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'0 Who comforteth us in nU our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselyes are comforted of GOO."-2 COR.. i. 4.

THE GOOD FIGHT.

" Fight the good fight of faith. "-1 TIM. vi. 12.
who was both literally and spiritually" a man of
war," attributes his victories not to his own skill or courage, but
to the grace of his GOD, when, in the 144th Psalm, he devoutly
exclaims, "Blessed is JEHOVAH my strength, which teacheth my
hands to war, and my fingers to fight." We see this strikingly
illustrated in his victory over the Philistine giant. Before the son
of JESSE drew a pebble from his shepherd-wallet and placed it in
his sling, he boasted in the LORD that the proud blasphemer would
fall; not indeed through any dexterity of human hand, but by
the power of Him in Whom his heart stedfastly trusted.
The leading note in the verse of the Psalm above-quoted is
one of grateful praise. DAVID, without prelude or preface, breaks
forth in a strain of gratitude to the LORD----," Blessed is J EHOVAH "
because He was his strength in the day of battle, and because every
victory he achieved in warfare-both physical and spiritual-was
directly due to the teaching, or training, which he had received at
the hands of JEHOVAH. The language used here by DAVID is
distinctly that of worship. His heart being filled with thankfulness, as he contemplated the many occasions of salvation from his
enemies which his Covenant GOD had granted him, his mouth gave
KING DAVID,
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utterance to a "song of deliverances." Well does it become the
people of GOD to have their hearts stored to the full with gratitude,
so that at any moment they may find expression in testimony. Our
worship is most real when it is dictated by the experience of our
souls.
DAVID'S praiseful language acknowledges Divine instruction
as the secret of his victories. " He teacheth my hands to war, and
my fingers to fight." The weapons of literal warfare in the times
of David were bows and arrows, swords, spears, shields, breastplates, helmets, and coats of mail. The hands and the fingers
required constant training to make such weapons effective in combat.
Enormous strength of arm was necessary to draw a bow of steel,
yet still more to break that potent weapon. Thus DAYID greatly
honours his DIVINE INSTRUCTOR when he says, "He teacheth my
. hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms"
(Ps. xviii. 34, and 2 Sam. xxii. 35). Yet, as the spiritual conflicts
to which GOD'S people are called exceed in importance any of a
temporal character, so the weapons laid up in the Gospel armoury
exceed in excellence those of a material nature. "The whole
armour of GOD," when used under the tuition of the HOLY GHOST
by the militant Church of GOD, is all-sufficient for the utter defeat
of the DEVIL, the world, and the flesh. There is not one weak
weapon in J EHOVAH'S ordnance. The secret of an effective use of
these all-conquering instruments of holy warfare is believing
prayer, with habitual watchfulness. The fiery darts of the WICKED
ONE can be quenched only by a skilfnl use of " the shield of faith,"
and by "praying always with all prayer and supplication of the
SPIRIT, and watching thereunto with all perseverance."
The "teaching" of which DAVID speaks is a very practical
experience. The soldier of CHRIST has sometimes to learn important lessons by means of defeats as well as from successes. What
a life-long lesson was that which SmoN PETER acquired from the
terrible ordeal of passing through SATAN'S sieve! Both of his
inspired Epistles give ample proof of this fact, for they largely deal
with the subtle temptations of SATAN, and how to overcome them.
"He teacheth 1''' Yes, and we learn. But the instruction given
is sometimes imparted painfully. Many are the scars which the
souls of GOD'S people carry unto the very end of their ea.rtWy
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warfare. Each spiritual reader of this article will readily own to
that knowledge. Many of the reverses in spiritual warfare with
which the saints meet are directly traceable to their error of not
trusting entirely to the" strength" which the Lord is unto them.
For there can be no failure in Him, and there are no defects in the
weapons He has appointed for the use of His tempted and tried
Church.
How unlike the teaching of man is the teaching of our GOD!
When the LORD taught His servant GIDEON how to fight the
innumerable hosts of the Midianites, He reduced the forces of the
Israelites from 32,000 to 300, lest GIDEON should trust in creature
ability instead of in omnipotent sufficiency. CHRIST Himself,
though "crucified through weakness," was "declared to be the
SON of GOD with power by the resurrection from the dead"! We
thus learn of Him to rely on the Divine principle, "Out of weakness.
made strong." The measure of our own wea},..ness is the standard
by which the strength of our GOD is magnified in our experience as
His trusting people.
The fingers of David, it has been pointed out by JOHN TRAPP,
our favourite Commentator, were taught by JEHOVAH to be
accustomed alike to the harp and to weapons of war. It need be
thus also with ourselves. Conflict and praise go in happy harmony
together. Oh, beloved fellow-believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST,
may we see to it that our spiritual conflicts-fought out in the
strength of the grace of our Covenant GOD-lead us to praise and
yielding of thanks, that the sword may be ever ready to give place
to the harp!
THE EDITOR.
IF life temporal be the fruit of God's bounty, much more life
eternal: "The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life" (Rom. vi. 23). One is wages, the other a gift.-Manton.
THE believer, looking upon the Sacrifice of Christ, sees that it is
infinite; its only limitation is from the purpose of God, not from any
want of intrinsic efficacy. The stream of life-blood flowing from the
side of the pierced One is enough for all sin, however deep, dark and
dreadful. It avails not for the lost, not because it .could not have
cleansed them from their lniquities; nor, as some say, because they
will not accept an offered salvation, but because the atonement was
not designed for their benefit.-The Protoplast.
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NO FAILURE!
" He shall not tail nor be discouraged. "-ISAIAH xlii. 4.

" HE "-the Redeemer of His people from their sins-" shall not
faiL" This is indeed a message of glad tidings to souls who by the
Holy Spirit have been taught to know and feel that sin has undone
them, and that only by the free and sovereign grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ can they escape" the wrath to come." The passage
before us is the Father's own pronouncement concerning the
redemption-work of His dear Son, Whom He has appointed and
anointed to be the Substitute, Sin-bearer, and Saviour of His
beloved, chosen, and preserved people. It breathes the Father's
perfect confidence in His only begotten Son. He knew into what
faithful hands He had entrusted His precious family for salvation,
and what infinite resources were His for the triumphant carrying
out of the vast undertaking. No possibility of failure existed,
because selection of One who was "mighty" had been made to
fulfil the office of Mediator.
The First Man had proved an utter failure. God would not
again put any confidence in mere man. He would make Covenant
with man only through the mediation of Him who was GOD-Man
in order that His counsel should stand, and that all His pleasure
might be performed. The great work to which Christ officially
pledged Himself was designed that in Him the Father should
certainly be glorified. It was not a contingent, conditional, or
experimental attempt to save sinners, which might, or might not,
secure that vast result. The Father,. the Son, and the Holy Ghost
mutually settled the terms of the Everlasting Covenant, and Christ
was sworn into the office of "Surety" (Heb. vii. 20-22). The
integrity of that oath must needs be jealously observed and honoured..
That moral necessity furnishes stability for faith. If J ehovah
spoke, as He did, of His fidelity to the temporal Covenant He
made concerning the House and Throne of David, saying, "My
Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of
My lips" (Ps. Ixxxix. 34), a seven-fold certitude-if we may so
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speak-attaches to that "Better Covenant" which, made with
the Eternal Son of the Most High, concerns "a kingdom which
cannot be moved," eternal in the heavens! "The blood of the
Everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20) has sealed and made effective
the provisions of the "Better Covenant," in a way of atonement
for sin, the bringing in of justifying righteousness, and the application of all the blessings and privileges of salvation to every repentant
and believing sinner. The effectual redemption of God's people
from their sins by Christ's meritorious obedience and blood is
sufficiently revealed to faith by the resurrection of the Redeemer
from His penal grave. It was satisfied Justice which rolled away
the sealed stone from the tomb of the Lord Jesus. It is most true
that He was, in death, "numbered with transgressors," and that
" He made His grave with the wicked," but that word of Messianic
triumph was also verily His-" Thou wilt not leave My soul in
hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption"
(Ps. xvi. 10). When He rose from among the dead He came forth
not in Person only, but officially likewise, as the Federal Head cf
the Church, "which is His body," the complement, or "fulness,"
" of Him that filleth all in all." In that wondrous, mystic fact, was
accomplished His already-uttered promise to His followers,
"Because I live, ye shall live also" (John- xiv. 19). Christ risen,
ascended, and exalted to " the right hand of the Majesty on high,"
is the incontestable proof that all His redeemed ones shall be thither
exalted also. He meritoriously entered into glory, as the Forerunner of His ransomed ones. His believing people must therefore
enter in. That blessed result Christ kept before Himself throughout
the entire course of His service under the Law when on earth, and
the possession of the persons of all His redeemed in heavenly glory
is the just reward of His toil and self-sacrifice. "He shall see of
the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." On the morning of
the general resurre«tion it shall be made manifest to all creationassembled hell, earth, and heaven-that, to the eternal glory of
the Father, He failed not, nor was discouraged in the vast salvation
work entrusted to His mediatorial hands-that His dying words
on the cross, "It is finished!" possessed a profoundly deeper
meaning than that the forgiveness of sins had been righteously
secured, for it shall be seen that the precious blood which redeemed
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from all iniquity likewise purchased an incorruptible inheritance in
the heaven of heavens, an inheritance of everlasting and intimate
fellowship with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as His
Spirit-begotten children, as joint-heirs with His FIRST-BEGOTTEN.

Olifton.

J. O.

Herne Hill, S.E.
THE Apostle Paul found himself to be the subject of sin, as well as
of holiness; of flesh, as well as of spirit. He experienced to his sorrow,
that sin was always present with him; that it attended in the closet,
and in the pUlpit; and that, therefore, he could not pray without
sinuing, nor preach without sinning, nor discharge any Christian duty
without a sinful defilement attending it. Persons most eminent in
holiness have always had the deepest sense of their sinfulness. They
look not upon themselves nor on sin in the light that others do.-Brine.
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lIJilgtim 18apetll.
WELLSPRINGS.
~'

Now the God. of patience and consolation, grant you to be likeminded
one toward another according to Christ Jesus,. that ye may with one
mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.-RoM. xv. 5, 6.
WHAT a gracious desire, and what a harmonious scene is here drawn
by the apostle! Jesus, the Elder Brother, in the midst of His redeemed
family, as their Pattern-Example, and as they abide in His Presence,
see His face, and gather all their grace from Him. So they copy
Him-seek to emulate Him in one another, and increase in gracious
conformity to His mind and will, grace actuating them as it ever does,
graciously. Likemindedness to Jesus. Oh! who of His children
does not covet spiritually this gift. But can it be attained ~ cries
the soul who gets ofttimes discouraged because of the way. Such
failures and follies betray me! I often falter and stumble! I see
no incre.ased likeness, nor likemindedness to Jesus as I would. Ab !
dear soul, it is often at those times when you perceive it least that
those around you see in you the greatest likeness to your Living Head
in glory. The. very things that tend to discourage you, that are as
thorns and briars in your path to impede your progress, those
things are used of your heavenly Father to bring about eternal good;
and the very stripes of the rod bring healing, and the hand that
smites in love brings "the peaceable frnits" "afterward." Jesus
must, according to divine prediction, see of the travail of His soul and
be satisfied. No wonder, then, in His hand all things are made to
work together for good, and He is moulding and meetening His vessels
for eternal glory. All working to this end. And Divine Love and
Infinite Wisdom effect it. So there is no chance, and can be no
mistake. Let us not quarrel, then, if we find the way rough, our
feet often footsore, and our hearts weary. The furnace is hot; the
process is painfnl; but let faith look beyond all to the unseen
realities, and contemplate we shall one day see all hidden mysteries
clear and plain, and know as we are now known.
What a glorious title the inspired Apostle gives us here. The God
of Patience! He would never have chosen unto Himself that title,
had He not foreknown how His children would need to cast themselves
upon Him for patience. And beyond that, consider how wondrously,
marvellously, He is the God of Patience to them. Well might the
inspired prophet Micah exclaim, " Who is a God like unto Thee, that
pardoneth iniquity," etc. Oh! ours is truly the longsuffering God,
Who alone can, because He is Divine, bear long with His children;
yea, has covered their sins, forgotten them, cast them out of His sight,
and will no more remember them. And what tender love is implied
in this two-fold title. "The God of patience and consolation."
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We may know what it is to exercise patience towards one another,
even when there is no love going with it. There may be patience
practised from a sense of duty, but no love melting the heart
meanwhile.
But our Heavenly Father, whilst He puts forth His Godlike patience,
pity, and forbearance for his errant child, pursues such at the
same time with His consolation. So that with the Hand that holds
the necessary rod, moves the Heart that loves in spite of all, and yearns
to pour in the healing balm.
" Grant you to be likeminded, one toward another, according to the
mind of J esns." Likeminded: that is, to think the same thing, to be
so united, of one mind and heart, that there are no differences, no divisions, no party strifes. Oh! what a harmonious scene! What a
heavenly desire! Alas! how far from attainment. Sure, I am, that
were that precious name of Jesus more upon our lips and in our hearts,
the more His Person, His character, and His work were our theme,
the more likemindedness to Him would result, and men would then
take knowledge of us that we had been with Jesus. For likemindedness of heart produces likeness in the features and character.
Alas! that jarring notes and mingled sounds and schisms,
which sow discord and strife, are so rampant in Christendom.
But the apostle prays for the little flock, those who have experienced
"the mercies of God," that their God may move their hearts
in adoring gratitude, and grant them to be likeminded, having
the mind of Christ, in all matters' pertaining to life and godliness.
What is it to attain unto! What was the mind of Jesus when
on earth, other than that of the Prince of Peace!
And the
mind of Christ now is' that His children be at peace. Peace in
Him, in His finished work, and among themselves. The mind of
Jesus was love too-love to His enemies; love to His saints; love
towards the poor and ignorant and" out-of-the-way" ones, love to
the little children. Is this your mind, beloved reader! The mind
of Jesus was obedience--pure, unsullied, spotless, unwavering obedience
to His Father's will, so that as a Son He could say in strict accordance
with unceasing obedience to His Father's will, " I do always the
thing that pleases Thee." Alas! how far short we fall, and" in many
things offend all" We want more likemindedness to Jesus in obedience,
as also in suffering; in taking up our cross daily for our walk, and
following more closely His example. And to our comfort, there is
growth in the very desire. And He Who regards the cry, sees the
motive, and reads the desire of the heart, will sooner or later proportionately grant it. This is His aim and work-to bring His children into
likemindedness with Himself, and consequently into happy agreement
one with another in the Kingdom and rule of grace. This is the apostle's
prayer, whose desire in his epistle to his Corinthian brethren was that
" every high thing that excelleth itself against the knowledge of God"
might be brought" into captivity, and every thought unto the obedience
of Christ." What a lovely scene. What gracious effects. What
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God-glorifying results. The saints of God, one happy family, militant
though they be on earth, yet" likeminded, one toward another according to Christ Jesus; That ye may with one mind and one mouth, glorify
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." It was thus in the
primitive Church. We have the word used in Acts iv. 24, " And when
they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one MCord, and
said, Lord, Thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and all that in them is," etc. Would that this accordance, this
unity and union of heart and mind, were found among believers of our
day. "If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love;
even as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His
love."
We are soaring very high as we enter into the apostle's desire; we
are desiring lofty blessings, and touching as it were the very sceptre
of His favour-but none too much for our King to grant. Up yonder,
the position of the redeemed throng is worship, and here His Church
would catch the distant strains, take up the notes of praise, and" with
one mind " glorify God. Think of it! Jesus declaring" in the midst
of the church will I sing praises unto Thee." And then the Church's
desire to be in that sweet, harmonious accord, "according to Christ
Jesus," absorbed in the bliss of praising Him; "lost in wonder, love,
and praise," joining, however feebly and at a distance, those exultant
strains of the heavenly hosts, and saying, "Worthy is the Lamb."
That is the" one accord" of heaven; and He would see it even now
begun upon earth! A lovely hymn of J. N. Darby comes to mind,
and is applicable to our pointH

Hark! ten thousand voices crying
'Lamb of God,' with one accord;
Thousand, thousand saints replying,
Wake at once the echoing chord.
Praise the Lamb,' the chorus waking,
All in Heaven, together throng,
Loud and far, each tongue partaking,
Rolls arOlmd t,he endless song.

I' •

"Grateful incense this, ascending
Ever to the Father's Throne;
Every knee to Jesus bending,
All the mind in Heaven is one.
H

All the Father's counsels claiming
Equal honour to the Son;
All the Son's effulgence beaming,
Makes the Father's glory known.

" By the Spirit all pervading,
Hosts unnumbered round the Lamb;
Crowned with light and joy unfading,
Ha.il Him a-s the great ' I Am.'
"Joyful now the whole creation
Rests in undisturbed repose;
Blest in Jesus' full salvation,
Sorrow now nor thraldom knows."

•
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Oh! children of God-how ought we to live! in contrast with how we
do live! May the Apostle's prayer be very fruitful in our experience,
that we may have more real dealings with" the God of patience and
consolation"; and in consequence more love and "likemindedness one
toward another according to Christ Jesus"; and that we " may with
one mind and one heart glorify God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ." May the New Year, now entered upon, be thus an
increasingly fruitful one in the experience of both readers and writer.

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY 1 "
(MATfHEW x. 29-31).
" ARE not two sparrows sold for a farthing 1 and one of them shall
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore; ye are of more
value than many sparrows." These words were made personal to
myself in this way. When our son was not out of danger-to whose
case I have previously referred---Qur daughter was bitten in the face by
a dog, and terribly injured. My husband decided that I could not
iee her, which caused me painful disappointment. On returning to
my house my sick son observed how anxious I looked, and wished to
know what had happened. I knelt down at his bedside, and poured
out my complaint to God. On rising from my knees, I said, "We will
see whether God will comfort us in our trouble." Taking up my Bible,
I read a few words in the 10th chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, verses
29-31. His Word came expressly to me. Faith set-to her seal that
God was true, for I believed God, that it should be even as He had
told me. Could anything in all the Scriptures have been more
encouraging or comforting 1 " Your Father" was a volume in itself.
I am not able to count the hairs of my head, though they have become
fewer. Divine goodness said, "Fear ye not, therefore; ye are of
more value than many sparrows."
I do not want to contradict the Great King by unbelief. My friend,
K. B.'s mother-now in glory-used to say of the sealed Word, "It
is mine;" and I too, have often said, "My Lord, 0 King, according
to Thy saying, "I am Thine! and all I have, my gold, my children,
my husband-even the goodliest are thine." It is all very well to say
this, till He takes away that which is pleasant in our eyes; then we
are disposed to resist. He seems to have touched all my dear ones
with heavyaflliction. But I can add, " It is good for me that I have
been afllicted: that I may learn Thy statutes. The law of Thy mouth
is better 'unto me· than thousands of gold and silver."

Leicester.

MARY.

IN the Name of Jesus the whole Gospel lies hid. This Name is the
light, food, and medicine of the soul (Song i. 3).-Glassius.
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Setm01H:i anb j)l,otef.> of Sermons.
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.
A SERMON

BY

THE LATE BISHOP SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D.

