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FOR HIS

OWN SAKE.

" Whom have I in heallen but Thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside Thee."-PsALM lxxiii. 25.

A DEAR Christian friend recently sent us the following extract
from an old volume entitled" Divine Breathings, or Meditations,'"
printed in 1771. The sentiments-perhaps somewhat quaintly
expressed-accord well with the experience of many of GOD'S
more deeply taught people, For, the love of CHRIST entertaiJlled
by an instructed and intelligent heart centres less in the things that
accompany salvation than in the SAVIOUR Himself. The blessed
REDEEMER is most of all precious tor His own dear sake. His.
grace, gift,>, promises, dealings, are indeed altogether worthy of
Himself, and are praisefully acknowledged by the true-born
believer, yet it iiS the LORD JESUS in His sole PERSON in Whom
is found the fulness of satisfaction and delight. The old writer
observes: "My life is sweet, but my CHRIST must be sweeter
to me than my life. My soul is precious, but CHRIST must be'
dearer to me than my soul. My salvation is much, but CHRIST
must be more to me than salvation. CHRIST must be loved above'
all; nay, were there no arms of mercy to receive me, no heaveu
of bliss to entertain me, no weight of glory to crown me, yet CHRIST
must be loved above and without all these. As it is a sign of carnal
love to follow CHRIST for the loaves, so it is a sign of a base,.
S
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mercenary love to seek CHRIST for a reward. That is but adulterate
affection that loves the ring more than her beloved. That choice
cannot be cordial that aims only at a benefit. LORD! that I may
be able to love Thee for l'hyself!" Such, surely, is the ardent
desire of all who know the sweetness of personal communion with
the adorable SON of GOD. Those whose hearts have burned within
them while He lovingly revealed the things" concerning Himself,"
recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, care little for any other
companionship. "There is none upon earth that they desire
beside Him." It is for His own sake that the devout soul pleads
with Him, "Draw me, we will run after '1'hee," and adds in praise
of His faithfulness, "The KING hath brought me into His chambers :
we will be glad and rejoice in Thee; we will remember Thy love
more than wine; the upright love Thee" (Song i. 4). That is so.
Communion is a common partaking, in which act two or more
have a share. Communion is a higher experience than prayer. In
prayer the believer alone speaks.
In communion the Lord
Himself takes part, and speaks, while also He hearkens to the
heart-breathings of His disciple and worshipper. That which
saints pant for is the enjoyed presence of their LORD. "My soul,"
said DAVID, "t.hirsteth for GOD, for the living GOD: when shall I
come and appear before GOD 1" Heaven were no heaven to the
redeemed were JESUS, their BELOVED, not there! "Whom have
I in heaven but '1'HEE 1" As the worthy Puritan, JOSEPH CARYL,
long since wrote: "What is joy without GOD 1 What is glory
without GOD 1 What are all the diadems of heaven without
the GOD of heaven? If GOD were to say to the saints, Here is
heaven, take it amongst you, but I will withdraw Myself, how
would they weep over heaven itself, and make it a "Baca "-a
Valley of Tears-indeed! Heaven is not heaven unless we enjoy
GOD. It is the presence of GOD which makes heaven: GLORY
is but our nearest being unto GOD. If GOD should say unto the
saints, Take heaven amongst you, and withdraw Himself, they
would even say, Nay, let the world take heaven, if they will, if we
may not have Thee in heaven, heaven will be but an earth. or
rather but a Hell to us. That which saints rejoice in is that they
may be in the presence of GOD, that they may sit at His table,
and eat bread with Him; that is, that they may be with Him
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continually, 'l'hat is the thing which they desire and which their
souls thirst after, that if.! the wine which they would drink." The
height of blisfl l'rs(\l'vcu through free and sovereign grace for th
heirs' of glory ill, !lot that they shall sit in the Throne of the SON
of GOD, but, 11.8 ] le Himself has promised, " To him that overcometh
will I give to sit WIm ME in My Throne" (Rev. iii. 2]). The" with
Me " is a possflllSion unspeakably superior to that of being merely
enthroned in heaven itself! To sit on the Throne of GOD'S SON
were indred an empty glory were JESUS Himself absent!
" The LAMB is all the glory
Of Immanuel's J.Jl1nd."
It was lately stated in our hearing how one of the LORD'S dear
dying servants replied to a fellow-believer at his bed-side when
the latter remarked that he would soon see him again, "Oh, no,
for thousands of years my eyes will be occupied in gazing on Jesus
Himself! "
" The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not gaze at glory,
But on my K1NG of Grace;
" Not at the crown He gifteth,
But on His pierced hand ;The LAMB is all the glory
Of Imml1l1uel's Land."
"Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
Him." This is the well-assured hope of GOD'S redeemed Church
now militant here on earth. But soon-" a little while "-and
the beatific vision shall be consummated, and the ancient anticipation of the patriarch JOB shall have its realization in every
expectant follower of CHRIST-" Whom I shall see for myself, and
mine eyes shall behold, and not another."
And oh, how precious is the thought to the poor, frail, tempted,
Satan-assaulted child of GOD, that the first glance of JESUS in
the glory will terminate the actings and motions of sin within!
That, to our own mind, promises one of the most blessed of all
the secondary attractions of heaven. As the Christian poet
CoWPER has somewhere said with truth :" One view of JESUS as He is
Will strike all sin for ever dead! "
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Meanwhile, be it ours, dear children of GOD, to seek still ever
closer, sweeter, communion with Him Who is infinitely more to
us than would be a thousand heavens for ever without H1:m! Oh,
let us, depending on the grace of the indwelling HOLY SPIRIT,
set our hearts upon a growing likeness and conformity to Him,
into Whose perfected image wc shall instantaneously be changed
at His appearing and Kingdom!
" Deeply rooted, J~ORD, in Thee
Now and ever let me be;
Let my roots still deeper grow,
Neath the surface. far below,
Thus, while founded on the Rock
I need {ear no tempest's shock:
I would be 'built up , in TheeHigher rise-till GOD I see! "
THE

EDrroH.

LOIW, gather my thoughts that I may profitably meditate on thi::J,
which will gather me and all mankind into the grave at length; and
open mine eyes to see it before I feel it. 0 my soul, what is death?
It is a dissolution of the body; a parting of two loving companions
which God did unite in the womb. But oh! what are the causes of
death ~ Why, the cause is in myself. I bear about the seeds of many
diseases, as will cut me off at length; but the first cause of all is sin,
that brought death into the world with it. Seeing I have sinned, I
must die. But what are the properties of death? Why, it is certain
it is uncertain. It is u. way we can go but once; if it once go wrong.
we cannot put it right. 0 my soul, what are the opposites of it '?
Even life which we now enjoy here, which is sweet; and eternal life in
glory, where we shall be liable to no more death. And why should I
forget the death of Christ that unstings it, according to that? (Hoi'!.
xiii. 14.) What is death like ~ To what may I compare it? It ii'l
like the blowing out or wasting of a candle. What say the Scriptures?
They tell me, " It is appointed unto all men once to die." Now, 0 my
soul! how terrible is death! What a king of terrors is thIS! But,
alas! how little is my hard heart touched with the consideration of
this! How little am I affected with this which I must feel! Oh, to
consider my latter end! But, alas! I cannot command this of myself.
I cannot have one serious thought of it. But, 0 Lord, to Thee I mak!'
my request. Thou hast prepared ueath for me; prepare me for it.
And I desire to believe Thou wilt do it, for Thou workest all our works
in us. Blessed be the Lord, that has opened a way how we may be
delivered from its sting. And so, into Thy hands I commit my spirit.
Be my God and Guide even unto death. Amen.-TllOmas Boston.
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llmnn£l('lJe jJlote£l.
ASTOUNDING CONDESCENSION.

" He bcgctn to leash the disciples' jeet."-JOHN xiii. 4.
inspired narrative of which these words form part sets
before us one of the most marvellous acts of Divine condescension and grace recorded in the Holy Scriptures. It is instructive
to observe with what marked emphasis on the Godhead of Jesus
the Holy Spirit introduces this account of the feet-washing of the
disciples. How it heightens the grace of the Royal deed !-" Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from
supper, and laid aside His garments; and took a towel wherewith
He girded Himself" (verses 3, 4). How striking is the contrast
between Christ's greatness and His lowliness-between His greatness
as God, and His lowliness as Man! "What a sublime combination
of qualities in the one Person! And" this God is our God for ever
and ever," beloved in Christ, and" He will be our guide even unto
death."
That marvellous act of Divine condescension which we now have
under consideration illustrates certain aspects of the priestly office
of God's anointed Son, particularly that of the cleansing of the
believer's conscience and the ordering of his walk and conversation.
Of course, for justification the believer is already perfect in Christ
Jesus, for is he not made "the righteousness of God in Him " ?
(2 Cor. v. 21). He is " accepted in the Beloved," and the challenge
of the Spirit has never yet been answered: "Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth" (Rom.
viii. 33). But, as regards worship, walk, and service, the justified
man stands in constant need of having a "heart sprinkled from
an evil conscience." This need he feels increasingly as practical
experience of his infirmities is deepened by time and observation.
It was towards the close of the Apostle Paul's long acquaintance
with himself in the light of God's Word that he recorded that
memorable ejaculation of his, " 0 wretched man that I am ! Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?" It is the language
of a soul-the soul of a fully justified sinner-a soul in constant
THE

70

The Gospel Magazine.

conflict with evil, and it is plaintively echoed by all to-day who
are taught by the Holy Spirit to realise the " exceeding sinfulness
of sin."
Into the secret of some "professors" who boast of their
sinless perfection the true child of God desires not to come. Well
has a modern divine observed, "Men talk of perfection, talk of it
with their feet on this vile earth and breathing its tainting air;
but poor indeed are such men's views of holiness, and dark indeed
their knowledge of their God. Their perfection is a dream of
ignorance. It is nothing better than a blind man's landscape,
or a deaf man's song." Were the Arminian fallacy of sinless
perfection a truth, what would be the use of that "Fountain
opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
for sin and for uncleanness" (Zec. xiii. I)? Dear Toplady was
of another mind, for, when he penned his immortal hymn:of AGES, cleft for mc,
Let me hide myself in Thee!
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power,"-

" ROCK

he headed it with these words in The Gospel Magazine for March,
1776 (lying before me while I write): "A Living and Dying Prayer
for the Holiest Believer in the World." One of the humblest and
holiest men, when once asked how he was faring in the experience
of Divine things, summed up his case in the brief sentence,
" Confessing and washing, confessing and washing, all the day! "
And who can doubt that the Lord Jesus, our great High Priest,
finds singular delight in washing the soiled feet of His unworthy
disciples? He has in no wise changed in disposition of mind and
heart since he rose from Supper, laid aside His outer garments,
girded Himself with a towel, poured water into a basin, washed His
disciples' feet, and wiped them dry with the towel wherewith He
was girded! As often as the believer's conscience is defiled by sinand that is day by day-and he pleads as did David when he lost
the joy of God's salvation, "Wash me throughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin, wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow," there promptly proceeds from the gracious lips
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of Jesus the assurance, "I will: be thou clean!" To restore
the joy of salvation to hearts which have temporarily lost it is
a ministration of His office in which His tender heart finds peculiar
satisfaction. In His own words, "It is more blessed to give than
to receive." He Himself rejoices in the joy He confers on them
that mourn in Zion.
Brethren, do we at all adequately worship, adore, and honour
Him for this His marvellous condescension and grace 1 Alas, our
hearts condemn us in this matter! May our unworthy failure
serve to humble us in the dust, and may the grace of the Holy
Spirit constrain us as the followers of the Lord Jesus to stoop very
low in serving one another for His sake, and after His example.
Perhaps it is true that in humility, rather than in any other
grace, is conformity in likeness to the character of Christ obtainable
and desirable; the washing of the disciples' feet was one of the
last acts of Jesus ere He entered Gethsemane !

J. O.

Clitton.
NO SATISFACTION IN THE CREATURE.

SOLOMON tried many conclusions, but not one satisfied except the
last-the fear of God. 0 my soul, thou mayest tire thyself with a
variety of objects, but none satisfies save the fruition of thy God. He
only is the plenary and primary goodness, He only is the efficient
and sufficient fulness. As the manna satisfieth the palate, so it may
be said of Jesus Christ that He is satisfaction to every soul that knows
Him. Taste, therefore, and see how sweet the Lord is. Were one
herb as virtual, or one flower as delectable, as the bouquet, we would
never trouble ourselves to gather many. Take up, then, thy rest, 0
my soul, in the chiefest and choicest good which comprehends all
other good. Knowest thou anything profitable or desirable in the
creature ~ thou mayest see it in thy God, mayest find it in thy Christ.
Art thou captured ~ He is thy redeemer. Art thou wounded ~
He is thy Good Samaritan. Art thou broken-hearted ~ go to Jesus
and He will bind it up. Art thou sick ~ He is thy Physician. Art thou
persecuted ~ He is thy refuge. Art thou hungry or thirsty ~ He is
the living bread and the flowing stream. Art thou weary ~ He is
thy rest. Art thou in want or poverty ~ He is an inexhaustible
treasure. Art thou in disgrace or contempt ~ He is thy honour. Art
thou dull and heavy 1 He is a quickening Spirit. Wouldest thou
have grace ~ He is the fountain. Wouldest thou have heaven ~
He is the way; He shall guide thee by His counsel, and afterwards
receive thee to glory.-An Old Author.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the" ail'" and so shall we ever be
with the Lord."-I TRESS. iv. 17.
~
J
'-,; . ";~~~
" FOR EVER with the Lord" was the subject discussed by a few humblehearted followers and learners of Jesus at a City Bible-class recently.
The theme was one calculated to delight the hearts of such as were
looking for the Lord of Glory to consummate His work. A savour of
sweetness yet remains to some who were present, so that with the
Psalmist they can say, "Whilst I was musing the fire burned; then
spake I with my tongue." This brief paper is sent forth, therefore,
with a humble desire that it may be a word of comfort and hope to
others.
The return of their Lord was the bright star of hope to the
early Christian Church. So surely as He had risen and ascended to
glory, so surely would He, upon the strength of His own word, "Comc
again and receive you unto Myself." Their firm belief in the resurrection was evinced by their bidding" Good night" and not" Farewell "
to their beloved dying ones, so sure were they of meeting them again
on the Resurrection Morning. And this was coupled in life with their
daily greeting with their friends by the glad word" Marantha," The
Lord cometh! Their Lord was a Living Lord, a Resurrected Lord,
a Coming Lord! They were always looking for the promised coming
of the Coming One. Beloved reader, is your heart thus fixed, your
hope thus centred in Him Who will come and will not talTy?
It was the dominant hope and theme of the Apostle upon whose
inspired Epistle we write-the actual return of the Lord from glory.
In every chapter of his letter to the Church of the Thessalonians
we find this the joy-note (see chapter i. 10). "And to wait for
His Son from heaven." Again, ii. 19: "For what is our hope, or joy,
or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at His coming?" Then in the next chapter, iii. 13, "To
the end that He may stablish your hearts unblamable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all His saints." In the following chapter is that from which
our text is taken, and where we have the subject discussed at length,
whilst the last (v. 23) adds one more note of comfort, " And the very
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit,
and soul, and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you, Who will also do it."
The 2nd Epistle also carries on the blessed theme in each of its three
chapters (viz., i. 10, ii. 1, iii. 5). This glorious expectation would,
in lively and gracious exercise, tone their lives, teach them how to live
and walk as expectant heirs of such an inheritance. "What manner
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of persons ought ye to be ~ " seeing ye look for these things, would well
be the holy argument of their daily walk. Would not their desire
be to " walk circumspectly, and not as fools," to "be sober," and to
act as children of the day and of the light, and not of the night and
darkness ~ Because He had promised to " come quickly," " suddenly,"
" as a thief," " in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." How gracious
of Him to tell not only of His coming but the manner of His coming!
But meanwhile some of the saints had" fallen asleep." They had
not lived to see the fulfilment of their hope. They had died "not
having received the promise." They had passed to glory through
the fiery chariot and" of whom the world was not worthy," they had
sealed their testimony with their blood, whilst others had departed
in the natural order of things.
The Apostle would comfort the hearts of bereaved ones. He says,
" But I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
arc asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." We pause here to notice
a very comforting word for those mourning such as are not. "The
order and balance of the members of the Greek sentence require us to
translate it thus," writes an authority, quoting from the Wycliffe,
Rheims, and Cranmer translation, "Them that are laid to sleep by
Jesus." What a blessed thought that He, Who has been His children's
Saviour, Friend, Helper, and Guide all their journey through, is
nearer, if it were possible, at the last solemn, stupendous moment
as they are passing out of life into eternity! Yes, very tenderly
does Jesus lay His beloved ones to sleep. And then the Apostle
adds, "For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not
prevent them [go before-such is the Divine order in their Living
Head, the glorious first-fruits] which are asleep. For the Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout." That word shout is only
used here, so unique is the occasion, and means a call, a summons to
assemble. "With the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are
aljve and remain 3hall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air; and S0 shall we ever be with the Lord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these words." "Caught up"
implies an application of external power, but not from any
unwillingness in the saints. Yet to show that all the power from
first to last, as all their salvation and His glory in it, is His! This, then,
is the sum total, the consummation of the redeemed sinner's hope and
joy! "To ever be with the Lord!" To be for ever in the company
of our heart's Delight! To be no more parted from Him we love!
To be for ever with Him Who chose us, redeemed us, gathered us, by
grace distinguished us; Who protected, preserved, and kept us all the
way, and will finally" present us faultless before the Father's presence
with exceeding joy." Oh beloved, does this not speak to us of our
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training here? Should not our hearts' desire be a daily growing
up into Him in all things, an expanding knowledge of Him, a closer
walk with Him, an ever endearing fellowship and communion with
the One with Whom we hope to spend a blissful eternity?
Then, too, the truth of it expresses the witness of it to His eternal
glory. In His High Priestly prayer Jesus declares, "Father, I will
that they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that they
may behold My glory."
It is the crowning witness to His mediatorial work. It is there to
see Him, the Author of all grace, in the heights and depths of His glory,
as He is. Wondrously stupendous thought! Not as we thought of Him.
but as He is,-and to be satisfied!
" For ever to behold Him shine.
For ever more to call Him mine!
And see Him still before me :
For ever on His face to gaze,
And meet His full assembled rays,
While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory."
We might enlarge upon that word" together," but our paper is fast
filling. It is a wonderful word. "Shall God in very deed dwell with
man?" Can it be possible that He will have the eternal delight of
His heart gratified in having all His saints together with Him? It
is in that great mystery of love unfathomed in the Covenant of
grace. But as surely as He came to redeem us, leaving His Father's·
glory, and walking as Man upon this sin-stained earth, that He might
gather out a people chosen from all eternity unto Himself, so surely
will He presently have us in the heavenly Inheritance with Himself.
" I will dwell in them and walk in them" is His promise to the lowl~'
and contrite here; and "They shall walk with Me in white"
is His heart's anticipation for them above! Together! The sleeping
saints and those that are alive, and Jesus in their midst! together, and
that for ever! Oh! beloved, may these sin-stained lives of ours seck
to be less earth-bound, less contaminated, less prone to wander, and
more and more may our renewed hearts be constrained and bound
together, and together only with Jesus the crown o( our hope!
" Planted together in the likeness of His death," here, "we shall be
also in the likeness of His resurrection" yonder! No separation in,
Christ Jesus! He 'with us here, we with Him therc, yes, therc :" Midst the light, and peace, and glory
Of the Father's Home,
Christ for me is watching, waiting,
Waiting till I comc.
" There, amidst the lovc and glory
He is waiting yet,
On His hands a name is graven
He can ne' er forget.
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.. There, amidst the songs of heaven,
Sweeter to His car
Is the footfall through the desert
Ever drawing near.
"There, made ready arc the mansions,
Glorious, bright, and fair,
But the Bride the Father gave Him
Still is wanting there.
" Oh! the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert passed.
Oh! the wondrous words of greeting
He shall speak at last!
" He and I together entering
These bright courts above;
He and I together sharing
All the Father's love!
" 'Where no shade nor stain can enter
Nor the gold be dim;
In that holiness unsullicd,
I shall walk with Him.
" Meet companions then for Jesus,
From Him, for Him made;
Glory of God's grace for ever
There in me displayed.
" He and I in that bright glory
One deep joy shall share;
Mine to be for ever with Him;
His, that I am there."

