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"Who comfortcth us in ::1.11 our tribulntion, that we mQY be able to comfort them which are in allY
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

THE NAME ABOVE EVERY NAME.

"FCYr My Name is in Him "-EXODUS xxiii. 21.
THE proper Name of the living GOD is" JEHOVAH." By this incommunicable Name He reveals Himself to faith, through the written
Word, by the HOLY SPIRIT. His holy Name expresses that which
He is-His being, nature, character, and perfections. His revealed
Name, therefore, is that whereon His people trust for salvation.
He is always found to be that which His Name declares Him to be.
It is the Truth.; Hence, we meet frequently in the inspired Scriptures with such expressions as resting on His Name, calling upon
His Name, fleeing to His Name, praising His Name, waiting on His
Name, exalting His Name, remembering His Name, reverencing
His Name, and many others of similar import. The GOD of our
salvation delights to confirm to them who know His Name all that
His Name declares. The ineffable meaning of JEHOVAH'S Namein its various Covenant forms-is declared in the Person and
mediatorial work of the LORD JESUS CHEIST. The FATHER'S
" Name" is "in Him." Thus we hear Him in that sublime prayer
which He addressed to His FATHER on the night of the betrayal in
Gethsemane, saying, "I have manifested Thy Name unto the
men which Thou gavest Me out of the world" (John xvii. 6). So
absolutely was He the declaration of the character and mind of the
FATHER that He taught His disciples through a question put to Him
by PmLIP; "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and
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how sayest thou, Show us the Father ~ Believest thou not that I
•
am in the FATHER, and the FATHER in Me ~" All the promises of
the FATHER are in Him, and He it is who gives them effect. With
Him are all the secrets of the eternal counsels. " For the FATHER
loveth the SON, and showeth Him all things that Himself doeth."
And again; "What things soever the FATHER doeth, these also
doeth the SON likewise" (John v. 19, 20). We see, then, the
blessed truth of the oneness of the FATHER and the SON in the
administration of the Kingdom of Grace. The will and the act of
the one are the will and act of the other.
How" wonderful" is the Name borne by the LORD CHRIST!
How well does it become Him to Whom all power in heaven and
earth belongs! Not by means of silver and gold-" perishing
things "-has the RISEN ONE est<Lblished His Gospel Kingdom;
not by political agencies, nor by the help of armies and navies, has
He constituted a spiritual Empire; but alone by the almighty
power of His own Name-the" Name which is above every name,"
the Name before the authority of which all creation (whether
willingly or unwillingly) must ultimately bow in submission, "to
the glory of GOD the FATHER" (Phil. ii. 9-11). Hundreds of years
before the ETERNAL SON took flesh "of a woman" the inspired
prophet Isaiah proclaimed-" His Name shall be called WONDERFUL," or, in the words of the FATHER to Israel-" My Name is in
Him" (Exod. xxiii. 21). How full of significance, then, is that
holy saying of the Apostle PETER-" For there is none other
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts iv. 12). " Wonderfnl ! ,. Yes, as one has well said-" He
is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working, and hath made
His wonderful works to be remembered. His work of creation is
extolled in Scripture as wonderful; but that chiefly as typical of
His new creation, even the work of redemption, which is 'honourable
and glorious,' and which the Church celebrates, saying, 'This is the
LORD'S doing; it is marvellous in Oill eyes.' It is to this work
that we find those exclamations of Lo! and Behold! so often
applied in Scripture. 'Lo, I come; in the volume of the Book it
is written of Me.' 'Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call His Name IMMANUEL.' 'Behold the LA}ffi OF GOD,
which beareth away the sin of the world.' But in considering this
CHILD'S Name as Wonderful, we must ever look in a particular
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manner to that part of His short but eventful life which was, and
will continue through the endless ages to be, the wonder of the
heaveuly hosts-His humiliation and suiIerings." Perhaps His
Name i9 more especially revealed in its profound meaning as the
"MAN of SORROWS" rather than in any other aspect of His
stupendous work. Those sorrows brought Him-for His people's
sake-into tbe deeps of hell, but His soul was not left there" Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer
Thine HOLY ONE to see corruption." He descended into depths
of soul-sorrow which His redeemed ones can never, never know. A
broken heart was His upon the shameful tree. His sun set in the
outer darkness-" being made a curse for us "! The grace of His
Name truly is wonderful! The renown of His precious Name shall
last eternally-" His Name shall endure for ever."
"How sweet the Name of JESUS sounds
In a believer's ear !
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.
" It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary rest.
" Dear Name! the rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place:
My never-failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.
" By Thee my prayers acceptance gain,
Although with sin defiled;
Satan accuses me in vain,

And I am owned a child.
" Jesus, my Shepherd, Husband, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King;
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.
" Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;
But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.
" Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;
And may the music of Thy name
Refresh my soul in death I "
THE

EDITOR.
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THINGS THAT REMAIN.
" And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those
things thal are shaken, as of things that are made, thal those things
~vhich cannot be shaken may remain."-HEB. xii. 27.

IN the context of this passage the inspired' writer refers to the
awful phenomena accompanying the Divine giving of the Law at
Sinai-" the mount that might be touched." He writes of the
burning flame, the blackness, the darkness, the tempest, the sound
of words, the terrible sight, and the voice of the Lord which" then
shook the earth" (v. 26). Reference is next made to the
prophecy of Haggai (ii. 6, 7). "For thus saith the Lord of Hosts:
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the
earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations,
and the Desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house
[ = the second Temple] with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts." The
first coming of Christ, by its after effects, shook, and is still shaking,
all nations. The counsels of the living God are, as this twentieth
century develops, rapidly fulfilling themselves.
And what is the Divine prediction concerning the course of events ?
" And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations: and then shall the end come" (Matt.
xxiv. 14). There is no force now operating among the ruling
Powers of the world so potent in its direct and indirect influence on
the trend of international events as the Gospel of Christ. Not, by
any means, that the nations-qua nations-are becoming spiritually converted. The Lord Jesus. Christ did not say that the
Gospel was so to be preached, but that it should be " for a witness"
unto all nations. And that which is true of the nations is likewise
true of the visible Churches throughout the earth. The strongest
ecclesiastical institutions in the world, both Christian and Pagan, are
certaiuly undergoing a process of disintegration and dissolution.
Mohammedanism is growing decrepit. The old systems of
Hinduism and Confucianism are feeling the ·effect which Christian
civilization is producing among the peoples who from most ancient
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times have been held fast in the fetters of superstition. The
idolatrous and tyrannical Church of Rome is losing its hold on
Austria, Italy, France, even Spain, and other Continental States.
There is a mysterious upheaval traceable throughout the ecclesiastical and civil world which can only be accounted for by the
fulfilment of the solemn prediction of the God of the whole earth
-" I will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be no
more, until He come Whose right it is; and I will give it Him "
(Ezek. xxi. 27).
Believer, in the meantime calmly await Divine developments.
Earth's kingdoms are being shaken to their fall. Earth's Churches
are tottering to their foundations. They are things that have been
" made"; and He 'Vhose are all things that are "made" Can
un-make them by the mere breath of His mouth. The mountains
of human establishment-which boastfully stand strong-will
shortly" be carried into the midst of the sea." Nevertheless there
is " a city," of which it is written, all with a pen of iron on tablets of
brass, " God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God
shall help her, and that right early" (Ps. xlvi. 5). Founded oh the
living Rock of Ages, the blest Church of the Firstborn is secure
for time and eternity. Redeemed ,vith the most precious blood of
the Lamb of God, she belongs to Him, and He has once for all
declared of all her grace-called members, " They shall never perish."
When her great Redeemer and King presently arises to "shake
terribly the earth," He will faithfully see to it-in accordance with
His Covenant obligations-that those things" remain" which belong
to His ransomed sinner host, to His beloved Bride, to His Father's
precious sons and daughters.
All created things are but fuel for universal conflagration.
" Things that are made" are only as the scaffolding of a building.
When the edifice is completed to the topmost stone, the scaffolding
is no longer needed. It has served its end. To retain it would be
t{) obscure the goodly building, and to hinder its' usefulness. Creation is only a temporary structure. The Church of God's elected,
beloved, purchased, forgiven, justified, and preserved people is His
eternal temple, His imperishable abiding-place. On the Churchall redeemed-the second death has no power. She is free of
the claims of the Law, of the curse, of death, and of the grave.
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Resurrection victory is assured to her by the irrevocable settlements
of the everlasting Covenant of free and sovereign grace. " Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that.
justifieth" (Rom. viii. 33). Well, then, may the humblest and
neediest of all the favoured subjects of the immovable kingdom of
the Lord Jesus Christ contemplate in holy calm the awful catastrophe which assuredly awaits a godless world and a Christless
Christendom_ The blood and the vicarious obedience of the
dependent believer's Divine Substitute-the adorable Son of God-,
has met for him every contingency of death and the day of judgment,
and he has the Spirit's witness, and also that of the inviolable Word,
that he shall come off " more than conqueror." Thus, through all
the changing experience of " frames and feelings," he is warranted
to sing-till he draw his last mortal breath :" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
Witk joy shall I lilt up my head.

" When from the dust of death I rise,
To take my mansion in the skies,
E'en then shall this be all my plea,
, Jesus hath lived and died for me.'
" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay !
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame.
" This spotless robe the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years ;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new."
Clifton.

J. O.

THE absolute will of God, for His Own Person, is His happiness.
The absolute will of God, for our persons, is our holiness. All other
things which God willeth are but conditional to these.-Peter Sterry,
1675.

THE sin against the Holy Ghost consists in some high rebellion
against special workings of the Spirit of God on men's consciences
under the Gospel. This dreadful sin Satan perplexeth many believers
with fears of it. But it is :certain that a disturbing fear of this guilt
is a proof of a person's innocency as to it.-' Trail.
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lllilgttm lllapCf£l.
WELL-SPRINGS.
" For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,
that the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed tool~ bread:
anil when lIe had g,:,-,en thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is
My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After
the same manner also lIe took the cup, when J1e had supped, saying, This
Clip is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,
in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat thi" bread, and drink this
Clip, ye do show the Lord's death till lIe come."-l COR. xi. 23-26.
subject of The Lord's Supper was one set dowu for our consideration
OIl Nov. 19th, 1906, at the St. Mary-le-Port Bible-class. There was a
small gathering that evening, and one member desired to have the
subject repeated on a future occasion. Meanwhile, as the theme was
very sweet to our hearts, and the meditation made very profitable, I
trust that the following comments, then e'..pressed, may be made
acceptable and in the power of the Holy Spirit, for it may be that ere
t.he subject is again discussed among us, some of us may be drinking
anew the wine of the Kingdom above, and have no longer need of
symbol or memorial of a dying Saviour's love below.
If we turn to the Gospels we have much in detail of what is called
the last supper. That there were two feasts commemorative on the
same day is evident. Jesus kept the Passover with His disciples, and
immediately following this, the last supper. So that we have, as dear
Mr. Ormiston said, " The same President, and the same little company
at both." And herein lies the question whether we may except
Judas from the second gathering. We would fain believe that he
was not there, and that after he had gone out from the Passover feast,
Jesus gathered His select little company of faithful followers around
Him, aud dispensed those emblems of His precious Body and Blood
poured out for them. That the last supper followed immediately upon
the partaking of the Passover is without a doubt, hut whether Judas
went out between the two is not emphatically stated, and the inspired
Luke (xxii. 21), if we followed his chronological order, would infer that
Judas was there; for he gives our Lord's words thus-after He had
dispensed the bread and wine-" But behold, the hand of him that
betrayeth Me is with Me on the table." And Jesus quotes from
Ps. xli. 9, when to His disciples He said, "I speak not of you all; I
know whom I have chosen; hut that the Scripture may be fulfilled, he
that eateth bread with Me hath lifted up his heel against Me" (John
xiii. 18). But again, in this same chapter of John's Gospel, we find
the order of time thus chronicled. The supper (v. 4), His girding
Himself, and washing His disciples' feet, when He said, " Ye are clean,
THE
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but not all; for He knew who should betray 'Him " (rv. 10, 11). And
enlarging upon it from verses 11-21, He says, "Verily, I say unto you,
one of you shall betray Me." Judas was still there, and asked, as did
the other disciples, " Lord is it I-is it I 1 " and He answers, " He it is to
whom'I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when He had
dipped the sop, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon" (v. 26)
Then our Lord addresses him, though none of the disciples understood
what He said unto the betrayer, and mistook His words, "because
Judas had the bag." Then there comes this' important assertion:
" He then, having received the sop, went immediately out,. and it lOas
ni{Jht," and truly ni{Jht in more senses than one! "Therefore, when he
was gone out, Jesus said, N 010 is the Son of Man glorified; and God is
glorified in Him" (vv. 30, 31). And then it was, we fain would
believe, that, gathering that little company about Him still closerlooking upon them with His heart of love, and recording for them He
was to bleed and die, He handed to them the memorials of that lovc
which should mark them as recipients of the grace, objects of that
love, and remembrancers of His death until His coming again.
Now, the Apostle Paul gives us an accurate account of this last
supper in the words which head our paper. Yet he was not present.
But he has it on the highest authority, and therefore with the strictest
a,ccuracy: "For I have received of the Lord that which also I
delivered unto you." He speaks of being taught from above, elsewhere,
in like langnage: "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received" (1 Cor. xv. 3). " But I certify you, brethren, that the
Gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ" (Gal. i. 11, 12). So that the account of his Lord's Supper,
which is the inspired account given by His dear apostle who was not
present is fully detailed and Divinely inspired, since he " received it of
the Lord." The apostle is reproving the brethren at Corinth for sad
heresies and profanation which had crept into their assemblies, and
chiefly on the institution of the Lord's Supper. He fowld them the
worse, and not the better, for their meetings, and how they had
profaned, with their own self,imposed and indulged feasts, the Lord's
Supper, and because of it " many are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep." Watchfulness is enjoined against this, and he points out
how literally in his time physical weakness was put upon them as a
chastisement because of their surfeiting the body, which the reader will
see by reading verses 20-21, 22 and 30. "This," says the apostle, " is
not to eat the Lord's Supper"! And, in passing, here it is very
precious to find that so distinct from all other feasts was the mind of
the Holy Spirit to make it, that the Greek word here is used only of
the Lord's Supper, and found in but one other place (Rev. i. 7), and
is equivalent to Lordly. The Lordly Supper. What a dignity it sets
upon it, beloved! Oh, how should we prize this precious privilege,
this incomparable benefit, of being the grace-invited guests to such a
feast, such a memorial! It is a wonder that any dear child of God
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who can say by grace-implanted faith, " He loved me and gave Himself
for me," can absent himself from this memorial of His doing and
dying, and thus disobey the Divine and distinct command, " This do,
in remembrance of Me." It is a blessed ordinance, and one which
should tend to knit us together in bonds of love-as members one of
another, each seeking to obey the words of a dying, suffering Saviour,
and looking forward " till He come."
" When He had given thanks." He did not bless it, as is also set
forth in the Evangelist Matthew's account, tbe margin of his Gospel
(chap. xxvi. 26) rendering it " And gave thanks." "He brake it, and
said, Take, eat, this is My body, which is broken for you; this do, in
remembrance of Me." Without going into the sad controversy and
erroneous dogma of Transubstantiation which Ritualism and Romanism
vainly, teach, I may just say, in passing, that our Lord spoke in the
Syriac dialect, in which (according to Bishop Beveridge) there is no
word that means to signify, but which evidenced it in the fact of the
Living Lamb of God giving His disciples that symbol or signification of
His conring sacrifice. It was His last act with His chosen few to set
forth His and His Father's will in coming to this sin-fallen earth to
redeem His people from the curse and death thereof. We learn by this
institution of the last supper how He would set forth the sacrifice of
Himself, and what a deliverance from the penalty due to us was
effected by it; and then, in close dealing with the heart, our personal
participation of the same.
" After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped,
saying, "This cup is the New Testament in My blood; this do ye, as oft
as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me." The 28th Article of the Church
of England soundly teaches-that it is a sign or token of a sacrifice
" after an heavenly and spiritual manner," and" to such as rightly,
worthily, and with faith, receive the same." It t$ essentially a family
gatheTing. It was emphatically declared by Jehovah to Moses and
Aaron at the institution of the Passover, "There shall no stranger eat
thereof." And so our Church of England service rightly enforces,
" to consider how St. Paul exhorteth all persons diligently to try (test)
and examine themselves, before they presume to eat of that Bread,
and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true,
penitent heart, and lively faith, we receive that holy sacrament (for
then we spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, and drink His blood; then
we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us, we are one with Christ, and Christ
with us); so is the danger great, if we receive the same unworthily.
For then we are guilty of the body and blood of Christ our Saviour,
we eat and drink our own damnation, not considering the Lord's body."
So that what He intended to show and actually taught, when He said,
" Take, eat, this is My body" was, This bread is the token, the representation, the signification of My body, which is shortly to be "broken
for you." No man ever had his sins forgiven because he partook of the
Lord's Supper. Therefore, beloved reader, it behoves each one of us
to examine and try his own heart, and by faith. to say, "Who
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loved me and gave Himself for me." Then it is our bounden duty,
whe,!ever opportunity occurs, to obey His divine command-" This
do, in remembrance of Me." "Show ye forth My death until My
coming again." It is an ordinance most precious 1;0 believers, when
partaken of in faith. Jesus Himself draws near and ofttimes works
effectively on the heart, quickens the affections, strengthens faith,
sets hope longing more ardently for His return, increases thus the joy
and stimulates the love to the brethren who are gathered around the
table in sweet union and accord, and, whilst giving such a view of sin,
and what it cost, blessedly presents the Lamb of God as their glorious
Substitute most preciously to their souls. It is His death that lays
the foundation of all our hope in the blessings that are upon us and to
come.
"The Lord's Supper," wrote the Puritan divine Watson, in 01662.
" is the most spiritual ordinance ever instituted; here we have to do
immediately with Christ. In prayer we draw near through Christ;
in this ordinance we become one with Him. In the 'Word preached we
hear of Him; in the Supper we feed on Him." And again: "The
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is like a tree hung full of fruit;
but none oI that fruit will fall unless shaken by the hand of
faith."
There was such a sweet simplicity about it, just as there ever was
in all His doings! How simple was Jesus in all external matters.
Ever recognizing Himself as J ehovah's "Servant," stripped of all
outward show and ostentation, the King of that Kingdom which
"cometh not with observation"; and though Jehovah's "equal"
and" fellow," yet, as Son of Man, having" not where to lay His Head,"
" His visage more marred than any man," and He was among them " as
one that serveth." He knew all this would render Him the more
" despised and rejected of men." But all this He recognized, and patiently
endured, knowing that, as such, men should not be carried away by
any outward attraction and carnal emotion. And that He was even
yet by His death to set up that Kingdom which shall never be
destroyed, and that He would shortly be exalted to His Father's right
hand, to sit upon "His throne until all His enemies he made His
footstool." Yes, Jesus could afford to wait and endure, and thus we
see the same patient endurance and humility which characterized this
last sllpper with His chosen few. It was taken out, as it were, of the
Pa.ssover. "As they were eating He took bread," and likewise He
reached one of the cups which they had used at the same feast. There
were, according to Jewish custom, four cups used,"and the wine must
be red to most fitly represent the blood sprinkled on the doorposts
of the Israelites when the Lord passed over their" dwellings."
And then that little company, following the order of the Jewish
ceremony, "sung an hymn," or probably more than one of the
appointed Psalms (cxiii.-cxviii.). The word is a participle, and
literally means hymning, whieh admits of our precious Lord following
in detail the order recognized. And all this in the face of coming
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sorrow the which none could liken to it! .Oh, beloved! what have
we here but choicest gleanings of the perfect acts and obedience of
Jesus up to the last hours of His life 1 It was sublimely God-like from
beginning to end. It was because He was God as well as perfect Man
that we see in all these things the blessedness of that holy, harmless,
undefiled life. 0 precious Jesus! didst Thou indeed sing at this
commemorative supper of Thy coming death! Didst Thou say,
" With desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer"! Oh! it is wonderful all of it, its every minutest detail!
Ponder it, dear reader; treasure up every look and word and act of
thine adorable Lord, and say, can you, unworthy though you will ever
feel yourself to be, and rightly so too, can you abstain from obeying His
Divine command, "This do, in remembrance of Me" 1 " For as often
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death
till He come."
" When they had sung an hymn."
Is was not an essential part of
the service, but it was sweetly consistent with His heart of love and
grace, that He could sing in anticipation of His coming sorrow and death.
What a lovely scene and sound! A little band-a very small company
of humble-hearted followers-not understanding what their Lord was
showing them, with Jesus in their midst, presiding over their simple
feast, and giving these memorials of His dying love, which should infix
themselves on their hearts, and be kept a perpetual memory afterwards
of His coming again!
" , Till He come,' Oh! let the words
Linger on the trembling chords;
Let the' little while' between,
In their golden light be seen;
Let us think that heaven and home
Lie beyond that I Till He come.'
11

