and I met
you and Mrs. OOWELL at Tyldesley, she reminded us so much of my
dear mother that we spoke about it, and he has since spoken many
times about her. It was father's desire to have written to you, sympathizing with you in your great loss, but he was not able, owing to
his being so very weak.
I saw from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE you would like to have some
account of my dear father's life. I feel quite unable to do duty to it.
For very many years it has been his pleasure to visit anyone whom
he heard of as being ill, and would value the visit of a sinner saved
by grace, and to lose no opportunity of telling of J esu's love to poor
sinners. One circumstance I well remember: it was the case of a man
who had been hurt at the railway, and was taken to the infirmary.
He was a Sunday School teacher; father visited him both at the infirmary and at his home many times, for he was discharged incurable. A
friend of his, who went to see him some time after, asked when
he was brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus; and his reply was,
" At the time Mr. B - came to see me at the infirmary." There are
many more cases, for since his death I am constantly hearing people
say: ,,'What a friend we have lost! for he was always ready to help
the sick and needy in whatever way he could, and a comforting word
for those under trial."
His health has been failing for a very long time; the doctor said
He was
he had no disease, but it was decay of nature.
able to take short walks up to eleven days before his death,
and he often told me of cases he had met with in such walks.
He was seized with paralysis, which took the use of his left side,
and affected his speech. A few days after he was seized, he asked
me if I could trust the Lord, as he had prayed for both my brother
and myself. In writing to a friend, he speaks of his being at school
for nearly fifty years, and still had to learn obedience and patience. I
give extracts from several letters he has written, which will show the
tenor of his correspondence:"I assure you it is a blessed feast wheu the Lord presides, and says
to the S01.tl, ent, 0 friends, drink, 0 beloved: it is a rich and glorious
Gospel you speak of, to the soul that is mCide to feel its need. Note
John vi. 47 to 51, and 63. The Father knows how and when to
wean us from creature dependence; He causeth depression and uplift-
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ings-sorrow to endure for the night, but joy in the ?1wrning. You
speak of companions; I have had a very fair experience of a certain class,
but I prefer Him that sticketh closer than a brother; and also Paul's
advice, in Philippians iii. 17 to 21, which it is very profitable to observe. I shall be glad to see you when the Lord wills, but that is in
His hand; but' though the outward man perish, the inward man is renewed day by day.' I have ,been at school for nearly fifty years, and
have yet to learn obedience and patience. My attention was drawn
last week to Moses' request that God would show him His glory
(Exod. xxxiii. 11 to 23); and here Moses (and we also) had to learn,
that it was only in the cleft rock-the type of the broken body of the
Lord Jesus-wherein there is life and safety, and cau behold in the face
of Christ the glory of God. May we be patient, for the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh."
"It is written, 'As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend' ; or 'As in water face answereth to face so the
heart of man to man.' I rejoice to see the enemy has not shut your
mouth, for 'out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.'
Some of the mysterious leadings of God are like night and day, darkness and light, but He led Israel by a right way. With you, I say,
the saving knowledge of Christ is precious, and the following experience of ourselves teacheth us the enmity of the human heart; but
'Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ!' Oh, the contrast you mention, between the toilings, and rest,
&c., &c., are wisely ordered for our good."
"I cannot say that I am sorry that I have been laid up in bed this
last fortnight, for therewith I have had sWeet seasons of J ehovah's comforting presence and blessing, though the enemy tried to intervene. I
am glad to hear you are getting settled in your work, and have a few
living souls to speak to; and may the Lord the Spirit accompany the
words, to the quickening of other souls. You can only speak what He
has taught you, and leave it with Him to bless; and if He opens a
door for you, don't be surprised to find adversaries (1 Cor. xvi. 9)."
My dear father was not able to read much at a time during the last
year or two of his life, but he always looked for the beginning of the
months coming, longing to see the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as he delighted
in its pages. They were such a comfort to him, and I can truly say
the same. It seems as if some of the pieces had been written especially
for me since my father's death, they have been so to my case. I do
feel the separation very much.
May the Lord bless you and keep you, and may you be long spared
to edit the Magazine.
I remain, yours very sincerely,
Bolton.
E. B.
GRACE must be tried; yea, every grace. Unbelief within, opposition
without, and the withdrawings of the King's presence try faith. The
word of the Lord tried Joseph, and the same Inc8.rnate Word will
try every heir of promise. But when the King tries them in the fire,
He sits by as the Refiner; and as He brings them in, so also He will
bring them through.-lIuntington.
I 2
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AT RES~ AND THAT FOE EVER
To the Editor of the Gospel illagazinc.
