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BEHOLDING THE KING.
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty."-IsATAH xxxiii. 11.

I

,

DOES someone ask, "Of whom speaketh the Prophet this 1" The
merest babe in Christ is ready to reply for the whole family of
faith, "We have no king but JESUS!" JESUS is the "King of
Salem," in the first book of the Bible (Gen. xiv. 18); and He is the
" King of saints" in the last book (Rev. xv. 3). By the blood of Hiscross, He is the "Prince of peace," and, therefore, the redeemed
Church is His inheritance and His portion for ever. And His wilT
has secured the blessed result that where He is, in the glory, Hisransomed people shall also be. To each believer in His Name thepromise of the Word, "which cannot be broken," holds true, "Thine'
eyes shall see the KING in His beauty." Nothing less blessed than
this is the Covenant hope of the Israel of GOD.. Nothing more Divine
will be their enjoyed lot throughout eternity.
This delightful promise of "good things to come" is indeed a royaIi
subject for saved sinners! As those whom the LORD JESUS has'
cleansed from all iniquity by the meritorious pouring out of His substituted life-blood, the people of GOD may well adoringly contemplate
here the unsearchable riches of the love that chose them to be heirs of
so exalted and heavenly a heritage, and the sovereignty of the grace
which plucked their souls from the fires of everlasting torment, and
gave them a place among the sons and daughters of the LORD ALMIGHTY.
This promise of seeing the Knw in His beauty includes all the Court
privileges of heaven, for to see GOD-INCAHNATE, and to be with Him
as His children for ever, constitute the most glorious existence of'
which finite beings can be made capable! For, ADAM'S sin justly
"drove out" man from the holy presence of GOD, and made him
morally incapable of approaching even His footstool. Guilt separated
the creature from the CREATOR, and no reconciliation was possible
unless it originated with GOD Himself, and proceeded on grounds of
justice and truth.
But" the glorious Gospel of the blessed GOD"
reveals the wondrous fact that peace has been righteously made, for
GODINCARNATE Himself has become "the propitiation for our
G
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sins."
The KUIG Himself has~as a ransom-died for His rebel
subjects! Such was His eternallove for them that He "bare their sins
in His own body on the tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24). He effectually removed
every moral and spiritual hindrance to their becoming His devoted,
.willing, grateful, praiseful worshippers, for ever and e\·er. By the
regenerating operation of the HOLY SPIRIT, these ransomed ones- a
multitude which no man can number~are in due time r,ew-created in
, the likeness onJoD, and ar:e thereby made" meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light." That is their happy destiny, and they are
all taught to long ardently for its blissful frnition.
The Person of JESUS is an ever-increasing reality to their hearts.
Conimunion with Him, thr'bugh the Spirit and the Word, makes Him
more and more the absorbing attraction of the soul. Personal intercourse with Him, by faith, quickens th3 aspirations of love for His
personal appearing, and for the beatific vision - the "face to face"
enjoyment of His presence. Nothing but this can afford full satisfaction to the living children of GOD'S family~ the "many sons"
whom He is graciously bringing to glory (Beh. ii. 10), Day by day,
the heart of the believer thirsts after GOD, as the hart pants after
thewater:brooks when 'heated in the crud chase. The corruptions
of the flesh, the miserable failures experienced in faithfully following
CHRrsT, and the 11l1profitableness of service in the MASTER'S vineyard,
lead'DoD's people to yearn with intense desire for the coming again
of Him ,. whom having not seen they love, and in whom, though
now they sce Him not, yet belicving, they rcjoice \Yith joy unspeakable, and full of glory" (1 Peter i. 8).
To such JESUS is "thp, perfection of beauty." Of that" beauty"
they have indeed "heard with the hearing of the ear." But they
\vould fain realize the fulness of blessing in being able to
say, "Now our eyes see Thee!" Nothing so pains their CHRISTloving hearts as the cold, earthly, fleshly inquiry, "'IIhat is thy
Beloved more than anoth'er beloved 1" Well, He is "the Chiefest
among ten thousand"! His perfections in grace, truth, love, and
power render Him incomparable in the estimation of His Bride the
'Church, and of each member of the Church in particular. "Yea,
He is altogether lovely" (Song v. 16). "He is all de sires," as the
original expresses it. "In Him d\Yelleth all the fuln€ss of the Godhead bodily." There is nothing spiritually desirable that is not found
in Him. Wh,atevor experience may be the present lot of the believer,
there is a suitable response to it in the Person of the 1:I1\G. It has
pleased the FATHER 'that in Him "all fulness" sbou~cl d'l'ell. If,
when the QUEEK of SHEBA beheld "SoLmION, in all his glory," she
declill'ed of his greatness and wisdom "the half \yas not told me,"
what, beloYed fellow-believers, will be OUI' exclamation when the
infinitely "greater than SOLOMON" shall be revealed to our eyes,
"the KIKG in His beauty," and \Ye "see Him as He is"! And, oh,
how delightful is the thought that theri \ye shall he able to serve
our adorable KING with unsinning hearts! "His servants shall
serve H}m: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in
their foreheads,. And there shall be no night there: and they need

,,

75

The Gospel Magazine.

no candle, neither light of the sun; for the LORD GOD giveth them
light: and they shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xxii. 3-5). Fm'
ever and ever / Ah, yes, as one has well said-" The service of the
LAMB has a beginning, but not an cnd. It is an eternal service.
It is not the service of a hireling, who earnestly desireth the shadow;
it is not limited by day and night; it knows no end. Nor would
anyone engaged in it wish it to terminate; it is so blessed and so
glorious; it wins us so many smiles from the Master; it is rewarded
so bountifully; and it is so unspeakably joyful" (Bonm'). The
exclamation of the Prophet ZECHARIAH harmonizes well with the
prospect of that glorious scene, "How great is His goodness, and
how great is His beauty /" (ix. 17). The LORD JESUS will be the one
attraction in the New Jerusalem. Unto Him shall the gathering of
the people be. They shall be unto Him who redeemed them '~as
the stones of a crown" (ZBC. ix. 16) His own crown. "And they
shall be Mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make
up My jewels" (;\1a1. iii. 17). In them shall He be indeed glorified, and
they in Him. Each shall be the complement of the other! " The
HEAD cannot," even now, "say unto the feet, I have no need of
you" (1 Cor. xii. 21). In the adoring words of HORATIUS BONAR:-

,
iI

" Jesus, Thou needest me,
Even me, Thou Light Divine;
o Son of God, Thou needest me,
Thou needest sins like mine.
Thy fu1ness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy joy my misery.

" This evil, fToward soul
Needeth a love like Thine;
A love like Thine, 0 loving
Christ;
Needeth a soul like mine.

u

" Thy strength my weakness
needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless.

" Thy fu1ness, Son of God,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.
" It was Thy need of me

That brought Thee from above;

It is my need of Thee, 0 Lord,

That draws me to Thy love."

And if these things be true now, who can adequately set forth the
marvels of that union between the HEAD and the Members, the
BRlDEGROmr and the Bride, which the resurrection morning shall
reveal, that morning without clouds, that sunrise which shall know no
settir.g so long as eternity itself shall endure!
"Break, thou day of advent
glory,
Flee, ye shadows of the
night;
Haste Thy rising, Sun Eternal,
Shed Thy beams of promised
light.
.
"Till the day-spring rise upon
me,
Scatt'ring far the shades of
death,

I

will get me to the moun·
tains,
Where the spices shed their
breath.

" , Yea and Amen,' true and faithful
Are the breathings of His
mouth,
Soul-refreshing, like rich frag.
rance
Borne on zephyrs from the
south.
G 2
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" Till I see my own Beloved,
Kiss God's Son, and clasp His feet,
Faith shall trust His oath-bound promise,
Counting every word as ' sweet.' "

Oh, what must it be to see the Knm in all His unveiled majesty and
pel'fections! to see Him without fear / No fleshly infirmity, or earthbegotten hindrance shall then be present to mar our fellowship. Just
as MOSES and EJ,IJAH conversed in the mount with the transfigured,
altogether glorious JESUS-SO, hereafter, every chosen, redeemed,
called, and kept "vessel of mercy" shall enjoy the holy privilege of
fearlessly-though reverently - communing with the KING of kings,
and LORD of lords. "The KING'S daughter is all gloriolls within;
her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the Kum
in raiment of needlbwork: the virgins her companions that follow her
shall be brought unto Thee') (Psalm xlv. 13, 14).
THE EDITOR.

OUR LIFE'S DAY.
As when the morning blushes red with eastward glow,
The lark soars up to greet the rising sun,
So, at life's opening, leaps the heart with joy,
To meet the years whose tale is but begun:
To tread an unknown road,
Whose secrets nestle in the heart of God.
As when the noontide pouril its glow on field and lane,
And burdened workers toiling in the glare,
So life's meridian brings the busy task,
The straining load, the weight of anxious careToo sorrowful a load
For hearts that unfamiliar are with God.
As when with westering beams the glowing sun declines,
And tranquil silence wraps the darkening scene,
So on the sunset hour of earthly lifeWhen filled with heaven's blest work that life has beenThere rests, through Jesus' blood,
Sweet benediction, the eternal peace of God.
Here, after day comes night-no night is there!
Heaven's day nor dawns nor sinks to evening rest:
So be life's lessons learned, in joy or grief,
That when to us shall come the summons blestThe path of faith all trodOur souls may find their endless home in God.

C. Y. R
THE SAFEST PACES FOR A CHRISTIAN.-Beware of driving too
furiously at first setting out. Take the cool of the day. Begin as you
can hold on. In a word, endeavour to hit the just medium, so as
neither to ma.ke too much haste, nor too little speed; neither:!to
loiter, nor to rlln yourself out of breath.- Toplady.
!fS!!~
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THE LORD'S PRISONERS.
"Moreover, the TVord of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second
time, while he was yet shut up in the COUTt of the prison, saying, Thus
saith the LORD, the maker theTenf, the LORD that formed if, to establish
it " the LORD is His name " Call upon J.fe, and 1 will answer thee,
and show thee great and mighty things which thOl£ knowest not."JEREMIAH xxxiii. 1-3.
THE new Century has already, in the case of many ')f God's beloved
people, become identified with its predecessor-it has brought with
it a full cup of tribulation. Each succeeding age verifies the
testimony of the Scriptures, "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous." Truly, "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly
upward "-yet, the children of God are "horn again" to further
trouble, for the experience of the regenerate is a life of conflict
with sin-a struggle to which the natural man is necessarily a
stranger. The believer, then, is "the man that hath s~en affliction"
(Lam. iii. 1).
The Prophet Jeremiah, like the saints in New
Testament times, knew "the lot of the rightpous," and could bear
witness concerning himself as did the Apostle Paul, "Without were
fightings, and within were fears." He was one who, through grace,
endured the reproach of man for the truth of God's sake, and his
hithful testimony drew down upon him the wrath of man and the
hatred of the devil. The fact that bonds and imprisonment awaited
him failed to silence his proteEts against evil or his assertion of the
claims of God upon His cre:1tures, "For Zedekiah had shut him
up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the
Lord, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of
Babylon, and he shall take it~" (Jer. xxxii. 3.)
But prison walls, gates, and bars could not shut out God
from the martyr's cell. Nor can any state or circumstances hinder the
God of the promises from visiting the hearts of his suffering servants,
and speaking to them words of consolation, counsel, and strength.
Thus we read, "Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah
the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the
prison." When the little flock at Jerusalem were assembled with
doors closed" because of the fear of the Jews," Jesus had no difficulty
in appearing among his "fearful saints." Closed doors might shut
out unbelieving Jews, but not the Lord Jesus when He was pleased
to manifest His loving presence to His redeemed ones. " The Word
of the Lord "-even the living, personal Word-still pays gracious
visits to His prisoners. Some of my dear readers can bear experimental witness to this blessed fact. In their sorest straits, when
flesh and blood failed them, and circumstances all seemed to be
"against them "-as Jacob, of old, realized was his ca&e-there has
often appeared to their trembling hearts One whose voice and touch
they quickly recognized. It was the voice of th3ir Beloved, it was
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the touch of the Lord's own hand. "And He laid His right hancl
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last; I
am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for cvermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death" (l~ev. ii. 17, 18).
Yes, the risen Christ "has" the keys, and so He comes with authority
and power to the help of His imprisoned ones, and none can stay
His hand, or ask, "'Vhat doest Thou"l" And, what messages of
tender love and comfort does He bear! The tongue of the learned
is His! He" knows holV to speak a word in season to him that is
weary," as soul-prisoners full often are; and a few gracious words
dropped from His divine lips into the heart, and sealed there
by the indwelling Holy Spirit, speedily "turn the captivity"
of the captive and put a new song into the mouth. "Or ever
I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib"
(Song vi. 12). When, "at the sighing of the needy," the Lord
arises from His place to deliver him from his bonds, and from the
enemy that assaults him, then onc ',ord of authoritative command
is enough, "Loose him, and let him go!"
When the Word of the Lord visited the Prophet in Zedekiah's
prison, it was to speak comfortably unto him. "Thus saith the
Lord, the Maker thereof "-the Maker of all that was good and
acceptable in Jeremiah, and the Maker of the circumstances which
surrounded him. The God of om salvation is ever mindful that, in
grace, He has "made" His regenerated people, and therefore stands respon·
sibly related to them by ties of Creatorship, Paternity, and Covenant!
Note well, dear reader, in what comfortable words the
Divine Visitor addressed the imprisoned Prophet, "Call upon Me,
and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty [margin,
hidden] things, which thou know est not." 'fhe afflictions of the
saints quicken their appeals at the throne of grace. Doubtless, it is
with this blessed end in view that the troubles of God's people are
multiplied by Him, and at times aggravated and prolonged. Jeremiah
appears to have lain long in the king's prison, and it i" instructive
to observe the Lord's mindfulness of the fact, as signified by the
ilse of the word "yet" in the passage under our notice, ":\loreover,
the Word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the second time, while
he was yet shut up in the court of the prison." These" notes of
time" are sweetly precious to the tried children of God, for they
prove the tender mercy of our heavenly Father in keeping accumte
account of the cluration of the afflictions of His trusting, dependent
family. As the Prophet writes, "Bread-cotn is bruised; because He
will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the whel of His
cart, nor bruise it with His horsemen "(Isaiah xxviii. 28). The
Divine Refiner of the sons of Levi (Mal. iii. 3) is represented as
'personally "sitting" in charge of the crucible, and His unerring
judgment as to the heat of the -fires and the duration of their
action may well be trusted by "the precious sons of Zion, comparable
to fine gold." The cry of exercised souls when in the furnace goes
to the heart of their Great High Priest; who is "touched with the
feeling of their infirmities," and we tra-ce the tenderness of His
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compassion for His Church when under the rod in His recorded
exclamation, "Mine heart is turned within Me, My repentings are
kindled together" (Hosea xi. 8). Oh, what wonders have the cries
of the Lord's prisoners moved His mio'hty hands to uerform! It was
prayer which literally made the i~on shackles \~hich bound the
Apostle Peter in prison to drop oB', and which caused "the iron
gate that led unto the city" to open that the Lord's persecuted
servant might go forth free (Acts xii.). "Prayer was made without
ceasing of the Church unto God for him "-and God showed His faithful
witness "great and mighty things." It is the delight of the' God
of the promises to "appear" for those who trust in Him in "the
dark and cloudy day." Oh, brethren and sisters in tribulation and
temptation, let it be our blessed habit to do as the Psalmist says
of the poor-" the poor leaveth himself" [mw'gin] to the Lord
(Psalm x. 14). It is the only safe place.
Oh, let our bonds be
whatever they may, and our circumstances be however distressing,
this Divine refuge is always at hand, and our heavenly Father is
always within call. "Call upon Me," is His loving invitation, and He
cannot deny Himself. Our one desire need be that He would glorify
Himself iu us. Surely, that is thc longing petition of every filial heart.
The offence of the cross is still a reality among the true'
witnesses for Christ and His came. The bitter hatred to the truth.
which led Zedekiah to cast Jeremiah into prison still reigns in the
world, and no one who, for the love of Christ, sets his face against
the apostate times in which we live, can possibly escape reproach.
This, however, is an hono\ll' which is only shared by "disciples
indeed," and such may well account it all joy when they fall into
" divers temptations" for their adorable Master's name's sake! Oh,.
that all the dear suffering saints of the Lord Jesus could fully drink
into the following language of the imprisoned SAMUEL RUTHERFORD
when he wrote to another tried believer in Christ :-" I bless the
Lord, that the cause I suffer for needeth not to blush before kings:
Christ's white, honest, and fair Truth needeth neither to wax pale for'
fear, nor to blush for shame. I bless the Lord, who hath graced you
to own Christ now, when so many are afraid to profess Him, and:
Alas, that
hida Him, for fear they suffer loss by a\'ouching Him.
so many in these days are carried with the times! . as if". their
conscience rolled upon oiled wheels, so do they go any way the
wind blo\veth them. W'orthy, and much-honoured sir, go on to own
Christ and His oppressed Truth: the end of sufferings for the
Gospel is rest and gladness. Light and joy are sown for the mourners
in Zion, and the harvest (which is of God's making, for time and
manner) is near; crosses have right and claim to Christ in His
members, till legs and arms and whole mystical Christ be in heaven.
They are blessed who suffer, an'.! sin not, f01; suffering is the badge·
that Christ hath put upon His followers. Take what way we can
to heaven, the way is hedged up with crosses; there is no way but
to bre'lK through them.
Wit and wiles, shifts and laws, will not
find out a way '/'omd the cross of Christ, but we must throngh.
One thing, by experience, my Lord hath taught me, that the waters
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betwixt this and he aven may all be ridden, if we be well horsed'
I mean, if we be in Christ; and not one shall drown by the way, but
such as love their own destruction. Oh, if we could wait on for a
time, and believe in the dark the salvation of God! Worthy and
dear sir,. se~ your face to heaven, and make you to stoop at all the
low entries In the way, that you may receive the kingdom as a child.
'Without this,' He that knew the way said, 'there is no entry in.'
Oh, but Christ is willing to lead a poor sinner! Oh, what love
my po.or soul hath fa und in Him, in the house of my pilgrimage! "
Olifton.
J. O.
THE BETTER INHERITANCE.
-As for bodily health 01' strength, worldly peace or prosperity, gains
projects, riches or honours, favour or affection, kindness or civil
-treatment from this world, let it not be once expected nor once
Tl1entioned among you as becometh saints; for these things are not
'in the Covenant; they are no part of the better inheritance; for
-these things are seen, but the great reward is not seen j these are
temporal, but the portion is eternal. But is there no better reward
~for present services, even in this life, than temporal things 1 Oh,
.yes! His favour is better than life itself, and His countenance as
:a cloud of the latter rain, which oIten distils precious drops, which
serve to soften the clods, and prepare it for the reception of the
word of life. Let us glory in our infirmities, for these keep us
from confidence in the flesh; let us glory in reproaches, for these
keep us from having fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness,
for he that is· a friend of the world is the enemy of God. When
the outward man decays, "the inward man is renewed day by
,day." And even bodily pains are intended to eject us out of this
··.·Barthly house, that we may be admitted into our house that is from
·-above, where the inhabitants shall no more say, "I am sick." And
knowing we have such a hope, what have we to fear, seeing that
our whole work is to cleave to Christ, to follow, and to endeavour
to please conscience 1 How can we be poor that haye God for our
portion? This is not our rest because it is polluted; this is not
"our home or our dwelling-place, and we are called strangers,
:~pilgrims, and wayfaring men.
'''1e know we haye turned the
-corner, gained the summit, and are going down the hill j the
'valley of the shadow of death is at the bottom, then comes
Jordan, and on the other side is the chief mountain, the fountain
of life, and the everlasting hills. Set your heart on tl,is heavenly
country, where we shall see our best Beloved, and enjoy each other's
company and conversation for evermore. The Lamb in the midst of
the throne shall feed us to the full, fill us with light from His sweet
face, and with love, joy, and peace from His heart.-- TV. Huntington.
'01'
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Covenant of grace benefits millions of the human race.
None speak against it who know their interest in it.
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"Not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better
1'esltl'rection."-HEBREws xi. 35.
1'r was given the great Apostle of the Gentiles to write much of
heavenly anticipations; to set forth in striking contrast the type
and its Antitype; and as one well zealously trained in ceremonial
law, and having been taught by grace its utter inability to meet
the requirements of a poor lost, needy sinner, he set forth in
contrast the shadow and substance, so proving the superior
excellence of the one to the other. Thus, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews alone Paul could testify of eleven better things that concerned
Christ Jesus his Lord and His kingdom of grace, whilst eighteen
Our
times in all we find the word u~ed by him in his Espistles.
younger readers will find it an interesting study to search out these
passages and their context. But to return to our subject. Paul says,
"And what more shall I say? for the time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jepht~fe; of David also,
and Samuel, and of the Prophets; who, through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead
raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resnrrection." Oh, how little
can we realize the suffering of these dear children of God, who counted
not their lives dear unto j-.hem! What tortures, suffcrings, fiery
trials and persecutions! \Vhat miraculous escapes! what deliverances
from the very jaws of death and Satan's fiends! "In deaths oft," was
the experience of many another Paul; the "fiery fnrnace," the lion's
den; the dark "dungeon where there was no water, but mire;" the
" horrible depths; " the hiding" in caves and dens of the earth," from
" the fury of the oppressor;" the making to serve with hard bondage,
tortures, persecutions, untold cruelties, were the experiences and" lot"
of the early Christian Churches. They counted not the cost of the
bodily sufrering; yea, it was given them to sing (as did Paul and Silas
in the inner prison) 3.bove all nature's sorrow. Faith looked above and
beyond this present suffering to a bettej' reswTeetion, and thus these all
d'i'ld, but in full assurance of an everlasting resurrection to eternal life.
It was to them the bright hope and day-star; a better, a more
enduring, yea, a never-ending deliverance than the present escape from
bodily suffering and death. By faith they grasped the eternal realities
of union with a living Christ; they fully embraced and were persuaded
that because He lives, they should live eternally with Him also. They
followed Paul's desire to kl:low Him and the power of His resurrection.
They died in Him, and they looked to live with Him theit' risen Lord
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in glory. "Not accepting deliverance." That would have been but
temporary, and in most, if not in all cases, a gain to the adversary.
To recant or to deny their Lord was the one course open to all om'
early and Reformation martyrs. But what was their mind ~ "We are
not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He
will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king." If He chose who wrought
deliverance for Israel out of Egypt, whose arm could stay the Red
Sea, that they should pass clean over, He can deliver, and if He choose to,
it is well with us. But if not, it is equally well with us now anrI hereafter, for all these things are hut as finger-posts pointing to that
"better resurrection." Therefore are we even joyful in "not accepting
deliverance" here, that we may be partakers of His kingdom and glory
who, as Captain of our salvation, was made perfect through suffering
yonder.
The resurrection was the hope, and the brighest hope, of the
Church of all ages. Abraham, as representatiYe of the golden age of
faith in the patriarchal times, belie-yed it, hoped for it, liyed in the
expectation of it; and in offering up his dearly beloved son Isaac,
" accounted that God was able to raise him up even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figurc." The Psalmist sang of it;
and" of whom also the prophets gave witness;" and the Apostles went
everywhere preaching "through J eSllS the resurrection from the
dead," and refuting the error of the Sadducees, "who say there is no
resurrection." It was upon this grand and an-absorbing subject that
Paul was called into question, "because he preached unto them Jesus
and the resurrection." It is beyond the ken of mortal understanding
l\nd reasoning. Even the Lord's own disciples, who had heard Him
many times refer to it, did not grasp it. His enemies remembered His
words before, and His di8ciples had them bronght to miud afte?' His
resurrection! (Matt. xxvii. 63; Luke xxiv. S; aud John ii. 22.) But
it is the very foundation of all our hope and joy and the ycry heart
and essence of true religion. "If Christ be not ritised, your faith is
vain, ye are yet in your sins: then they also which are ftl11en asleep
in Christ are perished. . . . . But now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the first fruits of them that slept."
Yes, there was the glorious truth taught, and the bright hope of
it instilled into their hearts, when Jehovah declared Himself the
"God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," to His Israel. These had
all died, and were they not to be made alive again, by the God of the
living, where were the comfort of quoting their names except as to
remind His people that they lived by the power of their Almighty
One.
"As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive." Oh glorious word, Spirit-breath~d from the yery heart of
the compassionate Saviour at the grave-side of His "friend" at
Bethany, " And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me sh(tll never die."
Yes, it pleased Him in His gracious condescension, and in consideration at the slowness of our hearts to believe all that thc prophets
had spoken concerning it, to bring it ever forward as the bright
and shining hope of "the end of the way." "For as Jonas was
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three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth; and
as though to set it forth the more plainly, He raised by His Divine
power a widow's son, the daughter of J airus, and His friend Lazarus,
and thus declaring that "God is not the God of the dead, but of
the living." The Old rrestament Scriptures also set forth this truth
in type, as found in Numbers xix. 11-20, and in figure, as the raising'
of the little son of the Zarephathan widow by Elijah, and the
Shunammite's son by Elisha.
Oh, beloved, with these glorious truths in view, can we not in
measure, however small, enter into the joyous hope of these of our
text, who, yeilding up their lives unto the God who had breathed
into them the breath of life, and whose Divine prerogative was to
recall that breath at any time He chose; "They accepted not
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection;" knowing
in Christ their risen and ascended Lord, that Great Shepherd of
His blood-bought sheep, "whom God raised up, because it was not
possible for death to h1ld Him," that in Him they lived, and in
spite of what man could do to their bodies (and after that have no
more that they can do), that because their Great Forerunner lived,
they should live also, having spoiled death, conquered the last
enemy, robbed the grave of its victory, and that the same power
which raised Him up should also raise them, and" present them
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy," and
make them to sit with Him in heavenly places.
Is not this that belle)' 1'eSU1Tection, that second passing from death
unto life; that leaping the gaping grave, from dungeon, torture, fire;
grasping the blood-stained hand of their Great Forerunner, ,rho has
for them entered within the veil, through sui/ering, knowing that
there is nothing for them between "this preseRt" and that "far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory"! Absent frompresent with their risen and ascended Lord!
"All hail! 0 glorious Son of God,
In triumph risen againAll heaven resounds with joyful laud
The songs of ransomed men;
The mighty chains of death are riven,
The risen Christ is throned in heaven,
"Before Thee all the shining hosts,
The mighty angels bend;
The eaved ones from a thousand coasts
The psalms of victory blend:
I join that song so passing sweet,
I cast my crown before Thy feet!"
"For I know," says Job," that my Living One liveth, and that
Last One shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin worms destroy. this body, yet in my flesh I shall see
God: whom I shall see on my side, and mine eyes shall behold, and
not a stranger, though my reins within me are consumed with
earnest desire."
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Thus in sure and certain hope lived and died the Pauline martyrs,
"not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection :" and nnto His believing Church also will He soon appear
without sin unto salvation, when in heavenly chorus they too shall
sing with the redeemed host gone before, as they do now' in
anticipation"That Resurrection word,
That ahout of victory,
'Once more for evel' with the Lord ,Amen, so let it be."
R.
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:HIS INTERCEssIOx.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLO)JOX';S SOXG v. 16.
"He ever liveth to make intercession."-HEDREws vii. 25.
THE prayer which Jesus uttered for His disciples, recorded in John xvii.,
is emphatically" the Lord's Prayer," and constitutes the one precious
example of His· great and glorious intercession. The Lord Jesus
might have offered it in silence or in secret, but He presented
Himself to His Father as our Mediator and Intercessor. The record
of His petition is a gracions legacy to His Church, and beautifully
displays the loveliness of a pleading, praying Saviour as the believer's
faithful and unwearied Advocate with the Father.
1. THE CIRCUMSTANCES.
It is instructive to notice the t-ime of the event. Let us go back a
few hours. Jesus and His disciples had aU partaken of the last Passover and the first Lord's Supper in the large upper room in Jerusalem.
"The devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's
son, to betray Him" (xiii. 2), Judas had gone forth into the night to
accomplish his fell purpose. After his departure, Jesus, knowing that
His hour was come, commenced a discourse, in which He spoke to
His disciples of His approaching sufferings, and answered various
questions) teaching them above all things to love one another (xiii.).
Whilst they continued sitting at the table, He poured into their
hearts and ears that gracious instruction concerning the Father, Himself, and the Comforter whom He would send unto them, which is
contained in chapter xiv. At its conclusion they sang a hymn, and in
obedience to His injnnction, "Arise, let us go hence," they left the
supper-table, and following Him, went forth beyond the walls of the
city towards the brook Cedron. It was night, but the paschal moon
shone brightly; and, standing there in the soft radiance, Jesus uttered
those memorable last words recorded in chapters xv., xvi. When He
had finished speaking to His disciples Jesus turned to His Father,
and began to address Him in tbe petition before us. The commencing
words of the seventeenth chapter show that John must have been
watching his Master very closely and very lovingly; for he noticed
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the glancing of the dear Saviour's eyes. Now, John seldom mentions
the "look." On this occasion, however, he narrates that after finishing the discourse to His disciples, Jesus" lifted up His eyes to heaven."
Then, in their hearing, He breathed forth2.

