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"Who comforteth us iu all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

QUIETNESS.
"He leadeth me beside the still waters" [margin, "waters DJ
qu£etness."]-PSALM xxiii. 2.

How many of the LoRD'S most eminent servants in past ages
were men of habitual retirement. And very instructive it is to
observe that it was in circumstances of retirement and separation
that GOD trained not a few of those more prominent characters
whose achievements He has recorded in the Scriptures for our
learning. What deep and lasting lessons are impressed on our
minds by the examples of Moses, David, Elijah, Amos, John the
Baptist, and the Apostle Paul-men whom the LORD schooled in
solitary places for their great after-work in His name. Retirement and heart-communion with GOD serve the two-fold purpose
of humbling the soul and rendering it more entirely dependent
on the Divine resources. The back-parts of the wilderness
furnished Moses with a more profitable sphere of study than the
university halls of On. JEHOVAH was his teacher, and the burning
bush was eloquent of a deeper, truer philosophy than could be
found in the collected treasures of Egyptian literatur~. David
and Amos carried with them from the pastoral scenes wherein
they had been reared the best of qualifications to feed the flock
of GOD in the greenest of spiritual pastures. Elijah received
wme of the most important of Divine communications under the
juniper tree where he despondingly complained, "I only am left."
John the Baptist, who "was in the deserts till the day of his
showing unto Israel" (Luke i. 80), nevertheless proved himself to
be one greater than any of the Old Testament prophets. Paul's
unwritten experiences "in Arabia" (Gal. i. 17) no doubt gave a
permanent character to his entire ministry, for there is a remarkable uniqueness about all those references to himself which we
find in his inspired Epistles-the leading feature in which is his
claim to have received his ministerial commission from GOD only..
F
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"I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of
me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither
was I taught it, but by the revelation of JESUS OHRIST" (Gal. i.
11, 12.) It is the glory of the GOD of Salvation to give His
people their vineyards-their most fruitful vineyards-from the
wilder.ness (Hosea ii. 15), and to so sanctify the Valley of Achor
(trouble) as to make it a very door of hope and joy. When the
Lord wills to speak "comfortably "-or, as the margin 'of Hosea
i. 14, to the heart, or, friendly-He allures His Ohurch "into
the wilderness." Those forty years which Israel spent between
Egypt and Oanaan must ever be reckoned-on GOD'S part
-as amongst the most instructive to be found in the entire
history of the Hebrew nation. It was in the wilderness that the
God-led tribes were fed daily from heaven with the miraculous
manna, and satisfied with the streams of the rock that followed
them. It was there, and not in Oanaan, that the holy Law was
delivered unto them, and that the Gospel was vividly set before
them in the structure and the ritual of the tabernacle. Miracle
after miracle was -wrought by JEHOVAH'S hand in behalf of the
emancipated nation of slaves, from the hour of their deliverance
out of the iron grasp of Pharaoh until the waters of Jordan were
divided for the ransomed ones to pass over.
And thus many a dear Ohristian reader of these lines, we are
confident, has proved ~he ways of the LORD. He brought the blind
by a way that they knew not. The route lay through a waste,
howling wilderness; yet the Divine choice of that path was vindi- .
cated again and again, and the tokens for good vouchsafed in the
solitary places more than compensated for the privations experienced.
The precious eighty-fourth Psalm-penned by one who evidently
was'deprived of the ordinances of GOD'S house-has come down to
us as one of the choicest of all the sweet compositions to be found
in the Psalter, and as the fruit of JEHOVAH'S dealings with One
of His desert-led children! The celestial visions beheld by Ezekiel,
it is well to remember, were' communicated to the banished
Prophet by the SPIRIT in heathen Ohaldea. The beloved Apostle
John, too, was never favoured with brighter views of the glories
of the New Jerusalem than when his lot was cast among Roman
convicts in the penal island of Patmos. In uncongenial scenes
such as these our faithful GOD unfolded the mysteries of His
Oovenant grace to show that He is not restrained Ito the use of
ordinances, or to holy pla,ces, when He purposes to favour His
saints with proofs of His love and mercy. The" still waters" are
often found in the least probable places; the "quietness" in
which His people delight is frequently provided in such "dens and
caves of the earth'" as would naturally be shunned and feared by
,the heart of man. Oh, beloved in Ohrist, let us be satisfied to
enjoy" quietness;; with the Lord anywhere, anywhere / We may
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well leave the choice with Him. The sick room, the bereaved
home, the distant colony, the ocean-bound ship, or-to touch on
the case of many of GOD'S scattered saints-the locality where no
Gospel tidings can be heard, and error is taught instead of GOD'S
pure truth, even there JEHOVAH can open springs of living waters
wherewith to meet the most extreme needs of His dependent
children. Ah, yes; it is in circumstances like these that blessed
soul-quietness is often most liberally ministered by the HOLY
SPIRIT, and that weary, tried, solitary saints are indulged with
manifestations of their adorable REDEEMER'S sympathy and
affectionate presence. How true it is also that, when JESUS thus
gives" quietness," none can make trouble. "Quiet resting-places"
(Isaiah xxxii. 18) are the assured portion of Zion's pilgrims. The
blood and righteousness of CHRIST bid the sin-exercised believer
into peace and rest. The Psalmist proved it in his day when he
said, "I flee unto Thee to hide me." Faith always meets with a
royal welcome when she flees, like a dove, to the bosom of CHRIST
crucified. The" still waters" flow hard by the throne of the
LAMB. It is within the veil that fellowship with the FATHER
and the SON can alone be enjoyed. When the exercised conscience
comes into contact with the blood sprinkled on the mercy seat,
peace with GOD is restored, and quietness-unspeakable, unearthly,
and transporting-becomes the possession of the soul. The lesson
of being" still," and knowing the LORD is GOD is attainable solely
when we are alone with Him in the fellowship of the HOLY
GHOST. The work of CHRIST, viewed by simple, appropriating faith,
. is the secret of soul-pacification, as testifies the Prophet Isaiah
(xxxii. 17): "The work of righteousness shall be peace, and the
effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever."The deeper operations of the SPIRIT of grace in your hearts,
dear children of GOD, are often of a silent nature, of a character
quite beyond the observation of all around you. You really live
a spiritual life invisible to others. As Nehemiah, when in the
presence of his earthly sovereign, could lift up his heart in secret
ejaculatory prayer and get a prompt answer from his GOD, so you,
while busily occupied in the duties of your lawful worldly calling,
often hold heavenly communion with the LORD of HOSTS, and by
faith walk your high places in the Land of Promise. A quietness
of spirit reigns within you, even though tempests of human strife
and confusion rage around you. The secret of the Lord is with
you. " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee." Trust is the link of
practical union between the disciple and his LORD. Repose on
His written Word-in the face of all circumstances to the contrary
-garrisons the mind, the heart, and the judgment of the believer
in CHRIST.
"He leadeth me beside the still waters." Verily. We know
F
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not otherwise where to find them. And the path by which the
Goon SHEPHERD leads us is commonly one that flesh and blood
would avoid. Although, it may be tak-en as certain that the way
preferred by flesh and blood would lead into deeper trials than
GOD'S appointed way.
Thus, Israel, no doubt, would have
selected the route from Egypt to Oanaan which lay
through the land of the Philistines, because it was shorter
than that through the wilderness. Yet, the LORD determined
the longer way should be trodden, for He knew that had
Israel journeyed through Philistia the experience of war
would have utterly discouraged them. Oh, how wise and well
it is to leave to our heavenly FATHER the choosing of our daily
lot, the selecting of our crosses, and the ministering of our
mercies. Let us, then, beloved in the LORD, refer to Him all
our concerns-temporal and spiritual alike. He knoweth the
way that we take. Let us seek grace to follow in the footsteps
of JEsus-who trod a solitary path-and to learn of Him how
to be of a quiet spirit. For thirty years He lived in retirement
ere He put His hand to the work His FATHER had given Him
to do. Immediately upon His being baptized into His ministry,
He went into the wilderness and proved the reality of His
qualifications for the work. The life of the SON of MAN was
uniformly one of fellowship with the will of the FATHER. His
meat was to do that will. Steadfastly, yet calmly, He pursued
His course of obedience, even unto the end. The tempests of
human and diabolical opposition, indeed, raged often against
the BLESSED ONE, yet He maintained an attitude of patience,
resignation, and quietness, which we know had its origin in
that sacred inner intercourse which He unbrokenly maintained
with Him whose beloved SON He knew Himself to be. So, the
witness of the HOLY SPIRIT with our spirits that we are the
sons of GOD begets in us a powerful consciousness that, whate'Cer
betide us, we have no real grounds for fear. Being children,
we must be protected, provided for, and safely conducted homeward, albeit the winds be contrary, and the swellings of Jordan
await us at the last.
"The issues of death" are at the
command of Him who is "our own GOD," and we may well
rely on His suitable word, "In quietness and in confidence shall
be your strength.'"
THE EDITOR.
IT is better to be brought low than puffed up; and though it may
seem to thy mind more desirous to be up and doing, instead of being
on the couch of sickness, probably thou wouldst not feel so dependent upon Jesus for Divine succour, nor be found looking unto Him:
nay, whilst thou art looking unto Him, thou art leaning upon Him;
and whilst leaning, art thou not so close as to be listening to Him?
and whilst listening, art thou not loving thy best Beloved ~-aowell.
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THE TRUE LIGHT.
"Christ shall give thee light."-EpHESIANS v. 14.
WHAT, it may be asked, would be the condition of the physical world
without light 7 What, too, would be the spiritual state of our souls,
dear brethren, without Ohrist, "the Sun of Righteousness ~ " Is He
not the source and centre of "the new man" within us ~ Do we
not, . therefore, with deep feeling, endorse the experience of king
Solomon, "Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for
the eyes to behold the sun ~" (Ecc!. xi. 7.) Now that, "through the
tender mercy of our God, the Dayspring [margin-sunrising] from on
high hath visited us," we rejoice in the clear shining of our blessed
Redeemer's loving presence, and repudiate all other Hghts as false,
delusive, and disappointing. That light of nature, of which the men
of this world boast great things, is, as we well know, nothing' better
than darkness, and can only end in soul-confusion. To follow the
dictates of human reason-apart from the sanctifying operations of the
Holy Spirit-would be, to us, an open denial of that Word of God
which declares, "There is a way which seemeth right. unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. xiv. 12). No; for
us the darkness is past, and the true Light now shineth. Once,
brethren, we loved darkness rather than light. Our deeds being evil,
we dreaded God's searching, judging, condemning light. But, in His
infinite grace, He commanded the light to "shine into our hearts," and
we became light in the Lord (2 Oor. iv. 6; Ephes. v. 8). Ah J what
a sunrising was that glad day when we first realized that we had
been led out of darkness into the marvellous light of God's holy
countenance and favour! And what multiplied instances of the power
-the vitalizing, comforting, illuminating, sanctifying, and fruit-bearing
power-of that light have we since tasted and proved!
What a wonderful creature is physical light I-the offspring of the
first recorded words of God. How mysterious is its nature, how
world-wide its effects! Two great light-bearers in the heavens
ceaselessly diffuse its rays upon the scattered family of man, upon
the vast animal creation, and the myriad inanimate things of the
earth. How rapid is its motion! How subtle is its presence! How
generous are its multiform operations and influences! Oan we
doubt, dear reader, that the all-wise Oreator made light to be what
it is in order to symbolize His own glorious character and
perfections ~ At any rate, that is the writer's belief. "God is light"
(1 John i. 5), by which idea His majesty, holiness, and blessedness
are figured forth. Good Bishop HALL long since remarked, "God is
light in three senses-(l) Of absolute clearness, in His infinite
wisdom and knowledge. (2) Of exact purity, in the rectitude of His
will. (3) Of gracious diffusion, in the communication of Himself to
His creatures, and to the Ohurch especially." The Holy Scriptures
represent Jehovah as clothed with light (Psalm civ. 2). He is said to
dwell in the light (1 Tim. vi. 16). There is something profoundly

70

The Gospel Magazine.

sacred in the nature of light, as the great Puritan poet MILTON
himself admitted when he wrote" Hail holy Light, offspring of heaven first born,
Or of the ethereal co-eternal beam!
.
May I express thee unblam'd? since God is light,
And never but in unapproached light
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee,
Blight efiluence of bright essence, increate."
One of the most powerful truths expressed in the Creed, which millions
of professing worshippers affirm Sabbath after Sabbath, is that which
tells of the forthcoming of the Incarnate Word as "Light of Light."
The entrance into a fallen world of J ehovah-Jesus was the ending of
a long night of moral and spiritual gloom and ignorance, and the
breaking of a day whose glories are destined to endure throughout the
eternal ages of God Himself. It is interesting to notice how exactly
the goings of Ohrist from His birth unto His ascension followed the
analogy of sunrising. The progress was always out of darkness into
light. Many of the principal events in His salvation-work occurred in
the darkness-as preliminary of the light of day. Thus, at BetWehem,
He was born in the night. He entered upon His redemption mission in the
darkness. It was by night that the Holy Babe was taken from BetWehem
by Joseph and Mary, to escape into Egypt from the persecution of
Herod. Some of the most remarkable incidents in His after-life, as well
as the agony in Gethsemane, and the betrayal by Judas, were significantly associated with the season of night. It was in the blackness of
miraculous darkness that Jesus offered Himself a ransom for the sins of
His guilty people, and we are distinctly informed by the Evangelist
John, in his narrative of the resurrection, that it was" early," and" when
it was now yet dark," t.hat the devoted Mary Magdalene found the sepulchre
where He had lain already empty. All this is very blessed. It
harmonizes well with the fact that the object of Ohrist's first coming
was to be a light to lighten sinners of the Gentiles, and to be the glory
of His sinful people Israel.
And, dear fellow-believers in Him, it is thus that He now deals
with His Church, and with His redeemed ones individually. He still
delights to shine forth in that darkness which so· often besets us in
our spiritual experience. He who Himself passed through infinitely
blacker darkness than any of the ransomed ones can ever know, enters
fully into fellowship with the benighted pilgrims of Zion, and lovingly
asks them, "What manner of communications are these that ye have
one to another, as ye walk, and al'e sad ~ " He went into the outer
darkness, and by His victorious presence scattered it for His people.
He Himself, by meritoriously descending into the gloom of the grave,
became that "light" which is " sown for the righteous" (Psalm
xcvii. 11). When He rose from the penal tomb, light sprang up for
His Church-even light for evermore, for it is written, "Thy Sun'
shall no more go down" (Isaiah Ix. 20). Ohrist is that very light which
sometimes "surprises the Christian," not only when he sings, but
when his harp hangs' in silence on the willows, and he feels it vain
to attempt one of the songs of Zion. Ah, yes; "He giveth songs in
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the night." The believer must learn obedience in the same school as
did his Master. Oh, how blessed it is to the soul o:f the true-hearted
:follower of Ohrist to trace the first risings of the Sun of Righteousness after a long night of waiting for the morning. The merest
breathing of the appointed morning o:f His gracious appearing is as life
from the dead, :for there is an "appointed" day-break :following on
every night of weeping. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning" (Psalm xxx. 5). It was the confidence that
resurrection would crown His travail that sustained the heart of the
Man of Sorrows throughout His long experience o:f toil and conflict.
And so, dear children of God, we too are sustained. We live on the
sweet promise, "Ohrist shall give thee light." He will-He will!
Let us then meanwhile reflect calmly on the. wondrous meaning
of that promise.
1. Light! What can make manifest like light ~ It reveals all
hidden things. And Ohrist, in this promise, is ordained to make
plain for us everything that is now dark and mysterious. How many
mysteries of Providence, connected with our past history, romain yet
to be explained! Some o:f them are so profoundly dark that we gaze
upon them in silent awe.
But they will soon be satis:fyingly
interpreted for us by Ohrist, our light. And our present perplexities,
mental or spiritual, are likewise subject to His manifesting presence.
When once the sun arises, and the shadows of night are scattered, we
see all objects in their true character, and in their several relations
to each other. The landscape is opened up in endless variety of
colour, form, and beauty, and that which throughout the long night
had no comeliness, or even existence to the eye, creates in our minds
admiration and astonishment. The revealing light has done its work.
So when the Lord is pleased to grant the light of His countenance
in our hearts, we behold all his past dealings-both in providence and
grace-in their true colour and proportion, until our entire spiritual
being is aglow with adoring wonder and praiseful delight. " Joy,"
indeed, "cometh in the morning."
.
2. Light! What is so penetrating as light ~ Through the minutest
crevice a ray of sunlight will pour its heavenly presence. "All things
are naked andi open to, the. eyes of Him with whom we "-blessedly"have to do." This truth, so far from distressing the conscience of a
blood-sprinkled believer in the Lord Jesus, is rich in comfort and
encouragement to his sou!. The prayer o:f a loyal disciple and servant
of Ohrist is normally that of the godly Psalmist, "Search me, 0 God,
and know my heart j try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there
be any way of wickedness in me, and lead me in the way everlasting"
(Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24). If there be any indisposition to come under
the searching light of God's eye, it is proof that our hearts are
conscious of defilement, and that we are departing from the sweet
privilege of spiritual :fellowship with the Father and the Son. But the
Divine light will not fail to penetrate the dense cloud which enwraps
us, and there must be heard the commanding voice, "Awake, thou that
sleepest, and CfJi'~se frorn the dead!" And the potency of that holy light
will~ compel heart-broken confession of sin, and a godly loathing of
sinful self. It was when the b~cksliding son of the forgiving :father

72

The Gospel Magazine.

"came to himself "-that is, when the light of irresistible conviction
dawned upon his conscience-that he resolved, "I will m'ise, and go to
my father." Truly," whatsoever doth rrtake manifest is light," and to
the penetrating light of the Sun of Righteousness the words of the
Psalmist regarding the physical light of the orb of day may be correctly
applied-'; There is nothing hid from the heat thereof" (Psalm xxix. 6).
3. Light! What is so pure, and what so purifying, as light ~ Its
p~ity is no way affected !though its heavenly beams fall upon the
vl1est corruptions of earth. So Jesus, in the days of His abode in
our sinful midst, could lay His holy hand on the polluting flesh of
the leper and receive from it no taint. So, too, He can visit in grace
these "desperately wicked" hearts of ours, dear brethren, and
savingly operate within us and still remain holy. It was this mystery
of Gospel truth that perplexed the Pharisees of old, "This man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." Those poor sin-blinded
. critics of the Gracious One were not in the secret that God's light is
not only absolutely pure but is essentially incapable of ii:J.fection or
defilement. They were likewise ignorant that Ohrist, as the true
light, imparts His own holy nature to. others, and purges away their
sins by His atoning blood. As the pure beams of the sun clarify the
foul vapours which a;rise from the earth, and possibly convert them
into benign physical influences, so the sanctifying light of Ohrist's
presence in the experience of the children of God works such marvellous, transforming effects as find utterance in the language of the
Satan-buffeted Apostle, "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Cfhrist may rest upon me"
(2 Oor. xii. 9).
4. Light! How communicative is light. With what generous profusion does " the greater light ,. shed its life-giving presence on
creation. The minutest seeds that fall into the bosom of earth get
their measure of vital sunshine, along with the loftiest trees in the
forest. To those pure, genial, vivifying streams of light all the fair
forms and colours in the vegetable world owe their being. The
fruitfulness of the earth is vitally due to the sun. How the mighty
generator acts upon the soil-embosomed seed is a mystery in nature
which man's philosophy and science have. so far, failed to explain;
nor is it likely that they ever will be able to explain it, for He who
at the first created all things by the word of His mouth has said,
"So is the kingdom of God, as if a mau should cast seed into the
ground, and should sleep and rise, night and day, and the seed
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how" (Mark iv. 26, 27).
But the God of the seed and of the sunshine knows. And He who
tills and sows the hearts of His people, is well acquainted with the
only effectual methods of causing His Word to vegetate under the
fructifying influences of the Spirit. "My Father is the husbandman."
That is enough for us who know that the flesh profiteth nothing.
We are content to lie passive, like the soil of earth, in His hands,
and to bask beneath the sunshine of Ohrist's quickening presence, tilt
He cause the good seed of the Gospel to grow within us. We are
persuaded that He who hath begun a good work within us will
perform it unto the day of harvest. The light communicates its own
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subtle nature to the earth-its warmth and other properties-until it
works mighty changes therein for the well-being of dependent man.
So all our spiritual prosperity and increase are due to the Divine
Sun of Righteousness. Oh, then, let us look up in prayer and
expectation to Him who has taught us, "From Me is thy fruit
found." While others, dear brethren, are looking to social reforms,
and education, and the achievements -of modern science for the
betterment of our fallen race, be it ours to remember that, "Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning" (James i. 17).
5. Light! Without light, how should we walk in safety, or know
whither we go ~ To walk in darkness is perilous, especially in strange
places, while to have our path lighted up by the sun is to see securely
the windings of the road, the stumbling-blocks that bestrew it, and the
precipices that beset it. He who walks in darkness cannot tell whither
he is going. Oh, how tender is the mercy of our God, in that He has
provided in the Person and offices of His dear Son an unfailing light for
His redeemed ones from grace to glory-from the City of Destruction to
the New Jerusalem. In His light their pathway is one of safety. The
Word of His truth guides their daily goings. It is well, beloved,
when we loyally and trustingly follow the sure Word of God-the light
that shineth in a dark place. From what perils and pitfalls of Satan
and man do we escape! And how often when we have gone astray the
light which has been granted us by our Divine Guide has recovered our
errant feet, and conducted us afresh into the narrow way of obedience.
That saying of Christ's is full of instruction for us, " Walk while ye have
the light, lest darkness come upon you" (John xii. 35).
Oh, let us bless our God for the True Light, and for Christ who giveth
us light. Miserable indeed were our lot had we not this
blessed light of life in our souls. Fears might then possess our minds
with tyrant sway, and chains of blackness hold us fast all our days.
The guilt of sin lying upon the heart is inseparable from slavish dread
and legal terror. But the inbreaking of the light of the glorious
Gospel of Christ pacifies all fear, casts out all fear. The love of
Christ shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost brings peace and
rest, joy, and a new song. Oh, then, beloved in the Lord, let us
walk in His lqve and in His light, till travelling days be done.
Whenever we see the sun and feel the genial influence of his bright
beams, let us translate those natural facts into spiritual verities and
thereby find ourselves drawn into closer personal fellowship with the
Sun of Righteousness-the source of all spiritual illumination and
consolation. Oh, may it be our mercy this new year to wait on Christ
for light in everything that concerns us, for then He will appear for
us in our difficulties, anxieties, and distresses to scatter them from our
path, and to make a straight way for our feet. He is the Pillar of
Fire, ever in front of us to show us through the wilderness and to
conduct us into the "better country"-where we shall no longer
require the sweet promises to stimulate hope and faith-for the Holy
Word declares: "Jehovah shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and
thy God thy glory" (Isaiah Ix. 19).
J. O.
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THE MEAT OFF;ERING;
OR, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST IMPUTED TO THE
BELIEVER.