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~ "
(SONG OF SOLO:MON, i. 4.)
"THE King hath brought me into His chambers." My renowned
King has brought me into His private audience chamber, where He
has communed with me of all things in my heart. How long the
individual soul remains there for spiritual instruction is according
to the will of the King. In that chamber wc learn to account all our
righteousness as filthy rags. " We do all fade as a leaf; our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away." There we discover our need
of a righteousness commensurate with the holy Law of God. This
leads us into another chamber-the robing room, where we put on
the imputed righteousness of the Son of God, to cover us from the
curse and effects of the ]'all. That spotless robe is inseparable from
the atoning blood. Happy is tllat favoured sinner who is made" the
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righteousness of God" in Christ. And next the King leads his happy
guest into the banquet chamber, where he feasts on the memorials of
His dying love to sinful men; and then He often leads the soul into
what may be called the sick chamber, where their spiritual maladies
are all tenderly and skilfully treated. It is here that Gilead's balm
is effectually administered. The last is the dying chamber. The
writer has not been yet brought into that, but is daily looking to enter
it. Dying strength is not given, probably, till the dying hour. I
crave to utter, in dying, that sweet Name, " Jesus"-my last utterance
in time, and my first in eternity! Lord, let it linger on my dying lips.
It will be a full assurance that I have gone to spend a happy eternity
with the Lord. "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy
staff they comfort me." Reader, have you been brought into any
of the" chambers," except the last?
Leicester.
MARY.
THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXX.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, l\LA.
(Continued from page 39.)

EVERY true conception of the Mosaic Covenant must present two
distinct aspects. If it is contemplated in its relation to the gracious
souls of that generation, it must become invested, although under
veil and shadow and type, with the glory of the grace which was at
last openly revealed in the Gospel. At the same time such elect and
quickened souls must have been sensible of something in that preparative
economy limited, imperfect, and wanting. Yes, even in the spiritual
gladness which could use such words as those in Ps. lxxxiv. 1-7;
cxix. 97-100; cxxii. 1-2; of something, also, of fear and burden,
that made the poor heart weary for the coming of One who should
illuminate the shadow, fulfil the type, and remove the veil, so making
the way open into the Holiest.
Witsius has written these excellent words: "As the Old Testament
is nothing but the Covenant of grace, as it was dispensed before Christ
came in the flesh, it is necessary that all the blessings or good things,
which were promised by the Covenant of grace as such, should have
likewise a place in the Old Testament. But the benefits of the
Covenant of grace are eternal salvation, and whatever has a necessary
connection therewith; such as regencration, vocation by the Word
and Spirit of grace, faith, justification, spiritual peace, adoption.
Though most of these are much more eminent under the New Tel!tament,
yet all of them, as to their substance, were conferred even under the
Old."
And of the ceremonies under that dispensation he says: "I own
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that, in a certain respect the ceremonies were a grievous yoke and
belong to the faults or defects of that testament; but there was likewise
It remarkable representation of Christ in them, and of the grace that
was to be obtained by Him. And, because God was pleased in those
times to set His mysteries before them in riddles, parables, and figures,
it was the extraordinary happiness of Israel that they had continually
before their eyes these pictures of the Divine goodness, and of a Saviour
to come, while other nations were left to themselves. And the rather
as the elect were instructed by the patriarchs, and the prophets, and
by those who had been taught by them in their mystical signification
according to the measure of those times. And in them they had not
only a prefiguration, but also a confirming seal of the coming of the
Messiah, to whom they allIed as by the hand, and without Whom they
had been unworthy of God." And yet again, the same excellent writer
has written of the inheritance: "The Old Testament is nothing but
the very Testament of grace, as proposed under the veil of types, which
were afterwards to be abrogated. But heaven and salvation and
God Himself are the inheritance of the children of God by the Testament
or Covenant of Grace; and, as that Testament is invariable, the
substance of the inheritance cannot be one thing under the old, and
another tmder the new Economy of thc same Testament. The difference
of the Economies consists in this, that the same inheritance is held
forth different ways: in the New Testament clearly and without any
veil; in the Old, wrapped up in types and earthly pledges; among
which, after the Covenant was made with Abraham, the typical
inheritance of the land of Canaan was the most eminent. That this
inheritance was typical, both reason declares and the Scripture attests.
For, as the whole habitable world cannot be the happiness of the
soul, and is subject to vanity by reason of sin, there is no country,
considered in itself, of such value as to deserve to be called the
inheritance of the people of God. And certainly God's Covenantpeople have something more to expcct from Him than what even
the wicked may possess. Nor is there so vast a difference between
Syria, Egypt, and Canaan, it wc consider only the fertility and pleasantness of countries, as that the possession of the Israelites, unless something higher was implied, should be so much commended, as to be the
envy of all other nations. The land of Canaan was given to Israel in
virtue of the Testament of grace, not for any merit or worth of theirs,
but by the mere favour of Goel (Deut. vii. 7, 8). "Not because ye
wcre morc in number than any people; but because J ehovah loved
you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto
your fathers, hath J ehovah brought you out with «, mighty hand."
Compare Dent. iv. 37, 38; Ezekicl xvi. 60; and Ezekiel xxxvi. 32.
Thus also the inheritance of heaven comes to believers from the most
free grace of God alone and the most free Testament of God the Father
and of Christ (Luke xii. 32; Eph. ii. 8)."
And so it is written by the Holy Ghost-and the words are a divinelysufficient witness to the identity of their hope and ours: "That they
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without us should not be made perfect" (Heb. xi. 40). To the gracious
souls, then, in that dispensation the silence of the Psalms-together
with their studied turning aside from sacrifice and offerings, from
typical rite and outward ceremonial-or the testimony of the prophets
.to a Victim and High Priest, to a spiritual service and a new Economy,
would be easily intelligible. Even the very words of Moses and the
Law sufficiently prove that the Old was to wax old, its limitations to
pass away in order that the New might dawn, and that the star-lit
ways, where walked the more slow and uncertain steps of those former
pilgrims, might brighten into the golden glory of the Gospel (Dent.
xxx. 11-14; xviii. 15).
To the carnal and dead souls of that generation the voice of the
Law, as a republication of the broken Covenant of human righteousness,
could only become-and to this its very expression under conditions
(Lev. xviii. 5) must have even tended-an incitement to self-righteous
and vain self-confidence, and, in its added multiplication of external
ceremonies, a dangerous path to the self-deceit of formalism and
hypocrisy, a "Hagar, gendering to bondage." That this was tho
tendency of the legal Covenant at Sinai in Arabia, through the natural
pride and self-righteousness of fallen man, not only St. Paul gives
witness in the New Testament, but the prophets, and the Lord of
the prophets under the Old, as many places testify (Iso.. i. 10-15).
To this unhappy perversion of the Sinaitic Covenant St. Paul alludes
in his words of the veiled face of Moses. That veil was assumed that
the people might not look to the end of that whieh was to be done
away and abolished in Christ, Who is the end of the Law unto those
who believe. It was then an act of twofold typical intention. It
expressed the divine jealousy for the honour of that d.ispensation,
the bright reflection of which upon the face of the lawgiver might not
be seen dying away. And it became a sad prophecy, as St. Paul
teaches, of the veil upon the hearts, that through pride and prejudice
refused the excelling glory of the New Covenant in Christ.
It will now be well to examine the saying of Moses which gives most
credit to the belief-a thoroughly erroneous belief, as the reformed
divines have shown-that the old Covenant at Horcb was a Covenant
of human righteousness (Lev. xviii. 5). This verse in Leviticus is
quoted by St. Paul in Gal. iii. 12. Now let it be remember<'d who it
was said these words: Moses, who is called" the friend of God," a
name given by Jesus Christ (in St. John xv. 15) to the first preachers
of the New Covenant; Moses, in whom, hidden in the cleft of the rock,
there is a sweet sign that even the Law-giver and typical Mediator
of the Old Testament needed the Sanctuary of the broken side of
Jesus, the Rock of Ages, and the Mediator of the New Covenant;
Moses, to whom that name of all grace (Ex. xxxiv. 4-8) was therc,
while the tables were in his hand, proclaimed; Moses, who in his divino
" hymn of eternity" sang in self-humiliation of the sin which, in it!i
inward and secret indwelling, is before the eyes of God (" Thou hl\!it
set our sins before the glory of Thy face" [Ps. xc. title and verse 8 I),
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and then made his prayer in the quietness of the hope that looked
onwards to Christ for the beauty of the Lord-the righteousness of
Christ imputed-in words as full of the faith revealed in the Gospel
of grace, or even a St. Paul could have uttered. Can he, who so denied
and fled from his own righteousness-although the human Mediator
of the Law-have directed the congregation, delivered into his hand,
to the doctrine of human merit for life everlasting?
But let us now enquire how these words, especially in the light of
the Pauline use of them, are to be understood. Now, no fair exegesis
can limit their intention to the temporal blessings of the life in the
promised land. The Jewish rabbins were perfectly justified in
interpreting them of eternal life. Where, then, do they occur? It is
remarkable that they immediately succeed the great ordinance of
the Day of Atonement and those added rubrics about the sacredness
of the sacrificial blood. Thus the words are directly superposed upon
the fundamental truth of sacrifice and atonement-of atonement as
typically foreshadowed in the Old Testament, but only actually and
meritoriously made by that most precious blood, which is expressly
called by St. Paul "the Blood of God" (Acts xx. 28), because of the
Unity of Person in Him, who is Immanuel, God with us, the one Victim
and Sacrifice for sin. Then, further, the very words are prefaced by
these: "Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am
the Lord your God." "After the doings of the Lord of Egypt, wherein
ye dwelt, shall ye not do; and after the doings of the land of Canaan,
whither I bring you, shall ye not do; neither shall ye walk in their
ordinances." Now, this is spoken to a people already typically
redeemed and separated unto God. The same may be said of Deut. vi.
5. But then it may be questioned, How can St. Paul bring forward
these words, as he most undoubtedly does, in witness that the Old
Covenant as a legal and conditional Covenant was opposed to the
Covenant of Grace, which is of promise and without all conditionsa Covenant of gift in the merit and righteousness of another and a
Testament of entire and absolute grace in Christ Jesus? Now, never
let us forget those clear testimonies-the one of St. Peter: "We
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be
saved, even as they" (Acts xviii. 11); and the other from the Law
itself (Deut. xxxi. 11-14, as quoted by St. Paul, Rom. x. I-I3). These
places prove that the salvation of the Old Testament saints was, for
Bubstance though not for manner, the identical salvation in Christ,
however distinctly and darkly presignified, which the New Testament
saints enjoy. To this question, then, this must be the answer, taken
at large from our gracious author :" The Law may be considered: (1) More largely, as comprehending
the whole doctrine and administration of the Sinai-Covenant, as
delivered by Moses on Mount Sinai; or (2) More restrictively as it is
a rule of righteousness consisting in precepts, threats, and promises,
holding forth life upon a condition absolutely impossible to fallen
man, a perfect and perpetual personal obedience to the Law; but
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denouncing the curse and death upon the least contrary failing. In
the latter sense Paul understands the Law in Rom. x. 5, Gal. iii. 12,
and in this sense, the righteousness of the Law stands in perfect doing;
"the man that doth them shall live in them"; and the Law, thus
taken, is a Covenant of works. In this sense the carnal Jews (being
ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish tlieir own
righteousness) did take, or rather mistake, the Law; and so did the
false apostles, who obtruded upon certain New Testament churches
the necessity of the works of the Law, in whole or in part, unto justification. But this acceptation of the Law abstracts the Law from
Moses' dispensation of it, from faith, and from Christ, the Soul of the
Law, * and so leaves the Law as a mere ministry of death and condemnation. For in this sense the Law was not given by Moses at
Mount Sinai. And therefore the apostle condemns the Jews, as ignorant
perverters of the true meaning of the Law, while they sought to be
justified by their own works; and shows that Moses himself in the
Law taught them to look for salvation in the Messiah, and for that
righteousness which is by faith in Christ alone. In the former sense,
which is more complexive and comprehensive, Paul understands the
Law in Rom. x. 4: "Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness,
to everyone that believeth," and in Gal. iii. 23, 24, "We were kept
under the Law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be
revealed. Wherefore the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us to
Christ, that we might be justified by faith."
And the Law, thus taken, is a Covenant of faith in Christ Jesus.
In both the former and latter sense the word Law seems to be used in
that passage; but "now the righteousness of God without the Law
(so strictly taken) is manifested, being witnessed by the Law (so largely
taken) and the prophets, even the righteousness of God, which is by
faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them that believe." (3)
I add, therefore, for the unfolding of this mystery more clearly these
considerations touching the Law or Sinai-Covenant, and the condition
of life and eternal happiness therein revealed.
I.-That the Sinai-Covenant was purposely so dispensed as set forth
life and happiness upon two opposite and contrary conditions, t works
and faith; perfect doing and believing. This is clear by St. Paul's
epistles beyond all dispute: (1) Upon the perfect doing all written
in the law, Rom. x. 5, Gal. iii. 12, with Lev. xviii. 5, the curse being
denounced against the least failing, Gal. iii. 10, with Deut. xxvii. 26 ;
(2) Upon believing in Jesus Christ the Messiah promised, Rom. iii. 21,
22, and x. 6-12 compared with Deut. xxx. 11-15 (see also Rom. x. 4;
Gal. iii. 22, 23, 24).
n.-That in this Sinai-Covenant these opposite conditions of perfect
* This is John Calvin's beautiful testimony to Christ in the Law.
tWhen faith is called a "condition," it is always to be tmderstood that only
grace-the grace of God-can}ulfil that condition in, and give faith to, any soul.
Cf. Ooles " On Sovereignty."
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obedience under pain of curse and death, and of believing in Christ,
are very differently required and revealed. Believing in Christ is
revealed very sparingly and obscurely; perfect doing very frequently
and plainly. Though, therefore, the whole ministration of the SinaiCovenant belongs to the office of Moses, yet that function most properly
and peculiarly scems to be ascribed to him which consisted in teaching
what the true righteousness of works was, and what rewards or pUnlshments attend upon the observers or breakers of the law; upon which
account Moses is contrasted with C'hrist: "the law was given by
Moses; but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."
IlL-That, though these two conditions of perfect obedience and
of believing, are thus differently revealed and required in the SinaiCovenant; yet believing in Christ unto life and righteousness was
therein chiefly and ultimately intended, and perfect doing only urged
upon Israel subordinately and preparatively to that believing.
Now, that believing in Christ unto righteousness is chiefly and
ultimately intended in the Sinai-Covenant is plain: (1) From all the
arguments whereby it can be demonstrated that the Sinai-Covenant
was in the divine dispensations a Covenant of Faith; (2) From the'
many testimonies of the Apostle St. Paul, declaring Christ, and faith,
and justification by faith to be the very chief intent of the Law or
Sinai-Covenant; (3) From Moses himself, declaring the righteousness.
of faith from the Sinai-Covenant (Deut. xxx. 11-'-14).
That perfect obedience under pain of cursc and death was urged
upon Israel only subordinately and preparatively to believing and
the righteousness of faith is also evident; for (1) Hereby God broughtIsrael to see the need of a Mediator; (2) To the Moral Law, the impossible rule of perfect doing, God added the Ceremonial Law, revealing
Christ, the object of believing and" the end of the law for righteousness " to every believer; (3) The Scripture, peculiarly the Law, has
hereby "concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus
Christ may be given to them that believe"; (4) By the Law, requiring
perfect doing under a curse, they were shut up unto the faith that
should afterwards be revealed; (5) The Law, moral and ceremonial,
in this respect was to the Jews "a schoolmaster to bring them to
Christ," that they might be justified by faith in Christ.
IV.-That the condition of perfect doing under pain of curse and
death, convincing the sinner of his sin and misery, leaves him hopeless
in himself, not to trust in his own works for righteousness; but the
invitation to faith ministers hope, without himself, in Jesus Christ,
to trust to Him alone for justification.
V.-Now, both these were necessarily required to the sinner's
salvation-in the sinner or the sinner's surety: (1) Perfect obedience
unto all God's Law under pain of death was required to the sinner's
everlasting happiness, because God's Covenant of works, at first made
with Adam, and with all his posterity in him, but broken by them
cannot be eluded or evaded. They must do it or die; otherwise God
Himself should not be just and true. Do it in their own persons they
6
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could not. Therefore they lie under the curse and death. This
Covenant hereupon (such the contrivance of God's infinite wisdom
and grace !) reveals Jesus Christ, Who alone could bear tills curse upon
Himself, and fulfil the obedience of the Law to the uttermost, for thc
sinner's redemption and righteousness; (2) Faith in Christ is also
necessary to the sinner's eternal happiness, because without faith
the Surety's perfect and meritorious satisfaction cannot becomc his
by imputation.
VI.-That perfect obedience and faith in Jesus Christ are so required
in this Sinai-Covenant, as to let all men see that the penalty and duty
of the Covenant of Works have their plenary accomplishment in thc
Covcnant of Faith through Jesus Christ alone. In the Law perfect
obedience is exacted from sinners under a curse; which obedience is
as impossible as the curse is intolerable. Therefore Jesus Christ, thc
Mediator, of the Everlasting Covenant, is set forth as bearing the
penalty of the curse and fulfilling all obedience for elect sinners most
exactly. Thus they are directed unto Jesus Christ by faith, for life
and righteousness, and according to the tenor of the Sinai-Covenant,
the Covenant of works has its perfect accomplishment in Christ by
His obedience and suffering, all which becomes the soul's by faith.
Thus the Covenant of works is digested into, and incorporated with,
and wholly swallowed up by, the Covenant of Faith.
VII.-This truth that righteousness is found in Christ's perfect
obedience unties the knots of many difficulties, and unveils the secret
of many mysteries, as: how" mercy and truth have met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." This Psalm (lxxxv.)
had immediate reference to Israel's deliverance from the Babylonish
captivity, and the sweet effects thereof; but, mediately, to Christ,
and our redemption by Him. In Christ these divine attributes have
sweet agreement and accomplishment towards sinners, which without
Christ seemed to be in infinite opposition. Mercy is expressed to the
sinner lying under the penalty of the Law of works, by the giving of
Christ to be his Surety. Truth is fulfilled, which threatened death
to the transgression under the law, because Christ, the Surety, died
for elect sinners. Justice or righteousness is satisfied because Christ,
by His perfect righteousness, fulfilled all that the Law could require,
and suffered all that the Law could inflict. Peace is hereby obtained
for them, that were by sin at war with God, to whom, by the blood
of Christ, they had reconciliation. All this is sweetly intimated,
though darkly and in a veiled and typical way, in the Mosaic dispensation.
(To be continued.)
GOD never leaves His people entirely destitute; there is always
something to encourage us somewhere-something to comfort us-but
often, when we are in trouble, we overlook the comfort.-Rev.
Matthew Welland.
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THE SACRED HISTORY OF SOME LIVING STONES IN GOD'S
SPIRITUAL TEMPLE.
A PRECIOUS little book has been lent me, and so valued is it by the
owner, that it is solely on condition that I will not lend it to any
one, in case of its becoming mislaid. Issued in the year 1862, it is
now out of print. I am very fond of books. They are my close and
valued companions, and when I enjoy their company, it is an
additional pleasure that others participate with me, so that they are
always on their errands, journeying to and from my friends. Thus
together we divide the spoil, and better still if it be a means of
scattering the seed of eternal life and of establishing and edifying the
Church of God. But to return to the little book of such value and
interest at the present moment. What can I do? I must not forego
my word and lend it, and yet, so full of precious truth is it that I
want others to share my morsel. I know many dear readers would
enjoy the perusal, as it centres round a hallowed spot in many a
memory. The poet Horatius Bonar writes truly :" Part not with these old names and words, each one
Contains an everlasting historyA great soul's history, which like a pearl
Within its shell, lies hid. Fling not away
The shell because unpolished and uncouth,
Lest, in so doing, thou shouldst fling away
The gem whose lustre lies unseen within."