" For aU have sinned, and come short 01 the glory 01 God; being justified
Ireely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom
God hath set lorth to be a propitiation through laith in His blood, to declare
His rigkteousness lor the remission 01 sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God,. to declare, I say, at this time His rigkteousness:
that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."
-ROMANS iii. 23-26.

RIGHT marvellous, my brethren, is the paradox set forth in these
closing words of my text: "that he might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus."
For mark well what it is for God to be the justifier of anyone. It
is for Him, sitting, acting, speaking as a righteous judge, to declare
and pronounce that person to be just, righteous, unblameable,
unreprovable in His sight. And then mark well who the believer in
Jesus is. He is one whom the beginning of my text declares to " have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;" one who is corrupt by
nature, and guilty by practice-<me who has fully earned the wages
of eternal death. So that, in truth, the text makes God known to us
as one· that-in certain cases-pronounces the unrighteous to be
righteous, the guilty to be innocent, the IlIljust to be just. Surely
this is a paradox.
But I have not yet told all the strangeness of the passage before
us. For note the further statement, that all this is strictly consistent
with the immutable righteousness of God: that His stern justice
receives no affront; nay, rather, that it reaps rich. access of glory
from the transaction. This certainly is a paradox yet more startling.
And yet it is no speculative matter to which the Holy Ghost thus
directs out attention. Far from it. It is a matter of life and death
to every one of us: for, indeed, everyone of us is ungodly; and yet
not one of us can enter into life, except he be justified.
Will you, beloved brethren, approach the subject with that serious
candour, with that childlike teachableness, which its own inherent
gravity, and the authority on which it is propounded to you, conspire
to demand 1 " The authority," I say, " on which it is propollllded,"
-for I engage not to bring anything before you which does not naturally
flow from the passage under review, and which may not be confirmed
by a thousand corroborating testimonies of Holy Scripture. Who
then can tell the life, the light, the peace, the joy, which, by the good
hand of our God upon us, we may thus reap to-day 1
We discover in our text three things concerning the justification of
the sinner :-

•
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I. lis lIwtive cause.
ll. Its meritorious ground.
Ill. Its appropriating channel.
Its motive cause :-Grace.
Its meritorious ground :-Blood.
Its appropriating channel :-Faith.
" For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; heing
justified freely by His grace through thc redemption that is iu Christ
Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this
time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus."
Contemplate, first, the motive cause of justification. It i,s g1'acefree grace: "Being justified freely by His grace." Yes! it is gracefree grace-that moveth our God to justify His elect.
And what is grace? It is favour irrespective of merit.
Truly, brethren, the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward
man is wholly irrespective of merit: whether we view it in that its
earliest stage, the Covenant of Peace before the world was, or in its
bursting forth from the riven side of the Rock of Ages, in the fulness
of time, or in its quickening, fertilizing, refreshing might, when the
set hour to favour a soul is come-all is grace.
Do we speak of God's choice before the world was? Free, sovereign,
distinguishing grace is the very glory of that choice. The potter had
power" of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another
unto dishonour" (Rom. ix. 21). And that He determined to make
thee a vessel of mercy, poor saint, was not for works seen or foreseen
in thee, but of His mere undeserved favour, "Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Do we speak of the redeeming love of God the Son? Still it is to
matchless grace that that love must be ascribed. No man took His
life from Him: He had power to lay it down, and He had power to
take it again. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
And even so it is of the quickening love of God the Holy Ghost;
that love by which the soul is convinced of sin, brought to Christ,
enabled to helieve, and thus made partaker of the salvation of God.
Still is all to be ascribed to grace; sovereign, invincihle grace. For
" God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ (by grace ye are saved) " (Ephes. ii. 4, 5).
And how could it be otherwise? For all were, all are, all ever will
be, by nature and by practice, so incurably corrupt, so desperately
guilty, that they have not-they cannot have-the slightest shadow

-
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of a claim to the kindness of our God. And that that 1:indness should
visit anyone-whether he be the malefactor hanging on the cross, or
the centurion fasting in his chamber-is solely to be attributed to
that grace, those riches of grace, those exceeding riches of grace, which
the Triune Jehovah delights to show forth in the salvation of His
Church. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast" (Ephes. ii. 8, 9).
But while I would thus strenuously insist upon the absence of all
human merit from the work of the sinner's justification before God,
it is only that I may the more exalt that Divine righteousness which
pervades it all.
And this leads me on to speak, secondly, of the meritorious ground
0/ justification. It is the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: "For
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
And truly there is abundant ground for the sinner's justification, in
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus! For consider well what that
redemption implies. It implies a Suretyship, all the obligations of
which have been discharged.
Redemption, I say, implies a Suretyship. Christ Jesus made Himself
responsible for all that which, either in suffering or obedience, His
people owed to the righteous law of God. "Lo, I come:" He saith,
" in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do Thy
will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is written within my heart" (Ps. xl.
7,8). And what was that wiII? It was that an end should be made'
of sins; that everlasting righteousness should be brought in. "Seventy
weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy"
(Dan. ix. 24).
But more! redemption implies Suretyship, all the obligations of
which have been fulfilled. There was a debt of penal suffering to be
cancelled. The Redeemer cancelled it. "For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit"
(1 Pet. ill. 18).
There was a debt of active obedience to be discharged. The
Redeemer discharged it. He" made Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death (up to the point of death), even the death
of the cross" (PhiI. ii. 7, 8).
Now if the debt, both of penal suffering and of active obedience, has
been paid by the Surety, what follows 1 The release, the acquittal,
to justification, of them for whom He was Surety. "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us :

78

The Gospel Magazine.

for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. iii. I3).
Therefore do we read of Christ's death, that we are" justified by His
blood" (Rom. v. 9).
And of this His resurrection from the dead gave signal proof. For
it was the release of the Surety from the prison-house, now that the
uttermost farthing was paid! Hence do we read-that He "was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification"
(Rom. iv. 25).
Do we need yet further assurance that the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus is ground sufficient for our justification? Behold Him
ascending up on high; behold Him sitting at the right hand of God.
It is as the representative of His people that He ascends; it is on their
behalf that He claims admittance of right into the mansions of bliss.
It is as the representative of His people that He tarries there: He is
of indisputable right keeping those mansions till they come. And
this could not be, had He not removed all guilt, brought in all righteousness. Hence the reasoning of the Apostle: "Who shall lay any thing
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 33, 34).
I have now, brethren, set before you, as taught by my text, the
motive cause and the meritorious gl'Ound of the sinner's justification.
That motive cause was free grace.
That meritorious ground was the redemption that is in Christ J €Sus.
But now, the question, I would fain hope, has already arisen in many
a mind: "How shall this justification be individually appropriated?
It is provided for the Church of the Firstborn collectively; but how
shall I, a poor wretch yet without its blessings, become personally
partaker of it? "
The answer to this urgent enquiry is to be found, my brethren, in
the third topic of my discourse: that topic is, "The appropr·ia.ting
channel of the sinner's justification." That channel is Faith. "Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood."
I would ask you, brethren, to fix your thoughts upon that word,
"propitiation." The original word t>"UUT{IPW" is used but once again
in the New Testament. You will find it in the uinth chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, at the fifth verse: "And over it the cherubims
of glory shadowing the mercy-seat."
There you see it is rendered" mercy-seat." And in this sense it is
employed by the Alexandrian translators. So that we might safely
vary the rendering of our text and read it thus: "Whom God hath
set forth to be a mercy-seat, through faith in His blood."
Now mark what a rich storehouse of instruction is thus opened to
us! For remember well what the mercy-seat was! It was that bloodbesprlnkled covering of the ark of the covenant on which stood the
cherubim, and over which dwelt the Divine Shechinah. It was, I said,
the covering of the ark. In that chest were safely kept the Tables of
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the Law. It was, I said, a blood-besprinkJed covering. The blood by
which atonement was made for the transgression of that law, bedewed
it afresh year by year continually. A fitting refuge this, it would at
first appear, to which the conscience-striken, the guilty, the lost, might
flee, and be for ever safe from all accusing, all condemnation, of the
broken law. But no! The vail which separated the Holy Place from
the Most Holy forbade access.
Brethren, the case is altered now! The vail of the temple hath been
rent, from the top even to the bottom. The blood-besprinkled, the
law·preserving mercy-seat is open to view! The suppliant may flee
to it and be safe! For Christ is the mercy-seat. He hath truly kept
His Father's law. His blood hath fully atoned for all transgressions
of it. He is (to return to the version of our translators), in the fullest
sense, " the propitiation" for our sins; that it, the Sacrifice, which by
His spotless life of obedience, and by His sufferings and agony under
the heavy penalty of the law, has wholly- and for ever removed from
the mind of God all possible thought, charge, or imputation of sin,
against "anyone of the whole of that countless throng which shall flee
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before them in the Gospel.
And now hearken to His own most good, and most comfortable word:
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
And how will He refresh us 1 By granting pardon and peace. But,
how shall a man come? How shall a suppliant cleave to the Gospel
mercy-seat 1 The answer is " by faith:" for mark well the words,
" Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His
blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God." And what happens when the
mercy-seat is thus approached 1 thus appropriated 1 The sinner is
justified: for note well again that it is written, "We conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii.
28).
Yes, verily, whether it be the woman, the sinner in the house of
Simon the leper, or the dying malefactor outside the walls of Jerusalem,
or the persecuting Saul at Damascus, or the ruthless jailor at Philippi,
or the fornicators, thieves, drunkards, revilers, extortioners of Corinthdirectly that, confessing and forsaking their sins, they believe-without probation, long or short, are they justified. Jehovah Himself,
sitting, acting, speaking as a righteous Judge, declares, pronounces
them to be just, righteous, unblamable in His sight. "Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom. v. 1).
And now, in conclusion, let me give you two words of solemn
admonition :The first is this: "Hold fast by the simplicity of faith."
The faith by which the matchless blessing of justification is appropriated, is, simply and solely, a trusting in the Word of Him that cannot
lie. True, that it is divinely wrought; true, that it is the operation
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of God the Holy Ghost; but still" trusting" it simply and solely is.
And that a trust that reposes neither on frames, feelings, experiences,
on the one hand, nor on sacraments, ordinances, works, ministers, on
the other, but on the 'written Word of God. "The Scripture saith "that'alone will do, and that will do alone for saving faith to rest upon.
Thus not considering his own body now dead, neither yet the deadness
of Sarah's womb, Abraham believed God, when He said: "So shall
thy seed be" (Rom. iv. 18, etc.); and it was imputed to him for
righteousness. And thus, poor mourning soul, shall it be with thee:
stay not to scan the height of thy transgressions, tarry not to fathom
the depth of thy corruption: they are, in very deed, immeasurable:
and yet, that word remains which cannot be broken, that" whosoever
believeth in Jesus, shall not be confounded" (1 Pet. ii. 6). Trust in
that word, and thou art, and thou shalt be, eternally safe. "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He 'that heareth My word, and believeth on Him
that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John v. 24). ;lPi.~,~~!
And this leads me on to my second and final word of affectionate
caution. It is this: "Hold fast by the completeness of justification."
Justification is not a varying, it is not even a progressive work. The
righteousness of God admits of no augmentation, is subject to no
decay; and that is the righteousness by virtue of which the believer
is justified. "For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him"
(2 Cor. v. 21).
True it is that good works will necessarily follow. True it is that
the means of grace will be diligently used. But neither good works
nor hallowed ordinances will add, or can add, in the least, to the
acceptance or the security of the believer. They will minister, they
will testify to the presence and the progress of the inseparable work
of sanctification; but to justification they will add nothing. "Ye
are complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10).
I lay much stress upon this, because the peace of those who are,
the salvation of those who desire to be, God's people, depends upon
their fidelity to this truth. The same Paul who, by inspiration of God
the Holy Ghost, wrote this Epistle to the saints at Rome, was also the
instructor of the churches of Galatia. After his departure, certain
teachers crept in, who insisted upon the addition of circumcision, and
other ceremonial rites, as necessary to acceptance before God. Did
St. Paul treat the matter as one of inferior moment 1-as one which,
for the sake of peace, might safely be left to correct itself, so long as
they professed to hold justification by faith, even though it were
conjointly with justification by works, and justification by sacraments 1
Far from it 1 You remember his own words: "Though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8).
And why 1 Because the reception of these additions was a virtual
abandonment of the Gospel. "Christ is become of no effect unto you,
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whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace"
(Gal. v. 4).
Mark well these words, " Christ is become of no effect to you "-" ye
are fallen from grace:" that is, not that you once had the inward
operation of the Holy Ghost, and now have lost it; this is not the
meaning of the passage; but by receiving and adopting the additions
of these false teachers, the essence of whose doctrine is "works," ye
have fallen from your allegiance to that Gospel, the sum and substance
of whose message is " grace:" for the two are incompatible. For is
it not written ?-" And if by grace, then is it no more of works:'
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no
more grace: otherwise work is no more work" (Rom. xi. 6).
Are there any here to-day who have thus fallen from grace? who
once held, and, it may be, preached, that precious Gospel which I have
been commissioned to proclaim this day; but who, seduced by the
love of form, and the lust of power, have suffered it to be overlaid by
the doctrines and commandments of men? Let them pause to consider
the remorse, the misery which they are storing up for the day of their
death. I assume that they have the root of the mat,ter in them. It
is hard to believe it: but still it may be so. But even then, I repeat
it-what remorse and what misery is in store for them: remorse (if
they are ministers) at having been so long employed in leading souls
astray to their rnin; misery (in every case) at the failure of all their
cherished practices-all confessions, penances, litanies, sacramentsto min.ister one single drop of gennine comfort in the hour of extremest
need.
Brethren, I have facts on my side, as well as Scripture-yes, and
facts of recent date. But I will not name them. I will rather cite
the case of one who has long since been gathered to his fathers-that
" great moralist," as he has been named, Dr. Johnson. The whole
life of that distinguished writer was spent in working out a righteousness
of his own. Did that righteousness stand when he came to die? No!
all was misery then, as he looked forward into that eternal state upon
which he was so soon to enter. In vain did his friends remind him
of the services which, as they alleged, he had rendered to virtue by
his numerous writings. He rejected the consolations they tendered.
He knew too well that, a guilty, a condemned sinner, he was soon to
appear before One who is of purer eyes than to behold evil and cannot
look upon iniquity. At length, in the extremity of his distress, his
mind was directed to that one short verse, " Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world." The simplicity and the
efficacy of faith were inculcate(l.. His needy soul gratefully welcomed
the glad tidings. Then and only then, as one testifies who was present,
did peace possess his troubled spirit. "All his fears were calmed and
absorbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his trust in the merits and
propitiation of Jesus Christ. He talked often to me," the same witness
adds, " about the necessity of faith in the sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary
beyond all good works whatsoever for the salvation of man." Brethren,
6
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time forbids lengthened comment on this telling fact. I will but say,
May the Lord, in His pity, deal as graciously with you as He dealt with
him; delivering you, even in spite of yourselves, as He delivered him,
from cisterns-broken cisterns which contain no water-and bringing
you' to the one only Fountain which is opened for sin and for uncleanness; that thus in your case also, He may" be just and the justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus."
THE LORD'S SUPPER.
By THE REV. C. E. STANLEY THOMAS, HULL.
" YE do show forth the Lord's Death till He come." How simple,
yet sublime and mysterious, are these words. Used by St. Paul in
explaining the meaning of the New Testament Passover, they point us
to two glorious Christian truths: first, the crucifixion of Christ for
the sins of the world; and secondly, the return of the Saviour to
judge the world and reward His servants. Every time we celebrate
tbis simple Gospel rite we should have these two thoughts prominently
before us. " Ye do show the Lord's Death." This is signified to us
by the broken bread. "He took the bread, and blessed it and brake
it." In like manner was that living Bread taken to the cross, and
that sacred Body broken for us, that His precious blood might make
an atonement for the sins of the guilty. The Lord's Supper is thus a
memorial of His betrayal even unto death. The Body and Blood of
Christ were freely given for us. " The good Shepherd giveth His life
for the sheep." "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us
from all sin." "Christ Jesus came into the world,to save sinners."
His was a propitiatory sacrifice" through faith in His blood," and as
we "eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup," we show forth that
death to our own souls, and to the souls of a lost world. It is a manifestation of the Father's love, in that He gave His only begotten Son.
And as we faithfully receive those simple creaturely elements, we may
whisper of Him "Who hath loved us and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father." And viewed in this blessed light, what an answer is afforded
to the accusings of our own consciences, "the accuser of the brethren,"
and to the thunderings of an outraged lawgiver! How the cloud of our
sins is illumined by the rainbow of promise, and how we realize our
acceptance in the Father's Beloved! The Holy Ordinance is thus
ever bidding us look unto Him who was once for all lifted up from the
earth, that all men might be drawn to Him. Oh, let us draw near
with faith! Let us not shamefacedly hasten away when that blessed
memorial is exhibited before our eyes. Let us not make vain excuses
of our own unfitness for that sacred fellowship, but unite our voices
with our fellow·believers in saying, "We are not worthy-but Thou
art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy." And
where is the mercy of God so touchingly and eloquently shown as in

The Gospel Magazine.

83

the Lord's Supper 1 Here we have a special memorial that shall ever
testify to the demands of Eternal Holiness, and to a full, perfect and
sufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction for the sins of rebellious
men. Therefore we call upon the people of God to draw near with
faith, and partake of this Holy Feast. "Let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us." As we need an
atonement, as "without shedding of blood there is no remission,"
as man cannot be accounted just with his Maker, as we have "all
come short of the glory of God,"-Iet us ever plead before the
throne a death which is above every other death, and to claim an
interest in that infinite love and infinite holiness, even that of the
"Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world."
Secondly, "Ye do show the Lord's Death till He come." Here we
have a direct reference to the Second Advent. "It is only till He
come." " I am He that liveth and was dead; and behold I am alive
for evermore, and have the keys of Hell and of Death." We thus
commemorate the eternal Life of Christ as well as His Death. We
not only trust in the sacrifice, but anticipate the triumph. We look
forward to the time when the purpose of God shall be accomplished,
when the last of the redeemed shall be gathered in, when death shall
be swallowed up in victory, when the Lamb shall be manifested upon
His glorious throne, when the travail of His sonl shall be satisfied,
and He shall see His seed and prolong His days, and the pleasure of
the Lord shall prosper in His pierced hand. The Lamb of Calvary
shall return in glory, and we who have thankfully shown forth His
Death shall be translated into His eternal Life, even as our life is now
hid with Christ in God. Thus the Lord's Supper is as much a
message of Advent as it is of Good Friday.
" Behold I come qnickly! Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
GOD'S presence is not to banish evils from us, but to comfort and
support us under evils, and to moderate and order them as a father is
present with a sick child. All the presence of God is not in deliverance,
but He is present also in His assistance and His comforts; though
you be not delivered from your evils, yet you are enabled to bear, and
you are comforted under them, and this is a gracious presence of God
with you.-Sedgwick.
WE fight with an enemy whose secret strength we cannot discover,
whom we caunot follow into its retirements. Hence oftentimes, when
we are ready to think sin quite ruined, after a while we find it was but
out' of fight. It hath coverts and retreats in an unsearchable heart,
whither we cannot pursue it. The soul may persuade itself all is well,
when sin may be safe in the hidden darkness of the mind, which it is
impossible that he should look into, for whatever maketh manifest is
light. It may suppose the will of sinning is utterly taken away, when
yet there is an unsearchable reserve for a more suitable object, a more
vigorous temptation than at present it is tried withal.-Dr. Owen.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XVIII.
By FRANCIS RORERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by
the Rev. J. E. WALKER, M.A.
(Gominued from page 34).