THERE were five kinds of offerings app,ointed of God for the service
and worship of His redeemed people Israel. Two of them were sacri·
Rces for sin, and three of them were" sweet savour" offerings. They
all point on to the one perfect offering of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
they are all needed, and all intended of God to unfold, in different
aspects, the wonderful nature and the marvellous results of that "one
offering" (Reb. x. 14). In a general way, it may be said that the
trespass offering points to atonement, with restitution, for actual transgression. (Lev. v. and vi.) The sin offering points to atonement for
sins of ignorance, and the sin of our nature when brought to light
(Lev. iv.) The burnt offering points to the entire devotedness' of
the atoning Substitute, and His acceptableness to God, in His death
on the cross (Lev. i.) The meat Qffering points to the perfection
of the character of the atoning Substitute, and His acceptableness to
God in His life (Lev. ii.) The peace offering points to the atoning
death of Christ as procuring peace, and as being the ground of
fellowship with God (Lev. iii. and vii.)
In every case the offering was presented to God for the sinful
offerer, and the virtue of the offering was, when observed according
to God's command, "imputed unto him that offereth it" (Lev. vii. 18).
The result to the one who brought his trespass offering, or sin
offering, was forgiveness (see Lev. iv. 20, 26, 31, 35; v. 6, 10, 16,
18; and vi. 7). The result to the one who brought a burnt offering was, that it was accepted for him, and he was accepted according
to the merits of the offering slain (Lev. i. 4, and i.3, R.V.) The
result to the one who brought a peace offering )Vas, that he eat "of
the flesh of the sacrifice" part of which had been laid on "the
table of the Lord," and was" His meat" (Mal. i. 12), and thus enjoyed
peace and "fellowship" with God (1 Cor. x. 18). The result to the
one who brought a meat offering it is the object of this paper to
unfold.
It is important to notice that in this offering there is no reference
to death. It appears to set forth the character and life of our adorable
Lord while here on earth, in its purity, consistency, gra.ciousness, and
fragrancy to God, as lived for us, presented to God for us, and
imputed to us who believe.
It is true, however, and equally important to notice, that this offering was not offered by itself alone, but in connection with the burnt
offering, or some other offering, in which the victim was slain, to teach
us that not the life without the death, or the death without the life,
is enough to satisfy the claims of God, or meet our varied need; but
that the whole of the life and death of our adorable Lord was needed
and therefore provided.
Although it does not appear to have been offered by itself, the
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directions for its offering are given separately, and it will be helpful
to our souls so to consider it, and, under the gracious illumination of
the Holy Spirit, to gaze on Him who is set before us so clearly in it.
'IV e will consider, first, the condition of soul in which the offering
could rightly be made; second, the nature of the offering; and, third,
the results, both to God and to the offerer.
1. The conclition ot" soul in which the oftering could ·rightly be made.
As a general rule it may be said that none of the offerings could be
rightly offered without a consciousness of need, either of pardon or
acceptance. If itn Israelite were burdened with a sense of actual
transgression, he would bring a trespass offering. If some sin, committed in ignorance, were brought to his knowledge, he would bring
a sin offering. If he were pained with a lack of devotedness to God,
he would bring a burnt offering. If with a sense of alienation from
God, a peace offering. If with a humbling sense of failure and inconsistency in his character and life, a meat offering~ A self-righteous
man could not intelligently offer it. The more anyone was conscious
of the inequalities and inconsistencies of his life; of his lack of
graciousness in his spirit and deportment; of the lack of fragrancy to
God in thought, word, and deed, or of the want of faithfulness in
reproving sin, the more he would be fitted to present this offering,
and to derive comfort and satisfaction from it. It is exactly so with
the Antitype. Only those who have been convinced of sin by the
Holy Spirit, and who feel their need, can truly appreciate the Lord
Jesus Ohrist as a substitutional Saviour; and the more acute is the
sense of sin and the deeper the .feeling of need, the more precious
will He become to the soul.
ll. What then is the nature and teaching of this oftering? 1. The
offerer must take fine flour; one of the cleanest and smoothest
things in the realm of nature. All the bran has been removed, and
nothing is left but pure, fine flour. This clearly points to the pure
character and life of our adorable Lord. It became' Him to fulfil
all righteousness, and He did it from the first moment of His life to
the last. There was never the least taint of impurity or inconsistency
in Him. There was never anything answering to the coarse bran to
be removed. He was always "fine flour." Every grace of moral and
spiritual character was absolutely perfect. There was no excess and
no defect. He never had to retrace a step, to withdraw a word, 01'
to apologise for anything He did. He perfectly fulfilled the law,
which is holy, just and good (Rom. vii. 12). He magnified the
law and made it honourable (Isaiah xlii. 21), not only by enduring
the curse which we deserved, but by perfectly obeying its precepts,
which we have failed to do. He did not fulfil the first table of the
law and fail in the other. He loved "the Lord with all His heart,
soul, strength, and mind, and His neighbour as Himself" (Luke
x. 27). :At all times and under all circumstances, He was "without
spot" to the last (Heb. ix. 14). He" knew no sin" (2 001'.
v. 21). He was just as holy in thought, word, and deed, amid the
temptations, and trials,' and sUfferings and labours of earth, as He
was in all the glory and purity of heaven. There was no more
unevenness in His life and character than there is in the finest flour.
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2. The offerer must pour oil upon the fine flour. ~ Oil is often
used in the Bible as an emblem of the Holy Spirit, who was given
without measure to the Lord Jesus Christ (John iii. 34). He was
conceived of the Holy Ghost (Luke i. 35). At His baptism the
Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape as a dove upon Him (Luke
iii. 22). He was led by the Spirit (Luke iv. 1), and, through the
Eternal Spirit, He offered Himself without spot to God (Heb. ix. 14).
The Lord of glory, in His character of the obedient Servant, was
always" full of the Holy Ghost" (Luke iv. 1). He could say at all
times, as He said in the synagogue at Nazareth, "The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed me" (Luke iv. 18).
Thus the fine flour was mingled with oil.
3. He must "put frankincense thereon."
This is' a gum of a
sweet odour. The more it is exposed to the fire the more it gives
forth its fragrance.
This, in a special way, made the offering
"a sweet savour." It tells us of the fragrancy of the perfect life of
Jesus. It was not simply the obedience of a creature to its Creator,
but the loving obedience of a Son to His Father; not the righteousness of a man merely, but the righteousness of the God-Man-" the
righteousness of God." Who can tell how fragrant this perfectly
beautiful life was to the Fathed The Blessed One who lived it
could say, "I do always those things that please Him" (John viii. 29),
but to what extent the Father was pleased, what tongue can tell ~
The frankincense was there, and the fire of trial and temptation, of
mocking and scoffing, of shame and spitting, of Gethsemane and
Calvary, only served to show how fragrant it was.
4. It must be seasoned with salt (verse 13), "The salt of the
covenant of thy God." This refers to the faithfulness of His rebukes
of sin and hypocrisy. His speech was always "with grace seasoned
with salt" (Col. iv. 6), and His salt never lost its "savour"
(Matt. v. 13).
5. There must be no leaven (verse 11), which represents that
which is evil (1 Cor. v. 8). We read of various kinds of "leaven."
There is the leaven of the Pharisees (Matt. xvi. 6), which is
hypocrisy. The leaven of the Sadducees (Acts xxiii. 8), which is
infidelity. The leaven of Herod (Mark viii. 15), which is worldliness.
The leaven of Galatia (Gal. v. 9), which is legalism. "The old
leaven of malice and wickedness" (1 Cor. v. 8); but there was no
speck of any of this in our precious Lord Jesus-the antitypical meat
offering.
6. And, lastly, there must be no honey. It is possible that we do not
know all the reasons for this prohibition, but one thing we know,
that although honey is sweet to the taste, it. will not, like
frankincense, endure the fire. This points to the sweetness of some
naturally amiable people, which will not bear the fire of provocation.
A strik,ing contrast to the patient, perfect, gracious, fragrant life of
our Lord and Saviour J ems Christ.
Ill. We now come to the crowning part of thi. delightful subject
-the 1'esult to God and to the offerer.
We must treat them
separately, and take, first, the result to God. We read that, "he (the
offerer) shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests; and he shall taka
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thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all
the frankincense thereof, and the priest shall burn the memorial of it.
upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto
the Lord." The first of it and the best of it was for God, as the
first grand object of the life and death of our Lord Jesus Ohrist was
to do the will of Him that sent Him (John vi. 38), to please
(John viii. 29) and glorify Him (John xvii. 4). The whole of the
frankincense was presented to God, and accepted of God on the altar
as a sweet savour, to show us that there is a fragrance, an
excellency, a glory in the holy, obedient life of our Lord, which can be
estimated and rightly appreciated by God alone. All the perfection
which God required, and which He could never find in the offerer,
He found to the full in the offering, and it was "a sweet savour"
to Him. So, all the perfection of righteousness which God requires
from us, and which He can never find in us, He finds to the full
in the obedience unto death of our glorious Substitute.' He ever
was, is, and will be, "His delight" (Prov. viii. 30). His" elect in
whom His soul delighted" (Isaiah xlii 1). "His beloved Son, in
whom He is well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). Truly the life of Jesus
was "a sweet savour"- to God. He has expressed His ineffable
delight in Him, not in word only, but in deed. He has raised Him
from the dead (Rom. 1. 4), and received Him up into glory (1 Tim.
iii. 16). He has set Him at His own right hand (Heb. i. 3). Seated
Him on His own throne (Rev. iiL 21). Orowned Him with glory
and honour (Heb. ii. 9).
" Wherefore" (for the very reason that
He became obedient unto death) "God hath highly exalted Him,
and given Him a name which is above every name; that at the
name of J eallS every knee should bow, of things in h-eaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Ohrist is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father" (Phil. ii. 9-11). More than this, God has shown, is showing, and will for ever show the reality and depth of His satisfaction
and delight in the sweet-savour meat offering as offered in connection with the burnt offering; or, in New Testament language, with
the obedient life and atoning death of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, by
accepting (Eph. i. 6), blessing with all spiritual blessings (verjle 3),
conforming to the same image (Rom. viii. 29), presenting faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy (Jude 24), as
"the bride, the Lamb's wife" (Rev. xxi. 9), every poor sinner who
is taught of the Holy Ghost to renounce his own righteousness as
filthy rags (Isaiah lxiv. 6), and to accept the righteousness of His
beloved Son. This then is the result to God of the "obedience
unto death" of Emmanuel. He is glorified, delighted, and enabled
to be just and the justifier (Rom. iii. 26), and glorifier (Rom.
viii. 30) of him which believeth in Jesus.
2. The result to the offerer. He was accepted of God (ceremonially) according to the purity and fragrance of the offering, and
should go back to his tent full of p'eace and joy. The priests feasted
on it, "one as much as another" (Lev. vii. 10), and thus enjoyed
fellowship with God in His own satisfaction and delight. Now, in a
spiritual, but very real and true sense, the believer in J eSllS is both
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offerer and priest, and partakes of all the blessings foreshadowed in
the type. He is "accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6). All the fine
flour-like purity, the oil-like graciousness, the frankincense-like fragrance, the salt-like faithfulness of the Lord Jesus is imputed to
him. This truth is clearly taught us in the Word of God, and
should never be questioned or lost sight of. Ohrist is "a chief
corner stone, elect, precious:" . . . . "and for you therefore which
believe is the preciousness" (1 Peter ii. 6, 7, R. V.) "For as by
one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). "For He hath
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Oor. v. 21). So that
Paul may well glory in "not having mine own righteousness, which is
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Ohrist, the righteousness which is of God 'by faith" (Phi!. ill. 9). "Even the righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Ohrist unto all and upon all them
that believe" (Rom. iii. 22). Oh" the blessedness of the man unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works" (Rom. iv. 6), even
"the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Ohrist" (2 Peter
i. 1, R.V.) Well may dear TOPLADY sing"A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do
My Saviour's obedience and blood
'Hide all my transgressions from view."
The result of a believing reception of this righteousness of Ohrist
cannot fail to be peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. It is provided
for us by God the Father. It is prepared for us by God the Son.
It is revealed to us by God the Holy Ghost. It is ours by Divine
gift (Rom. v. 18). It is better than the innocencyof Adam before the
Fall. It is better than the righteousness of angels, for it is "the
righteousness of God " (2 Oor. v. 21). Oount ZINZENDORF was right
when he wrote the hymn" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
The Holy Spirit has put words into the mouth of the Prophet
Isaiah which exactly fit the lips of all whose eyes see and whose
hearts take in this wondrous truth, "I will greatly rejoice in the
LOl'd, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments,
aJ;1d as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels" (Isaiah lxi. 10.
The spirit in which'this truth of the imputation of the righteousness of Ohrist can be rightly enjoyed, is beautifully set forth in the
type. "The remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat; with
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unleavened bread shall it be eaten in the holy place" (Lev. vi. 16).
Let no one imagine that he can feast his soul on the righteousness, the beauty, the fragrancy of Christ, if he is living in any
known sin, or imagine he can enjoy it in the ways of the world.
It is only with " unleavened bread of sincerity and truth"
(1 Cor. v. 8), and in "the holy place" of communion with God,
it can be rightly enjoyed or even understood; but, with these
conditions, faith may be bold to take it in and glory in it to the
highest possible degree.
Another result to the true offerer is that he will try to be more
and more like his offering. In like manner, the true believer in Jesus
will be constrained by the Holy Spirit to seek in every way to
grow in the likeness of that Blessed One whose righteousness he
so much admires, and in which he delights to be clothed. He
will seek grace to be himself a meat offering of a "sweet savour"
to God (2 Cor. ii. 15), fine flour, mingled with oil, with frankincense and salt, with no lllaven or honey. The Lord grant this
increasingly to every member of the body of Christ, for His name
sake.
Bristol.
H. WELCHMAN.

"THE JOY BEFORE HIM."
HE is tasting it, our Jesus,
One by one as home they go;
Those He rescued from the spoiler,
By His own unuttered woe;
As they draw toward the future,
Yearning for the end of sin,
And the bliss of being with Him
As they never yet have been.

He is tasting it, rememb'ring
All the agony of yore,
How He bore the curse of Calvary
For the joy that lay before.
Pa.tient, tho' the rapture heightens
As the heavenly mansions fill;
Satisfied, yet knowing fully
There is joy before Him still.
He can wait, for oh, how surely
Knows He all the joy will come!
He can heal' the thrillin!! praises
When His latest child comes
home;
Oh the glory! we shall see itSee the triumph in His eyes,
When He stands before His
Father,
Pointing to the peopled skies.
Galleywood.

Sing, 0 heavens, Himself bath done
it,
Borne the shame and bought the
bliss!
Vainly now we try to fathom
Love's redeeming mysteries;
Why He should have loved the people,
Why his joy is at its height,
When-all sin and sorrow endedThey shall walk with Him in white.
For His own sake, 0 believer,
He will carry you along;
It will honour Him to save you;
o ye fearful ones, be strong.
For His glory will be greater
If you in that glory share;
And His heaven of heavens be sweeter
To Himself if you be there.
By·and-by-oh, how the Christian
Loves to murmur" By-and-by!"We shall hear one mighty anthem
Pealing through the ravished sky
" Now is come salvation; glory
Be unto the Lamb that died; "
And all heaven His joy shall witness
When the saints are glorified.
M. A. CHAPLIN.