So we would cull in our readings from this little work, in gratitude to
the kind friend who has lent it, some of the momentous history written
therein. Momentous, did I say? Yes! Since it is the story told of
the upholding of a Church. Not a building of bricks and mortar, but
of those lively stones which are built up a spiritual house, to adorn
the eternal Temple in the glory yonder. It is the early history of
that sacred spot of hallowed memory to very many of us-the Circus
Church, Portsmouth, and though it dates back to about 1857, it is no
small cause for thankfulness that the same everlasting Gospel
of no uncertain sound'is still being proclaimed from its pulpit, and
that the Lord owns and blesses the sowing of the good seed of the
Kingdom under the faithful preaching of the Rev. A. J. Day, who shuns
not to declare the whole counsel of God, and thus are sinners sought
out and saints edified.
The title of the little work is "Precious Stones from a Strange
Quarry, or Circus Needs and Gospel Blessings," by the Rev. John
Knapp, and it tells how the opening of Hengler's Circus at Portsmouth
for the preaching of the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ was an
experiment, not of thirst for novelty nor desire for sensational change,
but as there appeared an urgent necessity to warrant the undertaking.
The building was in a locality which presented a large field for sowing
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the seed of the Word. Near by the vast population'"of 90,OOO-souls in
that chief naval station, with its great arsenal, and that population,
exclusive of the large 'numbers of military and naval men, at once a
garrison and seaport town; what various characters would be met
with there. Alas! what vice and wickedness; what utter disregard
of the Sabbath and the Lord of the Sabbath. Drunkenness rife among
the sailors, who on land recklessly spent their wages in the gin-shop or
drinking saloon near by, consequent poverty and misery in the courts
and alleys around where the homes of such men were, homes more of
misery and poverty than anything else; all this pointed out the need
of some godly believing people of a place of worship in the vicinity.
Here was Hengler's Circus, now a disused building, but in the
crowded thoroughfare, about half a mile from the Common Hard, and
where multitudes throng and pass. And this was the spot and building
selected in the wisdom of God, wherein by the foolishness of preaching
many of the enemies of the King of kings should be wounded by
the Gospel arrow and fall under it. " For the Word of God is quick
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow.
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
The Circus was thus opened in prayer and faith. The Gospel was
proclaimed from within those wooden walls and under a canvas roof.
Crowds flocked within, some to scorn and scoff, some from idle curiosity,
and some from real concern. It was laughed at as an excitement and
novelty which would soon wear away; but how true is the word:
" If it be of God ye cannot overthrow it," for after the given time for
the novelty was over, still the people came and heard, and the
Gospel had free course and was glorified, and of many now casting
their crowns before the throne it will be said in that day when all is
made manifest, "This and that man were born there." The writer
goes on to give some account of these "precious stones" from so
strange a quarry, where Sunday after Sunday were gathered in dense
crowds so strange a congregation in a still more strange place for
worship. "No aisles to break the continuity of upturned faecs; the
ring where the horses ran; the raised seats where the spectators sat;
the orchestra in which the musicians played, and the remnants of
tawdry scraps of painting with which the building was ornamented.
Eighteen months ago the building was converted from a place of
noisy merriment into a house of prayer, and thither now flock on
the week-day and on the J-Jord's Day enormous multitudes of working
people to listen to the Word of the Lord. I don't suppose, on the
Sunday night J was there, that there were forty persons who did not
belong to the labouring classes. Dockyard labourers and their wives
and children, old men and young men, from every department of
trade, might be counted by hundreds. The psalm-singing was homelr
and hearty, and the behaviour of the large assemblage most devout.
I had been asked to speak to them and had prepared an addresH, but
it wouldn't do, I knew. Sentences und sentiments turned out as
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smoothly as a filbert from its shell, were not the things for the hardheaded, hard-handed, yet warm-hearted flock there assembled; so I
fell upon a homely theme, the Lord's Prayer, and talked to them about
its precious contcnts for nearly an hour, to which they listened, and, I
trusted, carried to their homes some of the truths I published to their
ears." Thus arose onc o[ those early days impressions in the soon-tobe-made-famous Circus Church.
Then on the first anniversary of the opening of the above building,
we have the well-beloved alld esteemed late Dr. Doudney giving an
account of thr !lrrviccs at which he was present, which article appeared
in his far-famed ., Old Jonathan," Aug. 15th, 1859. He wrote, "On
the first :tnniversary it was J onathan's privilege to be present, and the
scene he believes he shall never forget. Above one thousand persons,
almotlt exclusively of the working classes, were present at a prayermeeting held at six o'clock in the morning; and the Lord, of a truth,
was in the midst of them. Another and densely crowded assembly
convened in the evening of the same day and sat upon the hard benches
for upwards of two hours without the semblance of weariness. With
the exception of his own loved church, if there is one place more
memorable than another to J onathan, as where the Lord manifested
Himself in connection with the ministry of the Word, it is in the church
of the Circus at Portsmouth. . .. As the second anniversary fell on
a Saturday, no evening meeting was held; but there was a prayermeeting at six in the morning, as on the previous anniversary, at which
the Revs. J. Knapp, J. W. Banks, F. Baldy, J. S. Sergeant, and J. C.
Martin were present and took part.
" God has evidently smiled upon this great work, and we believe it
will be found when the Lord shall number up His people, that hundreds
were • born again' there. The originator under God of this work,
the Rev. J. Knapp, is now assisted by two eminent men of God, who
alternately labour at the Circus, the Rev. J. Hawker and the Rev. J. C.
Martin, upon whose ministrations J onathan prays that a great blessing
may descend."
But let us now draw some extracts of the individual work of grace as
evidenced in the hearts of some of those worshippers. Let us take
an entry made in the diary of the Circus Scripture-reader for March
22nd, 1860. He wrote: "Visited Mr. and Mrs. L. I feel sure the
Lord is teaching Mr. L., and I am not without a hope that his wife is
under the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit. He is 69 and she 71
years of age. It is only within the last two years that they have been
brought to think seriously about their eternal condition. Mr. L.
especially is most anxious to know if he has a personal interest in the
atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 'Can it be possible, sir,' he
asked, • that the Lord intends to show mercy to me, who for so many
years lived in neglect of religion ~' 'Oh! if I could but feel sure,' he
added, while his eyes were suffused with tears, 'if I could but feel sure
that my sins were pardoned, I should be satisfied.'
" I then spoke to him on the finished work of Christ, and also read
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to him part of Judges xiii., concerning the angel appearing to Manoah.
He replied, 'I often get a little comfort from the thought that God
would not have done for me what He has, if He intended to destroy
me. He would have permitted me to continue the same easy path I
have been going in for so many years.'
• "From this time I regularly visited them. Mr. L. has been surely
brought to rest upon Jesus as a little child, although at times sorely
buffeted and tried by Satan. I never felt satisfied with his wife's
condition until the following December, when, after the Wednesday
evening service at the Circus, I was informed that she was dangerously
ill, and desired to see me. I hastened to the house, and beheld a scene
of suffering and woe. The opinion of those around was that she could
not survive the night. When she saw me she feebly exclaimed, ' I am
going, sir. How kind of you to come and see me.' 'Going,' I replied;
'my dear friend, and where do you think you are going?' She
answered with a smile, 'To heaven. I know I shall go there, for Jesus
is mine.' She then added slowly, 'But not for anything I have ever
done or can do, but only through His blood I have hope.' I quoted a
few passages from the Word to her and commended her to the Lord in
prayer. She continued in a very precarious state for some time. and
gave a sweet testimony that she was building alone on the Rock, Jesus
Christ. Through the mercy of the Lord, she recovered in some measure
her wonted health, and both she and her husband are now fellowpilgrims on the road to Zion. Though very poor in this world's goods,
they are rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom of God."
An old shoemaker, for many years a professed infidel, "grown old
in his scepticism, and being a fluent talker, and possessing some power
of argument, was after many futile efforts at last persuaded to attend
the means of grace. And there the Lord met with him, broke down
all the barriers of his scepticism, scattered his infidelity to the winds,
and brought him to His feet as a little child. It was a wondrous
change, and stirred up all the malignity of the devil. His former
acquaintances made him a butt for their ridicule, and sought to annoy
him in every way. But he was preserved from any inconsistency of
conduct, took all their jeers in a meek and happy spirit, and thus in
his old age adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour."
The history of a nurse is given, who, after her case was over, was
leaving the house, carrying her small hand luggage, and having to pass
by the Circus, heard some singing. She was not a professing woman,
only just a morally respectable person who did not trouble about
religion. But a strange desire came over her to go inside the building
whence this singing proceeded. She hesitated, as having her box and
bundle with her. But still she felt impelled to go in and stand by the
door. The late beloved J. C. Martin was preaching. "I felt the
sermon was all for me. Every word seemed to come home to my
heart, and I trembled so exceedingly that I could scarcely stand.
How I had been living in neglect of God filled me with fear, and then,
when that beautiful hymn was sung, 'God laid my sins on J csus,' I
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thought I should have sunk through the place. Oh! I thought,
what would I not give to know that my sins were laid on Jesus! I
hardly know how I reached home, I was so cast down. I continued
in this state, in dreadful trouble of soul until, some weeks after, the
Lord was pleased to give me peace through believing. I was pondering
upon these things, and thinking there was little hope for me, when as
though a voiee from heaven spoke to me, ' But go thou thy way till the
end be, for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of thy days:
Since then I have been happy. I can now praise the Lord for His great
mercy to my soul. I am a wonder unto myself, and I often ask myself
the question, ' What have I been doing these many years past ~ What
a mercy that He should save such a sinner as I am!'" The after
career of this trophy of Divine grace was watched with tender affection
by those connected with the Circus. She was kept in a Zionward
course, consistently adorning the doctrines of grace, and attended the
means of grace very regularly until her end some years after.
(To be continued.)
THE GLORY DUE. UNTO HIS NAME.

" Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name."-Ps. xcvi. 8.
ONE of the most striking instances recorded in the Scriptures of truth
of giving unto the Lord the glory due unto His Name is that of
the dying malefactor, as found in Luke xxiii. 40-43.
There was a glory due unto Christ's Name as He was "the God
of the whole earth," "the Creator of the ends of the earth," the
almighty Creator and Maker of heaven and earth and all things therein.
As the eternal Word, there was a glory due unto His Name, for the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by
Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. His
wondrous works throughout the vast creation declare His Name to be
near and excellent (Ps. lxxv. 1 ; Ps. viii. 1). Unto Him who is God
the Son, both David in the Psalms and Moses in Genesis give the
glory due unto His Name in creation work, for" He spake and it was
done, He commanded and it stood fast." "And God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good" (Gen. i. 31). But
it is as the Redeemer and Saviour of fallen, guilty, ruined, and helpless
sinners of mankind, that God hath magnified His Word above all His
Name (Ps. cxxxvii. 2), i.e., above all that can be seen or known of
Him either in creation or providence. As He finished the work of
Creation in six days, so He finished the work of Redemption in thirtythree years, and declared it to be a finished work.
Now, here it is that we see the dying thief giving unto Him, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the glory due unto His Name; for in this man's
extremity of sin, guilt, transgression, and pollution of soul and
body, he betakes himself to Christ by faith and prayer, and is at
once, without any delay, heard, received, and abundantly answered.
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He was then and there enabled by sovereign grace to' look unto Jesus
the Author and Finisher of faith. He looked unto Him and was
lightened, and his face was not ashamed.
If it was the glory of His Name, "Jesus" (Matt. i. 21), to receive
sinners and eat with them, could His glory be less by receiving them
when he was actually dying for them ~ Well, therefore, might He
have said to His betrayers and murderers (Matt. xxvii. 42), "Said
I not unto you, all that the Father giveth Me shall come unto Me,
and Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out ~" By this
dying criminal's faith in Christ he gave Him the honour due unto
His Name as "Lord." "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into
Thy kingdom." Is not Thy kingdom of grace on earth, and of glory
in heaven, such as can meet the case of one so corrupt, depraved, lost,
and ruined as I ~ This is the enquiry of the faith that is of the
operation of God, and in coming to Christ by faith in all his guilt,
he gave Christ the glory due unto His Name as the Redeemer of men,
and as the Saviour of that which was "lost."
1. The glory of His Name as the God of all grace. What a practical
owning was this, that salvation is of grace, and not by works of
righteousness which we have done. As Toplady blessedly affirms :" How vast the benefits divine
Which we in Christ possess :
Sav'd from the guilt of sin we are,
And called to holiness.
.. But not for works which we have done,
Or shall hereafter do,
Hath God decreed on sinful worms
Salvation to bestow."
2. The glory of His Name, as One who has by His sufferings and
death made a full and complete atonement for His people; as One
by whom we have now received the Atonement; as One who, by one
offering hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified; as One in
whom all the elect of God are washed and made clean every whit;
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus once for all (Heb.
x. 10); justified by His blood and saved from wrath through Him
(Rom. v. 9). All this in the alone Name of Jesus and by the Spirit
of our God.
3. The glory due unto His Name as" The Lord our Righteousness."
The dying thief by his faith and " cry" gave this peculiar glory due
unto His Name, for he was the One Man by whose obedience the
" many" are made righteous. He whom he now addresses as " Lord"
was indeed J ehovah the Son incarnate, the Surety of all His dear
people, rendering, closing, and finishing that obedience they all owed
to the holy law of God, by which alone, and without anything of theirs
added thereto, they are accepted of God, as righteous before Him
(Gen. vii. 1; 2 Pet. i. 1).
Grace, justice, and holiness, as these are magnified in the person
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and work of Jesus the dear Redeemer, was that glory due unto His
Name, Saviour, which was truly given unto Him by the dying thief,
His grace in receiving him, all polluted as he was; His blood in atoning
for and cleansing him from all his sins; and His obedience, that royal
robe, that wedding garment, that fine linen clean and white; and
all together there and then bestowed upon him, rendering him fit that
very day to enter into and be with Christ in Paradise, as he was
assured should be the case with him. He returned again to God
" in the way of love and gratitude," as Mr. Romaine puts it in one
of his beautiful letters, viz., "The revelation of the Covenant was
made, and the incarnation of J ehovah was made known, as the ground
of faith and hope, and of return again to God in the way of love and
gratitude."
Oh! how vast the difference is between the way, the only way by
which sinners thus return to God and give Him the glory due unto
His Name as set forth in His Word, and the way that many in England
to-day walk in, and seek unto. Animated and deeply imbued by
the spirit of the mystic Babylon-Popery-they cast the greatest
dishonour upon His Name by turning from Him and it and all the
glorious coming fulness declared therein into creature meriting, to
multiplying mediators; to the lie of "purgatory;" to offering to God
the fruit or self-inflicted sufferings of their own bodies, for the sin of
their souls. Following such blind guides as Popish priests, or
Romanizing traitors in the Church of England, they cannot see the
sufficiency of God's grace and power to pardon, and in Christ's very last
moments on earth to fit the dying thief for the immediate and everlasting presence of God in righteousness and true holiness as complete
in Him, their glorious head. The spirit of Popery inclines them
to receive and pursue every "sign and lying wonder" (2 Thess.
ii. 9) peculiar to the Mystery of Iniquity. But God's wonders of
Luke xxiii. 43 and of 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52, they turn from. And alas,
alas, this" turning away of the simple shall slay them."
Birkenltead.
G. A.
HATRED OF REFORMATION.
WHEN God calls to a people by His Words, Spirit, judgments, but they
regard Him not, He will pack up and be gone. "I spake unto you
rising up early, but you heard not; therefore will I do to this house
which is called by My name, as I did to Shiloh" (Jer. vii). Why,
what did God to Shiloh ~ There the priests were slain, the Ark was
carried away captive, all the signs of God's presence were removed, the
vision ceased, and we never read that the Ark returned to Shiloh any
more. Hath not God called to us to be a holy reformed people: but
are there not those found among us who hate holiness, and cry down
Reformation ~ Oh, take heed that God doth not do to us as He did to
Shiloh-unpeople us, unchurch us, and send a flying roll of curses
against us.
THOMAS WATSON (1662).
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THE PORTRAIT.-LORD KINNAIRD.