THE GREAT PRAYER.

Reading the chapter carefully, we observe that it divides itself into
four portions: First, Jesus spoke in reference to Himself (1-5);
Second, He describes the character of those who were His disciples
(6-8) j Third, we have the supplication for them (9-24) j and, Fourth,
the conclusion (25, 26).
i. Jesus referred to Himself (1-5). The object of His life, work,
and approaching exaltation was, that He might glorify His Father.
Power had been given Him over all flesh, that He should gi\Oe
eternal life to those whom the Father had given Him. He shows.
this eternal life to consist in knowledge of the Father and the SOli.
He speaks of His work as being finished. Note the reiterated "I
have." He longed and prayed to return to that glory from which
He had descended. Then turning from Himself, He goes onii. '£0 describe His disciples (6 8). They were given to Him, and
therefore separated "out of the world j " to them He had manifested
His Father's Name, and thus they truly possessed that saving
knowledge which is life eternal. Upon them Jesus had bestowed
certain gifts j for He had given them the words of the living God,
the knowledge of Himself as the Son of God, and they possessed
true faith, which" received" His words, and "believed" in Him.
For these favoured ones, He proceeds to makeiii. Supplication (9-24). And here we observe1. He particularised those for whom He prayed. And how closely
drawn is the line of discrimination! He prayed "not for the world,"
but for those who had been given to Him (9, 10).
2. He then pleaded for their preservation from all evil j that the
Holy Father would keep them through His Name in Union (11),
in Security (12), and in Joy (13). They need keeping because
they are exposed to the world's hatred (14). Notwithstanding this,
Jesus did not desire that they might be taken out of the world,
but" kept from the evil" (15) j inasmuch as though in it they are
not of it (16).
3. He then prayed for their sanctification through the power of tlw
Truth, which is the Word of God (17) ; and by this they should be
distinguished from the world into which they were sent to be as
lights, even as He was sent (18); Jesus Himself being the Author of all
sanctification (19).
4. The next point in His Intercession for the Church was, a fenent
plea for Union, that those who should afterwards be manifested as.
believers (20) might be gathered together into oneness and union with
Him (21), being fellow-partakers of His glory (22).
5. His next petition is very blessed, namely, that they might be
perfected in union with the Father and Himself j that the whole:
0
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Body might be, in the end, a monument of redeeming love before an
astonished world (23).
6. The Lord summed up this' Intercession in one gracious, blessed
expression of His will, that all whom the Father had given Him might
finally behold His glory (24). They had witnessed His humiliation
and been partakers of His sufferings j and He desired they might also
behold, and share, His triumphs and consolations.
iv. This inexpressibly blessed Prayer of our Lord concluded thus:
"0 righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee; but I ha,e
known Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And
I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it; that the
love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them"
(25, 26).
When Jesus had finished, they pursued their course, and went
forth over the brook Cedron into the Garden of Gethsemane.
Bath.
E. C.
SPECIAL MARKS OF THE LORD'S DEAR CHILDREX.
HIS citizenship is in the heavens, thereforc he boasts not in national
associations as so many do, but while he prays for the peace of thc
eountry where he sojourns, he occupies it simply as a stranger and it
pilgriin. He looks not for prosperity as a mark of God's favour,
being already blessed with spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus-one in
Him! He knows not what it is to contend for earthly rights as such.
No eye for eye, nor tooth for tooth. No. "He can rather take
joyfully the spoiling of his goods." He is a man of love, not of la1v.
No appeal to earthly tribunals; no law for him but the law of
love. He is a man of heaven, not of earth. No striving to be rich
for the sake of riches; no conforming to the idle fashions of thc
<lay, more especially in the worship of God; and let God's deal'
ehildren pray for grace to live more than ever separate from a world
that lieth in the wicked one.-Selected.

THE BOW IK THE CLO D.
IT was in the element of vengeance that the bow was to be seen j it
was in the element of vengeance that the primary colours of light
were to be revealed; it was in the element of Vingeance that the
beauty of the sun was to be exhibited. He was abo,e the firmament,
()r the bow could not appear. In this, many instmctive truths present
themselves to our consideration. It was in vengeance-in destruction
-that God manifested His love in the death of His Son Jesus Christ j
there the moral perfections of God appeared in all their beauty,
refracted and reflected by His hllmanity. -Hov;els.
DIVINE assertions are true j human assertions of them are often false
Man perverts what God asserts.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
(ESTHER v,)

" Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her
royal apparel and stood in the inner court of the king's house,
over against the king's honse: and the king sat upon his royal
throne in thoking's house, over against the gate of the house,"
"Seek the Lord and His strength." The three days' waiting
upon God with fasting had renewed her strength spiritually,
in proportion as the abstinence would weaken the flesh and
keep under the body, but "they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength." ,Visdom, courage, grace were given
to her, so on the third day Esther put on her royal apparel;
she would not venture into his presence in aught of her owri; besides,
her royal robes would remind the king of the favour towards her,
the choice, the love that made her his queen. It is full of suggestive teaching as to the manner in which one who has request to
make of the King of kings should come before Him-should "put
Oll Christ "-put on by faith the robe of His righteousness, that kingly
<l,pparel He wrought on earth for His people to be justified in.
" How glorious was the robe He wrought,
When dwelling on this earthly globe,
When each good deed and each pure thought
Conspired to weave QUl'spoFless robe; "
so that every believer may rejoice greatly with the Prophet Isaiah,
"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful
in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness; as
<' bride adorneth herself with her jewels" (Isaiah lxi. 10). Like
Bartimeus casting away his garments, let us by faith put on
this matchless robe of our King's own providing, and thus
"she shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework"
shows the analogy of spiritual truth with this historical narrative.
"It cost the heavenly Bridegroom a prick at every stitch," as an old
writer expresses it; and this royal apparel is so pleasing to the Great
King that He speaks of the wearer as ., comely throngh My comeliness that is put upon thee." The apparel is described accurately in
Ezekiel xvi, and in Canticles, "I clothed thee with broidered work,
<U1d shod thee with badgers' skins" (strong enough for the trying way,
for religion does not always walk in silver slippers, yet the feet "shod
with the preparation of the Gospel of peace," are dainty in His sight.
"How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, 0 prince's daughter"
(Song vii. 1). Let us seek to be thus shod, carrying the Gospel of
His love where we go.
"I girded thee about with fine linen." His righteousness under the
figure of fine linen (Itev. xix. 8) is 110 coarse thread in the weaving
of it, and the girdle of experimental cleaving composed of it
(J er. xiii. 11), not a fibre that is not His. and perfect! " And covered
thee with silk" (woven as the silkworm produces it, by Him who
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said, "I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of m311, and de>pisei of
the people" (Psalm xxii. 6); woven before He yielded up the ghost,
and exchanged the earthly life for heavenly glory! What a wondrolls
figure is the silkworm of His two-fold life-weaving the silk ill its own
body in the worm-state, and then, having finished its work, exchanging
that life for the soaring life! Esther's royal apparel would surely be
of silk I "I decked thee with ornaments, and put bracelets on thy
hands"; love tokens and pledges of betrothal, "and a chain on thy
neck," every link of which denoted Covenant union with the Head
and glorious adorning: "and I put a jewel in thy forehead," that others
might see that she was the King's own, and His delight in her: "and
earrings in thy ears," that they might perpetually be opened to listen
to His voice; bored, for continual love-service (Exod. xxi. 6),
responsive to His love who said, " Mine ears hast Thou opened" (Psalm
xl. 6), when He served under the law for His wife and children. And
lastly, "a beautiful crown upon thine head," "erowned thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies." Esther put un her royal apparel. Let
us imitate her example when we come to our King to make request for
our people. How often we are enjoined to put uff the old man, to put
on the new man, to "put on Christ "--" Put on thy beautiful
garments." It would not have been humility, but abominable pride, to
have omitted to put on any part of that her royal husband had
provided for her to wear as his queen, his beloved wife. To put on
meaner garments was to dishonour him and disparage his bounty.
True meekness shone in adorning herself fully in all the courtly dress
and ornaments which king Ahasuerus designed for her to appear in.
Unbelief, when it leads us to seek any other than the adorning divine,
the spotless robe of righteousness, and any other warrant to wear it
than the marvelJous riches of His grace who bestows it as a free gift,
dishonours our King greatly, and mars its own peace and joy in
believing! Thus arrayed, even wc may stand in the inner court as
Esther did, adorned f<;lr her husband, whose law seemed against her, but
really proved to be only a more perfect vehicle for the manifestation of
grace-free, sovereign grace and love! She stood in the inner conrt,
the place where law might condemn, but grace would abound" over
against the king's house." So nigh to him, for he sat on the royal
throne, in the king's house, over against the gate of the houseaccessible to those who came in at the gate! ,YhaL a striking figuro
of access of a soul privileged to "come boldly to the throne of
grace to obtain mercy, and find grace, to help in time of neecl." No
sweeter illustration of it is to be found in the whole Book of
God.
"And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing'
in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held
out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther
drew near, and touched the top of the scel?tre." The king saw Esther
-knew the peril of her position instantly.' What love and grace that
look conveyed! She obtained favour in his sight, and the king held
out to her the golden sceptre that was in his hand. That act of his
had a drawing power; it drew her to him, banishing every fear, So
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Esther drew near-so she had drawn near to a greater than he, and
in the time of deep distress, like Jacob at Peniel, sho saw the face
'Of God; and as he next day saw the face of God again in that of his
reconciled brother Esau, so Esther now saw in the look of favour and
extended sceptre of the king, that the God of Israel had caused His
face to shine upon her, and she was saved. How joyous she must
have felt as she drew near (" perfect love casting out the fear that
hath torment "), and touched the top of the sceptre!
Musing in a
time Of illness upon this exquisite clause, the writer recalled having seen
in her youth the regalia of our Queen, and that her sceptre is a golden
rod about two feet long, bulging into some breadth at the end, and
studded round with costly jewels, and the finest a diamond at the apex.
This led to consideration of the more infinitely precious gems that
compose the sceptre of King Jesus.
"'The sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre." So righteousness and judgment, faithfulness
and truth, mercy and graoe, shine with brilliance, blending harmoniously in tone and colour; but the rowning jewel is Love, and
enhances the whole in its diamond radiance, stooping the lowest to
reach the suppliar,t to whom it is extended. So when Esther to'xhed
the top of the sceptre a thrill of love was communicated to her from
the arm of power that wielded the golden emblem of sovereignty, and
also reached the heart of him who extended towards her the symbol of
grace and royal favour, as well as marital affection. It is almost too
glilblime to depict in the spiritual and divine analogy.
Oh for frequent
recurrence of the marvellous unfolding of Divine love blended in our
King and His sceptre as shadowed here so eloquently.
"Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther 1
and what is thy request 7 it shall be even given thee to the half of the
kingdom." The profoundest love that had thrilled her heart in the
sceptre tup as she tOMhed it now finds tenderest expression in solicitude
to know, "What wilt thou 1" Why take the position of a trembling
suppliant, queen Esther 7 Hast thou forgotten that thou art united
to me by the most endearing bond 1 "Thou art mine "-my Queen,
and what is thy request 7 Is there anything thou lackest 1 it shall
even be given thee to the half of the kingdom! It finds its surpassing counterpart in the royal promise of our King, whose dominion
is an everlasting dominion: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in :My Name, He will give it you. If ye shall
ask anything in My Name, I will do it." "Ask and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full." Great as was this eastern monarch,
reigning over "an hundred and seven and twenty" provinces,
behold, a greater is here! and the "whatsoever/, and "anything"
of the blessed and only Potentate commensurate with the far-exceeding
extent of omnipotent powc", love, and grace! Right royally is it
depicted here, and the effect is unique!
Who would not expect that at once Esther would unburden her
heart of the weighty sorrow that oppressed her 1 It had always been
a marvel how she could refrain from immediately claiming the
magnanimous promise; but the touch of the top of the sceptre, as so
sweetly revealed, accounts for it all! His great love, in the boundless
H
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expression of it, entranced her soul and drew forth responsive echo
from her heart. How could she talk of sorrow 1 all fear for herself or
her people was gone! One thing she desired, that she must seek
after-more of his presence, and to bask in it! it was the highway of
blessing and delight for her, of salvation for her people!
"And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the king, let the
king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that I haye prepared for him." It is sublime in its unfolding: let the king come
this day; she could even endure the adversary in his presence, fully
persuaded that in due time he would be confounded there-if it seemed
good to the king. All places where he was were alike to her, but she
wished him to know how she longed to entertain and commune
with him, so she had prepared a banquet specially fo1' him (no
thought of Haman's pleasure in it). We read in the Canticles,
"He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me
was love." But this is Esther's banquet. ,Yhat is the nature of
the banquet she prepares, which, l!piritually viewed, the Church of
Christ prepares for her beloved Lord 1 It is called the banquet of
wine: "Thy love is better than wine;" the spouse in Solomon's.
Song declares; so we may infer that the banquet is mutual love.
He had graciously manifested his in the extended sceptre and promise; she wanted to manifest hers; her delight in his love, in the
only channel she could convey it, for the very wine of the banquet
would be his! and for his enjoyment she would set it daintily before
him. Is there any banquet at which a redeemed, washed, purified
soul can give entertainment to our King to equal the earnest .longing for His presence, and the all-absorbing desire that excludes;
every other craving or want but Himself 1 She manifests the sweet·
confidence of faith that could rest in his word and trust his promise, waiting the fitting moment to prove his faithfulness. She
knew the extent of his dominion; his unlimited power to saye and
great resources; and this loving confidence and simple trust were
evidently well pleasing to him: it increased his desire to grant whatever she might ask j it illustrates His grace, who is "DJore ready tahear than we to pray," who grants "abundantly above all we ask
or think. 'fhe king's soul is in his answer, "And the king said,
Cause Haman to make haste, that he may do as Esther hath said,'"
as though he said, I am ready at this moment (" Behold, I come
quickly," like the swift response in Song iv. 16, and v. 1). If Haman
must go with me, cause him to make haste. Love brc{)ks no delay;
it is like the bounding of the hart to the gentle roe, leaping over
obstacles. The figure is used to show the speed with which the
Lord comes to commune with His people when they cry, " Make
haste, my Beloved, and be Thou like a young hart npon the mountains of spices."
"So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had'
prepared." Alas that the adversary should be present, even at our
solemn feast, but the king's presence controls his animus. "And the
king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition,
and it shall be granted thee ~ and what is thy request 1 Even to
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the half of the kingdom it shall be performed." He does not merely
promise, assuredly he will pm/arm (Psalm lxvii. 2), however difficult
it may be. Is it not often so at our banquet of wine 1 The
believer goes there desiring to "remember Thy love more than
wine," to "show forth the Lord's death till He come," and in remem"
brance of His dying love to yield the whole heart and life to Him.
And how often does He call forth, by the Spirit's prompting, the
reqnest for more frequent tokens of His presence and love, and the
petition also for the salvation of others closely allied, as well as of
some far-off ones, for whom there is earnest solicitude, or, may be, some
beloved in the Lord whose speeial need calls for wrestling prayer.
Let us never forget that our love, our solicitude for them, never'
oven equals that of our King. Has He betrothed us to Himself and
given us many a token of His unchanging love? We may venture to·
remind Him that our sorrows must be His (Isaiah lxiii. 9). Union with
Him involves it; therefore we rest in His love (Heb. iv. 3), and rely
upon His arm being outstretched on our behalf and theirs. This
wondrous narrative was "written for our learning "-let us get the
lesson by heart. Once assured of his love and favour, Esther's disquietude was gone. "He that believeth shall not make haste." 'Vas
he not the great king, and his promise certain 1 Who could hinder
him? not even Haman. Child of God, be thy perplexity what it may,
commit thy cause "unto God that performeth all things for me,"
happy in being able to say, "We have known and believed the love·
that God hath to us." Esther's perfect trust and perfect peace shine
conspicuously and brightly in her reply. "Then answered Esther,.
and said, My petition and my request is, If I have found favour in the
sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant my petition, and to
perform my request, let the king and Haman come to the banquet
that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king
hath said." She first exalts his unmerited favour and goodness that
remembered her in her low estate, and chose her (it is a beautiful
model for us); hers is not the "if" of unbelief, but of marvel at his
condescension and surprising grace, too wonderful to be accounted for
but by himself; true courtly language, suitable for the large request
she had to make of the august sovereign, yet the freedom of the
favoured wife desiring to entertain him who so bounteously maintained
her, and so royally promised to bestow all she asked. "According to·
the good pleasure of His will," is the measure of our King's" kindness towards us through Christ Jesus," so that her language
fits our need
There was no question about his ability, and
his reiterated willingness she could not put any doubt or negative
upon.
The chief motive in delaying to ask is the craving for
His presence to-morrow, as well as to-day, though the whole tenour of
what follows shows the mysterious working of divine Purpose and
Providence controlling her mind, and every link in the circumstantial chain forged by infinite Wisdom and welded together with
infinite skill, for the greater display of almighty Love and the
advancement of the man whom the Great King delighteth to honour !
To-mol'1'OW ;- marvellous events crowd in the interval~to-morrow
H 2
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she will prepare for Haman also, his last banquet. "Let the king and
Hamancorne to-morrow to the banquet that I shall prepare for them."
For it is when the King come, again; at His second coming the
Wicked One shall be consumed by the breath of His mouth. It is most
suggestive, and herein is a thread of prophetic teaching, another aspect
of this unique history. We often wonder at our shortsightedness, ready
to contend for a certain view of God's truth when His Word is like the
luany-sided crystal, and as His light shines we can only see the
brilliance; "the deep that coucheth beneath" needs the divine mattock
to dig with (Isaiah vii. 25). 0 blessed Book!
"One page of thee is inexhaustible,
Nought shows etemity's employ like Thee!
Exhaustless is thy New, and New thine Old,
Most blessed Word.
Such wealth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word,
Demands eternity; helps me to see
How endless life llIay endless learning be."
" I will do to-morrow as the king hath said." "In His presence is
fulnessof joy," even here below, for His "greatly beloved" ones
who are privileged by the Spirit shedding abroad the love of God
in their hearts to invite renewed visitations j not that He eYer leaves
or forsakes them (Heb. xiii. 5), yet we may dwell in Him and He
in us, yet not always be in the banquet chamber! It is His
1'ealized presence makes our feast, banishes sadness and forebodings
of evil, so that sometimes the pressure of that which had filled the
mind as needing importunate prayer is exchanged for absorbing
spiritual desires, ani the request postponed.
"To-morrow."
"In your patience possess ye your souls." Proibably the Spirit of God restrained her spirit (1 Cor. ii. 10, 11). How
-the king would pe1!onn his word was not her concern; his royal
estate assured her he would and could keep his promise; nothing
could withstand his sovereign will, and now she knell' his heart of
love towards her, she can prepare for Haman to be there too, the
unfolding of her secret would be incomplete without him, he must be
present when his diabolical scheme was made known j the typical
and prophetic light also would be defective. " Let the king and Haman
come to-morrow." His coming will be salvatiol for us, destruction for
our adversary!
"Let the King come," this day,-come to-lliorrow,-Come and
manifest Himself and make His abode with all them who long, wait
for, and love His appearing; saying, "0 when wilt Thou come unto
me? " Come in and sup (Rev. iii. 20) at the Lord's Supper with His
disciples; Come for the weary ones and receive them unto Himself
who cry, "Why is His chariot so long in coming 1" the chariot
'" paved with love"; Come to be glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe,-in that day,-" at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints." "Surely I come quickly:
Amen. Even so, Come, Lord Jesus."

