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Who comforteth ns in all our tribulation, that we may be able to eomfort them which are in any
•
trouble. hy the comfort wherewith we oarselves are comforted of Ged."-2 COR. i. 4.

"MY FATHER'S BUSINESS."
(LUKE ii. 49.)

short phrase, which occurs among the first recorded words
of Jesus, sums up the whole counsel of the Eternal Three. How
lovely is the spirit of this wondrous utterance of Him who left
His Father's bosom to do His will on earth. 'What depths of selfdedication it implies. And all this when Jesus was only about
twelve years of age. He had come up with Joseph and Mary
from Nazareth to Jerusalem to eat His first Passover, after the
custom of the .law. Just as, "with great desire" He desired to
eat His last Passover, some twenty-one years later (Luke xxii. 15),
so, no doubt, it had long been His expectation to partake of this
first observance of the Feast whose spiritual meaning centred wholly
in Himself. For it is an incontestable fact that, from His earliest.
days Jesus knew that" He was come from God, and went to God."
He knew His Sonship of the Father-His eternal and co-equal
Godhead with the Father.
When J oseph and Mary sorrowingly sought the Holy Child in
the Galilean caravan, and found Him not, they must retrace their
mistaken footsteps, and search the city of solemnities, if so be
they may find Him. "I will arise now, and go about tho city;
in the streets, and in the broad ways, I will seek Him whom my
soul loveth: I sought Him, but I found Him noL" No; Jesus
did not frequent the streets of earth's cities, nor walk, even in
<lhildhood, in their seductive broad ways. He came not to mingle
with the children of men. His was a walk holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners. What then? Where did
Joseph and Mary, who had' entailed upon themselves-by their
watchlessness-trouble, anxiety, and sorrow, find the Son of the
Blessed? What was the last place whore they inquired for
HilD? Why, the one place whither~had they spiritually
appreciated His Divine Sonship and His mission-they would
THIS

66

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

have hastened when they returned to Jerusalem. -They found
Him in His Father's house. Oh, beloved friends, where should
we seek Jesus, if not in His Father's house? There were two
important reasons why Jesus, when He "tarried behind iu
J ernsalem," made the Temple His abode.
First, it was
nominally His Father's House, and there it was IIis FatMr's
Word was nominally honoured.
Yet, J oseph and Mary appear
to have spent much precious time in looking for Him elsewhere.
It forcibly reminds us of the angelic rebuke of another Mary,
when she searched the sepulchre for her risen Lord, "Why seek ye
the living among the dead?" Alas! how often we do likewise.
Nevertheless, as in the case of all who diligently seek Him,
He was found of the sorrowing ones, !' Sitting in the midst of
the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions."
Yes, there sat the Ancient of Days at the feet of pool: fallible
Jewish teachers-Cl hearing them"! What unspeakable condescension !
What incomprehensible humiliation!
"Asking them
questions"! What marvellous questions must those have been,
coming from the lips of Him who spake in the Psalmist, saying,
"I have more understanding than all My teachers" (Psalm
<lxix. 99). Well might all that heard Him be "astonished at
His understanding and His answers" (Luke ii. 47), for He
Himself could have averred, had the time to reveal Himself
come, "I am understanding" (Prov. viii. 14).
Brethren beloved, let us be clear and emphatic in our faith
and our testimony regarding the wlderstancling and knowledge of
JEHOVAH JESUS. There are popular teachers among us who
charge upon Jesus that E;is knowledgo was imperfect, and, like
the knowledge of fallen mankind, progressive and only comparatively accurate. Were that so, many of His sl:!-yings recorded in
the four inspired Gospels would be worthy of credit in part,
only. And who could determine for us which were absolutely free
from imperfection of knowledge? Clearly, only a mind better
informed than His could pass a just criticism on His utterances.
Oh, what assurance and consolation the truth of God ministers
to us when the Holy Spirit shows it unto us in the Person of
Christ-both God and Man. How appalling is the modern
invention of certain leaders in the two popular schools of
Sacerdotalism 'and Rationalism that CHRIST, the ETERNAl, WORD,
was dependent on man for an increase of light and knowledge!
As soon might the majestic sun in the heavens wait upon the
feeble sparks of man's' kindling forO an increase of light and
heat! The Christ of God came into this poor benighted world
to give, not to rooeive light. He was "sent," not to 1'oooive, but
to make, a Revelation. "I,~ Him was light, and the light was
the 11/e of men. And the light shineth in darkness, and th
darkness comprehended it not" (John i. 4, 5),
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Jesus lingered in His Father's House. He had kept the
Feast. He had found it good to be there. In the Paschal
lamb He had fully recognized the typical sacrifice of Himself.
In the bitter herbs He had eaten He fore-tasted the meritorions
affiictions which awaited Him throughout His ministry, and
especially in Gethsemane and at Golgotha. He knew that the
Passover commemorated the deliverance of the firatborn in Israel
from death; when the Passover Angel slew the flower of the
family in every Egyptian household. The rite was full of
suggestive Gospel truth to the soul of the Son of Man. Is it
marvellous, dear brethren in Him, that He lingered in the
Temple-His Father's Hause?
This Passover was the first
great departure in the servic.e He had come down from heaven
to fulfil.
"My Father's business"! Mary, in her sad ignorance, asks,
"Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us.2 Behold, Thy father
and I have sought Thee sorrowing." Yet, see, dear brethren,
how gently the Infinitely Wise One answered the error. "How
is it that ye sought Me?" "Wist ye not that I must be about
My Father's business?" All His thoughts centre in the Father
whom He had left on high. That Father-His only Fatherso far from seeking Him sorrowing, had been delighting Himself
in His beloved Son, and in His worship and obedience, as "Son
of Man." Oh, those deep, Divine few words! "My Father's
business"! He" must" be occupied with the work His Father
had given Him to do, and which, in an everlasting Covenant,
He had sworn in love and grace to accomplish. He" must"
fulfil all righteousness, and, as the Surety of' the Covenant, He
" must" take the lowest place of obedience the Law demands.
The" business" which GOD the FATHER had committed into His
hands, in order to save with an everlasting salvation a multitude
of poor guilty sinners of Adam's race, "must," at· all costs, be
discharged. The glory of the FATHER had the dominant place
in His heart. 'e Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God." The law
of God was within His heart. The zeal of His Father's house
consumed Him.
Can we, beloved, be too firmly rooted and grounded in the
following lessons from the foregoing important Gospel facts?
1. Jesus knew· His Divine Sonship. He knew perfectly, at twelve
years of age, .that He was GOD the SON. He knew that He was
"from above." Eighteen years later Satan tried his diabolical
utmost to contest that knowledge'by his oft-repealed innuendo-" If
Thou art the Son of God "-but met with an unwavering repulse,
the force and virtue of which were drawn from the written Word.
"My F(tther's business." Surely, if He knew God to be His Father,
He knew Himself to be GOD'S SON! Thus, from a child, Jesus
asserted His glorious Godhead, and proclaimed His Divine comF

2
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mission. Ciroumstances, men, and demons oontested His persistent
olaims to be GOD of GOD, but onward, throughout His life of strife
with the powers of darkness He maintained the truth-" I am from
above" - until "by the resurreotion from the dead" He was
"determined [margin] to be the SON of GOD with power, acoording
to the SPIRIT of holiness" (Rom. i. 4).
" Go, and seal the sepulchre,
Make it sure, for much depends ;
Jesus, living, did aver
He would rise and meet His
friends.
" Hell its utmost aid will give;
Go, alld hold the prisoner fast;
Satan knows that should He
live,
Long his kingdom cannot last.

" 0 ye vain and foolish men,
What though hell and earth
combine,
Jesus will revive again,
Death his prisoner must resign.
" Lo, the appointed hour is come!
All suspense for ever ends;
Jesus lives, and leaves the tomb;
See! He stands among His
friends! "

2. He also well knew the "business" which His Father had given
Him to discharge. "His Name shall be oalled JESUS, for He
shall save His' people from their sins." That was the oommission-and nothing less-whioh He reoeived at the hands of that
Father who had loved His needy people with an "everlasting
love." In Ohrist, the persons of that people, that "peouliar
people," had been ohosen; and JESUS, when He oame down
from on high, knew every individual whom lIe had undertaken
to ransom, to reooncile to justice, to quicken by the Spirit, and
to glorify for ever. It is this truth which peculiarly sweetens
the joy of the humble believer in Christ crucified. The definiteness of the Father's counsel, concerning the life and death of
IMMANUEL, affords solidity and finality to the hop.e of a truEting
sinner's soul. Those precious words of the incarnate Son of
God, in the temple, are an unimpeachable title and warrant
upon which faith may rest, without room for a moment's doubt
or question. The Apostle Paul was building on this very
foundation, in prospect of eternity, when he declared, "I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that whioh I have committed to Him against that day"
t2 Tim. i. 12). And ten thousand times ten thousand of gracecalled sinners since have been enabled by the HOLY SPIRIT to
live and to die upon that solid Gospel truth.
3. The words of Jesus-" My Father's business"-likewise prot'c
that, even in the qarliest yelJ1'S of His incarnation life, He was
fully alive to His Oovenant responsibility. Let us again emphasize
that little word "must" (OE'). Oh, deal' fellow-believers in our
adorable LORD JESUS, let us seek graoe to enter more fully into
the deep and rich mine of salvation truth, which lies embedded
beneath that single, God-breathed word-" must." JESUS was
conscious, from the years of infanoy, with the terms, the
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Covenant terms, on which He had, in a past eternity, laid Himself
under responsibility to visit and redeem His people. That was
the ever-present motive that impelled Him forward from
Bethlehem to Calvary. He openly confessed that He had before
Him a baptism-one of blood-to be baptized with which
" straitened" Him until it was accomplished. The cross was
never absent from His mind. The imputed sins of His people
were prospectively growing up as a mighty mountain between
His soul and GOD.
Yet, He set His face as a flint, and
suffered neither' Satan nor man to hinder the fulfilment of the
obligations of His Covenant SuretYship. "I must work the
works of Him that sent Me, while it is day."
4. Then, lastly, we may well note that, the words, " M.1/ Father's
business," bespeak the fidelity and obedience of Jesus. The work
His Father had given Him to do lay close at His heart. If
Mary and Joseph were "amazed" when they found their
Redeemer about His Father's business, we may well believe that
much greater was His wonder at their dulness of apprehension
concerning His salvation mission. Had He not come tovidt
and redeem His people? How was He straitened until that
stupendous work was accomplished! All His thoughts were
occupied upon that one-that eternal-obligation, and He 'U:ould
fulfil it. He had loved His Father's scattered children with an everlasting love, and by Covenant pledge had undertaken to "bring
them to God." Oh,dear fellow-believers in this precious
Saviour, let us adore Him for His wondrous fidelity to that
Covenant. Nothing was suffered by Him to interfere with the
work of perfecting our redemption from the curse of the Law.
from the pit of destruction, and from the power of sin and
Satan. Is it not lovely to trace His ways in grace and truth?
-to see how He set His face like a flint against everything
and everyone, whose interposition hindered the prosecution of
His "obedience unto death." "Having loved His own which
were. in the world, He loved them unto the end." No rest did
Re take throughout the long weary years of His service under
the Law, until He could triumphantly declare, "IT IS FINISHED!"
Brethren, let us cleave to this Blessed One-and know no other
stand, Yea, let our song continually be"I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand;
Not e'en where glory dwelIeth,
In Immanuel's Land."

THE

EDITOR.

MANY doubting Christians get safe to heaven that often feared they
should never get in; but all that get entrance there are immediately
assured that they shall never be turned out again.-Trail.
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MUCH DISCOURAGED.
•, The soul oj the people was much discouraged bec!~use of the way."NUMBERS xxi. 4.
THERE is no "royal road" from Egypt to Canaan. The way into
the kingdom of glory lies" through much tribulation." Yet, thank
God, there is a "must" in the inspired Scripture which declares an
important experimental truth: "Through much tribulation we must
enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Acts xiv. 22). J eaus, our faithful
Forerunner, has, as "the Breaker," come up before His redeemed
people. In Him "they have broken up, and passed through the
gate, and are gone out by it" (Micah ii. 13). This glorious verity,
however, is realized by faith only. When we come to actual everyday experience, the pathway of the believer in Jesus is often one of
sharp conflict, keen anxiety, severe hardship, and sore discouragement.
Few readers of these lines will dissent from the statement that,
"many are the afflictions of the righteous." Y'lit, on' the other hand,
there is much to be added by way of counterpoise.
Perhaps few blessings that come to us, dear brethren in Christ, are
richer in profit to our souls than sanc(ified aiflictions. This experience
is peculiar to the dear children of God. To unbeliever.., un-sanctified
troubles are tokens of God's wrath. ~t is to sc~nctified tribulation Jesus
refers, when He declares, "As many as I love,' I rebuke and
chasten" (Rev. iii.•19). Discouragement is designed, in the unerring
wisdom of our Heavenly Father, to test our reliance on His covenanted
resource.., on the one hand, and, on the other, to bring to light the
hidden unbelief and folly of our hearts. When grace is in lively
exercise in these hearts of ours, our various trials serve to quicken
desire after that" peaceable fruit of righteousness" which follows upon
sanctified exercises. As that acute expositor of the operations of the
Holy Spirit's g-race in the hearts of. God's children-the late JAMES
HARRINGTON EVANs-once observed, "When a saint of God is in
affliction, the great desire of his soul should not be how he I)1ay be
supported under it, but that he may ,have the wh9le sanctified possession
of the trouble, come out of the furnace increasingly 'purifitld, 3I~d
have a louder song on account 9f it to all eternity." When a child
of God is under Divine discipline, it is his wisdom to investigate the
state of his heart. Alas! how often, dear brethren, wo ponder the
distressful circumstances of our lot, instead of seeking to justify God's
rod, and searching out the equity and equality of His dealings with
us! As a worthy old Puritan divine once observed, we need "two
eyes" in these matters. "I' am black "-that is the result of looking
within-" but comely"-that is the blessed result of believing in
JESUS. Discouraged we must be, when we reflect on our own devious
and foolish ways. Our every footsttJP, viewed in the light of God's
countenance, is seen to be errant and crooked '; our holiest services
need to be washed in the blood of the Lamb. ' Ob, dear fellowsoldiers in 'the daily conflict with self and sin, 'let us seek more
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habitually to contemplate that precious Gospel truth, "Ye are com·
plete in Him." The humble-hearted believer in· the. Lord Jesus can
never too highly triumph "in Christ." As gracious WILLIAM MASON
long' since said: "Though in ourselves we are perfect weakness, and
entire sinfulness, and have neither joy nor victory; yet in Ohrist we
should ever be shouting the triumph of His victory, for over every
enemy that is against us 'we: are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us.'"
,.
Thus, the grace-saved people of God, while sorely perplexed
and discouraged because of constant struggles with indwelling sin,
and external temptation, are provided for in their crucified, risen,
and glorified Substitute and. Redeemer with a propitiation whi.ch
meritoriously meets all their sins, infirmities, and felt corruptions.
One of the most cheering facts recorded in the Prophets concerning
Jesus, as the Saviour of His people, is, that" He shall not fail nor be
<liscoumged ,. (Isaiah xlii. 4). No; with Him is no failure in His
wondrous undertaking to "save to the uttermost" those whom the
Spirit enables and constrains to come unto Him for acceptance.
He was not. "discouraged," though" straitened," when, alone,. He
trod the winepress of God's holy wrath; and certainly He cannot be
" discouraged" now that He is exalted by the Father to the right
hand of the Majesty on high. The poor, tempted, storm-tossed saints
of Got! do well to remember that the victory of CHRIST is the certain
pledge of their own final triumph over all foes-carnal, spiritual,
and circumstantial. In every age, JEHOVAH'S saints have been more
or less distressed by reason of the difficulties besetting the path through
the wilderness which the infinite wisdom of their "Leader and Com,
mander" has marked out. for them. Each heart ha.s known its own
bitterness. Each heart has expressed its anguish in the ancient
formula, "My way is hid from the Lord."
Each heart, in the
hour of its weakness and fear, has taken up the wail of fugitive
David, "I shall one day perish at the hand of Sau!." Each heart
1ms given vent, in its turn, to the poignant distress of the sin·
pursued Apostle, "0 wretched man that I am!. who shall deliver me
from. the body of 'this death 1 "
. Yes, the way to Zion lies through "a waste howling wilderness,~'
" He has told us no less." " In the world ye shall have tribulation"
(John xvi. 33). But why be discouraged ~ Does He not add .an
important qualifying clause to that discouraging .declaration ~ He
does. He does! Oh, let us, then, dwell continually on His prompt
-exhortation, "But be of good cheer: I HAVE OVERCOMI£ THE WORLD."
,Here, the door of deliverance from our disappointments and disoCouragements is opened. With His owJi most loving, gentle hand He
wipes away our tears, and soothes our sobbing hearts. True, the way
'01' the believer in JESUS is rough, thorny, and beset with bitter
spiritual foes, Yet, JESUS dissipates all our gloom and apprehension
in a moment by His authoritative and effective mandate, "Bo of good
cheer."
Dear reader, the bosom of JESUS is the refuge of every frightened
dove. Thel'e is a "secret place of the stairs" in which the wing.
weary turtle finds .her impregnable shelter. The footsore pilgrim. is
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provided with a secure rest-house on the steep and, rugged ascent
which leads to the city of the King. JESUS Himself is that resthouse. ' Thus, "we which have believed do enter into rest." And how
sweet is this rest! Who can disturb it 1 He who watches over
Israel may safely be trusted to neither slumber nor sleep. The poor.
helpless people of God are His constant carp, for they are His
portion. Jacob, limping and halting in his daily pilgrimage, is yet
the "blessed of the Lord." Oh for grace to enter fully and feelingly
into the sacred record concerning us,-yes, "us," beloved in Christ,"He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the
apple of His eye" (Deut. xxxii. 10). Is your pathway one which
sorely discourages you 1 Oh, brother, contemplate what it is to be
" kept" as the apple of JEHOVAH'S eye!
J. O. '
ESPOUSALS.
TR,IS espousal or marriage relation between Christ and true believers
:!lows from the riches of Divine grace, as its only spring and fountain.
That any of the sons of men are married or espoused to Christ is not
on account of merit 6r deservings in them, but entirely from free
grace and love working in the heart of God and Christ towards
them. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3), as if He should
say, "I have drawn thee out of thy sins, out of thy unbelief, out of all
thy carnal rests and refuges, and I have drawn thee to Myself, intE)
union and communion with Myself, into a marriage covenant and
relation with Myself, and all from Mine own free love, that love,
that kindness that has been in My heart towards thee from everlasting." How true-all of grace! Have we birth or parentage to
induce Him 1 No, alas! we are all by nature slaves of the wicked
one. Have we beauty and amiableness 1 No, for we are all black and
deformed in ourselves, but we are comely in Him only. This espousal
between Christ and believers is effected by His sovereign grace.
When souls are married to a precious Christ, it is not done by any
power of their own, therefore the Apostle says, "I havl' espoused
you to an Husband," that is, "I by my ministry, T by preaching the
everlasting Gospel, have been the instrument in the Spirit's hand for
your espousal to Christ," which shows how powerless any are to come to
Christ unless they are sweetly constrained by the love of the Father.
, Yes, when we are drawn to Christ, then of ourselves we are powerless,
and can do nothing-I< Without Me ye can do, nothing "-so then the
child of God says, "Draw me, I will run after Thee" (Sot's Song i. 4),
as if she would say, "Lord, in myself I cannot stir one foot towards
Thee; but do Thou put forth Thy power, and then, imd not till then,
shall I come nearer Thee."
So, then, here is power, mighty power; the greatness of the mighty
power of God, which raised Ohrist from the dead, and all put forth
to enable us to believe, and so to close with Christ in a marriage
covenant.-Extract f1'om the" Best :Match."
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"WHERE HASI' THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
THE BELIEVER'S COURSE.
(Acts xxviii.)
(Continuedfrom page 23.)

