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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOO."-2 OOR. i 4.

PASSING THROUGH.
"Who passing through the valley of Baca, make it a well: the
rain also filleth the pools."-PsALM lxxxiv. 6.

THE members of the redeemed Church of GOD are frequently likened
in the inspired Scriptures to travellers-a people seeking a city
celestial-a holy nation separated from this present evil world,
"strangers and pilgrims in the earth." The simile is one whose
propriety and significance are obvious to a spiritual mind, and are
amply illustrated in the experience of the individual believer. The
new birth is the first step in the divine life-a life ever tending
onwards and upwards to the New Jerusalem. That first step in
the spiritual life, however, is a step into the Valley of Baca, through
which lies the highway to" the City of the Great KING." Plenteousness of tears is the Covenant portion of the penitent people of GOD.
With tears of heart-brokenness they nightly water their couches.
Weeping is their common experience, for they all mourn the evils
of their sinful natures, their repeated failures and falls, their unprofitable service, their- imperfect following of their beloved and
adored LORD and MASTER, the weakness of their graces, and their
practical unlikeness to Him to whose image they are predestinated
to be conformed. They weep over a poor, dying, deluded world,
for they have" compassion on them that are out of the way," and
forget not that they themselves differ from the ungodly only because
5
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they have received mercy at the hands of a sin-forgiving GOD,
and are the favoured subjects of His most free and sovereign
grace.
The Vale of Baca-or Weeping-is however, also a place of
spiritual plenty. It is a fruitful region. There grow trees of the
LORD'S right-hand planting, 'lhich yield abounding consolations to
exercised souls. The Psalmist's term" Baca" (as the margin of
our verse states) may be translated" mulberry trees," or, as some
Hebrew scholars have rendered the word-" balsam trees."
Balsam trees are weeping trees. They exude rich drops of fragrant
gum. They bleed sweet and healing tears. The tears of the
LORD'S balsam trees are designed to minister comfort and relief to
His sorrowing people. The tears and sighs of CHRIST bring consolation to the hearts of Zion's pilgrims on their daily journey.
Mulberry trees are shady, and their fruit is luscious and grat.eful
in a dry and thirsty land. Thus the Valley of Ba-ea yields profitable
supplies. The afllictions and necessities of the followers of C1rnIST
are among the" all things" which" work toget.her for good" to
them that love GOD, to them that are the called according to His
purpose (Rom. viii. 28). It is the prerogative of GOD to utilise both
the bitter and the sweet for the fulfilment of His eternal and wise
counsels, in the interest of His redeemed ones. Does He wound?
There is a balsam in the Gospel of His CHRIST for every wound.
"Faithful are the wounds of a friend." And the wounds His
children receive in chastisement and correction at His hands are
ever friendly wounds! Does He lead by rough and solitary paths?
It is yet" the right way," for it infallibly leads to the "City of
habitation." However devious and dark, it is always His way, and
therefore it must be the best way!
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD." The way
of the man of GOD" is not in himself." How encouraging and
stimulating to a toiling wayfarer in the way of eternal life is the
reflection which finds utterance in the Psalmist's words of wOTship"Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising; Thou underst.andest my thought afar off" (Ps. cxxxix. 2). Said the patient
patriarch JOB, "He knoweth the way that I take" (JOB. xxii. 10).
Yes, JESUS knows perfectly, for His own blessed feet once trod the
self-same path. He was well acquainted in the days of His flesh
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with" the Valley of Baca." Thus, there is the closest and truest
fellowship between the redeemed wayfarers to Zion and their
adorable FORE-RUNNER and KINSMAN-REDEEMER. So that,
although the way of the wilderness be a toilsome, weary, and solitary
way, it is sanctified and made tolerable to the feet of the saints
because" the BREAKER" (Micah ii. 13) has" come up before them
. . . and their KING on the head of them." There is not a single
difficulty in the passage through Baca's Valley but the LORD JESUS
met it in His earthly experience. He and His disciples drink indeed
of the same cup (Matt. xx. 23). " In the days of His flesh," His
appointed lot was to offer up "prayers and supplications, with
strong crying and tears "-so that He knows what" weeping"or Baca-means. Let, then, His humble followers" learn of Him"
how to " pass through." For the vale of tears has an end and an
issue. "Weeping may endure for a night; but joy cometh in the
morning." Sorrow-sanctified by the grace of the HOLY GHOST.
the COMFORTER-is one of the blessings of the New Covenant.
"In the world ye shall have tribulation "-the LORD JESUS
forewarned His Church, though He added: "But be of
good cheer: I have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33). The
victory is an accomplished fact. CHRIST has meritoriously
triumphed over all the opposing foes of His redeemed Church.
The enemy may indeed come in like a flood, but the limits
of his power to hurt the weakest member of the household
of faith have been set by Divine sovereignty, and present
an impregnable barrier. SATAN cannot add to any child of
GOD one tear beyond the number recorded in the "book" of
eternal purpose, and treasured in the" bottle" of our heavenly
FATHER'S remembrance (Ps. lvi. 8). The sorrows of the LORD'S
pilgrim people afford them occasion to prove the blessedness of
tasting the exquisite knowledge of His tender love in wiping away
tears! This, His work of compassion and sympathy, can only be
realised in the valley of Baca. Who, therefore, of the followers of
the LORD JESUS would not tread Baca's tear-watered Valley ~
Multiplied afflictions, distresses, and sorrows among the beloved
people call forth the high-priestly, sensitive, and consolatory
affections of the glorified " Man CHRIST JESUS," and serve to draw
into closer fellowship the BROTHER "born for adversity" and
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those of whose flesh and blood He Himself deigned to partake. Tears
are the heritage of the righteous in a fallen world. Tears, in
plenteousness, were the lot of the MAN of SORROWS till He rose
from the dead. And on the morning of the resurrection, when
afHicted Zion will put on her beautiful bridal garments, not a tear
will be present to dim her eye, but eternal joy and gladness will
become her blood-secured heritage.
THE EDITOR.

ALWAYS CONFIDENT.
SINCE God for us delivered up His Son,
And laid on Him the weight of all our guilt;
And by His resurrection made us one;
In Him accepted, and upon Him built.
We're always confident! though Satan tries
To weaken confidence by many snares;
But God, who cleanses, clothes, and justifies,
Has also glorified His chosen heirs.
Yea, always confident! no racking doubt,
No groundless terror shall possess our hearts ;
We know the One who knows no casting out,
And 'tis HIMSELF this confidence imparts !
We're always confident, the Lord will stem
Fears, sins, and sorrows, fast as they arise;
find faith, triumphant, asks, "Who shall condemn,
When God accepts, and clothes, and justifies ~ "
Oh! timid Christian, let no terrors dim
The wondrous glories of Christ's finish'd work!
We're made the righteousness of God in Him!
With such assurance terror cannot lurk.
Soon shall we rise to meet Him in the air
(For sov'reign grace has meetened us for this),
Clothed in His comeliness, and with Him share
Yon blessed home of unimagined bliss.
A little longer, and the tear-dim'd eye
Shall on the glory of our Jesus gaze;
And ltearts now broken, throb with holy joy,
And tongues now murm'ring, celebrate His praise.
G.C.
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THE CRY OF A CHILD.

" Keep me as the apple 0/ the eye,. hide me 'Under the shadow 0/ Thy
wings."-Ps. xvii. 8.
ONE of the most touching and tender characteristics of the care
taken by their heavenly Father in His children is displayed by the
fact that He frames for their lips the acceptable petitions of their
prayers. When He bids them, "Take with you words, and turn
to the Lord," He provides them with the words-" Say unto Him,
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render
the calves of our lips" (Hosea xiv. 2). He well knows that His
dependent ones need to be taught how to breathe, how to cry, how
to pray, how to praise and give thanks. He, therefore, helps their
infirmities by the Spirit ,of Supplication (Rom. viii. 26), Who compassionates their necessities, and inbreathes into their hearts
aspirations and sighs which no human words can express. It has
been well said on this precious truth and experience, "The Holy
Spirit of God dwelling in us, knowing our wants better than we,
Himself pleads in our prayers, raising us to higher and holier desires
than we can express in words, which can only find utterance in
sighings and aspirations. The assurance which we have that God
the Heart-searcher interprets the inarticulate sighings of the Spirit
in us, is-not strictly speaking, His omniscience-but the fact
that the very Spirit Who thus pleads does it 'according to God,'
that is, in pursuance of the Divine purposes, and in conformity
with God's good pleasure." Another Christian writer has observed,
" The Holy Spirit makes entreaty to God for us in those unuttered
yearnings which the Searcher of hearts recognises as the breathings
of His own Spirit, and therefore the expression of His own will."
For examples of those prayers which are called "groanings that
cannot be uttered" we may call to mind for our encouragement
and instruction the cases of Hezekiah (Isa. xxxvii. 14), of Asaph
(Ps. lxxvii.4), of Hannah (1 Sam. i. 13), of Peter (Matt. xxvi. 75),
of the woman in the Pharisee's house (Luke vii. 37, 38), and of our
blessed Lord Himself (Mark vii. 34). The Holy Spirit is not, of
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course, Himself the subject of these emotions and perturbations
of mind in the children of God, but they are ascribed to Him as
being their cause and instigator. How full of consolation, then,
is the truth that just when the heart of the believer realises most
its impotence to pour out its desires towards God, he is the
favoured subject of the indwelling Spirit's help, and his inarticulate
longings heavenward are singularly effectual and acceptable. That
which the Divine Intercessor on earth inspires in the hearts of
God's children, Christ-the Divine Intercessor in heaven-presents
as acceptable worship to their Father. But, in addition to those
petitions" which cannot be uttered," the written Word recordsby the same Spirit-numerous examples of petitions which can be
uttered. These divinely provided requests are designed to meet
all the varied phases of the Church's spiritual and circumstantial
experience, and to supply for use at the mercy-seat arguments with
God such as the believer may confidently expect will prevail. The
inspired text at the head of these "Notes" affords a precious
example of the mindfulness of the Lord in thus providing" words "
of supplication-" Keep me as the apple of the eye; hide me
under the shadow of Thy wings."
Here are two definite requests, conditioned by two similes, selected
by God Himself, and therefore rich in spiritual teaching.
"KEEP ME." This appeal of the child of God to his heavenly
Father is the language of filial, affectionate confidence. It breathes
a sense of danger and pleads for protection. The Hebrew word
used also includes the idea of observing and taking heed. Thus
the children of God beg for His observant favour, and entreat Him
to take paternal heed to their necessities-both spiritual and
temporal. And this request He Himself has formulated for them,
and fitted to their lips. "Keep me," cries the soul of the helpless
one. And in that cry the Father hears the echo of His own words,
the very words He has taught" little-faith" to lisp. Great indeed
is His delight when He is thus addressed in His own tongue. And
then note the beautiful simile with which the appeal is adorned"as the apple of the eye"-that exquisitely designed and created
organ of the body wherewith the whole man is enlightened, and all
his goings are ordered! "He that formed the eye" can alone
fully appreciate its marvellous construction, its multiform functions,

The Gospel Magazine.

71

its tender sensitiveness, and the perils to become injured to which
it is constantly exposed. And how marvellously has He guarded
against all those dangers! A blow, an excess of light, a grain of
sand may deprive the eye of its power to see, then all is darkness.
Against all such possible injury from without how skilfully has our
beneficent Creator fenced the organ of sight! First, there is the
projecting arch of bone which is prepared to receive a blow, under
cover of which outwork " the apple of the eye" reposes in safety.
Again, there come the .eyelashes arranged on the edges of the
eyelids to exclude any small particles as they approach the sensitive
organ. And then there are those wonderfully adjusted curtains
which so quickly rise and fall, close and open, acting, as it were,
by intuition on the approach of danger, shutting out the enemy,
and enclosing without hurt the precious organ of vision. Thus, .
." He that formed the eye" keeps it, shields it, and encompasses it
with His special care. "Keep me, as the apple of the eye" is kept,
is therefore a petition on the lips of a believer rich in spiritual meaning
and forceful in ~ts directness to the ear and heart of God. Oh,
what sweet consolation does this God-provided petition minister
to the weak, tempted, dependent family, and household, of faith!
If their compassionate, all-wise heavenly Father, "Who formed
the eye," exercise such particular providence over a member of
man's perishing body, what must be His covenanted watchfulness
over the tenderest member of the incorruptible, mystical Body of
Christ! Has He not fenced it in with invulnerable securities?
The saints are to Him for preciousness as the apple of His own eye.
We see this illustrated when Jesus from heaven called upon Saul,
the persecutor of the Church, " Why persecutest thou Me ?" " He
that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye" (Zec. ii. 8). Oh,
brethren in Christ, let our daily prayer continue to be, "Keep me
as the apple of the eye," and we shall be well kept.
" HIDE ME " is the second petition which the Father of Mercies
has indited for the use of His much-tried and oft-affrighted children.
Satan and the world without, and an evil heart of unbelief within,
conspire to alarm and distress the Lord's little ones. But free
grace has provided them with a safe and accessible hiding-place.
Like timid doves in the hour of danger, which fly for safety to their
windows and to the clefts in the rocks, so poor Satan-harassed souls
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call upon their God in the times of distress, " Hide me! Hide me ! "
Yes, and it is in Christ, their Surety and Kinsman, that they ever
find their refuge. It was there that they first were sheltered. It
is still their retreat, by faith. In the words of youthful Henry
Kirke White : " Awake, sweet harp of Judah, wake!
Retune thy strings for J esu's sake;
We sing the Saviour of our race,
The Lamb, our shield and hiding-place.
" 'Tis He-the Lamb-to Him we fly,
While the dread tempest passes by :
God sees His Well-beloved's face,
And spares us in our hiding-place.
" While yet we sojourn here below,
Pollutions still our hearts o'erflow :
Fallen, abject-a sentenced race,
We deeply need a hiding-place.
"Yet courage-days and years will glide,
And we shall lay these clods aside;
Shall be baptized in Jordan's flood,
And washed in J esu's cleansing blood.
" Then pure, immortal, sinless, freed,
We through the Lamb shall be decreed;
Shall meet the Father face to face,
And need no more a hiding-place! "
" The shadow" of the " wings" of J ehovah is beyond the reach
of Satan's shafts. Close to His side the favoured little ones enjoy
perfect immunity from all evil. "The beloved of the Lord shall
dwell in safety by Him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day
long" (Deut. xxxiii. 12).
" As the bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings and hides them there:
Thus protected,
All their foes they boldly dare."
Has He not promised thus to shelter His people from every evil 1
" He shall cover thee with His feathers!" All His Divine attributes
afford protection to His Church. His justice equally with His
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mercy, His power with His pity, His holiness with His love-all
alike are engaged on the believer's side, and invite his soul into
their embrace. In Christ "Mercy and truth are met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other" (Ps. lxxxv. 10).
It is this precious verity which disarms all fear and apprehension
in the hearts of God's dear children when they plead, "Hide me
under the shadow of Thy wings." Why should they be afraid of
their heavenly Father, of His majesty, and of His glory, when He
lovingly bids them under the covert of His feathers 1 Perfect
love may well cast out fear. Thus" kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation," the tremblers in Zion have every
reason to rejoice and give thanks at all times. Jehovah's" hidden
ones "-as jewels-are" kept" in His" secret place," and none
can spoil Him of the least. Who can separate them from the love
of Christ 1 Not tribulation. nor distress, nor persecution, nor
famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor sword! "Nay, in all these
things they are more than conquerors, through Him that loved
them! "

Clifton.

J O.

" BUT to do good and to communicate forget not; for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased." Unto the former duties add this also.
To " do good" is " well doing," and concerns the whole course of our
lives; "patient continuance in well doing" is the life of a believer,
and this we are warned not to be weary of, nor faint in (Gal. vi. 9). This
" well doing" consists in a gracious readiness of mind to do good unto
all; an acting of this inclination in all ways and things, spiritual and
temporal, whereby we may be useful and helpful unto mankind; and the
embracing of all opportunities for the exercise of pity, compassion, and
lovingkindness in the earth. To" communicate" is to distribute of
the good things we enjoy unto others, as their necessities may require.
Thus the very world itself-even those who believe not-doth receive
great advantage by the grace administered by the death of Christ and
the fruits thereof. And" with such sacrifices God is well pleased,."
by this the Apostle doth confirm the cessation of all other sacrifices
in the Church. These works of faith are an especial pleasure unto God;
and this being made known to us is the most effectual motive unto our
diligence in them; for the promise of acceptance gives life to obedience.
And from this we may learn that the works and duties which are
peculiarly useful unto men are peculiarly acceptable unto God.Dr. John Owen.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

" So shall we be separated."-ExoD. xxxiii. 16.
How comes this separation about?