"RENDER therefore to all their dues :-honour to whom honour"is an inspired injunction which to a Christian mind involves "double
honour" when the debt is owing to such as not only represent the
"higher powers" of earth, but confess their supreme allegiance to the
King of kings. The grace of God, it is true, does not receive any
additional lustre when found associated with earthly dignities. On
the contrary, the latter become ennobled and sanctified by grace. The
responsibilities of superior social position, when discharged in the fear
of God and for His glory, command grateful recognition from all who
believe that" righteousness exalteth a nation," and who are convinced
of the Bible truth that the Divine gift of wise counsellors is the vital
strength of any earthly kingdom. It is on these considerations that
the honoured name of LORD KINNAIRD is this month presented to our
readers, and his Portrait enrolled on our list of Christian" Worthies."
For, consistently and influentially has he maintained the interests of
Gospel truth, and boldly asserted the principles of the Protestant
Reformation-alike in the House of. Lords and in the country, ever
since he succeeded, in 1887, to the Peerage (created in 1682).
The selection of LORD KINNAIRD by the SOVEREIGN for the exalted
office of Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland is conclusive evidence of the influence commanded
by the distinguished personal qualities of this godly Peer. His ceaseless activity in connection with the Evangelical Alliance, the Young
Mcn's Christian Association, the Ragged School Union, Dr. Barnardo's
Institutions, Evangelical Missions at home and abroad, the Protestant
objects of the Church Association, and kindred organizations, is too
well known to require a record in these pages. Ono of the latest
characteristic services rendered by LORD KINNAIRD in the interests of
our national Protestantism and the stability of the Throne under the
settlement of the Crown in 1688, was his faithful warning in the House
of Lords that the present attempt of the PapisLs to get abolished the
statutory Declaration of English Sovereigns against Popery, on their
accession to the Throne, would certainly evoke a determined protest
throughout the country, and that an agitation of serious importance
might be counted upon.
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THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST.
By THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.

" The Father loveth the 80n, and hath given all things into Ilis hand."
JOHN iii. 35.
THESE are the words of John the Baptist. Some anxious inquirers
came to John, who wanted to have certain doubts settled in their
minds as to this great One, who was engaged among the people in a
prominent way; John tells them he himself was not the Christ, but
that he was sent before Him. He then takes occasion to open out
something of the glory of the person, and the importance of the mission
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and coming to the conclusion of his argument
he says, in the words of our text, ., The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into His hand;" and then he makes this solemn
application of this truth, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, and he that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abideth on him." What solemn words, dear friends!
In the verse which I have selected for our consideration at this time,
the Baptist points out the pre-eminency and the excellency of the
Lord Jesus Christ in two respects.
First, the love which the Father hath to Him, "The Father loveth
the Son."
Secondly, the power and authority which was committed to the
Lord Jesus Christ, "He hath given all things into His hand."
I propose on this occasion to confine the observations which the
Lord may enable me to make on this important subject to the first
of these particulars, purposing to leave for another occasion (if the
Lord permit me to take it up) the power and authority that has
devolved on the Lord Jesus Christ-" The Father hath given all
things into His hand."
Now, dear brethren, give a little thought to these words, "The
Father loveth the Son." It seems to be a simple declaration; but
yet if we were to ask you individually, what you understand by it,
perhaps we should hear some very strange interpretations. If we
were to go beyond the precincts of our own church, or of our own
congregation, and if we were to ask the world at large for the meaning
of this passage, perhaps, we should receive S0111e answers to our inquiry,
which would land us at once in the wildest error, in, it may be, the
rankest Socinianism.
"The Father loveth the Son." At once, on reading such a passage,
we see a distinction of the Persons of the Godhead. Now, the Holy
Ghost has not been pleased to reveal to us (because no finite mind can
take it in) the deep mysteries of a Trinity of Persons in the Godhead,
and, therefore, we are not curious to understand such a subject. We
do not speculate upon it, nor do wc desire to give any description or
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explanation of what the Holy Ghost has not explained or described;
but this we say, in that mystery, deep as it is, of the subsistence of
Jehovah in three Persons, there are involved questions, and there are
wrapped up truths, which are of the greatest importance and of the
most substantial comfort and peace to the family of God.
Now, what is the part of a wise man when he has the Book of God
before him? It is not to dive into mysteries which God has not
explained; but it is his privilege to go into what God has revealed,
and to enjoy, if he be a believer of the record, what God has been
pleased to tell him is laid up for the Church of Christ, in the fact of
the existence of J ehovah in this Trinity of Persons.
"The Father loveth the Son." We hope we shall show you that
we are not going beyond our depth in taking up such a subject for our
consideration, and we hope we shall also show you that it is the part
of an intelligent believer of the Scriptures, to take what God has
revealed upon this subject. Now, the way in which I am going to
look at it, as the Holy Ghost shall enable me, is this :First, I shall call your attention to that which is so frequently
asserted in the Scriptures, that" The Father loveth the Son."
Secondly, I shall endeavour to consider in what sense these words
may be understood, "The Father loveth the Son."
Thirdly, I shall endeavour to set before you (and I shall stand by
Scripture all the way) what the Word of God tells us of the cause of
this love, so subsisting between the Father and the Son.
Fourthly, I shall show you how this bears upon the interests of the
Church of God. I mean, inasmuch as it sets before us the everlasting
regard that there was to this Church; I shall show you also the
provision that was made for this Church, in consequence of this love,
and also how the security of the Church stands connected with this
matter.
This is a great subject, brethren. May God enable me to speak
upon it as I ought to speak, to the glory of His own Name, for Christ's
sake. Amen!
We have said that the declaration is frequently met with in the
Scriptures, that" the Father loveth the Son." I cannot take up your
time by bringing before you very many passages in proof of this, but I
would wish to give you two or three as specimens of those which you
ought to look for, in searching the Scriptures upon this subject.
First, remember that word prophetically spoken of the Lord Jesus,
in the 42nd of Isaiah-" Behold My servant whom I uphold, Mine
elect in whom My soul delighteth." Take that passage, and follow out
the references in your Bibles, or what is much better, the verses which
your memories, if taught and sanctified by the Holy Gho13t, will suggest.
You may take the prophetical Psalms. Wc just give this as a little
hint.
Now turn to the New Testament, and mark the words that we have
in the 23rd, 24th, and 26th verses of the 17th of John-" That the
world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them as Thou
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hast loved Me." "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given
Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory; for Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." "And I have declared
lmto them Thy name, and will declare it, that the love wherewith Thou
hast loved Me, may be in them, and I in them." Look at the 10th
verse of the 15th of John-" If ye keep My commandments, ye shall
abide in My love, even as I have kept My Father's commandments,
and abide in His love."
Again, when St. Paul is writing to the Ephesians, and describing
the condition in which the child of God stands before Him, as a believer
in Jesus, what does he say ~-" Accepted in the Beloved." One passage
more. The Apostle Paul, when writing to the Colossians, says that
the Father "hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son." Now, these passages
will show you that the assertion is frequently met with in the Scriptures,
that" the Father loveth the Son."
We shall now speak of the sense in which this is to be understood,
and this brings us at once to that which is the point of the whole
passage.
"The Father loveth the Son." The Holy Ghost never takes us
within the shrine of Deity, and tells us of the reciprocal love which
subsists between the Persons of the Godhead. This must be (as we
shall show you presently) a great reality; but when we examine the
Scriptures a little, we find this great and important truth set before us,
that the second Person in the Trinity-the Son of God-did, from a
period called" everlasting," identify Himself with the Church, as His
mystical Body, and that the love that is here and elsewhere in the
Scriptures spoken of, as to the Second Person in the Trinity, was
towards Him, not in His personal relation to Jehovah, but in His
federal, His Covenant relation to His Church.
Brethren, we believe that the modern divinity has most sadly dimmed
and obscured that which is the very hinge of Gospel preaching, and
the very substance of Gospel hope and comfort. When a man takes
me to the things that have been done in time, to establish my hope
there; when a man takes me along a former period, and lands me
merely at the cross of Christ, to learn there the Father's love to me, I
say he has dimmed and obscured the great truth of the Gospel, which
is, the identification of the Lord Jesus Christ with His Church, from
everlasting.
What is the meaning of that passage in the first of Genesis, " Let us
make man in Our image?" Go to the commentaries and they will
tell you that man-the creature man-was to be endowed with a mind
that was to be in some measure a reflection of God's. I believe that
that is not the meaning of the Holy Ghost. I believe that the human
nature of Clu'ist was the eternal counsel of J ehovah, and when J ehovah
said, "Let us make man in Our image," I believe He would make man
in the image of Christ, not merely that Christ was to be made after the
image of our humanity, but that man was to be made after the image
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which the Son of God had in purpose, though not in fact, taken from
all eternity.
Well, again, I turn to such a chapter as the 8th of Proverbs, and I
read the 23rd verse, in a passage where you know Wisdom speaks and
says, " I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was." We are not Socinians, who will make Him to be
nothing more than a man; we believe Him to be "God of God,"
"very God of very God." I am not afraid to be put on my
trial, and to be asked how He was set up from everlasting. My
answer to such a question is, that the passage has nothing whatever to
do with the eternity of the Son of God as subsisting in the Godhead,
but that it relates exclusively to His mediatorial office, that it refers
,exclusively to His being set up in the eternal counsels as the man Christ
Jesus. We are thus brought to a spiritual understanding of that
word which we have in the 1st of Ephesians, where we are told that
the Church is nothing more or less than" the fulness of Him that
filleth all in all." Therefore, when I read this passage, "The Father
loveth the Son," my answer to the question in what sense this is to be
understood is this, that He loved the Son as set up in the Divine
counsels, in the Divine purpose, in the Divine mind, as the Mediator of
the Covenant, as the Christ, as the embodying of the Church in Himself.
We have to consider, thirdly, what the Word of God tells us of the
,cause of this love so subsisting between the Father and the Son. Dear
friends, the Scripture never would have laid such stress upon the love
that the Father has to the Son, if it were merely telling us of that
reciprocal love that subsists between the Persons of the Godhead,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This would have been nothing more
than to have told us that J ehovah is infinitely satisfied with Himself.
This is a great truth, and the very essence of Deity is involved in it.
He would not be God if He did not love Himself. Therefore, the love
that the Father hath to the Son is not merely in that relation of the
Persons of the Godhead. We would need no revelation to teach us
this, but we do need a revelation to teach us that Deity subsists in a
Trinity of Persons; and the revelation having communicated this to
us, we do not need any further revelation to teach us that Deity must
love Himself; but we do need a revelation to tell us (and this is the
substance of Gospel joy and blessedness) that the cause why the eternal
and infinite love settled on the head of Him who was appointed the
Mediator and the Head of the Church was, because He had undertaken
to make Himself the Surety of that Church, so that (now do not be
startled) the Father loved that Church equally with His Son from all
eternity. The Church was never seen apart from Christ, the Church
has been, from everlasting, identified in the Divine mind with Christ.
Then this glorious truth bursts upon the soul, that the reason why the
Father loveth the Son is because the Son has identified Himself with
His Church, because He has covenanted for that Church.
Let us now go a little farther into this subject. I have stated as
plainly as I can, and I have given you my reasons for saying it, that
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the reason why the Father loveth the Son is because the Son has
covenanted to save His Church. Now Scripture. In the 10th chapter
of St. John's Gospel, 17th verse, our Lord says, "Therefore, doth My
Father love Me, because I lay down my life that I might take it again."
And when you follow out this truth in the 6th chapter of St. John's
Gospel, the 40th Psalm, and the 10th of Hebrews, you are informed
that the great work of the salvation of the Church of Christ was the
delight of Jehovah's mind from all eternity. You remember, perhaps,
the passage to which I am alluding, the 53rd of Isaiah; it is there
said-" The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand." I could
wish that word " pleasure" had been translated by that stronger one
which is used in the original, "delight." The delight of the Father
shall prosper in His hand. So that this Church, which, as I said, and
said advisedly, the Father loved equally with His Son, was from all
eternity His delight.
Now, the argument which we have in the 10th of John, and elsewhere,
for the comfort of the Church of God, is this, that the Church was given
to Christ before the world was. Look at the 2nd verse of the 1st
chapter of Titus-" In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began." "Promised" to whom 1 This
promise was made before the world began. Where, then, was the
promise to light 1 Why, the Father promised to His Son. Again, in
the 1st chapter of the 2nd Epistle to Timothy, we are told that the
salvation of the Lord's people is " not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began."
0, dear brethren, we are pained at the miserable systems of divinity
that are abroad in the world, that would make the salvation of the
Church of Christ a matter of uncertainty and contingency, instead of
looking at it as the purpose, the counsel of the eternal mind-the very
delight that thrilled through the inmost Being of J ehovah, that His
Church, which was identified with Christ from all eternity, should be
a saved and risen Church with Him. This gives us something
intelligible, something substantial, for the Church of God to live upon;
and the reason why the Lord Jesus Christ has been exalted to the
right hand of God, and the reason why He wears His crown is, because
He has done the work which, as a servant and as a son-" a Son over
His own house "-He engaged to do. He has saved that Church
which He came to save, and, "therefore, God hath highly exalted Him,
and given Him a name which is above every name." If there had
been one hoof left behind-if one, the weakest, the poorest, the most
insignificant of the family of God, had been left out in that train of His
redeemed ones, He never would have been exalted to the right hand of
God, and He never would have said, "I have finished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do."
Dear brethren, we feel that, much as we have already taken up your
time in the consideration of this subject, we have only skimmed over
these wondrous truths. May the Lord teach you what we have not
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been able to go into; may He teach you the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.
Now, we said that all this has a bearing upon the interests of the
Church. We shall just touch on a few particulars. First, as it concerns the everlasting regard that there has been to that Church, as
always by number, by name, written in the eternal Book of Life. Oh,
what a wondrous subject is this. Take that chapter from which we
have already made a quotation-the 8th of Proverbs, and in the 31st
verse of that chapter, when Wisdom speaks-that Wisdom upon whom
devolved the doing of all this, that was the will of the Father-He tells
us, speaking of Himself, that He was from all eternity with the Father,
" rejoicing always before Him, rejoicing in the habitable parts of His
earth; and My delights," He says, " were with the sons of men." So
that the Church has been the object of Divine regard from everlasting.
Again, in that precious prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the 17th of
John, He says, in the words which we have already quoted, though
they were not applicable to that part of our subject, "Thou HAST
LOVED them [speaking of His people] AS THOU HAST LOVED ME." It
does seem as if He takes us far beyond the then present state of things,
and that He tells us of the love which the Father had to that people
from all eternity.
Surely, dear brethren, if you have been enabled to follow me through
the Word in our examination of this subject, you will say with me,
that that must be a miserable system which sets before man that he
must mend himself, and turn himself to God, before God will turn to
him. The whole transaction has been done without man at all; the
whole matter was settled with Christ; the whole matter has
been done by Christ. When Christ died on the cross, it was
not to give man a chance of salvation, but He there died, as
embodying His Church in Himself. We put it plainly before your
minds, that there cannot be a chance in this matter. The Church of
God was eovenanted for by Christ, and therefore does the Scripture
speak of the Church in this way-" Chosen in Christ." It tells us
that it is the mystical body, of which He is the Head. So that each
individual member of that Church is a member of the Body of Christ;
the very weakest, little, shivering, trembling tendril of the living vine
is as secure as the Son of God Himself; always in Christ, everlastingly
in Christ, one with Christ.
Now, we say the tmderstanding of this is an element of great comfort
to the Church of God, that we-such vile, insignificant creatures as
we are~should have been the objects of eternal regard. Do not be
afraid of the sneering and the scoffing of men who do not understand
the Gospel; but stand by the everlasting truth of J ehovah, and bless
God, if He have taught you these great things that others cannot see.
Let me now say a little as to the provision which has been made for
all the interests of the Church. From the beginning the Church was
given to Christ; so He tells us in the 10th of John, "My Father gave
them to Mc ;" therefore, He comes before us as the depository of all
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goods for that Church. There were eternal settlements as regards that
Church, and Hc will carry out all those transactions which have so
devolved upon Him as the Mediator of the New Covenant.
Again, for that very Church was He constituted the Christ, the
anointed Onc. Anointed in what way ~ You have only to take up
any little elementary book on theology, and it will tell you that Jesus
was anointed aR the Prophet, the Priest, and the King of His people.
This is a great truth; but do not let the familiarity of the words or the
familiarity of the idea take from you the substantial comfort which is
contained in it.
Christ was anointed with the fulness of the Holy Ghost to be the
teacher of His Church; such teaching as you have in the 61st of Isaiah,
and the 4th of Luke, where wc are told that He came "to proclaim
liberty to the captives;" not to preach a chance of deliverance, but
to proclaim facts-not offers, nor conditions, nor overtures, but
to proclaim great realities, great things done.
Here is the preaching that we want, and the preaching that the
Lord Jesus Christ did utter.
Again, He was anointed to be the Priest of His people, to offer Himself as their sacrifice and atonement. Well, what was the consequence
of it ~ To make an atonement, and that Church not to be saved ~
Is it so ~ "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." So the 10th of Hebrews tells us, bringing before us the
great and glorious work of the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead,
that the love of the Father settled from all eternity on that Churchthat that Church has been saved by the Lord Jesus Christ-and that
that Church is as much loved by the Holy Ghost as it was by the
Father and by the Son-that it is sanctified, or consecrated, or set
apart by the Spirit of God, written upon by the finger of J ehovah,
and the members of it marked as the children of the living God. "By
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
Now, here arc some of the provisions made for God's people; and
as to the Kingship of the Lord Jesus, we shall touch but lightly upon
it, because it will come more properly under our consideration in
connection with the latter part of our text, which sets before us the
universal dominion of the Lord Jesus over " all things"-good men,
bad men, elect angels, fallen angels; all things existing, of whatever
character or condition, are in the hands of Christ.
These are the provisions made in the love of J ehovah for the Church;
that Church which was everlastingly covenanted for-that Church for
which Jesus was to be the Responsible One-that Church for which
Jesus died-that Church which rose again with Jesus-that Church
which now mystically sits with Him in heavenly places, as the Body
of which He is the Head.
One word more, and that is as to the security of the Church in consequence of this. The security is, that the Lord Jesus Christ has done
what His people never could have done.
When my poor soul, in the secret of my own chamber, is struggling,
7
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buffeting, conflicting, made sometimes, as it were, the very field over
which Satan loves to roam (we are not speaking personally, we are
speaking of all the members of the Church of God who know something
of these things), then we ask, what is it that sends a calm over that
storm·driven spirit? It is the truth that each member of that Church
was the travail of the soul of Christ, and a travail that did come to
the birth; He has saved His people, and they are a living people.
And then, again, not only is this their security that they are the
travail of the soul of Jesus, but they are also His reward. Do you
understand the meaning of that passage in the 1st of Ephesians, where
the Apostle prays for this people, that the eyes of their understanding
might be enlightened, that they might know what is "the riches of
the glory of His inheritance in the saints"? The mystery which the
Apostle, in that passage, prayed that the Holy Ghost would open out
to them, was not what a glorious inheritance the saints of God have
in Jesus, but what a glorious inheritance He has in His saints.
And then that Church is made the habitation of God, through the
Spirit. Here is the security of the Church, that it is "the temple of the
living God." There is not an intelligent prayer that is offered up by a
child of God, that is not the indited prayer of the Holy Ghost ; there
is not an upturning of the eye of faith to J esns, as He sits at the right
hand of God, that is not the work of the Spirit of God; there is not a
note of praise, no, not even that one which seems to hang so heavily
upon our lips, that is not indited by the Holy Ghost.
Here, then, is the security of the people of God, that they are the
travail of Christ's soul, that they are the reward of Christ's sufferings,
and that they are the habitation of God through the Spirit.
Now, brethren, if this be the mind of God that He loveth the Son, is
your mind, individually, we would ask you, in accordance with the mind
of God? Or is it at variance with it? If the Lord have taught you
by His Spirit to see something of Jesus in the relations, and in the
offices that we have seen are sustained by Him towards His people,
your hearts will be the echo of God's heart, and you will love the Son.
Do not be carried away by those systems that would tell you that
a man must love Christ, in order that he may have some evidence to
his own soul, that he is a saved man. Let him believe the record;
let him take it in all his poverty, and in all his sin; let him take it as a
poor, unworthy, vile, wretched sinner; let him believe that the blood.
of Jesus Christ cleanseth him from all sin, and then we say, where that
record has been received, and where the soul has set to its seal that
God is true, which we are told every believing man does, then there
will be a loving the Son. It is impossible that the man, who is
overwhelmed with a sense of his own vileness and unworthiness,
when he sees he stands in a righteousness not his own, even in the
righteounesss of Him who is the Lord our righteousness-it is
impossible, I say, that that man will not love Jesus. But always
begin at the right end. The first thing is to receive the testimony of
God-to believe what a rich, large, and abundant provision is laid up
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for sinners in the Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord enable you to
receive it who have not as yet received it.
The second part of our text is that which now comes under our
consideration. It tells us that the Father has given all things into
the hand of the Lord J <'.Ims.
Now, dear brethren, take such a passage as the 1st of Hebrews,
where the Apostle, opening out this great subject of the Gospel dispensation, says that" God who at sundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in time pust unto the fathers by the Prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by Ilia Son, whom He hath appointed Heir of all
things, by whom also lIe made the worlds." Why, it strikes me that
at the very root of the argument for any religion at all, this must be
admitted, that Ood, whatever god is worshipped, must have the power
of ('TCatillg. Therefore, just to follow in the track that we recently
did, we !lay wc do not need any revelation to teach us that God
i~ the Creator; but when we are told that God has appointed His Son
to be the Creator of all things, when I read that word in the 1st of
UoloBSians, which says, that all things were not only created for Him, but
" by Him,." when I read that passage in the 1st of Hebrews, which
tells us that God has appointed His Son to be Heir of all things, "by
whom also He made the worlds,." I say, here is a matter of special
revelation, here is one of those truths that the world never could have
found out, and yet it seems very remarkable how some little glimmering
of this truth penetrated the darkness of the heathen world, perhaps
from the light given to the Jewish people. Though the heathen
admitted that there was a great Being who presided over all things,
yet they thought that there was a subordinate Deity and instrumentality
at work making these things. And mark ye! the men who in our
day lower the Deity of the Son of God, and want to make Him nothing
but a secondary kind of Deity, to fabricate these things at the will of a
superior God, mark how these men come near to the very edge of
downright heathenism.
'.:Now, when the Lord tells us in His Word, that the Son of God had
made all these things, we say, here is a truth that must be sifted and
examined. I am not going to spend one five minutes in telling infidel
men that God made the world; I think it would be a useleBS expenditure
of onc's time, and of one's energies, to tell a man that God made him;
but it is worth one's while to open the pages of God's Book, and to
show creation as coming into existence by the Son of God; this is a
great subject, involving most precious truths for the comfort of the
Church of God, and therefore we would dwell upon it. We believe
that in the eternal mind, from everlasting, there was a draft and a
pattern of all these things which have been successively developed upon
the platform of time; but we believe the pattern of it was all with
Him, who was pleased to reveal these things to His servants by His
Son, who should be in verity" THE WORD OF GOD." We have often
told you that the only revelation-we arc not speaking of what may
be " known of God" by the" things that are made "-that could be
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intelligible to God's intelligent creatures, is the revelation that He has
made of Himself in His Son; that we believe it was only when the Son of
God stepped out from behind that light which is inaccessible, that
God's intelligent creatures could take in any idea of God at all; therefore, we cannot allow men to speak of God out of Christ. God revealed
in Christ is the God of the Scriptures, and if a man does not know Him
in the only revelation that he. has condescended to make of Himself,
He does not know Him at all.
We are anxious to maintain this great point, that it was the great
plan of J ehovah, from all eternity to show Himself to His intelligent
creatures. There are worlds, that for all we know, are cognizant of
these things; angels, we are told, are cognizant of them; but we
believe there never would have been any apprehension of God at all,
if God had not been pleased to reveal Himself. Such passages as the
1st of Hebrews, the 1st of Colossians, the 1st of Ephesians, show us
that the Lord Jesus has been set up from everlasting as the Mediator
of His Church, and upon Him has devolved every manifestation of
Deity.
And here let me set before you an idea which I do not put forward
as an article of faith, though I believe the inferences from Scripture
are strongly in favour of it. I believe it was the determination of
Jehovah to make man in the image of the SOIl of God, in the image of
the humanity that He had purposed from all eternity to take upon
Himself, that was at the root of the intense malice of Satan against the
first Adam, which malice has since showed itself in the workings of
that evil one amongst the children of men; but which came out with
something like an echo of his attack upon the first Adam, when the
second Adam appeared, and when the reality burst upon that evil
spirit, which reality I believe he never yet has been able to fathom.
In the 3rd of Ephesians the Apostle speaks of this wonderful plan,
which he calls a mystery, and he says, " That now unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the Church the
manifold wisdom of God."
Oh, brethren, I cannot separate the Church from Christ, nor Christ
from the Church; I cannot enter into such views as we read of and
hear of in the present day, that the first thought that God had of
a Church was when Christ died on the cross; no, I must go to the
very fountain-head of all those streams that gladden the city of God.
We say, this is a great truth, that all things have been from eternity
put into the hands of the Son of God; this truth afterwards developed
itself more and more fully until the dispensation of grace began to
dawn, and then, when the Son of God came, lIe planted His foot upon
this earth, He asserted His own authority over it, He made the elements
to bend and bow before Him at His beck, He made death to yield up
its victim, Ho walked through the world as if it were His own; and
not only did ho show that He had this power, not only did He claim
and assert it, but He gave it to others. You remember when th06e
seventy were sent out, commissioned by the Lord, how they came
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back elated with the great fact, that they had power to make even the
devils subject unto them, "through Thy name."
It would be an interesting subject to show you the various departments in which He asserted His authority, to show how He did walk
through the length and breadth of this earth, when He made the waters
to be as a solid floor for Him to put His foot on; but we just say,
that in our day these things seem to be as idle tales; the men who
lived at that very time thought them to be fables. We ask, in this
congregation, who are the men who will set to their seal to this great
truth, that Jesus Christ is Lord? Are you all, whom we address,
ready to come forward and admit that Jesus Christ is Lord of all ?
We tell you, men do not believe it, men do not care about it; but
when I open such a passage as the 19th of Revelation, I find what an
assertion there will yet be of this authority; men will be constrained
to bow down before it. If you read that passage, you will find the
Apostle saying, that" He heard a voice of much people in heaven."
We are not going to argue as to the millennial glory, which we for
ourselves fully believe; but take it in any way that men admit, be
it to judgment, be it for whatever purpose the. Lord is to come, you
all believe He is to come, and you find the first little rustling that there
seems to be through His creation is, "The voice of much people in
heaven, saying, Alleluia." "And again they said, Alleluia." "And
the four-and-twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God, that sat on the throne, saying, Amen, Alleluia." Then
there came a voice out of the throne, and then there was " As it were
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and
ai the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia, for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth." Dear brethren, when that takes place men
must MW.
Now, mark, we have referred you to such passages Rll the 1st of
Hebrews, the 1st of Colossians, the 1st of Ephesians, and we might
take you to the 22nd of Luke, where the Lord Jesus Christ says, "I
appoint unto you a kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me."
In all which portions of the Word it is clearly stated, that all authority
and power has been given to the Lord Jesus Christ. We have said,
that however this great truth might be, by degrees, more and more
distinctly opened out to the Church, at the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ, He did assert it; and then do take that passage which tells us,
that a day is coming when every knee shall bow at the name of
Jesus.
Let us now speak of the double aspect which this truth wears in
reference to the Church of God, and in reference to the world at large.
Dear brethren, we have said that the Church never was separated
from Christ. So long as I have that precious passage of Scripture,
which tells me that the Church is His body, I say there is no Christ
without His Church, and there is no Church without Christ; I tell
you that all else is what men call by that wrong name of 1UJtural religion ;
you understand what it means. When I said there was no Christ
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without the Church, I used a Scriptural idea, though I did not use a
Scriptural expression; but in the 1st of Ephesians, I read that "The
Father hath put all things under His feet, and given Him to be Head
over all things to the Church, which is His Body;" that would seem
to be enough, but it is added, "The fulness" (the complement-the
making up) "of Him that filleth all in all." Showing that if the
Church be the complement of Christ, He would not be complete if He
had not His Church. This whole world was made for Him and foJ'
His Church; this whole world has within it the elements of disruption;
if He were to let it go, it would fall into pieces; but He is identified
with His Church. The world has been given to Him, He made it, and
He maintains it for the sake of His Church-" All things are for yom
sakes "-" All things are yours."
Now, this being the fact, that Jesus is Head over all things to the
Church, we want to lead you to some of those precious ideas that
naturally flow out of the consideration of this subject. I, as a believer
of the Gospel-a poor, weak, dependent, mortal creature-I want to
get something practical and useful out of this great truth. Depend
upon it, the reason why there is so little heart-felt communion with
God is, because we do not get into these truths. Brethren, there is fL
going over the surface of them, without really looking at the unsearchable riches that there are in Christ. Now, this truth beilll!
fastened on the mind, that all things have been given into the hand of
Jesus, what ought a believer of the Gospel to do? He ought to say,
Then, as an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Christ, let me walk about
my Zion, let me tell the towers thereof, let me see what great privileges
are bestowed upon me in Christ; "He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him, also, freely
give us all things? "
When we are told that all things are given into the hands of Christ,
we say, first, see what a power is at work for the Church; nothing less
than the power of Him who made the world. We do not live in 11
dispensation when we expect to sce an ocean dried up to make a pathway for God's people to walk through dry-shod. We do not live in a
dispensation in which wc expect fire to come down from heaven to
defend God's people. We do not live in a dispensation in which we expect
to see chariots of fue and horses of fire round about God's people;
but we live ill a dispensation in which the Lord is the same, His power
is the same, His love is the same, and, therefore, if the dispensation
needed it, and if one of God's poor servants were put into a jail and
locked up there, if God saw fit, that same God, who sent His angel for
the deliverance of His servant Peter, and who caused the prison doors.
one after another, to burst open before him, that same God could COIlll'
to the deliverance of His people now, for ,Jesus Christ is "the so.nw
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
I love that expression, All things put into the hand of Jesus. Thert'
seems to be much force in this figure in the Hebrew language; you all
know how much the hand is spoken of in Scripture; the hand of power,
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not only JOT the Lord's people, but against the enemies of the Lord's
people. Our hand is the great instrument by which we work. So
when we are told that the Father hath given all things into the hand
of the Son, it means that He can use all things for the sake of His
Church.
Well, there is another idea contained in this figure. The hand is the
instrument by which we arrange and adjust; we know how awkward
a man would bc, if he were deprived of the use of his hand. This
brings before our minds the adjusting of all things by the hand of
Jesus. You remember that passage in the 139th Psalm, where the
Psalmil:lt saYl:l, "Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ~ or whither shall
I flee from Thy presence ~ If I ascend up into heaven Thou art there;
if I make my bed in hell behold Thou art there; if I take the wings of
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 8e:1, even there
shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me." So that
there is an adjusting, an arranging, an adapting of all things by the
hand of J ehovah Jesus for the sake of His Church; all the minute
circumstances connected with His Church are in His hand. Take
some instances of the conversion of His people, as recorded in the New
Testament. He sends one to a river side where prayer is wont to be
made, and He sends an Apostle to speak the Word to her, and then
He opens her heart, that she attends to the things that are spoken.
He sends two of His servants into prison, and there makes His truth,
delivered by their lips, effectual to the conversion of the jailer.
And then this figure also brings before us the Lord's care and guardianship of His people; they are called" the sheep of His hand." In the
10th of John He says that none is able to pluck His people out of His
hand.
Just take one idea more connected with this truth, that all things
have been given into the hand of the Lord Jesus, which is the extent
of it. None but Deity could have asserted this, none but Deity could
grasp, and having grasped could hold, all these things; so that He
really meant what He said when He told His people, "Ask, and it
shall be given unto you; seck, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you." He meant that He had it to give. Dear
brethren, we love that faith that enables a child of God to lay hold on
all the offices that Jesus sustains to His people.
It is only a day or two since I heard of an aged servant of God in
humble life, who during the course of the past week was removed from
this world. That aged man, who had not learned the truth of God
till within the few last years of his life, when he was asked upon his
dying bed, what his prospects were ~ He said they were good,. when
he was pressed farther, and was asked on what his hope was grounded,
mark the answer that he gave, "On God's own Word. He is faithful
and true. He cannot lie. He means what He says." That poor man
had not a single resting-plaA:e for his soul but the truth of God. There
was a volume in these four sentences. I would that we were all
possessed of such intelligence in Divine things. It is the only thing
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upon which the soul can rest. God's own Word. He is la~/,hful and
true. He cannot lie. He nulans what He says.
Now, dear brethren, we said that we must look at the aspect which
this truth wears with regard to the world at large, and what a view
this is! When I take up the 2nd Psalm, and when I read what is
there said as to the establishing of the throne of this King Jesus, when
I read that "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord
shall have them in derision," that" He shall break them with a rod of
iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel; " I say when I read
such passages with regard to the world lying in wickedness, they make
me take up the language of the Psalmist, and say, "Horror hath taken
hold upon me, because of the wicked that forsake thy law." But we
bless God that it is the setting forth of these declarations of'what Jesus
is in His royalty, dignity, and love; it is these very truths of the
preciousness of His blood, the righteousness that He bestows, the
intercession that always avails, the indwelling of the Holy Ghost as the
testimony of our interest in Him, that is God's great instrumentality
for the bringing souls to Himself.
Now, what is the reason that so many amongst us do not enter as
we would desire into these precious declarations as to the Church and
Christ? Why, dear brethren, I do believe that one great cause is,
that such persons do not realize the preciousness of that blood which
cleimseth us from all sin. There is a looking to some fitness, or some
worthiness, or some feeling that they have, or desire to have; that is,
they are trying to make Saviours of themselves, and they fail in doing
so, and then they are unhappy. And, again, to go a step farther, it is
for want of seeing the preciousness of the Church to Christ. Remember
no destroying angel could come near the blood-sprinkled lintel.
Be not discouraged at the feeling of your own dependence and
weakness; the Holy Ghost will teach you more and more of this every
day, in order that you may live more and more on Christ. It is His
work to testify of Christ, not to make you think highly of yourselves.
What we want is to be enabled to rest more and more simply in all
dependence upon Him. All our conflicts are to be maintained in His
strength, all our supplies are to be drawn out of His fulncss.