cc AND after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which
had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux." "0 the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
llnsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!"
(Rom. xi. 33.) Marvellous the intricate blendings of providence and
grace in this case! Who shall tell the results of that winter of ploughing
the fallow ground of many a heart on Melita, and sowing of the incorruptible seed to bear fruit to eternal life 1 Paul and Aristarchus
must winter there, that some precious souls might spend eternal summer
in the land of light and glory. Servants of Christ should remember
that the winter work of the ministry is essential to harvesting precious
souls. Dig deep; break the clods with the mattock, of the Word, if
. you would avoid a barren soil! Remember the promise, "And on all
hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither
the fear of briers and thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of
oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle" (Isaiah vii. 25). So their
winter work would leave behind converts who should be "strong to
labour in Word and doctrine" and" lesser cattle" to teach and admonish
the people! All this is sublime, as links in the chain whereby God
is glorified in His servants in adversity and prosperity. - Notice, further,
a ship of Alexandria, the great shipping depot of that time must also
"winter in the isle." God is at no loss to convey· His ministers
cc whither the Spirit was to go." "Howbeit he meaneth not so, neitl!er
doth his heart think so" (Isaiah x. 7). The captain had not taken
them into his account, but- •
"In some way or other the Lord will provide.
" And this be the token-no word He hath spoken
Was ever yet broken: The Lord will provide."
He bas said to Paul, "Thou must bear witness also at Rome"
(Acts xxiii. 11), and shall the Lord of all the earth want a ship to
convey His ambassadors thither 1 Divine purpose and providence is
in the plan for the ship whose sign was Castor and Pollux to be
waiting there in readiness for those servants of Christ, who were
included in the "Covenant-, ordered in all things and sure," that they
might "be careful for nothing," and realize that though wrecked, and
"having nothing," they were" yet possessing all things." Oh, if our
eyes were opened, how often should we be rejoicing, even in adverse
circumstances, because of there being a pathway wherein love infinite·
displays new tokens of tender care. Surely this is why we are so
-often enjoined to remember the way the Lord our God hath led us,
because in the review we see His wonder-working way as we did not
observe it while we were treading the intricate path 1 Doubtless there
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IS even design in the name of the vessel being mentioned by the
Inspirer of the Word. Some have been led to make the stars a
study, with a view to trace Gospel teaching there! Probably the
. signs of the Zodiac, though at first sight heathenish enough in their
origin, have been mystified. from a corruption of the truth set forth
in the Holy Scripture, just as the learned writer of Traditions of
Eden has fully proved that the various heathen religions have
all of them been mixed up with traditions of a woman, a tree, and a
serpent! We know that "He telleth the number of the stars; He
calleth them all by their names" (Psalm cxlvii. 4). Dr. BULLINGER, in
The Witness of the Stars, and Dr. SEISS, in The Gospel in the Stars,
have shown that every star name has its meaning, and that Infinite
wisdom shines in this lofty page, where every name, and the arrangement of every cluster, goes to set. forth that most stupendous work
of all God';; works-Redemption! Thus, while SOJJ;le despise the cross
of Christ, and' would deny His atoning sacrifice thereon, God hath set
its glory in the heavens in the constellation Crux, the Cross; and
hidden beneath the. myths of ancient days, lies portrayed the conflict
of a Mighty One with the serpent ill. Zodiacal signs, and He .who
only can (and will shortly) crush the Hydra, the many-headed monster,
beneath His feet, or cleanse the 4ugean stable of ,the human head,
must be none other than He who is the Mighty God and the
Prince of Peace.
Thus Gemini, the twins, the joined, the completed, called by the
Romans Castor and Pollux, and looked upon by them as the patron
saints of navigation (hence used as the sign of the ship), convey
to the mind of the writer of the Gospel in the Stq,7'S, the loving
union subsisting between Christ and His Church", because One figure
is represented .as a' :woman; and they follow qtlickly in the heavens
after the cluster Orion, he who cometh forth in brightness, the swift,
the ,brilliant, who holds aloft the skin of the slain lion. Difficult
as some portions of the subject are in the tracing out, from heathen
myths surrounding, we cannot overlook the fac~ that we have the
astronomical names to this day precisely as they are mentioned in
the books of Job and Amos. Arcturus, Orion, the Pleiades, seven
stars, and the chamber of the south (Scorpio) (Job ix. 9, and Amos
v. 8); Mazzaroth, the twelve signs (Job xxxviii. 32, 33). . It is
surely worth while to 'study the names which Jehovah gave them,
seeing how many point to the Coming One and His mighty deeds J
" We would see Jesus" even in star-names! We are sure that Paul
and his companion would derive no comfort in their voyage from
the myths surrounding the names Castor and Pollux, but, taught by
the Spirit, they might draw abundant consolation from the thought
of being united by living faith to Hill', who is the Mighty Oonqueror, under whose Almighty' guardianship they sailed, and who
"caIleth the stars by name," so that Wisdom must shint in thos
names; and whose promise by His prophet Daniel must stand, "They
that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and
ever" (Daniel xii. 3). "The stars in their courses fought against
Sisera" (Judges v. 20). Now the star-names shall strengthen God's
servants. 'The principal star in the constellation Apollo (Castor)
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means a· ruler, a judge,. another Hercules, who cometh to labour 01'
suffer j Al Henah, hurt, wounded, afflicted.
In Ophiuchus we have the
crushed enemy and the wounded heel; Mebsuta, t1'eading under
feet,· Propus, the bmnch j Waset., set, seated, &c., These are just
glimpses of' what significance there is in the name of every star, gleaned
from Dr. BULLINGER'S work, The Witness of the· Sta1's; doubtless the
study will repay the patient search he has bestowed upon it, and Dr.
SEISS'S work expands the subject further. They both justify the thought
that there is Divine significance in the constellations of the firmament,
to declare the glor.y of God, and show forth His handy-work in redeeming His people, as well as creation-work, and alao warrant us in
dwelling on the mention of so apparently small a matter as the
name of a ship! That there is nothing trivial in the Word of
God, becomes a growing conviction the more we study it !
"And landing at Syracuse we tanied there three days." Oh, how
precious are the souls of men in the sight of the Lord! " Simeon
hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out
of them a people for His Name" (Acts xv. ] 4) j so He ordains the
ship's route that His ambassadors shall pay a three days' visit to the
capital city of Sicily, Syracuse, which signifies, that draws violently.
There, doubtless, "The kingdom of heaven sufl'ereth violenet', and the
violent take it by force." Those who have studied Hebrew numbers
tell us the number three points to heavenly things, as four does to
earthly, as the four quarters of the globe. In this chapter mention of
th1'ee days occurs thrice (verses 7, 12, 17): a visit of that
duration to Publius, three days' visit at Syracuse,. and three days'
rest before receiving his brethren the Jews in Rome. The theme
that Paul dwelt upon would be a heavenly one, we may be assured,
because of his resolve, "I am determined to know nothing among
you save Jesus Ohrist and Him crucified." Is it fanciful to suppose
the th1"ee days were thus spent 1 Surely not. What .does Paul say to
Timothy 1 "Preach the Word: be instant in season, out of season"
(2 T~m. iv. 2) j and speaking of how he had fully preached' the
Gospel of Ohrist, he adds, "Yea, so have I strived to preach the
Gospel, not where Ohrist was named . . . but as it is written, To
whom He was not. spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not
heard shall understand" (Rom. xv. 20, ~1). How he would therefore
rejoice and seize these golden opportunities of "landing at Syracuse,
we tarried three. days," one day at Rhegium, !lev,en days at
Puteoli, assured by the promise, "they shall see, shall understand." He
had preached in the regions of Arabia, in Judea, in Achaia, and now
he was being sent " unto the regions beyond," 2S he desired
(2 Oor. x. 16), Surely as we review our past lives, some of us have
cause to regret many a visit paid and so little said of our Master !
"And from thence we fetched a compass and came to Rhegium"
(rupture, or fracture), not a straight course, but a round-about one.
Led, doubtless, by Divine power and goodness to that place, that
there the preaching of Christ crucified might produce broken hearts
and contrite spirits, and by the hammer of ,the Word, in the power
of the Spirit, a rupture be made in Satan's kingdom. "And after: one
day, the south wind blew." How forcibly the words carry our
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thoughts to Canticles iv. 16, "Awake, 0 north wind, and come, thou
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.
Let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruits."
.Happy RhegiuIJ;l! where the work of stripping and making bare went
on so rapidly; then the south wind blew, sweet emblem of the Spirit's
operations (.Tohn iii. 8), and under His genial, warming influences,
the fruits of love, faith, and every grace speedily matured-in one day.
God is a Sovereign in this! In some cases, how long time elapses
ere the Word proclaimed softens the hard heart; like the snow
from heaven, which often lies long upon the ground ere the south
wind melts it, so that it sinks beneath the surface and the snowdrop
springs up; while in others a short work, as at Rhegium, where, after
one day, the south wind blew softly, and fruit to God mellows and
ripens . bene·ath the sunbeams. "And we came the next day to
Puteoli." Here Paul and his companions, who were bound for
Rome, must have left the ships and travelled by land. Here, in this
city of Campania, " We found brethren, and were desired to tarry
with them seven days." How very gracious this was, to be permitted
sweet fellowship with brethren in the Lord and to be hospitably entertained' by them, as preparation and strengthening for the prison life
which was before the Apostle for the next two years! Blest bond of
love!
" The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above."
How soothing, after all the hardships and perils of the voyage! Yet
how strengthening also to these brethren who desired them to tarry
seven days. And how considerately kind in Julius to permit this
sweet intercourse seven days. ., I believe in the communion of saints."
Reader, do you 1 Surely we may again catch a glimpse of our Captain
in this J ulius ! There must have been a work of grace upon this
centurion's heart, or he would never have consented to tarry in such
surroundings seven days! How true is that word as a test of character,
"Being let go, they went to their own company" (Acts iv. 23). He,
whose wisdQm weaves together the warp and woof of our lives, knoweth
our frame, and gives us seasons of relaxation from trial and care;
oases in the desert life; sweet intercourse with those who love Him,
to bra~e the pilgrim .for fresh encounters with the adversary; or new
trials of faith and patience to bring forth these graces in clu~ season.
Seven days 1 Sweet harbingers of the heavenly rest! Elim-wells and
palm-trees after Marah's bitter waters, soon to experience wilderness
dispensations again. "And so we went toward Rome," where, in the
hour of trial before Nero, Paul, like his Master, was to prove, "all
men forsook me."
(To be continued.)

THEY whose views of Christ's glory are constantly the same, without
any changes and vicissitudes of light and darkness, day and night;
and they that see as much of Christ's glory as they desire to see;
such never saw anything of it at alL-Trail.
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"THY HIDDEN ONES."
(PSALM

lxxxiii. :l.)

I have heard several instances of the Lord's people being
met unexpectedly, in positions quite unlooked for. While musing over
these cascs, the Holy Spirit brought to remembrance the seven thousand
in Israel, of whom the Lord knew when poor Elijah deemed himself
the only one left. Our God has His people scattered in various
places and conditions. We come upon them unawares, and when the
sons and daughters of Zion speak to one another, the language proclaims their heavenly calling and citizenship. And we go on our
way rejoicing, taking courage and thanking God for His" hidden ones."
It is, however, my happy province to write of this feature of the
Lord's, people in another sense rather than that of isolation or obscurity
in this world, and to muse upon the fact that these" hidden ones," in
common with all the family of God, have a hidden life. "Your life
is hid with Christ in God" (Col. iiL 3). Oh, what a precious portion!
dear fellow-heir. Hidden-not merely hidden in God, but a blessed
union with His beloved Son, in whom He is ever well pleased. "Hid
with Christ." Think of the security! Who can touch thee there with
Him ~ Who can harm thee there with Him ~ Who can drag thee
thence ~ "Hid with Christ." There is no separation from Him (see
Rom. viii. 35-39,) and "all power is given unto Him in heaven and
on earth."
Another blessed thought comes whilst writing. What is it to be
hidden ~ It is to be out of sight. And so, dear believer, thou, with
thy sins and shortcomings and fears, ar(out of sight, so to speak,-seen
only in Christ. "He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness"
(Isaiah lxi. 10). And this righteousness is described in another Scripture
(I Cor. i. 30), " Ohrist Jesus, who of God is made unto us righteousness."
Out of sight ourselves; only Ohrist seen, Christ our Righteousness.
That is a very wonderful passage in 2 Cor. v. 21; more and more
wonderful as it is more and more opened up to the spiritual vision
by the Holy Ghost. We" made the righteousness of God in Him."
It is all in Him, by Him, of Him, through Him, with Him. Blessed
is it to be hidden with Him, covered by Him, not seen-sins hidden,
self hidden. " Not I, but Ohrist."
"Thou art my hiding-place," exclaims the Psalmist. He well knew
his sure' footing there, safe from all assaults of the enemy, safe in the
cleft of the Rock of Ages.
Notice, too, dear reader, the kind of hiding-place the Lord provides
for His loved ones: not a cold cavern, devoid of food, from which the
poor refugee must sally forth, as men have done in troublous times,
very often, when pursuit seemed less keen, to procure fire and food.
No; we find the blessed assurance in Psalm xci. 4, "He shall cover
thee with His feathers," soft, and warm, and light. "Under His
wings shalt thou trust," just as the mother-bird folds her gentle wings
tenderly over her little brood. They feel not the wind or the tempest,
or any shadow of fear there. So does He fold His "hidden ones."
And they feed on "hidden manna.'1 In Revelation ii. 17 we read
that" to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the h,idden manna."

RECENTLY
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How many of the family of God have, like their "Brother born for
adversity," meat to eat that the world knows not of, in many senses.
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will
How is it, dear fellow-believer, that a
show them His Covenant."
precious light gleams on a Scripture. passage which, to the ordinary gaze,
seems only descriptive or historical, but which to the child of God has a
sweet hidden meaning 1 For instance, in 1 Kings vi. 7, "And the hoose,
when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was
brought thither," yields nothing beyond the description of building
material, to the world; but those to whom" the secret of the Lord is
revealed" see in it the figure of the preparation of the believer for
the temple in the New Jerusalem-the preparation here-the' made
ready, not making.ready; so many golden lights gleam on the beautiful
passage, and he feeds in:deed on the hidden manna. Reference is here
doubtless made to the manna in the ark. The ark typified Christ;
and so, again, dear reader, we have the" hidden in Christ."
We are compassed on all sides by the Lord Himself. Do you look
before 1 "The Lord will go before you" (Isaiah lii. 12). Do you
look behind 1 II The glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward" (Isaiah
lii. 12). Do you look below 1 "Underneath are the everlasting arms"
(Deut. xxxiii. 27). Do you look above 1 "His banner over me was
love" (Sol. Song ii. 4). So" The Lord is round about His people
from henceforth, even for ever" (Psalm cxxv. 2).
Believer, is it not a glorious, abundant, eternal, inexpressible privilege
to be by grace one of ,His "hidden ones "-hidden with Christ 1
NETTIE.

THE NA~ROW WAY.
THE way is dark, and crooked, too,
In many a storm, when nature Jailed"
.~With thorns and briars spread;
And dark;ness closed around, ~f'•
DtlaJ! J eaus, guide me safely tht;ough And gloomy fears my soul assailed, I
Sweet rest in Thee I found.
.
Theaeg190my clouds of' ,dread.
And Thou, dear Lord, art still the
Qh, might I 1e3ln my soul on Thee,
same,
'
Through all this dangerous road,
Until mine eyes Thy beauty Jlee,
Thy lOve can know no end j
I bless and praise Thy peerless
My Saviour and my God.
name,
Subdue my vagrant, '~andering
My Everlasting Friend.
heart-This rebel heart of stone;
And when I bow before Thy throne,
Fl'Om ain and sorrow free,
Bid every murmuring thought deI'll sing of Thy sweet love alone,
part,'
.
Thy boundless lo;ve to me.
And make me all, Thin~ own.
W. S. ROBINSON.
Scarborough.
-A SPIRITUAL understanding of, and an experimental acquaintan
with Evangelic truth, which, in the hand of the Holy Ghost, engages
the believer to acts of faith, hope, love to and joy in a glorious
Redeemer, is that which alone will stand us in any stead in time of
trial, temptations, and more especblly at the important, the awful
hour of death.
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THE OOVENANT OF GRAOE.
"1'hon tw'nest man to des'tmction;" and sayest, Ret1wn, ye children of men."
-PSALM: xc. 3.
THE seed of Ohrist were the only persons for whose eternal wellbeing the covenant of grace was established. They only of all the
sinners of Adam's race were given by God to Ohrist. Ohosen in
Him before the foundation of the world, they never ceased to be in
Him. They were in Him when He was born of His virgin mother;
in Him during His life of holy and humble privacy at N azare~h ;
in Him at His baptism; in Him in His life of service j in Him On
th!3 cross; in Him in His death; in Him in His resurrection,
ascension, and session at the right hand of God; in Him as long
as He Himself shall live, and that is for evermore. Their fall in
Adam did not destroy their prior covenant union to Ohrist, but it
opened the way for the manifestation of that union in a manner
that should be greatly to the glory of God's grace and love, and
of His justice and truth.
By their covenant union to Adam the seed of.'Ohrist were a condemned seed, but by their covenant union to Ohrist they becoJIle
a ransomed seed.'" By their covenant union to. Adam they were. a sin~
ful seed, but by their covenant union to Ohrist they become a
righteous seed. By their covenant union to 4-dam they were a ,seed
spiritually dead, but by their covenant union to Ohrist they become
a spiritually quickened seed, to the praise of the glory of God, who:
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.
Ohrist has more than restored to His seed what they lost as
being part of Adam's seed. In Adam they were brought under cond!3mnation through a dishonoured law; in Ohrist they obtain complete deliverance through having died in Him their Head when He
satisfied divine justice on the cross. In Adam they lost the earthly
blessing to which they would have been entitled had he lived in
perfect obedience to God; in Ohrist they obtain a higher and richer
portion, even heavenly blessings and a heavenly inheritance, to which
they are entitled through the perfect obedience of Ohrist, whereby thllY
are constituted righteous. In Adam they lost a life perfect in holiness, but of a nature only human, and fitted only for an earthly state ;,
in Ohrist they become partakers of a life of a divine nature, through
being made vitally one with Him by the quickening power of the
Holy Spirit-a life fit!;ed for a 'state of heavenly glory.
'
.God's eternal purpose concerning the seed of Ohrist cannot be
frustrated. They are called according to His purpolle j they are
justified according to His purpose; and they will all be glorified accord.
ing to His purpose. The Father's purpose of electing love-cthe Son's
purpose of redeeming love-the Holy Spirit's purpose of quickening
love, 'Were all one eternal and co-extensive purpose, having for its
object the, eternal well-being of the one family in Ohrist-the chosen
seed of "the Second Man," the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
~ ~'Whose

seed is in itself" (sweet type !).-Genesls i. J).
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Called externally and instrumentally by the Word of God, it is
God Himself who caUs them effectually by the Holy Spirit's quickening power; it is God Himself who justifies them through the atoning
and law-satisfying death of His only-be~.)tten Son their chosen Head;
it is God Himself who keeps them by His own power, through faith
in Christ, while they journey on to their heavenly home; it is God
Himself who glorifies them with Christ their glorified Head; and if the
Lord's coming be not yet, and they sleep in Jesus, then will God
Himself bring them with Him at His coming. U uti! that time their
immortal spirits abide in unspeakable blessedness with Jesus their
ever-living Head (Rom. viii. 29-34; 1 Thess. iv. 14:; 1 Peter i. 5;
Jude 1).
All this God Himself does "according to His good pleasure which
He hath purposed in Himself," and "according to the eternal purpose
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." In carrying out this
"His good pleasure" He works together with Christ, who is His
covenant Servant, and to whom He has given all power in heaven
and in earth. He works also by the Holy Spirit, who co-operates in
the work through His word and by His power and grace, according
to the will of the Father and of Christ.
Because of the sure and complete fulfilment of the provisions of
the covenant of grace, nothing can separate between Christ and His
seed-nothing can frmltrate God's purpose concerning them. Their
sins cannot, for Christ as their Head has satisfied divine justice on
their account, therefore they are evermore free from condemnation.
Neither can their personal want of a perfect righteousness
in perfect obedience to the perfect law of God, for by the
perfect obedience of Christ to that law, all through His life
unto His death as "the Second Man," their covenant Head, they
are constituted righteous.
The state of spiritual death in which
they are born cannot separate them from Christ, nor frustrate the
Father's purpose concerning them, for by the Father's appointment
they al'e born again by the HQoly Spirit, and thus possess new
spiritual life by which they live in Christ, and henceforth look to
Him as their source of life and strength. Neither can the power of
the world or of Satan succeed, for through Him that. loved them
they are more than conquerors over every foe.
The conditions which the covenant of grace required of Christ as
the covenant Head of His seed He perfectly fulfilled by His obedient
life and by His atoning death, H~ hath thereby merited for His
seed all the blessings of that covenant-even spiritual life, saving
faith, persevering grace, and final glory-all of which they will most
assuredly receive from the Father.
"He shall see His seed."
God hath said it. It is a covenant
promise-a covenant engagement-made by a fl\ithful God; therefore
the desire' expressed by the covenant Head of tp.e seed, when He
said, "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be
with Me where I am," shall have a full and satisfactory accomplish.
ment. Then shall He "see His seed," and be glorified in them and
they in Him, world without end.
Because of these assured results of the covenant of grace, every
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quickened sinner who looks to Christ as his covenant Head for
salvation, life, and strength, may truly say with the Apostle, "1 am
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID.
(2

SAMUEL

xxiii. 1.)