DEAR SIR,-I beg you will excuse me for troubling you with
a letter, but a sense of your soul-full interest in the Lord's people and
their concerns, emboldens me to send you some particulars concerning
our dear father, who, through sovereign grace, was admitted to "the
realms of the blest" on Thll,rsday, December 7th, at seven o'clock, a.m. Our
father, PETER KIMBELL, was born January 16th, 18l8, and was therefore
within a few weeks of seventy-six years of age. For many years he was a most
interested reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (aed also the BC7Iwnbrancer,
until its publiMtion ceased), and the doctrines therein taught were to him
a savour of life and health. 'Ve c:umot say how long ljis parents and
himself were readers of the 1L",-GAZIKE, but we have the Volume for 1823
and many subsequent years. "The Family Portion " and" \Vayside Notes"
have ever been a source of profound pleasure and comfort to him, and,
next to his" dear old Bible," have been his chiefest means of spiritual
refreshment. Dr. HA"\VKlCR'S "Portions," with HART'S and KE::\T'S hymns,
have also supplied their daily quota of religious meat and drink, and his
soul was indeed fed and watered thereby; while to a covenant God in
Christ he ascribed all the praise and glory of redemption, and counted
himself as nothing, save through the merits of a precious Saviour.
With reference to his" dear old Bible," I may say that it bears date
1828, and was given him for a prize at school, when ten years old.
It has been his most treasured compauion, and deep, exhaustless well of
consolation, many, many years, and is much worn with hard service,
while frequent marks and notes point to hallowed experiencps and hometaught messages of hope, comfort, and life.
At the foot of Isaiah Ix.
he has remarked, "God's shalls and wills," and the covenant certainty of
these was to him a never-failing theme of trustful confidence, in times of
doubt and pf'rplexity, and he would oft in this connection express himself
in KENT'S words" Glory to God, they ne'er shall rove
Beyond the limits of His love;
Fenced by J ehovah's shalls and wills,
Firm as the everhsting hills."
His sympathy with free-will teaching was nil; he would ever reply
to any suggestion in that direction, "By grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of worh,
lest any man should boast": and he was very jealous for the honour
of the Almighty Saviour in the matter of redemption, contending always
that, without Him (Christ) we can do nothing to merit or obtain life,
but that in and through Christ there is salvation, full, finished, and
complete.
But while it is a source of comfort to recall these matters concerning the dear departed, I am bound to remember that YOllr time
is valuable, and that others known to you have more pressing claims;
therefore I will hasten to add a few words as to the close of-or
rather we should say, the beginning of life of our dear father. On
Sunday night, November 19th, he was seized with a stroke, which by
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the dawn of morning had rendered him prostrate and speechless. His
strength never rallied, and his speech only so far as to express an
occasional monosyllable, which only continued a few days j consciousnes~,
however, remained, and we were able to learn that Jesus was precious
to him, and that the doctrines of sovereign, free, electing grace and
mercy were to him still the same as when in health and vigour. The
reading of the Word, with the" Family Portion" and" vVayside Notes" of
the current number of the Magazine were very comforting to him,
especially Exodus xxxiii., the Psalm~, John xiv., and 1 John iii.; with the
singing of such hymns as "Not all the blood of beasts," "Rock of
Ages," "Begone, U nbelief,''--and " How sweet tbe name of Jesus sounds,"
in which he tried-while he had strength-to join with his poor
wrecked voice, told us of the time when his once rich and powerful
voice would be attuned afresh to sing in the perfect harmony of heaven's
music the precious song of the multitude which no man can number,
ascribing "Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and
honour, and power, and might be unto our God, for ever and ever."
On W'ednesday, December 6th, about two p.m., I repeated a few texts
for the double purpose of consolation and ascertaining if consciousness
still remained, and as the word~, "My presence shall go with thEe,
and I will give thee rest," fell on his ears, he turned his head slightly,
and, with a satisfied, listening expression on his face, he heard me add,
c'There remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God," and, "Our
light affliction, which is but for a moment" worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal j but the things which
are not seen are eternal. For we know that if our earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with hand~, eternal in the heaven~." "Behold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
sons of God. . . . . Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; fur we shall see Him as He is." Some
two hours later two sisters sang, "Rock of Age~," and this closed the
last mutual recognition of anything earthly, as he gradually sank into
a state of painless stupor, from which he awoke, only to find himself
transformed into the family likeness of the brotherhood of saint~,
gathered in the everlasting kingdom of Him who had redeemed him,
and washed him in His own blood, to make him meet to be a partaker
of the inheritance with the saints in light. His end was indeed peace,
peace, according to the Word promising that gracious consummation to
the tribulation which the servants of the Lord endure as they pass
through the changes and trials of this lower world. vVe mourn not
as .those without hope, but rather rejoice, inasmuch as his earthly
tabernacle was so gently taken down; as it were "pin by pin"; and
while we pray to the God of all comfort to be a husband to our
widowed mother, and a father to us children, yet we would humbly
;tnd gratefully acknowledge the goodness of God, in so mercifully dealing with His servant, and for the precious witness which his last illness provided of the glorious truths, and covenant certainty of the
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promises and consolations of the everlasting Gospel of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
If you are able, and see fit, to make use of this for the Magazine, it
may be of service to some of the Master's household, "who through
f",ar of death are subject to bondage," and to yourself a further wit~less of the Lord's owning your writings in the supporting and comfortlllg of His people. Wishing you every blessing and strength, while
you con~i~ue to build up the living stones of God's spiritual house,
and desIrIng also "that you may prosper and be in health, even as
thy soul prospereth," is the sincere prayer of-Your;; very faithfully,
Entton Joyce, December 14th, 1893.
S. KIMBELL.
A WIDOW IN ISRAEL, BEREFT BUT NOT LEFT.
