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• Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we maoy be able to comfort them which are ill any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

OUR 'VELL-BELOVED.
" His rrwuih

tS

rrwst sweet.. yea, He is altogether lovely."SONG OF SOLOMON v. 16.

sinners love the LORD JESUS much. They know that
they owe Him much. But there is a stronger tie of union still.
They love Him for His own sake! These two considerations
unite to constrain their spiritual affections and to bind them to
Him by everlasting cords. "Who shall separate us from the
love of CHroST ~" In their sight He is personally the Chiefest
among ten thousand. They worship Him with supreme worship.
He is infinitely precious both for His own sake and for His work
of salvation by redeeming grace. When challenged by the
world why sll-ved sinners should supremely love their adorable
REDEEMER, they reply, "He is altogether lovely!"
The
testimony they bear, however, is not understood. That requires
a new heart for realization. There is a seclet knowledge in all this
which only those who are initiated by the SPIRIT can appreciate.
"The secret of the LoRD is with them that fear Him." To them
only He makes revelation of the wonders of His Covenant. It
is to the man who is po'lr in spirit-humble-and teachable of
heart, that the High and Holy ONE makes known the deep things
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of His' counsel. With such a lowly character the GOD of
SALVATION holds unspeakable communion, and communicates
to him the wonders of His unsearchable mercy.
The words of His mouth are then to such exceedingly sweet
and satisfying. They are full. of grace and truth. Tenderest
kindness and loving compassion breathe in every tone of His voice.
His mouth is most sweet, while He co=unicates to the soul the
. hidden wonders of His redeeming mercy and truth. None can
speak, none can teach, none can comfort the heart as He delights
to do in the case of those who sit attentive and humble at
His feet. The communications of His lips to such as have the
ear opened to His voice by the HOLY SPIRIT pass all knowledge! They transport the favoured soul!
" To Thee and to Thy CHRIST, 0 GOD,
We sing-we ever sing!
For He the lonely winepress trod,
Our cup of joy to bring.
His glorious arm the strife maintainedHe marched in might from far;
His robes were with the vintage stainedRed with the wine of war.
" To Thee and to Thy CHRIST, 0 GOD,
. We sing-we ever sing!
For He invaded Death's abode,
And robbed him of his sting.
The house of dust enthralls no more,
For He-the Strong to save,
Himself doth guard that silent doorGreat KEEPER of the grave.
" To Thee and to Thy CHRIST, 0 GOD,
We sing-we ever sing!
For He hath crushed beneath His rod
The world's dark, rebel king.
He plunged in His imperial strength
To gulfs of darkness down;
i He brought His trophy up at lengthThe jndged usurper's crown!
" To Thee and to Thy CHRIST, 0 GOD,
We sing-we ever sing!
For He redeemed us with His blood
From every evil thing.
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Thy saving strength His arm npboreThe arm that set us free;
Glory, 0 GOD, for evermore,
Be to Thy CHRIST and THEE! "
To the blood-washed sinner whom He thus inspires to realise
the riches of His sovereign grace He communicates a joy which is
unspeakable and full of glory. That joy He confums in the soul
by tokens of unalterable truth and certainty. Blessed indeed are
all who partake of them, to whom the voice of our BELOVED thus
sensibly speaks. But even those precious souls-the " tremblers"
in Zion-who shrink from a full claim to them, are lovingly embraced
in the favoured number. "The poor of the flock" are equally
claimants with the rest of the blood-ransomed number to a full
interest in the Royal Estate-although the personal realization of
their Covenant title may be in suspense. Their title to the blessed
inheritance is the merits of the LORD JESUS Who redeemed them.
It lies entirely outside themselves. Objectively considered, He
Himself is their sole and sufficient claim. They are bidden to
look alone unto Him. The sorrowful and humble soul may therefore appeal with confidence to the LORD JESUS, Who assuringly
responds, "I am thy salvation." Oh, the gladness which is that
soul's to whom He thus graciously speaks! His" mouth" is
indeed "most sweet!" How can He again be doubted?
"Yea, He is altogether lovely." W~ll is this good confession
prefaced with the sacred asseveration-" Yea! "-for the saying
is indisputably true. His Name is an ointment poured forth.
Its perfume fills all heaven with its sweetness, and is the secret
of the joy that overflows the heart of the humblest believer.
Language fails to utter its full perfections. All that is " desirable"
in a REDEEMER is there-a SAVIOUR, an INTERECESSOR, an
ADVOCATE, an everlasting RIGHTEOUSNESS, GODHEAD, and
MANHOOD meet and combine in Him. Nothing unIovely is there.
Nothing needs to be altered in JESUS. Nothing lovely is lacking
in Him. "He is altogether lovely"-only lovelinesses! In His
two natures-of GOD and MAN-He is perfect, for ever perfect.
In His sole PERSON He is "lovelinesses "-all desirablenesses.
Oh, to see all this, and infinitely more, in Him continually! The
half cannot be told! His character, His words, His works, and
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His ways are all excellent in the eyes of His saints, who dearly
love Him, and willingly suffer tribulation and dishonour for His
dear sake. "He is all desires, exceedingly desirable, having all
excellencies, perfections, and fulness in Him; and being so in all
His characters, offices, and relations, He stands in to His people ;
to whom He is all things, even all in all; they desire none but
Him." Infinitely worthy of all the praises and honours· His
redeemed ones can offer Him-their eternity will be none too long
during which to present Him with all the ransomed powers of
their being. Oh, the loveliness of that adorable LOVELY ONE!
May the riches of Divine grace prepare us day by day, beloved
fellow-saints, for that celestial employment-until we enter upon
it through the infinite mercy and favour of our GOD and FATHERthe GOD and FATHER of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
THE EDITOR.
"WITHIN THE VEIL."
the Veil," where Christ all-glorious liveth,
Our souls have entered in,
To feast upon the mercy that forgiveth,
In illl its depth, our sin.
"WITHIN

His precious blood sweet words of peace has spoken,
And we the message hear.
And standing in the grace which ne'er is broken,
With boldness we draw near.
No more" far off," but graciously invited,
We tread the Holy Place:
To Christ our Head eternally united,
Receiving" grace for grace."
We" died with Him" Who gave our ransom's payment,
When 'neath our doom He died.
And" raised with Him," we wear the spotless raiment
That robes the sanctified.
"Within the Veil," beheld as God beholdeth
His own beloved One,
We worship, while the Holy Ghost unfoldeth
The glories of the Son.
F. BICKFORD

HEARD.
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PRECIOUS!
" Precious in the sight 0/ the Lord is the death 0/ His saints."PSALM cxvi. 15.
" Lo, He giveth His beloved sleep," is the passage of God's Word
which was laid upon my mind just a few minutes after reading
a letter from a dear friend telling of the home-call yesterday of our
beloved brother, the Rev. E. H. F. Cosens, the faithful Evangelical
Viciu of Trinity Church, Tewkesbury. He was a truly honoured and
spiritually-minded pastor of souls, a diligent expositor of the holy
Word, and a true-hearted and valiant defender of the Protestant
Faith. We refer elsewhere to this devoted witness for the pure
doctrines of the Grace of God, and put on record our unfeigned
affectionate appreciation of his spiritual worth and service. The
removal of Mr. Cosens marks the progress of the Lord's bereaving
procedure in His presmt dispensation towards His Chlach in the
earth. The faithful Bre indeed minishing from among the children
of men, and the Lord is rapidly filling up the vacant spaces in the
diadem of His glory. Soon His star-lit crown will receive the
remaining complement of His blood-purchased jewels, and He
will come forth, altogether glorious, and to be eternally admired
by His beloved saints. "Yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry."
.
Meanwhile, He tenderly translates from the sorrows of earth
to the fair abodes in the glory His weary ones, and wipes all tears
from their faces with His own royal hand. Why should we
i=oderately mourn their heavenly preferment-their unspeakable advancement in the Father's House 1 It is observable how
many soft and gentle terms are used of the death of such as "die
in the Lord," as sleeping, sowing, gathering, resting-laid (Hebrew,
added) unto their fathers. The sting of death-sin-is wholly
removed from the article of the believer's death by the all-availing
atonement of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ-once offered and
once accepted!
Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay 1
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame.
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This spotless robe the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new.
The redeemed dust of God's sleeping saints-that which sin
defiled-is relatively precious in His sight, for He considers it
in its inseparable relation to the blood of redemption. " Precious
in the sight of Jehovah is the death of His saints." All the
associations of a believer's death are "precious" unto the Lord.
The precious blood of Christ's redemption has imparted its worth
and efficaciousness to it. It is the blood that gives value to the
smallest concern of a child of God. He is unspeakably dear to the
heart of the Father, Who has lavished upon him His great salvation
and all the wealth of blessing which accompanies it. " Death "blessed be God-is enumerated in the· catalogue of peculiar blessings
conferred by Him on the redeemed objects of His great love! It
is placed by the Father's hand among the treasures and gifts of
His love-" Or life, or death, or things present, or things to come;
all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's :'! The
first sinner to be called from earth to the Father's House on high
was Abel, whom grace had made a new creature and converted
into a child of God. Grace reigned. It is thus, too, with all the
vast multitude who people the realms of glory. Grace, free and
sovereign,. makes its conquests from among the chief of sinners,
so that where sin abounded grace may abound much moreimmeasurably more-beyond all knowledge more! How blessed
is the thought that" there is but a step" between a believer and
the Lord Jesus-between life and death, and that step is in our
Father's keeping hands, and it is a glorious step, from a world of
trouble and sin to the eternal realms of sinless and everlasting rest.
Oh, for grace to "rest in the Lord" amidst all the fluctuations
of time, and sense, and circumstances, till time shall be no longer!
Oh, brethren in Christ, let us pillow our weary souls on Him Who
has us in His tender keeping, Who has washed us in His precious
blood, Who has clothed us in His justifying righteousness, Who
has marked us off for Himself by setting upon our souls His own
secret sign, and has given us a name and a place in the City of the
New Jerusalem, where nothing that defileth can enter in to mar
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our blissful communion with the Father'and the Son, or hinder our
perfect and eternal fellowship with God the Holy Ghost. "Thanks
be unto God, Who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ."