The question asked by Moses of

J ehovah informs us. "For wherein shall it be known that I and thy
people have found grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with
us? So shall we be separated, I and thy people from all the people that
are upon the face of the earth." What a solemn declaration of Divine
truth! What a clear line of demarcation! May the lesson here
taught search and try us, and bring home to each heart the necessity
more than ever in our so-called enlightened age of walking that
separate, narrow, and for the most part hidden path" which no man
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen "-even that path
of " life which is hid with Christ in God."
The subject of divinely-appointed separation of God's children
has been the very profitable theme of two of our recent much-valued
Bible-classes at St. Mary-le-Port, and as the subjects were given by
the writer, they come fresh to mind, and some of the thoughts given,
and the lessons gathered up may form profitable and wholesome
fragments, and passed on, that others may enjoy our "morsel" with us.
The separation of God's elect nation was a theme which runs as a
scarlet thread all through the Divine Word. "I will put a division
(marg. "a redemption") between My people and thy people. And the
Lord did so " (Exod. viii. 23). "I am the Lord which hath separated
you from other people" (Lev. xx. 24). "The Lord God of Israel
hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near
to Himself to do the service of the tabernacle" (Num. xvi. 9). Separated
to service: separated to be holy unto the Lord! That has ever been
God's purpose in separating a people unto Himself. Separated, sanctified,
to be holy unto Him, and to "dwell alone," to be free for service. Now,
the Mosaical dispensation was a typical one, and under the law given
to Israel we have Gospel precept enjoined, and hence many a spiritual
lesson is gained by the Divine illumination of the Word in the law
of Moses.
Look at Deut. xxii. 9-11, "Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard
with divers seeds; lest the fruit of thy seed which thou hast sown,
and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled.
" Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.
" Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and
linen together."
True, it was a necessary command to Israel, whose chief consideration
was to be given to his vines, from which. arose his means of subsistence.
To mingle seed among the vineyards would impoverish the vines, and
make a poor result of both. Hence the Divine Creator makes law, and
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gives a provident reason for the command, "Lest ,the fruit of thy
vineyard be defiled." But what have we here for God's spiritual
Israel ~ Only one, and that" good seed" to be sown by the Gospel.
Tares were of the devil (Matt. xiii. 38). "Divers seeds" may be
likened to doctrines contrary to the Word of God, the Gospel of grace.
We cannot, we must not, sow grace and works together (Rom. xi. 5, 6).
Not half grace and half works for salvation. Good works are the
fruit of grace, and these will surely follow as resulting from and not
for grace and merit. If the root be right; if the "tree be good;"
if the seed be the" good seed" in your and my vineyard of the heart,
then the fruit must also be good.
Again, " Thou shall not plow with an ox and Il,SS together." Separation again enjoined. A clean and an unclean beast not sanctioned
to plow together. In 2 Cor. vi. 14, we have the Gospel command of
this separation. Unequal yoking is forbidden, prohibiting all intercourse between Christians and idolaters, in social, matrimonial, and
religious life. "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers,
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ~ and
what communion hath light with darkness ~ and what concord hath
Christ with Belial ~ or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ~
and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols ~ For ye
are the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in
them and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive
you. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
The ox (Christ's servant) and the ass (Satan's servant) are not to
be yoked together for Church or Christian usefulness. "Can two
walk together except they be agreed ~ "
Again, " Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen
and linen together." The priests of the Levitical order were forbidden
to minister except in linen. The reason is made plain to us in Ezek.
xliv. 17, 18, "They shall be clothed with linen garments; and no
wool shall come upon them whilst they minister, in the gates of the
inner court and within. They shall have linen bonnets upon their
heads, and shall have linen hreeches upon their loins; they shall
not gird themselves with anything that causeth sweat." Theirs was
a service for worship-not labour-and linen was the ordained covering
for sanctuary worship. Now this teaches us how "we which do
believe have entered into rest." There is no labour for us, since Christ
hath done the mighty work, and there is nothing left for us to do. He
has finished and completed all, and He would have His children by
faith even now to be "seated with Him in heavenly places." Ever
to have their eye upon His perfected work, His spotless righteousness,
that seamless robe which is " as broad as the law, as pure as the light,
and such as an angel never wore," to cover them. What manner of
persons are they to be down here ~ "To keep themselves unspotted
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from the world" (James i. 27), and to appear even now as they shall
one day appear up yonder in that perfect, pure white, linen, which
is the righteousness of the saints (Rev. xix. 8). Thus we see how
God's "priests" are called "sanctified," "holy ones," "separated
ones," from sin and self and carnal works, unto service and holiness and
God. Away with divers seeds, creatures, and garments I-a mingling
of flesh and spirit-and let our hearts be tuned afresh by grace to sing" Object of my One Desire,
Jesus crucified for me,
All to happiness aspire
Only to be found in Thee."

"Holiness," said that saintly Puritan author, the Rev. Thomas
Watson, in 1662, "consists in conformity to Christ. Holiness is the
sparkling of the Divine nature. As the diamond is to the ring, so is
holiRess to the soul. Be among the spices, and you will smell them.
Association induces assimilation. Communion of saints promotes
the holiness of saints. Walk closely with God every day. Live ss
under the continual inspection of God's omniscient eye-live holily.
Peace and purity must walk together. The way to preserve our
peace is to preserve our integrity. Turn your closets into temples.
Search the Scriptures; the two Testaments are the two lips by which
God speaks to His people-' Great peace have they who love Thy
law.' Holiness is our spiritual beauty. Holiness is glory in the seed,
and glory is holiness in the flower."-Oh, beloved, seeing what
intrinsic treasures are thus laid up for His children in our glorious
Head, let us seek to be much in His company, and we shall, Enochlike, have this testimony before the world, "He walked with God,"
and this testimony before our God in Heaven, " It pleased Him."
In his quaint language, John Berridge tellingly writes to the
children of God, whose hearts are too prone to go after idols of their
own making :" Fain would the heart unite
A Christ with idols base,
And link mid-day with night,
Or mammon foul with grace,
And in one bosom, false as hell,
Would have the Ark and Dagon dwell!
" But Christ will not allow
A rival near His Throne;
A jealous God art Thou,
And wilt be King alone!
Dagon shall fall before Thy face,
Or Thy sweet Ark will leave its place!
"Dear Jesus I Thou art true I
Though, false from Thee, I slide;
And wilt Thou not subdue,
And link me to Thy side?
I would give all my ramblings o'er;
Speak, Lord, and bid me stray no more."

,
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If the Lord will, we shall resume the subject of separation again
next month. Meanwhile, may the Holy Spirit make the consideration
of our text, "So shall we be separated" unto Jehovah's presence, very
fruitful in our daily walk, unto His glory. So that though we may
be like those two disciples of old, looked upon as "ignorant and
unlearned," yet shall we be seen to differ from the world around us,
and men will take "knowledge of us that we have been with
Jesus."
Sure I am, a child of His cannot be "long in His company without
learning His ways, and reflecting His image. Seek, then, dear children
of God, to hide you much in His Presence, to "present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service," remembering that" ye are not your own; for ye are bought
with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God's."
R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY

~"

(JOB xxxv.)

" ELIHU spake moreover, and said, Thinkest thou this to be right, that
thou saidst, My righteousness is more than, God's ~ For thou saidst,
What advantage will it be to thee, and What profit shall I have, if I
be cleansed from my sin ~" This was an inference from Job's persistence in maintaining his integrity and charging God with dealing
harshly with him. He was measuring his righteousness by God's.
Elihu was used by the Almighty like the watchmen in Solomon's
Song, to take away the veil from his eyes. How often does the believer,
under the preaching of the Word of life, detect self-righteousness where
it did not appear, sin where it was never suspected, and pride of heart
under the cloak of mock humility! "Who can tell how oft he
offendeth? Oh, cleanse Thou me from my secret faults." We recall
being startled by a pamphlet left at every house in a parish, in which
the Vicar wrote this sentence, "Come and weave in your heart and
life some of the fine linen in which the Bride of Christ is to be arrayed."
We" have not. so learned Christ." We believe that the royal wedding
robe is of the King's own preparing and providing, " Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all that
believe" (Rom. iii. 22). This fine linen has no coarse threads in it.
It is our High Priest's garment wherein He wrought out our atonement. He was directed by God, "Put off the linen garments, and
leave them there" (Lev. xvi. 26), to be appropriated by all that believe
now, in espousals, and to be worn by the Bride in the great day of
the marriage of the Lamb, when our heavenly Bridegroom "shall
see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied." This spotless,
perfect robe needs no washing! There are other garments wherewith
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we are clothed here below that need washing "in the blood of the
Lamb" (Rev. vii. 14). We are enjoined, "Be clothed with humility,"
but our humility is defective; our adorning is to be that of a meek
and quiet spirit, but like Moses, the meekest man, we speak unadvisedly
with our lips. By grace enabling us, we " Put on as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another: above all things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness " (Col. iii. 12-14). If we are" clad with zeal as a cloke," there
is a danger of its leading us into that which is unseemly. The robes,
the habits which we wear, need continually to be "washed in the blood
of the Lamb," for they constantly contract defilement by contact with a
dead body, the body of sin and death, the earthly house of this tabernacle, wherein the new creature in Christ Jesus dwells; there is no
getting rid of the leprosy which is in the walls of the house without its
being taken down. This we gleaned forty-five years ago from the
ministry of the late Rev. Thomas Owen. Job was looking at his consistent conduct before men, his righteous acts, and was pleased with
" my righteousness." (Who of all us has not, Pharisee-like, thanked
God that we never left to fall into the commission of some sins?) It
is good to lead moral lives and not be permitted to fall into reproach,
but the sin that dweteth in us, that we long to be rid of, keeps us
humble and contrite, confessedly "sinners of whom I am chief,"
and causes us to fly daily to " the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness." God does not drive out the Canaanites all at once, lest the
evil beasts of pride and self-righteousness mult·ply upon us, and we
lose the sensible enjoyment of the Lord's presence, for He cannot
dwell with pride, Who is meek and lowly in heart.
"I will answer thee, and thy companions with thee. Look to the
heavens and see and behold the clouds, which are higher than thou."
This is an argument from the height of the works of God, to the greatness
of His majesty, which far exceeds our puny thoughts. If we cannot
scale the heavens or bring the clouds nearer to us, how much less
can we unravel the mysterious dealings of Providence with us, or
pierce the dark clouds in our experience, or measure the understanding
of Him Who is perfect in wisdom? Let us meekly bow at His foot·
stool, and hear Him saying, "What I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter." "Thou, 0 God, hast proved us," as
Thou didst Job.
" If thou sinnest, what doest thou against Him? Or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto Him? If thou be
righteous, what givest thou to Him? Or what receiveth He of thine
hand ? Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art, and thy righteousness
may profit the son of man." It cannot reach the Most High either
to diminish His glory, or to increase His greatness; it does affect thy
fellow men for evil or for good; thou knowest not the extent of influence,
either for corrupting or constraining to live in the fear of God.
" By reason of the multitude of oppressions, they make the oppressed
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to cry; they cry out by reason of the arm of the mighty." It is said
of God in Judges, "His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel."
Also, in Egypt the Lord said, " I have surely seen the affliction of My
people, and have heard their cry, by reason of their taskmasters, for
I know their sorrows." That cry, that no one else hears, goes up to
His ear-s, yea, He inclines His ear to attend to their groaning! He
knows all about their pent-up griefs! He remembers His covenant;
the arm may be mighty that oppresses them. His arm is almighty!
It is revealed to them as an Arm to lean upon in their weakness,
spiritually and naturally.
"But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs
in the night ~" Even the Lord's people are insensible often to His
presence with them in their times of trouble, and forget to
enquire, "Where is God my Maker, to tune my songs, for I would
glorify Him in the fires? When things go contrary to their expecta.tion,
none saith-it is true of the children of God: true of the worldlingnone saith, "None enquireth after God." "Why standest Thou afar
off, 0 Lord ~ Why hidest Thou thyself in times of trouble ~" "Let
us search and try our ways and turn to the Lord." He only can turn
thy sorrow into rejoicings, "Who giveth songs in the night" of intense
grief, inward questioning. When the foundation of hope is seemingly
shaken, in the night season, when surrounded by darkness, and that
more terrible gloom, darkness that may be felt, envelops the so\).l, we
then, like Israel in Babylon, hang our harps upon the willows and
forget all songs of praise in our heaviness and sighing, for our heart
is like a stringed instrument in damp weather; we get into a low
key. Lord, tune our hearts afresh to sing to Thy glory, for surely Thou
art more glorified when a new song arises from " the horrible pit and
miry clay" into which Thy children have fallen, from which Thou
alone canst extricate them!
"Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us
wiser than the fowls of heaven." "The ox knoweth his owner, and the
ass his master's crib," but God, the Spirit, teaches us more, to know the
Lord and acknowledge His right over us, that we bet?ame His property by
our Redeemer paying the price of our redemption from Satan's captivity,
so that we can sing, "I am Thine, 0 Lord"; and are enabled, by the
Spirit, to " present our bodies, a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable,
which is our reasonable service," to our Owner; and then, though
stubborn as an ass, we are taught that in our Father's house are many
mansiuns, and our Fore-runner is gone to prepare a place for us, so that
we can sing amidst our sorrows, "Heaven is my home!" He maketh
us also wiser than the fowls of heaven, for He giveth us wisdom to
choose the strait gate and narrow way that leadeth unto life eternal,
a path that no fowl knoweth! Many of the fowls of heaven run into
the snare laid for them, but He giveth more grace that we may escape
the snare, lest we fall into the condemnation of the devil.
"There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil
men." It is useless to cry to any but God. How vain was the cry of the
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worshippers of Baal! And to cry to evil men in their pride is of no
avail.
" Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard
it." How many vain prayers we utter. It is enough to humble us
when the Almighty regards not our petition. He must have His
clji:td meek and .lowly in heart, for was the Divine Pattern set for
• oilr im1t,atio~' therefore we are enjoined by the prophet to "seek
meekn ~.''' fOl " God giveth grace to the humble."
" Al~Jiough thou sayest thou shalt not see Him, yet judgment is
before'Him; therefore trust thou in Him." We often utter rash words;
. in· our unbelieving hearts come to the conclusion that we shall not see
Him here below by faith, and see the King in His beauty hereafter,
for He will not manifest. Himself unto us, yet His thoughts are not
,
' ·thoughts, nor. His ways as ours, but infinitely higher, "For I know
thoughts that I think towards you; thoughts of peace, and not
'of evil, to give you an expected end." Therefore, because He is the
God of all grace, therefore trust thou in Him, and resolve with Job,
. tried Job, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him"; but,
.llnlike the patriarch, confess thyself a sinner, in thought, word, and
(d~ed, " sinners of whom I am chief," instead of maintaining thine own
ways.
" But now, because it is not so, He hath visited' in His anger; yet
He knoweth it not in great extremity." Because men do not acquiesce
in His judgment He visits them in anger. "Who can stand before
His indignation?" "Whoknoweth the power of Thine anger?"
He will not keep His anger for ever. This His children know in their
extremity. He will arise for their help! .
" Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain: he multiplieth words
without knowledge." He was convinced of having sinned with his
lips by the ministry of Elihu; but when the Almighty J ehovah condescended to reason with him, then was the opening of his mouth vanity
indeed; he could not answer his questions, and confessed in His presence
"..
that he had multiplied words without knowledge, yea, had utter,ed
things he understood not. It is good for us when the ministry of the.
Word convicts us of sin, and leads us to "Humble yourselves unqer
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt us in due season." This
is the work of the Spirit of God by the means of the preaching of th~.
Gospel. "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" what the Spirit~.' .
saith by " holy men of old, who spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost." "Cause me to hear" !

...,. ,,'e

MARY.

THE words spoken to the Philippian jailer, in answer to his question,
" What must I do to be saved? " were, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31). Instead of a command
to work; it was a command to cease from working ancf~elieve on
Christ.-Rev. R. Ckapman.
•.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
THE

FORE-RUNNER.

" He is altogether lovely."-SoNG v. 16.
" Whither the Fore-runner is for us entered."-HEB. vi. 20.
THE loveliness of Jesus, as the Fore-runner of the Church to glory,
is the theme of our present meditation. This New Covenant office
of our blessed Lord is described only in Heb. vi. 20-" Whither the
Fore-runner is for us entered, even Jesus." A Fore-runner is one
who goes before, and who does so with alacrity, swiftness, sureness,
and zeal, in order to prepare the way and clear the road. The
Lord Jesus has" run the race set before" Him the whole length of
the weary way, and is now entered within the veil for us " who have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us " (v. 14).
In the first place we notice :THE PERSON
of the Fore-runner, "even Jesus." In order that He might go before
His people, the Lord of life and glory came down to earth, took our
nature into eternal union with His own divine nature, and became
Man. He must be man to tread man's path; and He must be God
to forgive man's sin, and to redeem him from destruction. So the
Fore-runner is no less than the God-Man Mediator, "even Jesus."
His office and work as the Fore-runner reveal His Love, His Grace, and
His Zeal on behalf of His people. We behold in Jesus the Servant of
the Father, and of the Church, doing the will of His Father with
diligence and delight, as
THE FORE-RUNNER,
or Leader, Who shows the right way to those who follow Him, and
clears all obstacles out of their path. Jesus reveals the way He has
chosen for us, by preceding us in it; and so, following Him, we have
His presence, His guidance, and His blessing. The roughness of the
way matters little, the rightness of it matters much; and
" The way we walk cannot be wrong,
If Jesus be but there."

