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THE HARMLESS ONE.
"For such a/b High P/'iest became ltS, who 'i~ holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepamte from sinners, and made higher than the heavens."
-HEBREWS viii. 26.
To the heart whose affections are, by grace, set on the Lord Jesus
Christ, one of tIJ..' most delightful occupations is the contemplation of
the various titles applied to Him in the Scriptures by God the Holy
Ghost. These titles are designed to set fOlth in ,endless variety the
perfections of His Person, the excellencies of His character, and the
fun~tions proper "to His' mediatorial and other offices.
Sometimes we
are. called upop to cOllsider' the greatness, majesty, and glory of the
Deity in the eternal Son of God. At other times, we are invited to
mark, with adoring-' gratitude, the reality of His' incarnation and the
identity of His h!~nlan character and experiences with our own, as He
is Son of Man.' " whatever aspect He is viewed He is "altogether
lovely," and t -,ost exalted' and glowing 'terms seem to fall' short
of His worthiness. At any rate, our powers of perception are too
limited to appreheLd in their fulness the unfoldings of His infinite
qualities of love, truth, mercy, grace, power, and greatness as the
Sa,iour of His believing people.
It well becomes us, dear fellow
believers, to "consider Him" in all the many-sided' presentations of
His God-Man natures and relationships with us.
There are some of these, huwever, which, because of their
unassuming and less prominent character, are apt to be but partially
studied: ,Among these is, perhaps, that phase of our adorable
Kinsman's lovely disposition-His "harmlessness "-embracing His
condescension, kindness, forbearance, and meekness, which so
eminently marked ITis dealings with sinful men when He lived and
served on earth.' He was always and everywhere One who could
F
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think and do no harm, no evil, no injustice. This was His uniform
disposition toward man-even man when found in an attitude of
rebellion, unbelief, and ignorance.
He could have compassion on
them that were out of the way. The term akakos (" harmless "),
applied to Him by the Holy Ghost in the passage above quoted,
implies simple-heartcd, and answers well to His own confession, "I am
meek a.nd lowly in heart" (Matt. xi. 29), and to the prophecy of
Zechariah, " He is just, and having salvation j lowly," etc. (Zec. ix. 9).
It is this attractive perfection in Jesus that disarms the coming
sinner's fears, and bids him be of good cheer. That exquisite spirit of
meekness encourages the faint-hearted to venture on His mercy, and
constrains the trembling finger of faith to touch expectantly the
fringe of His kingly garment. Virtue goes forth from Him freely and
effectively in all such cases!
When He trod this earth as the
" Servant" of Jehovah, lie exactly fulfilled the inspired description of
Him given by the prophet Isaiah, "He shall not cry, nor lift up,
nor cause His voice to be heard in the streets" (Isaiah xlii. 1-4). And
to-day, His gentleness and humility of mind are all they were of old.
The spiritually poor, and blind, miserable, and naked move the
bowels of His compassion, and when a broken-hearted sinner bows low
- at the foot of His throne, His gracious, forgiving assurance is to-day
what it was when in the days of His flesh the sin-stricken woman
stood affrighted before Him: "Neither do I condemn thee>: go, and
sin no more." The free grace, which has its origin in His infinite
heart, bursts forth in all its glory and freshness when the chief
of sinners--eonvinced and led by the Holy Ghost-cast themselves by
faith on His promises, confess feelingly to Him their guilt, and
reliantly plead His Gospel promises. So, too, when tempted belie,ers
"fall from their own steadfastness," and grievously sin against the
Lord they love, ~is tender pity draws them back again, with strong
crying and tears,and renews in their anguished souls a sense of His
changeless affection and sympathy-through faith in His once-s1wd
cleansing blood.
"Happy is it for us," as one has said, "that His
meekness and gentleness, like all the perfections of His character,
are unchangeable."
He took our nature, that He might learn
experimentally its weakness and infirmities; that He might be
touched with tIle feeling of our infirmities, when He had in all points.
been tempted like as we are, though without sin, that He might be a
merciful, as well as faithful, High Priest, in things pertaining to God;
nnd gives us the assurance how ready He is to bear with our ignorance,>
}1ity our weakness, sympathise with our fears, forbear long with our
nc~d1ess and unbelieving anxieties, pardon our guilt, and, with
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unchangeable loving-kindness, preserve us through all, unto the end.
The Almighty Jesus is the meek and compassionate Saviour; the
Lion, of the Tribe of Judah, is, to His peoIJle, the Lamb in the midst
of the throne. Let, then, the doubting, f~arful mind be encouraged.
So gracious a Redeemer will surely do us no harm, though, through
our ignorance and unbelief, or the weakness of our faith, many of
His dealings may seem to bear such an appearance; but faith assnres
us, that He is too wise to err, and too good to do anything amiss.
The light of the heavenly world will soon discover that the darkest
of His ways are directed by the same infinite wisdom, compassion, and
love as devised the salvation of His people. Our highest wisdom is
to obey and trust Him in all; to follow Him wherever His Word or His
Providence lead us.: for though t)le path be dark and gloomy at
the present it will lead to light and glory.
That immutable characteristic of hm·mlessness gives:-assurance
.to all believers, e,en under the most adverse circumstances, that
they need "fear 110 evil" at the hands of their adorable Lord and
Master. In His most gracious and wise hands are the issues of their
lives in things alike spiritual and providential, temporal and eternal,
small or great. His chastisements and rebukes do the souls of His
dear ones "no harm." He Himself being "harmless," His counsels
and plans, His thoughts and ways, His shinings and hidings are
altogether ordered" for good," and they that truly trust in Him shall
prove His "will" to be "good, and acceptable, and perfect" (Rom.
xii. 2). The combination of gentleness and IJ01Ver in the Lord Jesus
is most blessed! While the heart wherewith He loves His own
that are in the world is infinitely tender, the hand which by
promise is engaged to hold them fast unto the end is omnipotent.
He who gathei's the lambs in His bosom can absolutely assert, "Neither
shall anyone pluck them out of My hand." He of whom· it has
been declared that in His forbearance and mindfulness He will not
"break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax," will, for
the sake of such, "bring forth judgment unto victory," and reveal
their righteousness as the noon day. When the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon Him by the Father He descended, not as an eagle
descends-swoopingl)', violently-but hoveringly, gently, " as a dove."
That heavenly baptism was symbolic of His nature, His mission, His
offices, in behalf of those whom the Father had entrusted to His
mediatorialhands to redeem, to quicken; to call, to keep, and,
finally, to present faultless before the majesty and the glory of tIle
See, dear Christian reader, in the figurative
Triune Jehovah:
language of the Bihle-and while you see, admire, and adore'-:'how
F
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beautifully this element of harmlessness and· gentleness in the Lord
Jesus is set forth. "I will be as the dew unto Israel" (Hosea xiv. 6).
"He shall come down as the 1'ain upon the mown grass [to cause it
again to spring up], as showers that water the earth" (Psalm lxxii.
6).
Silently, but potently, Christ nourishes and cherishes the work
of grace in meek and lowly saints; and these are they who approach
most closely to His own likeness, drink most deeply into His spirit,
and partake of His mind. Oh, brethren, let us " covet earnestly" this
most excellent gift of " harmlessness," that we may grow up into Him
who is our living and life-giving Head. A proud, self-sufficient mind
ill-becomes us who are the recipients of a salvation which is absolutely
"of grace."
"By nature" children of wrath, even as others, what
have we of spiritual blessing that we have not "received" 1 And
if we have "received" it, how dare we glory in our wretched, hellRather, let our daily lives show forth the
deserving selves 1
" praises" of Him who, in loving grace, chose us, covenanted for us,
put away our black guilt, quickened us, called us, sealed us, and
is ceaselessly preserving us unto His heavenly kingdom! One of the
most touching and powerful of all the appeals made to believers in
the New Testament is that which Paul addressed to the
Corinthians, "I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ."
THE EDITOR.

SORROW TURNED INTO JOY.
I'VE found a joy in sorrow, a secret balm for pain,
A beautiful to-morrow of sunshine after rain;
I've found a branch of healing near every bitter spring,
A whispered promise stealing o'er every broken string.
I've found a. glad hosannah for every' woe and' wail,
A handful of sweet manna when grapes of Eshcol fail;
I've found a Rock of Ages when desert wells are dry ;
And after weary stages, I've found an Elim nighAn Elim with its coolness, its fountains, and its shade,
A blessing in its fulness, when buds of promise fade;
O'er tears of soft contrition I've seen a rainbow light,
A glory and fruition, so near I-yet out of sight.
:My Saviour, Thee possessing, I have the joy, the balm,
The healing and the blessing, the sunshine and the psalm;
The promise for the faithful, the· Elim for the faint,
The rainbo,,' for the tearful, the glory for the saint.
HE who smarts not for sin on earth will eternally. smart for it in

hell.-Mason.
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THE TRUE UNITY.
"That they all may be one, as Than, Fathe/, w·t in Me and I in
Thee; that. they also may. be one in Us; that the UJorld may believe·
that Thmt hast sent Me."-JoHN xvii. 21.
THESE petitions of the Lord Jesus, offered to the Father only a few' :
hours before the final scene in Gethsemane and on the Cross, are
rich in instruction and consolation for His believing people. May
the Holy Spirit, dear fellow pilgrims, open them up for us and apply
their preciousness to our hearts, so that our adorable Redeemer may
see in us the reward of His travail. It is due to Him that He
should "be satisfied" with the purchase of His blood. And this is
the subjective work of the Holy Ghost.
"He shall glod~y Me,"
was the declaration of Jesus to His disciples when teae1J:ng- them
how their knowledge should be increased after His dcpal'ture. It is
very touching to note the deep concern of our Lord in the future
of His blood-purchased Church on earth.
The wonderful prayer from which the pasage at the head of these
" Notes" is taken shows us how, even in the hour of His soul-agony,
His mind was occupied with the condition of His believing ones in the
far-extending ages yet· to come. "Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them. also. who shall believe on Me through their word." His
omniscient eye could at a glance take in each individual member
of the vast family His Father had entrusted into His mediatorial
hands to redeem and save! And for each He definitely prayed. Nor
let us forget that all He asked for His elect ones was right, and
according, to the Father's will. Not one of His petitions could be
offered in vain.
Yet, alas, men and Churches to-day are teaching that the Great
Intercessor's requests have not been answered!
They tell us that
until "Christendom" be united, this prayer of the Surety of the
Everlasting Covenant will continue to be held in abeyance! But they
confound two things which essentially differ.
They speak of
"Christendom," whereas Jesus spoke of His elect-{)f those wholll.
the Father had given Him.
Christendom, even if ecclesiastically
But the Body
united, would continue to be a leavened lump!
Mystical of Christ, composed of grace-saved sinners gathered by the
Holy Ghost "out of" all nations, is. an unleavened loaf. As saith
the Apostle Paul, "For we, being many, are one bread [loaf] and
one body" (1 Cor. x. 17). Ecclesiastical union between the countless
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Churches-Anglican, Roman, Greek, Coptic, Armenian, Presbyterian,
WesIeyan, Unitarian, Baptist, Independent, and the rest-based on
some inconceivable cOllcordat, is a day-dream of men who know
nothing of the holy, spiritual, divine oneness which, in answer to the
High-Priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus, already subsists throughout the
mystical body of Christ, "the whole family in heaven and earth."
All the elect are loved of the Eternal Three with one love. All have
been equally covenanted for by Christ. .All have been redeemed with
the same blood. The sins of all--and all tile sins of all-have been
atoned for by oue sacrifice. All have been-or in due time will bequickened by the one Spirit.
.All are partakers of the same
justification. _.ul are alike heirs of faith. .All are branches in the one
Vine. All are in vital union with the same risen, ascended, and
reigning Lord. All are kept by the power of God unto salvationready to be revealed.
All are robed in the one imputed
righteollsness-for it is "u.nto all and upon all them that believe."
All are called to wait for the SOIl of God from heaven, being ind"elt
by the one Spirit, and by Him taught and led and sanctified. All,
too, on the morning of the glorious resurrection, "ill wake up in the
perfect likeness of the One Great Head of the one Church.. Thus,
the prayer of Christ that, in all ages, His elect people should be
experimentally and spiritually united into one body has been, is
still being, and to the end of this dispensation will continue to be,
answered and fulfilled! The Scriptural denominations with which the
individual members of Christ's one mystical body are identified in
no way affect their vital interest in their Redeemer's once-offered
petition, "That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me,
and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us." That oneness is no
such visible quality as many of our modern interpreters of Holy
Scripture would fain have us believe. For, not until they can explain
the nature of the union between God the Father and God the Son,
will they be able to define the mystical union subsisting between the
saints and God, "That they also may be one in Us"!
How
beautifully illustrated is this truth of union by the Spirit in the
Word! Sometimes it is represented by a vine-one vine; at others,
by a family-one family; or, by a flock-one flock; or, by a body-one
boc.y; or, by a temple-one temple. The vitality of the union between
all believers is found in their common union-of life-with Christ, the
risen and glorifieJ Head.
Note, beloved, how believers are
described-As "in Christ" (Rom. xvi. 7, 2 Cor. v. 17, xii. 2); partakers of Christ (Heb. iil. 6); married to Christ (Rom. vii. 4); joined
to Christ (1 Cor. vi. 17); growing up into Christ (Eph. iv. 15);
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abiding in Christ (.John xv. 6); brethren in the Lord (Phil. i. 24). So
Christ is said to be in them (Eph. iii. 17, Col. i. 27, Gal. iv. 19). As
a writer has forcibly pointed out: "The intimate and indissoluble
union of believers with Christ is the golden band which runs through
every part of the believer's life." Thus," dead with Him" to the
law, the world, and sin (Rom. vi. 8), they are" crucified with" Him
(Gal. ii. 20); "buried with" Him (Rom. vi. 4); " quickened together"
with Him (Eph. ii. 5); "planted together" with Him (Rom. vi. 5);
"' raised together" (Eph. ii. 5); "£itly framed" together (Eph. ii. 21);
made to "sit together" in heavenly places (Eph. ii. 5); "suffering"
with Him (Rom. viii. 17, Phil. iii. 10); they "live" with Him
(Gal. ii. 20); they are "complete" in Him (Col. ii. 20); and shall
for ever" reign" with Rim in His glorious kingdom (2 Tim. ii. 12,
Rom. vi. 8, chap. viii. 17). "He that is joined to the Lord is
one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). "He that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one "-Father, and nature, and family (Heb. ii. 11).
The existence in the world of this heavenly people keeps the worl''''
from utter corruption. Yet how ignorant are the princes of thiR
world of their indebtedness! "Therefore the world knoweth us :c.ot.
because it knew Him not" (1 John iii. 1). Nevertheless, the poten',
influence on the affairs of nations exercised by the living Church 01
the living God IS a fact which statesmen cannot safely
ignore. Nineteen hundred years of Christian teaching and preaching
have wrought such a revolution among ,the nations that the Gospel
can only be interpreted as a revelation direct from the Most High.
Explain it as they like, " This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations: and then 'shall the end
come" (Matt. xxiv. 14). Such is the royal fiat of God the Son, unto
whom the kingdoms of the earth belong. And He has, since the day
of His ascension, been compelling the world and its rulers-however
unwillingly and informally-to acknowledge His sceptre and
sovereignty.
The heathen state of Japan furnishes the latest political example
of surrender to the potent rule of the King of kings.
Apart
altogether from the spiritual claims of the Gospel, the idolatrous,
but astute statesmen of Japan have recognised the wisdom of forbidding the persecution of Christians, as practised of old, and of
giving free course to the missionaries of Christ in their holy work.
Thus, then, we rejoice in seeing that the prayer of our Lord and
Saviour, both as regards the Church and the world, IS receiving a
glorious fulfilment. "All Israel shall be saved I"
a~~
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HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 7"

"Consider the work of God."-EcCLESIA8TE8 vii. 13.

IN pursuing our meditation on the work of Ood before we pass
on from the creatioll of trees, a line of thought has been induced by
two books put into -our hands on the Second Coming of our Lord
Jesus. Christ, which, though it may be a. little divergent, is not
altogether foreign to our subject, and may lead others to search for
themselves, pleading the promise, "The meek will He guide in
judgment, and the meek will He teach His way." As far as the
pre-millenial coming of our Lord is concerned, such a multitude of
testimony up and down the Scriptures confirms it, that we have
no question about it; but when the writers assert that only the
members of the New Testament Church, formed at Pentecost, with
those believers raised from the dead at the voice of the archangel,
simultaneously with the living saints "caught up to meet the Lord
in the air," will constitute the Bride of Christ, the heavenly Bridegroom, we are staggered, and begin to search into -the truth of His
Word concerning the restored Israel, who, nationally, abide in
unbelief till His appearing.
"When the Lord shall build up Zion,
He shall appear in His glory" (Psalm cii. 16). An~ as He told
the nation when they rejected Him, "Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate; for I say unto you, Ye sha~l' not see ,:Me henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord" (Matt. xxiii. 28, 29). We know this has not yet come to
pass, but even now there is a sacred remnant, according to the
election of grace, who, believing in the Lord Jesus as their true
Messiah, become incorporated with us, and are called Christians. It is
true the Apostle seems to raise a distinction when he speaks of the
Jew, or the Gentile, or the Church of God, but he evidently alludes
to the two former in their umegenerated state, for he charges the
saints at Corinth to "give none offence in anything," neither in meat
or drink especially (1 Cor. x. 31).
There is abundance of prophetic description of the glory of Israel
in the latter days, when "the fulness of the Gentile be come in,"
which has respect fLlso spiritually to Israelites indeed, wrestlers
with God; but that it also pertains essentially to the natural seed
of Abraham is evident from the express words made us of, "And so
all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out
of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from J acob.
For this is My Covenant with them, when I shall take away
their sins.
As concerning the .Gospel they are enemies for your
sakes [till the Gentile be brought in], but as touching the election,
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes" (Rom. xi. 26, 28).
The
words are too explicit to be explained away! But if the glory be
that of the Millennial reign of Christ only, and if they never constitute
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a part of that company, which is the Bride of the Lamb, their
position would. be far inferior to that of the weakest believer of
this dispensation. The question is a perplexing one. There is no
other way than to apply to the Interpreter, pleading the promise,
"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He shall guide you into
all truth. He shall teach you all things" j and thus we are led back
to consider the work of God in the creation of the olive tree, and
what is written of it in Romans xi., where the Apostle by the Spirit
addresses us Gentiles, "And if some of the branches bt broken off,
and tho'u, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them; and
with them partakest of the root and fatness or the olive tree"
(words which were once applied personally, with power, to settle
the question of the Anglo-Israel theory) j "boast not against the
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the
root thee.
:# Well j because of unbelief they were broken off,
and thou standest by faith.
And. they also, if they abide
not in unbelief, shall be graffed in j for God is able to graff .them
in again.
For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which
is wild. by nature,and were graffed contrary, to nature into a
good olive tree, how much more shall these, which be the natur-tl
branches, be graffed into their own olive tree 1" From whij)h it is
evident that one Root sustains the whole branches: the Jew before
his branches, were broken off, Gentiles graffed in j and the Jew, when
they no longer abide in unbelief, graffed in again j but all one
olive tree, not separated. The Church of God is one in Christ .Jeslls
from Abel, it includes all believers, till the final consummation "f all
things jand "the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was n:lt
made known as it is now revealed by the Spirit, that the Gentiles
should be fellow heirs and of the same body [not a distinct one] and
lJartakers of His promise by the Gospel" (Eph. iii. 4-6).
As we
.have been taught, all loved with the same everlasting love j all
redeemed by the same precious blood j all regenerated by the same
Spirit j clothed in the same justifying righteousness j all partakers
of the same anointing, brought within the bond of the same
Covenant and fellow-members of the mystic body of Christ, will
finally be "glorified together." Dispensational truth does not affect
the unity of the body of Christ!
"He gave some prophets, some
apostles, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers." Differences
of administration, by which some are drawn with the cords of
love or constrained by power, sunk in sin or outwardly moral. " Till
we all come, in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ." One bride, foreshadowed in Eve, who is
the mother of all the living, and was brought to Adam, though
created in him!
We bless God for the teaching of the olive tree, "whose seed was
in itself after his kind."
Does not "created in Christ Jesus"
exactly fit in spiritual analogy that His seed was thus in Him "from
the beginning" 1 and with the omniscience of His divine nature, when
He hung upon the cross, He saw them all! "When thou shalt. make
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his soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong
His days "--·in "the generation of them that seek Him."
It is worthy to notice that after the Fall the olive tree is the
very first tree mentioned; a significant type of the Lord Jesus Christ
in resurrection; the first fruits of the deluge of Divine wrath against
sin; the very first to emerge from the universal death.
The dove
had failed to find a branch whereon to rest the sole of her foot
when Noah sent her forth; but the second time when she returned
to him, "Lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off."
Is she
not a type of the heavenly Dove, the Holy Spirit, and also of
those "born of the Spirit," as a dove is offspring of a dove 1 Thus
He conveyed by means of a clean living creature tidings to those
in the Ark, of resurrection life, and Divine wrath spent and assuaged
(thus did Mary Magdalene earring the .first tidings of Jesus rising
from the dead to the eleven Apostles), and that their ultimate going
forth was thereby assured.
The olive tree yields out by being
bruised, therefore 'sets forth most forcibly Him who "was bruised
for our transgressions in Gethsemane, the olive press, that from
Him might flow out to all His people the Holy anointing; or, as
the Apostle John e~presses it, "Ye have an unction from the Holy
One.
and the anointing which ye have received abideth in
you" (1 John .. 20-27). So Hart writes" Gethsemane, the Olive press,
And why so called let Christians guess;
Fit name! fit place, where Vengeance strove
And griped and grappled hard with love."