DAVID the man of God, was led to speak forth these words, uuder a
sweet anointing of the Holy Ghost. They are called the last words
of David-his last testimony for God and truth; and they were
uttered under a Spirit-given view of all the way the Lord his God
had led him for forty years in the wilderness. Yea, how blessedly
David remembers all the way the Lord his covenant God had led
him those forty years in the wilderness, and how He had humbled
him, proved him, and made him know what was in his heart! And
if a painful discovery of the hidden evils of his heart, and of that
deep depravity he was the subject of, in common with all Adam's
fallen, ruined race, brought on him a day of adversity,. and a day
of heaviness to make him stoop, a good word from God, in respect
of that good treasure God had put in him, made him glad. "Thou
didst well," said God, "that it was in thine heart to build Me an
house."
And yet not alone was imparted grace David's refuge. God was
his refuge; God was his portion; God was his glory.
David begins under a deep sense of what Jehovah's discriminating
favour had done for him. He was himself a witness that God often
makes the last the first, according t.o that Scripture, "There are
last that shall be first, and the first last." He was, like Gideon, the
least in his father's house; and yet it pleased Jehovah to "raise him
up on high," which refers to the work of His providence in setting
him up as king over Israel-a great act of distinguishing goodness to
David, but followed by a greater-anointed a prophet by the God of
J acob, and constituted the "sweet P~almist of IsraeL" For although
David was great before men as a king, he was yet greater beforeGod as a prophet; for as a prophet he had much truth given him by
the Lord the Spirit to set forth and declare concerning the ancient
decrees of God, the Person of Immanuel, and the redemption and!
salvation of the Church by Christ, that the Church might be edified
and comforted thereby to the end of time.
He makes mention, in his last words, of the God of Israel as the
" Rock"; for He only is the foundation firm and sure God hath laid
in Zion, unto which He brings all His saints in due time-unto whom
He is revealed and made known as their Rock, and upon which He
builds them up. "Upon this Rock will I build My Church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it," f<>r He is the Rock, and
His work is perfect. He is the Mediator of the new covenant, and
the perfection wherewith He hath for ever perfected them that are
G

82

The Gospel Mag-azine.

sanctified by His one offering up of Himself is such-and in the
light of the Eternal Spirit's revelation of it to their hearts-as becomes
to them, experimentally; a Rock from which they never can be
removed.
"On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes."
"And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of J udah, art not the least
among the princes of J udah; for out of thee shall come a Governor
that shall rule My people IsraeL" "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion;
shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy King cometh unto thee:
He is just, and having' salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and
upon a colt the foal of an ass" (Zech. ix. 9). As David looked forward
to the coming of this Just One, and testified of Him that in Him was
plenteous redemption, and that He should redeem Israel from all his
iniquities, so John looked back upon His illustrious satisfaction to
divine justice by His blood-shedding and death, and testified of Him,
"He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness."
"And He shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth."
So in truth He is to His elect in the ruins of the fall, for when
they are in the darkness of their nature state He rises upon them
with healing in His wings. He brings them thus out of darkness
and the shadow of death, and breaks their bands in sunder. Ah!
poor sinner, has He done this for you 7 Hath that same great
Jehovah, who in the first Creation commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, shined in your heart 7 If so, whatever of remaining
darkness you may experience and lament, He hath indeed turned
you from darkness to light, and from Satan to God, that Ho might
"give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified by faith
that is in Ohrist Jesus."
"A morning without clouds." Such will Jesus be to His elect,
when time with them is no more-when the shadows shall have for
ever passed away. There were Old Testament shadows, which Paul
refers to in his Epistle to the Hebrews, which fled away when the
fulness of time was come, and Goi:l sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law; yet according to ancient prophecy that
time, that day-that" day of the Lord "-was to the scribes, Pharisees,
and the unbelieving Jews, a day of darkness, gloominess, and thick
darkness (see J oel ii. 1, 2), for they stumbled at the mean appearance
of God manifest in the flesh, just 8S our modern Armi!1ians stumble at
this day over that Scripture, "Few there be that find it."
Then there are shadows,----that is, temporal things, as contrasted with
the things of an eternal st,ate. David had seen his own days upon earth
to be such. "My days are like a shadow that declineth" (Psa. cii. 11),
aJluding perhaps to the sun·dial. 'But there is a morning at hand
when ~ll shadows whatsoever shall be done away.

.
'

"No darkness nOW, no dismal night';
No vapours intercept the light."
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But especially the resurrection morn, when God Himself shall "For
·ever wipe the tear from every weeping eye."
"As the tender grass springing out of the earth." The blessed
~ffect of His reign of grace: His gifts of sovereign grace bestowed
{)n sinners, the men His Father gave Him out of the world. These
are called in the Revelation, "The grass of the earth," which is
not to be hurt by the seven last plagues, and they of the city shall
flourish like grass of the earth. You may be under some decays at
present, poor soul; but if you belong to this city, Zion, you shall yet
grow up and flourish-it is one of J ehovah's "shalls."
" By clear shining after rain." A beautiful effect of God's handiwork
in nature, a refreshing sight; and so when the Lord is pleased to
shine out of Zion by a clear Spirit-given testimony of a sent servant,
such, by their clear testimony to discriminating truth, refresh them
that send him. "As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is
a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul
{)f his masters" (Prov. xxv. 13).
Again, when the cloud has emptied itself upon the earth, the sun
shines forth clear in the heavens; and so, when the dark cloud of an
• afllictive yet profitable dispensation has passeG. mvay, the
" Night of woe is like a dream;
The soul is bless'd and cheer'd."
Finally, Although there were many things in and connected with
David's house, contrary to the spirit of his mind, and not at all agreeable to his views and feelings as a Spirit-taught man, yet God had
made with him a covenant, ordered in all things and sJIre-an everlasting covenant, in which divine love shone forth in all its
• splendour; everlasting mercy in all its lustre; eternal grace and truth
in all its faithfulness. He had, by grace, tasted of this covenant
goodness. It had rescued his soul from spiritual death, dried up his
tears, and kept his feet from falling out of the grace thereof.
'''Twas made with Jesus for His bride,
, Before the sinner fell;
'Tis signed, and seall\d, and ratified,
In all things ordered well."
Birlcenhead.

G. A.

" No room for them in the inn." When Jesus came into our earth,
the world turned Him out of door3; but when He comes to sanctify,
He turns the world out of doors. Reader, has He turned the
world out of' thy doors, the doors of thy heart ?-Berrt'dge.
WHEREAS God "rests in His love," as one well satisfied with the
atonement His Son has made for the sins of His elect, so that
though "wrath," "anger," and "displeasure" are predicated of God,
when He chastiseth His people for their sins, yet this "wrath,"
"anger," or "displeasure," is not against the pers:ms of His people,
for "He hath not beheld iniquity in J acob, nor perverseness in
Israel," but against their sins.-William Tant.
G 2
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THE THREE CROSSES.
A STUDY.

Christian has pictured Calvary, with its three crosses standing
out prominently against the gathering blackness ot that memorable
noon. Crucifixion was a common occurrence in those harsh times, and
often large or small groups of men breathed their last on crosses of
wood in the sight of their fellows. On this occasion the number wall
three. The Romans were practical men, and executed the condemned,
be the number large or small. Notwithstanding this, since the sacred
record is so minute in details, we ask why the number was three? At
least, that number is very suggestive, and I believe that God thereby
teaches us very important truths.
The picture is that of two thieves, with" Jesus in the midst." Extremes met there. The" only-begotten Son of God" and the most
degraded of the sons of men were in close proximity. There never
was such a combination of sin and holiness exhibited before nol'
since. Let us note some of its chief features. The Jews were, so to
speak, the painters of this scene. It is a reflex of their deep feeling
against Christ. They were glad of the opportunity for expressing their
loyalty to the great Cresar, and equally glad to register their estimate
of the Prophet of Nazareth. They desired it to be fully understood
that in their opinion the fate of a malefactor was the due of a man
styled "King of the Jews," and crucifixion, with thieves "on either
side one," was the proper place for the Nazarene. Alas! the opinion
thus forcibly put forward is largely that of the world to-day. The
world in its sinful wisdom can grant Him no better place. The seat
of honour, however, is His due, and God has turned ignominy into
glory, because the cross of Christ, flanked on either side by that of •
a malefactor, has become the centre of attraction for the nations, the
'
symbol for heavenly grace and divine power.
The two thieves represent our race. In their conduct we read the
conduct of the human family, and in their destiny the destiny of an.
Some, repenting of their sins and believing in Christ; others, hardening
their hearts and railing at Him in unbelief. All have sinned, therefore
all are condemned and meet at t,he cross, the place of execution. Look-,
ing at the three crosses we see what follows the meeting. The thieves
were alike in their guilt. We cannot tell which was the greater sinner.
They were both under ban-both were executed; but Christ parted
them for ever-one going with Him to Paradise, the other to perdition.
Thus it is with the whole family of man. The cross of Christ causes
a great cleavage. It is the dividing line, the parting place. Believe
in Christ on the cross, and you turn into the way of life; reject Him,
and you have entered on the road to death. It is sad to think of the
partings constantly taking place. Mothers and their children, brothers
and sisters, dearest friends, take different roads at the cross. The
parting is not compulsory. It is not necessary. Many keep together.
A lovelier sight can never be witnessed than that of a whole family
journeying on through life to that Paradise which Christ has prepared
for those who love Him.
It is frequently asked, What is the difference between the" saint"
EVERY
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and the "sinner" ~ In many respects they are much alike, and yet
there is a great difference. The cross of Christ comes between them, just
as His cross on Oalvary came between those of the thieves. The
difference primarily is not a matter of repentance, or improvement,
<>r virtue. It is a matter of simple faith. ., Dost thou believe on the
Son of God 1" An affirmative answer to this question starts a man
on the beginning of the road to glory, and gives him a claim to the
"inheritance of the saints in light." We cannot possi.bly have a better
illustration of this truth than the crosses of the two thieves with
" Jesus in the midst."
There were three prisoners condemned to death when Jesus was
brought before Pilate-the two thieves and Barabbas. The former
were executed, the latter released. He was released because Christ
was condemned. I can picture Barabbas in the crowd that day,
murderer though he was, touched to the heart ",hen he gazed on that
middle cross. I can hear him murmur, "That is mine. He is there
instead of me." Thus, on the very day that cross was raised it spoke
of liberty to one who ought to have been executed. This is the voice
of the "middle cross" through all time. It speaks of the sufferings
of the Sinless for the sinful. It tells of freedom. It creates joy. It
generates love.
"Was it for crimes that I had done,
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree!"
Oh, reader, study the cross of Christ. It will repay thought. Look
at it from all points. Let the light of reason, experience and revelation
shine upon it. View it through life. Gaze at it in death. Eternity
itself will be too short to divulge all its meaning-to reveal all its
power, and to revel in all its glory.
Gazing upon" the three crosses," I can perceive and measure much
(If Ohrist's power. Power is gauged by what it can accomplish. He
drew a thief to Himself, overcoming the hardness of his heart; He
changed him, fitting him for Paradise; made him a child of God, and
co-heir with Himself. "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto Me." No one is therefore out of His reach, beyond His might.
None need despair. Faith is a link in God's chain which will never
snap. The cross is a force naught can resist. Belief in the cross
unfailingly lifts man above earth, above self, into the very presence of
God. The power of invective and raillery is great, but the dying
Christ withstood all that, whilst the faith of the thief at His side
touched Him and moved Him effectually. Invective was like the
crowbar, heavy and strong; faith like the key which unlocks the door
and admits the guest. "Have faith in God."
"Ye believe in God,
believe also in Me."
Whilst contemplating" the three crosses," we can also see the great
day, "the end of things created." The great multitude of " all nations"
divided into two parts, with "Jesus in the midst" as Judge-the
acquitted on His right, the condemned on His left. Such is ever
His position until He takes His place "in the midst of the throne."
Broadstairs.
(REV.) THos. DAVIES, A.C.P.

86 '

The Gospel Magazz'ne.
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

JEHOVAH still acts in a sovereign and gracious way i~ dispensing
all His blessings, and especially this blessing of a looking by faith to
Jesus. So you wiII find the glorious Redeemer Himself taught, as it
were, to have this in every distinction that is made between them that
are saved, and them that are lost; those that are saved are not better
than those that are lost; by nature we are all the children of wrath,
even as others, and our Lord shows us how to bend in the lowest form
of humiliation before the Eternal God, when He poured out thanksgiving
to His Father: "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in
Thy sight."
All the revelation of the Father, and of the Son is by an act of
sovereign grace on the part of Jehovab. He pours out the Spirit of
grace, and they look.
And it is when an individual is called by
God's grace, that he is enabled to behold in the Crucified his own
Saviour and Redeemer. "When it pleased God," said one who had
spurned the Man of Sorrows-" When it pleased God, who separated
me from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal
His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately
I conferred not with flesh and blood."
And this is the history, this is the real fact, as to every individual
W}lD is made wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. He
has an immediate revelation from God, by the immediate power and
agency of the Holy Spirit, as a Spirit of Truth, to guide into all truth,
to glorify Christ, taking of the things of the Father and the Son,
and revealing them to His pe0ple. And this is the grand distinction
between the mere exercise of human intellect upon the Word of God,
and the effectual revelation of Christ by the Holy Spirit to the mind
and to the heart of His saved people. It . is God who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, who alone shines into the heart,
to give the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. It is the effectual working of t,he Holy Spirit who aloM can
glorify Christ Himsel:f, and bring into captivity every thought to tne
obedience of Christ. And oh, what a blessing is this, which is open
to the poorest, to the most naturally ignorant. You remember those
words of that gracious Lord, who trod this earth as the poorest of His
people, "If an earthly parent knows how to give good things to his children,
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him 1" Sin is never seen in its real colours until it is'
seen in the cross of Christ; and it is the character of sin to say,'
"No God."
'I
Sin ever seeks the destruction of Deity; and it is not till we
are br9ught to look upon Him: who was pierced by sin (for sin was
the real cause of the execution of Emmanuel). that we understand
the foulness of the human heart, a,nd the intense malignity of human
nature, and that without one exception throughout all orders and ranks
of mankind; for we are all by nature thus sinful, thus malignant,
thus proud. And it is when the loving-kindness of God as a Saviour
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flows as it were through the wounds of His pierced human nature, that
we begin to discover the triumphs of grace, and the unchanging
character of that love with which He has viewed His people. And
it is by this process alone that, whilst we read the malignity of sin in
the cross, we are also instructed in the wonders of the unchanging love
of that God, who gave Himself a sacrifice that sin should not destroy
His people for ever.
"God is love"; and never was it exhibited in the fulness of that
attribute-if attribute it might be called, as distinct from His essence,
for it is said, "God is love "-,.-never was it seen in its intenseness,
and never seen in its power, till we thus view it as streaming from
the cross of Calvary; for "Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins."
Depend upon it, my brethren, whatever may be the vague imagip.ations
of the human mind, or whatever man may prescribe :for himself, as a
remedy, or however self-sufficient he may be in his own education for
heaven, never, never will one .individual of the human race be brought
back to the bosom of God until He is first instructed by the Holy
Spirit to feel his own. interest in the love of God, and to trace up
every blessing of time and eternity to the bosom of the Crucified.
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us." And
then it flows in love to Him. " We love Him because He first loved
us." Never is the heart reconciled to its God, but as it is brought
into contact with a believing view of Him whom our sins have
pierced.
V. P. H.

THE

LOVE

. THE love of GOD! how vast the
theme!
Love that reveals the wondrous
scheme
Of man's salvation. Oh, the breadth
Of love that stooped to such a depth
To lift the sinner from the pit
Of miry clay, cause him to sit
In heavenly places 'till he see
How fair the many mansions be.
Yea, till that love hath made him
meet
To occupy a kingly seat,
To own that e'en affiiction's rod
Is wielded by a loving God.
The love of CHRIST! No earthly
skill
Can tell the half. When He shall
fill
The courts of glory, then the song
Shall burst from the enraptured
throng:
Brighton.

OF GOD.
Right worthy is the Lamb who
died,
Redeemer, God, the Crucified.
Thrice Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
For ever be Thy name adored.
Hail, gracious SPIRIT, God of
love!
Guide, Leader to the home above;
Thou Counsel, Comforter benign
Who testifiest Christ is mine'
And I am His, still speak to
me
Of grace-grace sovereign, full and
free;
Sin put away-the filthy dress
Exchanged for perfect righteousness
Of covenanting Deity,
The Triune God in unity;
A triple cord of love divine,
Which Head and members doth
entwine.
M. L. SYKES.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A "DAY OF Sl\iALL THINGS."