We need Jesus as our Guide every step of the pilgrimage, and every
hour of each day. The path Jesus trod is clearly revealed in the
Scriptures of truth, and His sheep follow Him therein. It is emphatically the path of obedience and suffering. "Though He were a Son,
yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered" (Heb. v. 8).
Thus did the Lord Jesus go before; and therefore knows the toils,
the trials, and the temptations of His followers. He goes before them
to make darkness light, crooked things straight, rough places plain,
and to turI!ev-ery curse into a blessing, all which He does effectually.
But, more especially, the Lord Jesus, the Fore-runner, enters within
6
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the veil as the High Priest. The Jewish High Priest held a most
exalted office, and His annual passing within the veil was a representation of Christ's entry into the Holiest; but the glory of the High
Priest of the Church far exceeded that of the High Priest of the Jews;
for the latter did not enter as the Fore-runner of the people, who
could not follow him into the holiest, but were for ever excluded.
Whereas, the Lord Jesus, having entered in through the rent veil of
His flesh, His people now have access into the Holiest of all. The
veil of the Temple was rent from" the top to the bottom," to show
it was the Divine hand which removed the barrier, for Christ's sake.
The Lord Jesus was a Priest after a higher order than that of Aaron,
being" made a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec." This
subject, however, was discussed in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for August,
1897, so that we may now proceed to notice
THE ENTERING
within the veil of Jesus our High Priest, who hath passed into the
heavenly glory of His Father's presence. Forty days after His resurrection from the dead, the Lord Jesus led His disciples out as far as
Bethany (Luke xxiv. 50), and when He had blessed them, "He was taken
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight" (Acts i. 9). From
that day to this, His faithful people have been, more or less diligently,
looking for His promised return in like manner. Then, at His Ascension,
did the everlasting doors unfold, and the King of glory entered in
triumphantly (Ps. xxiv. 7), having made an end of sin, and brought
life and immortality to light (2 Tim. i. 10), In covenant and mystic
union with Him, the whole Church entered into glory, too, in her
glorious Representative. Now was revealed the mystery hid from
ages and generations (Rom. xvi. 25), in that part of it, at least, which
concerns the exaltation of our nature in the Person of the God-Man
Mediator. Thus Christ, as the" Wave-sheaf" safely garnered, is the
earnest of the ingathering of the whole harvest in due time. The
Lord Jesus ascended to His glory-home as the token and proof of the
acceptance of His Church in Him.
THE WORK
of, the risen, waiting Redeemer in heaven is very precious, and affords
a marvellous display of the perfect loveliness of His Person and faithfulness. He is there to prepare a place for His saints (John xiv. 2) ;
that they may not only enter in Him, but also enter into the rest by
faith with Him, as it is written-" We which have believed do enter
into rest" (Heb. iv. 3). In a very real sense Christ's people enter
into the holiest even now. Their hope" entereth into that within
the veil" (Heb. vi. 19); and so do faith and prayer; and this
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Intercession is another part of His present New Covenant engagement
on behalf of those who" come unto God by Him" (vii. 25); for He
ever liveth the same loving Lord, to plead the cause of the redeemed,
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whom one by one He presents to His Father, as death releases their
ransomed spirits, and their souls follow Him to the skies. Ere long
He will return, the sleeping saints shall be raised, the living changed
(1 Cor. xv. 51), and at the marriage-supper of the Lamb the risen
and ascended Church shall be presented to the Father, as Christ's
all-glorious Bride, by Him, her risen and ascended Husband; and "so
shall we be for ever with the Lord."
Once more; the Lord Jesus, on His ascension, took the administration
of the Kingdom into His own hands; for, unto Him "all power is
given in heaven and in earth" (Rom. xiii. 3). Under faith's vision of
His sovereignty, we " crown Him Lord of all."
Lastly, our precious Saviour and Master entered into heaven as
the Fore-runner, in order that He might communicate all spiritual
blessings to His own. "Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led
captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for men "-or "in the
man," margin (Ps. lxviii. 18). All love-gifts designed for poor, weary
pilgrims are bestowed through the Mediator, " even Jesus," the glorious
Fore-runner of His Church.
Bath.
E. C.
"Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous." "For the present,." that is, whilst the chastisement is
actually upon us; whilst we suffer under it; whilst the wound it
gives unto the mind is fresh, before it be mollified by the ointment of
faith and submission unto God. This chastening does not seem to
be "joyous but grievous,." that is, whatever be the good spoken of
chastisement, it represents itself otherwise unto us, and we cannot
but make another judgment of it. It is not a sweet confection, but
a bitter potion, as Peter says, "being affiicted with sorrow, through
manifold temptations." But chastisement" yieldeth . . . fruit;" it
is not a dead useless thing. When God purgeth His vine, it is that
it may bring forth more fruit; that is, the fruit that is born by
righteousness; none of our sufferings are the cause of our righteousness, but they promote it in us and increase its fruit; such fruits as
patience, submission to the will of God, weanedness from the world,
mortification of sin, heavenly-mindedness, and the like. This fruit is
said to be " peaceable," and that because it is an evidence and pledge
of our peace with God; also because it brings peace into our own
minds, and with respect unto men. "Follow peace with all men."
The effect of chastisement may not appear at first, and so the Apostle
saith, " but afterward," that is, after we have been" exercised thereby."
Now, to be exercised by chastisement is to have all our spiritual strength,
all our faith and patience, tried to the utmost, and acted in all things
suitably to the mind of God.-Dr. John Owen.
GENUINE confession of sin is always followed by a sense of forgiveness
and the spirit of praise.-Robert Chapman.
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THE BOND OF BROTHERHOOD.
By THE· LATE REV. J. HARINGTON EVANs, M.A.

" Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which
is your glory."-EpHESIANS iii. 13.
h is a tender tie that binds the family of God together. The world
cannot understand the secret principle that thus unites them. It was
once a proverb, "See how these Christians love each other." Would
that now the world could see more of this brotherly love and union
among the members of the same family. Still, however, there is
sufficient of this principle in operation to excite the enquiries of worldly
people concerning the causes and grounds of this union. Some there
are who attribute this to unity of sentiment; yet how varied are the
sentiments of the people of God. Often it is ascribed to love of party;
but though there is but one Church, into how many sections is it divided
and subdivided! Others attribute it to frequent and familiar intercourse; but how seldom do they have this close fellowship with each
other, or even see each other frequently. The fact is, the world is
not prepared to understand the blessedness of the tie which binds the
hearts of the Lord's family in Christian love. They all love Christ,
that is the secret of their union; and for want of sympathy the world
is entirely ignorant of the matter.
Believers in Jesus are till redeemed by precious blood-are all called
by sovereign grace-are all sanctified by the same blessed Spirit.
There is a community of need that unites them; what one needs the
others need. There is a community of experience that unites them;
the broken heart, the tender conscience, the eye that looks to Jesus,
the realizing acceptance in the Son of God, the blood sprinkled on the
heart. There is a community of dependence that unites them, for they
all hang weak and helpless on the Lord Jesus Christ. There is a community of interest in the Saviour's love and grace that unites them; He is
the vine, they are the branches, and the weakest branch is as firmly united
to the stE;lm as the strongest. There is a community of desire that unites
them, for all the saints of God long to be holy, all of them hunger and
thirst after righteousness; and then there is a community of prospect
that unites them; for they will soon be in heaven, they will see Jesus,
they will be with Him, they will be like Him, the weakest as well as
the strongest.
They are all fellow-soldiers, forming the army of the living God;
they are all sailors, doing business in the deep waters, and are steering
their bark through rocks and quicksands, amidst rough and stormy
seas, to the haven of rest on the eternal shores; they are all pilgrims
and sojourners in a strange world; here they" have no continuing
city, but they seek a better country, even a heavenly." They are all
fellow-servants in the employ of the Kings of kings and Lord of lords,
and they will soon shine as a glorious constellation in the firmament of
glory. They are children of one family; God is their Father, and
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Jesus is their Elder Brother. Tender as the tie is that binds us to
another by nature's links, this is a higher tie, a tie that shall never be
sundered-it shall last as long as God Himself shall last.
Such was the tie that existed between these Ephesians .and this man
of God; but there was a still more affecting bond of union subsisting
between them than we have yet noticed. He was their shepherdtheir spiritual guide, whose concern for their souls' welfare was incessant
and intense. For three years, he told them, he had not ceased to
warn everyone of them night and day with tears-no wonder they
greatly longed after him. He was their spiritual father, that was an
additional tie. His conduct towards them was not only characterized
by all the gentleness of a tender nurse-but with all the love and pity
of an affectionate father. "I write not these things," says he to the
Corinthians, "to shame you, but as my beloved sons, to warn you."
" Though," he adds, "ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet
have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you
through the Gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me."
But there was one tie still beyond that. He was at that time a
sufferer; he was in great peril, and experiencing manifold tribulations
on their account. If we refer to a few passages in his several letters to
the churches, we shall see how he had this gift bestowed upon him:
" Unto you it is given, in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe in
Him, but also to suffer for His sake." In the first chapter of his Epistle
to the Philippians he speaks of his bonds in Christ and for Christ. He
tells the Colossians that though he was then expecting death he
rejoiced in his sufferings for them, and in " the afRictions of Christ in
his flesh for His body's sake, which is the Church"; and to the Thessalonians, he speaks of his afflictions and of his being appointed thereunto. If, however, we turn to his First Epistle to the Corinthians, we
shall find him speaking of himself as being made" a spectacle unto the
world, and to angels, and to men." "Even unto the present hour,"
he says, " we both hunger and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted,
and have no certain dwelling-place; and labour, working with our
hands;" "being defamed" and made as the "filth of the earth,"
and regarded as the" offscouring of all things." In these and other
instances, behold what the sufferings of this man of God were. We
might suppose that while the members of the Church at Ephesus were
reading this letter, or hearing it read, they would think that he was
then in immediate danger of dying a violent death, and that they should
see his face no more. Thus the strongest of all possible ties consisted
in the fact, as he here tells them, that all these sufferings, tribulations,
and exposedness to death were on their account, " In my tribulations
for you." How must this have increased their sorrow and deepened
their woe!
The word "wherefore" connects this passage with the previous
verses. Since ye have been made acquainted with the distinguished
grace bestowed upon me, that I should preach among you Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, seeing that the high and holy mystery
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which has been hid for ages is now made known unto you, so that Jew
and Gentile are now fellow-heirs and of the same body, and partakers
of Christ by the Gospel; and since of this Gospel I am made a minister,
and that not only to you Ephesian Gentiles, but" to make all men see
what is the fellowship of this mystery"; and seeing that all this is the
fulfilment of God's "eternal purpose, which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord," by whom you, as well as the Jew, have liberty of
" access by one Spirit unto the Father," since these things are so, I
desire that ye faint not at any tribulations which I am called upon to
suffer on behalf of this Gospel for your sakes.
The term" desire," as here employed, means to beseech, to implore,
to intreat; that" ye faint not," implies, lest in the tenderness of their
grief, and the deep solicitude they felt for his safety, they should be
overmuch discouraged and cast down in their minds.
Oh! what a bond of sympathy is the tie of common trial. It is the
tie of suffering membership; and this is the tenderest of all ties.
We know that sympathy may sometimes sleep in the sa.me body;
but let any part of the body suffer, let there be racking pain in one of
its members, and then every other member is by sympathy affected.
Tender is the tie that binds a father to his son, but the parent may
cause his child to be stirred up to anger; tender is the tie that binds a
mother to her sucking child, yet she may forget it; tenderer still is
the tie that binds the husband to the wife, yet the husband may not
be always equally kind; but the pained limb claims the sympathy of
all the members by night and by day, every hour, every moment it
calls forth, and produces, too, the sympathy of the whole body. And
this it is that gives us the tenderest view of that tie which binds the
family of God together.
But let us now endeavour to ascertain in what respect the Apostle's
tribulations for them could be for their glory. It is as much as if he had
said, Ye were once Gentiles-" enemies to God by wicked works,"
"children of wrath," "having no hope," and "without God in the
world." But mark God's peculiar mercy to you; see His sovereign
electing love displayed on your behalf. "God, who is rich in mercy,
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins," hath sent the Gospel to you, and sent me His minister, me His
Apostle, me His imprisoned Apostle, and that for your sakes; that
you might be partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel. It is
as if he had said, 0 ye Ephesians, lose sight of me in the view of the
sovereign grace of God that sent me. The streams are sweet, but if
our hearts are deeply imbued with. the truth, we shall say, the source
is far sweeter than the stream. Look, my brother, at the mercies
bestowed upon you, but forget not the channel through which they
came; and you, too, like the Apostle, will thus be tracing them back
to the source of all blessedness.
But the Apostle, by the expression" for your glory," also reminded
them of the hope set before them, of which blessed hope they had become
partakers by that Gospel which they had received. What is glory, if
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it is not that-the Gospel and the reception of that Gospel into the
heart? What a miserable condition it is for a man to be destitute
of a solid, scriptural hope, founded on "Thus saith the Lord." We
have already seen, in our meditations on the preceding verse, what a
glory it is for us to feel that we have a legal right to draw near to the
Lord; and how much more glorious it is if we can thus draw near to
God with confidence. And if we are not able to reach so high, yet we
may have a well-grounded hope that we are accepted in Christ; and
feel a comfortable assurance of mind that we have not only fled to Him
for refuge, but have found in Him a "hiding-place from the storm,
a covert from the tempest, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land;" that we have gone to Him in our need, and found in Him a
brother born for adversity-yea, "a friend that sticketh closer than
a brother." Thus stripped of our self-righteousness and self-confidence, how blessed it is to have confidence in the righteousness of
Jesus! In saying his tribulations were for their glory, it is as much
as if the Apostle had said, "Though I am a prisoner, you are free;
though my heart is often wounded, you have, in the Gospel I have
preached unto you, a cordial for every drooping hour."
There is another view in which Paul's tribulations were for their
glory; he considered-he had a right to consider-that they would
issue in their deeper sanctification. Oh, how little are we aware what
a power of influence there is in a holy example! I believe it to be the
great instrument by which the Lord often works upon the hearts of
men. Oh, to see a man acting out his principles in his business, acting
out the Gospel in his profession, what a power there is in it !
We have also in these words a beautiful exhibition of the Apostle's
character and conduct. What unshaken steadfastness is here developed.
We are apt to imagine, as we have in another place observed, that the
Apostles were not "men of like passions with ourselves," as they
themselves affirm. We seem to expect, as a matter of course, that
they would be unflinching in their testimony before the world; but
there were times, as we have seen, when even Paul was made to weep
bitter tears~ We might have supposed that he would have said,
"I am myself almost ready to faint under these tribulations; " but
while not a syllable nor a sigh of regret escaped him, his soul was often
filled with joy in the prospect of suffering for Christ's sake.
There is another feature in this sympathy of love, as manifested by
the Apostle, which we may notice-that is, its disinterestedness. One
sometimes sees so much selfishness-in whom? In the saints of God.
Alas! it is so sometimes, and but too frequent. The world, in general,
is made up of selfishness. It is, however, of want of sympathy manifested by the professed followers of Christ the Apostle complains when
he tells the Philippians, "I have no man like mind~d, who will
naturally care for your state; for all seek their own and not the things
which are Jesus Christ's." Self in the Apostle seemed to have been
annihilated. I do not say that it was absolutely, I do not believe that
it was; but he seemed to think of nothing but these Ephesians and
their welfare.
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There was also great tenderness of heart evinced by this eminent
Apostle; we can sometimes see great boldness, great disinterestedness
in the children of God; we sometimes see both united in one person;
and yet there is often a great lack of tenderness of spirit. In the
Apostle we see something of the character of his Divine Master-the
qualities of the lion and the lamb blended. It was this that induced
him to say, "Do not faint on my account; do not even think of my
tribulations, but think of your glory."
We may here just observe, that the profession of the Gospel is always
more or less connected with tribulation. Our chief danger is on the side
of worldly principles. This I know is a delicate subject, but I have
yet to learn that a man can go through the world, exhibiting Christian
principles, without meeting with a cross. The Gospel, nevertheless,
is worthy of any sacrifice, however great, which you may be called to
experience in the way of an honest profession of it. Think of its
benevolent aspect to man; it is a Gospel that can come to a sinner,
however vile, and say, There is a "fountain opened for sin and for
uncleanness," whosoever will may wash therein, and be clean. It is
the Gospel only that can make a miserable sinner happy; it draws us
nearer to God, and makes our very sufferings minister to the health
and safety of our souls.
Observe also, that in all su[ferings endured for Christ's sake there are
immense blessings to be realized. We say all this grace in his heart,
and on his lips, all this boldness of character, was in the Apostle; and
so it is in reality in every child of God. But what drew it out? It
was in the way of endurance; it was thus also that the graces of these
Ephesians were drawn forth into active and beneficent exercise.
What a holy, active sympathy existed in both the Apostle and the
saints to whom he wrote! There ought not to be the mere courtesies
of the world among the saints of God; though, indeed, they are commanded to be courteous. Be careful, beloved brethren, to cultivate
in your intercourse with the people of God, that warm sympathy, that
tenderness of heart, that the Apostle exhibited.
From the solicitude here manifested by the Apostle, it is evident
that a faint heart is not in accordance with the spirit of the Gospel. We
need not only to be cautioned against lightness of feeling and of carriage,
but against a fainting spirit. There is much unbelief in our faintinglooking more at the misery than at God's mercy, more at the trouble
than at God's strength to support us under it; looking more at the
difficulties than at the promises, more at what we are than what God is.
Whence is it, beloved, there is so much casting down of spirit-so much
despondency? Does not despondency lead to departure from the
Lord 1 And does not one departure lead to another departure, and
a still further going away from God? Oh, guard against besetting
sins-a worldly spirit, and an unwatchful, prayerless frame of mind!
It is the want of this holy watching and seeking, and neglect of studying
the page of conscience, that oftentimes weakens our strength.
It is a great and blessed thing, in fainting moments, when our spirits
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sink, to meditate upon the distinguishing mercies to which the Apostle
directed the attention of these Ephesian believers. Oh, this electing
love, this redeeming blood, this preserving power, this restoring grace!
If we oftener laid these upon our hearts by prayerful meditation, I
believe it would be one great means whereby our spirits would be
revived, and our hearts become more devoted to God. Oh, my poor
fainting brother, if thou didst but seek more to realize the power and
preciousness of Christ's love to thee, to meditate more frequently and
prayerfully on the glory of His person, the completeness of His atonement, the perfection of His righteousness, the depth of His sympathy,
the fulness of His grace, and the stability of the everlasting Covenant
ordered in all things and sure, thou wouldst find how true and blessed
is that declaration that He " giveth power to the faint," and" they
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." 0 beloved!
thou shalt thus indeed find that thy sorrows and tribulations stir up
the very heart of God on your behalf. Ah! who can tell the love He
has towards thee. He who sees Jesus in His suffering saints, regards
thy person, thy necessities, thy cries, and the longing of thy soul as
dear to Him. "Despise not thou, therefore, the chastening of the Lord,
neither faint when thou art rebuked of Him."