See, the feast of love is spread,
Drink the wine and break the bread;
Sweet memorials-till the Lord
Call us round His heavenly board j
Some from earth-from heaven some,
Severed only-' Till He come.' II

" The true doctrine of the Lord's Supper" (I quote the words once
spoken in my hearing by the beloved leader of our Bible-class) " implies
His absence." It is Christ's death that lays the foundation of all the
mercies we are to receive. He died that we might live. He lives that
he who believes in Him should never die.
Thus, beloved reader, may our hearts respond to this gracious
privilege of showing forth the Lord's death till He come-and do this
in remembrance of Him; in obedience to Him; in participation and
in anticipation. May such love be enkindled in our hearts as we thus
sit down beneath His shadow, and find His rest delightful; His fruit
sweet and His love exceeding great, that we shall find our hearts
strengthened, and our graces sustained and fruitful, and faith winging

76

The Gospel Magazine.

her flight, and hope gladdened, even now, " as strangers and pilgrims
upon the earth."
" A little while, though parted,
Remember, wait, and love)
Until He comes in glory,
Until we meet above;
Till in our Father's Kingdom
The heavenly feast is spread,
And we behold His beauty.
Whose blood for us was shed. 11

R.
'. WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
SONG OF SOLOMON iv. n.
"0 MY spouse!" We are apt to take these words collectively as
applicable only to the Church of Christ, according to that Word in
Ephesians v. 25, " Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it." But it is also individual. When the Lord speaks it home to the
heart, it is gracious indeed.
He does speak with power in response to the desolate cry to be
assured from His Word, sealed upon the spirit that" Thy Maker is
thy Husband, the Lord of hosts is His Name." Then it hecomes a
living word, and the lips are opened in praise and thanksgiving, and
that which drops from them is most sweet-the sweetest Name, the
name of Jesus-sweeter far than honey or the droppings of the honeycomb.
Then we delight to talk to those who know Him of His exceeding
great love wherewith He loved us even when we were dead in sins ;
and also to talk to those who as yet know Him not, that they may be
disposed by our extolling His love to enquire, "What is thy Beloved
more than another beloved, that we· may seek Him with thee? " (Song
of Sol. v. 9).
Tb,us the lips drop as the honeycomb, with sweetness of the sweetest
on earth or in heaven-sweetly of Jesus. Honey and milk are emhlems
of the Word of God. "How sweet are Thy words to my taste! Yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth" (Ps. cm. 103). This is the
testimony of the mature believer when under the sealing of the Spirit;
thus is the Word made quick and powerful. Milk is for babes in grace
and the aged thrive upon it; it nourishes them, and they grow strong
upon it.
The heavenly Bridegroom says here to His spouse, " Honey and milk
are under thy tongue." "His Word was in my tongue," says the
sweet Psalmist of Israel in his last words. We wish it were true always
of us. To speak is ever a testimony, to speak according to the Scriptures. "A word in season" is ever a gift; but the Lord passes over
many an idle, foolish word, and never mentions them, and commends
them that are of His Word. But it is never becoming to contradict a
great King.
It wonld be so much better to say in lowly abasement with F. R.
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Havergal, "I am all that Thou pleasest to say I am," than in proud
nnbelief to argue the point to the soul's perplexity, and to our King's
dishonour. It honoured King Ahasuerus much when Esther arose
from her suppliant posture and stood before the king as his queen,
because his rey-al favour and grace had put her into that position. It
glorifies our King when we receive His testimony, that He beholds us
what He has made us, "well-pleasing in His sight" (Phi!. iv. 18). It
is not humility but arrogant pride that looks at ourselves, and longs
to be better, to recommend us to Him, and doubts His Word that He,
washing, has made us " all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee." He
has made us " accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6), and His perfect
are" perfect in Christ Jesus" and" without blemish."
Nevertheless, it is good that we should bewail how little our speech
glorifies our Master and our King!
If in old age we cannot speak plainly, or as glibly as we could, we
may look upon it as Fatberly correction to take away what we have so
little used to profit, or " speecbes wherewith we can do no good."
It is very humbling to be commended for what has dropped from us
in praise and prayer, and in testimony and extolling Him Who is nevertheless the chiefest among ten thousand and altogether lovely in our
esteem; but we always come short in our expression of His praises.
We sin where we never thought to fall, and sometimes think that we
are virtually all sin; but then we remember not to dishonour the Eternal
Spirit, but attribute to Him every good thought, word, and act, and it
more enhances the love and grace of the heavenly Bridegroom, Who has
set the marks of His favour upon us, and calls us "My chosen," and
the more endearing name, " 0 My spouse" !
" On such love, my soul, still ponder.
Love so great, so rich and free,
Say, while lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 Lord, such love to me?
Hallelujah!
Grace shall reign eterna.lly."

" And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. He
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation" (Isa. Ixi. 10). An
Eastern queen never wore her own raiment, it was always provided for
her by the king; so also our King prepares the costly robe in which our
souls are arrayed; and the smell of our " raiment is the smell of a field
which the Lord hath blessed" (Gen. xxvii. 27).
So fragrant is " the righteousness of God" imputed to all those that
believe that it is like the smell of Lebanon, a sweet-smelling savour to
God of Christ, Wbo wrought it. Our God is not like the idols of the
heathen, "noses have they and smell not." We are a savour of Cllrist
because" Thy good ointment" is upon us, because "the anointing
which ye have received abideth in you" (1 John ii. 27). Lebanon was
famed for its cedars. The cedar-wood is fragrant in burning; so our
Lord has chosen us in the" fmnace of affiiction" (Isa. xlviii. 10), and
what we emit there of the fruit of the Spirit is more agreeable to Him
than all the cedars of Lebanon; more fragrant to Him than all the

78

The Gospel Magazine.

spices of the earth. Instead of "a smoke in My nostrils" all our
garments are perfumed with His merits and righteousness, in which we
glory.
" My spouse." The marriage union is the most tender bond of
union from the beginning. It is the emblem of the love of Christ to His
Church, and" no man ever hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church" (Eph. v. 29); and now we
see a spiritual significance in the precept, "Let the wife see that she
reverence her husband."
MARY.

WITH CHRIST IN PARADISE.
(LUKE xxiii. 43.)
To A TRIED ONE.
BEYOND the cruel cross,
Beyond the racking pain,
Beyond the fevered thirst,
The secret longings vain ;
Beyond the taunts and jeers
Of sinners watching thee,
With Christ in Paradise
Thou, child, shalt shortly be.
Beyond the heavy gloom,
Beyond the wild unrest,
Beyond the fretting care,
Beyond the grief unguessed ;
Beyond earth's thorny wild,
Beyond death's chilly sea,
With Christ in Paradise
Thou, child, shalt shortly be.
Within the jasper wall
Of gem-foundations fine,
Within the pearly gates
Of soft celestial shine;
Beside the crystal flow,
Beside th' immortal tree,
With Christ in Paradise
Thou, child, shalt shortly be.
In robe of glistening white,
As pure as snow-flake clean;
With crown of glittering gold,
With palm of fadeless green,
With sinless victor-saints,
With, shining angels free,
With Christ in Paradise
Thou, child, shalt shortly be.

ISA.

The Gospel Magazine.

79

THE VIRGIN-BIRTH OF IMMANUEL.
By THE REV. J. E. WALKER, M.A., Cheltenham.
THE Holy Ghost has given most solemn warning in the words of Agur
against any intruding with vain and presumptuous enquiry into the
mystery of the Eternal Generation of the Son of God: "What is His
Name, and what is His Son's Name, if thou canst tell!" (Prov. xxx. 4,
and cl. Judges xiii. 18.) The same infinite reverence must as certainly
be given to this other Divine Mystery-the Virgin-Birth of Him Whom
we worship as Jesus Immanuel, "the Word made flesh"; Whose
Name is Wonderful, the Mighty God, the Heavenly Manna,* the
Living Bread, which came down from God, the Eternal Son, Incarnate
for our redemption.
It must be confessed that even orthodox and gracious writers
seem to have unhappily neglected the awful warning given in the
death of Uzzah, when, with what one might conceive an even laudable
desire to save the most holy Ark of the Covenant from falling, and the
consequent exposure of the fiery Law hidden nnder the golden Mercyseat (comp: 2 Sam. vi. 19), "Uzzah put forth his hand, and the Lord
smote him there for his error, and there he died by the Ark of God."
If the type of the Godhead (in the most fine gold), assuming to Itself
the Manhood (symbolized in the lining of incorruptible wood, of
which, covered with the gold, the Ark of the Covenant was made by
Divine command), was so holy, only by reason of its typical relation
to the Incarnate Son, how infinitely excelling in sanctity must be
the mystery itself of the Incarnation of the Eternal Son, the Person
so foreshadowed and signified! How terrible the sacrilege of
irreverence and curiosity, if, in the defence of this Divine Mystery,
a too near, though a reverent, touch seems by the type to be forbidden!
The consideration of this mystery brings us then into a very" Passage
Perilous," where many unwary souls have made fatal shipwreck,
either upon the rocks of unbelief and heresy, or in the quicksands of
superstition and mariolatry. Although Faustus Socinus himself
confessed the truth of the Virgin-Birth of our Lord, though denying
that He Who was so born was the co-Essential and co-Eternal Son,
many of his heretical sect have gone to the yet further lengths of
impiety, and have denied all the supernatural in the birth at Bethlehem.
So do many of the so-called" Higher Critics" now. Then, upon the
other side, we find " Father" Faber claiming for Mary a co-redeeming
right and title, because "she consented to the Incarnation,"t and
*The manna. laid up in the ark seems, in its meaning, almost a verbal
parallelism to the words of Agur. H What is it?" ExoduB xvi. 15, and 33·36.
Cf. Wordsworth's Commentary on the typical and sacramental relation of the
manna.
t Yet in the angelic salutation in the inspired Word no consent is asked or
even hinted at! (St. Luke i. 30.33.) It was an " Annunciation," an announce·
ment of God's blessed will, waiting for and requiring DO consent from the Virgin,
who made her meek response, as in all reverence bound a.nd obliged.
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because "our Lord borrowed the Precious Blood from her veins."
In this blasphemy he proceeds so far that he can print in his book,
entitled The Precious Blood, such fearful words as these ;" The Blood itself came also from Mary's blood; Mary's blood was
the material out of which the Holy Ghost fashioned the Blood of Jesus.
Here we see how needful to the joy and gladness of our devotion is
the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception."
I
Faber means of course not the Conception of the Divine
Lamb from Mary, but-and this dogma of the Papal Church was
decreed in 1854 to be necessary to salvation-of Mary herself. So he
dares to continue ;" There is some portion of the Precious Blood which once was Mary's
own blood and which remains still in our Blessed Lord, incredibly
exalted by its IDlion with His Divine Person, yet still the same. He
vouchsafed at Mass to show to St. Ignatius the very part of the Host
which had once belonged to the substance of Mary.
"When the beams of the morning sun fall for a moment into the
uncovered chalice, it is the Blood of God which is there, the very living
Blood, whose first fountains were in the immaculate heart of M ary." *
So "the Blood" in the consecrated chalice, according to the
dogma of transubstantiation, when "whole Christ" is made, is, in
part, the blood of Mary, and the substance in the Host, eaten and
consm;ned in the Mass, is, in part at least, the flesh of Mary! It is
well to know to what the dogma of transubstantiation can eventually
lead, and also what blasphemies are contained in the writings of one
whose hymns are yet greater favourites, in too many Evangelical
churches and chapels, than the Divine Psalms, or the old-fashioned
hymns of Newton, Berridge, and others, which, though not inspired,
are full of grace and truth
The revered Editor of this Magazine has desired to have some
wordst upon the doctrine of the Virgin-Birth of the Eternal Son, a
doctrine which is most unhappily questioned and denied in the present
day, This is written, therefore, with much trembling, in the hUlllble
hope that, avoiding ali perilous intrusion into those hidden things
which God has reserved for His own knowledge, the true faith of the
Incarnation may have some definition and some defence against the
lamentable errors of these-surely" the last "-times. The luminous
words of that venerable creed, commonly called" of Athanasius,"t
sufficiently define the true faith of our Lord's sacred Person; "Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man. God, of the
substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; Man, of the
substance of His mother, born in the world; Perfect God and perfect
Man; Of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting; Equa1iito the
* The italics are mine.

t The papers on " The Covenants

are therefore postponed.
t Cf. upon the Athanasiau Creed, Bishop Haro~d Browne, On the Articles,
pp. 320-328.
IJ
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Father as touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching
His Manhood; Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not two
but One Christ; One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh,
but by taking of the Manhood into God; One altogether, not by
confusion of substance, but by unity of Person."
Let us, then, remembering always that the glory of this incomprehensible mystery is, like the glory of the heavenly Holy of Holies, too
awful to be looked into by the highest and most sanctified created
intelligences, enquire with all reverence what God has been pleased
to reveal in His Word concerning the Virgin-Birth of His most blessed
Son, the actual manner of that Conception and Birth heing suffered
to remain under the veil of an unviolated mystery.
On the first promise at the Fall the Speaker's Commentary has these
true words (Gen. iii. 15): "The last words of the verse seem not
merely general, but personal. Though we must not lay stress on the
masculine pronoun" he," because the word for" Seed" is masculine
in Hebrew; yet there is the appearance here of a personal contest and
of a personal victory. This inference is strengthened by the promise
being made to "the Seed of the woman." There has been but one
descendant of Eve Who had no earthly father; and He was" manifested that He might destroy the works of the devil." Though the
Jewish writers do not directly interpret the promise of the Messiah,
yet the Targums of Jerusalem and of the pseudo-Jonathan both
say that this victory over the serpent shall be "in the days of the
Messiah."*
It has been beautifully said by the present Archbishop of Armagh
(of the Protestant Church of Ireland), in his" Bampton Lectures" on
the Psalms:t "Is it not significant that in the 22nd Psalm the Sufferer
speaks so plaintively, with such prolonged cadence, of a human mother,
while of a human father no word is said 1" (Ps. xxii. 9-10.) We
may unite to this the pathos in "the Psalm of the last Passover"
(Ps. L'Cxv. 13-18), so touchingly set into rhythm in the old version
of Sternhold and Hopkins : " As they had been my brethren dear.
I did myself behave:
As one that maketh woeful cheer
About his mother's grave."
And the hymn of the Feast of Love in the Upper Chamber (Ps. cxvi.
16) .adds its Divine authority to the assertion of Delitszcht that
" throughout the Old Testament there is never any mention made of
a human father to the Messiah, but always only of His mother."
... A complete refutation of the Roman Catholic perversion of this first
promise is then attached to these words quoted, and it is added that the
Hebrew, supported by the LXX and the Syriac versions as it is, "is perfectly
unequivocal," and must refer to the Son of God Incarnate.
t Tlw Witness of the Psalms w OhTist. Bampton Lectnres (Oxford) 1876.
I Delitzsch, On the Psalms, vo!. i., p. 314.
6
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The most eminent prophecy of the Virgin-Birth of the Eternal Son
is contained in that portion of Isaiah, that has been sweetly named
the Consolation of I=anuel"* (Isa. vii.-ix.). The definite article
has not, unhappily, been preserved in our Authorized Version. The
inspired original runs: Behold, the Virgin conceives and bears a Son,
and calls His name Immanuel."
There have been many various Jewish and Rationalistic endeavours
to identify the Child" who is the subject of this great prophecy.
The principal have been-either that he was the son of a second
wife of the prophet himself, or that the words refer to Hezekiah.
Delitzsch has, however, shown that the Behold" is at variance
with the first conjecture, and there are other reasons absolutely
sufficient to overthrow both these, as well as all other gratuitous
assumptions. The sign must have been out of the ordinary course of
nature by the wide discretion (U Ask it either in the depth or in the
height above ") allowed to Ahaz in the choice, which he refused (v. ll)
in his self-willed determination to pursue his own policy, and to which
this is, therefore, God's own response.t
The whole tenor of the words, especially as they are evidently
possessed of an intimate relation to those that follow in chap. LX. 5, 6
(U the Wonderful, the Father of Eternity, the Mighty God "), forbid
"any application to any ordinary human child." 1: The tense used
by the inspired prophet is not the common language of human anticipation, but the timeless edict of that Eternal Will with which every
purpose is present, and as certain as any past event can be. Hezekiah,
too, must have been some nine years old at the time of the first utterance
of this prophecy.
But it has been urged that the Hebrew word does not necessarily
mean a virgin. § Now, it occurs in six other places in the Old
U

U

U

U

* Delitzsch, On. Isaia.h, i. p. 206. "Behold is always," he says, .. used by
Isaiah t-o introduce Bo future occurrence. I I
t Cf. Dean Payne Smith, The Messianic Intcrp"ctation. of the Prol)hecies Dj
Isaiah, pp. 20, 2l.
t Briefly summarized from Dr. Payne Smith, the words of Is. ix. 1-6 cannot
be referred to Hezekiah, for it was absolutely impossible for him to have a.ny
influence over Zebuluu and Napthali, whose territory lay within the ten
schismatic tribes: nor could any ingenuity of exposition-even if the words
could be made to mean this, which they cannot-describe Hezekiah
as 11 a god-like hero." A full refutation of the grat'uitous and unsupported
conjectures of the sceptical criticism, that has done its utmost to wrest this
prophecy from the Messiah, may be found in Dr. Alexander's Commentary and
in Dean Payne Smith's Sennons (preached at Oxford before tlw Unive-rsity) on
the Messianic Interpretation of the Prophecies of Isaiah. The confessedly
difficult fifteenth and sixteenth verses of chapter vii. are fully discussed in
both these valuable works.