LET what will come, they who are in Christ will be safe; let the
nre, the deluge come, they are safe in the rock.-Romaine.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE PASCHAL LAMB.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
THE Passover was the most important and the most solemn of the
Jewish feasts, being held in the spring of the year, in the month
Abib, corresponding with March-April, which was the first month of
the sacred year. The institution of the Passover is described in
Exodus xii. It had a twofold aspect: it looked forward, being typical
of Christ's death; and it looked backward, being a memorial of Israel's
deliverance from Egypt. It was, then, at once both a type and a
me:mO'rial. The principal feature of it was the killing and eating of
the Paschal lamb, to which the Apostle refers in that memorable
passage, 1 Corinthians v. 7, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed [margin,
, slain '] for us."
.
Will our dear readers devota a few minutes to a quiet contemplation of the particulars connected with the Paschal lamb as typical
of the Lord Jesus Christ ~
1. The lamb was chosen. The Lord Himself chose the lamb, and
appointed its death, as the means of escape from destruction for Israel's
firstborn, even as Christ was chosen of God to be the Sacrifice and Sub·
stitute. The lamb was a type of innocence; and, in addition to that,
it was to be perfect, "without blemish," and a "yearling "-in full
vigour. Even thus it was with the harmless Lamb of God. In the
full vigour and ripeness of His life, "Christ our Passover was sacrificed
for us." Precious truth! Happy are those interested in this gracious
statement. Again j they wer~ to take a lamb for each household
(Exodus xii. 3), which shows the necessity of having Christ for ourselves. A personal religion, consisting in a personal knowledge and
experience of the saving power and the cleansing blood of J esu'.!, is
essential to salvation. An Israelite's neighbour might be under the
shelter of the blood; this would not save him from the destroying
angel if his doorposts remained unsprinkled. Reader, look at home!
Art thou under the shelter of the" blood," or dost thou only think thou'
art ~ Are the marks there ~
2. The chosen lamb was to be separated, "taken out from" the rest;
representing Him who was not. only "separate from sinners" (Reb.
vii. 26), but was also" separated from Ris brethren" (Deu . =iii. 16).
He "hath trodden the winepress alone" (Isaiah lxiii. 3). After the
separation Qf the lamb a singular ceremony took place. The house was
" searched," and the" leaven" removed (Exod. xii. 19; xiii. 7, 8). This
signifies the searching out and bringing to light of hidden evil. As a
matter of constant experience, those who are subsequently brought into
the sweet realization of the saving power of Christ's precious blood are
first made acquainted with evil and sin within.
3, The lamb was slain (verse 6). It was to be killed by the "whole
congregation." All God's children had a hand in the death of Christ,
the antitypical Lamb. Their sins caused His sufferings. (Read Isaiah
liii. 7; Matt. xxvi. 2, and-think.)
It is most observable that a particular injunction was laid upon them
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not to "break a bone" of the Iamb (xii. 46), which was to prefigure
the fact that the sacrifice Ohrist consummated on Oalvary's tree was
"whole and undivided" (John xix. 33-36). This fulfilled the prophecy
in Psalm xxxiv. 20.
A definite time was fixed for the killing of the Paschal sacrifice,
namely, the "evening " (verse 6); or as it is in the margin, "between
the two evenings." The first Jewish evening began with the declining
of the sun to the west at the ninth hour of the Jewish day-about
three o'clock in the afternoon; and the latter evening at the eleventh
hour-about five o'clock. It is remarkable ·that "Ohrist our Passover,"
the Antitype of the Paschal Iamb, expired at the ninth hour, and was
taken down from the cross at the eleventh, or sunset.
4. "The blood was sprinkled" (Exodus xii. 7). The killing of the
lamb was to be followed by the application of the blood. There is a
great deal in this word "applieation." The Apostle, in Hebrews x. 22,
refers to the sprinkling of the blood on the door-posts as representing
the application of the atonement to the hearts of the true Israel of
God. It is this which ensures safety. When the destroying angel
went· out on his mission of death, wheresoever the blood was seen,
that house was" passed over." Those sheltered behind the blood were
screened from wrath on that eventful night. And those sheltered
by the "blood of the Lamb" will be preserved from the "wrath
of the Lamb" on that coming night"When the moon is old,
And the stars are cold,
And the books of the judgment day unfold."
May the Holy Spirit apply the truth to our consciences, and the blood
to our hearts.
5. The flesh of the Iamb was to be eaten (vii. 8). There must be
a partaking of, and a living upon the Lord Jesus Ohrist. The thought
is this: That as life was given by the death of the Paschal lamb, so it
was maintained by the flesh of the Paschal Iamb. The firstborn would
have died had not the blood of the sacrifice been shed. Life to the
firstborn was by the death of the Iamb. That life was afterwards
sustained by the flesh of the same lamb. How beautifully this is
explained by the Lamb of God Himself: "Except ye eat the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you" (John
vi. 53). How distinctly it points out the "Ohurch of the firstborn,"
whose names "are written in heaven" (Heb. xii. 23). The flesh was
to be prepared for "food" by being "roasted;" thus setting forth t1 e
fire of suffering, by which the Lord Jesus became the food of His
people. After being so prepared, the Passover was to be eaten with
" bitter herbs" and unleavened bread; which shows that we are to
partake of Ohrist with trials, and with hearts made sincerely penitent.
Moreover, the feast was to be eaten with loins girded, staff in hand,
shoes on feet. (Exodus xii. 11). As pilgrims, the spiritual Israel feasting
on Ohrist must needs be girt with truth (Eph. vi. 14), holding fast
the staff of God's word of promise (Psalm xxiii. 4), and their feet
•• shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace" (Eph. vi. 14, 15).
It was added, "Ye shall eat it in haste;" possibly, to show that.
G
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pilgrims must not expect to continue long at one time here below in
the banqueting house, feasting upon Christ.
6. The Passover was a perpetual commemomtion of past mercies in
the deliverance from Egypt; and it was a continually recurring anticipation of the blessings (then future) of the sacl'ifice and death of Christ.
Just in the same manner the Lord instituted that feast in succession to
the Passover, which not only commemorates the past transaction of His
~eath, and so begins where the Passover ended, but it is also a perpetual
lmk between His death and ascension and His second coming. In the
Lord's Supper" we do show His death till He come" (1 Cor. xi. 26).
The feast looks back to our deliverance from wrath by His broken body
and shed blood, and looks forward to the coming of the Redeemer "the
second time without sin unto -salvation." "Even so, come, Lord J eSlls."
Bath.
E. C.
WELL-SPRIN GS.
l( My little children, let us' not love in 100rd, -neithe1' in tongue,. but in
deed and in truth."-l JOHN iii. 18.
"TELL her, I am a very poor disciple now," was the message sent
to the writer a few days since, by one of the Lord's dear children,
who now in advancing years and its attendant infirmities, has not
the bright shining that she would desire. "A very poor disciple!"
And whilst I mused on the message I remembered that the inspired
Word refers to c, an old disciple" who graciously afforded the best of
his hospitality to the Lord's sent servant and chosen Apostle Paul in
his journey up to Jerusalem (Acts xxi. 16). In the same book we read
of "a certain disciple," known by the name of Ananias (ix. 10), as
also of Timotheus (xvi. 1), whilst the name of Tabitha, or Dorcas,
is recorded as that of "a certain disciple, full of good works a'P.d
almsdeeds which she did" (ix. 36).
Joseph of Arimathrea was called" Jesus' disciple" (Matt. xxvii. 57).
There was also" that disciple whom Jesus loved" (John xix. 26), a
secret disciple (John xix. 38), a testifying disciple (John xxi. 24), and
believing disciples (John ii. 11), and so on.
Jesus called them, taught them, exercised loving patience with
them in their ignorance and unbelief. He blessed them, received
them, and kept them unto His heavenly kingdom; but we never
read of an instance when He wearied of one of the least of them,
and turned upon one of them with the reproof, "You are a very poor
disciple now." Even to denying Simon (and oh! how poor Simon had
to suffer for his denial) Jesus uttered no reproach: "Jesus turned
and looked upon Peter," which melted Peter's heart, and caused him
to remember the words that his Lord had spoken truly of him, and
he went out and wept bitterly; No harsh word! no bitter sentence
to remind him of the folly of his rash and soon broken promise!
But the Lord's look can melt the hardest heart and work the most
contrite repentance.
To unbelieving Thomas, also, He revealed Himself as his Lord and,
God, gl'aciously breaking in upon that little gathered assembly a
second time, to convince that one incredulous disciple of the power
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of His resurrection. Oh, h-ow loving, gentle, forgiving, and patient
He is 1 Truly none teacheth like Him, and blessed to all eternity is
this and that one whom He has chosen and called out to be His
disciples, and are thus taught of Him. " Verily I say unto you, That
ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of
Man shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone
that hath forsakel1 houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My name's sake, shall
receive an hundredfold and shall inherit everlasting life."
He came to bless "the poor in spirit," and give them the kingdom
of heaven. He does not require great service at their hands. His
life-giving word of power, "Son, give me thine heart," teaches that
son to know that He but claims His own right, and the ready
response which the soul utters is, "Lord, Thou knowest that I love
Thee." Love is our only return, our only acceptable service, and
ofttimes thA heart, grown impatien~ in delay and longing, cries out"Haste, my Beloved, and remove
These interposing days;
Then shall my passions all be love,
And all my powers be praise."
"My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but
in deed and in truth." It is not the word, but ofttimes more the
deed that rev<3als the heart of friend to friend. And it is the deed,
and that in truth, that testifies to a' disciple's love. These are the
sayings of John the aged, who, some sixty years earlier, had penned
those words in his Gospel (iii. 21), "But he that doeth truth cometh
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God." Wr'ought in God, and worked out in His subjects
in His own time and way, and must be brought to the light and
made manifestively acceptable to Him who dwelleth in the light. The
Apostle is, in our text and the previous verses, exhorting love to the
brethren, that we should emulate our great Example or Under-writing,
and strive to love one another even as He loved us. That in love we
should ser-ve one another, seek to bear each other's burdens, forbear
and forgive, and by a daily desire of an even and consistent walk
build up one another on our most holy faith.
The Word of God gives the warning note to us in a reproof to
the children of the prophets, who "with their mouth show much love,
but their heart goeth after their covetousness," whilst the Apostle
Paul exhorts, " Let love be without dissimulation," that is, hypocrisy;
and "that your love may abound more and more." Oh, for more of
this spirit of love. We have known the sweetness of the love of God
shed abroad in our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit, and in
this love may we not desire to live and love amongst His children ~
"How sweet, how heavenly is the
sight,
When those that love the Lord
In one another's peace delight,
And so fulfil His Word.

"When each can feel his brother's
sigh,
And with him bear a part;
When sorrow flows from eye to eye,
And joy from heart to heart.
G 2
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" When love in one delightful stream
Through every bosom flows;
When union sweet and dear esteem
In every action glows."
Yes, it is a b~essed plea and proof ofttimes to a cast-down disciple
that they do love the brethren, that they can cast in their lot with
them, and with gratitude look back upon the many times when they
were privileged in some way or another to minister unto their necessities.
It may have been a timely opportunity not overpassed, a much-needed
help in a time of great emergency, or a ready symp!l.thy in time of
sorrow; yea, in innumerable cases they have shown their love in deed
and in truth to some one and another or God's dear tried children.
Yet now, brought to the necessity or abiding at home, made to "sit
still," and, perhaps, apparently hidden or laid aside, in their own
estimation as useless, they write bitter things of themselves, and own
themselves very poor disciples. Well, beloved, take comrort. However poor you feel yourselves to be (and that is a blessed poverty
which empties of self to be filled with Christ), you have a fair inheritance
laid up yonder. "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven." Godly Hannah declared, in felt realization, after
all her times of doubt and downcast depression, "He raiseth up the
poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill,
to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne or
glory."
Look at that poor,' afilicted woman who, having suffered many
things o:f many physicians, and having spent all that she had, and was
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, when she heard of Jesus,
came in the press behind, and touched His garment. For she said, "If
I may touch but His clothes I shall be whole." She uttered not a
word-she couldn't, but yet her Lord blessed her. ,I Who touched
My clothes ~" asked the Divine Master, whilst His disciples reminded
Him of the thronging multitude, and wondered that amongst the press
He should ask, "Who touched Me ~" "Somebody hath touched Me:
for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me." And the healed woman,
seeing now that she could not be hid, fell down and worshipped
Him, "declaring unto Him berore all the people for what cause she
had touched Him, and how she was healed immediately." Then came
the words, warm from the loving heart of her Lord and Master,
"Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole;'
go in peace."
"The most sincl'}/'e are often the most silent," wrote dear "G. U."
"Beloved, fret not yourself because you are no loud talker. Live
out the doctrines, and show more by the life, walk, and conduct that
you are on the Lord's side."
Yes; the felt poverty is in us, and not in Jesus. He is all riches,
whilst we are all poverty and nothing worth in ourselves. Thus,
it is well to feel this emptiness, if so be that we may be filled from
His fulness, which filleth all in all. In J esllS we have indeed a rich
mine, an inexhaustible treasury of wealth. Blessed poverty that is
brought to meet Heaven's immeasurable riches! Yes, and for the
comfort of such an one whose dissatisfaction of her own condition, in
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herself, as "a very poor disciple," I would say, that is a far more
spiritually healthy sign than the spirit of him who, standing aside,
thanked the Lord, with boasted superiority, that he was not as other men.
Our lesson must daily be learnt where spi.ritual growth is to be attained,
"He must increase, whilst I must decrease." There is no stronger nor
sweeter example of this growth downwards out of self, and upwards into
Christ, than his who uttered those words. How sublimely, and yet
sweetly simple, too, those last letters of John the aged, in which he addresses
his disciples as "little children." "Little children" in the simplicity and
freshness of their love and faith. "Little children" in themselves, desiring
only to know the glory of that "growing up into Him the Head in
all things." " Little children" in the hands of their heavenly Father,
to be guided by His wisdom, taught His ways, and preserved unto His
heavenly kingdom. "Little children" in helplessness in and of themselves, that Christ's power may rest upon them. "Little children," as
clay in the hands of the Great Potter, to be moulded and shaped to
His will. "Little children" from the first to the last, in that
they draw all their help and sufficiency from Him who has the sole
right and prerogative over them. Lord, give us more of the simplicity
of "little children," to "love, not only in word, neither in tongue, but
in deed and in truth."
R

SONG OF SOLOMON.
the love of Christ in the heart, and the same man, who before
shrank from and trembled at reproach, is nothing moved at it. He
that was afraid of having his name cast out with contempt, now can
rejoice in being despised for Christ's sake. He can give up his
character; he was once accounted a learned and a good man, but now
he can bear to be called a fool, and a madman. He takes up his
cross daily, and runs on rejoicing. The contempt of the world
only hastens his steps and spurs him on. It drives him nearer
to his precious Saviour, and makes him live in closer communion
with Him.
'
Thus the Holy Spirit causes all things to work together for our
good; even outward opposition, sanctified oy His grace, helps us
forward, and enables us to run the faster after Christ, and follow
Him whithersoever He goeth. We run after Him with ease in the
way that was so difficult before, and continue in the way wherein
before we could not take a single step. How true it is, we run fast
enough into evil; we want nothing to draw 'us. Surely we can all
remember with ,what different spirit we went to the theatre, and to
the house of God-how much greater delight we took in spending an
even,ing over the devil's books, at a game of cards, than in reading
the precious Word of God. Who, then, mm set our hearts at liberty,
and turn them from sin to righteousness 1 Who, but the same God
who created our hearts at first 1 He alone can draw the affections
from the love of the world, from the love of sin and self, up to the
things above, "where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God."Romaine.
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MARAH AND ITS TREE.
"These things happened unto them fo?" ensamples."-l CORINTHIANS x. 11.
THESE are the words of the Holy Ghost by Paul, and "they are
written for our edification, on whom the ends of the ages are come."
This proves that there is instruction for us in this scene at Marah.
Israel had come there through the leading of the pillar-cloud. It was
therefore a part of "the right way," which J ehovah-jireh had chosen
for the redeemed people. But how trying this stage of the pilgrimjourney! They were famishing with thirst, and there was water, but
the watm" was bittm". The poor thirsting pilgrims could not drink of
it. It was as disappointing as a mirage.
What an illustration of the Christian pathway! Each Christian meets
with some Mamh of disappointment in his path; well, yes; but
there is one great consolation, and that is, it is appointed. It was
the right way, though it was Marah. And this from the loving, gracious
J ehovah-jireh! Paternal love was before it, and in it, and through it.
And it is ever so in every case. Our Marahs may try our faith, patience,
and submission, but they benefit us more than we know, because they
put us on our backs; thus we are sure to look up, like J onah when the
gourd withered.
But the case is not hopeless. Our God is never like Baal at Carmel. He is ever on the darkest scene, and some steps before us.
There is a tree neaT by the bitte?" water, which is the all-availing
antidote; but neither Moses nor Israel recognised this tree. Yet it
was there, seen and known by God, alive and full of virtue, in the
very scene of bitterness and disappointment, and having the power to
turn all the bitterness into a well of living water, like the well of
Bethlehem.
How illustrative, often, of our position! How frequently, when in
sadness and in sorrow we stand looking at the bitter waters, to which
the Lord in His mysterious providence has led us, is there ONE (of
whom this solitary tree was a suggestive type) standing among us whom
we fail to recognise! A silent, unseen Saviour looking on, and
hearing the sighs and sorrows of His pilgrims, and only waiting
for His needy ones to "cry," that He may at once be manifest as the
Tree ot Life in the healing power of His grace.
But this tree must touch the waters before Israel can drink. It is
done; the Lord shows Moses the tree, and commands the act, and, la!
the waters are sweet-the whole of the waters! Oh, how this illustrates His ways of grace to-day! "History repeats itself," and God
writes the history of His people, because He created it by His providence, which is as real and particular to-day as when the pilgrimIsrael followed the pillar-cloud, which was indwelt by Jehovah·Jesus.
Oh, for more grace to possess enough spiTitual disCe?'nment ,to see the
Lord's hand and to hear the Lord's voice in Mamh as well as at Elim!
Westcliff, Southend.
(REV.) WILLIAM FRITH.
LOOK inward to see the evil of sin; outward to see the remedy
provided.-Howels.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(EZEKIEL

xlvi. -Oontinuea.)

"AI'j"D when the Prince shall enter, he shall go in by the way of
the porch of that gate, and he shall go forth by the way thereof." It
appears that hitherto the worship of the Prince had been only at the
threshold of the gate (ver. 2), leading to the inner court of communion
with his people, who worship at the door,. of which our Prince says,
"I am the Door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find pasture I, (John x. 9). Thus it probably
points to "all the time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,"
as the Apostle speaks of His sojourn on earth, which is but the
threshold of worship, to which the Prince of Peace came down from
heaven; the Child born, the Son given, during which time, it is
recorded, "Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch" (John x.
23), and everything He did fulfilled some prophecy or gracious design
(the door and the porch are both referred to in the tenth chapter of
John). The porch was the place of doubters, not yet entered in to the
inner court of worship and fellowship with Him, for they "came round
about Him, and said ~nto Him, How long dost Thou make us to
doubt 1 If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." What a glimpse this
gives us of the condescension and grace of our Prince to the unestablished ones yet inquiring of Him! that He should enter by the
porch of that gate, and stand by the post of the gate, even reasoning
with the unbelievers, not suffering the gate to be closed to shut out
any comers "until the evening."
The design of these gleanings is only to throw suggestions, as they
have been presented to the Inind in the study of this chapter; not presuming to say it is so, or to determine so profound a mystery. Divine
Winnower! be graciously pleased to carry away as chaff of the threshingfloor whatever is contrary to " the mind of the Spirit," confirming the
reader to "prove all things: hold fast that which is good," and so
in the power of the enlightening Spirit fastening the truth of God, as a
nail in a sure place, that it fall not to the ground.
"At the threshold: then he shall go forth; but the gate shall not
be shut until the evening;" may indicate the time of offering the evening
sacrifice, the ninth hour, at which time "Christ gave Himself an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour." Thus far
in Ezeki.el's vision not come to pass, but spoken of as what the Prince
shall offer to the Lord in the Sabbath Day. In the rast of redemption
work, having offered the .perfect burnt offering, six lambs and a ram
without blemish, and a whole meat offering therewith, He sh!!.ll "enter
in by the way of the porch of that gate," the eastward gate. What
is a porch 1 A covered way to an entrance, a vesti'bule. The difficulty
seems to vanish, for are not the clouds, "spread for a covering," as a
porcMor vestibule to the heavenly gate 1 Towards the sunrising; which
gate is so expressly assigned for the Prince (chapter xliv. 2), "Aud no
man shall enter in by it; because the Lord God of Israel hath entered
in by it. It is for the Prince." Thought is thus carried to the time
of the perfect sacrifice being accomplished, when Messiah the Prince
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having made an end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness, rose
from the dead, and after confirming that He was alive" by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking to them of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God: while they beheld, He was
taken up from them, and a cloud received Him out of their sight"
(Acts i. 3, 9). The Apostles saw Him enter" by the way of the porch."
Then pealed forth the anthem from the heavenly worshippers, "Lift up
your heads, 0 ye gates: and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and
the King of glory shall come in. Who is the King of glory 7 The
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle." Again, as the
Victor over sin, Satan, death, and the grave ascends, while He is yet
in the porch, the clouds of heaven, the strain is repeated, with the
emphatic answer to the question; "Who is the King of glory 7 The
LORD of hosts, IRe is the King of glory" (Psalm xxiv. 7, 10). We
observe, the word" Lord" in capitals shows it is J ehovah who is, about
to enter, thus pointing to the Divine majesty of Him who ascendeth.
"The Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of hosts" (Zech. xiii. 7),
the smitten Shepherd. "For no man hath ascended up to heaven
but He that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is
is heaven" (Jolm iii. 13).
"And He shall go forth by the way thereof;" that is, by the
porch of that gate; as He entered so He comes forth. "Behold, He
cometh with clouds" (Rev. i. 7). "This same Jesus shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11);
"Then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory" (Luke xxi. 27). He is still going forth for the
salvation of His people. Now observe the distinction of entrance and
exit-no other enters that way.
"But when the people of the land shall come before the Lord in
the solemn feasts, he that entereth in by the way of the north gate
to worship shall go out by the way of the south gate" (the north is
the aspect of the searching wind stripping bare the trees, and the
south of the warm rays of the sun and zephyr calm; such are the
Spirit's influences, humbling to nothingness, and then melting the
soul and filling it with gladness); "and he that entereth in by the
way of the south gate shall go forth by the way of the north gate j
he shall not return by the way of the gate by which he came in;
but shall go forth over against it." So while some enter in to worship
God in the Spirit with deep conviction of sin and humiliation, their
outgoings will be more serene and joyous, attaining to "joy and
peace in believing," there are others whose experience of Divine drawing is so gentle and full of gladness at the first reception of the Gospel,
yet later on they do not escape the keen, searching effects of the
"rushing mighty wind." But in neither case is there to be any
turning bade. "If any man draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure
in Him" (Reb. x. 38). "And the Prince in the midst of them, when
they go in, shall go in j and when they go forth, shall go forth," Our
Lord quotes these words verbatim, that we are at no loss to know
who the Prince intended by the prophet is, or the period to which
this part of the vision must refer. "Where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am I, in the midst of them" (Matt. xviii. 20);

The Gospel Magazine.

89

"Lo, I am with you alway" (all the days), "even to the end of the
world " (Matt. xxviii. 20) j for there is an utter impossibility as regards
the prince of any other royal house being always in the midst of his
worshipping people, even where only two meet together, or three, in
an unpretentious room. "It is expedient for you that I go away."
Had Jesus remained upon earth He could not have been in the midst
of adoring saints in the sanctuary, nor could we sing" Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art
found,
And every place is hallowed
ground.