To the Edit!)/, of the Gospel Jllaga:ine.
DEAR Sm,-Will you please accept our united thanks f"r the
tender sympathy so kindly expressed for us each in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
It is indeed a deep sorrow, but in the midst of it we
cm testify of the Lord's loving-kindness and tender merry. He has
sustained and upheld our precious mother on His everlasting arms,
enabling her to rest on Himself and His own never-failing promises.
We do miss our precious father more and more. He was so tender
and considerate for us all, never thinking of himself, but always
ctring for us. We never had one unkind or cross word from him;
he was all love and tenderness. I think his chief characteristic was
,. contentment."
So often he would say, "Having food and raiment,
let us be therewith content." He always seemed counting up the
mercies instead of wishing for things, or giving way to despondency.
1::0 thankful, cheerful, and happy, he brightened all around him, and
has left an example that will never, never be forgotten. 'We can but ask
for divine grace to enable us to cultivate the same spirit of praise
and thanksgiving. The testimony to the help his bright smile and
cheering word has been to so many around us is really wonderful.
May we ask you still to bear UB on your heart at the throne of
grace? We do desire to say, "Thy will be done "-to learn at the
feet of Jesus the lessons He is teaching us. Oh, that we may cling
closer to Him!
My precious father had very little time for nading; but on Sunday
evenings he has often enjoyed the "Wayside Notes." I think your
writings have ever been his special favourites. He loved to watch
the providential dealings of the Lord ill everything, and would often
speak of His providing care. He was most patient. I never remember
hearing him either murmur or complain. If anxiety or any care was
pressing, the precious old hymn, "Begone, Unbelief," seemed the
language of his heart. He said very little, but LIVED so much.
Dear Mrs. JOSIAH COWELL was the greatest help and comfort to us all.
She had never stayed with us before. We can but feel her visit
was ordered by the Lord.
My dear mother and sister join me in warmest thanks.
Believe me, very sincerely yours,
Homdean.
LIZZIE STARES.
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THE LATE REV. JOHN B. MYLIUS, M.A.
MOST of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are well acquainted
with the name of the Rev. FREDERICK HENRY MYLIUS, LL.B., who for
thirty years was rector of Elmdon, near Birmingham. He was one of
the familiar friends of the late Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY. Mr. MYLIUS
died nearly four years ago. The Rev. JOHN B. MYLIUS, who had been
mrate with the Rev. W. LANCELOT HOLLAND, at All Saints, Hatcham
Park, was presented to the benefice that had been rendered vacant by
the death of his father. Subsequently Mr. HOLLAND accepted the
incumbency of St. Thomas's Episcopal Church, Edinburgh, and the
trustees of all Saints, Hatcham, presented the vicarage to Mr. MYLIUS,
which was accepted by him, and for nearly three years he has
ministered to increasing congregations and to a well-worked parish.
In order to have a second curate Mr. MYLIUS accepted the chaplaincy
of the South-Eastern Fever Hospital, in the Old Kent Road; and on
Tbursday, January 11th, the parish of All Saints was overwhelmed
with grief when it became known that their beloved pastor had fallen
a victim to the scourge.
On Sunday morning, the 14th, the senior
curate, the Rev. E. G. BOWRING, M.A., referred to the event in touching
terms. On the evening of the same day the church of St. J ames,
Hatcham, was crowded, when the vicar, the Rev. VVILLIAM: HENRY
STONE, delivered a remarkable discourse on the life of St. Stephen,
during which he called attention to
A MODERN MARTYR.
We have had a solemn call (said Mr. STONE) in the neighbouring
parish of All Saints; during the past week, there has been removed, in
the prime of manhood-or, perhaps, scarcely the prime-the Vicar. An
archdeacon of our Church has spoken of the speech made by St. Stephen
as one of the most logical ever delivered, although, from the circumstances
of the case, it must have been impromptu. At the conclusion of that
remarkable address, the deacon, who was filled with the Holy Ghost,
was stoned by the infuriated Jews. That must at the time have appeared
a mysterious providence-that one so gifted in every way as St. Stephen
was, should have been taken away so soon-should have been the first
martyr of the infant Church. St. AUGUSTINE, of Hippo, says: "Had
there been no praying Stephen, there would have been no preaching
Paul." It was the martyrdom of Stephen that was the means of sending
St. Paul to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles; so that some light has
been thrown upon that which in the early Church must have appeared
a mysterious providence. To-day we weep with those who are called to
suffer a great bereavement, especially the aged widow, who now has an
added sorrow by the death of a son, who, at the age of thirty-two, has
been snatched away. JOHN B. MYLIUS was a great soul. I could tell you
much of him, but this is not the place. We entered Cambridge together
the same day: we rowed in the Freshman's University boat together,
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and well I remember it. One of the men in the boat took an oath, and
JOHN MYLIUS witnessed for his Master. It required great courage ~
but he possessed it, and he turned round before them all and rebuked
the man. MYLIUS has been the same all through his life. Soon after
he was appointed Vicar of All Saints, he came to me and conferred
as to the course he should adopt. The population was ever on the
increase, and with one curate he could not meet half the demands of
the parish. He had no means to engage another. At last he said,
"I see but one way out of it." "What is that?" I asked.