Leicester.

MARY.
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THE SECRET GROWTH.
"And He said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a'man should cast
,<eed irdo the ground; and slwuld sleep, and 1'ise night and day,
and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.
For the earth bl'ingeth forth fruit of hene{f; [int the blade, then the
ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But when the jmit is brought
forth, immediately he putt13th in the sic7cle, because the hart'est is
come."-MARK iv, 26-39.
THIS short but very beautiful parable, peculiar to St. Mark's Gospel,
unlike the parable of the sower, which is for several classes, ill exclusively for those who are concerned in the kingdom of God. If
we were asked to state its subject matter in a phrase, we might,
say it is "growth in grace."
Some have thought that the parable is supplementary to that of'
the sower, which precedes it in this chapter-a kind of amplification.,
of the eight and twentieth verses.
Commentators differ as to who the sower is that is spoken of here;;:
some holding that it is a Divine Sower, and others that a human
sower is intended; the latter basing their opinions upon the fact that
it cannot be said of God that "He sleeps," or "He knoweth not
how." God never sleeps, and He knoweth all things.
But as Bishop WALSHAM How says in his Commentary on the
Gospels, "'We need not curiously inquire who the man represents,
as it is not to the man who sowed, but to the growth of the seed
sown, that our Lord directs our minds. The man belolJgs only to.
the framework of the parable, and not to the lesson it is meant t.(}v
teach,"
Dean ALFORD says, "The man is just the farmer or husbandman",
hardly admitting an interpretation, but necessary to the machinery'
of the parable."
By his sleeping and rising night and day is simply meant, that'
having sown the seed the man goes about his other business, and
leaves it to grow by that wondrous secret power of life which God
has given it. For the purposes of the parable it would appear that
the words might be written impersonally, "So is the 7cingdum of
God, as if seed 1cere cast into the ground."
It is the frequent method of holy Scripture, as in this parable r
to draw illustrations from nature, in order to illustrate Divme truth,_
and thus lessons are brought home to us in the best way possibleto reach our understanding,
"So is the kingdom of God, as ~{ a man sh01Lld cast seed into the'
ground." That is to say, there is a truth in God's kingdom of
grace whiuh finds its equivalent in His realm of nature, and it is
this: the Gospel seed which has been planted by the Divine Husbandman grows and flourishes in a prepared heart, like the tiny seed that
the farmer places in the soil. There is something congruous in the earth
to the seed which is sown in it, so that the seed is adopted and
nourished by the soil. It is just the same with the heart of man
when it has been prepared by God for the reception of the Gospel
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seed, because man's awakened heart wants exactly what the ~Word
of God supplies. Natnrally men hate the Word, but when a man
is brought' to feel his need of it, and his heart is prepared to
receive it, he gladly giws it a place, and thus the one becomes
congruous to the other.
"And He said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should
cast seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise night and day,
and the seed should spring and grow up he knoweth not how."
"He knoweth not how." The growth then is secret. The growth
of a seed which the husballdm'm places in the ground is certainly
'~a profound secret.
We know this. for no scientific man hlts ever
been able to satisfactorily explain it, and none ever will. To the
end of time it must remain a secret.
It is just the same with
the growth of the Gospel secd which God plants in believing hearts.
"He knoweth not how" must ever express our feeling with regard
to it.
Deeply mysterious is the growth of the Gospel seed in the heart
.-0f man. It enters the soul and roots itself, but we know not how.
Naturally men hate the Word, often indeed with a ,enomous hatred;
~ibut at the same time we see that it can enter and so change
·;the heart that those who once hated it can come to love it. We
-see these blessed transformation scenes taking place arouud us,
thank God, from time to time; but how it is that the Holy Spirit
by the Word makes such a change in the heart, or how we are
begotten agaiu unto a lively hope, we cannot tell, any more than \ye
can account for the blowing of the wind, of which we hear the
· sound, but cannot tell whence it comes or whither it goes.
Of course we know that the work of the Holy Spirit is a new
·creation, a resurrection, a quickening from the dead; but all this
·-explanation is only a cover for our utter ignorance of the mode of
His working. It is a matter with which it is not in our power to
meddle. To the end of time we must exclaim with regard to it,
..., He Imoweth not how."
The heavenly seed gro\ys secretly, then. Unless it be buried out
·o()f sight there will be no harvest. Just as we cannot look behind
the veil which conceals the secret working of God in the mysteries
of the natural life and growth, so the divine life in man must
•for ever be hidden from all mortal eyes. Some day perhaps we
. shall kilow all about it, but for the present it must be among the
secret things that belong t:> God.
"He laWlceth not hme" must
ever be written over it in large letters. The blessed results of this
life-giving power we can sce around us every day, praise God, in
numberless instances, but the actual "modus operandi," the secret
mystery of the new birth, is not ours to fathom.
But in contemplating this deeply mysterious s'lbject, of the secret
growth of the seed, from the Christian's standpoint, we cannot help
feeling that there is also another deeply mysterious question which
naturally branches out of it. And it is this-why God should have
so set His love upon me to take all the pains with me that He has
· done, not only to plant the seed of His incorruptible Word in my poor
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treacherous heart, but to so carefully watch its growth-not only
to begin the good work but to pledge Himself to carry it on to
perfection. St Paul says (Phil. i. 6), "Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ." rrhe language of every humble
believer when contemplating this deep subject is, "Why me,
why me1"
"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather st.uve than come?"
,Ve find that the growth of the seed has an orderly development,
and the periods of development are (1) The blade, (2) The ear, (3) The
full com -in the eaj'.
Sometimes these periods correspond with periods of life, sometimes
not, The blade may be in old age. rrhe man may be born when he
is old. Or in youth there may be the maturity of yellow corn.
"The blade." God grace at first appears very small, like the .tiny
green blade when it first shoots out of the earth. Its species may be
scarcely discernable. And just in thc same way, our light at first
will appeal' only as a flicker. Our knowledge of Christ and of the
doctrines of the Gospel will be extremely limited. A convert at this
stage may have but little faith, and be weak in the exercise of it. He
will, perhaps, have but a glimmering view of Christ. But still there
is life, that is the great point. The seed of the incorruptible Word
which has been sown by the Spirit of God, has germinated and sprung
forth into something tangible.
However small it may be, there is
the blade.
At this stage the knowledge may be little, but there will be
.conviction; and although there may not be very definite opinions,
there may be a warm heart. There will probably, too, be just a
something that the world can take knowledge of that the young
disciple has been with Jesus. Let us never despise the day of slU8,ll
things.
"The ew·." It is a season of beauty and vigour. When the COIn
arrives at this stage it can hold its head erect. In this way it becomes
the emblem of decision and fixed principles. And so we grow. How
deeply mysterious is the growth of the heavenly seed. It is indeed
marvellous where we get our Christian knowledge. Apparently, too,
without system, so far as we can see; at any rate, not according to
human systems. "When a man sets out to acquire learning he goes in
for a course of study over a specified period. If he joins a profession
he is articled to a principal. If he takes to a trade he is apprenticed.
But in spiritual things we gain our knowledge, so to speak, by fits
and starts, here a little and there a little. It is so, at any rate, from a
human standpoint.
Of course, God is ever working in the light. He has a plan even if
we cannot discern it, and what in life may appear to us as nothing
but a series of events happening, by chance, are in reality so many
providences of God brought about for the furtherance of our spiritual
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growth. Over this stage, as over the others, we must still write the
words "He knoweth not how." But God knows, so we may safely leave
it in His hands.
" The full corn in the ear." This stage is marked by maturity and
ripeness. It has no further stage of development on earth. It will
die and sprout again, but its present work is done. This period is
marked by humility and by joy. The head hangs gracefully down in
token of ripeness. This teaches us the lesson of Immility.
And then comes the harvest. "B1~t when the fruit is b1'our;ht forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." Here
again, as in the case of the seed sown, our Lord would fix our minds,
not on the reaper, but on the corn reaped: that is, when those who
have received the Gospcl aright have fiuished their course, the harvest
comes, when they shall be gathered as "'heat into God's barn, as a
shock of corn in his season (Job v. 26; Matt. xiii. 30). "But when
the hart'est is come." This must be God's own time. Heaven is a
prepared place for a prepared people. He knows when the ripeness has
come. He knows when the life is complete.
Of course, I well know that no one enters the heavenly kingdom
from any merit of his own. Let me be quite clear about that. The
very best of us can only rest upon Christ's finished work for our
salvation.
"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
but God has so ordered it that each believer shall pass through the
three stages spoken of in this parable before he finishes his course.
'rhe Scripture before us certainly contemplates this. In some cases
the process is a lengthy one, and in others the stages are reached
in rapid succession; but all this is only a matter of detail. Our
point is this: There are no incomplete li,es in heawn. There are
those there whose lives are apparently incomplete, but not so in
reality. Dr. MILKER, in his admirable book of Daily Readings, Come
ye Apart, gives the account of the beheading of John the Baptist
under the heading A Complete Life. How apparently premature was
his decease, but in reality he was gathered in "as a shock of corn
cometh in in his season."
Someone who reads this article may say, "Oh that I knew whether
this Gospel seed had taken root in my heart." Well, this parable
supplies us with two important tests.
(1) Grg1cth. Many a man has seemed to turn o,er a new leaf,
and become religious, as we sometimes call it, but suddenly he slips
back again into the old ways! There was no real life, only the
semblance of it. Whereas one in whom the Gospel seed has really
taken root, grows. He goes forward, he does not go back.
And the growth proceeds by an orderly development, "First the
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." Let us
examine ourselves and see if we can find any trace of these stages.
Let us ask ourselves this question-Does the way become narrower
as time goes on? Are we holding' the things of time with a looser
hand than formerly 7
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(2) Fruit. Real life brings forth fruit. "For the earth bringeth
forth fruit of herself." Of herself; that is, without human aid or interference, but not without God, for He watches every stage of the
growth.
Are we bringing forth fruit 1 It may not yet be ripe fruit, but is
it formed in the tree 1 Is it in process of ripening, or does" nothing
but leaves" express our real condition 1 The processes of spiritual life
are invisible, but the results are not. Do not let us forget that. If a
Christian is growing in grace therefore, he will manifest it in his life.
If the Gospel seed then has really taken root in a man's heart, the
natural course of the new life is ultimately to bring forth fruit. " For
the earth bringeth furth fruit of herselj"-that is, the renewed heart of
man bringeth forth fruit.
Of course, as long as they are in the flesh, all converted men and
women will be the subject of two natures-the old and the new-and
the work of the new nature may be much retarded by the thorns of the
old nature, springing up here and there about it, so that the ripening
process may be greatly delayed and interfered with. But still it must
proceed if the seed has once taken root. This is God's order-" Fi1"St
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." May all
who read these lines be able to apply these two important tests satisfactorily to themselves.
Margate.
A. G. NORTHOVER.
" SEPARATED UNTO T HE GOSPEL."
(ROMANS

i. 1.)

" SEPARATED to the Gospel,"
Not by will of man,
But by will of Him whose wisdom
Formed Creation'~ planWho divided land from sea,
Light from dark, by His decree.

Chosen-Lo behold the "Just One"
By faith's vision fine,
To declare His grace in hearing
Of His foes, and Thine;
Chosen to be like Saint Paul,
" Witness" for the IJord of all.

Called-to stand,like holy Gabriel,
In God's presence pure,
To go forth and glad thy brethren
With" good tidings" sure;
Called to serve Himself and His,
None are called to higher bliss.

Sent-to offer sweet oblations
In these desert ways" Fruit of lips" divinely opened,
" Sacrifice of praise; "
Sent to glorify* the Lord,
Who will be thy "gl'eat Reward."

Sanctified-to plead for sinners
Nearing endless woe,
To make constant intercession
For the saints below;
Sanctified for service fair
Which the Perfect Priest doth
share.

Set apart for such employment
Thou mays't well despise
All the pomps, and all the
pleasures
Which poor worldlings prize;
Thou shouldst be exceeding glad,
Spite of trials strange aDd sad.
ISA.

THE Spirit of grace does not incline a sinner to anything in which
he. cannot ha"le. CO\)'''Ie.1.'1>e "ith (jod .
... Psalm 1. 23.
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PAS'l'ORAL NOTES.

COMPLETE SA'rrSFACTION.
"My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the Lord."JERE~!lAH xxxi. 14.
COMPLETE satisfaction is not obtainable here.
"The eye is not
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing." The words
are still as true as cver, "He that loveth silvcr shall not be satisfied
with silver, nor he thftt loveth abundance with increase;" and
similarly the Saviour's words, "\¥hosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again." How many persons probl.l.bly are deceived on this
point, and erroneously imagine that if they attain to a certain position,
or acquire a competency, or "a fortune," all their wishes will be
fulfilled, and their hearts will be satisfied.
A tradesman, meeting one of his friends, some years ago, said, "It
must be a very nice thing to posseEs a good sum of money. I am
going to aim at it. I am going to try and see if I can possibly
acquire a thousand plYUnd,. I know that it is a very large sum for
me to aim at, bllt if I can obtain it, I shall be perfectly satisfied; I
feel certain that I shall ncver wish for any more." His· friend doubted
the correctness of the latter part of his statement, and told him so;
but he asserted it again in a still more confident manner. A few years
passed by, and one day, when the tradesman happened to meet his
friend again, he exclaimed in a jubilant manner, "I have obtained my
wish, and I am the happy possessor of one thousand pounds i-one
thousand pounds!" "Then I suppose that you are perfectly satisfied,"
said his friend. "No," he replied, "I am not; I am going in f01'
anothm' thousand." Not long ago the acquaintances of a wealthy
man knew that he was aiming at being a millionaire, and a report
got about that he had obtained his object.
Meeting him at an
€vening party, one of his acqnaintances mentioned that report, and
-congratulating him said, "Now that you have attained to the summit
{)f your ambition, I suppose that you are quite satisfied, and that
you have no other great object before you in life." "Oh no," he
replied, "that is not the case; I now want to make each -of my
.-:hild1'en a millionai1'e!"
The experience of multitudes is probably similar to this. " I gained
the height of my ambition," said one, "and I fOlllld that I had
grasped a shadow." JOHN WESLEY wrote respecting his unconverted
days: "In the vigour of youth, a stranger to pain and sickness,
particularly to lowness of spirits; having plenty of all things; in
the midst of sensible and admirable friends who loved me, and I
loved them, and being in the way of life which, of all others, suited
my inclination, still I was not happy. Upon the coolest reflection,
I know not one week which I would have thought worth while to
have lived over again."
Of course the case is different with regard to real religion, and the
spiritual experience of every true believer. "A good man," we are
told, "shall be satisfied from himself;" reminding us of the words
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of the Lord Jesus, "The water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well of water springing up unto everlasting life." The believer's
experience is something like that of his Divine Master, when He
said, "I have bread to eat which the world knoweth not of." The
Psalmist's experience must have been like this when he wrote, "My
soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth
shall praise 'l'hee with joyful lips." With Christ within him as
"the hope of glory," with heavenly joy and peace pervading his soul,
and with the comfort of the Holy Ghost consoling and cheering his
spirit, the child of God knows something of the "days of heaven
upon earth;" and independently of external things, he can" rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory."
'l'his was the experience
of BUNYAN in his Bedford prison, of HUTHEm'oRD in his Scottish
dungeon, and of MATTHEW HENRY, when he said, at the close of a
happy Sabbath Day's eEgagements, "Well, if this be not heaven,
I think that it must be something very like it."
This experience is exceedingly delightful. It is a foretaste of
hea-ven, and an earnest of the joys which are at our Father's right
hand. For the time the believer becomes like Naphthali, "Satisfied
with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord." But it does
not comprise complete satisfaction, because it is not lasting.
The
believer knows very well that however delightful it may be, he
cannot expect it to continue long; and even if he walks ever so
carefully, and very earnestly desires the contrary"Yet clouds will intervene,
And all his prospect flies;
Like Noah's dove, he flits between
Rough seas and stormy skies."
Complete satisfaction, however, is coming by-and-by. "I shall
be satisfied," said the Psalmist-and we believe that he meant completely and eternally so-" when I awake after Thy likeness." The
words before us shall undoubtedly be fulfilled, "I will satiate the
soul of the priests with fatness, and My people shall be satisfied
with My goodness, saith Jehovah."
No doubt this promise has a primary reference to God's literal
people Israel, and it will be literally fulfilled in their happy experience. The prospect which is held out before them in the prophecy
of which this promise forms a part is a wonderfully bright and cheering one. The people of Israel will hear again the gracious assurance
addressed to them, " Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love,
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee," and the words
will be fulfilled, "I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, 0 virgin
. of Israel: thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt
go forth in the dances of them that make merry. Thou shalt yet
plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant,
and shall eat them as common things. Behold, I will bring them
. from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the
earth . . . . a great company shall return thither, for I am a
Father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of

100

The Gospel Magazine.