" For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they
come,
And going take thee to their
home."

The Prince of Peace must" ascend up where He was before," to
accomplish this prophecy. The apostle Peter speaks of Him as exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour (Acts v. 31), as he spoke of Him, "the
Prince of Life" (Acts iii. 15) j so there is a constan't coming forth
from that gate, like the sun daily going forth from the east as a
bridegroom out of his chamber, shining upon the hemisphere at once;
but the Sun of Righteousness illuminates both hemispheres, and
whether upon us or the antipodes, He arises with healing in His
wings; wherever His people go in to worship, He shall go in, and
go forth with them. If we realized this consolatory truth more constantly, what an effect it would have upon our worship. How would
wandering thoughts be checked by "seeing Him who is invisible" in
the midst / How would sluggish, cold, and wearied devotion be warmed
and quickened, and a holy earnestness in prayer, begotten by, faith's
conviction how nigh He is to hear and grant our faintest desire! and
how would praise rise higher and higher with "the Chief Musician on
my stringed instrument" to lead! Lord, open our eye of faith, that
we may" see Jesus!!" open our hearts to receive Him, and our mouth
to show forth His praise.
These words, "in the midst," have reference to Him throughout the
Scriptures. Is He not the Tree of Life in the midst of Paradise lost
(Gen. n. 9), and regained (Rev. n. 7), and thus Alpha and Omega 1
"I am the Lord in the midst of the earth," and also in the pillar of
cloud going before "in the midst of the sea j" for " no man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared Him." After the making and worshipping
of the golden calf, Jehovah mid, "I will not go up in the midst of
thee, lest I consume thee," but promised the Angel of the Covenant
should go with them, "Beware of Him, provoke Him not, for My
Name is in Him;" and also declares, ,e My presence shall go with
thee" (Exod. xxxiii.), enjoining them not to "defile the camp in the midst
whereof I dwell" (Num. ii. 17). Again, is He not seen typified in
the cities of refuge in the midst of the land 1 as He surely is in the
Ark of the Covenant in the midst of Jordan, till all the people were
clean passed over. We behold Him again in type when Samuel
anointed David "in the midst of his brethren" (1 Sam. vi. 13), and
our hearts even now anticipate the coronation of our King, who
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is of the house' and lineage of David, and would echo the Divine
word, "Arise, anoint Him, for this is He." He is also the
Leader of their praises, "In the midst of the congregation (Church)
will I praise Thee" (Psalm xxii. 22 ; Heb. ii. 12). " Working
salvation in the midst of the earth" '(Psalm lxxiv. 12). "Cry out and
shout, 0 inhabitant 1)f Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee" (Isaiah xii 6). "I will set My sanctuary in the midst
of them" (Ezek. xxxvii. 26). Can we omit to notice the thrilling
testimony of Nebuchadnezzar, when his imperious mandate had cast
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego bound into the midst of the burning
fiery furnace, "Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the
fire, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God 1" for it confirms and illustrates this prophetic statement, "The Prince in the midst
of them, when they go in, shall go in, and when they go forth, shall
go forth," and ratifies the certainty that His presence is not confined
to locality. Was not. theirs the highest worship when they" yielded
their bodies". a living sacrifice 1 And what a sanctuary the furnace
must have been; made free, and in royal companionship with the
Prince! "The just Lord in the midst of her will not do iniquity"
(Zeph. iii. 5). "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
He will save, He will joy over thee with joy; He will rest in
His love, He will joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. ill. 17). "I will
be the glory in the midst of her" (Zech ii. 5). In His early youth on
the earth, He is found in the midst of the doctors. Then lifted upon
the cross of shame, between two malefactors, "on either side one, and
Jesus in the midst" (John xix. 18). After His resurrection, in the
upper room where the disciples were assembled, "then came J esllS and
stood in the midst" (John xx. 19); and la-stly, seen of John in PatmoB,
walking" in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks." "In the midst
of the throne stood a Lamb, as it had been slain." Finally," In the
midst of the street of it (the heavenly city), and on either side of the
river, was there the Tree of Life, which barl3 twelve manner of fruits"
(Rev. xxii. 2). Is not this precious sentence redolent of Jesus, our
Prince ~ Like" the ointment of a man's right hand it bewrayeth it£elf."
Blessed assurance! When we go in to the inner court, He is there
in the midst' to commune with us, to lead our worship, respond to
petitions with royal bounty, "even to the half of the kingdom." " If
ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it." Oh for grace to use
His name freely and believingly, having access with boldness, then going
forth to carry a message from Him to others. Oh, if we could realize
more that He is in the midst, even of two, and in our tribulated
seasons, in the midst of the burning bush, preserving such
brambles as we are from destruction, " not consumed," but
realising "the goodwill of Him that dwelt in the bush!"
Who would not often go in where the Prince shall go in also ~ If there
were faith in this. Word of God, surely our places of worship would
not have so many vacant seats; nor would a trifling excuse keep
many away, if invited to meet the Prince of Wales; how much more
to go in with the frince of the kings of the earth! Then, too, how
cheerfully, willingly should we go forth in His name, assured of His
presence. "In the midst of thee is mighty; He will save." His arm
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is revealed to us to lean upon; His strength made perfect in weakness;
and "forasmuch as ye know that your labour shall not be in vain in
the Lord," some fruit to'life eternal must be the result of the weakest
effort to please Him and be a blessing to others. "And, when they
go forth, He shall go forth! "
Most gracious Prince! cause us to know Thy loving-kindness, and
to apprehend Thee continually in the midst until we see Thee in the
midst of the throne, and enjoy Thy unveiled glory with Thee for ever!
Leicester.
MARy.
(To be continued,)

A WORD BY THE WAY.
My Bible opens this evening at the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah; at the
tenth verse I read, "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath
no light ~ " I am reminded of an "extract" by a deal' friend now in
glory, which may be a comfort to some of my fellow readers if. room
can be found for it. It is as follows:"There are many circumstances in the history of God's people
which are to them dark and painful, in which they seem to be left
in a state of perfect desolation. They look, as Job says, to the right
hand, but they cannot see Him; to the left hand, but they cannot
behold Him; before, but they cannot reach Him; behind, hut they
cannot perceive Him. God is moving in a mysterious way. And to
what conclusion does Job come ~ •But He knoweth the way that I
take." Although I cannot see the footsteps of the Lord, as He plants
them mysteriously in the mighty deep, yet He sees my footsteps
- ' He knoweth the way that I take,' He watches over me though
I cannot see Him; and, when His time arrives, I shall come forth
as gold; when He shall have dealt with me according to His inscrutable wisdom and mysterious pleasure, I shall find a blessed result,
that He has not left me, that He has been watching over His gold,
till it should come forth in brightness, to the praise of the glory of
His own great name. We find further there is an express promise
made which involves the fact, that the child of God may be walking
in darkness, and having no light, and yet God may be so near him
as an upholding God, as never for one moment to have forsaken him,
never for one moment to have left him to himself. • Who is among
you that feareth the Lord ~ , Observe, He is speaking of His own
people, who have been brought to a' knowledge and reverence of His
name; • that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant;'
who is a regenerate child of God, and yet' walketh in darkness and
hath no light,' no beams of consolation, no witnessing of the Spirit
with his spirit. Yet what is he to do ~ 'Let him trust in the name
of the Lord, and stay upon his God.' He is his God still; God puts
Himself into his possession; 'stay .upon his God.' That God supports
him in the darkness as much as in the light; God is the same un·
changing, faithful God, who, in every scene of his existence, is watching the path of His child, even when that child is unable to recognise •
the footsteps of His God."
V. P. H.

92

The Gospel M agaz£ne.
PASTORAL

NOTES.

DIVINE OMNISCIENCE.

,e YOU?' Father lcnoweth."-MATTHEW vi. 8.
ONE of the closest and most abiding relationships of human life is
that of a father, and one of the sweetest thoughts which we can
entertain of the Lord J ehovah is that -of Him as our Father. We
should perhaps scarcely have ventured to think of Him or to speak
of Him as such, if we had not been expressly taught and encouraged
to do so in His Word; but having been so taught and encouraged,
we may rejoice thus to think and speak of Him. Is it not sweet to
be able to look around and above us at His wonderful works of
creation, and to think, "My Father made them all ~" Is it not
sweet to muse upon the sea of life, with all its. storms, its difficulties,
its perplexities, and its dangers, and to think, "My Father is at the
helm ~" And if it be thus sweet to think of Him as our Father by
creation-for "It is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves "is it not sweeter still to be able to think of Him as our Father by
adoption and grace, and to know that we may address Him, and
approach very near to Him, as children who are accepted in the
Beloved, and who are reconciled to Him by His own dear Son 1
It is remarkable to observe that whilst the word "Father" is used
as applying to God ten times in the Old Testament, it is used thus
no fewer than two hundred and forty-nine times in the Jew Testament;
showing how much more clearly and fully God has been revealed to
us as our Father under the New Testament dispensation than He was
under the Old Testament dispensation.
We have just passed over the threshold of another year. Oh,
that all tpe dear readers of our Family Magazine may experience
and realize during this year, more than ever before, what an unspeakable privilege is this relationship; remembering what it includes,-un.
failing love, deepest interest, provision, protection, guidance, training,
assistance in every time of need, compassion, forbearance, and preparation for and admittance to His eternal kingdom and glory. Oh, to
enjoy a realization of this relationship from day to day. The author
of some of our well-known hymns writes: "When we are full of this
view of God, not a day goes by without our detecting something
fatherly in Him which we never observed before. Everything about
us alters by degrees. Duties grow into privileges, and work becomes
rest. It is as if earth were making itself into heaven. Life is another
being when we have found out our Father; and if we work, it is
beneath His eye, and if we play, it is in the light and encouragement
of His smile."
"Your Father lcnoweth." What does He know ~ We believe that
He is. omniscient" that He knows all things. This was the belief
of the Psalmist; he says, in the 139th Psalm, "0 Lord, Thou hast
searched me and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising; Thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest
my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
For there is not a word in my tongue, but 10, 0 Lord, Thou knowest
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it altogether. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me."-Is it not
also too wonderful for us ~-" I cannot attain unto it." Our Father
then knoweth.
I.-Our Needs. This is the principal thought connected with the
words before us. "Your Father knoweth what things ye' have need
of before ye ask Him." He knows all our needs whatever they may
be; He is perfectly acquainted with them all j temporal needs, spiritual
needs, needs for ourselves individually, and needs for those who are
near and dear to us; needs for time, and needs for eternity. He
knows them all, and He is abundantly able to supply them all, out of
His own infinite fulness. Yet He wishes us to tell Him of them,
and to ask for their supply. Asking tests our faith, and shows our
sense of need j asking tests our ealllestness, and is a confession of
dependence. And if a loving Father knows all His children's needs,
and is fully able to supply them, .may we not be perfectly sure that
He is willing to do so ~ Undoubtedly. In His own time and way
the promise is, and will be fulfilled, "My God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in gloty by Christ Jesus." "Ask, and
ye shall receive; seek, and ye shaH find j knock, and it shall be opened
to you." He knoweth alson.-Our Futwre. We do not know it; we cannot tell what a day
may bring forth. We look back upon the past, and we know what
has happened to us in it, but we look forward to the future as a qlank.
It is to us an unwritten record, and an utter uncertainty, irrespective of
Divine assurances and promises. We do not know whether this year,
upon which we have so recently entered, is to bring to us prosperity or
adversity, joy or sorrow, pleasure or pain, safety or danger. But our
Father knows all about it, and therefore He can prepare us for what.
ever it brings. If sorrow is to come, He can so order and arrange it,
and prepare us for it, that it may come upon us not with the thunder
of an avalanche, but with a gentle and harmless touch. If prosperity
is to dawn upon us, and our sanguine hopes and expectations are
to ,be fulfilled, He will take care that they are accompanied by some
counter-balancing weight which will prevent it from puffing us up with
pride, or doing 'us some grievous injury. Hence all will and must be
well. Whatever the future. brings"It can bring with it nothing
But He will bear us through."

May we not, then, cheerfully and believingly say"E'en let the unknown to-morrow
Bring with it what it may?"
To some the future may appear to be extremely dark; black clouds may
seem to be looming on the horizon, and storms gathering all ready to
break overhead; but, beloved, perhaps they only exist in our imagination, and they may never really come to us at all. Yet even if they
do come, He who describes Himself to be "a hiding-place from the wind,
and a covert from the tempest," will so shelter and shield us, that they
will pass by without injuring us, and perhaps even without inconveniencing us, in the slightest degree. He will hide us from their fury
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in the hollow of His hand; He will secrete us in some refuge, like
Elijah in the cave at Horeb; and whilst the tempest passes by, or when
it has passed, we may be privileged to hear His own sweet" still small
voice," saying, "It is I; be not afraid." Again, our Father knowethIIl.-Our Weakness, Temptations, and Dangers. These the true
child of God fears more than anything else. He may be naturally of
a timid disposition, and fear temporal danger and death; or he may
be of a very:sensitive disposition physically, and shrink from bodily
suffering; he may be afraid of human foes, and of the revilings and
cruel words and deeds of men; but he is probably far more afraid of
being overcome by temptation, and falling into sin, of dishonouring
his profession, and of grieving the Holy Spirit. Probably he has learnt
by bitter experience his own weakness; he has found out how utterly
unable he is to resist the great tempter and his temptations by
himself; and he has learnt the constant need which he has of the
cry, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall'be safe." But our Father know-eth
all about this. He knows exactly what our weakness is, and the
power of temptation; He knows that if we are to be finally victorious,
it must undoubtedly be by means of His strength, His Almighty help,
His protecting arm, His preserving care, and His allwise direction.
.And consequently not unto us shall the glory be, but all to Him.
How reassuring then are the words, "God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the
temptation make a way for escape, that ye may be able to bear it;" and
"He is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." Our Father
also knowethIV.-Ou1' Heart-longings and our Heart-sorrmcs. Who can fathom
the deep longings of the human heart 1 Are they no an evidence
of immortality ~ Why should we possess longings and desires which
this world can never satisfy, if it were not our Father's intention that .
they should be satisfied in another-a better and a brighter-world ~
He knows those deep longings, He perceives those de irea, and we are
told, "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness." Our heart-sorrows too, He knows them well; the burdens
of the soul, the heavy weights which crush our spirits, and wring from
us the unuttered cry, the sigh, the tear; He is fully aware of them
all. He said of His people Israel, when in Egypt, "I know their
sorrows," and He may fully say it of His people now. And one
of the greatest joys of His loving heart we may suppose will be, to
assuage those sorrows, to check those sighs, to wipe away those tears,
and to fulfil His own gracious and wonderful promise, "As one whom
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort Zion."
A young pastor, who has lately gone out to Australia, and been
placed iu charge of an extensive district there, writes home describing
the severe trials which the settlers in that part of that great continent
are now experiencing, in consequence of a prolonged drought. The
drought has continued for four summers, and in consequence of it the
settlers have lost the greater part of their crops and of their cattle,
and they have the greatest difficulty in endeavouring to save the
remainder. Their land is parched and dried up almost like a desert.
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But in one locality, all through this long-continued drought, one
stream has not ceased to flow. Whilst other streams have wholly
failed, this one has flowed on the same as ever. How precious must
its waters be! and how fortunate are the settlers who live near it, or
through whose fields and gardens it flows. Beloved, such is our
Father to His children; an infinite source of endless blessings, a
perennial stream, whose waters cannot possibly fail. And not a little
stream, such as we have alluded to, which a child can wade through,
and which can easily be measured; but a mighty river, whose depth
and breadth are immeasurable, and which shall flow on through
eternity, satisfying the thirst of His people, and making them happy
and fruitful for ever.
"See the streams of living waters,
Springing from etel'llal love,
Well supply Thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove;
Who can faint whilst such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,
Never fails from age to age."
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
A FEW REQUESTS TO THE DEAR READERS OF THE
"GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
LET us be much in prayer for our beloved Editor in this new year.
Let us pray that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured out upon him
in Pentecostal measure, that God's Word may have free course and be
glorified, and that the Lord's servant may have grace to be more faithful than ever in these solemn days: that he may always :find within
himself an everlasting spring, making him faithful to the Lord, and
.abounding in labours for Him; and that when his sun is set and work
done, he may rest in the bosom of his precious Redeemer. Let us also
pray (God willing) that he may be strengthened in body, so that he may
be enabled to feed the sheep and lambs with the sweet and unadulterated
-Gospel of the grace of God.
Let us, finally: be much in prayer for one another, that our. gracious
and Covenant God and Father in Ohrist would teach us more than ever
to practise His new commandment: "As I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if
ye have love one to another" (John xiii 34, 35). Oh let us imitate the
love of the early Christians in the time to come.-" A Little One."
"I THE Lord will water it every moment." In our regeneration a
-divine principle is implanted in us, or a spiritual nature bestowed on
us, capable, indeed, of growth, yet, if left to itself, would wither and
die. It wholly depends on continual influences from God both for
its support and growth; and the daily supplies of the Spirit, here
called waterings. are the cauSe of that support and growth.-Rev. J.
BP:I'ridge,

1

96

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

'strm.O'ns nnb'

~.O'hs

.0'£ 'strtn.O'ns.

SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON.
BY THE LATE REV. J. A. WALLING ER, OF BRIGHTON.

"Looking unto Jeslts the Author and Finisher of O1tr faith: who for the
ioy set befol'e Him endured the cross."-HEBREWS xii. 2.
THERE are several important points brought before us in these words,
which, under the Spirit's teaching, may be made profitable to us.
Eve::y word of this sentence js worth gold, and contains a golden
sentIment.
To begin, let us notice-I. clause, Cc Looking unto Jesus," and that
were enough for a dozen discourses. The experience of this is given
to every Spirit-taught child of God. So you have no need to be
told what it is, but only reminded afresh, as it were, of your privilege. He has taught you your need of it, your nothingness without
it, your all-sufficiency with it. The Apostle Paul could say, "We are
not sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves." I am
sure you have learnt this, if you have learnt anything. So you have
found God all-sufficient. Perhaps it is the experience of some here,
nay, of all here taught of God, that you do not find an all-sufficient
God at all times, though you know He is all-sufficient for all His
people and all their wants; but it is one t.hing to know this in the
abstract, and another to enjoy it in the experience. A child of God,
when left to vile, wretched, evil, sinful self, does not find God then
all-sufficient, though He is so, No. He feels then conscious that he
deserves to burn in hell for ever; that I. it is of the Lord's mercies he
is not consumed." Aye, the poor soul shall have nothing to boast of
'before the Lord; therefore, he shall find it all comes from an allsufficient God, So you must be brought to look unto J esllS for all
supplies. Like the poor prodigal, the Lord's people find hey have
spent all, and therefore come to Him as poor bankrupts, as poor
debtors, as poor and miserable, and blind and naked, and of such
He says, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out."
Thus the Lord's people must be brought to simple dependence upon
Him for all; and, therefore, it is in His wisdom He keeps them short
and low, and poor, For this reason the Lord said to His disciples,
'c After this manner, pray ye: Give us this day our daily bread."
Not
for a month-a year-or our life-but, day by day. Some are kept
low in temporal things, and thus are driven to Jesus for daily supplies.
The Lord hath in all times His poor in the land, and He will keep
them low in providence that they may live upon Him, and get all from
Him, and so know what it is in every respect to be kept looking to
Jesus.
n. Notice Jesus as "the Author and Finisher" offaith-the Originator of faith. He who hath provided faith for the whole election of
grace: the Administrator of faith-having decreed that salvation should
be all, of, and by faith, that it might be by grace; and thus designed,
in His infinite wisdom, that it should be of faith; and that faith