OUR gracious author has not entered very definitely upon the question,
so veiled in mystery, of the identity of Melchizedek. It is well-known
that the Romish controversialists have endeavoured to support their
fiction of an "unbloody sacrifice" from the bread and wine whic!:L
this" priest of the Most High God" brought forth to Abraham. Now,.
it is most evident that no sacrificial oblation can be found in that
offering of hospitality. A sacrifice is necessarily offered by. man to·
God, but t!:Lis was brought forth to man. If the opinion of Canon
M'Caul in !:Lis learned commentary "On the Hebrews" could be
unquestioningly received, that Melchizedek was no less than the
Eternal Son,* revealing Himself, as afterwards to t!:Lis Abraham (Gen_
xviii. 1-3 & 22), in one of those infinitely mysterious foreshadowings
of His incarnation (and certainly it seems impossible to understand
how His high priesthood could be after any other order than His own),
then the argument against any justification of their idolatrous" sacrifice
of the mass" becomes immeasurably stronger. The intimate nearness
of the Abrahamic Covenant to the better Covenant, so insisted on by
our Lord Himself and by St. Paul (Jo!:Ln viii. 56; Rom. iv. 5; GaL
iii. 4), is sufficient proof that the Law was a parenthesis (cf. Gal. iii. 17)
"added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come," to
Whom and in Whom the promise to, and the Covenant with Abraham
were made and confirmed. Other indications of this truth may be
observed in t!:Lis meeting of "the father of the faithful" with
Melchizedek, "King of righteousness and king of peace" (Ps. !xxii;
Is. ix. 6), as, for instance, that the benediction of Melchizedek was
given to Abraham, while he was yet in uncircumcision (comp. Rom.
iv. 9-13); that Melchizedek comes forth alone, unconnected, it would
seem, with any Hebrew descent or relationship, without genealogy,
invested with a universal and perpetual priesthood, having no Levitical
limitations, uniting in his own person the regal and sacerdotal right,
"made like unto the Son of God,"t the One Eternal Priest of the
Church of God, which is the whole fellowship of all the faithful under
every dispensation. It is remarkable that the name of his city
(" Peace") seems purposely also veiled in mystery, its locality and
identification being uncertain, so that our thoughts may be more free
to ascend to the heavenly city, where our Divine Melchizedek is gone
as "our Forerunner" (Heb. vi. 20), and "which is the Mother of us
all" (Gal. iv. 26), for in the Covenant of eternal redemption" He
* Owen, in his great work on the Hebrews, however, resolves this question in
the usual manner.
t This is a confessedly difficult expression upon Canon M'Caul's belief. J
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is our peace" (Eph. ii. 11-18; Heb. xii. 22, xiii. 20). All this must
afford matter for most solemn reflection for those who, as unhappily
is often done, make the Gospel the parenthesis, to be succeeded by a
neo-Judaic dispensation of " commemorative sacrifice." The shadows
cannot return, when the Sun of Righteousness has arisen (Heb. x.
1-26).
Our author then proceeds to consider what he calls" the pre-Sinaitic
sacraments," which are (excluding, as it would seem we must, the
passage in the exodus through the Red Sea), the Passover, the Manna,
and the smitten Rock with its springing well of water.
These our author names very sweetly "itinerant or journeysacraments," given directly by God, and given also as signs of His
loving favour in Christ Jesus, Who was Himself pre-signified in them
all. They were given before the Covenant of Sinai, and partake rather
of the Evangelical character of the Abrahamic Covenant, although
they continued all through the wanderings of "the Church in the
wilderness" (Acts. vii. 38). They were, however, but temporary,
having been given for preservation and deliverance, although
undoubtedly having an inward and spiritual use to those, to whom,
according to the election of grace, they were made an instruction in
faith (1 Cor. x. 1-4).
It may, perhaps, be allowed here to quote from an old sermon
upon the first of these" extraordinary sacraments ,,* of Israel before
the Law" This month shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be
the first month of the year unto you" (Exodus xii. 2).
It is both reasonable and religious to commemorate the first Sunday
of another year with a peculiar solemnity. We may not lift the veil
of mystery that hangs before the secret avenues of the coming year,
nor can we know whether they are shadowed with sorrow or lightened
with joy. The unknown lies before our feet, the way which the Father
has ordained for His children. This shall be our comfort, that He
is with us in all its possibilities of suffering, and that the way leads
ever homewards to the rest. But how can we better consecrate our
entrance upon this new scene of our earthly travel and spiritual warfare,
as the pilgrim-host of God, than by the memory of the Holy Lamb,
Who has delivered us by His Cross and Passion from the condemnation
and servitude of sin, and, Himself the Great Shepherd, guides us, as
His flock, by His careful love to the eternal peace 1
In the text there is relation to the last awful plague of Egypt, the
death of the firstborn, at which time were instituted the sacred rites
of the Paschal feast, that pre-Sinaitic Sacrament of Israel's deliverance,

* As in the reformed use of the word "'sacrament," the sacrament is a gift from
God, signifying His mercy and favour through Christ, the Passover as of Divine
gift and institution may be called a sacrament by our Author, but as in its act and
observance it was an oblation (1 Cor. v. 7, 11 was sacrificed for us" evidently in the
Antitype identifying the Passover with an oblation in the type), from man to God,
its character in these was not sacramental, but only and entirely sacrificial.
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the central sacrifice also of the olden ritual, and'the-chiefest of all the
foreshadowings of the One Great Atonement. It is 'not strange, then,
that such eminence is given to the Paschal Festival, or that this
preference is bestowed upon the month in which it was observed; for
was not that very month afterwards consecrated by the Sacrifice of
Calvary and by the Oblation of the Precious Blood? Well might the
Israelitish calendar receive a Divine revision, and this month, Abib,
become henceforth the first of the sacred year. It is now night
throughout the land of Egypt. The sun has set, and the shadows
have fallen, and every family is safely gathered within the walls of
its own dwelling. There were no tokens of the doom that hung over
the land. The sun was not darkened by a presence of dread as it
sank peacefully in the west. Plague after plague had indeed devastated
the land, and the messengers of God's wrath had come in quick succession, bringing in their hands destruction and desolation. But all has
been unavailing to bring Egypt to repentance; the heart of Pharaoh
and his servants is hard as ever. Awhile since, indeed, in the darkness
that might be felt, it seemed as if some impression of wholesome terror
remained upon the national conscience. In the dismal horror of those
three days and nights this superstitious people must have thought
that their bright Sun-god,* whom they worshipped, had forsaken
them, and had abdicated his throne of beneficent governance in the
firmament. But the one true Lord God, the J ehovah of Israel, was
defied by the king and his counsellors as soon as the darkness had
passed away.
But now a short respite has been granted them; God in His longsuffering has delayed the final stroke; and yet the returning sunshine
has only hardened their hearts into a fatal impenitence. Amid all
the dismay and distress which has overtaken them, thongh their cattle
have been slain in the field by the red lightning, death has not yet
entered their homes; that sacred circle is, at least, as yet unbroken,
and, in spite of the visitation of those heavy judgments which have
desolated the land, there still remains an assurance of personal security.
So now, with the subsidence of the plagues and the rekindling of the
sun-light, they promise themselves a renewal of their old prosperity.
But this is the last time those Egyptian families shall meet together
in an unbroken unity round their several hearthstones. God is arising
in His terrible anger. At midnight He will go through the land, to
smite it with a sore and sudden stroke, even with the death of the
firstborn in every household; nor shall the Hand be seen that holds
the sword. Oh, aggravation of horror, when the Presence of the Avenger
is veiled so that it is not known whence the destroyer comes, if perhaps
He may be entreated to forbear! Let us pause for a moment to
remember well that this last plague was brought upon Egypt through

* Though the basis of the Egyptian religion was a. degrade4 "fetichism," it
seems to have been expanded into a cosmic religion, perhaps by combination
with certain elements of foreign superstition. The Sun-god was caned Ra, and
the city, On or Heliopolis, was consecrated to this deity.
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no angelic ministry, but by an immediate act of the Essential Justice
of God. We are so accustomed to hear of the "destroying angel"
with his unsheathed sword, dripping with bitter gall-a mere inveution
of the old legendary fables of rabbinical tradition-that we have
hardly perhaps appreciated the solemn truth that throughout the
sacred record there is not a single mention of angelic ministry. How
often, on the contrary, it is said that God Himself would pass through
the land to smite it! It is, indeed, written: "When He seeth the
blood upon the lintel and on the two sideposts, the Lord will pass over
the door, and will not snffer the destroyer* to come into your houses
to smite you." Bnt the word "destroyer" intends no destroying
angel, no inferior executioner of the Divine sentence. It is a participial
expression, that might have been rendered" One that destroyeth,"
and has real relation to the essential justice of God which is thus
personified, as if a separate Person, for reasons of the most awful
emphasis. The only foundation for the general belief that this
judgment was fulfilled through an angelical visitation, is that in the
Targurnt of Jonathan there is mention of " the destroying angel."
When the plague was raging throughout Israel in the time of David,
the king did indeed see the angel of the Lord standing with his sword
drawn over Jerusalem; but in that judgment there was an alliance
of angelic ministry with a real infection of deadly sickness. In the
time of Hezekiah the destruction of the host of Assyria was accomplished by the death-angel; but that judgment was not so terrible
as this, being confined to the camp of Sennacherib, whereas this plague
knew no less horizon than the land of Egypt, and it had in it an awful
element of mystery in the selection in every house only of the eldestborn. It was, surely then, wrought by the essential glory of the
Eternal Justice. A veiled, mysterious Presence passes throughout
the land of Egypt; and when the pale glimmerings of the early dawn
shine through the lattices they only lighten the ghastly features of
the victims of that dreadful night; for there is not a house where there
is notonedead. There are no symptoms of natural disease or infection:j:
to suggest the reason of this death. So it seems as though for a time
the justice of God were separable from His mercy, separable from
* The words of Heb. xi. 20 seem still less to imply any angelic ministry, although
there is an evident allusion to these words.
t "The 'Vord of the Lord will spread His protection over the door, and the
destroying angel will not be suffered to srnite. ll Yet the same Targum also says,
U The Word of the Lord was revealed upon the Egyptians at the dividing of the
night. Hi. right Hand slew the firstborn." The probably much older, and
certainly more trustworthy Targum. or Chaldee translation of the Pentateuch by
Onkelos, according to tradition the disciple of Gamaliel, carefully follows the
Hebrew text-ef. "On the TarguOlB, Keil Intr. to the Old Test." iii., p.263. The
more ancient LXX also faithfully follows the Hebrew text in Ex. xii. 23: cf. Num.
iii. 13.
t It is imperative to dissent from the suggestion of Delitzch, in his Commentary
on Exod. xii., that some pestilence was the cause of the death of the firstborn.
All seems immediately due to the sudden stroke of the Divine Hand. .
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Himself, and were going forth to smite in all its glory, unattended by
any vision of pity or compassion.
He, that is pitiful as a Father, has abandoned His tenderness and
has clothed Himself, in this visitation, with the apparel of pitiless
judgment visited upon even the youngest childbood. The wail of
Egypt's mothers, the stronger, if more silent, grief of the fathers,
throughout the land, will not stay the progress of death. That Presence
which is ever embracing, enfolding, encompassing us, cherishing our
hearts with life and being, is now in Egypt: Itself the chill embrace
of deatb. Did we see, as David, the sword of the angel, once
unsheathed over Jerusalem, drawn and casting a broad shadow of
universal desolation over this our land, that would surely awaken
our bearts into the cries of a passionate prayer. But this is far more
terrible. It is God Himself arising in His wrath, the God of Life
now become the very Presence of Death in the glory of His Essential
Justice. He Himself passes through the land, and all the firstborn
must die. And so, as the hour of midnigbt is sounding from all the
watch-towers of Egypt,* a cry arises from every house in the land,
a universal death-wail, through the startled air, only to die away in
tbe tranquil depths of tbe starlit skies.
Ob, terrible cry! in which are mingled the wailings of the mothers as
they make lamentation for their dead, the last sob of the dying victims
of J ehovah's wrath, and the groans of the poor cattle in the stalls.
Such is the wild, unearthly horror of this midnight cry! None can
spare sympathy for his neighbour's sorrow, for he has death in his
own house. So, from Pharaoh upon the throne to the maidservant
sitting behind the mill, a wail of universal agony goes up to heaven,
and is lost amid tbe silence of the stars, for God will not hearken nor
have pity. In the close relation tbere is between this record of the
last plague and the first Passover, and the death and passioni' of Jesus,
how much of the infinite mystery of that relation depends upon the
immediate Presence of the Divine Justice in this ancient tragedy. For
thus only can there be establisbed any analogy of meaning, wbich
indeed had been lost, if the death of the firstborn had been due only
to a mediate angelic ministry. It was no angel nor high archangel
that smote the Only-Begotten of the Father, in the true Paschal
Sacrifice, which averted the death-stroke of the Eternal Justice from
the Israel of God (Zech. xiii. 7).
The Infinite Justice Itself, in Its Presence of awful holiness, veils

* 11 The division of the day into hours was known to the Egyptians at a. very
early period. They had twelve hours of the day and of the night (ealled uau =
hour), each of which had its own genius drawn with a star on its head. The word
is said by Lepsius to be found as far baek as the 5th dynasty." (Smith," Bible
Diet.," i.. 835.)
t May we not trace a Divine intention in the strange coincidence of sound,
though only of sound, between the Hebrew" Pascha " and the Greek word, from
which our sacred word" Passion n is derived? Some early writel'S of the Church
(Irenams and Tertullian), who were ignorant of the Hebrew tongue, even actually,
hut wrongly, identified .the words.
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the cross with those preternatural midnight shadows till a solitary
dying voice, the human voice of the Eternal Son, cries, in the abandonment of Calvary, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
o voice of Jesus, in Thy solitude of infinite sorrow more awful than
Egypt's cry of concentrated anguish in the midnight of the Exodus!
In this initial sacrament* of the Jewish ritual there was a union of
all the other sacrifices and oblations of that dispensation. Among the
sacrificial oblations of the Law these three hold the chief place: the
sin-offering, the peace-offering, and the burnt-offering. The Paschal
Lamb combined, in its singular mystery, the spiritual elements of all
three. It was a whole bnrnt-offering, inasmuch as it was roasted whole
and entire, nor might a bone of it be broken. It was a peace-offering,
because the family of the offerer partook of it as a sacrificial meal.
And it was also a sin-offering, inasmuch as it might be on occasion a
kid of the goats, which was the usual sacrificial oblation for sin.
In Christ, who is the true" Passover, sacrificed for us," is the Divine
fulfilment of all these olden types. He is the sin-offering, for, as the
goat was the creaturely emblem of the wilfulness of sin, and so chosen
for the sin-offering, so was Christ" made sin " for us. Upon Him was
transacted, not by a transfusion (that were a blasphemous heresy), but
by a most real imputation, all the Chnrch's sin, and in Him -that sin
was condemned and put away. He is the burnt-offering, for He offered
Himself wholly unto God, "an offering of a sweet-smelling savour, a
Sacrifice acceptable unto God." His whole life of obedience, crowned
and finished by the dread act of sacrifice on Calvary, was one entire
oblation, and, by reason of the Hypostatical Union, of infinite merit
for the justification and aeceptance of the elect. He, too, is the true
Peace-offering, for in Him the Father and the forgiven soul meet in
mutual love, and rest in....holy delight and fellowship.
The father of the family in each household was· in the Passover
commanded to take a bunch of hyssop, and, dipping it in the
basin that had received the blood of the lamb, to sprinkle with
the crimson sign the lintel and doorposts of the house.
This
mystic sprinkling was to be performed by the father of each
several household, because, in those pre-Sinaitic days, and before
the institution of the Aaronical priesthood, the head of the household
was, of natnral right, invested with the office of priest for his own family.
This aspersion of the blood represents the communication by Christ,
the High Priest of the Church Universal, of the merit of His most
precious blood to the soul. The hyssop, t a lowly herb growing out of

* "The sacraments of the Old Testament were both sacraments and types;
the S<'l.Cramcllts of the New are sacraments only" (John Trapp, M.A., Comment.
Those mysteries looked onward to an antitypica-l fulfilment. The
on Ex. xii).
Lord's Supper is no mystery, but a showing forth and remembrance of that fulfilment at Golgotha.
t The identification of few other plants has, perhaps, been more difficult than
is that of this. The different opinions may be seen in Smith's" Bible Dictionary"
(i., p. 845), where preference is given to the caper.plant. The Talmud enumerates
five different kinds of hyssop. It is remarkable that the hyssop was used in the
presentation of the vinegar at the crucifixion.
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the' walls* round Eastern dwellings, does not represent to us the
"commonness of faith," for true, saving faith, the gift of God, and
wrought in the heart by the grace of the blessed Spirit, is indeed the
rarest thing in the world, being far other than a natural credulity
religionized. Faith is a supernatural grace, Divinely imparted to the
soul. The hyssop intends rather the humiliation of Christ.
By His humiliation and obedience, by His stripes and wounds, by
His cross and passion, He has received His mediatorial right to purge
us with His own blood, the blood of Him Who was, and is, God, t
from an evil conscience; and surely it is His office only to apply to
the soul the merit and cleansing virtue of the precious blood. That
ill-considered interpretation of this sprinkling with the hyssop, which
would interpret the hyssop, as if a common plant, of faith, forgets
not only that" the faith of God's elect" is purely and entirely a
Divine gift, but also that the hyssop was held at the first Passover in
the hand of th" father, as the household priest (comp. Lev. xiv. 6,7),
and so this misinterpretation would really glorify faith ouly at the
expense of the sole honour of the priestly rights of Christ. The heart
is not self-purged. Christ applies by the Spirit the sweet virtue of
His own blood to the soul (Ps. li. 7).
There was in the sprinkling of the lintel and door-posts a true
aspersion of the blood of the lamb. The precious blood of the Divine
Lamb redeems those souls ouly whom the Father has eternally chosen
in Christ, and its being shed for their mercy secures the bestowal by
the Spirit of the grace of regeneration, justification, and perseverance
to all the' predestinate. Thus the fountains of the eternal Love flow
only in the channel of the precious blood. To believe otherwise would
destroy the unity of will and counsel in the Godhead, and if there be
a diversity of will there can be no unity of nature, for the will of God
is necessarily identical with the essential nature of God. The blood
was sprinkled upon the lintel, upon the very front of every Israelitish
dwelling, both that the Eternal Justice might see and pass over, and
also that the purple stain might be in open view of all who passed by,
in token that all who are Christ's are signed with this seal of their
redemption, having the precious blood sprinkled by the finger of
Christ, the High Priest, as it were, upon the forehead of the soul's
faith, which may not be ashamed to own Him as its only Lord. How
beautiful has been this inward sign of the precious blood, when it has
shone forth in the glorious victories, through death and suffering, of
God's martyr host!
But the blood was also to stain with purple sign the two door-posts,
so that none could enter the houses of the Israelites without passing
actually between and through the blood. Should not this signify to
us that everything that enters and visits our hearts, all our thoughts,
and hopes, and desires should be consecrated by the precious blood?
Oh, let all vain and unworthy guests be forbidden access to our love and
• 1 Kings iv. 33.
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welcome by this most sacred sign. And why must not the blood be
sprinkled upon the threshold 1 Doubtless in showing that Christ
would not have His blood to lie beneath the feet of the secular cares
and worldly thoughts that clamour for entrance into our hearts. The
holiest thing in all the world to the faithful is the doctrine of the precious
blood. The heart, redeemed by its merit, will have best token, that
the blood of Christ has been sprinkled by His own grace upon the
lintel of its adoring love, if it can come forth out of itself to reverence
and worship, with all sacred devotion, the merit of its Redeemer; for,
as the Israelite could only look upon the sign of his salvation, that
terrible mght, from without, so the gracious soul, denying all merit in
inherent grace, owns that all saving merit and mercy is external to
itself in the blood and righteousness of Christ Jesus. "This month
shall be unto you the beginlling of months; it shall be the first month
of the year to you." Why, then, was this change of months commanded, from the autumnal month,* which hitherto had been the
illitial month of the Israelitish year, to the vernal month of Abib 1
For the month Abib, taking its name from an ear of corn, is the month
of Spring, when the earth begins again to dress herself in her beauty
after the desolation of the winter.
Surely this transference of honour was because in that month, with
the deliverance from the bondage of Egypt, a new era dawned for
Israel. This vernal month t was the beginlling of new things indeed,
a new history, a new springtide of national hope and freedom, new
experiences of the Divine mercy.
Does not this convey a spiritual instruction 1 As long as our hearts
are buried in the world, devoted to worldly desires and thoughts, it
is but the autumnal season with us. And in autumn the leaves may
indeed be golden, but that very beauty is but a sign of present decay
and a premomtion of fast approaching death, when the tree shall be
leafless and bare. Such is an emblem of the hope of the worldling.
The heart may promise itself the fulfilment of all its hop.es and
aspirations, which look rich and golden like the leaves of autumn;
but all-<Jven the most fondly cherished expectations and fairest hopes
-must presently wither and decay, and leave nothing but the long
winter of desolation, an eternal death that shall never know a springtide.
But when the heart has been delivered from the servitude of sin
by the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, when, in place of its old
devotion to vanity and the world, it is consecrated by the precious

* Yet this month, 'fisri, had still a peculiar solemnity of its own, for

in it were

celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles and the great Day of Atonement.