"THERE remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." The
Apostle shows that the privilege of being the people of God, with the
enjoyment of a day of rest, is now transferred from the old estate and
the Canaan rest unto them that shall and do enter into this rest of God
under the gospel. Hence, instead of these Hebrews to whom he is
writing in the first place losing the privilege of being the people of
God through faith in Christ, he lets them know that they could no
longer retain it without faith in Christ. If they failed in this, they
would no longer be the people of God. Let us then observe, 1. That
believers under the New Testament have lost nothing, no privilege that
was enjoyed by them of old. 2. It is the people of God alone, who
have a right unto all the privileges of the gospel, and who in a due
manner can perform all the duties of it. 3. The people of God as such
have work to do, and labour incumbent on them. Rest and labour
are correlates; the one supposeth the other. 4. God hath graciously
given His people an entrance into rest during their state of work and
labour, to sweeten it unto them, and to enable them for it. 5. Believers
may and do find assured rest in a due attendance unto the performance
of the duties of the gospel. This is that which the Apostle asserts and
proves. 6. There is a weekly sacred day of rest appointed for believers
under the gospel, as will appear from the next verse.-Dr. John Owe1/,.
As the stewards of God here, it is our business to be trying our ways
and works by the Scriptures.-Robert Ohapman.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE

REV. JAMES TARGETT.

THERE is nothing more needful in giving a sketch, however brief,
of the lives of God's servants than to remember how all God's works
point to variety in unity. What adds to the beauty of the one
landscape ~ Is it not its variety ~ And every plant of His own right
hand planting, every tree of righteousness, every flower in God's
garden, points not to uniformity but to variety. The one flock gathered
from many folds suggests the same thought; hence the Creator has
fitted each one of His new creation for his destined work-and in the
carrying out of that work how much variety in unity do we behold!
" He gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers," for the perfecting of the saints with reference to the work of the ministry, for the building up of the body of
Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ. Thus, of the many members in the one body
the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee, nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of you.
The Portrait in this number of the MAGAZINE is that of one whom
it was my privilege to know and love for over forty years-the Rev.
JAMES TARGETT-a man who took the lowest place at the Master's
feet-a place that none but such as is acquainted with the plague of his
own heart can take. He was clothed with humility, and ever esteemed
others better than himself; he knew that he was what he was by the
grace of God alone, and the good, old-fashioned, much-despised 'Doctrines of Grace-the Doctrines of that Church in which he ministeredwere dear to him to his dying day. He adorned those doctrines in
his life and walk, and no one that knew him could fail to take knowledge
of him that he had been with Jesus. As" a debtor to mercy alone"
he loved to show forth the excellencies of Him Who had called him
out of darkness into His marvellous light. The very name of Jesus
was the joy of his heart, and the boast of his tongue. When inviting
me to. join him at the Clifton Conference last October, he spoke of
the topic which was chosen for the addresses-" The Name of JESUS"
-as "the cream of subjects."
As the child of godly parents, who attended the ministry of the
late Bishop Waldegrave, at that time Rector of Barford, he .found,
in his early days, that good man's faithful teaching much blessed to
his soul, and seeing this the Rector took a deep interest in him, and
the Lord having opened his heart, like Lydia's, to attend to the things
that were spoken, as a sinner convinced by the Holy Spirit of sin he
was led to the Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness; there to
find peace, by the blood of the Cross, whilst at the same time it was
impressed on his heart to proclaim to others-
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.. Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?
.. 'Twasthe same hand that spread the feast
That sweetly forced me in ;
Else I had wandered from the Lord,
And perished in my sin."

I scarcely ever think of my friend and brother without these words,
spoken of Timothy, occurring to my mind, "When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that
in thee also."
In process of time the Lord showed to J AMES TARGETT that He would
have him go work in His vineyard, and made him willing to renounce
a lucrative employment to study for the work of the ministry. Accordingly he went through the Theological course at St. John's, Highbury,
with credit to himself, while he was held in good repute by his tutors.
At this time it was his privilege to attend the services and to teach in
the Sabbath School of our beloved friend and brother the Rev. J ames
Ormiston, then Vicar of St. David's, Holloway, now Rector of Maryle-Port, Bristol, and Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to whose teaching
all lovers of a free grace Gospel at St. John's College were at that time
wont to resort.
When his College career ended, he was ordained by his old friendthen Bishop of Carlisle-to the Curacy of Ulverston, where he remained
from 1868 to 1870. Whilst here his Bible-class for Men was so signally
owned and blessed of God that many were, by his instrumentality,
brought from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto
God, and, on his quitting the curacy so beloved was he by these men
that they presented him with a very beautiful timepiece as a mark
of affection, and in the giving of which love-token none but themselves
were allowed to participate. His next sphere of labour was with the
well-known and esteemed Rev. H. Barne, Vicar of Faringdon, but
God soon removed him from thence to Cheltenham, where for seven
years his ministrations were much blessed at Trinity Church, and on
his taking leave of his flock, his testimony to the Truth was so much
valued that his Parishioners presented him with a purse of three
hundred pounds and a very handsome timepiece. In 1881 he was
presented by Sir George J enkinson to the living of Falfield, in Gloucestershire, where he worked with untiring energy for the spiritual welfare
of his flock, and where, during his eleven years' pastorate, he won much
respect and love by his faithful preaching, which was a savour of life
to many, and even those to whom that Gospel was a savour of death
unto death were,through his humility of spirit,constrained to be at peace
with him. On his departure in 1891, he took with him an exceedingly
handsome gold watch, as a memento of his work of faith and labour
of love. Not being strong, he now rested for awhile, taking occasional
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duty, but ultimately accepted the living of Muchelney, in Somersetshire.
The damp atmosphere of the neighbourhood, however, was unsuited to
the bronchial attacks from which he was wont to suffer, and, after five
years, God removed him for the last time, till He called him up higher,
to the Rectory of Burnett, near Bristol, where, by his little flock, he
was much valued and will be greatly missed. It has been my privilege
to visit his parish more than once, and it pleased me greatly to make
the acquaintance of his parishioners, who, though some of them were
of another fold, yet walked with him in the unity of the Spirit and
in the bond of peace. It must not be supposed that a naturally amiable
and peace-loving disposition made him yield when he felt the glory
of God was at stake. I remember how, on one occasion, he took a
step which was distasteful to the worldly part of his congregation, but
feeling he should have the approval of God, he planted his foot firm,
aau courting no man's smiles, or fearing any man's frowns,
did what he felt to be right, though to his tender spirit the
opposition of those who differed from him was felt more keenly
than it would have been by many. I sum up in the words
of his bereaved widow, "He was a beautiful instance of the
good old Evangelical clergyman, understanding by the word Evangelical-Gospel; gentle and generous towards others, consistent in his
actions, and successful in his work. He died as he had lived, peacefully,
lovingly, and ready for the Master's call; he has left behind him a
precious example to his flock of all that was true, unselfish, and good;
an example of devotion to that Saviour Whom he deeply and
devoutly lov~d."
On Lord's-day, December 17th, I was, at the request of the family,
called to a painfully pleasing duty, to speak to his beloved people in
that pulpit which only two Sabbaths before he had occupied. I was
led in the morning to speak from the words, "His hands are as gold
rings set with the beryl" (Song Sol. v. 14); and in the evening from
the last chapter he had asked to be read to him, Romans i., and when
the 16th verse was reached, he requested that the book might be closed,
intimating that, as it seems to me, he wished this to be his dying, as it
had been his living, testimony, and a legacy which he desired to leave
to those who had so often heard him proclaim that Gospel as "the
power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth."
WILLIAM LUSH.

'-

EDITORIAL NOTE.
[To the foregoing appreciation of the late REV. J AMES TARGETT,
from the pen of our beloved friend, the REV. WILLlAM LUSH, Rector
of Stretton, we feel constrained to add. a few words. Cordially endorsing the testimony of Mr. Lush to the Christian character, life, and
labours of the recently home-taken RECTOR of BURNETT, we feelingly
recall our earliest associations with him during his course of study
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at the London College of Divinity, under the Principalship of that
sound and learned Protestant divine, the late Rev. Dr. Boultbee. It was
indeed no small privilege and responsibility to include in one's pastoral
service as Vicar of St. David's, Holloway, the setting forth of the
glorious Gospel of the sovereign grace of our Covenant Triune God
before the numerous young men who realized that they were the
subjects of the call of the Holy Spirit to become heralds of the same
soul-saving message. Among these prospective witnesses for Christ
were MR. JAMES Tf\RGETT and a brother of his-a physical sufferer
-who was removed to his heavenly rest soon after ordination.
The grace of the Spirit was eminent in both the brothers. The extreme humility, meekness, and gentleness of JAMES, combined with
firm decision-when the distinctive doctrines of free grace were
involved-presented a blend of character only too rarely met with
in the present-day ministry. We do not doubt that the forcible
example and discriminating pulpit-teaching of Bishop Waldegravewith which Mr. TARGETT'S earliest spiritual life was associated-were
largely used by the Holy Spirit in the production of this gracious
result. Our beloved friend and brother now rests from his patient,
long, and faithful labours, and his memory is fragrant in the soul. The
Lord is significantly removing from His church on earth the most
able and courageous of His witnesses. This fact impresses on the
minds of Zion's more thoughtful children the growing gravity of the
outlook. "When. the Son of Man cometh, shall He find [the] Faith
in the earth?" The faith of God's elect is now but feebly upheld
and proclaimed in England's pulpits. This remark is true of Conformist
and Nonconformist Churches alike. An illustration of how far gone
from their primitive doctrinal standards the Evangelical communities
have departed has been recently shown in Scotland-once the centre
and strength of free-grace testimony. And darker days of apostasy
from "the Faith once for all delivered to the saints" are, we greatly
fear, close at hand. And" many shall be purified, and made white,
and tried." Persecution for the Truth's sake in "the last days" is
hereby divinely foreshown. Thus, the true and faithful leaders of "the
flock of slaughter," who are being removed from the scenes of their
labours to the glorious presence of their blessed Lord and Master,
are being "taken. away from the evil to come." .Happy servants
of the Most High who now stand continually in the glory before Him
and hear from His own lips-as they never did on earth-the mysteries
of His wisdom, love, and truth, and worship Him day and night in
services of praise and adoration!
THE EDITOR.
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ONE STEP MORE.

" A man's heart deviseth his way; but the Lord directeth his steps."PROV. xvi. 9.
WHAT, though before me it be dark,
Too dark for one to see ~
I ask but light for one step more
'Tis quite enough for me.
Each little humble step I take,
The gloom clears from the next;
So, though 'tis very dark beyond,
I never am perplexed.
And if sometimes the mist hang close,
So close, I fear to stray,
Patient, I wait a little while,
And soon it clears away.
I would not see my further path,
For mercy veils it so ;
My present steps might harder be
Did I the future know.
It may be that my path is rough,
Thorny, and hard, and steep;
And knowing this, my strength might fail
Through fear and terror deep.
It may be that it winds along
A smooth and flowery way;
But seeing this, I might despise
The journey of to-day.
Perhaps my path is very short,
My journey nearly done;
And I might tremble at the thought
Of ending it so soon.

"

Or, if I saw a weary le~gth
Of road that I must wend,
Fainting I'd think" my feeble powers
Will fail me ere the end."
And so I do not wish to see
My journey, or its length:
Assured that, through my Father's love,
Each step will bring its strength.
Thus, step by step, I onward go,
Not looking far before;
Trusting that I shall always have
Light for just" one step more."

'.
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PELDON.

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD.

" For with God all things are possible."-MARK x. 27.
THIS profound assertion should strike the ungodly with terror and
alarm, but it should afford consolation and encouragement to the
Lord's people. Nothing can be impossible with God except what
would be derogatory to His honour and glory; except what would be
contrary to His purposes and promises; except what would be inconsistent with His nature and perfections. For it is impossible for God to lie;
He is the God of truth, the faithful God. It is impossible for God to
sleep: He fainteth not, neither is weary; and" He that keepeth thee
shall not slumber." It is impossible for God to die: for He is immortal,
from everlasting to everlasting He is God. Everything that God has
purposed, counselled, and promised, He is able to do, and will surely
perform. Every word that He has spoken He will bring to pass.
Everything predicted by His prophets and declared by His angels:
and particularly the announcement concerning the incarnation of
His blessed Son, Who should be born in a supernatural manner.
This comprehensive and soul-inspiring statement is calculated to
strengthen the faith, to silence the fears, and to stimulate the hopes
of the people of God. J ehovah confirmed the faith of Abraham with
the forcible enquiry, "Is anything too hard for the Lord ~" The
result was, that, being fully persuaded of the ability of God, he knew
that what He had promised He was also able to perform. When
Moses, distrusting himself, hesitated to go into Egypt, because of the
many obstacles which presented themselves to his view, God'
encouraged His servant by reminding him of His all-sufficiency, and
assuring him of His continual presence. "And the Lord said unto
him, who hath made man's mouth ~ or who maketh the dumb, or deaf,
or the seeing, or the blind ~ Have not I the Lord ~ Now therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say."
Again, when the people of Israel were in the wilderness, and Moses
wondered how God could possibly provide flesh for them, J ehovah
allayed his anxiety by filling him with encouraging expectation. "And
the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed short ~ Thou
shalt see now whether My word shall come to pass unto thee or not."
Job in his deep trial of sore affliction found unspeakable relief in meditating on the gracious omnipotence of God. God's servant Job thus
declared: "He is in one mind, and who can turn Him ~ and what His
soul desireth, even that He doeth. For He performeth the thing that
is appointed for me: and many such things are with Him." And
after the Lord had spoken to Job out of the whirlwind, having given
him many unquestionable proofs of His almighty power, Job confessed,
" I know that Thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be

"
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with-holden from Thee"; or, as the margin, "no thought of Thine can
be hindered." Observe, moreover, how God expostulated with Israel
on account of their manifold transgressions. What forcible arguments,
and what powerful illustrations He uses to convince them of His
omnipotence. J ehovah proceeds to arrest their attention in the
following manner. "Wherefore when I came was there no man ~
When I called was there none to answer ~ Is My hand shortened at
all, that it cannot redeem ~ or have I no power to deliver ~ Behold,
at My rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a wilderness; their
fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst. I clothe
the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering."
Note further, when God made promise to Jeremiah that after a
period of seventy years' captivity in Babylon, the people should be
restored to their own country, that the houses of Jerusalem should be
rebuilt, and that fields would again be purchased in the land of Judah,
the prophet betook himself to prayer, expressing his reliance upon
the omnipotence of God. "Ah, Lord God!" says he, "behold Thou
hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and stretched
out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee." God responds to
this faithful acknowledgment, "Behold, I am the Lord, the God of
all flesh: is there anything too hard for Me ~" After.Jesus had
impressed His disciples by pointing out the difficulties in the way of
rich men entering into the kingdom of God, and Peter had despondingly
asked, "Who then can be saved ~" the Lord replies, "The things
which are impossible with men, are possible with God, for with God all
things are possible." (Luke xviii. 27; Mark x. 27). The ability of God
the Father is encouragingly expressed in the Epistles: He is of power
to establish His believing people, and He is able to do exceeding
abundantly for them above all that they ask or think, according to
the power of His Spirit which worketh in them. Also the ability of
God the Son is just as fully set forth; as the great High Priest, He is
able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him, and as
the Head of His Church and people, He is able to keep them from falling
and to present them before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy. "To the only wise God our Saviour be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen."
THE REV.

D. L.

JOHNSON.

How solemn the thought that the once-suffering One must be the
Judge of quick and dead. The rule of His judgment will be that by
which He Himself was judged. How unbending was the justice that
dealt with Him, when He stood with sin imputed, bearing its punishment! Yet there are multitudes being deluded touching God's coming
wrath, which He will execute on all who know Him not, and obey
not the Gospel. (2 Thess. i. 8-1O.l-Robert Chapman.
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OF HOPE.

HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE,

D.D.

" And we desire that everyone of you do show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto the end, that ye be not slothful, but followers
of them who, through faith and patier,Lce, inherit the promises."HEBREWS vi. 11, 12.

