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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort tbem which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we omselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.
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" Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there perpetually."

-1
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ix. 3.

WHEN preaching recently among a people who know and love
"the joyful sound" of the Gospel of the free, sovereign, and
effectual grace of GOD, the mind of the pastor was sweetly favoured
with a few thoughts regarding the heart of CHRIST in heaven
towards His redeemed people on earth, and it was remarked that
the saying of JESUS was true in His own case-" Where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt. vi. 21). Redeemed
sinners are indeed their Redeemer's treasure-His "special
treasure." They are beloved by Him beyond all possibility of
expression. He has called Israel the "Dearly Beloved of My
soul," even when under chastisement for transgression and
unfaithfulness (Jer. xii. 7). His heart is set upon His people and
their spiritual prosperity, so that by the love He bears them He
corrects their errant ways and recovers them" with stripes" from
their backslidings. He is continually occupied within the veil
for the furtherance of their present and eternal interests.
Dr. OWEN makes some instructive observations on this revealed
truth, which may well be quoted. He says: "CHRIST leads not
in heaven a life of mere glory, majesty, and blessedness, but a
life of office, love, and care also. He lives as the Mediator of the
Church; as the King, Priest, and Prophet thereof. Hereon do
our present safety and our future eternal salvation depend.
5
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Without the continual actings of the of{ir,€-power of CHRIST the
Church could not be preserved one moment. And the darkness
~ of our faith herein is the cause of all our disconsolations, and most
of our weaknesses in disobedience. Most men have only general
and confused notions and apprehensions of the present state of
CHRIST with respect unto the Church. And by some all considerations of this nature are despised and derided. But revealed
things belong unto us, especially such as are of so great importance
unto the glory of GOD and the saving of our own souls, such as
this is, concerning the present state of the person of CHRIST in
heaven with respect unto His office-power and care. There is
nothing in Him-nothing wherein He is concerned-nothing of
Him, His person, His nature, His office, His grace, His love, His
power, His authority, His relation unto the Church-but it hath
been unto many a stone of stumbling and rock of offence."
Ever since JESUS passed into the heavens He has been engaged
in justifying that statement which He made to His disciples on
earth before He left them-" It is expedient for you that I go
away." When He entered the heavenly temple He carried 't",.ith
Him, on His heart, the names of all His redeemed ones. His
presence in the glory of His FATHER'S House is the most powerful
and prevalent form of intercession, since it was "for us " that He
entered-" Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even J EST.-S,
made an high priest for ever after the order of M:elchisedek." The
gift of the HOLY SPIRIT on the day of Pentecost, according to His
promise, has sealed and certified the loye of the heart of CHRIST
to His Bride, the Church, on earth. The witness of the SPIRIT in
the saints is a blessed reality. He guides them into all truth, and
thus glorifies their absent LORD. He brings to their remembrance
whatsoever they have already heard and learned of Him Whom
their souls supremely love. The indwelling HOLY SPIRIT is the
appointed official medium by Whom CHRIST speaks to the hearts
of believers, and by Whom they hold fellowship with their unseen
Head. This holy intercourse increases in depth and sweetness
as the life of faith is lengthened, for CHRIST reveals His heart to
His brethren in the tenderness of a confidence which "gro',eth
exceedingly." That exquisitely pathetic prayer of His in the
seventeenth chapter of JOHN'S Gospel reveals to us the profound
thoughts of the soul of the SPIRIT-anointed SON of MA..'< regarding
His poor and needy brethren, and shows us how affectionately and
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graciously He speaks to His FATHER about them and their various
interests. As THOMAS GOODWIN, the prince of Puritans, quaintly
remarks of this high priestly prayer, JESUS repeats to His FATHER
the very same things about His disciples as He had said to themselves. "He says as much behind their backs of them as He said
before their faces to them."
And thus we are encouraged to believe He still speaks of them
a,nd for them. Oh, how condescending is His grace towards us,
beloved fellow-believers! Our every wilderness footstep is to
Him a matter of brotherly interest. Our every fear and care,
our every sigh and tear, our every conflict with sin and self, our
every temporal as well as spiritual need appeals immediately to
His compassionate heart and moves His helping hand. In the
words of Dr. HORATIUs BONAR:.. Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care;
Yes, with me, with me He sbareth
Every burden. every fear.

" Yes. in me abroad He sheddeth
Joys unearthly-love and light;
And to cover me He spreadeth
His paternal wing of might.

" Yes, o'er me, o'er me He ",atchethCeaseless watche{;h, night and day;
Yes e'en me, e'en me He snatcheth
From the perils of the way.

" Yes. in me, in me He dwellethI in Him, and He in me !
And my empty soul he filleth,
Here, and through eternity,

" Yes, for me He standeth pleading,
At the mercy seat above;
Ever for me interceding,
Constant in untiring love.

" Thus I wait for His returning,
Singing all the way to heaven;
Such the joyful song of morning,
Such the tranquil song of even!"

JESUS, in the glory, on His FATHER'S throne, remembers still His
earthly affliction -hnd misery, "the wormwood and the gall."
The" afflictions of CHRIST" which His mystical body, the Church,
to·da~· is called upon to endure, are a legacy left by Him for her
8alutary discipline, and as affording the closest link of connection
bet"een Himself, as the Head, and His my tical members. "In
all their affliction He "as afflicted" will be true to the end of the
redeemed Church's time-state on earth. "In all things" He
must have "the pre-eminence," and therefore in sufferings,
temptations, persecutions, distresses, sorrows, and bitterness of
soul. None can sympathize with or support tempest-tossed souls
as can He. He is the brother" born for adversity "-the adversity
of His FATHER'S children. And He is always faithful to that
spiritual relationship. " Why weepest thou? " is a tender inquiry
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ever upon" His fraternal lips when He ministers by the
the mourners in Zion.

SPIRIT

among

" In every pang that rends the heart
The Man of Sorrows takes a part."

Let us, then, dear brothers and sisters in the LORD, bring all our
burdens unto Him who is both GOD and MAN, and pour out into
His attentive ear the details of all our woes, remembering that
"we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need."
" 0 sick in head and heatt, say not, despairing,
, There is no hope-my wounds are deep and wide' ;
Yea, so were those of thy Deliverer, bearing
Thy stroke for thee, in hands, and feet, and side.
" Say not, • We die-we perish-we all perishWe are consumed with dying!' for the Lord,
The Life, is come to quicken and to cherish
This world of death with His life-breathing word.
" Oh, there is balm in Gilead ! there is healing!
Jesus of Nazare th is passing by !
Thy woes to His compassions are appealing!
The Son of David pauses at thy cry.
" All-pitying Ohrist! Thy heart with lo,e is glowing,
Drawn, sympathetic, to the souls that bleed;
Thy mercy towards our misery is flo"ing;
No charm for Thee, Lord. like the sinner'; need.
" 0 Healer! hasten that sure da:c of gla.dnes3The whole earth's hallelujah unto 'ThEe;
Hear faith's deep sighing 'neath these clouds of sadnes;,
, When will the dawn break, and the shadows flee.' "
THE

EDITOR.

Tum is short; our light afflictions are but for a moment, when
compared with endless misery: and there is an eternal weight of glory
before us, which our afflictions must work out, for none but the
afflicted shall share in it. It is a rest for the weary, peace for the bitter
in soul, a crown for warriors, a prize for runners, and a weight of glory
for sufferers, while those who are at ease, and in natural peace, will
fail of it, therefore hold out faith and patience, for surely there is an
end, and our expectations shall not be cut off.- W. Htmtington.
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MUTUAL EDIFICATION.
"Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another,
even as also ye do."-l THESS. v. 1l.

THE recent home-calling of many of the older readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE suggests reflections which, perhaps, to the
Eclitor especially, are fraught with practical counsel, occupying
as he does the sacred position of a spiritual guide, and exercising
the responsibility of a steward of the mysteries of God. ~ To feed
the flock whom Christ Jesus purchased with His own blood is,
surely, the most solemn of all trusts clivinely committed to any
grace-saved sinner. Yet such is the vocation of him who is
providentially called upon to conduct this venerable Evangelical
publication, and to bring forth from the treasury of the inspired
Word of God " things new and old" from month to month. Well
may he ask, as his soul is frequently constrained to do, "Who is
sufficient for these things?" But the answer of Scripture is
reassuring and stimulating-" Our sufficiency is of God." To
Him, therefore, the heart uplifts itself in supplication and praise,
ever to find Him faithful to the promises of the Covenant of
Grace, " ordered in all things, and sure."
The testimonies borne by dear readers to the spiritual edification
received by them from the pages of the Magazine come from time
to time as divine tokens that the humblest service rendered to the
Lord's people from love of His blessed name is acceptable in His
sight. The work, however, is largely one of faith and prayerful
perseverance, for the substantial results of sowing the good seed
of the Word necessarily lie largely in the future; and the Advent
Day of the Lord, when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed,
alone mll declare the full fruitage and increase produced by the
Spirit of grace and power. It is in the prospect of that momentous
event that our monthlv labours are rendered in the interests of
the blood-bought flock of Christ, and that we are not suffered to
grow faint or cliscouraged. To hear of one and another who have
fed for many, many, years on the precious gospel verities set forth
in our time-honoured perioclical, being translated from a life of grace
to a life of glory, does but quicken our desire to be diligent and
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faithful in feeding the sheep and lambs who, yet in the wilderness,
are following in the ancient footsteps of the flock. Quite a company
of aged servants of the Lord who delighted in the distinctiye
teaching of the Magazine when conducted by the beloved Dr.
Doudney and Mr. George Cm,veIl have entered the golden gates
of the New Jerusalem during the past few months. They need
no longer to drink of the brook by the way. "The streams on
earth they tasted, more deep they drink above." Theirs is now
the blissful portion which the Spirit of Revelation describes when
He says: "The Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of water:
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
.. The King there in His beauty,
Without a veil is seen;
It were a well-spent journey,
Though seven deaths lay between;
The Lamb with His fair army,
Doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory-glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land.

" Deep \>aters crossed life's pathwa~',
The hedge of thorns was sharp:
Now, these lie all behind me- Oh, for a well-tuned harp!
Oh, to join Hallelujah
With yon triumphant band,
Wbo sing, where glory dwelleth,
In Immanuel's land."

Such was their song in the house of their earthly pilgrimage,
and now they have joined the" triumphant band," and share in
that strain of victory which none knows or sings but the redeemed
of the Lamb. No small privilege, surely, is it to be the humble
means of helping on their Zionward wa:;> such precious saints as
these! Fellowship on earth with the scattered members of
Christ's one mystical Body-fenowship in the glorious realities
of the kingdom of grace-is a very foretaste of that eternal state
which shall witness the perfect unity of the saints in the Father's
House of "many mansions." To eek this blessed communion
with the true people of God is the vocation of every believer. To
prize holy fellowship with those who love the Lord Jesus and the
precious truths of His free-grace gospel is one of the most distinctive
marks of the children of God. The love of the brethren is peculjar
to the brethren. Sinful nature will never be attracted to the
likeness of Christ in His followers. "Therefore the world knoweth
us not, because it knew Him not." 'What concord is possible
between darkness and light ~ But the children of light, as they
grow in an experimental knowledge of Christ, Who is the True
Light, are drawn ever nearer and nearer to Him in His Person,
in His Word, and in His people.
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To minister to one another by testifying to the increasing
preciousness of the Lord Jesus is well-pleasing to the Father,
and it is comely in itself. "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" It is when the
saints abide in loving, spiritual, experimental unity that their
Lord "comniands the blessing." We owe it to each other, as
"heirs together of the grace of life," that we seek to be helpers
of one another's joy, and comfort, and edification, that we look
not on our own things only, but also on "the things of others."
One of the passages of Holy Scripture appearing for very many
years over the "Family Portion" in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has
been, and is still, " Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your
God." Such was Jehovah's command to His prophets of old,
and New Testament Scripture enforces the same injunction on
the Lord's witnesses. The Divine counsels do not change with
dispensations. How encouraging and confirming is that inspired
portion in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "For men verily swear
by the great€r: and an oath for conJirmation is to them an end
of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto
the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed
it by an oath; that by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us"
(Heb. vi. 16-18). It is in Divine immutabilities, revealed by the
Holy Ghost to faith in the hearts of God's dear children, that they
find solid comfort and intelligent satisfaction. Hence, it is the
will of their heavenly Father that they should have faithfully
and constantly ministered unto their souls the pure doctrines of
His sovereign grace and the sure Word of His everlasting Covenant.
We have long been convinced that the neglect of " the deep things
of God" in the modern " Evangelical" pulpit is largely responsible
for the ravages wrought by Romanism, Ritualism, Rationalism,
and other forms of Arminianism among the ill-instructed masses
of professing Christians. Winds of strange and divers doctrines
carry away unstable souls like chaff before a hurricane. Unless
the heart be "established with grace" it is exposed to the
" sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait
to deceive." To be experimentally grounded and built up in
sound Gospel doctrine is the only safeguard against the fleshly
free-will errors which Satan has always had apostles and teachers
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t.o disseminate in Christendom. How important, then, is it that
all who in spiritual knowledge and experience have been divinely
made to differ from" the many" who tread the broad road of
human error should not only themselves" hold fast" the definite,
distinctive, revealed truths of "the Gospel of the grace of God,"
but should boldly assert, defend, and vindicate them, regardless
of the persecution and contempt which faithful testimony
inevitably meets with at the hands of empty religious professors
as well as from the world.
This path of service grows increasingly painful in days when
Church dignitaries, popular Nonconformist preachers, and the
religious Press to an alarming extent, point the finger of disdain
at the Lord's "little flock" who love the old truths of the everlasting Covenant and refuse to follow the blind leaders of a boasted
"Higher Criticism," the deluded advocates of a "Larger Hope,"
the deniers of an eternal hell, and the anti-Scriptural teachers of
"Conditional Immortality." The time has come when such as
would walk in closest fellowship with their Lord will find Him
only in the place of reproach and rejection-" without the camp."
Let us, then, beloved in Christ, be ever rea,dy to " go forth unto
Him." The earthly Jerusalem is no place of spiritual communion.
Our calling is a "heavenly calling." We" seek a city," indeed,
but it is the" New Jerusalem that cometh down from God out
of heaven." Our citizenship is not of earth, not of corrupt
Christendom, but is celestial, spiritual, and eternal. The vocation
of the true believer is separation unto God. AB one has said:
" God and His altar of worship are without the camp. They who
would seek Him, or His honour, must inquire for Him there. They
must consent to the reproach of Jesus crucified." And again:
"The natural birth of the believer is, generally speaking, within
the limits of professing Christendom. He grows up amid
associations outwardly religious, and bearing more or less distinctly
an Evangelic character. The world on which his eyes are opened
is professedly a Christian world. But when the power of the
Gospel is effectually known, and, by the grace of God, the inheritor
of a Christian form and tradition becomes acquainted savingly
with Christ, he finds himself in a new and, as it were, a foreign
relation to the former things. Like the man blind from birth,
whose eyes were opened by the Son of God, he finds himself at
variance with the accredited religion of the world. Because, of
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the light which he-has received, he is no longer suited to the world,
which, under Christian semblance, is in darkness still, and natural
hatred of the light. He must, therefore, if faithful to his calling,
go forth to Jesus. His place on earth is now, as then, without
the camp. The reproach of His cross has not yet ceased for those
who, in the true discernment of the grace of God, desire to walk
worthy of His Name. It is He who, by His Spirit, still leads forth
His sheep. For within there is no fellowship for them that glory
in His cross. Flesh and blood cannot enter into the kingdom of
God; nor can nature perform the worship of the Spirit. The
altar of our sacrifice is far away from that which vainly sends up
lip-service to the Searcher of all hearts, or consecrates selfrighteousness as an acceptable offering to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ."
This, then, is the line of testimony which, in the interests of
" the flock of slaughter," the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have
for so long maintained, and still aim to maintain. It is well to
realize that in the earth the Church of God is a stranger and a
pilgrim. Her affections are centred in her glorified Head and
Husband. Her home is in the Father's House of "many mansions."
She is daily" coming up from the wilderness," leaning on the arm
of her much-beloved One. She endures all afflictions, sorrows,
persecutions, temptations, and disappointments "as seeing Him
who is invisible" to poor nature's blind and prejudiced eye. To
her He is "very present." His promise, "Lo, I am with you
alway," is a most blessed reality and certainty. The sure hope
of His coming for her, in glory, is the stay of her heart amid all
life's changes; and by grace she can sing sweetest melody in her
soul, even when her lips and tongue fail to find utterance. The
secret of her Lord is with her, and, like Him in the days of His
earthly humiliation, she has meat to eat of which the world and
graceless professors know nothing.
Clifton.
J. O.

" TRIALS and afflictions are the appointed lot of the family of God,
and if we belong to that favoured number we shall certainly have our
share of them. Some of these afflictions are of the body, others of
the mind; some are connected with the family, others with our
circumstances in life; some come from the temptations of Satan,
and others from our own evil hearts."-J. C. Philpot.
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Utlgrtm UaptrfS.
WELLSPRINGS.
"Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound,. they shall walk, 0
Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all
the day, and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted. For Thou art
the glory of their strength, and in Thy favour om horn shall be exalted."Ps. lxxxix. 15-17.

THE heading of this precious Psalm reads thus-.Jlaschil of Ethan the
Ezrahite. Who this Ethan was is not certain. There is one such
who, we know, must have been exceeding wise, since he is spoken of
as comparable with, but outvied only, by Solomon. .< And Solomon's
wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country,
and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than
Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman and Chalcol and Darda, the sons of
Mahol; and his fame was in all nations round about" (1 Kings iv.
30,31). Whether this be the Ethan who under Divine inspiration
penned this precious Psalm must remain unproven. But the Holy
Ghost has intended that it should be maschil, an instructive psalm, a
psalm, causing to understand, to us who by Divine grace are made
partakers of the covenant promises of it, and living witnesses to the
Divine faithfulness and mercy herein set forth to the heirs of it.
Surely such have cause to declare with the inspired writer, " I will sing
of the mercies of the Lord for ever; with my mouth will I make known
Thy faithfulness to all generations."
And then the majesty, holiness, greatness, justice, and judgment of
J ehovah are set forth in the verses that follow, and lead up to the verses
upon which our subject this month is based. It is such a "ondrous
turn of mercy, and the writer seems to stop short, as it "ere, in declaring
the greatness and glory of his God, and to suddenly contemplate the
matchless grace and mercy, which give him a heart to hear and know
and love and admire all these wonderful works of God in'Cfeation, yet
m~wh more in grace. "Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound; they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In
Thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in Thy righteousness
shall they be exalted. For Thou art the glory of their strength, and
in Thy favour our horn shall be exalted."
A description of the people. "Blessed!" How are they blessed ~
They are blessed in the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins. "Blessed
are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin" (Ps. xxxii.
1, 2 and Rom. iv. 7). They are blessed in being a chosen people,
" Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest and causeth to approach
Thee" (Ps. lxv. 4). They are blessed with filial fear, " Blessed is thE;
man that feareth the Lord" (Ps. cxix. 1). They are blessed in His
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strength"(Ps. viii. 4, 5); in waiting for Him (Isa. xxx. 18); in hearing
Him (Prov. viii. 34); in keeping His testimonies (Ps. cxix. 2) and
ways (Prov. viii. 32); in believing (John xx. 29); and enduring
(Jas. i. 12). And these are blessed ones who shall be " called unto
the marriage supper of the Lamb" (Rev. xix. 9). Say, beloved, in the
language of our Psalm, Are not those a blessed people" who know the
joyful sound? "
What is "the joyful sound" here spoken of, but the mercy, grace,
and unparalleled love of God in the Person of a precious Christ in the
heart of every believer?
" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,
In a believer's ear."