J. O.

Clijton.

"GIVE YE THEM TO EAT."
(MARK vi. 37.)

F AVOU;RED pilgrims ofttimes feasted
With the "fat of wheat" ,.
Famished ones are near you ever"Give ye them to eat."
Some who have but lately started
For the Golden Street,
Covet husks for very hunger" Give ye them to eat."
Some who soon will reach the Pearl-Gates
Kept by angels fleet,
"Have no bread "-Oh, have compassion ! " Give ye them to eat."
Some who do the Master's business
With much ardour meet,
Gather not their share of manna"Give ye them to eat."
Some who bear His will unchanging
(Which is Love complete),
Faint amid the thorns throngh fasting"Give ye them to eat."
Say not thus-Our hands are empty;
Go to His dear feet;
Ask of Him, and what He gives you" Give ye them to eat."
While ye feed your fellow-pilgrims,
He with portions sweet
Will suffice you freely, fnlly" Give ye them to eat."
Oh, for sake of Christ Who hungered
Once in bare retreat,
Do according to His bidding" Give ye them to eat."
ISA.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed."-NuMB. xxii. 6.

•

A DIVINE truth, this, put into the lips of an enemy to utter, and
to be proved experimentally and .daily, by everyone of Zion's
sons and daughters. For," Thy blessing IS upon Thy people,"
and, therefore, unchangeable as its Giver; stable, irrevocable, unassailable !
Balak, the son of Zippor, may say this to the prophet Balaam, when
he called him to curse Israel; but Balaam must reply under Divine
restraint and compunction, " How shall I curse whom God hath not
cursed; or how shall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied. . . .
Behold, I have received co=andment to bless, and He hath blessed,
and I cannot reverse it." How wonderful! how gloriously Divine
this blessing, so rich, so free, so magnanimous, that "He hath not
beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel; "
and because of it, "He will bless them that blesseth thee, and curse
them that curseth thee." He writes of the people who are thus
covered with His blessing behind, around, and before, and altogether
blessed.
Blessing a nation or people or house denotes the Presence and
Providence of Jehovah. Jehovah-Shammah provides the blessing by
His own Presence, for where He is must be blessing. Yet, while man
in general daily proves the blessing of God in Providence, none but the
new man, renewed by the power and indwelling of the Holy Ghost,
knows of God's blessing in grace, and \vill know it in its fulness and
fruition hereafter. It is often His Divine prerogative and sanction to
bless a nation. "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people." A God-fearing people-a nation whose glory is an
open Bible, who seek their God and acknowledge Him in all their ways,
is a nation under the Divine smile of Providence. But, more often
than not, we find how a nation may be blessed for the few" the salt of
the earth" in it. "Blessed is the nation," says the Psalmist (Ps.
xxxiii. 12), "whose God is the Lord; and the people whom He hath
chosen for His own inheritance."
This was the case in all ages; and to-day we see how a few, poor,
feeble folk as witnesses for their God, and sanctuaries for their nation,
may be staying the Divine judgment which must fall upon our guilty
land, so grievously has she departed from her God. Then the Lord
has a blessed People. In Ps. lxxxix. 15, we read, "Blessed is the
people that knoweth the joyful sound; they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the
light of Thy countenance." God's people are a marked-off, peculiar
people, " zealous of good works, which God hath fore-ordained that
they should walk in." As we love to sing with Humphreys ;-
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" Blessed are the sons of God ;
They are bought with Jesu's blood,
They are ransomed from the grave,
Life eternal they shall have.
"God so loved them in His Son,
Long before the world began;
They the seal of this receive
When in Jesus they believe."
" They are justified by grace,
They eujoy a solid peace;
All their sins are washed away,
They shall stand in God's great day.
"They have fellowship with God,
Through the Mediator's blood;
One with God, through Jesus one,
Glory is in them begun.
" Though they suffer much on earth,
Strangers to the worldling's mirth,
Yet they have an inward joy,
Peace which nothing can destroy."
The enemy sees this, accounts them favoured, and envies them
their blessings, though despising the Source of them. The Egyptians
saw it, and were "glad at their departure," when they saw how
eminently the hand of Jehovah was raised in the favour of Israel.
For their sakes, even a people whom He hath formed for Himself, that
they might show forth His praise, He will bless their" house," that is,
their posterity (1 Chron. xvii. 27). David's prayer declares this, " And
now, Lord, Thou art God, and hast promised tins goodness unto Thy
servant; now, therefore, let it please Thee to bless the house of Thy
servant, that it may be before Thee for ever; for Thou blessest, 0
Lord, and it shall be blessed for ever." The pronlise was that" the
Lord had spoken concerning His house for a great while to come."
Thus He will bless their persons; their posterity; the increase of
their field-" a field which the Lord hath blessed" (Gen. xxvii. 27).
Their" seed." "All shall see and acknowledge them, that they are
the seed which the Lord hath blessed" (Isa. Ixi. 9).
He declares the blessedness of the man-" Everyone that feareth
the Lord: that walketh in His ways. For thou shalt eat the labour
of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy
children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus
shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord shall bless
thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days
of thy life" (Ps. cxxviii. 1--4). And the individual characteristics of
the blessed ones are given in our Lord's Sermon on the Mount. They
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are blessed that are poor in spirit; blessed that mourn; blessed that
are meek; blessed that hunger and thirst after righteousness: blessed
that are merciful; blessed that are pure in heart; blessed that are
peacemakers; blessed that are persecuted for righteousness' sake;
blessed that are reviled and spoken. evil of for Jesus' sake (Matt. v.
I-H).

And so precious are these blessed ones of Jesus that He declares
that they are blessed even when dead! When the earthly house of
this tabernacle is dissolved, and the spirit returns to God that gave it,
they are still blessed. "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13).
His Word declares, too, of them afterward, that" the memory of the
just is blessed; but the name of the wicked shall rot" (Prav. x. 7).
Shall not these truths speak to your heart and mine, beloved reader,
as we daily prove from the regard of our Covenant-keeping God,
Whose well-filled hands are ever dispensing these free, unmerited
favours," according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus," that" the
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it "
(Prov. x. 22). And as we review the mercies of the past year, so full
of sins, failures, backslidings, and grievous departures on our part, so
full of forgiveness, restoring grace, and tender dealings, and gentle
drawings to Himself again-will not our hearts well up in adoring
gratitude, as we exclaim, " 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour and full
with the blessing of the Lord "-and seek the grace of testimony to
" abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness" 1
At the outset of this brief article it was stated that the Presence of
the Lord indicated that there the Lord commanded His blessing. For
as the Psalmist says, " Thy Presence is salvation." And wherever we
find the Lord coming, drawing near, joining Himself to His disciples
in their home or road converse-it is to bless them; and they prove
in veritable and gracious experience that he whom the Lord blesses is
blessed indeed. Alas! too brief, too passing are His visits! So soon
sin creeps in; and we find how" Jesus had conveyed Himself away."
Or with the Church, in the Song, one hour exulting in the all-gracious
blessed presence of her Beloved, and then under a cloud, " I opened to
my Beloved: but my Beloved had withdrawn Himself and was gone."
Oh, that we might longer retain our Heavenly Guest! But these
sinful, erring hearts of ours are too treacherous, too wandering, too
fickle!
Oh, that we might know more of that blessed condition of the
abiding Presence of Him Who makes all within light, and love, and
liberty. That He might not only turn aside as a wayfaring man to
tarry for a night; but to come in and sup with us, and abide with us.
Think what a blessed and prolonged experience it was for the house of
Obed-Edom-in spite of unrest and warfare around them; famine
and strife elsewhere; distress of people and homes other than this
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one abode, and why 1 "And the ark of the Lord continued in the
house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months; and the Lord blessed
the house 0/ Obed-Edom and all his household." Oh, what a contrary
scene within to that without! Peace reigned there three months
under the Presence-blessing of Jehovah to that little household!
And are there no homes, no hearts to-day who, like that of the Gittite,
desire to realize this blessing 1 Are there not those who yearn for
more and more of His dear. companionship; His fellowship; the
communications of His lips Who" spake as never man spake," and
whose "mouth is most sweet," and the fulfihnent of the promise,
" When He, the Spirit of truth, is come; He shall abide with you for
ever " ~
Beloved reader, shall we not encourage one another's hearts to go
forward trustingly, believingly, and confidently; reminding our
hearts that He HAS blessed in the past, and that in blessing He will
bless, and continue to bless. His High Priestly hands were uplifted
in blessing His few disciples, that humble little band of followers out
in Bethany's plains, "&e He was parted from them and carried up
into Heaven," and the Word of promise is, "in like manner will He
come again as ye have seen Him" (Acts i, 11). Then He is coming
again to bless us! He is blessing us all along. " Every day "-" all
the days, even unto the end "-is one unbroken chain of Covenant
blessings. Oh, for brighter vision ·to see it; to trace His blessing
enriching, in every Providence, and to go forth and show it, testify to
it, and declare to those around what a God is ours!
" Oh, what everlasting blessings
God outpoureth on His own;
Ours by promise, true and faithful,
Spoken from the eternal Throne;
Ours by His eternal purpose,
Ere the universe had place;
Ours by everlasting covenant;
Ours by free and royal grace.
"With salvation, everlasting,
He shall save us, He shall bless,
With the largess of Messiah,
Everlasting righteousness.
Ours the everlasting mercy,
All His wondrous dealings prove;
Ours His everlasting kindness,
Frnit of everlasting Love."