IN spiritual matters the natural man instinctively recoils from all
remembrance of his individuality. If the voice of conscience be not
drowned by the ceaseless din of this world's turmoil, or hushed by the
soothing flatteries of a heart which is deceitful above all things, he
is too eager to escape from its painful monitions in delusive hopes of
general, and almost universal mercy, in imposing theories of sacramental
and corporate Christianity-in flippant assertions of the mysteriousness
of the future,-or in vaunted superiority to the (so-called) narrowness
and bigotry of creeds and systems. "Let God be true, but every man
a liar." "Strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto
life, and few ther_e that find it." Most wise then, most necessary,
that "every man" should "prove his own work "-" that every
man should examine himself whether he be in the faith "-whether
or no he be " walking in Him" who saith " I am the way, the truth,
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me."
My brethren, I have, on past occasions, called your attention to the
fundamental doctrines-of human depravity, guilt and condemnation
to wrath eternal-of the full and entire removal of the guilt and punishment of sin from the redermed by the vicarious sufferings of J esusof the application of that finished work to the conscience of the believer
by the Spirit of grace-o! the gradual, but certain, victory over the
power of sin here, and the complete annihilation of the principle of
sin hereafter, achieved in the elect of God by the SpirIt of holiness.
I entreat you to bear with me, as to-day I press upon your seriouS'
consideration the importance of enquiring, each man for himself,
how far he is personally brought under the power of these truths of
Scripture-personally acquainted with these operations of divine grace..
We are all of us, in virtue of our natural relationship to the first Adam,
spiritual lepers condemned for ever to dwell without the camp of the·
saints. Are we, in virtue of a. supernatural relationship to the last
Adam, in the first place, " justified freely by the grace of God through..
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus"; and in the second place,
"transformed by the renewing of your mind, so as to prove," each
day more and more, "what is that good and acceptable and perfecte'
will of God " ~
The search to which I invite you is not presumptuous; it is not.
uncalled-for. I am but urging upon you the command of the Holy
Ghost--" Give diligence to make your calling and election sure;"
sure, not in themselves {for that they are already if indeed we be of
7
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" the called ,and chosen and faithful "), but sure in their evidences to
our own happy spirits, and to " the household of faith."
Nor do I call upon you to aim at that which is attainable only by
the more advanced disciples of the Lord Jesus, or which is, when
attained, more conducive to dreamy, carnal security, than to watchful,
spiritual holiness. For, indeed, my text bids" everyone of us show
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end "; and doth not
the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of Peter, turn to the" things hoped for,"
as to reasons most constraining for love and purity-" Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of Him in peace, without spot and blameless" ?
Such an enquiry is always seasonable, for our time is always readybut especially becoming is it at this doubly solemn hour, when the
voice of ecclesiastical authority in our own land, and the voice of
God's providential dealings with other lands, unite in calling us (with
a cry to which we cannot refuse to hearken, save at our peril)" to
weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth."
In order to assist you in this investigation into the secrets of your
own hearts, I desire to enforce the Scriptural truth that, as every
genuine disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is by the Spirit of God deeply
and painfully convinced of his own personal corruption and guilt,
so he may be by the gracious teaching of the same Spirit of God,
solidly and joyfully assured of his own individual interest in the future
"inheritance of the saints in light:" yea, more; that it is his duty
to seek such full assurance of Scriptural hope, as a most powerful
aid in perseveringly walking by faith in the way of holiness.
Mark, I pray you, my words: "Every genuine disciple may be Scripturally assured of his eternal salvation." I would not "make the
heart of the righteous sad, whom the Lord hath not made sad." Some
(perhaps many) faithful disciples are often (it may be always) without
assurance; their cases I shall briefly touch upon hereafter, only reminding them now by the way, for their comfort, on the one hand that very
many of the saints of God have had their hours of darkness; and on
the other, that the persuasion of safety is not of the essence of salvation
-assurance may be part of the superstructure--it certainly is not part
of the" foundation of God."
Nor would I say, "peace, peace, when there is no peace." I know
that scarcely can a man be found-even among the most frivolous,
the most abandoned of the children of this world-who does not lay
claim to a certain kind of hope. I know, too, that many have boasted
of assurance, whose lives have proved too clearly that" Jesus never
.
knew them."
I speak not of these. "The hope of unjust men perisheth," and
" the hypocrite's hope (too) shall perish: whose hope shall be cut off,
and whose trust shall be a spider's web: he shall lean upon his house,
but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure."
I speak not of the merely nominal Christian-I speak not of the
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loud but hollow professor-but I speak of "the holy and humble
men of heart," whose every action proves that a deep and personal
sense of pardoning love has made them, by grace, willing to sit at
Jesus' feet and learn His word-I speak of the "obedient children"
of God-of the faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus, and I affirm, on
the authority of God's word, that by them a solid and joyful assurance
of hope-(not, on the one side, a mere conjectural probability-nor,
on the other side, a merely enthusiastical conceit--but a well grounded,
sober, full assurance of hope)-is attainable.
The subject is one of great importance, but at the same time, one
of great difficulty. It is much too important to be passed by without
consideration-much too difficult to be handled (even if it were lawful
for the most experienced so to handle any spiritual subject) otherwise
than in prayerful, unshrinking submission to God's written Word.
Nothing, therefore, shall be brought before you to-day, but what has
been simply and solely wrought out from Holy Scripture.
The statement I have made will be best elucidated and confirmed,
by considering what Christian HOPE is. For it is on the word" HOPE"
that my argument must be constructed-not upon the word " assurance," which has no certain counterpart in the original-indeed (if
I might venture to make such an observation) the word" complement,"
or " fulness," would be a more faithful rendering of plerophoria. We
desire that everyone of you do show the same diligence to the " full
bearing," the" complement," the" fulness " of hope to the end.
I propose then, I., to enquire what Christian Hope is; Il., to exhibit
the ground upon which Christian Hope rests; IlL, to show in what
manner a full aE\.,>urance of Hope is by diligence attainable.
And I. Let us enquire what Christian Hope is.
1. Hope (in its highest sense) isa grace wrought in the soul of the
believer by the power of the Holy Ghost, whereby he looks forward
with a lively and patient expectation to his perfect consummation
and bliss, both in body and soul, in God's eternal and glorious kingdom.
It is, in short, a joyful and abiding anticipation of glory, wrought in
the soul by the Holy Ghost. Is this picture too highly coloured 1
Look at 1 Pet. i. 3-9, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to his abundant mercy hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations; that
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perjsheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom, having
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory: receiving the end
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls."
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Hope is, I say, an expectation of glory. It IDay be objected, that
this description of Christian hope is incomplete-for, that by it, the
saints of God expect and wait for the fulfilment of many promises
which have their accomplishment here on earth. I do not deny that
such is the case-but not exclusively-no, nor principally so. In
its highest and truest sense, hope extends its flight beyond the present,
beyond the unseen and separate state, to the morning of the Resurrection, and all the glories that shall follow. Truly the words might
here be applied: "If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men the most miser~able." For indeed, hope is an expectation
of glory-not a buoyant cheerfulness with regard to days and years
to come in this life, arising from a grateful, but natural sense of the
benevolence of the Creator-not a vague confidence with regard to
the eternal state, springing from an ignorant and presumptuous sloth,
which ventures to form an idea of that Creator totally at variance
with the revelation he hath made of Himself in His word-but an
enlightened, sober expectation of glory supernaturally wrought in
the soul by the Spirit of God. "We, according to His promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness."
" We, through the Spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith."
Hearken to St. Paul, as he speaks of the present state: "According
to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ
shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life or by death."
Hearken to him again, as he speaks of the unseen and separate state:
" I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with
Christ, which is far better." "We are confident, I say, and willing,
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord."
But now hear him as he looks forward to the day of Resurrection:
" Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not
seen are eternal." "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth
for the manifestation of the sons of God." What manifestation?
That which shall take place when Jesus" shall come to be glorified
in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe."
Again, I say, hope is a joyful expectation of glory-not that instinctive
shrinking from pain, which, when reminded that we cannot continue
here for ever, chooses the mansions of glory as the lesser of two evils"we must needs part with earth-we must have heaven or hell-we
, hope' we may go to heaven as the more tolerable alternative, though
we would willingly continue here for ever, without holiness, without
God." Brethren, this is not Christian hope-far from it-Christian
hope joyfully, anxiously (I may not add impatiently), longs for" the
glory that shall be revealed." "And not only they, but ourselves
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also, which have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body."
The saints do "through much tribulation enter into the kingdom
of God." Men revile and persecute them-but there are other ingredients in their cup of sorrow, and those far more bitter. There are
the constant rebellions of inbred sin, the manifold temptations of
Satan, and the frequent hidings of Jehovah's countenance. Hope
expects and waits for the promised deliverance as from all evil, so
especially from sin and Satan, in the presence of Jesus.
Do you call for instances ~ Hearken to Asaph as, in the 73rd Psalm,
he comforts himself under the painful sense of the abounding iniquity
of this world: "Nevertheless I am continually with Thee: Thou hast
holden me by my right hand; Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but
Thee ~ and there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My
flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, and
my portion for ever." Just such was the hope of Paul: "I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, :shall give me at that day; and not
to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing."
Again, hearken to the words of David, uttered under circumstances
precisely similar: "As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness;
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness." Mark these
words well-" I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness,"
as though he would say: "Here indwelling corruption ever reminds
me that "as is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy"here I am ever constrained to cry, "Oh wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ~" But the cravings
of my soul shall one day be satisfied, for I shall awake in Thy likeness" this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put
on immortality"-for, "as I have borne the image of the earthy,
I shall also bear the image of the heavenly.''' Notice again the words,
"I will behold Thy face in righteousness"-such was the hope of
Paul ;-" Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face"
-such also the hope of Job: "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another; though my veins be consumed within me."
Did the occasion require it, I might multiply Scriptural illustrations
of the liveliness of the Christian's hope; but I will leave that characteristic in order to dwell for a few moments upon another-the stability
of the Christian's hope. Hope is a patient expectation of glory.
"Patience," as opposed to volatility and fitfulness, is one of the
distinguishing properties of the fruits of the Spirit in the "elect of
God." Are they believers ~ It is "through faith and patience"-
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patient faith-that they" inherit the promises." "It is with patience
that they run the race that is set before them, looking unto Jesus."
Are they fruitful in every good word and work ~ "They bring forth
fruit with patience"-" by patient continuance in well-doing they
seek for glory and honour and immortality." Have they" a good
hope through grace "~ They are" sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought to them at the revelation of Jesus Christ,"
The" patience of hope" manifested by the disciples at Thessalonica,
is among the signs which proved to Paul their" eleCtion of God."
Accordingly we read in the Psalms such words as these-" I will
hope continually, and will yet praise Thee more and mOTe"; "The
p09r shall not alway be forgotten; the patient abiding of the meek
shall not perish for ever." Just so in the Lamentations' we find it
written: "It is good that a man should both hope, and quietly wait
for the salvation of the Lord." And again, in the Epistles, "Whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm unto the end." "The Lord direct your hearts into the love
of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ."
Such then is Christian hope, as pourtrayed in Holy Scripture. It
is a joyful and abiding expectation of glory wrought in the soul of the
believer by the power of the Holy Ghost.
2. Brethren, I appeal to you whether hope so bright-so patientso fruitful-is as manifest now as it was in the apostolic days ~
Wehave the brightness, perhaps, but it is fitful and fleeting. We
have the patience, perhaps, but it is not the patience of hope-'tis
but another name for spiritual deadness. We have a continuance,
it may be, of confident expectation, but where are the fruits of righteousness which shall prove it to be no vain conceit, no strong delusion ~
My brethren, these things ought not so to be. The early" disciples
were filled with joy and the Holy Ghost." "The grace of God which
bringeth salvation had appeared to them, teaching them that denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, they should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in this present world, looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appeariQ-g of the great 'God and 'our Saviour Jesus Christ."
And hath not the same grace of God been proclaimed to us ~ How
is it that like effects have not followed ~ Is it not too true that to
most the Gospel has as yet come but in word only, and not" in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance " ~
But it may be said, that the hope of those days was, like the times
themselves, distinct, peculiar, and almost miraculous in its character;
that we must not take the joy of the primitive saints as an exemplification of what Christian hope in general can now be, but rather regard
it, if the like can anywhere be found in these latter days, as a special
privilege granted only to so:t;rle few, and ,those the choicest of God's
servants.
Brethren, I would ask' with reverence',' whether the saints of early
days were in themselves less sinful than we by nature and practice
are ~-Whether the promises of God were to them more full or more
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certain than they are to us? And finally, whether the Spirit of our
God was more able or more willing to work His ordinary operations
in them than He is in us? (For no one, I presume, would venture
to say that" hope" is of necessity an extraordinary gift of the Spirit)I trow not. Why, then, so little living, patient, fruitful hope? We
are not straitened in Him, we are straitened in our own bowels.
And do not for one moment permit the distinction between duty
and privilege to creep in here. How much soever it may seem to
savour of humility, to say that the full assurance of hope is a privilege,
and not a duty, such a doctrine is indeed the fruitful parent of abundance
of spiritual idleness. "Forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward
the mark "-this should be our rule. What saith the Holy Ghost,
by the mouth of John, to little children, young men, and fathers alike?
" These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full." "All
thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace
of thy children." Listen, again, to the prayer offered by Paul for all
the Roman saints-" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power of the
Holy Ghost." And what is the anxious wish on behalf of all the
Hebrew saints, expressed in our text? "We desire that everyone of
you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto
the end."
Of a truth, the words" and now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three," were written both doctrinally and experimentally in the hearts
and lives of the faithful of those days, and not less so in the hearts and
lives of that long stream of confessors and martyrs-varying, perchance,
in breadth-seeming, it may be, at times to flow underground, but
still always flowing-who, from the Apostles' days and downwards,
even until this our time, have "earnestly contended for the faith
once delivered to the saints."
And shall we acquiesce in a state in which the words" rejoicing in
hope" are not exemplified, for each of whom at our Baptism that
prayer was made, "Wash him and sanctify him with the Holy Ghost;
that he, being delivered from Thy wrath, may be received into the
ark of Christ's Church; and being steadfast, in faith, joyful through
hope, and rooted in charity, may so pass the waves of this troublesome
world, that finally he may come to the land. of everlasting life, there
to reign with Thee, world without end"? Surely, in this prayer
(as in all the services of our Prayer Book, adapted as they are to genuine
disciples and genuine disciples only), we trace the lineaments of the
Christian character-how prominent a feature is hope!
And· most reasonable is it that, it should be so. Do not the $criptures
present the oelieving soul with grounds more than sufficient for a
living-a patient-a joyful hope?
It is because false grounds are taken by the ungodly, and true grounds
not known or not depended upon by the godly, that we have to witness
continually such baseless expectation in the children of the Evil Onesuch unworthy despondency in the children of God.
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n. Let Us, in the second place, ascertain from Holy Scripture what is
the foundation of the Christian's hope.
Not innate moral excellence-not enlarged and critical knowledge
of the sacred text-not punctual discharge of relative duties-not
diligent use of the ordinances of religion-not sacraments, nor fastings,
nor prayers, nor almsgivings-not fancied progress in the way of
holiness-not past excitement, nor present peace and enlargement of
heart-not visions, nor gifts, nor graces, nor experiences-these do not
constitute the foundation of the Christian's hope. Of some,of these, his
judgment is that· of Paul, "What things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ." Of others he makes the lawful, the scriptural,
the believing use-while the language of his unfeigned self·renunciation
ever is, " Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I."
And what is that Rock ~ That Rock is Christ. The Lord J eSUB
Christ is his hope-Christ is in him the hope of glory. In Christ,
though now he sees him not, yet believing he rejoices with joy un·
speakable and full of glory.
To expand the ideas condensed in that one word, "Christ"-the
foundation of the Christian's hope is the Promise of Jehovah-recorded
in his Word-confirmed by his Oath-ratified by the blood of the
everlasting Covenant-evidenced by the Resurrection-secured by the
Ascension of Jesus-and revealed to the hearts of His chosen, by the
Spirit of His grace.
The Promise of Jehovah is the foundation of the believer's hope.
" In hope," saith St. Paul, "of eternal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised befor~ the world began; but hath in due times manifested
His Word through preaching." This promise was recorded in the
written Word-and wherefore so ~ "Whatsoever things were written
aforetime, were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." Moreover" God, willing
more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability
of His counsel, confirmed it by an Oath: that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong con·
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us."
The promise thus confirmed by an oath was further ratified by the
Blood of the everlasting Covenant. For all legal hindrances to the
fulfilment of that promise were by that blood for ever put away. Hence
it is written in the book of the prophet Zechariah, " As for thee also,
by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the
pit wherein is no water. Turn you to the strong·hold, ye prisoners of
hope." Of the fact that the law's requirements were thus satisfied,
the Resurrection of the sinner's surety was convincing proof. Hence,
the people of God are said to have been" begotten again to a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." Moreover,
if the death and resurrection of Jesus be not enough, hath not hope
boldness to enter within the veil by virtue of His Ascension to heaven,
His sitting at the right hand of God ~ There He ever liveth, not merely
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to intercede for His people, but also as a representative Head to prepare
-that is to take possession of-to secure for them a place in His Father's
house. Therefore is it said, "that God raised Him up from the dead
and gave Him glory, that our faith and hope might be in God." Therefore, again do we hear such words as these: "Which hope we have as
an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil; whither the Fore-runner is for us entered, even
Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."
Finally,this promise thus written in the Scriptures of truth, confirmed
by the oath of Jehovah-ratified by the blood of Jesus-evidenced by
His resurrection-secured by His ascension-must needs be revealed
to the heart by the Spirit of grace. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things"-(including not
merely glory to come when time shall be no more, but all the exceeding
riches of God's grace before time, and in time)-" eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him, but God hath revealed
them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God." "Wherefore," saith St. Paul in another place,
" I also cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may
know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints."
Such, then, is the ground of the Christian's hope. The promise of
the Father, secured by the Son, made known by the Holy Ghost, is the
foundation upon which is built a Scriptural hope, a lively, a patient,
a fruitful expectation of glory.
Ill. From this examination of the nature and grounds of the Christian's hope, it necessarily follows that hope wm be lively in proportinn
as the umderstanding of Scriptural truth is dear and full, and the repose of
faith upon that truth simple and confiding.
And this leads me to point out in the third place. in what manner a
full assurance, a full complement of hope is by diligence attainable by
every genuine disciple of the Lord Jesus.
There must be a threefold diligence-diligence in learning-diligence
in believing-diligence in obeying the truth. "The soul of the sluggard
desireth, and hath nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be made
fat."
1. If we would have a good hope through grace, we must in the
first place learn the truth upon which such an expectation is built.
We must know, before we can believe, the love that God hath to us.
And how shall we know it? By the light of the Holy Spirit shining
upon the pages of the word when studied in the humble, diligent use
of the appointed means-hearing-meditation-prayer.
The book of God must be studied-" studied," I say, not simP!J
_ read to pacify the conscience, or to feed the imagination, or to furnish
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the memory,-but " studied," as that which contains costly treasures,
yea, and unsearchable riches .of saving truth for needy souls. The
public preaching of the Gospel of Christ must be attended-not for the
purpose of maintaining outward decorum-not for the purpose of
performing a meritorious action-not for the purpose of gratifying the
ear, as by hearing one that hath a lovely voice, or can play well on an
instrument-no! the public, the faithful preaching of God's word must
be attended for the purpose of hearing and learning more and more
the words of eternal life.
My brethren, is the life-giving, nourishing power of God's word,
sufficiently remembered among us? Do we, "with meekness, receive the
engrafted word" as that" which is able to SAVE our souls?" And
then (if we think that we have been indeed "begotten again by the
incorruptible seed of the Word") do we, "as new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word that we may GROW thereby."
And we that are ministers of Christ, have we it always in our remembrancethat it is our duty, not only to seek for Christ's sheep that are
dispersed abroad, that they may be saved through Him for ever. but
also so to teach and to premonish, to feed and provide for the J....vrd's
family, that we may present every man perfect in Christ? The edification of the saints shoUld not be less our study than the conversion of sinners.
For is it not written, "He gave some pastors and teachers, for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ."
Again,hearing-reading-meditation-must be accompanied by
prayer-" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
out of thy law"-" Lead me inThy truth, and teach me: for Thou
art the God of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day."
Truly, brethren, it is the duty-:-the bounden duty-of the disciples
of the Lord Jesus, so to use all these means that they may increase in
the knowledge of God. "Leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection: not laying again the foundation
of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine
of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment."
Christ's finished work of suffering and obedience, justification by
faith without the works of the law, in virtue of His blood shed, His
righteousness imputed, are truths too important to their souls' health
and happiness; _yea, to their souls' very life and being, to be lawfully
treated by ministers or people as matters too speculative, too mysterious
for ordinary Christians. No, these' are questions of life and death;
we are commanded to show diligence to the full assurance of hope to
. the end, and in so doing we must encounter-we must resolve them.
-Only let us see to it that, in dutiful obedience to the written Word, we
meet them with the simplicity, the submissiveness, the teachableness
of a little child.- For these things are" hid from the wise and prudent,"
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and are" revealed unto babes." "The scorner seeketh wisdom, and
findeth it not; but knowledge is easy to him that understandeth."
I might go further, and I might say, that we cannot lawfully pass by,
either in teaching or learning, doctrines so closely interwoven with the
fabric of Scripture as the Eternal Purpose of God-Election-Predestination-the Effectual Calling, and the Final Perseverance of the
saints, as matters too high, too perilous for our climbing. Truly, milk
must be given to babes; but strong meat is needed for them that are of
full age-the faithful and wise steward is in duty bound to give each of
hil> lord's servants his portion of meat in due season. The abuse of a
doctrine is no argument against its use. And certainly, if we are,
everyone of us, to show diligence to the full assurance of hope, we
may not shut our eyes to the fact, that (to quote the language of the
Seventeenth Article) "the godly consideration of predestination and
our election in Christ is full of sweet;, pleasant and unspeakable comfort
to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the working of the
Spirit of Christ, mort~fying th.e works of the flesh and their earthly
members, and drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things,
as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm their faith of
eternal salvation to be enjoyed through Christ as because it doth
fervently kindle their love toward God."
.
We are in duty bound not to keep back anything that is profitable.
The bow is in the cloud on the day of rain for the comfort of the children
of men-shall we fail to direct the tearful eye of God's dear children
to the rainbow that is round about his throne?
Brethren, a clear understanding of these truths is necessary to a full
assurance of Scriptural hope. Of this, the faithful pastor has frequent
proof. He has men whose affections are set on things above, walking
humbly, .watchfully, scrupulously with God, yet always in darkness.
How is this? He searches into their knowledge of divine truth, and
he discovers that the fulness, the freeness, the completeness of thg
atonement of Jesus is not appreciated, the spotlessness, the sufficiency,
the imputation of his righteousness not realized-that the simplicity
of that instrumental faith, by which all these benefits are appropriated, a
is not understood-that the antiquity, the sovereignty, the stability
of the everlasting covenant is not known. "Rightly dividing the word
of truth," he shuns not to " declare all the counsel of God; " the mists
disperse-" the Sun of righteousness arises with healing on His wings"
-the soul is " guided into the way of peace."
2. But I must pass on to the second kind of diligence which is incumbent upon him who would have a good hope through grace-it is
diligence in believing the truth.
This is, I am convinced, a duty, in the discharge of which many of
God's saints are very remiss-they do not" walk by faith"-they
do not practically illustrate the truth that the justshalllive~notonly
begin to live, but also continue to live-by his faith.' Faith is, I know,
the, gift, the operation of God-still, as the Lord Jesus said to the man
with a withered hand, " Stretch forth thine hand," so doth the Father
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lay it as a command upon His people" that they should believe on
the name of His Son Jesus Christ." Let it, then, be their work to
believe in Him whom the Father hath sent. Let them resolutely
come away from self in the many forms which (Proteus like) it assumes
to keep the mourning soul from Jesus-let them resolutely come to
Jesus, as to one who is able to save them to the uttermost ",ho come
unto God by Him-to the uttermost of pardon-to the uttermost of
victory over sin. the world, and the devil-to the uttermost of their
lives. And let them come continually. Let them take each day's
shortcomings, each day's backslidings. each day's falls, to "the
fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness." "He that is washed
needeth not, save to wash his feet." "My little children, these things
write I· unto you, that ye sin not; and if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is the
p.ropitiation for our sins." "As ye have, therefore, received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye iD. Him, rooted and built up in Him, and
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving."
Sure I am that, as the repeated effort is thus made to stretch forth
the palsied hand, fresh supplies of strength will still be given. The
same Spirit which has revealed the promise, will enable the soul to
embrace it. And each increase of knowledge will be followed by an
increase of faith. Then will come the Witness-the Seal (the witnessthe Spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father-the seal-the Spirit of
holiness stamped with the King's image and superscription). and now
that inheritance which was once hoped for, simply on the testimony
of Jehovah, shall be anticipated with a still more lively expectation
because an EARNEST of it hath been already given-.
An increasing experience of Jehovah's love and faithfulness in
the wilderness journey, will lead to increasing knowledge of His wordincreasing confidence in His arm~increasing hope of the heavenly
inheritance.
" Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And
not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope;
and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us."
Before I leave this part of the subject, I would allay distressing
apprehensions to which what I have already said may have given rise
in some anxious and enquiring souls. And herein will occasion be
given to explain the meaning of that word plerophorw.-" full asSurance."
Do not imagine that by all faithful disciples all the grounds of hope
can be equally, or at once, or at all times, appreciated. There are
differences of !lpiritual " age" and "stature" among "the sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty "-there are" little children," " young
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men," and" fathers" in " the household of faith." There are corresponding degrees of understanding, faith and hope.
The little child is characterized by simplicity of trust. He comprehends
only the fr~eness of the promise-but, by grace, he firmly embraces it;
the Spirit of Adoption cries within him, Abba, Father-he has a
corresponding hope-a hope in which, perhaps, the element of joy
preponderates over that of expectation. The young man needs a more
guarded evidence of his title to the crown of life. Temptations and
shortcomings, coupled with deeper knowledge of the divine law, cause
many misgivings-misgivings multiplied by the natural and necessary
subsiding of first emotions. Doubts arise, not as to the truth of the
promise, but as to the vitality of the faith which has laid hold upon
that promise. And these doubts are rendered more distressing still
by the rebukes with which, in mind, body, or estate, the Lord is pleased
to humble him and to prove him-to do him good at his latter end.
But in the exercise of becoming diligence, he is comforted on every
side. He becomes conversant with the achievements of sanctifying
grace in his own soul. The Spirit itself thus bears witness with his
spirit that he is the child of God. Moreover, he is now instructed
in the way of God more perfectly, and understands the principles of
God's dealings of faithfulness and love. "If ye endure chastening,
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
Father chasteneth not?" His hope, if it be not so joyful as that of
the little child, is more solid in its texture-more expansive in its
grasp. Lastly, the Father has had a larger acquaintance with the
written Word-a longer experience of the untiring love of his Covenant
God-more intimate communion with the three persons of the ever
blessed Trinity. His knowledge is clear and full, his faith loving and
clinging, his hope abundant and mellow.
But so long as either the little child, the young man, or the father
believes in the faithful word, according to the extent of the knowledge
of that word vouchsafed-so long has he HIS plerophoria-HIs " complement," HIS" fulness," HIS" full assurance" (as the word is in each
case rendered,) of understanding, and faith, and hope.
But further, do not imagine that each true disciple can thus enjoy
the full assurance of hope without intermission. For indeed, as is a
long and stately avenue, where while some tracks are bright and sunny
others are dark and shadowy (even though the day be cloudless),
such is usually the life of- the most hopeful Christian. Sometimes
he walks in the light of God's countenance and rejoices in the smiles
of His favour, and at other times he walks in darkness and can see no
light; he steps out of the bright manifestations of God's love into
the "umbrages of sad and cloudy apprehensions, concerning his
present state of grace and his future state of glory."
But whence doth this inequality of comfort proceed?
I cannot speak at length of natural temperament-though it is well
to remember that the body often exercises a very powerfully depressing
influence upon the spirit-and that grace does not destroy, though
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it does increasingly control, the natural tendencies of the mind, whether
to joy or sorrow. Satan too (that busy, practised, malicious student
of human character), artfully chooses and untiringly plies, in the case
of God's dear children, those temptations which shall to each cause
the greatest amount of perplexing misery.
But I must pass by these sources of discomfort, in order to remark
that otherwise the inequality of the Christian's hope proceeds from
a double cause-sometimes from the free and various dispensations
of that Sovereign Spirit, who, for His own glory and the good of the
saints, is pleased to divide His graces as well as His gifts to every
man severally as He will-sometimes-and too often, alas-from a
want of carefulness on the part of the believer in " maintaining good
works."
3. And this leads me briefly to point out to all, who would obtain
a full assurance of hope, the duty of diligence in obeying the truth.
The truth must in the first place be learnt-in the second place
believed-in the thl:rd place obeyed.
Is knowledge attained ~ It is by the gift of the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation. Is faith wrought in the soul ~ It is the operation of
the Spirit of our God. Doth hope abound ~ It is by the power of
the Holy Ghost. Hence the weight of that exhortation-" Grieve
not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption." And what should grieve Him more than a practical
repetition of that blasphemous doctrine, "Let us sin that grace may
abound."
I boldly tell every disciple of the Lord Jesus, who desires to attain
to a full assurance of hope, that he must be diligent in obedience-that he must, not less in doing good than in eschewing evil, exercise
himself to have always a conscience void of offence toward God and
toward men. All hope unaccompanied by a longing and an endeavour
to follow holiness, must be delusive. ., Every man that hath this hope
in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure." Let the tears of Peterlet the agonizing cries of David-make you watch and pray, lest you
enter into temptation. "Light is sown for the righteow; and gladness
for the upright in heart."
And then, " be not weary in well doing, for in due season ye shall reap
if ye faint not." "God is not' unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have showed towards His name, in that ye
have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire that
everyone of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of
hope unto the end." "For we are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end." "Wherefore, my beloved brethrel)., be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord: " " giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance;
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; alid to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For
jf these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
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neith\'lr be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
I have now, my brethren, shown from Holy Scripture in what manner
every faithful disciple of the Lord Jesus may by diligence attain to a
full assurance of hope.
By diligence in learning-believing-obeying the truth-the most
needy (and in his own eyes, the most unworthy) of God's saints, can,
by the operation of the Lord the Spirit, be taught to look forward with a
lively-a patient-a personal-a reasonable expectation to the fulnells
of joy which is in the presence of God-to the pleasures which are at
His right hand for evermore.
Brethren, have WE thus been made heirs, according to the hope of
eternal life ? "Is OUR conversation-oUR citizenship-thus in heaven?
Do WE from thence, look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, as for
one who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body?" "Hath the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God,
even our Father, given us everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace ? "
1. Do any confess themselves strangers to this hope? Let me remind
them that so long as they retain the name of " disciples," they may
not, without incurring. the guilt of disobedience, refuse to hearken
to the words, "We desire that everyone of you do show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end." Let me
admonish them, rather in the way of His judgments, to wait for Him,
who worketh in His people both to will and to do of His good pleasure,
that He may make them poor and make them rich:-poor in respect
of all carnal confidences-all delusive anticipations-rich in respect
of a simple, an appropriating faith in Christ-a solid, a scriptural hope
of glory. May He .make them" disciples indeed "-and then bestow
upon them all the matchless blessings-whether of present enjoyment,
or eternal fruition-which, either by actual possession or by indisputable
title, belong to him that "t~usteth in the Lord and whose hope the
Lord is."
2. Do any declare that they once knew what hope is-but that they know
it no more?
Is yours the case of him" that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness and hath no light?"
"Trust in the name of the Lord, stay upon your God." Your safety
doth not ebb and flow with your feelings. "I am the Lord, I change
not, therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed." The sun shines
brightly above, even though this part of your path be dark. "The
vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak and
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come, it
will not tarry."
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But is yours the cas~ of the baokslider ~ Was your soul once
quickened and convinced of sin ~ Was the eye of faith once opened to
see the pierced one? Was there great joy in your heart-joy for sins
forgiven-joy for eternal life bestowed? But did pride and sloth
supervene ~ Was there no forgetting the things which were behind,
no reaching forth unto the things which were before ~ Did your soul
leave its first love ~ Did you cease to watch and pray ~ Did the fear
of man bring a snare? Was your heart possessed by those fascinations
of pleasure-by those dreams of ambition-by which the restless malice
of the Evil One labours to poison the buoyancy of our youth-the
wholesomeness of our studies? And now, beside the bitter remembrance of years long gone by, is ·there nothing to be found but a
profession, which, from conscious unsoundness, shrinks from close
personal intercourse with the living, growing fruitful Christian? Is
there such an one here present to-day? Let me entreat him to
remember, that while the Lord saith indeed to every returning prodigal
-" I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely,"-He saith
also to everyone that goeth on still in such evil ways: "I know thy
works, that thou hast a name, that thou livest, and art dead. Be
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to
die: for I have not found thy works perfec.t before God. Remember
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast and repent.
If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."
3. But is there any happy soul who (now perhaps at the beginning of
his spiritual life) discot~ers that in the light of the King's countenance is
lite and that His favour is as a cloud ot the latter rain? Let me exhort
him, in the use of all the appointed means, to " hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end." "Be not slothful,
but followers of them who, through faith and patience," are even now
with Jesus, in joy and felicity, inheriting the promises.
Let it be your constant prayer to God that He would" lead you in
His truth, and teach you." "Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom." In the company of them that fear Him, "let
your talking be of all His wondrous works." Let the Sabbath be with
you "a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable." In dutiful
attendance at the Lord's house, in careful improvement of the Lord's
day, seek Him, who hath !laid, " They that seek Me early shall find Me."
Above all-Remember that His promise, "I will give you pastors
according to Mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and
understanding," implies a paramount duty on your part to seek for,
to obey such guides. "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth, where
Thou feedest, where Thou makest thy flook to rest at noon: for why
&hould I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions!
If thou know not, 0 thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by
the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherd's tents."
And then, let no imposing display of ceremonial observance-no
accumulated weight of traditional authority-no enchanting flatteries
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of intellectual speculation-" bewitch you, that you should not obey
the truth." Be content to be suspected, avoided, despised, rather than
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ."
Moreover, be diligent in living the life of believing obedience. Let
your life be ever the life of faith:-the life of one who unceasingly draws