Otherwise the Holiness, Justice and Glory of God, seen in His power,
would bring nothing but awe and fear. It is only as we see God through
the Person of our Precious Mediator, and only as we are seen through
Him that we can approach with holy boldness and confidence, and
thus" know the joyful sound." It is a gospel sound of glad tidings.
It tells of Christ Jesus, His people's only hope and salvation. It is a
life-bestowing and not a condemning word. It is a word which receives
and does not reject. It is life, light, and liberty to a wounded conscience, and it is under such a joyful sound that His people are consciously a blessed people. The sound of the silver trumpets ordained
by Jehovah for Israel's" calling of the assembly" (Num. x.) was a
joyful sound to them. It was to be also " a memorial before God"
unto them; since by the sounding of these trumpets as " an alarm"
in an enemy's land God's promise to them was" ye shall be remembered
before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies."
How sweet a reminder we have here of that silver trumpet of redemption's story to be sounded in the ears of all spiritual Israel who shall be
saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation from all their enemies.
Further, this" blessed people" who" know the joyful sound" are
discriminated from others by their walk. "They shall walk, 0 Lord,
in the light of Thy countenance." What a difference to the man
described by our Lord who "walketh in darkness and knoweth not
whither he goeth." Loving darkness rather than light is "because
their deeds are evil," and such fear to come to the light" lest their deeds
should be reproved." It is well when we can cry with the Psalmist,
" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me and know my
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting."
This" walking in the light as He is in the light" betokens fellowship
and communion, whilst it redounds to His glory, which is so great in
His children's salvation. "They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of
Thy countenance." And the light of God's countenance, His approving
smile upon His children's walk, conversation, and ways is through the
Person and sacri:6ce of His well-beloved Son. In Him they are
accepted. In Him they are seen. In Him they are kept eternally
nd shall be "glorified together." No wonder, with faith in lively
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exercise, they delight to "walk in the light" (in the sunshine) "of
His countenance."
Moreover, these blessed people have the delightful occupation of
rejoicing in His name all the day. Would that it were so, exclaims
one's soul! Would that our souls dragged less heavily, and our hearts
were less fond of these earthly toys! Would that our minds were
more firmly fixed where our affections, hopes, and desires are! Would
that we were more entirely occupied in reviewing our mercies, recounting
our deliverances, and repeating His praises! He, who hath delivered
our souls from the pit of corruption, would have His children to know
how with Him in this mighty salvation, His God and theirs can consequently withhold" no good thing," but freel: u'ith Him give them all
things.
Therefore, beloved, desponding, fearing, fainthearted one,
why are you walking in the darkness and seeing no light ~ Why are
you looking within for that you will never find ~ \Yhy are your eyes
cast down instead of up, unto Him-a"ay from self unto Christ ~ Let
such an one" trust in the Lord and stay himself upon his God." And
oh, may Jesus Himself draw near in full sweet realization, and bring
thee forth to the light by revealing His imputed righteousness which
shall set thy fettered soul at liberty and make thee walk in the light
of His countenance where are freedom, delight, and life; and in His
name, as thy mighty deliverer, thou shalt "rejoice all the day."
What high dignity is ours! Exalted in the Righteousness of God!
Kings and priests! Sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty!
Covered in the robe of Imputed Righteousness; comely in His C0111liness; free from spot, wrinkle, or any such thing! "In Thy
Righteousness shall they be exalted." Certainly in none other. Their
own is described in God's sight as "filthy rags." Their hope alone,
therefore, is in the perfect righteousness of another.
" Jesus Thy blood and righteousness,
:My beauty are, my glorious dress,
'Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

In His perfect righteousness "shall they be exalted." Oh it is
beyond all telling. This people taken from the lowest pit, fitted only
for destruction, deserving nothing short of hell's eternal fires, in
Christ Jesus their Righteousness" highly exalted," and freely accepted!
and seated with Christ in heavenly places!
And a durable heritage, an eternal possession is theirs! "For Thou
art the glory of their strength, and in Thy favour shall our horn be
exalted." "The glory of their strength" was surely seen by the
Father, and reflected in His dear Son, when they were yet without
strength in due time Christ died for them. The Strength Divine, and the
victory of that death of deaths has been seen in the Church from
Calvary, and will be till the last of the redeemed of Adam's race be
landed safe in the glory by the Strength of Israel who will not lie nor
repent. And since He withheld not Him to be our Strength and Victory, now will not our God in Him "freely give us all things ~" Do
not His children prove daily in themselves of " no might," yet in Him
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" more than conquerors" ~ In and of themselves, of no strength, but
in Him " strong in the Lord and in the power of His might." In and
of themselves" perfect weakness," but His Strength in them, perfected
through their weakness. In their day of "no might" against the
great company of enemies without and within, yet joying in the Lord
as their strength and song in the day of battle. Yes, daily is He the
glory of their strength and their boast and glory. "Through God I
shall do valiantly." Through Him I shall tread down all mine enemies.
" Through Him I shall conquer by blood and by field,
For He is my breastplate, mine anchor, and shield."

It is because of all this that in His favour, His free, unmerited grace,
that their horn is exalted. The horn was a symbol of strength, defence,
and power. "Through Thee we will push down our enemies." There
was the horn, too, of salvation, service, worship and honour. David's
horn was lifted high and he was rejoicing in this when he said, " The
Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer. The God of my
rock, in Him will I trust; He is my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my high t{)wer, and my refuge, my Saviour, Thou savest me from
violence." Oh! to be more occupied in making our boast in the Lord!
" For Thou art the glory of their strength, and in Thy favour shall our
horn be exalted."
Thus, beloved, have we here a beautiful picture of the redeemed
family of God. They are described by the Holy Spirit as a blessed
people. "Blessed are the people." The declaration of them is "that
they know the joyful sound." And a further discrimination is made
of them. "They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance."
Theirs too is a delightful occupation, "In Thy name shall they rejoice
all the day." A dignity is conferred upon them, "In Thy righteousness
shall they be exalted." And a durable heritage is theirs, "For Thou
art the glory of their strength; and in Thy favour our horn shall be
exalted."
Ponder these precious truths, beloved readers, and view your bloodbought inheritance, and as the Holy Spirit opens up to your wondering
eyes your rich portion in a Covenant God, may gratitude overflow in
wonder, love, and praise while you sing, "To Him who hath loved us
and washed us from 0UI' sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen."
R.

YOUR heart and mine, fellow traveller, are both alike, therefore we
are true yoke-fellows; and as we are often laid in the stocks for 0UI'
bad behaviour, so we are fellow-prisoners: and being often whipped
for our folly, it makes us fellow-sufferers. A little love and freedom
at times makes us fellow-citizens: and being compelled, like Simon
the Cyrenian, to bear the cross, this makes us fellow-servants.W. Huntington.

78

The Gospel Magazine.
"WHERE HAST

THOU GLEANED

TO-DAY'?"

(JOB xxiii.)
" THEN Job answered and said, Even to-clay is my complaint bitter:
my stroke is heavier than my groaning." Blessed be God, Who traces
out in the Scriptures" the footsteps of the flock," called by the prophet
Zechariah " the flock of slaughter," or we should think" some strange
thing happened unto us" when brought, as most of the Lord's people
are, to drink a bitter cup of sorrow in fellowship with the Man of
Sorrows. The wormwood and the gall mingled in Job's cup made
his complaint partake of bitterness, and the troke of the Almighty
was heavy indeed; how could his groaning be light when it came
forth from such a burden ~ "Oh that I knew where I might find
Him, that I might come even to His seat!" Like the Bride in the
Canticle, his mind is so full of the lost Beloved of his soul that he only
speaks of Him and his anxiety to find Him; he has left arguing with
his friends or answering them, except indirectly testifying the one
desire of his heart-Oh that I knew where I might find Him! Surely
many a sc''l echoes this ardent wish of the patriarch, for if we have
found Him on former occasions, "four anchors ant of the stern"
will not steady the storm-tossed vessel of to-day; past experiences
of His presence with us will not satisfy the longing soul when darkness
seizes it from the absence of the Sun of Righteousness. Job does not
say to his friends, " Saw ye Him whom my soulloveth," for he knew
full well they were not likely to help him while they were falsely
accusing and mistaken in their judgment of him; they would not be
in the enjoyment of His presence and favour. Not the censorious,
but the loving heart leans on His breast Who is the embodiment of
Love. But while the fiery trial of faith is going on, the Lord seems
to be absent, though, as Bunyan describes it, the reason the 'l"l'aters
of tribulation do not quench the fire of grace in the heart is because
He replenishes it with the unseen oil; so the patriarch "as sustained,
and evidences of the unction of the Spirit gleam out 'l"l'hile he is under
the cloud that hides from his view the Belo\ed Whose presence is his
exceeding joy. "Oh, that I kne'l"l'!" He did kno'l"l' lohere He was
to be found, though the darkness seems to have blinded his eyesthe darkness of sorrow and mysterious dealings; there was no clear
shining on his path, and the false judgment of his friends added yet
the more to the dense cloud that enveloped him. Accumulated trials
have the effect of prompting the inquiry, "Wherefore is the hand of
the Lord gone out against us ~ " and leading to the conclusion that
our God is afar off, and not nigh-that He hideth His face in anger.
If Job knew where to find Him, he would come even to His seat, the
mercy-seat; this shows he had be'en there before, and knew where
alone He was to be found.
"I would order my cause before Him and fill my mouth "llith
arguments; I would know the words which He would answer me,
and understand what He would say unto me." This is the utterance
of one who has in former times enjoyed "access with confidence,"
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who has come with the all-prevailing plea and been answered by the
King of all the earth in boundless mercy and grace. No stranger to
prayer and supplication would think or dream of such intercourse
and freedom with the Majesty of heaven as to expect an answer of
peace, and even to know the very words of His reply. God must have
spoken to Job in the past or he could not thus reckon upon His response
to his arguments. It reminds us of J acob wrestling in the dark with
that unanswerable plea, "And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee
good"; or the words of the Lord by the prophet Isaiah, " Produce
your cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the
King of Jacob" (Isa. xli. 21). Amazing counsel this! yet ratified
in many a soul's experience.
" Will He plead against me with I1is great power ~ No; but He
would put strength in me." Sublime knowledge! only acquired by
Israelites indeed in the college of fiery trial! Just what He did for
Jacob when he prevailed with the mighty God, because of His strength
made perfect in J acob's weakness, with his thigh out of joint, that it
might be manifest to himself and to us wherein his power to prevail
lay. Ja.cob and Job and the Apostle Paul are three witnesses to this
assertion, "He would put strength in me," and besides them, "so great
a cloud of witnesses."
"There the righteous might dispute with him: so should I be
delivered for ever from my judge." There could be no appeal to God
but on the ground of the atoning blood and righteousness imputed;
he was be ter instructed than to make self-righteousness his plea
(chap. ix. 20, 21). But the justified man might dispute with any
accuser, being sure of being delivered for ever from false judgment.
The Judge is the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus; and Job
knew, "I shall be justified."
"Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward, but
I cannot perceive Him; .on the left hand where He doth work, but
I cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself on the right hand that I
cannot see Him!" This was the experience of the Bride in Canticles;
she sought Him, but found Him not. What was the reason ~ She
had slothfully slighted His loving visits and indulged in ease when
He would have revealed to her His delight in communion with her.
We believe it is always so. Nothing but sin on our part hides the
Belond of our soul from us. There is no change in His love, not
" a shadow of turning." If He appear to us to have" turned aside"
it is became we have compelled Him to withdraw from us the sense
of His presence, the realization of it, that we may the more ardently
seek the restoration of it. Probably Job had been so tried by his
friends' accusation of him as to indulge in an unloving spirit towards
them, and He whose name is Love will not manifest Himself to the
heart where a contrary spirit reigns. It was so natural for Job to
catch th~ infection of a censorious spirit, and therefore the Lord hid
His face from him. Is not this a key to the Saviour's ifs? "If ye
keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as I have
kept My Father's commandment, and abide in His love. This is My
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commandments, That ye love one another, as I have loved you" (John
XY. 10, 12).
All the people of God know this peculiar phase of
experience, for all have the remains of indwelling sin, and the sin
blinds their eyes to the consciousness of His presence and manifestations of His love; they go forward in the daily round of service, but
He is not there; to their joyful apprehension they turn backwa'rd,
fearing to pursue that track, but cannot perceive Him. Job confesses
the fault is in his own clouded vision; he beholds unmistakable
evidences of His working on the left hand, but Job cannot behold
Him. "Verily Thou art a God that hidest Thyself, 0 God of Israel,
the Saviour" is the prophet's complaint as well as the patriarch's,
and he was shown why (Isa. lxi. 1, 2); therefore" He hideth Himself
that I cannot see Him."
" But He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me
I shall come forth as gold." He knoweth! there is a volume couched
under those two words. "Your heavenly Father h'l1oweth what
things ye have need of before ye ask Him"; and the sons and
daughters of the Lord God Almighty, the children of the great King
do not lack any manner of thing that is good! do not lack provision
for the table. He knoweth who is J ehovah-Jireh! They do not lack
attendants. "Omnipotence hath servants everywhere," and the
invisible ministering spirits are" sent forth" to attend upon the heirs
of salvation. However complicated be "the way that I take," He
knoweth the windings and mazes of it. This is faith's bounding up
over overwhelming waves of affiiction and perplexities; this proves
Job's sonship and intimate acquaintance with his Father; the
conviction that he was in the furnace to purge away dross onlyfor gold loses nothing in the fre, only is refined by it. Oh, for Job's
assurance of faith' "When He hath tried me I shall come forth as
gold"; it is a sublime declaration that honours his God and yields
sweet peace to his own heart. Patience gleams out here, willing to
wait while the trial lasts, assured of coming forth. "11y foot hath
held His steps, His way have I kept. and not declined." This is no
vain boast, but a boasting in the Lord who had upheld him in the
narrow way. "We see Jesus" here, and His members also whose
feet follow in His steps-His way, Christ" The Way"; "they walk
in His ways, kept by the power of God," and do not decline; nor go
in slippery ways, "in the vale of slimepits" where many decline
downwards to perdition.
" Neither have I gone back from the commandment of His lips."
How certain it is that God had spoken pe'1'sonally to Job, for else he
could not make this assertion unless he had had the commandment
from His lips! It is one thing to hear or read the Word of God,
it is another thing to have it spoken to me. "His lips are like lilies,
dropping sweet-smelling myrrh" (Canticle v. 13); but they are only
sweet to individual souls when" My Beloved spake and said to me,
'The Rock of Israel spake to me' "; then "the commandment of
His lips" comes with the constraining power of love, and" in keeping
of His commandments there is great reward," not for keeping them,
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but in keeping them, because of "the power that worketh in us."
How spiritual a man was Job! a true sheep of the flock, he knew the
voice of the Shepherd. "My sheep hear My voice." Job had not
gone back; he was not of them who draw back unto perdition, but
of them that keep His commandments. Do we know the commandment of His lips ~ It is love. "Love is the fulfilling of the law."
" That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
" I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary
food." Here love gleams out again. Many a soul, harassed and
tempted by the insinuations of Satan, Do you love the Lord ~ How
can you love Him and yet be so cold towards Him ~ so little conformed
to His image ~ has nevertheless had the snare broken for them by
these words of Job, and by being able to answer the adversary, " I have
esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food," so
that the habit of hearing what the Lord will say to me in His Word
becomes constant and" more than my necessary food." "Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of the Lord shall man live." "His mouth is most sweet."
"They wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of His
mouth." Let 'us examine ourselves: What do I esteem most? It
is a test. Jeremiah said, "Thy words were found and I did eat them,
and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart."
David adds his testimony: "More to be desired are they than gold,
yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb." We can dispense with gold and sweetness, but our food i~
essential to life. Blessed are they who have an appetite for this
heavenly manna, for some in the wilderness loathed" this light food,"
and many in modern days show the same contempt for want of relish.
If a soul be in a healthy state it will esteem highly the words of His
mouth more than necessary food. "He that eateth of this bread
shall live for ever."
" But He is of one mind, and who can turn Him ~ And what His
soul desireth even that He doeth." Our minds change so easily,
but that is solid ground to rest upon, the Sovereignty, and the unvarying
purpose of the unchangeable God. "Thou art the SAME." "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Of one mind,
" Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end." "Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
We cannot too much insist upon the unchangeableness of our God;
it is our anchor of hope in every storm through which we may be called
to pass on life's billows. Lord, keep us like-minded "that we may
with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ," that we be not double-minded and unstable.
" Who can turn Him" from His purposes of love; from His promises
which shall be punctually fulfilled " at the set time"; from His plan
of educating and disciplining every child whom He begets with the
Word of Truth; from the arrangements of His providence concerning
6
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nations and individuals; from the covenant of His grace which
includes every elect vessel of mercy; and also from the vials of wrath
that He will pour out on all who reject His Christ and His salvation ~
Every sentence bears the twofold mark of the pillar of cloud and fire.
It is darkness to Egypt, and enemies to God and His people. It gives
light by night to the true Israel of God. "What His soul desireth,
even that He doeth." "Thou wilt have a desire to the works of Thy
hands." Blessed are they who can say, " I am my Beloved's, and His
desire is towards me."
" For He performeth the thing that is appointed for me, and many
such things are with Him." Blessed faith of Job! Like the evening
star, shining with radiance on a dark night, was this conviction that
his God was pursuing one loving purpose, was even in the present
tense performing the several items decreed for him in perfect wisdom,
goodness, power. It is much to be coveted to have this firm persuasion
in the night of perplexity that our God performeth all the good things
fore-ordained and appointed for us, so that one link broken would
spoil the holding together of the chain and render the whole defective.
Such can never be, and when we, by-and-by, "know as also we are
known" we shall trace out every link in the wise design and see how
fitly it was wrought out to glorify our God and minister comfort and
blessing to our souls. "He performeth," for He is greater than
Ahasuerus, who promised Esther, " What is thy request ~ and it shall
be performed, even to the half of the kingdom"; for His majesty
is greater, for He is King of kings; His love greater-" Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" :
His power greater-" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think"; His will greater" Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son: if ye shall ask anything in }ly name,
lfwill do it." It is not in a solitary instance, or only specimens of His
power manifested while He was on the earth, for He is the same now,
and" many such things are with Him." Every child of God has a
storehouse of memory from "hich to bring forth proofs that Job
spoke rightly. Grand old patriarch! the echoes reverberate from
many a soul that has trod the similar path of perplexity at Divine
mysterious dealings, " Many such things are with Him." "Therefore
am I troubled at His presence, when I consider I am afraid of Him."
So were" the eleven gathered together and they that were with them"
in the upper room till "He said unto them, Why are ye troubled ~
and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ~" While the veil is on
our hearts, until He manifest Himself to our souls, we are like Job,
" troubled at His presence"; considering His majesty we are afraid
of Him-like Esther, afraid to come into the presence of her lord
who might instantly cause her to perish; we tremble to venture into
the presence of our King when under His chastening rod until He
show Himself to be a loving Father by that very stroke and His
greatness linked with our helplessness, that it may be put forth for
His troubled ones to whom~He says, " Be not afraid; only believe."
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" For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me."
A hard heart, a stony heart, is just what He promises to take away
from His,hJeople, and yet how oft we are perplexed, like Job, at the
means used by infinite wisdom to make our hearts soft! How
often do we bewail the hardness of the heart. Those lines of Rossetti
afford us the language of prayer;" Greater than Moses, turn once more,
And smite a rock."
(My heart).