§ Dr. TregeUes has stated, in his edition of the Hebrew Lex-icon of Gescni'lts,
that Gesenius himself a.llows in his Thesa'll,T"us that Il Atmah" signified virgin in
the Persian languages, and that he gives J erome as his authority. Why should
not the old derivation of the Hebrew word be still retained- I' hidden,"
implyjn~, as it does, the retired life and the modesty of a true virginity?
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Testament; and that eminent commentator, Dr. Alexander, has said
that" in two of these it is certainly used of young, unmarried women
(Gen. xxiv. 43; Ex. ii. 8); in two others, most probably (Ps. lxviii. 25;
Sol. Song i. 3); while in the two that remain this is as probable a use
as any other."* He also refutes the statement, too confidently made,
that the proper word for" virgin" would have been" Bethulah," for
" that word is not invariably used in its strict sense" (Deut. xxii. 19 ;
J oel i. 8); and he continues, " It is enough for us to know that a virgin,
or unmarried wOlJ1an, is designated here as distinctly as she could be
by a single word," and then he refers to the parallel prophecy in
Isaiah's contemporary, Micah (chap. v. 1-3), in which He, Who is to
be born at Bethlehem in the humiliation of the flesh, is One whose
"goings forth," as the Eternally·Begotten Son, "have been from
everlasting." The name Immanuel, too, surely seals the Divine
relation of Isaiah's prophecy. Of no merely human child could the
words in chap. viii. 8, that are virtually a prayer and a pledge of final
deliverance, be said.
Nor must the testimony of the LXX, or Greek Version of the Old
Testament, made probably in the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus at
Alexandria, 282-247 B.C. (or at least completed shortly after his reign),
be neglected. t
That venerable version has by its use in the New
Testament received, in a certain degree, a Divine sanction, and that
sanction is certainly not wanting to this particular prophecy, as quoted
in St. Matt. i. 23. The value of the LXX in its rendering of the Hebrew
n ahnah )) by 7rClpfJE,'ol;-not, as in the later Greek versions, JlEaJ'l~t
lies in its ancient witness to the belief of the Alexandrian Jews before
the prejudice and hostility of the Jewish world§ had been awakened
by the advent in the flesh of our Lord.
Justin Martyr (martyred, according to the Chronicon Paschale, in
165 A.D.) may transfer our thoughts from the Old-Testament prophecy
to the New-Testament fulfilment. He says in his first Apology,
addressed to the Emperor Antoninns Pius (circa 138-140),~ "Hear,
again, how Isaiah ill express words foretold that He should be
born of a virgin: 'Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bring forth a
Son, and they shall say for a name, God with us.' The power of God
having come upon the virgin, overshadowed her, and caused her, while
yet a virgin, to conceive." Then follow the words of St. Matt. i. 21,
find Su. Luke i. 32, woven together into one quotation, with a reference
also, given in his following words, to Micah v. 1-3.**
• VD!. i., p. 168.
t Keil [ntr. to the Old Tes~, VD!. ii., pp. 216-227.
t Cf. Keil Intr. le the Old. Test., for a.n account of these Yersions, yol. ii.,
pp. 228-236.
§ The endeavour to destroy the reference to the Virgin-Birth of the
Messiah is as ancient as the time of J ustin Martyr.
Cf. Dial. c. Tryph.
ch. xliii.
Robertsoll, Hist. of the Cl.,.is!Aan Chm'ch, I. p. 23, ch. 33.
** Justin Ma.rtyr, Apol., ch. xxxiii, aud xxxiv.

,r

,

84

The Gospel Magazine.

Of the earlier chapters in the two Gospels of Matthew and Luke
it must suffice to say that as they are contained in everyone of the
earliest MSS., whether uncial or cursive; in all the versions-the old
Syriac or Peshito dating, it is supposed, from the second century, A.D. ; and as, moreover, these Gospels are referred to in sub-apostolic writings
(cf. among many quotations, lrenwus iii. 21,9, and x. 2), no heretical
statement of Marcion,* nor any merely subjective reasoning can be
justly allowed to overthrow-or even to question for one single
moment-by any unprejudiced mind their historic' genuineness
(cf. Alford's Greek Test. i. pp. 48-49).
Our Lord Himself asserts the mystery of His supernatural Birth
in His words to the ViTgin-Mother. She had said, "Thy lather
and I." Very emphatic is the immediate contradiction: "Wist ye
not that I must be about the things 01 My Father? "-as if the Divine
Son would say in words, the delicacy of which equals their dignity,
"I recognize only one Fatherhood, that of the Eternal Father, of
Whom I am the sole-Begotten Son by an Eternal Generation" (St.
Luke ii. 49).
It may be well to give, in as concise and easily understood a form
as may be possible, some exposition of the Christian faith of the
Incarnation of the Eternal Son.
The secret and supernatural operation of the Holy Ghost was a
creative act. In a mystery so iMnitely profound and awful it may
be best to quote the words of so eminent a writer as Dr. John Owen,
Vice-chancellor of the University of Oxford in 1652 A.D.: "The act of
the Holy Ghost was a creating act; not, indeed, like the first creating
act, which produced the substance of all things out of nothing, causing
that to be which was not before, neither in matter, nor form, nor
passive disposition; but like those subsequent acts of creation,
whereby, out of matter before made and prepared, things were made
that which before they were not, and which of themselves they had no
active disposition unto nor concurrence in. Such was this act of the
Holy Gho"t in forming the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, for, although
it was effected by an act of infinite cmating power, yet it was formed
or kade of the substance of the Virgin Mary." And he continuesagainst those who impiously object that the Lord Christ becomes thus
"the Son of the Holy Ghost "-that "there was no other relation
between the Person of the Holy Ghost and the Human Nature of
Christ than that of a Creator and a creature."t
In this supernatural formation of the Human Nature of God
Incarnate, which was to be through the endless ages of eternity the
Tabernacle of the Deity of the Eternal Son, t the creative act of the
Holy Ghost must have endued that· Human Nature with infinite
.. Cf. Tertullian's indigna.nt remonstrance addressed to Marcion in his
De earns Christi, cb. H.
t 0" the Holy Spirit, ii. ch. 3.
i St. John i. 14.
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perfection and sweetness, with exquisite sensitiveness also, and an
unimagined wealth of sympathy, responding, as a harp with all its
chords, to every thrill of pain and sorrow. The Son Himself in the
Passion-Psalms calls His Human Soul (cf. Isa. liii. 11, 12; St. Matt.
xxvi. 38; and St. John xii. 27) "Mine only one" (Ps. xxii. 20; xxxv.
17), a word of tenderest meaning.
And here it may be said that the words of the Athanasian Creed" For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man: so God and man is
one Christ "-are not intended to mean that the Godhead supplied
the place of a soul to the Manhood. They have been excellently
explained by Dr. Shedd in his useful Histary of Christian Doctrine
(I. pp. 402,403), "Neither the material part, nor the mental part of
man, taken by itself and in separation, constitutes the personality:
otherwise every human individual would be two persons in juxtaposition. The person is the union of these two natures, and is not to
be denominated either material or mental, but human. In like manner
the Person of Christ takes its denomination of theanthropic or Divinehuman, neither from the Divine Nature alone, nor from the Human
Nature alone, but from the union of both Natures" (in one Person,
the Person of the Eternal Son). By the Soul of Christ, God and Man, is
intended not that which is called personality. In the mystery of God
Incarnate the Person is Divine.
Reverence mnst forbid all trespassing further into the awful and
hidden mystery of the conception of the Eternal Son.
The personal assumption to Himself by the Son of God of the
Human Nature, "conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of a pure
virgin," was fulfilled so at the very instant of the supernatural and
creative formation of that Manhood, that the Human Nature had no
separate existence, not even for one conceivable instant. It is infinitely heterodox to conceive of the Human Body and Soul as existing
apart from the Divine Person Who assumed them into Hypostatic
Union with Himself. This Personal Assumption was not a creative
but an assuming act. From the moment of conception the perfect
Manhood, thus assumed by the Person of the Son of God, was" that
Holy Thing,"-the Son Incarnate-of the angelic salutation. This
is necessary to be maintained against all Socinian impiety. The
words of Owen may here be given as wisely and reverently said: "By
the ancients the Virgin is called (JEOT6"0~ and Dei genetrix, which last,
at least, I wish had been forborne. Compare it with the Scripture,
and there will appear an unwarrantable Katvo<{>wia (novelty of expression) in it."* Would God, the Church had been content with the
name allowed by the Spirit of all truth-" Whence is this to me, that
the M other of my Lord should come to me ? " (St. Luke i. 43).
In the Incarnation of the Eternal Son the two Natures, Personally
united, remain complete and distinct, without confusion or conversion. t
* On the Holy SpirU, voJ. iii., p. 166.

t The Defi"ition of Faitl, (Chalcedon), Oxford, 1860, p. 34, and Dorner
0" the PeTson of Christ, B. i., p. 104.
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The Divine Nature, being necessarily immutable and eternal, continues
the Nature of the Son, and the Human Nature, in the Assumption by
the Son of God, remains unto all Eternity the Very Manhood of the
Son. So the Lamb of God comes forth from the Father's Bosom,
capable of, not liable to, death; "in the likeness of sinful flesh," but
" sinless and all-immaculate"; bearing the common pains and sufferings
of our nature, but not those personal and individual.
Because of the Personal Union, the properties of the one Nature
may be attributed to the other. By this truth, so vital to our justification in the' perfected Obedience of our Lord, every property, every
suffering, and every act of the human Life of God Incarnate becomes
of an infinite merit. It has been well stated by Dr. Shedd: "If the
Person be called Jesus Christ, then it is proper to say that Jesus Christ
wept, and that Jesus Christ is 'the same, yesterday, to-day, and for
ever.' The first statement denotes a characteristic of Humanity,
which is attributable to the Person: the last statement a characteristic of Deity, which is attributahle to the Person; and both alike
are characteristic of one and the same theanthropic Person. If,
again, the Person be called the God-Man, then it is accurate to say that
the God-Man existed before Abraham, and that the God-Man was born
in the reign of Augustus C",sar; that He was David's Son and David's
Lord. The characteristics of the finite Nature and of -the Infinite
Nature belong equally to that Ego (the' I '), that conscious Self,
which is constituted of them both."
Dr. Shedd continues: "The suffering (the vicarious suffering) of the
God-Man was tj'uly and reoUy infinite, while yet the Divine Nature is
impassible. The God-Man suffered in His Human Nature, and not in
His Divine. The seat of the suffering, therefore, must be the
Humanity, and not the Divinity, in the Person. But the Person
suffering is the God-Man. Jesus Christ really suffered: not in the
Divine Nature, for that cannot be the seat of snffering, bnt in His
Hnman Nature, which He had assnmed that He might snffer. The
Passion, therefore, is infinite, because the Person is infinite: althongh
the Nature, which is the medium through which the Person suffers,
is finite" (Hist. 01 Christian Doctrine, i., pp. 403-5).*
This is
the "Idiomatum Communicatio." Many places of Holy Scripture
will readily come to mind in which it is Divinely taught-e.g. Isa. ix.
6; St. John iii. 13; Acts xx. 28. This mystery makes all He did
and suffered of an infinite merit and value for our justification in Hinl.
So the heresy becomes evident, in which the Life and Obedience of
the Son of G.od, " made of a woman, made under the law," are regarded
as only those of" an individual Jew." Such indeed by the mystery of
the Personal Union, that Life and Obedience of "God manifest in
the flesh" could never, by an infinite impossibility, have become. It
is the Obedience, it is the Life of Him, Who is "the Lord, our
Righteousness," as the Precious Blood of our Redemption is the
... Cf. also Hooker's clea.r and definite words in his Eccl. Pol. v., ch. hi. 3.
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"Blood of GDd" (Acts xx. 28). He is our Justification before God
for ever (Rom. v. 1; Cor. i. 30).
The miraculous and supernatural conception of the Redeemer,
the Second Adam, absolutely separated Him in His sinless Manhood
from the federal headship of the first Adam. He came "in the
likeness of sinful flesh," but "without sin" (Rom. viii. 3 ; Heb. iv. 15 ;
1 Pet. i. 19; St. John xiv. 30).
The words of Pearson are perfectly and infinitely true: "Our
High Priest is 'separate from sinners,' not only in the actions of His
life, but in the production of His Nature. For as Levi was in the loins
of Abraham, and paid tithes in him, and yet Christ, though the Son
of Abraham, did not pay tithes in him, but received them in
Melchizedek; so, though we, being in the loins of Adam, maybe all
said to sin in him, yet Christ, Who descended from Adam according
to the flesh, was not partaker of that sin, but an expiation for it."*
That the Manhood was assumed by the Eternal Son to be His everlasting vesture, clothed in which He now intercedes and shall return
to judge the quick and the dead, is the certain doctrine of Holy
Scripture.
We will end with the words of Richard Hooker: "Christ is a Person
both Divine and Human, because He is Personally the Son of God,
and because He hath really the Nature of the children of men. Wherefore it followeth, against Nestorius, that no person was born of the
Virgin but the Person of the Son of God: no person but the Son of
God was baptized;!- condemned, crucified." Neither did any other
person (it may be rightly added) rise from the dead or ascend to the
right hand of the Father, but the Very Son of God.
" This one only point of Christian belief, the infinite worth of the Son
of God, is the very ground of all things believed concerning life and
salvation by that which Christ either did or suffered as Man in our
behalf." t
ONE

sin imputed, even a sin of the heart, is as dangerous as a

million.
IT is the nature of faith to believe God upon His bare Word; and
that against sense in things invisible, against reason in things incredible.
Sense corrects imagination, reason corrects sense, but faith corrects
both. " It will not be," saith sense. "It cannot be," saith reason.
" It both can and will be" saith faith, "for I have a promise for it."John Trapp.
* Pearson On the e,-eed, p. 322. Cf. the striking words there quoted from
Augustine on P Behold the Lamb of God."
t This was part of His justifying Righteousness. "To fulfil all righteousness " were His words to the Baptist. He was not in this an example to be
followed, but a Surety.
t Eccl. Pol., v. 52-4.
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1'iOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT STRETTON CHURCH, ON THE FIRST
SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

1907, BY THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH,

RECTOR.

"Shine as lights in the world, holding forth the Word of Life."PHILIPPJANS ii. 15, 16.
You are aware, beloved hearers, that it is our custom to have our first
text in the year printed, as a kind of motto, to remind us from time to
time of our position and duty as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
And I trust I have been guided to a portion of the Word which may
be helpful to us, with the blessing of God, in realizing these.
The persons addressed in my text were" in Christ Jesus," they were
" saints" (i. 11). Separated to God, they were participators in the
Gospel (i. 5). God had begun a good work in them (i. 6). They were
partakers, with the Apostle, of the grace bestowed by God (i. 7). They
had a love that, he prayed on their behalf, might increase, and that
they might be filled with the fruits of righteonsness, that their manner
of life as citizens of the heavenly city (iii. 20) might be becoming of the
Gospel. He points out to them that their sufferings for Christ's sake
were given to them as a clear proof of their salvation, whilst the
enemies of the cross of Christ, in inflicting those sufferings, had a no
less clear indication that their end would be destruction.
The Apostle was anxious to see these believers of one mind, united
together in one co=on cause-the faith of the Gospel-which he
declares would fill up his cup of joy in the midst of his present persecutions. That the workings of the flesh, manifesting themselves in pride
and, as a consequence, strife and vainglory, may be absent, he exhorts
them to see all the good they could in others whilst not unmindful of
the evil nature that still existed in themselves, and bids them contemplate those lowest depths of humility to which the Saviour descended,
when He Who was in the form of God took upon Him the form of a
servant, and Who, because the children were partakers of flesh and
blood, Himself likewise took part of the same, that for them He might
destroy the works of the devil, work out and bring in an everlasting
righteousness, and die to put away their sius by the sacrifice of Himself.
Whilst the Apostle was with them at Philippi these believers had
manifested the obedience of faith, and now that he is absent from
them-a prisoner of Jesus Christ-he exhorts them to labour still more
earnestly, to give proofs and indications of their salvation, because God
was the inworking One in them, both as to the will and the work;
and it is just this, beloved hearers, that one of our own scriptural
Collects echoes, when it says, "That as, by Thy special grace going
before us, Thou dost put into our minds good desires; so by Thy
I
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continual help, we may bring the same to good effect." And who
of us does not feel the truth of the words, "Not that we are sufficient
of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of
God" ?
With such a Helper, Whose strength is always made perfect in weakness, the Apostle is led to exhort the believers habitually to seek in
their actions to become blameless before men (Luke i. 6) and guileless;
as children of God, irreprehensible in the midst of a generation wicked
(Acts ii. 40), and wresting divine truth (Acts xiii. 10; among whom
ye shine as givers of light (Matt. v. 16) in the world that lieth in the
wicked one--the metaphor being taken from the custom of carrying
torches to guide passengers along the dark and narrow streets of
ancient cities, holding up the Word of Life, which is a "lamp unto our
feet, and a light unto our path" (Ps. cxix. 105).
I gather, then, from my text this morning: First, that the believer
is a Lightgiver; and, secondly, that he is so in proportion as he holds
up the Word.
Never was there a day when this was more needed thau the present.
In every age of the Churcb's history this is what God has blessedand in every age it has been the aim and endeavour of false teachers
that the Word, because it is a light, should not be introduced into the
midst of darkness. And why? Because," whatsoever doth make
manifest is light." You introduce light into a house that has been
shnt up for some time, and what will it do? It will make manifest the
dirt and the cobwebs and the dust that have accumulated during that
time. The light does not make these things-it manifests them. So
is it with the Word in the hand of the Spirit. I say in the hand of the
Spirit, for what does the lumse do to remove that dust and dirt which
the light has made manifest? Nothing, absolutely nothing. Why?
Because you must introduce life before these things can be got rid of.
The promise held out by the father of lies was-Disobey Godthen, "your eyes shall be opened." The God of Truth had saidDisobey Me--" thou shalt surely die," which came to pass. Were
they as gods? Was the promise fulfilled, "Ye shall not surely die" ?
Or, was the Image of God lost, and man the sinner a begetter of a son
after His own likeness-Cain, the murderer? Yes, my hearers, "sin
entered into the world, and death by sin," and so death passed upon
all men, on the ground that all have sinned, " and come short of the
glory of God."
The light of reason, the light of intellect, the light of science cannot
cope with this state of things, because the one is natural, the other
spiritual-and yet what is lllan doing to-day? Is he looking to the
only light that can help him in the midst of this darkness? Not at
all-but in the pride of his heart is sitting in judgment on the Word of
God, and apart from it seeking to take the dead tree and tying roses
on to it, to give it the semblance of a living tree, and trying to light a
candle with the extingnisher on. Such is the darkness that shall end
in the blackness of darkness for ever. But into the midst of this
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darlmess God has introduced a light which the believer is bid to hold
up-the light of revelation-the light of God's Word, which, as He
makes use of it, becomes the light of life, and quickeneth the sinner
dead in trespasses and sins. But let us see the working of this light.
" The law is light" (Prov. vi. 23). "I had not known sin," says the
Apostle, "but by the law." Here is light making manifest; a proof
that by the law is the knowledge of sin. Sin's guilt and filth perceived
and felt make known God's great salvation. So that in holding up the
Word we show you how the law worketh wrath, because, "Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in all things that are written in the book
of the law to do them." And when a sinner feels under the curse,
because under a covenant of works-and that the more he seeks to
work for life, the farther he gets from life-how, when brought to an
end of self, when brought to that spot, "I have seen an end of all
perfection, for Thy commandment is exceeding broad." How sweet
does the holding up of the Gospel, the Word of life, seem to such an
one! He can then see the distinction which Berridge puts between
Law and Gospel, when he says :Il