" To
accept the Ohaplaincy of the Fever Hospital." I quietly asked him,
"Have you counted the cost ~ "
Firmly he replied, "Yes, I have."
In the discharge of his duties at that hospital, he was taken to his
rest. Not long before his death, and while perfectly conscious, there
was the same brave smile upon his cheek-a smile peculiar to himself.
What shall we say? "He doeth all things well." 'N e k!1OW that. Yet
JOHN B. MYLIUS laid down his life as truly for his Ohurch and parish as
ever hero laid down his life for his country on the field, or as St.
Stephen did "for the faith of Ohrist." A fervent prayer followed the
sermon, and then-the large congregation standing-the "Dead March
in Saul" was played.
The funeral took place on W ednesday, January 16th, the first part
of the burial office being said in the church of All Saints, Hatcham.
The interment was in the old churchyard of Elmdon:
O. B. B.

OUR DIVINE KINSMAN'S PITY.
when time had comsed the
LORD, how tender is Thy mercy,
II Then,ages,
Free as tender, rich as free;
Mercy, Pity, sped to earth;
Pitying, pardonin~ chief of sinners,
I Cam'st
Thou forth the Man of
Pitying, pardoning even me 1
Sorrows,
Mercy tender, Pity tearful,
For our sorrows, 10 ~ Thy birth r
Find their fount Divine in Thee;
Flowing thence, they seek the
Born to bear 'I'hy brethren's burdens,
Born to carry e,en mine!
thirsty,
Seeking, find that thirst in me.
Oh, what matchless Mercy, Pity,
Saviour, Jesus, in Thee .shine !
Tender mercy, Lord, befits Thee;
Need like mine befits Thy grace;
Sweet Thy Mercy, deep Thy Pity,
Pity, gentle Lord, Thy Pity
Sweeter, deeper, day by day;
Finds in me its resting-place.
I Deeper as life's shadows deepen,
Sweeter as earth's joys decay.
'Twas Thy Mercy, 'twas Thy PitySoon, oh! soon, in Salem's city,
Ere creation, sin, or manMidst the ransomed sinner-host,
Moved Thee, true and faithful KinsI shall sing the Mercy Triuneman,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
To seCUl'e Redemption's plan.
J AlliES

ORMISTON.

THE old man will never die while we live.-Gurnctll.
GRACE is glory militant, and glory is grace triumphant. Grace is
glory begun; glory is grace made perfect. Grace is the first degree
of glory; glory is the highest degree of grace.-Dyel',
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
THE condi.tion of Europe at the present time is such as to cause gr~ve
apprehenslOn to thoughtful minds. The enormous armaments whICh
the chief Powers are maintaining and increasing, at a ruinous expenditure, form a continuous incentive to war, and it is to be feared
that sooner or later war must thus break out, and with appalling
results. The European armies now number-in this nominal time of
peace, including trained and available reserves-the enormous aggregate of thirteen and a-half millions of men! and these men represent
the most active and productive period of human life, being between
the ages of twenty and forty-five. They are withdrawn from useful
occupations, and maintained and equipped at a tremendous expensp,
so that they may be ready at any moment to engage with one
another in mortal combat. The result is, that the pecnniary condition
of some of the chief Powers is deplorable. It is stated that there is
hardly a natiun on the Oontinent whose balance-sheet for the past
year does not present a gloomy outlook, whilst some of the balancesheets are mere confessions of bankruptcy. National debts are assuming gigantic proportions, industry is crushed by overwhelming burdens,
and there are increasing siO'ns of disaffection and revolt. "The Lord
reigneth," and all will be o"verruled for H is people's good and for His
glory; but it appears as if solemn times are approaching; and not
only do wars and rumours of wars show no sign of ceasing, but there
seems to be a near prospect of their extending and becoming more
serious than ever.
The past session of Parliament has been the most protracted ever
known, and yet it has been the most barren. How much valuahle
time has been squandered for little or no purpose! A daily newspaper remarks:What might we not have done with that predous space of time r
We might have made the Briti.h Navy war-p' 00£ for good and all
against the dangers which are now silently gathering. We might have
faced and dealt with the problem of the ever-increasing distress of the
great agricultural interest in these i,lands. We might have handled
g' andly the great remedy of emigration, which can at once afford relief
to the working population n.nd aid in the growth of our offapring
empires beyond the seas. A dozen other duties and desirable meaSUl es
might be mentioned which clamoured for the hours wearily wasted.
A great loss has been sustained in the mission-field of Africa by the
sudden death of Bishop HILL and his devoted wife. Bishop HILL
succeeded the well-known and remarkable Bishop OROWTHER, the first
native bishop of modern times in Africa. It was no easy task to
follow the latter, but Bishop HILL seemed as suitable a man to undertake the task as could well be found. He was in the very prime of
life, and last year, ere he returned to Africa, he appeared to be in
robust health; but fever laid him and his noble wife low, and they
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both quickly succumbed to it. At a farewell ~neeting which was held
in Exeter Hall, and which was attended by an audience which filled
it in every part, the Bishop gave an address which made a deep
impression.