Should,iwe not hail with delight that which Job lamented, "For
God maketh my heart soft"? He could recognize His hand in all that
had befallen him, "The Almighty troubleth me." It was no chance
thing thatlhappened to him when the Sabeans fell upon his oxen and
asses, nor yet when other instruments robbed him of all that he had,
including all his children, nor yet when elephantiasis (a species of
leprosy) attacked his body, he does not name the disease, as we
commonly do and try to trace its origin, but traces all his sUfferings
to the great first cause, "The Almighty troubleth me." How wise
he 'was! and yet how great a mistake he made in the next sentences,
"Because I was not cut off before the darkness. neither hath He
covered the darkness from my face." How erronea'us is the judgment
of the brightest of saints when they attempt to decide what would
have been better for them otherwise than as divine foreknowledge and
understanding has ordained it! How many generations of the same
tried and tempted family have blessed the Great Head of the Church
for every recorded utterance of Job under his accumulated and varied
afflictions to the present generation, and such a chorus of voices,
could present-day believers be got together, would attest the wisdom
of God that meted out in weight, measure, and duration that fiery
trial of faith for His servant in patriarchal days!
"Now the God of patience and consolation grant us to be likeminded one towards another according to Christ Jesus." "Ye have
need of patience," therefore it is exercised that each one may afford
and minister consolation to some other treading the same thorny
path'~he has been called to walk in, thus to glorify God and be likeminded with Him. How great His patience with our waywardness!
MARY.

GOD is our dwelling-place now; and the enjoyment of His glorious
perfections are, and will be, our glorious mansions hereafter, Christ
being gone to prepare a place for us. The resurrection is for our
justification; His ascension opens the way; His atonement blots out
our sins; His reception of the Holy Ghost is to make us meet; His
appearance in the presence of God is for us and to take possession on
our behalf; His intercession is to bring us to a familiarity and correspondence with God beforehand; and, when these are done for every
one that is to come, then will He appear the second time. And He will
come and receive us to Himself, that where He is there we may be also;
and whither He is gone we knQw,and the way we know.-W. Huntington.
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ONE STEP MORE.
though before me it is dark,
Too dark for one to see ~
I ask but light for one step more,
'Tis quite enough for me.
WHAT,

Each little humble step I take,
The gloom clears from the next;
So, though 'tis very dark beyond,
I never am perplexed.
And if sometimes the mist hangs close,
So close, I fear to stray,
Patient I wait a little while,
And soon it clears away.
I would not see my further path,
For mercy veils it so ;
My present steps might harder be
Did I the future know.

It may be that my path is rough,
Thorny, and hard, and steep;
And knowing this, my strength might fail
Through fear and terror deep.
It may be that it winds along
A smooth and flowery way;
But, seeing this, I might despise
The journey of to-day.
Perhaps my path is very short,
My journey nearly done;
And I might tremble at the thought
Of ending it so soon.
Or, if I saw a weary length
Of road that I must "end,
Fainting, I'd think, " my feeble powers
Will fail me ere the end."
And so I do not wish to see
My journey, or its length:
Assured that, through my Father's love,
Each step will bring its strength.
Thus, step by step, I onward go,
Not looking far before;
Knowing that I shall always have
Light for just" one step more.''''
Golden Grain.
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" They looked unto Him and tlJere lightened, and their faces were not
ashamed."-PsALM xxxiv. 5.

IN these words we have, first, the characters described-" They." Now,
if you look into the second verse, you will see to whom the "they"
refers-" My soul shall make her boast in the Lord, the humble shall
hear thereof, and be glad." It is these, and only these, that can truly
be said to look unto the Lord. Therefore, it is that this humbling
is declared to be one of the first works of God upon the soul, or rather,
I should say, one of the first effects of a work of grace upon the heartof being made partakers of " the light of life." Look into the history
of that typical people-God's Israel of old. In the eighth chapter
of the book of Deuteronomy and the fourth verse, what do we read ~
" And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee
with manna which thou knewest not," etc. And how did Jehovah
humble His ancient people ~ From first to last their history answers
that question. Look at one or two instances. They are to be
delivered out of Egypt. How is this to be effected ~ The meekest
man upon the face of the earth is selected for the work-one slow of
speech-and he is commanded to present himself before Pharaoh,
and request, at first, the release of the Israelites, for three days, that
they may sacrifice to the Lord their God. Pharaoh, indignant at
such a petition, as might have been expected, and as Moses was led
to expect from the words-" I know that the king of Egypt will not
let you go, no, not bnt by a mighty hand "-refuses. What more
could Moses do ~ He is brought into the condition of the" they"
in our text. What does it lead him to do ~ "And Moses returned
unto the Lord, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated
this people? Why is it that thou hast sent me? for since I came to
Pharaoh to speak in Thy name he hath done evil to this people;
neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all. Then the Lord said
unto }<loses, Now shalt thou see what I will do unto Pharaoh." "They
looked unto Him and were lightened."
.. Not the labour. of my ha-nds
Oan fulfil Thy law's demands,
Oould my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone."

Poor sinner, dost thou not see a type in these poor enslaved
Israelites of thy case by nature, only with this difference-they felt
the galling bondage of Pharaoh, whilst thon, in thy state of death in
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trespasses and sins, art only too well satisfied with that hard bondage
which thou art under to him who leads thee captive at his will ~ Oh,
sinner! are thine eyes opened to see the oppression of the enemy,
and to groan, being burdened, under the thraldom of his yoke, whose
burden-if this be so-is intolerable to thee ~ And hast thou struggled
and toiled to free thyself from his service, and to release thyself from
Ms fetters, and art as far off as ever from effecting thy desire ~ How
sweet to thee those precious words-for thou art in a position to prize
them-" They looked unto Him and were lightened."
Or, again, follow that people into the wilderness; when that
wilderness was on either side of them, the sea before them, and
Pharaoh and his chosen captains and chariots behind, boasting in the
pride of their heart-" I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide
the spoil." Could there be a more humbling position for that people
to be brought into ~ No room left for the exercise of their pride,
no ground for boasting! Poor sinner, has the Lord ever brought
thee there in a spiritual point of view ~ If so, bless His name for it ;
for why has He done it ~ Only to humble thee and show thee what
thou art, and how little thou canst do to help thyself, in order that
He may draw thee to Himself, that looking to Him thou mayst be
lightened and thy face be not ashamed. It is to make room for
Himself and His salvation in thy soul, and bring thee to feel-" Thou,
must save and Thou alone."
.. Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee,"

Oh! this must have been hard work, brethren, for poor Israel to
feel themselves on the point of destruction with no power in themselves
to help themselves; and yet this is the way God brings His people
spiritually, to look unto Him and to trust Him alone for salvation.~i2
" But for a living soul to stand
'Midst thousand dangers scared,
And see destruction close at hand!
Oh this indeed is hard.
Give power and will, and then co=and,
And we will follow Thee;
And when we're frightened bid us stand
And Thy salvation see."

Or, once more: Follow those 600,000 men, besides women and
children, together with a mixed multitude, that came out of Egypt
with very much cattle, and see them brought into a condition to need
one of the most common necessaries of life-water. What could the
power of man effect to slake the thirst of such a host ~ Nothing.
"If the Lord do not help thee, how shall I help thee~" might well
have been the answer of Moses to the people at such a time; but here
again "They looked unto Him and were lightened." Moses is
commanded to smite the rock, and a stream flows forth and follows
them all their journey through. Fellow sinner, it is just so with you
and me. At God's command the Living Water flows forth, and then
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the poor thirsty soul drinks of that spiritual Rock that follows him.
Oh! like Hagar, to have one's eyes opened to see this well of water,
for saith Jesus, "The water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life." But before our
eyes are opened to see it, or our hearts to appreciate it, we must have
felt what it is for the water in our bottles to be spent. We may think
to treasure up a stock of grace, and of faith, and of experience to fall
back upon in the cloudy and dark day; and very proud and very
independent of God, brethren, should we be, if we could effect this
our desire; but He Whose ways are not as our ways, and Whose
thoughts are not as our thoughts, has designed it otherwise. He
will have us live upon Himself and not upon our resources-no, not
even upon the graces He is pleased to bestow upon us-but upon
Himself; and that from day to day. And it is because our pride
dislikes this that again and again He makes us to feel what it is for
the water in our bottles to be spent; and when we feel unable to
replenish them, and pant for want, then He bids us look unto Him
that we may be lightened, and our faces not ashamed.
Brethren, are we the characters described in our text ~ If so,
we answer the description by being among those who in faith and
prayer are looking to the Lord Jesus Christ. How few of us, however,
are there that really understand this. Instead of looking to Jesus
we are constantly looking to ourselves, and expecting to find in
ourselves that which shall bring joy and peace. How little is that
verse in Hebrews xii. 2 understood-" Looking unto Jesus." Not
only does the expression include " looking unto Jesus," but " looking
away from" everything else; yes, even from our sweetest frames
and deepest experiences, as well as from our coldness and badness,
our doubts and fears-from sinful, legal, and self-righteous self to
Jesus. "They looked unto Him and were enlightened," as the
expression- may be rendered. Now, in one sense they must have
been enlightened before they could look, but by looking to the Lord
their light was increased; just as in the Epistles, where the Apostle
says, "Grace be unto you," etc., he means, as writing to those who
already knew the grace of God in truth, as it is expressed in the
General Epistle of J ude, verse 2, that this may be "multiplied."
This chiefly designs the light of joy, peace, and comfort which is had
in a way of believing. Take one or two instances of this as set forth
in the Word of God. I read in the 8th chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles of a certain evangelist, named Philip, going down to the city
of Samaria and preaching Christ. Many were led of the Spirit to
believe the message, because enlightened as to the suitability of the
Saviour in all His fulness to their wants. 'Yhat was the consequence 1
" There was great joy in that city."
Again, when the eyes of the Eunuch's understanding were enlightened
to see Jesus as set forth in the prophecy of Isaiah, and when that
same Jesus was preached to him, and faith was vouchsafed him to
believe the prophet's testimony concerning Jesus, what do we read
was the result 1 "He went on his way rejoicing."
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I speak to some this night who know, every man, the plague of his
own heart-to whom the fountains of the great deep have been opened
up-who have been taken into Ezekiel's chamber of imagery, and are
daily discovering the greater and still greater abominations of their
deceitful and desperately wicked hearts. What is it that you want,
my brethren ~ Simply an answer to the cry-" Lord, lift Thou up
the light of Thy countenance upon us." The light of joy and peace
in believing can only flow into thy soul by looking unto Jesus; and
whatever thy condition be, however gloomy, dark, or perplexed, thy
relief is here. Oh, for the teaching of the Spirit to lead thee then to
Jesus and to a knowledge of His fulness, for" Salvation's in His
name"; and His own word to those who feel their need of enlightenment and salvation is, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else."
Poor sensible sinner, thou hast His own word, and His own covenant;
and He has Himself promised to work in thee both to will and to do ;
that so" When darkness envelopes the mind,
And troubles rush in as a flood,
Protection in Him thou may'st find,
And peace through His peace.speaking blood.
" When thirsty and faint in the way,
01' groping 'twixt hope and despair,
To faith He'll His fulness display,
And bid thee, poor sinner, look there.
" When lost in thyself and undone,
Like a dove to His wounds thou shalt flee,
For all that the Gospel makes known,
Says He, 'Thou shalt look unto Me.'"

"They looked unto Him and were lightened, and their faces were
not ashamed." The words may be translated "They looked unto
Him and flowed," and this would set forth, as Dr. Gill observes, both
the number of them that looked up to the Lord in their distress, and
the swiftness of their motion, and their earnestness and fervour of
mind; and this shows that faith is not only a looki'ng to Christ, but a
going forth unto Him. The like figure of the flowing of a river is of
frequent occurrence in the Scriptures; for example, in Jeremiah
xxxi. 12, " Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion,
and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord." So also Isaiah
ii. 2, "And all nations shall flow together unto it." Chapter Ix. 5,
"Then thou shalt see and flow together, and thine heart shall fear
and be enlarged." So again, speaking of Babylon, the prophet
Jeremiah says, " The nations shall not flow together any more unto him."
Poor sinner, hast thou any flowing forth of thy affections to Jesus
Christ-to His person-His grace-His ordinances-His peopleHis Word-His ways? If so, it is because thou hast looked unto Him;
and in order to have thus looked to Him thou must have had faith;
and if thou hast faith of the operation of God, thou art a saved soul.
Judge thyself then by this unerring standard of God's Word-this
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infallible test and touchstone. If thou hast a flowing forth of thy
spiritual affections to the people of God, and dost love them for the
truth's sake that dwelleth in them, thou art not dead in trespasses
and sins; "For we know that we have passed from death unto life
because we love the brethren." Again, if thou hast a flowing forth
of thy affections to the ordinances of God, and especially to the
preaching of His gOi3pel-that truth which humbles the sinner in the
dust of self-abasement lays him low and exalts Jesus Christ on the
pole of the gospel, which empties the sinner from vessel to vessel to
make room for the fulness which is in Christ Jesus; if thou canst
endure sound doctrine such as this, because there is something in thy
soul corresponding to it which enables thee to set to thy seal that
these things are the very truth of God; then, though living in the
last days when perilous times are indeed come, thou mayest safely
conclude that thou art not one of the many which Scripture assures
thee shall be found in those days who" will not endure sound doctrine,
but, after their own lusts, shall heap to themselves teachers having
itching ears, who shall turn away their ears from the truth and be
turned unto fables."
Above all, if there are times when thou dost feel a flowing forth
{)f thine affections towards the person of the Son of God so as to be
able to say, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is none
upon earth (in the matter of my salvation) that I desire beside Thee" ;
if, like Peter, thou canst answer the question, "Lovest thou me ~ "
by " Yea, Lord, Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I love
Thee"; or, if this being too strong an answer for thee, thou canst
give no better than, " Tell me where Thou feedest, where Thou makest
Thy flock to rest at noon; for why should I be as one that turneth
aside by the flocks of Thy companions? "-this will be enough to show
that thou art not altogether destitute of life; for, finding thyself
desirous of the sincere milk of the Word, that thou mayst grow
thereby, shows that thou hast tasted that the Lord is gracious, and
art made a partaker of that love which will kindle thine, when shed
abroad in thy heart, by the power of the Holy Ghost.
" They looked unto Him and were lightened, and their faces were
not ashamed." The word in the original signifies "digging," as in
Psalm xxxv. 7, "Without cause they have digged for my soul." The
idea is just that of one who, being ashamed, seeks to dig for himself
a hole in which to hide himself; and this is just such a hiding-place
as we are told they will seek who shall realize what it is to feel" The
great day of His wrath is come." Poor sinner, unless Jesus be thy
hiding-place thou art one who, with" the bngs of the earth, and the
,great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every free man, shall seek to hide
thyself in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains: and shall say
to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb."
How different the characters described in our text. Realizing
that "When He shall appear, they shall be like Him, for they shall
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see Him as He is," they look forward to the period when they shall
say, "La, this is our God, we have waited for Him; we will be glad
and rejoice in His salvation." And" To them that thus look for
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation."
Every poor, timid one shall then have his doubts and fears removed;
and so far from his face being ashamed, he shall be able to say :" Should storms of seven-fold th under roll,
And shake the globe from pole to pole,
No flaming bolt can daunt my face,
Since Jesus is my hiding-place."

If this be so, how solemn the inquiry for each of us-Am I looking
unto Jesus 1 Looking to Him for faith to look to Him; looking to
Him for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption;
looking to Him for those fresh supplies which each hour I need, while
pressing on to God; looking to Him as the responsible one for His
Church; as the Captain of His people's salvation, their glorious
Forerunner; looking to Him as my Prophet, Priest, and King-in a
word, as my " All in all "1 As One "in whom it hath pleased the
Father that all fulness should dwell"; as One who has "ascended
up on high, and led captivity captive and received gifts for men" ;
as to Him with whom" is the residue of the Spirit," and Who has said,
" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, that will I do! "
in a word, as " the Author and Finisher of our faith," our all-prevailing
Intercessor, who is pleading our cause, and opening His mouth for
the dumb, in the cause of all those who, in their own feelings, are
appointed to destruction 1 Brethren, can we honestly say before
God that thus with a single eye we are looking to Jesus, and to Jesus
only, for salvation ~ or do we, like too many, alas! who profess to
look to Him, at the same time (as Berridge says) "squint and peep
another way"? The Lord make and keep us honest in this matter;
and if there be anything, in whole or in part, of our own (either negative
or positive) that we are placing any dependence upon in connection
with our souls' salvation, the Lord help us to see that it is but a broken
reed which will go into our side and pierce us; and to contrast it
with the security of those who are venturing on J esu,"" :" Venturing wholly,
Letting no other trust intrude" ;

and who looking thus to Him shall be "lightened and their faces be
not ashamed."
ETERNAL LIFE is the whole work of God upon the souls of the elect,
from the beginning to the end; the Divine life begun in grace on earth,
completed in glory in heaven. Knowledge maketh the spirit one with
that which is known. How, then, should this endear the knowledge
of our blessed Lord, and quicken us to follow hard after it! The true
knowledge of our Beloved maketh us one spirit with Him, and transformeth us into His image, which is the whole armour of God put on
at once, the complete frame and fabric of all Grace rising up at onee
in the heart.-Peter Sterry.
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THE GRACE OF GOD.
THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE NOT DANGEROUS.