The

Hebrew year had thus, from the Exodus, two l'eckonings, the sacred and the civil.
t It has been suggested that the Creation was at the autumnal equinox, the
fruits being then on the mystic trees, the sacramental signs of the Covenant of
works (cf. Chamock, iv., 515). The autumn of creation was followed by the sad
winter of the fall. In the mystery of redemption and of the new creation the
springtide is come (Cant. ,ii. 10-17).
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blood to the service of Him who redeemed it by His cross and passion,
then a new order of things begins for it henceforth, and it may indeed
look back to the springtide of its regeneration and of its awakening
into a new spiritual life, and say, "That year, that month was the
beginning of months, the beginning of years to my soul in the passing
away of the old life, and the translation into a new,* wherein Christ
and I are one." Grace, which has spiritual correspondence with the
mind of God, reckons time differently indeed from the calculations of
nature, and, the more it has dominion in the soul, the less it will note
in the annals of the life those events, which nature inscribes in its
diary, as making epochs in our lives, the times when, as we say, the
tide of our adversity began to turn, and better days dawned for us,
the seasons of temporal prosperity, when some ardently desired good
was achieved, or some threatened ill averted. These are not God's
ways of marking time. These are not the red-letter days of the
calendar of grace. How vainly we glorify the date when any scientific
or inventive discovery has dawned upon the mind of some famous
man, but how infinitely more glorious, because capable of an eternal
realization, as well as excelling all else in the glory of its object, is a
new thought of God, embreathed by the Spirit of God into the soul,
a new experience of His love in Christ, a new sweetness of felt com·
ml,mion in the Spirit. The periods in our lives, which heaven regards
as only of moment, are those which mark some advance in our spiritual
life; times when we have by His grace a new revelation of the Heart
of God, new desires after His love, new thoughts of His ways, new
patience under the cross. t The thankful memories of faith cherish the
times of some painfnl inward crucifixion of self, when the Divine gracc
wrought so strongly upon us that our self-love was conquered, rather
than any festival-days of the coronation of our worldly hopes. So let
us pray that He will make this indeed the beginning of months to us,
that, as we pass another milestone of the journey of life, this year may
be one to be remembered, not for the secular joys and sorrows that
may befall us during its course, but as, by the Spirit's grace, consecrated
by new thoughts of God and of His mercy in the merits .of Christ, the
Lamb of Bethlehem and Calvary; by a closer acquaintance with His
love, yes, even in the faithfulness of His chastening, a more earnest
desire to serve Him, and in all things to be conformed to His Son,
though it be by sorrow and suffering, and by a nearer approach to the
heart which is ever open in grace and love, as the hiding-place and
home of His weak and weary children. So if in this year, for the
days are surely grown very late, the cry at midnight be heard and the
Lord come, may our voice not be mingled with those foolish virgins,
in a sadder cry even than the death-wail of Egypt, the cry of a deceived
hope and an eternal despair, but heard in the response of love, going
forth to meet Him, saying gladly, "The day is breaking and the
<

• 1 Cor. v. 17.
t Every season of spiritual revival in the Church's life or in the experience of each
regenerate soul may be likened to' a springtide (Cant. ii. 12). .

•
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shadows flee; haste, my Beloved, and be Thou like a roe or a young
hart upon the mountains of Bether" (Cauticles n. 17).
Of the Lamb, of the bitter herbs and unleavened bread with the
other circumstances of the Paschal rite, we shall have to speak further,
if God will.
(To be continued.)
COMFORTED-COMPASSED-COVERED.
I RECEIVED a booklet during Christmastide from a friend in Ireland,
entitled" Behind-Beside-Before," beautiful verses on Ps. cxxxix. 5,
"Thou hast beset me behind and before." So, as one verse runs
" Behind-beside-beforeWe may not fret or fear.
We go girt round with God
Into the unknown year."
The sweet thought ran on into other grooves, and the words
" comforted-compassed-covered" came to my heart. Comforted
(see Ps. !xxi. 21), "Thou shalt . . . . comfort me on every side,"
so that we have not only His presence behind, beside, before, but His
presence is a comforting presence also on every side. He will comfort
"as a mother comforteth" (Isa. lxvi. 13). Oh! how tenderly she
comforts. There is no comfort on earth comparable to the tender,
thoughtful, sweet, sympathetic, intuitive comfort of a precious mother;
no comfort so pure, so self-abnegating, so altogether restful as hers.
And so the Comforter Himself compares His comfort with that highest
of all earthly comforts. "As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will I comfort you." No matter how unworthy the object of her love,
the tender mother's love but clings the more closely. And thus, dear
believer, behind, beside, before, through sin, sorrow, and suffering, we
shall be " comforted on every side."
"Compassed about" was another thought that arrested me;
surrounded on all sides with songs of deliverance (Psalm xxxii.
7). "Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."
Thus when foes threaten and attack, yet He who has overcome,
Who is behind, beside, before, defends so mightily, successfully,
triumphantly, that we are literally compassed about, surrounded
with songs of deliverance. Foes we must encounter in our pilgrimage
state; difficulties we shall meet with; in the world we must have
tribulation; but, dear reader, there is never defeat; there is never
"a drawn battle;" there is always blessed, sure and certain victory.
Songs of deliverance one cannot sing with a heavy heart, under a
sense of fear or oppression. Only the joyous and' lighthearted can
sing, and so with rejoicing and gladness of heart the redeemed of the
Lord are compassed about with songs of deliverance. Oh! what
solace to have this assurance at the beginning of the new, untried
year, with all its pOSSibilities of sorrow, that the:believer has also the
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other side, the silver lining, the glorious songs of deliverance, which
are not merely possibilities but certainties for the redeemed people
of God.
Then the word "covered" also spoke sweetly to me in this
connection (Is. li. 16), "I have covered thee in the shadow of "'line
hand," hidden thee from the eye of the enemy. Hidden where 1 (Ps.
xxxi. 20) " Thou shalt hide them in the secret of Thy Presence." Oh!
what a bright, sure, sacred Hiding-place. "He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty." Abide,. no thrusting out. Covered in His shadow.
Dear reader, who or what can harm thee there 1 In the shadow of
His hand implies great nearness; yes, and the necessity for very
close walk with Him, otherwise we are exposed, and so being
uncovered we must necessarily suffer. May we dwell near and abide
under the shadow of the Almighty, "Hidden in the Saviour's side,"
and "His righteousness hides all our transgressions from view."
Thus covered we are viewed only in Him, and the Father is well-pleased.
"Under His shadow is great delight" (Cant. 2-3). _ "I sat down"
(that implies satisfaction, mutual satisfaction) "under His shadow
with great delight."
Then, when we reach the Father's House above, how fully, how
-everlastingly all these sweet Presence-assurances will be fulfilled. We
.shall be ".comforted in Jerusalem" (Isa. Ixvi. 13) .. Jerusalem above,
" Jerusalem the Golden." Comforted there indeed on every side, we
shall be compassed about with songs of deliverance, "songs and
everlasting joy;" we "shall obtain joy, and gladness, and sorrow,
.and sighing shall flee away" (Isa. xxxv. 10). And we shall be covered,
surrounded ,vith glory, hidden and absorbed, and seen only as One
Body, the Body of Christ. For He is " AU the glory of Immanuel's
land;" therefore in Him we shall be glorified.
Dwelling on all these sublime subjects, ten thousand more crowding
on our spiritual vision, we see the happy position of "the sons and
.daughters of the Lord Almighty." What rich provision for every
need. What unassailable security on all sides and under all circumstances. The pilgrim way is onward, upward, homeward, and there
is so much to cheer "the little while between"; the love of the
Father, the grace of the Son, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. We
. may well adopt the language of the dear hymn writer and say
" Thus while I journey on my Lord to meet,
My thoughts and meditations are so sweet
Of Him on Whom I lean, my strength, my stay,
I can forget the sorrows of the way."
Also we may join with another in heart and soul in the prospect, and
,ere long in the glorious verity.
" Oh! how will recompense His smile
The sorrO\vs of earth's little while."
NETrIE.

THE
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. F. SUMNER, M.A.
THOSE of our readers who are members of the congregation of St. Maryle-Port Church, Bristol, and were present at the recent New Yellr's
Meeting, when a singnlarly helpfnl address was delivered by the Rev.
FREDERICK SUMNER, Vicar of St. Bartholomew's parish, Bristol, will,
we are sure, be pleased to see his portrait in the M;AGAZINE this month.
Equally pleased will be the many friends of Mr. SUMNER in London, at
Follrestone, and Reading, and in Devonshire, where he ministerially
laboured in past years.
Mr. SUMNER is an Oxford man. He graduated from Balliol College
in the year 1887, and in the following year was ordained to the curacy
of St. Panl's, Bristol. In 1890 he became Rector of Compton-Greenfield, Gloucestershire. Subsequently he held curacies at Greyfriars,
Reading, St. John's, Folkestone, and from 1899 to 1903 he filled the
post of Senior Curate of St. Paul's, Onslow Square, under its Vicar,
the Rev. Prebendary H. W. Webb-Peploe. He was in 1903 presented
by the Earl of Portsmouth to the living of Chawleigh, North Devon,
where his earnest Evangelical ministry was much blessed. Among
his special efforts to bring souls within the sound of the Gospel, he
started services in a disused stable, four miles from the Parish Church,
which were largely attended in all weathers, many of his hearers
coming from various parishes for several miles round. Mr. SUMNER
is a convinced Protestant. While in London he was a member of
the Executive Committee of the Protestant Reformation Society. He
is a present member of the Committee of the Barbican Mission to the
Jews. In September of last year Mr. SUi\1NER was instituted to the
living of St. Bartholomew, Bristol, and his appointment represents a
welcome accession to the Evangelical and Protestant cause in the
City of the West.. He has published various discourses, for, as a
preacher and a platform speaker, he possesses special gifts, particularly
an attractive and forcible method of expounding and illustrating the
holy Scriptures. "'le have referred to his recent New Year's address
at Mary-le-Port.. It would have afforded us -pleasure to give a full
report of his edifying and inspiring observations, but We must be content
to record a few notes only. The address was on " Changed Strength,"
the reference being to Isa. xl. 29-31: "He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. Even the
youths shall faint and be weary, and the yOlmg men shall utterly
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, and they shall walk and not faint." Here, said Mr. SUMNER,
God gives us two pictures. We all like pictures. The first picture
delineates the naturally' sustained man; the second describ.es the
spiritually sustained man. The natural man is represented by youth
-but, observe, by fainting youth, youth weary, utterly falling-as
spoken of in Rom. v. 6, "without strength." On the other hand, the
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spiritually sustained man is described as the man who rellews (or
changes) strength, e.g., as Exod. iv. 10-12; Judges vi. 15, 16; Phil.
iii. 4; J er. i. 6-8; who waits, for waiting time is never lost time.
Activity is easier than waiting. And what is the quality of this
waiting? It is patient, prayerful, trustful, hopeful, and joyful. And,
now, what are the resuUs of such waiting upon God? Why, increased
strell{Jth (v. 29); power to the faint (v. 29)-power over sin, over
Satan, over self; such waiting souls realize the risen life, they" mount
up with wings," they cease to grovel here below; they manifest
activity-with wings, they "run" (v. ~1); the life of the believer
eonsists not in contemplation only-" Take my feet, and let them be
swift and beautiful for Thee." Another blessed result of waiting on
the Lord is" rest" to the soul. The}' shall" ruu " and not be" weary."
And the last blessing is that they shall" walk," and not faint. They
shall not hurry, or make self-effort. All shall be done in an energy
Divine. Bustle implies self-energy.
Thus 14r. SUMNER discriminated between flesh and spirit, between
nature and grace, and showed liimself a workman taught of God
rightly to divide the Word of Truth. We are indeed thankful for such
testimony in times when the popular pulpit is claiming for perverted
human nature attributes and capabilities little short of Divine.
THE EDITOR.
THE BLESSEDNESS OF FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW, D.D.
" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered."PSA LM xxxii. 1.