"NOT ONE FAILETH."
the door is shut on the last of all, who having been given by the
Father to Christ, have come to Him, the Father's house will be filled
with a completed number. And each one will say (and say without
the least misgiving) that of the good things which had been promised
them, not one has failed, all have come to pass. There will be Moses,
who ~ the typical people out of Egypt, not one feeble among them,
not tine left behind. There will be Joshua and Caleb, who were of the
number safely landed on the salvation side of the Red Sea, every
Egyptian being drowned in the attempt to follow. There will be Abrllham
WHEN
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and David abundantly uttering the memory of His"goodness as to how
He gave them back all that their enemies took from them-" they
recovered alL" There will be all the prophets who spake of Christ,
and there will be all who lived and died, not having seen the ,Promise,
but having obtained and held fast the good report of salvation in
Him, yet to come. And on the set day He did come, and lived here
His appointed time, going about doing good, healing all that had need
of healing and all manner of diseases. And then, for the sake of His
loved ones, He gave all that He had-His life; and they all forsook
Him and fled. He looked for comforters but found none. But, His
last enemy destroyed, He rose from the dead, and left His children,
promising a blessing for every day to the end of time. So all things
are for the elects' sake. All things work together for their good, their
steps arc all ordered by God, and He delights in their way; they have
the promise for this life that no good will be withheld, and the promise
of the life to come that they shall be always with Him.
Onc might then expect to find them not ceasing to give God thanks,
to have His praise continually in their mouths, to be blessing Him all the
day long. Butit is not so, for outwardly things are not all as they think
they would like them to be, and inwardly they have a condemning heart.
But all things that eome to them are after the counsel of God's will, the
Lord Himself in all their afflictions is afflicted, and does not leave them
to be overwhelmed by anyone. And let them remember that it was
the Comforter that J esllS promised to lead them into all truth,
even the truth that their old heart is not a good one. And the word
of the Comforter by His servant is " Brethren, if our heart condemn us,
God is greater than our heart and knoweth all things," knows better
than they do that every imagination is evil (for He knows what their
forgivencss cost), knows also better than they do the foundation and
depths of their spiritual desires. " He sees the struggles that prevail
between the powers of grace and sin," recognizes the work of His own
hands, and while their groanings are not hid from Him-their desires
which have a spring in eternal love are all before Him. The things
which they look on, their unbelief and unlikeness to Him, are temporal;
the things which God looks on, their Spirit-inspired longings, are
eternal. And He shines on them at times, shows them that they are
not alone in the narrow way, and brings to their remembrance 11.11
things that He has said to them in the experience of those gone before.
So let them commit all their way to Him, cast (without particularizing)
all their care upon Him. He will bring them all safe to His heavenly
land; they shall see all things put under His feet, their every thought
will be brought into everlasting subjection to Him; they shall see Him
who now is their first Desire, and they shall be glad that in all things
Il\'~
He should have the pre-eminence.
7 :
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FOLLOWER-ON.