It Who hath despised. the day of small things? "-ZECH. iv. 10.
IN the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for October, 1876, appeared an account of
a remarkable trial of faith, where a godly woman prayed with great
earnestness and fervour daily, for two years, for. the conversion of an
ungodly man, who seemed to be wholly given up to sin and Satan.
She persevered all that time in prayer, although no sign whatever
appeared of any change in him; but she was so deeply impressed with
tlIe belief that her prayers would eventually be answered, that she
not only prayed more and more earnestly, but she prayed more and
more in faith, and so she fully anticipated a gracious answer. No
answer, however, had come, when one day, at the expiration of those
two years, a messenger called at her house, to say that the man for
whom she had so long and earnestly prayed was dead-dead without
the slightest evidence of change or repentance. Oh, what a shock the
news was to her! "Are you sure?" she asked of the messenger.
"Yes," he replied, "quite sure; I have just come from his house.
He hanged himself this morning." Her faith failed for a moment,
and no wonder. The tempter seemed to come at that moment with
all his insinuating power, and ask, "Now what's the use of prayer
and faith 1 you see that you have been utterly deceived; all your praying and believing have been utterly in vain." It was only for a
mo;ment, however. She thought again, "God's promises cannot fail;
has He not said, 'According to your faith be it unto you' 1 Has He
not said, 'Ask, and ye shall receive' 1 The man cannot be dead, or if
he be dead, divine power will restore him to life again; I will go
and see for myself." And so, putting on her bonnet and shawl, she
hurried to the man's house, and, knocking at the door, she asked,
"Is he dead 1" The reply was, " No, he is not dead; he was cut
down just in time; the doctor has been applying restoratives, and he
is coming to." What a relief! How she blessed the Lord! The
man revived; but when he did so, it was found that his reason was
gone! he was a raving maniac! and he was taken off to the neighbouring asylum. Here was a fresh trial of faith, but the good woman
flinched not at it. She prayed on again more earnestly and believingly
than ever; and, after three months' time, a full answer was given:
the poor man was discharged, whole and in his right mind; and better
than that, he manifested a wonderful change; he became an earnest
seeker for pardon; he gave up his evil habits and bad companions;
he altered his whole course of life; he attended regularly a place of
worship; and finally he became a remarkably humble-minded and
devoted follower of the Lord Jesus. He subsequently married the
good woman who had prayed so earnestly for him; and their home
was one of the brightest and happiest homes in my former large parish.
The readers of our Magazine may be glad to hear something more
of this interl\sting couple. They have both been called to their
heavenly home. First the wife, and then the husband, passed peacefully away. Grave doubts were expressed, when the latter's sudden
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change first became known, as to its reality. "That 71um a saint I "
it was said; "it's utterly impossible: he was far too black a sinnei:
If he be changed, that is, if he be changed for the better, he wil'L
certainly soon be changed again for the worse." But, thank God, it
has not been so. Divine grace has been all-sufficient for that poor
man, and he witnessed a good profession even to the end. The
pastor who attended him in his last illness, gave me the most
satisfactory account of his end, and he assured me that it was one
of perfect peace. That pastor told me that his last act particularly
touched him; it was to hand him a small sum of money, which in
his poverty he had saved, to be given as an offering to the Lord, a
token of his gratitude for the wondrous mercy which had been shown
to him.
His good wife was also a monument of divine grace, although her
path in earlier years was a very different one to that of her
husband; and her case was an illustration of the importance of not
"despising the day of small things." 'Many sowers of good seed may
sometimes think that they sow in vain; and particularly those who
teach the young in Sunday Schools and otherwise. But let them not
think so, or at least let them not allow themselves to be discouraged
by thinking so.
"In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand j for thou knowest not whether
shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike
good." God's word shall not return unto Him void, but it shall
accomplish-not that perhaps which we expect, nor that which we
please, but-" that which He pleases." This good woman, when a
child, attended a Sunday School, but only up to the age of eight
years. Then her parents removed into an out-of-the-way place in the
country, where there was no Sunday School, no place of worship
near, and no means of grace or religious instruction. Her parents at
that time appear to have been irreligious and careless persons, and she
grew up like them. Many years passed by whilst she wa~ in that
state j and then her parents removed again with her into a town. On
one of the first Sundays which she spent in that town, she happened
to pass by a Sunday School, and, as she passed by, the children
were singing a hymn which she remembered j it was a very oldfashioned hymn, which used to be sung in the Sunday School which
she attended as a child, and it was sung to the same old tune that
she had so long ago heard it sung to. The words and music
brought back old memories, and they made a deep impression upon
her. They seemed to arouse a longing for higher and better
things. She at once began to attend a place of worship j after a
time the Gospel was brought home to her heart with power, and she
experienced what it was to be made a "new creature in Christ
Jesus." How mysterious are our Father'l:l ways sometimes! and how
simple are the means which He is pleased to make use of for the
accomplishment of His gracious purposes! "He doeth according to
His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest
Thou ~"
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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THE FINISHED OFFERING OF CHRIST.
BY THE REV. PRINCIPAL C. H. WALLER, D.D.
How, then, is Chri~t our High Priest ~
This question is easily
answered. He is a High Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek,
not after the order of Aaron. The story of Melchizedek is short and
clear.
(See Genesis xiv. 18-20.) Melchizedek had no altar, but a
throne. He offered neither sacrifice nor offering, but brought forth to
Abraham bread and wine, and yet "he was the priest of the Most
High God." When our Lord had fulfilled the type of Aaron, He
became "a Priest for ever after the order I)f Melchizedek." He forsook the altar jor the throne. When Aaron had presented the blood and
incense, he retired from the Holy of Holies, and entered no more
into that place for a whole year. When Christ presented Himself
within heaven itself, He took His seat upon the throne, and there
sitteth unto this day, What would Aaron have said, if any Israelite
had suggested to him such a thing as this ~ "When you have offered
the blood and incense, had you not better go to the mercy-seat, and
take your seat between the cherubim above the ark ~ " The very
thought would have filled him with dread. Had any priest attempted
it, he could not have expected to leave the Tabernacle alive. God
would surely have smitten him there for his error, and he, would
have died by the ark of God. Yet this is only the type of what
our Lord has actually done. "This Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD; for
by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
He has fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah, concerning "the Man
whose name is THE BRANCH." He is "A PRIEST UPON HIS THRONE"
(Zech. v. 13).
But still it may be said to me: At least you will allow that our
Lord did, like Aaron, take, the blood of His sacrifice into heaven, and
offer it there for us before He sat down. And if so, the title of the
Thirty-first Article is clearly wrong, when it speaks "of the one oblation
of Ohrist finished upon the Oross."
,
If He offered His blood in heaven, how could His offering have been
finished upon the Cross ~
To this I reply, that, so far as I understaud the Holy Scripture, it'
agrees entirely with the Article. The one oblation of Christ was
finished upon the Cross. The Scripture nowhere says that He offered
anything in heaven at all. The High Priest in Israel was compelled
to take a basin full of blood into the Holy of Holies on the day of
atonement. Do you wish me to believe that our Lord took His blood
in a vessel into heaven ~ Was it gathered up from Gethsemane, from
the Hall called Prretorium, from the foot of the Cross, the places
where it was spilt on earth, and taken miraculously into heaven,
that our Lord might find it there when He ascended, and offer it
before the throne ~ Where does the Holy SCl'ipture say, or suggest
anything of the kind 1 If you tell me that our ·Lord took His blood
into heaven in His living body, I deny it. "Flesh and blood can·
not inherit the kingdom of God." But He has inherited that king.
dom. I do not believe that there is any blood in the flesh of His
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risen spiritual body. But that is not the point, and it is not of the
least consequence to my argument here. If there is blood in the risen
body of Ohrist, He cannot fulfil the type of Aaron, by offering it
fo)) our sins. The blood offered in the Holy of Holies was not living
blood, but the blood of the slain. It was offered as the evidence
and proof of death, to show that the body slain for sin was no
longer alive; to show that sin was dead in the person of the sinoffering. Living blood could never be a proof of this. Either, therefore, we must hold that the shed blood of Ohrist was gathered up
and taken into heaven, or that He did not offer it there at all. And
Scripture nowhere says that He did take it into heaven. The language which is employed about this matter is singularly precise. Of
the High Priest it says, "Into the second tabernacle went the High
Priest alone, not without blood" (that is, not apart from blood),
"which he offered for himself and for the errors of the people"
CReb; ix. 7).
.
It does not say, "He went in carrying blood," but, "He went in,
not apart from blood." But when it goes on to speak of our Lord's
entrance into heaven itself, in the fulfilment of this type, it says, "By
His own blood He entered in once into the Holy Place" (Heb. ix. 12).
"By," that is, " by virtue of."
"By His own blood," not with His
own blood. Now, if Ohrist entered into heaven" by virtue of His
blood," He must have entered by rea~on of something that was done
with it; either because He had shed it upon earth, or because He
carried it with Him into heaven, or .because it was taken thither
before Him, and gave Him the right to enter there. Which of these
is the actual fact 1
Scripture leaves no doubt at all about the matter. When He died,
"the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom"; "rent in the midst."
What vail was this 1 The vail that divided the Holy Place from
the Holy of Holies; the vail through which 'the High Priest had to
pass on the day of atonement, when he brought in the blood. Why
was. it rent at the moment of Ohrist's death 1 Olearly, to show that
at that moment He acquired the right to enter into heaven as· our
High Priest. His death gave Him the right. It was not merely
the shedding of His blood, far less the taking of it into heaven, or
offering it there, that gave Him the right to enter there. It was His
death for our sins. When the vail of the Temple was rent in twain,
His blood was not all shed. "He was dead already," dead some
time, when the soldier" pierced His side, and forthwith came thereout
blood and water." The vail of the Temple had been rent in twain
before that. And the rending of the vail signified more than our
Lord's right to enter in. It showed. that from that time, forward the
vail was done away, and no man need be kept out. It showed why
Aaron and his successors must take blood with them when ·they we'lt
in. It was to show that they entered only by virtue of the blood,
the blood of Ohrist which was onfl day to be shed. When He was
dead, and that precious blood ceased to live, the need for that ceremony
was over. His death was enough. God was satisfied. No more
offering or sacrifice was required. He bad no need to take His blood

92

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

with Him into heaven. He entered with the marks of death upon
His Person, to show that He was the same Jesus Ohrist that died.
The proof of His personal identity was sufficient. God required no
more. He asked no other offering; He made no delay. When Ohrist
"came to the Ancient of Days," and .< they brought Him near before
Him," "there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom."
God "set Him 'at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only In this world, but also in that which
is to come."
Depend upon it, His oblation, or offering, was finished when the
vail of the temple was rent, and His body was then still hanging upon
the tree. The framers of our Thirty-first Article made no mistake
in the title when they wrote, "Of the one oblation [offering] of Ohrist
finished upon the cross." In Him we have "the forgiveness of all
trespasses." "And where forgiveness of sins is, there is no longer
offering for sin."
But still, it may be asked, Are there not passages which speak of
the purifying of things in heaven by Ohrist's blood 1 For example,
in Hebrews ix. 22, .< According to the law, I may almost say, all things
are cleansed with blood, and apart from shedding of blood there is
no remission. It was necessary therefore that the copies of the things in
. the heavens should be cleansed with these; but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Ohrist entered not
into a Holy Place made with hands, like in pattern to the true; but
into heaven itself." Does not this passage show that heaven itself is
cleansed by the blood of Ohrist 1 And how can this be if His blood
is not there 1 Once more, in Hebrews xii. 24, it says, "Ye are come
to Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant, and to blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better than that of Abe!." Jesus is in heaven. The
passage speaks of our coming t9 heaven, "to God the Judge of all, to
the spirits of just men made perfect." If Jesn's is in heaven, and
speaketh from heaven, must not the blood of sprinkling be in heaven
too 1 To this I answer once more, Do yon really think the literal
blood of Jesus is in heaven 1 If the language of Scripture requires
this meaning in this place, then the same rule holds everywhere. The
literal blood of J eaus must be everywhere where it is said to have effect.
We must interpret many other passages by the same rule. For example,
it is said of "the great multitude that no man can number" (Rev.
vii. 14), "they washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb." When did they do this t Where did they do it?
Before they died 1 Yes, certainly, or they would not be in heaven.
Then, I ask, who ever yet saw any man washing his clothes in the
literal blood of Jesus 1 I venture to say that no such thing has ever
been seen on earth since the day He Buffered unto this day. You cannot
make robes white in blood. You may make them red enough, but you
cannot whiten them so, Again,'< The blood of Jesus Ohrist cleanseth
us from all sin," says St. John in his First Epistle (1 John i. 7). When'
did St. John ever touch his Master's blood 1 We certainly read that
he stood by the cross of Jesus, and he was with Him in Gethsemane;
and 'in both places His precious blood was shed. St. John saw his
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Master's side pierced after death, when there came out blood and water.
But we do not read that St. John ever touched his Master's blood. He
"leaned on Hi~ breast at supper" ; and that he tells us more than once.
But he never says one word about literally touching or washing in
His blood. But again; if we are to take these words literally, we
must take the words about drinking His blood just as literally. We
must believe that when we eat the bread and drink of the cup in holy
communion, we literally eat the flesh and drink the blood of Ohrist.
And this not even the Romanists believe. They believe that they drink
the substance of His blood; and if you ask them what they mean by
that word substance. they 'can give no distinct explanation, no m9re
than those who hold similar views in our own communion. They litick
to the faef., but they attempt no explanation at all. What you drink
is wine, so far as your senses can testify. You neither see nor taste
blood. Then why should we see the blood of Ohrist in heaven 1 It
was shed on earth. No one ever saw it gathered up again. There is
no account of its being taken there. But one and the same meaning
can be put upon all these passages. The effect of the shedding of our
Lord's blood on the cross is to purify every place where He is from
the taint of human sin. Where He is, who died for sinners, there
can be no penalty exacted for sin any more. He is in the midst of
the communicants who drink the cup in remembrance of Him, as He
promised, "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the world."
"I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you." Where He
is, there is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world. For He is the propitiation. In
His presence, on earth or in heaven, there is purity, and pardon,
and peace. And this, not because His blood is there literally,
rather because it is not there. He shed it upon earth and paid it
as a· ransom. If He had the ransom still with Him, then the
ransom would be still unpaid. He is without the ransom. He
shed His blood when He laid down His life for the sheep. He
gave" His life a ransom for many." All this is wholly inconsistent
with the view that the blood of Ohrist, which was the ransom for our
souls, is still in His hands to offer, or in His body as His life. The
shedding of that blood paid our ransom. Where Ohrist is present without that blood, and yet being evidently the Person who shed that blood,
carrying the marks which prove that He shed it, there His payment
of the ransom must always. have its full weight and effect. In heaven
it must be especially so. It is not His keeping the blood there, and
presenting it continually, which helps us. When I am in captivity,
what is the use of a friend carrying about my ransom and perpetull;lly
offering to pay it on my behalf ~ If he did so, should I not ask him ill
God's name to pay it and have done, and get the receipt signed, and
show that to my keeper, and let me go free? If anyone afterwards
disputed my liberty, I should not need to show him the ransom. He
would ask me rather for the proof that the ransom had been paid. In
like manner, if Ohrist's blood was our ransom, it is not the sight of that
blood that will help us. Still less can Ohrist present it for us over
again. The proof that He shed His blood is what avails for us. And
that proof we have in His Blessed Person, in the marks which
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.show for ever that He is the same Jesus who died. for us upon the
cross.
There is another important point in the words that describe the effect
of our Lord's entrance into heaven. He entered into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us; nor yet that He should offer
Himself often • . .. for then must He often have suffered.
I wish those persons who do not believe that Christ offers Himself
.often, but that He does go on offering the same offering throughout
all the ages, would consid.er what practical difference there is
between the two beliefs. If that which is offered be a ransom, when
it is once accepted, it cannot be offered any more. If it is not
~cc~pted, it is rejected. And perpetual offering on the one side means
perpetual rejection on the other. Practically the belief which is at
present advocated is repeated offering. Whensoever our sins need· it,
we go (it is said) to our High Priest, and He .once more presents the
blood for us. No one supposes that He presents it except on the
occasions when it is required. And this is exactly what the Scripture
denies. If He offers Himself often, He must suffer often. What is
the connection between the two things ~ What else can it be but
this ~ . The suffering was the offering, and the one offering of Christ
was finished on the Cross.
But I shall be asked, What, then, do you make of His intercession ~
God forbid that I should ever make light of it! Only I Bay that He
intercedes for us, not standing before the altar, but sitting upon the
throne. . What is intercession ~ What else is it but the exercise of
influence on my behalf with one in authority, by one who is nearer
in rank and position to that authority thad I ~ If I want to reach
the Prime Minister, I shall approach him through some other member
{)f the Cabinet if I can. If I want to reach the Sovereign, whose
influence can help me to more purpose than that of the Prince of
Wales ~ If I know him, I need no better intercessor. And when I
desire. access to the King of kings, shall I lose anything by His Son's
intercession, even if He does happen to be a Priest, not standing
before the altar, but seated upon His throne ~ The higher He is, the
happier for me. "Is it Christ that died ~ yea, rather, that is risen
..'1gain, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter<cession for us."
But does He not still plead His sacrifice on the' Cross, and, as it
were, present and offer it, now He is on the throne, for my sins and for
my needs ~ To this question I reply, Why should He plead it ~ Has
God forgotten it ~ Is He like one of ourselves, whose recollections
are faint and our memories failing, that He should need to ,be reminded
{)f what His beloved Son suffered-all those hours of shame and
.agony when He hung, as the King's disgrace and the curse of God,
'upon the tree ~ Is He 'not still manifestly" the Lamb as it hath been
,slain/' by reason of the marks which His glorious Body bears 1 What
need. is there for Him to recall, and to plead, and to urge ,that
-suffering,' the very thought of which is enough to provoke God's
vengeance on men's treatment of the Son whom. he loved 1 If our
Lord holds. His throne by virtue of that sacrifice, what need is. there
Ior Him to remember ,and represent, and all but renew the sacrifice
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itself ~ If J am in the King's presence, and have access to His ear,
why should I go outside and knock at the door if I want Him to
listen to my desires ~ It is enough that I am admitted into His
gracious presence, and find His ears open to my pra.yers. Let me say
what I will, and make no delay in asking my petition. How can we
suppose that our Lord needs to be still offering on our part the
finished sacrifice, or lileading the one offering, by virtue of which He,
in our nature, is seated on His Father's throne ~ On earth He said,
"Father, I will." Does that sound like pleading ~
We have need to beware, lest, while we make much of our· Lord!s
offering as applied to ourselves, we make too little of our Heavenly
Father's knowledge, who Himself devised the whole plan of salvation
from the first.
The more we examine this notion of the continued
offering of Ohrist in heaven, the more unseemly, erroneous, and un·
The chief use of it in practice is
necessary we shall find it to be.
this. What Ohrist offers in reality in heaven, that (we are told) the
priest offers in a figure on earth. The Body and Blood of Christ,
offered by human priests on His altar here, are said to represent His
offering of Himself above. What is the effect of this teaching ~ It
puts the key of pardon and peace of conscience in the hands ·of a
human priest. The influence which the priest gains thereby is enormous.
It is too great for man to be trusted with.
He who wields this
authority cannot well escape the temptation to put himself in the
place of his Master. I do not say that all who hold the doctrine of
the continued offering intend this. Many of them would probably be
But the shock to their feelings cannot
shocked at the suggestion.
alter the facts.
This doctrine of the continued offering is the first
step towards those" sacrifices of masses," concerning which our Article
does but state the bare facts of history, proved by the experience of
centuries, when it calls them" bla.sphemous fables and dangerous deceits."
"Pernicious nonsense" is the right name for all such teaching.in the
present day.
If it were only said that Ohrist, as our High Priest, offers our
prayers and alms and praises, so that they may come up for a memorial
before God, no possible objection could be made. A High Priest is
ordained to offer gifts as well as sacrifices. But this is not the whole
of what is intended, when we are told that the off~ring of Ohrist is
continued in' heaven, although His sacrifice was finished on the Oross.
I said before that this theory of the continued offering really tends
to take away peace of conscience, and obscure the doctrine of the forgiveness of sins. And so it does.
If you believe that something
which is being done now, but not finished, in heaven (but still represented by a ceremony on earth) is needed in order to your pardon,
you will not be certain for long together how you stand. You will
soon· begin to look to the Holy Oommunion for forgiveness, and think
that the way to peace of conscience is to receive that sacrament; Your
salvation will come to depend more on an outward ceremony than upon
the relation between your soul and God. Instead of taking hold of
God's Oovenant by faith in what He says, " Their sins and their iniquitles
I will remember nO more," you will soon come to seek justification
by that sacrament which you cannot have without a priest. A deep
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conscious~ess of no peace with God, sin half forgiven, the account
not settled, the relation not [clear between your soul and God, is
at the bottom of most of the so-called Ritualism in the Church of
Christ. Not only is it true that "where the forgiveness of sins' is,
there is no more offering for sin ," but the opposite of this is true
also. Where sin-offerings are constantly repeated, there forgiveness of
I do not think this is always
sin has not been clearly grasped.
realized, but I am very sure that it is true. (See Heb. x. 1, 2, 3.)
Remember that "worshippers once purged have no more conscience
of sin," that is, of unpardoned sin. Those who have the consciousness
of unpardoned sin upon them are not purged as Christ intended that
they should be. They do not really understand the simple truth, that
"if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." "If we walk in the
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin."
I greatly doubt whether those who demand the continued offering
of Christ in heaven really understand the meaning of ~hat simple
sentence in the Articles of our Belief, "1. believe in the forgiveness of
sins."
There is one question which I would commend to the attention of
all who regard the offering of our Lord Jesus Christ in heaven as an
indispensable portion of the Christian faith.
How is it that there is not one syllable about the subject in any
other book in the New Testament except in thl;' Epistle to the
Hebrews ~ The very word "offering" (Greek, prosphora)* occurs but
four times in the New Testament outside that single book. The" offering" for the four Nazarites (Acts xxL 26); St. Paul's" offering" at the
same time (Acts xxiv. 17); the" offering of the Gentiles" to God by
the same Apostle as the fruits of his ministry (Rom. xv. 16), are three
of the four instances. None of these is the offering of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The fourth passage does refer to His offering, and it is
this: " Walk in love, as Christ also loved us, and gave Himself for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling savour"
(Eph. v. 2). The reference is evidently to Christ's death. And the
offering and sacrifice are both past. "He gave," not "He is giving,"
"Himself for us." It is a plain reference to "the one oblation of
Christ finished upon the Cross." This is the' only mention of .the
offering of Christ in the New Testament. outside the Epistle to the
Hebrews.
.
What do we argue from this ~ That the passages in the Epistle to
the Hebrews are of less authority because they stand alone ~ God
forbid! If a thing is once stated clearly in the Bible, that is enough
for me. If a single text could be found to say that Christ is now
offering His blood for me in heaven, I would receive it, ;and object
no more. But there is not one such text. There are many that