RUll, run and work, the law commands,
But gi..-es me neither feet nor hands j
Bnt sweeter news the Gospel brings,
It bids me fly. and lends me wings. 'l

0, my hearer, it is the Covenant of Grace that proclaims, "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us."
"I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more." "I have not beheld iniquity in
J acob, neither have I seen perverseness in Israel." "Thou art all
fair, My love, there is no spot in thee." This is what the Lord uses to
bind our stubborn hearts to Him, to draw up our affections heavenward,
and to make us understand. "Thy words were found, and I did
eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart."
How hast thou begun the year, my hearer 1 Art thou writing bitter
things against thyself-feeling, as too many of us, alas! do, that the
Spirit seems withdrawn, and we lack the unction and savour of the
Word 1 Remember, of this Word it is said, "My Word shall not pass
away." And what does that Word say 1 "My kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be removed,
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."
Art thou waiting for the testimony of the Spirit to' witness with thy
spirit, that thou art a child of God 1 Hold up the Word, look into it,
and read, "Though it tarry, wait for it; because it shall surely come,
it shall not be behindhand." Art thou a mourner in Zion 1 Read the
promise, "The oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness." Art thou troubled in matters of providence or of
grace 1 Hold up the Word, and look into it, and see thy privilege-"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee." Art
thou like Jehoshaphat, who said, "We know not what to do" 1 Hold
up the Word, fix thine eye on the promise, and God write it in thine
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heart: "He shall direct thy paths." In a word, whatever thy
circumstances, trials, difficulties, temptations, doubts, or fears, hold up,
believer, the Word, and thou shalt find in it something suited to thy
case, in this cloudy and dark day-for thou art under the promise,
"The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, He shall preserve thy
soul; the Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from
this time forth, and even for evermore."
But what shall I say to any who, instead of lifting up are trampling
under foot the Word of God, and substituting for it the traditions of
men; or else, with Jehudi, casting it into the fire, and showing their
indifference to, or detestation of it 1 Hear God's estimate of the
Word, "Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name." Hear
Christ's estimate of the Word, "Thy Word is Truth." And thou
despisest it, and settest it at naught. Remember," the Word shall
judge thee at the last day"; and if for every idle word that thou hast
spoken thou shalt give account, what must, what can be thy sentence
but-" Thou art weighed in the balances and found wanting" 1wanting Christ, want:ng salvation, and hence cast out into outer
darkness. God grant, in the language of good William Romaine, that
this year may be a year fruitful for believing.
I close with an illustration of the power of the Word in the hands of
the Spirit, as related by Canon Christopher in that most valuable
paper, The English Churchman, to which I invite you all to subscribe.
This young man (he says) told me that he happened to go into one of
the churches near Christ Church one Sunday afternoon. A stranger
read prayers, but did not preach-he remembered nothing about the
sermon. But the stranger read the second chapter of St. Paul's Epistle
to the Ephesians with great impressiveness; and placed a pause
between each two clauses of the eighth verse. He read it thus: "By
grace are ye saved-through faith ;-and that not of yourselves ;-it
is the gift of God." The Holy Spirit used that one verse to enlighten
the mind and convert the heart of the manly, energetic, and able
undergraduate; who, up to that time, with all the classical learning
which, soon afterwards, enabled him to take first· class honours, had
not learned" the glorious Gospel of the blessed God" (1 Tim. i. ll).
This young man was
JOHN CHARLES RYLE,
who, after a useful and laborious life, became the first Bishop of
Liverpool.
THE whole world, out of the Church, is mute in the praises
of God.
IF the world be all to thee and God a fancy, then art thou like that
world, a fancy and a bubble. 1£ God be all to thee and the world a
dream, then thou hast strength, life, and substance, for thou art one
with Him who is the Life, Strength, Substance, Being of all things.Peter Sterry, 1675.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM BRIDGE, M.A.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE published in June, 1782, contained a brief
memorial sketch of the above-named eminently sound and faithful
minister of Christ's Gospel, with his portrait (specially engraved for
the MAGAZINE), which we have reproduced this month. We know
that some of our readers greatly value the published works of WILLIAM
BRIDGE, and as the original memorial is brief (owing to the scantiness of
literary materials available), we append one of his precious discourses.
It was the late Rev. J. C. Martin, of the Circus Church, Portsmouth,
who, many years ago, recommended to us the five volumes of BRIDGE'S
works. Mr. Martin held this gracious man in high esteem, and
deservedly, for his expositions of the inspired Scriptures are singularly
edifying and rich in spiritual experience, and distinctive in their
inculcation of the doctrines of God's grace. It may be added, for
the guidance of any who desire to become acquainted with the entire
works of the worthy Puritan pastor, that they are not infrequently to
be met with at the shops of second-hand theological booksellers, at
nominal prices. Alas, pure and undefiled Bible teaching is little
sought after in these times of superficial and boastful free-will belief.
Yet God possesses His " remnant, according to the election of grace,"
and to these the Holy Spirit grants the grace of hunger after green
pastures, and of thirst for the living water from "the wells of
salvation. "
Times of persecution may again overtake the true Church of God
in England, and it is well that believers in Christ should be put in
remembrance of the secret of support and consolation which was with
their afRicted forefathers. "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him; and He will show them His Covenant."
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM BRIDGE,
FORMERLY MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT YARMOUTH.
Frcrm the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for June, 1782.

This worthy Divine was a student in Cambridge about thirteen years,
and for several years Fellow of Emmanuel College. He was minister
in Essex for five years, and then called to Norwich, where he settled
in the parish of St. George's Tombland. There he held on his ministry
for several years; but was at last silenced by Bishop Wren, in 1637,
as not being a thorough Conformist.
He continued in Norwich some time after his suspension, till he
was excommunicated, and the writ De capiendo came forth against
him; upon which he withdrew into Holland, and settled at Rotterdam,
where he was chosen pastor to a Congregational church, of which Mr.
Jeremiah Burroughs was teacher. He returned into England in 1642,
in the time of the Long Parliament, before whom he preached
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frequently. He was one of the Dissenting Brethren in the Assembly
of Divines.
He fixed at Yarmouth, and there continued his labours till the
Bartholomew Act took place. The author of the Friendly Debate
was very severe upon him; but how easy had a retaliation been, could
it have been thought that the exposing those, whose aim it was to do
good, had been likely to do any service to religion thereby!
One to whom he was well known, gives the following account of
him: "He was no mean scholar; had a library well furnished with
fathers, schoolmen, critics, and most authors of worth. He was a
very hard student, rose at four o'clock in the morning, winter and
summer, and continued in his study till eleven; and many souls
heartily blessed God for his labours. Though he was strictly
Congregational, he heartily respected his brethren that had other
sentiments. There is good proof of this in his carriage to his fellowminister at Yarmouth, worthy Mr. Brinsley, who was of another
sentiment and character."
When the Government was in the hands of those who openly
befriended such as were of Mr. Bridge's persuasion, Mr. Brinsley had many
enemies, and was much opposed; and there were strenuous endeavours
used to get him removed, as an enemy to the Powers that then were:
but Mr. Bridge stood up for him, and used all his interest to continue
him peaceably in his place: and they lived and conversed together
comfortably many years. He died March 12, 1670, aged seventy
years.
With respect to his Works, we are told that twenty-one of his
treatises were collected into a volume in quarto, 1657; besides which,
and several sermons before the Parliament, he hath sundry tracts
extant. Among the rest, are, Ten Sermons of God's Return to the
Soul; Ten Sermons on Christ and the Covenant; Eight Sermons on
Good and Bad Company; Seasonable Truths in Evil Times; The
Sinfulness of Sin and Fulness of Christ; A Word to the Aged; his
Remains, and others.

•

DISCOURSE BY THE REV. WILLIAM BRIDGE, M.A.
SOUL-RESIGNATION INTO THE HANDS OF GOD .
" Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit."-LuKE xxiii. 46.
THESE are the last words of Christ on the cross, the seventh speech;
and of all others the most exemplary for us. "Into Thy hands,"
that is, into Thy charge, care, and tuition. God hath no hands at all,
for He is a Spirit; but by His hands we are to understand His keeping,
charge, and custody. Numb. xxxiii. 1, it is said, "The children of
Israel went forth out of Egypt with their armies under the hand of
Moses and Aaron "; that is, under the charge of Moses and Aaron ;
w the translators do interpret it. For whereas, chap. xxxi. 49, it is
said by the officers of the army, "Thy servants have taken the sum
of the men that were under oqr charge"; the margin tells you that