SCRIPTURE exhibits many portraits of the blessed man: each abounds
in lovely charms, and claims devout attention. In all there is a common feature: amid much diversity one similitude prevails. None
rank among the blessed who have not received forgiveness of sin.
Apart from realizing views of pardon, there is no blessedness; for
there is no abiding joy in the heart-no glowing beauty in the lifeno solid hope in the prospect. Let forgiveness be withdrawu, and
what is man? A brand blighted by curse-a withered branch fit only
for the burning-a wretched outcast in a wilderness of woe-a convict
awaiting just execution. Scripture rejects such from its worthies.
Blessed only is he " whose transgression is forgiven."
The subject has now advanced to this point of blessedness. But
what expanded thoughts can grasp this glorious theme! What
fervent words can adequately paint the bliss! Can temporal mercies
be named in comparison? Their whole assemblage multiplied and
magnified to all excess is dim before this treasure. Without this
adjunct their fulness is utter emptiness-their satisfaction is a mere
blank-their sweetest cup holds no refreshment.
The sun may brightly shine-the breezes softly fan-wealth may
•
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fill the coffers-domestic joys may happily abound-friends may
caress-health may be in firmest vigour; but amid these, and more
than these delights, the unpardoned soul is empty, downcast, and
forlorn. Such benefits in themselves are shadows with no substance.
They cannot command continuance: a trembling hand holds them
insecurely. Separation is near: soon, very soon, they may depart.
An angry God looks angrily on all; and in His anger there is disconsolation, apprehension, dismay, misery. Nothing really smiles beneath
God's frown; and this frown looks sternly on the unforgiven.
Can angelic blessedness compete with this enjoyment 1 Doubtless
angels live and shine in happiness supreme for ever: their wings
expand in heaven's sunshine; but they come short of the ecstatic joy
of reading reconciliation in a Father's face. They cannot sing, " Jesus
loved us, and gave Himself for us, and bought us with the most precious price of His most precious blood." They cannot extol forgiveness springing from the heart of God, and flowing to them through the
pierced side of the Lamb of God. There is, then, a blessedness which
exceeds theirs: it is the blessedness of the man" whose transgression
is thus forgiven."
This blessedness now invites review. It comes with two-fold aspect.
It has an excluding hand, driving away all misery: it has an admitting
hand, bringing in all joys. It firmly banishes all affrighting foes;
it erects a strong barrier aganist heart-trouble; it releases from the
grasp of threatened woe; it slays disquietudes; it stands conqueror
over tormenting apprehensions; it spoils all terrors of their sting;
it sits in triumph over all causes of soul-anxiety. Collect all the
enemies which terrify the heart: their weapons are blunted by forgiveness. In this fearful group the most prominent are: (1) The wrath of
God; (2) The curse of the Law; (3) An accusing conscience; (4) The
fear of death; (5) The awfulness of eternity. Let the several links of
this appalling chain be marked in order.
1. God's anger appears. Its form is terrible; it justly comes to
execute just vengeance. It is righteous; it is righteously aroused to
vindicate His outraged rule. It is mighty; it has unlimited command
of every instrument by which misery can be inflicted. No human arm
can resist. Where can the guilty hide from it 1 Let now the sinner
meet it with forgiveness in his hand: instantly the avenging sword is
sheathed, the thunderbolts of fury fall innocuous! Why 1 The
exciting cause is gone;· therefore anger ceases: it dies at the feet of
the forgiven man. The shipwrecked mariner on a rock of safety
smiles upon the waves, the tempest, and the winds; their fury is
escaped. Thus the forgiven survey the threats of wrath, and tremble
not; no commission goes forth against them. "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven."
2. Next, the curse of the Law rolls terrifically. Its voice is indeed
the thunder's inexorable roar. It has no heart to melt into relentings:
its stern frown cannot relax into compassion. It is charged to fall with
all its weight upon each violator of its decrees: it must.do this work
7
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unsparingly. An unmitigable proclamation precedes it: "Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in all things that are written in the
Book of the Law to do them." Nothing but forgiveness can defy this
curse. But the forgiven man calmly meets the uplifted arm; with
checking plea he arrests its fury. He can truly say, "I am no more
subject to such penalty; I hold absolute immunity. Christ, on
Calvary's cross, endured my total curse; for me my Surety has exhausted this vengeance." In the ark the rescued family marked
unmoved the swellings of the engulfing deep; in Zoar's shelter Lot
looked upon the fiery deluge, and felt that he was safe; so the sinner,
sheltered in forgiveness, hears undismayed the blasts of legal threats.
" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven."
3. Next, conscience is a restless troubler. It is privy to the most
secret movements of the mind; its eye is keen to mark all deviations
from right course; its hand fails not to record; its memory refuses
to forget. It cannot but be an adversary to offence; its voice is active
in recital of past deeds; it shows in fearful array long trains of thoughts,
and words and acts which no oblivion can bury. These are ready to
reappear at the judgment bar; and they are justly liable to wrath.
This conscience, as a cruel tormentor, often haunts the terrified
offender. How can it be shaken off 1 Where can escape be found 1
Let now forgiveness appear. It meekly confesses the truth of every
charge; it extenuates no guilt; but it points to the book of remembrance, and-shows every transgression erased-all iniquity blotted out.
Then the conscience is lulled into sweet peace. The debtor no more
turns pale at the creditor's approach, if he holds a discharge earned by
the payment of a sufficient surety. The rebel flees not hom the officer,
if he can show the royal seal of pardon. So the sinner, who has received
obliteration of every offence in the vicarious blood, peacefully produces
his acquittal, and silences all threats of this accusing monitor. "Blessed
is he whose transgression is forgiven."
4. Death to the unpardoned is an enemy clad in mail of terrors. It
comes on with step which never pauses; with hand outstretched, and
ever nearing, to bear its victim hom this short-lived scene. Its touch
will soon extinguish mortal life, and perhaps most suddenly. Then
reprieves are ended; the last sand of forbearance falls through; the
worn-out thread snaps. Hiding-places no more can shelter; all
fabricated refuges crumble away. It is commissioned to dissipate all
groundless hopes. It bears the sinner hom earth to meet the judgment
bar, at which delusions vanish, and all is the reality of solemn truth.
Hence life·long apprehensions torment. But forgiveness changes the
whole prospect; it deadens death's sting. This sting is sin, but
forgiveness expunges sin, and so destroys the sting, and leaves the foe
spoiled of his destroying weapon. The captive fears not the jailer's
step, when he knows that he comes only to release. The forgiven can
deliberately say, Jesus is my Friend, who purchased pardon for me;
and death is my friend, who bears me to His arms. "Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven."
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5. But to the unforgiven man eternity is the most formidable prospect.
He cannot extricate himself from everlasting existence; he cannot
extinguish the torch of never-dying consciousness; he must drag on a
never-ending day. He may sigh, "Will no uight come 1" The
answer is, Time is no more. lIiillions of years bring no end nearer;
millions UPOl) millions change not the unchangeable expanse. Misery
must be misery for ever. The worm ever gnaws; the furnace never
cools. Oh! what a marvel is it, that a sinner not delivered from
eternal wrath can be free from agonizing fear! But forgiveness
dispels all these forebodings. What shall he fear whose sins are all
washed out 1 Eteruity's long day will not revoke forgiveness. It is
as ever living as its Author, " I am that I am."
Such the blessedness of him " whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered," when viewed from the negative position of excluded
terrors. It is high ground of happiness, and- trnly blessed are they
whose feet stand firmly on it.
But the whole is not yet told. The hill of forgiveness has a more
sunny side; the lips of the forgiven sing a sweeter song; pardon
brings yet more ecstatic joys. Into the deeper flood, the Lord \villing,
our barks shall shortly launch.
But here a pause is made, with an appeal to shivering souls, strangers
to this precious blessedness. Such is a sad condition; and it is voluntary, self-bowld misery. Can more have been done by our gracious
God to encourage sinners to enter upon this region of blessedness 1
Let the workings of His love be pondered; let Him be seen from all
eternity arranging counsels of peace, sending His well-beloved Son to
shame and agony, accepting His blood as full satisfaction for iniquityand doubts must vauish as to His readiness to pardon. Let His long
forbearance and His patient tarrying be marked. Is it not proof
that He desires not the sinner's death, but rather is waiting to give
welcome in the blood and mediation of His Son 1
All out of hell are \vithin reach of pardon. Witness His faithful
volume, so full of assurances, promises, calls. Could He have written
more clearly, more largely, more lovingly to testify His delight in
mercy 1 In His Gospel ordinances forgiveness is the foundation
stone. They all are nullity and mockery, unless God abounds in
pardons. Is there no truth in the testimony of saints in all ages, who
have tasted and found this gift of gifts 1 Are inviting calls a cheat 1
They surely testify that all who draw near to Hinl in Christ widoubtedly obtain forgiveness. Clinging to Hinl in prayer, in Scripture,
in ordinances, in holy, watchful, self-denying, God-fearing walk, they
exclaim, His forgiving goodness and pardoning grace exceed all thought.
Glad experience confirms, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered."
'
The blessedness of the man whose transgression is forgiven presents
fresh topics of happy thought. Advance will be more intelligent if
his state is rapidly reviewed. By the light and power of the Spirit he
has discerned forgiveness springing from the depths of God's heart,
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provided by the infinitude of God's wisdom-flowing in the channel
of the blood of Jesus-extending to his utmost need, and effectually
cleansing his soul from all pollution. He gives thanks for this gracious
gift dispensed in the harmonious concurrence of every Divine attribute.
He welcomes and recognizes it as holy, just, and good; alike snitable
to his rnined case, and bringing glory to God who wills, and plans, and
bestows. Therefore, fleeing from every vain refuge, renouncing
visionary confidences, he has embraced the sin-expiating cross, he has
washed in the all-cleansing stream, and so has entered the blessed
region of the pardoned. Such is his spiritual state-a state interwoven
\vith all blessedness.
Hitherto the view of his blessedness has been negative. It has been
exhibited as a barrier beating back all the waves which drown peace.
Let the scene now change; let the positive benefits appear. The
former aspect was calm, because of the banishment of ruffiing fears;
this latter is far more joyous, because of the overflowing of all delights.
Let us proceed then to sit doV<-u on the sunny side of redemption's hill,
to bask beneath heaven's most invigorating rays, to roam in the richest
pastures of God's choicest mercies, to draw water with joy from the
very depth's of salvation's well. Here is a spiritual paradise, where
trees abound laden with richest frnit, and flowers diffusing sweetest
fragrance. Here are groves of heavenly melody. At every turn
hearts cannot refrain from singing, " Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven."
This positive blessedness invites attention from various points.
It evidently includes: (1) Filial contemplation of God; (2) Happy
communion with Him; (3) Bright views of providence; (4) Alleviation
in sickness; (5) Comfort in death; (6) Acqnittal at the judgment
bar; (7) Glory throughout eternity.
1. Filial contemplation of God. The forgiven man is bold to lift
up his eyes and calmly to gaze on God. No clouds, no darkness intervene; no mantle shrouds the Father's face. Ready smiles sweetly
look down. The light of His countenance clearly shines. His throne
is in heaven, but it is a throne of grace; His seat is lofty, but it is a
mercy-seat. His hands are full, but they dart no thunderbolts of
wrath; they hold blessings for His adopted children. Glory is the
encircling halo, but it is the glory of parental love. The forgiven looks
upward, and such is the sight which cheers him. He seeks God's face,
and fears not. He acquaints himself with God, and is at peace. He
studies God, and rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Is it
not true, " Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven" 1
2. Happy communion with God. Can the forgiven man thus lift
up his eyes and not seek communion 1 The beauty and the grace
mightily attract. He approaches: nothing forbids free access;
nothing separates God from man but sin. But this dividing barrier is
removed; this obstructing partition has been levelled; this intervening
gulf has been bridged. Forgiveness has swept away all hindrances.
He holds in his hand the blood which opens the gates. Thus washed
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he comes to the very presence-to the audience chamber-to the
bosom of His God. With filial love he cries, "Abba, Father." He
hears in reply, " My son." He is bold to pour forth floods of petitionto tell out all the secrets of his heart. Loving ears receive; loving
lips reply. Sweet is this communion; hallowed is this fellowship.
He dwells in God and God in him; heaven is frequented in spirit
before earth is left. The forgiven flies upward and finds this welcome.
It must be conceded, " Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven."
3. Bright views of providence. To him all providential dealings
are the visits of a friend. In days of alienation their look was obscure,
perplexing, or frowning. Now they are recognized as issuing from
the council chamber of parental wisdom; they are received as angelic
guests, dropping blessings from their wings. They have on their
front one common inscription: "God is love." They all are
charged as David's captains: "Deal gently, for my sake, with my
son."
Sorrows in manifold form may come, but they bring no bitterness.
Burdens from many quarters may press, but they never crush. The
whole tribe of losses may in turn impoverish, but they take not God
away. His presence still remains, and then the cup is full.
Outward enjoyments may seem to retire, but the Author of all joy
still abides. Chastenings may be many and sore, but they all whisper,
" As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten" (Rev. iii. 19). They all
testify: He chastens for our profit, that we might be partakers of .His
holiness. Paul's thorn in the flesh was doubtless sharp, but the keen
point was blunted when the gracious design was seen to keep the
sufferer in the lowly vale of humiliation. Grief is not grief where there
is no curse. The furnace harms not if it refines the ore, and only
consumes dross; bereavement leaves not friendless if it brings the
chief Friend nearer. Trials destroy not comfort if they augment the
everlasting consolation.
Prosperous circumstances are now prosperity indeed, because so
sweetly hallowed; the true relish is now mixed in every cup of blessing.
Health, domestic comfort, competence, friendships' delights, success
in plans, are gilded by the rays of the heaven whence they come.
They are more joyous by awakening the joy of pious thanksgiving;
they are elevated by the upward flight of intelligent gratitude. They
cause the heart to burn in the rapturous praise, "They come all from
my Father! See how He thinks of me; see how He delights to aid
me; His eye is on me; His power works for me." The pardoned see
this brightness in the face of every providence. Who can deny,
" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven" ?
4. Alleviation in sickness. Forgiveness is a downy couch for hours
of declining health. Earthly tabernacles are open to many invasions
of disease. Sickness is often at the door waiting to gain entrance.
Let then the strength decay, and pains give angnish, and days drag
wearily, and nights prove strangers to repose; still the inner man
revives when the Spirit reminds of everlasting pardon. Patience
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smiles, while faith whispers: These sufferings lead not to eternal death;
they waft the frail bark on its course to the land where" the inhabitant
shall not say, I am sick; the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity" (Is. xxxiii. 24). He is not depressed by malady
who has Jehovah-rophi smoothing his bed. "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven."
5. Comfort in death. Forgiveness whispers sweet comfort to the
dying ear. Death comes without a frown when it walks hand in hand
with assured pardon. Hard indeed is the couch when the past days
record sin upon sin, with no blood to obliterate, with no Saviour to
redeem, with no Spirit to speak peace, when the eye dares not to face
the prospect, and turns in anguish from the retrospect. Oh, the agony
of departing when unpardoned sins haunt the sinbng soul! But
when forgiveness lends its solid rod and its supporting staff, the wornout pilgrim quickens his last steps, and springs forward to intermix
with the glorious company of the saints in light. He has long reckoned
death among his dearest treasures. The Spirit has taught him the
truth, " All things are yours, whether the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come; all are yours; for ye are Christ's,
and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23). He can say, To me to live
has been Christ, therefore to die is gain. But death only can disclose
the greatness of this gain. "Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven. "
6. Acqnittal at the judgment bar. This tribunal must be met. "It
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment"
(Heb. ix. 27). Bnt there are no terrors here for the forgiven man.
Condemnation fastens only upon sin, but all his sins have been condemned in Jesus. Their full desert of punishment was paid when
Jesus, on the accursed tree, drank to its dregs the penal cup. The
vultures of destruction can find no prey. This is the morning of his
proclaimed acquittal; this is the day of his coronation before all
heaven, all angels, and all men. He often sang on earth, " Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the
righteous Judge shall give me at that day." Now the reality, the
welcome, the full redemption have arrived. The King's voice goes
forth: "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world;" "and the righteous shall
go into life eternal." Is not the conclusion just: "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven" 1
7. Glory throughout eternity. The everlasting reign succeeds.
Death, and hell, and all not written in the book of life, shall be cast
into the lake of fire. Then the consummation and the bliss shall be
fully experienced. The forgiven shall follow the Lamb whithersoever
He goeth. He shall see the King in His beauty; he shall sit down at
the marriage supper of the Lamb. In God's presence he shall exult in
the fulness of joy; at God's right hand he shall receive pleasures for
evermore. He shall be enriched with all the delight which God ean
give; he shall be enrolled with all the glory which God can confer.
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Why! Because no stain of iniquity remains. He has" washed his
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
This sketch but scantily displays how blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven. Heaven must be reached and eternity exhausted
before the full blessedness can be lmown.
A solemn enquiry springs quickly from this glorious view. All men
should enquire, Is this blessedness ours! Are we among the company
of the forgiven! They are thus happy who by the Spirit's guidance
have accepted the Gospel provision, and have truly fled for refuge into
the extended arms of Jesus. They are thus happy who, seeing the
coming flood of wrath, have entered the only ark of salvation; and
under a deep sense of imminent peril, of desperate sinfulness, have
renounced self as a pit of ruin, and have trampled down all the rubbish
of man-invented remedies, and have from the inmost soul, and with
unfeigned faith, and with devout thanksgiving, embraced the full
remission which God has decreed, which Jesus has bought, and which
the Spirit lovingly proclaims. Let such as meekly, adoringly avow
that the renunciation and the reception have been transacted; that
they have thus turned in shame and loathing from self; that they
have thus closed with Jesus, not turn from a brief word of
exhortation.
Go in peace: your sins, which are many, are forgiven you. But
go and evince more and more by holy walk your utter abhorrence of
all evil, that deadliest murderer of souls. Take not into your bosom
again the viper whose venom caused the death of Him who bought
this blessedness: fondle not again the monster who drove the nails
into the Redeemer's hands and feet. "How shall we that are dead
to sin live any longer therein! " (Rom. vi. 2).
Go, too, and meditate more and more on the grace and worth, and
work of Jesus, the source of this blessedness. Meditate until your
enraptured souls become one flame of love. To you which believe
He is justly precious-all preciousness. The forgiven should be
always chiding their souls to draw nearer in faith, in love, in praise.
Hear the voice of the Church: "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul
loveth, where Thou feedest : I am sick of love." "My beloved is the
chiefest among ten thousand; He is altogether lovely." " Whom
have I in heaven but Thee: there is none upon earth whom I desire
beside Thee." Go, likewise, and tell others what blessedness you have
found. Compassionate the miserable whose sins remain, and on
whom wrath abides; labour by the many means within your power
to call them from their fearful state, and bring them to your inestima ble bliss. The forgiven enjoy not forgiveness alone; the blessed
strive to communicate and extend their blessedness; the saved seek
to' enlarge salvation's ranks; the heaven·bound seek to journey
heavenward in joyful companies. They individually pray, "Draw
me; we will run after Thee." They continually invite, " Come with
us." "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin
is covered."
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<!!Ottu:ponlJrnce.
To the Editor 0/ the" Gospel Magazine."
DEAR Sm,-As you kindly inserted in your Magazine not long since
a short memoir of both dear Mr. and Mrs. Batchelor, late of this parish,
exceptionally gracious and loving characters, and whose loss is still
keenly felt amongst us, I wonder if you would care to publish the
enclosed letter, which is an exact copy of one I received from Mrs.
Batchelor after her second operation, which speaks for itself of the grace
of God so manifest in her, and her chief desire that the Lord Jesus
might be glorified.
Yours sincerely,
M.E. JARVIS.
Danworth,
Hurstpierpoint, Sussex, Jan. 14th, 1908.
[COPY.]
My DEAR FRIENDS,-You will see I am still at my sister's, at
Balham, and seem likely to be for a little longer; it is too cold for
me to travel, and to-day the snow is falling fast. I have been thinking
of you during this cold spell at Danworth. I am afraid you will all
feel it very much, but do trust you will be shielded through it. I
expect you would hear something of me from Mr. Jarvis; he very
kindly came to see me in the hospital, and left me his volume of sermons,
which are very nice; his visit was shortened because there were some
other friends waiting to see me, and the time allowed is only an hour
in all. It was just a fortnight yesterday since I came out of the
Hospital. I am better than I was, but I gain strength very slowly,
and the dull and cold weather is rather against me. I sleep rather
better, which refreshes me in body, but the Word of God is the only
medicine that can revive my soul. The Pastor at Balham has been
at home for the last two Sundays, and I was thankfnl to feel that awe
upon my spirit which is one token of the Lord's presence in His house.
I did not expect to be there the first Sunday, but the day was so lovely,
I felt I could venture, and thought the words of the text rather
remarkable: "Oh spare me, that I may recover strength before I
go hence, and be no more." I never dare pray absolutely for life,
because it might be a life of suffering, but I felt that day, "If it be
for the glory of that Blessed Name, that was named in that operating
room, spare me and strengthen me to tell it 'to the generation
following,''' as Hezekiah said in the chapter that was read. In the
evening I heard better from, "We are workers together with God.
Ye are God's husbandry, ye are GOD'S building." The pruning knife
and the shaping tool, in His hand make no mistake, nor will He cause
His children a needless tear.
Many are the changes in my feelings;
sometimes very low and full of fears, and not able to look forward to
more than one step; then again, I am revived in hope of the glory of
God. Last Sunday morning I hope never to forget, although I cannot
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bring the exercise back in the power and sweetness of it at all times.
The text was from Hebrews, and since my dear husband's death, I
always turn to that blessed Epistle with a kind of reverence, and seem
to hear the sound of his dear voice, as he repeated so much of it from
memory, "Seeing then, that we have a Great High Priest, Who has
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession." (1st)" Seei'fUj then "-we must have opened eyes-spiritual
sight. (2nd)" A great High Priest "-merciful, faithful, touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, able to save to the uttermost, ALL that
come unto God by HIM. (3rd) Where He is-" Who has passed into
the heaven.s "-the Forerunner of His people (my dear one loved that
word), and I thought of him, and others we love, who have" passed into
the heavens;" it is such a sweet e"..pression, and by it for a time the
fears that distress me sometimes as to the manner of my death were
all taken away, and I had a good hope that I and those about
me will have a full consciousness that my soul" has passed into the
heavens." (4th)" Jesus, the Son of God "-this was a most blessed
part of the Sermon. Jesus, the God· M an was lifted up to the gaze of
poor sin·bitten souls, and the Son of God was exalted as we love to
hear Him. The preacher's mind was wounded, and his spirit stirred,
by the blasphemy of the" New Theology" that is being openly pre~ched
at the City Temple.
There are some portions the Lord seems to seal to us, and this He
did to me, by a little circumstance that occurred. Feeling tired when
we got home, I said to my sister, I will have my dinner quietly in my
room, and try and rest for the evening; this decision caused some
expressions of sorrowful regret in my sister's household, and my spirit
seemed to sink fathoms, and a darkness fell on my mind that hid all
the sweet truths I had heard from my sight, the enemy of our peace
loudly suggesting, " That so it would be to the end, the nature of my
affiiction would bring sadness and death upon every house I went
into." Our gracious, interceding High Priest only left me a short
time in this desolate place; His own words to His disciples were spoken
to my heart, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby." All the blessed
things of the discourse returned to the comfort of my soul, and though
I do not deceive myself as to natural life (though all things are possible
with God), for Lazurus did die, yet the sweet relief it is to hope that
the frnit of this affiiction shall not bring death and sadness wherever I
go, but that God will glorify His blessed Name in it.
Now I want you to tell me how you are getting on at Hurst. I
think so much of you all. Give my love to all the friends, and kindly
ask them to accept the reading of this letter as if to them. When the
weather is warmer it is arranged for me to go to Southborough, and
if the Lord strengthen, I hope to return to " The Cot" from there.
Christian love to all.
5, Tantallon Road,
M. P. BATCHELOR.
Balham, Jan. 24th, 1907.
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'3tOu£ltant l!3caCtln.
EVERY CHRISTIAN A

PRIEST;

BEING EXTRACTS FROM EMINENT WRITERS ON THE PRIESTHOOD OF
BELIEVERS, CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED.