As we "consider the work of God" we marvel again, as we find
there an answer to every difficulty, .and are strengthened in the
.conviction by what is said in Romans xi: about the oli,e tree, that
"My dove, my undefiled, is but one" (Sol. Song iv. 9), "One fold
under one Shepherd."
One" holy city, new Jerusalem, coming dow!.l
from God out of heaven, prepared as a Bride, adorned. for h"r
husband, having twelve gates, and names written thereon, wbi.·h HTC
the names of the twelve tribes of thc children of Israel; anJ twelve
foundations, and in them the names of the twelve Apostles of the
Lamb (all Jews), and the nations of them which are sa,ed shall walk
in the light of it."
All this the beloved Apostle John saw after
the final judgment of the wicked, when "the first heaven and first
earth were passed away and there was no more sea." It is conclusive
as to the perfect unity of the redeemed, the Perfect Man, the Second
Adam, the Lord from heaven and His perfected Bride!
o unctuous olive tree! what" rivers of oil" have flowed from Thy
bruising, and still increase! Thou hast the pre-eminence for fatness
amongst the trees of lofty stature, as the vine has amidst the
fruit-bearing trees for "wine that cheereth God and man." Grant us
ever increasing "measures of oil," run the oil of gladness with which
Thou wast anointed; then our religion, not being gloomy, will
attract others, while we sit at Thy feet for teaching, where the oil
from the Head Hows copiously down. "The trees of the Lord are
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full of ~ap" (Psalm civ. 16). "Trees of His right hand planting"
are "rooted and -grounded in love," and like the willows by the
water-courses, drink deeply, and thus derive their sap, so as to
become not only a shade for weary travellers, but by their very
position point out the winding stream to the thirsty ones who seek
There is a volume of truth embodied in every
refreshing waters.
line of this divinely concise account of the Creator's handiwork.
Instead of seeking to detract from the omnipotence of it by lengthening
the period beyond twenty-four hours, explaining away its majestic
simplicity, or deny it altogether, as is the fashion of these perilous
times with learned ignoramuses, the humble believer rises up from the
study of only a fragment of it, exclaiming with the Queen of Sheba,
when she saw the wisdom of Solomon, "The half was not told me."
Hitherto thue was light, separating from darkness, and life in
the vegetable kingdom, which could not exist without light; as yet
there were no lights. As the work of God is progressive in nature,
so in grace: "God who commanded the light to shine out of dark·
ness, hath shined in our hearts" [His primary work made manifest
the darkness, then He goes on] "to give the light of the knowledge
The Sun of
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
uncreated glory arises to reveal the Father, and show that "God
is Love." Thus on the fourth day God created great lights, the
sun to rule the day, the lesser light to rule the night. He made
the stars also, and declared His design, "Let them be for signs
and for seasons, and for days and years." Naturally they fulfil this
Divine purpose. The sun in the firmament is a conspicuous sign
of the Sun of righteousness, in His light-giving, warming, fructifying
beams, and know a spring season in the soul when His proximity
causes a budding forth of faith, hope, and love, which His continued
nearness ripens. into pleasant fruits; yet the stripping season and
icy coldness will follow-times of His withdrawal, as Rutherford
expresses it" But flowers need night's cool darkness,
The moonlight and the dew;
So Christ, from one who loved it,
His presence oft withdrew.
Oh, then for cause of absence,
My troubled soul I scann'd,
But glory shadeless shineth
In Immanuel's land."

We look fol' the sign of the Son of Man after the great
tribulation, that the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars of heaven shall fall. Until that solemn
day Omnipotence controls their regular course!
How reverently
and admiringly does the royal Psalmist speak of this work of God:
"The heavens declare the glory of God, the firmament showeth His
handiwork [not a word about evolutionJ.
In them hath He
set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race."
We
are quite content, as a little child, to receive the Maker's own
testimony about the movements of the heavenly orbs, and to believe
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that the sun in the heavens comes for'th as a bridegroom out of the
chamber (of darkness), and moves in the manner iildicated.
" His
going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the
ends of it, and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof."
And
wherein the theory of the most astute astronomer differs from thi!l
divine assertion, "Let God be true," even though the most learned
and far-seeing of men be mistaken. The maker of a clock knows
more about its movements than we who tell the time by it, and no
une would think of disputing with him about its mechanism! Mark
the words, "His circuit!"
One thing is certain, the analogy of
spiritual things calls for harmony with God's statement in the world
of nature. The Bridegroom of our souls "goeth forth" to seek His
.Bride; not she first seeking after Him, but by the all-attractive
power of His beams, His love manifested, is drawn to Him by
irresistible grace. It is worth while to notice the many portions of
the Holy Scriptures where His circuit is described. "The sun ariseth
and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place whence he arose"
(Eccles. i. 5), while it describes with inspired accuracy the natural
sunrise a,nd sunset, involves the blessed ,fact of the Sun of righteousness visiting our world; the great Sunset when He gave up the
ghost on the cross of Calvary, to rise again on the third day, and
after forty days "hasted to His place whence He arose"; ascended
up into heaven amid the acclamations of the celestial throng, "Lift
up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting d00rs,
and the King of golory shall come in." Except we receive the Godgiven details of His creation work and His account of the miracle of
Joshua, we are reduced to the dilemma of Higher Criti0ism, that
it is not inspired, and come unde'r the condemnation of those who
"believe not and make God a liar" (1 John v. 10), for' He hath
declared, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God," and "holy
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost "'; therefore
Joshua spake by the Spirit, who" searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God," and kno1Veth the movements of the sun, therefore
bade him say, "Sun, stand thou still I" so "the sun stood still, and
hasted not to go down about a whole day I" Concerning inspiration,
we know it is di'uine by experimental proof; nor' ha,e we any
hesitation as regards the miracle, "For life itself is one long
miracle of love."
That no human power or devils can make us
doubt. Is it not so, beloved readers 1 "He that hath received His
testimony hath set to his seal, that God is true." "Unto you that
fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in
His wings; and ye shall go fOlth and grow up as calves of the
stall."
Already it has had its fulfilment in your souls going forth
from a death in sin to a life of righteouness, and we look for
its full accomplishment on "the morning without clouds"; that shall
be followed by 1MJ 81J,nset" when the dead, sleeping saints shall spring
out of the earth by clear shining, and the living saints "caught up"
to meet the Lord in the air-when there will be no more moon
and stars, for they will be lost in the effulgent brightness of the
all-glorious Sun 1
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Meantime, God created the moon and the stars to rule by night,
and He new creates His people to be the Church, "fair as the
moon," shining in the light derived from the Sun.
Take heed,
Christians, that ye be Christ-reflectors, guiding wanderers thrllugh the
darkness of night to the city 'of habitation, and many a frail bark
to the haven of rest! He made the stars also, and He holds in His
right hand those whom He hath ordained (and that is perfect
ordination) to turn many to righteousness, who shall shine as the stars
for ever 'and ever! The ministers of our God, His ambassadors, are
not" wandering stars," striking out an orbit of their own,but they
" abide in ·the doctrine of Christ,'" and their sphere is clearly marked
out in "the oracles of God." Let us not be so very solicitous to
shine brilliantly as stars of the first magnitude, 'but content if
thousands of us clustered together, compose one milky way, as the
Hev. Henry llarne once remarked when he conducted the Bible
reading at Clifton Conference, 1884, and thus amidst "ilO great a
cloud of witnesses" many a benighted soul may find the narrow way
that leadeth to life!
:VfARY.
Leicester.
"WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN 1"
HAS glorious Gabriel, who announced golad tidings
To favoured Mary, brought the tidings dread?
Has that bright one appeared with awful anguish,
And groaned the words, "Th' eterna.l God is dead"?
Or hath the Chu.ngeless changed since days of Moses,
When His great wonders won Him great renown?
Has His" right hand" lost strength or skill celestial?
Nay; surely nay; then" Why art thou cast down? "
Can not the God who once delivered Israel
From Pharaoh's hand deliver thee to-day?
Can He not \l3>ve thee out of all thy troubles,
Which slowly wear thy mOl·tailife away?
Oh, can not He who opened heavenly garners
And scattered ,. angels' food" on earthly wildWho fed a nation like the stars for number,
Supply the needs of one poor pilgrim child?
And can not He who led His chosen people
By cloud and fire" direct thy paths" aright?
Can He not guide t.hee well in every matter
By His own Word, and His own Spirit's light?
"Open thy mouth "-pour out strong supplications
To Him who pours out blessings fair and free,
And He will open heaven's eternal Windows,
And" do abundantly" indeed for thee.
ISA.
HERE is the essential difference between a publican and a Pharisee:
In the former, sin reigns outwardly in the life; in the latter, pride
rules inwardly in the heart.-.Ma8on.
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WELLSPRINGS.
"For I am the Lorel that healeth thee."-ExoDus xv. 26.
JEHOVAH'S promise to the children of Israel, encompassing the wilderness after their passage through the Red Sea, was: "If thou wilt
diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that
which is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and
keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee~
which I have brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord that
healeth thee." Alfts, Israel, all thy deliverances, wilderness mercies, and
innumerable blessings, prove thee but wandering, treacherous, rebellious, unbelieving Israel still, and but call from the heart of God
that solemn exclamation, "0 Isracl, thou has destroyed thyself."
" But" (oh, how brightly shine God's conjunctions in His Word of
mingled mercy, patient forbearance, and gracious deliverance!) "but
[nevertheless] in ffI e is thine help." Destroyed herself; wandered out
of the way, departed from her God, "forsaken the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
no water," was Israel's history; so that of His people their God
declared, "From the sole of the foot, even unto the head, there is
no soundness in it, but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores;
for they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with
ointment."
And literally is this shown forth throughout the Holy
Scriptures, in the various forms of disease with which creation was
marred after the fall of our first parents. Suffering then became tlw'
outcome of sin; work took the place of uninterrupted rest; strife
broke in upon the peace of Paradise; and from God's garden, so
beautiful and fair to look upon, man was driven, a fugitive and
vagabond, to till the ground whence he came, and work by the
sweat of his brow. "No sottndness in thee." Diseased" from the
sole of the foot even unto the head." This to prove in themselves,.
and to cause them to seek a remedy out, away, apart from themselves. God must provide Himself a remedy, and this He doe~
righteously (Isaiah lx:iii.. 5), rel!ardingly (Luke i. 48), readily (Isaiah
xxxviii. 20), and right royally (Isaiah lxix. 16).
"In Me is thine help." "Fo?' I am the Lord that healeth
thee."
Instances from the New Testament alone would suffice us.
in this. brief paper to show how the "no soundness in thee" is met
with the perfect healing touch of Jesus the Great Physician.
" A fulness resides in Jesus our Head.
And ever abides to answer our need;
The Father's good pleasure has laid up in store
A plentiful treasure to gh-e to the poor."

How He proved Himself ready for every emergency, Jehovah-Rophi
to those poor diseased folk who resorted, or were brought unto Him r
Some would have His healing touch, others to, "speak the word
only"; another content but to "touch the hem of His gar~lent";
others to be brought into the place where Jesus was, to receIve but
His look of loving pity and accompanying power for their restoration;.
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but all as they came under Ris gracious sway to - prove Rim
Jehovah-Rophi. Is it the head that is diseased, as in the case of
the lunatic son 1 " Bring him hither to ~fe," says the Great Physician,
"and the child was cured from that very hour" (Matt. xvii. 18).
Ras there been but one blind Bartemeus, whose sightless eye-balls
would fain have followed Jesus in the way, and at whose command
and enabling could rise from the wayside, cast aside his garment,
and come unto Rim and call Rim Lord 1 Nay, many an one with
diseased eyes has proved Rim-if not in a bodily, how far higher
in a spiritual sense-Jehovah-Rophi!
It was this same Jesus, who
could speak the healing word Ephphatha, in the sealed-up ear (Mark
vii. 34), who could cast out the dumb spirit in the man and cause
him to speak (Matt. ix. 32), who could restore the withered hand,
"whole as the other" (Luke vi. 10), who could straighten the poor
bent frame of that daughter in Israel, whilst " all the people rejoiced
for all the glorious things that were done by Rim" (Luke xiii. 17).:
yea, who of Ris own miracles of healing could declare, "Go and show
John again these things which ye do, hear, and see; the blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel
preached to them; and blessed is he whosoever shall not, be offended:
in Me" (Matt. xi. 4-6).
Such instances literalise the words of Isaiah i. 6, which we have
before quoted-no soundness in us from head to foot; whilst they'
intensify also the wondrous contrast in Jesus our Read-our Perfect
Man-our Beloved--whose description is given in the Church's,
sublime song of Rim, (Sol. Song v. 9-16), wherein, as words fail her
to express all Ris love and loveliness, she sums Rim up, "Yea, Re
is altogether lovely."
Thus our great Physician, our divine Alchemist, our gracious
Restorer, meets every emergency and contingency iri Ris children.
Re knows just when and how to put forth the royal touch of power
and healing-how and when to turn the bitter into sweet-and how
and when the tested and tried gold may be restored from its:
crucible testing and sifting to the vessel shaped and meet for the
Master's use. Row condescendingly gracious for the Roly Spirit to
leave upon record those words which have so often proved a pillow
of satisfying rest to many a weary invalid, "Re will make all his
bed in his sickness." The Rebrew expresses it, "He will turn all
his bed in his sickness"; and how often has the suffering child of
God proved this in gracious experience, and, in a weary period of
prostration and suffering, sweetly known what it was to have the
tired head pillowed upon the almighty arms of omnipotent Strength.
Thus has that child of God known how the Lord haB turned all
his bed in his sickness, and proved how the affliction has been turned
into blessing, the pain into peace, the sorrow into jlly, disease
into health, death into life. Yes, Jehovah cares so infinitely for the
suffering chamber of any of Ris family, that "He will turn all his
bed in his sickness," and pillow the weary head upon His loving
breast; put the arms of omnipotent strength about him, and give
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His beloved in sleeping, for by-and-bye, in dissolution. when the last
enemy is doing his dealiest, knowiilg it is' his last stroke of power,
Jesus proves Himself more than conqueror to the dying saint,
making a dying bed" Feel soft as downy pillows are,
Whilst on His breast I lean my head,
And sweetly breath my soul out there."

And Jehovah-Rophi is held as dear to the heart then as in any
other former 'act of bodily healing. The tree of life which stands in
the midst of the heavenly Jerusalem for the healing of the nations
is already seen, and the eyes fast glazing in death are clear in
heavenly vision, already beholding that land where" the inhabitants
shall no more say, I am sick" j to that bright, immortal life "\I,hich
disease and death can never touch, where sorrow and sighing call
never alloy, since ,( the former things are passed away." "I am the
resurrection and the life j he that believeth in Me shall never die."
Oh, it was a wondrous stoop, that He, the God Man, should take
sin upon Him, that He might present us in Himself" without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing." "Perfect through :My comeliness that I
have put upon thee." It is the only thing in which Jesus differed
from His brethren when He took upon Him "the form of a
servant," that holy, harmless, undefiled One, separate from sinners.
He was exempt from disease j and 'Why?
Because disease is the
outcome of sin, and with that the undefiled One had nothing tt)
do. Yet taking sin upon Him (mark, not in Him), He could thus
declare Himself Jehovah-Hophi for His people's sickness, as it is
.written, "Himself bare our sicknesses, and carried our sorrows."
J list
Beloved! look to your living; raised, and ever-living One.
as the children of Israel looked off from themselves and their
loathsome condition to the serpent upon the pole (and 'WLosoenr
looked, lived), so let His children look off from their own de3.dliness
and loathsomeness of sin unto the crucified, risen, and hl"ing Lord.
who says, "Because I live, ye shall lh-e also." Daily thus 'We prove
in a variety of ways, bodily and spiritually, how true He is to
His own word, "I am the Lord that healeth thee."
" Jesus is a wise Physician,
Skilful and exceeding kind;
Through Him, sinners find remission,
And enjoy sweet peace of mind,

~foved with tenderest ~ompassion,
He relieves the wounded heart;
And the richest consolation
His blest Spirit doth impart."

"

Thus much had been written, when the pen had to be temporarily
laid down, and the writer was once more to be reminded of the
tenderness of Him « who remerhbereth we are but dust."
" No chance has brought this ill to me,
'Tis God's sweet will, so let it be ;
He seeth what we cannot see,"

sang the heart in God-given acquiescence to this resting-time. Then
came the thought, that the throat had not been spoken of in the
foregoing instances, and it was from a disease of that member that
the present suffering was caused. Swiftly came back an experience

"
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of the week before, when a word unadvisably spoken had sent me
to my knees in sorrow and contrition of heart. Oh, how Psalm xvii.
3, gently admonished me as I claimed fresh pardon and forgiveness!
Thus the lesson reaped was wholesome and profitable, " I am purposed
that my mouth shall not transgress." Solemnly came the words,
"For every idle word shall man give an account."
The man whose
throat is as "an open sepulchre," who belch out words against the
Most High, whose words are lying, deceit, and hypocrisy. " Their
throat is an open sepulchre."
Awful picture! dead words issuing
from a still deadlier source, and, as dead, return thither again,
rewarded by death into their own bosom. And what of you and me,
beloved, in whose every thought, word, and action is co-mingled sin?
What about our every word, for which we must give an account?
for "we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ." Oh,
how the reading of 1 Timothy i. 9, melted the writer recently whilst
a view of Christ, the Righteous, the Just, the Law-Fulfiller, was
presented, and the sinner seen "free from the law," no longer under
that hard taskmaster, but under grace! Here comes in the blessed
character of our Jehovah-Rophi. "For every idle word" shall man
give an account. "But," pleads the poor law-condemned one, "Jesus
is my Advocate; He speaks for me, and I am judged in Him, who
has said, " Put that on Mine account, and" Papuent God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand
And then again at mine."