I
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in the Hebrew it is, "under our hand." So Ps. xci.. 11, 12, "He shall
give His angels charge over Thee, and they shall bear Thee up in their
hands." By the hands of God, therefore, understand His keeping
and tuition; Father, into Thy keeping and tuition I do commend
My spirit; the word is, TIapaB'IlTopU', I will commend; but
our Saviour follows the Septuagint, and the Septuagint the Hebrew
of Ps. xxxi., whence these words are taken. And it is ordinary with
the Hebrew to put the future for the present time. I will, or I do
commend My spirit, that is, My soul, Myself, but especially My soul ;
the thing commended was His soul; the person to whom He did
commend His soul wa;; His Father; the time when He commended
His soul was at the instant of His death, for having said so, He gave
up the ghost. Now, if ye ask why Christ did at this time especially
commend and resign Himself and soul up to God, I answer, For
these reasons :
Thereby He testified that He had not lost His confidence in God
as a Father; in the former words He had cried out and said, "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" Men might think if He
had so died, that He had quite lost His confidence; but now that He
concludes all with this, it shows that God had not forsaken Him, and
that He had not lost His confidence in God. Possibly a dying Christian
may be in an agony at the beginning of his sickness, yet may sweetly
believe at the last. In the former part of His death, Christ was in
an agony, but He closes up all with full assurance of faith: "Father,
into Thy hands I commend My spirit."
Thereby also He did commend the souls of all those that He died
for, into the hands of God: for He was now offering up Himself through
the eternal Spirit unto God for us, as our common person; and as in
His prayer, John xvii., He did not only pray for Himself, but for us,
so in this act and deed He did commend the souls and spirits of all
those that He died for, into the hands of God: and as He died in our
room and stead, so in our room He said, "Father into Thy hands I
commend My spirit." And when should He do this more fitly than
at the last of His suffering ~
Thereby also He became an example unto us; that when we come
to die or suffer, we should die with the Scripture in our hearts and
mouths, for this was Scripture, as ye read Ps. xxxi. 5. And that we
should suffer and die believing and resigning up ourselves and souls
into the hand of God as a Father. And for this end certainly Christ
did now speak these words, for says He, "I have power to lay down
My life, and to take it up again"; and if He had power to take it up
again, why did He resign it into the hands of God, as a depositum to
be kept for Him ~ Surely for this reason, that in all this matter He
might be an example unto us of soul-resignation into the hands of
God. And so the doctrine is this :
It is a good thing for us to resign up our souls into the hands of God,
and that especially at the time of our death and greatest sufferings ;
what Christ did, and did a;; our example, that is good for us to do :
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this hath Christ done before us; good therefore it is for us to do it,
good at all times, especially at some times, and most especially at
the timc of our death and sufferings.
It is God's due, and it is our duty; for what is resignation of our
souls or selves unto God, but that act of faith whereby we do pnt
ourselves under the power, wisdom, and mercy of God, to be ordered
and disposed of according to the good will of God 1 This is our duty,
and it is God's due. Is it not the duty of an inferior to resign himself
and his will to the hands and will of his superior 1 Doth not the wife
resign up her will to the will of her husband; the servant to the will
of his master; the child to the will of his father; and is not God
much more our superior; is not He our Husband, our Lord, our Father
in most transcendent manner 1 Surely, then, this soul·resiguation is
both God's due, and it is our duty.
Yea, and it is a very profitable thing for us to do it, hereby we make
a virtue of necessity; and where can we lodge our souls in safer hands 1
If a man cannot keep a thing himself, but must betrust and deposit
it in other hands, will he not do it in the safest hands that he can find·1
Now three things there are that are required to a safe hand: power,
wisdom, and love. If I deposit a thing in a man's hand to keep, he
must be able to keep it for me against violence, else his hand is no
safe hand; though he be able and have power to keep it for me, yet
if he be prodigal and lavish, and not wise, I shall not count his hand
a safe hand to keep my depositum,. but though he be never so wise,
yet if he be not my friend, I shall not betrust him with any great
matter; but if a man be able, wise, and friendly, then his is a safe
hand to keep my depositum. Now God is all this, almighty, infinitely
wise, and our best friend and acquaintance.
Vlherefore, says the
apostle, "I know whom I have trusted, and I am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which I have committed to him, against that day"
(2 Tim. i. 12). As if he said, Do ye blame me for venturing so much
in the cause of the gospel 1 Why, I have but deposited what I laid
out for God, and am persuaded that He will not embezzle my trust;
but will trnly and faithfully keep it for me: for He is able, and I have
experience of Him: for I know Whom I have trusted, He is no stranger
to me, and I am persuaded that He will keep it for me unto that day.
God's hand then is the safest hand.
And again, if we do not commend, commit, and resign ourselves
and souls into His hands, we must be responsible for them ourselves.
If a woman have a child put to nurse to her, and she go abroad, and
do not commit the child to some safe hands, and the child come to
any hurt, she must be responsible for it. If we commit our souls
into God's hands, He will be responsible for them. "Who will keep
that which I have committed to Him Ullto that day," says Paul: but
if we do not commit our souls into His hands to keep, and they get
any hurt, we must be responsible for them ourselves. And are we
able to answer for our own souls 1 Surely, no. Oh, what a good thing
is it then to resign and commit our souls unto God.
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What benefit shall we get thereby ~ Much every way. This
resignation of our souls and selves unto God is an inlet to many mercies,
graces, and comforts.
Ai; for mercies and blessings; what greater blessing can there be
in tills world than to enjoy oneself; under God to enjoy oneself, and
to be free from all things ~ Paul counted it a blessing to have the
comforts of tills world, and to be under the power of none, but to
stand free from all; now, there is no such way in the world, to stand
free from all things, as to resign up ourselves, souls, and wills unto God.
Hrec est vera libertas sm'vim Deo, True liberty doth consist in perfect
subjection to God; Who more free than Christ, yet more subject to
the will of God than Christ ~ " Not My will, but Thy will be done" :
no such way to enjoy oneself as to give up ourselves unto God. Doth
not the beggar enjoy herself most in giving up herself to a prince in
marriage ~
,
Yea, what greater blessing is there in the world, or in the world to
come, than to enjoy God ~ Now, if you do resign and give up yourself
unto God, you shall enjoy God, for God will give down Himself unto you.
It is observed, that God the Father never gave down that great
dispensation of the Spirit unto Christ till Christ had thus resigned
up His spirit unto the Father. Look what we do give up to God, that
God will give down to us in a better edition; yea, He will not ouly
give ourselves to ourselves, if we resign ourselves unto Him; but
if you resign and give up yourself unto Him, He will give down Himself
unto you; if you resign up your spirit unto Him, He will give down
His Spirit unto you. Thus this soul-resignation is an inlet to tills
mercy.
Yet you will all say, it is a great mercy and blessing to have yotU'
prayers and desires granted; then read what the Psalmist saith,
Psalm xxxvii. 4, "Delight thyself also in the Lord, and He shall give
thee the desires of tlrine heart. Commit thy way to the Lord, trust
also in Him, and He will bring it to pass." Dost thou say, I pray and
use endeavours; yet the tiring prayed for, endeavoured after, doth
not come to pass ~ Why, then commit thy way to the Lord; resign
up thy way unto God, and He will bring it to pass. I remember
a notable story that Thaulerus ·hath; this Thaulerus lived in the
beginning of the German Reformation, a little before Luther, whom
Luther seems to prize above all authors; Da mihi istum insignem
theologum Thaulerum, said he, Give me that eminent author Thaulerus.
Now tills Thaulerus tells us of a certain woman, that was much given
to prayer, and had so great credit in heaven that she did but ask and
had from the hands of God; insomuch, said he, that divers came to her
to pray for them, according to their necessities, whom she promised
to pray for; yet sometimes did forget to pray for them: yet, says
Thaulerus, the things wlllch her friends did desire were given to them;
and coming to her to thank her for her prayers; Nay, truly, said she,
I am ashamed and blush for you, for if you have received the mercy,_
it is no thanks to me, for I forgot you. And thereupon going unto
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God in prayer, she begged this of God, that He would tell to her the
reason why the mercies desired were given, though she did not pray
for them. Whereupon she received this answer from God, says
Thaulerus, Hear 0 my daughter, from the day that thou didst resign
thy will up to Me, I did give My will to thee. And the truth is, there
is no such way to obtain what we would, as to resign up our wills unto
God. Thus this soul- or self-resignation is an inlet unto many mercies.
As it is an inlet unto many blessings, so it is an inlet unto many
graces and duties. What grace or duty will ye instance in 1 Will ye
instance in Prayer 1
It opens the sluices of prayer; and, as one speaks well, though you
pray never so long or loud, yet if you do not resign up your soul and
will unto God, your prayer is but nonsense, and a contradiction in re.
Or will ye instance in Faith 1 Faith is a trusting unto God; now,
the more you betrust God with yourself, the more you trust to God.
And what greater betrustment than the resignation of one's soul
unto God 1
Thereby you shall be contented with your condition whatever it be,
with the best contentment: for there is a twofold contentment. One,
that arises from the fulness of your enjoyment; another, that arises
from the apprehension of the wise carving hand of God. This last
is best, and the most refined. Now, if you can but truly resign yourself
and will unto God, you will be thus contented.
Thereby also you will rejoice in God, and mourn for sin at once;
some mourn for sin, and neglect joy in God; some joy in God, and
neglect grief for sin. But if I can truly resign myself unto God, I
shall grieve for sin, and rejoice in God together.
Yea, thereby also you will be able to answer unto your temptations,
especially that great temptation that lies so hard upon some. You
are now in a good condition; but suppose it were so and so with you,
what would you do then 1 Why, if ye have resigned yourself unto
God, you will be able to say, I do not know what may befal me, but
I am sure nothing shall come amiss, for I have resigned myself and my
will unto God. Thus this holy resignation is, ye see, an inlet to many
graces and duties.
.
As it is an inlet unto many graces, so it is an inlet also unto many
comforts; yea indeed, unto all our comforts: for what comfort can
a man have in himself or condition, till he hath truly resigned and
given up himself and soul and will unto God 1 but being done, ye
may freely go about your business. If a man have a suit in law, and
have left his cause in the hand of an able, careful friend and lawyer,
he is quiet: much more may we be quiet, when we have left and
lodged our case and way and soul with God. "Commit thy works
unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established" (Prov. xvi. 3).
Not thy business and works, but thy thoughts shall be then at rest.
Do not all things rest in their centre; and is not God our centre?
The more indifferently that a man's heart is carried out towards
changes, the more quiet and sedate is his spirit. Now, when a man
7
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hath resigned himself up to God, then he will be more indifferent
unto all conditions. The private soldier doth march indifferently,
this way or that way, at the command of his leader. Why 1 Because
he hath resigned up himself to the wisdom of his commander. The
sheep is indifferently led into this pasture, or the other. Why 1
Because resigned up to the will of the shepherd. So if our souls be
truly resigned up to God, we shall be indifferently carried to this or
that pasture: for we are the sheep of Christ. I remember a notable
speech that Luther had to Melancthon: Melancthon being much
troubled about the affairs of the churches, and the low estate of the
same, Luther wrote a letter to him; and in that letter he hath this
expression: Thou art much troubled and afflicted, 0 MelaIlcthon;
yet Philip is to be admonished and desired to leave governing the
world; as if he had said, Philip, thou undertakest to govern the world,
therefore thou art thus dejected; do but leave the cause to God, and
let Him govern, and thou wilt be qniet and not troubled. The only
way, therefore, to be qniet within, is to resign and give up all unto
God. This self- or soul-resignation is an inlet unto many mercies,
an inlet unto many graces, an inlet unto many comforts; surely,
therefore, it is a good and an excellent thing to resign and give up
ourselves unto God.
Well, but then how is this work to be done that we may truly resign
and give up ourselves, our souls, and our wills unto God 1
It is not to be done slightly and overly, but seriously and solemnly.
It is an ordinary thing with men to say, "The will of the Lord be
done; God's will be done," and the like. But it is one thing for a
man to be indifferent in a business, saying, "The will of the Lord be
done"; and another thing for a man to give up himself and will
effectually unto God. It is one thing for a man to do this in a slighty
and general way, saying, "The will of the Lord be done"; and another
thing to make a distinct and clear resignation of his will to the will
of God in particular things. Look into Scripture, and ye shall find
that wherever this work was done truly, it was done solemnly and
seriously.
As this work is not to be done slightly and overly, so neither is it
to be done forcedly and lastly, but freely and firstly. The first thing
I do, I must commit myself, and cause, and will unto God. 1£ a city
or town be besieged, it yields and resigns at the last, because it can
hold out no longer; but this resignation is a forced work; the
resignation of ourselves and wills unto God is not such. When Pharaoh
could stand out no longer, then he resigned up the Israelites: and so
whcn men can hold out no longer, then they say, "Well, it is the will
of God that this thing should be; wherefore now, the will of the Lord
be done." When they can do no other, then they resign up the thing
and themselves unto God. But this true resignation is done freely
and firstly, not forcedly and at last.
As it is not to be done lastly and forcedly, so it is not to be done
partially and by halves, but fully and totally. "I am thine," saith
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David to God, " Oh, save me" (Ps. cxix. 94). When a man comes to
God for mercy, he pleads not for part, but all. He doth not say" Oh
save my body, and not my soul," but" Oh, save me"; nor doth he
say, " Oh save my soul, and not my body," but, "I am Thine, oh, save
me." When a man desires pardon of sin, he desires not the pardon
of some, but of all. When God gives Himself unto us, He gives Himself
wholly. This resignation of ourselves unto God is a great sacrifice,
a great offering, and it must be of all, an holocaust. God cannot,
will not take less than all. He that resigns himself unto God, with
a reservation of a part, doth like Ananias and Sapphira; he pretends
the whole, and gives but part, and so he doth lie unto God.
As this resignation must not be done partially, and by halves, so
it must 'not be done conditionally, but absolutely. When you have
taken a servant, and you bid him do this or that, it may be he will
say to .you, "It was none of my bargain; I bargained with you for
to be your steward, but not to be your groom in your stable"; or,
" I bargained with you to be your clerk, but not to be your scullion ;
this or that work which you set me about is not according to my
conditions." And so when a city besieged doth resign, it doth resign
upon articles; but when a soul doth truly resign itself unto God,
then no articles, no conditions. "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do ~" says Paul, oh any thing, Lord, any thing: I will return to my
father's house, "and let him make me his hired servant." Do but
receive me, Lord, and I will not article with thee; it is a resiguation
without articles. The Covenant of Grace, whereby God doth give
Himself to us, is absolute, and not conditional; so is that Covenant
whereby we do resign and give up ourselves unto Him. Abraham
subscribed to a blank; so must all the children of Abraham do.
As this resignation is not to be done conditionally, so it is not to be
done passively, and in a way of submission only, but actively. It is
one thing for a man to submit unto God's will, and another thing to
resign up himself and will to the will of God. A man is properly said
to submit when he quietly yields unto what is done. A man is said
to resign up himself and will unto God, when he doth quietly yield over
his affections to the thing done as best, because God wills it. For
example, I meet a thief on the way, and he takes my purse; I submit
because I cannot help myself, but I do not resign up my will to his
will: I resign up my money into his hand, but not my will unto his
will, nor my affections and judgment to the thing done; judging that
good which is done. But when a man doth truly resign up himself
unto God, he resigns up his thoughts and judgment to the wisdom
of God; it is not a bare submission unto what is done.
As this resignation is not to be done passively, so it is not to be done
deceitfully and feignedly, but in all plainness and sincerity. We read
of the enemies of the Lord, that they shall submit feignedly unto Him :
"Strangers shall submit themselves to M'e" (Ps. xviii. 44). The
margin hath it, they shall yield feigned obedience, but the Hebrew is, .
"They shall lie unto Me." "Through the greatness of Thy power
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Thine enemies shall submit themselves to Thee" (Ps. !xvi. 3); margm,
Shall yield feigued obedience; Hebrew, Shall lie unto Thee. There is
a feigned obedience, a feigned yielding, a lying resignation and
submission unto God. The people of the Jews come to Jeremiah
to go unto God for them, and they say, "The Lord be a true and
faithful witness between us, if we do not even according to all things
for the which the Lord thy God shall send thee to us; whether it be
good, or whether it be evil" etc. (Jer. xlii. 5). Wherefore Jeremiah
did intreat the Lord for them, but they would not do what they said;
whereupon said Jeremiah, "Ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye
said, We will do according to all that the Lord our God shall say"
(t'. 20). So that there is a lying submission, whereby men in
affiiction and distress do feignedly submit and resign themselves up
to God. Possibly a man may hear that the only way to have his will
is to resign up his will unto God. Now that he may have his will he
will resign it up unto God; this is but to serve himself of God. But
where this work is truly done, it is done with the greatest plainness
of heart, and the most sincerity.
AB this work is not to be done feignedly, so it is not to be done
sinfully, but in well-doing. Some say, "The will of the Lord be
done," and they say they do resign and give up themselves unto God;
but if ye look into 1 Pet. iv. 19, he will tell you that this work is to be
performed in well-doing: "Let him commit his soul to God in welldoing, as unto a faithful Creator." And thus ye see how this work
is to be done rightly.
It is to be done solemnly, and not slightly; freely and firstly,
not forcedly and lastly; wholly and totally, and not partially and
by halves; absolutely, and not conditionally, upon articles; actively,
and not in a way of submission only; with much plainness and
sincerity; and in well-doing.
Well, but when is this work to be done 1
It is to be done daily. Once done, and yet ever doing. But there
are some times wherein this work is to be done especially, but most
especially at our death.
I say, this work is to be done daily. Sometimes a man is to resign
up his will unto God, in reference to his health; sometimes in reference
to his outward estate; sometimes in reference to his relations;
sometimes in reference to his spiritual condition. But as the Psalmist
speaks, "Trust in the Lord at all times," so I say, we are to resign up
selves and souls and will to God at all times.
There are some special times and seasons which do call for this work.
I will name five.
When a man doth convert and turn unto God. Then he is in a
special manner to resign and give up himself unto God. "What
wilt Thou have me do 1" said Paul at his first conversion. The
priests that offered sacrifices unto God were first offered themselves.
After conversion we daily offer our sacrifices to God: at the first,
therefore, we .. r~ to offer up ourselves unto Him.
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When a man is called forth unto any great work, or service, or
employment, especially if it be beyond his own strength and power,
then he is to resign and give up himself unto God: so Moses did, so
David did, so all the worthies of God have ever done, when they have
been called out to any great employments.
When a man is in any great danger, distress, and afHiction, then he
is to resign and give up himself and will unto God. "If the Lord
have any pleasure in me (says David) He will bring me back again ;
yet if not, His will be done." So Joab when he saw that enemies were
round about him: "Let us fight (says he), for the cities of our God,
ete., and the will of the Lord be done."
When a man doth join himself unto the Lord and His people, then
he is especially to resign and give up himself unto God. So the Churches
of Macedonia did; for says Paul (2 Cor. viii. 5), " And this they did,
not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto
us by the will of God."
When a man hath sinned greatly, and wandered from the Lord,
and from his holy profession, and doth return again unto God, then
he is in a special manner to resign and give up himself unto God. The
same thing is to be done in our renewed as in our fu'st conversion.
And if ye look into 2 Ohron. xxx. ye shall find that when all Israel had
gone astray, Hezekiah exhorting them to return unto the Lord, he saith
(v. 8), "Now be ye not stiffnecked as your fathers were, but yield
yourselves unto the Lord." Margin, Give you your hand unto God.
When we have stolen anything from God, it is our duty to restore it.
Have we, therefore, in our first conversion given ourselves unto God,
and afterwards by our sins taken them away again 1 Whenever we
do return unto God, then it is our duty to restore, and so to resign
up ourselves unto Him. And thus now ye see what those special times
and seasons are which call for this work at our hands. The time of
conversion calls for it; the time of special employment calls for it;
the time of great danger calls for it; the time of joining to the Lord
and His people calls for it; and the times of our returns unto God after
wanderings call for it.
But though we are to resign ourselves unto God in such times as
these are especially, yet most especially we are to do it when we come
to suffer; for then God is ready to receive us (Exod. xix. 4). Then
men are ready to destroy us, "The poor committeth himself to Thee"
(Ps. x. 14). When we come to die, for then did Christ do it especially.
Then the soul is to return unto Him that gave it. It doth not die or
sleep with the body in the grave, but it returns unto Him that gave
it. " This day shalt thou be with Me in paradise," saith Christ. And
the apostle tells us that paradise is the third heavens and the place
of glory. Paul saith, "I desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ,
which is best of all" (2 Oor. xii). How can a man be said to be with
Ohrist presently upon his death, if the soul dies and sleeps with the
body 1 Yea, says he, " I am in a strait"; in respect to you, I desire
to live; in respect of myself, I desire to die. But if the soul sleeps
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and dies with the body, why should not he desire to live in regard of
hiroself 1 When the man dies, then the soul and spirit returneth
to Him that gave it. When a man therefore dies, it is fit to resign
and give up his soul unto God.
\Vhen a man dies, then, if his soul goes to heaven, it is to pass
through the enemy's country; for Satan is "the prince of the air."
The air is full of devils; the soul therefore hath need of a good convoy
to pass through the enemy's country. And how should a man get
this convoy, but by resigning and giving up his soul into the hands
of God 1
When a man dies, then he launches forth into the ocean of eternity;
and as God is the disposer of our times for the present, so of our
eternity also. Fit it is that we should acknowledge His sovereignty
over us, in reference to our eternity: and therefore, when a man
comes to die, he is in a special manner to resign and give up hiroself
unto God, to be laid out and disposed of to all eternity.
And when a man comes to die, then there is a great parting between
the soul and the body; then I part with that which is most dear to
me. Now, when a man parts with his children, or those things that
are dear to hiro, he will put them into the safest hands that he can;
but when we come to die, then is the great parting time. And therefore,
then, and then especially, we are to resign and give up ourselves and
our souls unto God. Thus Christ did: "Father, into Thy hands I
commend My spirit."
Well, but how and by what means shall I be able to resign and give
up myself and soul unto God when I die, so as I may receive this
depositum again to my comfort 1
It is good for us to enquire into this matter; we know not how
soon we may be called to this dying work. If the candle be newly
lighted it may easily be put out, and if it have burned long it will easily
go out. It was the desire of Dionysius, that Christ's last word on
the cross might be the last word of his life. Do you, therefore, desire
to close up your life with this gracious resignation according to Christ's
example 1 Then,
Be sure that you do not give away your soul from God to any thing
else whilst you live. If you have given away your soul unto other
things whilst you live, it will be a vain thing for you to say Christ's
words when you come to die. When men come to their death, ye
know they do ordinarily make their wills; and in the first place they
say, I give my soul unto God; then if they have lands, or houses, or
money, they give them to their wives, children, relations, and friends,
according to their pleasure. But suppose, now, that a man shall
give land or house to such or such a child or friend, which he hath sold
or given away before, shall his will stand in force 1 Will not all men
say, " This he could not give away, for he had sold that or given that
before" 1 So in regard of one's soul; though upon my death I say,
" As for my soul, I give that to God," yet if I have sold away my soul
before, for unjust gain, or have given away my soul before unto filthy
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pleasures, how can I resign and give that to God when I die 1 Will
not the Lord say, "Nay, this is none of yonrs to give, this yon had
sold or given away before" 1 Oh, then, be sure of this, that whilst
you live you do not sell or give away your soul from God, for then
death-bed resignation will be bnt as the act and deed of a man that
makes his will when he is not compos mentis.
H you would so resign your soul unto God when you die, that you
may receive this depositum again with comfort, then be sure that you
make God your friend whilst you live, else what repose can you put
on Him when you die 1 Who doth trust a jewel in the hands of a
stranger or enemy 1 We read (Judges x. 14), when the children of
Israel had forsaken the Lord, and served other gods, that when they
cried to the Lord to save them out of the hands of their enemies, the
Lord said unto them, " Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen,
and let them save you in the time of your tribulation." So will the
Lord say to us, if in the time of our health we follow after our pleasnres
and profits and our old sins, " Go and cry to the gods whom ye have
served"; go and repose your souls in their hands, and let them help
you now if they can. No man will repose or commit that which he
prizeth into the hands of a stranger or enemy. Oh, then, whilst we
have our health and life let us make God our friend.
And not only so, but get an assurance that God is your friend and
Father: though God be our friend, if we do not know it, how shall
we commit our souls to Him when we die 1 Panl said, "I know Whom
I have trusted, that He is able to keep that which I have committed
to Him unto that day." It is a hard thing for a doubting heart that
cannot say" Father," distinctly, to resign as Christ did. Why, then,
should you live upon hopes mingled with uncertainties; is it not
yet time to get your assurance 1 Oh, labonr more and more to attain
to these rises of assurance; for the more assurance you have when
you come to die, the more easily and truly you will say, "Father,
into Thy hands I commend my spirit."
And if you would resign up your soul unto the hands of God, so as
you may receive that depositum again with comfort, then observe
what that depositum is which God doth now trust you with, and be
faithful in the keeping thereof. When Christ went away, He left US
a depositum, He did leave and deposit some of His things in our hands ;
His truths, His ordinances, His talents; and if I do not keep His trust,
His truths, His ordinances, His talents, how can I expect that He should
keep my soul for me 1 Mark how these go together. "I know Whom
I have trusted," says Paul, "and I am persuaded He is able to keep
that which I have committed to Him" (2 Tim. i. 12). Then verse 14,
" That good thing which was committed unto Thee, keep." As if he
should say, " As we desire that He should keep our trust, so we must
keep His trust." Some things the Lord hath committed to us; some
things we commit to Him. Now, therefore, as you do desire that He
may keep your souls for you, so do you keep His truths, His ordinances,
and whatever He hath committed unto you.

,
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And if you would be able to do this work of soul-resignation in the
day of your death rightly, then use yourself to do it every day. That
is easily done which is often done. And if you look upon the example
of Christ, ye shall find, that as soon as He drew near to the cross, the
first thing He did was to resign up His will unto God, being in His
agony in the garden. "If it be possible (saith He) let this cup pass;
yet not My will, but Thy will be done." And the last thing He did
waS;to resign up His soul unto God. This aflliction was begun and ended
with holy resignation. It is begun with a resignation of His will, it is
ended with a resignation of His soul. So should all our afllictions be
begun and ended with self-resignation; and if I can but begin my
aflliction with the resignation of my will unto the will of God, I shall
end the aflliction with the resignation of my soul into the hands of
God. And the more frequently I do it whilst I live, the more easily
I shall do it when I die, and say in truth with Christ, "Father, into
Thy hands I commend my spirit."
Study the sovereiguty of God. The more your heart is possessed
with God's sovereignty, the more resignation. "It is the Lord,"
said Eli, "let Him do what seemeth good" (1 Sam. iii. 18). And,
" Good is the word of the Lord," said Hezekiah (2 Kings xx. 19).
Then behold this example of Christ, being before you: "Whom
beholding," etc. The sight of a resigning Christ will make you resign
and say, " Father, into Thy hands I co=end my spirit."
And thus now I have done with this last speech of Christ 011 the
cross. The words of dying friends are precious, and we remember
them. Now ye have heard this living saying of a dying Christ. You
that are the friends of Christ will remember them; and the Lord
teach us so to remember them that thereby we may learn both to live
and to die, both to do and to suffer.

,.

THE RIGHTEOUS COMING OUT OF TROUBLE.
PROVERBS

xi. 8.

THE Old Testament story of the Prophet Daniel being cast into the
lions' den furnishes a striking instance of the righteous being delivered
out of trouble and of the wicked (princes who persecuted him) coming
into it in his stead. But first, let us in our meditation lay a good
foundation, let us have a due order, so, the subject-matter being the
righteous delivered out of trouble, we shall consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus, for us holy brethren, and
partakers of the heavenly calling: we are enjoined so to do. God the
Father, speaking in the language of the Covenant, ordered in all things
and sure, calls His own dear Son" My righteous servant," who shall
justify many by bearing their iniquities, and the Apostle John by the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost calls Him our Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, "the righteous." Did Darius the Chaldean monarch
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set Daniel as first and chief president over the executive government
of his kingdom? Lo, God has set His Son Jesus upon His holy hill
of Zion for the same glorious end, viz., that the King should have no
damage.
Yea, before time was this Prince of Life set up as Wisdom Mediator
in the Covenant of redemption and salvation. "I," says He, "was
set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was."
Then in the counsels of old, which are faithfulness and truth, the
Eternal Son was ordained by all the Persons in J ehovah to take on
the flesh and blood of the children, and in time be born into the world.
11

.
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Born a Babe by birth mysterious,
Born to bruise the serpent's head."