THE least appearing of God's working in us, or about us, is enough to
help faith.-Dama Dickson. 4
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PRESENCE AND PURPOSE.
" I am unlit thee to deliver thee."-JER. i. 8.

may well be taken as a. motto for the new year which has
just dawned upon us, with all its possibilities of joy and sorrow.
"I am with thee." " I "-oh! what a world of power and
tendemess in that" l." The Covenant-keeping God, Who made
heaven and earth, yet thinketh of thee. What He said to His
servant Jeremiah is applicable to thee also, since in many
instances to His people in all ages He assures and re-assures
the fact of His continual presence. "I am "-fits in with all thy
needs and thy longings, and He is " I am" for cvery one. Bereaved,
forsaken, persecuted, alone in pain, in distress of any kind, I am thy
Father, Friend, Shield, Healer, thy All. There is great consolation in
the knowledge that we are never alone; just as in human friendship
dear ones cheer us with sympathy and interest. Still, often they can
only express their loving solicitude, they are powerless to relieve. But
His Presence is power. Listen to it, ye that are wakeful in the night,
when nature is at its lowest ebb, and when the enemy, coming in like
a flood, has greatest opportunity to insinuate and depress. Fear not,
dear child of God, for" I am with thee." Let this thought be "a
song in the night" to thee. His presence, His communion, and His
love. "When I awake, I am still with thee" (Ps. cxx~:ix. 18). "The
darkness hideth not from Thee, but the night shineth as the day."
Yes, and spiritual darkness does not separate thee. He can scatter
all the sore temptations, the fierce besetment, and make thy
night shine with His Presence. "He that keepeth thee will not
slumber." Notice the personal tone, " I am with thee "-thee-not you
in a general seuse, but with thee, indivitlually. "I am ,vith thee," just
as if thou and I alone existed.
Then note the purpose-" to deliver thee." ,. I am with thee to
deliver thee." Let us fear no difficulty, no distress, since He will
deliver. Deliverance may not, will not, be always in the way we
think; but in His own way. The three faithful men who were cast
into the burning fiery furnace when they expressed their God-glorifYlllg
faith-" Our God Whom we serve is able to deliver us "-probably
thought of quite a different deliverance to the one they had; they
possibly thought He might change the king's intention, or put out the
fire, something perfectly unlike the way by which He did deliver.
They went into the furnace by faith, and not even smell of fire p6ssed
on them; and Jesus came to be visibly with them. He delivered
in a far more wonderful way than they imagined. "When thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned"; "I will be with
thee." Many of us can recall from personal knowledge deliverances
that were effected through the very circumstances of trial. Verily,
faith should" sing in days of sorrow, All, all is welL"
Our dear Editor said lately, when preaching, " The promises of God
are the purposes of God." What a grand, restful fact this is-promise,
THIS
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because purpose; and on account of purpose, promise-and the absolute
certainty of the fulfilment of all His promises. His promises are all
Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. In Christ Jesus, there is our safe
standing, there is the
"Solid rock on which we stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
We look round on an unstable, restless, dissatisfied, and dissatisfying world; and with the magnitude of evil in every form we
despair-the tide is too strong to stem. Ah! dear reader, dwell not
upon the impossibilities of man, but on the possibilities of Gi>d. "I
know not. Thou knowest." "With God all things are possible." "I
know that Thou canst do everything," said tried Job. Surely he, more
than most men, lmew the power of God, and he found in his own
chequered life this verity-the power of God to do everything. He
was then just brought to the very point in which the Lord's gracious
power was about to be again most sovereignly and sweetly exercised,
and the sorely-tried servant of God enabled to rejoice. Let us look up
and look forward with holy confidence. Whether we gaze towards
the political horizon, with all its dark clouds and uncertainty; or the
social horizon, with its frenzy and unrest; or the Church horizon,
looming with dim, portentous shadows; or the family horizon, with
"sorrows surging round"; or the personal horizon of unsatisfied
longings; or the spiritual horizon, with its keen warfare and strong
temptations ;-yet in all sounds the sweet, strong voice we know and
love, "I am with thee to deliver." The unfailing Presence is our
strength and stay and song. "My Presence shall go with thee, and I
will give thee rest." "In my Presence is fulness of joy."
So, leaning upon Him, fear no foe-fear no evil-for everlasting.
Strength walks with you, the everlasting Arms are beneath; the everlasting Love is all round.
" 'I am with thee to deliver thee; ,
No longer doubt, nor fear, nor grieve,
Nor on uncertain evils dwell;
Past, present, future calmly leave
To Him Who will do all things well! "
NETTTF:.

THE VANITIES OF HUMAN LIFE.
WHAT a shadow is the life of man, what a nothing it is. The time past,
that is nothing; it is just like a bird fled from the hand of the owner
out of sight. Time present is a vanishing, a running hour, nay, rather
it is a flying minute-as good as nothing. The time to come is uncertain; the evening's sun may see us dead. Lord, therefore in this
hour make me sure of Thee, for in the next I am not sure of myself.An Old Amlwr.

108

The Gospel Magazine.
THE TRUE EVANGELISM.*
By the- Rev. PROFESSOR DICK, M.A., BELFA.ST.

THERE is ample evidence on all hands of the world's need of Evangelism.
Sin abounds. The intelligent believer in a revelation of graee knows
what abounding sin means, and even the unbeliever has to admit that
disorder, fraud, wrong, oppression, and cruelty abound, and that, as
a result of their prevalence, misery, lamentation, mourning, and woe
also abound. The efforts of reformers to elevate character or to
alleviate suffering, whatever the value of these efforts may be, and
whatever success or failure may attend them, are, at least, admissions
that remedial effort is necessary, and that human life and human
society are not what they ought to be. Moreover the best efforts of
human wisdom have been but blind experiments in the treatment of
a disease that has hitherto baffled all the skill of man. The humanitarian
Gospel, with its specifics of education and civilization, has never yet
lifted a single morally dead soul to the true conception of efficient
and blessed life. The failure of all human remedies in the past suggests
that they are wholly insufficient, and the Scriptures very clearly teach
that human remedies must be always insufficient. The world's need,
according to Divine teaching, cannot be met but by a Divine remedy.
The Evangel or good news of restoration for the fallen to the favour
of God can come only from God Himself. The Gospel proclaimed in
His Word and by His servants is called "the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God," or literally, "the G08pel of the glory of the blessed
God." That is, the honour of God is in this Gospel; the glory of His
character, of His gracious purpose, and of His resources, is focussed
with dazzling brilliancy in the blessed Evangel which He has directed
to be proclaimed among all nations. This indicates at once the nature
of the remedy which sin and misery require, and the perfect sufficiency of
the remedy provided.
Assuming the great need of the world for Evangelism, and assuming
the existence and perfection of a Divine system of Evangelism, we
might perhaps at first suppose that no question could arise as to what
the true Evangelism is, or that the promulgation of the Divine system
would solve every question at once and for ever. Yet, in point of fact,
the Divine Evangelism has been resisted, misunderstood, misinterpreted,
perverted, and abused in dozens or scores of ways. The G08pel of
salvation has had to fight its way in all generations. It has been
engaged in a constant struggle for existence and acceptance. This
would be singular indeed if the Gospel were simply an ordinary remedy
for some outward woe. Yet even in that case resistance would not be
without precedent, for a sufferer may often resist the remedies which
the skilful surgeon or physician recommends. But it is not at all
singular, all the circumstances being tnk<'n into account, that sinrH'fs