But then, beloved, there comes in this corresponding obligation, "I
said, I will take heed unto my ways, that I sin not with my
tongue." How can I, how dare I, do this great wickedness and sin
against my God 1 "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the d!ty of redemption." "That I may not grieve Thee,"
o Holy Spirit," is the daily, hourly cry; "that I may walk worthy
of my profession-set forth the praises of my high calling in
Christ Jesus-that the daily effacing of the old Adam likeness
progress, and that Jesus, the hidden Man of the heart after the
power of an endless life, be evidentially seen and admired!"
The
child of God can never live as he lists, nor rest in any careless
action, nor indulge any temper or weakness which may bring reproach
on His dear name. And we each know, to our own soul's satisfaction,
that perceptive growth in grace, and consequent glory to Him, as
we abide in Him. Safe, sure, secure, satisfactory Hiding-place!
Beloved, may you and I be oftener found betaking ourselves unto
the Good and Great Physician, and know more of His healing touch.
We want more of the importunity and brave resolve of that poor
woman who pressed through the multitude, apparently oblivious of
all her surroundings, intent upon her one object and act: "If I
may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be whole." Preciousl\'"
does the gem faith glitter here. Jesus, the Great Teacher ~nd
Physician, is called to ,go to heal the daughter of Jairus, and on
the way the crowds throng Him, probably many through idle curiosity,
G
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to, see what He, will do, and whether He can effect a cure int,his
little child. His disciples are also with their Master, but, alas, tC'o
often, like His disciples of to-day, slow of heart to believe and learn
of _,their Lord. But this woman differs from everyone else in the
ch;tpter. Poor sinful, suffering, uncured creature, just brought to the
verge of desperation! Yet she has one door of escape open to her,
that is to prove life and healing. "If '1 may but touch the hem
of His garment, I shall be made whole," she says within herself. "Somebody hath touched Me," says the Master; and whilst the disciples,
ignorant of the transpiration; remind\3d Him of the thronging, pressing
multitudes, who doubtless are the explanation, the sweet, divinely
tender tones of the Healer's voice are again heard, "Somebody hath
touched Me, for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me." That
dear woman had got into living touch with Jesus, and just as you
and I know, beloved, when such is our happy condition, wholeness,
restoration, renew!tl, healing, and life are the result.. Oh, to betake
ourselves more frequently to our Jehovah-Rophi! If He has placed
Himself so graciously on record in that character, it was surely
because He knew His people would need Him as such! If He has
likewise placed upon divine record that His children are all diseased
with sin and can find "no soundness" in themsel,es, it is that they
may seek a remedy where remedy alone is to be found. "In Me is
thine help," He says, in gentle pity and gracious drawing cords of
love, and His children, brought into this condition of 'utter helplessness in themselves, cry, "Turn us again, 0 Lord God of hosts;
cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved"; whilst the glad
experience of such brings forth the gratefUl acknowledgment from
a heart newly attuned to sing the praises of the Great Physician and
Healer, ".Bless the Lord, 0 iny soul, and all that is within me,
bless His holy name.· Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget IH)t
all· His benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all
thy. diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction t who crowneth
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy
mouth with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the
eagle's.
As far as the east is from the west, so far
hat}l He removed our transgressions from us.
Like as a lather
pitieth his children, ,so. the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For
He knoweth our frame; He remembereth we are dust."
R.
SATISFIED IN HHr.
is a jewel rare and precious. Happy indeed is the man
wh~ finds it; We may seek it in riches, but it lieth not there.
We. may heap up gold and silver pile upon pile, but we
have it not. vVe may erect the palace and conquer mighty nations,
but among the trophies there is not that precious· thing which worlds
cannot buy. But give us Christ, let us be allied to Him, and our
heart is satisfied. We are content in poverty-we are rich; in distress
we have all, and abound. We are full, for we are satisfied in Him.C. H. Spu1'geon.
SATISFACTION
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:

As THE

TRUTH.

"He is altogether lovely."-SONG OF SOLOMON v. 16.
" Ye s1uLll know the tndh."-JoHN viii. 32.
ALL who believe· the testimony of Jesus
rejoice in His precious
declaration, " I am • • . the Truth" (John xiv. 6). The question
of Pilate, which still resounds through the world, is wholly unnecessary
and superfluous, "What is truth T' (John xviii. 38). There is no
qu€stion about it. Christ reveals Himself as the Truth.
KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.

'1'0 know the truth is to know the Lord Jesus Christ in His Person
and Work. To be ignorant of Him is to be ignorant of the Truth,
because" the Truth is in Jesus" (Eph. iv. 21). Faith is the grace
by which we apprehend or lay hold of those things we cannot
comprehend by reason; such as concern the Lord Jesus revealed by
the mysterious teaching of His Spirit (John xv. 26), according to His
own gracious purpose,·" Ye shal know the Truth" (John viii. 32).
There may be knowledge of a creed, knowledge of the Scriptures, and
that knowledge of all kinds spoken of 1 Corinthians xiii. 2, but if there
is no knowledge of His Person, however wise we may be, we are not
wise unto salvation, neither do we know the Truth.
CHRIST THE TRUTH.

in a fourfold manner: First, Essentially j second, Efficiently j third,
Substantially; and fourth, Actually.. He is the Truth:1. Essentially, by virtue of His equality with the Father, as God;
and by virtue of· His holy, and pure humanity, as Man. His Deity
is Truth absolute, and His Manhood is Truth revealed. So that the
Lord Jesus is .,'l'ruth incarnate. Nothing but Truth is in His holy
soul j and there is nothing but Truth in the acts of His hands, and
the words of His lips.
The beauty and glory of the Truth . are
in-wrought into the daily experiel}ce of His humble followers, as He
breathes into them His Spirit. Christ is the Truth2. Efficiently.
It is declared and made known to favoured
disciples learning at His dear feet. There is great need in these
days of perplexity and uncertainty for sincere and simple souls to
resolutely cleave to the Lord Jesus as their Teacher j who shows
them His· Truth by revealing Himself.
The Father makes Himself
knuwn by the Son, and the Son is revealed by the Spirit-sent by
Him into the hearts of His chosen for that purpose. These Three
.are One in will and power. Christ is the Truth3. Substantially. As the Word (Jolm i. 1), which cannot deceive.
Here is certainty and assurance. Now, a word is the expression of
Thus, the thought and
a thought, the revealing of mind and will.
will of God are made· known in Christ. The supreme excellency of
Trut!l without deficiency or superfluity of allY kind shines in Him.
Therefore, whoso receiveth Him (John i. 12), receiveth the Truth· in
G
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its perfection. The Spirit leadeth into all Truth (John xvi. 13); for,
next, he is the. Truth4. Actually.
Every part and portion of Truth, and every glimpse
and unfolding of 'l'ruth is b'ut a fresh display of His glory.
All
scientific Truth really reveals Christ as the Head of Creation. The
so-called "Laws of. Nature" are only His modes of working.
All
ethical Truth points to· Him who is the source of all true morality.
All religiQus Truth centres in His Person and Work. "Christ is all
and in all" (Col. iii. 11); without Him is-no Truth at all. All is
for" the lifting of Jesus on high." "He must reign" (1 Cor. xv. 25).
The final triumph of the Truth is secured, because His victory is
certain.
We will turn to yet another aspect of the subject,
namely,THE NATURE OF TRUTH.
It is Light (John i. 9). Saving light is in Christ Jesus, in whom
are hid all the treasures of .wisdom and knowledge (Col. ii. 3). Out
of Christ all is darkness, even the darkness of fallen nature, and
this has been felt by many a despairing one, when brought
face to face with the reality of things, which is that "all is vanity"
and "v.exation of spirit" (Eccl. xi. 8).
"The carnal mind ca=ot
receive the things of the Spirit, neither can he know them" (Rom.
viii. 7). The world, in both its profane and professing aspects,knows
Him not; and yet, apart from Him, error, darkness, and falsehood
abound on every side. Men love darkness rather than light (John i.
5). Another characteristic of the Truth is its Fulness. A fulness of
knowledge and faithfulness resides in Him to an inexhattstible degree,
all,dof Eis fulness all humble souls receive (John i. 16), each in
the appointed measure (Eph. iv. 7).
The Truth is necessarily
Infallible and unalterable. Thank God, we have something certain,
It is
something perfect, something that remains unchangeable.
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8),
the Eternal Word ('1Ihtt. niv. 35). This is
THE TRUTH.
E. C.
Bath.
"RETURN UNTO THY REST, 0 MY SOlJL."
THE Lord Jesus never reproaches His children, never becomes weary
of them; He never turns His face from them. It is certain that all
His dealin~s with them are but to make Himse7f a necessity and a
reality to them. This result is produced when physical weakness and
perplexing circumstances make them fully conscious of their complete'
incapacity for anything good. Christ likes to be to His children a
Christ to lean upon. Not merely a Christ to be worshipped, a Christ
to be foIlo~ed, Christ to be preached, but more especially a Christ
to be leaned upon, a Christ for weary and needy souls. .This is His
glory, and this His children's blessing. Whatever, therefore, brings us
llearer to Him as a helpful Christ, is a messenger of love.--" Things to-
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MOSES' HAND PUT INTO' HIS BOSOM.
,

(EXODUS

iv. 6.)

'WHO can read this portion of the Scriptures of truth under that
anointing which teacheth all things, and not feel the force of those
words spoken concerning the Lord's dealings with Moses, i' And the
Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his
friend" 1 (Exodus xxxiii. 11).
•
These. two signs (verses 3 and 6) were given by God to Moses;
first, to be given to the elders of Israel in Egypt to convince them
of the truth of the fact that God's time had arrived for their
deliverance as a people, and that Moses was sent by the God of
their fathers. to bring it about; that is, that he was their Godappointed deliverer, as Stephen afterwards affirmed: "This Moses
whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge 1
the sa~e. di~ God send to be a ruler and a deliverer, by the hand
of the Angel· th~t appeared to him in the bush."
There can· be no doubt that. this latter sign was showed
them, although it .is not expressly declared that Moses did so,
but Aaron (see verses 28, 29, 30, 31). They were shown either by
Moses or by Aaron, his spokesman; probably Aaron did the first
with the rod, and Moses this second sign, which satisfied the elders
for the time being. Mterwards, when both Moses and Aaron went
in unto Pharaoh, they showed the sign of a rod turned into a serpent, but no mention is made of the other, only that wheli the
magicians cast theirs that Aaron's rod swallowed· up their rods.
There appears to be a branch of the Gospel mystery shadowed
forth here, in that this remarkable latter sign was confined to
Israel, and rwt made known to the Egyptians.
It was not the hand that communicated the leprosy to the
bosom" but it was the bosom which, by God's miraculous operation,
communicated the leprosy to the hand.
·What is man's bosom as he is a fallen sinner 1 The bosom,
·literally understood, is that part of the human body which
. inc10ses the heart; figuratively, it is spoken of Christ as the
Good Shepherd, that He carries the lambs in His bosom; that is,
He shall perform for all His people all the offices of a loving,
tender, faithful Shepherd, carrying Himself toward them in a way
of great and marvellous condescension and compassion, according to
their several capacities - and infirmities. (See Cruden.) Abraham's
bosom, where Lazurus was,' was a place of rest and felicity, where,
with Abraha~ and all the rest of' the glorified saints, he enjoyed
communion with God and them.
When the Pharisees co.ntended with Christ and His disciples, they
complained that some of them ate their bread with unwashen hands
(Mark vii. 2). But the Lord said if they did so that would not
defile them, but those things that were within the heart of man
and that which proceeded therefrom did defile them (verses 21-23).
That the evil' heart of fallen man communicates the leprosy of sin
to his -hand, we have a striking proof in Achan. He saw the goodly
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garment, the silver and the wedge of gold, and the sight of these stirred
up the latent covetousness that was in his bosom, so that he put forth
his hand and took them, and the leprosy of his bosom was extended to
all Israel (John vii. 4). The leprosy of sin in the heart of fallen man
breaks out into a br,each of every distinct commandment of the lll.w
of God: in the Sabbath-breaker, in doing his pleasure on God's holy
day; in the murderer, in killing the man he hates; in the adulterer, in
acts of lewdness and crime; and in the idolater, ip. setting up and pay~ng
homage. to idols.
Part of the Gospel mystery of the text appears to be this:.All that constitutes the loathsomeness of sin in God's sight, as seen by
His pure and holy eye in the bosom of every sinner, is, by a miracle of
God's power, transferred as a great reality of loathsomeness and
corruption, to the hand of Moses by its contact with his bosom.
But there is much more. "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might." You have been putting your hand, poor sinner, to
the doing of many things, "put it now into thy bosom.'" But can any
unregenerate sinner of himself do this thing ~ Certainly not; not
until Gpd bids him, and first communicates life to his soul. It is the
act of a living man. David did it when God laid His hand heavily
upon him, and turned his moisture into the drought of summer
(Psalm xxxii.. 4). So did the poor publican. Da,id said, " I
acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid;" and
the publican smote upon his breast, saying, "God be merciful to me a
sinner." It. is a discovery, by the Spirit, of sin in the heart and in the
life (Rom. vii. 23).
It was therefore a beautiful and significant sign for God to give to
a people He was about to deliver; and it is so still, under the Gospel.
When He is about to deliver a poor sinner from his ruined, lost, and
undone state, and out of the hand of the enemy, He shines into that
sinner's heart; "For God, who commanded the light to shine 011t
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts." He discovers that all the
works of his hands are full of the leprosy of sin; that the sin of his
heart has infected and made him altogether loathsome in the light
of God's law, which is spiritual, holy, just, and good.
•The repentance of the Ninevites on the preaching of Jonah. is
described as a turning everyone from the evil of his way, and from
the violence that was in their hands. Peter, in his notable sermon,
charged the Jews with having with wicked lllmds crucified and slain
the Prince of Life. David speaks of some men whose right hand is
fun. of bribes (Psalm xxv. 10), and of others, whose right hand is a
right hand of falsehood. (Psalm cxliv. 8); and Solomon speaks of the
Arminian as a fool who has a price in his hand for Wisdom, but no
heart for it (Prov. xvii. 16). Now, in these and many other cases
enumerated in God's Word, .the leprosy of sin has been transferred
from the heart or bosom to the hand, and men manifest their
oneness with .Adam the first; for it was by that one man's transgression that all his posterity were made sinners. His act bound all the
folly in the heart of his posterity; and every thought, word, and deed
. ,of fallen man is a witness that he is a leper before God. Moses, in

,The Gospel M agazz'ne.

87

doing this thing at God's command, found the sin that was in him
witnessed and declared; it was brought out to the light of day in all
its loathsomeness and offensiveness, and no doubt he was as alarmed
at the sight as he was before at seeing the serpent. In God's order of
giving these signs to Moses, mark, it was the serpent first, the leprosy
next; that is, Satan first, and sin next.
But not only is the original sin of the bosom of fallen man hereby
witnessed and declared, but it is also owned and acknowledged. Could
Moses doubt or deny the evidence of his sight, that his hand, which
before was sound and ,whole, was now a leprous mass 1 No, he did not
for one moment either doubt it or deny it; he saw it, and so felt it,
owned it, and acknowledged it. But is there no answer of God to
him in this his grievous case 1 Yes, blessed be God, there is an
answer to his inward cry, and a remedy. And God said, "Put thy
hand into thy bORom again;" and lo! when he did this and plucked
it out again, "behold, it was turned again as his own flesh."
Here we have God's appointment, which is ever contr'1ry, to man's
fallen reasoning; yea, which expressly confounds it. "I will confound
the wisdom of the wise," said God. So in the appointment of tpe
brazen serpent, God ordained a cure that brought to !lothing the
understanding of the prudent; but more so the case in hand, in ordering Naaman the leper to go and wash seven times in Jordan. " If it
is a question of bathing in water," sa~d Naaman, speaking after his
fleshly wisdom, "then Abana and Pharpar are better than all the
waters of Jordan!"
Not so, we reply, for God who appointed
Jordan is greater than man and all his reasoning. ''Vould not a real
serpent or a wooden serpent have been better than a brazen one,
which might irritate the evil and cause it to abound instead of abating 1
No, for God's appointment is in the serpent of brass. And would not
putting the hand again 'into his ,bosom aggravate, rather than remove
the disease 1 No, not if J ehovah ordained it for a cure.
There is a glorious Gospel mystery here of the oneness of
the Church of God with the eternal Son of God as He is' the
Christ, the anointed and appointed Sin-Bearer of all His elect.
Let two Scriptnres here be noted for the elucidating thereof:"No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in ,- the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him"
(John 1. 18). Not which was in, but "which is in the bosom of
the Father." He was -there even when on earth as the appointed
Sin-Bearer of all God's dear elect, ordained in our nature to put
it away, and cleanse His - Church from all her iniquity~ The
other verse is from that most precious Psalm lxxxix., which opens
the Covenant counsels of the Father and the Son, in the building
up of the stately edifice of the house of mercy," For I have said,
Mercy shall be built up for ever: Thy faithfulness shalt Thou
establish in the very heavens~I have made a Covenant with My
chosen, I h9.ve sworn unto David, My servant."
Now, at the
close of this Psalm is the Scripture that, to my mind, casts
a beautiful Gospel light on our text, or rather brings out the Gospel
mystery that is hid therein,namely, verse 50, "Remember, Lord, the
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reproach of Thy servants,. how' I do bear 'in My bosom the reproach
of all the mighty people." It was their sin, their original sIn and their
actual transgressions, that was the reproach of this mighty people;
and their sin, guilt; transgression, and reproach were by His eternal
Father transferred from them to Him, laid on Him, and made
to meet on Him, who is said to bear them all the days of old
in everlasting love.
Now Moses, though a sinful man in himself, 'was yet by grace
a saint.
" In union with the Lamb,
From condemnation free,
The saints from everlasting were,
And shall for ever be."
We are to view him, then, as one with Christ, the Sin-Bearer of
God's elect; all his sins were charged upon his Surety Christ, and
,by Christ in dup. time done way. Now, although the leprosy
of sin was thus by God's operation brought out of his bosom into
his view, as extending from thence, the seat of all evil, to the
utmost extremity of his person, his band, yet was the guilt
thereof removed and gone, put away by the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.
In the et.ernal decree and purpose
of Him who' declares the end from the beginning, bis guilt and
transgression were put away. Saith ERSKINE;.. Guilt without any sin bas been,
As in my Surety may be seen;
The elect's guilt upon Him came,
Yet was He still the Holy Lamb.
Sin without guilt may also be,
As may appear in pardoned me ;
For thongh my sin, alas! does stay,
Yet pardon takes the guilt away."
The time between M~ses' first act in putting his hand into his bosom
and taking it thence leprous as snow, and his putting it at God's com
mand again into his bosom, was but brief. The matter of time in which
Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, en:lured the stroke of .engeance was
brief, called a small moment; "In a little wrath I hid My face from
thee f01' a m01nent" (Isai3h liv. 8); in which, however, He removed the
iniquity of th!l.t people (Psalm ciii. 12). Still, it was sufficient, under
the Holy Spirit's anointing, to reveal to Moses his grace-union with
, Christ, the Man of God's right hand. It was sufficient to reveal to him,
had it pleased God to do so,the Father's hand of justice laid upon
Christ, His people's Sin-Bearer: "Awake, o sword, against My Shepherd,
and against the Man that is My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts;"
sufficient to reveal Him as making His soul an offering for sin, yea, as
making an end of it, and bringing in everlasting righteousness for
, Moses and for all God's elect, in which they were all viewed as clean,
sound, and whole. But whether or not revealed to Moses, it was all
open before God. 'The act, then, of putting his hand again into his
, bosom would be to Moses what looking i~to the new sepulchr~ was tQ
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Peter and the women who were there at the dawn of the third day.
"I know ye seek Jesus; the Almighty Sin-Bearer of His redeemed, but
He is not here; He is risen from the dead, come sec the place where
this mighty Sin-Bearer lay."
Now, let it not be said there was time also for Moses' bosom to be
smitten with tears of penitential grief and sorrow for sin, and that these
tears washed both his bosom and his hands clean. True it is that all
God's quickened elect, by virtue of the grace given by Jesus, their
exalted Prince and Saviour, have both repentance for, and remission of
all their sins; and as true that" Not for an hour, or day, or week,
The aaints repentance own,"
as HART says, yet 'tis the blood of Christ alone that maketh atonement for, and puts away sin from bdore God; that is the only fountain
"opened for sin and uncleanness." Hence dear TOPLADY is much to
the point here" Could my tearB for ever flow,
All for Bin could not atone,
Thou mUBt aave, and Thou alone."
And 'tis the hand of living faith in every divinely quickened sinner
that enables him, to his edification and comfort, to handle those
"mysterious depths of grace," speak of the grace and witness of
the Holy Spirit, and say" We'll tell the Father in that day,
And Thou Bhalt witneBs what we Bay,
We're clean, juat God, we're clean."

G. A.

Birkenhead.

THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
ITS greatness can we ever know 1 Its fulness can we fully contain 1
Its depths cannot be fathomed; its dimensions cannot be measured. It
passeth knowledge. All that Jesus did for His Church was but the
expansion and unfolding of His love. Travelling to Bethlehem, I see
love incarnate. Tracking His steps as He went about doing good, I
see love labouring. Visiting the house of Bethany, I see love
sympathising. Standing by the grave of Lazarus, I see love weeping.
At Gethsemane I see lONe sorrowing. Passing on to Calvary, I see love
8uffering, bleeding, and dying. The whole sceDe of His life was but an
unfolding of the deep, wonderful, and precious mystery of "Redeeming
Love." -McCheyne.

..

CHRIST as an Advocate undertakes to answer all charges brought
against a believer, and to procure him all promised blessings, upon
application made to Him by prayer and faith. And the advocateship
of Christ is founded on His atonement, as He is the propitiation for sin.
-Bel'ridge.
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PASTORAL, NOTES.
AN EXCELLENT MOTTO.
" FOj·titej', fideliteT, felicitej'."

ONE of the most interesting episodes in a traveller's visit to Switzerland, and to Rome of the countries beyond it, has hitherto been the
crossing over the mighty Alpine mountains by one of the numerous.
passes which .have been made over them; but it seems as if this will
ere long be-to the great majority of travellers-a thing of the past,
for railway tunnels are taking the place of the high circuitous roads,
and the speed and ease of this method of transit are likely to be
generally much preferred to the time occupied and the risks incurred
by the old method. But although the railway routes are more swift
and comfortable, and may excite the admiration and wonder of any
traveller who uses them with some knowledge of their marvellous
construction, they are scarcely likely to excite the interest "hich
the other routes excite, with the winding roads revealing at e,ery
turn SOllle fresh views of magnificent mountain scenery, "ith the
covered ways for protection from the mighty avalanches, which come
thundering down sometimes from the heights abo,e, "ith the refugehouses here and there, of which travellers are often glad to avail
themselves when overtaken by a sudden storm, and with the evening
and night spent-as is frequently the case-at the friendly hospice
at the summit,
I was greatly interested, some, time ago, by a visit which I paid,
with a friend, to the celebrated hospice of St. Bernard, situated on
the great pass of that mime. We started from the town of Martigny,
in the valley of the Rhone, which is about twenty-four miles distant
from the hospice. We hired a carriage to take us as far as carriages
can go, about two-thirds of the way, and I walked the rest of the
distance, whilst my companion availed himself of the help of a
mule. He was a rather stout man, and the mule evidently did not
relish carrying his weight. When "e came to the steepest part of
the ascent the poor creature kept on groaning so loudly and
piteously, 'that I repeatedly begged my companion to get off and
relieve him: of his burden for a while. The Emperor Napoleon I.
went over this pass with an immense' army when he invaded Italy,
and he partly constructed the present road over it. In some places
the road goes dose to a deep gorge, down which a rapid torrent
runs, and it is mentioned that, as Napoleon's army marched along, a
drummer-boy fell down into the gorge; he was not killed or apparently
seriously hurt, but he could' not get up again, and his comrades
could not spare time to attempt to rescue him, so that they were
obliged to leave him to his fate, a~ for a long time afterwards they
could hear him beating upon his drum his own funeral march!
The shades of evening ;Were gathering around us as "e came up
to the great door of the hospice; ,and whereas the atmosphere ,had
been extremely hot down at Martigny, it was so ,chilly there-at
the height of 8,200 feet above sea-level-that we "ere very glad to

The Gospel Magazine.

'"

,"

91

see a good fire in the reception room into which we were ushered,
and afterwards to notice that there were double windows to our
sleeping apartment, and a goodly number of blankets upon the beds.
"W"e were met and entertained by a young and good-looking monk,
a clever linguist, and of courteous manners. At dinner he sat at
the head of the table, and conversed freely with the visitors; but I
noticed that when a couple of pretty American young ladies, who
sat near him, spoke to him, he most carefully averted his eyes from
them when he replied to them, presumably lest he should be
tempted-poor fellow!-if he looked at them, to wish to break his
vow of celibacy.
The food which was placed before us was very
plain, but wholesome, and we were very hospitably treated. After
dinner all the visitors assembled together in the reception-room, and
there we soon discovered that they included many different
nationalities, English, American, French, German, Italian, Russian,
etc., and there was a very babel of sounds as the conversation went
on in so many different languages. A piano, kindly presented to the
hospice by our King, then Prince of Wales, was in the room, and
we made good use of it, my companion, who had an excellent voic3,
singing to its accompaniment a number of our popular hymns. vVe
wondered what the guests thought of this proceeding; probably the
majority of them could not understand any of the words; but they
seemed attentive and pleased.
We have much fault to find with the Church of Rome, and we
have good reason for finding fault with her, but the founding and
maintenance of this and other hospices, so far as she has had to
do with them, is certainly to her credit.
Bernard of Menthon,
however, who founded this hospice nearly one thousand years ag;J;
although he nominally belonged to that Church, could have had very
.little in common with her as she exists at the present day, for she
was very different then to what she is now. The chief errors which
she holds, and clings so pertinaciously to now, were unknown to
her then; e.g., the doctrine of transubstantiation, which was" not
adopted by her until more than 200 years after Bernard's time;
and plenary iJldulgcnces, which were not heard of until more than 300
years afterwards.
Certainly the work performed by this hospice of St. Bernard
is a most humane and noble work. During several months in the
year no less than 2,000 persons per month, chiefly of the poorer
classes, use this pass, and the dangers to which they are exp,)sed
from snowstorms, fogs, and avalanches are very great. Without the
help of the hospice and its inmates, numbers would inevitably perish.
All travellers are taken in, and sheltered, and fed without any
charge, to the number even-it has happened-of 500 or 600 in a
day; and they are furnished with useful information as to the state
of the weather, etc., and they are guided or led on their way; and
if any accident happens to them, or if they are lost in the snow,
the monks go out-often at the utmost peril of their lives,-and
. with their sagacious dogs search for them in every direction, and if
they find them, treat them with every kindness.
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My friend and I slept very comfortably, but it seemed strange to
be awakened at half-past four o'clock in the morning by the loud
ringing of the great hospice bell, and then hearing the tramp,
tramp of the monks as they marched along the corridors to their
cold and gloomr-Iookin~ chapel for their early service.
After
breakfast we were much interested in inspecting some parts of the
old building, and the morgue, where bodies of poor travellers who
have been lost on the pass and frozen to death are preserved; and also
in seeing the noble dogs. One fine dog was pointed out to us which
had during the previous winter been buried forty feet under a
tremendous avalanche of ice arid snow, and he was fully supposed to be
lost, but three or four days afterwards he returned to the hospice
in a pitiable condition, with all his toe-nails completely worn away by
his long scratching under the avalanche; and they were only just
beginning to grow and appear again at the time of our visit, which
was several months afterwards.
The
motto of
the hospice
struck me as
being an
excellent one, and one which must have been chosen br a
It is to be seen deeply engraven in the
. wise and good man.
stonework of the chief doorway, and imprinted upon various articles
in the hospice.
It is :. Fortiter, fidel iter, feliciter," or "Bravely,
faithfully, cheerfully." Is- it not a good and very suggestive motto
for all believers 1
1.-" FORTITER," or "BR~VELY."-The duty of the monks who have
charge of the St. Bernard hospice requires a great deal of courage.
In the first place, the cold is so intense, the thermometer sometimes
going so low as 29 degrees below zero, representing 61 degrees of
Only
frost, that they have to face the rigors of an arctic winter.
strong young men can stand this, and that only for a limited
period. Firing also is so scarce and dear, having to be fetched
on the backs of mules all the way from the forest of Val Fen'ex
a distance of nearly 12 miles, that the intense cold can be only
slightly mitigated for them by artificial means.
In the second
place, they have frequently to run great risks and expose themselves
to deadly peril to rescue lost or wandering travellers. During the
winter preceding the time that we visited the hospice, a party of
travellers arrived there from the Italian side, and were detained
for some days by bad weather. - Then they stated that they could not
possibly stay any longer, and that they must proceed on their
journey. The monks strongly advised them- not to go, as so large
an amount of snow had fallen during the preceding- days that
travelling was extremely hazardous; but the travellers determined to
proceed, and so the monks said that some of their number would
go with them to show them the way, and to help them if they
needed help. Accordingly, four of the m.onks and HIe hospice porter
started with the travellers; and in order to minimise the dangers to
which they knew that they would bJ exposed, the whole party
walked in single file, and took care to arrange that there should be
a considerable interval between all the individual members of the
party as they walked, so that if an avalanche came down it might
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only envelop some of the number, and not the whole. But they
had not proceeded very far when a tremendous avalanche came
thundering suddenly down, with an awful roar which· reverberated
through the surrounding mountains, and not only were several of the
travellers overwhelmed, but also all the poor monks and the hospice
porter who accompanied them. The four monks were buried under
the hospice chapel, and the body of the porter was placed in the
morgue, where my friend and I saw it.
Undoubtedly those brave men laid down their lives for the sake
of others; and ought not every believer to be ready to do the
same tping if it be needful, and to lay down his life for the
brethre1l1 Happily in our times at present such a sacrifice as this is
not likely to be required of us, but every believer needs courage,
nevertheless, in other ways. It is rather remarkable that couragealthough frequenUjT mentioned in the Old Testament-is only once
mentioned in the ),Tew Testament, viz., in Acts :xviii. 15, where it
is stated that the Apostle Paul "thanked God, and took courage,"
but it is referred to indirectly, as in such statements as these;"Be strong in the Lord"; "Quit you like men"; "Fight the good
fight of faith"; "Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ." The believer requires courage in many ways, to "witness
a good profession," to acknowledge his Lord and show that he is not
ashamed of Him or of His words, to stand up and be valiant for
,he faith, to rebuke sin and folly, and to be unintimidated by danger
or by his temporal or spiritual foes. Happy the believer who casts
fear to the winds, and tru;;ting wholly in his almighty Helper, runs
his course always" fort iter," i.e., "bravely."
2.-" FIDELITEU," or "F..UTFiFULLY."-The monks on St. Bernard's
pass have an important charge imposed upon them. They are placed
in the hospice to help and shelter needy travellers, and if any of the
latter are lost through their negligence or carelessness they know that
they are seriously to blame. They are, as it were, stewards, and
" it is required of a steward that he· be found faithful." So also it is
with believers.
They have an all-important charge.
They are
called upon to shine as lights in a dark world, and to glorify their
Father in heaven.
They are the "salt of the earth."
They ~r~
stew/!-rds of the mysteries of God, and they have talents committed
to t.heir care, for which ~hey will be called upon to give an account.
What if through their carelessness, their inconsistency, or their
faithlessness, some poor wanderers are unrescued and unhelped 1 Oh
for grace to obey the ~Iaster's command, "Be thou faithful untQ
death,· and I will give thee a crown of life."
Oh the joy of
hearing the blissful words ;-" Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter into the joy of thy Lord I"
3.-" FELICITER," or "CIIEERFULLY."-The duties devolving upon the
monk.s at St. Bernard's must sometimes be very unpleasant; their
founder doubtless knew this, and hence he added this word to their
motto. Not only have they to endure the intense cold of their high
position, where the ice on the small lake near their dwelling sometimes
never melts all through the summer, and where snow has been
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known to fall every week in the year; but also tremendous tempests
rage around them in the most extraordinary manner, and sometimes
pile the snow against the walls of the hospice to the height of 40 feet.
Their means are not large, and they have to be content with very
humble fare. The travellers, too, upon whom they attend, are not
,always of the pleasantest or most desirable kind, and the duties
which they have to perform for them are sometimes by no means
agreeable; e.g., the feet of the travellers are sometimes frostbitten,
and the monks have to use the most vigorous methods to restore
aliimation, and if those methods fail they have to amputate the frozen
parts. It must, too, be no slight act of self-denial to have to turn
Qut of a comfortable bed at half-past four o'clock every summer's
morning, and at five o'clock every winter's morning, in that arctic
region, to attend service in their comfortless chapel, in conformity
with the rules of their order; and it must be a still greater act
of self-denial to go out in the face of a blinding tempest, and at
an awful risk, to try and rescue some unfortunate fellow-creature. Yet
they are called upon to do all this" cheerfully."
Is there not a lesson here for the believer 7 If these devoted monks
perform such hard tasks and duties cheerfully, how much more
may he be expected to perform in the same way much lighter and
easier tasks and duties. If these poor men, without the clear light
of the Gospel--which, alas! they seem to lack-are so brave and
-faithful and cheerful in the performance of their duty, how much more
{)ught the Christian, with all the glorious promises cheering him,
and Gospel light brightening his pathway, to be cheerful and happy in
the performance of his duty. We all know what a difference there
is in the manner in which a task or duty is performed, and we
all know the pleasure of having a willing, cheerful serYant or helper.
Of the early Christians it is' said that they "took c7leerfltlly the
-spoiling of their goods "-a great wrong and a bitter trial. May we
be imitators of them in the lesser trials, and responsibilities, and in
the performance of the various duties which devo!',e upon us in our
€verydajr life!
And may we endea,our, by Di,ine grace, to act
more and more in accordance with this excellent motto, "Fortiter,
fideliter, feliciter,"-" Bravely, faithfully, cheerfully."
Ratford Rectory, Farillgdon.
D. A. DouD:NEY.
WORDS FOR THE PRESENT DISTRESS.
"CO:YE out from amongst them," that is, separate yourselves from
{larnal, worldly, unconverted men, do not cast in your lot with
ungodly professors.
But abide' in that visible Church to
which you belong. Do what you can to improve and reform her.
Shut not your eyes to her defects, but be not insensible to her
beau'ties. Look upon her glorious Liturgy, meditate upon her Scriptural Articles, and thank God for the privilege yOll enjoy in being
fed within her pale with the blesse:l Gospel of the grace of God;
and, above all, that you have the pledge of being" kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation."-lV. Pa1·ks.
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THE MAJESTY OF .RESERVE.
«And now lIwn see 'not the bright light which is in the clouds: out
the wind passeth, and cleanseth them. Fai1' 10eather cometh out of the
north: 10ith God is terrible 11Wfiesty. Touching the Almighty, we cannot
find Him out,. He is excellent in powe1', and in judgment, and in
plenty of justice : He' will not aifiict. Men do therefore fea)' Him :
He respecteth not any that are 10ise of hea)'t."-J OB' xxxvii. 21-24.
(Concluded j>wn pxge 44.)