" The doctrine which is according to godliness." -1

TIM.

I
I
I

!

vi. 3.

(Concluded from page 36.)

ANOTHER fruit growing in the land of grace is SANCTIFICATION.
There is a threefold signification held out to us in the Scriptures of
truth, concerning sanctification. First, to celebrate that as holy which.
was so before; thus the Lord says, "They shall sanctify My name,
and sanctify the Holv One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel"
(Isa. xxix. 3). And ~hen do God's people thus celebrate the Lord?
When they that" erred in spirit come to the understanding" of God's
mercy in Christ, and" they that murmured" against the Lord's way
of saving sinners, "learn the doctrine" of free, full, and everlasting
pardon for sin. Then holy meltings of the heart before God, and true
repentance at the foot of the cross will be known, and God shall he
confessed as an holy God, " pardoning iniquity, transgression, and sin."
For as Mr. Hart sings,
" Law and terrors do but harden.
All the while they work alono ;!
But a sense of blood·bought pardon,
This dissolves a heart of stone."

And we are taught by the dear Redeemer that" There IS JOy m
heaven over one sinner that repenteth" (Luke xv.). So that while a
sinner is celebrating God as holy, God is celebrating him as holy in
Christ from everlasting. The Father rejoices over him as an object of
His eternal delight; Jesus rejoices over him as the purchase of His
blood; the Holy Ghost rejoices over him as the temple of His residence;
angels rejoice over him as one of the heirs of salvation, to whom they
must minister; saints made perfect rejoice over him in anticipation
of soon seeing him among them.
Thus Zephaniah tells the church, "the Lord thy God in the midst
of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy;
He will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with flinging" (Zeph.
iii. 17); and, referring to sanctification, in this point of view the apostle
must be understood in 1 Cor. vi. 11, when after describing the unrighteous, and saying" such were some of you," he adds, " but ye are
washed" in " the washing of regeneration"; "but ye are sanctified,"
rejoiced over, as true penitents, and celebrated in "the presence of
the angels of God," as vessels of holiness.
Secondly, to set apart any pers0n or thing for an holy purpose or use.
In this point of view, Christ was sanctified or set apart to the office of
Mediator, and so He says to the Jews, "Say ye of Him, whom the
Father hath sanctified, Thou blasphemest; because I say, I am the Son
of God?" (John x. 36). Thus, as typical of Christ, the Lord said unto
Moses, "sanctify unto me all the firstborn "; set apart the firstborn
as typical of Christ, the firstborn among many brethren (Exod. xiii. 2).
And as typical of the church, the tabernacle and temple were sanctified,
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or set apart for an holy purpose, which purpose was to be typical of
the church of God, set apart by God from everlasting, to be the place
of His residence; as He says, "this is my rest for ever; here will I
dwell, for I have desired it." All the utensils and vessels of the temple
and tabernacle were sanctified, or set apart for an holy use, in the same
way, to typify all the blessings of the everlasting covenant, set apart
in Christ for the chllIch's use. All who were engaged in the service of
the temple or tabernacle were sanctified or set apart, typical of the
ministers of the gospel, and the officers of a gospel church, set apart
for the special use of God's people. It is in this point of view Jude
must be understood, when he says of the church, " sanctified by God
the Father" (Jude i.), and the apostle Paul likewise, when he addresses
his epistle" to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus." Set apart
for God's glory in Christ by the joint counsel, will, and pleasure of
the eternal Three in One.
And lastly, to make persons holy who were before unholy. This is
done when God fulfils that new covenant promise, " a new heart also
will I give them." If, then, God gives" a new heart" to his people,
either that heart is holy or unholy; if holy, it cannot be made more
so, therefore progressive sanctification must fall to the ground; if
unholy, what use is it ~ No use at all, unless it is to doubly damn a
sinner, for he committed a multitude of sins when he had no "new
heart," and then to give him a heart which has sin in it, which it must
have if unholy, is to- give him power to commit more sin. The" new
heart" God gives is a "newness of life" from Christ. And Christ
prayed, when in Gethsemane's garden, to His Father for His people,
" Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy word is truth." Then the
only way of being sanctified is through" the truth of God" the Father,
and the truth of God the Father is "the Word," and" the Word" is
Christ, and Christ is God's word, because, as we express our thoughts
to each other by our words, God expresses His love to us by giving us
Christ, and" in Him was life" (John i. 4). Therefore, when the Holy
Ghost quickens a l'inner into newness of life, it is by Christ, for the
church never had and never will have any spiritual life apart from
Christ. And though the communications of light to God's children
may be gradual, so that they can more and more clearly discern where
their life is hid, yet the life itself, which the Holy Ghost communicates
from Christ, cannot be increased. A new-born infant may have its
limbs grow, but it is no more alive after it has been in the world twenty
years than it was at first. Precisely so God's children, when quickened
by the Holy Ghost, have a life from Christ, which, coming from Him,
must necessarily be a holy life, and distinguishes itself as holy by its
immediate strugglings with sin. And it is this holy life which continues
to hold a warfare with the flesh, until " mortality is swallowed up of
life" (2 Cor. v. 4). The flesh does not, cannot grow better, but rather
worse, and sometimes, to the believer's sorrow, shows itself as worse
by its mighty workings. But though the old man of nature continues
to wax viler and more wanton every day, the new man of grace being
" renewed day by day," that is to say, being received and kept alive
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by the Lord working in the soul, the believer goes " from strength to
strength," or as the margin has it, " from company to company," from
overcoming one company of lusts to another, from one company of
evils to another, until he arrives before God in glory. Here, then, we
find that all our sanctification is in Christ, from Christ, and by Christ,
and cannot therefore admit of creature cultivation, creature strengthening, or creature improving. Is there then any danger in this doctrine?
None whatever, because it leads the soul to live wholly upon Christ.
None whatever, because it leads the soul to live out of the flesh. None
whatever, because it is from God and therefore must lead to God.
..<\..nother doctrine of grace is
THE COMPLEXITY OF CHRIST'S PERSON. He is said to be " made of
a woman, made under the law" (Gal. iv. 4), " Who is over all, God
blessed for ever." As man, He enquired concerning Lazarus, "Where
have ye laid him ~" As God, He described the" guest chamber, where
He should eat the passover with His disciples," and all the circumstances
connected with it. As man, He said, when He came to I.Jazarus' grave,
" roll ye away the stone." As God, He said" I"azarus, come forth."
As man, He was" asleep in the hinder part of the ship." As God, He
said to the stormy winds and boisterous waves, " he still, and immediately there was a calm."
In order to be indeed and of a truth the Redeemer of His people, He
must be man to suffer, bleed, and die; He must be God to give eternal
dignity to His righteousness, infinite worth to His blood, and immutable
preciousness to His person.
There can be no danger in this doctrine, for without the union of the
two natures, Godhead and Manhood, there can be no redemption; and
if no redemption, no communion with God; but through it believers
have nearness of access to God, and are privileged to hold fellowship
with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ.
Another fruit of grace is
THE CALLING OF THE HOLY GHOST, which consists in the internal,
invincible, and secret separation of an elect vessel of mercy from the
world, by which his attention becomes fixed upon matters of eternal
importance, and a sacred intercourse is opened up in the heart between
God and the sinner. This calling is distinguished from the outward
call of the gospel in that the latter is directed to every creature, and may
be rejected, trampled upon, and forgotten; but the former is directed
only to the objects of the Father's choice, and the purchase of the
Redeemer's blood, and cannot be resisted, refused, or slighted. It bears
various names throughout the sacred pages, being denominated " the
high calling" of God (Phil. iii. 14), because above the creatures power to
obtain of himself, being altogether sovereign; neither resting upon
human pliability, natural disposition, creature skill, nor moral worth.
It is said to be "an holy calling," because it is through an holy teacher,
leads to holy objects, takes from unholy pursuits, and is the inlet or
portal to holy enjoyments. It is "an heavenly calling," because it
originates in heavenly counsels held between the .ii:ternal Three in One,
and all who experimentally know it, sooner or later, enter the kingdom
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of heaven. It is founded upon Christ, for which reason the apostle
calls it, "the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." The reason is
obvious. The Father having blessed the sinner with election union
to Christ, with all the spiritual blessings in Christ, and everlasting
oneness with Christ; so that the fulness of Jesus being the sinner's
fulness, the mediatorial excellency of Jesus being the sinner's excellency,
and the righteousness of Jesus being that in which the sinner iR to be
arrayed for ever, the Lord calls the sinner from the world, the flesh,
and the devil, in order that he may be put in experimental possession
of the provision laid up for him in Christ. The great end, therefore,
of effectual calling, is to make us know that we are the Lord's, and that
we are" bought with a price"; it is to take us from the world's
deceitful vanities, to learn everlasting realities; to make us know the
emptiness of all earthly good, and to lead us to know the abundant
satisfaction of heavenly riches. And because this doctrine honours
the Holy Ghost in His sovereignty, invincibility, and covenant faithfulness, it is thought that, like the rest, it has a dangerous tendency; but
there would be great danger of all Adam's race being lost if this doctrine
were untrue, for if the Lord left it to the creature whether He should call
or not, none would be called, for man is born like a wild ass's" colt,"
so foolish and stubborn, that he would be sure to go the wrong road;
and the" carnal mind being enmity against God," as God's will is to
save, man's will would be to be lost.
Therefore, im·tead of this doctrine being dangerous it is a doctrine of
safety, because God having made a provision for the objects of covenant
delight, not one of these can perish till called by grace; and when called,
their desires, their thoughts, and affections, go out after Him who has
called them; therefore they long to live above sin, to have little of the
world's company, to have much of the Lord's, and to receive the
earnests of His Spirit; consequently, there is no danger in this doctrine.
Another fruit peculiar to grace is
THE FULL, FREE, AND EVERLASTING P ARDO::-< OF SIN THROGGH THE
ATONEMENT.

In this doctrine, we see J ehovah " a just God and a Saviour," for
" in those days and at that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel
shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and
they shall not be found." Why ~ "For I mU pardon those whom I
reserve." To reserve has the same signification as preserve, with this
shade of difference, that for the Lord to " reserve" His people carries
with it the idea that He holds them back from many things He permits
the world to have, so that the world accounts them the offscouring of
all things; but at the great day, when God makes up His jewels, he
will put them forward, and openly show them as possessing the best
treasures. We find, then, by this declaration in Jeremiah, that the
sins of God's people" shall not be found," yea, " there shall be none,"
for God pardons all whom He reserves or preserves in Christ Jesus.
This unspeakable blessing can come to them in no other medium than
the atonement of Christ, which atonement being exclusively for the
benefit of all " preserved in Christ Jesus," can put only their sins away.
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Therefore the apostle says, "we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." Who have
this redemption ~ "We," says the apostle, "who are preserved in
Christ Jesus." And on their behalf" he put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself"; past, present, and to come. Sins of all sorts, sins of all
lengths, sins of all depths, sins as black as hell, sins as high as heaven,
sins against light and knowledge, sins of omission and commission, sins
secret and sins public, all blotted out of God's debt book, the law, by
the blood of the Lamb. Oh, blessed thought, that when our Zerubbabel
beheld the amazing mountain of His people's woe, He was not backward
to exclaim, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God." Therefore Jehovah's
cry to this mountain is, "Who art thou, 0 great mountain? before
Zerubbabel thou shalt b-ecome a plain."
This doctrine cannot be dangerous, or have an unholy tendency,
for it shows how holy is His nature, how just His government, how firm
His law, Who would not pardon those who are as dear to Him as the
apple of His eye, without the darling of His bosom becoming" a Man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief"; at the same time it opens up
to view the infinity of that love, the sovereignty of that mercy, and
the unsearchable riches of that grace, which saves unto the uttermost
the unworthy, the abandoned, and the abominable. And is it possible
for any man feeling an interest in this to love sin? God forbid! The
very thought is derogatory to the nature of a Christian, and an insult
upon each person of the glorious Trinity; the Father for bestowing,
the Son for procuring, and the Holy Ghost for revealing this great
blessing, pa.rdon for sin.
Another fruit growing in the land of grace is JUSTIFICATION THROUGH
CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED TO HIS PEOPLE AND RECEIVED
BY FAITH. -Thus we read, " as by one man's obedience many were made
sinners, so by the disobedience of one shall many be made righteous"
(Rom. v. 19). "A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law" (Rom. ii. 28). The doctrine of imputation is easily proved. We
read" the wages of sin is death"; Christ died. Then he must have
had Sill either inherently or imputatively; not inherently, "for He
was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners." Therefore
it must be imputatively, and so the prophet says, " He hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all "; that is, " all us whom God hath appointed not
to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Then all our sins being imputed to Him, all His righteousness is imputed
to us; therefore the Lord calls His people "a righteous nation"
(Isaiah xxvi. 2), which they are not in themselves, their cry being" all
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6). And the apostle,
in 2 Cor. iii. 9, speaks at once to the point when he says, "He" (Christ)
" was made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." Neither does Christ, in the last chapter
of the Revelation, leave us to doubt where all our righteousness is to
come from; but says, "My reward is with Me, to give every man
according as his work shall be," not as his work" may be," but as his
work" shall be," because the work, according to which He will reward,
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is a finished work. Thus He tells us in the next verse, "I am Alpha
and Omega," the first and the last letter in Jehovah's alphabet of mercy,
" the beginning and the end" of all salvation, " the first and the last ,.
in an everlasting righteousness. As, therefore, the work is infinite in
value, glorious in dignity, and immutable in perfection, so must be the
reward.
We may further remark concerning justification, that it is founded
upon the grace-union subsisting between Christ and the church; for
the apostle says, "whom He did foreknow, them He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son. Moreover, whom
He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them
He also justified." The question therefore is, in what sense is it that
we are to understand God's foreknowledge in this particular text ~ It
cannot mean all the children of Adam, though He foreknew every one
of these as objects of His creative power; yet He did not predestinate
everyone of these to be conformed to the image of Christ. The meaning
must be this; whom He did foreknow as sons in Christ, He predestinated
to be conformed to the image of Christ; and upon the same footing,
namely, union to Christ, or sonship in Christ, they were secretly justified,
so that God's people, while in nature, are a justified people; which
justification is a secret hid in Christ, until the period arrives for the
objects of ancient choice to know it; and this knowledge is brought
about by the Holy Ghost, leading the soul to know its own condemnation by the law, and giving faith to realize interest in the righteousness
of Christ. It is because faith apprehends justification through the
righteousness of Christ, that we are said to be "justified by faith."
Not that faith in itself is meritorious, but it goes forth in its exercise
upon that which is meritorious, namely, Christ's righteousness; and
as this righteousness is revealed in the soul, so its effects 'will be conspicuous, in a greater or less degree, in the walk and conversation by
which we shall be justified before men. For this reason our ,,"orks are
said to justify us, that is, justify our profession before men, while
justification before God is " through the righteousness of faith."
There can be no danger in this doctrine, for without imputed righteousness there is no going to heaven, and by it a sinner is exalted far above
angels, while he shines in the perfection of Jesus, and at humble distance
" crowns Him Lord of all." Neither can this doctrine have an unholy
tendency, for what can enhance the beauty of holiness more than being
enrolled in perfection itself ~
Another fruit growing in the land of grace is ADOPTION.
By nature all Adam's children, like their fallen parent, " hide behind
trees in the garden," preferring any situation but His presence in
" Whose favour is life." Indifference, worldly cares, infidelity, pride,
morality, external religion, duties, respectability, immorality, hypocrisy,
a good name, false hopes of heaven, forms of godliness, and other
abominations, are so many trees behind which we all naturally hide;
but" there is a set time to favour Zion," therefore God's people must
be brought away from these" beggarly elements," and" because they
are sons, God sends forth the Spirit of His Son into their hearts, crying,
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Abba, Father." ijNot that the children of God, when they first have
this spirit of adoption, can plainly say" Father," but" Father" is the
essence of that variety of feelings, exercises, and desires, which
characterize the new-born soul. The babe in grace feels, but cannot
describe his feelings; he sees, but it is so little, he is afraid to speak of
it; yea, is unable to tell either what he sees or what he feels; he is
uncomfortable with the world, the breathings of his soul run in an holy
channel, he thirsts for righteousness, and so little is his knowledge, that
he expects the righteousness he needs to come from himself. But the
more his expectations and pursuit of happiness abound, the more he
discovers the shallowness of his own works, the emptiness of his prayers,
and the poverty of his own goodness. Resolutions have been often
broken through, promises forgotten, vow after vow made, but weakness
and emptiness have always been the result. The holy law of God is
opened up in its spirituality and extent, he beholds himself lost without
a ri'ghteousness equal to its demands, and a perfection equal to its
extent. In vain he strives to keep it, at every fresh attempt he is
constrained to cry, "My leanness, my leanness." The evil of sin, the
weakness of self, the justice of God, the holiness of His law, and his
desert as a sinner, are things that more and more conspicuously appear,
till, wretched and forlorn, he cries, "Save, Lord, or I perish." Here
we behold a bruised sinner, bruised by God laying sin upon a spiritual
conscience, applying the law to a spiritual understanding, and revealing
justice to a spirit,ual mind. And He who wounds alone can heal by a
revelation of the life treasured up in Christ. Therefore the Holy Ghost,
Who in the commencement of this work in the soul, put that which is
the principle of faith, namely, life, into- the man, now gives or draws
into exercise this blessed grace, by which the "captive exile hastens
to the cross of Calvary, that he may be loosed"; there he realizes
interest in the precious blood of Christ, by which his guilt is all removed,
appropriates the righteousness of Christ, and takes it as his own, while
Jesus' person is beheld as altogether lovely. Passed from death to life,
he is sealed an heir of heaven, and can boast of glory yet to come!
Clad in a robe of righteousness, without a spot, wrought out by Jesus,
how he sings! Washed in the crimson fountain of a Saviour's blood,
all pure he shouts for joy !-while "Abba, Father," dwells upon his
tongue. And, like dear Simeon, with the Saviour in his arms, the
loosened sinner cries, "Let now thy servant die, mine eyes have seen
Thy great salvation." All his legal fetters broken, he triumphs in the
righteousness of Christ. The dull knell of " Do, do," that formerly
issued from the Arminian caverns, now is changed for" It is done,"
" It is finished." And though after this he gets benighted, tried, and
tossed about by enemies, yet when he receives an earnest of his interest
in the Son of God, his fears are sure to fly, doubts sure to vanish, the
devil must sneak off, the world must be forgotten, troubles will be lost
sight of, wretchedness will be removed, "the King will be seen in His
beauty, the land beheld that is very far off," and" Abba, Father,"
cried with holy confidence. What is the danger of adoption ~ It
endangers free-will heresy, Arminian vanities, and creature exaltation.
7
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But does not endanger Jesus' crown, but puts it on His head. It doeR
not endanger holiness, but sings of it. It does not lead to sin, but
triumphs over it.
Another fruit is
THE NEW BIRTH. By which I mean, a sinner dead in trespasses
and sins, quickened by the Holy Ghost, and brought forth into spiritual
life. Before this happy change takes place the thoughts are vain, the
affections vile, the desires sinful, the judgment erring, the memory
strong and retentive of what is evil, but weak in what is good, the
conscience hard, the understanding dark, the will perverse, and the
whole mind enmity against God; but by the invincible work of the
Holy Ghost in regeneration, the thoughts are raised to heaven, the
desires purified, the affections spiritualized, the conscience softened,
the understanding enlightened, the will bent, and every faculty of the
80ul turned into a new and holy channel. It is from this newness of
life in the souls of the redeemed, that faith, hope, and prayer proceed.
Without. this mighty work in the soul, no other doctrinal truth can be
rightly known or duly appreciated; no warh,re with the world, the
flesh, or the devil felt, or the burden of sin groaned under; no promise
received or consolation understood; no joy in the Holy Ghost known,
or heavenly-mindedness experienced. But where the "washing of
regeneration" has taken place, the truth as it is in Christ becomes the
pursuit of the soul. Sin is felt as a grievous load, the world is discovered
to be a wilderness, the heart is found to be " deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked," while the spirit breathes after God. Christ
says, "Ye must be born again," and" Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John iii).
There can be no danger in this doctrine, for it is the gate of entrance
into the kingdom of God's grace, the portal to Gospel knowledge, the
inlet to true repentance, and the translation from the "power of
darkness into the marvellous light of God's dear Son."
And another fruit of grace is
THE FINAL PERSEVERANCE OF ALL THE REGE~TERATE.
By this they escape the pollution that is in the world through lust,
overcome every difficulty, and ultimately conquer every foe. This,
their perseverance, however, does not depend upon themselves, but
upon the Lord, for their" life is hid with Christ in God," and Christ
says to His people, " He " (the Holy Ghost) "dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you"; and God the Father says, " A vineyard of red wine,
sing unto It; I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment;
lest any hurt it I will keep It night and day" (Isaiah xxvii). In
consequence, therefore, of the constant indwelling of the Holy Ghost,
the perpetual keeping and watering of the Father, and the immutable
efficacy of the Saviour's work, "the path of the just is as the shining
light, which shineth more and more unto perfect day"; learning,
as they go forward, to "mortify," "crucify," "put off," and" lay
aside" the old man with his affections and lusts. Wherein lies the
danger of this doctrine? Blessed be God, the very nature of perseverance is to overcome everything that is dangerous and unholy. So
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that the happy partakers of grace prove victorious over all their
enemies within and without, and death itself only proves the harbinger
of eternal day.
"Then not the sun sha.ll more than I
His maker's will perform;
Nor shine with brighter purity,
Nor burn with zea.l so warm."