.
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originating in Himself as the Author, therefore, it is called" the gift
of God." Mark, then: in putting these scriptures together-Faith,
the gift of God, and Jesus, the Author and Finisher of faith,-a testimony to the Divinity of Christ. If Jesus be the Author of faith, then
none can have it out those to whom He gives it. He must originate it
-drop it into the soul, and give the faculty of faith. Hence it is
called the faith of God's elect, because it is a Divine gift to the elect.
Faith is represented in Scripture by all the natural senses, by hearing,
seeing, feeling, tasting, smelling. The soul is represented as smelling
the sweet sacrifice of Christ; being brought to the door of the spiritual
temple, he sees the Victim slain, and smells the sweet incense of
Christ's work, and finds peace and joy in believing. But Jesus is the
Originator, the Author, the Finisher, the Giver, the Doer of all this
in His family-':"'the chosen people-His elect. Have you realized
these precious titles ~ Then you are hid in the hollow of His hand,
you are wrapped in the everlasting arms-none shall pluck you thence.
What a blessing it is if you can look to Jesus as the Author and
Finisher of your faith. If you have felt what a vile wretch you are;
if you have ever been made to wonder you are out of hell, then you
must have blessed God that Jesus is the Author and the Finisher of
your faith. This is a most important declaration; Jesus the Author
of faith: we see then its security-it is not in ourselves, but in
Him.
We see, further, that it is not by works or merits; it is a Oovenant
mercy- a Covenant gift-and where given it is the earnest of salvation.
By giving faith He manifests His purpose of saving you, "receivinl!:
the end of your faith, even the salvation of your soul." The' Lord
give you to receive this blessed end in and by faith., Jesus is the
Author and Finisher of faith in the abstract. He it is who preserves
and maintains it in the soul so that it shall not utterly fail, as He
said to Peter, "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not;" and
I believe that prayer avails for every elect soul. The Lord here discovers Himself as the Author and Finisher, to show that faith "as a
grain of mustard seed" is as effectual with regard to the end, as
faith of the degree of Abraham-though sometimes Abraham's faith
was as weak as any of ours. But see, my friends, what a mighty
instrument it is-the wonderful things it can suffer-the wonderful
things it can do! So every soul is said to have "faith. according to
the measure of the gift of God." And we should be thankful for
any measure, as it does not depend upon the degree, but the nature.
Whether much or little, it is all the same as an evidence of salvation
-the quality and not the quantity being the great thing after allevery blessing being included in the gift of faith, and belonging as
much to little faith as to great faith; to the weak as well as the
strong. " All things are yours." Not in an equal degree of enjoyment; the difference in quantity having nothing to say to the quality.
And the fruits of faith are similarly proportioned-life producing life
-though differing it may be in degrees, though all the same in
nature. But one thing belongs alike to faith of all degrees, it desires
an increase. Why ~ because the soul has found the blessedness of
faith. He that hath a little wants more, he that hath more wants an
H
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increase; and it is a sweet consolation "that to him that hath shall
more be given, and he shall have an abundance."
Ill. point, That Jesus had a joy set before Him. Did He need
this prospect ~ Was He not blessed without it ~ Were not His
blessings confirmed to Him without. it, and was He not assured of
the pleasures at God's right hand for ever ~ We read in Proverbs viii.,
He "was set up from everlasting," a.nd then the joy set before Him
was the object of rejoicing; "His delights were with the sons of men."
Infinite wisdom devised a scheme whereby the attributes of God should
be called out into blessed relief, distinctly seen, and so glorified in
the sight of angels and men; and for the putting forth of His glory
fallen man was to be the subject of this grace, that "by the Ohurch
was to be known the manifold grace of God;" to bring out His great
salvation and to save His elect from eternal misery, because their
names were written in heaven, so that now who shall lay anything to
their charge ~ for He has made amends for all! Have you answered
that question ~ The whole Gospel is involved in that. The Prophet
says, His work was before Him, His reward was with Him. The
Apostle knew something of this, for he said His hope was laid up for
Him in heaven, and at the last would be taken down and handed to
Him. Here is the result set before us, set before Jesus as His glory,
His delight. It was His joy to undergo what He did. He longed to
pour out His soul unto death. It was His great object of contemplation and consolation. His offering up Himself to God. It was the
joy of the created intelligences, it was the joy of glorified saints.
Moses and Elias talked of His death: so that by the sufferings of the
Glory-man, the God-man, comes our peace and blessedness, and we are
partakers of the infinite joy at God's right hand. How then can
there be a difference in the joy and bliss of the saints, when it is all
infinite, and we know infinites admit of no degrees ~ Then what do
you mean by degrees of happiness ~ Is this joy set before you ~ How
do you bear your daily crosses, your domestic crosses, your household
crosses ~ Do you endm'e as seeing Him who is invisible ~ But I and
no more.

,"'

"

A DANISH HYMN.
EVER is my peril near,
Ever cometh grace to cheer;
Ever keenest tortm'es rend,
Ever Jesus is my Friend.

Joyful, woeful are my cries,
Now I fall, and now I rise;
Now I wrestle with nnrest,
Now lean on the S.lviour's breast.

Ever sin enslaves, ensnares,
Ever Christ my burden bears;
Ever tre:l.d I sorrow's way,
Ever, ever sing and pray.

Thus I grief and gladness link,
And the mystic cup I drink;
Sweet and bitter, bitter sweet,
Strange and dread, lift's contrasts meet.

But, 0 Christ, the more I weep,
Send the more faith strong and deep:
Sin may tempt and sorrow wail,
N ever let them, Christ, prevail.
_ H T1'ial and Faith."

!l
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THE FIERY FURNACE. *
WHERE the Lord begins a work of grace, secret trials and searchings
of heart will surely accompany God's life in the soul. Under the
law this command was given: "Everything that may abide the
fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean:
nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation" (Num.
xxxi. 23).
There was deep Gospel truth hid under this type,
which is revealed in the experience of the believer. Trials of soul,
body, and circumstances test the reality of a heaven-born faith,
however small; of the love felt, however little; and of the hope
given, however feeble. From Abel down to the last saint on earth,
this is the road the whole election of grace must travel. And all
for the lifting of Jesus on high. We read in the Epistle of Paul
to the Philippians this word: "For unto you it is given in the
behalf of Christ not only to believe, but to suffer for His sake;"
and this suffering includes all and everything that presses upon the
heart of a child of God, and produces sorrow of mind. In its
primitive sense, the Apostle wrote these words to encourage believers
to endure persecution arising from their confession of Christ, but it is
of equal application to all the family of God, to all the trials of the
wilderness, and all the heart-sorrows of the way. When called by
grace, the Lord's people have to. travel on a new line, so they must
part company with persons and things that once were their heart's
delight. The unsatisfying nature of all that surrounds them, when
the light of life breaks into the soul, is often the first secret trial to
a child of God. They pine for holiness, for the presence of Christ,
and for heaven. Their desire is to be carried in the arms of the
Good 'Shepherd, to be "dandled upon the knees," kissed with the
kisses of His mouth, listen to His voice, and realize His love.
These are the secret longings and wishes of the heaven-born child.
But the power of evil within, association with the world without,
the lawful and necessary 'Claims of time and duty-all these are
hindrances that produce trial to the heart without any outward
cross. The child of God, in early days, finds it hard work to live in
two worlds at the same time-an outer and an inner world-and
thus every member of the family, some way or other, comes to
prove at every step the truth of the Word, "Strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it."
"But," say Ilome, "is there not a time of exemption from thisa time of establishment, of rejoicing, of coming of age, of taking
possession of· the property promised to the saints ~ " Yes, truly,
there is; but this belongs to the spiritual kingdom that "suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force." But, when liberty and
enlargement are realized, the warfare with the world, sin, and
Satan goes on as fierce, and probably more fierce, than before.

* The Fiery Furnace, by the late Mrs. HOBLYN, forms No. 148 of the series of
.. Tracts for th~ People." It has just been issued for the first time, by Mr. J. C.
PEMBREY, Oxford.
H2
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Providences often clash with promises; earnest attempts to do right
often turn out wrong; buds of hope are blighted; or, just when the
field looks beautiful to the eye, the Harvestman puts in His sickle,
and down the crop falls, and only the stubble is seen. God's
people are not stoics; they have :affections that are sources of
afliiction while passing through the wilderness. Our Lord graciously
recognized the position of His people here below in these few but
expressive words, "These are in the world." This comprehends the
circumstances of their lot, the nature of their besetments, the
difficulties of their path, the weight of their cross, and the amount of
strength to carry it. "Known unto God are all His works;" and
the favour to the saints is, "All things work together for good to
them who love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose;" and, amongst the "all things," a prominent blessing is
trial.
'There are, amongst many others, three special benefits that God
makes use of through trial to convey to the saints. First, it leads
to prayer and intercourse with God. This is one notable use the
Spirit makes of the trials that attend the children of God in their'
wilderness course. Whether it be from earthly or spiritual sources;
whether the case be, "Sir, come down, ere my child die;" or,
"God be merciful to me a sinner;" heaven-born souls must cany all
their cases to God. The feeling is, "Lord, to whom else should we
go 1" and, whether in words or groans, sighs or tears, the trouble
must be told to God, whatever it may be; and herein is blessing,
apart from the answer, which may be long delayed. It brings the
child and the Father together, and there is unity between a bruised
heart and a crucified Saviour; there is intercourse between the Father
and the child.
.
A second benefit under trial is, a felt need of a word from the
Lord to support faith and encourage hope. When all refuge fails,
the soul looks to the Scriptures for comfort-not the cold, careless
duty of Bible reading, but as a matter of dire necessity. There is a
burden pressing that only One can remove; there is a void within
only One can fill up; and the Word is the medium of support, the
sweet source of consolation. The case is met in the Word. The
feelings are there described; the path is explained; the heart is
encouraged; the burden is lightened; and the testimony is in unison
with the royal Psalmist: "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path." But if, under trial, a special promise
be divinely spoken to the heart, this is a stronger support to the
soul. The word that comes with power from God will often be
carried in the hand of faith to God. When a "Thou saidst" is got
hold of through Divine gift, the cry often goes up, "Remember the
word unto Thy servant upon which Thou hast caused me to hope."
Amongst many other blessings, a third benefit bestowed upon the
Church of God through trial; separation from the world may be named.
The farther saints proceed on the up-line of a heaven-born religion, the
distance increases that separates them from the down-line of the world,
its ways, its'pleasures, its pursuits, its associations. The cry uttered by
the spouse suits the travellers to Zion: "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my
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soul loveth, where Thou feedest; where Thou makest Thy flocks to rest
at noon." The heart cries out for God, for the living God, and the living
soul desires fellowship with tbe Father, the love of Christ Jesus, and the
peace of the Holy Ghost. But these favours are not to be found in the
patbs of the destroyer, nor among boastful, unexercised professors, who
know no change, and scorn the tried, t.empted, and trembling believer.
But "to him that is afllicted, pity should be shown," and such find tbat
they must look to God for support and comfort while travelling the
solitary path marked out for them by Infinite Wisdom, for they will get
no sympathy from professor or profane. "The heart knows its own
bitterness," from whatever source it may spring; but there is healing in
the wood of the tree of life tbat makes the bitter waters sweet to the
child of God. It is sweet when the Spirit leads the heart to God by thfl
cords of love, while He gently draws it off from the world, puts a veil
over all that once occupied the affections, and makes the captive sinner
obedient to the Divine command, "Come ye forth, and be separate, and
touch not the llllc1ean thing." Such are Israelites indeed, to whom God
speaks now as He did of old by the prophet: "Thus saith the Lord, I
remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals,
when thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was not
sown" (Jer. ii. 2), and thus they learn the declaration in
Leviticus xx, 26.
But these are not idlers in Zion, as the world declares, who "fold
their hands, and do nothing." They are exercised in spirit; their aim
is to glorify God in their home and in their vocation; they desire to
walk according to the Gospel, and adorn it by an honest confession
of the truth as made known in their experience; and the. trials arising
from the opposition of the world, their evil nature, and Satan, make
them seek the company of the people of God, and withdraw from
voluntary association with those who feel no interest in things divine.
But this is, not in Pharisaic pride, which says, in effect, "Stand by
thyself; I am holier than thou." It springs from a sense of weakness;
from godly fear of being again entangled by the allurements of the
wOrld; from a heart in union with the mind of the Spirit, that says,
"Love not the world, neither the things of the world: if any man love
the world, the lo\;"e of the Father is not in him." Widely this differs
from monasticism, that flies from the duties and obligations of life,
owned· and honoured by the God·Man Mediator while here below, and
enjoined by precept and example in the Book of God. JOHN NEWTON,
of gracious memory, was wont to say, "If God sent an angel in human
Iorm to sweep a street crossing, the only apparent difference between
him and all other sweepers in London would be that the angel's work
was best done."
The usefulness of trials to the children of God was expressed
typically thus: "Everything that may abide the fire, ye shall make
it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be
purified with the water of separation"; and the promise to the Church
of God during this process in their time·state is of abiding efficacy:
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not \>verflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame
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kindle upon thee." The purifying and separating work on behalf of
the Ohurch before God are found in Ohrist alone, "For He hath
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin' that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him."
"And how are you getting on ~" was an inquiry to a poor woman
. "Very badly," was the reply, "Ill, very ill, in body; and often
tormented terribly in my mind."
. "How is that ~" was asked.
"I cannot say. .Tossed up and down-full of doubts and fearsSatan so busy putting all sorts of things before me; and he has great
opportunities; a sick bed and wakeful nights keep him at work in a
wonderful way with the mind. Often 1 rise up in bed and call out
quite loud, • Get thee behind me, Satan,' I feel him so close to me."
" Well, now, what do you do when you get into this low way ~"
"Why, 1 can do nothing," the poor old woman answered promptly;
., I can never help myself. 'Tis a fiery furnace."
"Then how is it you are helped ~ "
" Jesus steps in between me and Satan-that's the way; and you
may depend upon it there is no other way. People come here, and
they mean it kind, and they just talk to me as if I had all power
in heaven and earth-could have all I wanted-and shake off Satan
and give myself comfort; but 1 have not got it-I cannot do it-it
is beyond me, and 1 feel it more and more. When I want Jesus,
Jesus must come Himself; when 1 want to pray, He must give it;
when I want to have this lowness taken off my heart, He must do
it. I have got no power like to do anything, and it do fret me 80
when people come and talk to me the other way, as' if I had; I don't
know what to answer, but I know what 1 feel-l can't do none of it.
And then at times 1 am turned to the Lord in such a nice way, just
to tell Him what a poor helpless nothing I am, and then I am helped,
and I am comforted, and for that time I think surely the Lord will
save me. But I do not see my way clear at all times, and that
worries me; and then, when they tell me I can alter it, I feel so
cross and so desponding, for they ,are good people, and they mean
well; but they don't know my heart, and how useless it is to tell me
to do anything to better myself. They may do a great deal, but 1
cannot, so there 1 must leave it. 1 know 1 am very wicked, and I
know, as the hymn says,
'" None but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good.'''
Poor old thing, what a sermon she preached. Aa 1 beheld her, I
thought she was wiser than many of her teachers. Aged, bed-ridden,
suffering always in body, and oftentimes in mind, clouded in knowledge and troubled about the end, yet her conflicts and spiritual
difficulties betrayed the reality of her faith, the depth of her love,
and the soundness of her experience. "Many are the affiictions of
the righteous," and sorrow of mind and trouble of soul make up the
great tribulation through which all the children of God must pass.
Here. they see the Lord's delivering grace sooner or later-here 1 he
dross is separated from the fine gold-here they need the word of
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promise-and here the world is seen in its true light. In the fire of
adversity the best lessons are learnt, and to minister to tried souls in
. any way is a great ,favour. Help to the body is not forgotten by the
Lord. "Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of these, ye did
it unto Me," is blessed encouragement to show kindness and liberality
to the saints. But help afforded to the soul through God's pure
truth is the essence of charity; and to communicate God's truth, we
must know it for ourselves, have some experience of His dealiugs,
and realize a little of His lovingkindness.
"Then will I tell to Binners round,
What a dear Sa.viour I haTe found;
I'll point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God.'''
"IT IS I; BE NOT AFRAID."
GOD would not have the hearts of His people sink under any affiiction
or trouble. His disciples were in a great trouble; yet He encourages
them: "Be not afraid." "Fear not, thou worm J acob " (Isaiah. xli. 14).
"Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer" (Rev. ii. 10).
"Fear not, little flock" (Luke xii. 32). Thus God would steel the
hearts of His people against base fears; though their troubles be
great, yet He would not have their hearts to sink under them. And
that, first, because this is offensive to God. It is a great wrong we
do to God to suffer our hearts to be cast down in times of trouble.
You have a God who is able to relieve you be you never so low;
nay, a God that is willing to help you: for He is a God of mercy;
and all this mercy is for you. You have a God who hath purposed
to help you; He hath purposes of good from all eternity to you.
You have a God who hath promised to help you; how many promises
hath God made to you! Nay, and you have had experience of His
goodness both towards others and towards yourself; it hath been a
tried goodness, an experienced goodness. And, therefore, how do we
wrong God when we suffer our hearts to sink in the days of evil!
Christians should be tender of God's glory; you have need to take
heed of bringing an ill report upon God, as if He should not have
regard to help His own people. This gives occasion of hard thoughts
to the men of the world.
You have a tender expression in Ezra viii. 22: "I was ashamed
to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us
against the enemy; because we had spoken to the king, saying,
The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek Him;
but His power and His wrath is against all them that forsake Him."
Mark you here. He was in great strait; there was great danger;
he feared the enemy; yet he was ashamed to ask any help. Why?
because he had said to the king, "Certainly God will preserve His
own." And the king thought BO. And therefore lest he should any
way dishonour God, and give the king occasion to suspect that God
would not preserve them, he would rather venture all upon God in
danger than give the king such occasion of suspicion. Christians
should be tender of God's honour......Samuel Bolton, 1644.
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JOHN NEWTON, OF OLNEY.
(Concluded from page 29.)