I. There is, then, a merc~lul silence in the majesty of reserve that
characterizes God's dealings with us, which is rendered necessary by
the imperfection of our nature.. It has been said already, that much·
truth which, apparently at least, might have been revealed, is not
;revealed in the Bible; and that much even of that which is revealed
is revealed in partial measure only. It is comforting to think that
the reserve imposed in these respects may be dictated, we may
:reverently suppose, as a concession to our finite faculties and feeble
mipds. Just as in nature, light is tempered to the eye, which would
wither and perish if exposed to the intolerable glare of the sun, so in
:revelation is that measure· of truth alone made known which our
powers of mind are competent to receive. Too much light would but
blind and dazzle, torture and overwhelm our feeble frame; and so the
kindness, as well as the wisdom of God, is displayed in the adjustment
of .the capacity of the eye to the measure of light given to it. We
find no fault with these arrangements of the Divine Hand, because we
are capable of tracing their reasonableuess, wisdom, and beneficence ;
why .should w.e, therefore, when we leave the sphere of providence
and enter' that of grace, .proudly and foolishly insist, in the words
ah;e~dy quoted, "I must. have fullest light ~ " Why not be willing to
,believe that light sufficient for our present needs is granted by Him
'who is the" Father of light," and that that which is withheld is !withheld in ruercy to the inability of our feebleness to receive it? Our puny
minds are not capable of tracing backwards and forwards into eternity,
the overwhelmi,ng problbms of the Divine government. The range of
our faculties is too limited to comprehend the considerations that must
surely be taken into account by one who would understand the
governmental dealings of Him who is the Sovereign of the universe
Indeed, we are verging upon the border of what would be foolishness,
even, in so speaking, for we are assuming that we know somewhat of
the profound depth of those things of whieh, as yet, we really know
nothing at all !
Let us be thankful, then, for what is not revealed. Just as the
sun's full glare would be intolerable to our eyes, so might our souls
be dazzled and·overwhelmed by a revelation of spiritual truth for the
reception of..which our faculties were incompetent. Let us be sure
that the same ·beneficence which has tempered the one to our physical
nature, has kindly measured out the other to our spiritual faculties.
. Could we support for a moment either a.larger knowledge of the
.pr~sent, or an immediate knowledge of the future,unquestionably He
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who knows all things would have told us what was given now, or is in
store for us; but how agonizing would be the considerations, and how
overwhelming the difficulties, the anxieties, the perplexities, and
sorrows, which such knowledge, if prematurely given, would bring t
There is mercy, then, in the silence of God. The majesty of reserve is
a majesty which is merciful, as well as sublime.
.
H. But there is not only a reserve as to the measure of knowledge communicated to us, which is imposed by mercy, but a reserve
which is sovereign, and appointed by the independent authority of
God. vVe have, indeed, touched this subject already, but a somewhat wider consideration of it seems necessary. How little we realize
that it is true of God, in a sense in which it never is of man, that
He is entitled to withhold from us the reasons of His actions. It
was no comfort to Job that Elihu reminded him how useless it was
to strive against God, who" giveth not account of any of His
matters" (Job xxxiii. 13), for Job seems to have thought it was fitting,
in some modified sense at least, that God should have revealed the
reasons which existed in the Dh-iue mind for the dispensation of
affliction that had been brought upou him. He seems to have
beeu wanting in appreciation of thc infinite distance that lies
between God and the creature, in supposing himself competent to
understand the Divine counsels if only they had been explained
(see Job xxxviii. 1-4; xl. 1.8), forgetting that the very angels are
"charged with folly" (Job. iv. 18), that is, with imperfect knowledge,
they being incompetent to comprehend perfectly the mind of God.
This ignorance of self was, perhaps, the sin for which Job was
chastened with his afflictions.
Yet it was God's design that these
counsels should be, in the end, revealed to Job; though nothing is
more clear than that 'Job was not fitted to receiye the knowledge of
these things until his spirit had undergone the discipline which the
book records. He could not, at first, see "the end of the Lord," 'lS
we can before whom the complete instruction of the Scripture is
placed.
No doubt, the sovereignty of God, being one of His perfect
attributes, is in essential and necessary harmony with all the others;
and we must be careful, therefore, never to ,iew the So.. . ereignty of
God as though this word imported what we generally understand by
arbitrariness. God ·is sovereign, bnt never capricious; Hc acts in the
title of His own will, bnt never-if we did but know it, for it cannot
be otherwise-without perfect regard to every other consideration of
right that every single case involves, The Perfect Sovereignty of God
is never inconsistent with Perfect vVisdom, Perfect Rectitude, and
Perfect Love.
vVhat it is desired at present to bring out more clearly, however,
is that there is a reserve in the dealings of God "'hich must be referred,.
for the present at least, to His Divine sovereignty, and which is to
us inscrutable and incomprehensible. We have seen that this reserve
is continually made manifest in the dealings of His providence, and
that, even in the brighter revelation of His Word, it continually
appears; but, let us now consider how in His dealings with His people,
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collectively and individually, this "terrible majesty" meets us at
almost every step; and we need it, though we may not realize at all
times that we do so need it. As when Jesu;g would wash Peter's feet,
and Peter was unwilling that his feet should be washed beca\lse he
l·ealized not their need of washing, the only answer that could be given
to him was, " What I do thou knowlBt not now; but thou shalt know
hereafter" (John xiii. 6, 7). His spirit neede::l the loving discipline
imposei by the reserve of his Lord; and, although he doubtless
thought that it might have been kinQer, ani even be,ter for him, th \t
the Lord should have told him why such wil:shing Wil:S 113ceSS:lry; and
he nuy have wondered, may, possibly, have become impltient at the
reserve that withheld the answer to his question, how easily we can
nolV see that, at the moment, he was not fitt3d to kno;v more. So,
too, with the disciples when, just before the Lad's ascension, they
askad of Him, saying, "Lord, wilt Thou at this time res~ora again the
kingdom to Israel 1" and recei ved the raply, "It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath appointed in His
mm authority" (A.cts i. 6, 7).
How these histories remind us of m1.ny of the incdents, and, perhaps,
How constantly the
some of the emergencies of oar own lives!
question, "Why is this 1" rises to our lips. And even if by grace
we are able to restrain the murmuring, possibly even the rebellion,
which is ready to rise, we are often unable altogether to stifle the
longing wish. that we might know what the sovereign authority of God
sees fit to withhold. But, for the present, it must be so; nor can we
know the reason why. It is part of the necessary disr.ipline of our
souls, part of the education which is fitting us, in the temper and spirit
{)f our minds, for the perfect service of the Father's house on high,
that, lit present, we should know "in part," and continually humble
ourselves under thi~ sovereign authority, this "terrible majesty" of
the Divine reserve, which meets us at almost every step. Let us be
sure th.at it is best so. Peter did not know all that was in the
mind of the Lord Jesus, but he did know the character of his Lord,
His wisdom that aad never been at fault, His love that had never
failed, His graciousness that had never been wearied; and so he might
have been gladly willing to trust, even where he could not trace, the
reason of the words of sovereign authority which withheld from him
the knowledge he desired.
And so may it be with us. :May the soveraignty of God 'be to us
a source of practical comfort. :May it soothe our spirits, humble
our souls, calm our fears, and restrain every unholy lo.lging after
that which is wisely withheld, as we pass from point to point, from
problem to problem, of the path that we have to walk by faith.
Let us remember that there is a day before us when we shall know
the reason for every disappointment, the needs-be for every pain,
the explanaticn of every problem, the answer to every mystery that
casts a shade of sorrow, or a gloom of great darkness, it may be,
athwart our path. There is a day coming which will give us perfect
knowledge at the same time that it will confer perfect faculties to
receive that knowledge, and when we shall ktnw, l1')t merely as 'I'e
IT
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al'e known of God, but as we were known (which the words of the
1st Epist.1e to the Corinthians xiii. 12, properly translated, express)
at the time, and in the circumstances, of past "experiences on earth.
Then all will be clear. Then we shall study every problem in the
unclouded light of heaven, far removed from the perturbing influences
of earthly change; then shall we linow why every unanswered prayer
was not answered, or, rather, how it was answered in ways that we
neither expected beforehand, nor recognized, perhaps, when the answer
came.
Then shall we gladly acquiesce in the sovereignty which
withheld knowledge while as yet premature, but gave it, a,t last in
such a way as to call forth a louder, deeper note of praise. The
glory of God will cease to be "terrible majesty," because the reason
of that majesty of reserve will then be seen.
Ill. Let us briefly consider how these thoughts may prove ot
practical value in the daily discipline of our present lives. If we
fully appreciate the meaning of the great text in Job which we
have been considering, will it not bring an intelligence, a calmness,
a simplicity, a trustfulness, a preparedness for the unknown future,
into our soull; 1 Will it not train us more in that spirit of childlike
humility which is the primary condition of all blessing, of all real
learning, of all true obedience and fruitful walking with God 1 The
"terrible majesty" of God will not terrify us, though it may fill LlS
with deep reverential fear, according to the words of 1 Peter i. 17,
"And if ye call on the Father [notice the great force of the word
"Father "-the relation imported in this word take!! away all slavish
fear from the text], who without respect of persons j udgeth according
to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear."
How many a trial would be lightened if we knew the reason for it"
and the end that was designed for our good! How many tears
would have been saved in the household at Bethany, if it could but
have been known that the Lord Jesus was remaining away on purpose
that a greater glory might be brought to God by the resurrection
of Lazarus than would have been possible by his being healed. lYe
cannot know in everything the reasons why God deals with us as He
does, nor can we adequately know as yet" the end of the Lord" in
these things. Upon such knowledge there is imposed a silence, and
we must recognize the majesty of its reserve. But we can trust
Him who is silent as to some things, for we know that He has brokeu
the silence as to others with words of nntold sweetness and blessing
for our sinful souls: "God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). "He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things 1" (Rom. viii. 32.)
Let us seek, then, to manifest our submission to the Sovereign
Majesty of God in the reserve that He maintains as to many of His
dealings with us, by receiving them in a spirit of mce and
revennce. Let us remember how great God is and how little we
are j how wise, and we how foolish; how good., and we how evil. Nor
is there bitteJ ne,s in this- such fear is not slavish fear; and the more
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it is cultivated in the soul, the more will that holy wisdom follow of
which the fear of the Lord is the beginning, yea, the principal part.';;'
Let us not be hasty to reply against God. When Martha heard of
the Lord's approach, she went and met Him, Mary sat still in the
house; the oue hastened to receive her Lord with a loving welcome,
the other tarried with a deeper experience, perhaps, of reverential
waiting upon Him, till the words were spoken, "The Master is come,
and calleth for thee." So should it be with us. Silence before God
-a grace not easily attained-is one that we should seek more and
more.
"Only [exclusively] my soul is. silent [waiting] upon God"
(Psalm lxii. 1).
And, if there be such awe and reverence, should there not be also
unfeigned submission in the attitude of our hearts towards the Lord in
His unknown and incomprehensible dealings of mystery with our souls1
By submission, I do not mean that acquiescence which would say,
" I consent that it should be so, because I cannot alter the facts,"
but that intelligent and loving submission-oh, what an attainment of
Divine grace is this I-which should say, "Thy will be done because it is
best, although I know not how it should be best; yet, not my will,
but Thine be done." Nill", this experience is one which can never be
rightly traced by our fellows; none but He who knows the heart, arid
can feel all its bitterness of woe, can tell what its real aspect is towards
Him; yea, indeed, oftentimes we know it not rightly ourselves. Much
need therefore have we to cultivate the spirit of submission-the truly
broken will that cab say, "Thy will be done, because it is best," if in the
great emergencies of sorrow and distress we are to be calm and
trustful, and able, even though with tears, to submit to the mysterious
wisdom that is dealing so strangely with our souls. Faith, though at
its beginning it may be but as "a grain of mustard seed," is intended
to grow and develop in our hearts and lives; and it is only a developed
faith which will be able, in the midst of circumstances of deep trial, to
recognize that it is God who is dealing with us, and to give Him the
glory that is due.
In conclusion, let me say that these considerations are well fitted to
confirm our souls in that faith and patience both of which are so
needful to a practical realization of this subject. And here let us
remember that not only do faith and patience both increase and
develop by exercise, but that the trial of our faith worketh patience.,
and (such) patience in turn worketh experience (that is, experience of
God-personal knowledge of God)-" and experience, hope" (Rom.
v. 3-4). Faith which has once learned to know God knows that ~e
is; that He exists; that He is unchangeably the same when veiled b'y
the darkness as when revealed in the light. Faith knows that the
eternal sun shines unchanged, and unchangeably, behind the grey
skies of sorrow, as when it beams radiantly out of a cloudless heaven.
But faith is not sight, and there is a discipline that is needed if its fun
exercise is to be attained. This discipline is most felt in times when
* See Psalm cxi. 10. The Hebrew word tra.nslated "beginning" is rendered
in Proverbs iv. 7, "principal thing," and in Psalm cv. 36, "the chief."
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our souls are ready to fail before the apparent silence of our God,
when He seems to have departed from us, and we know not where to
find Him.
"As How'rs' need night's cool :darkness,
The midnight and the dew;
So Christ from one who loved it
His shining ort withdrew:
And then for cause of absence
My troubled soul I scann'dBut glory, shadeless, shineth
In Immanuel's Land."
"When the sense of feeling is for the time lost," said a much tried
saint of God, " then it is faith to go out upon the fact." And such
strengthening of faith worketh patience of necessity, for by faith alone
does the soul endure "as seeing Him who is invisible." Thus is it in
the presence of reserve, in the presence of mystery, in the presence
of silence upon the part of God, where we might have looked for an
early response to our prayer and our yearnings, that faith is developed,
and our souls trained in patience.
"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways. past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord 1 or who hath
been His counsellod Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be
recompensed unto~ him again 1 For of Him, and through Him, and
to Him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom.
xi. 33-36). Thus we see how the Majesty of Divine Reserve filled the
soul of the Apostle, not with bitterness, but with reverent trust and
holy adoration. How unsearchable are Thy judgments, and Thy ways
past finding out! His spirit rebelled not at the mystery whose darkness stretched out before his eyes, but he looked beyond it to the
perfect knowledge of God's dealings as to a distant Land of Promise,
its mountain tops touched already by the rising beams of that Sun of
Glory before whose radiance all darkness shall flee away. May
we, too, be able to anticipate, as he did, that day of perfect light.
" , A little while,' 'mid shadow and illusion,
To strive by faith love's mysteries to spell,
Then read each dark enigma's clear solution,
And hail light's verdict: •He doth all things well.' "
C. Y. B.
THE flesh remains the same after regeneration as it was before, no
alteration takes place in its nature for the better. Sin, which dwells
in the saints, is not less vile and sinful than it heretofore was; the old
man is not amended by the creation of the new man. I hope none
will mistake me on this subject; I do not say that the heart is not
made better, for tbat certainly is, by the implantation of a holy principle in it; but what I say is this, that the flesh or indwelling sin is
not made better; its-nature is still what it was, though deprived of its
dominion in the Bout-Brine.
.

THE VERY REY. WILLIAM GOODE, D.D ..
La,re Dean of Ripon.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE DEAN GOODE, D.D.
WE this month introduce a portrait of the late truly Evangelical and
Protestant Dean of Ripon-Dr. Goode-as supplying a very interesting
link between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in their relation
to the great revival of spiritual religion in England, with which the
name of the Rev. William Romaine was so closely and blessedly
associated.
The late Dean Goode was born in 1801, on the 10th of November,
the anniversary of the birth of the great Reformer, Martin Luther. His
father was the Rev. William Goode, Rector of St. Ann's, Blackfriars,
and St. Andrew's-by-the-Wardrobe, London, the successor and former
curate of the Hev. William Romaine. Indeed, the funeral service at
St. Ann's, on the occasion of the burial of that faithful servant of
Christ, was conducted by Mr. Goode. Referring to that memorable
and sorrowful incident, Mr. Romaine's biographer and friend, the Hon.
and Rev. W. B. Cadogan, writes: "The funeral service wa.s performed
by the Rev. Mr. Goode to a very numerous and affected audience"
weeping not for him who was at rest from his labours, but for'
themselves and for their children, who had lost the benefit of them.'"
Mr. Goode was a worthy follower of his honoured predecessor at St.
Ann's, as his extant theological works bear witness, especially his,
incomparable "Essays on All the Scriptural Names and Titles of'
Christ," comprising six volumes of nearly 500 pages apiece. Realed
under the gracious influence of such a father, William, the subject of
our sketch, imbibed intelligently and sympathetically the spirit of
God's truth.
His convictions were deep and permanent.
He was
educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was first in
Classics in 1822. He was ordained to the ministry of Christ in 1825,
and ten years later was presented by the then Prime Minister-Lord
Melbourne-to the Rectory of St. Antholin, Watling Street. From
this charge he removed in 1849, on his being presented, by the
Archbishop of Cant€rbury, to the Rectory of Allhallows the Great
with Allhallows the Less; Thames Street. On the death of Archdeacon
Hollingworth, in 1856, the Lord Chancellor preferred him to the
Rectory of St. Margaret, Lothbury, which charge he held up to 1860,
when he was nominated to the Deanery of Ripon. He was Warburtonian Lecturer from 1853-57.
Dean Goode was not only a highly gifted ex;:,ositor of the Holy
Scriptures in the pulpit and a powerful platform speaker, but his
prolific pen has bequeathed to us a wealth of literature on theological
and controversial subjects, by which he has placed the Protestant
Church he nobly served under a debt of permanent obligation. His
work" The Divine Rule of Faith and Practice" is a lasting monument
to his learning, piety, and intellectual parts. For, it gathers into
focus the best opinions of the best of men in all ages, on the veracity,
authority, and infallibility of God's written Word, and will-by the force
of its inherent merits--outlive the tomes with which, alas, the so-called
"Higher Critics" are inundating the Church of England.
The position and influence of the late Dean Goode, on the side
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of God's truth, were very remarkable. In him our national Reformed
Church possessed a champion of the highest spiritual order and of the
ripest learning. We have already referred to the rapid preferment
which the statesmen of the period-men to be widely and happily
differentiated from their leading successors-conferred upon him. And
while we are noting this pleasing fact, another, and one which still
more forcibly testifies to the same point, may be adduced.
It appears that it had been the" ~ettled determination of Mr.
Disraeli (afterwards Earl of lleaconsfield), when Prime Minister, to
nominate Dr. Goode to Queen Victoria for the Bishopric of Peterborough, whidl was vacant at the date of the sudden death of the
faithful Dean. The following characteristic letter, addressed by Mr.
Disraeli to the late Bishop Bickersteth-who had apprised the Prime
Minister of the unexpected decease of the Dean-discloses the great
statesman's wise intention, while it also affords striking evidence of his
own Protestant convictions.
MR. DrsRAELI'S LE'l'TER TO BISHOP BICKERSTETH.

Hughenden Manor, August 1jth, 1868.
My dear Lord,-lour letter of the 13th instant ga,e me a great
shock. You will fuliy comprehend this when I tell you in confidence
that, being forced to consider within the last few days, unhappily,
the probability of a vacancy on the Bench (that of Peterborough),
which you yourself adorn, I contemplated advising our Queen to
nominate the Dean of Ripon to the See, which·would have been, in that
event, at Her Majesty's disposal. It is therefore unnecessary for me
to assure your Lordship that you need be under no apprehension that
in the appointment of his successor, I shall not be illfluenced by the
represelltations which you have made to me. I am myself bound up
with no party in the Church. I frankly admit that my bias, years
ago, was to High Church principles, which I held not only to be
consistent with the principles of the Reformation, but their best safeguard and security.
The secession of Dr. Newlllan, howe,er, and
his friends, very much affected me in this respect, and I have ever
laboured sillce to induce moderate men of both parties to act together
against the combined efforts of disguised Jesuits and avowed infidds.
Ii should feel very much obliged to your Lordship if, in confidence,
you would indicate to me any men who, not only from their
Protestant principles, but their becoming learning, knowledge of mankind, and administrative power, would be fitting in your opinion for
the Prelacy. No one is more impressed than myself with the present
critical state of affairs, both for the Church and the nation. It cannot
be exaggerated. But, whatever may. happen, I wish to have the consolation that, in a responsible position, I have, under Divine Providence,
done my utmost to maintain the true interests of the Church of
England.
I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord, yours faithfully,
B. DISRAELI.
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Would that England to-day possessed a Prime Minister whose
loyalty to God, to the national Church, and to the nation itself
emulated that of Mr. Disraeli!
While we thus write, however, it
occurs to us to ask, where can a Protestant scholar like Dean Goode
now be found, equally eligible to take charge of a Diocese, at a crisis
when traitors in both Church and State hold the hio-hest offices 1
The enlightened Protestantism of the late Dean was the result of a
deep conviction that the Church of Rome forms the o-reatest of all
impediments to the slJread and maintenance of the Go~pel of Christ,
and i~ the most inveterate antagonist of civil and religious liberty. He
looked beyond the confines of the national Church ll:Il~ recognized as
brethren.in the Lord all who loved his Divine Master in truth and
sincerity.
It was a wise sayino- of his that "to none have the
principles which first dawned UPOl{' this land at the Reformation been
of greater value than to the Nonconformists." It was in the light of
this well-authenticated fact that he wrote and published his unanswered and unanswerable treatise, "Rome's Tactics; A Lesson for
England from the Past." In the course of this masterly historical
work he shows that the great object of Popery since the Reformation
has been to subvert and ruin Protestant Churches and States by dissention and troubles caused by disguised Popish agents. By carefullyauthenticated references to State and other documents, he proves that
in the seventeenth century not only was the Church of England but
the Protestant Nonconformist Churches also infested with the presence
in their pulpits of disguised Papists who played the role of Protestant
pastors and teachers, the occult design of which was to create discord
between the various religious denominations, and so to bring about a
reaction in favour of the Papacy.
Perhaps our readers will best
appreciate the purport of Dean Goode's powerful exposure of Jesuit
conspiracies in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and also be
able to trace in them the counterpart of what is transpiring in England to-day, if we quote a few opening passages from" Ron'le's Tactics."
The learned author says :-" The subversion of Protestantism has been
the great object to which the efforts of the Church of Rome have
been directed, from the Reformation in the sixteenth century to the
present day. And the mode in which it has been sought to accomplish this object has been suitable to the character of that corrupt
system for whose defence it was required. As soon as a purer form
of faith and worship had taken such firlll root in Europe that no
hope remained of extirpating it by direct persecution, the resolution
was immediately taken at Rome to attempt its destruction, in the
countries where it prevailed, by so"ing the seeds of dissension among
its adherents, chiefly by sending among them teachers of all kinds of
false and antagonistic views and doctrine, both civil and ecclesiastical,
and thus producing a state of moral confusion in the country, and
preventing any harmonious action in Church or State. Rome clearly
saw that there was no surer way of preventing the growth and
influence of that teachin~ that threatened her very life. So far as
she could secure mutual hostility among- the various Protestant Communions, and especially internal discord, so far would their power to
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,propagate those all-important doctrines of the Christian faith, the light
of which God had through their means filstored to the world, revealing
the true character of the religion of the Church of Home, be paralysed.
And the hope was cherished, that when a state of disquiet and
dissension had been produced, the voice of the Church of Home would
be rec.oglllsed as alone able to restore peace, and by its authority
terminate the strife.
"For the accomplishment of this purpose no mode of action has
been more in favonr with that corrupt politico-ecclesiastical body than
the employment of disguised agents playing a double part and carrying
on secret operations for the purpose of producing confusion and
discord, and consequent ruin, in Protestant Churches and States. Dispensations have always been freely to be had at Rome for the assumption of any character, and the persecution of any scheme of hypocris::>
fraud, or even violence, by which Protestantism was likely to suffer,
and the interests of the Church of Rome might be promoted. So
little, however, is generally known of the artifices of Rome in this
resped-artit1ces to which, it must be recollected, we are quite a"
much exposed at the present day as at any former period-the.t I
think it may be useful to bring before the public a few e,idenccs
of the nature of her practices in tltis respect, dra"ll from the experience
of former times. vVe are indebted, of course, for all the knowledge
we have on the subject to the occasional and fortuitous discovery of
particular cases, which, notwithstanding the studious efforts at concealment, have through some peculiar contingency come to light; from
which, however, our conclusions as to the course deliberately and
systematically pursued by Home are inevitable. I shall confine myself,
in the following pages, to what has taken place in this country; and
limit the evidence adduced so as to bring it "ithin the compass of
those who are too much engaged to read larger works. And I belie,,,,
it to be of vital importance to the best interests of Great Britain, both
in Church and State, at the present time, that the dangers to "jJich
a Protestant country is exposed from this cause should be known.
That the present state of things among us is greatly due to thp.
presence of innumerable Homish emissaries, many of them "Ol'king'
under various disguises, and using hali-hearted and ill-informed and
weak Protestants as their tools, can hardly be denied by any onc
well-informed on such subjects. One testimony may suffice for pl'oof.
Some years since, an eminent foreign statesman [the Marquis
D'Ageglio] .stated to one [the late Earl of Shaftesburyl from "hom
I had the information, ' We have got rid of the Jesuits as far as
human power will enable Government to get rid of such a bocjy of
men, but England is swarming with them, and before long you ,,-ill
feel the effects of their presence.'
The following pages "'ill ~lJo"
what those effects arc. And if the circumstances of the times may
give a less sanguinary character to some of those effects than they
have had at some former periods, it must be remembered that their
object is the S3-me; the re-establishment of a system of anti-Christian
superstition, in which the religion of Christ is turned into blind submission to a human priesthood, the spiritual worship of the Gospel
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Dispensation exchanged for a sensuous ceremonialism, and the consciences of men are enslaved to the dictates of one whose claim to
infallibility is justly punished by his being permitted to lapse into
errors and follies which the common sense of mankind repudiates.
I shall give the evidence in chronological order. In 1549 the following
letter was sent to the Bishops of Winchester and Rochester. It was
found by Sir Henry Sidney among Queen Mary's papers. ' Edward,
son of Henry, the heretic King of England, by his crafty and politic
Council hath absolutely brought in heresy, which if not by art or
other endeavours speedily ov~rthrown and made infamous, all other
foreign heretics will unite with your new heresies now amongst yourselves lately planted, and so have bishops as you have; and· it is the
opinion of our learned men now at Trent that schisms in England
by Edward's Council established will reclaim all the foreign sects
Wlto their discipline, and thereby be one body wlited. For Calvin,
Bullinger, and others have wrote unto Edward to offer their service
to assist and unite, also to make Edward and his heirs their chief
defender, and so have bishops as well as England; which if it comes
to pass that heretic bishops be so near and spread abroad, Rome and
the clergy utterly falls. You must therefore make these offertures of
theirs odious tQ Edward and his Council. Receive N. S. and E. L.
from Rotterdam; their lessons are taught them; take you their parts,
if checked by the other heretics; for these be for re-baptising, and
not for infant baptism. Their doctrine is for a future monarchy upon
earth after death, which will please the ordinary kind well, and
dash the other that rageth now amongst you. Reverend fathers, it
is left to yOIl to assist, and to those you know are sure to the
Mother-Church. From Delph, the 4th Ide of May, anno Christi, 1549.
D.G.'
Sir H. Sidney says that he showed this letter to Queen
Elizabeth, 'at the sight whereof she was startled, the letter being
amongst her sister's papers, which caused h~r to express these very
words :-1 had rather than a year's revenue, that my brother Edward
and his Council had seen this letter; nay rather than twice my
revenue I had seen it sooner.' And in connection with this remark
of Queen Elizabeth, which clearly showed how she believed herself
to have been misled by similar practices, we may observe the
remarkable testimony of Bishop Bm'net, in a sermon which he
preached in 1688 before· the House of Commons. 'Here suffer me to
tell you,' he s!tys, 'that in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign
our adversaries saw no hopes of retrieving their affairs, which had
been spoiled by Queen Mary's persecution, but by setting on foot
divisions among Protestants upon very inconsiderable matters.
I
myself have seen the letters of the chief bishops of that time, from
which it appears that the Queen's stiffness in maintaining some cerelllonies flowed not from their Councils, but from the practices of SOllle
disguised Papists.' In a Bull of Pope Paul the Third is granted the
following indulgence :-' Whereas we find the heretics now concord in
the administration of the sacrament of the body of Jesus, we grant
full remission of sins to those our sons of our Mother-Church that shall
stop or hinder their union amongst heretics.' "
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Fur~her, the Dean quotes at length from" Iustructions " "hich were
sent, III 1551, from the Council of Trent to the Jesuits in Paris,
illustrating the Papal methods pursued by Rome to deceiye
Protestant Christians and set them against one another :-" Ye are
not to preach all after one method, but to observe the place wherein
you come. If Lutheranism be preyalent, theu preach Calvinism; if
Calvinism then Lutheranism; if in England, then either of them, or
John Huss's opinions, Anabaptism, or any that are contrary to the
Holy See or [of] St. Peter, by which your function will not be
suspected, and yet you may still act on the interest of the MotherChurch; there being, as the Council are agreed on, no better way
to demolish that Church of heresy but by mixtures of doctrines
and by addiug of ceremonies more than be at present permitted.
Some of you who undertook to be of this sort of heretical Episcopal
Society, bring it as near to the Mother-Church as yOli can; for then
the Lutheran party, the Calvinists, the Anabaptists, and other heretics
will be ayerse thercunto, and thereby make that Episcopal heresy
odious to all these, and be a means to reduce all in time to the
Mother-Church."
Who can 'read these historical records, brought to light by Dean
Goode, and fail to identify their counterpart in ecclesiastical quarters
at this yery hour? ""Ye are glad to state that a ne" edition of
"Rome's Tactics" (making 50,000 copies) has been published by the
devotedly Protestant widow of Dean Goode, and may be had of
Messrs. J. Nisbct and Co., Berners Street, London, price threepence.
Eyery English Protestant should carefully study this most remarkable
exposure of the unscrupulous intrigues of the Pope and his Jesuit
agents. Many of the author's observations, made 40 years ago, read
like prophecies, in their bearing on the passing eYen!s of this year,
1902.
We should like to see a complete and cheap reprint of the
whole of the learned Eyangelical and Protestant Dean's innluable
works, and copies placed in ~ll our public libraries and other literary
institutions, for it "ouid be difficult to find any similar modern
encyclopredia of Biblical and Protestant literature.
When, on August 13th, 1868, the suddcn death of this truly great
and good man was announced to the country, it was felt by the
Christian world at large that a prince indeed had fallen in Israel, and
that a yeteran champion. of God's truth had laid down the weapons
of a noble conflict. Oh, for other such faithful, fearless, earnest witTIlE EDITOR.
nesses for the cause of Christ!