- --

*This valuable Lecturo was delivered by Professor Dick in 1898. at the
Theological Hall of the Reformed Presbyterirl.n Church, Belfast, and published
in pamphlet form by R. Aiken IS: Co. (Lim.). 36, Fountain Street, Belfast.
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should reject or abuse the Gospel remedy. It is a provision not for
the relief of misery and wretehedness merely, but for the destruction
of sin. The sinner loves his sin and he hates God. We cannot wonder,
therefore, that sin which separates a man in mind, soul, and affections
from God should oppose the remedy which God has provided. And
wc can understand how sinners in the infatuation of their sin should
despise and forsake their own mercy. Great need, ordinarily, seeks
relief and we1eomcs it whcn it comes. The great need of sinners
resents relief, opposes u holy God, dc.~pises His grace, rejects Christ
who is the unspeakable gift of grace, or 80 perverts the Divine provision
as to try to nmkc Christ the minister of sin. This shows that the
sinner's case is a desperate one, his heart being deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked, and his mind and conscience being
defiled. God alone can save him. The true Evangelism is obviously
concerned about the Divine salvation for sinners, that is, about a
provision Divinely conceived and planned, Divinely made, Divinely
applied.
A clear conception of Evangelism from the Divine side of it will
contribute to a clear conception of it from the human side. Men are
apt to think of Evangelism as though it were wholly a function of
man, and therefore they hastily and erroneously conclude that they
may perform the work of Evangelism in any way or by any means
they like. Hence the Evangelism that finds favour with men from
age to age is an Evangelism that savours much of man. In many an
ostensibly Evangelistic movement man's perversions of doctrine and
man's inventions in worship are depended on as the main moving
force. Such inventions are so manifold and so persistent in much of
the nominally Christian work of professing Christians that it is difficult
to see the Divine plan at all. People are captivated now with one
human device, now with another, here with the noisy and audacious
sensationalism of the Salvation Army, and there with the imposing
parade of full-blown ritualism. And between these extremes there
lies a vast extent of territory within which human genius is working
to the satisfaction of multitudes, for the display of its own glory and
to the obscuring of the glory of God.
Let it be remembered that Evangelism has its Divine side-more
than this, that Evangelism is in the truest and broadest sense the
work of God Himself. The Father sent His Son into the world and
preached the Gospel concerning Him when He said, "This is My beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." His Son preached
and preaches still the everlasting Gospel to them that dwell on the
earth. The Spirit preached and preaches the Gospel by taking the
things of Christ and showing them to sinners. And Father, Son, and
Spirit, in the Holy Scriptures present this Gospel as not of man or
by man. The very thought of the Gospel is Divine. The facts and
doctrines of the Gospel are Divine. The form of it is Divine. The
Evangelism that is to publish and propagate the Gospel is a system
Divinely devised. And every step of genuine progress in the work of
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Evangelism is the result of Divin~ power working along the lines of
the Divinely true and Divinely wise method.
It might be objected here that if this be a correct representation of
God's relation to Evangelism, then man's relation to it must be a purely
passive one; that is, if it be God's place to evangelize, then it must
be man's place to be evangelized, and so man has no active share in
the work of evangelizing. But this does not follow; nor would such
a conclusion be more reasonable than the conclusion that man must be
idle because God's grace works sovereignly and efficaciously. It pleases
God to use instruments for the carrying on of His gracious work of
evangelizing. He has given the work in trust to His Church to be
done. And within the Church He has made specific provision for
having the work committed to faithful men who shall be able to teach,
and for having such a class of men duly commissioned and authorized
as His official ambassadors to preach the Gospel of grace. Such
ambassadors have the ministry of reconciliation committed to them.
But they have the treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of
the power may be of God and not of them. We arc thus taught that
the Gospel is a treasure, that the treasure is of God, that ministers of
the Gospel are but earthen vessels, that their part is to hold the treasure
for God's purpose and to be His instruments in dispensing His treasure.
All the glory of the treasure itself is God's; all the glory of enriching
souls by it is His also.
Evangelism is therefore, on its hmnan side, obviously a service,
rendered to God as our Lord and Master.
The service does not
originate with man. It cannot legitimately be shaped or modified
by man. The instrument appointed by God to do His work must
work according to God's wiII. God has not designed the work for
the glory of human genius or human skill, any more than for the glory
of human power. The whole service must be rendered in exact and
humble compliance with God's will made known in ScripturE'. Any
Evangelism which is contrary to God's will or beside it, any Evangelism
which adopts methods not appointed in God's Word, is in so far a
profane intrusion of self-will into that sphere in which above all others
God is jealous of the rights of I-lis own will. In that sphere especially
the sinner ought to remember, with a peculiarly keen and humbling
remembrance, that he is a sinner, and ought with fear and trembling
to shrink from any assertion of self-will and humbly to labour and pray
that God's will may be done and that God's method may be adopted
and honoured from first to last.
It is a truth therefore to be most strenuously maintained that
Evangelism in its proper sense as the great work of the Church of
God is a work of obedience. Obedience must mark every part of the
work. It is all-important that the work should be done in the right
way. And the only right way is the way of God's devising and appointment. The whole work in all its details must be done as a service to
a Master whose eye is always upon the workers to see whether they
take their own way or His. The more enlightened and spiritual the
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conceptions of the worker are, the more readily and joyfully will he
admit that the Master's way of Evangelism is best. The ScriptureI'
claim for God alone all the glory of Evangelism in its origin, substance.
method, and end. And history shows with unmistakable clearness
that God's blessing is upon His own system of Evangelism, and that
His frown is upon every other system. Success, therefore, though
perhaps not in the meantime demonstrable to the world, most assuredly
always attends the Divine method; failure, though in the meantime
blindly mistaken for success, most assuredly attends every human
method that is thrust into the place of the Divine.
By the true Evangelism, then, we mean the Evangelism that is
true to the Divine plan, true in its substance, true in its form, true in
its purpose, and true in the results sought to be achieved.
I.-The Evangel or Gospel of God is, of course, the substance of all
true Evangelism. There is no Gospel worth the proclaiming but the
Gospel of God. It alone is genuine good news. And it is the whole
Gospel as it comes from God that is the good news. Therefore the
Church in performing the work of Evangelism must proclaim the
whole Gospel as God's message. We have seen that the message has
been framed in infinite wisdom and that it is sent in infinite grace.
More than this, it comes as an absolutely authoritative message, to
be delivered without mutilation or modification of any kind. True
Evangelism in dealing with such a message as this will not seek or
presume to alter it. It is a manifestly false Evangelism that makes
its selections among the doctrines of God's Gospel, accepting onc
doctrine and rejecting another. It is equally a manifestly false
Evangelism that professes to receive and hold all doctrines, yet
publishes one doctrine or one class of doctrines and suppresses another
lest sinners should be offended or repelled. The true Evangelism
will humbly allow God to judge what the message to sinners ought to
be, and will be guided by His Holy Word, not by a timid and cautious
expediency which after all is not prudence or wisdom but folly and
presumption.
It may be taken for granted that God's Evangel consists of the very
truths which sinners need to know. These truths are all intimately
connected with the great fact of salvation by grace, and are all consistent
the one with the other as parts of a perfect system in which grace
reigns, and of which the glorious self-manifestation of God in Christ is
the great end. A Scriptural Evangelism, taking grace as its keynote,
gives" glory to God in the highest" while it proclaims on earth" peace
and goodwill towards men." Evangelism without grace is Evangelism
without salvation. Sinners are saved by grace sovereignly exercised
toward them and efficaciously working in them, or they are not saved
at all.
We may conclude, then, that the distinctive doctrines of grace are
the doctrines that must be made prominent in any true Evangelistic
work. These doctrines are the very heart and marrow of the Gospel.
One of the very first things which sinners need to learn is that they
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are in a state in which grace is necessary; and grace accordingly
proclaims the necessity for itself by bringing sinners face to face with
a perfect law which they have broken, and face to face with a Holy
Lawgiver with whom they are at enmity. In such a case every mouth is
stopped and all the world becomes guilty before God. Grace moreover
expressly teaches sinners that they are dead in trespasses and sins, and
are incapable of coming to Christ of themselves. Being guilty they
deserve to perish eternally, and God would have had a perfect right
to leave them to perish in their" estate of sin and misery." Being
spiritually dead and totally depraved they are unable to come to or
believe in a Saviour even when He is set before them. If they learn
these awful truths about themselves it is because grace is their teacher.
And then they learn the meaning of grace. "Hath not the potter
power over the clay 1" The whole lump of fallen humanity is accursed.
No part of the lump can make good any claim to the Divine favour.
No part of the lump can shape itself into a vessel unto honour. All
parts of the lump are equally without merit and without power. Every
part is righteously condemned and is under the sentence of a righteous
law administered by an inflexibly righteous Judge. Every part is in
itself hopelessly paralyzed by the malignant poison of sin, and is
lying hopelessly prostrate in spiritual ruin and degradation. If we
were asked to decide upon the prospects of such a situation according
to the dictates of law and righteousness and pure reason, we might
say, There can be no pardon for the sinner, no acceptance with God,
no spiritual life. But Scripture asks uB to consider God's marvellous
thought and His marvellous work. The comprehensive declaration is
made that "Salvation is of the Lord." Ther~ is Uldemption, but
God has freely provided the whole of the redemption; the~ is righteousness that can~odly, but God has freely provided the
whole of the rigl1feousness. There is ~irit!d.a.rliIe, there is spiritual
power, but Godnas provided the whole of the life and power. A great
Saviour able to save to the utter"i'iiOStall that come to God by Him, a
great Spirit of GodWho ii!onLcan effectually change the fallen nature
-a perfect and all-sufficient Saviour in whom to believe, tge Almighty
Spirit by whom 8i'iiilefs areoorn §gain in order that th~ may believe
-these are the great Gospel doctrines set before sinners In the Word.
And very real Gospel they are, being cxactly what the condemned
and spiritually dead sinner needs.
Jesus Christ Himself preached this Gospel. He proclaimed the
righteousness of God, the condemnation of the sinner. He preached
an atonement which atones. He said, "I lay down my life for the
sheep . . . and I give unto them eternal life." He did not conceal
His sovereignity-" the Son quickens whom He will." "All that
the Father hath given Me shall come to Me." He declared openly
man's inability to believe of himself-" No man can come unto Me
except the Father which hath sent Me draw Him "; "except a man
be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God . . . he cannot enter
the Kingdom of God."
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So throughout the Old Testament and the New there is a Gospel
proclaimed that magnifies God's electing, redeeming, calling, justifying,
and glorifying grace. The Lord alone is exalted as the Sole Author,
in every sense, of the Work of Salvation, and man is uniformly represented as the unworthy and helpless dependent on the sovereign grace
of Him who says, "I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and
will show mercy on whom I will show mercy."
It is specially noteworthy that these doctrines are not presented
in Scripture in any hesitating or deprecating way. They are boldly
proclaimed and powerfully reasoned out. Arguments are furnished,
objections are met, and in the ultimate issue self-sufficient sinners are
warned of the peril of replying against God. Ignorant self-complacency
and prejudice must give way before infinite wisdom.
Perverse
reasonings and disputings must give way before solid and unanswerable
facts. The Scriptural Evangelism is such as to beat the sinner down
from every stronghold of self-righteousness and self-reliance to the
very dust of humiliation, shame, and helplessness, that he may be
willing, glad, and for-ever thankful to be lifted up by a salvation wholly
Divine.
By far the greater part of the Evangelism of the present time, both
in the ordinary work of the visible Church and in the special movements.
called" Evangelistic," is different from the true Evangelism in respect
of the doctrines preached. The faithful proclamation of the doctrines.
of grace is rare indeed, and is entirely abserrt'1iom the more pretentious.
Evangelistic or Revivalistic movements. For ordinary churCh purposes
these doctrin~ ate regaraecr as unsuitable. They do not minister to
pride and self-indulgence, and a self-indulgent religion wishes to hear
as little of them as possible. The proud and haughty sinner does
not wish to hear that he is hopelessly guilty, vile, and hell-deserving,
and that nothing can save him but a special work of distinguishing
grace; and so, unhappily, many of our prophets prophesy smooth
things and prophesy deceits, by which sinners are, as they love to be,
soothed into carnal security. It may be that the accredited religious
teachers of the people inculcate many Christian duties and that they
preach much which is undoubtedly Scriptural. But if they studiously
avoid the unpalatable and unpopular doctrines of grace, either on
the erroneous, perhaps consciously erroneous, supposition that their
hearers know these doctrines well enough already, or with the desire
to please men, their Evangelism is Evangelism without Gospel. It is
therefore deceitful, false, and ruinous.
As for the movements specially described as "Evangelistic," it
seems to be universally considered inexpedient to bring forward thedoctrines of grace at all in connection with such movements. Leaders
in the "work" may profess to believe in Calvinistic doctrine, but
their Evangelism is to all intents and purposes Arminian. Of course
a main theme of Evangelism, whether true or false, is the death of
Christ. The" Evangelistic" t~chinU:t.his-tiw.e.p~es Christ's
death for all men, universal atonement, atonement for every human.
.-----
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being in all time the world over, atonement for every man alike, for
Judas exactly as for John. But this is obviously atonement that does
not atone. The most noted Evan~lists of the time tell an audience,
Christ diedJ2L!l9u. So they saL-also, to any individual sinner in
that audience. Take this doctrine away from them and they have
nothing left to preach. The doctrine oi.~rsal atonement is essential
to the" success" oisuch.Evangelists, because of their peculiar doctrine
of faith. They gravely tell sinners that they have only to believe
that Christ died for them in particular in order to be saved. They tell
them, moreover, that God has d.one...alreadl. all that He can do for
every man, and that He cannoE.J?!..oceed a step further with the work
of salvation till the sinner proceeds. ""They Win tell sinners, God cannot
save you except you believe. What is this all but appealing to the
sinner to complete himself, by a faith that is quite in his own power,
the incomplete and otherwise unfinishable work of God? Modern
" Evangelism" may profess to believe that the Holy Spirit's special
grace is needed to make the sinner believe. But the " Evangelists"
do not teach this. They prefer to make the sin~nk his salvation
rests with himself. To tell the sinner plainly that he ls"aead in trespasses andSiii'B and can make no spiritual movement whatever of
himself would hinder" success." "Conversions" can be secured only
by leaving sinners under false impressions as to their own power to
believe. A false Evangelism considers it imprudent to put any doctrine
of spiritual inability before sinners, lest they shoUIaoe offended and
go away. To avoid such a contingency as this it assures them that
if they believe they will thereby be born again, and so teaches them
to put their first" dependence on themselves. It does not teach them
I that they must be born ali-ain by the Almighty Spirit of God before
\ they believe, w~ic1i. is the teaching of Scripture, and whICh directs men
to place all theIr dependence upon God.
What does the success of this false Arminian teaching amount
to? There is first, a false faith, a mere belief of a supposed fact.
Then there is a false conception of the atonement, a conception
which robs Christ's death of all its unfailing efficacy as an actual
saving atonement for everyone for whom it was offered, and so
takes away the glory of its saving power, and places that glory on
the head of man's faith,-the " Evangelistic" doctrine in effeet being
that Christ could not make His atonement saving, but that the sinner
while simply a sinner does make it saving by a faith which is wholly
in his own power! Then, as the result of this false faith in a false
doctrine, there is so-called peace, and there is " assurance" never to
be disturbed in this world, unless God in the Sovereignity of His grace,
which they despise, reveal to the self-righteous " converts" the grossness of their self-deception and presumption.
It is true that the doctrines of grace, being profoundly humbling
doctrines, will cause many sinners to go away. So sinners went away
from the Saviour Himself, when He taught them the doctrines of
His Gospel. But He never thought on that account of modifying
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His doctrines to conciliate gain-sayers or to meet their self-righteous
tastes. He never softened down a single hard saying so as to keep
objectors from going away. If He had adopted another course, and
appealed to the self-complacency of sinners, He might have made many
more converts of a kind. But He wished not false conversions or
mere apparent and showy successes, and so He declared the whole
counsel of God. His apostles and prophets followed a similar course.
They preached the preaching that He bade them, and left all results
to Him. Those who wish to follow the course of a true Evangelism
must fearlessly and faithfully deliver Christ's message. They must
have sufficient faith in the wisdom of their Lord and Master, to believe
that His truth, without any modification or any flattering concession
to the carnal mind, is the great need of the world. And they must have
sufficient spiritual perception to understand that one genuine convert
made by the truth and Spirit of God is better than a million spurious
converts made by the preaching of error. God's truth, they may be
sure, will be successful in accomplishing all His purposes; and error,
they may be equally sure, however plausible the reason may be for
its use, will prove a disastrous and eternal failure.
n.-The true Evangelism, further, is that which is true to the
Divine plan in its FORM. By form we do not mean the literary form
in which doctrines may be presented. We mean the form taken by
church effort, and the general method of such effort, in dealing with
the Gospel of God. We have seen that the work of Evangelism has
been committed to the Church. There has been substantially the
same Gospel for all generations. But outward forms of instruction
and of service have been different at different times. In Old Testament
times, alongside of great simplicity in individual and domestic worship,
there was public worship that was highly ornate and imposing in
form. We note the fact, and we note also that it was God's appointment.
Its elaborate ceremonial had in its very heart the Gospel of an atonement
to come, and it set forth, as well as a system of material patterns
could do, the glory of the heavenly salvation to which the whole service
directed the hope of the church and nation of Israel. For this great
Evangelistic purpose God appointed the Tabernacle and Temple
service. And He was jealous of the honour of His own wisdom in the
appointment, smiled upon humble obedience, and frowned upon all
disobedience, whether in the total neglect of His institutions or in any
attempt to alter or amend them.
These important forms of Evangelism served their purpose, and
then they passed away by the appointment of Him who framed them.
When the Heavenly sacrifice, the Heavenly altar, the Heavenly Priest,
the Heavenly Holy Place, were revealed, "the patterns of things in
the heavens" were no longer needed. The patterns were glorious,
but" the Heavenly things themselves" are more glorious. The glory
of the New Testament is spiritual, not sensuous.
While New Testament service, however, is set free from the manifold
rites and ceremonies appointed of old, it is not set free from Divine
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rule and direction. All true Evangelism-that is, all true effort to
raise and bless men by the Gospel of God, from the time of the first
shedding of a ray of light upon the soul on to the time of meetness
for the inheritance of the saints in light-under the New Dispensation,
like all true Evangelism under the Old Dispensation, is service rendered
according to the will of God. God has revealed His method of
Evangelism, and His true servants must humbly learn what His
method is, and conscientiously adopt it. Original methods, however
startling and however likely to be successful in " drawing" the multitude, must be regarded as insulting to the wisdom of Christ, and
therefore as incurring His frown. The intrusion of human wisdom,
with its attractive and plausible devices, is as impertinent now as it
was under the Old Testament. It is even lllore impertinent now,
for we have the New Testament reaffirming the absolute authority
of the Church's Divine Head, and we have history filled with lessons
and warnings about the sin of adding to or diminishing aught from the
Divine institutions of service. Moreover, precisely as it is provoking
to Christ for us to substitute methods or forms of our own for His
forms, so it is provoking to Him for His professing servants to return
to any extent to the abrogated forms of Old Testament service. This
latter the Apostle denounces strongly as a return to weak and beggarly
elements. The true Evangelism listens humbly when Christ says,
" Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations . . . teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you," and sets out to obey.
It must strike the thoughtful observer of the multiform religious
effort of this time that if obedience to Christ's commandments, rendered
with simplicity and alacrity, be an essential characteristic of the true
Evangelism, then there is a. large proportion of Evangelism that is
not true.
We shall take for illustration two forms-typical forms they lllay
be called-of professedly Christian work, the RITUALISTIC and that
which at the present time is most commonly known as EVANGELISTIC.
These two forms arc greatly different the one from the other. The one
is ready to condemn the other. The Ritualist condemns the Evangelistic
worker as being uncultured, coarse, vulgar. The latter condemns the
Ritualist as a showy hypocrite, a mere semblance of a living Christian,
unconverted, dead. Neither condemns the other for departure from
the Divinely prescribed form or pattern of Christian work, the reason
being that such condemnation could obviously be instantly retorted.
Ritualism revels in its own devices. Its vestments, and altars, and
altar cloths, and candles, and genu{iections, and Eastward Positions,
and priests, and Masses, and incense, and prayers for the dead, and
auricular confession, and all its endless paraphernalia of artificialities
-these are the gods of human genius. The Ritualist, no doubt, thinks
that he is doing God service. But this thought arises from the deceivableness of unrighteousness. God requires not one of the peculiar
services of Ritualism. All the frippery 01 gay forms, all the cultured
and elaborate Divine Service, as it is called, is abomination to the
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Lord. It would be abomination, even to the Ritualist himself, if his
mind were not degraded by its sin far below the level of common
sense. It is difficult to speak or to think with patience of grown men
pleasing themselves like children with toys and gewgaws-and all in
the name of religion and of Christian effort for the elevation of the
world!
What has all this system to do with the Divine method of Christian
service ~ Wus the system framed by men with the Bible in their
hands ~ It is framed, mther, in daring contravention of the will of
Christ. It is n. revival o( Antiehristianism. It has no standing in
the Bihh'; therefore it is condemned by the Bible as another Gospel
whir.h is no Gospel, and is bound to be destroyed with the breath of
C'hrist's mouth and the brightness of His coming.
If we ask, How has this elaborately-gilded system of religious sham
and imposture grown up ~ one reply may be, Men became vain in
their imaginations and their foolish hearts were darkened. Thcy
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator. So Romanism grew up. Christian
institutions were Paganized, and the abrogated Jewish ritual was
resorted to for impressive forms. And as the disobedience and superstition grew, immorality grew, and a degraded and deformed nominal
Christendom loved to have it so. But another answer may be given
with special respect to the origin of the present system of Ritualism
in Prelatic churches. That answer is that the Church of England was
not more than half reformed. It retained much of the Romish ritual,
and many forms wholly unscriptural. The initial struggle with Rome
and subsequent struggles tended to suppress for a time the injurious
infl.uences of these remnants of the apostacy. And the direct and
indirect infl.uence of a stalwart Puritanism alongside of the Church of
England no doubt tended to keep the latter from giving way in its
earlier history to the corrupting tendencies of an unseriptural ritual.
But the corruptions were there like the germs of a pestilence, ready to
develop when the conditions became favourable, and to spread the
poison of Romish error not only through the community whose lack
of judgment and precaution left the germs there, but over the whole
land. And to-day the pestilence has spread quite beyond the Prelatic
churches, and is still spreading. Even in professedly Evangelical
and Presbyterian churches there are many forms of church effort that
have not a shadow of a pretence of a Divine appointment. Conscious
or unconscious imitation of fashionable forms is becoming more and
more impatient of the restraints of a holy Gospel and of a truly spiritual
worship. So far as man can judge, having regard to the ordinary
course ot human inventions in the service of God, it looks as though
the substitution of human forms of Evangelism for the Divine forms,
throughout the whole sphere of church effort, would be only a matter
of time over the greater part of Christendom. History in such things
repeats itself; but the innovator is blind to the lessons of history,
blind to the wrongs done to God's cause and man's cause by the.,
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innovations of self-will, and blind to the curse by the execution of
which God avenges Himself and the world.
Turning to the other typical form of Evangelism of which we have
spoken-the form popularly known as " Evangelistic Work,"-we find
that it also rejects the Divine pattern. The root-error of this kind of
work is probably found in the belief that Evangelistic work differs
from the ordinary work of the Christian Church. It seems hardly to
be expected among those who favour" Evangelistic work" that sinners
will be converted under the ordinary Gospel ministry. Therefore
"Evangelistic services" must be "got up" to convert them. We
have already seen the sort of doctrine that is usually exhibited at
such services for the conversion of sinners. The whole services are
generally in keeping with the doctrine. We do not now refer to
Evangelistic services occasionally arranged for by interchange of
pulpits between ministers of an Evangelical denomination to rouse
the interest of the people in religious themes. But the term Evangelistic
in this case is as misleading as it usually is. The holding of an
Evangelistic service once or twice a year seems to favour the idea
either that the ordinary preaching of the Gospel is not Evangelistic,
which is a mischievous misconception, or else that the Gospel is not
ordinarily preached. In this 'latter case the remedy does not consist
in occasional" Evangelistic services." We refer to those" Evangelistic
services" on a larger scale conducted by itinerant "Evangelists,"
some of them more famous, some less famous, but all supposed to
carry some talismanic power of conversion with them. Even serious
and otherwise sensible Christian ministers occasionally speak of these
itinerant Evangelists, most of them altogether self-appointed, as
" Heaven-sent men." And it is frequently supposed that if they can
only be got to come and hold a " mission," as it is called, even for a
few days, in a city, town, or village, conversions are sure to result;
and if they do not come the place must, in spite of its stated ministry,
languish in an unconverted state. What is this expectation but
contempt for a stated ministry and trust in an arm of firsh ~ It
were well for professing Christians to know that a self·appointcd
Evangelist is not a Heaven-sent man, and that a lllan who preaches
universal atonement and a faith that needs no help from God's Spirit
is not Heaven-sent to preach these false doctrines.
In the prosecution of their work of Evangelism, these self-appointed
Evangelists ask sinners individually, Are you saved ?-a question
for which there is not a shadow of warrant in the Divine plan of
Evangelism. The very putting of it implirs another false doctrine,
to the effect that a man who is born again must nerds lmow whether he
is or not, and be able to answer off-hand. If an affirmative answer is
given, all is well. The questioner is perfectly satisfied. The answerer
is a "convert." If an answer such as a true believer would probahly
give, if he answered at all, be given, to the effect that he trusts he is
saved, that is altogether unsatisfactory, and he is at once declared to
be "going to hell." The easy flippancy and presumption of such a
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judgment does not afford much proof that the questioner is converted
himself or that he knows what conversion means.
In this kind of "Evangelistic service" there is at times what goes
by the name of" singing the Gospel," and this plays the most important
part in attracting crowds. The New Testament speaks often
preaching the Gospel, but never of singing it. This is, therefore, an
attempt to improve the Divine method. The conception is very
original and very bold. Will Christ, "the Power of God and the
Wisdom of God," yield the palm to *
* * ~ Have they
devised a better method than He could devise ~ From this point of
view the "ainging of the Gospel" must be concluded to be a grossly
presumptuous device. But was it the Gospel which was sung ~ The
hymns sung as Gospel during the campaigns or "missions" of the
Evangelists referred to were, most of them, utter rubbish, and some
of them grossly erroneous rubbish. But, it will be replied, many were
converted by the singing of the Gospel, and more were otherwise
converted by the hymns. The answer is easy. Ten thousand alleged
conversions would not justify the alteration of the Divine method,
and ten thousand alleged conversions might not furmsh one genuine
conversion. And further, conversion results from the application of
the Word of the Lord, not from natural feeling moved by sweet singing,
and not from the jumble of error and truth in the hymns sung. The
singing of the Gospel is a human method of Evangelism, not a Divine
method; it is a new method, and therefore not a true method.
Another important item in "Evangelistic services" is so-called
"testimony-meetings." Every assembly of God's saints ought to be
a testimony meeting in the true sense-that is, a meeting for bearing
witness to God's truth. Every faithful sermon is a testimony. But
the so-called testimony meetings of an innovating and sensational
Evangelism are meetings at which supposed converts arc required
to rise up and say they are converted. The more of these testimonybearers can be got to stand up the greater is the proof that the meetings
have been "successful." It seems clear enough to the ordinary mind
that if so-called converts say they are saved, nobody is anything. the
wiser, for not one of their hearers knows whether the testimonybearing converts are converted or not. It seems clear that that kind
of testimony and that kind of confession of Christ, are absolutely
worthless, and that the Evangelism which encourages and lives on
such things is not only unscriptural but senseless and infatuated.
Yet such results of evangelistic services are proclaimed as tokens
of "success." It is no uncommon thing to read in the public prints
that this or that "Evangelist" has conducted a "successful" or
"most successful" mission. There may, indeed, be "successes"
which may be reckoned up in figures, but who shall say definitely and
assuredly that a single soul has been truly converted to God ~ The
Evangelism which boasts freely of its successes assumes the prerogative
of God Himself. The day will declare, and superficial conversions will
not count in that day except to the confusion of deceivers and deceived.
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The Salvation Army is an organization too widespread to be passed
over in silence, when we are dealing with the subject of Evangelism.
The great purpose of the organization is Evangelism, as the Army
understands it. There is a strong tendency with many well-meaning
people to regard the Army as doing a good work, and to deprecate
any sharp criticism of its methods. But the very first questions to be
answered are, Has the Salvation Army any right, as such, to engage
in Evangelistic work ~ Has God called it in His Word ~ Has He
appointed it ~ Are its plans shaped by the will of God revealed in
Scripture ~ Everyone of these questions must be answered in the
negative. The Army is the invention and institution of a probably
well-meaning and certainly able enthusiast. It is not the institution
of God. Moreover, it sets aside God's institution of the Church,
subverts all Scriptural order, and corrupts Scriptural doctrine. We
might refer to its obtrusive parade and its audacious disturbance of
the Sabbath rest by its band-playing in the streets. But these things
are really no worse in kind than the noise of organs in churches.
'l'hey are simply another form of the inventions of self-will. Of this
whole system of organized will-worship we may surely say, It is a
plant which our Heavenly Father hath not planted, and therefore it
shall be rooted up.
If we try to estimate by results the relative merits of the true
Evangelism, and all forms of false Evangelism, the task is comparatively
easy. The true Evangelism, beginning with reverent submission to
the Supreme Will, grows in reverence and inculcates reverence. It
seeks to receive, and observe, and keep pure and entire, every ordinance
of God. Realizing that it has its existence, its commission, its charter
from God, and that the work it has to do is wholly God's work, it
submits to be guided and sustained by Him, and looks for no successes
but those which Hc judges to be such. What are the results ~ As
it comes in contact with souls, its message becomes the savour of life
nnto life to some, to others the savour of death unto death, and in
either case God is glorified. Further results are the promotion of
tru.th, order, unity, and peace in the Church, the strengthenin~ of
every Scriptural institution, and the exaltation of individu!tl and
social character. All this is to be expected as the natural outcome of
the strength and beauty which are in God's sanctuary. When the
glory of the Lord fills the house of the Lord, the faccs of His saints
will shine with the reflection of His glory, in that heavenly Evangelism
which blesses them, and He will beautify them with Ilis salvation.
Here and there in the history of the Church wc find proofs that the
results we speak of are something more than mere inferences from a
perfect system of Evangelism. We fi nd occasional bright periods
ill history, in which God has been greatly magnified, and in which Hc
has magnified His saints. Such periods arc not necessarily what the
world would call prosperous. They may have been periods of great
adversity and persecution. In Scotland, the Covenanters of the
~ccol1d Reformation times had their fiery trials. But they were
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sustained,- ennobled, transfigured by Christ's "blessed Evangcl."
That was their watchword, and the results of its influence upon their
lives were that they were perfectly fearless, willing to make every
sacrifice of personal comfort and safety for Christ's sake. It was
because they loved the Evangc1 which exalted their Saviour above all,
that they had to suffcr, and their sufferings did not make them love
the Evangel less. Even young men and maidens, by their splendid
courage, born of truth itself, and by their contempt for base compromise
where their Saviour's honour was concerned, being dead yet speak to
us, and put to shame the faltering faith and the half-hearted testimony
of many mature men and women ill easier times.
But what are the results, on the other hand, of false Evangelism ~
One immediate result is that the unity of the Church is broken up.
The very fIrst variation from the substance and form of the divine
Evangelism is a violation of unity. Unity which is maintained by
the sway of one Supreme Will, is destroyed the very instant that thc
individual will of the worshipper is asserted. Self-will always means
division. And when self-will comes into the sphere of Evangelism,
that is, of Church effort, the principle of manifold schism comes in.
If once, as is to be expected, the divisions in the Church are legion.
There are literally hundreds of varying forms, and conflicting forms,
of false Evangelism.
Moreover, every false form introduced tends to destroy order as
We'll as unity. The beautiful order of God's Evangelism is disturbed
by man's corrupt taste.
The natural and observed result of all
sensationalism and novelty in religious work is, that all the regular,
appointed, effort of the Church is thrown into confusion, discredited,
or paralyzed. Doctrine, worship, discipline, government, are all laid
waste by false Evangelism, as God's vineyard is declared to be laid
waste by the boar out of the forest.
One result of every form of false Evangelism is injury to the spiritual
life. Life is maintained only by truth, it is always injured by error
and innovation. No error and no innovation upon Divinely prescribed
methods can ever by any possibility be harmless. And it is perfectly
possible for the harm to be done to life, and yet for the life to seem as
vigorous as ever. An appearance of religious zeal and fervour is not
uncommon even in the midst of the most pestilential atmosphere of
innovation, but the spiritual element is wanting. "Thou hast a
name that thou livest," Christ says in such a case, "and art dead."
In Ritualism, that is, in that system which is ail nearly as possible the
perfection of impudent innovation and criminal suppression of the
truth of God, it is difficult to conceive of any life at all. The atmosphere
of life is not there, the food of life is not there, the Christ who is our
life is not there. A soul in search for God's Evangel will search in
vain there. A seeker for Christ, stumbling and groping through the
.senseless mummeries of that system, must, for all it can do for him,
cry out in disappointment and despair, "They have taken away my
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him."