R.
"WE can never be happy if our wills run contrary to God's will, or
if they run beside it. We must be little children. We must ascertain
our Father's will, and be pleased with that."-Rev. James Smith.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY!"
LEVITICUS iii.

WHEN a man will offer the Lord a peace-offering he shall bring it " of
the herd, whether it be male or female, he shall offer it without blemish
before the Lord." It is offered for sin against the Holy One of
Israel. It must be killed at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation. Jesus says, "By Me if any man enter in, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." It
will be noted in the type that the inward part of the victim must
be devoted to God. Those who have the mind of God desire
truth in the inward parts. No defiled unbeliever can be presented
unto the all-holy God. He requireth "truth in the inward parts."
The blood must be sprinkled. All the richest parts of the substituted
victim are for God. The sacrifice, or offering, is yielded to J ehovahit is His. It is a memorial by fire-a sweet savour unto the Lordsignifying His acceptance of His Son's precious presentation. Thus
it is said: "Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire; Mine ears
hast Thou opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering hast Thou not
reqnired. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is
written of Me: I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God; yea, Thy law
is within my heart" (Ps. xl. 6-8). No peace-offering-no atonement.
Christ our peace is sacrificed for us.
Leicester.
MARY.
THE BRITISH MUSEUM AND THE SCRIPTURES.
WE invite the attention of our readers to two books on the British
Museum which have just been published by Messrs. Morgan & Scott,
Ltd., and which deserve to be widely known. One of these is entitled,
"Why and What at the British Museum," by Lettice Bell, price
Is. Bd. net; and the other is, "The Bible and the British MuseliIll,"
by Ada R. Habershon, price 2s. 6d. net. The first of these is for young
people, who are conducted in a very delightful manner through the
Roman, Egyptian, Assyrian, and Babylonian sections of the Museum,
and instructed regarding the historical treasures to be found there.
But the main point is that those who read this book, and those who
use it as a guide to the British Museum, have the abundant light from
the monuments thrown upon the Book of books, and their faith in the
Word of God may, and ought to be, thereby strengthened. In these
days of abounding unbelief, it is surely the duty of Christians to use
all the opportunities which God has placed within their reach for
obtaining a firmer grasp of His Word. And it is in the highest degree
important that the young should be fortified to resist the assaults of
Rationalism with which they are bound to be confronted.
"The Bible and the British Museum" is for grown-up people, and
is equally admirable in its way. In a preface written by Sir Robert
Anderson, he says, " I have read it with very great interest, and I hope
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to have it as my companion in future visits to the great Bloomsbury
treasure-house. But its chief value will not be as a guide-book to the
Museum, but as a hand-book to the Bible." There are chapters on the
Roman Gallery, the Ephesus Room, the Elgin Gallery, the Hittite
Section, the Nimroud Central Saloon, the Assyrian Saloon and Basement, the Nineveh Gallery, the Egyptian Rooms, Babylouian and
Assyrian Room, Early Christian Antiquities, Phamician Remains,
under which heading is included the Moabite Stone, and the Egyptian
Gallery. There are other chapters on " How we got our Bible," and
"Church History," and a general review in conclusion. There are
beautiful plates of the several rooms, which are a valuable addition to
the letterpress. We are surprised, however, that the writer of this
second book considers that the prophecies concerning the destruction
of Babylon have not yet been fulfilled, and that Babylon itself will be
rebuilt. Otherwise we have no criticisms to offer.
The following extract from the chapter on the Nineveh Gallery will
give some idea of the spirit of the book: "A few months ago," the
writer says, "when visiting the British Museum with some friends, we
found that' spring cleaning' was in full swing. Not only had the
walls and floor been painted and washed, but the monuments themselves were being thoroughly cleansed. The glass had been taken
from before the great slabs which represent the building of Sennacherib's
palace, and a workman was kneeling in front of one of them with a
-bucket of water by his side, and in his hand a scrubbing brush, which
he was using vigorously. As we watched him he was concentrating
all his energies on the corner of the great bas-relief, and was doing his
best by means of a plentiful supply of soap and water to remove the
evident traces of the smoke and fire which had blackened it. When
asked if the marks, of which he was trying to get rid, were not caused
by fire, he at once agreed, but looked surprised at the next question:
'Do you know what you are doing ~ You are trying to wash away
the evidence that God's Word has been fulfilled. Those marks of fire
are the proof of the fulfilment of prophecy! Pointing to the book in
my hand, in which were pasted passages of Scripture illustrated by the
monuments, I showed him the prophecy of Nahum about Nineveh
(Nah. iii. 13, 15): 'The fire shall devour thy bars . . . there shall the
fire devour thee.' This prophecy, uttered many years before the
destruction of Nineveh, was actually fulfilled, Nineveh was destroyed
by fire, and the evidence was before our eyes. The overseer, who was
also in the gallery, was greatly interested in these passages of Scripture;
and although the workman continued his scrubbing, we did not think
he tried quite so hard to wash the charred stone. He had already
found that he could not get out the black stains." An index adds to
the value of the book.