• The use of the verb to offer (prosphero) is even more curious. It occurs twentyfive times in the Gospels, but always before the death of Christ. :rhree times in the
Actl, but not concerning the offering of Christ at all. Twenty times in the Epistle
to the Hebrews, and nowhere else in the New Testament.
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say He is doing no such thing, but other things which' are very
different.
Why, then, is the Epistle to the Hebrews the only epistle that
makes use of the work of the Jewish High Priemts to explain our
Lord's atonement 1 Why, indeed, except that it is the Epistle to the
Hebrt~os, and the only epistle expressly so-called ~
Paul's other
epistles were all written to Gentiles. Why, then, need our friends who
advocate this continued offering make so much of this particular way
of putting the truth 1 Do they think that all Englishmen are the lost
ten tribes, who might be supposed to have an inborn and unconscious
~eaning to -the ritual of their forefathers, and so would accept the
Gospel more easily in this kind of way ~ If any man is able to receive
the sacrifice of Christ through the types and shadows of the Levitical
law better than in the plain words of .the Gospel, or of St. Paul's
Epistle to the Romans, or of St. John's Epistle to the whole Church
'Of Christ, let him receive it. I should be the last man to disparage
the study of the sacrifices in Leviticus. I wish they were more
dosely studied than they are. There are few books of Holy Scripture
from which I have learned so much about sin and the atonement as
I have learned from the law in Leviticus. But, instructive as this
kind of teaching is to exact students, it is wJrse than useless to those
who are not thoroughly familiar with its details; and this way of
presenting the truth is not indispensable to a right understanding of
the Gospel of the grace of God. If it had been, there would have
been something more about it in St. Paul's Epistles to the Gentiles,
and St. John's Epistles to the Catholic Church.
It is enough for me to know that while I was a sinner Christ died
:ror me, and that He is risen frem the dead to die no more, and is
at God's right hand, the propitiation (that is, the covering of the law)
for my sins, and not for mine only, but also for the sins of the whole
world. He is the Propitiation. It is not only what He does, or what
He says, or what He presents, or what He pleads, that justifies. It
is He Himself. He is there (in heaven above), my Advocate with the
Father. And He is here-Christ in me the hope of glory here below.
.He is my Bread of Life. It is not only the bread and the wine that
He brings forth to everyone that overconieth-it is Himself-Himself
with the marks of His death and Passion upon Him, Himself in all
His glory at God's right hand. As He said, so I find it to be: "I
am the Bread of Life; he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and
He that believeth on Me shall never thirst."
.
May I also suggest that, when we think of His High Priesthood, it will
be well to remember one thing that a priest alone was privileged to
-do, and that was to offer incense. When Korah and his company, who
.claimed the priesthood, claimed the right to stand on a level with
Aaron (Nu1D. xvi.), God commanded that they should bring to the door
Qf His Tabernacle, not blood, but censers full of incense. ,I Thou also,
and Aaron" (it was said to Korah), 11 each of you his censer."
Then
the Lord chose between them, who should be holy. I find no blood
offered in heaven; but I do find incense. And we are not left in
.doubt what that incense is. It is written in Revelation v. 8, that when
the Lamb of God, in the midst of the throne, took the sealed book to
II
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open it, tl The four-and-twenty elders (' His Ancients ') fell down before
the Lamb, having everyone of them harps, and golden vials full of
odours (incense), which are the prayers of saints." It is written again
(Rev. viii. 3-4) "that an angel came and stood before the altar having
a golden cen'ser," and there was given unto him much incensE', that,
he should offer it with (the Greek in that place is not exactly offer,
but add it to) the prayers of all saints upon the Golden Altar
which was before the throne." There are offerings in heaven; offerings
upon an altar; but they are the prayers of, all saints. This suggests
a practical question. How many prayers of yours and mine are fit to
be preserved in those golden vials, and to go up upon the Golden
Altar before the throne 1 These prayers are not the liturgies of the
Churches, but the prayers of the saints. Let us examine ourselves,
and consider how much that we have iadividually said and spoken on
our knees before God is fi t to J?e presented in heaven in this way.
Here are offerings that Christ will make, if they are such as He
approves. He will even add to them much incense of His own pure
desires, wherewith He wills the glory of His Father and our salvation,
that they may be accepted before the Lord.
Here, if you will, is a continued offering. "Pray without ceasing. l >
I'To do good and to distribute, forget not." .. By Him let us offer
the sacrifi~e of praise to God continually, that is the fruit of lips that
give thanks to His name." But such offerings as these are born of
sins forgiven. Such prayers rise from the lips of pardoned sinners,
washed, sanctified, and justified, as becometh saints. As Christ said
Himself to one such saint, "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven;
for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth
little." And where forgiveness of sins is, "there is no longer offering
for sin." ~
'
NO FAILURE.
one thing hath failed of all the good things the Lord your
God spoke concerning you; all are come to pass" (Joshua xxiii. 14).
How faithful our dear and Covenant God always is to the children
of His love.
He promised rest, and gave it (Joahua xxi. 44.)
He promised deliverance, and delivered (Joshua xxi. 44).
How
true it is of all other things, they fail in time of need.
Money
fails (Psalm xxxix. 6; lxii. 10). Friends fail (Job xix. 14; Neh. ix. 27).
Strength fails (Psalm xxxi. 10 j Job xii. 21; Psalm xc.' 10).
Refuge fails (Psalm cxlii. 4).
Sight fails (Psalm lxix. 3).
Desire fails (Eccl. xii. 5).
Flesh and heart fail
(Psalm
lxxiii. 26).
God's precious and unchangeable Word never fails
(Luke xxi. 33; xvi. 17; 1 Peter i. 23, 25). Oh, what a most soulcomforting portion is this to. support and cheer the tried believer,
at 'all times and under all the varied circumstances of another
year, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" (He1J. xiii. 5).
"NOT

* Extracted from a little book, which we cordia.lly recommend, published by
J.. F. NOCK, 7, Silcheater Road, St. Leonard's-on-Sea.. (One Shilling.)
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£lmn.ons anb Jofts .0£ £ltrmolts'.
NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. T. W. WEsroN, VICAR OF ST. JElHN'S,
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, IN 1889.
"So ye would abound mOTe and m01'e."-l THESSALONIANS iv. 1.
THESE words, from the Epistle of to-day, are very important. Few think
much of them now. As God gives His children more and more He
expects greater thing;; from them, and bids them "A bmmd more am»
7n(Yre." We see this in that parable of the talents. Those to whom the,
were entrusted were expected to trade with them and double them,
whether fivEl, two, or one.
" Unto him that hath shall more be
given." Now what were the Thessalonian Christians, and what ale
we, if we belong to Christ's Church, to abound in 1 Those things for
which He commends them-faith, love, and hope (see chap. i. 3).
1. Faith. Now faith has a work to do', and a very arduo~s one I
too.. It has to struggle against and wrestle with unbelief, that easily
besetting sin. Dear fl'iends, very much unbelief Clings to us, in spite
of all the Lord has done for us, and that engender3 doubts and fears.
I appeal. to you who have this precious faith, the gift of God, do you
not often mistrust Him, and that produces doubts and fears, and yet,
has He not brought you through many troubles 1 Oh, how strange it
is that in spite of all He has done we should doubt Him for the
future. Yet we do, and we need to cry, "Lord, I believe; help Thou
mine unb.elief"; "Lord, increase our faith." Then unbeJief also
produces unfaithfulness to Him. Do we not find it so 1 Are Wl'l
always ready in all companies to own our Master, to speak for our
Lord and Saviour 1 Do we not at times remain silent when we ought
to speak 1 I know we are not to cast pearls before swine. " A
word in season" is a good word, but are we not verily guilty in
this matter, and sometimes act like Peter 1 Again, unbelief leads
to forgetfulness of God. How we have to deplore this. It is written,
"God is not in all their thoughts"; but oh, how oft God seems not
to be in any of our thoughts; every earthly thing takes up time al.ld
attention. This all springs from unbelief. May God give us more
faith, so that we may realize His presence, and not be so ca1'eless
and forgetful of Him. Then lllkewarmness is another result of unbeHe£.
This God reproves in that Epistle to the Church of Laodicea. This
is a Laodicean age. Many knew not their misery, nakedness, blindness,
and poverty. And another thing gendered. by unbelief is unwatchfulriess. How little are we on the watch-tower; how little on our
guard. "Watch and pray" is the admonition of our Saviour; we
are to wrestle against this slothful, careless spirit, and by the pow~r
of the Holy Ghost to abound more and more in faith. It is God's
gift, and He must increase and' exercise it, but He bids us wait UP9n
Him for grace and strength to perform all that He requires of us.
Faith is a very active grace, it strives for the mastery, it leads us
to kee'p' under the body and mortify the flesh. Oh, dear friends,
H 2
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would you overcome ~ It must be by faith, and we are to "abound
more and more." Faith in the blood of Jesus will gain the victory.
Would you be "more than conqueror" ~ Remember, it is not simply
gaining one battle. A great conqueror gains many victories, and
though we are utterly weak, and have to struggle against this terrible
foe of unbelief, and all those things it brings in its train, we "are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us."
2. The next thiog in which we are to "abound more and more"
is Love, and love has a special enemy to contend with - that is
enmity.
Love has its "labour" to perform; you know it is so.
Naturally you love a person, but your love often has to struggle for
the mastery. Sickness may come to your loved one, and you have
to watch and tend that one so carefully, and sometimes affection is
sorely tried; it has its "labour." In spiritual .things, love has to
combat enmity. Enmity! you say, in the Christian, enmity to God ~
Ah, dear friends, it is so, because we all have two natures, and love
has to mightily strive; its work is to obey. Enmity is manifested
in our spiritual slothfulness and disinclination to engage in divine
"If ye' love Me," says J esua, "keep My commandments."
things.
Abound more and more; strive against the enmity of the flesh, which
leads to disobedience. Love finds it "labour" to submit to God's
will. Oh, it is hard to the flesh to submit willingly. It is done by
the people of God, through Christ working in them; then. they are
brought to say, "Thy will be done." Where will you learn to submit
to the Divine will ~ Only in Gethaemane. There you see Jesus saying,
"If it be possible, let this cup pass from. Me." In the agony of His
soul, He thus prayed. " Nevertheless," said He, "not My will, but
Thine be done." Oh, when we see His love submitting willingly to
all that was laid upon Him, we are strengthened to suffer. Love
has to suffer for Christ's sake and with Christ, but it is an honour
to suffer with Him. By-and-by we shall be "glorified together:' But
love does more than submit. We must submit to the will of God,
but love acquiesces in that will. That is the blending of our wills
with His, so that we are content and satisfied with it. Love relinquishes all for Christ. We read of one who, when bidden to follow
Him, "left all, rose up, and followed." It is not easy to part with
all· for Him. Some have had to do so, and we may, too. Thfl enmity
of Our carnal nature will cling to our possessions, but love will give
up if the trial comes, and all through grace.
Dear friends, you may think you love God, but now, perhaps, all
things go smoothly; let adversity come, and then see! The enmity
of the car!lal mind rises, and only as the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost shall we take patiently, and even
joyfully, the spoiling of our goods, and willingly be divesteu of all
things. This love, as it abounds more and more, keeps us from the
world. "Love not the world," &c., and we think little of the "friendship of the world" when love to God is really in exercise.
Peter
thought he loved Jesus, but Peter fell! The love of Christ conquered
him, a look broke his heart, and he went out and wept bitterly.
After the resurrection Jesus questioned him, "Lovest thou Me 1" He
thrice repeated it, and Peter was grieved and said, "Lord, Thou
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knowest all things.
Thou knowest that I love Thee!"
Oh, how
many here can appeal to Him, "Thou knowest that I love Thee" '1
Then the gracious ,word to such is, "Abound more and more."
3. Lastly, we are to I' abound in hope." The great adversary of hope
is despair and despondency. This is very trying, and hope has to
endure under it.
Some are sorely tempted to give up hoping.
They look at the precious promises of the Word, and Satan, who
knows well how to assault, suggests, "they are not for you."
When under his power hope seems ready to expire, and despondency
echoes, "Not for me !" Then tribulation tries this patience or endurance
of hope. You know tribulation signifies what presses down, How often
we get oppressed and depressed by some great trial, we cannot rise
above it; only the words of Jesus encourage it again and again.
"In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world." This hope will sustain when forsaken of
all. The Apostle found it so when all forsook him. Jesus stood by.
and encouraged hope. Again, in the storm and tempest we read of
in Acts xxvii., what was it that made him so calm and hopeful ~
The word of Jesus, who promised there should be no loss of life.
"Fear not, Paul," &c. (verse 24). Wherefore, says he, "Sirs, be
of good cheer, for I believe God that it ahall be even as it was told
me."
God give ns grace to cherish hope, and as our Confirmation Service
beautifully prays, "Strengthen, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord, with the
Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily increase in us. Thy manifold
gifts of grace." This hope has respect' to Christ's coming again.
He tarries, but hope expects and looks forward to His return.
"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
At times we are very desponding about those we love, and for
whom we have prayed for so long; we get hopeless as we see no
answer to our prayer, but remembering that nothing is too hard
for Him, we pray on and desire to abound more and more. Blessed
be God, our hope for salvation is anchored to that within the veil;
we see not the anchor or the cable, yet we are held in position,
and, amid all the tossings, must be secure, for that hope is "both
sure and stedfast, and entereth into that within the veil; , whither
the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus."

, ONE spiritual desire after Christ is worth more than ten thousand
times ten thousand worlds, because it proves the professor to be a
vessel of mercy, a favourite of heaven, and an heir of God.-William
Tant.
THE style of Christ's intercession (in the seventeenth chapter of
John's Gospel) is majestic and imperial; not a supplication for
blessings, but a petition for rights; rights purchased by His death,
and challenged as His due. Hence, He addresses His Father under
the title of Cr holy," and" righteous," not of "merciful," or" gracious."Be1·ridge.
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THE EDUOATION AGITATION.
coming Session o£ Parliament will be eventful. We speak in ne prophetic vein, neither do we claim to be in possession of any occult
knowledge of Oabinet intentions. The Government, however, ·have
committed themselves to both the Anglican party and the Pope's
representatives in England to legislate in the interests of "Religious,"
as distinguished from simply Bible education, in our public elementary
schools. Public opinion, just in proportion as it becomes alive to the
meaning and scope of the proposals o£ "Oardinal" VAUGHAN, on the
one hand, and of the ARCHBISHOP of OANTERBURY and the High-Ohurch
party, on the other, is beginning to evince decided opposition to the
scheme to "capture" the Board Schools, in many of which Bible instruction is being efficiently afforded. Neither taxes nor rates ought
to be drawn upon to teach the children of the tradespeople and working classes the objectionable theology of R')manism and Ritualism.
Wehope the people of England, who instinctively hate priestcraft, will
resolutely refuse to endorse any legislative measure, the effect of which
would be to endow Popery. Already the mischief being done in a
large number of Ol\.urch Schools, particularly in the rural' districts, is
alarming. Parents have no schools withinrea:ch other than the parish
Church Schools, and in them their little orres are being systematically
trained by the Romanising clergy in' the worst errors' of the Papal
communion. Manuals and catechisms are often used, as text books,
even 'if not distributed amongst :the children, to instil into the infant
mind a hatred of Protestant truth, and of the principles of the blessed'
Reformation. A catechism, published by the Rev. F. A. GACE, vicar
of -Great Barling, Essex, has lately obtained unenviable notoriety as
one of the most advanced of such books for the use of "parochial
schools."
:We believe that we were amongst the first to call attention ,to this
pernicious little book, and we are gratified that at length public
reprobation is being meted out against its anti-scriptural and strongly
sacerdotal :contentS. It stigmatises Dissenters as "heretics," it denies
that the established Ohurch of Scotland has any claim to be' considered'
"a Ohurch at all," and it openly designates the worship of Nonconformists "idolatrous!" Mr. GACE asks, "Is Dissent a sin ~" and then
dares to put i,nto the mouths of Protestant children attending any
. sc~ool in which his uncharitable manual is used the reply: "Yes; it is
in direct opposition
our duty towards God,." And the 'lengths to
which Ritualistic priests' would go---;-if they only got the power they
covet-may be judged from the following question and answer :-" But
why' Have not Dissenters been excommunicated?'" .Answer ':' I' Because
the law of the' land does ?Lot allow the wholesome law of the Chwrcli
to be ~actea upon." Let us thank God that the law of this Protestant kingdom "does not allow" Mr. GACE' 'and, such as share his
pri'estly opinions, the power' to "excommunicate" tho~e subjects:,of the.
QUEEN who conscientiously object to conform to the Establishment.
THE
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If on no other grounds, all lovers of civil and religious freedom ought,
at the present crisis, to resist any concession3 by the Government in
aid of such anti-English preteus-ions as those put forward by Dr.
PUSEY'S followers, as well as by Dr. VAUGHA.N. We would, in conclusion, recommend our readers to write to their respective representatives in Parliament, expressing their disapproval of any scheme of
legislation in' favour of subsidizing Popery, whether in schools connected
with the Church of England, or in those under the direction of Papists.
What is needed .is, that the Bible shall be at least read daily in
all schools receiving State aid. No denominational teaching should be
paid for out of the national exchequer.
Our confidence in the
simple Word of GOD and in the HOLY SPIRIT'S ability to apply it to
the hearts of the young, is sach that we unhesitatingly declare for" the
Bible, and the Bible only."-FTom "The British Protestant."

A MYSTERIOUS ANGLICAN BISHOP.
THE following letter appeared in a recent number of the Tablet:"Sir,.,--Can you or any of your correspondents inform me whether
there is any reliable authority for the statement (which I have
frequently heard made) that, within the last ten years or so a clergy- .
man of the Anglican Church had himself consecrated bishop by some'
schismatic bishop on the Continent; and though only recognized as a
priest in his own communion, has re-ordained many df his fellow
clergymen of High Church views, U1 a private manner, to insure a
real priest!lOocl. 1
" Now that the validity of Anglican Orders is being so much dis"
cussed, the importance of. such a fact, if true, can hardly be exaggerated, and some light should be thrown upon the subject. Though the
consequences of such an act are grave beyond 'measure, the very fact
of an effort to gain valid orders by so irregular a method, would speak
volumes for the bad faith of some who claim that there is no doubt
of their existence in the Anglican Church.
"It is to be hoped that the story is utterly false; but how it
originated and whence, are surely appropriate questions which seem
to demand a final answer at the present moment.-Yours t.ruly,
" Pa1t, January 5th, ~896."
"T. A. M."
MONKISH INVESTMENTS IN ENGLAND.
THE French Government has been taxing the Romish "Religious
Orders," to their great disgust; but a number of them have reluctantly
submitted, including" The Order of the Holy Ghost " (!). As a result,'
however, of their being mulcted by the French State, heretical England
is to be honoured with ·the financial support of the Monastical Institutions! The Catholic Times says that" One of 'the chief effects of the
(French) law is'the transfer of large investments to British securities."
Is not this strange, seeing that, in the eyes of the monks and friars,
the English people are outside the pale of Chris~ianity 1 Xet their
money would be safer here, in their opinion, than in Romish countries. '
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PAPAL POET LAUREATE, AND THE POPE.
OUR contemporary, The English Churchman, has the following notes:"The Roman Catholic Press is naturally jubilant over the appointment of Mr. AUSTIN to the post of Poet Laureate. One such organ
has the subjoined editorial on the subject :-' The appointment of a,
Catholic to the post of Poet Laureate is a singularly interesting event.
Mr. ALFRED AUSTIN is the first Catholic Laureate since DRYDEN
became a convert in the reign of J AMES H. Half a century ago such
an appointment would have been an 'impossibility; but religious
freedom has made gigantic strides since then, and now there are but
few narrow-minded enough to raise objections to the selection of Mr.
AUSTIN on account of his professing the ancient Faith.' It is fair,
however, to add that since the foregoing was penned, the Poet
Laureate has issued his first effusion, the conception, taste, and
execution of which have placed his poetical powers in painful contrast
with those of W ORDSWORTH ana TENNYSON.
The above quoted
Roman newspaper states that many of Mr. AUSTIN'S poems 'reveal
his Catholic training,' and specifies his piece, 'At the Gate of the
Convent.'
"The POPE is said to be preparing an Encyclical on the subject of
the Union of Churches-a document which is designed for universal
circulation. It is stated that his references to Protestantism are' kind
and tolerant,' and that the Encyclical 'will make a deep impression
on England.' However that may be, the POPE has little to hope forfrom the heads of the Greek Chur.ch, who have issued a well-prepared
reply to his previous invitation to join his communion. ,'Let us all
take heed,' runs the Greek Synodicttl letter, 'lest the false apostles,
coming to us in the guise of sheep, endeavour to entice the more
simple .by divers deceitful promise~, urging union, but deeming all
things lawful if but the POPE of Rome be acknowledged supreme and
infallible master, absolute sovereign of the entire Church, vicar of
Christ on earth, and the source of every grace.'''
PAPAL DEMANDS.
THE Roman Catholic Weekly Register s~ys: " Under the title of The'
Rights of Christian 'Parents in a National System of Elementary
Education, the recent declarations addressed to Lord SALISBURY by
the Cardinal Archbishop and the Catholic Bishops of England and
Wales have been issued this week in pamphlet rorm (Burns and Oates),
with the following preface: 'The following documents set forth educational claims founded on an elementary principle of the natural law, and
on justice and equity. Christians naturally demand of a Christian
State a full recognition of the rights of parent~, and a genuine respect
for Christianity, in any national system of education that it may establish.
The natural law and Christianity are the divinely-appointed guarantors
and guardians of personal and popular liberty, both against the excesses
which society is capable of committing against itself, and against a
'p~ssible State despotism which would trample on the sacred individual
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rights of a vanquished minority. It is, therefore, eminently the interest
of society to base its national system of education upon the solid
principles of the natural and Christian law. The Catholic Church
has always urged this, while by her legislation she has ever sought to
make popular education free, and' to open wide to all possessed of
virtue and ability the avenues that lead to the highest plains of
knowledge and influence. The practical method recommended by the
Catholic body is extremely simple. The State having declared that.
every child has a right to elementary educatioll at the public expense,
let the State declare further what that education ought to cost in
, maintenance' per child in each district. Let just that sum follow
every child to the Public Elementary School to which his parents
send him j no question to be asked whether it be a Board or a
Voluntary, a Denominational or an Undenominational school. Power
should be given to School Boards, under proper safeguards, to raise,
where needed, a supplementary rate, to be shared in equally by all
Public Elementary Schools in the district. Nothing less than equality
will satisfy the demand of justice.'''