the Lord, 0 ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say,
He that scattered Israel will gather him and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed J acob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion . . . . and their
soul shall be as a watered garden, and they shall not sorrow any
more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice ill the dance, both young
men and old together: for I will turn their monrning into joy, and
will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. And
I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and :My people
shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the Lord."
But we may also be perfectly sure that there will be a spiritual
fulfilment of these words, and that that fulfilment will be realized in
the happy experience of everyone of the Lord's dear children. They
also will have a manifestation of Divine and personal love made to
them such as they have never experienced before, and it will be said
again to them, in the most tendcr, sweet, and soul-satisfying manner,
"I have loved thee "-thee individually and personally-" with an
everlasting love;" they also will then understand that lo,e, in its
wonderful depth and fulness and unchangeableness, as they never
understood it before; and they will be "gathered from the coasts of
the earth," a "great company," "redeemed and ransomed from the
hand of him that was stronger than they;" they will "sing in the
height of Zion;" and "their mourning shall be turned into joy,"
and they shall be made "to rejoice from their sorrow." Then, as
the priests of the Lord, members of a royal and hea,enly priesthood,
their souls shall be "satiated;" and as the deal' people of the Lord,
whom He has loved from eternity past, and has led, and kept, and
rescued, and at last gathered into His heavenly kingdom, they shall
be "satisfied with His goodness," lJl1d that for ever and ever.
How this is to be accomplished we do not know. 'When we think
of the almost infinite variety of character, disposition, taste, and
feeling in God's children, it seems to us to be utterly impossible;
but we know that nothing is impossible to our Father; and as one
of the most striking characteristics of His works is the mar,ellou5
variety which is displayed in them (and we probably arc only
acquainted with a small part of those works, and therefore with only
a small part of that marvellous variety), so we may be sure that He
can manifest His goodness so suitably to all the characters, dispositions, tastes, and feelings of all His children, re,ealing to their
astonished understandings how that goodness has been working for
them all through the past, and how it is to be enjoyed by them in
infinite fulness through eternity to come, that their souls will be
filled with inexpressible delight; and that in the "many mansions"
which are being prepared for them their heart's deepest longing will
be fully met, and places, occupations, and pleasures provided for them
which will satisfy them all.
With such a prospect as this before us, ought we not to endeavour
more and more to raise our hearts and elevate our aspirations 1
What a sad thing it is to see a child of God becoming a mere
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ll10ney-grnbber, and imitating the case of the man with the "muckrake," mentioned in BUI\YAN'S Pilgrim's Progress; or so engrossed
with the engagements, business, and pleasures of this life, that he
seems to have little or no time or interest for higher and better
things! Surely, a child of God ought not to be found acting in such a
manner as this 1
A distinguished American preacher said :-"We are all of us in
this life seeking for beauty, and seeking for joy) following the
blind instincts of our nature, everyone of which was made
to point up to something higher than that which the present
realizes. 'Vc are often, almost without aim, without any true
guidance, seeking to plant this life so that it shall be to
us what a garden is. And we seek out the fairest flowers,
and will have none but the best fruits. Striving against
the noxious weed, striving against the stingy soil, striving against
the inequalities of the season, still these are our hope. Whatever
may be our way of life, whatever may be the instrumentalities
which we employ, that which we mean is Eden. It is this that
they mean who seek the structures of power, and follow the leadings of ambition. This they mean who dig for golden treasures,
not to see the shining of the gold, but to use it as a power for
They who build a home and surround themfashioning happiness.
selves with all the sweet enjoyments of social life are but planting
"l, garden.
The scholar has his garden. The statesman, too, has a
fancied Eden with fruit and flower. The humble, and those that
stand high, are all of them seeking to clothe the barren experiences
of this world with buds that blossom, blossoms that shall bear
fruit. No man sees the sepulchre among his flowers. There shall
be no lurking corner for the tempter, overleaping the wall of their
happiness, to hover around their paradise! There shall be nothing
there that shall represent time, and decay, and wickedness, and
sorrow! Man's uninstructed idea of happiness in this life is that of
a serene heaven without a cloud-a smooth earth without a furrowa fair sward without a rock. It is the hope and expectation of
men the world over (and it makes no difference what their civilization is, what their culture, or what their teaching), that they shall
plant their garden, and have flowers without thorns, summer without a winter, a garden without a rock, a rock without a sepulchre! "
How true this is! and how often the child of God is reminded that
it, is so, and of the weakness and credulity of poor· human nature.
But if he be wise, he will strive and watch and pray against that
weakness and credulity; and he will endeavour to sit lightly to the
things of earth, to set his affections upon things above, to think more
of the joys set before him in the future, than of the e,anescent
trifles of the .present, and he will cordially endorse such words as
these : "It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,
And building my hope3 in a region like this;
I look for a city which hands have not pi~ed,
1 P:1D.t 101' :1 country by sin undeliled.
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"The thorn and the thistle around me may grow,
I would not lie down upJn roses below;
I ask not my portion, I seek not a,rest,
Till I find them for ever on Jesus His breast.

"A scrip on my back, and a staff in my hand.
I march on in haste through an enemy's land;
The road may be rough, but it cannot be long,
And I smooth it with hope, and I cheer it with song,"
Hatjol'd Rectory, Faj·ingdon.
D. A. DOUDNEy.

_-_--_-==-c:-_-_---====...:
THE CHAMBERS OF THE

KI.~(;.

" The King hath brought me into His ckambeTs."-SoLmlOx's S01>G i. 4.
"The King kath brought me." The King is the same spoken of in the
second Psalm, as the Son whom ,,'e are to kiss, the Lord's Anointed,
the King whom He hath set upon His holy hill of Zion; in the fortyfifth, in the things made touching the King; and everywhere throughout the Psalms and the Prophets. The Jews acknowledge that the
King in those Psalms, and throughout this Song, is Messiah. In
the New Testament He is King of kings, and King of saints, and
He asserts His own sovereignty, saying, "Ye call Me Lord and Master,
and ye say well, for so I am; ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever
I command you." He is never Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Husband,
except He is also King-King over ourselves, our bodies presented to
Him a living sacrifice; King over our substance, for to Him shall
be given of the gold of Sheba; King over om lips, for we shall
give account to Him of every idle word in the day of judgment;
and King over our hearts, bringing every thought into subjection
unto Christ.
He is the King that has conquered us, \\'hose arrow.;
were sharp in our hostile hearts, who also made us willing in the
day of His power; but He is the King likewise who hath conquered
for us, triumphing over sin, over Satan, over death, oler hell. This
King, saith the bride, hath brought me into His chamber. To her
it had been foretold, or rather promised, that" she should be brought
unto the King"; and she gratefully owns ,the fulfilment of the sure
word of God. Nay, more, the King Himself had brought her; for
it is He who brings all, as well as to whom all are brought, laying
on Himself a blessed necessity, aud saying, "Them also must I
bring." In the lips of the believer it is a powerful plea, that he
has not rushed either unbidden or unaided into the King's presence,
but that the King Himself has both called and brought forward His
guests. It is a mighty argument for being dra"n anew, received
again, and admitted into yet inner chambers of royalty. Understood
of the Church collective, the reference applies to the recorded
manifestations of the Divine glory in earlier ages.
The bride in
the time of Solomon remembers the day when the migratory temple
wa.s reared in the desert, and the cloud covered the tent of the
congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, and
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prays for a similar yet greater blessing on the temple of Solomon.
The bride in the days of Simeon remembers the dedication of
Solomon's temple, when Jehovah owned its courts as "the chambers
of the King"; so that the priests could not stand to minister, because
"the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God;" and desires
that "the glory of the latter house may be greater than of the
former," by the manif6station within it of Immanuel, God with us.
The bride in our day recalls the Pentecostal rushing of the" mighty
wind from heaven" that filled the house, when the upper room
formed the chambers of the great King, and prays that "the glory
of the Lord may fill the earth as the waters coyer the sea," and that
the Lord may hasten the great day of His own appearing.
"Into His chambe1's," which the man after God's own heart calls" the
secret of His presence, His pavilion, and the secret of His tabernacle."
It is the sanctuar," of J ehovah, the secret place where the stranger
intermeddleth nor, where the noise of tongues intrudeth not;
"the place by Him" in the cl9ft of the rock, ,~here He covers with
His hand and co:nmunes with His chosen. It is the same of which
Jesus said, "Knock, and it shall opened unto you," and concerning
which it had been promised, "They shall enter into the King's
palace." What awe, what trembling, what joy, what peace and
holiness are there!
What desire to enter, what gratitude for
admission, what admiration of the Divine beauty, what gladness
within the holy place; yet what shrinking, yea, almost withdrawing;
"V{oe is me, for I am of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts." But because they are the King's chambers,
they are also ours, for "my Beloved is mine, and I am His;" and
while the bride calls them His chambers, He calls them hers, saying,
" Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers and shut thy doors
about thee." It has much to do with entering into the closet, and
shutting to the door, and praying to the Father in secret; yet it is
not the closet of the house, but of the heart, or rather, of the heart
of the Lord, where the life is hid with Christ in God. It is the
inmost sanctuary of J ehovah, chambers not one but several; the
soul led into chamber after chamber, one chamber within another,
and still one further within; the outer court with its altar of burntoffering, the holy place with its golden altar of incense, the holiest
of all, with the cloud of divine glory between the cherubim. Brought
by the King, yet knocking at each successive door; the King Himself
opening, admitting the soul within, and leading it onward and
inward till the whole spirit says, "How fearful is this place! this is
none other than the house of God, and the gate of heaven."Di'. A. Moody Stltart.
A GOD who is love call1lot turn a deaf ear to the ery of His
children in distress.-Geoi'ge Cowell.

"
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Dox'T expect that preaching to be blessed in which Christ is
suppressed. The full blessing of the God of truth prevents His
servants from suppressing the truth of God.
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AN ESSAY ON THE VARIOUS FEARS TO WHICH
GOD'S PEOPLE ARE LIABLE.
By THE LATE REV. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, A.M.

" 'Within1cere jear8."-2 CORINTHIANS viii. 5.
(Concluded from page 50.)

4. THE Lord's people are frequently harassed with a fear that the
work of sanctification in their souls, is either not begun, or at a
dead stand; tha.t they do not increase with the increase of God, nor
resemble Him in holiness more and more.
H any fear may be called a good fear, this may, supposing it do not
flow from a principle of legality, and be not carried too far. It is a.
blessed sight, when we mourn under a sense of our shortcomings, and
burn with intense desire to rise' higher into the likeness of God. For
this also seek unto Him.
He is able to accomplish in you all the
good pleasure of His will, and the work of faith with power. 1£ He
give you grace, to put yourself as a blank into His hand, His Spirit
will delineate His sacred image upon your soul; and in the article of
death, heighten the outlines, and finish the sketch in His own
perfect likeness. Be diligent to use all the appointed means of
sanctification which Providence favours you with. Be careful to shun
all evil, and the very appearance of' it. Walk in the path of duty
marked Ollt by the written ·Word. Nor need you fear God's
making good His Covenant promise, by making you such as He
would have you to be. Be not discouraged, but rather excited to
hope, to pray, and to believe by the sense of your remaining corruptions. "The field," one says, "that has millions of weeds in it, may
be a corn-field. One rose upon a bush, though but a little one, and
though not yet blown, proves that which bears it to be a true rosetree." Despise not then the day of small things, but pray God to
enlarge them.
Bless Him even for the grain of mustard seed, but
at the same time beg His Spirit to water and increase it,
5. The fear of temptation keeps many of God's people in bondage,
and happy are we, if we so fly from it, as to shut our eye-, and ears,
and hearts against it. vVe know not what we :l.re, nor what we are
capable of, if left to ourselves. Yet do not let the fea l' of what may
be cast a damp upon your present comforts, nor abate your confidence
in the Lord. Prudent fear is wisdom, but much fear is unbelief. A
believer cannot trust in himself too little; and, blessed be God, he
cannot trust too much in the all-sufficiency of divine grace. If,
therefore, you are cast down, by a sense of your liableness of temptations, and your proneness to fall by them; bring your temptations
and your weakness together to God the Holy Spirit; and beseech
Him to get Himself the victory in you, over you, and for you. Let
watchfulness and prayer thus set a guard upon the outworks ; and
Jesus will throw in the succours of grace, and preserve the citadel
from being taken by the enemy. He is faithful, and ,,,ill not suffer
you to be tempted above what you are able to bear. He will either
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hide you in His pavilion, and keep you from the fiery trial; or, if He
bring you into the field, He will save you from being overpowered.
The archers may sorely grieve you and shoot at you; yet shall yonr
bow abide in strength, and the arms of your hands be made strong
by the mighty God of J acob.
But should the enemy of souls be even permitted to gain some
advantage over you for a season, yet cast not away your confidence;
but look to the hills of Covenant love, from whence cometh your help.
Christ will deliver you, as at the first; and restore you, as at the
beginning. What was prophesied concerning Gad (Gen. xlix, 19) shall
be spiritually fulfilled in you: "a troop shall overcome him, hut he
shall overcome at the last."
6. A sixth fear occasions no small uneasiness to weak believers,
namely, a fear least they should not be faithful unto death, nor
hold on in grace to the end. But if God as given the good evidence
of thy being truly regenerated, and of thy being His child through
faith in Christ Jesus; thou mayest, upon the strength of thy adoption,
be as certain of thy final preseverance, as if thy warfare was actually
accomplished, and the crown of glory set upon thy head.
The invisible, or elect Church, consists of only one and the same
family; part of which is in heaven, and part .on earth (Eph. iii. 15).
Every individual member of this family, whether militant below or
triumphant above, is equally safe in the hands of Christ. Saints in
glory are, indeed, happier than saints on earth; but saints on earth
are no less eventually secure of salvation than saints in glory. The
spirits of just men made perfect might as soon fall from their state
of heavenly blessedness as a sanctified person here fall from a state
of grace. The names of both are in the book of life. They are
alike interested in God's everlasting and unalterable Covenant. What
the Father's love has given to the glorified will be also given to
them that are yet behind; "For to this end Christ died and rose
again, that He might gather together in one the children of God
that are scattered abroad" (John xi. 52); and by the single offering of
"Himself He has perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Saints
are not their own keepers; and it is well for them that they are not;
they would be sorrily kept if they were 1 Adam was his own keeper,
and what did he get by it 1 The fallen angels were their own keepers.
Peter kept himself; but how long 1 God's chosen are not thus finally
left in the hand of their own counsel, nor trusted to their own
management. "All His saints are ill Thy hand," that is, in the hand
of Christ (Deut. xxxiii. 3); from whence none can pluck them
(John x.). Which general promise of the perseverance of God's
elect, taken as a collective body, ascertH.ins and ensures the perseverance of each believer in particular.
For the whole necessarily
includes every part; and where any individual part is absent it
destroys the entireness of the IV hole; just as the human b(ldy is not
complete if only one limb, or even a single finger, or so much as a
piece of a finger, be wanting. The philosophic integrity vanishes in
that instant: for, posito toto, ponuntu1' pm·tes: and sublata parte, taltitur
totum. So that what is affirmed concerning the aggregate, is equally
J
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affirmed concerning the constituent members respectively, of which
the aggregate consists: otherwise the affirmation would be eSBentially
untrue; which, to charge Christ with, were blasphemy.
Let the follower of Christ, therefore, dismiss all slavish fear as to
his continuance in grace; and, in well-doing, leave the care of that to
God. They who belong to Him are kept, and will be kept by His
power throngh faith unto salvation itself; and may sing with him
that was caught up into the third heavens, "Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Neither life, nor death, nor things present,
nor things to come," shall ever be aLle to do it. There is no being
disinherited of the blessings entailed by God's Covenant, and bequeathed.
in Christ's last will and testament, signed with His own blood, and
sealed by His own Spirit. Saving grace is the good part which shall
not be taken away. Whatever you lose, it is impossible for you to
lose that. It is bound up III the bundle of life with the Lord thy God
and hid with Chi'ist in llim.
"And when Christ, "'ho is your life,
shall appear, then shall ye also, who have believed, appear with Him in
glory."
7. I shall mention one other fear common to lllany of God's
redeemed, namely, the fear of death. Some true believers are apt to
cry out (as the human nature of Christ Himself did), "Father, save
me from this hour."
But why are you so dismayed at the prospect of getting home?
Are you afraid of dying, or of what you may suffer in your last
conflict? Turn again to your rcst; for the Lord will deal bountifully
with you, and be better to you than your fears.
"Who can take
Death's portrait true?
Fear shakes the pencil: Fancy loves excess:
Dark Ignorance is lavish of her shades;
And these the formidable picture draw,
Man forms a death that nature never made;
Then on the point of his own fancy falls,
And feels a thousand deaths in fearing one."
None return from the grave to tell us what it is to die. Some happy
believers have indeed sung in their last moments, "0 death, where is
thy once imagined sting?" Can this be termed dying 1 And, very
probably, the passage is both sweeter and smoother than living imagination is apt to suppose. I lost an excellent parishioner in the year
1765. Though he had not the least doubt of his salvation, but, as far
as spiritual a,nd eternal things were concerned, lay for many weeks
triumphing in the full assurance of faith; he still dreaded the separation
of soul and body, from an apprehension of what nature must endure in
the parting stroke. Some little time before the knot was actually
untied, God was pleased to indulge him with a foretaste of death.
He was, for near an hour, quite gone in appearance; and his family
began to conclude that the final struggle was over. By degrees,
however, he came to himself: and on my asking him how he did, he
~nswered, that God had given him a speoimen of death, and he found
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it not so terrible as he apprehended.
From that period, all his
dread of dying vanished away; and he continued, without any shadow
of fear, filled with the peace which passeth all understanding, until
his disimprisoned spirit flew to the bosom of God. Oh, then, whoever
thou art, that are troubled in like manner, cast thy burden on the
Lord. You have found Him faithful in other things, and you may
safely trust Him for this. He has delivered you in six troubles, and
in the seventh He will be nigh unto you. The water-floods shall not
overflow thee, neither shall the deep swallow thee up. 'l'hc Rock of
Ages lies at the bottom of the brook, and God will give yon firm footing
all the way through.
Or, are yon afraid of the consequences of death, and what will
come after 1 Throw yourself upon God in Christ, and you are
safe. "Christ's righteousness is law-proof, death-proof, and judgmentproof."
Are you fearful what may become of your family when God calls'
you away 1 Make your family over to Him. Nominate J ehovah for
their Guardian and Trustee. Cast anchor upon that comfortable
promise: "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive;
and let thy widows trust in Me."
Do you dread the buffetings of Satan 1 God will not let him take
advantage of your weakness. You shall overcome, yea, "you shall be
more than conquerors through the blood of the Lamb, and the word of
His testimony."
Are you apprehensive lest your faith be small, and your sanctification
imperfect 1 Christ will be praying for you, that your faith fail not;
and the Holy Ghost will take care not to leave His work of grace upon
your soul unfinished.
You tremble, perhaps, at the thought of laying aside your weak,
sinful, mortal body. But you will receive it again; not such as it
now is, frail, defiled, and perishable; but bright with the glory, and
perfect in the image of God. The body is that to the soul which
a garment is to the body. When you betake yourself to repo,se at
night, you lay aside your clothes until morning, and resume them
when you rise, What is the grave, but the believer's wardrobe, of
which God is the door-keeper 1 In the resurrection morning the
door will be thrown open, and the glorified soul shall descend from
heaven to put on a glorified robe, which was indeed folded up and
laid away in dishonour, but shall be taken out from the repository,
enriched and beautified with all the ornaments of nature and of
grace.
Are you loth to bid a long adieu to your Christian friends 1 The
adieu will not be a long one. They will soon follow to the place
of rest. And, in the meantime, you will be with Christ, and with all
the saints who have been gathered home before you, which is far
better.
Should I be asked, What is the grand remedy against undue fear of
every possible kind 1 I answer, in one word, Communion with God.
"He," says good Dr. OWEN, "who would be little in temptation, must
be much in prayer Ply the mercy-seat. Eye the blood of Christ,
r 2.

108

The Gospel .Magazine.

Cry mightily to the Spirit of God." To which I add, Wait at the footstool in holy stillness of soul. Sink into nothing before the uncreated
Majesty. If He shine within, you will fear nothing from without.
What made the martyrs fearless 1 Their souls were filled with Christ.
Jesus lifted up the beams of His love upon their minds, and they smiled
at all the fires which man could kindle.
To enjoy communion with God you must be found in the way of
duty. If you play the truant, no wonder you are afraid of being
whipped. "Those trees," says the excellent Mr. GURNALL, "bear the
sweetest fruit which stand most in the sun." " Take heed to the thing
which is right: for that shall bring a man peace at last." The meaning
of which text is, that by virtue of the wise connexion which infinite
wisdom hath established between antecedents and consequents, r.oly
walking is the high road to holy comforts.
Your walk, perhaps, is strict and conscientious j and yet, it may be,
you complain of doubts and darkness notwithstanding. Here examine
yourself: 1. Whether you do not work from legal principles, and to
legal ends 1 If so, no wonder that, like a slave with the lash at his
'!honlders, you toil all day and take nothing.
Christ alone is the
righteousness of them that believe.
God will never set the seal of
His gracious presence to the broken Sinai Covenant.
Whoever
enjoys, or thinks he enjoys, comfort and peace from the WOi'ks of
his own hands, and from the duties he performs, is blinded, and
deluded into a fool's paradise, by the god of this world. The Lord
meets His people in the way of duty, but not for it; as a father, who
meets his son on a journey at some appointed house, meets him in that
house, but not for the sake of the house. Live upon what Christ is
made to you of God, and you will find comfort. But if you seek
happiness and establishment from yourself, or from anything wrought
by yourself, you will receive no solid nourishment from the breast of
that sham consolatiou.
Or, 2. Christ may be all your hope, and yet your fears may continue
to run high. Look narrowly into your own heart. See that there be
no Achan in the camp, no beloved lust in the tent. I dare not say
that the sense of God's love is always connected with the actings of
faith, and the concomitant exercise of holiness. But I suppose that
faith and sanctification are the usual correlatives of joy in the Holy
Ghost. Art thou melted by grace into a filial fear of God 1 Go on
to fear, to love, and to obey, whether the Lord gild thy path with
sunshine, or darken it with gloom. He is the sovereign dispenser of
His own comforts, and may withhold or confer them as seemeth good
in His sight. But it is thy indispensable duty to follow the Lamb,
and to do His will, whether He cheer you with His consolations, or
not. Certain it is from the infallible word of His grace, that to you
who look unto Jesus, all the sweet privileges of the Gospel belong,
and joy is one of them. Though it tarry, wait for it j for it will not
deceive thy expectation j it will surely arrive at the appointed
0 ye of fearful
season, and will not linger a moment beyond.
hearts, be strong j "Your God will come with a recompense, He will
come and save you." Your prayers may not be answered immediately,
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but they are- all strung on the file of His remembrance, and shall
be answered after many days.
Your tears are in His phial. Your
groans are noted in His book. " Delight thou in the Lord, and He will
give thee thy heart's desire; hold thee still in the Lord, and abide
patiently for Him. Commit thy way to the Lord; put thy trust in
Him, and He shall bring it to pass."
I knew a most valuable Christian, who died in the year 1160, and
in her last illness was greatly exercised with darknees of soul;
which, however, did not finally continue.
While God was leading
her through the wilderness of mental distress, she still anchored on
the promises, though she h!1d lost sight of the Promiser; and, as a
proof of her absolute dependence on the fait.hfulness of a withdrawing God she directed, that (instead of the usual inseription of name and
age) the following text should be engraven (and engraven it was) on
the plate of her coffin: "Deal with me, 0 God, according to Thy
name, for sweet is Thy mercy."
Thus, as the great Dr. MANTON
long ago expressed it, "Faith accepts God's bond, and patience waits
for payment."
A BELIEVER'S DELIGHT.
"HIS delight is in the law of the Lord." A Pharisee who respects
only the outward part of duties may feel a backwardness to them, but
is not sensible of his weakness to perform duties aright. '1'0 fill up
duties with faith, love, and delight, is no part of his work. He sees
no need of it, and hence he feels not his inability to perform duties.
Nor can duties ever be performed aright without faith of forgiveness
in the blood of Christ; this will bring ability. For Christ comes not
with pardon alone (by this He opens the door of the heart and
enters, but) He brings also a spirit of life and power. Gospel forgiveness engages the grace of the GObpel to our assistance. And as
without Christ we ean do nothing, so with Him, or by His enablings, we
can do all things.-Ben·idge.