With an Introduction by
THE LATE REV. WILLIAM B. MACKENZIE, M.A.

(Continued from page 56.)
EXTRACTS.

WE (believers) are the true priests of God, ~ God hath said.-Justin
Martyr, died A.D. 167.
We are the true worshippers and the true priests, who, by praying
in the spirit, sacrifice personal and acceptable prayer to God, which
He hath required, and which is addressed to Himself.-Tertullian,
died 240.
All, as many as are anointed with the unction of the holy oil
(1 Jobn n. 20-27), are made priests; as also Peter saith to the whole
Church, .. Ye are the royal priesthood." -Origen, died 254.
All the children of the Church are priests.-The heathens accuse us,
because we have neither temples, altars, nor victims.-Ambrose, died
397.
We have a victim above, a priest above", a sacrifice above; let us,
therefore, offer such sacrifices as can be presented at that altar.Chrysostom, died 407.
They are all priests, forasmuch as they are members of the One
Priest. The priesthood of the Jews was a figure of the future royal
priesthood which is in the Church, wherewith all are consecrated who
belong to the body of Christ.-Augustine, died 430.
Christ is Himself the altar, Himself the incense, Himself the high
priest.-Cyril of Alexandria, died 444.
Cbrist hath no succession in the priesthood, for this reason, that He
is both priest and sacrifice.-Epiphanius, died 510.
Every pious man, predestinated to everlasting life, is truly a priest,
ordained by God.-WyclifJe, died 1384.
Our modern priesthood, which takes its rise in Rome, feigning a
power more exalted than that of angels, is not the priesthood which
Christ appointed.-" The Conclusions of the Lollards," presented to
Parliament, 1394.
All Christians are altogether priests; and let it be anathema to
assert there is any other priest than he who is a Christian; for it will
be asserted without the Word of God, on no authority but the sayings
of men, or the antiquity of custom, or the multitude of those that
think so.-Martin Luthe,', died 1546.
Be assured that there is no priesthood in tile New Testament, visible
and external, except what has been set up by human lies, through_the
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agency of Satan. But there is one only priesthood of Christ for us,
whereby He offered Himself for us and us all with Himself. Tbis is a
spiritual priestbood and common to all Christians. For we all wpo
are Christians are priests by tp e same priestbood by wbich Cbrist is,
tbat is, we are sons of Christ, the Chief Priest. nor need we any other
priest at all besides Christ.-Ibid.
In the Diet of Worms, the Nuncio of the Pope enumerated amongst
the sins of Lnther, the following-" He sins against the church, for he
pretends that all Ohn".stians are priests": and this was one of the
heresies named in the bull which Pope Leo X. issued against Luther.
The priesthood of believers is, therefore, peculiarly a doctrine of the
Reformation.
They pluck away the honour from the only sacrifice of Christ: whilst
this sacramental and mass-sacrifice is believed to be propitiatory, and
such an one as purgeth the souls, both of the quick and the dead,
contrary to what is written to the Hebrews, "With one offering hath
he made perfect for ever them that are sanctified." And again,
" Where remission of these things (that is of sins) is, there is no more
offering for sin."-Bishop Ridley, died 1555.
The sacrificing priesthood is now changed, by God's ordinance, into
a preaching priesthood; and the sacrificing priesthood should cease
utterly, saving inasmuch as all Christian men are sacrificing priests.
Sacrificing priesthood should now cease for ever.-Latir>ier, died 1555.
Read over all the New Testament, and thou shalt not find ouce this
word, Sacredos, "priest," applied or spoken of any sort of ministers
(as the common sort do use it), hut when it is referred to the Pharisees,
and to such as do appertain, without all doubt, to the Old Testament.
It is referred always to all Christian people, which all be sacerdotes,
through Christ; and ministers have no manner of sacrifice, but common
with the laity, both men and women; that is to say, the sacrifice of
thanksgiving, and the quick and lively oblation of their own bodies.
The New Testament requireth no other sacrifice.-HutchinJJon, died
1555.
Christ's everlasting priesthood hath made an end of all the Levite
priesthood; yea, and of all other priesthood, save only that which
belongeth to all Christian men. The oblation of His body once for all
upon the altar of the cross, which was a slain sacrifice for our sill13,
abolisheth all other; and the law of His gospel hath blotted out the
law of the carnal commandment.-Ibid.
Other orders of priests I read none, save that which all Christians
be, to offer up themselves to God, and other spiritual sacrifices, by
Christ.-John Bradford, died 1555.
In 0hrist's kingdom is none outward priesthood, nor sacrifice to be
made for sin; for He hath, with one oblation for all, fully satisfied for
the sins of His elect number for ever.-Bishryp Bale, died 1563.
" Boldness to enter into the holiest" :-This privilege was at no time
granted to the Fathers under the law; for the people were prohibited
entering into the visible sanctnary, save that the high priest bore the
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names of the tribes on bis shoulders, and twelve stones for a memorial
of them on his breast-plate. But now the case is far otherwise. For
not only symholically, but in very deed an entrance into heaven is
open to us by boon conferred upon us by Christ, in that He hath made
us a royal priesthood.-John Calvin, died 1564.
We say, even as St. Peter, St. John, and Tertullian, every faithful
Christian man is a priest.-Bishop J ewell, died 1571.
Touching" the keys," wherewith they may either shut or open the
kingdom of heaven, wc, with Chrysostom, say that they be "the
knowledge of the Scriptures;" with Tertullian, we say that they be
"the interpretation of the law;" and with Eusebius, we call them
" the word of God. "-Ibid.
If any man say that these ceremonies were, for the rudeness of the
people, laid upon the churches, as a rule of instruction, to guide and
teach them by, mine answer is, that that kind of instruction is clean
taken away, which whosoever goeth about to reduce, he desireth nothing
else than to bring Judaism again. God knew very well what kind of
church that would be which He purposed to gather together of Jews
and Gentiles, and yet He abolished these external ceremonies. Now,
who doth better know than God, which is expedient or not expedient
for His church 1-Bullinge:r, died 1575.
Holy Ambrose, in his sermon upon the 119th Psalm, doth say full
well, " Go, show thyself unto the priest." Who is the true priest, but
which is High .Priest for ever, after the order of Melchiscdeck 1
Whereby this holy father doth nnderstand that both the priesthood
and the law being changed, we onght to acknowledge none other priest
for our deliverance from our sins but our Saviour .Jesus Christ, who
being Sovereign Bishop, doth with the sacrifice of His body and blood,
offered once for ever upon the altar of the cross, most effectually cleanse
the spiritual leprosy, and wash away the sins of all those that with
true confession of the same do flee unto Him.-Ibid.
The Levitical priesthood continued unto Christ, then ceased. For
being a figure of the truth which was to come, the truth being come,
it could no longer continue. Neither is there in the royal priesthood
of Melchisedeck any other that hath succeeded, but only Christ. The
third priesthood is that which is common to all Christians; for" He
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father." Where
the popish priesthood taketh footing, in what ground the foundatioil
thereof is laid, I cannot find in the Scriptures. Antichrist is the author
of that priesthood-to him they sacrifice, him they serve.-Archbishop
Bandys, died 1588.
The whole Church of the faithful are'all spiritual priests, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices.-Dr. W. Faulke, died 1589.
But our'spiritual priesthood is not to offer up Christ, but spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to Christ (1 Peter ii. 5; Heb. xiii. 15); and they
are horrible blasphemers that take upon them to offer up Christ whom
none could offer but Himself, by His eternal Spirit (Heb. ix. 14).-Ibid.
The Holy Ghost, throughout the body of the New Testament, making
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so much mention of them (Christian ministers), doth not anywhere call
them priests.-Hooker, died 1600.
The Levitical priesthood is no figure of the ministry of the Gospel.Archbishop Whitgift, died 1604.
Ohrist, by His priesthood, hath made us priests (Rev. i. 6). We
therefore must offer such sacrifices as are warranted in God's word.Dr. Gouge, died 1653.
" But this Man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priestbood ;" i.e., which passeth not to another (Heb. vii. 24). Th~
Levitical priesthood did pass from one person to another; death
made interruption. But Christ's priesthood cannot pass from His
own person to any other; neither death, nor any other infirmity, can
interrupt His office. Then (1) To make any priest by special office
in the New Testament, beside Ohrist, is to rend the "priesthood of Christ,
and make it imperfect, like Aaron's; which for the same reason that
it had many priests, was weak and imperfect, and inferior to Ohrist's.
(2) To make priests by office in the New Testament, to offer up any
corporeal sacrifice, is to make Ohrist's priesthood separable from His
own person; wbich is against the nature of Ohrist's priesthood, which
cannot pass from one to another; for so importeth the word. (3) To
make plurality of priests in Christ's priesthood, vicars, or substitutes,
or in any respect partsker of the office with Him, is to presuppose that
Ohrist is not able to do that office alone; but is either dead or weak,
that "He cannot fulfil that office; contrary to the text here, which saith,
" Because He continueth ever, He hath an unchangeable priestbood,"
or a priesthood which cannot pass from one to another.-David Dickson,
~_.", l~" ,.' ~>"~!
died 1663.
As Ohrist hath abolished all properly called priests by office, so hath
He made all Christians spiritual priests by common duty.-lbid.
"Blotting out the hand-writi'TU] at ordinances that was against us,
whi<;h was contrary to us, and took it out at the way, nailing it to His
cross" (001. ii. 14)_ It being customary of old to pierce cancelled
obligations and antiquated writings with nails; Christ by His plenary
satisfaction did not only discharge from the condemnation of the
law, but He did effectually, with the nails with which He Himself was
crucified, by interpretation, fasten the hand-writing of ordinances to
His cross, and abolish the ceremonial law in every regard, since the
substance of it was come, and that which it tended to was accomplished,
in giving Himself a ransom for all, to the putting away of sin, and
obtaining eternal redemption.-MaUhew Pool, died 1679.
Christ, "because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood,"-a priesthood that doth not pass from one man to another;
which the apostle directly intends, as is evident from the antithesis.
The priests after the order of Aaron were many, by reason of death;
wherefore it was necessary that their priesthood should pass from one
to another by succession: but Christ, as He received His priesthood
from none, so He hath none to succeed Him. The expositors of the
Roman Ohurch are greatly perplexed in reconciling this passage with
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the present priesthood of their chureh; and well they may, seeing they
are undoubtedly irreconcileable.-Dr. John Owen, diel 1683.
The perpetuity of Christ's priesthood, as unchangeably exercised in
His own person, is a principal part of the glory of that office. Herein
depends the church's preservation and stability. And His abiding for
ever, manifests the continuance of the same care and love for us that
He ever had. The same love wherewith, as an high priest, He laid
down His life for us, still continues in Him; and everyone may, with
the same confidence, go to Him now, as po"r diseased persons went to
Him when He was upon earth. The addition of sacrificing priests,
as vicars of Christ in the discharge of His office, destroys His priesthood
as to the principal eminency of it above the Levitical.-Ibid.
There is no doubt that this kingly priesthood is the common dignity
of all believers. This honour have all the saints.-Leighton, died 1684.
All they that believe are now dignified to be priests unto God the
Father. And this was signified by the rending of the veil of the temple
at His death, not only that the ceremonies and sacrifices were to cease,
as being fulfilled in Him; but that the people of God that were before
by that veil held out in the outer court, were to be admitted into the
holy place, as being all of them priests, and fitted to offer sacrifices.Ibid.
It is a common mistake to think that the ministers of the Gospel
succeed, by way of correspondence and analogy, to the priests under
the law; which mistake hath been the foundation and original of many
errors. For when, in the primitive church, the name of priests came to
be attrihuted to Gospel ministers, from a fair compliance (as was
thought then) of the Christians only to the name used both among Jews
and Gentiles, in process of time, corruption increasing in the church,
these names that were used by the Christians, by way of analogy and
accommodation, brought in the things themselves primarily intended by
those names; so, by the metaphorical names of p"iests and alta,·s, at
last came up the saerifice of the mass, without which they thought the
names of prie...t and altar were insignificant. This mistake, we see,
run all along through the writers of the Church, as soon as the name of
priests was applied to the elders of the Church, that they derived their
succession from the priests of Aaron's order.
It is observable that laying on of hands never made men priests
under the law, but only admitted them into public office.-Bishop
Stillingfleet, died 1699.
" There shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation, when
he goeth in to make an atonement in the Holy Place" (Lev. xvi. 17).
The high priest was the grand type of Christ under the Mosaic dispensation, and this solemnity more especially represented His sufferings
for us on earth, and His intercession for us in heaven: the express
prohibition therefore of any man, even 0/ the priests, to enter into the
tabernacle while the high priest performed this typical service, emphatically showed, that no sacrifice, no intercession, must so much as
in appearance be joined with those of Christ, in His mediatorial work.T. Scou., The Commentator.
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"Ye have an unction from the Holy One" (1 John ii. 20, 27). They
(believers) were anointed by the Spirit, as sent fortb through Christ,
" the Holy One of God," to illuminate, sanctify, and consecrate them,
to be a spiritual priesthood unto the Father (See 2 Cor. i. 21).-Ibid.
That unction is the Holy Spirit, which He hath given to-them that
believe: for He, being" anointed with the oil of gladness above His
fellows" (Psalm xlv. 7), "anointed by God with the Holy Ghost"
(Acts x. 38); this grace is given to Christians, "according to the
measure of the gift of Christ" (Eph. iv. 7), and" we all, beholding,
as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same likeness,
as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18).-Dr. D. Whitby,.
As for any class of sacrificing priests in the Christian Church, the
apostles qmte disown anything of that kind. They speak of one
Priest in heaven, Jesus Christ; and, on earth, they teach Christians to
consider themselves as all Priests-all "brought near" to God-all
"having boldness to enter into the holiest place "-all qualified to
offer the "sacrifice of praise," and to present "their bodies a living
sacrifice" to God. Those, therefore, who, not" being called of God,
assume to themselves the office of mediators and sacrificing priests over
their brethren, intrude upon the exclusive privilege of the true Priestthe Son of God-even as Korah, Dathan, and Abiram usurped an office
which had been given exclusively to Aaron. It is not enough for these
men that they" stand before the congregation to minister unto them,"
but they must needs" seek the priesthood also."-Archbishop Whately.
It is plain that, in the epistle to the Hebrews, the Apostle Paul had
to meet a difficulty felt by tbe Jewish converts, who were so attached
to the priests and sacrifices of the Jewish Law that they were unwilling to give them up. That difficulty Paul meets, not by showing
that the Christian religion had priests and sacrifices on earth, but by
explaining that Christ and His one sacrifice in heaven had come in the
place of the Jewish priests and sacrifices.-Ibid.
It is confessed on all hands that Sacerdotal principles are not to be
found in the New Testament. As usual, when something that man
delights in wants authority, the Sacerdotal party turns eagerly to the
Fathers. These ancient writers will make some answer to the call,
though in this case, as in others like it. their authority is none of the
earliest. But in the second century, Sacerdotal phraseology, as well
as Pagan philosophy, found an entrance into the Church. When the
patristic age fairly set in, priests, altars, and sacrifices, hecame words
of course among Christian writers. If the Fathers had been duly
warned by Scripture, they would have been unwilling to adopt language
of this kind. The want of all countenance for it in the New Testament,
and the abuse which the Old shows to have been engrafted upon the
Mosaic system, ought to have put serious men very much on their
guard against any approaches towards Sacerdotal notions among
Christians.-Henry Soames, on The Latin Church.
The Christian doctors had the good fortune to persuade the people
that the ministers of the Christian Church succeeded to the character,
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rights, and privileges of the Jewish priesthood: and this persuasion
was a new source both of honours and profit to the sacred order. This
notion" was propagated with industry some time after the reign of
Adrian, when the second destruction of Jerusalem had extinguished
among the Jews all hopes of seeing their government restored to its
former lustre, and their country arising out of its ruins. And, accordingly, the bishops considered themselves as invested with a rank and
character similar to those of the high-priest among the Jews, while the
presbyters represented the priests, and the deacons the Levites. It
is indeed highly probable, that they who first introduced this absurd
comparison of offices, so entirely distinct, did it through ignorance and
error, than through artifice or design. The notion, however, once
introduced, produced its natural effects; and these effects were pernicious. The errors to which it gave rise were many; and one of its
immediate consequences was the establishing a greater difference
between the Christian pastors and their flock than the genius of the
gospel seems to admit.-Mosheim, Oent. ii. chap. ii. sec. 4.
The apostles were very far from placing themselves in a relation to
believers which bore any resemblance to a mediating priesthood: in this
respect they always placed themselves on a footing of equality. If
Paul assured the Church of his intercessory prayers for them, he in
return requested their prayers for himself. "-Dr. Neander's Ohurch
History.
A class of priests, who were to guide all other men under an assumption of their incompetence in religious matters, whose business it was
exclusively to provide for the satisfaction of the religious wants of the
rest of mankind, and to form a link between them and God and godly
things-such a class of priest could find no place in Christianity. While
the gospel put away that which separated man from God, by bringing
all men into the same communion with God through Christ, it also
removed that partition-wall which separated one man from his fellows,
in regard to his more elevated interests. The same High Priest and
Mediator for all, through whom all being reconciled and united with
God, become themselves a priestly and spiritual race! One heavenly
King, Guide, and Teacher, through whom all are taught from God!
one faith! one hope! one Spirit, which must animate all ! one oracle
in the hearts of all !-the voice of the Spirit which proceeds from
God! and all citizens of one heavenly kingdom, with whose heavenly
powers they have already been sent forth, as strangers in the world !Ibid.
The term" priest," with which term the idea of a sacrifice was always
connected in ancient times, is never applied to the pastor of the
Christian Ch urch.-Dr. John K itto's Cyclopmdia.
The idea which pervades the teaching of the apostles is that of a
universal priesthood. It was the thought of a succeeding age that the
old classification of the high-priest, priests, and Levites was reproduced
in the bishops, priests, and deacons of the Christian Church.-Dr. W.
Smith's Biblical Dictionary.
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Apostolical Succession.-Dr. G. Campbell argues that the apostles
could have had no' successors: (1) From the indispensable qualifications for the office. An apostle must be one who had seen Christ after
His resurrection (1 Cor. ix. I, xv. 8), for he was ordained to be a
witness of Christ's resurrection (Acts i. 22, ii. 32, iii. 35, v. 32,
x. 41, &c.); (2) The apostles were distingnished by special prerogatives
which descended to none after them, receiving their mission from
Christ, the power of conferring the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit,
and the knowledge by inspiration of the whole doctrine of Christ
(2 Cor. xii. 12; 1 John iv. 6); (3) They were universal bishops; the
whole Church their charge, and the whole earth their sphere (Mark xvi.
18-20); (4) We have full proof that no idea of succession to the office
was entertained in their own age, or in the times immediately succeeding, for no one, on the death of an apostle, was ever substituted in
his room, and where the original college became ext,inct, the title
became extinct with it.-Lrxtures on Ecclesiastical History.
The whole theory of the Christian ministry is in opposition to the
idea of a sacrificing priesthood. We are called ambassadors for Christ;
ministers, messengers, stewards of God's mysteries, watchmen appointed
to watch for souls, spiritual husbandmen, overseers of the flock; but
Christ Jesus is the High Priest of our profession, to whom alone it appertained to offer a propitiation for sin, or to intercede, in virtue of that
saorifice which He offered, once for all, upon the cross, before the
mercy-seat on high.-The late Bishop 0/ Ripon.
The apostles never called themselves priests. Neither is this because
they are altogether reticent concerning themselves and their office.
Peter called himself" an elder," John twice called himself" the elder."
Paul describes his office as that of an ambassador for Christ, and he
glories, as the climax of the grace given to him, in his privilege that he
should he a preacher among the Gentiles of the unsearchable riches
of Christ. This is a case in which an argument may he legitimately
based on silence; for had their priesthood been their special boast and
glory-had it been the special characteristic of their mission, on which
they laid the greatest stress-it is absolutely incredible, because it is
morally impossible, that none of them should ever bave made mention
of it, as exercised either by himself or by any of his colleagues.-The
late Dean M'N eile.
Believers are named priests, because of their sacred and unalterable
character, and because of the privilege by which they intimately and
nearly approach the HIGHEST, and offer up Spiritual sacrifices and
services before Him. They are clothed with the bright and spotless
robes of righteousness and salvation, which shine upon them with
glory and beauty. Their holy anointing teacheth them wonderful
things of Jehovah's wisdom and truth, and they are led on from knowing
and seeing only a part, to a blissful state where they shall know even
as also they are known. Lord, who and what are Thy people, that
Thou shouldest raise and endue them with so high and holy a calling
as this! That Thou shouldest not ouly make them kings and priests,
8
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but kings, by a wonderful association, in one supreme and everlasting
Kiug-CHRIST JESUS, and also priests in Him, the perfect and perpetual
High Priest in the holiest of all !-Ambrose Serle.
The priestly feeling-the priestly idea-has been seen in all countries
and ·in all ages in which the religious teachers of the people have
endeavoured to secure for themselves a position of supreme power and
control. And what do you suppose it leads to 1 And why is there
any objection to it in tbis country of England! We believe that that
feeling is the parent of serious evils. We believe that it leads to tl>e
decline and gradual extinction of learning among the clergy. We
believe that it leads, secondly, to the inordinate multiplication and the
burdensome infliction of rites and ceremonies. We believe that,
where the temporal power will assist, it leads to the gradual extermination ·of all who differ from the priestly body. We believe that
it leads to the doling out of extracts from the Sacred Books, in opposition to the principle of throwing them open to the gaze of the whole
people. We believe that the priestly idea leads to the establishment
of another master in every household, by every hearth, in the place of
the husband and the father. We believe-and all history bears us out
in the belief-that this priestly feeling ends, lastly, in raising up and
establishing a human, artificial barrier between man and his God.The Late Viscount Sandon.
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father;
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. i.