from the Head pardon and holiness, justification and sanctification.
" Continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and be not moved away
from the hope of the Gospel, which we have heard." Nor let your life
be less the life of careful, watchful, fruitful obedience. "Laying aside
every weight, and the sin which doth most easily beset you; run with
patience the race that is set before you, looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of your faith; who, for the joy that was set before Him;
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God." Then, surely, " growing in grace and in
the l.. .nowledge of your Lord and Saviour," and abounding" in every
good word and work," shall you go on "from strength to strength,
until in Zion you appear before God."
Finally, my brethren, whether I exhort you to retain, to recover, or
now for the first time to seek a full assurance of hope, be persuaded
of this, that therein I urge you to take the only Scriptural, the only
effectual method of compassing a saintly holiness. A sense of responsibility-a fear of impending punishment-a desire for contingent
reward,-may induce a respectable, a calculating morality-a cold, a
scrupulous formalism-they are not adequate to the accomplishment
of a spiritual, an universal, an affectionate obedience. No! we need
the constraining love of an overflowing heart, if we would render that
entire, that willing, that devoted service which our God requires. And
where can such constraining love be found, save in that heart which,
being filled with all joy and peace in believing, abounds in hope through
the power of the Holy Ghost? Doth the Christian need a generous
stimulus to " serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear? "
Hope supplies that stimulus. Hope reminds him that he is a citizen
of no mean city, and bids him " walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
he is called." Doth the Christian need a motive sufficient to carry
him nobly above the afflictions of life, the temptations of Satan, the
enticements, the frowns, the persecutions of this world? Hope supplies
that motive; for it" hath respect unto the recompense of reward." In
short: Is a helmet of proof required to cover the head of the saint in
his day of battle with the world, the flesh, and the devil? That
helmet must be "the hope of salvation." "Wherefore, beloved,
building up yourselves in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life."
"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and evermore. Amen."
8
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"PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER."
(JAMES v. 16.)