COMFOR'!' IN S'fORMS.
window ill the ark was a sky-light. The door was III the side
Noah was to have no intercourse with the
The Lord shut that.
raging billows, but only with the God who ruled and governed them.
Let the believer learn an infinitely valuable lesson. It is his province,
his wisdom, and his privilege to converse with God in the midst of
every storm, of every tempest, and to leave the billows to Him who
rules them.-Howels.
'l'HE

RmlANls,r is
Spirit, of the
encroachments
hope is in the

faRt becoming a power 111 this country. Oh that the
Lord would lift up a standard aguinst the deadly
of Antichrist! Vain is the help of man: our only

Lord.-Geo1'ge .Oowell.
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SCRIPTURE READERS' SOCIETY FOR IRELAND.
'I'HE HOKORARY SECRETARY.
IT was with as much regret as surprise that many friends of the
above, on both sides of the Irish Sea, became aware of the fact, to
which the Dublin Press called their attention, that Captain JAMES
KEARNEY WHITE, who had been identified with the Society's history
and progress for so long a period, had tendered his resignation of
the Society's secretaryship. Those who had seen him recently were
able to testify that he was in better health than he had been for
some time, and that he ,,'as attending to his official duties with all
the energy, promptitude, and, it must be said, delight of far younger
years. Yet, having the welfare, and the future of the Society he had
served with such eminer"t ability, devotion, and success very deeply at
heart, he has seen it to be his duty to retire from a position in which
he has won the affectionate esteem of all who have been associated
with him in what may fairly be called the great work of his life.
Accordingly, he wrote a touching letter to the Committee saying as
much, and adding that the books would show that the Society's
finances were as prosperous as they had ever been during the
twenty-eight years and a·half he had enjoyed the honour of being
their Secretary.
On the receipt of this letter a special Committee meeting was called
to take it into consideration. The Rev. Dr. JOHN SPEKCE, Belfast,
presided, and there were present the Rev. CANON LEET, the Rev.
MAuRICE DAY, the Rev. J. S. BInD, the Rev. J. L. DARLING, and the
Rev. J. D. SMYLIE. After prayer, there was an informal expression
of earnest sympathy and regard for the retiring Secretary, after which
the following resolutions were passed unanimously :"That the Committee of the Scripture Readers'Society for Ireland
accept with the deepest regret the resignation as secretary of their'
old and esteemed friend and colleague, Captain J.DlES KEARNEY
'WHITE, who for the past twenty-eight years and a-half has, under
Divine guidance, successfully controlled the affairs of this Society, and
brought it to its present state of efficiency and usefulness, hut whose
health of late has obliged him to seek a little rest from the pressure of
official work. The Committee desire to place on record their appreciation of the great and good services rendered to the Society by
Captain JA~fES KEAHNEY WHI'l'E, and also by Mrs. KEARKEY WHITE,
and that they recognize that both have always regarded the work of the
Society ail a labour of love, and consequently ha"\e to their utmost
ability furthered its objects. They earnestly hope that Captain and
Mrs. KEARKEY WHI'l'E may long be spared to shO\y their practical
interest in the work of the Society which they have both so warmly
supported in the past."
Resolved :-" That the Committee, while now making arrangements to fill the vacant post of secretary, would cordially invite
Captain JAMES KEARNEY. WHITE to permit his valued name to be still
associated with the Society, and to allow himself to be nominated as
Honorary Secretary, the Committee undertaking that his acceptance
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of such honorary position will not involve any other responsibility
or duty on the part of their friend."
'fhe Rev. J. O. GAGE DOUGHERTY, ~I.A., Chaplain of the Rotunda
Hospital, has been appointed,to the secretaryship of the Society.
Of the retiring Secretary, perhaps, n0 more memorable word can be
said than tha~ of the good EARL of SHAFTESBURY at almost the last
meeting of the Society in London over which he presided: "KEARNEY
WHITE," said his lordship, "is made for his work." It was a brief
but graphic description of him by one who during his long life saw
so much of Society men. He had discharged the duties belonging to
his position with such unremitting zeal, discretion, and kindliness
as to make a record of Christian service which har> commanded the
co-operation of some of the best men throughout the United Kingdom.
Anyone who formed an opinion of the man and his work merely from
his occasional appearances on platforms at public meetings and
conferences, would form a most inadequate estimate of the strength
of his character and value of his services. His work was always of
that quiet, persevering type, which is sure to tell in the long run.
For, although not lacking in the enthusiasm which is said to be the
eharacteristic of his countrymen, he had a steady but evcr buoyant
faith in the power of patient, silent, prayerful work. By the writing
of countless letters, not one of which went to post without a booklet
or leaflet containing something about the Society, by private
conversation with persons of influence-in a word, by making it his
chief business in life-he has made the Scripture Readers' Society for
Ireland familiar to the eyes and ears of thousands and tens of thousands
as household words: Of no one could it be more truly said, "Hc
believes, and therefore speaks," and always with such faith, energy,
and love as to compel outsiders to come in (the title, by the way, of
one of his earliest booklets, drawn from the rescue of a perishing
crew, the particulars of which were engraven on his heart in ineffaceable lines). His home in Dublin has been known for years as
"The Scripture Readers' Hotel," from which no one departed,
whether Archbishop, Bishop, parish minister, country curate, merchant or professional man, without having been nmde fully acquainted
with the subject which was uppermost in the mind of their ever
generous host and hostess. On certain occasions he counted it a
small thing to gather beneath his roof Scripture Readers from all
parts of Ireland, that in Mrs. KEAmiEY 'WHITE'S drawing-room they
might tell a houseful of Christian visitors the _principal features of
the districts in which they were engaged, n,nd all in the most simple,
truthful, convincing wn,y. And tears would now and again be seen
on the Secretary's face as he listened to the plain unvarnished stories
told of victories won for their Lord among nominal Protestants as well
as avowed Roman Catholics. All will be pleased to learn that n,s
Honorary Secretary Captain KEARNEY WHITE will not permit himself
to relax his energies on behalf of the Soeiety, but as far as possible
he will continue to assist by his large exper:ience and good counsel.
Prayer will be made for him that he may be spared to do some of
his best work for the Society he has so long and faithflllly son'orl
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THE AUTHENTICITY AND EXCELLENCE OF THE BIBLE.
OUR subject is one of vast importance, inasmuch as our lot is cast
ill perilous times, when there are men-learned and clever men,
professed teachers and leaders of the people-who dare to call in
question the Divine inspiration of the Bible! What the dear
Redeemer said to the Pharisees when He was on earth may well
be applied to such men, "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures,
nor the power of God" (Matt. xxii. 29). It surely is an unspeakable mercy to be bronght, under the Holy Spirit's teaching, to
believe in the plenary inspiration of the written Word of God.
Agur, in Proverbs xxx. 5, 6, says, "Every word of God is pure:
He is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him. Add thou
not to. His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar."
'rhe Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, his son in the faith, says,
"From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salYation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God [or, is Godbreathed], and is profitable for doctrine, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God m'l.y be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 15, 16). Peter, in his second
Epistle, says, "That no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost." Thus it is, although those holy men of God lived in
different ages of the world, there is a continuity in their teaching
throughout the sacred oracles. How often did the dear Saviour,
during His ministry here on earth, refer to the Old Testament
Scriptures, "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life; and they are they "hich testify of Me" (John v. 39).
A little later in this same chapter, He says to the unbelieving Jews, "'I'here is one that accuseth you, e,en :JIoses, in whom
ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me;
for he wrote of Me." Let us, dear fellow belie,er, follow the immaculate Lamb of God, the dear Saviour of sinners, to the Garden of
Gethsemane, where, in prospect of His dolorous sufferings, He
sweat as it were great drops of blood; all things were accomplished in that magic scene.
According to the Scriptures, His
disciples forsook Him and fled; as it is '\Titten, "Smitc the
Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered a]Jroad"
(Matt. xxvi. 31).
.
Follow Him from the Garden to Pilate's bar and to Calvary's cross.
All things were accomplished by the Jews unwittingly, according to
the Scriptures (John xix., verses 23, 24, 28, 36, 37). "That Christ
died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day, according to the
Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4).
Our Lord, after His resurection
from the dead, on two occasions gave His affirmation to the truth
of the Old 'I'estament Scriptures. Firstly, when He journeyed
with the two disconsolate disciples to the village of Emmaus, when
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He lovingly upbraided them for their slowness of heart to believe
"all that the prophets have spoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter intuHis glory ~ And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning Himself" (Luke xxiv. 26, 27). After this He
appeared in the midst of His troubled disciples, when the salutation
of His kind and loving heart was, "Peace be unto you." "And He
said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I
was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms concerning Me" (Luke xxiv. 44).
.
" What Christ has said must be fulfilled;
On this firm rock believers build;
His word shall stand, His truth prevail,
And not one jot or tittle fail."
Having made those few remarks on the authenticity of the Bible,
we will in conclusion treat briefly on the excellency of the same.
None but the" living in Jerusalem "-those that arfJ " born again
from above "-know the value and preciousness of the Word of
God. They can say, with the Prophet, "Thy words were found,
and I did eat them; and '1'hy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart" (Jer. xv. 16). Job said, "I have esteemed the
words of Thy mouth more than my necessary food" (Job xxiii. 12,'.
David, the sweet singer in Israel, says, "The law [or doctrine] of
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord
is sure, making wise the simple: the statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening
the eyes" (Psalm xix. 7, 8).
Dr. YOUNG, in his Night Thoughts,
says" Read and revere the sacred page,
A page where triumphs immortality."

..

Mr. RmIAI:-iE writes thus, "I will answer for it, the longer you read
the Bible, the more yOll will like it; it will grow sweeter and sweeter,
and the more you get into the spirit of it, the more you will get
into the Spirit of Christ."
David, in the 8th Psalm, siugs, "0 Lord our Lord, how excellent
is '1'hy name in all the earth." III the 138th Psalm he sings, "'1'hou
hast magnified Thy 'Vord above all Thy name." The excellency of
the Bible is two-fold. First, it reveals unto us our true state and
condition-by nature and practice-in the sight of a holy and
righteous God. Secondly, it makes known the remedy God has in
infinite wisdom and mercy provided for poor sinners, in the Person
of His dear Son. No sooner had our first parents fallen from the
state of innocence in which they were created-by their disobedience
to the commands of God, thereby bringing sin into the world and
death by sin -than we find the Lord God coming down, "walking
in the garden in the cool of the day," giving the first intimlition of
thc Saviour, who was to be and has become the antidote of sin and
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death for His Church and people. Addressing Satan, the author of
sin, "'1'he Lord God said, I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, between thy seed, and her seed. It shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel." Oh, what miseries the fall has
entailed on all the human race! "\Ye all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God. There is none that doeth good; no, not
one." As one of our poets pathetically sings" Oh, thou hideous monster sin,
What a curse hast thou brought in;
All creation groans through thee,
Pregnant cause of misery."
But blessed be God, "Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound." The types and shadows of the Mosaic dispensation
all pointed to the Messiah, and had their fulfilmf'nt in Him. The
Prophets saw His glory, and spake of Him, as "the Child born and
the Son given" (Isaiah ix. 6). As" the Man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief" (Isaiah liii. 3).
As" the Lord our Righteousness"
(Jer. xxiii. 6).
As" the Shepherd of the sheep, Jehovah's fellow"
(Zec. xiii. 7). As" the Messiah, who should finish the transgression,
make an end of sin, make reconciliation for iniquity, and
bring in everlasting righteousness" (Dan. ix. 24). "In the fulness
of time" the promised Saviour came, "made of a woman, made under
the law, that He might redeem them that were under the law"
(Gal. iv. 4, 5). "For God commendeth His love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." "For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." Matchless
mercy! boundless grace! unexampled love! Further: God useth His
Word in the calling of poor sinners out of darkness into His marvellous
light As it is written, "Therefore have I he,ved them by the
prophets: I have slain them by the words of 1I1y mouth" (Hosea vi. 5).
It is chiefly under the preached Word that God quickens ancI calls His
dear people-but not always so. Never does He call a sinner apart
fron1 His Word. "Of His own will begat He us with thc Word of
truth" (James i. 18). " Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever" (1 Peter i. 23).
It is by the prayerful reading of the Word, and a diligent attendance
on the preached Word, the believer grows in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter iii. 18). The
more we know of God in Christ under the teaching of the Holy Spirit,
the greater will be our reverence for t.he written Word. Our dear
Editor, preaching ir, St. David's Church, Holloway, a few years ago, made
the following remark: "The Bible is always abreast of t.he age." 'l'his
witness is true. May it be ours, beloved, to have a large measure of
that wisdom which is from above, that we may receive the Word of
God intuitively in the mind and savingly in the heart, that its effects
may be manifested in our lives, walk, and conversation, "to the praise of
His glory."

-.
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" God, in the Scriptures, to reveal "This written Word with reverence
His will has condescended;
treat,
What there He's said He will
Joinprayerwitheachinspection;
fulfil,
-....
And be not wise in self-conceit,
'Tis folly to perfection.
Though man may be offended.

I

" True wisdom of celestial birth
Can both instruct and cherish;
Other attainments are of earth,
And all that's earth must perish."
" Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning j Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, by patience and comfort of Thy
holy "Vord, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
evcrlasting life, which 'l'hou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ."
May we also, by Thy grace, in these days of compromise, of error and
superstition, be enabled to exclaim with Thy dear servant COWPER"Thy truth alone, where'er my lot be cast,
In scenes of plenty, or the pining waste,
Shall be my chosen theme, my glory to the last."

London.

H.

PARKER.

ONE OF 'l'HE SWEETEST WORDS IN THE BIBLE.
"1 A~I God, even thy God." 'rhis expression implies the relation of
a physician. God is a skilful Physician. He always kno,Ys what is
best for His patients. He hath trials for the strong, cordials for
the weak. God's dealings with Ris children are often very sharp,
yet they are always safe, in order to cure, "and to do them good
in the latter end" (Deut. viii. 16). This word, "Thy God," imports
the relation of a Husband; a near and sweet relation, the Husband
seeks the good of His spouse. There is a marriage relation between
God and His dear people. "Thy Maker is thy Husband" (Isaiah
liv. 5). God loves His people entirely. "He engraves them upon
the palms of His hands" (Isaiah xlix. 16). "He sets them as a
seal upon His breast" (Song viii. 6). He is a true and faithful
Husband, always seeking the good of His spouse.-1Vatson, 1667.

THERE is not a moment in which every believer does not appear
before God as pure and spotless as the blood of Christ can make
him j yea, as pure as the immaculate Lamb Himself: nor is there a
moment in which the holy law can find the smallest fault with him:
seeing that the righteousness in which he stands was so much
wrought out by him in Christ, his second and spiritual Head and
Representative, as the commandment was broken by him in Adam,
his first and natural head and representative. The righteousness
of Christ, therefore, is as much his as the sin of Adam was his;
and this righteousness always remains the same under all the
various circumstanccs a believer can be in.-Sir R. Hill.
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Sermons !tnb ij.afts .af Sermons.
SERMON.
BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW, VICAR OF DR.YPOOL, HULL.
'l'RUE

LIBERTY.

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Ch1'ist hath made
us free."-GALATIANS v. 1.
THE Epistle from which the text is taken resembles in many respects
the Epistle to the Romans. The principal difference is in the fact
that the Roman Epistle is mainly a clear statement of doctrinal
truth without direct reference to religious errors, whilst the Epistle
to the Galatians is largely concerned with combating erroneous
doctrines which had been introduced amongst the Churches of
Galatia. A class of men had crept in amongst them, who are
generally termed "Judaizers," who taught that the Mosaic observ.
ances were still binding upon Christians to enable them to attain a
high state of Christian perfection; and especially that the Jewish
rite of circumcision was essential to their spiritual welfare. St. Paul
calls that teac,hing "another gospel which is not another "-no
gospel at all-and in two successive verses he pronounces against it
the most vehement denunciation, "I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel; which is not another. . . . But though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 6-8).
We have recently been studying this Epistle at om weekly prayer
meetings, and we have been greatly impressed by its applicability to
what is passing in the Chmch around us to-day.
I therefore for a
short time desire to consider1. How St. Paul deals with these errors. A stlldy of the Epistle
shows that it is by the re-assertion of the great doctrine of
"Justitication by faith." Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as opposed
to human merit or any works of man, and as distinct from any
confidence in the observance of the Mosaic law! In chapter ii,
verse 16, he says, "Knowing that a man is not j u:stified by the
works of the law, but bv the faith of Jesus Christ, even ,re have
believed in Jesus Christ; that we might be justified by the faith
of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works
of the law shall no flesh be justified." That is the grand and
soul-refreshing doctrine which the Apostle opens out in this Epistle.
In dealing with that wondrous theme, he points the sinner to Christ,
as his only refuge from judgment, and the beginning and the end
of justifying righteousness. And it is well that we try to grasp
what "justification by faith in Christ Jesus" really means. It is
not declaring the penitent sinner innocent, but it is justifying him
though he is guilty. That is the joyful news we are privileged
to proclaim to any soul, who by the Divine gracc has been brought
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to sorrow for sin-" God justifies the ungodly." So St. Paul affirms
here: "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is connted for righteousness"
(Rom. iv. 15). Notice the last clause, "his faith is counted for
righteousness." It is, therefore, as you see, the declared purpose
of God to regard and treat believers not as sinners, but as righteous,
and free from guilt, through the Person and work of "the Beloved."
In the next chapter he refers to Abraham in proof of this truth,
"Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness" (Gal. iii. 6, and Gen. xv. 6). Abraham, the
"father of the faithful," was not justified by the "works of the
law," for the law had not then been given. He was justified by
faith. Faith in God and faith in the work of Christ. " Abraham
rejoiced to see My day; and he saw it, and was glad" (John viii.
56). That was the testimony of Christ respecting him. It implies
that the God-given faith which he possessed enabled him in some
way to overleap the intervening ages, and to look to the day of
Christ; to see in the sacrifice which was described in our first
lesson for this evening (Gen. xxii. 1-19) a type of the "Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world" (Rev. xiii. 8); and in the
ram which he offereJ up as a burnt offering, "in the stead of his
son," a vivid and glowing representation of Christ as the Substitute
and Surety of the penitent sinner. It was thus, as the Apostle
affirms, that Abraham's faith was "accounted," was "reckoned," was
"imputed" unto him for righteousness. That is what is meant by
the soul-satisfying doctrine of "Justification by faith."
n. In the following chapter St. Paul proceeds to establish and
make clear the eternal foundation upon which this gracious truth is
established. It is founded, he tells us, upon the great fact of a
crucified and risen Saviour.
"Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed
is everyone that hangeth on a tree: that the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ: that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith" (Gal. iii. 13, 14).
That passage contains some of the most solemn words to be found in
the whole of God's revelation. The Son of God "was made a curse."
The passage contains a quotation from Deuteronomy (xxi. 23,
maTgin), where it is written, "For he that is hanged is the curse of
God." This the Apostle applies to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.
They are stupendous words, are they not 7 They tell us that He in
whom God was "well pleased," He who" always did the things
which pleased" His righteous Father, was "made a curse," and tha:t
by God Himself! For what 7 For sins not His own. For iniquities
which He had not committed. For transgressions which could not
be laid to His charge, but which by His own consent, and by Covenant
arrangement, were "laid upon Him." Thus the ransomed Church
speaks in Isaiah, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to His own way; and the Lord hath laid upon Him the
iniquity of us all" (Isaiah liiL). It was the Lord's doing, and surely
it is marvellous in our eyes. We learn from this that when our dear
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Redeemer exclaimed in the garden, "Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me," and cried upon the cross, "My God" My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?" He was enduring that which the
righteous Judge had laid upon Him when, as the Apostle says, " He
was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). "Made sin," "made
a curse." Ponder these words, and see therein what God thinks of sin.
We may observe further, how this truth is 'embodied in the' types.
And first notice the special type selected by our Lord Himself-the
type of the brazen serpent. "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up" (John iii. 14)
In the type the remedy was in the likeness of the plague: "And
the Lord said unto Moses, M3-..ke thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon
a pole" (Num. xxi. 8). They were dying of the venomous bite of
the serpents which God had sent in judgment for their sinful
murmurings: they could be healed only by looking at the image of
the serpent made by Divine appointment. Our gracious Redeemer
takes up the application of the type and refers it to Himself. The
venomous sting of that "old serpent called the devil and Satan,"
could only Le healed by the lifting up of Jesus Christ when He took
sin, in its whole guilt and curse, upon His own Person. He was" made
sin," and became for the time the "curse of God." Therefore the
gracious message in its fulness reads, "As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up: that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life."
Examine next the teaching of the sin offering which .was associated
with the Great Day of Atonement, described in Leviticus xvi. 27:
"And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin
offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy
place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they shall burn in
the fire their skins, and their flesh, aud their dung. And he that
burneth them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water,
and afterward he shall come into the camp." What has rendered
those victims so obnoxious? Nothing in themselves, but by imputation, " All the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions in all their sins," had been" put upon them," therefore they must, as polluted and unclean, be carried outside the
camp, and be burnt on the bare earth, away from the house and
presence of God. Jesus also "suffered without the gate."
When
His soul was m~do "an offering for sin," they led Him to Golgotha
-the place of a skull. There He was not only dealt "With as outcast
and vile by man, but by His "righteous Father" He was "numbered
with the transgressors," and "made sin." God hid His face from
Him because, for the time, He was identified with that abominable
thing which God hated. Peter and his base denial, Paul and his
blasphemy, David and his adultery and murder, with all that" great
multitude which no man can number," " with all their transgressions in
all tijeir sins," were represented there in the suffering Surety, and
because of what He undertook and accomplished, they can with the
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Apostle say, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law."
Here it is that the broken-hearted penitent finds pardon and peace,
and joy and rest.
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience
peace,
Or wash away the stain.
" But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they.