Thus, reader, I have presented thee with a view of some of those
precious doctrines of God's Word, frequently called "dangerous."
But where lies the danger 1 Nowhere but in a Pharisee's brains, which
is the devil's foundry for most of the lying speeches made against the
grace of God, for" the vile person will speak villainy, and his heart will
work iniquity, to practice hypocrisy and to utter error against the
Lord; to make empty the soul of the hungerer after a free grace
salvation" (Isa. xxxii). But let these vile persons recollect that
the doctrines of grace are the doctrines of the Bible, and therefore the
doctrines of God; concerning Whom we read that" He cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man," but if the doctrines
of God tempt or lead men to sin, then God leads to sin, so that our
opponents have ratified in their character those words, "He that
rolleth a stone it shall return upon him" (Prov. xxvi. 27), for they
often but very falsely say, we who love free grace make God the
author of sin, whereas they make ,~ God the author of sin," who charge
the doctrines of God with having a " licentious tendency." Contrary
to what they affirm, we find these doctrines are holy, heavenly, and
spiritual in all their parts, branches, and effects. But it may be asked,
"Why is it, seeing the doctrines of grace are really doctrines according
to godliness, that some men who profess to love them, and zealously
defend them, live in sin 1" Some there may be of this stamp, but they
know the doctrines speculatively, not vitally; theoretically, not
unctuously; notionally in the head, not savingly in the heart. But
the doctrines of grace even speculatively known, forbid sin; therefore,
it is not from knowing these doctrines that men sin, it is because these
doctrines have no reigning power or sweetening efficacy in their hearts,
notwithstanding their profession, they still remain " dead in trespasses
and sins." For to say the doctrines of grace have a sinful tendency, is as
reasonable as affirming the sun produces cold, or the moon darkness.
And to attempt to root up all the empty professors, daring hypocrites,and
almost Christians, who force themselves into the communion of God's
saints on earth, would be doing that which Christ has commanded us
not to do, for, saith He, "Let the tares and the wheat both grow together
until the harvest, and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them,
but gather My wheat into My barn" (Matt. xiii). Thus God has
ordered it, and who can disannul it ~ Ishmael shall dwell under the
same roof as Isaac; Esau be in the same womb with Jacob; and the
Samaritans live near the Jews. Paul had an Alexander to trouble
him; Peter an Annanias and Sapphira; and John a Diotrephes. But
Paul, Peter, and John preached the doctrines of grace notwithstanding,
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and were no Antinomians either. And look to what fellowship of
Christians we may, some tares are sure to be growing, for even Christ
in His little company had a Judas. These fact-s, however, do not make
God's children run from the truth, but in the Lord's hand constrain
them to cling more steadfastly to it. So that when many of the nominal
disciples of Christ "go back, and walk no more with Him" in the
paths of grace, they cry, "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou haflt the
words of eternal life."
If there is a place of worship where the grace of God is faithfully
preached, it is often said with much contempt, by the fashionable
professors around, "None but poor people go there; it is not a respectable congregation." Very true; but this does not establish the
assertion that the doctrines of grace are "dangerous." "Hath not
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him ?" And such ministers
as are surrounded with a people who love the truth in the life and power
of it, however despised as " poor" in this world, and" not respectable,"
are more like Christ than they are, who, perpetually encompassed with
the wealthy and the great, forget the dignity of the office they profess
to hold; for Christ's" kingdom is not of this world," and He had only
poor fishermen for His first disciples; and those who chiefly composed
His retinue on earth were the poor, the lame, the halt, and the blind.
But it is said, " Most people speak against that preaching which savours
of so much grace." Very true; but it is the multitude who are walking
in the broad road; therefore this does not prove the doctrines of grace
dangerous to God and godliness; though very dangerous to the devil's
schemes, priestcraft, and free-will, which latter has the most votaries,
because the most natural. And while the children of God are reckoned
the "filth of the earth," they Sire to God His precious jewels, His
special treasure, His everlasting delight.
Reader, what does thy heart say to these things ~ If thou art a
careless, thoughtless infidel, living without any profession at all, thou
wilt think what thou hast now read not "orth thy concern; but,
remember, without a soul-interest in them everlasting "oe "I'ill be thy
portion. If thou art an empty profes or, knowing the doctrines in
the head and not in the heart, thou hast in the perusal satisfied thy
notions and thy fancy, while thy soul has neither tasted the sweetness,
nor known the strengthening virtue of "the doctrines of grace." If
thou art an almost Christian, thou wilt not approve of it, because I
have not been moderate enough. If thou art a Pharisee, thou wilt
hate what I have said in it more than thou dost sin or the devil, because
it is not palatable to thy self-righteous nature. If thou art a brokenhearted sinner, thou wilt hail the truth, knowing it to possess healing
virtue; thou wilt be panting after it as the only thing that can comfort
or strengthen thee in thy distressing moments. If thou art an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile, thy desires will be going out after it as the
life of thy soul; and if thou canst not say, "My Beloved is mine, and
I am His," thou canst say, " That I may know Him" in the efficacy of
His grace, "and the power of His resurrection" in my soul, "for I

The Gospel Magazine.

101

count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus," whom I long to call" my Lord." Then be assured thou dost
not only know the doctrines of grace, but what is better still, the grace
of the doctrine. And" what thou knowest not now, thou shalt know
hereafter."

A SONG OF THE MORNING.
" When the morning was now Game, Jesus stood on the shore."
- JOHN xxi. 4.
WHEN the night of time has flown
With its shadows drear,
When th' eternal day has dawned
Calm, and fair, and clear:
When my lonely watch is past,
When my toil is o'er,
I shall see the Master stand
On the heavenly shore.
I sha.ll see His glistening robe,
" \Yhite as snow" unstained;
I shall see His " golden crown"
Which in war He gained.
I shall see His blessed face,
Whose illuming rays
Lighten angels, serving saints
On earth's rugged ways.
I shall meet the loving look
Of His holy eyes,
Bright as lamps, or stars that shine
In the peaceful skies.
I shall hear the gentle tones
Of His" glorious voice,"
Soft as summer zephyr mild,
Sweet as music choice.
I shall see a table spread
With a pure repast;
I shall hear Him sweetly say
" Come, and break your fast." *
I, who oft have hungered sore
After husks denied,
Shall take " bread" from His dear handShall be-satisfied.
ISA.

• John xxi 12 (R,V.)
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THE LATE REV. J. C. MARTIN, M.A.
MEMORIAL TABLET.

THE frontispiece in our present issue is taken from a very successful
photograph by Messrs. Russell & Sons (50, Clarendon Road, Southsea),
and represents the tablet which has recently been erected in the Circns
Church, Landport, in affectionate and grateful remembrance of its
founder and first pastor, our much beloved brother in Christ, the Rev.
J. C. MAR'fIN. The inscription upon the Memorial is as follows:
"In loving and grateful memory of the Rev. JOHN CUTLACK MARTIN,
M.A., the Founder of this Church and the adjacent Schools, who for
upwards of forty years preached here, faithfully and gratuitously, the
Gospel of the free and sovereign grace of God, this Tablet is erected by
his bereaved Congregation. Long his ministry was singularly characterized by fidelity to the Evangelical and Protestant principles
Scripturally maintained in the XXXIX Articles of the Reformed Church
of England. His experimental proclamation of the blessed doctrine
of justification by faith in Christ crucified, adorned by a consistent life,
was richly owned by the Holy Spirit in the salvation of sinners, and in
the establishment of believers. His tender sympathy and care for
spiritually exercised souls were the fruit of a deep personal experience.
He departed to be with Christ, April 15th, 1904, aged 77 years. 'Whose
faith follow' (Heb. xiii. 7)."
The tablet, which is of Sicilian marble on a background of black
marble, was unostentatiously unveiled at close of a recent Wednesday
evening service by the Rev. ARTHUR J. DAY, Mr. MARTIN'S successor,
who, in a few feeling sentences, spoke of the revered servant of Christ
who now rests from his earthly labours in the presence of His beloved
Redeemer and Lord. Mr. DAY remarked how deeply sensible that
gathering was of the deep debt of gratitude they owed to God for His
goodness in causing Mr. MARTIN to be the first minister of that church,
and in keeping him faithful to strict Gospel principles to the end.
Their late dear Pastor was unswerving in his faith, and that truth which
was his stay in the early days of his connection with that church was
also his stay on a bed of intense agony of body. "God grant," added
Mr. DAY, "that you and I may be kept on the same lines, and value
the doctrines of God's grace as he valued them." Mr. DAY then
prayed that he himself might follow the footsteps of his dear predecessor on the foundations of truth, love, and consistency.
We rejoice in being able to record, of our personal knowledge, that
the spiritual work at the Circus Church, under dear Mr. MARTIN'S late
colleague and successor, is prospering and promising to prosper. The
large congregation of well-established people whom Mr. MARTIN
bequeathed to Mr. DAY have rallied round their Pastor prayerfully
and unitedly, and given him practical assurance that the church and
Scripturally conducted schools shall enjoy their liberal support and
cordial sympathy. The generous assistance of Mrs. MARTIN, too, is
a very real cheer and encouragement to the new Incumbent of the
" Circus" church. ,.:
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All those of our readers-and they are many-who knew and loved
the late faithful and able witness for God's Covenant truth will, we feel
assured, remember the interests of Zion in connection with the
" Circus," and plead that the latter end of the great spiritual work at
Landport may be more fruitful to God's glory than even its beginning.
THE EDITOR.

THE EDGES OF THE CLOUDS.
(REPRINTED FROM THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE," 1853.)
ONE pleasant afternoon not long ago, I had a long walk to take, and
was accompanied for part of it by my father. We walked on very
quietly, seldom speaking, my mind being occupied with very gloomy
thoughts; circumstances from which I had hoped much seemed to be
bringing nothing but disappointment; and I, unmindful of the undeserved mercies I enjoyed, was murmuring and discontented. Just as
we parted, my father called my attention to the sky, and said, "You
will have a beautiful edge to that cloud presently." I looked up; a
cloud was just passing between us and the sun (behind which it appeared
to be setting), and answered that the sun was going down covered with
a cloud. My father remarked that it was but a small one, and then I
continued my walk alone.
The sentence, "You will have a beautiful edge to that cloud presently," recurred very forcibly to my mind, and I saw how it might
apply to the cloud upon which I was mentally brooding; and reflecting
that this, too, was sent to me by an all-wise, all-seeing, all-merciful
Father, was led to trust all things to the keeping of Him to Whom all
things are known. I looked again at the cloud which had come to
me from His appointment; and although there seemed no hope of a
bright edge being visible soon, yet remembered is was sent in love,
for I was wayward, and inclined to seek for happiness in creature comforts; and perhaps my Lord meant to draw me more to Himself by
interposing a cloud, where I had in imagination built a pleasant restingplace, or may be, thought of a dwelling-place on earth. He would
desire to convince me that it is neither in fellowship with His people,
or anything else short of heaven and the presence of Christ, perfect
peace is to be found. Oh, truly the Lord our God is " wonderful in
counsel and excellent in working." Oh, that we could trace all things
concerning us, both the clouds and the sunshine, as coming from Him,
the Lord of Hosts. Occasionally He gives us a view of the beautiful
edge encircling the clouds He sends us even now in the wilderness, and
shows us how needful it is that we be -tried and purified from the dross
of earthly affections, that all our desires may mount heavenward. At
times, too, we find the clouds, that look so black and threatening at
first, are the means employed of bringing us to a quiet haven of rest in
the midst of our pilgrimage, and then how lovely their edges appear.
Could we but realize the presence of our glorious Immanuel in full
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faith, we surely should not fear as we enter the cloud, especially after
the promise which shall never be negatived, for in Christ it is Yea and
Amen-" All things shall work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." The
question, then, for each of us individually is, Have I been called ~
Have I heard the voice of Jesus ~ For all the elect are, lil<e Paul,
" chosen to see that Just One, and to hear the voice of His mouth"
(Acts xxii. 14). Here, then, is a mark by which we are to try whether
we are called. Has the Eternal Spirit opened our eyes to see the King
in His beauty, and our ears to hearken to Him? Do we know that
" never man spake like this Man"? Then, when any cloud darlrens
the heavens fLround and above us, we shall be enabled, if faith be in
exercise, to see the Hand of our Lord disposing every event, and to
hear His cheering words, " What I do thou knowest not now, but thou
shalt know hereafter." Yes, should we never on earth see the brightness of the clouds, or comprehend the mysterious ways of our heavenly
Father, yet when we see Him as He is, and know even as we are known
-when from those eternal heights we look back to the chequered pathway we trod in the days of our pilgrimage-we shall see the clouds that
once looked so black with such beautiful edges, that we can scarcely
believe them to be the same under which we once trembled; and
tracing the wonderful love of the Triune Jehovah in sending them for
the promotion of our eternal well-being, we shall praise, wonder, and
adore. Oh, with what brightness and beauty will these clouds be
arranged, which were commissioned to wean us from the idols after
which, if left to ourselves, we should have gone, and make us cleave
to our Immanuel, crying out with Ephraim, " What have I any more to
do with idols?" Oh, then, it behoves the regenerated children of
God to wait patiently for the time when, having entered into their rest,
they will have a view of the beautiful edges of the clouds that overshadowed them when alienated from home, and join with the ransomed
of all nations in ascribing glory, honour, and majesty to Him Who
fed them all their life through-"Who instructed them, kept them as
the apple of His eye-Who guided them with His counsel, and at
length received them to glory. To Him be all the praise. . Amen.

"GOD has called you to suffer; and you go likei,iAbraham, not
knowing whither you go; like Israel going down into the Red Sea,
every step is strange to you. Still, be of good cheer, God marks your
every step. He that loves you with an infinite unchanging love is
leading you by His Spirit and providence; He knows every stone,
every thorn in your path. Jesus knows your way; Jesus is afflicted
in all your afflictions; 'Fear not, for I have redeemed thee.' One
child of God was heard to say, that if it were God's will that she should
remain in trials for a thousand years, she could not but delight in
His will. But this is not asked of us; we are only called to suffer
awhile."-The late Rev. R. M. McOheyne.
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MOMENTS:

BEING THE DYING TESTIMONY OF " A CERTAIN POOR WIDOW."
LUKE xxi. 2.
By THE LATE MR. GEORGE COWELL.
THE following is a simple narrative of facts; for to avoid the sensational, and grasp at the substantial, is very necessary in these days.
It is penned because it is believed, that to note the dying testimonies
-of the Lord's saints, concerning the faithfulness of their covenant God,
the preciousness of redeeming blood, and the sanctifying operation of
the Holy Ghost, must bring honour to the Eternal Three, and is calculated to strengthen the faith of those who remain, to struggle on
:amidst the battle of life. May God accompany the narrative with His
blessing, to the profit of souls!
On a Sabbath-day, just as we were upon the point of going to the
:house of God, a Christian friend called to ask us to visit a poor widow
woman, who was evidently drawing near her end, adding, " I have had
such a feast while listening to her tell of redeeming blood, that I am
SUl'e you would like to hear for yourself."
Very soon we wended our way to Widow White's cottage. It was a
lowly one-some nasturtiums were running up over the door, at which
-stood a young woman, the daughter of the widow. We inquired for
her mother, and she replied, "Very sadly, sir! do come in." We were
no sooner in, than we were at the bedside of the sufferer, for it was only
Tound the corner by the door, and close to the window. Perhaps this
was her own wish, for she loved the sunshine; and now a ray darted
upon the placid countenance of the sick one. There she lay: true, her
frail body was but a mere frame of bones, covered with a tightened,
bloodless skin, but yet her eye sparkled, her intellect was wonderfully
vivid, and her voice sweetly clear, as, looking at me, she said, calmly
~nd deliberately, " A stranger! come near, sir; now I tell you what
the Lord has done for my soul."
Ah, reader, "where the treasure is, there will the heart be also."
It needs no chilling formality to introduce Christ. "Oh, what a
Saviour mine has been to me ! " sbe continued. "Thirty years ago I
was a wretched woman; burdened under a sense of my many sins, I
did not know what to do. One day, in my agony, I determined to go
to a Christian tradesman in this town, and tell him of my state. Full
of this idea, I started for his house, and when on the way, I saw him
-coming up the street. My heart failed me as he approached; and
yet, I thought, my case is such a desperate one, I must take the liberty;
when, just as I was upon the point of crossing the road to speak to him,
,a woman I knew stopped and spoke to me, and the gentleman passed
·on. Thus was I foiled; and now how angry I was with God! I told
Him He would not do anything for me. It was all hopeless. But,
.do you know, sir, that night, as I lay in bed, on this side" (pointing
to her right, and proceeding slowly), " do you know, sir, a voice spoke
into this ear, and it did not go out of the other, ' Believe in the Lord
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Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.' 1 cannot tell you whether 1
was dreaming, or whether it was a vision, but this 1 know, it was a voice
-1 heard it; and then did 1 see that the Lord Jesus did not mean me
to look to a fleshly instrument, but He meant Himself to take me in hand.
, Do you know' (an expression she often used), '1 can't tell you a
thousandth part of what 1 have enjoyed of Christ sinc~ then. Oh,
what a Saviour He has been to me !
, I'll praise Him while He lends me breath.'