======

THE righteousness of God, whereby He justifieth sinners, and
sanctifieth the justified, and executeth judgment for His reconciled
people, is the sweetest object of the church's joy.-David Dickson_
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THE EXPERIMENTAL PARDON OF SIN SOUGHT BY
PRAYER.
A SERMON DELIVERED ON THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 22, 1852, BY
THE REV. J. J. WEST, M.A., RECTOR OF WINCHELSEA, SUSSEX, IN
THE CHURCH OF THE UNITED PARISHES OF ST. AUGUSTINE AND
ST. FAITH, WATLING STREET, LONDON.
" For this shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee in a time when
Thou mayest be found,. surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him. Thou art my hiding-place,. Thou shalt preser've
.me from trouble,. Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance.
Selah."-PSALM xxxii. 6, 7.
THERE is something very solemn, something very moving in finding
myself, a poor, wretched, hell-deserving sinner, occupying the conspicuous position of standing in a pulpit, and addressing my fellowsinners upon those realities and vastnesses which concern eternity
and the things of God's kingdom! And although we are in the constant
habit of these things, yet, without the grace of God is poured out and a
blessing granted, the habit dwindles down into a mere dry and barren
fornl. Contemplate for a moment the vastness of the subject, the
solemnity of the purpose, on which we are now occupied and engaged.
How is it in the House of Parliament i-when a member there stands
up to speak, great attention is given, and there is such earnestness in
listening that you may hear often (as it were) a pin drop in that
assembly? But what are the affairs of any earthly kingdom when
put in contrast with the eternal and vast realities of the things of God !
The text has been applied with such unctuous power to my own soul,
that I feel that it is intended for some poor sinner, or sinners here; may
it be for the good of the church now assembled together before me. And
without further preface, and in alone dependence on the blessed and all
effectual teaching of God the Holy Ghost, without whom, and without
whose superhuman power I am but useless in the pulpit, I would now
preach to you something concerning the great things which the text
contains. First of all, just consider the character of the Psalm; and
here I cannot do better than read you the words which I find at the
heading of the Psalm in the Bible. "Blessedness consisteth in remission
of sins. Confession of sins giveth ease to the conscience. God's
promises bring joy." Is not that a sermon of itself? I repeat that,
dear hearers, again, that" Blessedness consisteth in remission of sins."
I am wretched myself till I obtain pardon, and you must have fresh
pardon for fresh sins. Mark me ! we hold out no handle for sin, but
the very nature of man in the old Adam is such that he cannot help,
cannot stop sin-" the motions of sins." The" law in my members
warring against the law of my mind." "The law of sin and death,"
w bile in the possession of the " new man, which after God is created in
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righteousness and true holiness," we realize that mighty change by
which sin and the power of it, is conquered and subdued.
There is a great reality in the text It was penned after David's
fall. Oh! what are tM best of men! What was David without God's
upholding, all-sustaining grace? What was Peter without; God's
power? See how the Apostle turned coward even before a female
servant in Pilate's hall! "Lord! what is man that Thou art mindful
of him?" Oh, what a creature man is! Nothing but sin, as Isaiah
graphically describes him-" From tM sole of tM foot, even unto the
head, no soundness in it, wounds and bruises and putrifying sores."
And let me turn to that wonderful and striking statement in Matthew
xv. 19, showing 10hat man is-" Out of tM heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, tMfts, false witness, blaspMmies."
Oh, what a picture that of man! Out of man's heart all that comes!
I may point, indeed, as I have often done before in St. Augustine-'s
pulpit, to that well-chosen text under the Commandments at the
table-" For Chr-ist i$ tM e-nd of tM law for righteousness to everyone
that believeth." If that precious text had not been revealed to my
soul with power in all its breadth, and length, and depth, and height,
I should go distracted under the intensity of the sin that" dwelleth
in me," in myoId Adam nature. But Christ has satisfied the
demands of the law. He has fulfilled it. He has kept it. And,
therefore, God, being a just J ehovah, cannot demand payment for sin
a second time. God has punished sin in the Person of His Son, and,
therefore, His dear people are justified and free. "Thou art all fair
my love, there is no spot in thee." Oh, what a mystery! and all
according to this !-" According as He hath chosen us in Him before
tM foundation of tM world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love."
But I proceed to the subject in the text. Now I will read this
text slowly over, and see whether the Spirit of God teaches you on
it without any preaching of mine. "For this shall everyone that is
godly pray unto Thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in
tM floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. Th01t art
my hiding-place,. Thou shalt preserve me fram trouble,. thou shalt
compass me about with songs of deliverance."
First, "For thi$." What is "THIS"? Do you know? Has it
struck you? Have you hung over it? Prayed over it? Realized it ?
" For this." For WHAT? "For this shall e-very one that is godly."
Now there's the character! "everyone that is godly." No one cares
about that "this" but tM " godly" man! The mere professor cares
nothing about it. The Papist cares nothing aboutlit. The Arminian
cares nothing about it. "For this shall everyone that i$ godly pray unto
Thee." Here we have prayer; and there are three things spoken of :_
1. The thing spoken of-" For this."
2. The character-" Everyone that is godly."
3. Prayer-" For this shall every one that is godly pray." And then
4. Prayer at a particular time-" In a time wMn Thou mayest be
found."
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Mark this! there are times when God cannot be found;
though we may seek Him, we have to mourn an absent God, when in
darkness and desolation we realize Jeremiah's words-" He shuUeth
out my prayer." Do you know anything of experiencing the door
being bolted and barred, so that you cannot come into your Father's
presence? But there are times when God does hear His child pray.
" In a time when Thou mayest be found,. " and then we have peace and
comfort--for "surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come
nigh unto him." We cannot be deluged then-" They shall not come
nigh unto him." Here I am sure I have text enough, yet listen to the
remainder of it--" Thou art my hiding-place,. Thou shalt preserve me
from trouble,. Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."
Well now, the " this." "For this!" (that is, for the forgiveness of
sin) "shall everyone that is godly pray!" The poor Papist thinks
that he can get something by confessing to his priest, by going to the
.confessional, and by attending to all the forms and follies of Popery.
But these things will not, cannot, satisfy a living man. "For this
shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee in a time when Thou mayest
be found." Now, dear hearers, observe, David felt his sins-David had
been in a desperate spot. Let me read you the previous experience
of this child of God-" When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through
my roaring all the day long." A child of God in such a state cannot be
silent--Oh! no, it must come out, he must pour out his soul unto the
Lord. "For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture
is turned into the drought of summer." There is a reality in that experience. It cannot be counterfeited. Impossible! The mere
churchman, the mere dissenter knows nothing of it. It is an intense
reality. If the profession of a man goes no further than a mere
attendance on forms, it is nothing, it must go with us wherever we
are. You remember that sweet hymn we sung here a few Thursdays
ago:" From Thy house when I return,
Make my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,
• I have walked with God to-day! ' "
The meaning of which is, that there may be an abiding power felt and
known and this can only be done by the Lord. " Not by might nor
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." Were I to preach
to you with all the energy and power of the Apostle Paul, you could
not keep the word in your hearts, unless God burnt it into you. It is
said of Irons, that when dying, he was heard to say-" I the Lord do
keep it ! " Oh, yes, God is the Keeper! Self-dependence is infidelitythe rankest infidelity! David declares-" Blessed is the man that
trusteth in Thee." Are you God-trusters? He only can forgive sins.
" For this shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee "-for the pardon,
the experimental pardon of sin. Do you think your sins are pardoned ?
Have you had a manifestation 1 Have you had on that momentous
point a " thus saith the Lord"? "Blessed is he ,,·hose transgression i..
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forgiven, whose s·in is covered." Do you know the meaning of "sin
covered "~ Put that word, "sin covered," beside Solomon's word in
Proverbs, " Love covereth all sins," and I will turn also to a passage
that now sweetly flows into my heart, in the Book of Micah (" covered
sin" you know is the subject I am speaking on)-" Who is a God like
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of
the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever, because
He delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will have compassion
upon us ,. He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their
sins into the depths of the sea." "Passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage!" "His own elect!" He never pardons
others! Pharaoh was not pardoned. Iscariot was not pardoned!
O! no, it is "the remnant." "The remnant of His heritage. He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy." "He
will turn again, He will have compassion upon us ,. He will subdue our
iniquities,. and Thou will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea."
Have you observed that remarkable Scripture, " the depths of the sea "?
The similes of Scripture are to be deeply observed, "the depths of the
sea." Now if you throw anything into the sea, unless it be thrown
into the" depths of the sea," the ebbing and the flowing tide will wash
it up again on the shore. Not so when thrown into the depths! The
tide has no power there, in the depths. So our sins! Mark this
comparison. The sins of the elect,. "of the remnant of His heritage,
are thrown into the depths of the sea, never to be seen again! "