WE here we present our readers with the last instalment of the interesting
letters of JOHN NEWTON, which, until now, have never appeared in any
religious publication. It has been gratifying to us to learn how much
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have appreciated these recentlydiscovered communications of God's honoured and faithful servant. Our
dear friends will, perhaps, the more fully value the precious documents
when they read the first of the following series of the Olney and
London letters to LORD DARTMOUTH, supplying, as it does, a
golden link between themselves and the dear author of the Ca1·diphonia.
It will be noted that NEWTON informs his noble patron it was in the
pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that the epistolary articles which he
afterwards issued in book form, under the title Catdiplwnia, first
appeared. We have referred to the letters and verified them in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE of 1771, 1772, and 1773, and in doing so have
experienced singular refreshing of sQul-the letter, "On Simplicity and
Godly Sincerity," which was published in these pages in the number
for October, 1772, being specially edifying. The excellent counsels on
"Controversy," which were published in the issue for October, 1771,
we also are led to value at a high price. It would be well were our
readers, who do not already possess copies of NEWTON'S Cardiphonia,
to obtain that instructive work, for, on its own lines, it may be termed
unique among England's Christian classics. Such a body of experimental
divinity is indeed worthy of the prayerful study of all who desire to
follow closely "the footsteps of the flock."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
Olney.-" This is our fair day, a day of great importance to the children in town . . . . On the evening of our fair-days
I usually preach, which I call opening my booth. Sometimes I invite
them to buy the truth or to come and see j sometimes I depreciate the
wares and objects of the fair, and endeavour to convince them that all
is vanity and vexation of spirit in comparison to what is set forth to view
and to sale, without money or price, in the ordinances of the Gospel;
but alas, I have the fewest spectators and the fewest buyers. A mountebank or a dancing dog can gather a crowd, but there are only here or
there one who have leisure or desire to attend to the things which belong
to their peace. But a few there are, and usually amongst them some
strangers whom the novelty of preaching at such a time, induces to come
and hear what the man has to say. For the sake of such, and with a
hope of being possibly useful to some poor soul, if but one, I began this
custom upon my first coming to Olney.
" It is probable your Lordship has received or will have seen a packet
of my letters. They were first published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, under
the signature 'OMICRON,' and are now collected in a small volume. I
just mention them to intreat your favourable acceptance, and shall be
glad if you think any of them worth your perusal. Many of them were
at first written in private correspondence, without the least thought,
at the time, of appearing in public; others were only put into an
epistolary form, as being the manner of writing to which I am most
accustomed.
'J My dear Mr. Cowper has left my house, and has been at home some
1774, June 29.
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'Weeks. He is in sonle respects better; his distress is not sO poignant as
formerly, and he is more attentive to what passes. His malady, how,ever, is not yet removed, but we have reason to hope the Lord is on his
way'to turn our mourning iJito joy."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1774, December 8. Olney.-" Mr. Cowper is much as he was."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1775, July I. OlneY.-" When we received the news of the late hostilities
'in the neighbourhood of Boston, I immediately proposed a meeting for
prayer extraordinary on a national account; it is on Tuesday mornings at
five o'clock, when we have from 100 to 150 people assemble. . . . . .
Will your Lordship permit me to sug~est that in this situation of thin~s,
it would, I am persuaued, be acceptable to many who fear God and love
their country, if a day of public humiliation were enjoined by authority."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.,
1777, March 3. Olney.-" Mr. Madan informed me a few [days] ago, that
he had visited unhappy Dr. Dodd three times at his desire, and that he
had hopes he was in a frame of spirit suitable to his situation. But an
-expression or two in his speech when upon trial (if genuine) and his
address to his friends in the last London Ohronicle, do not fully confirm
the hopes which Mr. Madan's account has raised in me. When I first
became acquainted with the religious world, Dr. Dodd seemed to bid fair
for being a useful minister of the Gospel. I know little of his history
since he was at West Ham; but I suppose the fear of men or the desire
of their favour, turned him from that good way in which he set out.
He loved the present world, and. alas! what has been the event."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1777, July 3. Olney.-" While I was writing the carrier brought me a
box in good time to thank your Lordship by this opportunity for the books,
which you may depend upon being carefully forwarded according to
direction, when we have read them, in which we will make all due dispatch.
Mr. Cowper joins me in thanking your lordship for the sight of them,
as also for the receipt, which had we possessed it sooner might have saved
the lives of some of my poor trees now, alas! almost eaten up by insatiable
insects."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1779, February 2. Olney.-" I have been busied of, late in transcribing
a volume of hymns, which is now almost ready for the press. A much
smaller proportion of them than I at first hoped for are my dear Mr.
Cowper's; the greater part will be my own. We had in view when we
commenced this design to erect and leave behind us a monument of that
intimate friendship in which the Lord had united us, as well as to
contribute to the comfort and edification of plain Christians. Had not
the mysterious wisdom and will of the Lord laid him aside by an
affecting indisposition, he would have probably furnished the chief
materials for this fabric, and the book might have been more worthy
the notice of the public. I long withstood the solicitations of friends to
print, in hopes of seeing him at liberty to retUl'n io the work, but as
that desirable hour is 1l0t yet arrived, I am at length compelled to
yield to send them abroad as they are. My chief motive for mentioning
this is to inform your Lordship and Lady Dartmouth that I shall take
the liberty to beg your acceptance of two copies when they shall appeal'
in print.", Seal.
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Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
Olney.-" I believe the hymn books I mentioned will
WalL upon your Lordship and Lady Dartmouth soon. They are in general
a portrait of my own exercises and experience, and therefore, I hope,
m.ay.not be unacceptable to those whose hearts are like mine. The preface
Will mform you what gave rise to the first thought of such a publication.
The Lord having been pleased to unite dear Mr. Cowper and me in
a very intimate friendship, we were willing to leave a monument of our
mu.tual regard by jointly composing a volume of hymns. The indisposition
whICh took place soon after prevented him furnishing the quota I wished
for, and after setting out a little way with him, I was forced to proceed
alone. The end, however, win be answered, though not in the manner
I had hoped."
Rev. J ORN NEWTON to thd EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1779, Angust. 13. O1ney.-" I hope the Olney hymn book waited upon
your Lordship in the course of the last month and might opportunely
serve as a testimony of my great regard when, for such impediments as
I. have formerly mentioned I was prevented writing at my accustomed
tIme, I need add nothing to what appears in the preface concerning the
occasion and design of this publication. Most of the hynms are copied
from the exercises of my own heart. . . . . It was my custom for
seve:al years to compose a new hynm weekly for our evening public
serVIce on the Lord's Day. I seldom attempted more, except at the
entrance of the New Years, and these in a course of time amounted to a
number sufficient to make a sizeable volume, including the few which my
dear friend had prepared before his illness."
The following three letters, it will be noted, are dated from London,
whither Mr. NEWTON removed from Olney on his being appointed to
the Rectory of St. Mary-Woolnoth, after sixteen years' faithful ministry
of the Gospel of God's grace in the Buckinghamshire curacy. Somehow one feels always more disposed to link the honoured name of
Christ's servant with Olney than with the Metropolis. Probably, the
reason is traceable to the immortal hymns with which the name of
the little country village where they were penned by NEWTON and
COWPER will, to the end of all time, remain associated.
~779, June 13.

Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1781; September 25. Hoxton.-" My dear friend Mr. Cowper, though
yet a stranger to personal comfort, has been so far at liberty as to
produce a number of poems sufficient to make a very sizeable octavo. If
I had not experienced much of the dilatory spirit of printers and booksellers, I should say they will Boon appear in that form, for they have
been sometime in the press. I doubt not but that they will entitle him
in the public judgment to rank among the best of the modern poets.
His principal pieces are all designed to illustrat.e and recommend the
grand truths of the gospel. He has assigned me the office of editor, and
the honour of introducing them by a preface. Thus, posterity shall know
that he numbered me among his friends."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1783, September 17. Hoxton.-" I spent near three weeks at Olney. I
was cordially received by the people. I think there is a better spirit
prevailing than when I saw them last. I hope Mr. Scott gains ground.
I was sorry to find him much afilicted with an asthma. He can sometimes
hardly breathe, and is generally forced to apply a blister on Sa.turda.y
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to enable him to speak and go through the services of the Sunday.
My dear friend Mr. Cowper 'is much as he was when I was with him
two years ago. Able to support general conversation with apparent
ease and cheerfulness, but the uncomfortable impression which has
been forced upon him of his own state as to spirituals remains in its full
strength."
Rev. JOHN NEWTON to the EARL OF DARTMOUTH.
1784, September 22. Hoxton.-" I durst not, therefore, upon my
principles have accompanied Mr. Lunardi in his late balloon expedition
I looked after him in his flight with a mixture of admiration and compassion. How great the hazard, how poor the motives. A strange
creature man is, his powers of invention, the ardour and enterprise of
his spirit bespeak his original, but the misapplication of his poweTs
loudly proclaim his depravity. He is continually making new discoveries, but to the need, and worth, and way of ~alvation he is blind
and insensible. If gain or the applause of his fellow creatures be his
prospect, he will venture the greatest risk, and expose himself to the
greatest hardship, but a happiness suited to his nature and the appro.
bation of God, are disrega.rded as trifles, unworthy of his pursuit. I
was glad to hear that Mr. Lunardi was again safe upon tm'ra. firma, but
I hear he is meditating a new excursion, and that many others, animated
by his success, are eager to follow his example. I fear this balloon
mania will not subside till some awful events put a stop to it. The
Philosophers, I am told, are sanguine in their expectations of making
this new art of flying more generally practicable, but I believe and hope
they will not succeed. We are bad enough already, but were it possible
for men to transport themselves at their pleasure through the air, how
greatly would the mischiefs and missions of human life be multiplied.
As the providence of God is concerned in all events, there must, I think,
be some ends to be answered by this discovery and these attempts in
the balloon way, but at present I can only moralize upon them. I
would learn, in the first place, not to be peremptory in determining
what is or what is not impossible. A while ago it would have been
thought impossible for a man to travel through the air. Many things
which at present appear equally inconceivable may in time be easy, for
who can say what secret powers may be in the course of nature. Tb e
effects of gunpowder and of electricity were unknown for ages. Agai.n,
I observe, how preposterous is the judgment of men; a person is talked
of and admired by thousands for venturing up with a balloon, though
it is a mere point of curiosity, not likely to be productive of any benefit,
while He who came down from heaven to dwell for a time with men, and
to die for them, is slighted and disregarded."
Thus terminates the recently disclosed correspondence between JOHN
NEWTON and the Ohristian NOBLEMAN, who was the instrument, in the
sovereign hands of the Lord, of introducing into the ministry of the
National Ohurch one of its brightest, best, and most devoted pastors.
It will be ninety years on the 21st of December next, since this
laborious servant of Ohrist entered into his blood-bought rest.
" Laborious" indeed! And not only so, but also richly fruitful in
those Gospel labours. For, through his means THOMAS SCOTT, the
Evangelical commentator, was led to Ohrist, as well as WILBERFO.aCE, the
champion of African freedom, who wrote the "Practical View of
Ohristianity," which brought LEGH RICHMOND (the author of the
"Dairyman's Daughter") into the ministry of the everlasting Gospel.
Yet, we must not overlook the primary link in God's wonderful
chain of providence-the instrumentality of that "lover of guod
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men "-the second EARL OF DARTMOUTH-to whom were addressed
the letters we have reproduced. It was he whose influence secured
the ordinatiun of JOHN NEWTON, and thus forwarded the great
Evangelical movement which originated during the latter part of the
eighteenth century. It was to this Christian nobleman that COWPER
referred when-in ,. Truth "-he penned those memorable lines" We boast some rich ones whom the Gospel sways,
And one who wears a coronet and prays;
Like gleanings of an olive tree they show
Here and there one upon the topmost bough."
One of the most appreciative and accurate sketches of the character
of NEWTON'S noble friend and patron may be fitly quoted here. Mr.
THOMAS WRIGHT, in his deeply interesting work-The Town of Cowper
(Sampson Low and Co.)-writes :-" The connection of the Rev.
JOHN NEWTON with LORD DARTMOUTH commences in 1759, when the
fo;rmer acquainted his lordship of his design of episcopal ordination.
FIve years later Mr. BROWNE, the vicar of Olney, removed to Morden
College, B1ackheath, in the vicinity of LORD D..utT:llOUTH'S seat, and
the curacy of 01ney was offered to Dr. HA-WEIS, who at the time
he declined it drew his Lordship's attention to NEWTON.
' How
much,' exclaims the author of the life of LADY HUNTlliGDO~, 'the
Church of Christ owes to this introduction, and his Lordship's kindness ! ' NEWTON had preached a good deal in Warwickshire and
Yorkshire, and, from his previous connection with the Dissenters and
Methodists, had been refused ordination by he ARCHBISHOP' of YORK.
LORD D..utTMOUTH, however, not only prevailed on Dr. GREL', Bishop
of Lincoln, to ordain him, but in a dozen other ways exhibited great
kindness towards him. . • . In June, 1766, his Lordship paid a 10Mexpected visit to Olney. 'It was a good time,' writes NEWTON.
'What do I owe the Lord for such countenance on my side !.'
Many distinguished leaders of the Evangelical party besides those
already named received great kindness from Lord DARTMOUTH.
ROMAlNE, in 1764 (shortly before he was inducted to the living of
St. Anne's, Blackfriars), was offered a living in the country; POWLEY
(who married Miss UNWIN) was, in 1771, through the interest of h~s
Lordship, presented to the living of Dewsbury, Yorkshire; SeoTT, III
1780, obtained the curacy of Olney, and, four years later, partly through
his Lordship's influence, was made chaplain of the Lock Hospital.
From what bas been said, it will be seen that the motive power
that brought NEWTON, COWPER, and SeoTT to Olney, was the EARL of
DARTMOUTH. He first appointed NEWTON to the curacy; and COWPER
and Mrs. UNWIN, solely because they had been used to Evangelical
preaching, and had heard of NEWTON'S excellence, left Huntingdon and
settled at Olney. His LORDSHIP and COWPER were schoolfellows at
Westminster, and sat side by side in the sixth form-and the former,
when he visited Olney, made a point of calling on the poet. . . .
NEWTON'S income at Olney was small, only £60 a-year, but as soon
as bis worth became known, his patron was ever reltdy to help him.
His LORDSHIP rebuilt the Vicarage, and he allowed NEWTON the use
of tbe Great House at Olney for prayer-meetings and lectures. It should
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also be mentioned that we frequently read of his 'sending considerable
sums of money for distribution among the poor and needy of the town;
nor do we doubt that, had not M:r. THORNTON'S munificence made
pecuniary help quite unnecessary, the noble EARL would have as readily
assisted NEWTON himself in the same way that he did so many other
excellent, though impecunious, ministers of the GospeL" This truly
noble English Ohristian was undoubtedly raised up by God to be a
nursing father in the cause of Evangelical truth at a ,period when it was
peculiarly necessitous. Such another was the godly OOUNTESS of H UNTINGDON. "They of Omsar's household," when" the Lord hath need"
of them, are never lacking. Joseph of Arimathrea, though long hidden,
was ready to the Divine hand when the appointed moment arrived for
his service, just as the tomb in his garden was already hewn, and near
by Oalvary, when the body of our 3.dorable Redeemer had to be laid
among the ricb, according to the prediction of the Prophet Isaiah.
The Editor cannot close this series of chapters on the correspondence
of NEWTON'S with LORD DARTMOUTH without making reference to a little
volume which some years since was presented to him by a much-loved
member of Mary-le-port congregation-a copy of the Olney Hymns,
containing an inscription in JOHN NEWTON'S own handwriting. The entry
on the fly-leaf is as follows :-" To dear Mrs. RING, of Reading, from
the Author, a peppercorn token of his affectiou for her, and his obligation
to her, 15 July, 1797." The title-page shows the edition (the sixth) to
have been issued in the same year as the presentation-1797. Preceding
the page bearing the inscription, above quoted, are found the following
entries :-" This precious little book was in use during the Rev. J.
NEWTON'S annual visits to us, with which we were favoured for several
successive years on his way to Portswood Green, the seat of
W. TAYLOR, Esq., whom he dearly loved." In apparently the same handwriting, there is added :-" Some persons hold large estates, or
privileges, by the tenure of a peppercorn, or some such trifle, paid
annually. I am glad when I can offer a peppercorn by way of thanks
for your great and long continued kindness to me and mine.-Newton's
Letters, page 179. To Mrs. T." This very precious copy of the Olney
Hymns contains NEWTON'S original preface, dated, "Olney, Bucks,
February ] 5, 1779," and signed by himself. Several memoranda
appear in the margins of the book, evidently with reference to
contemporaneous correspondence. One of these is identified with
NEWTON'S lines on the cc. Power of Prayer":"In themselves, as weak as worms,
How can poor believers stand,
When temptations, foes, and storms
Press them close on every hand?"
The memorandum is_cc Vide Letter, August 24, '97." A similar note
is found linked with NEWTON'S verses entitled, "Praise for the
Oontinuance of the Gospel," the last verse of which, our readers may
remember, runs« Though to our lot temptations fall,
Though pain, and want, and cares annoy;
The precious Gospel sweetens all,
And yields us med'cine, food, and joy."
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The next hymn, bearing the title, "A Famine of the Word," has a
marginal alteration in its seventh stanza, changing "OIney" into
" Reading," in evident allusion to Mr. N EwrON's profitable ministrations
at the latter place during his annual visit to his Berkshire iriends. The
verse, as it is printed, stood"The Gospel, and a praying iew,
Our bulwark long have proved;
But. Olney, sure the day will rue,
When these shall be removed."
The word "OIney" is pencilled out in the verse, and the word
"Reading" is inserted in the margin. Mrs. RING and others, it is
clear, held the testimony of the Gospel oi the free and sovereign grace
of God, as maintained by their faithful friend from Olney, in very high
esteem. Possibly, the foregoing iacts may come under the eye of some
descendant of the godly hostess of Mr. NEWTON at Reading, in which
case we shall be grateful to obtain further particulars of this sanctified
friendship. "The memory of the just is blessed."
THE PORTRAIT..:....-THE REV. JO EPH DUNNE.
THE dear brother whose portrait is published this month was a fellow
candidate with us at the ordination of the late honoured BISHOP OF
CARLISLE-Dr. WALDEGRAVE-in the year 1863. His. love of the truth
of' God drew us together during the sacred days we spent at Rose
Castle, and when we separated we entered into an arrangement to pray.
ior each other on Saturday evenings, in prospect of the morrow's
ministerial labours. That agreement we have been enabled to carry
out for nearly thirty-iour years.. Two other brethren in the Lord
joined us-one oi w,hom, the beloved Rev. FREDERIC TUGWELL, father
of the present Bishop in Western Equatorial Africa, no longer
needs our intercession. His faithful labours and clear Gospel ministry
have terminated, and he has heard the Master's welcome, "Well
done!" At the time of our forming Mr. DUNNE's acquaintance, in
Cumberland, he filled the curacy of Wigton. Subsequently he proceeded to Nottingham, where he held the chaplaincy of the local
Union till the year 1871, when he was appointed to the Vicarage of
Gawcott, in Buckinghamshire. This charge he held for three years.
His next sphere of labour was St. Mary's, Wakefield. After seven
years' active service in that populous Yorkshire town, he accepted his
present preferment-the rural parish of Leake, in the county of
Lincoln. During the sixteen years of his ministry in this place (the
population of which is under 2,000), Mr. DUNKE has been invited to
occupy Evangelical pulpits in various parts of England. On more
than one occasion he has taken charge of the important congregation
worshipping at Clifton Parish Church, in the absence of the Rev.
NEVILE SHERBROOKE, where his powerful, truthful sermons have been
deeply valued, the large building being at times crowded to its full
extent. In doctrine our dear brother is clear and sound, while a
m'ellowness of experience adds a sweet savour to a~l his addresses.
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He has been heard at the Clifton Conference with much acceptance,
and the Conference Sermon preached by him at the Memorial Church,
Clifton, in 1895, on the words, "He hath remembered His Covenant
for ever, the Word which He commanded to a thousand generations"
(Psalm cv. 8), will not soon be forgotten.
~ ~Mr. DUNNE wields the pen of a ready writer, and has contributed
to the press many Biblical articles. Each month a carefully prepared
medita.tion on some passage of Holy Scripture, bearing his name,
appears in the pages of the Railway .Signal-a journal published in
the spiritual and moral interests of the vast army of railway officials
in all parts of the kingdom. We append an example of these valuable
papers at the conclusion of our sketch, wishing God's faithful servant
every covenant blessing, both in his soul and in his service. The
subjoined article was published in the Railway Signal of November last.
"ALL FULNESS.)J
(CoLOssrANs i. 19.)
I TRUST some of th6 readers of "The Signal have found the study of
the" Alls " of Holy Scripture, I have called their attention to, helpful.
The present paper on "All" perfection of our great and gracious
Saviour, ought, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, afford much
spiritual comfort to His true followers. I propose, if the Lord will,
in the December issue of The Signal, to close this chapter of precious
" Alls" with a paper on the " All Joy" there is in the Lord Jesus
for every child of God-indeed, a "Fulness of Joy" (Psalm xvi. 11).
That is a most wonderful statement of the purpose of God, consummated
by the indwelling of Christ in the soul. "That ye might be filled
with all the falness of God" (Eph. iii. 19). The fulness of God is such
a measure of perfection as God hath appointed to everyone of His
people through Christ.
I.-The fulness of Christ is the infinite treasure of grace and mercy
with which He was filled (see Col. i. 19; Eph. i. 23; John i. 16).
The Holy Spirit, and grace and "More Grace," are in the believer
by participation; that is, through his union with the Lord Jesus
Christ. So that the true Christian is "full in the fulness of Christ."
A simple illustration may help to make this dear. The moon hath
her light from the sun; the Jiver its water from the fountain. The
moon may be full of light, hut the sun, the source of her light, is
more full. Rivers may be overflowing with water, but the sea is
more full.
n.-God states that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
ALFORD says, "With a bodily manifestation."
All the
bodily.
attributes of God are in Christ really, essentially, and personally.
Almighty power, infinite wisdom, holiness, mercy, compassion, love, and
truth. The events in our blessed Lord's life fully establish the truth
of these statements. Let us notice:lIl.-The raising of the dead to life (John xi. 43, 44). Giving
sight to the blind (Luke xviii. 42). Cleansing the leper (Matt. viii. 3).
Revealing the exact particulars about the finding of the colt our Lord
nebded for His entering into Jerusalem (Matt xxi. 2). Knowing the
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thoughts in the mind of His enemies (Matt ix. 4). Telling Peter, or
warning him, of Satan's evil purpose concerning him (Luke xxii. 31).
In a word, the blessed Saviour's holy life, meritorious death, and
victorious resurrection, all of which are the seals of His ministry, and.
evidences of His Divine character and mission. We see the truth of Dean
ALFORD'S reading of the text-the" bodily manifestation" of the Redeemer's
infinite fulness. Note(a) "All" Love in Him. The source and spring of all love in His
people.' Love creating love, and the love wherewith He is loved.
The Word of God reveals that that love is sovereign, unchangeable,
inconceivable, indescribable; the two former are from the Old Testament, and the two latter from the New Testament.
(b) "All" light in Him, the "Light of Life:" its function being,
that the light from the fulness of the Saviour is manifesting, guiding,
comforting, indistinguishable. May the readers of The Signal experience
these great gifts of love and light! They will then know what to do,
and have the power to do it. This reminds me of a good suggestion
by our worthy secretary in The Signal of -last month, that a grflat
effort should be made to very largely increase the circulation of The
Signal. This would be the means, under God's blessing, of doing
much real good. Will all dur friends enter upon this service 1 I am
sure that if they will, the power to do so is at hand, and much
blessing will follow such a "work of faith and labour of love."
(c) "All" liberty we have in Him. There is here a precious
fulness in Christ, and that for all His people. The command is,
"Stand fast, therefore, in .the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us
free" (Gal. v. 1). "Made free" for service, testimony, and fruitfulness. From His fulness "constant successions of grace" (ALFORD: St.
John i. 16).
flee this truth illustrated from the Word, as follows :(1) Liberty or Fl·eedom. From the CUl'se of the law (Gal. iii. 13).
(2) From the Dominion of sin (Rom. vi. 14).
(3) From the POVJer of Satan (Acts xxvi. 18).
(4) From the Impotency of Moml infirmities (2 John v. 7, 8).
(5) From the Danger of following the teaching of Man (2 Peter
i. 19.21; Psalm cxix. 105).
(d) "All" expectation through Jesus Christ. The child of God's
portion in this life from the "all fulness" of Christ is exceeding large;
given to him" richly to enjoy." But who can speak of the greatness
of the treasure the believer holds by faith? The Holy Spirit, who is the
Giver of the former, He only can discover to us the latter. "God
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit" (see 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 12).
There is the second coming of the Master; and the believer being then
,e like Him," in order that he may" see Him a-s He is." The Lord's
" Satisfaction" in that day, as revealed by Isaiah, being with Christ in
His Home and seeing His" Beauty," and rejoicing in "His Glory." All
this creates in the Christian a blessed expectation in Christ at His coming.
IF we have high thoughts of self, we shall have low thoughts of
Christ.-Romaine.
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WAS PETER EVER AT ROME~ 'l(.
As to the question whether Peter was ever at Rome, the Roman claim
is that he suffered martyrdom there with Paul, after a Pontificate of
twenty-five years. This would be from A.D. 41 to 66. But note :1. In 44 he was imprisoned in Jerusalem (Acts xii.)
2. In 52 he was at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts xv.)
3. In 53 Paul joined him at Antioch (Gal. ii.)
.
4. In 58 Paul wrote to the Romans, but does not mention him. In
'i. 11, he wants to impart special gifts; and in 1. 15 he is ready to
preach again there. He sends greetings to twenty-seven persons, but
none to Peter.
5. In 61 Paul is conveyed a prisoner to Rome, and certain brethren
go to meet him, but not Peter.
6. At Rome he writes to the Galatians, and mentions Peter, but
not as being there, or as having been Pontiff there for twenty
years.
7. The Epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon,
were all written from Rome; but while others are mentioned as
sending messages, or as being associated with him, Peter is never
once mentioned.
8. From Rome also Paul's last letter is written (the second Epistle
to Timothy); he says," At my'first answer no man stood with me,
but all men forsook me" (2 Tim. iv. 16).
So that if Peter were
Bishop of Rome he enjoyed an immunity which was not accorded
to Paul; and is guilty of having forsaken the Great Apostle. ,
9. And finally.. in this very Epistle, written from Rome immediately
before his martyrdom, he says, "Only Luke is with me" (2 Tim. iv. 11).
This is conclusive,
So that Paul had written to Rome; he had been in Rome; and
at the end he writes from' Rome; and not only never once mentions
Peter, but emphatically, at the last moment, declares, "only Luke is
with me."
Peter, therefore, was never· Bishop of Rome.
THOUGHTS AT THE COMMEMORATION OF THE LORD'S
SUPPER, JANUARY 3RD, 1858.
'TIS I am the vilest of Adam's lost race,
'Tis I, the great trophy of God's sovereign grace;
To tell of His love, my soul, ever try,
And sound aloud praises to Jesus most high.
Yes, sweet hallelujahs for ever proclaim,
To a Triune Jehovah-Amen, and Amen.
Hastings.
L. E. L.