A SIGN OF THE TIMES.
THE following paragraph has appeared in the public prints. It speaks
for itself, and only too plainly proves how far some of our English
Church dignitaries have gone in their admiration and advocacy of
both the Church of Rome and the theatre. Both these deplorable
tendencies are inseparable from a decay of vital godliness and spirituality:DEAN HOLE ON "THE SIGN OF THE CRoss."-The Dean of Rochester
has written to tWQ Church newspapers, begging those who believe in
the great power of the drama for good. and deplore its abuse for evil.
to support by their presence and commendations "The Sign of the
Cross." "a theatrical performance which so manifestly quickens in aH
who witness it, especially from the crowd in the pit and gallery, their
admiration of the Christian character and their confidence in the
Christian faith." Dean HOLE adds: "As the contrast in this most
pathetic tragedy of 'The Sign of the Cross' between purity and lust,
love and cruelty, self.sacrifice and sensuality, evokes a righteous indigo
nation, a sympathy with virtue and a contempt of vice, so should we
encourage every effort to demonstrate the beauty of holiness and the
ugliness of sin, and to overcome evil with good."
;'

A SENSE of hunger will often keep a man awake, when fulnes s
would lull him to sleep.-Evans.
THE Lord has always some good in store for His people, which
good is often brought out of evil j and the Lord never suffers His
people to be tried, but He brings them "forth as gold," and gives
them full proof that He sits at the furnace, or that "One like
unto the Son of Man" is in the fiery trial, and that He will not
suffer a hair of His children's heads to fall to the ground.-William
Tant.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. G. H. HEWITT.
OUR portrait this month is "that of a worthy son ofl a worthy father.
Many of our readers are familiar with the name of the Rev. GEOlWE
HEWITT, vicar of St. Luke's, Prestonville, Brightoo, as that of a
faithful expositor of the Word of God, and a fearless advocate of,
the doctrines of the sovereign grace of God in their fruit-bearing
efficacy. Gracf', we know, is not hereditary. Many a sad instance of
this fact might be cited. But, on the other hand, many gracious men
have been blessed with godly sons, and amongst these our dear
brother at Brighton. His eldest son, theReV-. GEORGE H. HI!:WITTthe subject of our sketch-refers his spiritual awakening to a date
at whieh he was about thirteen years of age, when, as he gratefully
testifies, he was "led to flee from the wrath to come." A year or
two subsequently he was enabled to realize an assurance of personal
safety in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. His earlier education was acquired
at Brighton College. On leaving that institution 'he successfully competed for a scholarship at Trinity Oollege, Oambridge. At the University he maintained a consistent Ohristian life, identifying himself
actively with Evangelistic and Protestant work, and enjoying the
confidence of all good men. On taking his degree, he spent some
time at Ridley Hall, where, under the Rev. Dr. MOULE'S direction
and training, "he prosecuted theological studies, .with a view to entering the ministry of the Ohurch of England. It appears that it was
not ·until Mr. HEWITT was nineteen years of age, and had actually
begun his course at Trinity Oollege (in October, 1887), that he arrived
at a decision on the important question of entering the ministry.
It is a saying of his in connection with this solemn decision, "I
have ever' since felt,' Woe, is me, if I preach not the Gospel.'"
Having completed at Ridley Hall a year's profitable study, in subjects
admirably planned to assist a candidate for the ministry of the Gospel
in his future calling, he was ordained in September, 1891, by the
BISHOP of WORCESTER, to the curacy of 'St.. George's, Birmingham,
where he laboured diligently for a year, thence. proceeding to Edinburgh, to join the Rev. W. LAl'(CELOT HOLLAND, at St. Thomas's
English Episcopal Church, a time-honoured stronghold, of the Evan- i
gelical and Protestant cause. His fellowship with Mr. HOLLAND,
whose uncompromising advocacy of the truth of God has endeared
him to the hearts of Christians of all denominations, was of the most
fraternal kind. Mr. HEwITT then came to England, and received full
orders from the BISHOP of WORCESTER.
In 1894 he entered on the curacy of the. parish of .Trinity,
Derby, the vicar of which was an old Oambridge friend, the Rev.
HENRY MARTIN, a nephew of the Rev. J. O. MARTIN, minister of
the Oircus Church, Portsmouth. After labouring, with encouragement", at Derby, Mr. HEWITT' proceeded to' London, . having been
appointed senior curate of St. Mark's parish, Victoria' Park; of
which the Rev. M. SWEET~AM is the faithful vicar.
Mr. HEWITT is a young man possessing special abilities, and his
ministry is definite and discriminating, on the old lines of the truth
of GOD. Protestant work always had an attraction for him, brought
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up as he was with the noble example of his Protestant father before
him. In a recent letter, which we have seen, he states that he has
been actively engaged in the interests of Protestantism ever since
the celebrated controversy which ,arose in Brighton in connection with
the Rev. Dr. FULTON, of America. His first inspiration in Protestant'
work came from reading the life of MARTIN LUTHER, and he has on
several occasions lectured on the career of the great German ReforIller;
When in Edinburgh, his valuable services in connection with the
"Protestant Truth' Society" (set on root"by the Rev. W. L. HOLLAND)
were much appreciated. He also, while in the North, started a "Bible
Witness Association," 'which became affiliatyd to the" Bible League."
He is a member of the Oonncil of the latter useful society.
Ohristian Evidence work has likewise fou~d in Mr. HEWITT a
powerful advocate.
In'1894 he engaged in a public controversy with Mr. GAMBLE, of
Leicester, a chosen champion of the Ohristadelphi~ns, on the subject of the Deity of Ohrist, which resulted in a grel\t victory for
the name of our MASTER. At Derby he formed a Young Men's
Protestant Union, under whose auspices several public 'meetings have
been held.
Mr. HEWITT gratefully acknowledge~ that he owes much to the
kind friendship of the Rev. Dr. MOULE, Principal of Ridley Hall"
Cambridge-a debt which many scores, of Evangelical young ministers
of Ohrist, now in the ,Ohu,rch of England, ,also, owe to, the same.
wise" learned, and devout divine. It need scarpely, be added- tllat
Foreign Missions hold a leading place in Mr. HEWlTT'S .heart, and
that the absorbing object of ,his life is to exalt Ohris~, to defend His
truth, and to further His, kingdom an~ coming., Our readers will, ,we'
trust, prayerfully reme~ber this dear young servant of the Lord,
Jesus, and ask that his ministrations may bel made increasingly,.
fruitful in these days of spiritual declension and decay.
,
SEASIDE
"

struggling heart, the upward
glance,
.
No eye but Thine, 0 Lord, can
see,
As musiug on Thy Word, I sit
Beside the surging, restless sea.
THE

What though the waves appBm' uncurbed
All are subjected to Thy will;
And e'en their angry voice is hushed,
When Thou dost whisper, " Peace,
be still."

MUSINGS.
,That Word I need; my heart's uno,
rest
Would ever tempt me to rebel
Against Thy wisest discipline,
Thongh faith believes Thou doest
well.
When round me rage the storms 0,£
life,

.

"

,

And inward conflicts rack my
brea8t,
Speak but a word, and I shall be
Of sacred joy and peace posse!lsed.
E.'D.

BE more desirous of ill;wa~d help and deliverance than the, l]emoval
of God's hand, when He lays affliction upon' you.-Ckapman.
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«orrtsl1onbtntt.
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

WE

have received the following letter which we feel ought not to be
withheld from our readers, although some portions of it refer to us in
connection with our ministerial work at Mary-Ie-port. Such testimonies
to the Divine faithfulness, and proofs that to labour in the Word and
Doctrine of the Gospel of God's grace is no fruitless enterprise, are
always acceptable to Christ's pastors, and we heartily thank our anonymous correspondent for his refreshing communication. May the HOLY
SPIRIT, who alone can make the message of salvation a "joyful sound"
to the souls of redeemed sinners, ahundantly bless the dear writer, and
recompense him for his thoughtfulness in writing his experience in
"the things of the kingdom."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-To the praise of our pray~r-hearing and prayer-answering God, " A
Little One" would now take his pen in band in remembrance of the goodness of
a Father's directing hand during the past year 1895. I have been thinking of
writing to you during the past three weeks, but I have been prevented by one
circUIDshnce and another; but I believe the Lord has constrained mo to write to
you. I want to cheer my dear pastor'e heart. by letting him know that his work
in the Master's name is not in vain.
Many and many a time in dear Mary·le·port Church, and in reading the dearlyloved pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, has the writer of these few lines found
sweet communion with the Father, and with His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, on
whom alone he seeks to trust for salvation and .. the hope of glory." 1 wall
deeply stirred with emotion on reading in the December number of the "call
home" of the Christ-exalting and God,honouring writ~r of" Well-Springs."· 1
thought when I read h~r last piece in the October number that she WM indeed
.. fully ripe for heaven." I never rememb~r reading such a beautiful description
of the prospects of a Christian believer. Truly the Master has a perf~ct right
to walk in His garden and pluck a splendid rose here and a lily th~re. Let ue
consider that our loss is her eternal gain. May the Lord J~hoYah enable us to
walk in her footsteps, in so fdor as she followed her Saviour; for however bright
the Christian's path may shine, there will sur~ to be flaws (alas! how we personally
feel these), and it is therefore only safe to follow the Master entirely.
In the past year He ~as enabled me to live by faith on His dear name, and
to His praise be it reoorded that though He has brought me into many trials',
He has also brought me through them. It is a path of special faith where He
has been pleased to cast my lot. I have to rely on Him daily for "daily
manna "-both temporal and spiritual-and everything He is pleased to send
me, I render Him Immediate thanks, as if He personally placed it in my haI:ds,
though, I fear, my thanks are infinitely short (1 will not sa.y of His goodness,
I know they are that), but I will say, of what they ehould be. 1 am determined,
• Written under a wrong impression. It is the death of Miss E. F. COLIUIUN
that is recorded in the December Number.
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by His help, that I will endeavour to keep the motto for the year: "In all
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shalt direct thy paths," and" rightly divide"
them.
A word of comfort was sent to me by Him last Sunday, when you said, .. Ib
:was only believers that could enjoy communion with Him." Then this poor
doubting, yet trusting, hoping, poor one said to himself, "Then I Imust be a
believer, for I can truly say I have enjoyed Md am enjoying it now."
I was also fully in sympathy with you when you preaohed that sermon a few
weeks ago on, "The latchet of whose shoes I am unworthy to unloaee "-the
language of John the Baptiet. I thought to myself, and still think, thlr.t if John
the Baptist, that great Forerunner of Jesus, !If whom Jesus Himself said that
"Amongst those that have been born of women there hath not been a greater
than John the Baptist"-if he could say that, truly I feel I am unworthy, Lord,
to unloose the shoe latchet of one the least of Thy disciples, Thy people. Thou
sayest, "Ye ought also to wash one another's feet, even as I have given you an
example; " the true language of my heart is, "Lord, I am unworthy to wash the
feet of the least of [[hy children." I willingly and with true heart-feelings take
the place of the dear Syropheniclan woman, Yet, Lord, if Thou dost not
give me a child's portion, yet I will take the lowest-the dogs' place-if Thou
sayest, Lord, "it is not meet. to take the children's bread and cast it to the dogs,"
Lord, I will willingly take the dogs', the lowest place; and oh, let some crumbs
fall from the Master's Table-yet they will be the Master's crumbs, and one
orumb" of His mercy is" worth more than all the world calls rioh and valuable.
Sometimes "the hope of glory" is very faint and low in my poor heart, but even
then I would ,not part with it (were it p088ible) for all the richu in the
world.
I need hardly tell you, dear Mr. ORMISTON, that all my hopel of heaven are
centred in and upon Jesus Christ and Him crucified, His blood, and His
righteousness. My righteousness! I renounoe the thought; I have none of my
own, and if I ever think I have, what are they? /' They are filthy rags." But
if I be clothed in the robe of Christ's righteousness, I know I am perfeotly safe,
and perfectly holy, and perfectly pure, in God's sight; yet if I look at myself,
I can say, "Vile, and full of sin I am." Yes, Lord, in myself on a level with
the devils in hell.
In looking back over the past of my life loan and will truly say, Cl Hitherto
hath the Lord helped me, and led me"; and can I doubt Him? Yet how
" Prone to [doubt and] leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, oh take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above."
Truly I would in oonolusion quote one Scripture, "By this we know that we
haye passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." I know, dear
Sir, that wherever I see the likeness of the dear Saviour in one of His ohildren,
I love that soul as I love my own. "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee (and
family); the Lord make His Face to shine more and more upon thee, and give
thee His peace, now aud ever," is my heart's prayer for you and yours.
Dear Mr. Editor, if you care to put a line or two of this in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
you are at liberty to do so; but I leave it to you. My objeot in writing to
you is to praise and exalt my Master and to sink self, and therefore I prefer
to sign myself,
Yours very affectionately in the Lord,
January 9th, 1896.
A LITTLB ONE.
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TREASURED TESTIMONY.
A READER sends us the following choice letter, which he believes
will tend to edification. He has had it in his possession for many
years ::My DEAR OHRISTIAN BRoTItER,-Many thanks for your kind and
sympathetic letter; it is in the season of affliction that sympathy is
comforting. You express a wish to know my state of health; on this
point I can truly say that my sufferings are very great, without any
hopes of mitigation. My labours in the ministry are at an end, and
the Lord only knows how long this poor shattered tabernacle will hold
out; , It is, however, an unspeakable mercy that I have an inward
peace arising from an inward sense and enjoyment of "reconciliation
through the peace-speaking, soul-cleansing, blood of Jesus."
Nothing
short of this precious open fountain will satisfy or comfort me in the
trying hour; but when'I sweetly realize my interest in the great
atonement, and trust in it, and the testimony of God respecting it, I
experience such joy and peace that I,am more than conqueror through
Him that loved me; and I am sometimes so favoured with the enjoyment of God's love in Ohrist Jesus to such a poor guilty worm, that
my peace is like a flowing river, and the more I live upon everlasting
love the greater confidence I have in God, as "perfect love casteth out
fear." "He that feareth is not made perfect in love." There is a wide
difference between presumptuous confidence and that which is confirmed
by experience, and the.mighty change wrought in the life and conversation, so as to make it manifest we have passed from death unto life.
It is to be feared that many in our Ohurches who are clear enough in
doctrine are building upon a few merely negative evidences, but who
know nothing of that vital, practical godliness which springs from lifeunion with Ohrist; for if we are in ilife-union with Him, it will be
known by spiritual acts, such as godly sorrow for sin, the longing
desire after Ohrist, the plague of the heart felt, and a sighing and
crying for deliveranc~, not only from the solemn consequences of sin,
but also from its dominion, so that the change wrought by grace in
thought, feeling, and' practice, makes it, evident that we are livipp;
branches.
Oh, dear brother, these are not any flights of imagination, but
solid realities. Tile religion that -is not stamped with reality is worth
nothing, for that which is from God carries with it its owh evidence.
It is confirmed by experience, and demonstrates the truth, that the
Gospel is the power of God; hence the same power that convinces of
sin will breaK the heart, and fill the SQul with contrition, and it will
also lead the soul to the streams of salvation. Shall we limit the Holy
One of Israel ~ Then why do we hear such objections to practical
holiness, on the ground of legalism ~ Obedience to the precepts is Dot
leg~l if it springs from Gospel principles., On the contrary, it is an
evidence of life, for the Holy Ghost lllails the saint i'nto the preceptory
as well as the doctrinal truths, and the one harmonizes with the
other.
I believ~ if a vast am()unt of experience were to be analysed, it
would be stamped with "Tek':ll," weighed in the balances and found
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wanting. I would not despise the day of small things, but I do
repudiate the principle of casting aside all practical holiness, and sitting
down with no other evidence than corruptiom; doubts and fears. My
work is ended, and I shall soon be under the clods of the valley, but,
as,.a dying man, I sound the alarm. Our Churches exhibit but little
signs of life. Discipljne, in many cases, is overlooked. The lov~ of
many waxeth cold; jealousy, uncharitableness, and suspicions are among
our failings. We find a chilliness in our spiritual atmosphere, and in
vain we look for that zeal and holiness which characterised the primitive
Church. Oh, may Zion travail, and bring forth children. May her
watchmen be vigilant and faithful, and may we be favoured with a
pure spiritual revival by the Divine operation of the blessed Spirit, f(}r
Christ's sake. Amen.
My path in divine providence is dark and difficult, my labours being
ended. I have no means of support, yet, to show the care and faithfulness of our covenant God and Father, I have hitherto been supported
in my long and trying afRiction.
Please give our united love to your partner, and accept the same
Yours sincerely,
from

Swindon,

W.

1860.

PETTY.

A VETERAN READER.
To the Echtol' of the Gospel Magc£zine.
DEAR Sm,-For more than thirty years it has been a monthly feast
to study the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "Wayside Notes," for
these many years, being "a feast of fat things, of wines on the lees,
of fat things full of marrow, of wines· on the lees well refi.ned," and I
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice, that its Editorship has been ,placed in
your hands, and trust the Great Head of the Church will continue His
gracious help and guidance, and that you may still have strength t(}
continue to feed the flock of Christ through your management of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. As an old subscriber, and as a far older man, I
endorse your remarks in the Preface to the Volume just completed, and
which. has just reached me. These are not times to trim our sails.
Sacerdotalism is a canker in our Protestant Church of England, and
cannot fail to impair its usefulness. We want no priestcraft, no union
with Rome. No meeting at the half-way house-Ritualism. We
demand an uplifted Christ, as the power, the only power of God,.'
under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, to gather out an elect family,
to the praise and glory of the Triune J ehovah who is God over all
blessed for ever. Faithful men are being driven from England's
C4urch. Husks are poor food for those who know" the joyful sound I'
and rejoice in. s. finished salvation. I endorse your remarks fully.
"They are a people who dwell alone, their tents are pitched in a dry
land where no water is, they hold no fellowship with the so-called
religion of the day." Christ's work shall stand until Jehovah h"15
gathered out of the wreck of the fall that flock which no man can
number, and then, with shouts of rejoi.::ing, we crown Him Lod of
all. Every covenant mercy be with you in 1896.
AN OLD MAN.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Another year has just commenced, and I would record
my heartfelt desire that it may be one of great blessing to you, and
that you may be greatly favoured from on high in your labours in
connection with the valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the B1'itish Protestant
.and your pastoral work. The year has begun with a very unsettled
state in various parts of the world, and I would venture to state that
this is a very good time to think of our soldiers and sailors, some of
whom have left their home to fight in di&tant parts. This little
Mission supplies a great want, and I hope that many friends will
help us with money and books. Infidels are very strenuous in circulating evil literature. Shall we, who are God's servants, not use every
means in our power to scatter the Gospel 1 I should be glad to receive
bound volumes, both new and second-hand.
FROM PORTUGAL.

Your valued letter came duly to hand, and thanking you for monthly
parcel, I have the pleasure of saying that they are very acceptable at
the Sailor's Rest. They, with other publications and newspapers are
placed on the table, and while some men seem instinctively to take up
the newspaper, others prefer the shod and pithy subjects treated of in
the tracts and magazines. On Sundays all newspapers are withdrawn,
and nothing is left on the table but such literature as is of a decidedly
religious character.
FROM FRANCE.

Thank you for sending books for seamen. It is very difficult to judge
amongst the moving seamen population what seed is SOWD, but I always
-remember that, "My Word shall not return unto Me void." and I trust
that what is done must be of service to those around us. I find the
lleamen like these little papers better than tracts, and they also like the
-Gospels.
. With renewed thanks for your kind insertion,
I am, very sin'cerely yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER;
I, Wilton Place, Salisbiwy, January 6th, 1896.