He said:I have three words to leave with you-an inspimtion, a fellowship, a
-saC1·ifice. I knew one most powerful preacher, one who had been much
used of God in the salvation of souls; and whenever you heard that man
preach, you would often discover that just as he looked down at what you
would think to be notes. he seemed to get some fresh inspiration. And if
you were to go and look at these notes, you would see just one wordJesus. I want you to get a fresh inspimtion to.night from that loving
One, Jesus. Look upon Him, ':;hat you may get a fresh inspiration for
this year's service. And then a fellowship. I do not know if you have
-ever read the remarkable passage in the life of HENRY MARTYN, in which
he gives an account of how he spent a night in agonizing sorrow, which
was the result of a thought coming to his mind of the value of a soul.
I pray God that this year you may know something of the fellowship
with the Lord Jesus Christ in His sorrow for souls. And now that other
word, sacrifice. A noble youth of Rome, who discovered the riches of
God's grace in Christ, and become a follower of the Lord, went to Hermas
with a desire. "What," said he, " can I do in return for such love as this?"
Hermas took out the noble young fellow and showed him something of
the sin of Rome, and as he pointed out here and there something of the
-need of its souls, he said, "Here you will find an altar, and there become
the sacrifice." Look upon the fields, white unto the harvest. Look upon
the millions that are without Christ in the world to.night in their awful
sin, ani you will find an altar, and may God help you to be a "sacrifice."
~,

How soon the speaker himself found that "altar," and became a
sacrifice" !

The Rev. ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, of Venice, gives a remarkable
account of Roman Catholic Reform in ILaly. He says:There are few villal:(es in Italy that have not gone half· way towards
embmcing Catholic Reform; that is to say, there are few that have not
cast off Popery as distinguished from Calholici;m. But as the recoil
from the superstition and error of Romanism often produces indifference,
if not infidelity, there are not, as yet, many villages that have gone the
second half of the way and embraced Reform. However, several have,
and I wish in this paper to tell of one that has just done so, about
which I can speak from personal knowle~ge. This village is called
Papigno. It is situated in the province of Umbria, in the valley of the
Neva. It is picturesquely perched on the shoulder of a hill on the left
bank of that river, halfway between the l~rge manufacturin~ tuwn of
Terni, the reputed birthplace of the historian TACITUS, and the farfamed Falls of 1\'[armore, which so many tourists go to see. Although
Papigno is but a small counky village of some 700 or 800 in popula.
tion, its inhabitants are not solely peasants. The explanation of this
is that the J emit?, who are ever looking about for safe and profitable
investments for their enormous wealth, have opened, in the neighbourhood
of Terni, a large steel foundry, the working of the machinery of which
costs them nothing, as the energy developed at the Falls of La Marmol'e
is utilized for this purpose, and the Italian Government, in order to
turn the natural resources of the district also to account, and, it is
said, to check an unIJatriotic design on the part of the Jesuits, have
-opened a Steel Foundry for the manufacture of swords and guns. A
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number of the artisans employed in these works have chosen tha village
()£ Pa,pigno aq their home. Being young men, full of life and energy,
they soon made their influence felt in "sleepy hollow," and now they
represent the public opinion of the place. A few weeks ago several of
the·e workmen made a pleasure excursion one Sunday morning to
Anone, a village situated some half-a-dozen miles higher up the
valley of the Neva, well known as the home of Count EN RICO DI
(JAMPELLO, ex· Canon of St. Peter's, and Bishop-elect of the Reformed
Catholic National Italian Church. In this village. by the roadside,
dose to the entrance to the little Piazza, Count CAJlIPELLO has been
able to erect, by means of help received from England, a beautiful
little church. When these young men from Papiguo arrived at An'one,
service was going on in this building. Curiosity, in God's providence,
led them to enter it. Never before had they been present at a service
conducted in Italian. For the first time they heard the Scriptures
read and explained, and the glad tidings of salvation preached. For the
first time they saw the preacher stand behind the table and administer
the Holy Communion in a language they understood, instead of the
mumbled mystery of the Mass. The beauty and order of the sel'Vice
c.iptivated them, and the Truth took hold of them. They said, "This is
what we want; our Roman service has never done us any good. We do
not understd.nd the langu~ge in which it is conducted. Our priests are
ignorant, many of them immoral, they cannot teach us." On their
return to Papigno, at the first meeting of the Workmen's Society, they
talked over their Sunday's experiences, and unanimously agreed to request
Count CAMPELLO to send someone (to use the words of their Secretal'y,
Signor ToeCI) "to explain to them more fully what they had heard last
Sunday." The Rev. A. SUZSI (Count CAMPELLO'S assistant at Anone)
went at once, and explained to them privately and in a public conference "the way of God more fully." He gave them Bibles, PrayerbOJks, and pamphlets, which explained the doctrines and government
of the Reformed Catholic Church. They were eagerly read, and studied,
and circulated. The rEsult was, these young men were confirme 1 in
the faith, "Goil adding to their number daily." Persecution ensued,
but the work progresses; and Count CAMPELLO describes it as "una
Eevol1!zione pacifica," "a peaceful revolution," one which marks ,. a
return from Paganism to Christianity, and from the Church of Rome
to the Church of Christ."
Mr. ROBERTSON adds:Truly in Italy the darkness is passing and the true light now shineth.