And all that the King, as it respects His vast revenues of honour,
truth, sovereignty, mercy, power, and praise should receive no damage.
What was it that brought Daniel the prophet into his trouble?
Was it not his faithfulness to God and man; to his God in heaven,
Whom he served continually, and to his earthly master in the affairs
of his kingdom? So also Christ first came into trouble by virtue of
His ancient Covenant undertaking, and in answer to the enquiry of
Jehovah, "Whom shall I seud, and who will go for Us?" "Here
am I," said Jehovah the Son; "send me." Thus we perceive His
goings forth in a way of love, mercy, and grace to elect sinners of
mankind were of old, from everlasting. And in all and in every iota
and minutre of the will of God, and the glory of God, as done and
accomplished by Him in His office of Mediator and Redeemer, neither
the attribute of justice in God, nor the attribute of holiness in God,
nor truth and grace, receive any damage.
But if He will engage Himself on behalf of lost, ruined, undone, and
helpless sinners, to bring such back to God, as Surety for these, if He
will freely become Surety for this stranger to God through the Fall
of Adam, then He must come into trouble, and indeed smart for it, as
saith the Scripture.
When His Eternal Father then, in accordance with the tenor of his
Covenant .engagement, laid on Him the iniquit~s of all the elect seed,
it bespoke to Him trouble, for these sins must be visited in the day
of the Lord's fierce anger, nor can they be made an end of and finished,
and put away, till He suffer for them, "the Just for the unjust," and
until He bare the punishment due to them" in His own body on the
tree." Until He satisfy .divine justice and make a full and complete
atonement for them, all of which speaks trouble. And He came into
it. "Now is my soul troubled." "Be not far from me," He says in
David, " for trouble is near, for there is none to help." And He asked
Zebedee's sons, "Can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? "
As Daniel was not delivered out of his trouble until he had gone into
all that was decreed concerning it, a decree that altered not, so Jesus
Christ the righteous One, came not out of His, until He had "borne
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our griefs and carried our sorrows," made an end of all our sins, and
bronght in everlasting righteousness for the whole election of grace,
for their justification before God.
Did Darius, out of goodwill to Daniel, labour to deliver him from the
decree, from the sentence, and from the lions? Lo! Peter also in a way of
fleshly zeal and apparent goodwill, yet indeed a way of abstract Socinianism-neither more nor less-would do the same labour to dissuade
and prevent Christ from going to prison and to death. It would be
impossible that Daniel should have any other thought towards his
royal master than lively gratitude for his endeavour to deliver him
out of his trouble. But behold, the great Lord and Master has at
once a stern rebuke for His servant and disciple for this piece of
Socinianism that would turn him aside from the day of His trouble,
and the work given Him to do. Not the disciple's counsel, savouring
of the things of men (in the flesh), but the Holy Spirit's word by the
Psalmist was by Him considered, attended to, and hoped for, viz.,
"The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, the name of the God of
Jacob defend thee, send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen
thee out of Zion."
So God's will is not that Daniel shall be prevented from getting
into trouble, but that he shall go to the very extremity of it, and then
be delivered out of it: and that, in the very midst of it and extremity
of it, He should make His mighty power to be known: so also in Christ's.
It was the will of God that He should go forward into all the extremity
of all the malice and hatred of men and devils, and besides this, to the
very extremity of the wrath of God due to the transgression of His
dear people, and then, but not till then, be delivered.
Oh! the unparalleled love of the dear Redeemer. Many waters could
not quench it, neither could the floods drown it-a love wherein He
gave Himself for our sins that He might deliver us from this present
evil world according to the will of God and our Father.
Daniel, when he knew that the writing was signed, set his face
toward Jerusalem, praying and giving thanks to God. Jesus, when
He knew that His hour was come, knowing all things that should
come upon Him, went forth to meet His enemies who were risen up to
eat His flesh, with the marvellous words" If ye seek me, let these go
their way." Lastly, was there an excellent spirit in Daniel, consider
Him Who had the spirit upon Him without measure in all the many
good works He showed them from His Father, and in all His testimony
to the truth and grace of God, and Who, "through the Eternal Spirit,
offered himself to God for a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour," by
the which He in our day, and once for all, perfected for ever them
that are sanctified.
We might show how it came to pass that when the Heir (of all
things) waS delivered out of all the trouble and adversity that came to
Him in consequence of His ancient Covenant engagements, these
wicked men, His murderers, that cast Him out and slew Him, were
themselves brought.into such a time of trouble when the Roman armies
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came and destroyed them, had the mastery of them, and bnrnt up their
city. These days they came nnto were to them a time of trouble
such as never was to them till then. But then how far remote was
He whom they persecuted-" the King in His beauty in the land very
far off."
Like their glorious Covenant Head, so the seed elect do all in their
order come into trouble, and are all also in due time delivered out of
it. To this effect is the precious testimony of the 37th and l07th
Psalms. As man in his first birth in natnre is born unto trouble as
the sparks fly upward, so regenerate men are born again to tronble
that is peculiar to those, and to those only, who are made righteous in
the Son of His love, unto whom J esns is made righteousness, and who
are made the righteousness of God in Him. Trouble, under bondage
to the law, trouble as quickened sinners deeply convinced of their sin
and helplessness. Delivered out of the kingdom of darkness, translated
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, they are made light in the Lord.
Delivered from reigning unbelief when J esns gives them faith;
delivered from all the trouble that springs from a hard and stony
heart when Jesus gives them true repentance. Delivered out of the
trouble of a backsliding state by the Lord's healing mercy, and by a
faith view of a precious Jesus in His mediatorial fulness; delivered
from the dreadful downcasting through the conflict with indwelling
sin, as Paul in Romans vii.-the trouble or tribulation we meet with
in the world, in our wildernesEb journey-trouble of a day, a week,
a month or a year-with God's providential deliverance out of each
and all.
H

So, still as oft as troubles come,
Our Jesus sends some cheering ray j
And that strong arm shall guide us home
Which thus protects us by the way. II

Paul would not have the brethren ignorant of the trouble that came
to him in Asia. So now to-day in Gentile England, some brethren
partakers of the heavenly calling have tronble in London, in Bristol,
in Manchester, and in other towns, and in remote places and country
villages, trouble that makes them sigh and cry; but blessed are ye
that weep now, for ye shall laugh ; but woe unto you that on the race
course, at the theatre, in the dancing room, and beside the card-table
find your all in present mirth and merriment; for living and dying
thus, and stranger to the tune of J acob's trouble, you shall mourn
and weep; and what is the testimony of Revelation xviii. but the
retributive trouble in store for all who are found adhering to Papal
Rome-" that Wicked."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THOSE whose hearts are not tuned to praise God here upon earth
will never join the song above, but are destined to fill a far different
place.
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<1tOtte£lponllence.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
DEAR SIR.
Many of the readers of the magazine during this month send me
the twelve numbers of the preceding year for my parcels abroad. It may
be there are others who would gladly send their copies for our soldiers
and sailors in foreign lands. Let us remember our brave soldiers
and sailors to send them the truth of God. It is no uncommon thing,
says a missionary to sailors at a foreign port, to meet men who have
had nothing to read for weeks, and in some cases even months.
The following is from a chaplain who has been connected with the
work for twenty-five years, and has taken charge of many of our
boxes: "Your favour to hand, for which I thank you. I am also
advised of the safe arrival of the parcels. I am just back in Edinburgh
from a visit to - - , where we have been having services with the
fishermen with considerable blessing. The Lord bless you."
From another: "You very kindly gave us a parcel of GOSPEL MAGAZINES for the soldiers, we should be very grateful for your help again."
The Mission is now carried on at Bath, having left Salisbury through
my ill-health. May I just say in response to some enquiries, that
the Mission will be conducted here in exactly the same way as it has
been in Salisbury.
54, SHAKESPEARE AVENUE,
Yours faithfully,
BATH, January, 1907.
R. E. BRIDER.

THE NESTORIAN ORPHANAGES, URMIE, PERSIA.
DEAR SIR,-Sad news reaches us from Deaconess Esther Abraham,
of the great famine in Urmie. Starving cbildren seeking help have to
be turned away from the Orphanage doors. Food is so scarce and
dear that funds have not been sufficient, so far, to provide tbe warm
clothing so sadly needed by the children in the Homes; but we are
very thankful for some help lately received towards supplying this need.
Our greatest difficulty is the condition the Orphanage buildings are
in; they are found to be unsafe throughout. We are very grateful
for the money that has come in toward rebuilding, but very much
more is needed. When we think of the warm reception and practical
sympathy that followed wherever Esther and bel' work were made
known, during her late visit to this country, we feel persuaded that
there are many others who would gladly help in this work, if they were
better acquainted with the history and needs of this intensely interesting
and unique nation of Christian Israelites.
Further information, photos, etc., will gladly be sent by
M. L. TRYON
ELMESLAE, STAMFORD. (Hon.. Sec. et Treas. to Oommittee fOT Orphan.age).
We cordially endorse this letter.-EDITOR.
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CHRISTIAN

MINIRTRY: NOT SACERDOTAL BUT
EVANGELISTIC.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A CHARGE DELIVERED IN 1867 BY THE LATE HON.
AND RIGHT REVEREND SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP
OF CARLISLE.
THIS is a subject which I have long since desired and determined to
bring before my brethren. But while the topic can assuredly never
be out. of season, so long as there exists a Church npon earth needing
a ministry, it is one which at this crisis in our ecclesiastical history
solicits attention with an especial urgency. For never was a day
when, in the conflict of opinion, the minds, more especially of the
younger clergy, were in greater danger of being misled, to their own
hurt and that of their flocks, upon this vital question.
The enquiry, then, which is now proposed for our consideration is
this-What constitutes the essence of the ministry under the Christian
dispensation 1
Now, there is no concealing the fact that two distinct and contradictory theories are held upon this subject, between which it is our
duty, as men whose usefumess in our day and generation will be
materially affected by our decision, to make a thoughtful and deliberate
choice. The one theory may be called the Sacerdotal, the other the
Evangelistic. The one, the Sacerdotal, finds its most full and complete
exhibition in the formularies of Trent and the communion of Rome.
The other, the Evangelistic, is embodied in the documents and constitution of the Protestant Church of England, with a reverend
simplicity and a chaste comeliness which justly vindicate for her the
most honourable place amongst all the daughters of the Reformation.
And first, for the Sacerdotal theory of the Christian ministry.
Before the dawn of the blessed Reformation, the minister of the
Church-I speak of course of one who had passed from the diaconate
to the higher degree of the ecclesiastical hierarchy-almost universally
claimed to be a sacrificing priest and a spiritual judge. To these
pretensions the canons and decrees of Trent gave authority and
permanency.
He came before his flock as a sacrificing priest. Clad in vestments
specially belonging to the function he was about to discharge, he
proceeded to consecrate the bread and the wine at the altar of his
god. By the process of Transubstantiation these elements were
transmuted, as the words of consecration were pronounced over them,
" the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of
Christ our Lord, and the whole substance of the wine into the substance
of His blood." 1 Thus changed, that which was once bread and wine
1 Canones et Decreta. COllcilii Tridentini, Sessio xiii. ca.p. iv.
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now became the fitting object of adoration, the sufficient victim of
sacrifice. They became, I said, the fitting object of adoration. "No
place accordingly is left for questioning the duty, incumbent upon all
the faithful in Christ, of reverently paying to this most holy sacrament
that worship of latria, which is due to the true God,. . . . for we believe
the very same God to be actually present in it, of whom the eternal
Father, when He brought Him into the world, said, 'And let all the
angels of God worship Him' :-whom the prostrate magi adored;
and whom lastly the Scripture witnesses that the apostles adored in
Galilee." 2 The bread and the wine became, I added, the sufficient
victim of sacrifice. "In the first place, therefore, the parish priests
shall instruct their flocks that the eucharist was instituted for two
purposes: the one, that it might be that heavenly nourishment of
our sonls, by means of which we may maintain and preserve our
spiritual life: the other, that the Ohurch might possess a perpetual
sacrifice, by which our sins may be expiated and our heavenly Father,
so often grievously offended by our wickednesses, may be moved
from anger to pity, from the severity of just displeasure to clemency." 3
And this sacrifice, I must further note, was available for the dead
not less than for the living. " Then, moreover, shall the parish priests
instruct their people that so great is the efficacy of this sacrifice, that
it avails not only for him who immolates it, and for him who partakes
of it; but also for all the faithfnl, whether they be still living with us
upon earth, or having already died in the Lord, have not yet been the
subjects of a full expiation." 4
But again the pre-Reformation minister presented himself to his
people-and the documents of Trent have embodied and perpetuated
the assumption-as a spiritual judge. Seated in the tribunal of the
confessional, he received into his ear the outpourings of the heart
of the penitent; he aided him in the searching investigation into his
most secret thoughts by questions many, minute, suggestive. Neither
sex, nor age, was excused from subjection to the excruciating, the
humiliating, the polluting exercise. Then, when the ordeal was
passed, was the requisite, the snitable satisfaction prescribed, and
the formal, the authoritative absolution pronounced.
The priest, I said, presented himself before his flock as a spiritual
judge. "Let him who repents of his sins . . . reverence, in the
priest who sits as a lawful judge on his case, the person and power of
Christ our Lord. For the priest, as in the case of the other sacraments,
so also in administering that of penance, discharges the functions
of Christ." 5
Fnll and entire confession was, I added, indispensable. "When,
therefore, the Lord ascribed to the priests the power of retaining and
remitting sins, it is clear that they were constituted judges in that
2
3
f,

6

Canones et Decreta. Concilii Tridentini. Sessio xiii. cap. iv.
Catechismus Romanus, Pars ii. De Sa.cro.mento Eucharistire, § 70.
Catechismus Romanus, Pars ii. De Sacramento Eucbaristioo, § 79.
Ca.techismus Romanus, Pars ii. De Sacramento Pamitentim, § 17.

•

The Gospel Magazine.

111

matter. But since, as the holy Synod of Trent has wisely cautioned
us, a true verdict cannot be come to in any matter, nor can a strict
proportion of justice be observed in exacting satisfaction for offences,
unless the case be thoroughly known and seen through, it follows,
that in the confession of penitents all their sins must, one by one, be
laid open to the priests." •
Then and only then, confession being complete, satisfaction being
made, might absolution follow, in the few but mysterious words,
"Ego te absolvo "; but when it did follow, then was blessing like
this imparted: "Reconciliation with God, which sometimes, in the
case of men of piety who receive this sacrament with devotion, is
followed by peace and serenity of conscience, with strong consolation
of spirit." 7
And whence were these twofold-these sacrificial and these judicial
-powers of the priesthood derived? and how were they transmitted?
Deposited originally with. the twelve, they were derived, it was said,
from them by the apostolic succession.
These powers were originally, it was taught, deposited with the
twelve by the Lord Himself.
Thus when having taken bread, having blessed it and broken it,
He said, "This do in remembrance of Me," He invested the apostles
with sacificial privilege and power. In like manner when, after His
resurrection, He breathed on them and said, "Whosesoever sins ye
remit, they are remitted, and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are
retained," He clothed the same apostles with those judicial functions
which are involved and exercised in the administration of the sacrament
of penance.
Nor were these tremendous prerogatives to be confined to the
apostolic college. The powers thus deposited with the twelve were
to be transmitted by the imposition of apostolic hands. As under the
Mosaic economy the priesthood dwelt exclusively in the natural
descendants of Aaron, so, under the Christian dispensation, the
ministry belonging solely to the men who could show by the tables
of a spiritual lineage that they derived their orders from Aaron's
antitype, the Lord Christ. Thus, not to weary you with too many
quotations from the documents of Rome, do we find it decreed, in the
twenty-third session of Trent, that "sacrifice and priesthood have
by the ordinance of God been so conjoined, that both of them exist
wherever a law is given. Since, therefore, under the New Testament
the Catholic Church has received, by the Lord's institution, the holy
and visible sacrifice of the Eucharist, we must also confess that she
has a new visible and external priesthood, into which the old has been
transformed. But that this office was instituted by the same Lord,
our Saviour, and that to the apostles, and to their successors in the
priesthood, was committed the power of consecrating, offering, and