THE Christian readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, whose souls for long
years, have profitably fed on " the precious things of the lasting hills"
set in order for them by the ready pen of the Lord's deeply-taught
servant, "Mary," of Leicester, will hear with loving concern the
tidings that in the bereaving providence of her God she has become
"a widow indeed." After a long, suffering illness, patiently bome,
her beloved husband has been taken from her side, and in her very
advanced years she is called to drink of the deeper cup of human
sorrow. Her departed one was a warm-hearted lover of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and contributed very generously to the Trust Fund.
Indeed, when he heard that the fund was closed, he stated that it had
been his intention to subscribe a second time, if necessary. Throughout the distressing ordeal of his illness, his devoted wife was sweetly
sustained by the God of the Covenant promises, and now that He
" hath taken away," she will, we fervently hope, realise in still fuller
measure that" the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." "He
knoweth the way" His bereaved servant is taking, for He Himself
marked it out for her, in wisdom, love and faithfulness; and He will
in due time justify everyone of His mysterious dealings. Meanwhile
let all who spiritually value the writings of her who pens the monthly
article, "Where Hast Thou Gleaned To-day ~' unite daily in
affectionate supplication and intercession for our beloved sister in " the
valley of Baca."
THE EDITOR.

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM STIRLING, K.C.B.
AN ApPEAL FOR PRAYER.
THE prayers of the Lord's people are asked on behalf of our beloved
friend and brother, Sir William Stirling, who, it is well-known, is a
Trustee of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and a devoted supporter of many of
the undertakings having for their object the maintenance of the pure
Gospel of the Grace of God and the diffusion and defence of the principles of the Protestant Reformation. In the in crutable providence
of our heavenly Father, this faithful and fearless advocate of Covenant
truth is laid low by severe illness, and his case calls for the affectionate
prayers of the God's "remembrancers"-of his believing brethren at the
throne of grace. At a meeting of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
held in London early in January, a resolution of loving sympathy with
their absent fellow-worker was unanimously passed and subsequently
sent to Lady Stirling, who, in kindly acknowledging its receipt, speaks
hopef,ully of the beloved invalid's condition, and also tells of the comfort
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she realises in her anxiety and affliction from the knowledge that her
tried one is "in his Father's hand, Who will never fail His servant
that trusts in Him." Long years of fellowship with this valiant
soldier of Christ have endeared him to us greatly, and fervent is the
prayerful hope that in this season of prostration Jehovah's "everlasting arms "-which are beneath him-may be sweetly realised by
faith, and that a providential resurrection may be vouchsafed unto
him by our gracious Covenant-keeping God, with whom nothing is too
hard to be brought to pass. In the name of our dear readers, in all
parts of the world, we offer Sir William Stirling the tender and true
condolences of the household of faith.
THE EDITOR.

ALL THINGS OURS.

YES, all things, Lord, for Thou has given us all,
Blest us with all the blessings Thou canst give;
Not one of which Thou ever wilt recall;
Centred they are in Him in Whom we live.
Brought nigh to Thee, our Father and our God,
As children, we can " Abba, Father," say,
Bow in obedience to Thy written Word,
There learn Thy mind, Thy will, from day to day.
All things are ours, for we are one with Him,
The Man of Glory who adorns Thy throne,
The Man of Sorrows, once for us made sin,
When on the cross He bore the curse alone.
Alone no more, soon Thou wilt joy to see
Fruit of the trav~il of His soul, His Bride
Purchas'd at such a cost to Him, to Thee,
And Thy delighted heart be satisfied.
All present things are ours, and things to come;
For we are Christ's, and Christ Himself is Thine:
And in the perfect image of Thy Son,
Soon, in effulgence bright, Thy saints will shine.
The Holy Ghost in fulness then shall dwell
In vessels suited to His power divine;
And we, with hearts enlarged, shall ever tell
The praises of the One who made us Thine.

E. M.
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THE WONDERFUL STRUCTURE OF THE EYE.

THE eye infinitely surpasses all the works of human industry. Its
structure is the most astonishing thing that the understanding of man
can properly comprehend. The most eminent artist cannot invent a
machine of this nature, but what must be infinitely inferior to the eye.
Whatever sagacity or industry he may have, he can execute nothing
but what must have the imperfections common to the works of men.
We cannot, it is true, discover perfectly all the art which the divine
wisdom has employed in the formation of this beautiful organ; but the
little that we know of it will suffice to convince us of the infinite understanding, goodness, and power of our Creator. What is most essential,
is to avail ourselves of that knowledge, however little it may be, to
magnify the name of the Most High.
First of all, the disposition of the external parts of the eye is admirable.
What entrenchments and fortifications has the Creator provided for
the safety of our eyes! They are placed in the head at a certain
depth; and encompassed with hard and solid bones that they may
not be easily injured. The eyebrows contribnte much to the safety
and preservation of this organ. The hairs which form an arch above the
eye, hinder, not only the drops of sweat from the forehead from falling
into it, but also dust, and such like matters. The eyelids are another
defence: and besides, as they shut when we go to sleep, they prevent
the action of light from interrupting our repose. The eyelashes are
instrumental to the perfection of the eye; they protect it from the
injury it might receive from too much light, by excluding the superfluous rays; they also prevent the dust from falling into the eye.
But the internal structure is yet more admirable. The whole eye
is composed of tunics, muscles, and veins. The tunic or exterior
membrane of the eye, which is called the cornea, is transparent, and so
hard that it is capable of resisting severe blows. Behind this there
is another termed the uvea, which is circular and coloured. In the
centre of this there is an opening, which is termed the pupil of the eye,
and appears to be black. Behind this opening is the crystalline humour,
which is perfectly transparent, of a lenticular shape, and is composed
of many small laminro or layers, exceedingly thin, and placed one on
the other. Under the crystalline there is a limpid and transparent
substance, which is called the vitreous humour, because it resembles
melted glass. The cavity, or outward chamber, between the cornea
and the crystalline, contains a humour, fluid and as limpid as water,
and which, on this account is termed the aqueous humour; this may
be reproduced after having run out through a wound of the cornea..
Six muscles, admirably well arranged, move the eye on all sides;
elevate, depress, turn to the right or left, obliquely, or round, according
as necessity may require. What is most wonderful is the retina, a
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membrane which lines the bottom of the eye. It is no other than a
web of extremely fine fibres attached to a nerve which comes from the
brain, and which is called the optic nerve.
Vision takes place on the retina, because the objects are painted
in the bottom of the eye on that tunic; and although the images
of external objects are painted in the inverted order on the retina,
we nevertheless see them in their true situation. To form an idea
of the extreme minuteness of the image thus painted on the retina,
we have only to consider that the space of half a mile, i.e., more than
eight hundred yards, painted on the bottom of the eye, occupies but
the tenth part of an inch!
I render Thee thanks, 0 Lord my God, that Thou hast formed my
eye in so wonderful a manner! My soul acknowledges Thy infinite
wisdom, power, and goodness, in the arrangement of all the parts
of my body. Until now, I have not considered my eye as it should
be considered, i.e. as a masterpiece of Thy handy work; and as a
demonstrative proof, that my body, even in its smallest parts, is not
the wor~ of chance; and that Thou hast not formed it without proposing
to accomplish the most excellent ends. But, at present, I begin to get
a glimpse of the wonders of Thy goodness; and I am struck with
astonishment, in considering myself, and the other work which Thou
hast formed. Incline me to remember Thy benefits with more gratitude,
and to glorify Thee by the use of my eyes! Teach me to use them
in such a manner, as to answer the end for which Thou hast given
them; that I may never abuse them, and that this beautiful organ
may never be profaned or dishonoured by any fault of mine! Grant
that I may hereafter use my eyes to consider Thy works; and that
as often as I contemplate the heavens, the earth, or myself, I may be
excited to love and praise Thy admirable goodness! And, when I
see the different woes and miseries, under which many of my fellowcreatures groan, let not my eyes refuse tears, nor my heart be shut
up against compassion. But, may tears of joy flow from my eyes,
as often as I receive any new mark of Thy goodness; or am enabled
to do any good to the poor and affiicted, to relieve them in their
distresses, and to wipe away their tears. Thus shall I fill up the
intentions of '1'hy goodness, and enjoy the approbation of my God.Extract from Reflections by Christopher Christian Sturm.

THE words, "Work out your own salvation" (Phil. ii. 12), were
written to a people who had already received Christ. They would
be as a cup of deadly poison to the unsaved. But there is a present
salvation between the work ofCalvary and the complete and final
salvation in His presence. This we are to " work out" or " accomplish
thoroughly." It is salvation from all that is unlike Christ and like
Satan. This salvation being IN us shows it is not at the cross. That
was wrought :FOR us.-Rev. R. Chapman.
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THE

FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

By THE LATE DEAN LAW, M.A.

THE ORIGINATING CAUSE.
" In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace."-EpH. i. 7.

FORGIVING mercy abounds in aspects which only vary to increase
delight. These aspects are ever fresh joy in the days of earthly
pilgrimage. They will not weary throughout eternity. What will
prompt the ascription of glory and dominion "unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood"? (Rev. i. 5).
Surely it will be a realized pardon. To swell this chorus will be pleasures
at God's right hand for evermore, and happiness in its fullest flow, and
bliss on its highest pinnacle, and delight in its supreme perfection.
The more this song is practised now, the more will earth assimilate
to heaven, and meetness ripen for divine employ.
Let, then, this theme be now contemplated from another standpoint.
By gradual steps a position has been reached from which the expansive
plain of forgiveness may be largely and intelligently surveyed. With
this purport the valley of humiliation has been entered: the urgent
need has been portrayed. With open eye the truth has been contemplated that guilt is linked to sin, and guilt awakens wrath.
The fact, too, has been established that this tyrant enslaves each
child of man and entwines adamantine fetters of condemnation. What
condition can be more appalling! Sinners are righteously obnoxious
to vengeance and must eternally endure the penalty, unless some way
be found for the entrance of forgiveness. But while the death-knell
sounded, the reviving note was heard: "To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him."
" In Christ Jesus we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace."
The question now occurs, Whence springs forgiveness? Where is
the birth-place of this friend to sinners? Here the Word gives distinct
reply: "In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, .according to the riches of His grace." Precious and
abundant is the revelation: a full cup of mercy is presented to our
lips; Christ's blood is announced as the purchasing price; God's
grace is added as the originating source. Let thoughts of the price
at present be postponed; the origin and fountain-head claim first
attention; and may the God of all grace send out His light and truth
to guide and teach! For as the sun is only seen through solar light,
so grace cannot be visible except grace lend enlightening rays.
To exclude misapprehension, it is well at the outset closely to scan
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grace. In its objective sense, as a heavenly attribute, it exhibits God
in loveliest view. It is a bright jewel in the croWn of His glory; it
sits high on the throne of His perfections; it is love flowing in the
deep channel of freeness. It finds its sphere of action not only in
compassionating misery, wretchedness, distress, anguish, agony, woe,
it looks tenderly on such sufferers in their most repulsive condition of
undeserving and guilt; it yearns with pitying eye over the extremities
of demerit,-over those who are obnoxious to wrath,-under just
condemnation,-utterly without the slightest ray of excuse,righteously doomed to penal vengeance.
Misery may exist with no fault as its occasion: mercy may hasten
to soothe and to allay it; but grace is more than mercy; it melts with
pity over sinners in the lowest cells of guilt. It flies to avert execution
when just sentence has gone forth. When no cause exists to soften,
when every motive seems to steel the heart, grace freely loves, because
it will love. Such is grace in Scripture statement; such is grace as
the originating cause of the forgiveness of sins.
When the Spirit lends illuminating aid it is evident that unless grace
had thus intervened no sinner could escape the wrath denounced.
That this conclusion may be more deeply impressed let thought confront
earth's final day. This day comes on apace. All who have ever
breathed the breath of life must meet it. Suppose the great white
throne to be now fixed, the judgment to be set, and the books opened.
What do they show? Page upon page appears black with recitals
of transgression.
When the record of daily life is publicly proclaimed, who among the
children of men can lift up the head and boldly aver, These doings
are not sins? Immunity is their due. This cannot be said. Truth
now reigns. Fallacies have vanished; self-deceit no longer blinds;
the light of heaven has dissipated all mists. "Every mouth must be
stopped, and all the world must become guilty before God." (Rom.
iii. 19). No flesh can seek acquittal on the plea of innocence.
But while guilt is acknowledged, are there pleas which can restrain
the merited penalties, or can avail to win forgiveness? Let the
examination advance as if the tribunal were some earthly bar, and
the proceedings were conducted" after the manner of men."
Shall it be said, These sins are small in magnitude and trifling in
importance? What, is not every deviation from the perfect law of
love an offence of infinite amount? It must be so when measured
by the majesty of the infinite Lawgiver. There is no little sin, because
there is no little law, no little God. Can that be small which is allied
to eternal wrath? No plea is valid which ignores the nature of offence.
Shall any plead the scanty number of their ~ins? Be it so, that
in some cases through short time or restricted opportunities sins are
comparatively few. There will be stripes more, and stripes fewer.
But in what instance have they not been commensurate with the
moments of life, and as swarming as the multitude of thoughts! Let
it never be forgotten that if sin were only one, it would be violation of

L

120

The Gospel Magazine.