* This excellent article, reprinted from Things to Come, may be hld in leaflet
form from G. Stoneman, 39, 'Warwick LaIfe. Price Is. per 100; post free, Is. 2d.
I
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THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.
PART IV.
LAST month we promised our readers a selection from the precious
and very extensive private correspondence of God's dear handmaid-a
promiEe which we proceed to fulfil. The difficulty of making a selec. tion is, however, considerable, for each letter seems to contain some one
or more valuable points which we would fain reproduce. The number
of communications entrusted to us by the friends of dear Mrs. HOBLYN
is too great to allow of our utilizing them everyone. We do not
propose to adopt chronological order in printing the letters, and, on
the whole, we think it wisest and best to withhold the names of
their recipients. This decision will, we trust, be appreciated by our
kind friends. V,re are confident, from our knowledge of the Lord's
dear servant, that the minimum of personality introduced into any
relation of the incidents of her life would have been most agreeable to her.
The reader of the subjoined correspondence will, we are sure, be
struck with the originality, freshness, and vigour of many of the
thoughts recorded in it, and will also soon find himself placed under
obligation to Mrs. HOBLYN'S ready pen by the helpful light it often
throws on passages of God's Word. She was a keen observer of the
perilous times in which we live. Her criticisms of religious teachers,
and of the modern religious methods adopted in the Churches,
give abundant evidence of that fact. Any religious work or teaching
which reflected on the sovereignty of the grace of God met 'with
unqualified condemnation at her hands, while the feeblest manifestations
of the presence and operations of the Holy Spirit were treated with
gentleness, and were encouraged after the model and mind of Christ.
The letters cover a great variety of topics, and extend over very many
years.
The following examples are given as a first instalment of the correspondence. Others shall, God willing; follow.
LETTERS.
[1883.J
My DEAR FRIEND IN THE LORD,-Many thanks for your ietter and
little book, which I value, as your father's name and writings are
still blest to the people of God, "as a wise ma.ster builder. " We
live in days of solemn declension from truth and vital godliness.
The country is flooded with a spurious Evangelicalism in Church and
Dissent, that make the people of God stand apart from what i
called religion. But when I look into my Bible I see that this is no
new thing. The two seeds are to grow together till the time of
harvest, and then is to be the final and eternal separation. God's
decrees our prayers cannot alter, but God graciously gives a spirit
of prayer to ask for what He designs; and who can tell what
.blessings may ensue from .your meeting on the 16th of Apri11 The
date is associated in my mind with a deep loss and blessed gain.
My parable ,I will explain. I lost a loving and loved father on
that day; but the Lord turned my sorrow into joy, by giving me
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on the following morning the secret spirit 01 adoption, whereby I
was enabled to cry, "Abba, Father." Was not this a great and
eternal blessing ~ I shall hope to remember you associated with so
remarkable a date fixed by sovereign grace in my heart. Now, if
the Lord lay your case on my heart, I hope that He may do
the same by you and lead you to think of me. I was struck to-day
with a bit of Israel's history in Joshua xvii. 14-18, God's people
are a mighty power, and the case of the saints is well described in
verse 13. The Lord is engaged to do great things 101' them, and to
plead His power and His glory in connection with His truth, and
the outspread of it in this sin-cursed earth is a great favour.
These units are not alone. They are found all the world over and
are orought together in bonds of love, "an exceeding great army."
You do not know what blessings may attend your efforts, and what
good may issue from your meeting on the 16th. With much
gratitude I shall accept your kind offer of a few of the books;
and may the Lord teach us readers through it.
As to my pen,
if you want me to use it you must ask the Master about it, as
He keeps it under lock and key. He has given me the will and
earnest wish to subserve His cause, and to be of some little use to
His people. But He must give the word of command. I am a
poor, helpless nothing, and live to find it out day by day.
Believe me, truly yours in the Gospel,
A. B. HOBLYN.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I reciprocate every word in your letter. The tact
of it is, we are sinners born in the Adam fall, with the root of every sin
in our heart. But grace reigns. This alone curbs us, and brings
us to feel what we are, and where. "Mighty grace, o'er sin abounding,"
restraining but not removing our old nature. Sin dwells in us, the
prolific fruit of the fall; but oh, my dear friend, what mercy is it that
God should pick us up, and bring light into our soul, to see where we
are-call us to His feet in sell-abhorrence-teach us to cry for mercy,
and drop into our souls the love of Christ. May the Lord graciously
comfort us both with an increased hope in His mercy, so realizing His
peace, which neither sin or Satan can take from us.
I find myself still a poor learner, but Christ is all and in all, and
all the glory shall be His, and the blessing ours; and we desire to
crown Him "Lord of all." I thank you much for your kind letter:
may we be led to think of each other at our best times; and remain
yours, in much affection and Gospel union,
A. B. HOBLYN.
[1889.J
DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN THE LORD,-There is a time to be
born, and a time to die. It is all fixed by infinite wisdom, and
divine decree, and of all connected with time is equally true, "Hitherto
shalt thou come, and no further." My hope is, the Lord has further
work for you to do, and do it you must, and live to do it you shall.
I hope the Lord is with you and gives you a bit and a sip, so that
you cannot speak ill of your Father, or say He keeps you in prison
aud starves you to death. It stands us upon, as the 'saying is, to speak
I 2
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well of our good and gracious Father, who has not withheld His Son,
His only Son, from us; who has 'watched over us in our days of
unregeneracy, called us from darkness to light, fed and clothed us all
our days, and has given us now and then some tokens of His love,
and a few promises that He would" see us again," carry our burdens
during our wilderness way, and having placed us among the children of
His own free and sovereign will, has promised to take care of us to
the last.
Now, I believe all I have said to you is true, and at this moment
I feel it; but if I did not feel it to-morrow it would not be the less
true, for "He is of one mind and changes not," and that is the
grllnd old reason that" the sons of poor Jacob are not consumed," for
they were a bad lot, like you and me.
Yours in the Lord for ever,
A. B. H.
[1892.J
My DEAR FRIEim,-Though personally unknown to each other, yet
we know each other in the Lord, and I am glad you are associated
with the Royal Fl)omily of the Saints' Fund. You cannot imagine what
a pleasure it if:' to me to see your name amongst UB. I suppose you
know that I am in the same position as yourself with regard to loss
of sight, but I find that the Lord is equal to all our difficulties-body,
soul and spirit, though, like myself, you know but too well the trial and
difficulty that this loss involves. But" faith must be tried," and the
Lord encourages His people, by sweet and precious promises, to make
known their requests unto Him who giveth liberally and upbraideth
not. Loss of sight requires many wants to be relieved and many
things to be supplied that only we blind folk understand, but the
throne of grace stands open all day and night to receive our petitions,
hear our complaints, supply our wants, little and big; and every now
and then we warble our little songs of praise, and we say of our God,
"What a Father, Friend, and Saviour He is to us, to hear our cry,
give us prayer, and receive all the praise, through the great love of
Christ Jesus. Ah! my dear friend, we have got a good religion,
something that will stand by us in the day of need here, but what
will it be to be up there, where we shall have done with sin, but
never come to the end of praise!
Believe me, with hearty and affectionate fellowship in the best of
bonds,
Yours truly,
ALICIA B. HOBLYN.
[1883.J
My DEAR FRIEND,-l am sorry to hear of your illness. The season
has been very unhealthy; the perpetual rains have made the atmosphere
so damp and agueish, and any weakness of frame has felt it. I have
thought much of Job's words, that the rain is sent for the land, and'
for correction. I am sure the farmers would say they have had too
much. By-and-by we shall find it out when provisions rise, if the
country gets into trouble. I have long felt the blasphemy of those
Pagan celebrations as thanksgiving for a bountiful harvest.
I know Mr. 0., but have not heard him preach. He is true and
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faithful. Of course I knew you were connected with Mrs. S. It was
through her we first knew you. It was through me Miss W. sent for
her, when I had to return home after a short visit with her at Clifton.
Dear Miss W. was very fond of me, and used to say.1 was the only
friend who would not allow her to do as she liked! I sent you the
Remembrancer, and, for its size, I think it excellent. There is no gossip
in it, nothing but plain, naked truth, I like to environ myself with
such reading, Ior the subtlety of the enemy of souls is very great, and
we cannot prize too highly what of truth that has been revealed to us,
and what truth we can spread for the good of others. I often think of
old Archbishop USHER'S saying, "Charity to the soul is the soul of
charity: " to help a living child Christward-to spread the truth that
brought Him from heaven to reveal to sinners-and to be made the
means of comfort, however small-is a very great honour, and puts us
deeper in debt to sovereign grace. Now, can you not echo this ~ Can
you not say your highest privilege is to extol Christ, and be the means
of making Him known, in part or in whole, to a poor sinner that perhaps
you shall never see till you get above 1 The Lord make us faithful unto
death; and with much love,
I am affectionately yours,
A.B.H.
DEAR MRS. A--,-My beloved sister Jane was taken to her eternal
rest on the night of Christmas Day. She had congestion of the lungs,
and suffered much. I can hardly realize that she is gone. A sweet
sister she was to me, and a great blow to her companion sister Anne,
who has been so long an invalid. I am sorry to say she is very poorly
now with a severe cold. Dear Jane was confined to her bed a month,
but she was happy in her mind-had no wish to stay, and was longing
to go. She said to me, "I know 'He loved me, and gave Himself
for me;' and to me the for would be nothing without the to."
I assure you it is a famine of the Word here and everywhere,
and the complaint of Jeremiah xxxiv. and Ezekiel xiii. is but repeated
in our day. A mixed Gospel, a perverted Gospel, go where you may,
is all you will hear in Bath; or downright Ritualism, whose glory
is to dress up, and catch the people by singing. I think Ritualism is
much worse than Popery. The bounds of our habitation are fixed,
so we must· submit to the will of God in this as other things, and
let our light shine before men. It is an unspeakable favour to know
the truth (Col. iii. 7). May we be strengthened of the Lord to speak
that we do know, and testify of that we have seen.
I have not published any tracts lately. They were all printed and
sold by Mr. COLLINGRIDGE, and not by me, When he gave up that
part of the business my husband bought of him the stock he had on
hand; many of them are out of print now. I suppose you take the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE still, and the Remembrancer, which is a very sound
p.eriodical. My kind regards to your dear husband.
Believe me, truly yours,
A. B.- HOBLYN,
ALL the malice of men and devils cannot make him miserable whom
Christ makes happy.-Howels.
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"POOR IN THIS WORLD-RICH IN FAITH."

To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have just been reading your "Portion" for this year.
Oh, it is sweet to my taste-beautiful! beautiful I-and I :feel I must
add my feeble testimony to many others that you receive, that my soul
is re:freshed and made glad every month by your articles. The
"Portions" in August and November were specially precious. A dear
aged sister (seventy-seven) came to tea with me on January 1st, and
she told me how precious she found the November "Portion." "What
. our Father has in His hand is well worth waiting for," &c. She is
like myself, poor anq alone in the world, and yet not alone; she has
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE lent her. I thank you very much for continuing
the favour to me.
I want now to write a little about myself, for the glory of God. I
have just entered upon the twenty-ninth year of my being laid aside,
with praise and thanksgiving. "Goodness and mercy" have :followed
me all those years; and yet, as you so beautifully note, "These two
celestial companions have o:ften been disguised in rough garments," and
my "choicest spiritual mercies wrapped in sackcloth and steeped in
tears." How true! Ten years and six months I have been in this
room, and my surroundings have been most painful. My affiiction is
prostration of the nervous system, so you can imagine, dear sir, how
Satan works upon my weakness, and how low I sink at times. May
the gracious God long spare your valuable life, and cause all grace to
abound toward you in all things. Having so little brain-power myself
(so easily overtaxed), it seems little less than a miracle to me that
you are a"ble to do so much every month, and bring forth :fresh manna
to feed the poor o:f the flock. I have also much enjoyed the writings
of dear Mrs. HOBLYN, and many other o:f your helpers; and am so
interested in all the dear servants of God whose portraits you give us
from month to month. When are you going to give us your own ~
I have been longing to see you for a long time. I don't remember
seeing it in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I' remember the dear Doctor
telling us about your illness, and what sympathy I felt for you, and
was afraid it was similar to my own affiiction, and that you would
not be able to follow your duties again; and I have watched your
movements, and prayed and praised on your behalf ever since. I do
feel such intense sympathy with all God's sent servants, and every
Saturday, as the weeks go by, I think how they will all have to stand
up on the morrow in His name, and beg of Him to stand by them and
help to make them a blessing. My rent was raised last May, but the
Lord made it very clear to me that it was His will I should pay it,
and stay on, and all Us been sent in to supply my needs; and I feel
it is a blessed life to live depending on the Lord for everything.
With warm Christian love, in the hope of the Gospel,
I remain, youts,
Ramsgate.
S. K.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor ot the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I desire to express my earnest wish for God's richest
blessing to rest upon you and our dear friends throughout this new
year. We know not what lies before us. The Lord may be pleased
to call many of us home ere another new year. Let us use the
opportunity we have of working for Him here below. In His great
condescension, He will pronounce upon us unworthy children, "",Vell
done, good and faithful." Oh may we increasingly honour Him who
has loved us from everlasting. We who love the truth should use
every effort, under God, to make it dear to others. I plead as God's
servant for help in this branch of His service. The following letters
will show that the reading is valued by many:FROM THE THAMES CHURCH MHHIION.
Your two most acceptable parcels of reading matter arrived when they
were most wanted, just as we were making up our weekly boxes for our
missionaries to distribute on the river. I should like some of our kind
helpers to take a trip in· the steam launch and see how eagerly asked
ior and received such supplies are. I am very grateful for your kind
help.
FROM VENICE.
I received your parcel of magazines, with Cbristmas:cards, for which
I heartily thank you.
FROM A SAILORS' SOCIETY.
Many grateful thanks for your kind gift of reading, which comes so
very acceptable just now.
With many thanks for your kindness, and kind regards,
I am, yours faithfully,
ANN E. BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, January 6th, 1 97.
JYlAINTAINING THE TRUTH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-The two extracts given below indicate the teaching of your
pages in 1871. The same teaching existed through the century preceding.
Another quarter of a century has now passed, and the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is found still proclaiming the glad tidings of the
Gospel to all people whom .rehovah has formed to show forth His
praise. Let us, then, help on this blessed work, and continue the good
news to the succeeding generation. For the truth is to us-and it may
prove to be to our children-savoury meat, suitable for weary pilgrims
in their wanderings through the wilderness. Thus, brethren, would we
close the year 1896, and anticipate the year 1897.
Dawlish, December 31st, 1896.
V. P. H. .
EXTRACTS.
" This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show fOl·th My praise."ISAIAH xliii. 21.
THE Speaker: "Thus saith tbe Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel.; .... I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your
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King. Thus saith the Lord, which maketh a way in the sea, and a
path in the mighty waters . . . . I will do a new thing;
I will
to
even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert,
give drink to 1\'ly people, My chosen. This people have I formed
for Myself; they shall show forth My praise."
We are therefore at no loss as to the Spell,ker. To Moses He had
described Himself as "I AM," the "I AM" who gave him the commission to go unto Pharaoh, and· through whose instrumentality He
delivered this same people from a bondage which wall felt. This" I AM"
is elsewhere spoken of as "Jehovah," who delighteth in mercy, who
formed them from the womb, and who had chosen them; who had made
them. "I' will pour water upon him that is thirsty: I will pour My
Spirit upou thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring: and they
shall spring up among the grass, as willows by the water courses. Thus
saith the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord of
hosts; "I am the first, and I am the last, and beside Me there is no
God." We see clearly, distinctly, who is the Speaker-" Jehovah,"
the first and the last, the" Almighty." It is this" Almighty" who has
formed the people who are to show forth His praise. And who are the
people P The Church of the First-born, whose names are written in the
Lamb's book of life; elect according to the fore· knowledge oI God
the Father; , chosen in Christ before the foundations of the world were
laid, to he holy and without blame before Him in love; sanctified by the
Holy Ghost to be witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the earth; to
gather together in one all thelelect people of God, sinners out of all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people. We see engaged in this work the Father
who gave, the Son who redeemed, and the Holy Ghost to sanctify and
to continue the work of gathering them out of a world lying in .the
wicked one-thus 'three distinct Persons, and yet "one Jehovah," one
"I AM."
This people is described as black, but comely; also as a bride adorned
Ior her husband, coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon. her
Beloved-the Beloved who has formed her for Himself, to show forth His
praise; they shall serve Him, they shall see His face, and they shall see
His glory; they shall reign for ever and ever; they shall show forth His
praise. And what of this praise for which the" Almighty" formed them?
May their song not be summed up in "blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb,
for ever and ever P"
The writer offers no apology for staying his poor "passing thoughts."
He has recently been looking over some old volumes of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and he is not forgetful that, "No man having drunk old wine
straightway desireth new; for he saith, The old is better." In 1871 the
dear" Wayside Notes" Writer penned the following: "We want a religion
that gets at the very heart of God, that brings us into the closest
negotiation with Him, and we can only gain this hallowed closeness through
a Covenant union, which He Himself has brought about and sealed. Let
this union be felt and realized, and we shall be drawn to Him by the cords
of love, and live in sweet fellowship with Him. There is something real
and heartfelt, and we do think that a religion short of this is not worth·
possessing." "The longer we live, the more satisfied we are that nothing
but the distinguishing doctrines of grace will do for a poor helpless sinner
to rest upon; and we do not testify this as a mere school-boy in DiviD,e
things, but can say we have learned by experience the truth of what we
advance concerning them; and it is singular that at the moment we have
turned to our diary for the year 1846 (now a quarter of a century ago), and
we find there expressions of our belief in the same fundamentals, and can
only be thankful that the year 1871 finds us not carried about by any
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wind of doctrine, but holding to, and maintaining the same gracious and
glorious truths. May the Lord keep us, beloved, in the same to the end,
and He shall have all the glory."
Another writer, in 1871, says:How blessed to be able to commit our care to God, to leave it with '
Him, and feel sweet peace in the soul. They used to say of old,
Taking .care was God's part, and casting care was the believer's part.
But both are God's work, for you cannot cast your care on God unless
He make you. You wish to do it always, but you cannot. Why can't
I P Oh, because it is a matter of privilege, and. you can only cast your
care as God enables you. Then it is easy work; and then, though
everything around is calcula.ted to depress, discourage, and perplex you,
yet when God gives you to cttst your gloomy fears upon Him, your
gloomy fears and anxious cares all fly, and you feel you can trust Him
with your all. "This is the work of God, that ye believe," and trust ,
comes out of faith, and then we feel the difference between head.teaching and heart.teaching.
.