" Love's abysses there exploring!
'Tis beyond the seraph's ken,
Prostrate at Thy feet adoring,
\Ve revere Thy love to men."
Angels know nothing of this. It is said-" Which things the angels
desire to look into." If I were preaching to a congregation of angels
they could not understand me. But some of you can! Because you
know what it is to have" the love of God shed abroad in your hearts by
the Holy Ghost which·is given unto you." This is the love that covers all
sin. There are those before me in the church who, I know are professing men: but are you possessed of grace ~ Be not angry with me
when I search you on this point. Have you" passed from death unto
life"? Profession is not possession. Look at London. Look at
the country. Look at our watering-places. Evangelicism aboundsthe form is everywhere-but where, where is the real thing-the power ~
There is such a thing as counterfeiting the Gospel. There is such a
thing as forging the reality. But" love covers all sins, and for this
shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee."
Now, my dear hearers, you know, and I know, that when grace has
once entered into the heart, really entered the heart, that what we then
want is the pardon of sin. But you must be first convinced of sin,.
feelingly know that you are a sinner. Are you each so convinced ~
Is it a reality in your heart ~ All men know something of sin, in a
6
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certain sense-the parish constable, though he may be as carnal as
possible, knows something of sin in a mere moral point of view; but
sin must be known, felt, groaned under. Have you been brought to
this 1 if so, that text under the Commandments will be precious" Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that belteveth."
There are those Ten Commandments-the first, second, third, fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth, and each and all demanding implicit obedience-" by the law is the l.'"1Iowlerk]e of sin."
Every Sunday that law is read to the people, and the response made,
" Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law."
Yet how few know anything, or care anything really about it. How
often it is mere form. But when the law has really done its work,
then it drivcs the soul TO CHRIST. "By the law t$ the krwwlerk]e 0/ sin! "
said Paul, "the law is our schoolmaster unto Christ." Have you been
in the school of God 1 We hear in these days a great cry for education.
We have heard it canvassed in the House of Commons, and it is a cry
in a good and a great cause; I say not a word against it; nay, on the
contrary, I say, educate, enlighten, civilize the people! yea, even put
a tax on the people in order to educate the people. But neither the
House of Commons, nor the House of Lords, nor the Privy Council,
nor all men put together can teach or educate in the things of God, in
the deep things of His kingdom. That is a work which God Himself
only can accomplish. "Who teacheth like Him" 1 Man can ouly be
convinced of sin by the Holy Ghost. The law must be applied to the
heart before sin can be known or the Gospel prized and loved. Those
who heretically hold that awful error of perfection in the flesh, or
progressive sanctification, know nothing of vital truth. The Apostle
James says (and the Arrninians continually quote him, and blasphemously pervert his meaning, saying that he is more practical than
Paul)-yet what says the Apostle J ames 1 "For whosQI?;ver shall
keep the whole 14w, and yet offend in one point, he is guiUy of all." One
wicked thought, one unchaste glance of the eye, is sin, and brings in
guilt and condemnation! How clearly therefore this Scripture proves
that perfection in the flesh is impossible. "For whosoever shall keep
Oh,
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guiUy 0/ all."
would you stand before God and be judged according to what you had
done, or had not done! What has been our confession at the opening
of our service in the desk 1 " We have left undone those things which
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought
not to have done, and there is no health in us." Did you know the
meaning of those words; or was it a mere Church form, a tiring of
course 1 Paul says, " For the good that I would I do not, but the evil
which I would not, that I do." Man then must be convinced of sin, or
he can never be sorry for it. Read the Epistle to the Romans. Sin, and
the conviction of sin in the heart, and contrition for it, is such a vast
subject, that I should be preaching all night if I were to begin upon it.
" For this shall everyone that is godly pray unto Thee," even for the felt
pardon of sin in the soul.
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Bear with me, my hearers. You must be convinced of sin, of sin in
yourselves,. but I cannot conceive a sweeter test of Christianty in a
man than havin~ a felt sense of sin in a heart broken on account of that
sin. Professing, talking, gossiping, is nothing. There is too much
of that. But when a man can say, and does say, out of a broken
heart--" God be merciful to me a sinner!" the man who feels that, and
so cries to. the Lord, is a Christian " born again" of the Holy Ghost,
and he shall never, and can never, be lost. I think it was dear
Irons who said, "Satan shall never be able to say in eternity, Here
comes a wretch turned out of the family of God." Oh, no-" I give
unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of My hand." The translators of the Bible have inserted the
.word" man," but in the Greek it is "neither shall any," not as referring
to man only, but nothing shall pluck them out of My hand; no devil,
no sin, no flesh no world, no self, nothing shall! Oh, that self! worse
than all!
" Keep us from the rocks and shelves,
Keep us chiefly from ourselves."
Convinced of sin, man must be, before he can feel sorrow and distress
on account of it. You cannot be convinced of sin unless you have
received the gift of the Holy Ghost; and grace once bestowed is given
for ever-there is no such thing as falling finally from grace. How
awfnl is that heresy of some, that a man may be in grace to-day, and
in hell to-morrow. Oh, no. "For this shall everyone that is godly
pray unto Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found." Is there a poor
sinner here really convinced of sin lOne like the publican, crouching
down in a corner, fearing even to lift up an eye to heaven. Look now
at the contmst! see the difference between the Publican and the
Pharisee. Mark the two men: they both" went up into the temple to
pray." "The Pharisee stoood and prayed thus with himself: God, I
thank Thee, that I am not as other men"-(here was arrogance and pride)
- " extortioners, uniust, adulterers, or even as this publican! I fast
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess,." and so he ought; he
only did in this the things he was honestly bound to do by law; but
" the publican, standing afar of], would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven,. " he could not lift up even an eye, he felt his sin so deeply and
intensely-" but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a
s-inner." Is there a brother or sister before me in this church who
knows what it is to be so cast down, overwhelmed-" cast down, but
not destroyed" 1 Oh, that is a safe spot to be in; we want not noisy
profession. I love the silent Christian, the man so oppressed at times
with a sense of sin and self that he cannot open his mouth. "I was
dumb, I opened not my mouth, because Thou didst it." It is not noise,
nor talk, nor externalism. No, the sepnlchre indeed may appear
very beautiful outward, all white and clean-but what is it within?"fnll of dead bones and all uncleanness." I repeat it, that there must be
a conviction of sin in the heart before the cry for pardon is heard, and a
feeling sense of sin is an evidence that grace is given; " when He is come,
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He Will reprove (or convince) the world of sin-(that is the Church !)" OF SIN because they believe not on ME." Hence you see we go on step
by step. First, there must be, and is, the conviction of sin in the
heart. Oh what a reality that is! I wonder whether every one
amongst this large congregation, hearing me preach, really feels his
sins, his own personal guilt and sin. Have you an evidence that God
has taught you this 1 None else can. It is all of God. No one
can'make a Christian but He who made the world. What did we
hear just now in the desk of the reprobate Absalom 1 A godly father
cannot ensure a godly child. Grace does not run in the blood, nor
in families. Look at that remarkable passage in the Gospel of J ohn" But as many as received Him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on His name." Do you know wlutt it is
to have power to be a son of God 1 To go to God as a Father in
Christ, and in the sweet spirit of adoption to open your heart and pour
out the soul to Him 1 "To them gave He power to become the sons of
God." (It is a gift, you see.) " Which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." Here is the
best aristocrary, here we have the best red book. "Who's Who?"
" which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God." Aristocratic blood, the highest earthly extraction,
cannot ensure Christianity in the heart; neither can the will of man.
" No man can come to Me except the Father which hath sent ME draw
him." I like to prove things from the Scriptures; and now mark" And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and
truth." There then we see the Elder Brother entering the world for
your redemption, if you are one of His own chosen people. "The
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." But we shall experience
many falls by the way. There is no perfection in the flesh; the poor
sinner knows this well. How was it with David 1 That golden
prayer in Psalm cxix.-" Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe, and I will
have respect unto Thy statutes continually" was David's cry when he
knew and felt his own weakness; and such is the cry of every poor
sinner who knows the pathway. The faithful minister must thus
discriminate in preaching the doctrines of unconditional and unmerited grace.
" Let God be true, and every man a liar."
Salvation is by grace alone. Hear God's word-" Even so then, at this
present time also, there is a remnant according to the election of grace."
(Does that include you 1) "And if by grace, then no more of works ,.
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more
grace: otherwise work is no more work. Wlutt then? Israel hath not
obtained that which he seeksth for,. but the election hath obtained it, and
the rest were blinded." There I would leave that mighty subject.
Why God chose some and not others is a mystery, and amongst the
secret things which belong unto the Lord! but we must preach the
truth as it is written-" J acob have I loved, but Esau have I hated."
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Do you remember the reference I made the other Thursday evening to
the 27th chapter of Genesis! when Jacob obtained the blessing-the
question asked-" How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? "
and the reply, " Because the Lord thy God brought it to me." Ah! there
it was! why he found it so quickly. Oh, yes, that is the best blessing"That come by Jacob's kids,
And not from Esau's bow."
This is a great mystery-but" shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right?" And here we come to the point, to the individual experience. Am I, are you, elect from all eteruity, to be with God for etJer.?
Oh, what a mercy to have a mind exercised with this-Am I one for
whom Christ died ? am I amongst the godly ones?
But now, my hearers, as to the point in the text--" For this shall
every one that is godly pray unto Thee." Pray to be delivered from the
burden of sin. Oh, what a reality! If you are a child of God, and
really taught experimentally, you will know something of this. The
child of God cannot coquet with sin. " Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abou.nd? God forbid!" A child that has once burnt his
fingers knows what fire is, and will not play with fire again. So the
Christian. Sin is hateful to him, and though full of it, he loathes it,
and abhors self because of it. Hence that wise advice of Solomon, in
Proverbs iv. 15-" Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away! "
Do not trust to yourself to pass by it. It may ensnare you then" pass not by it, but turn away!" To illustrate this-If there be a
snare before you in Cheapside, then turn away and go down Aldersgate
Street instead. Do not trust yourself. Go not near the· temptation.
"Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." But the
character spoken of in the text is the "godly" man-·"everyone that
is godly." What is a godly man! We speak of a man of rank, we
speak of a duke, a marquis, an earl, a viscount, a baron, a baronet, a
knight! We speak of a man of fortune! A man of property. A
man of talent. A man of business. We know what all these mean.
In the text, we hear of " etJery one that is godly." Do you know what
that means! It is the highest rank of all. It is the man of God.
Such a man has the passport into heaven itself, through Christ,
"the Way, the Truth, and the lAfe." And you must be born of
the Spirit, or you know nothing of true godliness. I once heard
Philpot say, that if he had the power to put his hand upon
the most sincere child of God who was hearing him preach,
he would put it on the most humble, upon the one who felt most
lowly in himself; and so it is. Humility is the test of grace in the
heart--" before honour is humility." You will never really honour
Christ till the Holy Ghost has made you humble; but, oh, how
ensnaring is pride, and how full man is of it. Hart says so strikingly:
" The heart uplifts with God's own gifts,
And makes e'en grace a snare! "
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Solomon says-" Pride godh before destruction, and a OOughty spirit
before a fall!" Now I want to ask you, are you godly ones ~ Do not
be angry with me. A man who does not search a congregation is of no
use in the pulpit. Hence the necessity (and there is great dearth of
that)· of preaching th~ work and office of the Third Person in the Godhead, the Holy Ghost. There is plenty of preaching Christ, and we
love to hear that He is lifted up everywhere, but there must be the
preaching of the work of the Holy Spirit also, Who bringeth out of
bondage into glorious liberty, that Uberty of which the Apostle speaks,
" TluJ perfect law of liberty." And Christ says-" If tluJ Son, tluJrefore,
skall make you free, ye sOO11 be free indeed." And as the sainted
Cowper once declared.. He is the freeman whom tluJ Truth makes free,
And all are slaves beside."
There is a great talk of liberty in England; and I thank God that
England does stand distinguished in this respect. But we are free
only in the higbest and best sense, when we are made free by Christ
.Tesus. .. Stand fast, tluJrefore, in tluJ liberty wherewith Christ hath made
m free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." The
Galatians had been made free, but they got into bondage again by
listening to Arminian teachers, and hear what Paul says to them.. 0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth,
cruci{iid among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye tluJ
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so
foolish? OOving begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? "