the law, and as such would call for penalty. It must obtain forgiveness
or wrath must be outpoured.
Shall thoughtlessness and ignorance be pleaded? Perhaps awakened
conscience may disdain such weak excuse; but if it be made it cannot
extenuate, but rather it aggravates the guilt. Is thoughtlessness, with
eternity at the door, no fault? Is ignorance excusable, with the Bible in
the hand or within reach? Is not the Gospel within hearing? What
could God have done more to awaken, to instruct, to guide? Account
is due, not only for what is known, but for the knowledge within grasp.
Escape is vain when based on wilful blindness.
Whither now shall the guilty flee? Shall penitence, contrition,
shame, and tears be proffered in arrest of judgment? What is their
worth when weighed against God's just demands! Besides, when
penitence, contrition, shame, and tears are real, they are evidence
that grace exists. They are divinely genuine only in the territory of
experienced pardon.
Such reasoning might be extended until imagination's inventions
failed. But enough has been said. No ingenuity, apart from Christ
and irrespective of God's grace, can fabricate one bar to check guilt's
punishment. No urgency, no potency of pleas can claim remission.
Is then the sinner's case beyond all hope? Far otherwise. It is
bright as the brightest rays of heaven. "To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him."
Whence then springs this reviving light? No reply except from
heaven can satisfy. But the Word announces that from the fountain
of free grace streams of forgiving mercy flow. "In whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of His grace." Blessed be God, forgiveness flies swiftly
from the heaven of heavens, speeded by the wings of grace. It makes
large strides to blot out sin, but every step moves in the path of grace.
On every feature in the scheme of forgiveness the lineaments of free
grace beam.
(1) Investigate the first conception of pardon. Here steps must
move with meekest reverence. No advance can be safe except in the
footsteps of the Spirit's teaching: but Scripture is not silent concerning
counsels of grace. It is written with unmistakable intent, "He
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will." Thus forgiveness
is the result of deliberate resolve. The purchasing blood is declared
to be " the blood of the everlasting covenant." (Heb. xiii. 20). Jesus
is announced as the Mediator of the new covenant (Heb. xii. 24); and
among the articles of this better covenant it is stipulated, " I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more." Thus forgiveness emanates from deliberate
counsels in which free-love reigns. In accordance the sound is heard
of" God's great love wherewith He loved us; when we were dead in
sins: " and again, "Herein is love, not that· we loved God, but that
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins."
These counsels consult for the sinner, not as pardoned and restored,
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but that he may be pardoned and restored; not as extricated from the
pit of guilt, but as lying helpless in its mire. Thus forgiveness originates
from grace.
(2) Next, the prominent fea.ture in the scheme of forgiveness
manifests free grace. This feature is willingness to accept a substitutional payment, to inflict vicarious punishment, to transfer guilt
from the personally guilty to one capable to represent them. It
consents to regard those in whose stead the Surety stands, as liberated,
absolved, acquitted, justified, blameless, innocent. Hear :'he grand
announcement, " All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
everyone to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him "-His
beloved Son, our Surety-" the iniquity of us all." (Is. liii. 6). A
glorious note confirms the truth, "He hath made Him to be sin for
us who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him." Our God takes off sin from the actual perpetrator, removes
the crushing burden, transfers the guilt, and consequently the penalty
and wrath. But nothing of merit on the sinner's part, nothing out of
Himself, moves God to this act. Grace calls and grace accepts a
'Substitute. Thus again, forgiveness springs from grace.
(3) What but grace induces Christ to undertake the Surety-place?
Grace leads Him so to humble Himself as to put on the prison garb,
and to personate the vilest prisoners. He, the all holy and all just,
presents Himself as responsible for all iniquity, and appropriates to
Himself all guilt. With no reluctant step He ascends the altar of the
.cross, He lays bare His heart to bury the sword of justice. He receives
as His own due every vial of God's wrath, and drinks them to the very
dregs. No merit in the sinners, for whom He thus endures, could move.
In them everything is most vile, unlovely, repulsive: they are laden
with abominations most abhorred. It is vain then to seek any moving
cause, but free grace. Let then the song of praise be heard-through
grace His people are vicariously punished; through grace they are
most graciously forgiven.
(4) It is most pertinent to add that this forgiveness only works in
the sphere of Christ. It is the property and privilege of those only
who are one with Him, the members of His mystic body, the spouse
of His heart, the branches of the true vine, the living stones annexed
to Him the true foundation. The link which constitutes this union is
faith. Faith sees Christ in all His beauty, glory, power and willingness
to save. It recognizes Him as wholly suitable, supremely capable,
divinely sufficient, infinitely willing. As such it £lees to Him, embraces
Him, cleaves to Him and becomes identified with Him for ever.
Whence arises this faith? Scripture decides, " therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace." (Rom. iv. 16). Faith is a free-grace gift.
The Holy Spirit in love descends, bringing this seed from heaven, and
implants it in the heart. Without faith there is no forgiveness through
the work of Christ, and without grace there is no.faith. Hence forgiveness is interwoven with grace.
(5) The Spirit in the plenitude of His love preserves, guards, waters,
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nourishes this plant, until mortality is swallowed up of life, and the
head stone of redemption's pyramid is brought forth" with shoutings
crying, Grace, grace unto it." (Zech. iv. 7). Thus from foundation
to completion every stone in the fabric of forgiveness is laid and
cemented by free grace. "In whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace."
It is thus apparent that the scheme of forgiveness is heavenborn
and worthy of its Author. It seats God on His high throne, and crowns
Him with His eternal glory. It sinks man into the depths of his own
nothingness and exhibits him as fast bound in fetters of helplessness;
exposed to storms of wrath and unable to devise a shelter. It kindles
in the redeemed heart flames of adoration, praise, and love. It awakens
the only motive of grateful service and holy life. They who would work
out their own forgiveness work as slaves, and fail and perish. They
who work because they are through grace forgiven, work as happy
and beloved sons. They meeten to reign with Christ in glory for
evermore.
" Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen," This faith is that whereby the" just shall live; "
that is, it is a divine, supernatural, justifying, saving faith, the faith
of God's elect, the faith that is not of ourselves, but is of the operation
of God, wherewith all true believers are endowed from above, The
" things hoped for" and the "things not seen" are for the substance
of them the same. They are the good things of the promises, as the
Apostle declares in his ensuing discourse, where he makes the end and
the effect of the faith which he doth so command to be the enjoyment of
the promises. Faith gives the things hoped for a real subsistence in
the minds and souls of them that do believe. Faith mixes itself with
the promises wherein the things hoped for are promised; faith gives
unto the soul a taste of the goodness of the things promised; faith
gives an ~xperience of their power as unto all ends for which they are
promised; faith really communicates to us the things promised and
hoped for; and faith gives a representation of their beauty and glory
unto the minds of them that believe, whereby they behold them as if
they were present. So Abraham by faith saw the day of Christ and
rejoiced, and the saints under the Old Testament saw the King in His
beauty. Faith in its being " the evidence of things not see])," is the
great means of the preservation of believers in constant, patient
profession of the gospel, against all opposition, and under the fiercest
pel'secutions; which is the thing the Apostle aims to demonstrate. It
is faith alone that takes believers out of this world, whilst they are in
it, that exalts them above it while they are under its rage, that enables
them to live upon things future and invisible, giving such a real
subsistence unto them and victorious evidence of their truth and
reality, as secures its possessors from fainting under all oppositions,
temptation, and persecutions whatever.-Dr. John Owen.
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BIBLE PROTESTANTISM.
BETWEEN political and nominal Protestantism, on the one side,
and Bible Protestantism, on the other, there is a great gulf fixed.
Political Protestantism is opportunist and tactical in its actings, while
Bible Protestantism, being grounded and settled on the fixed principles
and laws of God's truth, does not shift its bearings, or accommodate
itself to human policy. Political Protestantism has always proved a
hindrance to the highest interests of the Protestantism of the blessed
Reformation. Vital religion, and distinctive, doctrinal, Evangelical
truth, were the bases of the powerful revolution in the spiritual life
of England, which-after two centuries of Divine preparationculminated in the sixteenth century. Hence it is plain that, if the
blessings consequent upon the Protestant Reformation are to be
retained, enjoyed, and handed down to posterity, those bases must be
intelligently and uncompromisingly recognized and maintained. It
is at this point that national decadence and failure become painfully
apparent. The inroads made by the Papal Antichrist on the faith and
fidelity of the professing churches of Christ in England and Scotland,
since the fatal year 1829, when the dragon of popery was legislatively
liberated from restraint, are fraught with momentous possibilities
and disastrous national results. Political Protestantism offers no
barrier to the triumphs of the Vatican in our land when the final develop·
ments of the Papal plan are sprung upon us. Political Protestantism
is a force which yields compliance, and is ever ready to formulate terms
of compromise in the hour of crisis, so as to escape "the offence of
the cross." The astute anipulators of Roman policy fully realize
this weakness and vulner, 'ility in their traditional foe, and devise
their methods of assault acv'ordingly. Both the great political parties
in the British State have, in turn, laid open our Rome-beleagured land
to the adroit tact.ics of its implacable enemies.
The sole weapon of effective resistance to the aggressive action of
the occult forces of the Vatican and the Ultramontanism of the modern
Papacy is to be looked for, Dot in the sphere of political Protestantism,
but in that invincible force which the Holy Ghost supplies in the form
of profound spiritual conviction, and assurance of the revealed truths
of God's Word. It was the possession of this spiritual Protestantism
which actuated and emboldened the martyrs to face the Papal fires
of Smithfield, Oxford, and Gloucester. And it is the same mighty force
which to-day is necessary if our civil and ~eligious liberties are to be
preserved. May the Spirit of grace and power, then, implant and
nourish it in the hearts of all who" name the name of Christ," and call
themselves Christians and Protestants.

124

The Gospel Magazine.
MULTUM IN PARVO.

AN unholy alliance between the church and the stage continues to
enjoy the approval of the patrons of the most objectionable of all the
world's attractions. The columns of a Christian contemporary recently
contained the following paragraph, which speaks for itself: "The
presence of clergymen at the theatre, to secure which in great numbers
invitations to a free performance were issued by a certain play-house
some time ago, has been again widely advertized by the action of the
management of another theatre, the Shaftesbury, which last week
invited ministers of all denominations to witness the' Jury of Fate.'
Between a thousand and fifteen hundred are said to have been present.
Among those to whom boxes were allotted were the Bishop of Southwark
and the Bishop of Stepney. The Rev. Stewart Headlam was there,
naturally, .and so also was Archdeacon Harris, Chaplain to the Fleet.
The clergy who respond to these invitations must know the purpose for
which they are given, and we deeply regret to see them lending themselves to this method of advertizing the world's amusements."-The "Converted Catholic" is the title of the monthly organ of the
interesting work carried on in New York amongst Roman Catholic
priests by the Rev. James A. O'Connor. "Christ's Mission" is the
simple name under which the beneficent undertaking is conducted.
The January issue of the official organ tells that since the beginning of
the Mission no fewer than no priests have been received, and have
openly renounced the religion of the Roman Antichrist and embraced
the Gospel of Christ. Not a month passes without priests seeking the
help of Mr. O'Connor's institution. We personally know this devoted
servant of the Lord, and ask for him the prayers of our re<tders. His
address is 142, West Twenty-first Street, New York.--The Palestine
Exploration Fund" Quarterly Statement "-just issued----contains an
appreciative memoir of the late General Sir Charles Wilson, chairman
of the Society's Executive Committee. His services to the cause of
Biblical research in Palestine were immense, his aquaintance with the
sacred sites being the fruit of patient and long-continued labour. In
addition to numerous books and published papers on Palestinian
excavations, Sir Charles at the time of his death had in the press a
work on the "Holy Sepulchre," bringing together all the evidence
affecting the site. The book will shortly be issued by the Committee
of the Fund.--A telegram from Marseilles recently reported that" a
man named Ferrier suddenly went mad in the Church of St. Mitre,
twenty-five miles from here, while High Mass was being celebrated.
He rushed up to the altar and began to smash all the plate, ornaments,
and candelabra. Then he knocked down the priest, and revolver in
hand rushed down among the people, who were rushing helter-skelter
to the door. Without doing any further damage he left the church
and barricaded himself in his house."--The Bishop of Dorking has
had to " take order" upon the use of a processional croi;ls in the parish
of Bagshot, which has caused some dissension. The Bishop, in a letter
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to the VIcar, says: "A processional cross is not a legal necessity,
neither is it, in my judgment, a matter of principle, though to the
ordinary Christian it is a natural and inspiring symbol. I should,
therefore, 'drop it' until those who want it have persuaded those who
do not."--The United Armenian patriarch, Mgr. Sabbaghian, has
arrived in Rome and has been received in audience by the Pope. He
is charged by the Sultan of Turkey with the mission of resuming the
negotiations which were opened last year by the Maronite Patriarch,
Mgr. Hnayek, for the elevation of the Apostolic Delegation in Turkey
to a Pronunciative, and for the appointment of a Turkish Minister to
the Papal See.

THROUGH THE MEDIATOR.
AND observe further, that there is nothing comes from God to us but
through the Mediator, who has made peace, and through our High
Priest who has made the atonement by His sacrifice. And He, having
endured the curse, and appeased the wrath of God, we are secured from
both by the covenant, the oath of God, and the blood of Christ, so
that even vindictive justice itself promises to forgive us, and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness; so safe and secure are we in the heart and
hands of the dearly beloved and ever blessed Son of God. And now;
our High Priest is to bear the iniquity of our holy things; that is, sin
cleaves to us, and to all our services; when we would do good, evil is
always present with us. Deadness, unbelief, rebellion, self-seeking;
hypocrisy, enmity, doubts, misgivings of heart, half-heartedness, backwardness; but nothing of all this shall ever pass through the hands
of our High Priest, in Whose name, and for Whose sake, we pray God
to hear us. All sin is Satan's spawn, and it shall never ascend above
the stars. Satan is the prince of the power of the air, and above his
realm his works shall never arise, because our High Priest and His
offering are in the holy place. Christ upon His golden altar offers the
incense of His sweet savour, sacrifice, and much grace, which perfumes
the prayers of all saints; hence it is that all our services are accepted.
"Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices," says God, "shall be
a{'cepted upon Mine altar; and I will make them joyful in My house
of prayer." Therefore we should always pray and not faint, however
dead; or else we undervalue the great High Priest of our profession_
I have often prevailed when my heart has been stiffened by the devil,
and unbelief; and it is in this way and no other. "Whatever you
ask the Father, ask in My name, and I will do it," says Christ. He so
mends, alters, perfumes, and presents our poor imperfect performances,
that we should not know them again; as they cry, "Lord, when saw
we Thee an hungered, or thirsty, or naked? " etc. They were astonished
at their own works when He brought them before them. Open your
mind freely to your yoke-fellows. The devil often pushes off when he
is discovered.- W. Huntington, S.S.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE General Election-now almost completed-represents not only
the leading national event occurring in this new year, but marks with
emphasis an epoch in our contemporary history. Party politics have
not only no place in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but they are
of no concern to us personally. "For God and our Country" is our
guiding maxim, and the election turmoil-with the human passions
which have too generally begotten it-lies outside our sphere. "The
Lord reigneth" is an all-sufficient answer to the world's anxious
enquiry, "What next ~" It is the divine prerogative to make and
to unmake the principalities and powers of earth, and to cause them
severally to subserve eternal counsels and unalterable decrees. Viewing
broadly the astonishing outburst of Democratic and Socialistic force to
which the appeal to the country has given occasion, there are, we think,
grounds for apprehension regarding the future of the United Kingdom.
But the important issues intimately identified with the phenomenal
ascendancy of the popular will at the present crisis must be left in
higher hands. Prayer, meanwhile, should go up from all believing
hearts that it may please Him" who doeth according to His will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the eart.h" that the
government of our long-favoured country may be ordered and settled
" upon the best and surest foundations, so that peace and happiness,
truth and justice, religion and piety may be established among us for
all generations."
A correspondent writing to one of our contemporaries from Jerusalem
makes the following interesting statement as showing the increased
facilities afforded for travel in the Holy Land. He says :"Travelling in Palestine is steadily improving. Until quite lately,
in order to reach Haifa by land from Jerusalem, 'Ilia Nablus, five days
on horseback were required. The journey may now be accomplished
in a comfortable landau, via J affa and the Jewish Agricultural Colony
of Zimmarin, in two and a half days. Within the last few months it
nas been possible to leave Haifa for Wady es Semakh, on the HaifaDamascus Railway, on Monday, Thursday, and Saturday mornings,
returning the same afternoons-a journey of five hours each way, the
distance being 53! miles. This first completed section of the Hejaz
(Mecca) Railway in Galilee passes within sight of the following places
of interest: Harosheth of the Gentiles, scene of Elijah's sacrifice, Plain
of Esdraelon, Nazareth, Mount Tabor, Little Hermon, Shunem, Jezreel,
Gideon's Fountain, Beisan (Bethshan), crossing the Jordan at JisrelMejamia, south-east of the Sea of Galilee. The first portion of this
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section was built by the Syrian Ottoman Railway Company. After
frequent delays in its progress, the Turkish Government bought it out
from the English proprietors, and have bravely overcome natural
difficulties of engineering in the valley of the Yarmuk, mainly through
the employment of Turkish soldiery. Before long, other advantages
will result from the opening of this Palestinian branch railway. M. A.
Horaghian, the Armenian surveyor at Haifa, has prepared for the
Turkish Government plans for a sadly needed carriage-road between
Safed (a city that is set on a hill) and Samakh, via Tiberias. Another
Government northerly road has been decided on between EI- 'Afuleh
and Nazareth, the southern road between El-'Afuleh and Jenin being
completed. It is also proposed to run a short line of railway connecting
Semakh and Tiberias, and possibly, in course of time, a continuation as
far as Safed. A concession under the Turkish Government Civil List
has been granted for the purchase of a steamer to ply on the Sea of
Galilee. It is hoped that this steamer may run between Semakh and
Tell Hum in time for the spring tourist season of 1906. The HaifaDamascus Railway meets the main line of the Hejaz (Mecca) Railway
at Edrei (Derat). The northern section to Damascus is completed,
with the exception of one bridge on the River Yarmuk, a distance of
some 140 miles in all. This bridge will be finished within two months.
The main line is completed as far as Tebek. The remaining section
towards Mecca will require another three years to finish. The railway
carriages were made in Belgium. Trains are now running once a week,
at regular intervals, for railroad requirements only, between Damascus
and Haifa, although passengers are accepted. When the unfinished
bridge is built, trains will run daily between the two cities. The
journey now requires fourteen hours, but presently the time will be
reduced to eleven hours. The whole of this new Government main
and branch railway will be kept as a military line, under the control of
the Turks."
Our Protestant contemporary, The English Churchman, publishes
a most interesting and instructive article weekly, entitled, "Foreign
Missionary Outlook," from the pen of an expert in Missionary knowledge. We cull the following paragraph from a recently published
contribution on the subject of the Moravian Missions in Labrador.
" Observer" writes:"Bishop B. La Trobe, of the Moravian Church, has sent home a
narrative of an interesting visit paid by the Governor of Newfoundland,
Sir William McGregor, to the Mission stations of Labrador, most of
which he touched at in sailing along the Atlantic coast in a man-of-war
last summer. Dr. Grenfell, of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen,
was to meet the warship with his smaller steamer, and serve as a pilot
to the stations, but the two vessels missed each other. Nevertheless,
the Governor visited Hebron and Okak as he travelled southward, and
then steamed past Nain to Hopedale. Bishop Martin and the mission-
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aries at Nain waited long for the expected visit, and finally gave up
hope. At last, however, they were agreeably surprised to see Dr.
Grenfell's steamer enter the bay. He had overtaken the Governor's
ship at Hopedale, and Sir William kindly returned to Nain in the
smaller vessel. Taken unawares, the missionaries had prepared no
elaborate reception, nor were many of the Eskimos at the station;
most of them were away fishing. None the less hearty was the welcome
given to the distinguished visitor, who was unmistakably assured of
the gratitude of the missionaries for the honour and encouragement
afforded them by his coming to Nain. He at once requested Bishop
Martin's services as interpreter and guide, and evinced great interest
as he was shown all over the station and its surroundings. There is
much to see at Nain, the oldest Moravian station in Labradol', with
its record of one hundred and thirty-five years of self-denying labour
for the good of the Eskimos. The Governor addressed the native
Christians in church, through Bishop Martin as interpreter, and bade
them realize and remember the benefits which the Mission had brought
them, and which they were still privileged to enjoy."

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
THE SCRIPTURE OF TRUTH. By SIDNEY COLLETT, Author of "The
King's Declaration-a Protest and a Warning." 299 pp. 2s.6d.
net. London: S. W. Partridge and Co.
,This volume comes to hand as a welcome addition to those" helps"
to Bible study which in recent years have assisted in no small degree
those Christian minds whose delight is in the written Word. In a
concise and readable form this book presents information concerning
the inspired Scriptures on a vast variety of important subjects, including
the origin of the Bible, its translations, language, and canon-the
plan of the Bible, its symbols, its attitude towards science, its alleged
contradictions, and a 'comparison between it and other so-called sacred
books. The treatise, which breathes a devout and spiritual tone, is
adapted for the use, not only of the private student, but also, as a
helpful book of reference, for ministers, Bible Class leaders, Lord's Day
School teachers, and open-air preachers. We cordially recommend it
to the churches of Christ.

WE cannot know the will of God unless we meditate daily in His
Word. If we desire to be strong in the Lord, to walk in His ways, and
in obedience to His will, we must daily search and meditate on His
Word. And let us ever remember, that in this we have the promise
that the Spirit will guide us into all the truth, and make it food for the
renewing of our inner man.-Rev. R. Chapman.
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