I
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ministering His body and blood, as also 0/ remitting and retaining sins,
the sacred writings prove, and the Catholic Church has always
taught." 8
Such, my brethren of the clergy and of the laity, was, in brief and
rapid outline, the pre-Reformation, the Tridentine theory of the ministry of the Church. Each presbyter, each bishop, was but an articulation
in a vast ecclesiastical organism, instituted for the purpose of receiving,
exhibiting, and transmitting mighty, mysterious, stupendous sacrificial
and judicial power. And the consequences to the laity were awful
indeed. The salvation of every individual man, woman, and child
depended entirely upon his or her adhesion to the one body corporate,
in which alone these awful prerogatives resided and were perpetuated.
It might indeed be demonstrably proved from the pages of inspiration,
from the chronicles of nations, yes, and from the confessions of the
very sonS of the Church themselves, that that society had practically
departed very far from the simplicity of Christian doctrine and the
purity of Christian morals; yet were the laity at least safe so long as
they obediently followed the teaching of their divinely appointed,
their apostolically descended guides. But woe to the man, of whatever age and degree, who should venture to attach himself to a body
which might indeed pretend to proclaim scriptural doctrine, which
might indeed allege that it emulated scriptural practice, but which
had severed itself from the apostolic centre of unity and life!
I turn, secondly, to the Evangelistic theory of the Christian ministry.
In no ecclesiastical documents is that theory exhibited more clearly,
more fully, more practically, than in those of our reformed communion.
Do any enquire into the nature of the Christian ministry as it
respects those that are without the fold of the visible Church? The
answer is distinct. It is a ministry of evangelism. The Lord Jesus,
having" made perfect our redemption by His death," ordained that
the glad tidings of salvation by grace, through faith, should be proclaimed to every creature. Accordingly" He sent abroad into the
world His apostles, prophets, evangelists, doctors, and pastors: by
whose labour and ministry He gathered together a great flock in all
parts of the world, to set forth the eternal praise of His holy name."·
Would any learn what is the most weighty function of the same
ministry as regards the sheep which have been already gathered into
the fellowship of Christ's religion? Again is the reply of our formularies
unequivocal. The presbyter in the household of faith is still an
evangelist. Suffrages in the litany, prayers for the whole state of
Christ's Church militant here in earth, special intercessions for ember
seasons, collects for Sundays and holy days, all conspire to instruct
us that" all bishops and pastors should diligently preach God's Holy
Word"; that all bishops and curates should, "both by their life
and doctrine, set forth God's true and lively Word," as well as " rightly
8 Decreta et Ca.nones Concilii Trident.ini, Sessio xiv. ca.p. i.
• Form and Ma.nner of Ordering of Priests.
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and duly administer His holy sacraments." Nay, more, so thoroughly
paramount, in the judgment of the compilers of our ordination office,
is the ministry of the Word, that in that most copious, most solemn
monition which the bishop addresses to the collective body of candidates
for the presbyterate, the discipline, the sacraments of the Church are
not even once mentioned; while "teaching, premonishing, feeding,
and providing for the Lord's family," "doctrine," "exhortation,"
are named as constituting the "one thing" to which they must
" apply themselves wholly," and in the way of which they must" draw
all their cares and studies."
The value and efficiency of the ministry depends, on this hypothesis,
on the soundness of the doctrine which it propounds. Every possible
safeguard accordingly is taken to engage those to whom so high a
trust is committed to strict and unbending loyalty to the Scriptures of
truth, the sufficient, the exclusive, the infallible standard and canon
of the faith once delivered to the saints. Need I quote words which
were, on the most memorable day in the life of every presbyter here
present, addressed to him by the bishop 1 "Are you persuaded
that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrine required of
necessity for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ! and are
you determined, out of the said Scriptures, to instruct the people
committed to your charge, and to teach nothing, as required of
necessity to eternal salvation, but that which you shall be persuaded
may be concluded and proved by the Scripture 1" "Will you be
ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away all erroneous
and strange doctrines contrary to God's Word!" "Will you be
diligent in prayers, and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in such
studies as help to the knowledge of the same 1" "Be thou a faithful
dispenser of the word of God." "Take thou authority to preach the
word of God." 1 0
Nor let it be said that these are but partial citations from the offices
of our reformed communion. No; we acknowledge that coupled with
the words which we have just recited occur those memorable utterances,
" Receive ye the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a priest in the
Church of God, now committed unto thee by the imposition of our
hands. Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven; and whose
sins thou dost retain they are retained." But we note herein a doubly
significant divergence from the Roman Pontifical. For therein the
words, "Receive thou the Holy Ghost: whosesoever sins thou shalt
remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins thou
shalt retain, they are retained," are preceded by an important addition,
while they are succeeded by no qualification whatever. -They are
preceded, I say, by an important addition: "The pontiff," so the
rubric runs, " delivers to each candidate for the priesthood successively
a chalice with wine and water, and a paten with a host lying upon it " ;
he then says to each one, ~'Receive thou power to offer sacrifice to
10
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God, and to celebrate masses as well for the living as for the dead."
They are followed by no qualification whatever: no Bible is placed
in the hands of the candidate, no recognition of the Scriptures as the
criterion of truth is to be found throughout the service, no distinct
commission to "preach the Word." Not until we come to the consecration of bishops is any certain honour paid to the written Word;
and that is quickly tarnished by the mention, as endued with co-ordinate
authority, of patristic tradition and papal prerogative.
Surely Bishop Jewel-and remember that his apology is an authoritative document of the Church of England-was a true expositor of
the mind of our reformers when he gave forth these burning words:
"We say that Christ hath given to His ministers power to bind, to
loose, to open, to shut: and that the office of loosing consisteth in
this point, that the minister should either ofier, by the preaching 0/
the Gospel, the merits of Christ and full pardon to such as have lowly
and contrite hearts, and do unfeignedly repent them, pronouncing unto
the same a sure and undoubted forgiveness of their sins, and hope of
everlasting salvation; or else that the minister, when any have ofiended
their brothers' minds with a great ofience, and with a notable and open
fault, whereby they have, as it were, banished and made themselves
strangers from the .. _ body of Christ, then, after perfect amendment
of such persons, doth reconcile and restore them to the unity of the
faithful. We say also that the minister doth execute the authority
of binding and shutting, as often as he shutteth up the gate of the
kingdom of heaven against unbelieving and stubborn persons,
denouncing unto them God's vengeance and everlasting punishment;
or else when he doth quite shut them out from . . . the Church by
open excommunication. And touching the keys, wherewith they
may either shut or open the kingdom of heaven, we, with Chrysostom,
say, that they be ' the knowledge of the Scriptures'; with Tertullian
we say, they be ' the interpretation of the law'; and, with Eusebius,
we call them 'the word of God.' Moreover, that Christ's disciples
did receive this authority, not that they should hear the private con/ess·ions
of the people, and listen to their whisperings, as the common massing
priests rw everywhere nowaMys,. . . . but to the end they should go,
they should teach, they should publish ab1'Oad the Gospel, and be unto
the believing a sweet savour 0/ life unto life, and to the unbelielFing and
unfaithful a savour of death unto death. . . . Seeing then the key,
whereby the way and entry to the kingrwm of God is open to us, is the
word 0/ the Gospel and the expounding 0/ the law and Scriptures, 'cc
say plainly, where the same word is not, there is not the key." 11
Not that we are therefore taught to depreciate either ecclesiastical
order or divine sacraments.
With regard to the former, we learn, to cite once more the words of
Jewel, "That the minister ought lawfully, duly, and orderly to be
preferred to that office of the Church of God; and that no man hath
11
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power to wrest himself into the holy ministry at his own pleasure and
list." And then in respect of the outward model upon which the
Christian society should be framed, we are instructed that episcopacy
alone is discernible in the record of the New Testament Scriptures.
"We believe," I quote again from Jewel, "that there be divers degrees
of ministers in the Church; whereof some be deacons, some priests,
some bishops; to whom is committed . . . the whole charge and
setting forth of religion."
But then with regard to the ministers so ordained, we gather from
our formularies that an inward personal vocation by Him who is
emphatically "the Spirit of Truth," should precede the reception
of thc outward official commission. Hence the question whichin varying form, but with uniform intent--is addressed to the candidate
for either one of the three orders of the Illinistry, in the corresponding
office of our Church, "Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by
the Holy Ghost to take upon you this office and ministration, to serve
God for the promoting of His glory, and the edifying of His people? " 12
And so, as concerns the outward framework of the Christian society,
we maintain that episcopacy is so great a blessing, so high a privilege,
that we can never thank God enough that it hath been preserved
to our Church and nation. But we are taught, by the practice not
less than by the precept of the compilers of our Prayer-book, to add
that the truth, as it is in Jesus, is a greater treasure, and the possession
of it a higher privilege still; and that they are more really built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, who, less favoured than
ourselves, in the humbler, the homelier setting of a northern Presbyterianism, exhibit the image of Christ, than they who in the more
ancient, the more gorgeous framework of an Italian episcopacy,
delight to show forth the glories of Mary in place of those of her Son. 13
Nay, more,.to ·come nearer home, we doubt not that Archbishop
Sancroft did but express the mind of the Fathers of the Reformation,
when he bade the clergy of the province of Canterbury " assure Olll'
brethren the Protestant dissenters, that we are really and sincerely
irreconcilable enemies to the errors, superstitions, idolatries, and
tyrannies of the Church of Rome"; and" we would warmly and
most affectionately exhort them to join with us in daily fervent
prayer to the God of peace for the universal blessed union 0/ all reformed
Ohurches both at home and abroad against our common enemies: that
all they who do confess the holy name of our dear Lord, and do agree
in the truth of His holy word, may also meet in one holy communion,
and live in perfect unity and godly love." 14
In like manner with regard to the divine sacraments, which it is
a special duty of Christ's servants to dispense; we hold them to be
effectual means of grace, but always in subordination to, in cooperation with, the Word. Let baptism be administered intelligently,
la
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prayerfully, believingly, as respects those who gather round the font:
then, not by any official power inherent in him who bathes that little
c;me, that adult, in the sacred flood, but by virtue of prayer to God,
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, is privilege, yea, and as we must
assume till the contrary is proved, is grace also conferred on the
recipient. Let the bread and the wine be received intelligently,
prayerfully, believingly, as respects those who assemble at " the Lord's
board"; then, not in virtue of the uttered words of the consecrating
celebrant, but by force of the unseen faith of the recipient guest,
not" objectively" but" subjectively," does the believing communicant
spiritually eat the flesh of Christ and drink His blood-then doth
Christ spiritually dwell in His true disciple, and His true disciple in
Him."
And herein we are reminded of the vast difference, as respects the
determination of the spiritual standing of individuals, between the two
theories of the Christian ministry which have now been laid before you.
In the one the objective element predominates, in the other the subjective
takes the lead. Embrace the sacerdotal theory, and the first and
chief enquiry of the anxious soul will be directed outwards, to the
notes of the visible communion with which it is in fellowship. Submit
to the evangelistic theory, and it will be your primary desire to see
within your bosom the certain workings of an inward and spiritual
grace. In the one case the question will be, "Am I, by dutiful
allegiance to the authorized human priesthood, maintaining my union
with that great visible corporation which claims to be called the
Catholic Church 1" In the other case the scrutiny will be this, " Am
I, by a living faith in Jesus, the Son of God, proving that His Gospel
has come unto me not in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance 1 "
Nor may we conceal from ourselves the very serious ecclesiastical
issues which depend upon our decision.
Let the sacerdotal theory of the Christian ministry be adopted,
even with those modifications which, as it is fondly believed by its
advocates amongst ourselves, vindicate for it an Anglican as distinguished from a Roman character, and it becomes a matter of the
greatest difficulty-to honest and straightforward minds well-nigh an
impossibility-to justify our national secession from the Latin
obedience in the sixteenth century. Pleas such as we have lately
seen alleged for continuance in our" schism," drawn from the so-called
"mission" of the English hierarchy, may possibly for a time answer
the purpose of quieting unsettled spirits within the limits of our seagirt island: but they leave them under a constraining obligation to
worship in the sanctuaries, and to make use of the ministrations of
Rome in those lands beyond the seas where she has, on this theory,
sole authority. Will they not, have they not, must they not, ultimately
See Appendix C; and the author's Sermon
Drinking Christ's Blood."
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prove utterly futile to keep these troubled ones back, as the power
of an irresistible fascination draws them nearer and nearer, and finally
absorbs them altogether in that foredoomed apostacy, " whichmisappropriating the terms Holy, Catholic-practically interpolates
the creed with the words Visible and Roman 1
On the other hand, let the evangelistic theory of the Christian
ministry be retained, and our position as sons and servants of the
Protestant Church of England becomes definite, clear, firm, impregnable.
We were delivered at the blessed Reformation from an enormous
sacerdotal usurpation. We were brought back into the clear light
and shining of the Gospel. With all our faults, all our shortcomings,
we have for three centuries rejoiced in belonging to a " congregation
of faithful men, in the which the pure word of God is preached, and the
sacraments are duly administered, according to Christ's ordinance
in all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same." 17 We
hail, as helpers of our joy, all those His faithful servants who, loyal
to these simple, these Scriptural principles, come to us, determined
to know nothing amongst us but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
We reject, even though they present themselves as angels of light,
all who, assuming a dominion over our faith, would corrupt us from
the simplicity that is in Christ: for this is our watchword, for ourselves
and for our children for ever, "Stand fast in the liberty with which
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage." 18
But yet once again, apart from individual and ecclesiastical considerations, pastoral concemments of an eminently practical character
are involved in the decision which we are called upon to make between
the sacerdotal and the evangelistic theories of the Christian service.
That service is pre-eminently one "for the salvation of mankind."
It is God's own appointed instrument for the " accomplishment of
the number of His elect and the hastening of His kingdom." But
it is only an instrument. He Himself, by the quickening power of
the Holy Ghost, is the mighty agent: "Salvation is of the Lord."
How needful then that the instrument should be one of His making,
His tempering, His appointing! For such, and only wch, will He
second and bless-such, and only such, shall share with Him, if' the
expression may for a moment be permitted, the glorious name of
" Saviour "-" thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee." ,.
Adopt then and act upon an unsound theory of the Christian ministry,
and, whatever may be the present semblance of success, the only
possible nltimate issue shall be that foretold in the words, "Can the
blind lead the blind 1 shall they not both fall into the ditch 1 "20
Embrace and carrry out in practice a true theory of the Christian
ministry, and whatsoever may be the discouragements of the passing
16 2 Thess. ii. 2, 8.
See Archdeacon Wordswol'th on St. Paul's Prophecy
concerning the Man of Sin. Rivingtons.
17 Article XIX.
18 Gal. v. l.
111 1 Tim. iv. 16.
20 Luke vi. 39.
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hour, ye shall "doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing your
sheaves with you.""
But how shall our choice be determined 1 To what· touchstone,
what criterion, shall we bring these conflicting, these incompatible
theories of the Christian ministry 1 How shall we that hold the
King's commission ascertain whether it is to be read as constituting
us priests, or as making us evangelists 1 Surely we must betake ourselves to the King's written instructions. As Churchmen, as Christians,
we can give but one reply to this enquiry, so long as the Sixth Article
of Religion remains unrepealed, so long as the sixteenth and seventeenth
verses of the third chapter of the Second Epistle to Timothy remain
uncancelled. "What saith the Scripture 1 "22 "To the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." 2 3
Yes, turn with me, my brethren, to infallible pages. Go not to
the pre-Reformation era; pause not even at the days of an undivided
visible Church; the writers of those ages are not safe expositors of
truth, the traditions of Christendom had even then long entered upon
a phase similar to that which, in the case of Jewry, called forth the
searching rebuke of Incarnate Wisdom, "Why do ye also transgress
the commandment of God by your tradition 1 " . . . "Thus have ye
made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.""
No, we will not appeal even to the Fathers of the Reformation themselves
as arbiters in this momentous controversy. True indeed it is that
we may well" entertain for the martyrs and confessors to whom, under
H,m who raised them up and enlightened and strengthened them,
we owe that great deliverance of the sixteenth century, a far deeper
feeling of reverence than for any guides which the Church has had since
the apostles.""
"There were" moral and spiritual "giants in
those days." But they were still men. And the question before us is
vital. No! we must appeal to the My<a TOU eEOU-" What
saith the Lord 1 "
And truly materials for the formation of a scriptural judgment
upon the matter are sufficiently plentiful. No one, my reverend brethren,
and my brethren of the laity, who has not read the entire New Testament
record through, for the express purpose of ascertaining the mind of
the inspired writers upon the subject at issue, can have auy idea how
various, how copious, are the instructions they communicate concerning
the Christian ministry. It would almost seem as if this were the one
object which the Holy Ghost had kept ever in view. For indeed not
a gospel, not all' epistle, not even the apocalypse, fails to contribute
its full measure of unerring instruction. The internal conflicts and
trials of Christian Churches in Palestine, in Asia Minor, in Achaia, and
" PsaIID Cx.xVl.
'6 .
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.. Matt. xv. 3. 6. See for the earl?! J;'athers, Appendix D.
!5 Bishop O'Brien on the Nature and the Effects of Faith; Preface to Edition
of 1863, page L"':.i. The Bishop cites, as witness to this truth, Archdeacon Ha.re,
in Note W to his Mission Oft/le Ocm'fOTIer. pp. 705·712.

The Gospel Magazine.

119

Italy, seem all to be spread before us: the personal histories of Peter,
and John, and Barnabas, and Paul, seem all to be submitted unreservedly to our gaze, in order that we may learn from them, not less than
from the three distinctly pastoral letters addressed to Timothy and to
Titus, what are the qualifications the Christian minister should possess,
what are the objects at which he should aim, what are the functions
which he should discharge.
And what is the verdict of the Book of God when thus consulted upon
the question before us to-day ~
Without hesitation I reply, that the Scriptures decide unequivocally
against the pretensions of sacerdotalism.
They do so by their silence.
Where, when admitted, as I have just remarked, into the inner life
of pastors and Churches, do we find the sacrament of penance, or
the sacrifice of the mass ~ Nowhere! aud yet on the sacerdotal
theory they ought to have been everywhere! "It is surely "-as was
very well spoken many years ago-" not only improbable, but, on
the supposition of the apostolic inspiration, quite inconceivable, that
the priestly attributes, if they really existed in the Christian ministry,
should not have taken their place, at all events in these elaborate
charges to pastors which yet, in this view, omit the most awful part of
their office. If they have any existence at all, they are not capable,
as we have seen, of a secondary place,. and universal experience, and
an experience too even under our own eyes, has, I will not say, rendered
it probable, but demonstrated, as far as such a term is applicable
to a moral truth, that everything else in our relations to God and to
our flocks will be absolutely subordinated to them. No man, holding
the Christian priesthood, in the Romanist sense, could have written to
those who bore the office as the apostles have written: he would never
have said what they have said, nor adopted the tone and manner in
which they have said it; nor, on the other hand, have omitted what
they have omitted: and yet, neither omission nor assertion, in inspired
men, who were to constitute, in their writings, the canon of Christian
truth, could possibly have happened, but by the special overruling
of the Spirit by which they spake." 2 0
It is indeed possible, if we draw nigh to the pages of Holy Writ with
the determination to discover some support for a system in which
the heart's affectious are already implicated, to point to isolated
texts, here one and there another, which at first sight may seem
susceptible of an interpretation in harmony with our opinions. But
such suffrages entirely fail to succour us, when that canon of interpretation which bids us prophesy according to the proportion of the faith 21
re-asserts its supremacy.
Thus, for example, it has been urged that the verb 7rOtiW--rOiiTO
1rolflT! €i ~ ri/v ifH)Y UVd.pVqfTtl, 2 a-has in the Septuagint the same
" Archdea=n Garhett's Bamplon Lectu"es (for 1842), vo!. i. pp. 185, 186.
n Rom. xii. 6.
2S Luke xxii. 19.
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sacrificial import as that which has been ascribed to the Latin verb
" facio." 2. And then we have been called upon to recognize in those
memorable syllables, "This do in remembrance of Me," "hoc facite in
meam commemorationem," the institution of an expiatory oblation in
the eucharistic service. But the verb 7ro<iw has also, in more than
five hundred passages in which it occurs in the pages of the New
Testament, the ordinary significance of the vernacular" do." VIe
are at liberty, therefore, nay rather we are under a moral obligation,
to ascertain whether there is a Scriptural necessity to admit the unusual,
the forced, exposition of these words in place of their common, their
natural rendering. The result of our enquiry is-for the speech of
Scripture is not less emphatically antisacrificial than its silence"take the verb 7i'o<iw in its ordinary sense as it is uttered by the
Master, and learn from Him to keep a feast, not to offer a sacrifice,
at the table of the Lord." For read only the Epistle to the Hebrews,
and you must come to the conclusion that there remaineth upon earth,
now that Jesus the Son of God is passed into the heavens, neither
priest, nor altar, nor sacrifice for sin! 30 Shall the uniform and
emphatic teaching of this, yea and of the other epistles also, on this
subject, be neutralized by the adoption, in this one passage, of a
technical sense of the verb 7i'o<iw, elsewhere unknown to the New
Testament? Or shall the universal testimony of these supreme
documents of the Christian economy exclude the exceptional, and
confine us to the usual rendering of the word? To such a question
there can, I conceive, be but one legitimate answer.
Once more, it is possible to affirm that those memorable verses, the
twenty-second and twenty-third of the twentieth chapter of St. .John,
invest the Christian priesthood with that judicial power which is said
to be exercised in the administration of the sacrament of penance.
But another interpretation is also possible, one which makes the
passage in question-in its primary intention, the basis of the plenary
inspiration of apostolic Scriptures-in its secondary application, the
guarantee that, so far as your preaching and mine is consistent with
those Scriptures, our declarations, whether of acquittal or condemnation,
respecting the sinners with whom we have to deal, shall be ratified
by the Judge of all. 3 ' Which exposition shall be accepted? Study
the Epistle to the Romans, and you must come to the conclusion that,
as to the means by which they can be absolved and remitted, the
distinction between pre-baptismal and post-baptismal sin has no
warranty of Holy Scripture, for that with regard to both, by direct
believing access to Christ alone, the word remains in fullest force,
29 " The plea from hoc facite, when flJ.'st set up, was abundantly answered by
a. very learned Romanist; I mean the excellent Picherell, who wrote about

1562, and died in 1590. Protestants also have often confuted it; and the Papists
themselves, several of them, have long ago given it up."
Waterlnnd, 'Works)
vel. viii. pp. 194, 195; cited by Goode, D·j,vim Rule, vel. ii. p. 152.
30 Appendix E.
See also author's Sermon on Heb. xiii. 10.
31 See the 8outhor's Cha.rge of 1864, pp. 55, 56; and his Sermon on the
H Apostolic Commission and Auricular Confession."
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"Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ." So that indeed the judicial power of the
priesthood, iuterposing as it does the person of the minister and the
works of the penitent between that penitent and Jesus, is "against
the~true Christian liberty," and worthy only of " the time of blindness
and ignorance."