A, VENERABLE READER.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazin~.
DEAR SIR,-It gives me much' pleasure to find that, although the
Editorship of the dear old GOSPEL MAGAZINE is changed, the glorious
truths for which we have so much prized it for so many long years
(over sixty), still shine forth therein, and still are so ably and
sweetly advocated in its pages. Everything in the' religious world
appears shifting, the glorious doctrines of free grace are being fretted
away by free-will, and the supremacy of the creature is being
extolled, at the expense of the sovereignty of Jehovah. In fact,
everything seems tending towards Rome. What could have given
greater joy or encouragement to Roman Catholicism, or a greater
blow to Protestantism, than the last appointment to the Laureateship ~
The Lord help His Church to watch, and pray, and wait. The
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emissaries of the Apostate Church are in high places, and in low
places also; and what will England do in the end thereoO Surp,
nothing, unless a miraculous interposition of Divine Providence can
avert the nation's being swallowed up in the awful vortex of
Romanism.
Seventy years ago, dear old Dr. HAWKER (many years
Vicar- of Charle~, Plymouth) ~aid he believed that Romanism would
again be dominant in England, and that it would come through the
Established Church. Well, this appears to be the gate at which
it is entering. The young curates seem to be quite enamoured with
it, and the bishops wink at it. Well," The Lord knoweth them that
are His," and He will still remember them; for has He not said,
"In the days of famine they shall be satisfied" 1
I have sent the enclosed paper, if you think it worthy a space in
the Magazine. Our prayer is that the Lord may long spare you to
preside over the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for the benefit of
Zion.
I am, yours in Gospel bonds,
Cambridge, January 13th, 1896.
JOSEPH FAVELL.
REV. F. W. BAINES.
To the Editor oj the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I must write to tell you how pleased I was to see the
"Notes of Sermon," and also the photo of dear Mr. BAINES, in this
month's Magazine. It is twenty ye:trs this year since I wasstayillg
at his house at Torquay, when I first saw the Magazine, which I
have taken since then, and have often enjoyed its contents. I shall
ever have reason to th811k the Lord for bringing me to hear
Mr. BAINES, as his ministry was a great blessing to me. Dear
man! I do rejoice that he is safe home, after such a life of
suffering as he passed through. It is thirty-seven years since I
first knew him; he was then Vicar of Christ Church, Ware. I
hope, if you have any more notes of his sermons, you .will have them
put in the Magazine.
I remain, yours sincerely in the Lord,
Ware, Herts, Janua1'y 6th, 1896.
SUSAN JONES.
"HE LEADETH ME."
-To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have felt constrained to write and tell you what a.
comfort the ., Family Portion" in last month's Magazine-" Every
Moment "-was to me. I had been passing through a time of great
darkness and depression. I was led to read the forty-second Psalm..
The Lord drew near. I then read your piece. The joy that filled my
heart I never can forget.
One of my children said she was sure
I was better, I looked so bright. I knew it was the peace within
that made the difference. I have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for years, and consider it the best book we get-and we take several.
I trust you will be spared for many years to carry on this noble work,
and wishing you a "Happy New Year,"
Yours faithfully,
Stratford-an-Avon.
A. S..
I
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;FRAGRANT,' LETTER

FROM THE LATE MR. ·WILL.TAM
MATTHEWS.
.
. . '
Woolwich, hly 29th, 1840.
l}h DEAR, FilIEI!TD,-I did think of being. at Eastbourne o~,Saturday
week, but at present it is an uncertainty, as my quarter-master.serjeant
was taken very ill on Sunday last, and still continues so, which ties
me fast here until he is better, and able - again to take his duty.
Mrs. MATTHEws is very much obliged to Mrs. GORRINGE, but must
decline the journey this summer, as her mother is not fit to be left
alone. My full intention is, God willing, to see you all some time
next month, as my health requires a change of air, and. I do not
expect to rally until I get that change.
My journey to Cranbrook did me good, and I enjoyed it much.
LORD LINDSAY, in his letters from Palestine (lately published), says
that the face of the country is the most like the county of Kent,
round Maidstone, of any country he has ever seen, w~ich made me
take particular notice of it; and substituting hop.gardens for vineyards, I think the description given by God of Palestine would very
nearly describe the county of Kent from Woolwich to Oranbrook,
which made me love and prize it as I never did before. Of Palestine
it is written: "For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is
not' as the land of Egypt from whence ye came out, where thou
sowedst thy. seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, a::; a garden of
herbs: but the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills
and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: a land which
the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are
always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of
the year " (De ut. xi. 10-12). Again," For the Lord thy God bringeth
thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
depths that' ,spring out of valleys and hillR; a land of wheat, and
barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a laq.d oLoil olive,
and honey; a land wh\:jrein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness,
thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and
out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. When thou hast eaten, and
art fuU, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God, for the good land
which He hath given thee" (Deut. viii. 7.10). And I did from the
bottom of my heart bless and thank God for the good land which
He hath given us. Nor could I help thinking but what England
occupied that, position among the nations of the earth now, which
Israel of old did, aud whi~h our blessed Saviour told ,and. threatened
the Jews 'should be the case in the days of His sojourn ,upon earth.
"Therefore say I unto yo~, The kingdom of God shaH be taken from
you, and' 'given to a I1ation' bringing . forth tile fruits \~hereof"
(Matt. xxi. 43),: Oh, th'at i,t would please the Lorq. to giv'e,.the
inhabitllonts,of ~his land an l,1eart to prize themerc,ie!" !;le '.hlj.s .oesto,wed
upon us,and, to make the. best use of them! otlJ.erwise they w;ill,1;Jf:J
~tken "from us, as they were from the ,Jews, ahl;l,' given to some othe,
'llation ,who
'make a .bett~r use, .of God.'sblf:Jssings.; He has been
very gracious to 'us so t'ar,' ~hich encourages' pie to pray for it' continuance of His favours. I quite agree with Mi; HART-

will

The Go.spetMagazine.
T)':lll

,I

Ho

,'''Tis gra.teful, ~tis pleasa~t,
To sin,ganl!' adore;, ;
Be thankful for present,
And then ask for more."

: ,lam in great expectation' and' 'hope,that.God has raised-up·Mr.
BIRCH at Oranbrook to preach the everlasting Gospel td His people.
I heard him to profit, and partook of the Lord's Supper with them.
the first ,Sunday of this month; and I never had realized to 'my soul
before, in partaking the ordinance, the benefits of Christ's sufferings
and death as I had on that day. While Mr. BIRCH was speaking of
the persons who were ,entitled to sit and partake of the feast, he
mentioned "Friends of God" among others; when it was powerfully set before my mind, and. impressed on my heart, what it cost
.Ohrist to reconcile sinners to God, and God to sinners; and the great
love displayed by the Father and the Son in accomplishing that
work. "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungo~ly. . I For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure)or a good man some would even dare to die.
Bub God commendeth. His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Rim. For if,
when we were enemies; we were reconciled to God by the death of
His. Son, much more, being reconciled, w,e shall be saved by' His
life" (Rom. v. 6-10). The thoughts of this, dissolved my heart
within me, and it was with difficulty 1. c~uld refrain from weeping
aloud; .the sweetness and peace, compunction. a:qd humility of spirit,
which I then felt, continued wibhin me for a fortnight. afterwards in
a greater or less degree. I want more of this.
It is a very sickly time here at present-something of the English
<:holera; but I bless God I am much better the last two days, so that
the back is fitted to the burden, if the burden is not fitted to the
back. "As thy day, so .shall thy strength be." . "The Eternal <;lod
is thy refuge, and underneath are the eved~sting arms." Then, we
. may say with the poet"How can I sink, with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up P"
The weak is to say, "I am strong"; "The lame take the prey" ;
and, "If any man will be 'wise. let him first become afoo1." "The
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong." But if the
Lord be on our side, we must come off more than conquerors,
They tha.t
through Him that lov,ed us and gave Himself for us.
fe,ar the Lord shall not want any good. thing; and all tb,e things
,which, Jacob·like, we think to be against us, shall work together
for our good. Blessed be God, we are not our own, but are bought
with 'a price; therefore we ought to glorify' God both in our bOdy
and in our spirit, which are God's: I wish I could do so much
more, than I do. But my 'comfort is; God 100keth 'at the' heart,
the:refore He know\! it)s my sincere desire. to glori(yHim i~ all
thin'gs: and lIlY lam~nt is,. that l have often th' will to do .. so,
.
I 2
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when I have not the power. But if there be first a willing mind,
it is accepted according to what I have, and not according to what
I have not.
.
Mrs. MATIHEWS and her mother join me in love to you, Mr. and
Mrs. GORRINGE, and all friends. Tell Mrs. DOUCH I do not forget
her: God bless you both, so prays
Yours sincerely,
WILLIAM MATIHEWS.
To Mr. Richard Douch, Eastbourne.

"MEMORIALS OF A GRACIOUS LIFE." ~(,
THE titles of books are often not only disappointing to the readerthey are sometimes wholly misleading. They in no wise represeM
the contents of the volumes on which their authors bestow them.
The contrary is true of the beautifully p~inted book which furnishes a
faithful memorial of the beloved servant of Christ who so lately
edited the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-Mr. GEORGE COWELL. For, he was truly
a "gracious" man, and the spiritual fruit his labours bore, were,
alike for their quality and their abundance, the increase of Divine
grace in the soul. The late Mr. COWELL, whose name will ever be
more especially associated with the authorship of the " Wayside
Notes" in this monthly publication, was too well known, and his
memory is too deeply regarded to render it necessary to preface our
review of his character, life, and labours with any introduction. His
praise is in all the Churches where the blessed truths of a Covenant
salvation for a God-chosen people are honoured and upheld.
Whether by his pen or his lips, Mr. COWELL consistently eialted
the finished work of Christ as the only way whereby a holy GOD
can be j~t while yet justifying a believing sinner. He loved to dwell
on the ways' of GOD in grace, and to trace-as he did with a masterhand-the experiences of grace in the hearts of poor sinners. The
complex footsteps of the flock were familiar to his discerning spiritual
eye, and few modern writers on the deeper exercises of the believer's
soul could approach him in the holy art of diagnosing a spiritual
malady, or of pointing out the Scriptural antidote. His life.training
fitted him for such special service in God's afflicted Church. Like
many other eminent servants of CHRIST, he was divinely led through
such peculiar phases of Christian experience as fitted him to deal
in tenderest sympathy with similar cases as they came within the
sphere of his influence. Thousands of the much-tried saints of
GOD-in all parts of the world-preferred his highly original
• MEMORIALS OF A GRACIOUS LIrE, with the Diary and Letters of GKORQE
Cow ELL. By his Daughter RUTH. Pp. 330. 5s. (postage sixpence). Ma.y be
had of the AUTH.> 4, West Shubbery, Redland, Bristol; or of Messrs. W. H.
and ',L. Collingridge, City Press, 148, AldeIsgate Street, LondoD, E.C.
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€xpository and hortatory writings before all other modern productions, and a very extensive correspon<,lence was carried on between
himself and the scattered "flock of slaughter."" In Mr. COWELL
these have lost one whom we may justly style "a Master in IsraeL"
His was "the pen of a ready writer," and it displays a spirit of
rare discrimination on the part of his devoted and talented daughter
that, in compiling her father's life, she has, by copiously reproducing
his very words-in his letters, addresses, articles, notes, and
diaries-placed the reader in the closest fellowship with his inmost
mind and happy habits of thought. There is very much in Miss
COWELL'S touching memoir of her father of a character well calculated, under the blessing of the HOLY SPIRIT, to secure the fulfilment
of that Scripture which tells of the imperishable fruits of those who
die in the Lord-" their works do follow them." It is credible
that, in many citable instances, the spiritual writings of godly men
have, after the decease of their authors, afforded greater blessings
to the Church of God than while they lIved on earth. Certainly,
the volume which Miss RUTH COWELL has produced is a treasury of
spiritual wealth, the value of which to Christians who love "the old
paths" of Covenant truth, and the pure and sanctifying doctrines of
grace, will know well how to appreciate. The readers of the GOSPEl..
MAGAZINE will meet with records affecting Mr. COWELL'S forty-six
years' connection with this publication, of peculiar interest to themselves. The Correspondence and Diaries, freely quoted, teem with
names, places, and incidents which, to the household of faith, are full
of spiritual fragrance and hallowed memories. The Sermons and Bible
Notes are of permanent value, and are therefore well calculated to
furnish "helps" to those who are seeking to feed with good pasture
the scattered flock of Christ. The plan on which the Author has proceeded in her undertaking is both clear and comprehensive. In addition
to the admirable divisions in the matter handled, we have a full list
of contents, a' syllabus of each chapter, with a carefully-prepared alphabetical index. The work has been executed as a labour of intense
affection, in memory of one of the best of Ohristian fathers; it has
been carried through with ability and success, and we heartily hope
that a very wide circulation of her volume will serve to console and
cheer the heart of Miss RUTH OOWELL, and to gratify the bereaved
family of our much-loved brother and predecessor in the Editorship of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
THE EDITOR.
ONE reason why free-willers are so fond of talking about what
they are to "do" is, because they "do" anything but live upon
Christ.-William Tant.
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PERFECTIO~.

,', ",Everyone that is pmfut shall be as his Mastej'."~LUI{E vi; 40.
NOTHI~W 'short' of perfection
'satisfy'the longings of the spiritual
life of the disciples of Jesus. The more such feel their shortcomings
and f~!lures on every point, arid the more they mourn their want of
likeness to their Master, the more fervently they desire to, be
cl>nformed to His image., To know Christ (Phi!. iii. 10), to be like
Him (Rom. viii. 29) and to enjoy His gracious presence, is the
lOnging and prayer of' every living soul. This is the desire of the
righ,teous" which shall be granted (Prov. x. 24). Now, the text
inscribed at the he'ad of this' paper is addressed to' the disciples of
J esns, and contains an, assurance of perfection, and a, promise of
res'emblance to Himself. Therefore, we will, I,in the first place,'
consider the true qisciples; ,secondly, their glorious perfection;' and
thirdly, the res~mbJa:nce t\> tlJ.e M~llter promised.
L The "e,al disciples. Jesrisspoke of those who by grace divine
followed Him in reality~ and applies the truth uttered to "everyone"
of them. So that we have an absolute law laid down, which is
without exception-" Every' one, that is perfect shall be as his
Master." The Lord give us a spiritual understanding" and graciously
unfold and apply this blessed word to our hearts.
" True disciples possess the following characteristic marks and
evidences: living, loving, learning, looking, and leaning. '
,
(i.) Living. ' Quickened by tbe blessed Spirit of God, they are
m~de alive from the dead, bor:n again and regenerated.' But children
are not born six feet 'high, so quickened souls commence their
spiritual life as "new-born babes" in grace ~l Peter ii. 2). Now,
new-born babes have 'n\:leds, ,of, the nature of which they are
unconscious" but while they remain unsatisfied they are uneasy and
unhappy, and this makes them sigh and cry. So soon, however, as
these needs, are supplied, they lie comfortable, smiling, and passive.
Babes need cleansing, clothing,' and feeding. Of course this presupposes life. A dead babe needs' nothing, feels nothing.' The living
babe feels, though it can neither understand nor describe its feelings,
any more than it can supply' its,'own needs. Here is the most entire
dependence.
All ,things have to be done for new-born, babes.
Spiritually, the living child of grace needs cleansing in the blood of
Jesus, clothing in His righteousness, and to be fed with the sincere
milk of the Word. Such spiritual desires, which are often at first
but little understood, spI'ing from spiritual life, and their object
therefore is spiritual things.'FiJr they are in 'some' measure satisfied
the poor soul is uneasy and miSerable i but as he grows in grace, and
is enabled to hope that. these things have been ,done in him and
for him, and feels the sweetness of Zion's consolations (Isaiah lxvi. 11),
he is more comfortable and quiet.,

will

" THose feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you ,still seek;
His Spirit will chel'ish the life He first gave;
Yon never shall perish, if Jesus can save."
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Accompanying life is love. True disciples are" (H.)' Loving. So far as their feelings are concerned, true disciples,~in
the first stage of their experience, are exercised on this point above "all
others. They often lisp forth in Iow, trembling tones the sweet and
mournful song so despised 'by unhumbled, whole-heartedprofessors"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do I love the LOl'd or no ?
Am I His, or am I not?"
To J!>ve Jesus is, to. feel the heart, sometimes at least, going forth after
Him in. desire and longing for His presence and blessing. It, is to
cleave unto the. Master with the ear bored to the door-post, ever
listening for His voice and waiting forRis coming. To love Jesus i8
to seek to. know and do His will; and to love, with pure heart
fervently, the members of. His mystic body. These are the tokens of
love to Jesus, which only His living people have 'any knowledge of.
(iiL) Learning. Disciples sit at their Master's feet, listening to His
words, being taught Wisd,om's lessons. There they receive .that spiritual
iI;l,struction by \Yhich they are made wise unto salvation. By sanctified
crosses, trials, circumstances, .,and te~ptations, they gradually learn
more of themselves, their SInfulness, nothingness, and helplessness, and
more of J esns, His suitability and love; so that the felt sense of their
need of Christ incr~ases, and they grow more and more dependent upon
Him and His grace, and also become better acquainted with the
Scriptures,' as experience reveals tlleir meaning. The. discipline is
sometimes painful; but'it is very. profitable, because it keeps
them(iv.) Looking to Him as. their example (1 Pet. i. 21; 'John xiii.. 15),
whom they increasingly desire to follow and to resemble. They learn
to look to His fulness for the supply of every need, spiritual and
providential. They look to His righteousness for acceptance, to Ris
blood for pardon, to His intercession for answers to prayer, to His
grace for help day by day, to His strength to be vou<:hsaied that they
may endure unto the end, and to His resurrection as the ground of
their hope., Thus looking, unto Jesus, they run with patience the race
set before them, and are found(v.) Leaning upon Him for support. In utter weakness, they are
sometimes ready to stagger, faint, and fall. But the Lord becomes a
very present help in the time of trouble, draws near to them, and
enables them by fait.h to bring their weakness to His strength, their
emptiness to :ais fulnes,s, their nothingness to His.aIl-s.ufficiency; and
thus, e,xperiencing the lIle~s.edness,of leaning upon Him, instead of
per.ishing in the wilderness, they are seen coming up from: the wilderIJese,
leaning upon :the Beloved (SoL Song viii. 5). Leaning upon Jesus, they
enjoy,. in some degree, a feretaste of the rest that remaineth, when
, '
.
there will c o m e - . , .
" After t\1e battle, victory;
After the victory, rest;
Like the beloved Apostle
,Upon the Saviour's breast."
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These are the true disciples of J asus, and to them is ascribed a
present- perfection-" Everyone that is perfect."
This we will now
consider : 2. Their glorio~ts perfection. This perfection is not a perfection of
character. There never was but one absolutely perfect character since
Adam fell, namely, Jesus. A perfection of character, indeed, awaits
the saint hereafter. All that is of the earth is left this side of the
grave. But disciples taught of God expect nothing of the kind here
below. On the contrary, as they grow in grace, the more conscious
they are of imperfections. The perfection of the text is a perfection
of state, and it is revealed in the new Covenant relationship in which
they stand to the Holy Trinity. It is, in the first place, a perfection
of Covenant security, according to the will of the Father; in the second
place, it is a perfection of grace-union to Jesus the Son; and in the
third place, it is that perfection which marks the work of the Holy
Spirit in the hearts of. the elect. Let us look at these things:(i.) The perfection of Covenant security, according to the will of the
Father. Jehovah the Father perfectly secured the persons of all the
disciples by an act of His sovereign will, in choosing them before the
foundation of the werld, thereby fore-ordaining them .to eternal life.
By this act of covenant love the Father gave them into the hands of
His dear Son, whereby the latter undertook to do all things needful
for their salvation. Now the same Covenant of grace which secures
their being as saints, secures also their well-being, and the llromise of
the Covenant is expressed in such terms as these: "There shall no
evil happen to the righteous" (Prov. xii. 21); "All things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Moreover, this everlasting covenant ordered in all things and sure, secures to them all
blessings in Christ. They were chosen in Him, by Him and for Him,
and were predestinated to be redeemed by His sacrifice, cleansed in
His blood, clothed in His righteousness, and conformed to His image.
'Hence, the saints' perfection is(ii.) A perfection of grace-union to .Jesus. They are as perfectly
united to Him, as the members to the body, the branches in the vine,
or the stones in the building. It is such a union that if one
member, branch, or stem were lacking, the result would be imperfection, which is impossible in the works of God. Again, it is a
vital union: the branch severed from the vine, or the member from
the body, dies. The foundation being removed, the whole building
falls into ruin. Moreover, it is an essential union, by which the less
becomes one with, and part of, the greater. The life of the root
is imparted to the remotest twig that is part of the tree. The control
and care of the head extends to the feeblest members of' the body.
The smallest stone in the building is supported by the foundation.
The Head, the Root, and the Foundation is Christ. The body, the
'temple, and the tree is the Church. These truths, of which the
whole Bible is full, are sadly ignored in the present day, and yet
they form the basis and ground of all true religion. Now, the
pertection of the saints in Christ is realized in experience by(iii.) The perfection of the work of the Holy Ghost. This is a most
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important point. The life the Holy Spirit imparts in the day of
regeneration is perfect in kind though not in degree. The vital
principle is pure and holy, however feeble it may be. This new
creation cannot sin. The hidden man of the heart is created in true
holiness. It is true that in the present time state the holy principle
of life is so surrounded and opposed by the sin and death pertaining
to the flesh that it is sometimes completely lost sight of; yet notwithstanding this, the Gospel assurance is, "The Lord will perfect
that which concerneth me" (Psalm cxxxviii. 8); and the unfailing
promise runs, "He who hath begun a good work in you will perform
it l carry it on to perfection] until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6).
We now pass on to the one great evidence of an interest in this new
covenant perfection. It is8. Resemblance to the Master. Read the text again, "Everyone that
is perfect shall be as his Master." The proof that we belong to Christ
is t,hat we are like Him. In this likeness "everyone,'" without exceptio::!, "that is perfect" shares. Now, these dis!liples resemble the
Master in suffering, in conflict, in consolation, and in character also.
Though there is no perfection in the latter, yet there is a resemblance.
The disciple, then, is "as his Master" even here below(i.) In suffe1·ing. It is this resemblance to Christ which distinguishes
the sufferings of saints from the sufferings of others. Consider the
cause of the sUfferings of the Lord Jesus Christ: it was His people's
sin. Now, their sufferings arise from the same cause-their siM.
Again, 'if we look at the sufferings of Jesus when they came to a
climax, and ask, "What constituted the bitterest drop in the cup of
Borrow which He drained to the dregs 1"the answer is, The hidings of
His Father's face. This also constitutes the bitterest drop in the saint's
cup of sorrow. The world knows nothing of this likeness to J eSU8 in
suffering. In His temptations, desertions, and grief, "everyone" of
His disciples follow Him j at an infini'te distance, it is true, but enough
to prove an interest in the purpose of J ehovah as expressed in the
words, "Ever.v one that is perfect shall be as his Master." Thus they
have fellowship with Him in His sufferings. The resemblance between
Christ and His dear people is also manifested(ii.) In conflict. Jesus fought with sin and death and hell even to
the end, and then came off victorious as the mighty Conqueror. His
disciples likewise have to wage perpetual conflict with the same spiritual enemies until they die. T he difference is, that Jesus overcame
these enemies, and therefore the saint's victory is secured through his
Lord's. He fights with conquered foes; and through Christ, he himself will be "more than conqueror" too ere long. The victory (with
the conflict) is "as his Master's," in that it is a victory won through
defeat. But the likeness between Christ and His people is very striking
in the next point mentioned, namely(iii.) In consolation. Where sufferings abound consolations also much
more abound (2 Cor. i. 5); and if we are partakers of the sufferings,
we shall be of the consolations also (2 Cor. i. 7).. As Jesus traversed
the weary way through the wilderness for His Church's sake, He
rejoiced in the Word of His Father. Almost all things he did
were "that the Scripture might be fulfilled."
The Christian's cause
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of joy.is precisely the. same in the Word of 'God, and the accom.
plishment· of its: promises by Jesus, for him and to him.
Further, it was an un'speakable consolation to the Master to com·
mune with His Fa~her in prayer. He often withdrew into solitude
for' this purpose isometimes spending whole nights in sup)'l,lication.
In the same way true: disciples find their chief comfort' at the thr,one
of grace, ponring. out their hearts to' the Lord; they follow the Master
in the path of' p'rayer.
Again, the blessed Jesus delighted in His Father's will. "I delight
to do Thy will, 0 my God" (Psalm xl. 8). At one time Jesus
"'rejoiced in spirit" in. the unfolding of the Divine sovereignty in
hiding the things that make for peace from the wise and prudent,
and reveali~g them unto babes (Matt. xi. 25). God's sovereignty is
the foundatioq of all true joy. We can never rejoice in anything if
not in the glorious 'truth-the Lm·d. reigneth.
Once more. As' Christ is the Example and Shepherd of the flock
(1 Peter ii. 21), there will be a resemblance in character. In his degree,
according to the measure of grace, the disciple will be "as his Master."
Like Jesus, he will love the children of God and the truth of God.
He will seek 'for the mind of Christ that he may be meek and lowly
and loving ,'~ as his Master." This resemblance shall be perfected in
glo;ry, where the l:\weet promise shall be fulfilled to its full extent,
"Every' one that is perfect shall be as his Master"; and then shall
be' satisfied in the resurrection of the just, when we .. awake with
His likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15).
Bath.
E. C.