" My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine,
While, like a penitent, I stand,
And there confess my sin.
" My soul looks back to see
The burdens Thou didst bear
When hanging on the cursed
tree,
And owns her guilt was there.

"Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love! "
Ill. But the Epistle does not leave the penitent sinner even in this
blessed and privileged state. It leads him on to higher manifesta~
tions of love and fuller revelations of grace. AddreEsing those who
have been brought to the position just described, the Apostle says,
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26).
In the following chapttlr he vroceeds to show how that favoured
relationship is brought about, namely, by the "Spirit of adoption."
He says, "When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His
Son," "to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons."
And to everyone thus brought to
penitence and faith, he says, ,,'Wherefore thou art no more a servant,
but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ"
(Gal. iv. 4-7). vVhat a marvellous change is implied in these words.
.A change from darkness to light, from condemnation to acceptance,
from ignorance to knowledge, from the slavish bondage of sin and
Satan to the glorious emancipation of the children of light and love.
LU1'HER says, "Whoever could believe without doubt that it were true,
and certainly comprehend how immeasurably great a thing it is, that
one should be God's child and heir, such an one would without doubt
take little account of the world, with all that therein is esteemed
precious and honourable, such as human righteousness, wisdom,
dominion, power, money, possessions, honour, pleasure, and the like;
yea, all that in the world is honourable and glorious, would be to him
loathsome and a.n abomination." Even in human affairs the adopted
child takes the name of the family (no matter how distinguished), is
associated with its honours and dignities, shares its wealth and
possessions, and receives probably increased solicitude and attention
because of its want of acquaintance with the peculiar features of its
new relationship. How much more is this so in grace! "If a son,
then an heir of God through Christ," and sharing His "unsearchable
riches."
It is said that it is a custom at Munich to arrest every destitute
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child that is found in the streets begging, and to educate and train
him until he is able to support himself. As he enters school his
portrait is taken just as he is when rescued from the streets in his
rags and dirt. 'l'hat portrait is carefully preserved, that it may be
given to him afterwards. When he goes out into the world he is
enjoined to keep it through life, in order that it may remind him of
his former condition, and of the needs-be for necessary restraint and
discipline, and also as an incentive to charitable conduct towards
others.
It is through such experience as this that these Scriptures have
been leading us. So low and degraded by nature that the Son of
God Himself must be made "a curse" in order to redeem us. So
highly exalted by grace that we are made " heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ."
"So nigh, so very nigh to
God,
I cannot nearer be ;
For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He.

" So dear, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be ;
The love wherewith He loves
His Son,
Such is His love to me."

What more is it possible for God to do on behalf of lost sinners such
as we 1 What could render us more safe, more blessedly secure, or so
incomparably happy 1
IV. The question may here be asked, Has this Epistle any lessons
for us in the way of warning as well as positive instruction 1 It has,
undoubtedly. There are Judaizers in the present day as well as there
were in Apostolic times. The question, "Who hath bewitched you 7"
very appropriately describes the glamour of medireval priestcraft which
has cast its baneful influence over a large part of the Christian Church.
The dense ignorance of Scripture truth involved in the re-introduction
of Masses, Vestments, Incense, Invocation of Saints, Veneration of
Images and Pictures, Prayers for the Dead, and the astonnding doctrine
of Purgatory, really amount to the introduction of "another gospel,
which is not another." Every feature of thiR system supposes imperfection in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, or insinuates
something which is supposed to add glory to that work.
The sacrifice of the Mass implies a priestly power and representative
character in the celebrant which involve a sinful and daring usurpation of the priestly functions of the only sacrificing Priest in the
Christian Church, namely, the Priest "after the order of :JIelchizedec."
If such ceremonies are not necessary to render the finished sacrifice
of Christ efficacious, why perform them 7 So with the gorgeous vestments of Sacerdotalists. Just as a man's hand may exclude the sun's
rays, so these gorgeous vestments shut out Christ. Surely, no colours
or robes of man's invention can add one ray of lustre to the beauty of
Him who is "altogether lovely." The fumes of nauseous drugs, miscalled by the name of "incense," cannot by any stretch of imagination
appropriately symbolize the "sweet savour" of Christ's merits. How
can any enlightened Christian "invoke" the aid of saints or of the
Blessed Virgin, in the face of the loving invitations of our adorable
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Redeemer, "Come unto :Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and
I will give you rest." "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me."
"And him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out" 1
The question, "Who hath bewitched you 1" applies very forcibly to
those who disregard these loving messages, whilst labouring to fulfil
the behest of modern J udaizers.
The Greek word translated
" bewitched" refers to the idea of the "evil eye," fascinating, or
charming with a view to evil and injury. It covers the whole ground
of the influences at work in opposition to the great doctrine of
Justification by Faith, which is the subject of this Epistle. These
influences culminate in the Sacrifice of the Mass, the Confessional,
and the doctrine of Purgatory.
In the place of Christ they put
priestly intervention and personal suffering. The essence of Purgatory
is, that salvation is reached by suffering, and suffering, too, as intense
as the pains of hell, though of shorter duration. What detraction
from the exceeding glory of Christ's work; what a contradiction to
the teaching of St. Paul, who, under divine inspiration, represents the
believer as "made accepted in the Beloved," and" complete in Him."
We are taught that the penitent sinner is "justified freely by His
grace" (Rom. iii. 24), and "j ustified by. faith" (Rom. v. 1), not by
suffering. "The just shall live by faith" (Ham. i. 17; Gal. iii. 11;
Heb. x. 38); not by purgatorial fires!
Let us hold fast the truths, the precious, the eternal truths upon
which we have been dwelling. Let us "stand fast in the liberty where·
with Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage." As Christ's freedmen, delivered from the bondage
of corruption, and emancipated from the slavery of man-made rites and
ceremonies, let none of us "glory in men: for all things are yours j
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come; all are yours j and ye are Christ's j
and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21).
May the Holy Spirit bless His own Word, and show us that He who
has redeemed, and quickened, and sanctified, is able also to "present
us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
'1'HE great promises of the Father are far greater than the small
prayers of His little children. God's elected people are never neglected
nor rejected by Him.-Anon.
WI'l'H reverence I desire to speak it: If anyone soul at the last day'
shall be able to stand up and say to Christ, the righteous Judge,
" Upon a conviction of my atrocious guilt, the sinfulness of my sins,
and inability to help myself, I had recourse to Thee, and applied to
Thee for salvation, to which I was encouraged by the declarations of
Thy Word, which say, 'All that the Father gave to Thee shall come,
and him that cometh I will in no wise cast out;' but, alas, I am now
lost for ever, because '1'hou hast refused to receive and save me:" if
this was to be the case, Christ would be proved guilty of a breach of
His truth and faithfulness before angels and men. But, blessed be God,
this can never be.-Anon.
K
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'1'EE PORTRAI'1'.-'1'HE REV. B. P. HUH,ST, LA.
THE H,ev. BERTRAM PRES'I'ON HunsT, whose portrait we publish in
the present issue, was born, in 1868, at Ridgewell Vicarage, Halstead,
Essex, his father being vicar of the parish from 1862 to 1891.
The subject of our sketch was educated at the Rev. E. ST. JOHK
PARRY'S School, at Stoke Pogis, near Windsor, and at Westminster
School, where he was a Queen's Scholar. Our readers will remember
that it was at Westminster School that the revered author of the
immortal hymn, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," received his earlier
education, proceeding thence to '1'rinity College, Dublin. Mr. HURs'I',
in 1887, entered Trinity College, Cambridge, graduating in 1890
in Mathematical Honours (Junior Optime). Subsequently, he spent
a year in the study of Theology at Ridley Hall, Cambridge, und'er
Professor HANDLEY MouLE, D.D., to whom, he states, he owes no
small obligation. "I derived much spiritual profit," he writes to
us, "from my year at Ridley." It was in the year 1891, the year
next preceding his going to Ridley Hall, that he was savingly
brought to the knowledge of CHRIS'I'. '1'0 again quote his own
words, "Previous to that decisive event in my life, when I was
converted by grace, I was a High Churchman l of the usual worldly
type, hoping to get to heaven by my works; but then Ephesians
ii; 8, 9, opened my eyes-' For by grace are ye saved, through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works,
lest any man should boast.' '1'0 God be all the glory! I was led
to see that I could do nothing in the work of my salvation, but
that CHRIST'S blood and righteousness did all for me, as well as
for every mercy-saved sinner. Ever since, I have been an Evangelical
and a Protestant."
Thus, the SPIRIT taught and prepared him to
become the bearer of a free-grace experimental salvation to others.
He was ordained deacon in the 3.utumn of 1893, by the BISHOP of
NORWICH, and in the following year he took full orders, his first
curacy being at St. Matthew's, Luton, a large working-class parish,
well organized. Here the first three years of his pastoral service
were spent, and much practical knowledge was acquired for future
use.
Thence he proceeded to Tewkesbury, where, as Curate of
Trinity parish, he very happily worked with our beloved brother
the Hev. E. H. F. COSENS, whose portrait appeared in the GOSPEL
MAGAZIKE for Jaunary, 1898. While at Tewkesbury, :Mr. HURsT
married et member of Mr. COSENS':'; congregation, a godly young
lady-Miss MARGARWI' HEALIKG- a true helpmeet in her husband's
labours. After two years' ministry at Tewkesbury, he accepted the
curacy of Christ Church, Sparkbrook, Birmingham, under its Evangelical vicar, the Rev. G. N. H. TREDENNICK. '1'he population of
twenty thousand afforded full scope for three clergymen, and a
sphere of great usefulness was opened up for the earnest-minded
young pastor. His wife's health, however, so suffered that a change
was necessary, and a congenial climate was found at Clifton, the
senior curacy of Christ Church in that delightful suburb of Bristol
being providentially vewant, and the prospect of working with the
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well-known Evangelical vicar, the Rev. T. U. CHAPi\lAN, being a
special inducement to remove thither. A decided Protestant and.
Evangelical Churchman, and a devoted pastor of souls, Mr. Huns'f is
deservedly valued at Clifton, and his extensive experience in parish
work has, under the Divine blessing, made of him "a workman that
needetil not to be ashamed," whose desire and aim are to divide
rightly "the Word of truth."
Many years of fmitful service and
faithful testimony are, we trust, in store for the LORD'S servant,
and we need scarcely add that it would afford us, and many of
NIl'. HUHST'S friends, peculiar satisfaction were he appointed to an
independent pastoral charge.
'l'HE EDITOR.

LOVE IN DOUBT.
S'l'ILL in the house sat Mary, saying,
"The Lord has come too late, too late;
He did not answer for all our praying,
And we are desolate-desolate.
" True, I love Him, the dear Lord Jesus,
Sweet were His words in the hours gone by;
Marvellous thin?s He has done for strangers;
Why did He let our brother die P"
Still in the house sat Mary; Martha
Went to meet Him, and told her thought;
Jesus wept, but He knew His power,
And the lesson of trust she should be taught.
" Mary, come, for the Master calleth;"
Rose she then, and away she strode;
"Here is the Friend who 10"'l'ed my brother,
But where, oh where is the mighty God P"
And the old reproach was in her greeting,
" Why camest Thou not to heal my brother? "
Ab, Mary, He gave thee at that late meeting
A healing better than any other.
And down the ages the tale i8told
Of the weeping Christ's almighty power;
How the stone from the brother's grave was rolled,
And Lazarus lived from that same hour.
So sit we in our houses often.
Silent over some hidden sweet;
Nor does the crust of our sorrow soften,
Though we catch the fall of the Master's feet.
True, we love Him, the dear Lord Jesus,
But we prayed for the help that neTer came;
And after all, comes a !'eslwreclion
Which puts our murmuring llearts to shame.
Only, friends, we must know the dyinl!',
Know the wail and the crumbling clod,
Ere we can fathom the joy of being
Revivified by the voice of God.
Galleywood..

M. A.
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A VACAN'r BISHOPRIC.
THE death of the BISHOP of LONDON (Dr, CREIGHTON), after his presiding over the See for the short term of foul' years, leaves a heritage
of clerical lawlessness to his successor, whoever may be selected for
the unenviable post, although it carry with it a stipend of £10,000
a-year, and tw:) "palaces."
'rhe example of Sacerdotal practice afforded by the late Prelate to
the Romanizing clergy by his use of a meretricious mitre-on which
was presumptuously inscribed, "Holiness to the Lord "-in places of
public worship, detracted from the reality of his official, objection to
the ornate ritual at such metropolitan churches as St. Alban's,
Holborn. The ltitualists all along knew well that their Diocesan
personally sympathized with their doctrines and doings, and they
were justified in their views when, only a few weeks ago, he exercised
his unconstitutional veto to shield three most prominent Sacerdotalists
among his clergy from prosecution for alleged Romanizing ritual. To
so extreme a length Romeward have the London churches gone, under
the latitudinari11l1 rule of Drs. TEMPLE and CREIGHTON, that it is
very doubtful whether any other type of Bishop than a NICHOLAS
RIDLEY could undertake the colos~al work of reform. To make a clean
sweep of the idolatrous innovations at St. Paul's Cathedral, and in
London parish churches beyond number, is the need of th,e hoUl' j and
a BishoJl possessing a resolute Protestant and martyr spirit alone could
face the opposition of the organized Romanizing clergy which such ,t
momentous proceeding would most certainly provoke.
Nevertheless, we believe that the vast bulk of the London laity
would support a pronounced, faithful Bishop in any honest I1rm policy
for the repression of corrupt teaching and illegal practices in the
churches placed under his charge. LORD SAI~IHI3URY will certainly put
an intolerable strain on the patience of loyal churchmen if he venture
to nominate to the Crown an ecclesiastic of either the Sacerdotalist or
the laissez {aire school. Much is being said in the Press alJout thc
excessive duties of a Bishop of London. But Bishops, no,y-a-days, take
part in secular and essentially worldly matters altogether alien from
their sacred office and calling.
If our modern Bishops "'ere more
devoted to the pulpit, as sound and fearless preachers of the Gospcl of
the grace of God, like RIDLEY, HOOPER, JEWEL, LEIGHTO:;, and UHHER,
and were less frequently heard in witty, man-pleasing speeches at public
banquets, and less often seen mingling with the giddy, godless assemblages of the leaders of the world of pomp and vanity, it would be
more creditable to themselves and helpful to the spiritual kingdom
of Christ. Anyone who lately read a long list of the engagements of
the deceased "BISHOP of LONDON must have been struck painfully
with the unnecessary burden of care and attention which they entailed
upon him. And then, too, an endless succession of fUllctions has been
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undertaken in recent years by the Bishops in the shape of " ble"lsing"
buildings, and bells, and clocks, and all sorts of ecclesiastical furniture, functions which savour not infrequently of the ridiculous and
profane.
'fhe late Bishop CREIGHTOK devoted considerablp. time to
these new-fashioned episcopal ordinances, and is reported to have saiel
that he only drew the line at blessing" hassocks" I-though, on
wha,t principle the line was drawn at "hassocks" is not quite
obvious when it is remembered that the Priest's Prayer Buokthe unauthorized manual generally used at these dedicatory
performances - provides for the "benediction" of ashes, flowers,
palms, altars, stones, organs, oils, water, and even of life-boats!
Such" dead works" ill become chief pastors of the sheep of Christ's
flock, and can only have a disastrous influence on them. Of all
professing officers in the visible Church, Bishops should afford the most
public example of obedience to the Word of God, and of opposition to
all things contrary thereto, and especially in matters affecting the
worship of the Most High Himself. When a Bishop in our reformed
Church is solemnly set apart for the episcopal office, he is asked whether
he will show himself" in all things an example of good works, unto
others, that the adversary may be ashamed," having nothing to say
against him. To that solemn question he replieA: " I will do so, by the
help of God," a reply which is equivalent to an oath. Now, the
functions to which we have referred, which make no small demand on
the time of our present-day Bishops, since they foster superstition and
are 10rrowed from the corrupt Roman Church, are not" good works,"
while they deceive souls and grievously offend our God. It is little
wonder that when men thus trifle with holy things, the Spirit. is
aggrieved and restrains His presence and power! And so long as, in
His divine jealousy, He refuses to give His praise to graven images,
or to any other works made by human art or man's device, vital
religion will languish, and" the form of godliness" will usurp its
power. It is time, then, that the faithful people of God, who sigh and
erybecause of the abominations that are committed in the National
Church, should earnestly pray for the arrest of the flood of err01', superstition, delusion, and idolatry which, if unrepented of and unforsaken,
must eventually call down the righteous wrath of Almighty God, and
humble our boasted greatness and glory in the dust. And to prayer
should be added resolute action. Protest, without compromise, must
resound throughout the Electorate, in the Press, and in the Legislature,
and gross abuses in the Church must be constitutionally dealt with by
the people themstlves. The Bishops are committed to the policy of
retaining the traitor clergy in their benefices. They shield the law\n:eakeYI>. TheJ give them pYe1eml.,m.t. T'ueJ auuu\\\\y or\l\\iu \I, large
supply of young men to perpetuate Sacerdotalism in England's
Protestant church, and they oppress and pettily perse,mte godly Evangelical clergy, especially those who are dependent on the episcopal
licence. ",Ve are in possession of facts at the present moment, in this
connection, which would astonish the public were the particulars made
known, as they probably will be at an early date. "Thumbscl.·ews" and
"iron boots" may be 'practical tortlll'esof past ages, but some of our
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English Bishops to-day show themselves quite capable, and also
willing, to make the lives of God's faithful wit~esses intolerable by
more refined methods of cruelty and injustice A day of reckoning,
however, is surely approaching, when "the souls of them that were slain
for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held," will be
'l'HE EDITOR.
equitably avenged.
'l'HE POPE AND THE KING.
NOTHING less than the dethronement of KING VICTOR EMMANUJJ:L, his
supersession by POPE LEO XIII., and the reduction of Italy to a con
dition of revolutionary chaos, is involved in thc ardent hope which
the DUKE of NORFOLK expressed last week in his universally condemned address to the PO:\TU'F of the VATICAN. For the restoration
of the temporal power of the POPE means his beillg: installed as
Sovereign of Rome, and his being accorded a place among the
crowned heads of Europe. He is now only Pontifex Maximus of thc
Vatican, an honour derived from Pagan high priests, whose successor
he really is. Speaking in his own name, and on behalf of his fellow
"pilgrims," the DUKE did not hesitate to make use of the following
incendiary words :-" We pray and trust that this New Cent1ll'Y may
witness the restoration to thl) ROMAN PONTIFP of that position of
temporal independence which your HOLINESS has declared to be necessary for the effective fulfilment of the duties of your world-wide
charge." This startling Papal programme, evidently prepared with
care and deliberation, was deli vered almost under the shadow of the
Quirinal, the Palace of Italy's lawful SOVEREIGN, to whom, as such,
a British Ambassador is accredited by the QUEE~ of ENGIJAND, of
whose Government the DUKE of NORFOLK was recently a member.
The temporal power, after the restoration of which the DUKE so
devoutly yearns, meallS the setting up of a political oligarchy, unlike
any other the world has ever seen. The Roman Curia is unique in its
constitution and history. In the background lies hidden t.he hand of
the "Black Pope," which secretly manipulates the policy of the
Vatican in its cosmopolitan relations, amI pulls the occult wires which
move the Courts and Governments of the wholc world-they know
not how. One of the more immediate cOl1seq uences of the conferring
of regal title, prerogatives, and jurisdiction on the P AP_\L POXTIFI,'
wonld be the break-up of the Triple Alliance between Germany, Austria,
and Italy-which has hitherto contributed potentially to the peace of
Europe-to say nothing of the inauguration of a religiom; war of a
nature disttstrous beyond conception.
The priestly pretender to the Italian Crown, on the ground of his
having been elected to the Papal Chair by a conclave of Cardinals,
home and foreign-celibates all of them, destitute of family ties, and
without any domestic relations with the people·- has no dynastic, or
lineal, or elective claim to it ,,·hatsoever. It is to be regretted deeply
that Italy-whose national emanicipation from the thraldom of
priest-rule, as upheld by the Bourbons, was consummated within the
memory of many readers of these lines-should have been subjected to
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so wanton an insult as to be made the subject of a wish that she might
again be brought under the intolerable yoke of the priesthood, and
her recently acquired civil and religious liberties be taken away from
her. This reflection on the rights of Roman citizens by a British
nobleman, and that at a time when, as a "pilgrim," he was enjoying
the protection of the Halian State, has not been equalled in audacity and
impertinence in modern times; and it is to be hoped that the virtuous
denunciations of the conduct of the DUKE of ~ORFOLK by the Press,
both of free England and free Italy, will teach the Roman Curia and
the Papal world in general that the dark day has finally passed away
for the imposition of manacles and other priestly instruments for the
repression of the rights of the human conscience and the natural
aspirations of thc peoples whom the Hand of Providence has
mercifullv set free.
That t"his stirring episode should have occurred at the opening of
the new century is not altogether void of significance, and the Most
High, who" taketh the wise in their own craftiness," may be pleased
to bring lasting good out of passing evil. "The curse causeless shall
not come." The Italian people know well the friendly trend of English
feeling towards them.
They have not forgotten the unparalleled
reception which the people of London gave to the truly noble
GENERAL GARIBALDI when he visited these shores in the sixties.
Nor are they likely to allow the obliteration from their memory of
the miseries, the crimes, and the cruelties which branded with infamy
the rule of the Popes when, as temporal rulers, they presided over
the destinies of fair Italy. The united denunciation of the address of
the DUKE of NORFOLK by all sections of the English Press has been
most gratifying, and furnishes an augury for English Protestants
which may well sti'llulate courage and brace their energies in the
conflict with Papal pretensions and encroachments in their own
midst.- From the "English Ch1trchman."