They had got under Arminian preaching. Oh, take care of it.
London is full of it. Avoid it. You do not object to the cry, "No
Popery," nor do I; but I want to hear also, " No Arminianism," for
that is worse than Popery; yes, ten times worse than Popery. Listen
to me, "For if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing"that is, if you depend upon forms and ceremonies-" Christ shall profit
you nothing!" Oh no, it must be all one thing or all the other!
" Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangkd again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul
.say unto you, That if ye be circumcised, Christ shall prOfit you nothing.
For·I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to
do the whole law. Christ is become of no eOect unto you, whoSOCiJe7 of you
are iustified by the law,. ye are falkn from grace."
I have before preached to you that a child of God cannot fall finally

from grace. It is impossible, but this word means-Ye are fallen
from the profession of the Truth-from the Gospel of Grace! not
from the Grace of tluJ Gospel. There is a great distinction here. And
are there any such before me! Any sitting at any time under unsound
doctrine. Beware! Election-particular Redemption (as distinguished from the universal scheme), and Regeneration by the absolute,
sovereign, irresistible power of Divine Grace. This is Truth. And
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this is what we preach to you. This church is a favoured spot. I
delight when I come to London from time to time, and as I leave the
station, to find my eye settling on St. Augustine's spire. There is
truth in the place. It is a favoured church.
" For this shall everyone tlmt is godly pray .l.1Ito Thee in a time when
Thou mayest be found," or as it is in the margin, " In a time of finding."
The child of God knows what it is to have, at times, his prayer shut
out. He knows what it is, at times, to be as the Psalmist was, "shut
up, and I cannot come forth," to be like Peter, in Herod's prison, but
he shall be visited at the set time of favour. Says the Psalmist" Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour her,
yea, the set time is come." I will turn to another passage in Jeremiah,
that opened upon me as I entered the pulpit this evening-" And it
shall come to pass when seventy years are accomplished at Babylon, that
I will visit you, and perform my good word towards you, in causing you
to return to this place, for I "''nOw the thoughts tlmt I think concerning
you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end." (Now compare this with my text)-" For this shall
everyone that is godly pray unto Thee in a time .ohen Thou mayest be
found," or" in a time of finding." Have you been in Babylon? You
see you must be there before deliverance can come. "Then shall ye
call upon Me, and ye shall go and pray unto Me, and I will hearken unto
you, and ye shall seek Me and find Me when ye shall search for Me, with
all your heart." Christianity is a heart service; and then the word goes
on-" And I will be found of you, saith the Lord: and I will turn away
your captivity, and I will gather you from all nations, and from all the
places whither I have driven you, saith the Lord.. and I will bring you
again into the place where I caused you to be carried away captive." The
poor captive shall be restored from Babylon! the repenting, brokenhearted prodigal shall be received safe and sound at his father's house.
" I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants." And this reminds
me of Hart's sweet hymn on the Prodigal :" What treatment since he came?
Love tenderly expressed;
What robe is brought to hide his shame?
The best, the very best.
" Rich food the servants bring,
Sweet music charms his ears;
See what a beauteous costly ring
The beggar's finger wears !
" Ye elder sons be still ;
Give no bad passion vent:
My brethren, 'tis our Father's will,
And you must be content.
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" All that he has is yours :
Rejoice then, not repine,
That love for all your state secures,
That love has altered mine!
" Good God! are these Thy ways?
If rebels thus are freed,
And favoured with peculiar grace,
Grace must be free indeed! "
Now am I not preaching a reality to you? Have you not felt it,
some of you? I have! 0 friends, I may turn to what the Apostle
John says in the opening of his first Epistle-" That which was /TCYm
the beginning, which we have heard, 10hich we have seen with our eyes,
which we have loolred upon, and our hands have handled, 0/ the Word of
life (/or the Life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness,
and show unto you that eternal Life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us),. that which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us,. and truly our fello'Wship
is 'With the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." But I must not
dwell-" For this shall every one that is godly pray unto Thee in a time
when Thou mayest be found."
You observe, dear hearers, there is to be a continuance in prayer
-prayer till the Lord is found. It is charged against the Free
Grace ministers of Christ that we would do nothing. What said
Paul ?-" Bm by the grace of God I am what I am: and His grace
which was bestowed upon me was not l:n vain,. buJ; I laboured
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with us." Grace was all to him. "By the grace of God I
am what I am," but he "laboured more abundantly than they all: yet
not I, buJ; the grace 0/ God 'Which was with me." Paul says, " Continue in
prayer." And remember also," Not every <me that sa-ith unto Me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdmn of heaven,. buJ; he that doelh the 'Will of
My Father which is i.n heaven." God's will must be done. Grace ouly
can enable us to do that. Now how is it with ourselves? How is it
with you, men of business? Look to yourselves. You say, that you
must keep business hours. Well! I would not say a word against
that. But if you find that keeping those hours interferes with higher
and holier things, then learn of Him who is the Christian's Exemplar.
Look at Christ-" And in the morning, rising up a great while be/ore
day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed."
If your Christianity does not cost you something-some inconvenienceyou may depend upon it, there is something grievously out of order
in the state of things. May God bless this hint to you. May yours be
a heart-service-really so, and may you be led to exclaim :" Oh, make this heart rejoice or ache;
Decide this doubt for me ;
And if it be not broken, breakAnd heal it, if it be."
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Have you ever said so in real prayer 1 But I must go to the other
part of the text-" Surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him." "Many waters," says Solomon, "cannot
quench love, neither can the floods drown it." Mark these two texts.
" Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if
a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would uUerly
be contemned." "Surely in the floods of great waters they shall not
come nigh unto him!" Oh, what a difierence there is between the
old solider, the man who has received many a sabre cut and many
a gun·shot wound, who knows what it is to fight in the ranks, amid
all the dangers of the battle-field, compared with soldiers that are only
sentinels about the palace-and so it is with the child of God. Many
a battle and many a fight-" [n the floods of great waters they shall not
come:mgh unto him."
"When foiled by temptation she goes,
And makes the atonement her stay;
There pardon eternally flows,
And love wipes her sorrows away.
And when with her pardon she's blest,
Communion with Jesus she gains;
No longer a sinner distrest,
For on her Beloved she leans."
Do you know what it is to lean upon the Beloved 1 Do you know
what it is to feel emphatically" tke weaker vessel"? What says the
W ord-" Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon
her beloved?" And in Hosea-" And it shall be in that day, saith the
Lord, thou shalt call me [shi, and shall call me no more Baali." No
more Lord, but Husband.
I have not got half through my subject-and time will not allow me
now to enter upon the other verse. I can only just allude to it" Thou art my hiding-plooe; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble;
Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." These words
require no preaching on! How sweet they are to the poor and needy.
See also Isaiah xxv. 4-" For Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow
from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones 1$ as a storm against the
wall." "When the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the
wall." Mark that simile. "When the blast of the terrible ones is as
a storm against the wall." When it recoils back again on the poor
soul-when it cannot escape, but bounds and rebounds. But from all
this, Christ is a hiding·place, a refuge from the storm! a shadow from
the heat !-" [ will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor
people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord."
And now, in finishing, let me read you this solemn word:
" Now, thank8 unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in
every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them
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that are saved, and is them that perish,. to the one the savour of death
unto death,. and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is
sufficient for these things? For we are not as many, which corrupt the
word of God,. but a,'1 of sincerity, but as of God, in the si1jht of God,
speak we in Christ." There may be many here before me, amongst
this large crowd of people, who are only carnal. There may
be-and I believe there are-many of God's dear children. There
are old, and there are young. Oh, that tlus evening's ministry
may be made a real blessing. May the word be with power in your
hearts and memories-" For this shall everyone that is godly pray unto
Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great
waters they shaU not come ni1jh unto him. Thou art my hiding-place ..
Thou shalt preserve me from trouble.. Thou shalt compass me about
with songs of deliverance. Selah."
May God bless the Gospel for Christ's sake. Amen.