The Italians are ready to receive the Gospel, and ready to accept a
Reformed Catholic Church. We trust that all in England who value
the blessings of the Reformation, will help the Italians in the "peaceful
revolution" by which they are seeking to obtain like blessings for themselves.
We are glad to observe that the friends of Sabbath observance have
gained a decided victory in Bristol. It was proposed to open the
city libraries and museum on the Lord's Day, and there was some
fear lest the advanced tendencies of a certain section of the people
might prevail. But the Sunday opening party found little suppor~ in
the Town Council, who rejected the proposal by thirty-eight to mneteen. On the other hand, there seems to be a large amount of
Sabbath desecration going on, in a custom which has of late years
been permitted greatly to increase, namely, working cargoes on
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Sundays on board British ships in foreign harbours. The Annual
Report of the Missions to Seamen, mentions one particular instance of
this in the Italian harbour of Savona. Alluding to the small number
of sailors who attend the services at the Seamen's Institute 011
SundaJs, it says:Without doubt the working of cargoes (n board ships on Sundays is
largely responsible for this. There has been an increase in th" number
of men attending the week.day services. It is with Vt'l'y great regret
that we have to record that this evil of Sunddy working on board the
sbips has increased during the past twel,e months; indeed, for two 01three months in succession there was not a single British vessel in port
on Sundays that did not work. Many of the sbip-masters were Godfearing and God-serving men, and again and again have we heard
·laments that they were forced to it. British sailors in an Italian,
Spanish, Belgian, Danisb, Swedish, or Norwegian vessel, in fact, under
any other flag but their own, may be seen enjoying their Day of Rest
when tbey happen to have a Sunday in port, but under the British flag
this right, this necessity is denied them. Can it be wondered at that by
some we are looked upon as a nation of shopkeepers, wbose only God is·
money, and whose gains are thought of far more importanc" than the·
souls of men? It is a sore disgrace.

A National Conference has been held at Nottingham, upon the
subject of Anti-Vivisection. It appears to have been very successful,
the local press giving extended reports of it, and a wide-spread
interest being manifested in the proceedings. Besides eminent laymen,
bishops, and clergy, a large number of medical men supported it.
One of the latter, Dr. A. WALL, said:If experiments on animals were entirely prohibited, medical and surgica}
science would advance much more certainly and rapidly, through the
increased attention which would be bestowed on clinical and pathological
study, instead of the mind being led astray by the latest alleged
triumph of vivisection. . . . Look at its 2,000 years of agony and.
torture, 2,000 years wherein men and women, as well as animals, have
been slowly dissected alive. Has it saved one human life? :My answel'
is an emphatic No.

And Dr. BELL TAYLOR, after exposing the failure of some so-c::tlled
"cures," supposed to have been effected through the agency of vi visection,
stated : The propel' study for mankind is man, and if a doctor is to learn his
business it must be at the bedside of his patient. Nature is for evet'
performing ex~eriments of the most delicate and suggestive kind,
experiments which it is impossible for mechanical artifice to imitate
or nalize, and it is to the careful observation of the symptoms in
such cases during life, and to the careful swdy of the lessons that
accompany them after dEath, that we mue~ look for such advance usis possible in the science of medicine and surgery to.day. That is the
true method of study, the only fruitful method; and I am convinced
that those who abandon it in the hope of finding a royal road to fame
and fortune by torturing animals, are not only wasting their time and
laying up for themselves an old age of remorse, but, like the man with
the muck.rake, they are actually turning away from the crown of glory
which awaits them in the path of legitimate stnoy.
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Sky Pilot; 0'1', TY01'!c and Advent1&re ltr01md the Goodwin
THOMAS STANLEY TREANOR, M.A., Author of
"Heroes of the Goodwin Sands." London: The Religious Tract
Society.
MR. TREANOR has already made his mark in the book world by his
interesting book, entitled, "Heroes of the Goodwin Sands," and this
new book is an admirable addition. It is attractively illustrated and
bound, and is full of interesting and thrilling incidents which Mr.
TREANOR bas met with in the fulfilment of his duties as a Ohaplain
of the" Missions to Seamen," at Deal and in the Downs. The author
.explains that the term, "Sky Pilot," is a term which is applied by
sailors to all clergymen and chaplains. "It is," he says, "no doubt
used chiefly in jest, but behind the jest there lies in Jack's breast a
solemn conviction that a Sky Pilot is what he wants, and just what
the ministers of Ohrist should be." The following extract:; may give
some idea of the book:Let me bring my readers to the deck of the Ked?'on, a north-country'
b'Hque, at anchor in the DOWGS on a fine November day. It was the 28th
-of that month, and the Ked1'on was homeward bound, after a voyage of
two years and three months. They had been tradin~ in the East Indies,
and were bound from Mauritius and Oa,diz to Riga with a cargo of damaged
cocoa-nuts; that is, if the port of Riga were open or free from ice; if
dosed by ice, they were to go to North Shields, where wives and sweethearts,
mothers and sisters, anxiously awaited them. Hence it can be imagined how
eagerly they hoped the news would be sent them that Riga was frozen up.