HE who does anything as a term or condition to entitle himself to
the fayour of God, and thc hope of eternal life, is not ashamed to dig,
but is too proud to beg.-Mason.
A SPIRITUAL mind sees more glory, matchless grandeur, and un·
paralleled beauty and loyeliness in the supper of the Lord, than in
the grandest entertainment of the most pnissant monarch upon
earth.
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'strm.ons an» i.ofts .0£ cSum.ons.
THE MORE THAN PARENTAL LOVE OF GOD.
By THE LATE REV. F.

W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.

"Bt.t Z,ion said, The Lord hath fonaken me, and my Lor'd hath
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her' st.cking child, that she should not
have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may for'get, yet
1vill I not fm'get thee. Behold, I have gr'aven thee upon the palms of
My hands " thy walls an contimwlly befor-e 11£e;"-IsAIAH xlix. It-16.

WHAT a saying of God is this! What an exceeding great and precio us
promise! It is a fruit tree by a fountain in the wilderness; where
many a pilgrim has, from age to age, shaken off the golden fruit for his
refreshment: neither does its leaf wither; but it thrives and blooms,
and bears abundantly unto this hour. Shake it only, 0 troubled soul,
and it will yield thee a rich supply. Let us noticeI. ZION'S BUILDING.
Il. ZION's COMPLAINT.
Ill. GOD'S PROMISE.
1. "Zion" here signifies the true Church; born from above, by water
and the Spirit. Elsewhere she isc'111ed Jerusalem; and very frequently
is she spoken of as a city or building. Thus, St. Peter saith, "Ye also,·
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house." A very expressive
and comprehensive similitude of the true Church.
If we inquire, first, who is her Bt.ilder? we find that there is but One
who can properly be called by this name. The Founder of the true
Church is He by whom God made the worlds; therefore she is called
"The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel" (Isaiah Ix. 14).
The plan of Zion's building is older than the world itself. Before the
foundations of the earth were laid, it was designed and drawn out in
the everlasting purpose of 'God. Its height, and depth, and breadth,
and length, were all accurately laid do\vn; the time for its completion
was minutely predetermined; its very stones were numbered, and the
places appointed where they should be hewn and fashioned. Nearly
six thousand years ago did the blessed God commence the building,
and it is going on at this day exactly after the original plan. The
Lord buildeth up Zion, and He bllildeth alone; absolutely and entirely
alone; no stranger can dare to put a hand to the work. ·Whenever
He uses any of us as His under-builders, He first makes us sensible
of our own weakness; the excellency of the power is of Him, and not
of us. When experience has taught us, that of ourselves we can do
nothing; when, like Jacob, we are obliged to halt upon the shrunk
limb which God has touched, then only will He make use of us. He
who will have the temple to be built unto His own glory, He alone
will be the Builder. He is jealous for the glory of His holy
name.
If we inquire concerning the Foundation of the true Church, an
Apostle meets us with an answer: "Other foundation can no man lay
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than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
The God·Man is the
Foundation. If any other Christ be professed, than He of whom the
Baptist cried, " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world j " if the only Blood-surety be wanting, with His allsufficient sacrifice, with that blood which cleanseth from all sin, there
may indeed be what is called a Chp.rch, but it can be no KVp'a/WV. no
house of the Lord. The true Church is built upon Christ; not merely
as He is a good man; not merely as He deserves the character which even
Pilate could not but recognize in Him, saying, " I find no fault in this
man;" nor only upon such a Christ as infidel philosophers and mere
men of taste can very well consent to, but upon the whole and entire
Christ of God: who, though" to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to
the Greeks foolishness, is, unto them who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God."
If now we consider the Building itself, it consists of stones, and of
lively stones. Stones indeed all of us are by nature: hard and cold
stones, dead to spiritual life, and settled and fixed in the earth by our
own heaviness and inertness. How many have sat for years under the
Gospel, like the" children sitting in the market-place;" to whom it
may equally be said, "We have piped unto you, and ye ha,e not
danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented!"
The rain, the sunshine, the storm, and the lightning, have, from time
to time, descended upon them; but still they remain as ever, hard,
~nsensible, and unchanged. Is not this the quality of rocks and stones ~
But, God be thanked, that "He is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham;" and it is such very materials, rough and refractory as they are, that God has selected for the building of His
spiritual temple, that the greatness of His power and wisdom might be
manifested. It is not of the holy angels and archangels, nor of all the
company of heaven; neither is it of the fallen angels, those once bright
morning-stars, that He constitutes the building of Zion; but it is of
the children of fallen Adam, who ,,,ere perishing in spiritual death and
n:isery. He who has undertaken e,ery concern of this building, has
made it His own special work to bring forth and qualify the stones for
it. His evangelists, and the ministers of His Word, who are styled
"workers together with Him," cannot, of themseh-es, loosen and bring
off a single pebble from its native bed, except He speak the ,Yord by
their mouth, and wield the hammer in their hand. Then is fulfilled
what He Himself declares, "Is not My Word like as a fire, and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces 1" (Jer. xxiii. 29).'
The" operations" of the great Master-builder are not uniform, but
marked by "diversity." Some stones are separated from their quarry,
and brought off by a preparatory process, in a gradual and gentle
manner. Thus a Martha, a Mary, a Lazarus, and others like them,
are gently dislodged from earthly attachments, and fitted at length
for the Lord's service; while over a Peter, a ~icodemus, and others, a
power is exercised, which is more instant and imperative. ~thers,
again, are shivered from their worldly holds, as by an exploslOn of
rocks. Such was the case of Saul on his way to Damascus, and that
of the jailor at Philippi. A report is beard, and the hard stone is
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at once disengaged. But when may one be truly said to be thus
disengaged 1 At that moment, my brethren, when he finds himself a
poor, lost sinner, a ruined debtor, sensible that he has nothing to pay;
a penitent mourner· over his own moral destitution. Then is he
loosed indeed. God hath broken him away, and he is become
quite another man, as compared with those who remain embedded in
the elements of the world; he is become a "lively stone," awakened
to reflection, and crying out unto God. Such a stone the great
Master-builder takes in charge, causes it to be fashioned to His mind
with the hammer of His Word, and polished with the grinding of
tribulation. Thus He builds it into the structure of His temple, on
Christ, the sure Foundation, and secures it with the cementing and
uniting virtue of that lively faith which is of His own operation.
There Rhall be holy "stones set up in his land," saith the Prophet
Zechariah (ix. 16); and the Lord, by Ezekiel, speaks even of Tyrus
as "set upon the holy mountain of God, and walking among stones
of fire" (Ezek. xxviii. 14).
If we closely inspect the building, we find the lively stones admirable for their unity, evenness, and mutual conformity. From whatever
quarter of the world they may have originated, whether from Europe
or Asia, from nations white or black, from savage wilds or cultivated
regions, they are no sooner builded together into this "habitation of
God through the Spirit," than they are all alike and uniform. Every
one of them appears sprinkled with blood; all of them are dark in
the world's eyes, and darker in their own; but in the eyes of God,
they are pure as lilies, and white as snow. They are, one and all,
contrite souls, humbled persons, pilgrims and strangers in the earth;
having no continuing city here, but seeking that which is to come.
They are all sufferers in this world, "groaning within themselves, and
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of their body."
They are all saved; but it is by hope: they are happy; but it is
in hope. They are but one body, and one Spirit, having been" called
in one hope of their calling." They have one Lord, who can
command them from the cross; one God and Father of all, who
hath reconciled them unto Himself, through the blood of the Lamb.
They have one faith; for they all seek their life out of themselves
in Christ. They have one baptism, namely, that into the death of
the Second Adam. Such is the unity of the true Church. It is a
perfect unity in essentials, and in its nature; but contains the most
manifold variety in its forms and gifts. "Of Zion it shall be said,
All kinds of people are born in her," sings David (Psalm lxxxvii. 5,).
They are all born of God; here is their unity: but in themselves
they are every variety of people. "Behold," saith the Lord unto His
Church (Isaiahliv. 11), "I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay
thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of
agates, and thy gates of carlmncles, and all thy borders of pleasant
stones."-- Precious stones are they all, and their variety sets off their
beauty. Of one, hope may be his prevailing characteristic; of another,
seraphic love; a third, simple, childlike humility; a fourth, clear in
wisdom and knowledge. Some are contemplative, and retiring within;
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others are apostolical, and active abroad. Some are babes in Christ;
others are young men or fathers in the Lord. Some have been drawn
to Chri~t in one way, others in 'another.

n.

ZION'S COMPLAINT.

We have heard of Zion, the city and dwelling-place of onr God: and
that" the Lord loveth the gates of Zion;' (Psalm lxxxvii. 2). Bnt how
fait,hfully and ardently He love~ her, she herself does not always con
sideI'. Why else that complaint which now comes under our notice:
" Zion saitb, The Lord hath forsaken me j and my Lord hath forgotten
me" (Isaiah xlix. 14). 0 Zion, complain rather of thine own un
believing heart j for if thou would('st believe, thou shouldest seethe
glory of God.
It is acknowledged that circumstances may arise, under which
nothing may appear more just than tbis complaint of Zion. When,
in Noah's time, the earth was filled with violence against the Lord and
against His Anointed, and the people of God had dwindled into one
little family j wben, in the days of the kings of Israel and Judah, the
seed of Abrabam had revolted from Jehovah, and His nominal people
were bowing their knees at the altars of Moloch and of Baal j or \yhen,
in a subsequent period, the king of Babylon trampled with his iron
chariots upon Salem's ashes, and afterwards her n1ighty foe, Antiochus,
set up his abomination of desolation upon J ehomh's altar, and cansed
the holy volumes of revelation to be torn in pieces and scattered to
the winds j when, in later ages, papal darkness rested upon all the
nations of Christendom j and more recently, when from a darkness of
yet deeper blackness, from a national delusion of infidelity, from a
godless and monstrous perversion of intellect, there arose a cry against
the King of kings, more frantic, if possible, than that ancient one of
"Crucify Him, crucify Him; "-in anyone of these instances, who
could blame the daughter of Zion for hanging her harp npon the
willows, covering herself with mourning as a widow, and giYing \'€nt
to her grief in the lamentation before us, "The Lord bath for3aken
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me " ~
But what are thy feelings in our ow-n day, 0 ,irgin daughter of
Zion1 Tnrly the times to tbee now are pleasant again. ",Ye
behold thee on thy tower as a watcher, suneying and considering
the stability of God's edifice around thee; and lo! it stands
magnificently, and is increasing gloriously. From one quarter of it
and from another, in many directions, thou hearest again the cry
of "Hosanna! Blessed be He that cometh in the name of the
Lord." There is a testimony and a praise re-awakened in the land,
where all was lately sad and still as death; and it is a testimony
concerning Him whom thou lovest. The banner of the Cross is
again unfurled. Vernal beams shine down from behind many a
dark cloud; and gracious showers are descending here and there
upon God's inheritance. Our young men see visions, and our old
men dream heavenly dreams of better things arriving; at all which,
thou canst not forbear to take the harp down once more from the
willows, and to sing to the Lord a new song, as terrible among the
rulers of the darkness ~f this world.
NeTertheless, shall any ask
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thee, "Watcher, what of the night 1 Is it quite passed away 1"
Then wilt thou be obliged to answer, nor canst thou do it without
tears, "The morning cometh: still, as yet there will be night. If
ye inquire already, yet must ye return, come, and inquire again."
Thou considerest how thou art really as yet but as the "worm
Jacob," and as a solitary" cottage in a vineyard." Thou considerest
how as yet the ways of Zion do mourn and lie desolate in a thousand
directions j how her priests sigh, and her virgins are afflicted
(Lam. i. 4). Grid dims thine eyes, with beholding the numberless
bands of hirelings in and out of the pulpit j all of whom are bnsied
everywhere about leading the people astray: avoiding Calvary, and
directing their course to the regions of curse and perdition. Thou
dost sicken at surveying the seduced millions of the flock, who
cannot endure to hear of the Great Shepherd, and are most unaccountably choosing death rather than life. And while thou art
witnessing all this gloom, this thick darkness, in every direction,
what wonder if thy heart almost break, or if that old complaint be
ready again to start from thy lips, "The Lord hath forsaken me, arid
my Lord hath forgotten me!"
But though the Church of Christ do not, as a body, take up such
a complaint as this at present, yet it is too obvious, that, in the hearts
of individual children of Zion, thoughts of the kiud are still awake.
Enongh of this is perceptible in all quarters, to those who are weH
acquainted with God's people, aud have an ear open to their sighs;
so that it is often implied, if not expressed, "The Lord hath forsaken
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." Lo! one poor penitent mourns
apart, smites upon his breast, and cries, "God he merciful unto me a
sinner!" But he has not yet learnt to behold the kindness and love
of God our Saviour j henee he can think of nothing else, but, "The
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." Another
wrestles in hard conflict with sin and Satan; and, however much he
strives to overcome the wicked one, or to subdue his own failings and
corruptions, they still revive, and so prevail, that this soldier of
Jesus Christ, at length, sinks down and cries, "Why am I thus
forsaken 1"
Another sits in the darkness of horrible doubts and
fears, which cause his very limbs to shake. He despairingly doubts
of his stat3 of grace j he doubts about the truth of Christ and His
love; so that his heart is tortured with surmising, "The Lord hath.
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." Another has long
been fainting in the heat of outward tribulation, and still the Lord
delays his deliverance. Meanwhile the enemy triumphs, and suggests,
" Where is now thy God 1" and, alas! his God does not at present
appear for him. The paths of J ehovah still remain in the deep waters,
and He hideth His head in the clouds, so that even the friends of
such an individual may be apt to say, "Surely, if you were sincerely
seeking the Lord, He would not thus afflict you." Hence the poor
sinner begins to despond, and to conclude that the Lord has
indeed forsaken him. Be the occasion, however, what it may, such a
complaint is not unfrequent amongst us. With one and another of us
is it found j in this or that secret chamber, it is even loud at times j
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and not a few, it is to be feared, thus howl upon their beds, with
many a tear and many a wakeful night, when the world is asleep,
and people are in deep slumber about them.
But come hither, ye godly sorrowing and troubled souls-for with
the sorrow ::>f the world that worketh death, we intermeddle notoome hither, and think not that we mean to rebuke you for your
unbelief j this is neither a duty of our office, nor doth the Lord
rebuke you. Do we then undertake to comfort you 1 This also is
beyond our ability. Nevertheless, dear brethren, there is One always
present with us, who is both able and willing to impart to you the
needful consolation. "Thy Redeemer is mighty, the Lord of hosts is
His name." He hath hear~ your cry; He hath seen your tears; and
His tender mercies are over you, His weeping children. Behold, He
is now present in the midst of us. Lift up. therefore, your eyes to
the Lord, and His throne of grace, for the light of His countenance
already shines upon you. Recognize that tender love and compassion
which are even at this moment proceeding from Him. Flee to His
outstretched arms of more than parental faithfulness, and repose your
cares in the ever-wakeful bosom of His "loving mercy and truth."
Yea, and once more hearken to His voice, for He has a special word
addressed to Y01t. It is a word of consolation; a word which can
once for all be the means of transforming your darkness into everlasting noon.
(To he continued.)

" JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU."
GOD gave His dear Son a ransom for US; the Holy One for the transgressors, the innocent for the guilty, the righteous for the unrighteous,
the incorruptible for the corruptible, and the immortal for the mortal.
For what else could cover our sins but "His righteousness" 1 In
whom could we transgressors and ungodly be justified but only in the
Son of God 1 Oh, sweet exchange! Oh, unsearchable contrivance!
that the transgressions of many should all be hidden in oue righteous
Person, and the righteousness of One should justify many transgressors 1 It thus appears that the pardoned sinner's "change of
raiment" is just Christ's righteousness put upon him, imputed to him.
-Justin Mart!Jr.
SINCE God perfectly hates sin, and all His children hate sin, why
does He suffer indwelling sin to remain in them 1 Because God loves
a humble sinner better than a proud saint.-Mason.
JESUS is the Alpha and Omega, and He says, "To him that overcometh I will be his God, and he shall be My son." Jesus, therefore,
is the God of true Christians, and the Father of every true believer.
What saith Isaiah 1 "Unto us a child is born," \I-ha is the mighty
God: "Unto us a son is given," who is the Everlasting Father. A
wonderful name indeed! As His name, such His nature; what He
is called, such He is.-Bmidge.
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PRIESTLY ABSOLUTION.
IF rumour speak correctly, the recently-held Round Table Conference,
convened by the Bishop of London' to deliberate on "Confession and
Absolution," did not arrive at a unanimous opinion on the subject.
The composition of the Conference--the members of which we
announced some time ago-was certainly not such as to inspire the
confidence of loyal Churchmen; for, while the notoriously partizan
President of the Romanizing English Church Union had a ehair
reserved for him--as he had at the previous" Round Table" gatheriug
-the Presidents of the Church Association and the National Protestant Church Union were deliberately excluded. Indeed, no very
pronounced representative of Protestant convictions was allowed a
place in a profe~sedly momentous debate on a question affecting the
faith, morals, and practice of the whole Reformed Communion. We
do not, of course, say, for we do not know, that had Captain Cobham
or :Mr. Cruddas received from Dr. Winn~gton Ingram an invitation
to Fulham Palace to meet Lord Halifax and his Romanizing colleagues,
those trusty 'Protestant leaders would have consented to discuss the
subject of Sacramental Confession and Absolution, as though it were
an open question whether the formularies drawn up by the Revisers
of the Prayer-Book of 1352. had authoritatively excluded the practice.
But, as we have said, no opportunity to speak was allowed the
We
accredited representatives of historical Protestant convictions.
do not express any surprise at the Bishop of London's partisan policy.
It is consistent "ith his well-kno"n antecedents. ""Vhile posing as a
theological Gallio, his Lordship is far from ignoring Evangelical
truth and Protestant principles. He rather makes it perfectly plain
that his attitude towards them is antagonistic, and in this respect he
finds himself in harmony with the majority of his brother Prelates.
The Episcopal bench has become packed with Lord Salisbury's Sacerdotal nominees, and the general policy of the Bishops is to encoul"lge
the Romanizing clergy in their dioceses to leaven the Church with
Popish doctrine, and to familiarise the people with Popish practices.
The Confessional, however, is the priest's stronghold, for therein
he claims to sit in a judicial capacity and to possess the power to
enforce ecclesia~tical pains and penalties on his deluded penitents. H
caunot be too emphatically pointed out that it is at the door of
the clergy rather than at that of the laity that, in this matter
of Auricular Confession, the greater sin lies. The folly of submitting'
to the tyranny of priestly inquisitors, while in itself indefensible, is
yet less culpable than the deceit, imposture, and blasphemy of which
those Anglican clergy are guilty who usurp the Divine prerogatives,
and make pretence of being able to cleanse human souls frOm the
pollution of sin and to secure them from its penal consequences.
In substance, nothing less momentous is claimed by the priest in
absolution than the supernatural power ol.-·judicially regulating the
relations between the human conscience and the Most High Himself.
The arrogance and impiety of such a preposterous claim would, one
I
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might reasonably think, arouse suspicion in the minds of intelligent
laymen, and save them from the degradation of becominO' the victims
of an unscrupulous Priesthood. But, alas! a generatio~ of English
men and women has "now grown up who, from their tenderest years,
were systematically trained in a credulous acceptance of the pernicious
beliefs of Anglican Sacerdotalism, and whose sole hope of salvation
is centred in the ex opere operata virtues of Sacramental Ordinances
-two or seven. '1'he efficacy, or, at any rate, the validity of those
rites is in turn-as we know-made to depend on their being
administered by an episcopally-ordained priest.
A fatal defect in the ecclesiastical position of the Anglican Father
Confessor must, however, here be pointed out. Unlike his Roman
prototype, he is not provided by his Church with any authorized Form
of Absolution for use in the Confessional.
The silence of the
Prayer-Book in this essential particular is eloquent of the groundlessness of the judicial claims of the Anglican priest. That eloquence
becomes increasingly impressive when it is remembered that in the
half-reformed Edwardian Prayer-Book of 1549, when "Auriculer and
Secrete Confession to the .' Prieste ,,, was allowed, a rubric was
appended to the Form of Absolution in the Office for the Yisitation
of the Sick, which ran :-" And the same forme of absolucion seall
shall bc used in all private confessi0ils "; and that in 155:2, when the
Second Prayer-Book of Edward YI. was substituted, and Auricular
Confession ceased to be authorized, that rubric was significantly
expunged, and a declaratory Form of Absolution-to be publidy
used at .Moming and Evening Prayer--was introduced. The change
was deliberate and on principle. Public confession to Almighty God,
Who alone has power to forgive sins, having been uttered by
the congregation, it becomes the duty of Christ's minister to decLue
and pronounce to God's people, being penitent, that "He pardoneth
and absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly belie,e His
holy Gospel." In the repetition of the form of public confession
!l1ade to God, the minister himself-as a sinner also needing Di,ine
forgiveness-is required by the reformed Prayer-Book to take part ~
_cc all kneeling."
And, moreover, in common with his fellow-worshippers, he then partakes of the comfortable assurance conH'yed in
-the declaration of pardon which God has commanded "His minister:; ..
to make, and proceeds to include himself in the appeal: "Wherefore
let ~tS beseech Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy
Spirit, that those things may please Him which we do at this
present: and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and
holy." The gift of pardon for sin is from God alone, but the
publication of the good tidings of His free grace comes through His
'Sent heralds and ambassadors. "How beautiful upon the m\luntains
are the feet" of God's faithful Evangelists, who, like John the
Baptist, are content to point penitent, humble hearts to the Lamb
of God in his twofold aspect of Sin-Bearer and Sacrifice.
The peril of the present hour is, that, bY' means of Round Table
Conferences and other irregular methods devised by the Bishops, the
Scriptural doctrine of the Church of England will be so perverted
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and obscured that the restoration of the· Confessional will become
formally recognized Ly the Church's Rulers.
That prescient Prelate,
Dr. Tait, when Bishop of London, upwards of fifty years ago, faithfully
pointed out the dangerous tendency of the Sacerdotal movement in
connection with the Confessional. His words are, worth recalling. "I
feel myself justified in asserting," said the Bishop in his Charge (1858),
"tLat, as our formularies give no authority for a systematic private
Confession, so a fair-minded student of the great Church of England
divines would not rise from a careful perusal of their writings with
a conviction that our Church has put forth for its Presbyters those
arrogant claims of priestly authority which Protestants justly regard
are the reproach of the ChUl'ch of Rome. But we live now in an
age given to reckless extremes. And I do not hesitate to say that
there is a great danger lest some of our young Clergy especiallyand some also who are old enough to know better, often led away
.by their juniors--claim for themselves priestly rights which are
both alien to the whole spirit of our Church's teaching and have
no warrant whatso:Jver in the Word of God. My reverend brethren,
it is my finn belief that there is danger amongst us lest a mode
of teaching may gain ground which, as it would so exalt the Sacraments administered by the Clergy as to turn them into superstitious
charms, would make the Clergy themselves spiritual despots over
the Laity."
And then his Lordship solemnly proceeded to say,
"You know that, at this moment, a deep alarm pervades the
country lest the habitual establishment of the Confessional, as a
means of priestly influence, may be employed to give men who thus
unduly magnify their office, an influence subversive of the legitimate
exercise by individuals of the duties of the Christian conscience, and
dangerous to the peace of families."
Acting consistently on his
enlighteued convictions, Bishop Tait did not hesitate to take away
the license of one of his Clergy who was proved· to have officially
received persons who made to him private confessions, and granted
them his absolution. With just discernment his Lordship drew the
line between these unauthorized functions and that free pastoral
intercourse which is inseparable from the relations that exist between
the New Testament minister and the members of his flock.
Alas! that the Diocese of London should be deliberately exposed
by its Chief Uuler to-day to the very perils which his predecessor in
the See faithfully exposed and deprecated. The recent Round Table
Conference Oll "Confession and Absolution" threw open its doors to..
the enemies of the true principles of the Church of England, for the
purpose of arriving at a modlls t'ilJendi whereby the odious practice
of A uricular Confession and the anti-Scriptural ordinance of Priestly
Absolution might be recognized and regulated by authority. Thus
the social, national, and religious evils which Bishop Tait foresaw
&nd endeavoUl'ed to obviate are now courted by those who before
God and the whole world have covenanted to "banish and drive
away" whatsoever in doctrine, life, and practice is subversive of the
Faith of the Gospel and injurious to the souls of men.-From the
., English Churchman."
I

~
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CALVINISTIC PROTESTAKT UNION.
hrpORTA!\T~ 'WORK A)IO!\G THE

Yomw.

readers well know in how high estimation we hold the Calvinistiu
Protestant Union. . Its principles represent the only form of Protestantism worth maintaining. The area of its operations is very
wide, embracing all classes, and ages, and Christian denominations.
The object we have in view this month is to direct attention to
the effective educational work the Union is carrying on among the
rising generation by means of Protestant lantern lectures, and the
wide circulation of suitable Protestant literature-books and tracts
brightly written and attractively illustrated.
A large number of
meetings for children have been held this winter, and we introduce

OUR

a characteristic engraving to show how lively is the interest taken,
even in remote country places, by our boys and girls in the sacred
story of the English Reformation. The happy little crowds, wa,ing'
their Protestant books and papers after hearing one of the C.PT.
lectures, represent a meeting lately held in a barn, eight miles away
from a railway station-a barn, because the use of the local schools
had been refused them by the clergyman of the parish. God bless
and prosper the noble work of the C.P.U., and grant to tIle
indefatigable Secretary, Mr. D. Catt (74, Strand, W.C.), both the
health and the funds for the vigorous continuance of this great
Protestant enterprise.
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MULTUM IK PARVO.
A GREAT United Protestant Demonstration will (D.V.) be held on
Tuesday, the 4th inst., at the ltoyal Albert Hall, Kensington, to
protest against any tampering with the Sovereign's statutory Declaration against Popery and the Protestant Coronation Oath; also to
IJrotest against the illegal toleration of Jesuits in the United Kingdom, the immuring of females in convents, and the action of the
Bishops in allowing the ~fass and the Confessional in the Church of
England. The meeting will be held under the auspices of the
London Council of the "lTnited Protestant Societies."
The chair
will be taken at i:30 p.m. by the Right Hon. Viscount Midleton,
supported by Lord Kinnaird, Lord Overtoun, Sir W. Brampton
Gurdon, M.P., Sir B. 'Walter Foster, M.P., Mr. W. Johnston, M.P.,
J>rebendary Webb-Pcploe, Rev. W. It. Mowll, ~r.A., Pastor W. Cuff,
and Mr. Benjamin NicllOlson.
·For tickets application should be
made to the Secretary, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, ';V.C.Considerable interest has been manifested in the new pamphlet by
the Rev. Dr. Wright, or~ ,. The Bible and the Church; or, The
Authority of Scripture not Derived from the Church." The Imperial
Protestant Federation, the Women's Protestafit Union, Mr. John
Kensit, the Church Associatio1J, and others have taken considerable
quantities of these pamphlets, and from various reviews which have
appeared in the public press it is evident that this is regarded as
a contribution of unusual interest on this verv imnortant topic.-A
vcl}' rtnnarkfl,ble speech was deli,ered la;t m~nth by Colonel
Saunderson, M.P., to his constituents, in the Town Hall, Lurgan, in
whicn he poured ridicule on the attempt of the Government to
alter the Royal Declaration, and warned them that any effort to pass
a Romish University Bill would shatter them to pieces, as it' did
Mr. Gladstone's Administration of old.-The London daily Press has not
failed to note the unusual acb-,itv of the various Protestant Societie3
at the present time.
Thus, r;cently, the "Daily Chronicle" had
the following paragraph in its Church columns :-" There is con·
siderable activity among the various Protestant organizations just
now. lS"ot only are several of them preparing to protest at th·]
Church House against the Confirmation of Dr. Gore's election as
Bishop of ';Voreester, but the London Council of United Protestant
::;ocieties is plauning another Albert Hall demonstration, to take
place early next month.
Owing to the announcement that the
question of the King's Declaration is to be revived on the
reassembling of Parliament, the meeting at the Albert Hall will be
asked to protest against allY change being made. And further, ther"
will be resolutions condemning . the Mass and the Confessional in
the Church of· England,' and' the illegal admission of foreign Jesuits:
It is expected that, as at the previous demonstration, all the
Protestant Societies will be represented."-At the London City
Missionaries' New Year meeting, it was reported that the Mission, which
was founded in 1835, and is one or the oldest Home MissioYJ
Societies in the country, bas now attached to it 460 missionaries>-
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whose sphere of operations is the metropolis and its suburbs. TW\Jthirds of the number 'are engaged in ordinary district work, each
visiting on an average 650 families, or 2,900 persons a month; the
remaining. one· third are special missionaries, who are set apart for
work chiefly amongst working men and foreigners. During the pas~
year tIre missionaries paid 246,744 visits to the sick and dying, and
induced 798 families to conmlence family prayer, 6,484 children ;.0
attend Sunday School, and 5,249 persons to attend public worship_
Many thousands of meetings were held, and nearly 5,000,000 religioUb
tracts, and 105,000 Testaments and portions were distributed.-The
Lord's Day Rest Association has issued a New Year's address, giving
many statistics relating to the Day of Rest. The Middlesex County
Council, by 32 votes against 13, refused to issue seven-day music
licenses. The Archbishop of Canterbury, and many leading clergymen
and ministers, have signed a protest against the abuse of the music
licenses sanctioned by the L.C.C. The action of Sir Mark Stewart,
M.P., in Parliament, has put a check to the increase of Sunday sorting
in the Post Office.
The Bishop of Oxford had said that ., the
observance of Sunday was vital to the happiness of the people, an·1
the nation could not trifle with it without incurring grelt perils.'
In many parts of the country the local authorities "ere suppressino:;
Sunday tradi.ig. At Swansea the open shops on Sundays had been
reduced from 288 to 23. At Edinburgh the Town Council had, by
large majorities, refused to sanction Sunday concerts, and in Glasgow
the Corporation, by 29 votes against 10, had declined to open the
museums and galleries on Sundays; yet, in the fact of the expressions
of public opinion, Lord Balfour of Burleigh had used his offici,d
position to open the Edinburgh Museum on Sundays One thousand
and four sermons had been preached under the auspices of the
Association, and 970. of the preachers had received 75,000 copies
of the Association's publications. Many other interest in!! facts ar~
given. Copies of the address will be sent to applicants by ~Ir. Charles
Hill, Secretary, 12, John Street, Bedford Row, London.-The
" 8tandard" correspondent at Rome recently telegraphed to that
paper as follows :-" Viscount Canterbury, who is at present in Rome
for the purpose of discussing certain details relative to the mission
which will represent the Pope at the Coronation of King Ec."ard, ha;;
already had several interviews with dignitaries at the Vatican, MEl
he will next have an audience with the Pontiff himself. I understand
that the mission will arrive in England when the festivities in connectIon 1Vith the Coronation have terminated, following the precedent
which was adopted on the occasion of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria:'
We hope our Protestant M.P.'s will be on the alert in Parliament
regarding tIllS and other similarly important matters.-The total sum
of conversions to Protestantism and Old Catholicism brought about by
the movement of the Pan-Germans, known as the "Los von Rom"
movement, says a Yienna correspondent, in the tb1'ee and a half yean;
since it began, is something over 27,000.
Of these 18,000 hava
become Protestants and 9,000 Old Catholics.-The official statistics
issued by the Roman Catholic authorities of Great Britain for 1902
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sh?w tl~at there has been· an increase in England of nearly 200
prIests III the year, the number last year being 2,837 and this year
3,018. The number of the places of worship last year was 1,536, and
this year it is 1,572. The corresponding figures for Scotland are:
Priests in 1901, 461; priests in 1902, 482; places of worship in
1901, 350; places of wOl'ship in 1902, 354. The. total llUmber of
priests for Great Brit.ain was 3,298 last year, this year it is 3,500;
the total places of worship was 1,886 in 1901; it is 1,926 this year.
Of the clergy, 1,107 are regulars, in whom are included some or
the French priests lately come over from France. It is, however,
evident that the number of the ernigres is not large, as the total
increase in the regulars is only 117--from 990 to 1,107. The Roman
Catholic population of the United Kingdom is estimated at 5,250,00(1.
-By the death of the Rev. Alihur Douglas Wagner, Vicar of St.
Paul's, Brighton, which took place at Brighton last month, the local
interests of the Sacerdotal Party lose a veteran representative and
an iniluential advocate.
Mr. Gladstone was one of his greatest
admirers.
At the time of the Purchas Judgment the reverend
gentleman wrote an open letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury
declaring that he recognized no spiritual authority but that of the
Church, and absolutely refusing to obey the decisions of the J udici'l~
Committee of the Privy Council in ecclesiastical matters. He was
an ardent devotee of the Confessional, and acted in that capacity to
Constance Kent, the "Road" murderess. The service at St. Paul~s
Brighton, have always been of the most advanced Romish character.
The Mass vestments, lighted "altar" candles, the "altar "-ward
position, illegal ritual, and the institution of the Confessional, along
with the boldest· teaching of Roman doctrine, have made the church
a standing reproach to the several Bishops of Chichester who have
had the oversight of St. Paul's during the fifty years of Mr.
Wagner's incumbency. The patronage of the church is vested in the
Vicar of Brighton, who has just been appointed to the Deanery of
Chichester.
PROTESTANT

REFORMATION SOCIETY.-NOTES.

ON a recent Sunday, at the invitation of the Rev. D. Lindsay Johnson,
M.A., the Rev. Dr. Wright preached morning and evening in 'Peldon
Church, near Colchester. In the morning the subject taken was,
"Christ the Only and Eeternal Priest," and in the evening, "Christ
the Present Prophet." The offertories at the dose of both services
were kindly given towards the work of the society. On the Monday
evening Dr. Wright preached a sermon in Peldon Schools, and
took as his subject" Confession and Absolution."
The Very Rev. the Dean of Norwich has kindly consented to
preach the seventy-fifth annual sermon of the society upon a Sunday
in May next. Further particulars as to place and date will be duly
announced.
Mr. Herbert Wolstenholme, the society's missionary a'i; Westonsuper-Mare, continues to render effective services to the Protestant
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cause in that district. During the past month no less than 345 visits
w.ere made to some 690 individuals, four lectures, ten Gospel
meetings, five Bible classes, four controversial classes, and four young
people's meetings, were held during the same period, with an
aggregate attendance of over 3,800. In addition to all this, a prayer
meeting is held every Friday morning in the lecture hall of the
,Y.M,C.A. to pray for a blessing on all Protestant work.
The
society's missionary has led this meeting for the last twelve months,
and during that period the number attending have largely increased.
At the beginning of the year about a dozen used to attend; now
it is difficult to find room for all who come.
The statistics or the Bromley, Beckenham, etc., mission
are very encouraging.
During the few months the nllSSlOn
has been established fully 20,000 publications have been
freely distributed in Bromley, Shortlands, Beckenham,
Kent
House, Penge, and Widmore.
A large number of books
-have also been sold:
A Protestant Educational Class has
been held. Sermons have been preached by the Rev. Dr. Wright
-on two occasions. The largest hall in the town has been filled to
hear lantern lcctures on the Reformation, and it is noteworthy that
at a recent lecture on the Reformation by a Ritualistic clergyman,
in which a violcnt hostile attack was made on that great event,
.another clergyman present rose and bravely defended the Reformers
_and their work.
Another interesting circumstance as showing the
interest aroused in Protestant principles is the fact that the
attendancc at a course of educational lectures held under the auspices
..of the society was greater than at -the lectures delivered on the
Reformation in another part of the town by a strong Ritualistic
-clergyman. Mr. Couch, the society's missionary, has been greatly
-cheered by the sympathy and encouragement gi,en to the work by
·friends in the district.
The work of the society in Tunbridge Wells and MaY£eld presents
many cheering features. At the Protestant classes for young men
and boys there was an aggregate attendance during the past month
of 300. Two lantern lectures were given, 400 persons were ,isited,
a quantity or literature distributed, and four Gospel ser,ices held in
outlying rur:11 districts.