5, 6).
" Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and having an high
priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart, in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."-Heb. x. 19-22.

THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN FRANCE.*
ON the 18th of July, 1870, Napoleon Ill. despatched his fatal declaration
of war to the King of Prussia. On that same day the Pope read out
by candle-light, at mid-day, in the midnight gloom of the awful storm
that burst over Rome, the Decree of his own infallibility. When war
was declared against Prussia, a religious war, if ever there was one, the
Pope prophesied that the heretics who were, as in the 2nd Psalm,

* This deeply interesting and instructive article from the pen of ];Ir. William
Soltau, is published in tract form, price 9d. per dozen, at the McAll Mission
in France; 112, St. Martin's Lane, London, w.e.
We strongly urge its wide
circulation.
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raging against the Lord's anointed, would be utterly vanquished, and
a new glory would shine upon the Church of Rome and upon its
infallible head. France, the eldest daughter of the Church, would
triumph, and Protestantism receive a blow from which she would
never recover. The result proved how incorrect was the prophecy.
In a few days the French troops that upheld the Pope in his temporal
dominion marched away from Rome, never to return, and in a few
weeks the King of Italy entered the Eternal City, and Italy was one,
the dream of the lion-hearted Garibaldi was a reality. "Could it be 1
Come at last! The hour for which ages had impatiently waited, for
which myriads of Italians had died. Italy one! Her arms outstretched from Etna and from Monte Rosa, clasping at last everyone
of her children, and even availing by their returning strength to lift
up her poor old Rome from under the load of the priest and the
stranger." The Pope had to record, in the Bull of Suspension of the
. Council, "We have been brought into such a position as to be entirely
under a hostile dominion and power, God in His inscrutable judgment
having so permitted it ! "
Then came the fall of the French Empire, and on the 4th of September, 1870, the proclamation of the Republic. And that meant
liberty of conscience, liberty of the press, and freedom for the work
of the Gospel.
Since the Revolution of 1789, France had never had any form of
government that lasted more than eighteen years, and only twice had
any dynasty ruled as long as that. Now, for thirty-seven years France
has had a stable government, and internal and external peace has
followed, and with magnificent energy the country has taken her place
once again among the leading nations. And these have been years of
light and liberty; education has made great strides, the people have
broken away from the bondage of the priests, and the ,Word of God has
been circulated and His Gospel been preached all over the land.
The recent events which have followed one another with startling
rapidity were brought about by the revelation to the French people in
the Dreyfus case of the machinations of the Ultramontane party in
their midst. It showed them the danger to the Republic was from
" the enemy that was within their gates." It reminds us of the saying
of Caiaphas about it being expedient that one man should die for the
nation; and it was a Jew, who suffered as only a Jew can suffer, that
was the means of bringing about the great change in France.
What is now the condition of France, religiously 1 It has a population of just 39 millions. Of these, there are not more than 650,000
Protestants, and allowing for Jews and other non-Christian sects, there
remain about 38 millions of nominal Roman Catholics; but the priests
have to confess that, at the outside, not more than four millions can
be said to be in any way following their teachings. The children may
be baptised and confirmed, but that is all. The people are drifting
away from all belief in the Church, and from the control of the priests.
Le Ganlois, a Roman Catholic paper, sent a commissioner to go
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round several of the rural districts to ascertain what was the feeling
of the people on the separation of Church and State. His report was
that he found" extraordinary indifference" in face of the crisis, and
he said that" in several districts there is a cure in each commune and
a church, but the cure is almost the only person to enter the church_
. . . Neither women nor boys nor girls are to be seen at the services..
Even the children, preparing for their first communion, do not attend
mass. . . . But there is no trace of hostility to religion."
"Strongly anti·clerical, but not anti-religious," was the summing
up of another writer of the attitude of the people.
A priest, writing on the condition of the Church, laments that while
in some villages a number still attend mass, in others the church was
so deserted that on Sunday mornings the attendance consisted only of
the priest, his servant, and the sexton; while in some churches grass
was growing between the stones of the floor. A Provincial paper
reports as the result of a religious census which it took of the Department of the Seine and Marne that, in 516 co=unes with a population
of about 216,000, there were only 5200 adnlts, or 2'40 per cent, wh()
attended mass. In villages of 500 inhabitants, not more than 10
attended mass.
" We do believe in God, but we do not believe in the priest," is a not
uncommon saying. M. Boissonnas, secretary of the Societe Centrale,
wrote lately that in some parts no religious ceremony had taken place
for ten years.
A lady, writing under the nom de plume of Pierre de Coulvain, in a
very interesting and entertaining book, L'Ile Inconnue (which Unknown
Island is England i), h~rself a devout Roman Catholic, thus writes:
"From the pulpit and from the confessional and school they have
represented the Republic as their enemy. They have thrown themselves into the melee of politics to fight it, and they have been defeated.
I can affirm without calunmiating them that they would bless a war,
even followed by defeat, if it wonld bring back the Monarchy to France.
. . . In many convents they used to keep up secretly the fleur de lys,
and to pray for the restoration of the Monarchy. How can we wonder
that the Government has taken the teaching of the young out of the
hands of a body that is so deadly hostile to it 1 . . . Catholicism is
decaying among the people, especially in the country parts. When I
was young, the peasants used to come to the door of the church and
listen with uncovered heads to the saying of the Mass. To-day they
never put in an appearance. Last year, during a stay in the YOlllle,
I counted at church, a beautiful building of the XIIth Century, fifteen
women and a few children! . . . Our cures are children of peasants,
and for the most part have no real vocation. They have neither the
privilege of birth nor of education, and they are horribly poor, having
not more than £50 a year. Formerly, they had a certain authority
because of the faith of the people; this faith has disappeared. The
peasant says openly of the priests, 'They are only good to chant the
mass,' and that is perfectly true. They shonld have preached with
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boldness against" alcoholism, against lack of cleanliness, and against
the vices that are ruining the nation. Their Bishops, timid and unintelligent, have forbidden all initiative, and have made them 'miss
the train.' . . . When one hears them preach one understands that
they have completely lost touch with the souls of the people to-day.
Among the aristocracy and in the upper and lower middle class, there
is, on the contrary, a renewal of religion, thanks to the Monastic Orders,
Orders, Jesuits, Dominicans, etc., who are the only men of weight that
Catholicism possesses. These men, highly cultivated and very clever
and cunning, possess in the highest degree what I may call psychic
charm, and exercise a profound influence over the women, and by
them, over the family. . . . God only knows how many chaplets are,
said, how many candles burnt for the downfall of the Republic!" . . .
The fact is that since 1870, the Roman Catholic Church in France
has been aiming at two things-the.overthrow of the Republic, and the
restoration of the Temporal power of the Pope. The German troops
were hardly off the soil of France when they were intriguing to this end,
and the formation of the Triple Alliance was in opposition, not to the
French Government, properly speaking, but to the machinations of
Rome. Cardinal Manning said to Hugh Price Hughes that he would
gladly see Europe drenched in blood if that would ensure the restoration
of the Pope's kingdom.
The centre of these intrigues were the Monastic Orders, "Les Congregations," as they are called in French. They swarmed in the
country. M. Combes, the former Prime Minister, said that when he
came into office in 1903, there were 1371 different orders of men and
women, occupying over 20,800 establishments, large and small, of
which 16,900 were educational establishments. Their wealth was
enormous, consisting in property of all kinds. Many of them were
huge trading conce;:ns, and in many ways the revenue was deprived of
millions of francs through them. It was a long-standing grievance,
and the action of the Government, drastic as it may seem, was none
too vigorous. They closed the schools, making the wholesome rule,
that none taking upon themselves vows and going into monasteries
can in future have the training of the young in their hands. Of the
30,000 monks and 200,000 nuns in France (these are probably about
the figures) not many have left the country. The greater part remain,
many of the orders being recognized and allowed to continue, under
certain restrictions. But those who are coming over and settling in
this country are a great danger to England. Let the following letter
from M. Reveillaud, a French Christian, a former Roman Catholic, now
for many years a preacher of the Gospel, a member of the Chamber of
Deputies, be carefully read and taken to heart by all who love their
country:" VERSAILLES,

I

" 20th September, 1904.
" I can well understand that you in England are uneasy about the
invasion of this black army of Paganism, for such are the Congregations.
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Alas! notwithstanding the fuss that they make about their leaving
for foreign lands, we scarcely see any diminution of their numbers in
France.* It is a real evil for any country in which they get a footing.
There ought to be an understanding arrived at between all nations for
the combating of this plague by prophylactic measure, as has been done
for the cholera, or as the Americans have done against the Chinese.
I earnestly hope that your friendly conntry, especially so since this
drawing together and the entente cordiale, will be able to erect a dyke
high enough to drive back the rising tide, so impure and so full of
danger.
" The work of M. Henri Brisson (the Speaker of the French Chamber)
is certainly one of the most complete and the most accurate that you
can have on the subject. You will note-and here is the crux of the
whole question-that the legislation of 1790 and 1792 on the congregations had, in law, annulled, and in reality dissolved all these forms of
association (just as was done for the sworn associations of working men
and for the guilds) 'as being opposed by reason of their perpetual
vows to the autonomy and to the liberty of the individual.'
" Now, these laws have never been done away with by subseqnent
legislation, so that it has been in defiance of the law of France that all
the Congregations and Associations of men and women have been
reconstituted. The Governments of Waldeck-Roussean and of Combes
have, thus, only returned to the original principles of our Great
Revolution."

* In an article written especially for ']Jhe lVestern ~lorning News, in Febru~ry
last, we find a significant commentary on M. R6veillaud's words. It is entitled,
\< Queen Victoria in Spain," and speaks of the ignorance in which the young Queen
is kept of the real condition of matters in Spain, by the priests and monks by
whom she is surrounded. "The platform was black with priests and men who
were now taking the trains back to the country towns from whence they had
come for the mass meeting ou. the 30th December (1906), to protest against the
"Law of the Associations. . . . The sound of the voices at the other side of the
hotel reached us, where red-badged speakers proclaimed the causes of discontent
in the country, and spoke plainly against clerical Associations, which, during the
last twenty years, have increased to the point of sapping the industries of Spain.
For it is not aga.inst the Church and its priests that the reform is aimed, but against
the enormous number of Associations, now numbering eighty, "\vhereas twenty
years ago there were only three-the Order of San Vincent de Paul, San Philip
de Neri, and San Jean de Dios. . . . In the religious centres, industries are carried
on to the injury of the lay trades. . . . 'If such serious matters as the lessening
of the heavy duties on articles of food which go to the support of the friars, and the
limitations of the Associations which kill our industries are not soon settled by the
Government, they will be settled in the street! l say many thoughtful men in
Spain. . . . Disappointment has been expressed that the only encouragement
given to any public feminine initiative has been the reception by the Queen of
the deputation by leading ladies of fashion against the Law of Associations; for
these ladies are naturally unable to realise the struggles of their sisters against
the monopoly by these Associations of many of the industries on which their
bread depends, such as chocolate-making, perfume.distilling, embroidery, lacemaking, etc. A bitter smile wreathes the lips of people as they read of the Royal
sympathy for these,organizations, but they say, "Vhat can one expect when the
young Queen is only environed with Spanish priests who dictate every deed of
sympathy to the sovereigns of Spain? ' "
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M. Reveillaud knows of what he is speaking, as a barrister and
journalist and politician, and also from personal experience. He was,
as a boy, sent to a Jesuit school, at Pons, but rau away, as he could not
stand the life there. He told me that his father once said to him,
"Eug~ne, before you went to Pons you were a truthful lad; now you
are for ever telling lies! How is it 1" One of his teachers at the Pons
'.chool was-M. Combes, future Prime Minister of France! And
during his term of office, one of M. Combes' secretaries was Jean
Reveillaud, the son of his former pupil!
, Thus in self-defence the Government have had to act against these
Monastic Orders. Then came the separation of Church and State.
When Napoleon I. made the Concordat with the Church, no mention
was made of the Orders, because Napoleon would not allow them to
re-enter France, knowing the danger they were to the country.* It is
since that date that they have been re-established in France. The
Qmcordat provided for public worship, and the Roman Catholic
Church was allowed about one-and-a-half million pounds a year from
the State; the two Protestant Churches then existing receiving about
£80,000 annually, and the Jews also a small sum.
The separation was not specially desired by anyone; matters were
fairly satisfactory, and the two parties rubbed along without much
friction. But the Pope heckled President Loubet for visiting the
King of Italy, which angered the French people, and he was told to
mind his own business! Then two bishops, of Laval and of Dijon,
moderate men, were traduced by the Ultramontane party, and ordered
by the Pope to answer for their conduct at Rome. By the Concordat,
no bishop could leave his diocese without the consent of the Minister
of Public Worship, and his consent was refused. They, therefore, did
not at first go to Rome, but on pressure being brought to bear they
disobeyed the Minister and went. Then said the Government, The
Concordat is broken-'it is not worth while to try and mend it; we
have not broken the contract, but the Church has, so let it go. Accordingly the Bill was brought in and passed, giving very liberal terms to
the Church. But the Pope would none of it, and so the Government
has taken possession of the houses and schools that belonged to the
State or to the parish, and the churches are at present used by the
priests without their having any legal right to them; but the Government has no desire to see them closed, but that public worship should
continue as before. It is the intriguing of the Monastic Orders working
behind the Pope that has obstructed the settlement of the matter, as
the great majority of the bishops and all the clergy would have willingly
accepted the terms of the Government, and have formed the Parish
COilllCils as required by the law, andso have ensured the regular transmission of affairs.
It must be remembered that the two orders of clergy, le cle,.ge scculier,
>{: "I want bishops, CUTI3S, vicaires, and nothing more," he said.
"It is against
my instructions that religious communities are being re-established."
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the priests and their bishops, and le clerge regulier, the members of the
Monastic Orders, are always opposed the one to the other, and great
jealousy exists between them. The reason is very simple. While the
priests in their parishes are under the control of the bishops, the various
Orders are ruled by a head who is at Rome and who takes his orders
direct from the Vatican. Thus it happens that many a bishop sees
monasteries and convents and various institutions settled in his diocese,
over whom he has no control, and their being there is often against
his will. It has been the fashion for the wealthy Roman Catholics to
take their confessor from among the monks or friars, and to attend tbe
monastery or convent chapel rather than the .parish church. Hence
the poor priest has to see the wealth and influence of the chateau go
from his humble church to the rich and favoured rival chapel.
When the Gove=ent began to take steps against the Orders, it
was not by any means to the undivided sorrow of the priests and
bishops. Then when the separation question came on, the Orders
felt that the clerge seculier were receiving what they deserved, and
showed them but little sympathy, and the action of the Vatican tends
to show that the sympathy there is much more with the Orders than
with the priests.
Now there is no State Church in France, and there is complete liberty
of worship for all Christians, to meet when and where and how they
desire to serve the Lord.
The Roman Catholic Church has had all its own way for centuries
past, and the result is what we see before us, the destruction of faith in
the people and the revolt against the hard yoke of clericalism. Rome
has been going, back to the old traditions and superstitions of the
darkest ages. In the Annuaire du Clerge Catholique of three years
ago, we find that there were 1141 pilgrimages arranged in France, of
which 944 were in honour of the Virgin, 171 of different saints, 25 of
Christ and one in honour of God!! .Throughout the Church it is the
worship of Mary that is taught and preached. "You must pray to
Mary that she may intercede for you and soften the stern heart 0/ her
Son," said a priest not long ago in a country church. And the following extract from one of the present Pope's Encyclicals will give an idea
of what he teaches: "Adam, when he saw in the future Mary crushing
the serpent's head, restrained the tears that the curse had wrung from
his heart. Mary filled the thoughts of Noah as he lay in the bosom
of the saving ark. It was of Mary that Abraham thought when he
restrained himself from sacrificing his son. Jacob thought of her as
he contemplated the ladder on which angels ascended and descended;
Moses as he marvelled at the bush which burned and was not consumed;
David as he sa"g and danced in front of the ark of the Covenant;
Mary was in Elijah's thoughts as he perceived the little cloud rising
over the sea." Is it any wonder if thoughtful and intelligent men turn
from such teaching with loathing and disgust, and say that they will
have none of it 1
So France is now open to the Gospel, and the Protestant Churches
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need our prayers and sympathies and help as never before. They are
responding to the claims made upon them, and the separation from
State aid is doing them good.
Lord Llandaff, in a letter to The Times, has recorded of them:
" T-hough few in number, they are conspicuous for order, for morality,
and for strenuous piety." And in a Magazine published for Roman
Catholic young men, we find the following frank acknowledgment:
"Protestantism has more influence on the masses than one would
expect from so small a handful of meu, were these not inspired by the
principles of tolerance, of righteousness, and of justice, which alone can
carry moral and social reform. In France everything which is expressive of moral strength-the struggle against immorality, against
intemperance, against all social evils whatever they may be-is the
work of Protestants."
Over against this, how sad the contrast! At Lourdes, that successful
enterprise for befooling the credulous, we find the following (in Le
Journal de la Grotte de Lourdes): "That the faithful should be on
guard not to read nor to have in their possession books of Protestant
origin offered for sale on the streets, and especially the New Testament
of our Saviour Jesus Christ!" It is not surprising to read that the
priests fear to let the people be enlightened by Protestant books, when
we find, by the ReAJista Ohristiana, of Madrid, that M. de Bonnefon,
who has studied the subject, affirms that the proceeds of the various
money-making establishments are most encouraging. The profit
made by the sale of candles in the shop kept by the priests was, in
1904, £8,560. The sale of statuettes of our Lady of Lourdes, which
had been rubbed against the miraculous image, yielded another £12,000.
Masses brought in not less than £100,000, while the fathers owned to
the Government Administrator that the collections in boxes brought
in about £24,000. The net profit from the sale of holy water from
Lourdes was about £5000! Nor does this by any means exhaust the
sources of revenue at the disposal of the fathers.
The people have been kept in ignorance by their leaders. As Mgsr.
Hulst said in the paper, Le Correspondent, of 25th January, 1893,
"People seem to content themselves to-day with the Prayer-book,
containing perhaps the fiftieth part of the New Testament, and that
only in detached portions which have no continuity, and a few pages
of the Old Testament. The result is that neither the Gospels nor the
Acts nor the Epistles nor the Apocalypse are known, and that the
books of the Old Testament are entirely unknown. I am certain, for
my part, that the neglect of the reading of the Bible these last 100
years has been a great misfortune for the Christian community, and a
reason of the feebleness of souls, and one .of the errors that 'accounts
for the progress of the extinction of faith among us." This is only too
true, but whose is the blame 1
The two Protestant Ohurches, the Reformed and the Lutheran, were
the only existing churches in the beginning of the last century, and
they were brought into the Concordat by Napoleon and given a sum of
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about £80,000 a year for the support of public worship. There are
now about 1200 Protestant churches in France, inclnding the abovenamed, the Union of Free Churches, the Baptist and Wesleyan Churches,
and some 1200 pastors or a little over, minister to them. Then there
are the Missions, as the McAll Mission, the Salvation Army, &c., and
various groups of Christians meeting in different parts. It has to be
remembered that in this su=ary are included those churches and
pastors who are of the "Liberal" school, strongly rationalistic, but
who are, happily, in a minority. There is a great stir in the religious
life of many of the churches and a great longing for a revival amongst
them, and they are settling down with great courage to face the new
conditions under which they have to labour.
Bnt a grave question that all who love their country have to face
is that of the state of education. The schools have been laicised, and
no kind of religious instruction is given in them. Teachers are trained
to give lessons in morals, but of late these lessons have undergone a
change, and now, says Pastor Paul Doumergue (editor of Foi et Vie),
the word" obligation" seems to be left out in the course of moral
training. The idea of God is no longer inculcated, but morality seems
to come from below and not from above. The thought of a future,
l'au-deUJ" is done away with. As a result of this faulty training, young
people seem to grow up with but little thought of duty. Love of work
is lessened, and the present only thonght of, amnsement and distraction
are chiefly desired. Respect for authority, for parents, for law and
order, diminish, and, as a newspaper has recently pointed out, the
number of crimes of violence committed by youths between fifteen
and twenty-three steadily increases.
These serious questions, the spread of materialism and of atheism,
the increase and domination of alcoholism, the general drifting away
from all the infInences of religious teaching, make the work of evangelising the country of the greatest urgence.
France needs our prayers. The next few years must be of the
utmost importance in her spiritual history. Let all who love that land
and who love the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ do what lies in their
power to spread the knowledge of it throughout the country, and to
hold up the hands of all faithful workers for God.
" Dieu protege la France."