THE DEW AND THE MANNA_
WE read that in the wilderness, at the commencement of the forty
years' march of the children of Israel, miraculous food was sent to
sustain them during the many years of travel before them-angels'
food as it is called in the Psalms. This wondrous food, this manna,
speaks to us of Christ. He is the Bread of Life, the Bread which came
down from heaven-the sole sustenance of the believer. "Give me
Christ, or else I die," is his heartfelt cry.
There are many sweet lessons to be drawn from manna concerning
Christ in its shape, its colour, its sweetness, its descent from heaven,
its sufficiency for all, its daily advent, and in the impossibility of it~
being stored, but I would fain dwell only upon one or two precious
points. First of all, note the Divine preparations. We read in Exodus
xvi. a, " And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold upon the
face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the
hoar frost on the ground." This was manna. Does not this incident
speak to the heart of the Holy Spirit, Who, like the dew preparing
for the manna, makes ready the soil for the Divine manna, even Christ,
the entrance of Christ into the heart of the believer 1 Oh. dear reader,
you know and have felt that the Spirit of Life first breathed upon your
dark, hard, dead nature, softening it and quickening it into life and
light. You saw yourself exposed to Divine wrath, you saw your
mountain load of sin which must inevitably crush you unless help and
deliverance were immediately forthcoming. The spirit of truth and
grace convinced you of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. Then.
knowing, seeing, feeling you were sinful through and through, needing
a mighty Saviour, there was revealed the given Life, the Bread. even
His Body, the white, sweet, heaven-sent, sustaining, never-failing
manna of the soul; the Deliverer, the Atonement, the Substitute Who
became "sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." We often hear of "'the prepared heaven
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for the prepared people," and it is equally true that the prepared
Saviour is for the Spirit-prepared soul. As the manna descended upon
the bedewed ground, so the spiritual manna comes only on the Spiritquickel)ed soul.
Oh, dear tried soul, writing hard and bitter things against thyself,
afraid to own thyself a child, take comfort here. If He have so revealed
to thee thy emptiness and helplessness and woe, He has bedewed thy
soul and prepared thee for blessing. He will fill thee with Himself,
and along with Himself all joy and peace and eternal security. "I
will never, no never, no never forsake."
We read in another passage, Numb. xi. 9, "When the dew fell upon
the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it." Do you not see here
another sweet emblem? The dew fell in the night. When darkness was
around, then-oh, how gently it is expressed-on the dew-moistened
soil the manna fell. Thus in the darkness of the burden of sin and
utter absolute helplessness, in the heart-hunger for Jesus-without selfeffort or strain_Jesus Himself comes. He descends gently, graciously
as the manna, and His language is, " Eat, 0 friends, drink; yea, drink
abundantly, 0 beloved" (Sol. Song, v. 1). We read in Ps. cv. 40,
"He satisfied them with the bread of heaven." Well may the believer
say, "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the empty soul with
goodness." Or, as it is expressed in the beautiful language of Ps. ciii. :
"Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things." Yes," My people
shall be satisfied with My goodness." That goodness is Christ, and the
Father is satisfied with His righteousness: " My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased."
There is a very sad incident in the history of the manna, and one
which may well appeal to the Church of Christ in the present evil day
of conformity to the world. We read (Numbers xi. 4): .. The mixed
multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children 0/ Israel
also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember
the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: but now our
soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our
eyes." Oh, one wonders how they could say so after the marvellous
constant, sustaining manna and the Promised Land in prospect. They
went even further than this in Numbers xxi. 5, saying, "Our soul
loatheth this light bread."
But are we not often the same 1 And is it not frequently because of
mixing with the world? We are not" unspotted from the world; "
mingling with the world which knows Him not, and loves Him not,
must needs defile the soul. How we can possibly crave after the
delights of the former state after tasting the joys of the Saviour's love
and forgiveness is passing strange. And the strangest of all is the
Lord's marvellous forbearance with His children. As of old, when He
sent the fiery serpents, He commanded the serpent of brass a1so, that
the guilty, stricken sinner should look and live; so it is now nationally,
socially, eccll'Siastically, and individually. Again and again hath He
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with marvellous loving-kindness looked upon us in pity and in sorrow.
He has forgiven the backsliding and loved us freely. He has bidden us
look up and live.
Then another expression concerning manna I should like to call
attention to-the expression, " Manna which thou knewest not." This
speaks to me not only of newly-found sweetness and sustenance before
unknown and uncomprehended, a God-revealed and God-sent newness-a newness which is individual and not communicated by knowledge. from our fathers; no feeding of others, no experiences of God's
children will suffice for us; it is personal dealing. There is another
sense in which the words" manna which thou knowest not" may be
viewed, and that is that often the Lord sends that which often
seems to be other than food for His dear people. Just as in a New
Testament passage we read of charges against God's elect, of condemnation by men, of tribulation, dist,ress, persecution, famine, nakedness,
peril and sword,-then the 'words follow, " In all these things we are
more than conqeurors through Him that loved us." They do not
appear like conquering qualifications, yet the apparent defeats themselves are victories. Again:" Our light affiiction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory." Or again, in another way (see Matt. xiv. 26, 27), "When
the disciples saw Him walking on the sea they were troubled, saying,
It is a spirit, and they cried out for fear. But straightway [note how
speedily, how tenderly He came to the rescue], Jesus spake unto
them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraid." It was JesusJesus Himself, the heavenly" manna which they knew not." Again
in John xx. 14, "She . . . saw Jesus standing, and knew not that
it was Jesus."
So in like manner we are often fed, nourished, strengthened with
manna that we know not, and Christ comes in painful or in surprising
guise, and we know Him not. But He ever gently admonishes, " Fear
thou not," and calls us by name.
Let US go forward, looking up and off unto Jesus Who is ever with
His own blood-bought people. We are surrounded with omnipotence
and love, "girt round with God," as I saw it expressed lately. Amongst
the many kind Christmas and New Year greetings that I received was
one from Sweden, which cheered me greatly-a picture of a bright,
sweet-faced little child, emblematical of the opening year. She was
bearing aloft in her hand triumphantly, as if it were a little flag of
victory, a telegram with the words, " God with us, 1910," It seemed a
message from Himself, an assurance of His never-failing presence,
and that-" He Who has helped us hitherto,
Will help us all our journey through,
And give us daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
"God with us, 1910," the sameyesterday,.and to-day, and for ever.
If God be for Uil and with us, who and what shall be against us ~ He will
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daily feed us with manna, sweet food from heaven, which He Himself
has prepared, the Bread of Life, which is His Body. "He that eateth
this Bread shall live for ever."
And when we reach the New Jerusalem above, "they shall hunger
no more." The Lamb Himself shall feed them. His visible glory;
His personal presence, the one sole ravishing object of the Happy City,
will be everlasting joy and life and food. There will be rivers of
pleasures for evermore. The Lamb and His Bride will then appear as
one. No more will the world mingle or sin distress in any form. With
incorruptible and spiritual and glorious bodies we shall be like Him,
rejoicing with Him, eternally satisfied with and in Him, and He will
be satisfied in and with us.
NETTlE.
EATEN WITH BITTER HERBS.
" .And with bitter herbs they shall eat it."-ExoD. xii. 8.
TH.~T