======

A WORD SENT TO THE EDITOR.
NUY you, my dear brother, long be spared (God willing) to retain
and maintain the high and honourable position you hold as the Editor
of the GOSPEL MAGAZIKE, to the advantage of God's dear children in
the furtherance of their faith in the glorious Gospel of God's grace,
to the comfort of Zion's mourners and the confusion of her enemies, so
thfl,t Zion's Lord may be glorified by your monthly pnblication of
grace communications. May your labour or love and love of labour
both increase according to the increase of God in your sonl's experience
of the truth as it is in Jesus, is the -prayer of yours in the best of
bonds,
" A LITTLE ONE."
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«ontsp.onbtnct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Dear Sir,-I was much encouraged by your kind words in this
month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and would gratefully thank you for your
kind wishes and help. How great and glorious is the Lord! His voice
is declared to be powerful and full of majesty, and yet how condescending and how kind He is to poor sinners, to those who feel
their need of Him. Can we desire anything more precious for the
new year than that in this year just commenced we may know more
of Him in His Word, and feel experime'ntally His power more in our
souls, and be more favoured at the mercy seat 1 "For Thou art my
rock and my fortress; therefore for Thy name's sake lead me, and
guide me" (Psalm xxxi. 3).
I am just on the eve of sending a large consignment of precious
truths to various home and foreign stations. Great is the need for
Only this morning I
sound, truthful literature in our day.
received the following from a friend.
In forwarding me some
literature she says: "I am sending a parcel of magazines; although
they are old, the reading is good, and so I' 'hope you will be able
to make use of them. I know our soldiers are very thankful for
anything to read, as I have been asked to send any old papers
and books. I have a son in Africa, to whom I send some reading
every week. May the Lord abtmdantly bless you in your work and
labour of love, for Christ's sake."
The following has reached me from Ireland: "I ha~e received your
kind letter and also the parcel. I beg your acceptance of my hearty
thanks for your continued great kindness to our Mission.
Your
parcels give us great assistance in the Lord's work. I join with you
in praying that God's rich blessing may rest upon the sacred truths
contained in each book and tract."
Yours sincerely,
Campbell Road, Salisbury, January, 1902.
n. E. BRIDER.
AN ASPIRATION.
PRECIOUS Jesus! oh, how dreary
Were our way, but for Thy love;
Light of life! when sad and weary,
Shine Thou on us from above!
Show to us that home of glory,
Where thy sainted ones are blest,
Teach us now to sing the story
Of Thy love which gives us rest.-C. H. S.
GOOD men at the worst may resemble hypocrites, and hypocrites at
the best may resemble good men.
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A MONTHLY HECORD.
A. STRIKING scene was witnessed the other day at Khartoum. During
an official visit there of the Khedive of Egypt, he was taken to the
battlefield of Omdurman, and shown a realistic representation of the
celebrated battle which took place there three years ago. Thousands
of Dervishes, who were so short a time ago our deadly foes, were
gathered together again with banners flying and with shouts and warcries to engage in mimic-but happily not in real-warfare with our
troops, for their shouts were mingled with hearty laughter, and they
evidently considered the occasion to be an amusing and happy one.
What a change has been wrought in this respect in three years' time!
Those formerly deadly foes are now our friends, and numbers of them
have enlisted in the regiments which are commanded by our officers.
Khartoum is being practically re-built, and promises to be a ,ery
important and a distinguished town. The railway extends to it all the
way from Cairo, and in a few years' time it will probably be
extended much further, right into the heart of Africa.
The whole
surrounding district, which was for so long a time desolated with fire
and sword, is now re-cultivated, and inhabited in peace by a prosperous
and an apparently contented people. We earnestly hope that similarly happy results will ensue from the war in South Africa.
THE great railway from the East Coast of Africa to Uganda has at
last been completed, and locomotives can run the whole distance of
582 miles ftom Mombasa to the Yictoria ~yanza on the same set of
metals. The telegraph line has also been completed o,er the same
distance, and the time occupied in the transmission of the first message
from the Victoria Nyanza to London was only about one hour and
a half! It is almost impossible to estimate the changes which this
great work will bring about, and the way in which it will open up
an immense portion of the " Dark Continent." It seems indeed marvellous that a comparatively short time ago Uganda was unknown to
the civilized world, and now it has been brought into direct touch
with it. The journey from the coast to the great Victoria Nyanza
Lake, or lnIand sea, is now shortened from sixty or seventy days to
about two days! and it is possible to travel from Bombay to Uganda
in about fourteen days!
Two Acts of Parliament have come into operation with this opening
year which may have rather far-reaching effects. One has evoked a
good deal of criticism, viz., that which makes it an offence for a
publican to sell intoxicating liquor to any child under the age of
fourteen unless the· liquor be delivered in a corked and sealed vessel.
FOlty shillings will be the penalty for the first offence, five pounds
for the second, and the person who sends the messenger will be held
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liable to the same punishment. It is a small measure, but it is in
the right direction, although it imposes considerable difficulties upon
the publicans. The less children of tender years become familiar with
the interiors of public-houses, especially in towns, the better; and we
hope that the magistrates throughout the country will insist that the
" seal" shall be a genuine one, and that there shall be no evasion of the
spirit of the Act. The other is the Youthful Offenders Act, whereby
children and young pel'80ns under remand or on trial will no longer
be sent to the workhouse or prison, but will be committed to
the charge of " some reliable person" who will be responsible for their
due appearance. The Act, moreover, provides that if the justices are
of opinion that the culprit has been incited to commit the offence by
his or her parents or guardians, they may hold them responsible for
the fine and costs. This law will thus prevent a brand being put
upon a youthful offender before he is act~ally convicted of an offence.
and it ought to have the effect of discriminating between him and any
person who has instigated him to commit the offence.

e--

ONE of the first Acts which the united Legislature of the new
Australian Commonwealth has passed, and which at the time at which
we write is awaiting the King's signature, is to forbid the immigration
of coloured labourers into the great Australian continent, and the
gradual expulsion of those who have immigrated into it. This may
appear at first sight to be a somewhat harsh measure, but it will
really be an immense boon to the poor natives of the South Sea
Islands. For a long time unscrupulous persons llave behaved in a
shameful way to those poor uatives, practically kidnapping them.
inducing them by specious promises to leave their homes and go to
Australia for a specified time, then, having got them there, breaking
their promises, treating them in a brutal manner, and condemning
them to a life of pitiable and hopeless slavery. The Australian sugarplanters are violently opposed to this new Act, affirming that it will
ruin an importuut industry, etc., but the missionaries in the South Sea
Islands are thankful for it, and a writer in the "Times" speaks of
it as "a reasonable and humane proposal"; he says :-" As one who
has spent twenty years in Australasia, I cannot see how 'the ruin' is
to be brought about by merely taking 8,000 Kanakas from their
present life of selTitude and returning them to their native islands.
and thus allowing white men more chance of employment. Surely
the conscience of United Australia will not allow predictions of
financial loss to stand in the way of such a humanitarian measure
as the prohibition of 'black birding.'
It is righteouness that has
exalted England in the pa~t, it is righteous legislation that alone can
exalt England's Colonies in the future. Our love for humaaity must
come before our love of gain, if we are ever to take the place God
has assigned us among the Christian nations of the earth."
WONDERS will never cease! The Pope--whose so-called" infallible"
predecessors strongly forbade the circulation and reading of the Holy
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Scriptures, placing them ·in the official list of "prohibited books,"
and describing them as "poisonous pastures,"-is now posing
as a champion expositor and defender of them!
The Roman
Catholic newspaper, the "Tablet," thus announces the suspicious
scheme :-" "Ve are privileged to make an announcement which
must necessarily be of the profoundest interest to the whole Christian
world. Leo XIII. has appointed a special Pontifical Commission for
the consideration of all questions connected with Biblical studies."
Then it is added: "Catholic scholars all the world over will have the
fullest opportunity of stating their ,iews and difficulties, and of
bringing them to the direct notice of the Holy See." Respecting this
announcement the "Encrlish Churchman" savs :-" The general reading and study of the Holy Scriptures, the" marvellous diffusion ot
learning since the period of the Reformation, especially in our own
country, has led intelligent and educated Romanists to examine 'lhe
forbiddell Book and to form an independent judgment upon its clail1l~.
Many among the more reflective classes have not of late attempted to
disguise convictions concerning Divine Revelation, which, in former
days, would have involved them in the direst consequences. The lldt!,
however, is irresistibly setting in. The far-reaching movement in tit ~
direction of mental freedom cannot now be arrested. Romc iu lJer
astuteness, therefore, recognises the fact, and constitutes at headquarters an ecclesiastical bureau to which students are to cOllfid~iltidly
submit their Biblical perplexities for authoritative solution!"
THE Romanists of our country have, it is said, subscribed a sum of
money for the purchase of a special image representing the Saviour,
which is to be formally blessed by the Pope, and then erected in
the new Roman Catholic cathedral at Westminster. It is not likely
that they will also put up in that cathedral the second conunandlllcnt! But surcly the 'Well-educated amongst them, and especially the
perverts from Protestantism, must know that, in setting up an image
like that, they are directly encouraging the most palpable and
absolute idolatry, and deliberately breaking God's commandment.
IT is also announced that "preparations are being made 'on a most
elaborate scale by the Roman Catholics of England, in conjunction
with their co-religionists in all parts of the world, to celebrate this
year the Silver Jubilee of the Pontificate of Pope Leo. XIII. "-ith
the approval of Cardinal Yaughan, an international cOlll1llittee has
been formed to carry out the necessary arrangements, and it has been
decided to present the Pope with a tiara of gold, 'Which will
be inlaid with diamonds to the cost of £50,000, the gift of an
Italian lady.
The names of the subscribers to the gift 'Will be
inscribed in a costly album for presentation to the Pope, and as part
of the Jubilee celebrations, pilgrimages will be made from different
countries to Rome." Popery pays,-in a pecuniary 'Way!
WE are exceedingly glad to hear that a noble gift has been
presented to Dr. Barnardo for the furtherance of his excellent
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work r ,iz., a splendid building situated in a very healthy position
in the county of :Norfolk, surrounded by charming grounds of about
54 acres in extent, ana fitted up at the generous donor's cost in a
thoroughly suitable manner to form a Naval Training School. This
noble gift represents a sum of about £40,000, and it will be an immense
help to Dr. Barnardo, enabling him to place there 400 picked boys
to be efficiently trained for a sea-faring life under the happiest
auspices.
Dr. Barnardo has had much extra anxiety lately, and
we earnestly hope that this noble gift will be a means of greatly
cheering and encouraging him. The generous donor is Mr. E. H.
Watts, of the well-known firm of shipowners, Messrs. Watts, Watts,
and Co.
ANOTHER magnificent gift has been announced in the newspapers,
viz., £200,000 placed at the King's disposal for charitable or philanthropic purposes; and His Majesty has devoted it to the erection of a
sanatorium for consumptive patients in England. The sanatorium is
intended to accommodate 100 patients, 50 male and 50 female. Of
the total number of beds 88 will be reser,ed for persons who can
pay only a small amount towards the cost of treatnient, while 12 will
be set apart for well-to-do sufferers. The sanatorium will be built on
a suitable site in extensive and well-wooded grounds; each patient will
have a separate room, and the' accommodation will be in eyery
respect thoroughly comfortable; the sanitary arrangements will be in
accordance with the teachings of the most advanced hygiene, and
abundant provision will be made for recreation and exercise. The
institution will also be fully equipped with all requirements for
scientific research, so that it will probably be a fresh means of investigating the causes of, and devising remedies for, the terrible scourge
of consumption.
D. A. D.

HE believes not the Gospel unto his own advantage, or the glory of
God, whose faith rests not in the divine Person of Jesus Christ, the
great Prophet of the Church. And he who finds rest unto his soul,
dares not admit of any cO-fartners as to instruction in the mind of

God.-Dr. Owen:
GOD is sweetened in Christ to our understandings: He lays by His
fury to unveil Ris mercy, and sticks the sting of justice in Christ to
receive us into the bosom of His love. It is a strong' consolation, that
if God kept to His own design, formed in His own breast from eternity,
and discovered to the world in Christ, to advance the riches of His
grace, no penitent and believing sinner can despair, but rather hath an
argument that God will pardon him, because it is suitable to the
design He had from eternity, and the manifestation thereof in time; for
why should He prepare all things for man's recovery, before man's fall
foreseen by Him, and decreed to be permitted 1 Why should He provide a medicine before the disease, and fix upon a certain way to pardon
rebels before they had a being to rebel, if He had no intention to apply
it 1-Clzarnock.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE inmates of the Society's Homes ha,e, during the past few weeks,
been the recipients of several generous gifts from various friends.
They desire to express their gratitude to all who have so kindly
thought of their welfare and who have done so much to cheer their
hearts and homes. The Lady Visitors seek to make these peaceable
habitations for Zion's pilgrims happy dwellings in every sense of
the word.
The appeals recently issued to non-subscribers, and the other special
efforts that have been ml1de, have resulted in an encouraging response,
but in ,iew of the monthly expenditure in pensions alone of £1,000,
an additional number of annual subscribers is greatly needed.
It is found that the average weekly income of recipients, exclusive
of the Society's pension, does not exceed 6s., and out of this sum
3s. to 3s. 6d. have to be paid for rent. Hence the ministration of the
Society is indeed useful, and through it hundreds of aged Christians
are enabled to dwell in their own little homE's. .cl. pensioner in Essex
writes: "May the Lord bless the Society and all its supporters; I
believe I s11O,uld now be in the Union had I not had the help from it."
The pensions are paid montWy in London, Brighton, and a few other
places; elsewhere they are remitted quarterly, and wherever possible
through the hands of Christian friends. The Lady Visitors and the
Committee are the almoners throughout the Metropolis and Brighton,
'and eagerly do the recipients look forward to their regular calls.
A few kinds words, and sometimes reading and prayer, do much to
smooth the ruffled brow of care and cheer many a solitary child
of God who has outlived most of the dear companions of e:nlier days" One world deceased, another born,
Like Noah, they behold;
O'er whose white hairs and furrowed brow,;
So many suns have rolled."

THE more spiritual any person is, the more sensible he is of his
sinfulness '1nd unworthiness, and the more doth he hunger and thirst
.after righteousness, and cannot be satis6ed without Christ; none but
Christ, none but Christ, is the language of such a soul.
'THEY who are concerned for, and endeavour most to comply withand submit to the will of God in all things, complain often of them
S€lves for resisting thereof, and not submitting thereunto. It is an
.argument of a holy frame of heart, to be frequently judging ourselves,
and always justifying and acquitting the Lord; for all that He doth
is right, just, and good. To have but so much as a suspicion or
jealousy of the displeasure of God, is more afflicting and grievous to
the spirit of a true believer, than all his other afflictions; for the
paternal displeasure of God is more distressing to the Christian than
all hi~ other pleasures and sorrows whatsoever.
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The Bible and the Ch'urch " 0'/', the AuthO'l'ity of Holy Scripture not
derived from the Church. By Charles H. H. Wright, D.D., Bampton
Lecturer, etc., in the University of Oxford. London: Protestant
Reformatiun Society.
THIS is a valuable. booklet, and its publication now is timely.
Dr.
Wright truly says :-"While the Church of Christ has been extending
its influence in heathen lands, it is true that it is at the same time
confronted with peculiar difficulties at home.
While truth has
advanced abroad, there has been a daring development of superstition
and its twin sister scepticism at home. Seldom have the assaults of
false teachers within and without the professing Churches of Christ
been more daring, and, owing to the peculiar circumstances of our
day, there -has seldom been a period in which the majority of
professing Christians were so unprepared to grapple with the
intellectual ditliculties which the Church of Christ has everywhere to
face. A vast amount of material has been unearthed by modern
investigations, out of which defences might be constructed in support
of Protestant Christianity stronger. than those erected in days gone by
by the genius of Archdeacon Paley and Bishop Butler. And yet there
are at present no books at hand of the same acknowledged importance
wherewith to imtruct those anxious to obtain satisfactory answers to
the difficulties connected with Hevealed Religion, or in defence of
the Holy Scriptures, on the authority of which revealed religion
itself depends."
The author then proceeds to state how these
difficulties ought to be met; and he gives in a concise and clear
manner a weighty amount of evidence proving the credibility of the
Old and New Testaments. He also shows how false is the teaching of
the Church of HOille and of the Ritualists upon the subject, practically,
as in the case of the Scribes and Pharisees, making the Word of
This valuable
God of none effect by unduly exalting tradition.
booklet is published by the Protestant Reformation Society, whose
office is at 62, Berners Street, W., for the small sum of 3d.
Answ(rs to Questions in Ch,·isti(bn Science. By Edward A. Rimball,
etc.. Published by the Christian Science Publishing So.:;iety.
VERY unsatisfactory" Answers."
The promoters of this new" craze"
say that there is no such being as Satan, and no such thing as
"viI except· in the human mind! How are we to understand, then,
such statements as these: " An enemy hath done this"; "Satan hath
desired to have thee, that. he may sift thee as wheat"; "then the
devil taketh Him up to an exceeding high mountain," etc. 7 Again,
they say that God, as infinite, works through infinite laws, but that
it is "an impossibility" for Hini to create and set in motion a law
that has only a limited application, for that would be as if He became
"less than infinite"!
And further they state that the command
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which the Lord Jesus gave to His disciples to "heal the sick" was
intended for all Christians and for all time, and that they can
and must obey it by working miracles at the present day, etc. They
affirm in this pamphlet that "an intelligent man cannot be duped";
but they seem-if they are really intelligent persons-to be palpable
examples themselves of the contrary.

LONELY, YET NOT ALONE.
HAVE any of the dear readers of our MAGAZIKE a lonely and solitary
experience 1 "Yes," you say. c'I know human solitude. I am surrounded by those who understand me not, and have no sympathy in my
desire to live for God. I sigh daily for some loved Christian
friend to cheer me on my way." But if a .believer in Christ, you
have in a precious Jesus a Divine Companion who knows it all; and
though you are in the midst of worldliness, you can rest in His
loving sympathy. Oh, tell it all to Jesus, rejoice in His low, and
confide in His tender care! Sing"Alone, yet not alone," am I,
Though in this solitude so drear;
I find my Saviour always nighHe comes my weary heart t<J cheer;
. I am with Him, and He with me,
And here alone I cannot be.-Selected.

PRAYER.
BECAUSE Satan is so watchful against prayer, therefore it behoves the
true Christian to watch unto prayer. 'Where should the strongest
guard be set but where the enemy maketh his fiercest assaults 1 This
is the fort which he batters, and labours with all his might to beat
the Christian from. Indeed, the soul never falili into his hands till it
quite throws up this duty. Sometimes the Christian hath nothing
left him but a spirit of prayer, and with this he beats back Satan out
of all his advantages.-Gurnall.
As. the constant vision of God's face in heaven makes the saints
happy for ever, so the hidings thereof on earth make them miserable
for the time.
A REAL Christian nev€r thinks he sees his sin enough; how little
soever he sins, be thinks he sins too much; and how much soe,er he
sees his sin, he thinks he sees it too little.
How deplorable is the darkness f'f mankind in their ignorance of
God and heavenly things! In what ways of vanity and misery have
the generality of them wandered ever since our first apostasy from
God! Nothing but hell is more full of confusion and horror than
the minds and ways of men destitute of heavenly light.-.D1·. Owen.