\

MULTU:Y[ W PARVO.
ON the 15th ult., a session of the Bishops-with closed doors, of
course-was held at Lambeth Palace, under the presidency of the
ARCHBISHOP of CAN'I'ERBURY. Nearly all the Prelates were present.
It is stated that their Lordships considered, 1:nteT alia, the subject
of legislation for the self-government of the Church.-The three
dayR' Protestant Mission held weekly by the National Protestant
Federation in the Essex towns where the' martyrs suffered took
place recently in Brailltree, the scene of the martyrdom of WILLfAM
PYGOT. The Rev. ALEX. ROGER, the lecturer, is well known in
Braintree from having replied to the lectures given there by Cardinal
V.-\UGHAN three years ago, on the occasion of his unsuccessful attempt
to "convert" Essex Protestants to Popery. 'l'he meetings of the
Federation, therefore, created a large amount of interest, and were
well attended. Notwithstanding the decidedly unpropitions weather,
and the blinding snowstorm, on Tuesday, the large central hall of
the Bocking Board Schools was filled, whilst on Wednesday evening
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the hall was crowded to its utmost capacity, and many had to
stand in the adjoining room. A band of young men and women
connected with the local convent made their presence felt each
evening by continued noisy interruptions, but when the chairman
offered them an opportunity of controverting the lecturer's
statements, they observed a discreet silence. The Federation's
"Protestant Exhibition" was on view in the Bocking Lecture
Hall, and was visited largely by the people attending the
lectures.-We are sorry, though not surprised, to observe that the
BISHOP of LIVERPOOL is now pressing the qnestion of a cathedral
for the diocese. Bishop CHAVASS~; had far better set himself
to the enduring work of edifying the living Church of God.The third annual meeting of the Towel' Hamlets Branch of the
Calvinistic Protestant Union was lately held at Commercial Street
Baptist Chapel. Mr. OTHEK, pastor, presided, and read Psalm lix. Mr.
GALLEY sought God's blessing. The chairman spoke of the threefold
enemy, Jesuitism, Romanism, and Ritualism; these never sleep. Over
against these he placed God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and
blessed be God, though our friends often seem very sleepy, He never
sleeps. Ml". SINDEN dealt with the great principles at the root of
the C.P.U., and said there could be no division of interest in supporting this work, since its object is thc advancement of the Redeemer's
kingdom. He could not circumscribe his prayers to the particular
body to which he belonged.
He was a member of the Church of
God. He said the protest at home would go out to the utmost
bounds of our great Empire. He was rejoiced to see that they had
sung that beautiful hymn, "0 God, our help in ages past," at the
birth of the Australian Federation. Mr. JOB WILLIA)fS surveyed the
prospects of Protestantism in France, Italy, and elsewhere, especially
commenting on the great wealth of the different Orders in France
and the action of the French Government. 'With home affairs he
}f 1'.
could not feel so satisfied, and cornmended open-air work.
GALLEY said, after his parents, he owed his Protestantism to Mr.
WfLLIAMS, and, tracing the history of our nation's Protestantism in an
allegory, powerfully put the question, "Are you going to let that
light go out?" The report showed that the acconnts did not quite
. reach the level of the previous year. The meeting closed with singing
and prayer.-In a recent lecture at B1airgowrie, Perthshire, the Rev.
'V. MUIR, dealing with the "Literature of the Nineteenth Century,"
referred at length to journalism. He said that he understood that,
with their usual cunning, the Jesuits pay special attention in their
schools to training young men for journalism, and that they have
been so successful in their attempts to control the great Press
agencies, that news reflecting on the Church of Rome is either ignored
or minimized, while everything that reflects credit on Rome is kept
persistently to the front.
For example, the work of the Romish
"Sisters of Mercy" in the South Mrican vVar had got a place in the
newspapers and the illustrated Press out of all proportion to its relative
importance, important as it was, and that method of prop£l.ganda was
a t WOrk on all sides.-
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.A LIVING EXAMPLE OF GRACE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-We are alike sharing a common sorrow, as a Church
and people, in the very sndden and unexpected removal by death of
dear Miss POULTON, one of the most devoted workers and members of
St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, and one whose place it will be difficult to
fill. Her quiet, unassuming manner, humble spirit, and ever-ready
sympathy, help, and cheering word caused all to admire and love her
dearly "in the Lord." In a word, she was an ornament to the
religion she professed and possessed, and was instrumental of God in
carrying the Gospel, through the preached Word, to many who were
unable to attend the means of grace, or denied that privilege
temporarily through ill-health or other adverse circumstances.
For the encouragement of others of the Lord s dear children, who
in His own time and way, shall likewise know His delivering power,
and for your own, dear sir, that you may abundantly prove that
your ministry is not in vH,in in the Lord, but is richly blessed and
owned of Him in bringing forth "much fruit," I gladly append a
few fragments gathered up; not to extol the creature, for the deal'
humble-minded soul wonld have been the last to wish to be spoken
of except as a sinner saved by sovereign grace, and kept by the
power of God every hour and moment of her day, but to magnify
Him whose is all the honour and glory and greatness in the salvation
of every redeemed sinner.
R
Believe me, dear sir, yours truly,
:NOT

1,

BUT

CHRIST.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-It has been delightful to observe, from time to time,
during the sevel'al years of my acquaintance with Miss POUJJTOK, her
deepening in Divine things, and evident growth under the precious
ministry of the Word at Mary-le-Port Church. The faithful proclamation of the Gospel, the extolling of a precious Christ and Him crucified,
the wondrous theme of mercy for the chief of sinners, met her case,
as it has done and ever will do until the last redeemed soul is
gathered in. It has oft-times, as it was with her, been the blessed
means of building up the saints on their most holy faith, of
strengthening, settling, and stablishing others, and of searching
out His sheep and bringing them into the fold.
How often has she left Mary-Ie-Port Church weeping for very
joy, and been carried above all circumstances, relying upon Hiin
who is faithful that promised, and who will also perform His
word! She was one much cast down with doubts and fears, and
all her lifetime subject to bondage through fear of death. But
so often have I· seen her helped and blessed under the preached
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Word, that on meeting her radiant face after service one Sunday
evening, I could not but exclaim, "It is worth getting into so
low a place to know that there is such a lifting up in His
own gracious time and way," to which she rejoicingly assented.
On another occasion, when she came out of her pew to greet
me, "full with the blessing of the Lord," I said, "You and I
seem to be in the condition of the hymnist when he sang,
" , My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss.'''
"Yes, yes," she replied, "I am filled with His blessing. He 7ws
appeared for me. He has applied His Word with power to 1t,y heart,
and removed all my doubts and fears. I came up here so cast down,
but dear NIl'. ORMISTON has just met my case; God is sending me on my
way rejoicing." On another occasion, seeing her very low-spirited, I
waited to walk with her, and repeated that verse in 1 John iii. 20,
emphasizing it thus, "Beloved, if our },eart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart." "Beautiful, beautiful!" she exclaimed, "I never
saw it thus; say it again." And to a deal' friend, whose solicitous
dei'Jires were to see her lifted out of the grovelling sphere of doubts
and fears into the liberty and sunshine of His smile, she used
often to say, "Yes, I know every word is true that you say, but
God must apply it to me personally, by His Spirit, before I can take
the comfort of it." It was in the invalid chamber of that dear
friend that she spent Christmas Day afternoon, when she had returned from church, seemingly poorly, and was urged to rest on
the sofa, whilst her bed-ridden companion read to her. Still the
same subject-fears of herself, of presumption, and of death-was
pursued (and ,it is to be remarked, to oue and all she ever quoted
throughout these past twelve months of slight indisposition, when
no one realized cause for fear, "This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God.") They talked together, and she said,
"Yes, I must own, from Illy childhood up I have had a great fear
of death;" when her dear friend was led to say, "Leave it all with
Him; JOu may never know death when it comes." 'Words that
seem now in looking back to have had almost a prophetic ring in
them. "You can't have the joy of the Lord till you get out of
the bondage of doubts and fears." "I believe it, dear," she said,
"but He must speak the word of deliverance." They then read an
article upon Psalm ciii., by the Rev. THOMAS BRADBURY, from
Spi1'itual Gleanings, when pages 37 and 38 were specially blessed
to her, and she joyed in the realized truth of pardon and covering
of all her iniquities. "I see it, I see it I it is mine, it is for me I;"
she exclaimed with uplifted hands, and that, with just a momentary
good-morning parting. The morrow was the last time these two
dear children of the King met until they meet before the throne.
"I went to see Mrs. S--, yesterday afternoon," writes "Nettie."
"She grieves so much about Miss POULTON. She seems to have loved
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her most dearly. She saw so much of her during her stay at
Portishead in the summer, and was struck with the way in which
she would always lead up the conversation to things 'concerning the
King.' It is only about three weeks since Miss POULTON went to see
her. She became quite confused as to locality on the way, and was
going down the hill, thinking she would find her way better if she
retraced her steps, when Mrs S--'s little boy saw her and brought
her home.
She said, 'My dear boy, God sent you. I was just
asking Him for help.' Mrs. S - - said her little boy cried bitterly
yesterday when he heard of her death, and Raid, 'Oh, mother, the
last time I saw her. she said God sent me!' Mrs. S - - and Miss
POULTON have had 'much sweet commuuion about the things which
are above; their conversation was in heaven, and is recorded in God's
• Book of Remembrance.' "
The last time I &'tw her was in her usual place on Christmas Eve,
at the Bible Reading, which she so thoroughly appreciated. :Mr.
OmIls'l'u"," was absent, and how well do I remember her honour for
her Lord, as some remark went forth which (perhaps, in phraseology
only) savoured of free-will, after the excellent opening remarks by his
substitute. Looking down the room, she said, "Yes, all as the result
of the new birth." 'l'he following d"y, though not feeling as well as
she could wish, she attended both services at Mary-Ie-Port, and returned
to Portishead on the Wednesday, looking forward to returning on
Saturday to the hospitable home offered her week by week by a dear
sister in the Lord, whereby she was enabled to attend the services at
Mary-Ie-Port, and these of the coming week she was anticipating with
deep interest, in their connection with the close of another year and
commencement of a new century.
On Thursday she went out to see an aged invalid, bnt appeared
very poorly and restless on her return, so much so that she retired
earlier than usual to her room, but came down apparently her bright
self the next morning. Howeyer, she again became poorly, and the
doctor was sent for, who did not apprehend any immediate danger, but
said she was suffering from heart disease. On the Lord's Day she kept
.her bed, and when her relatives went to her she said" The Lord has
been so gracious to me, giving me foretastes of His presence." Mrs.
M-- said, "I have been asking the Lord to give me a word for you,
and He has given me Psalm xxiii.;" when Miss POULTON said" Are yOLl
quite sure that it was for me the Lord gave it, or was it for you1" And
when assured the request had been on her behalf, "Oh, how beautiful!
it's quite right," she replied. Soon after this she fell into a quiet sleep,
from which she awoke, saying, "A beautiful sleep," whilst those
watching her could only remark the loveliness of her countenance. It
was lit up with the seCl'l~t joy so soon to be hers in never-broken continuity, but never once did she make any reference to passing away,
only repeating the oft-spoken text, "'fhis sickness is not unto death."
And for her there was no death. It was a translation. It was one
moment here and the next in His presence! "Absent from" - - (with
nothing between), "present with the Lord." One who sat by her heard
her say, "My Jesus, give me security;" and taking hold of both
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Mrs. M--'s hands, as though to clasp her, she exclaimed, " 1Jfy .J esus,
And she was with Him, and that for ever! As
dear N[r. ORMISTON said, "The last sermon she heard on Christmas
night, just five days before she was not, was from the word, 'Emmanuel,
God with us,' and now she is with God." Singularly appropriate
have been the last few texts npon which precious sermons have
been based in the hearing to edification of this dear servant of
God. Two laid great hold of her: "When He shall come to be
glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that believe";
and, "I Jesus, have sent Mine angel to testify unto you these
things in the Churches. I am the root and offspring of David, and
the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let himl that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the,mter of life freely."
She has heard the King's "Come," and entered eternally into the
joy of her Lord.
R.

my Jesus has come!"

[WE feelingly endorse all that "R" has said of the beloved and
devoted member of our Bristol Hock, whom the LORD JEs"US, the
CHIEF SHEPHE1W, has gathered so unexpectedly on our part into the
number of "the glorified spirits in heaven "--as dear 'l'OPLADY'S hymn
speaks of those who have died" in the LORD." Miss POUW'ON was
one who, in full measure, held fast the precious truths which the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE upholds, and her unobtrusive, consistent, fruitful
life adorned the doctrine of GOD her SAVIOUR, and made it lovely in
the eyes of those with whom she had to do.-En.]

.'
\'
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GOD'S FREE GIFT.
"EVERY perfect gift;" that is, every spidtllal gift which tends to
perfect our natures (and is thus distinguished from temporal or
miraculous gifts, which have no such tendency), cometh from an
unchangeable God, and is therefore a gift without repentance. God
will not repent of His gift, because He is unchangeable; He will not
change His purpose and withdraw His gift. xo after-unworthiness can
happen which God did not foresee, and so no cause for withdrawing a
gift which would have hindered His giving it at first. "Of His own
will begat He us," without respect to present or future desert. " Of
His own will," of His mere pleasure, and not for our merit, He begat
us, brought us into a new life, of which \\'e were utterl." unworthy, and
to which we were wholly averse by nature; and this for the praise of
His grace.-Be1Tidge.
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IN reading the Holy Scriptmes the child of God loves to feel life
divine in every line.
THE help of God is the true source of the happiness of man. "Happy
. is he who hath the God of Jacob for his help."

"
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OUlt BELOVED QUEEN.
kI' the hour of our going to press, the precious life of our
GnACIOUS SOVEREIGN the QUEEN trembles in the balance.
The Hoyal Family and the Nation-indeed, the wholc British
Empire throughout the world-are waiting in breathless silence for
the saddest of tidings.
Prayer, fenent and belieYing, h,1S been ascending to GOD ever
since the first news of HER

.iliAJEf)'l'Y'~

illdisposition reached the

public ear-and all that i:s left HS <it the mOlllent of our writing is
again to of1:'er the heart-felt cry,

"(~OD,

sw:e the

QUEE~!"

'filE Em'ron.

Q!;.on.esponb.enc.e.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION '1'0 THE AHMY AND NAVY.
To the Edito1' of the Gospel Martazine.
DEAR Sm,--We have now entered upon another year, and with
your kind permission I would like to tell our friends how the Lord
has blessed our work, and how it prospers under His gracious
blessing.
I have been much encouraged during the past year in
sending forth so much Gospel literature for circulation amongst our
brave soldiers and sailors, lllany of whom have laid down their life
for their country. 'fhis literature, including many thousand copies of
the GOSl'EL :YIAGAZIXE, has been most highly valued by the men
and those who laboured amongst them, and many cases haye I heard
where they have been made a blessing to the readers. All praise be
to Him who gives the blessillg, and without whose aid all we do would
be in vain. Many times have we experienced His faithfulness. 'fhe
times demand that we should still continue to labour by spreading
sound Gospel and Protestant truth. May I ask the continued help
of our friends in books and money 1 I have just received the
following :FROM A

SOLDIERS'

HOME.

Thank you vel'y much for the most useful parcel of books you have
sent us. They are very nice indeed. We have been putting up some
with our Christmas packets of book8 and cards for the soldiers. I like
the book about the war very much, Trophies of Gmce from the Field
of Battle, We have been able to distribute large quantities of books
this year, both among the recruits here and the returning convalescents
from the war, and on the ships too.
May the Lord graciously bless you in your labours more and more
undantly.
Yours sincerely,
,st. Mnrk's' RfJatl, SnlislJlt1'!J, JltIllP1'!J, 1DOL
R. E. BRwER.
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FIWM A READER IN INDIA.
HE F AILETH NOT.

7h the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAl{ SLH,-For the past few months I haye had the GO';PET.
MAGAZINE sent to me by a friend in New Zealand, and I cannot
tell you the joy it has given me in reading the various cOlltrilmtions.
In these days of Ritualism and departure from the truth
as it is in Christ Jesus, your Magazine is like the cool refreshing
shade of the lonely oasis in the desert to the traveller on his homeward way. I have so much enjoyed, and ha,:e been blessed by
its deep spirituality, and as I belong to the Church of England I
do praise God that there are those in that Church who are
showing to the world the true righteousness and preciousness of
Christ. Could you let me know about the most evangelical and
spiritual colleges (If the Church of England, or of the Church
Missionary Society in England 1 I am anxious to know, for the Lord
may open my way to come to England for further study in preparation
for the mission field. I would humbly ask your prayers on my behalf,
and on behalf of India, which is so sorely in need of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. May the Lord abundantly ole";s you and strengthen
you in your work for the spread of the Gospel, throughout thc
coming year, and daily anoint you with fresh oil in His blessed
Yours yery truly,
service, is the prayer of
C. F. STRAXGE.
5, Elphinstolle Road, Poona, Inclin, nec. 13th, 1900.

THE CLOSED DOOR
A LADY who heard thc Rev. G. VVHI'L'EFIELD preach in Scotland upon
the words, "And the door was shut," being near two young men,
but at a considerable distance from the pulpit, overheard one say
in a low tone to the other, " Well, what if the door be shut 1 Another
will open." Mr. 'VHITEFIELD had not proceeded far -when he said,
"It is possible there may be some careless, trifling person here today who may ward off the f"rce of this impressive subject by
lightly thinking, What matter if the door he sJmt 1 another will
open." ']'he two young lllen were startled, and looked at each
other in astonishment.
Mr. \VHlTEFmLD again proceeded," Yes;
another will open. And I will tell you what door it will be; it
will be the door of a bottomless pit -the door \"hich 150nccals from
the eyes of angeb the horrors of damnation."

THERE is nothing but the eternal power of God that is able to
draw a soul out of that deep and miry pit in which it lies: the
drawing vf the Father, the power of the Father only, draws men
unto Christ, otherwise they will not 01' cannot come.-J. Weust~1'.