32

Truly sacerdotalism must needs be sustained, if sustained at all,
by other than Scriptural proof.
Far different is it with regard to the evangelistic theory of the
ministry.

Here also the very silence of Holy Scripture is highly significant.
The Sacraments, of Baptism and the Supper of the Lord, were ordained
of Christ Himself. But even they are thrown into the shade by the
K{IPvYf'a-Aoyo~-TOii ~Tavpoii.
In the pastoral epistles neither of
them is even once certainly named.
In the other apostolic
writings the position they occupy is distinctly subordinate. "Christ
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel; 3' that is, we may
well believe, not that the apostle would disparage baptism, but that
he would have it emphatically stated, and fully understood, that the
grand, the pre-eminent function of the ministry with which he was
put in trust, was the" proclamation of peace by Jesus Christ.""
And so it is even until now. Still is neither the font, nor the table,
but the pUlpit" the parson's joy and throne."
For note well the names, styles, and titles by which the servants
of Jesus Christ are designated in the pages of the New Testament
volume!
The term 1fPfU~, consecrated though it was by the inspired usage
of the Old Testament economy, has altogether disappeared as the
divinely authorized official designation of the ministers of God; that
of ;rpf(ff3{ITfPO~ has taken its place in the Christian dispensation.
The very apostles themselves seem to rejoice in this as not their least
houourable distinction in the household of faith. 3. "The elder unto
the elect lady," saith St. John: "The elders which are among you
I exhort, who am also an elder," saith St. Peter. 3 6 Now mark the
qualifications which are to be kept in view in the selection of these
" elders" or "presbyters": they must be "apt to teach" 3'_

3& 11

32 Homily of Repentance, Part ii.
331 Cor. i.I?
3t Act·sx. 36.
In truth the word presbyter doth seem more fit, and in propriety of

speech more agreeable than priest, with the drift of the whole Gospel of
Jesus Christ. For what are they that embrace the Gospel, but sous of God?
'Vhat are Churches, but His families?
Seeing therefore we receive the
adoption and state of sons by their ministry I whom God hath chosen out
for that pill"pOSe; seeing also that when we are the SOllS of God, our continuance is still under their care which were our progenitors, what better title
could there be given them than the reverend name of presbyters, or fa.therly
guides? The Holy Ghost throu.gh01tt the body of the New Testament, making so
much mention of tlumz" dolh 1Wt anywhere call them priests."-Hooker,
E. P. iii. 78.
" 1 T'lm. 111.
... 2 .
38 Appendix F.
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they must "in doctrine hold fast the faithful word" 3 '-it is when
they have laboured "in the word and doctrine" that they are to
" be counted worthy of double honour." 3. And so it is with regard
to the other names given to the servants of Jesus Christ. They are
"apostles, prophets, teachers," 40 "evangelists," 41 "messengers," 42
" ambassadors," 43 " heralds,"" And each one of these terms implies
either the delivery of a message, the teaching of a lesson, the propounding of a doctrine, or the proclamation of a decree. The same statement
holds good in the case of the metaphorical designations given by
inspiration to the ministers of God. They are "sowers," 4' and
" builders," 4 6 and "fathers," 41 and "nurses." '" 8 But if so, "the
sower soweth the word," 48 the foundation is Christ set forth in the
word, '0 the "incorruptible seed" by which souls are born again is
still "the Gospel which is preached'" 1 unto them, and it is still
" the sincere milk of the word" 5 2 by which they are nourished unto
spiritual maturity. In like manner are we " workmen"? Vve cannot
as such be "approved to God," unless we "rightly divide the word
of truth." 5 3 Have we to "war the good warfare" ? 5' It is " for
the defence and confirmation of the Gospel" that we are" set." 5 5
Are we the "guides," the "rulers" of the people of God? The
ground on which we may lawfully claim their allegiance is that" we
have spoken unto them the word of the Lord." 5 6
Nor does that well-known passage establish any the least exception,
in which it is written: "Let a man so account of us, as to the ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God." 5 7 For observe
particularly what these "mysteries of God" in the terminology of
the New Testament Scriptures really are. "In the terminology," I
say, "of the New Testament Scriptures"; for some, bringing an
uninspired usage of the term "mystery" to the interpretation of
the inspired record, have contended that here at least the sacerdotal
character of the Christian ministry is recognized, for that by the
mysteries of God are signified His sacraments. 5 6 But indeed it is
not so! Examine carefully the several passages, text and context,
in which the word occurs, and you will be led to the inevitable conclusion
that the" mysteries," of which we are stewards, are those blessed
38 Titus i. 9; aVTEXOpEJ/0Jl Toii ,,:aTa n/J! oloax,)v 1l'"tUToii AOyOV.
400 1 Cor. xii. 28.
:sa 1 Tiro. Y. 17.
U Epb. iv. 11.
n Rev. i. 20.
fo3 2 Cor. v. 20.

'·1 Tiro. ii. 7;

a. preacher, Kr,pV~.
Matt. xiii. 3. John iv. 36, 37.
46 1 Cor. ili. 10.
u 1 Cor. iv. 15.
48 1 Thess. ii. 7.
4.9 Mal'k iv. 14.
60 1 Peter ii. 3-8.
ri1 1 Peter i. 23, 25.
&2 1 Peter ii. 2.
&3 2 Tiro. ii. 15.
54 1 Tiro. 1. 18.
55 Phi!. i. 7. 17.
"Rb
... 7, 1 7.
"10 or. IV.
. 1.
e . XIll.
158 Baptism, and the Lord's Supper are never in Scripture even once ca.lled
11 mysteries."
The mysteries in it a.re 1I the Incarna.tion," 1 Tim. iii. 16; 11 the
union of Christ and His Church," Eph. Y. 32;
the incorporation of the
Gentiles into the Church," Eph. iii. 3, 6; 1I the ingathering of the Jews,"
Rom. xi. 25; 11 the great apostasy,lt 2 Thess. i1. 7; 11 the resurrection of the
body," 1 Cor. xv. 51 and the" mystery of God It Rev. x, 7.
U
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Gospel truths which natural "eye hath not seen," which natural
" ear hath not heard," and which have not entered into the natural
" heart to conceive," but which" God hath revealed unto us by His
Spirit."" Let me cite but one proof-it will be found in the sixth
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, immediately following the
picture of the "panoply of God" :-" Praying always," saith the
apostle, "for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel, for
which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly,
as I ought to speak." 60
But again, I would invite you to notice the full instruction on the
question now before us, which may be derived from the very wording
itself of the Min,:sterial Commission as it is, in varying form, registered
in the inspired records of the Christian Church. Preaching in every
case stands prominently forward as the great and characteristic
ordinance of the Gospel dispensation in all the stages of its development
-BOUKE Tit (lp'I'lU J1ov-lloi,uao ETit 7rpo{3ura JlOV-BOO'KE rh 7rp6{3aTa flov G1
-twice Boun, once only IIoi,uao!E.
I

In all stages, I remarked, of the Gospel dispensation is this prominence
given, in the inculcation of ministerial obligations, to the preaching
of the Word. Of this being so in the initial stage, there can, of course,
be no doubt. "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to
every creature." 62 "It behoved Christ to suffer and to rise again
from the dead, and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 63
Nor can it be maintained that to them that were withont, to the
unbaptized, the apostles and elders were indeed d'PVf:E~, " heralds" ;
bnt that to the initiated, the disciples, they became "PE;~, "priests."
By no means. Still does preaching, teaching, instruction stand forth
as the great ministerial function. "Go, make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them . . . teaching them to observe all things "hatsoever
I have commanded yon." 64 Mark well this apostolic commissionafter baptism it enjoins instruction still. To this same effect is the
charge given to Timothy with regard to the Church over which the
Holy Ghost had made him overseer: "Take heed to thyself and to
the doctrine." "-" I charge thee therefore, before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing
and His kingdom; preach the word; be instant m season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine . . .
But watch thou in all things . . . do the work of an evangelist, make
full proof of thy ministry." 66 And in strict accordance with this
conviction of the supreme importance of the preaching of the word,
even in regularly constituted Churches, were the considerations by
511

61

63
C5

1 Cor. ii. 7·10.
John xxi. 15,16,17.
Luke xxiv. 46,47.
1 Tim. iy. 16.
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which Timothy was to be guided in the choice and appointment of
presbyters: "The things that thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses, the same co=it thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also." 67
Time bids me hasten forward. I therefore invite you to note, in
further prosecution of the enquiry now before us, the recorded practice
of the apostles and their immediate successors. Still is the unfaltering
reply, " Necessity is laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not
the Gospel." 6 6 Passing by, as irrelevant to the matter under
immediate investigation, the ministry exercised for the searching out
and the bringing in of the lost sheep, I invite your attention at once
and exclusively to the ministry exercised with regard to those already
within the fold. It is still throughout, pre-eminently, emphatically,
a ministry of "the Word." Let St. Paul be heard as, at Miletus, he
reviews his three years' labours at Ephesus: "I kept back nothing
that was profitable unto you, but have showed you and have taught
you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews,
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ." . . . "Wherefore I take you to record this
day that I am pure from the blood of all men; for I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of God." 6. Or let the same apostle
himself inform us how he dealt with the Churches in general: "Christ
. . . Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus :
whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working, which
worketh in me mightily." 7 0
Or, viewing this part of our subject from another point of observation, mark the paramount importance attached to doctrine in all the
apostolic addresses to the flock and its pastors. Not one single word
is there about external criteria of mission, commission, or descentnot one single word is there about the alleged distinction between
contrition and attrition, about sacramental penance and priestly absolution, about the comparative value of actual or spiritual co=union
in one or both kinds; but many, very many, words about sound
doctrine, exhortations" earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered
to the saints" ; 7 1 entreaties to take heed lest their "minds hould
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ," 7' admonitions
not to receive into the house, nay not even to bid God speed to any
who bring not the doctrine of Christ, 7 3 charges to reject as " accursed"
even" an angel from heaven," if his gospel be abhorrent to the Gospel
of Christ. 7 •
(To be concluded, God willing, next month).
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PARVO.

THE week of united prayer throughout the world, organized by the
Evangelical Alliance, appears to have been this year very widely
observed. We view this fact as one of hopeful portent.--The
January issue of the Palestine Exploration Fund "Quarterly State·
ment," lately published, is full of information. In addition to the
interesting Editorial" Notes," several articles of a distinctly instructive
character appear, amongst which is one on the memorable siege of
Jerusalem by Titus, from the pen of the Rev. J. C. Nevin; another on
" Ancient Palestine," by Stanley A. Cooke, M.A.; while Mr. Macalister,
M.A., who returned to Jerusalem last autumn, recounts the particulars
of Dr. Perry's tour in the Holy Land in 1743; and Mr. E. W. G.
Masterman, M.A., deals with the site of Chephirah, of Benjamin, and
tells many informing things about the trees and shrubs of Palestine.
The papers on "The Immovable East," by Philip J. Baldensperger,
and "The Bedouin of the Sinaitic Peninsula," by W. E. Jeunings·
Bramley, are continued, and the Rev. W. F. Birch, M.A., begins a very
striking article, the object of which is to establish the theory that
Golgotha was situated on the ridge of Mount Zion.--The Secretary
of the Protestant Alliance, Mr. Henry Fowler, has compiled statistics
from Roman Catholic authorities, showing the progress of Roman
Catholicism in the British Empire, according to its official figures.
The total number of Archbishops and Bishops of the Roman Corn·
munion in Great Britain is 27, an increase of 13 over that of 1851.
Priests have risen in number from 944 to 4,024. Of this number
2,636 belong to the Secular Clergy, and 1,388 to the Regulars, i.e., to
the various Orders. Many of the latter are French exiles. Churches,
chapels, and stations now number 2,076, as against 683 in 1851. During
the same period Religious Houses of men (monks) have increased from
17 to 311, and those of women from 53 to 783. Whereas there were
11 Colleges in 1851, there are now 40. The total number of Archi·
episcopal and Episcopal Sees, Vicariates-Apostolic, and PrefecturesApostolic in the British Empire is 182; in 1859 the number was 93. Of
Roman Catholic Chaplains, 16 are attached to the Army, 9 Chaplains
and 14 others to the Navy. Besides these Chaplains in the Navy with
fixed allowances, 130 priests receive capitation allowances.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY

OF

THE SOCIETY.

THE Secretary is preparing an Illustrated History of the Society, which
it is proposed to publish in the autumn. The price of the volume will
be about 2s. 6d.; and it will, it is hoped, prove an interesting souvenir
of the Centenary Year of the Institution. It will contain portraits of
many eminent servants of the Lord who have entered into rest, and
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who in their day and generation nobly supported the Society, because
of its adherence to the doctrines of sovereign and distinguishing grace,
and because of the nature and extent of its work. The Committee
will keep the Million Shilling Fund open until the end of 1907, in order
that every friend of the Lord's aged poor throughout the land may
have the opportunity of helping to make the Homes self-supporting,
thus enabling the consolidation and extension of the pensions to
go on without hindrance.
A sketch of one of the country pensioners may encourage the faith
of some of our readers, and provide an illustration of the blessing God
is pleased to make the Society to His aged and poor people. It is a
small house in a row, called by courtesy a four-roomed house, but really
it has only two rooms large enough to deserve the name, and they are
about the size of a railway-carriage. The furniture in the living-room
is old but comfortable.· There are an armchair and one or two other
chairs, and a little, nearly worn-out couch. A grandfather's clock
ticks merrily in the place of honour opposite the window, and in a
corner stands a mangle, over which has been thrown an antimacassar.
It is the home of two sisters, both more than 70 years of age, one
quite an invalid, and the other able to work a little, but very thin and
frail. She left the wash-tub to talk to me. "Are you still washing ~ "
I asked. "I am only able, since my illness, to do our own," she said,
" for sister is so ill sometimes that she must be carefully nursed, and
she is not able to help herself in the least, so that I cannot now earn
the few shillings that I used to get for my work." "But we have much
to be thankful for. The Lord is not ·unmindful of us," remarked her
sister. "No, indeed, and we have had a proof of that lately. I don't
know what· we should do without the Aged Pilgrims' pension. It
comes so regularly we can count on it." "How much do you have ~ "
I enquired. "Seven guineas a year, paid quarterly, and it is a great
blessing." " Do you get this quarter's money in time for Christmas ~ "
I asked. "Oh, yes, it has come already, and such a beautiful thing
has happened." "Ab," said her sister, " she came upstairs to me with
the tears running down her cheeks. I asked her what was the matter,
but she could not tell me; she could only say, 'Oh, praise the Lord.' "
" What was it then!" "It was extra money that came as a Christmas
present in addition to the usual pension. I had been praying for a
little more help, and there it was! "
We were all three quiet for a minute, for tears were in our eyes. And
then the sister said :11

His very word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
The God Who rolls the stars along
Speaks aJl the promises."

" And," she added, " we shall be taken care of to the very end, for His
promises will last longer than we do, and not one of them fails."
May the love of Christ constrain many to render prompt, loving,
gracious help to the poor and needy of God's family to-day.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
" THE voice oflthe Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of
majesty "-and it certainly was heard distinctly last month in the
terrible earthquake which visited the island of Jamaica, wrecking the
port-town of Kingston, destroying numbers of lives, and, it is said, two
millions' worth of property. Another feature in the exercise of
J ehovah's awful power on the occasion was seen in the subsidence of
the sea-bottom and the submergence of the quays and those parts of
the ruined town which abutted on the shore. The description of the
event which has appeared in the papers was most solemn, especially
as it was published at the very moment when prominent teachers of
religion in England were daringly denying the attributes-and indeed
the Being of the Most High. It is a somewhat remarkable coincidence
that the article which appears as our " Family Portion" in the present
issue was penned very shortly be/ore the terrible occurrence in Jamaica.
Truly, God's judgments are" in the earth," but there seem to be but
few among us who are disposed to "learn righteousness." This
deplorable fact leads us to conclude that a jealous GOD will display
His holy wrath by performing more" terrible things in righteousness."

The Islington Clerical Meeting, held in the Mildmay Conference Hall
last month, under the chairmanship of the Vicar of Islington (Rev.
C. J. Procter) was remarkable for its unanimous protest against any
attempt on the part of Convocation to obtain legal sanction for the use
of the Mass Vestments in the administration of the Lord's Supper in the
Established Church. The meeting was attended, it is stated, by about
a thousand Evangelical clergymen, and among those who took part in
making the faithful protest were the Dean of Canterbmy, the Dean of
Norwich, and the Dean of Peterborough. It is to be hoped that the
voice of this representative gathering of Evangel,ical clergy will be
heard and heeded by our rulers in Church and State, and that the
dangerous experiment proposed to. be tried on the National Church will
not be proceeded with. For the overthrow of the Establishment
would certainly ensue were the idolatrous Mass Service in any way
authorized by law.
The opening of " George Williams's House" (13, Russell Square) as
the national headquarters of the Y.M.C.A. was celebrated last month
by the passing of a resolution of profound thankfulness for the event.
The meeting was held in the house, and was presided over by Lord
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Kinnaird, President. Mr. Howard Williams, on behalf of the family,
formally presented the lease (which has to run for some 30 years) to
the Council. A luncheon followed at the Hotel Russell, at which a
number of prominent supporters of the Y.M.C.A. movement were
present, including Bishop Taylor-Smith (Chaplain-General of the
Forces), the Rev. Dr. Hanson, Sir Thomas Fowell-Buxton, and the
Rev. F. B. Meyer. Referring to the new building, Lord Kinnaird, in a
brief speech, said that it was entirely owing to the kindness and
liberality of Sir George Williams's son that they were in a position to
use the house for the organizing work of the Y.M.C.A.

J!\.CUlCW£i anb jJ).,otiCC£i of 1500!t£i.
GOD'S WAY OF REVIVAL. A Meditation for the New Year. By
K. B. Pp. 19. Price one penny, or 5s. per 100. (London':
W. Wileman, 55, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.;
or, from the Author, Netley Cottage, Folkestone.)
This spiritual gem-but a booklet in size-comes from the pen of
a much afflicted servant of Christ, and is rich in wise counsels and
timely testimonies. If only the exercised saints of God were to study
and follow the precepts of the Word as set forth in the pages of this
sagacious little publication, their pilgrimage Zionward would become
less wearisome, their daily conflicts more victorious, and their peace
of soul less subject to frequent variation. We cordially hope that
all lovers of the pure truth will distribute widely this NeIV Year
message.
.~

THE EPISTLE.oF ST. PAUL TO PHILEMON. A Devotional Commentary.
By the Rev. A. H. DRYSDALE, D.D. Pp. 186. Price 2/-.
(London: Religious Tract Society.)
This volume is a number in the excellent series of "Devotional
Commentaries" edited by the Rev. A. R. Buckland, and is thoroughly
up to the high standard attained by its predecessors. This exquisitely
touching Epistle has always occupied a precious place in the hearts of
God's people as biographically illustrating the operations of the
sovereign Spirit of Grace. The treatment of the inspired letter is
lucid, and the expositor has done useful service to the cause of God's
truth.
ONE part of the present gain of godliness is peace of conscience.
WHAT a solemn consideration it is that we all have never-dying
souls. A little time will sweep us all into the grave; and where will
our souls be? What a solemn subject is death, with eternity in view.1'iptaft.
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