He took my filthy rags of creature righteousness, and threw them all
behind His back, and covered me with His own robe of righteousness
and garments of salvation, and presented me, pardoned, to His eternal
Father-Oh, what a Saviour He has been to me ! " and here looking
upward, and becoming lost in adoration, she exclaimed, "Yes, 1 see
Him-l see Him upon the fleecy clouds, bending towards me, and 1
long to be with Him," and, overcome, she sank upon the pillow, and
for a few moments all was silent.
Then slowly, yet clearly, she proceeded: "Do you know, sir, 1 have
had to battle with the world, a poor lone widow ; but Jesus, my blessed
Saviour, has never left me. Now," she added, " you are a stranger to
me, but take my advice, Do you take every little thing that concerns you
to Ohrist. 1 have, and it is wonderful how He has helped me through
all. He has raised me up such kind friends, and while 1 have been
lying here for now more than two years, they have come, and, do you
know, their words of comfort have been like dewdrops upon the thirst)
ground."
Talking on in this strain, one felt one could only sit quiet and listen
to the testimony of this happy saint; and it was not till some time
had passed, that we ventured to propose the reading of a portion of
God's Word and joining together in prayer, and one will not easily
forget her emphatic" Oh, yes! " to the proposition. We turned tu
the eighth chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, every word of
which seemed familiar to this ripened saint. "There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which are in Christ." "That is true," she
exclaimed; "what should 1 do 'now' if there was?" She particularly enjoyed that sweet verse, " For ye have not received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption,
whereby we ,cry, Abba, Father." And again, "The earnest expectaon of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God."
She stopped us there, saying, " There's where 1 am wrong. 1 want my
Saviour to give me patience, but when my daughter turns me in bed,
oh, my agony is so great, that 1 do pray to my Saviour to take me home.
But it is only the flesh-l know His time is the best; and what are my
sufferings to His? And, do you know, my sufferings are deserved;
He suffered for us, 'the just for the unjust.''' We read to her this
glorious chapter, and after prayer, the burden of which was that this
dear saint might have her desire, even" the spirit of patience," we left
her, promising, if the Lord's will, to come soon again-for our own sake,
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for verily we did feel it good to be there, and watch the "ebbing
moments" of a child of God ripening for glory.
A few days after this interview, we wended our way again to Widow
White's cottage. We found her weaker in body, but her intellect still
exceedingly clear. As we drew near to her bedside, she shed upon us
a smile of welcome, and we felt that oneness of spirit known only to the
Lord's dear people. Her conversation again turned upon the past
incidents of her life, and she slowly mentioned two things which we
thought remarkable. First: At the expression "Feeding upon
Christ," she said, " Do you know I have sat in that armchair hour after
hour at my needle" (she was a shoebinder), " and with my Bible open
on the table by my side-yes, hour after hour, till, weary, sick, and
faint for want of food, my hands have dropped. I have roused myself,
and turned to my precious Bible, and such has been the joy realized,
that the pangs of hunger have been removed, and I have not felt to
want food; understand me, it was not that the Lord left me without
bread in the house, but from my state I have loathed it." We replied,
"We can quite believe it." This is not the first time, by many, that
we have heard of the Lord miraculously sustaining His children with
spiritual food.
The second thing she mentioned, which we thought an important
lesson for many, lI"as this: she said, " I have read my Bible as the voice
of Jesus speaking to me,. not as mere words, but as if I could see His
dear countenance, and look at His sweet lips moving while He has
spoken personally to me of the promises of His Word" ; and turning
her face towards us, she said, emphatically, " Do you read the Bible, si?',
as the voice of Jesus speaking to you? "
We read her some precious passages of the Word, to all of which she
responded; and seemed fully alive. At the passage, " Out of the depths
have I cried lmto the Lord," she said, "Is not that marked?" We
responded, "Yes," for, sure enough, there was the marking of some
bygone date, when doubtless wrestlings and rejoicings had been
experienced. At the mention of "the New Jerusalem," she caught at
the words, and repeated, "Ah! ah! the New Jerusalem," and then
burst into a perfect ecstasy of soul at the anticipation" When I appear in yonder cloud,
With all the ransomed throng,
Then will I sing more sweet, more loud,
And Ohrist shall be my song."

We thought it a fitting opportunity to read John's description of the
Holy City, every 1I"0rd of II"hich she seemed to drink in as one about to
enter its pearly gates, and after prayer we retired, promising, if the
Lord's will, to pay her another visit shortly. Ah! reader" Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are."

Widow White was a peculiarly afflicted woman. She had to drink
deeply of the cup of trial. It was not merely personal sufferings that
she had to bear, but her loving heart was often wrung through its
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tenderest affections. Her husband was bereft of his reason for eighteen
months prior to his death. In the earlier stage of his malady, she
promised him that she would never send him away. It might have
been an unwise promise, but it was one which she faithfully kept,
although at the peril of her life. On one occasion, when no one else
was in the house, he went to her with the intention of killing her. He
told her so. But she could not move away. She had no earthly
succour at hand; but, like Nehemiah before he answered the question
of the king, she prayed to the God of heaven, and He as quickly put it
into her eart what to answer the poor maniac. She said, "I have
good news for you, dear," and he paused to ask, " What it it ?" " Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners-to save you and me." He
answered, " Why, did He indeed, dear? " and forgot his fatal purpose.
On another occasion her calm trust in God was manifested when her
husband came downstairs, rubbing his hands in evident delight, and
saying, "Oh, my dear, I have got something very nice to tell you."
She said, " Well, my dear, what is it?" "Oh!" said he, " I have been
thinking how nice it would be to cut your throat and mine." She said,
"Well, my dear, but you know we are both so very poorly, and if I
were you, I would not do it to-day; leave it alone till to-morrowwe may be better by then" ; and he was led away again from his
purpose. Her friends now strongly recommended that her husband
should be sent away to an asylum, as it might be very dangerous to be
in the house with him. She said, " What! have you no more faith in
your God than that? If you have not, I have. My God will never
suffer him to hurt either me or my children."
Grateful to the Lord was she when, some short time before her
husband's death, the Lord in mercy gave him back his reason, and he
sat" at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind." Her
children also were her constant care, and many a prayer did she offer
on their behalf. A Christian gentleman, whom God had blessed wi h
this world's goods, visited her a short time before her departure,
bidding her "be at peace concerning her children, for he would see
them provided for, and she was not to have ll. thought about them."
This was the fulfilment of a reliance she had often expressed concerning
her children. She would say, " I feel assured that God will raise up
some friend to take care of them when I am no longe'r able to work for
them:' Thus does He honour His afflicted poor, leading the wealthy
to administer of their abundance to their necessities, and proving
Himself to be "the faithful Promiser." Earnestly did she plead for
all spiritual blessings on the heads and hearts of those who had supplied
her temporal wants; and after the visit of her kind benefactor, exclaimed, "The last earthly link is broken! 'Lord, now lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.' "
After this it was very evident to all about her, that her time on earth
would be but short, and thus it proved. How often in walking along
the streets does only a thin partition of brick or glass separate the
living from the dying! Outside is the hum of busy life, men predsing
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on, full of thought, while just inside is the hush of the sick chamber,
and the prostrate form of one approaching eternity. We reflected thus
as we stepped for the last time from the moving and the living into the
presence of our happy saint.
As we approached her couch, " How weary," we thought, " must the
enfeebled body get, lying hour after hour upon a narrow bed," but not
a murmur passed her lips; her joys were above, her faith was strong,
her trust peaceful, and Christ was verily all and in all to her. Her
sufferings from dropsy were very great so that while her face and hands
were wan and thin, her body was now swelling to an enormous size;
yet her first words, in answer to our inquiries, were, " Suffering much,
yet, mark me, not a murmur; for what are my sufferings compared to
those of my Jesus for me ~ " and then she commenced, in her usual
calm and deliberate way (her intellect remaining remarkably clear to
the end), " I tell you, sir, while I lie here, oh, how gracious my God is
to me!" We suggested that doubtless she could say, "Truly my
fellowship is with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ." Raising
herself a little on the pillow, she replied, " Ah, that it is! I'll tell you
what occurred since you were here," and, pointing to a corner of the
room over the bed, she exclaimed, fervently, " That corner is witness
of that. I asked the Lord, if it was His will, to give me a little relief
from pain, and He did, but I could not sleep; and as I lay meditating,
looking in tha corner, do you know, I &aw in my Juind's eye two great
mountains, and between them was a deep black gulf, over which was a
narrow bridge. I saw myself attempting to pass over that bridge, but
it was so slippery that my feet went from under me. I clutched at
the side, and held on with all my strength, but the little I had was fast
failing me, and I should have fallen into the deep gulf beneath, but a
friend, with such a lovely countenance, outstretched His hand, lifted
me completely up, and set my feet upon the mountain on the other side.
Mind me, sir, it was only with my mind's eye I saw this; it was no
vision." We were particularly struck often with her anxiety that we
should not think her visionary. There was indeed a matter-of-fact
simplicity about all her statements. She then went on to explain how
the sight of those mountains had carried her back to the time when
Jesus rescued her from impending destruction. How she had tried by
her own strength to cross the bridge, and completely failed, and that
when ready to perish, hanging over the gulf of eternity, Jesus outstretched His hand and put her on the other side. "So you see, sir,
it is all of grace. I tried to get across myself, but I could not. Jesus,
and Jesus alone, saved me." W'e suggested that her experience was
that of the Psalmist when he said, " He brought me up also out of the
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and
established my goings. And He hath put a new song in my mouth,
even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust
in the Lord." We now read, at her request, the fourteenth chapter of
the Gospel according to St. John, which was turned down, and which
since our last visit she had been feasting upon as well as her dim sight
in " ebbing moments" would allow. Her heart was full of the precious
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promises of God's Word, and we could not mention one without her
completing it with considerable emphasis.
At the precious passage, " Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe
in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions,"
we reminded her that the word" mansions" meant" abiding places,"
as if the Lord would say, "We have no continuing city here; this
world is a world of unrest; but yonder are abiding places, where there
will be no more going out for ever, but all peace, and rest, and joy."
The prospect of that fruition of joy caused her countenance to light up
with the sweetest animation. Her hope was truly full of immortality.
Again, she seemed to enjoy the passage, "Yet a little while, and the
world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me: because I live, ye shall live
also." We could appeal to the dying saint, and say, " Is not this your
experience ~ You see Christ-you have seen Him in His Word-seen
Him with the eye of faith, seen Him in fellowship-seen Him in His
precious, promises-seen Him in many a sanctified providence."
" Ah," she added, " '1nd seen Him as if He was by my side-and soon
shall see Him as He is."

., r

shall behold His face,
r shall His love adore,
And sing the wonders of His grace
For evermore."

Her life moments now ebbed fast away. We were not privileged to
be with her at the last, but friends describe the closing scene as follows:
"We read to her a hymn, during which she seemed to eat every word.
One said to her, ' You are still on this side of the river, but how is it
now ~' She said, with great effort, for the light of life was flickering
in the socket, 'Peace! -Joy! glory!'" And thus passed away the
happy soul of Widow White. She died November 28th, 1865, in the
forty-ninth year of her age.
"Sweet is the scene when Ohristians die,
When holy souls retire to rest:
How mildly beams the closing ej'e !
How gently heaves the e:q>iring breast!
,. So
So
So
So

fades a summer cloud away;
sinks the gale when storms are o'er;
gently shuts the eye of day;
dies a wave along the shore."

We felt an inward gratification in following in the wake of those who
bore the body of this departed saint to the prepared grave in our pretty
cemetery. The motherless children wept deeply, for they loved her
dearly. The clergyman who officiated was sensibly affected, for he had
often sat beside her couch. His tears, however, were tears of joy, as he
could confidently say in her case, "Forasmuch as it hath pleased
Almighty God of His great mercy to take unto Himself the soul of our
dear sister here departed, we therefore commit her body to the ground,
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus -Christ."

--..

......
,.
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Farewell, saint of God; we shall be reunited, we trust, one day.
We must bury thy body; but we cannot bury thy soul, for thou hast
already begun thy joy-notes in heaven. But even thy body is Jesus'
treasure, for though "sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory" ;
though " sown in weakness, it is raised in power" ; though " sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." For
" God's dear saints, with joy and gla.dness,
Shall in JesuA' likeness rise.
Hallelujah!
We shall meet Him in the skies."

I!
I

I
I
I
!I

Reader, the" ebbing moments" of the life of Widow White may
afford us some profitable reflections. MarkI. She was a woman of faith.-She was in poor circumstances, as far
as this world is concerned; but she looked to her heavenly Father's
care and protection, and believed she should have it. As she herself
often expressed it, she was as certain of being
"As much His ca.re, as if beside
Nor man, nor angel lived in heaven at" earth."

n. She was a woman of prayer.-This was the secret of all her
strength. She carried every want, small as well as great, to the foot
of that throne on which was seated her Saviour God.
Ill. She was a woman of personal godli·ness-a living epistle, read and
known by all her neighbours and friends as one who held communion
and fellowship with God, and whose great desire was to live blameless
in this ungodly world.
IV. She was a woman of hope.-She had a hope beyond the grave,
as an anchor both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within
the veil. She would say with holy joy" A guilty, helpless thing am l,
But Jesus died for me."

With this confidence, how calm were her "ebbing moments!"
how joyously did she step into the deep waves of Jordan, leaning upon
her blessed Saviour !
Dear reader, may we, like her, be., Alive to God, and dead to sin.
lnspir'd with light and love;
So be it ours the prize to win.
The crown reserv'd above.
.. With triumph may we ford the river
Tha.t parts this world from heaven,
And spend a long aud blest for-ever
\Vhere endless bliss is given."

Bury St. Edmunds.

I

G. C.

" SINFUL man, saved in Christ, always was and always will be, a
mystery, a wonder."-Thomas Adams.