we

"HIDE NOT THY FACE FAR FROM ME."
(PSALM

xxvii. 9.)

great Master of the house, a needy beggar knocking at the
door of Thy Mercy; 0 let him, by his own experience, prove' the
truth of that gracious promise, "Knock, and it shall be opened unto
you." For what is knocking, if the inward groan, the sounding of
my bowels, the vehement desires, the doleful lamentations, and moving
tears and importunate cries, with which my heart now seeks Thee, do
not deserve that name ~ N or can any of these most inward griefs be
lost upon an all· seeing God i for Thou observest my most secret
thoughts, and my heaviness is not hid from Thee. Call up Thy
bowels, Thy tender and unspeakable affection, of which I have already
had so many instances: let these commiserate my present distress,
and work out for. me a mighty delixerance; that I mllY be conducted
safe to Thee, my God, and see the riches of Thy kingdom,. and .the
belluties of Thy glorious presence, /tndsing praises incessantly to Thy
name.--:-Augustine of Hippo.
BElIOLD,

AVCHD' all those who, put you and secret prayer out· of' joint.Evans.
'.
.
.
, 'THE doctrines !why begin with the doctrines ~ Why not begin with
the precepts ~ . It is a building without a foundation.-Evans.
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SINCE our· last "Monthly' Record'" was written; some remarkable
events ~i\Ve taken place. Just before; Ch<l'istmas; and when;', the
angels' song of "Peace upon eartb, and good-will towards men" was
about· to be echoed' all over our land, thel'e arose, rumQurS of an
impending war with the Republic of the United States. How lightly
men can write and talk oflsuch a stupendous. and such an awful
event! They surely do not realize what it really means. ·The cause of
quarrel or misunderstanding was merely a question respecting the
bOllndary of a small State in South America-Venezuela---a State which
~ne of the Governors of Australia recently described at a public
naIlquet as a pestilential mllrsh which a man would hardly send a pet
dog .to! Yet this trifling matter was considered' a sufficient cause
for a bitter quarrel between . two friendly nations, and to be a reason
foJ' their, thinking of engaging" in a tremendous contest-a contest
which would be attended with awful bloodshed;anil which would stir
up animosities that would probably' endure. for 'generations. ,,' ,The
quarrel began with' a thl'eatening, message from President CLEVELAlm,
claiming the right ':If the United States to be. 'sole judge in any'dispute between Great· Britain and 'any Government" in, South America,
and requesting, in a most'dictatorial and irritating manner, that the
Oongress of the United States should appoint a 'Commission'tO' inquire
into 'our proceedings with regard to Venezuela, and 'to see to 'the
vindication of its. rights and interests-as if we were wilfully trying
to infringe- upon them! It'is said that this and a subsequent message
were the outcome of political necessities, the American Republic being
on the eve of a presidential. election; but this does not make the
matter any the less discreditable. Happily the good sense of our
rulers, and of our people generally, prevented them from retaliating
with bitter words, and giving menace for menace, and thest9,rm
apparently has now blown oyer;' but the 'circumstance shows how:easy
~i~ ~8 ~,C!stir up strife, and to" make nations who are bound tog~th'er
by the cloflest ties of relationshtip and 'interests-who; a's it, has bee~
said, c, speak ,~he same language, are engaged in the same pursui:ts,
possess the sam~ Bible, and profess to worship the same God ':-"-beconie the most bitter foes.
"Hardly had these rumours of :war 'died. away,' when others: ardsel

It~'a:pj>~ars that withi,n' the last few years "~heBoer population of'th,e

Transva:al has been completely swamped. by a European immigratioD',
mainly' English. The new. population has enormously developedtM
wealth: of the country, and provides nearly all its revenue. But tHe
Boers"have steadily refused' 'it ecclesiastical, educational, civil" and
national rights. The result has been a growing discontent, threatening
at any'moment to end, in 'rebellion. 'At, last there was v3 rising of
·th'e malcontents at Johanne'sburgl' and they sent, a pressing, message
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to Dr. JAlIIESON, Administrator of the British South African Company,
to come and help them. DR. JAMESON, it will be remembered, showed
great gallantry in the Matabele War, and largely contributed to its
successful termination. Foolishly and hastily, he acceded to the request,
and, crossing into the Transvaal territory with a body of armed men,
be was met----not by the insurgents, as he had anticipated, but by a
greatly superior force of the Boers; and, after a severe contest, he was
forced to surrender. Dr. JAMESON'S act was distinctly repudiated by
our Colonial Secretary, and by the South African Company; he
performed it entirely upon his own responsibility, and contrary to
express orders; but <1Ur neighbours on the Continent professed to
disbelieve this, and they became greatly excited at what they were
pleased to call our duplicity and aggressiveness. The young German
Emperor also added fuel to the fire by impulsively sending a telegraphic
message to the President of the Transvaal Republic, congratulating
him upon the success of his troops in resisting the attacks of
"disturbers of the peace," and "guarding the independence of his
country," &c. The tone of the continental press has been lpost
insulting; and abundant evidence has been given in connection with
this untoward incident, that there is a strong anti-English feeling
widely existing abroad, and that in the event of a disagreement with
any of the great nations of Europe, we should have to stand alone.
Nothing would evidently ~lease them better than to see our humiliation
or downfall. We do not seem wilfully to have given them cause for
this bitter feeling; it seems to arise simply from jealous and envy
at our power and progress; but it ought to teach us a most important
national lesson, namely, not to depend upon an imaginary security,
but to look well to our means of defence; to cultivate the closest
friendship with our extensive Colonies; and, above all, to see that as a
nation we honour that gracious God who has given us the blessings
and advantages which we enjoy. He alone can enable us to retain
them.
Referring to modern warfare, a remarkable statement has been
published by the celebrated inventor, Mr. EDlsoN. He says :-" It
would require. but the impetus of war to develop such a flood of
delltructi've appliances as would astonish the world. There is no
need of a battle between two large armies in the field. A mere
handful of men could sweep one of them away. The power to do
this is electricity. Water can be made more deadly than bullets. I
have invented a machine by which it can be hurled to a great
distance; and water charged with 5,000 volts, and then dashed on an
army would sweep it away like chaff. . ; . . There are also electric
chains, to be fired into an advancing army. These are of different
lengths, and are attached by one end to the wires of a dynamo, while
the other is placed in a cannon. When these are discharged, the air
will be filled with chains like great snakes, which would mean death to
an advancing host. Then there is an aerial infernal machine, which can
be taken to the spot where it is to be used, and timed to explode
at a given moment after it is cut loose from the car of the balloon.
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Let us suppose fifty of these set free at once, each containing 5001bs.
of dynamite; it is not necessary to strike the doomed ship in order
to destroy it-the force of the explosion would sink or disable every
ship within a moderate distance." Yet even such destructive inventions as these would not put a stop to war, so long as human nature
remains the same as it has always been; and so long as, unrestrained by divine grace, human passions are allowed to have
their way.
The General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance has published
details of some of the terrible massacres in Asiatic Turkey. They are
awful; and yet probably they by no means describe the whole, or the
worst part of them. Very little progress has been made towards the
suppression of these awful deeds. The chief Powers have protested
over and over again, but as yet with very little result. The chief
difficulty in the way is this, that a direct interference with the authority
of the Sultan means war; and if we engaged single-handed in such
a war, we should by no means be allowed to have our own way in
it-we should be keenly watched by other nations, and if not embroiled
in war with them, we should, from motives of distrust and jealousy,
be probably wholly prevented from pushing it to a satisfactory conclusion. If all the Powers would unselfishly unite in the matter,
they might easily compel the Sultan to accede to their demands; but
teey are not willing to do this. It is a lamentable and disgraceful
state of things. A correspondent writing to the Record, from Syria,
says :We are indeed living in troublous times. This empire seems convulsed
from one end to the other. The horrible l:lcenes enacted, and still being
enacted, in all parts of Asia Minor, are clear proof that the source of
all is in Coustantinople. The people of Syria of all sects and tribes are
arming, but against what foe they hardly know. Confidence in their
rulers and in each other is gone. We are favoured in Beirut with an
unusually good Waly-Nasuhi Beg-whom all classes seem to trust; but
the empire is now in the hands of the military class, who pay little
or no attention to the civil rulers. There is no "Armenian" question
in Syria, but the awful news of plunder, massacre, and conflagration in
the North has inflamed the passions and excited the fears of all classes.
European statesmen need great wisdom in these critical days. " Our
help is in the Lord who made heaven and earth," and in Him alone.

Sad news reaches us of the massacre of some missionaries in
Madagascar, a Mr. and Mrs. JOHNSON and their child. It is stated
that they were captured by a band of fanatics, who tied the elder
people to stakes, and then commenced to torture their boy before their
eyes. The agony of the parents was heartrending to witness. They
begged and implored their captors to do what they liked with them,
but to spare their child; but the savages were deaf to all appeals for
mercy, and proceeded to mutilate the poor child in the most barbarous
fashion. With fiendish cruelty they cut off his limbs one by one, and
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when' pothing but the trunk remained they plunged their spears through
and through the body. At ;last the turn of the parents came, ,and
they were put to death in the same inhuman manner.
A wonderful gathering, of missionary students has just been held at
Liverpool, under the, presidency of the venerable and beloved Bishop
RYLE. It consisted of a thousand student delegates, from many different
countries, and representative of thirteen different nations and fortytwo missionary societies. The utmost enthusiasm seems to have been
sh?wn,and some powerful and useful addresses. given.
. At the recent annual meeting of' the Yorkshire Evangelical Union,
a very important paper was contributed by the Rev. CHARLES
BULLOCK, the well·known editor of Home Words, &c., upon the
immense power of the Press in the present day, and the great importof Christian peo'ple doing their utmost to circulate, and to encourage
the circulation of, wholesome religious literature. After making several
suggestionf.l, he added: "Let me say finally-the best suggestion of
all-:-' Take a little trouble in the matter.' Good work is always uphill work. We crave for ease : God bids us climb. Oh, my brothers,
are we all climbing 1 There are 'more than Alpine heights for us
to scale in England. Sacrifice is the door of blessing and success.
I 'have often wished rcould get at a .millionaire ; not to look at him,
but to make him truly rich in giving. What would not £50,000 do if
devoted to the use of the Printing Press as the Church's lever 1 But
after all, I have far more faith in the interest of many than in
millionaires; and if all the clergy, and our faithful laity, will do what
they can, the ~50.000 would never, be wanted. ODly' take a little
trouble' in the matter. The Press 'is worth the effort. ' No. wordl3,'
said Archdeacon SINCLAIR, 'can exaggerate in the present day the pow.er
of the Press.' Assuredly evangelical truth can best be disseminated
by its means. The Press, for the sake of its news and general interest,
gets into all hands,and does a society's work without a society's outlay. The Press is, or might be, the bulwark of our grand old Protestant and Evangelical Church. All we need is,' action '~tak.in'g: a
little trouble."
EVERY promise is dated, but with a mysterious character; and for
want of skill in God's chronology, we are prone to think God forgets
lIS, when, indeed, we forget ourselves, in being so bold to set God a
'time of' our qwn, and, in being. angry. that He cOmes not just then
·to us. We are over-greedy of, comfort, and expect the promise snould
keep time with our own hasty desires, which, because it doth" not,
we are discontented. . A high piece of folly! ' The sun win not go
,faster, for setting our watch forward; nor the promise cpme the
sooner, for our ~ttendiDg it. God seldom comes at· our day, because
,we seldom reckon right, y~t H~ never fails Hi.s own day.-WiUi~1n
Gurnall.
'
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',',1 Will "; or, The Boy that Would go to Sea. The Story of his own
. Experience. By the Rev. ARTHUR HALL, With ·thirteen illustra.tions. London: John F. Shaw and Co~
AN extremely interesting' story for the young, and a by no means
uninteresting story for' the old. It is a true account of the youthful experience of a pastor .now ministering at Hastings; and it is
written in a very effective manner;' How great his hardships were,
and hairbreadth were his escapes! Truly a gracious providence
protected him, and spared him for better things. We quote ,the
account of a scene which occurred' after, his l'eturnhome:After a w~ek or more at home, my father asked me wha.t my intentions
vvere for the future. "I want you, my dear boy, in my business; and I
hope you have had quite enoug'h rougbing it at sea, and. will stay quietly
at home and stick to business." "Well, father, I can't say off-hand, but
will think about it." And with that I left the office. And.I did think
about it. Thoughts ran somewhat after this fashion:-" No, I can never
endure being boxed up in a place like this from year's end to Year's end.
An everlasting grind from Jannary to December. No adven~ures and
s.ee.ing nothing. Very stale. I shou,ld be sick of it in a month. No, I
cannot stop at home, and won't." 'A few days after, my father had a
letter from the captain, to say the Red Rover would Bail in three weeksthe ship was lyin~ in the West Indili. Docks-and that be should expect
me on board in sixteen days from that date. Calling me into his counting-house, my father said,: "I have received this letter from your captain." The letter my father read to me.
"And also this," said he,
"written after the other; in which your captain says, 'I understand from
your letter that it is your wish that your son should. relinquish the sea
as a profession, and enter your business. I have no doubt he would get
on. very well a9 a sailor, but should regret interfering with your wiil'he,s,
and will therefore not enforce the terms of the indenture to serve for
four years, if it is your wish (and your son's) that he should remain at
home.'
"Now, my dear Arthur," continued my father, "it must be decided
very quickly, whether you remain at home, as I wish you, or whether
you return to the ship. I nee'd not repeat the reasons i have urged
for your entering this business." "Well, father," I replied, "I have
quite made up my mind to serve the four .years of my apprenticeship,
and so I shall go back to the ship." "I was in hope," said my father,
"that your terrible privation in the Black Sea, and tbe dangers you
have gone through, would have siokened you of such a life." " It's
done nothing of the sort, and I mean to continue at sea, and not spend
my life in crawling about this dull pla.ce." "Well, if you determine to
go ,to sea again, you must; but you will not ·have my blessing," said
my father very slowly, firmly, and, sadly. "I daresay"-raising my
voice, and speaking very rudely-" that won't make much difference; 'and
whether I have your blessing or not I intend to go. That ends the
matter, and so it's no use talking any mope about it." Before I bounced
out of the office and slammed the door behind me, I saw: my fatheri.wllts
deeply grieved. Tears came in his eyes, and he buried his face in hi.
hands. A fortnight b,efore sailing again,! What a fortnight it wa.s! I
never before or Bince spent such a one. If hell is only aB bad aB I f~lt
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during that fortnight, it is bad enough. I tried at meal-times, before
my father and mother, to appear jolly; but it was all put on. Within,
I was wretched. I had insulted the best of fathers; I had despised his
blessing; I had grieved him terribly. A dark cloud was on both father
and mother. They were sad and silent, and I knew the cause, whilst
pretending not to see the effect. Thus I thought one day, just before
the fortnight was up: "My father's blessing. And I have said I will
have my own way, and will go again, blessing or no blessing. I'm
no coward, but if I go to sea without my father's blessing, I'm
afraid I should be a sort of J onah, and be drowned and go to
hell! •Honour thy father and mother.' Yes, that's the fifth
commandment.
And I've dishonoured my father. What shall I
do P Go to sea, or knuckle down and spend a gloomy life ashore P
No, never! But I can't go to sea and leave my father and
mother so miserable. Their hearts are nearly breaking now. And
if I should never see them again, and I should bring down thEih·
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave, as my father said· I should,
should J ever forgive myself P" And so the battle of pride and self was
being fought between conscience and duty, Ior nearly a fortllight. I
was walking alone in the garden the aft.ernoon before the day I was to
leave, and still fighting the battle, when the commandment, "Honour
thy father and mother: that thy do.ys may be long in the land," filled
my heart and mind. I wrestled against it. I would never confess to my
father. I would never ask him to forgi ve; not I, indeed. And I stalked
about the garden as one mad. At school I had fought many a tough
battle, but this was the fiercest of all. How long I thus wrestled
against conscience I cannot tell; but at last I could bear it no longer.
"No, I cannot go to sea without my father's blessing and sanction. I
will give in. I will try and stick to business, and comfort the hearts of
my parents. • I will arise and go to my father, and say, Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and before thee.' Yes! I'll go at once. I'll go
now. I can sband this hill no longer." A higher Power (" the parson"
would have said it was the over-ruling Providence) thad conquered my
pride and self-will. Having come to this resolve, a strange feeling
of peace came over me, such as I had not experienced for a fortnight.
Off I went at once to the counting.house. My father was sitting there
writing. He did not look up. I went behind him; I threw my arms
l'ound his neck, and sobbed out, "Please, dear father, forgive me! I'm
very sorry I spoke as I did, and I'll try. my best to stop at home and
serve you here."
Can I relate in words how those loving arms were
thrown around me P how the tears fell upon the open ledger, and the
tone of joy with which he said, "Forgive you, my dear Bon P-yes, a
thousand times over. God ble8s you! Thank God! Thank God"? He
could say no more; but the t.ears-tears of joy now-and the long-con.
tinued silent embmce, told then own tale.
Do I regret my undutiful conduct P-EVER.
Do I regret. my· repentance P-NEVER.
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