"~
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lassing ®htltts.
A MON'l'HLY RECORD.
THE formal inauguration of the Commonwealth of the Australian
Colonies was (jelebrated with great suc(jess, and with intense enthusiasm. Her MAJEs'l'Y the QUEEN, with her customary thoughtfulness,
sent two telegraphic messages, expressing her "heartfelt interest,"
and bel' "earnest wish that, under Divine Providence, the confederation may ensure thc increased prosperity of her loyal and beloved
subjects in Australia." There is every reason to believe that thi::;
confederation will be productive of very happy results, cementing
the union between those distant Colonies and the Mother Country
in a most satisfactory manner, and promoting their mutual interests.
AT the time at which we write, scarcely any appreciable change
has taken place in South Africa. Guerilla warfare still continues,
and the Boer leaders still seem as determined as ever to carry
on the strife to "the bitter end." Advantageous and lenient terms
have been offered to them by Lord KITCHENER, but without avail;
and precions lives are being uselessly sacrificed, and a fruitful
conntry is being wantonly laid waste, for no purpo::;e but to gratify
the vindictive feelings of a few unscrupulous men, for such they
arc plainlj proving them::;elves to be.
A prominent member of
the Moderate party in the Free State, Mr. BO'l'HA, expresses very
frankly his opinion of their chief, ex-President KRUGER :-" Let
me," he says, "try and show the man to you as he really is, and
as those Boers whom he has not succeeded in duping always knew
him to be. We know him-an avaricious, unscrupulous, and hypocritical man, who sacrificed an entire people to his cupidity. His
one aim and object was to enrich himself, and he used every means
to this one end. His ambition for power was subordinate to his
love of money. He used the Transvaal as a milch-floW for himself,
his children, and his following." And Mr. BOTHA adds :-" T0 Englishmen such as Mr. LAlloucHERE, Dr. CLARK, Mr. STEAD, and others who
misled the Transvaal a;nd urged it on in its folly before the war,
I say that it was inhuman of you to use the Boers as a pawn in
your political game-6,OOO miles awaY_~\lld as a peg to hang your
European fads on. It is a tholU;andfold more cruel and inhuman
now to keep their minds restless, and so prolong the struggle."
A 'l'REMENDOUS struggle seems to be on the eve of taking place ill
the French Senate over a Bill for the repression of the Religiou::;
Orders, and it is not unlikely that it will have far· reaching consequences. In France, as in other countrie» where Roman Catholicism
is allowed to have its own way, the Religious orders have been
steadily and continuously acquiring more and more property until
the amount has assumed enotmous proportions; and the use which
is made of that property is in many cases neither advantageous
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to the people nor to the State. The present ]'re11ch Government
seelllS determined to repress any further acquisition of property in
this way, even if it cannot succeed in confiscating a portion of
that which has a,lready been thus acquired. But there is no doubt
that the effort will meet with most vigorous opposition, and the
matter practically divides the French nation into two great hostile
forces, who are bitterly opposed to each other. Are we wise in
allowing monasteries and convents to increase amongst us, and to
acquire property in a similar way, when our neighbours' experience
shows us what an intolerable evil it may become?
ANO'l'HER evil, which our neighbours are endeavouring to check, is
the increase of intemperance, especially occasioned by excessive
drinking of ardent spirits. Dr. LASSABA'l'IE, who holds an important
office under the Republic, says :-" Fnmce, which in 1885 occupied
the seventh place in the nations of Europe as regards the individual
consumption of alcohol, has to-day incontestably taken the first
place. . .•. Alcoholism is to-day, I dare affirm, one of the principal
factors in tuberculosis, one .of the worst scourges of our epoch, and
of our country, and not only is it responsible for a large proportion of
the 150,000 deaths in France each year from that disease, but it is
also responsible for many other calamities-insanity, suicides, grave
crimes of all natures, and a decrease in the population." The French
Government, in endeavouring to check this fearful evil, has rescinded
all the octroi duties on wines, and imposed heavier duties upon spirits,
hoping thus to reduce the use of the latter in favour of the former;
and the French Minister of Education has despatched a circular to
schoolmasters throughout the country, commanding them to makc ,1,
special point of instructing their pupils upon the principles of
temperanee, and requiring them to pass an examination in the
subject.
AN interesting Egyptian papyrus has been brought to light by the
authorities of the British Museum. It \YaR pnrchased at Aswan in
1895, and it consists of two large sheets joined together so as to form
a continuous roll, on which are written several columns of old Egyptian
characters. It has been transcribed and translated by :Mr. GRlFFl1'HS,
of the British Museum, and it records the history of a magiciau named
SE'l'~IA, or RHAl'iINAs, and his son SE-OSIRIS.
This history is particularly interesting in that it practically reproduces some of the
incidents in the Gospel history in an altered form; thus it says that
the mother of SE-OSIRIS was told to eat a melon, and she would be
granted her desire for a male child. Her husband has a dream in
which he is told that the infant is to be named SE·OSlRIS. The child
grew rapidly in wisdom. He was put. to school, and rivall~d the
scribe who gave him instruction, and "all the world wondered at
him." There is a striking parallel herc to the earlier years of Jesus
in the Christian Gospels. But further on a more remarkable statement is made in the papyrus. "Behold, the boy passed twelve years,
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and it came to p~ss that there was no good scribe or learned man in
Memphis, who rivalled him in reading or in writing." The apparently
clever "Higher Critics" might at first sight be inclined to think that
this was a great " find" for them. "This manuscript," they might
have said, "is many thousands of years old,"-as lately a newlydiscovered mummy was said to be "ten thousand years old," but
without, so far as we are aware, the slightest solid proof to verify
such a statement. "Here," the critics might have said, "is one of
the origins of Christianity, for some of the statements of Christianity
have evidently been borrowed from it." But unfortunately for such a
conclusion, we are able to fix the date at a very different period,
because there is another writing upon the document underneath this
one, and it consists of a set of official revenue accounts of the city of
Egypt named Crocodilopolis, in the seventh year of the reign of the
Roman Emperor CLAUDIUS. Now we know that CLAUDIUS was made
Emperor of Rome in the year A.D. 41 j the sevent,h year of his reign
therefore was A.D. 48, the year in which he married AGR~PPINA, the
mother of Nrmo, and who six years afterwards poisoned him. We
know also that Egypt had become a Roman province at that date,
and that Roman taxes were therefore regularly levied upon it. The
older writing therefore on this docnment was written some years
after our Lord's death and ascension, and the new writing, which
describes the history of SE-OSIRIS, must have been written some years
again after that, probably some thirty or forty years after, or during
the reign of the Emperor VESPASIAN (A.D. 75 to 80). So that instead
of the Christian narrative being in any way copied from it, it is
evident that the Christian narrative had found its way into Egypt,
and the Egyptian writing was influenced by it. Have we not reason
[;0 rejoice at the wonderful way in which the numerous discoveries
of ancient documents and records in modern times have confirmed
and corroborated the accuracy and veracity of the Word of God 1
AN official treaty of peace has at last been signed between China
and the Allied Powers, but it is a very questionable point as to
whether the Chinese authorities will fulfil its conditions. They know
very well that they have tJ deal, not with one determined foe who
knows his own mind, and who is resolved at all costs to have his
wishes accomplished, but with a number of foes who have the greatest
difficulty in making up their minds, and whose wishes are so divergent
that at any moment they may come into collisiorr with one another.
SAD reports come from Armenia, affirming that the most terribl e
atrocities have again been perpetrated upon the native Christians
there, one wretched fanatic boasting of having slain with his own
An account which has
hands no less than two hundred of them.
been published in one of the daily newspapers from its Vienna correspondent seems too dreadful to be true, but there is probably at
least' some foundation for it, and if so, the indignation of European
nations ought to be distinctly expressed to the Sultan of Turkey,
L
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who is really responsible for these shameful deeds. '1'he Servian
Consul at Mitrovitza declares that 1,100 people have been murdered,
and 400 women outraged and placed in harems. And, it is added,
"The Turkish authorities have shown utter indifference to the
massacres."
Well may the correspondent head his despatch,
"Europe's Shame."
h has also been stated that the Sultan has commenced a fresh
crusade against the Jews who have settled in Palestine, issuing or
rather renewing a decree which forbids them to remain in Palestine
for longer than three months. A correspondent of a weekly contemporary rightly says :-" The statement should surely arouse the
interest of all who have a tender compassion for God's ancient people,
and should be a call to fervent prayer that the nations of EuropeEngland foremost-may protest against an act of such cruel tyranny.
Shall it be-borne that these peaceable and industrious immigrants,
driven froni other lands, who have reclaimed waste places, and made
humble farms and homes for their families, should be again made
wanderers, they know not whither, fulfilling the words of the poet--

" 'The wild birds have their nests, the fox his cave;
Mankind their country, Israel but the grave'?
"God grant that the voice of England may be raised against this
inhuman abuse ()f power."
THE country pastors of the Established Chnrch, whose income is
derived from tithe rent-charge, have had another serious diminution
of their income, for the tithe rent-charge has again gone down this
year. An arrangement was made in the year 1836 between the
tithe-payers and the tithe-recipients which was considered at that
time to be a fail' one, although it was known to be a loss to the
tithe-receivers and a gain to the tithe-payers; but it was not then
known how great that loss would be. The arrangement \ras that
the amount of the rent-chargtl should be on a sliding scale accord·
ing to the price of corn, and for some years it seemed to work
partly to the advantage of the clergy; but of late years the reverse
has been the case, and for the last twenty three years the rentcharge has been falling year after year lower and lower, until it
seems as if it must eventually come almost to a vanishing point.
'vV e need scarcely say what sorrow, and in some cases dismay, this
has produced in many country homes. The sufferers are suffering
in silence, but their sufferings are none the less acute. One or
two efforts have been made to relieve this distress, but they have
not met with a very liberal response from the wealthy laity. This
may be partly owing- as was suggested by a wealthy layman who
<,lied lately-to the dislike of the laity to the unfaithfulness of some
of the clergy and to their disgraceful truckling to Romanism; on
this account the laity seem unwilling to contribute to any general
fund lest they should encourage such men; but where individual
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help can be rendered to faithful pastors--and there are thousands
of these in out-of-the-way places, quietly and .earnestly working for
their Master, although unnoticed by the -world~in this their special
time of need, that help will be highly appreciated. It may perhaps
be said that the revenues of the Church, which are large, ought
to be re-adjusted so as to meet and remove such need, but although
some plan for the accomplishment of this object may be devised'
and adopted in the future, at the present time it seems impracticable, because the tithe rent-charge was given or bequeathed for
the support of the clergy in direct connection with their several
parishes, and it would almost seem like confiscation and sacrilege
to divert it, contrary to the wish of the donors, from one parish
to another. That the matter is a very serious one may be inferred
from the fact that there are no less than 1,341 so-called" livings"
at the present time which are only worth £65 a-year, or under, 'and
this when the clergy are taxed more highly than any other class of
the community, and have exceptionally numerous calls upon them.
We know of several cases of very great and touching distress
arising from this cause.
THE venerable missionary, Dr. JOHN G. PATON, notwithstanding
his breakdown in ,health in consequence of his severe and prolonged
exertions in Canada, has again started on a long tour through Great
Britain and Ireland, holding meetings almost daily in ever-so-many
different places, and he hopes to finish up with a few final meetings in
the metropolis and its neighbourhood, and then to sail for the Pacific
in April.
Many persons who have been interested in him and his
wonderfully-successful work will thus have an opportunity of bidding
him farewell and shaking hands with him for the last time~or
rather laying their hands upon his~for his hands and arms were
made so sore, by the vigorous grips of the sturdy settlers of Canada,
that he is obliged to avoid handshaking for a time.

D. A. D.
MAY we learn to live in the daily antieipation of a visit from the
Angel of death, to waft us from all siu and sorrow here below, in the
purity and in the bliss of God Himself.~Hou;els.
" IMAGE of the invisible God." That is the Father, who, in His own
Person, dwells in light unapproachable, hath exhibited to us the
glorious properties of His nature in the Person of Bis Son.~
Be1'ridge.
FREE and sovereign grace can make the weakest bold, yea, the
faintest able to chase athous~nd; and many a dear martyr has,
gone calmly to the stake, and by their noble example Rhowed an
ungodly crowd that the Lord will ever keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Him, because he trusteth in Him. And,
what is it which buoys him up :under persecution, temptations and •
trials of this life, but by endeavouring to take all.calmly remembering
that all these things come to an end 1 (Psalm cxxiii.).....,...O., B .. -_.
.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
WI1'H the opening of a new century it is interesting and encouraging
to revert to the foundation of the Society in the earlier years of the
century that has passed away, and to note how closely it is identified
with that revival of spiritual life and Christian service of which
TOPLADY, BERRIDGE, ROMAINE, and WHITEFIELD were the heralds. On
August 12th, 1807, a few young people, members of Whitefield's
Tabernacle, Moorfields, adjourned, after the usual Wednesday evening
service, to the house of one of their number, and met in a room used
for a preparatory school. A prayer meeting having been held, the
Chairman urged the necessity of a society for assisting the Lord's aged
poor, at the same time suggesting the lines on which it might be
worked. The proposal was heartily taken up, and the same evening
the Ageu Pilgrims' Friend Society was instituted. Three pensioners
were on the books during the first year, and the pension list amounted
to £15 15s.
At the present time, 1,529 pensioners are in receipt of upwards of
£11,600 per annum. Truly this is a lesson not to despise" the day
of small things." The Committee rejoice that a society founded by
voung believers is to-day receiving the support of an increasing number
of young friends, who find in this service a means of grace to their own
I"ouls; thus to link the young and the aged together in the bonds
of Christian love and sympathy is an important feature in the
work.
The current is~e of the Qua1terly Record commences a new volume.
It contains three illustrations and a variety of interesting matter
bearing upon the Institution.
The noble offer of Mr. B. DENSHAU has been placed before every
annual subscriber of one guinea. The Committee have been enabled
partially to avail themselves of it, and are hoping that a sufficient
number of doubled annual subsc.dptions may yet be obtained, so
as to secure the entire sum of one thousand guineas munificently
promised.
THE PERSON OF CHRIST.
THE Person of Christ is. the Alpha and Omega of all Christianity.
Christ all-Christ, and nothing but Christ, is the gathering up of
the Bible in one sentence. The Person of Christ is the keynote of
heaven's most melodious music; the truest exponent of heaven; the
grandest expression of the love of God; the most glorious revelation
Precious and glorious Jesus! the loveliest
of the invisible God.
flower, heaven's best gift; the sweetest incarnation of love; the
sinner's only refuge, the dear believer's only comfort, the only
prescription for a guilty conscience; the only title to heaven; the
blessed hope of the faithful; the expectancy of the whole Israel of
God; the glorious inheritance of the saints; creation's Lord, Christ

Jesus-Selected.
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London: Robert Banks and Son. Translated
from the French. Price 4d.
THE statistics given in this pamphlet are really astonishing, The
author considers first the position of the Roman Catholic Church in
France, and then its position in other countries, namely, in Russia,
Germany, Switzerland, Holland, Sweden and Norway, England, the
United States, Canada, Peru, Mexico, Ecuador, Venezuela, Italy,
Austria, Greece, and Spain, and shows by quotations from official and
other authentic documents, &c" that the Romish Church is rapidly
declining, and losing its adherents in every land much faster than it
acquires them. For example, "Germany counted, in 1859, 20 millions
of Protestants and 23,150 [Roman] Catholics. In 1891 there were
31 millions of Protestants and 17,600 [Roman] Catholics: these,
from a majority they had, are now barely two-thirds of the
population." "In 1830, Holland, with 2,596,000 inhabitants, had
1,544,000 Protestants and 1,019,000 Catholics. In 1890, the
population being 4,511,000 inhabitants, there were 2,727,000 Protestants and 1,596,000 Catholics. In 60 years the increase of
the former has therefore been 1,200,000, or 80 per cent., and
that of the second 580,000, or 58 per cent. So that the
Catholics, who constituted in 1830 two-fifths of the population,
represented only ten years ago but one-third." "England is
one of those countries where the Catholic minority loses most
ground. The number of Catholics is reduced to-day to less than
1,500,000, drowned in the middle of 30,000,000 of inhabitants, and
we must add that of this number about 200,000 only are English,
100,000 are Italians, Germans, or French, and 1,100,000 are Irish
emigrants. So that if these last returned to their country, the Romish
religion would have nearly disappeared from the face of England.
The exactness of thesd figures is acknowledged by the Catholic clergy
themselves. Father MITCHELL, Curate of the Church of the Sacred
Heart at Westington, said in the pulpit, 'We are losing: and if things
continue as they now are, England will never become Catholic.
During the last forty years we have lost one million souls.' Father
POWELL, Curate of Berkley, said :-' Since the time of ELIZABETH, the
prospects of the Catholic Church have never appeared in such a sad
state as now. In reality, with 1,362,000 members, she has not gained,
but lost.' The Month, an English Catholic paper made the same
statement in these words :-' Some years ago we counted 1,362,000
Catholics; that was about one million less than we ought to have
had.' And that was only half· the fact, for the deficit in reality was
nearly two millions. Indeed, England has actually 1,911,000 Catholics
less than at the commencement of QUEEN VICTORIA'S rlJign." "In the
United States Catholicism is in a not less sad position than in
England. In a population of 62,220,000 inhabitants according to
the census of 1890, where on pain of a fine they were obliged to
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mention the particulars of their religion, they counted 7,198,OUORoman
Catholics, and 49,630,000 Protestants. Among these last there are about
20,000,000 Catholics who are converted to Protestantism. The paper called
the Witness, in giving these statistics, added that in 1841 the number
of Catholics constituted 28 per cent. of the population, and in 1891
it was only 14 per cent., that is to say, that in fifty years the
proportion had d~minished by one-half." This pamphlet is well worth
a careful perusal, and it may well encourage those who take a
pessimist view of the state of Protestantism. We may add, that any
profits which may accrue from its sale will be used for the support
of a priest who wishes to become an Evangelist.

Abra of Poictiers. A Story of the Days of St. Hilary. By M.
E. AlIEs. London: James Nisbet and Co. Price 3s. Gd.
A STORY written in an interesting style, interweaving the facts, and
giving quotations from the writings of an eminent Bishop of the
fourth century, namely, HILARY, Bishop of Poictiers. His house, and the
crypt where he and his family were interred, are still to be seen in
the town of Poictiers; and his writings are preserved in the British
Museum. He was canonised by the Church of Rome, and thus she
claims him as one of her "Saints"; but he had really no connection
whatever with her as she has been developed in the ages since he
lived, for his writings distinctly show that he never held the false
doctrines which she now holds and delights to promulgate; and hence
it may be noticed that in the copy of his writings which exists in
the British Museum, there are ever-so-many sentences erased with
black ink, and this is said to have been done by the Inquisitors in
the Middle Ages. For example, the following are some quotations from his
writings mentioned in this volume :-" The Word of Uod contains all
that the soul needs f01' its spiritual 1wu1'ishmerd. It is both the
lamp and the light, and this light of God must be applied to every
action of our life. It is, moreover, adapted to our intelligence,
and contains nothing unworthy of the majesty of God.
How
reverently, therefore, ought it to be preached and heard, and
what holy fear should accompany its meditation, since God
manifests the knowledge of Himself through the Scriptures,
and it is that Word of God which has instructed all those who
have alrelJ.dy entered into life. Therefore I declare that whoever
shall add anything to the teaching, or shall deduct anything from
the teaching of the Holy Scripture, let him be anathema. And by
this term, 'Holy Scripture,' is implied the Old and New Testament;
and regarding the Scriptures which compose the former, and which
are to be received as the Word of God, they are the following:[here follows a ,list of the Old Testament books exactly as we
now have them J. All othe1's beyond these inspi1'ed writings a1'e to, be
considered doub~ful, even including the Looks of J udith and Tobit."
"There is but one' Mediett01' between God and man." "God heareth
and answereth us' because of our need, not at the intercession of
angels," &c', "Faith justijieth, and faith only." "Baptism is but
the symbol9f 1.·i}ge~ration, the co~fession of the ne'Y birth; the-re is
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1iOthing in baptism apaTt from faith in (JJ~1'ist,and: -those who: come
to be baptized must first believe in the Son of G9d. He alone can
for,give sins, and faith in Him alone can fustify." " 'Lo, I am with·
you always, to the end of the ages.' In this promise, dear children,
'to the end of the ages,' He assures them that they will live
for ever, and that He will never depart from His believing people;
and in promising His presence to the end of the world, He does
not except one day in which He will not be with them. He had
already taught them to pray, 'Give us this day our daily bread;'
and this, beloved children, is God's daily will for us, that Christ
shall dwell in us, for He is the living bread of which the Apostle
says, 'Whosoever eateth unworthily acquireth to himself judgment.'
This means not, my children, mate1'ial food to be eaten materially, but
th~ spiritual food, nourishing the soul of the believer-the bread from
heaven; and as this prayer is daily prayed by God's children, the
answer is daily given." "He who is the Maker of the universe can
alone pardon our sins, and no one else, and this confession of sins
must be made to God only." Commenting upon the parable of the
wise and foolish virgins, the Bishop wrote :-" In these words it is
shown very clearly that just as the quantity of oil given to keep
the lamps burning was only sufficient for each one of the virgins,
so not one of 1LS can ever be helped by the works 01' by the merits of
a1wthm·." "True prayer is not from the lips, but from the heart.
The heart is the real place for prayer, therefmoe 1ce may pmy always
in whatever place we are, and yet none of us really know how to
pray as we ought; not even the blessed Paul, the great teacher of
the Gentiles, could teach us how to pray; but the Holy Spirit covers
our ignorance with His groanings which cannot be uttered; and even
those prayers which cannot be granted God hears. Prayer must
be always m(tde to God, for He heareth us not according to our
merit, but according to His tender loving-kindness towards us."
Here is no Popery, but clear declarations of Christian truth. No
tradition, or teaching of the Fathers of the Church· insisted upon,
no works as a means of justification, no baptismal regeneration, no
transubstantiation, no confession of sins to man, no intercession of
angels or of saints, no mediation of- or prayer to-the Virgin Mary
or others, no works of supererogation, or one man's merits
transferred to another; nothing of the kind; but the Holy
Scriptures described as the embodiment of Divine truth;
Christ mentioned as the only Mediator between God and man; justification declared to be by faith only; baptism a symbol, useless
unless it is connected with faith in Christ; God only having the
power to forgive sins; Christ's presence always-not in a consecrated
building, or in one particular part of it, or at certain ceremonies, but
-always with His people; Christ the living bread from heaven the
spiritual food of His people; true prayer indited by the Holy Spirit,
and only to be made to God. If all the "saints" and authorities of
the Romish Church taught such doctrines as these, there would be no
need of protest against their teaching; and how vast would have been the
difference in the influence a.nd work of the Church of Rome during the
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ages since Bishop, HILARY'S time! Instead of being a teacher of deadly
error, it would have been a teacher of light and truth; and instead of
being a pall of darkness, it would have been a bright and shining light,
which would have illuminated the nations of Europe, and scattered
blessings far and wide.
The author of this story has done good
service in writing and publishing it.

GOD'S COVENANT OF GRACE, AND ITS BLESSINGS.
GOD'S glorious Covenant of grace
Was made before the human race
Was into being called;
'Twas made between the Eternal
Three,
The everlaRting Trinity,
Before He made the world.

All now will" Abba, Father" cry,
A.nd sing His praise eternally,
Whoever may oppose;
He makes them willing 'by His
power,
And saves in each perplexing hour
From sin and all its woes.

'Twas made in all its parts complete,
With justice, truth, and love replete,
Embracing perfect law,;
Reflection of God's holy mind,
At once so just and yet so kind,
A deed without a flaw.

But was my name included there,
Where all the chosen people are,
What hope have I of heaven?
What token have I e'er received,
Have I in Jesus yet believed,
And are my sins forgiven?

It did a Saviour Christ embrace,
Who undertook sin to efface
By His most precious blood.
"'Tis finished," on the cross He
cried,
And yielding up His life-He died
For those it did include.

Redemption justifies each soul,
And God Himself proclaims them
'whole
Whom Jesus died to save;
He is exalted now to give
Repentance-and, to make them
live,
The Holy Spirit gave.
The Spirit works with power divine,
And gently dees each heart incline
To choose the ways of God;
Inspired by love, their steps are
bent
The way the suffering Jesus went,
A rough and thorny road.

Fairhaven, September 24th, 1900.

Dear Lord! I would to Thee refer,
For Thou alone dost grace confer,
Thyself with love bestow;
Till Thou shalt fill my soul with
love,
Bring every blessing from above,
I cannot let Thee go.

r
I

This precious Covenant of grace,
Throughout the remnant of my
days,
My ransom'd thought employs;
My God shall e'er delight therein,
It brings Him praise, removes my
sin,
And I in God rejoice.
And after death my soul shall
sing,
The Covenant mercy of my King,
For ever, ever more;
I'll worship Him in realms of
light,
Cloth'd in a garb of spotless
white,
Which Jesus did procure.
J. W. KEELING.

TIME is speeding, years are rolling away, eternity is nearing, but
with Jesus all is safe, certain, and unchanging.-Ge01·ge Cowell.
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