IJ
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THE LATE MISS BROWN, OF BATH.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I feel sure that many of the readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE will be interested to have some particulars of our
late departed friend Miss Brown. The Lord was pleased to take her
to Himself on Wednesday, Jan. 4th, at the ripe age of eighty-one.
Born at Wormwood, near Box, in the county of Wiltshire, she attended
Box Church when the late Dr. Horlock ministered there, and valued
much his distinctive preaching of the doctrines of grace. Twentythree years ago she removed to Bath, and during that time she has
attended the services of Kensington Episcopal Chapel. She was a ripe
and experienced Christian, and was distinguished for the lovableness
of her disposition and her warm delight in things spiritual.
She valued the Word at God. The Bible was her constant companion.
It was usually at hand on the little table in the drawing-room at which
she sat, and it was her delight to speak of its precious truths. Frequently, when I have called to see her she has referred to some portion
which had :'Jpecially impressed her.
She was a member of the late
Rev. Thomas Richardson's Bible Reading Union and always read the
chapter for the day at family prayers. She could truly say, " 0 how
love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day."
She valued the doctrines of grace revealed in the Word. The GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, whose distinguishing characteristic has always been its
fidelity to those doctrines, was much valued and prized by her. It
was next to the Bible in her esteem. For a great number of years she
had fed upon its Scriptural teachings. In the bookcase in her diningroom there are about a dozen bound copies of the Magazine, dating
back to the year 1863. During her confinement to bed (a period of
about four months) the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was frequently lying on her
bed alongside of her Bible. In September last I referred to one of the
articles, and she said, "Did you read the article by , KC.' last month ~
It was all food."
On Sunday evenings, when no longer able to attend the services, the
Bible, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and Spurgeon's Sermons were the sources
from which she drew comfort, consolation, and teaching.
She valued the Sabbath. Day. When first I came to Bath, six years
ago, I was greatly impressed with her example in this respect. Every
Lord's-day until she was seventy-eight years old she was regularly in
her place at the services both morning and evening. Doubtless many
are reall~nequal to attend more than one service on the Lord's Day,
but it is tc, be feared that many too easily get into the habit of attending
a place of worship only once when they might attend twice. The
minister is there twice, and often his family are there twice. Why
should the people attend but once ~ Our late departed iriend was in
the habit of locking up the house on Sunday evenings and attending
the evening service, together with all her household. She remembered
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the words of the fourth commandment: "Thou and thy son and thy
daughter, thy manservant and thy maidservant." I never heard of
thieves having broken into her house while she was absent in the
assembly of the saints. It may be mentioned also that, until illness
prevented, she was regularly at the Wednesday evening service and at
the Friday evening prayer meeting.
She valued prayer. It was as natural for her to pray as it was to
breathe. Well do I remember my first visit to her house a few days
after I began my ministry at Bath. It was about 5 o'clock one evening.
She and her aged sister and a lady friend (a former member of the late
Rev. W. H. Krause's congregation in Dublin) were at tea. I was
invited to join them in the repast. When it was over, she said, " Now
we have been praying long that the Lord would send us a pastor. He
has at last answered our prayer, and I should like, before the table is
cleared, that we should kneel down and thank Him for His goodness."
In response to her request I then led in prayer. It need hardly be
said that there was family prayer in her house, morning and evening,
Dr. Hawker's portion being read in the evening. Everything that
concerned her and her household was spread before the Lord in prayer,
and thanksgiving overflowed and abounded when marked answers were
vouchsafed.
She was a zealous worker in the Lord's vineyard. Until she was
seventy-eight years of age she regularly taught the young women's
class at the afternoon Sunday school, besides attending the services
morning and evening. Wbat an example to many younger Christians
who hang back from the work of the Lord! She also gave the Bible
address at the Monday afternoon Mothers' meeting. It was a great
grief to her to be obliged to give up these two opportunities of usefulness when her first attack of illness came, in the year 1901. Writing
to the mothers in August of that year, she said: " I am fully aware my
addresses were very wanting, and I often felt how much there was
wanting in them, and on my return home I had to bring all to be
pardoned, and to cast all at the Saviour's feet to be washed and
accepted through the precious blood."
She valued greatly the Annual Clifton Conference. Her devoted and
godly man-servant informs me that she began to attend this annual
gathering of the Lord's people about six years after the Conference was
in tituted by the late Mr. Walker, and she continued regularly to attend
it until about four years ago. On Oct. :3rd last, when I called to see her
the day before the Conference, she referred to the many years she had
been able to attend it. "And now," she said, "the Lord says' Lie
stilL'" On that occasion too, when in prayer I quoted the words,
" I have graven Thee upon the palms of my hands," she exc~aimed,
" What a thought!" Like others of God's saints she had her tImes of
depression. About a week before her death she said to me, "I some·
times feel as if I hadn't a bit of spiritual life in me." .Soon afterwaI~s,
when I reminded her of the Lord's many mercies to her, she saId,
.
" What impresses me is how He bears with us."
Her devoted attendant, Lot Sheppard, put down a few of the thmgs
8
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she said during her last illness. Amongst these may be mentioned the
following :" Helpless, and far from all relief, to heaven I lift mine eyes."
" The enemy strives, but the blessed Lord is stronger than the strong
man armed."
" 0 Lord, do Thou fill my soul. Flood it with light. Flood it with
love, and fill me with Thyself."
" I am not resting upon a scrap of mine own doings. I have set
my feet upon a Rock, and that Rock is Christ."
When feeling depressed, she said to him, "Let us bow down together
and claim Jesus as our King. Let us come afresh as though we never
came before that He may take entire possession and reign in us, over
us, and for us."
On the last evening of her life, a fe" hours before she became unconscious, she exclaimed, "Heaven itself and the angels! Heaven
itself and the angels! "
The last time I saw her which was a few days before her death, I told
her that I was going to speak (n.v.) at Mr. Ormiston's Annual Congregational Meeting, and as I was leaving the room, she said, "Well,
give my Christian love to him, and tell him I'm still in the bodywaiting." Now she is " absent from the body," but" present with the
Lord." "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."
With warm Christian re'gards,
Kensington Parsonage,
Yours very sincerely,
Bath, Jan. 9, 1905.
THO~AS HOUGHTON.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
DEAR SIR,-The circulation of Gospel literature is one of the most
powerful means of spreading the Gospel. Through the goodness of
God we have been brought through another year of labour. We have
this encouragement in circulating the truth of God, that His Word
shall accomplish His eternal purposes and plans. We have many
letters of thanks from those who receive the books, sho>l"ing how highly
they are valued. A friend in London says: "The books and magazines
have come safely to hand, and we thank you ,er: heartily for them.
We shall be able to make good use of them." A friend in Leeds has
written to say, "I thank you for the parcel, which being so exactly
suited to the needs I had in view, I took as from the Lord, to whom I
gave my heartfelt thanks. I have no doubt whatever but that in
eternity you along with me will rejoice in the results acruing from that
handful of seed. r distributed the books and marked each one, , when
read, please pass on,' and I suppose they will be read by six or seven
hundred men. I have such joy in the Lord in doing this work that I
know it is His sweet will." A friend in Suffolk says: "Many thanks
for three parcels. Wishing you every blessing for the coming year."
We earnestly pray that the Lord may prosper the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
more and more abundantly for His name's sake.
Yours sincerely,
Campbell Road, Salisbury, Jan. 1905.
R. E. BRIDER.
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FRAGRANT TESTIMONY.
My DEAR AND REVERED BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I have been asked
to send you the tidings of the passing to rest of one who for many
years loved and read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Mrs. Dawson Day. She
died after a very short illness at the age of 1:3. In her my Church
loses a kind friend indeed, and her venerable presence with the earnest
look (so rarely seen now) that showed the whole heart was in the
precious doctrines of grace, and very specially in their experimental
relation to the soul's needs, when applied by the Comforter, the Holy
Ghost, helped me in many a time of weakness and discouragement.
Only those who desire by grace to give a living message can tell what
one such hearer means. She often spoke feelingly of the comfort that
many papers brought her in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and that by
Dean Law in the December number very especially. Her last question
to me, which I hope to recommend to my congregation if Uod give
me the needed light and gracious feeling of the sweetness of the words
in 2 Cor. i. 22, was upon the sealing of the Spirit: Was it one act
once perfected, or many acts often repeated ~ I hope I was right in
saying that it was continued in many acts, whenever the Comforter
breathed a promise into, or gave a gracious experience to the quickened
soul; that every self-humbling, Christ-exalting impression divinely
bestowed was a seal of the Covenant ministered by the Spirit to the
children of the Covenant. A solemn, quiet funeral service was held
at my Church at 9 a.m. on Tue day, and then the earthly tabernacle
of our dear sister was taken to Penkridge to be laid at rest with her
husband, also a lover of truth, " until the day dawn and the shadows
flee away."
Believe me, yours in all affectionate regard,
De<;ember 15th.
J. E. WALKER.
" A QUESTION FOR THE NEW YEAR."
BELOVED EDITOR,-I feel glad in wishing you a most happy and
prosperous new year, with abundant spiritual and temporal blessings,
praying always for you that the Word and Gospel of God's Grace, by
you, may redound to His glory through the unctuous power of the
Holy Spirit-that the Word preached and written by you may be
blessed t{) the poor and perishing. The" Family Portion" in the
number of this Magazine for January raises an important question
indeed, " What will ye that I should do unto you ~ " (Matt. xx. 32).
I pray, with the Psalmist, " Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy la"." You have been led to open up the
portion very sweetly and profitably, and your new year greeting is very
precious, and comes to my poor soul with joy and gladness. The
verses, "More than a conqueror," are very helpful. Our attention to
the" Fear Nots" is most encouraging. "Wayside Notes" are very
refreshing. The three points are comforting, especially when one feels
shut up in prison, like the prophet. Then the Word comes from
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Jehovah Himself, "Behold, I am the Lord "-the omnipotent, the
omniscient, the omnipresent to help in every time of need. One has
sung :" I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."

Alas, how apt I am to question His presence, when He still sap',
" Fear not, little flock." At times, we are brought into the strippingroom, or are under some needful discipline. We are prone to forget
"Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He receiveth "-which we are exhorted not to despise.
Then, another thing we want Him to do is to " increase" our faith,
and to "help" our unbelief. How apt one is to forget that special
promise of Jehovah's-" Seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, and
summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease." Is not this
the experience of all the election of grace? 1I10re or less. I feel,
indeed, that I want the dear Lord to do a great deal for me, that my
soul may make her boast in Him. Now, that He may give you an
abundant blessing, both in body and soul, is the sincere prayer of your
humble hearer and reader, in hope of eternal life in, by, and through
Christ J esusBriswl, Dec. 31, 1904.
G. T. N.
"CALLED BY TELEGRAPH."
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-As it has pleased God to lay me aside for a
time, and as I am now convalescent, I take my pen in hand to fulfil
my promise to you to give you some further notes of the Lord's dealings
and leadings.
"My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever" (Ps. lxxiii. 26). lIany times has
this failing been experienced, but God has been the strength of my
heart at all times, and is still my portion. .-\..nd through His grace
I can say, "Thou hast not suffered Thy faithfulness to fail" (Ps.
lxxxix. 33). Yea, and many times have I had to say, " Why art thou
cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me?
Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God" (Ps. xlii. 11). But, I must confess,
so trying have the experiences been at times that I have doubted
whether, indeed, I have had" part or lot in this matter," and have
cried, " 0 Lord, I fear all my experience is but a myth; and so evil
are the inward thoughts of my heart, and so crooked are my outward
ways, that I fear I have not been redeemed by Thy' precious blood.' "
But it is written, "He shall drink of the brook in the way, therefore
shall he lift up the head" (Ps. ex. 7).
I am, as you know, employed as a relief-signalman on the Great
Western Railway; and many, I assure you, are the trials and
difficulties which beset the path of one so employed. First: The work
is very trying. Having to go to any signal-box on the district on
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which he is employed and take up the work at any moment in the case
of a man falling ill, he has to keep a good heart and a clear head, for
the work in a signal-box has to be done as it comes; and if he stop
to think over much he soon causes delay to trains, which may possibly
cause delay to others all along the line.
Many times have I been at my "wit's end," and scarcely known
which train to get away next, but I have cried unto the Lord and He
has delivered me out of my difficulty (Ps. cxxvii. 27, 28). "Call
unto Me, and I will answer thee," says He (Jer. xxxiii. 3). And as
we are reminded in "Wayside Notes" in this month's number of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, " Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh:
is there anything too hard for Me ~ " (Jer. xxxii. 27), I have had to
confess, "No, L'ord, there is nothing."
Second: It is very trying having to settle down in different lodgings
so often; and it is necessary that a man should be much on his knees,
and well grounded in the Holy Scriptures, that he might" be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh a reason of the
hope that is in him, with meekness and fear" (1 Peter iii. 15); and
" that with well-doing he might put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men" (1 Peter ii. 15).
Third: There are the temptations (very many, I assure you) which
meet him in travelling from place to place. Often does he meet the
kind of woman mentioned in the 7th of Proverbs; and many are the
men he meets whose character is portrayed in the 18th and 19th verses
of the third chap1j.er of Philippians, and who are ever ready to entice
into the beer-shops or other places where he would dishonour God
to be seen, the" religious" or " parson" reliefman, as I myself have
been called.
Fourth: The child of God who follows this calling (I am not now
writing of the nominal Christian man who follows it) is not generally
liked, because he is, as some say, "too scrupulous," and the petty
officials often advance other men to superior positions in preference
to him, because, although they desire men to be truthful, he is, as
they say, "too particular." He may have a superior education and
knowledge of the work, but he will not tell a man who is selected for
a certain post that it is a light, whereas it is a heavy one, and such like.
But" none of these things move me" :" Oontent to fill a lowly place,
If God be glorified."

We who through grace have been ealled to a knowledge of Jesus
Christ hould not desire oyer-much to fill important or exalted
positions here, but should keep well in view "the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus," and "press toward the mark"
(Phil. iii. 14). Our inheritance is not an earthly one, but
heavenly, "incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away"
(1 Peter i. 4). In the words of the apostle Paul, " Having food and
raiment, let us be therewith content" (PhiI. iv. 11). And we
might well humbly accept his teaching, in whom "Jesus Christ
shewed forth all longsuffering for a pattern to them which should
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hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16); and who
could say, "What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for
Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung" (Phil.
iii. 7, 8). Mean, indeed, is the knowledge of earthly things compared
with the knowledge of Him" Who loved us, and gave Himself for
us" (Gal. ii. 20).
" Fear not, blest flock of Him Who came
The lost to seek and save;
The foe is vanquished, death is dead,
Our King has spoiled the grave."

You can now see that the child of God who follows this calling
should be no "half" Christian. I cannot say that I have honoured
God in it, but I can say that He has dealt graciously with me at every
turn, and kept me from much evil which others run into. I am much
concerned as to whether it is His will for me to continue in it, but as
yet have no clear guidance, and can only continue to commit my way
unto Him and trust in Him; for His promise is, " I will instruct thee
and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee
with Mine eye" (Ps. xxxii. 8).
Then, apart from my employment, I can testify to the goodness
of God in many other ways. I have suffered much through illness,
and loss by reduced circumstances, but all through He has sustained
me and brought me out on the victorious side-not, it is true, in better
circumstances, but free from actual want, and that means undefeated.
The recent illness of mv beloved brother-which lasted six months,
and the burden of which fell upon my shoulders-is a striking example
of the care which our God exercises over those "for whom Christ
died." Never once did He allow us to want a meal, and He has
brought him (my brother) through, a better man than he eyer was.
" Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth" (Heb. xii. 6). "And thou
shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee . . .
to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,
whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no" (Deut.
viii. 2). "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God in keeping
His commandments, and His judgments, and His statutes" (Deut.
viii. ll).
" We expect a bright to-morrow. All will be well;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, All, all is well,
On our Father's love relying. Jesus every need supplying;
Or in living, or in dying, All must be well."

With best wishes for the future of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and a
prayer that you, as Editor of the same, may be strengthened and
sustained,
I remain, your servant for Jesus' sake,
W. C. DANIELS.
7, Oak Street, Tondll, near Bridgend, Glam.
Jamtarlj 4, 1905.
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THE WORD OF GOD IN ITALY.
(TRINITARIAN

BIBLE

SOCIETY.)