On deck all hands gathered round me, and in the fulness of their hearts
at once more hearing the English tongue and seeing English land, all
shook hands with me. I asked them, "Have you got any books?"
"Not a book," was the reply-a reply, I think, which should find its
Wd.y into the hearts of more favoured people ashore, and touch all our
consciences to the very quick.
"Not a book among the sailors forward for two years!" was my reply.
"L=t me give you twenty volumes, and other reading matter as well."
They rubbed their hands together with pleasure, and were more than
pleased and grateful.
"Any accidents on. board," I sa.id, "these two year" past? All safe
home ?"
"Yes," they said, "all as well and as 83.fe as the day we left home."
"Wbat blessings you have had!" I said; "you know what the longsuffering of a merciful God should lead us to?"
\Vhereat there was dead silence.
"Suppose," I said, "all hands gather on deck, and that, considering
God's mercies to all of us in the past, and what we owe to Him, and
how much we need from Him, we have a service, all included, even to
the cabin boy."
JI'ly proposal was agreed to, and all assembled. Olose by the wheel I
stood, ...nd the men leaned against the bulwarks. The white decks were
under our feet, and the multitudinom rigging stood out against the blue
majestic roof, fretted with golden fire. Aloft could be heard the solemn
music of wind, a sound so suggestive, when he.Lrd in the rigging, of the
thousand perils at sea, and with this great accompaniment we raised the
hymn, "I need Thee, precious Jesus!" to the well-known music of "Home,
It
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sweet home!" The Litany was read; another hymn followed; and tben
the text and short address upon the needs of sailors.
When I thought of their long, lonely two years' absence frem home,
the mercies they had received, the temptations and unknown perils, and,
above all, the eternity of weal or woe before them and me, it was impossible
not to feel that that which they most needed, whether they knew it or
not, was, in a word, " Jesus." And as the burning, intent gaze of the
rugged sailor faces around me met mine, I saw that to some, at leastGod the Holy Ghost grant it may have been to all I-the word spoken
had not been spoken in vain.
Service over, and the last words having been said, just as I was clambering
over the side into the boat, I saw a whispered consultation being vigOl'ously
carried on between the mates.
"Hold on, sir! One minute!" said the mate, and then in a hesitating
and apologetic tone, "We have a splendid piece of corned beef, that's fit
for a king, in a manner 0' speaking, and we were all considering if you'd
accept of it."
" No! no! my dear lads," I said. "God ,bless you all, and keep you t
I will not accept it this time."
But the mate pleaded hard that I should take it. "It's corned beautiful,"
he said. "You can't corn it ashore the way we do at sea."
Touched to the heart, I still refused, and commending them solemnly
to God as I stood in the stern sheets of my boat, we pushed off, and turned
seawal'ds.
The port of Riga was not closed by ice, but was open, therefore they did
not go to North Shields, where loving hearts awaited them, Alas! they
never reached North Shields, for that day fortnight I read these lines in
The Stanclm'd: "The British barque Kedl'on went ashore near Dome Kess,
off Riga. All hands were lost."
Stupefied, I read the words again and again, and the ,anity of human
wishes, and the disappointments of life, and the broken hopes of humanity
rose before me, and in the light of those thousand shattered expectations,
and of man's crushing sorrows, I cannot refrain from asking you, readeryou, whose eye now reads these lines-what you think is our sailors' deepest
need, and your own?
It was no accident or motion of blind chance which on that day led us
to ,the words"I need Thee, precious Jesus,
For I am full of sin:
My soul is dark and guilty,
My heart is dead within;
I need the cleansing fountain,
'Where I can always flee,
The blood. of Christ most preciou.•,
The sinner's perfect plea."
The sudden sweeping into eternity of a mass of brave men, with whom
one had a few days before gathered together under circumstances of peculiar solemnity, is deeply impressive to oneself, and teaches one the awful
importance of opportunities, and energizes the minister of Jesus for his
next meeting with sailors, and for his work amongst them.
The work in the Downs is not confined to British ships and British
sailors, but extends to ships and sailors of other nations, as, for example,
in the following case;An incident on board another French vessel is worth description. At a
distance we saw she was French, and we were prepared to haul her. Once
on deck, and having paved the way with the captain, I provided myself
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with tracts, books, Gospels, and the New Testament; and thus equipped,
hands and pockets alike full, I went round the ship, followed by Olie man,
who having heard what I said to others, and having himself accepted
books, at last came right round in front of me, and stood stopping my
way, arms folded.
"Your religion is better than mine," he said. "You speak to people
ltbout God and their souls; you give us good books to read-even the
Evangile; I never saw th'tt done in France."
My readers will notice the opportunity thus opened. Onwards I went
alon" the wide decks, speaking to everyone I met, and making my way
forw~rd to the men's habitation. At the door of the galley stood the
cook, in a white paper cap and white apron, olive·.;oloured as to f<lce,
and one of the finest.looking men I have ever seen. Seeing the bundle
of tracts in my hand, he said to me, in good English"Are these Protestant tracts?"
Now it would have been possible, with bated breath and in a bondman's
key, to have given some watery explanation that would have taken the
edge off the word "Protestant"; but this was not possible for one who
loved the sacred and glorious word, and who besides thought that truth
and boldness was the safest course, as well as the course of duty.