l\fULTUM IN PARVO.
OUR highly esteemed friend, Mr. George Alexander, of Birkenhead, is
offered our sincere congratulations. It will be remembered that in
our September number we reviewed his latest volume, " The Myrtle
Tree: An Antidote to the Pernicious 'Brier-Bush' Literature of
Recent Years." It appears that a copy of the work was sent for the
gracious acceptance of the German Emperor. A few days ago our
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dear friend had the pleasure of receiving the following communication:
-" The Secretary of the German Embassy presents his compliments
to Mr. George Alexander, and with reference to his letter of the 5/12/'07,
addressed to His Majesty the German Emperor, is instructed to convey
His-Majesty the Emperor's thanks to him for his good wishes contained
in his letter, and also for a copy of his work, 'The Myrtle Tree.'German Embassy, London, 15th January, 1908." May the Spirit's
blessing accompany the messages of truth contained in Mr. Alexander's
volume.--Mr. Reuben Heffer, of Saffron Walden, writes to us asking
for Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society votes in favour of Hephzibah Newton,
that she may be advanced to the Ten Guinea Pension List at the
Election in June next.--The Rev. M. J. Bickerstaff, who for thirtyone years has been Vicar of Cookley, Kidderminster, has announced
to his church workers that he is resigning his living on account of
advancing years, his resignation having been made possible by the
great kindness of the Bishop of Worcester. Mr. Bickerstaff is a faithful
Evangelical clergyman, and has done a good work at Cookley.--The
old chained Bible table, formerly in the Church of St. Mary Bourne,
near Andover, has been restored to the Church by the authorities of
the Reading Museum.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE aged pilgrims in the four Homes of the Society have been gladdened
by many kind and seasonable gifts; Roll Text Almanacs and Motto
Cards have brought many a message of peace to the worn and the
weary, and the visits of friends have been truly valued. At Hornsey
Rise the Lady Visitors made their usual Christmas distribution of
joints, and at Camberwell the Annual Pilgrims' Tea was much
appreciated. In our Homes dwell the oldest pensioners upon the
books, one having received help for upwards of thirty years and another
for over twenty-eight. In the West of England a pensioner has just
passed away at the age of eighty-eight, leaving a widow to whom he
had been married sixty-seven years, and who is also a recipient. Their
love to the Gospel was of many years' standing, and seldom were their
places unfilled in the little building where a few of God's people meet
together.
In June next elections to the Homes and to the Ten Guinea Pension
will (n.v.) be held. The names of any pensioners desirous of becoming
candidates should reach the Office early in February. Recent advances
of pensioners to higher lists have increased the annual expenditure by
upwards of £400. It now stands at a total of neaTly £12,000. An
excellent infirmary at the Hornsey Rise Home, under the management
of the Lady Visitors, provides comfortably for the most enfeebled
inmates. Here they are boarded and their needs carefully attended
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to by a resident nurse. The Benevolent Fund, for the relief of the sick,
provides partially for the expense involved, and by it all, throughout
the building, who require medical attention and nursing, have their
needs supplied.
The Centenary Fund will close, ,vith the financial year, on March 31st.
It will exceed £5,000; the Committee will be glad jf all outstanding
collecting books can be sent in before that date.
The following letter from a rissionary at Chefoo, N. Cllina, has
cheered the executive: "Kindly receive the small sum of lOs. in aid
of the Society. May the Lord prosper you in all your efforts to
aid His servants in their declining years."
Paul in ms prison, prompted many besides Onesiphorus to sympathy
mth mm, and ms friends at Pmlippi showed mm such kindness that
he writes to them that their love" hath blossomed out afresh," as the
words may be literally rendered; and this message sent by the old
sunny-souled prisoners of the Lord Jesus Christ will, the Comrittee
hope, be applicable to not a few this year, who will, they trust, be drawn
to minister through tms Society to the poor and aged of " the household
of faith."
" It's of no use, I must give up ! " "I thought I should have to
part with my sticks and go into the house," are some of the pathetic
utterances to wmch the Visitors have to listen, as these burdened
believers, "tired and spent, for the day is almost run," tell of their
sorrows and trials and of the unfailing love and faithfulness of their
Covenant God.
MUTATION is the universal law in this changed and fallen world.
Countries; indeed there are, exempt from the dreary visitations of
winter-sbes ever bright, and flowers ever blooming; but in these, the
rending hurricane" the dreaded simoom, the frequent earthquake, the
volcanic eruption, and the desolating pestilence give more terrible
note of that prevailing law than in our beautifully instructive clime,
where the voice of admonition speaks to the conscious heart.Charlotte Elizabeth.
REPENTANCE is a word the meaning of which is much and frequently
risunderstood. For example, it is regarded at times as equivalent
to sorrow for sin-whereas, in truth, it is rather a fruit of sorrow for
sin, than that sorrow itself; for repentance consisteth :in part of an
active turning away from all sin. "In part," I say, for were we to
pause here, our defiuition would be incomplete; for repentance is. not
only a turning from all sin, it is also a turuing to God, as He manifests
Himself in Christ. Hence it follows that that mau is not truly pemtent
who, wrule he forsweal"S and forsakes that wruch is evil in his doings,
doth notmthstand:ing betake himself to works of righteousness wmch
he hath done, or shall do, for the pardon of his offences; for he doth,
in fact, turn to himself, not to God in Christ, for the salvation of rus
soul.-Bishop Waldegrave.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Queen has forwarded to the Committees of the Gordon Boys'
Home and the British Home and Hospital for Incurables cheques
amounting to £14 18s. 8d., the sum resulting from the sale, during
the past year, of Canon Fleming's sermon, " Recognition ill Eternity."
This sermon, which was preached at Sandringham Church on January
24th, 1892, on the occas.ion of the death of his Royal Highness the
Duke of Clarence, has now realized a profit of £1,639 16s. 4d., which
Her Majesty has divided in equal parts between the two institutions
above named.
Lord Kinnaird presided, on January 10th, over a large gathering of
the Evangelical Alliance at the closing Central London Meeting in
connection with the universal Week of Prayer. Unusual heartiness
characterized the meetings in general this year, but if one day excelled
another it was at this last meeting. Lord Kinnaird opened the meeting
by calling upon Professor Radford Thomson to offer prayer, after which
his Lordship, referring to the importance of the subject for the day,
"Families, Educational Establishments, and the Young," emphasized
the hopeful outlook for Foreign Missions, as seen by the recent
Conference of the S.V.M.U., held in Liverpool, and the more general
interest being taken in the spiritual welfare of the young with a view
to future service for God abroad. In the unavoidable absence of the
Rev. W. Fuller Gooch, the short address was given by the Rev. J. M.
Laycock, many fervent prayers following the speaker's earnest words.
It is understood that unusual interest has been manifested in the Week
of Prayer generally this year. In many places united meetings have
been held for the first time, and although there is not yet that complete
unity which the Alliance aims at securing to the Week of Prayer, the
future is full 0 f hope. We rejoice to hear that plans are being con·
sidered for widely extending the usefulness of the Evangelical Alliance
and securing a new Alliance House to accommodate the mpidly growing
work.
Dr. A. B. Leonard, an Associate-Editor of the Missionary Rwiew
0/ the World, an American monthly, of which Dr. A. T. Pierson is
Editor-in-Chief, gives, in the January milllber, a statistical table of
the Protestant Missionary Societies of the world, so far as these
particulars can be obtained. He states that, in the main, these relate
to the year 1907, though sometimes they include the year 1906. The
totals for the whole of Christendom work out as follows :-Home
income, $22,459,680; income from the field, $3,483,920; total,
$25,943,600. Ordained missionaries, 5,735; laymen, 2,802; wives,
5,575; unmarried women, 4,387; total, 18,499; ordained natives,
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5,273; total native helpers, 95,876; total force in the field, 114,375 ;
stations and out·stations, 40,535; communicants (full members),
1,816,450; added last year, 141,127 (this is 4,000 lower than the
previous year); adherents (native Christians), 4,351,138; schools,
29,868; scholars, 1,304,905. Comparing these figures with those
given for the year 1895, substantial increase is to be noted. In the
year named the principal figures were: Total income, $15,165,972;
total force in the field, 66,883; stations and out-stations, 22,631;
communicants, 995,793; added in 1894, 63,081; native adherents,
2,770,801; scholars, 786,002. This comparison, broadly speaking,
shows an increase of almost 100 per cent in the force in the field, the
stations, the communicants, the adherents, and the scholars, but the
:income is much below this rate of increase. Instead of twenty·five
million dollars, it ought to have been nearly thirty millions.
The figures further show the following interesting facts. There are
:in America and Canada about thirty-four missionary organizations,
whilst :in the British Isles nineteen divisions are made-the last one
in each case grouping together the smaller societies. In point of view
of income obtained respectively from home centres there is not much
difference, but on the amounts obtained from the Mission-field the
British Societies show a decided advantage, to the extent of between
$300,000 and $400,000. After the S.P.G. in regard to age come the
Moravians; their Missions dating from 1732; while in America the
oldest Society is the Baptist Missionary Union, founded in 1814,
followed by the Methodist Episcopal in 1819, and the Dutch Reformed
:in 1832. The organization claiming the largest individual membership
is the Baptist Missionary Union of America, whose total communicants
number 137,438. The Society with the largest individual income is
the C.M.S., whose home contributions amount, according to American
reckoning, to 81,878,785. Besides the Moravians there are several
German agencies-the largest of which are the Basle Society and the
Berlin Society-whose sphere of influence comprises much the same
countries as that of the British Societies. On the other hand, the
Australasian Methodist Society only labours in Fiji, Samoa, New
Britain, and New Guinea.
The following interesting paragraph appeared recently in the English
Churchman. It is from the pen of an agent of the British Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel among the Jews, whose sphere of work
lies at Manchester. He writes: "On the Saturday before Christmas
our Jewish audience desired that the Missionary should preach about
the birth of Jesus Christ and the meaning of Christmas. It may seem
strange and unusual for a congregation to suggest the text to the
prellcher, and stranger still that a Jewish audience should ask the
:Missionary to preach, and on the subject, of all others, namely, ' The
Birth of Christ.' You may imagine with what gladness of heart your
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Missionary complied with such a gratifying and most seasonable
request. My text was taken from St. Luke's Gospel, ch. ii., verse 11,
, For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.' At the conclusion of our meeting a most significant
resolution was proposed by one of the Socialists present in the following
words :-' Resolved, that Jeshuah Hamoshich (Jesus Christ) was of
all the Rabbis in Israel the greatest and the noblest. Further, that
Russia and Roumania are entirely unworthy to bear the name of
Christians, and that they are a (Chillel Hashem) profanation to the
pure and sweet name of Jesus Christ.' The whole audience stood up
in token of acceptance of this resolution, which was carried with the
greatest enthusiasm. It might be pardonable if your Missionary
sometimes, on occasions like these, wishes that some of the would-be
critics, both Jewish and Gentile, might be present in the Mission Hall.
It indeed would have been an eye-opener to some of the Rabbis to
have heard and seen how a large Jewish audience hailed Jesus ' as the
greatest and noblest of all the Rabbis in Israel.' "
We reproduce from the National Church, the organ of the Church
Defence and Instruction Co=ittee, the subjoined analysis of collections
on London Hospital Sunday in 1907. The collections in the chnrches
and chapels in the Metropolitan area for the Hospital Sunday Fund
are £1 ,848 less than the sum raised in 1906, but from the analysis
it will be seen that the contributions of the Church of England considerably exceed three-fourths of the whole amount collected :-.
Church of England, £34,473 Is. 3d.; Congregationalists, £1,813 7s. 7d. ;'
Jews, £1,518 6s. 5d.; Presbyterians, £1,112 3s. 7d.; Wesleyans,
£962 3s. 8d.; Baptists, £830 8s. lId.; Roman Catholics, £705 16s. 3d. ;
Unitarians, £366 13s.; Church of Scotland, £205 8s. 6d.; Catholic
Apostolic, £98 13s. 3d.; Greek Church, £87 2s. 6d.; German Lutherans,
£86 14s. 9d.; Society of Friends, £75 lOs. Id.; Foreign Protestants,
£66 13s. 6d.; Methodists (Welsh Calvinistic), £40 14s. 6d.; Reformed
Episcopal Church, £30 14s. 6d.; Methodists (United Free Church),
£24 10s.; Methodists (Primitive), £17 13s. 3d.; Swedenborgians,
£17 lIs. 10s.; Free Church of England, £12 lOs.; Moravians,
£2 16s. 8d.; Methodists (New Connection), £1 Is.; Various, £236
13s. lId.; Total, £42,786 5s. lId.
In 1900 the first" International Congress for the History of Religions"
was held in Paris, and t,he next took place in Basle four years later.
Arrangements are now being made for the third to be held at Oxford
in September, from the 15th to 18th inclusive. The Congress will
deal with the religions of Mexico and Peru, of the Chinese and Japanese,
the Egyptians, the Semites, India and Iran, the Greeks and Romans,
the Germans, Celts, and Slavs, and the Christians. The Congress is
completely Ullsectarian, and its fundamental rule provides that the
discussions shall be of an essentially historical character.
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, The Spring Conference of the Church Association will be held (n.v.)
in Preston from March 8th to 13th. The Public Hall, which accommodates four thousand persons, has been hired for a Protestant Demonstration on Thursday, March 12th. Much enthusiasm prevails amongst
PrestOn Protestants. Already some 15,000 copies of the Protestant
Chronicle have been circulated in Preston. An appeal for sermons
is being sent to all the non-Ritualistic clergy in the neighbourhood.
The expenses are computed at £100. All offers of personal service or
of financial aid should be sent to the Organizing Secretary, the Rev.
E. G. Bowring, 44, Kilvert's Buildings, Withy Grove,lManchester,
from whom all information can be obtained.

•

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY}t'ibBy
, ..
~. the Right Rev. G. A. CHADWIOK, D.D., Bishop of Derry and
Raphoe. 2/-. (London: Religious Tract Society.)
This volume is the latest issue in the series known as " The Devotional
Commentary," edited by the Rev. A. R. Buckland. The author's
treatment of the inspired Epistle is distinctly helpful to the English
Bible-reader, and the work should have a place in every Christian
family.
~

"THE CHIEF MUSICIAN:" or, STUDIES IN THE PSALMS, AND THEIR
TITLES. By E. W. BULLINGER, D.D. Pp. 314. 6/-. (London:
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 33, Paternoster Row, 1908.)
This learned book is evidently the output of much patient labour
and strikingly original thought. It, probably, is somewhat too
scientific in its method of dealing with the mass of materials
involved in the inquiry to make it popular. But a trained
mind will find in it ample compensation for the pains expended
on an exhaustive examination of its contents.
PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. QUARTERLY STATEMENT (January).
2/6. (London: Office of the Fund, 38, Conduit Street, W.)
The work of exploration, eonducted by the" Fund" on scientific principles, has now been carried on in the Holy Land for forty years, with
results of the most valuable description, especially when viewed from
the standpoint of the Bible student. Were adequate funds subscribed,
the work could be indefinitely extended. The latest Quarterly Report
of current proeeedings is most interesting reading.