OUR work in Italy goes on apace in Rome, Florence, Spezia, and now
the Waldensian Church Missions. A short time ago a legacy was left
to the Society, with the special wish that it should be spent in Italy and
Ireland, no two countries having suffered more at the hands of Rome.
When the announcement was made to the Committee, we knew of no
opening for work in connection with the Waldensian Church. The
Committee gave directions that inquiries should be set on foot with the
view of putting ourselves in communication with its pastors. Before
there was time to do this, two letters were received from Waldensian
pastors asking for grants. These gentlemen knew nothing whatever
of the circumstances referred to, but wrote as total strangers, not
knowing even the Secretary's name! May we not take this as a direct
leading from God; that He is with us in this work, and will bless it,
and supply all our needs with reference to it? As to the needs, they
are many and great.
First, there is the increase of the Religious Orders. In 1882 there were
in Italy 28,172 monks and nuns; according to the last census there
are now 40,251. They are naturally more numerous in Rome than
elsewhere. In 18:36, the monks in Rome numbered 2,023, and the
nuns 1,476, besides 1,468 priests. In 1870 the law against Congregations reduced the Religious Houses from 206 to 72; but now the
monasteries and convents have increased to 294, and their inmates
number 11,000.
Then there is the ignorance of Scripture among Romanists, which is
so dense that their priests can misrepresent its statements with
impunity. Thus a Lent preacher in the cathedral of Florence, on
February 22nd, declared that Paul in his discourse at Athens taught
that, in order to be saved, it was not sufficient to believe in Jesus Christ,
but that it was necessary in addition to obey the precepts of the Church,
and to believe in the infallibility of the Pope. And yet some Protestants see no occasion for missions to Romanists !
Signor G. Tron writes further from this new field (Castelboccaccio,
near Civita) :"The Gospel and the priest are two irreconcilable foes. Do they
live apart? the conflict is underhand, secret, implacable. Do they
meet in the open? the shock is loud, resounding, and terrible. Such a
meeting took place here on Good Friday in a sufficiently curious way.
" The priest, at the head of the traditional procession, delivered' a
harangue in the public square. Its subject was certainly not taken
from the Gospel; and still less was it inspired by the sufferings of our
Lord: the presence in his audience of several Protestants and of the
local evangelist furnished him with a text. He affected with great
regret to see the Catholic religion a prey to interlopers of bad faith,
whom with vehement gesticulations he challenged to the combat;
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and he concluded by calling on all good Catholics and all the citizens
to abide in the faith of the Holy Church; and then he called out
vociferously, in a cry which was unconsciously caught up by the stupid
crowd, ' Long live the religion!' This of course was intended to make
his ignorant followers believe that we had come to the town to attack
the faith: and, as, when he raised the outcry he had pointed impudently
and defiantly at us, we felt called on to reply and courageously to
proclaim our faith. We therefore tQok up a prominent position in the
square and beckoned with our hands for silence: the opportunity was
superb and the moment solemn!
" But what happened? A terrible encounter! In the presence of
the naked truth which was about to be declared, a great clamour,
prepared beforehand by the priest and his partisans, was raised;
bigoted women, who had been led to believe that we had come in order
to carry off their Madonna, joined in the tumult and loaded us with
insults and imprecations. Our friends, on the other hand, did not
remain silent; but replied so vigorously that ere long there seemed
no small risk of a bloody conflict taking place. But, thanks to the
arrival of the magistrates and police, quiet was at length restored.
"Meanwhile the priest, taking advantage of the public agitation,
heroically abandoned the field, arm-in-arm with two female devotees,
worthy daughters of St. Alphonso Liguori."
It is our purpose now to help these dear and faithful pastors of the
Waldensian Church in their conflict with Rome, their ever-deadly
enemy.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
A LONDON daily newspaper, referring to Mr. H. Evans's new book
Priestcraft, observes that, the author believes
entitled The Price
that the battle of the Reformation is being fought over again, and he
seeks to arouse "indifferent citizens" to the fact. His book takes
the form of an indictment of priestcraft, and he 8ho,"s the baleful
influence it has exerted all down the centuries. One of his most
striking chapters is that on " Priestcraft and 'Var." In it he contends
that while Britain since the Reformation has waged over a hundred
wars, great or small, "never once have the official representatives of
the Established Church exercised a restraining influence; on the
contrary, they have invariably declared that the wars of their country
have been waged in righteous cause." With the exception of the
Bishop of Hereford (Dr. Percival) and the late Bishop of Durham (Dr.
Westcott), he also points out, it would be impossible to find a prelate
of the Established Church in this country "who has lifted a little
finger on behalf of peace and arbitration.';--The death of Cardinal
Langenieux has reduced the number of Cardinals to sixty-one, or
three fewer than at the date of the last Conclave. Of these sixty-one
Cardinals one (Cardinal Oreglia) was created by Pius IX., fifty-eight
by the last Pope, and two (Cardinals Merry del Val and Callegari) by
Pius X. As regards nationality the Sacred College now consists of
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thirty-seven Italians, six Frenchmen, five Austro-Hungarian subjects,
five Spaniards, three Germans, two British subjects, one American,
one Belgian, and one Portuguese. Thus Italy is enormously overrepresented, having a large majority over all the non-Italian countries
together.--The official organ of the Church Association for January
states that the Association has already taken evidence of illegal and
Romish practices at 524 churches, and that of these 450 have been
placed before the Royal Commission on Church Discipline. These
churches are distributed in nearly every diocese in England. There
are, however, still an enormous number of churches to be reported
upon. "With a view to the forthcoming report," says The Church
Intelligencer, "it is of the utmost importance that every Ritualistic
Church should be brought under the notice of the Commission.
Protestant Churchmen are not likely to have again so good an opportunity of serving the cause."--The Spring Conference of the Church
Association will (D.V.) be held at Leeds from February 19th to 24th.
The Coliseum has been booked for a Protestant Demonstration on the
23rd inst. The Honorary Secretaries are Dr. Rumboll and Mr. Collinl'wood, who may be relied upon to do all that lies in their power to render
the Conference a success.--The Roman Catholic Depository for Celtic
books in Paris has asked for a supply of the Trinitarian Bible Society's
Breton Bibles, so that priests who are anxious to have copies may
obtain them more easily than from the Society's own depot at
Tremel.--The Record publishes the following editorial paragraph
on the Archbishop of Canterbury and Prayers for the Dead: "The
Archbishop of Canterbury's recent reference to prayers for the dead
seems to call for some notice. In reply to a correspondent the Primate
distinguished between what an individual Churchman may hold as
a private opinion and what the Church does by means of her formularies
of public worship; and his Grace went on to say that the Church,
while never forbidding prayers for the dead, had deliberately removed
them from her public prayers. Possibly the Archbishop had for the
moment overlooked the reference to the needlessness of prayers for
the dead to be found in one of the Homilies ordered to be read in
churches. But, apart from this, it strikes us as a somewhat peculiar
position that, while deliberately removing all vestiges of prayer for
the dead from the Prayer-book, the Church should nevertheless be
thought to avoid forbidding the practice. To most people the
omission would carry with it the idea of virtual prohibition; whilst
to distinguish between an individual Churchman's private view and
the public Cburch sen-ices seems to im-olve us in the awkward position
of imagining an indindual who believes in the authority of the Church
but uses in private that which she has distinctly removed from her
services. We are, however, very glad of so clear a pronouncement
on the part of the Archbishop that the Church has removed all such
prayers from the Prayer-book, and we hope this declaration of his
Grace may prevent us from ever having a repetition of such incidents
as the introduction of prayer for the dead in the form put forth at
the time of the South African War."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
PARLIAMENT will be opened by His Majesty the King, in full State,
on Tuesday, the 14th instant.
The great event of the past month in the Far East was the fall of
Port Arthur ,::dter a siege extending· over three-quarters of a year.
The Russian capitulation was arranged by General Stoessel, when it
became obvious that further resistance to the Japanese forces would
entail an unnecessary sacrifice of life. It is doubtful whether the
surrender of the Russian fortress will lead to peace. The destination
of the Czar's fleet in Eastern waters is unknown at the hour of our
writing, but Japanese warships are vigilantly awaiting the Russian
movements, and appear to be well prepared to meet all contingencies.
The Czar, last month, in an Order of the Day to the Army and
Navy, alluding to the fall of Port Arthur, says the Japanese are bold
and strong, and the struggle with them, at a distance of ] 0,000 versts
from the source of Russian strength, was indescribably hard. But
Russia was powerful, and had gone through harder trials and more
threatening dangers. Their failures in the Far East had been severe,
but while they lamented their losses, they would not allow themselves
to be led into distraction. With all Russia, he trusted that the hour
of victory would soon dawn.
An Evangelical contemporary, referring to the Welsh Revival,
lately said: "The Times has now joined the morning papers which
have had special articles on the Revival. Its representative writes,
as we should expect, in a sober and judicial spirit. He admits some
of the disappointments which have attended Welsh Revivals in the
past, but he protests that in any case the impulse given to the right
is a good thing. So much is now being said of the failure of lasting
results from some movements of the kind that it is worth while asking
to what those failureR mav be referred. The casual observer ascribes
it to popular error. Peop"le thought they were converted; they were
not; it was only a passing fit of repentance or aspiration. May there
not be another explanation? May not many disappointments be
due to the absence of careful provision for helping the newly converted?
Many must have very little Christian knowledge; very few habits of
devotion; possibly few old friends likely to help them, and many
ready to aid their relapse. They need teaching, watching, encouragement, and companionship. Revival, in fact, does but begin a good
work; it is not its fulness or its completion. We very much hope
that this view of the case will be kept in mind at least amongst
Churchmen, and that the converts will receive all the help and
encouragement they need."
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The report of the Public Health Committee of the London County
Council for the year 190,3 states that the death-rate for that period
was the lowest on record, and the rate of infant mortality and the
number of marriages had also declined.
The Bishop of St. Asaph, in the course of a sermon at St. Thomas's
Church, Rhyl, last month, condemned the tendency to regard the
Sabbath as a day for amusements and worldly pleasures. While
he was not in sympathy with the views of " austere Puritans" as to
how the day should be employed, he insisted that the seventh day
was God's day, appointed for the rest of the body and the soul.
An intelligent Roman Catholic recently said to one of the Irish
Church Missions' Readers, when speaking to him of the jubilee of the
promulgation of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception: "The
same jubilee is setting the~ people mad. We will soon have no
Christianity, for Sunday by Sunday there is not one word of the
people's duty to God; it is their duty to the priest that is put foremost
in his sermons. Christ's work is entirely put aside. It is the Virgin
that gets the credit of our salvation. His words are 'that untold
blessings flow to those who attend the jubilee.''' While in a different
part of the country a respectable shopkeeper said to another worker:
" I am going to tell you "hat I would not tell another. Before long
you will ee the Roman Catholics of this country rise against the
Church of Rome and banish the priests. It will be worse than in
France. The bishops and priests, the monks and the nuns, are the
worst enemies of our country, and we will not stand their begging and
their tyranny much longer. Nothing, sir, but building and banking;
and no matter when we get the money, they must have it." A
hungering for the Bread of Life by those dissatisfied with the husks
of Romish doctrine, and an inward revolt against the tyranny of
Rome's army of priests and nuns, are preparing the hearts of the
people of Ireland for the reception of the gospel; and the agents of
the Irish Church Missions are as far as possible seeking to make known
that Gospel in its simplicity and purity through the length and breadth
of that land.
The prospects of Mission work at Khartoum are encouraging.
Mrs. Chorley Hall, who has recently arrived there, writes home
contrasting the journey she and her late husband took in 1900 with
that she has just made. On the former occasion they were barely
allowed to go at all; this time she and her companion, Miss Bewley,
travelled at half-fare, and their tickets were stamped with the words,
" On Government Service." What has particularly struck Mrs. Hall
is the changed attitude of the officials towards Mission work. Five
years ago it was hardly mentioned, now it is spoken of as quite the
right thing. Open work is not yet permitted, but the missionaries
may talk quietly: with any who will talk with them. A Sunday or
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two after Mrs. Hall's return, the Sirdar, after service, came to her and
expressed his pleasure at having her back, and his manner indicated
that it was as a missionary, and not personally alone, that he welcomed
her. There is as yet no English Church in Khartoum, but morning
and evening services are held every Sunday in a room at the palace,
and the Sirdar is most regular in his attendance at both. The Rev.
L. H. Gwynne, C.M.S., acts as chaplain. There is also a native service
held in the town under the charge of an evangelist. At the girls'
school there are ninety-two pupilS, and the greater part of these are
Moslems. All attend daily prayers, and all but four receive New
Testament instruction twice a week from l\fr. Gw;nne. Two of the
four are the children of a native officer-an Egyptian, I believeand he prefers to send his girls to a Mission school, because his son,
who goes to a Government school, whatever else he may have learned,
does not appear to have acquired decent manners.
Mrs. Isabella Lucy Bishop, the celebrated traveller, who died on
October 7th, aged seventy-one years, left estate in the United Kingdom
valued at £3.3,408 14s. 3d. gross, including personalty of the net value
of £33,321 2s. 4d. She bequeathed £1,000 to the C.M.S., £1,000 to
the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society, £1,000 to the National
Incorporated Waifs' Association, £500 to St. Mary's Hospital,
Paddington, £500 to the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, £500 to
the United Kingdom Beneficent Association; to the C.M.S. a further
sum of £1,500, £1,000 thereof to be invested and the income applied
towards the permanent endowment of the John Bishop Memorial
Hospital at Kashmir, India, while the income from the remaining
£500 is to be applied in aid of the permanent endowment of the
Medical Missionary Hospital at Hung-chow, China; to the Edinburgh
Medical Missionary Society a further sum of £800. to be applied in
founding and endowing a bursary to be called "The J oh11 Bishop
Bursary"; to the China Inland ~1ission, £500, the income to be
applied in aid of the permanent endowment of the Henrietta Bird
Memorial Hospital, Pooning-fu, China; noo to the Gnited Free
Church of Scotland, income to be applied in aid of the permanent
endowment of the Medical :Mission Hospital at Mukden, Manchuria;
and to the Church Army, £500.
Bishop La Trobe, of the lVIoravian Church, has had reported to
him an interesting attempt to enter Tibet with the Gospel, made last
summer by a native of Spiti, a British province on the western border
of the closed land. Paulu is a Tibetan by race and in speech, and was
formerly a Buddhist. He has for a long time been a Christian and
an active member of the Moravian Church at Poo, to which he
migrated with his family in order that he might be able to bring them
up amid Christian associations. He has assisted in translating the
Old Testament, and in 1894 made an evangelistic journey into Chinese
Tibet. About the middle of May last, with two other Tibetan
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Christians, carrying parts of the Bible and tracts in Tibetan, printed
by the lithograph presses of the Moravian :Mission stations, Paulu set
out, but after thirty· six days returned disappointed. During the
brief tour twenty villages were visited with the Gospel, but as an
attempt to penetrate Chinese Tibet from the west the undertaking
failed. The people insisted strongly on their withdrawal, and there
was nothing for it but to leave.
Arrangements have been made to hold the annual meeting of the
Trinitarian Bible Society at an earlier date than usual, and it is
announced in the Society's Quarterly Record that the gathering
will (D. v.) be held at Exeter Hall on Tuesday, April 18th. The chair
will be taken by General Sir William Stirling, K.C.B., and among
the speakers the Rev. William Lush, Pastor Le Coat, and the Rev.
J ames Ormiston are announced.
The Bible Society's agent in Japan reports that the total distribution
of Japanese Scriptures to the Mikado's troops between January 1st
and October 31st, 1904, amounted to 216,171 volumes, costing £345.
He states that there are 56,000 wounded soldiers in Japan at present,
and that the demand for grants of Scriptures for these men shows no
sign of diminution. While distributing Gospels among Russian
prisoners at Himeji, their agent found, in addition to 732 Russians,
many Pole3, Jews, Cossacks, Tartars, Georgians, Germans. and one
Finn and one American.
The year 1904, unlike its predecessor, was by no means a stormy one,
although during the earlier months a fair amount of boisterous weather
was experienced. This returned now and again throughout. the year,
after perhaps many weeks of comparative calm, with the result that
the aid of lifeboat crews of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution
was required, they thus being afforded the opportunity of rendering
many valuable life-saving services. The heaviest gales of 1904
occurred on Februarv 11-13 and December 9-lG. On the first occasion
there were 20 launches of lifeboats, resulting in the saving of 17 lives
and 5 vessels; whilst during the latter gale 48 lives and 3 vessels were
sayed as a result of 35 launches. Between January 1 and December
31, 1904, inclusive, the Institution's lifeboats were launched 294 times
on service, in addition to which lifeboat crews were assembled in
readiness for service 50 times, but their assistance was not needed.
The nwnber of lins Ea,ed b, lifeboats and other means for which
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution granted rewards during the
year was 519, and as many as 34 vessels and boats were also saved
by the lifeboats from partial or total loss. The total number of lives
for the saving of which the Institution has granted rewards since its
establishment in 1824 has been 44,880. The cost of maintaining the
Institution's large fleet of 285 lifeboats in a high state of efficiency
grows year by year; but the financial support received from the public
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in the shape of annual subscriptions and donations is quite insufficient
for the purpose. Increased help is, therefore, earnestly appealed for.
Annual SUbscription/! and donations will be thankfully received and
acknowledged by the Secretary, Mr. Charles Dibdin, 20, Charing CTOSS
Road, London, W.C., by any of the Branch Honorary Secretaries,
and by all the Bankers in t~e United Kingdom.
A return issued by the Board of Trade shows that during the past
year 4-53,531 people left the United Kingdom for places out of Europe,
as compared with 449,006 in 1903. English emigrants numbered
175,941, Scottish 37,327, and Irish 58,308, the remainder being
foreigners, or persons whose nationality had not been distinguished.
Of the total 291,798 sailed to the United States, 9],737 to British
North America, and 62,824 to British South Africa. During the past
month 23,882 people left our shores for places out of Europe, as against
16,608 in December, 1903.
The Bishop of Manchester, preaching recently in his Cathedral on
the messages to the Seven Churches, said that there was one message
that embraced and covered all the others, and it was simply thisthat Christianity was not a failure; that in spite of all appearances
Cresar, that was the worldly power, was not triumphant; that the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Then, why was it that people said
that Christianity was a failure ~ What did a preacher mean who
said the other Sunday that Christianity was a "dismal failure" ~
He assumed that that preacher was thinking of the contrast betwe"n
the teaching of Jesus Christ and the lives of professing Christians.
There was a great difference between the two, but it should not be
forgotten that one of the distinguishing features of Christianity was
this-that it did not lend itself, as some other religions did, to the
weaknesses of men.
Lord Polwarth's daughter, the Hon. Mary Scott, is about to go out
as a missionary to Kalimpong, on the borders of Thibet. The Mission
is a Presbyterian one. Miss Scott has been preparing for foreign
work by acting as Local Secretary for the home organization, for the
past two years. Her necessary resignation is deeply lamented at
St. Briavels. Miss Scott's mother was the eldest daughter of the fifth
Earl of Aberdeen, noted for his piety and good works.
REVIEWS.
OLIVET AND BETHANY. Echoes of Mercy and Love. By WILLIAM
WILEMAN. (London: William Wileman.)
Sweet sonnets on such subjects as "The Home at Bethany," a
" Glimpse of Heaven," "Foretastes of Heaven," "The Joy of Suffering," etc.
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vV ATCHMAN ON A DARK CORNER OF ZION'S WALLS:
With his conflicts, fightings without, and fears within. Being the
Autobiography of ELl ASHDowN. (London: Farncombe & Son.)

GLEANINGS BY A

This is the autobiography of a man of God which will be interesting
and instructive, not only to the different flocks to which from time to
time he was permitted to minister, but also to a wider circle who may
be privileged to peruse it. Born in humble circumstances, Mr. Ashdown
was apprenticed to, and. was for some years engaged in business; but
he was deeply exercised as to the ministry, and gradually he saw the
way made clear for him to be engaged in it. He passed through many
deep waters and fiery spiritual conflicts, but hence this experience was
made very useful in his ministry, and he was permitted to be an instrument of "comforting others with the comfort wherewith he himself
was comforted" from on high. Many of the Providential circumstances which he mentions in this book are remarkable: e.g. he says,
" A short time after this blessed deliverance I met with Phebe Stevens,
who is my present wife; and, after our first meeting I had strong
impressions that she would be my future wife. She was a member of
Mr. Grace's church at Brighton. After becoming engaged to her, I
consented to go to Brighton occasionally on a Lord's Day to see her,
and to hear Mr. Grace; but this became a great trial to me for a few
days, fearing that after the Lord's manifestation of His love and mercy
to my soul, the creature might take my affections and heart from Him
whom my soul loved. I was filled with fears, knowing something of
the weakness and frailty of human nature, and the power of flesh and
blood, and was led to cry earnestly to the Lord that I might be kept,
and that the creature might not be enthroned in my affections above
Himself. I pleaded with Him with earnest wrestlings and supplications, and was made willing to give up all, and sacrifice all my natural
feelings, rather than grieve the Holy Spirit, and sin against Him Who
had done so much for my souL While in this state of exercise one day
in the mill, putting up earnest cries and supplication for direction, I
went out into the counting-house and took my Bible, beseeching the
Lord to guide me to a part where I might receive instruction, to cause
me to know His wilL Then I opened the Bible at the sixteenth chapter
of Romans, and my eyes fell on these words: 'I commend unto you
Phebe, our sister, which is a servant of the church,' and the words
seemed to have power and light in them. T did not recollect seeing
them before, though no donbt I had done so, having read the Bible
much; but now they spoke to my case, and I went on my knees and
thanked the Lord for instructing me in the way I should go." Many
years afterwards he wrote: "One morning my wife came into my room
and said, ' I want some money to get jackets and other things for the
girls.' I asked 'How much do you want ~' She replied, 'Two
sovereigns.' 'Then,' I said, 'you must pray, wife. I have none you
can have.' The same day I was engaged to preach at Tunbridge Wells
in the evening, and I left home soon after dinner much cast down.
I preached from Psalm xlv. 10, 11 : 'Hearken, 0 daughter, and con-
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sider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people and thy
father's house; so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty; for He is
thy Lord, and worship thou Him.' I had such a comfortable time in
preaching this evening that all my sorrows and gloom fled, and peace
and power sprung up in my soul. After service, coming out of chapel,
just as I came to the dark corner of the street, a friend took me by the
hand and said, ' Is that true that you have been preaching ~, I said,
, Yes; and if you have an ear and heart for the Lord Jesus, you will
be saved.' He said, ' Bless the Lord, then, I bave; I have heard you
so well this evening;' and as he shook hands with me he left two
pieces of money in my hand. When I came to a lamp in the street, I
held them up, and found they were two sovereigns. My mind immediately went to my wife's wants, and I had a persuasion the Lord
had heard her prayer, and that the two sovereigns were for her; so
that my heart was quite melted down under a sense of the Lord's
goodness in giving me a praying wife." Mr. Ashdown ministered in
many places, chiefly at Lewes, and Burgess Hill, and finally at Zoar
Chapel, London, where he was stationed from 1880 to his home-call in
] 904. The volume concludes with a selection from his letters.

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS. A Brief Sketch of the Travels of some
Pilgrims to the Heavenly City. By ALICE M. HUBBARD, Author
of "Some Vine-spoiling Foxes Taken," etc. (London: William
Wileman.)
The authoress says in her preface: "There is a cla-ss of people who
would not read a sermon, but who might be induced to peruse a
narrative," and this may apply to a spiritual allegory, such as she
produces in this volume. It represents many of the difficulties, trials,
and temptations which beset the heavenly pilgrim's eartWy path,
especially in modern times, and with reference to some of these
difficulties, trials, and temptations, the authoress writes, she says,
from her own experience. The work is illustrated with a pictorial
chart and various scenes.
THE 11ETROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT. Sermons preached by
C. H. SPURGEON. Revised and published during the year 1904.
Vo!. L. 7s. (Passmore & Alabaster, 4, Paternoster Buildings, KC.)
This portly volume containing fifty-two of the late Mr. Spurgeon's
eminently Evangelical sermons completes the set of fifty issued by
his publishers. The incident is, probably, without a paralle!. Fifty
consecutive volumes of discourses, all delivered by one preacher!
The series comprises in all no fewer than 2915 different sermons. The
matter of these Scripture expositions needs no recommendation of ours.
We cordially wish an ever-increasing circulation to these outspoken
declarations of Gospel truth.