It might be argued erroneously by some, that to explain away the word
"Protestant," might have removed some possible prejudice from the mind
of the questioner; but the same line of argument might be used to justify
the explaining away of the word "Christian" under similar circumstances.
At any rate, I simply said" Yes!" in reply.
"I like that," the Frenchman said.
" Why?" was my answer.
"Because," he said, "in that case I know they are full of Jesus Christ."
This made me rai~e my heart in thanks to God; and I asked him, " Are
you a Roman Catholic?"
"Yes," he said, "but I hate my own religion."
" Why?" I asked again.
"Because," was his memorable reply, "I hate the Confessional."
" Why?" again was my answer, being resolved to put no leading q ues·
tion to the man, and so get at his own real mind.
" Because," he s.aid, "when I was a boy, I was taught sins in the Con.
fessional that I never dreamed of before."
" But, thank God," I said, "you have your great High Priest, even JESUS."
"Yes! but I did not know of that then! Now, thank God, I see what
I was blind to then."
"Who taught you to see the truth?"
"No one," he said: "at first, only the New Testament, which I got after
some time; but now, at home in France, my wife and I always go to the
Protestant Church."
Here, among the crowd of Frenchmen, was a true believer in Jesus, who
had turned in disgust from corrupt and blasphpmous practices, and who
had been led, I could not doubt it, by the Holy Spirit of God to the great
High Priest Himself, as the blind man described in the ninth chapter of
John.

Rep01't of the Proceeclings of the Thirty-.first Cliftan COl1je1'enCe of Christians
of all Denominations, held in the Victoria Rooms, Dctouel' 3, 4, 5, 1893.
Bristol: W. F. MACK.
A SHORT account of that time of favour and blessing appeared in the
October Number of this Magazine.
Those who were there will now
peruse the Report, just received, with delightful refreshing, and many
who were prevented from being present will welcome its publication.
TbE' subject speaks for itself, "The glorious Gospel of the blessed God,"
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~md to have heard, or now to read, that subject handled in the manner
tin which it was by some twenty speakers, was enough to encourage the
most timid and faint-hearted amongst us.
Truly, the glorious Gospel
of the grace of God has not lost any of its savour, power, or unction,
and God's childr~n will do well to take heart in remembering that for
thirty-one years these conferences have been held in unity of spirit and
in the bond of peace. All hearts were gladdened in response to earnest
prayers put up on his behalf, that the dear convener, the Rev. J.
ORMISTON, was granted strength equal to his day. His presence cast a
cheering ray of sunshine on all. His words were full, and weighty, and
,coming from the heart of one who has been much in the furnace, we
cannot do better than close our review with his short address;My dear friends, before we proceed to worship our God, I wish to
say how much I shall ri'eed your kind indulgence, from time to time,
throughout our proceedings this year. I believe, in answer in measure
to your fervent prayers on my behalf last year, a degree of physical
recovery has been divinely granted me, and I am therefore privileged to
preside this year at our Annual Conference. Many of my brethren here
are kindly prepared to affol d me practical help in the conducting of our
proceedings, shou'd I require it; but I did feel a longing in my heart to
be allowed to take the chair at the outset of our meetings, and this I
now do with a desire that God Himself may be glorified. We meet, dear
friends, this year, to moui'n the absence frOni our midst of several beloveil
brethren and sisters who have been accustomed to join us at these conference meetings. The Lord has 'been pleased to take from us dear
Dr. DOUDNEY, the Rev. F. Cox, Rev. T. SMITH, and deal' :lliss Ht:LL.
along with others whom we loved truly in the Lord, and you will find
that the opening hymn, which we shall presently sing, is based upon the
fact that although we be thus separated in body one from another, we yet
are one in Chris~ Jesus. "Death hides, but it cannot divide." Let us,
therefore, dwell upon the resurrection side of this our sorrow, and look up
with joyful countenance into the face of Him who, I am confident, will
lovingly preside over the proceedings of this our thirty-first conference.

The Parish He/peT; or, as has been so familiar to m, Old Jonathan,
which has appeared in a new guise, a new Editor, and a new name.
The question will arise, is there room amidst the teeming numbers for
yet another Magazine in the way of a Parish Helper? 'Ve think there
is, if still kept on the lines of the distinctive doctrines the late dear
Editor cherished. It is a great help to the head of a parish, and the
tract distributor, to have a Magazine the vie'l'l's of which are in accordance with his own. Then the book is a true Parish Helper. We
are glad to see the name of DOUDNEY figures largely in it; a worthy
successor to the revered name, who not only originated but was the
mainstay of Old Jonathan for so many years, hi, daughter, Mrs. E.
DOUDNEY ADAMs, contributes in her·telling style to iLs pages. The
new Editor promises, in his first article, that "the old flag is still
flying." We re-echo the heartfel t prayer of its many readers, that so
we may find it.
May the Standard-bearer be the Lord Jesus Ohrist
Himself, and the Holy Spirit the Divine Teacher. Then may we expect
the blessing of the Most High upon the Parish Helper.
ALSO RECEIVED.-His Shadow; Rest and Reaping; The Rock; Q1larterly
Report of the Evcmgelical Protestant Union, &r., &~.