IN AN HOUR YE THINK NOT.
Lo, in th'.l far-off east the day-spring breaking,
The night-clouds vanishing before its sway,
The twittering birds their downy nests forsakingThe peaceful dawning of another day.
But look! what means yon still.increasing brightness?
From east to west its dazzling glories spread;
No risin g sun could bring such radiant lightness,
Suspended nature waits in sudden dread.
The Lord is come! One shout of acclamation
Rends he still air, and spreads from shore to shore
Come to redeem His Church from every nation;
The Sun is risen, that shall set no more.
Draw near, ye faithful, see your Lord victorious!
Wielding the sceptre of almighty power;
No lowly Sufferer, but a King all glorious,
Thus ye behold Him. in His triumph hour.
Upraising now their song of adoration,
Then prostrate worshipping before His feet,
While heaven gives back the cry of adoration,
And angel voices swell the chorus sweet.
Oh, bleased they who on this advent morning,
With joy behold Him as the Lamb adored;
Long they have watched and waited for the dawning,
The bright appearing of their cOJPing Lord.
Join, all ye hosts, in tuneful concert blendin g,
One theme, one song shall fill the courts of heaven,
One lasting strain for evermore ascending,
"Worthy is He to whom our praise is given."
Ha~vkedon.
EDITH LE MA.RSH.
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aasing ®irtnts.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
are being made in various directions for the celebration
of the completion of the sixtieth ye"ar of Her Majesty QUEE:N
VICTORIA'S reign, and an announcement has been made by the PRINCE
of WALES, that whilst the QUEEN still adheres to the decision already
announced, to refrain from expressing an opinion upon any proposals
for doing honour to herself, the PRlliCE is confident that she will
readily appreciate any undertaking to celebrate this. event which may
be the outcome of the wish of the people, whether generally, or
locally expressed; and he feels assured that, on considering the various
suggestions, due support will be given to works of mercy among the
llick and suffering, and to anything which may tend to brighten the
lives and ameliorate the condition of Her Majesty's poorer subjects.
PROPOSALS

A NEW Treaty of Arbitration has been drawn up between Great
Britain and the United States of America, and has been duly signed
by their official representatives. If it be ratified by the Senate of the
United States-and from the friendly and even enthusiastic manner
in which it has been received by a large number of the prominent
citizens there, there seems to be every reason to believe that it will
be so ratified-it is expected that it will hereafter prove to be a new
Magna Charta of the great Anglo-Saxon race throughout the world.
A daily paper states, that "if anything could render war between
the two nations as extinct as duelling is among the people of Great
Britain, it is this admirable agreement. By it every misunderstanding
that may crop up between the two peoples, save such as touch 'the
national honour' or involve the Imperial existence, will be submitted
to a permanent tribunal, which will arbitrate thereon. We are not
yet in possession of the text of the treaty, which will not be published until the Senate h~s come to a final decision; but we know
quite enough already to feel sure that English-speaking people throughout the globe will welcome the intelligence that arbitration is to
"succeed and supersede war, and will regard the date on which this
treaty was sign~d as a red-letter day."
IF the United States would make another friendly advance, and
establish unrestricted free trade between themselves and us, it would
be an immense boon to both countries; but unfortunately they are
proceeding in the opposite direction, and they are about to impose
new and heavier duties upon our goods and manufactures, and thus
endeavour to enrich themselves at our expense. They are acting
quite contrary to the golden rule, to do to others as we would that
they should do unto us, and they have done this for many years.
But it is remarkable to observe that this one-sided and selfish policy
has not benefited the American people to any great extent; it has
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benefited some classes, but it has injured and impoverished others.
.Recent accounts from the United States show, that although the
exports of grain, cotton, and manufactured goods have considerably
risen in the last few years, the industries of the States are slack,
trade is very dull, and many thousands of artisans are oll;.t of work.
Many articles, also, which the people are obliged to buy, have
duties imposed upon them actually higher than the duties which
were imposed npon them during the time of the last great war;
and the whole outlook of American affairs, from a financial and
mercantile point of view, seems to be extremely unsatisfactory. If
the Americans had followed the golden rule, their condition at the
present moment would in all probability have been very different;
and in departing from it they have injured, and they are still injuring, both us and themselves.
THE famine in India continues, and it is becommg more extensively
developed. A plague has also broken out in Bombay, and carried off a
large number of the inhabitants of that city, and greatly terrified the
remainder. The Indian Government appears·to have adopted excellent
~rrangements for the relief of the distress caused by the famine, and an
immense amount of suffering and mortality has thus been prevented, but
the exigency is so great, and the area over which relief has to be
distributed is so vast, that it is a work of tremendous difficulty, and
every additional help from public or private resources may be of
essential service. Liberal subscriptions have been forthcoming, headed
by the QUEEN, the PRINCE of WALES, and other members of the Royal
Family, and followed nobly by many other generous contributors from
various parts of the country, but especially from amongst the citizens of
London, who always seem ready to show their liberality in cases of
,emergency. Lord KINNAIRD has issued the following appeal :-" The
Committee of the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission have received most
distressing accounts of the sufferings amongst the women and children in
the afflicted districts. The greater part of the Society's work is carried
on in the North·West Provinces, where the famine is likely to be felt
most acutely. We have also missionaries in other parts of India, such
.as the Punjaub and the Bombay Presidency, where there is much distress.
The Government are providing relief works, on which large numbers of
men, women, and children are engaged. But the provision they make
.as a rule fails to reach the secluded women and children in the Zenanas,
multitudes of whom will be in danger of starving. Our lady missionaries,
in their visits to the homes, possess special facilities for reaching these
women and children, and of testing in each family the reality and extent
of their distress. In many cases the missionaries may be the only
helpers who can reach them. There is also extreme distress amongst
large numbers of young children who have been left orphans or have no
friends to care for them. The Committee have therefore resolved to
appeal to the generosity of the public, and will be thankful to receive
-contributions, which will be most carefully disbursed by the lady
missionaries of the Society in their visits to the homes of the people.
.In affording relief no distinction will be made on account of religion,
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but all cases of need will be carefully and kindly dealt with. Help, to·
be effectual, must be given quickly, aud funds should be placed in thtt
hands of the Society's workers which will enable them to meet the
existing distress, and to be ready with plans and arrangements in case it
becomes more acute. Oontributions, specially marked for 'the Famine
Fund, will be thankfully received by the Treasurer, Lord KI::-iNAIRD,
1, Pall Mall East, London, S.W."
TROUBLE has again come to us from Africa. An expedition of
British officers and officia,ls proceeded to Benin, a large town in the
Niger Protectorate, somewhat about two hundred miles from Lagos,
OIr the west coast of Africa.
The King of Benin is a powerful chieftain,
and has long been known to be of a ferocious and bloodthirsty
character; but as he entered into a friendly covenant with our QUEEN
some years ago, and his people have traded with us, the members of
the expedition seemed to have had no apprehensions of foul play,
especially as they went only on a peaceful mission referring to trade,
and so they went unarmed. Full particulars of their fate have not
been received at the time at which we write, but otherwise there seems
to be little reason to doubt that they have been treacherously and
barbarously murdered. We shall of course be obliged to punish this
abominable crime, and probably shall have to depose this cruel monarch,
and place his kingdom under our supervision, a.s "e did in the case
of the King and kingdom of Ashantee. This, if done wisely, will
probably be an immense advantage to his people, for the cruelties
perpetrated, and the customs prevailing amongst them, are described
as being horrible. They are said to be cannibalism, human sacrifice,
ordeal by poison, sasswood, Oalabar bean, &c. (this latter alone claims
many hundreds of victims yearly); the murder of twins, and the murder
or perpetual disgrace of the mother; intertribal wars, attended with
the usual horrors of killing, and sometimes eating, the prisoners taken;
besides traffic in slaves, and the general rule "might is right." The
city of Benin seems to be the most powerful remaining fragment of
the kingdom of that name, originally one of the most important of
the States of West Africa. The territory, which has long been in a
state of decline, has b.een broken up into independent units of no
individual importance. Many parts of the country al'e covered with
almost impenetrable swamps and forests, but towards the north there
is fine pasture land. The population is dense, and it is said that the King,
who has now practically annihilated the administration, could collect
one hundred thousand men. His rule is absolut.e, and his subjects
regard him as a sort of divinity, It is a crime, amongst his people, to
believe that he either eats or sleeps, and all offences against him are
punished with the utmost severity. The chief god is worshipped with
human sacrifices to an appalling extent.
HERE will, in all probability, be another opportunity of enlightening one of the dark places of the earth, and bringing to it the blessings
of civilization and the Gospel. Our people, alas! do not always bring
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those blessings with them; and sometimes they bring with them the
reverse-curses rather than blessings; for exam pIe, when they open up a
traffic in strong drink, and lead those with whom they come in contact to
debase themselves with intemperance. Happily there is reason to believe that we as a nation are improving with regard to intemperance;
why then should we not bring all our influence to bear upon improving
other nations in this respect, especially those who come under our
authority 1 and why should we not endeavour to raise them up rather
than to debase them 1
A OONFERENCE was recently held at Bale on the subject of intemperance, or, as it was called, "alcoholism." Several important papers were
read at that conference, but the most striking seems to have been one
~mtitled, "Researches on the Oonsumption of Distilled and Fermented
Drinks in different Oountries," by Professor JULES DENIS, of Geneva.
Adopting, for the sake of comparison, a certain standard to represent
the relative alcoholic strength of wine, beer, spirits, &c., and comparing
the amount consumed by each country with the number of the population, the Professor arrived at the conclusion that France, which used to
be one of the most temperate countries in Western Europe, is now the
most drunken, consuming, as its people do, no less than thirteen quarts
of pure alcohol per head per annum. This is equivalent to nearly forty
quarts of brandy. Switzerland comes next with ten quarts, followed by
Belgium and Italy. Germany, with England close on her heels, comes
next with about nine quarts, chiefly due to beer. Sweden and Norway
come a long way behind with, four and three quarts; and Oanada closes
the list with less than two quarts. But the full significance of this list
is only to be seen by comparison with statistics of former years. The
curse of drink is increasing in France and Belgium. It is stationary
in Switzerland and Italy; and in Scandinavia, Oanada, Germany, and
Great Britain it is decreasing. Professor DENIS shows that in the
latter countries the improvement is due to a vigorous movement on
the part of the people. In France, they trust to chance and to Government. This surely ought to be an encouragement to us to endeavour
to maintain and extend our national good character. It is stated that
in Liverpool there is a district with two hundred streets, twelve
thousand houses, and sixty tl:ousand people, without a public house
in their midst, owing to the decision of the owner, thirty years ago,
that no house of the kind should be built upon it. The results are
remarkable, the death-rate being only one-third or one-fourth of that
in an adjoining district where public-houses exist; the poor-rates having
gone down from two shillings and sixpence to tenpence or a shilling,
and the value of house property being thirty per cent. higher than in
the districts with public-houses. When will the people learn that
facilities for drinking mean poverty, wretchedness, and degradation 1
When will all professors of the Saviour's name learn it, and show
that they have done so 1
OUR French neighbours are not usually inclined to flatter us, but
a pamphlet has just been brought out by a French nobleman, the
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Marquis OOSTA DE BEAUREGARD, in which he speaks in the high~st.
terms of the efforts which are made amongst us by devoted men
and women to reach the .poor and lowly, to help and cheer them
in their difficulties and their sorrows, and to endeavour to reclaim
those who are fallen and outcast. He alludes especially to the
college settlements in the East-end of L0l?-don, saying, that so far
nothing like them exists in his own clluntry; and he writes in the
hope that such may be started there. He remarks that the English,
who never follow the beaten track, have been the first to perceive
that the different classes will be drawn nearer to each other by the
outstretched hand than by the opened purse. Hearts, they have
understood, are not to be bought with gold, and the real help is
that which permits the protege to dispense with the services of the
protector. Private initiative thus exercised raises the donor even·
more than the recipient, and English women are also well to the
front, doing for the daughters of the people what their sons or their
brothers are doing for the men. The estrangement of the classes
is attributed to the busy life of cities, and he calls upon the French
bourgeoise to put itself into regular contact with the working
people, and to renqer them personal and disinterested services. This
is an excellent idea, but it remains to be seen whether it will be
practically adopted, for, strange though it may appear, in that
Republican land, there is a great gulf fixed between the bourgeoise
and the working class, and their distrust and 'dislike of each other
are mutual.
BISHOP TUCKER has returned from Uganda, and he is able to speak
gratefully of continued and peculiarly' hopeful progress there. When
the Bishop first went out there was but one church in Uganda, now
there are 320. In that year there were but twenty or thirty native
teachers, now there are about 800. Some 22,000 people are now
reading an elementary text-book called The Book of Ln1JJ,. 20,000 are
far enough to read the Gospel; many thousands more use both.
There are 8,000 persons under daily instruction, and 2,500 communicants. The ladies have been devoting themselves to a study of the
language, and have been granted access to the women within the
enclosures of the King, of the Queen mother, and of the late King's
tomb. Subscribers to the Stanley Steamer Fund will learn with satisfaction that the R1lwenzori was, when Bishop TUCKER left Africa,
nearly completed on the Lake. It was expected that it would meet
the new party of ladies on their reaching the shores of the Victoria
Nyanza, and take them on to Uganda, thus saving them a fortnight's
journey by land. The railway from the coast was going on well, and
it was understood that the ladies had travelled some fourteen miles
up·country by train. It promises to be a substantial work, and one
of the very highest value to the missionary cause.
THE Romanist clerical party in Italy has had a serious rebuff in the
result of its mission on behalf of the captives of war in A.byssinia.
These were somewhat ostentatiously released, not in response to
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Monsignor MICARIO'S visit to King MENELIK, but as a compliment to
the King of Italy and on the Queen's birthday. The disappointment at
the Vatican is extreme. The Papal party had been so sure of success,
that with a view of turning the event to ecclesiastical ends, a picture. of
which 18,000 had already been printed, was to have been distributed
broadcast, representing the Pope seated and Monsignor MICARIO
introducing a chained captive, shown in a kneeling attitude, with hands
upraised to the Pope, under which was the motto, " Leo XIII. liberates
the Italian captives!" Why did not the "infallible " Pope prevent his
subordinates from making such a blunder as this ~ Could the blunder
have originated with himself ~
D. A. D.

~ehieb.rs nub J}.crtias .cr£ ~.cr.crhs.
Sowing and Reaping.

By D. L. MOODY. London: Morgan and Scott.
Price 28. 6d.
A VERY practical exposition of the text, "Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting." Many striking illustrations and examples are given of
the truth of these words. For example :A leading surgeon performed a critical operation before his class one
day. The operation was successful, as far as his part was concerned.
But he turned to the class and said, "Six years ago a wise way of
living might have prevented this disease. Two years ago a safe and
simple operation might have cured it. We have done our best to-day
as the case now stands; but nature will have her word to say. She does
not always repeal her capital sentences." Next day the patient died,
reaping the fruit of his excesses. . . . . A father started for his office
early one morning, after a light fall of snow. Turning', he saw his
two-year-old boy endeavouring to put his tiny feet in his' own foot.
prints. The little fellow called after him, "Go on, rse comin', papa;
I'se comin' yight in your tracks." He caught the boy in his arms and
carried him back to his mother, and started again to his office. His
habit had been to stop on the way at a saloon for a glass of liquor.
As he stood upon the threshold that morning, he seemed to hear a
sweet voice saying, "Go on, rse comin', papa; I'se comin' yight in
your tracks." He stopped, he hesitated, he looked the future squarely
in the face. "I cannot afford to make any tracks I should be ashamed
or sorry to have my boy walk in," he said decidedly, and turned away.
Father, mother, neighbour, are your tracks true P Are they straight P
Can you turn to any walking behind you, and say, " Follow me, as I follow
Christ? " Are you ieading the little ones safe to the Great Shepherd P•••
Now, men make this mistake-they sow to the flesh, and they think they
will reap the harvest of the Spirit; and, on the other hand, they sow to
the Spirit, and are disappointed when they do not reap a temporal
harvest. A teacher had been relating to his class the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus, and he asked, "Now, which would you rather be.
boys-the rich man, or Lazarus P" One boy answered, "I would rather
be the rich man while I live, and Lazarus when I die." That cannot
be: it is flesh and corruption, or Spirit and everlasting life. There i~
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no bridge from one to the other. Seed which is sown for a spiritual
harvest has no tendency whatever to procure temporal well.being.
Chriot declared, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God;
blessed are they that hunger and thirst after rigHeousness, for they
shall be filled" (with righteousness); "blessed are· they that mourn, for
they shall be comforted." You observe the beatific vision of the Almighty
-fulness of righteousness-divine comfort. There is nothing earthly
here; it is spiritual results for spiritual labour. It is not said that the
pure in heart shall be made rich; or that they who hunger and thirst
after righteousness shall be filled with bread; or that they that mourn
shall rise in life, and obtain distinction. Each department has its
appropriate harvest, reserved exclusively to its own method of sowing.
Everything I'eaps its own harvest; every act has its own reward. And
before you covet the enjoyment which another possesses, you must first
calculate the cost at which it was procured. For instance, the religious
tradesman complains that his honesty is a hindrance to his success,
that the tide of custom pours into the doors of his less scrupulous
neighbour in the same street, while he himself waits for hours .idle.
My brother, do you think that God is going to reward honour,
integrity, high.mindedness with this world's coin? Do you fancy
that He will pay spiritual excellence with plenty of custom? Now,
consider the price that that man has paid for success. Perhaps mental
degradation and inward dishonour. His advertisements are deceptive;
his treatment of his workmen tyrannical; his cheap prices made possible
by inferior articles. Sow that man's seed, and you will reap that man's
harvest. Cheat, lie, be unscrupulous in your assertions, and custom will
come to you. But if the price be too high, let him have his harvest.
and you take yours-a clear conscience, a pure mind, rectitude within and
without. Will you part with that for his harvest?
"Sowing to the
Spirit" implies self-denial, resistance of evil, obedience to the Spirit,
guidance by the Spirit. We sow to the Spirit wl:..en we use our abilities
and means to advance spiritlial things; when we support and encourage
those who are extending the influence of the Spirit. We sow to the Spirit
when we crucify the flesh and all its lusts, when we yield ourselves to
Him as we once yielded ourselves to the flesh. A Jewish rabbi once
said: "There are in every man two impulses-good and evil. He who
offers God his evil impulses offers the best sacrifice." The fruit of such
sowing is "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, tllmperance." In this world the harvest is growth of character,
deeper respect, increasing usefulness to others; in the next world, acceptance with God, everlasting life. Among the last recorded words of
WILLIA1\I LLOYD GARRISON in his public speeches in England were these:
,. I began my advocacy of the anti-slavery cause in the Northern States
of America in the midst of brickbats and I'otten eggs; and I ended it
on the soil of South Carolina, almost literally buried beneatb the wreaths
of flowers which were heaped upon me by her liberated bondmen."
CHRISTIAN warrior Jonathan, what [ dost thou, with all thy warlike
appearance, tremble a little bit at the sharp rocks tbat appear to
shelter thine enemi~s the Pbilistines 1 Bozez and Senah's forefront will
be overcome (1 Sam. xiv. 4, 5), "for there is no restraint to the
Lord." He is on thy side and by thy side, saying, "Behold, I am
with thee according to thy heart." Then assuredly there will be a
trembling in the host on the field among Jonathan's enemies. Well
may we like the look of that motto of thine on yonder banner, lifted
high with confident expectation, Immanuel, God with u-s.-Oowell.
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