122

The Gospel Magazine.

Q!Ottf£lpOlllJtlUe.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor 01 the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-

It is very blessed and confirming to the faith and hope of God's dear
servants in the work of the ministry when they are led to prove the
Lord better to them than all their fears, and when they are constrained
to say with the prophet, " For the Lord will not cast off for ever; but
though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the
multitude of His mercies."
I recently set out to preach the Word in a Lancashire town, and the
whole of the Saturday afternoon was much troubled and cast down
with great fears, perplexities, and not a few" crooked things" in my
path in providence needing to be " made straight" as well as a darkness thereupon needing dispelling, and well I knew the Lord alone
could do both. I had some tossings to and fro as I retired to rest, that
Saturday night, but being favoured with a good night's sleep I arose
on the Lord's day morning somewhat eased in mind and refreshed in
body. I preached in the morning from the words, "I will makr
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight" (Isa. xlii. 16),
feeling helped and strengthened. On my way from the house of God,
a friend tapped me on the shoulder, remarking, "You have not
learned God's truth as schoolboys learn their task" To which I
replied, "I hope not." In the afternoon I felt getting away in spirit
from my own" darkness and crooked things," and more into" the
things of the Spirit of God," feeling the ground firm under my feet, as
I entered into and set forth the doctrine of J ehovah's sovereign discriminating grace, in opposition to the doctrine of man's free will. I
found that my testimony was well and warmly received by God's own
dear living family. I joined them in the evening at their prayer
meeting, and found a sweet and sacred echo in my soul to each of
the prayers which acknowledged the Lord's goodness in sending his
own Word that day. That very evening and during the silent
watches of the night I found my head lifted up above all the cares,
anxieties, perplexity, and trouble that had been weighing me down;
no longer with Issachar, couching down between two burdens, but
with Naphtali, a hind let loose, and the blessed Spirit furnishing me
with Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, to make melody with in my
heart and mind. It was proved to be a good time, and on the Monday
morning, on my way home, I looked up onc of my brethren and spent
a pleasant hour with him, proving also that as iron sharpeneth iron.
so doth the countenance of a man his friend.
Yours affectionately in the Truth,
35, Ohestnut Grove,
GEO. ALEXANDER.
Birlrenhead, Dec. 30th, 1908.
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PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

I

l

THE life of a believer of threescore years or more bears manifold
inscriptions of the grace of God, and on it the promise glows in letters
of heavenly light. "Even to your old age I am He; and even to
hoar hairs will I carry you I have made, and I will bear, even I will
carry, and will deliver you." As health declines and energy abates,
and faculties, one by one, become impaired, the gracious Covenant·
keeping God of His people does not leave them to bear up as best they
can under the burden which old age brings with it, but upholds them
with His everlasting arms; and for one hundred and two years He has
been pleased to use the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society as an instrument
to this end.
The promise also describes those who are" aged pilgrims," " made"
so by Him whose" workmanship" they are elsewhere declared to be,
not carrying their religion as a dead weight but possessing a religion
which carries them, and resting on their lifting and carrying God,
whose bearing of His people has been likened to a father carrying his
child, to an eagle taking her young upon her wings, to a shepherd
with a lamb in his bosom. But no shepherd, nor mother-bird, nor
human father, ever bore as the Lord bears, for He bears from within,
as the soul lifts and bears the body.
Is not the mute appeal of the aged Christian poor strong and
pathetic to all who are partakers of the same spiritual life, and who
through this Society can minister to their souls? Relations and
friends pass away; a sense of intense solitude in the world of living
men steals upon the heart, and a longer life only makes its possessor
a greater stranger upon the earth. Eli's eyes become dim, Barzillai
can hear no more the voice of singing men and singing women. From
such points of view, dreary and monotonous are the lives of the aged,
but those whom this Society assists feed upon " the hidden manna"
and find the precints of the tomb to be the portals of heaven, and into
their hands who need it most God puts the special staff of promise.
The principles upon which the founders of the Society commenced
its work have been conserved with fidelity, and their strength and
stability have been demonstrated by the age and growth of the
Institution. By means of the pensions, hundreds of the Lord's aged
poor are enabled to pass their closing years free from the pressing
weight of pecuniary care and from the fear of entering the workhouse.
May it not therefore be affirmed that the Institution benefits not only
individuals and Christian churches, but the nation also, for God's
children are" the salt of the earth," and those precious grains whose
silent, penetrative influence preserves Society from decay, should be
maintained over as wide a surface as possible.
The Committee would be glad indeed if readers of the Gospel
Magazine could visit some of the recipients at our Homes and.elsewhere.
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May not the 1684 pensioners be termed living arguments against
infidelity; living monuments of the grace of God 1 If young people
were more frequently in the society of God's tried and aged ones,
they would learn many gracious lessons concerning the Divine fulfilment of the promises and the power of vital religion.

ON THE DEATH OF A BELIEVER.
IN vain the fancy strives to paint
The moment after death,
The glories that surround the saints
When yielding up their breath.

One gentle sigh their fetter breaks;
We scarce can say" They're gone"
Before the willing spirit takes
Her mansion near the throne.
Faith strives, but all its efforts £ail
To trace her in her flight;
No eye can pierce within the veil
Which hides that world of light.
Thus much (and this is all) we knowThey are completely blest;
Have done with sin, and care, and woe,
And with their Saviour rest.
On harps of gold they praise His Name,
His face they always view;
Then, let us followers be of them,
That we may praise Him too.
Their faith and patience, love and zeal,
Should make their memory dear;
And, Lord, do Thou the prayers fulfil
They offered for us here !
While they have gained, we losers are,
We miss them day by day;
But Thou canst ev'ry breach repair,
And wipe our tears away.
\Ve pray, as in Elisha's case,
When great Elijah went,May double portion of Thy grace
To us who stay, be sent.
NEWTON.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
WE have pleasure in noting that a new series of The Gospel Advocate,
edited by the Rev. J. W. Tobitt, has been entered upon, the magazine
having ceased to be published, owing to the impaired health of the
late Rev. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne, its founder and editor. Mr.
Baxter's able and zealous labours, which extended over thirty-seven
years, resulted in no less a sum than £6000 being contributed to a
fund for the relief of needy Ministers of the Gospel and their widows.
We cordially wish God-speed to the magazine under its new auspices.
--Of the total amOlmt of £40,239 16s. collected in the churches and
chapels of the metropolis last year for the London Hospital Sunday
Fund, £31,914 Is. 3d. was contributed by the Church of England.
~t. Paul's again heads the list with a collection of £4,510, while St.
Michael's, Chester Square, sends £1,187, and Christ Church, Lancaster
Gate, £1,003.--The Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration
Fund for January contains much interesting information, which wc
commend to the attention of our readers.--The Quarterly Record
of the Trinitarian Bible Society contains an interesting report of the
distribution of the Scriptures in Rome and other places in Italy by
Mr. Stephen Burrows, of the Sailors' Rest, Naples, and fellow-workers.
Mr. Burrows says: "At St. Peter's, Gospel portions were given
to the officials and others. Mr. Hawkins climbed the narrow stairs
above the dome and gave a book to an official, who was seated beside
the great cross. In the trains, along the streets, in churches and
temples, to soldiers, police-guards, priests, and even at the Vatican,
God's Word was given, and thanlrfully received. 'The success of the
distribution,' Mr. Hawkins writes, 'was unprecedented in my experience,
and it was carefully and prudently effected. At the Arch of Titus a
book was refused by a monk; a few minutes afterwards an old monk
received a Gospel portion, and hid it in his bosom. Going along the
Colosseum we were surrounded by a crowd, who earnestly asked for
books; but our supply was exhausted. A youth gave his address
that he might have the Gospels sent to him by post, saying that he would
distribute them to his friends.' Scripture portions were distributed
at the Catacombs, the Pantheon, and by the' Scala Sancta' (the sacred
stairs); the steps up which Luther went on his knees, and where the
Holy Spirit brought to his soul the words ' The just shall live by faith,'
which was the turning-point of his life, and which brought about the
Reformation in Germany. Pozzl1oli, the landing-place of St. Paul,
and Pompeii were visited, and the books gladly received by persons of
every class. A porter at the railway-station at Pompeii asked for
some books to be given to him for his mates."--The official report of
the late Clifton Conference has been issued by "The Carlyle Press,"
52, Park Row, Bristol.--" What 01 the Present JIIIoment ?" is the
title of a trenchant little tract, price one halfpenny, by the Rev. J. M.
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Sangar, Rector of Elworthy, Somerset, in protest against the election
of a Sacerdotalist to the Archbishopric of York.--The "Confirmation" of the election of Dr. Lang as Archbishop of York took place
in the Church House on the 20th ult. Previous to the legal ceremony a
Commission sat in chambers to receive protests. The course of procedure was strongly objected to by leading lawyers at the time of the
confirmation of Dr. Gore, in 1902, who held that all objections should
be heard in open court, but those arguments were set aside by the
Vicar-General, who held that the Archbishop had power over all matters
of procedure in connection with the business of confirmation. Mr.
J. A. Kensit appeared" in chambers" previously, and read his protest
against the confirmation of Dr. Lang, alleging that he had encouraged
law-breaking, that he had himself taken part in the most extreme
services, and that his preaching and teaching had been of a Sacerdotal
character. Needless to add that the Archbishop declared that a
protest on such points did not fall within their purview, and so the
protest was not allowed. The precedent set in 1902 is thus continued,
and the already attenuated rights of the Laity gradually diminish to
almost vanishing point_.__
_
_
------THERE is no exercise which is more becoming to creatures like ourselves than hearty thanksgiving to God. Deserving only His wrath,
and receiving only the very fulness of His tender mercy, how fervent
should our thanksgivings be! "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all
that is within me bless His holy name" (Ps. ciii. 1). And yet it is to
be feared that there is very little of it, that there is humbling reason to
complain both of ourselves and of our fellows. "Oh, that men would
praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men!" Suffering will set even a prayerless man to praying;
but if deliverance come to him he omits the giving of thanks for it.
Ten lepers besought mercy at Christ's hands, but only one of the ten
returned to give God glory for the miracle vouchsafed. And so it is
still. The believer ought to be free from this ungrateful spirit. And
as a matter of fact he will be free from it just in so far as he is delivered
from selfishness. No exercise can be more delightful to a humble,
unselfish, and loving heart, than to recount God's goodness in His
own presence and offer to Him the solemn sacrifices of thanksgiving
on account of it. No ministry is more acceptable to God or more
glorifying (Ps. 1. 23). We should thank God for every mercy we receive,
and that would occupy us constantly; we should give thanks at every
remembrance of His awful holiness. In the assured faith that all
things are working together for our good, whether we see that it is
so or not, we should give thanks for everything, as Job did in his sore
trial (Job i. 21); as Jesus did when His countrymen were rejecting
Him (Matt. xi. 25). Whatever He does is the perfection of wisdom
and love; and faith, believing that it is so, can thank Him for it,
though the trusting man cannot see how it is to work out good to
.anyone. Especially should every prayer abound in thanksgiving.
It is greatly wanting)f it does not (Phil. iv. 6).-John Dickie.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE recent earthquake in Sicily and Calabria, in which some 200,000
lives were sacrificed, and cities, towns, and villages were destroyed,
presents many solemn reflections. The most painful aspect of the
incident was the gross superstition of the terror-stricken multitudes
who vainly appealed for help to Rome's fictitious" saints," and ran
about in desperation with imagcs and other idolatrous emblems in
their hands. Many of the poor ignorant crcatures who have escaped
superstitiously attribute the catastrophe to various absurd causes, and
no doubt the priests will turn their erroneous beliefs to profitable
account in the interest of the Papacy. A writer in the English Churchman has pointed out the very striking coincidence that these awful
seismic visitations have hitherto been mainly confined to Roman
Catholic and heathen countries. Protestant States have providentially
escaped them on any large scale.

---

For many years the British and Foreign Bible Society has employed
three Italian colporteurs in Sicily. Last year they sold in the island
more than ten thousand copies of the Scriptures. After the appalling
disaster at Messina it was feared that Colporteur Guiseppe Greco, who
was stationed in that city, had perished. The Society's agent at Rome,
the Rev. R. O. Walker, has rcceived, however, the following letter from
him, dated December 31st: "Surely I must call myself fortunate in
having escaped with my life, and my family also, from the catastrophe
which took place on the night of December 28th. I should like to
describe to you the complete destruction of Messina, but that is
impossible. I am greatly distressed, and scarcely in my proper
senses yet. After two days and two nights of untold sufferings,
including hunger and rain, I have succeeded, together with my wife
and two children, in getting here and in finding shelter under my
aged father's humble roof. Wc are bruised and wounded-my left
knee, especially, has an ugly wound-we are almost naked, and without
a penny. All my belongings are gone. I am bereft of books also, and
knapsack. Messina no longer exists." Mr. Walker instantly sent off
a letter of sympathy, with a sum of money to meet the Colporteur's
most pressing wants. Provision has been made for a distribution of
Scriptures gratis among the wounded and refugees.
A correspondent of the Times writes: "The annual numerical
returns of the various branches of the Methodist Church throughout
the world show that there has been a very substantial increase during
the past year in almost every department of that Church's activity.
The general statistics here given are compiled from official sources,
and are the latest obtainable. The membership returns include
probationers, but not the large number of young people on the junior
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rolls. The Wesleyan Methodist Church in Great Britain and Ireland
has 2,695 ordained ministers, 20,409 accredited lay preachers, 551,816
church members, 7,922 Sunday schools, with 134,787 officers and
teachers and 1,016,128 scholars, and 8,999 churches, with seating
accommodation for over two and a half million persons. The
Primitive Methodists have 1,156 ordained ministers, 16,189 lay
preachers, 212,204 church members, 4,156 Sunday schools, with 59,568
teachers and 465,726 scholars, and 5,136 churches. In the United
Methodist Church there are 880 ordained ministers, 6,217 lay preachers,
188,851 church members, 2,413 Sunday schools, with 43,018 teachers
and 324,780 scholars, and 3,117 churches. The Independent Methodist
Church and the Wesleyan Reform Union have together 350 churches
and 18,303 members."
February 7th being the fiftieth anniversary of the writing of one of
the most famous hymns in the world, "There's a Friend for little
children," the Sunday School Union has organized a jubilee celebration.
February 7th falls on a Sunday, and it is suggested that the hymn
shall be sung in all the schools of all denominations on that day, and as
far as possible in the churches and chapels. Mr. Albert Midlane, the
author, who was an ironmonger, is still living at Newport, Isle of
Wight, at the age of between eighty and ninety. He is still constantly
writing, having composed 200 hymns in 1908, and altogether he has
written and published 1000 or 1200. " Revive Thy work, 0 Lord! "
is perhaps the next best known. The Rev. Carey Bonner (General
Secretary of the Sunday School Union), speaking recently to a Press
representative, said: "I suppose it is the most widely-known hymn
of this age. Several times I have seen prizes offered by papers for
lists of the best hymIlS, and' There's a Friend for little children' had
been at the top. Some years ago we raised £1300 or £1400 to buy an
annuity for the author, and I was amazed at the way money came
from all parts of the world."
The Annual Islington Clerical Ueeting was held in Mildmay
Conference Hall last month. The Rev. C..r. Procter, Vicar of Islington,
presided. The attendance was large, but a r('grettable incident on the
occasion arose, in consequence of the Convener's having invited two
dignitaries to take part whose known sympathies wero entirely out of
touch with the Evangelical and Protestant principles of the Church of
England. Strong protests were addressed to Mr. Procter, and it is
satisfactory to add that neither the Archbishop-Elect of York nor the
Dean of Westminster was present at the Conference. The latter,
however, sent a brief paper, which was read by deputy. It is much to
be hoped that" the policy of drift," which has prevailed now for two
years in connection with the venerable Islington Meeting, should be
(lropped, and that there should be a decided return to" the old paths,"
both as regards the subjects selected for consideration and the choice
of speakers.