prince of hymn.writers, Mr. Hart, has put much of the experience
of God's living family in that couplet :" Lord, what a riddle is my soulAlive when wounded, dead when whole."
Bitter things are found in the lot of God's dear children as they
prosecute their wilderness journey through the present time·state.
" Call me not Naomi," said one of them, "but call me Mara, for
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me, the Lord hath testified
against me, and the Almighty hath afilicted me."
But these bitter and affiictive things tend to drive the redeemed of
the Lord,
" To anchor in His grace."
They tend, under His gracious teaching, to make the poor sinner to
search diligently for the Man who is the hiding·place from the wind,
that they may hide themselves in Him, that they may be found in Him.
He is that tree of life to His dear people to·day that was pre·figured in
the wilderness, and preached by Moses to God's Israel of old; for he
sweetens their bitter waters to·day as their Marah was sweetened.
When Christ appeared in the flesh, John the Baptist proclaimed Him
to be the Lamb of God. "Behold," said John," the Lamb of God." He
was the Lamb slain (in the typical sacrifices) from the foundation of
the world ; and the Lamb of God, Who now once in the end of the
world hath appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
"Except," said He, "ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, ye have no life in you" (John vi. 53). But all God's quick·
ened elect have life in them, and it is to manifest and to exercise this
life that is in them by the Holy Spirit's indwelling and power that
they are all sooner or later, more or less, brought into the experience
of bitter things, yea, very bitter things. It is to endear Christ to
them in His obedience and blood. When these bitter things that fall
into their lot cause their souls to follow hard after Christ, in such a
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Scripture as: "So by the odedience of one shall many be made
righteous"; or that other: "the blood of J esns Christ, His Son,
cleanseth us from all s1n," there is found in Gospel times the fulness,
substance, and blessedness of Moses' word, "With bitter herbs they
shall eat it."
" Behold," said Hezekiah, "for peace I had great bitterness," and
again, "I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul";
but said he not also, " 0 Lord, by these things men live, and in all
these things is the life of my spirit" !
Ah, there was in his heart much hidden pride, and this the Lord was
mercifully pleased to reveal unto him, and to likewise humble him
before the Majesty of Jehovah, so that as a debtor to mercy alone he
owned it before God, and hated it, and himself, as the subject of so
odious a sin. Did not His poor, penitent disciple Peter, eat of Christ's
forgiving love at the very time he went out and wept bitterly 1 Paul
also knew what it was to feed upon Christ by faith and hope in a season
of bitter trouble, " For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of
our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of
measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life"
(2 Cor. i. 8). But in this bitter trouble-not after a cOl;poral nor carnal
manner, nor Popish manner-does the blessed Apostle eat Christ's flesh
and drink His blood; but by the faith of Christ, as one living a life of
faith on the Son of God; and so you have him set it forth and declare
it, "But we had the sentence of death in ourselves-surely there
must be bitterness in this-that we should not trust in ourselves, a
thing we are most prone to, but in God that raiseth the dead." And
see now how Jehovah begins to lift up his head, see what blessed
eating and feasting he lights upon in these words: "Who delivered
us from so great a death, and doth deliver," there is past Covenant
mercy, present Covenant mercy, and that pointing to and leading on
to future Covenant mercy-" In whom we trust He will yet deliver us."
All true Israelites-Gentiles as well as Jews--are led and taught this'
Divine spiritual experimental mystery, to feed by faith on Christ in a
time of trouble-{)n His person, His obedience, His blood, His promise,.
He revives them. He covers their head in a day of battle and war.
He raises them up to the end, and for that future eating and drinking
where there shall be no alloy, for sin, the cause, being done away, all
bitterness must of necessity be also done away.
As we began with Mr. Hart, we shall conclude with him : "When we incurr'd the wrath of God,
Alas! what could we worse 1
He came, and with His own heart's blood
Redeem'd us from the curse.
" This Paschal Lamb, our heavenly meat,
Was roasted in the flame;
Repeat, ye ransom'd souls, repeat,
, Salvation to the Lamb! ' "
G. A.
Birkenhead.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. E. H.F. COSENS, M.A.
TWELVE years since we published in these columns a Portrait and
Sketch 01 our much-loved and faithful Christian brother and friend,
the Rev. E. H. F. COSENS, Vicar of Trinity Church, Tewkesbury.
We have since watched his career and labours in the cause of
Evangelical and Protestant truth with unabated interest and thankfulness. We now, with sincere sorrow, mourn the loss of this dear
servant of Christ and fearless defender of His truth, whom, after a
comparatively short illness, He called to his heavenly rest on Friday,
the 14th of January. Dear brother! To the last he stood firm and
uncompromising in his adherence to the Faith of God's Elect, and to
the pure doctrines of the blessed Reformation. He had towards
the end of his illness given evidence of an improvement in his condition, but it rapidly came to a termination.
A large circle of godly friends and acquaintances will mourn
the loss of this able and consistent witness for the distinctive
truth of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. He was one of the
few remaining lovers of the "old paths," and refused to the
end of his days to cast off the use in the pulpit of the Reformation black gown; moreover, organizing a movement to unite
and enrol the scattered little remnant of Clergymen who likewise
in that respect refuse to adopt Dr. Pusey's policy and advice. God
greatly owned and prospered his earnest labours on those lines, and
Mr. COSENS has left a useful printed record of the result of his
endeavour to organize the forces of the faithful few who follow the
time-honoured lead and practice of the great Reformers.
It may be observed that our beloved brother was strongly opposed
to the modern innovation of church " Harvest" decorations, basing
his objections on Scriptural grounds, which were unassailable. For a
great number of years he presided at two Protestant Conferences at
Tewkesbury, which served as occasions for the gathering and intercourse of like-minded men.
His devoted, valuable, and untiring
labours in the interest of spiritual Protestant religion will, we trust,
serve as a powerful stimulus to those of us who remain. May God
grant it, for Christ's own sake.
JAMES ORMISTON.
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THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
By THE LATE REV. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(Concluded from page 41.)

Th£ Interment.
AFTER nll!the heart-affecting and appalling scenes we have been
witnessing, how beneficial to our spirits is the solemn stillness that
now reigns on Calvary! It is the preparation for the Sabbath, and
to us it seems just as if we heard the gentle sound of the Sabbath-bells
reaching us from a distance. The Gospel narrative which details to
us the circumstances attending our Lord's being taken down from the
cross-His being laid in the grave-and the watch which was set over
it-produce in us a tranquil and peaceful feeling. It is our last
meditation on the history of our Saviour's passiou. May the peace
of God which passeth understanding, be the precious fruit that we
shall derive from it !
The crowd have vacated the summit of Calvary. The Roman guard,
however, remains. Whether John was also there, we are not informed.
Profound silence reigns around. The bodies of the two malefactors
are taken down from their crosses, and their graves are being dug.
The crucified Redeemer, with His head crowned with thorns and
reclining upon His breast, still hangs solitary between heaven and
earth. You inquire what will next occur to His lifeless corpse ~ We
need not be anxious, my readers. His heavenly Father has already
made every arrangement. The grave-diggers are ordered, and the
vault prepared. Who is to inter Him ~ According to the law, it was
the duty of the executioners to bury Him on the place of execution.
But God ordered it otherwise. After the great High Priest's atoning
sacrifice had been offered up, He was not to be subjected to any further
ignominy. This would have been contrary to the order of the Divine
Btatutes. If He had brought His cause to a successful and triumphant
termination, honour and glory alone were henceforth His due. Such
was also the judgment of Almighty God. A funeral was to be given
to His Son, in the circumstances attending which, even the blindest
might perceive the overruling hand of Eternal Love. Two honourable
men-honourable not ouly in the eyes of men, but also before Godare entrusted with the interment of Immanuel's corpse; and a company of tried female disciples, to whom it will be a consolation to be
permitted to bathe the sacred body with their grateful tears, are to be
joined with them.
Let us not anticipate the narrative. We leave Mount Calvary for a
-few moments, and take our stand in the city of Jerusalem. Who is it
that is walking so hastily up the street that leads to the palace of the
Roman governor 1 The man seems to be the bearer of some important
commission. His countenance expresses it, and his haste betrays it.
Who is he ~ Jerusalem knows him, and numbers him amongst her
principal and most estimable citizens. It i~ J oseph, surnamed of
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Arimathea, his birthplace, which lay on the mountains of Ephraima man honoured with the universal confidence of his tribe, and at the
s~me time a member of the highest Jewish court of justice-the Sanhedrim. As such, he had been personally present at the whole of the
proceedings against Jesus, and in the course of them had acquired a
vital conviction, not only of the perfect innocence of the Accused, but
also of something more. He" had not consented to the counsel and
deed" of his associates, but yet he had not had the courage to enter ~.
strong and decided protest against it. The sentence pronounced upon
the Just One had excited his abhorrence; but a lamentable fear of man
had prevented him from doing more than withholding his consent.
Christ was led away to execution, and Joseph, in spirit, with Him, so
far as he was severely judged and condemned by his own conscience.
The bloody execution took place. We know not whether Joseph
beheld it from a distance, or learned its details from another. Be it
as it may, before he was aware, and whilst under the influence of a
powerful presentiment that the affair would terminate differently,
the startling announcement reached his ear that the Man of Nazareth
had just given up the ghost on the cross. What was still wanting of
an appalling nature in this intelligence, was fully made up by the
terrific phenolUenon of the earthquake, which occurred at the same
moment. We then see him sitting solitarily in his chamber at Jerusalem, and hear him say in broken sentences, "He is therefore dead l
They have slain Him whom they ought to have bound to the earth
by a thousand ties of love. Woe to the murderers! They have
extinguished, in His own blood, the fairest star that ever shone from.
heaven upon the world. They knew not what they did, but I knew.
Why did I not appear in His behalf? Why did I not confess myself
to be His disciple? Without Him, the world is a waste, and life·
worthless to me. But human favour was my idol, and of more value
to me than the honour which cometh from God. For the most trifling
price I have denied the Lord of Glory. He is now dead, and His ear'
will no longer hear the confession of my repentance, nor will His mouth
be able to speak a word of forgiveness to me. But is He really dead,
and will death be able to retain Him? The Man of Nazareth was.
either the promised Messiah, or the predictions of the prophets have
failed, and will never be fulfilled. And yet I never bowed the kcuee
to Him, and suffered Him to be slain without solemnly protesting
against it!" Such was the language which we may suppose Joseph
uttered to himself in his solitude, whilst, with a grieved heart, he
covered his face with his mantle. But suddenly rising up, he exclaims,
" Thou whom I ought to have honoured in life, let my homage in death
be acceptable to Thee!" So saying, he leaves his chamber and his
dwelling, and mingles with the crowd which throngs the streets.
What is J oseph's object? He is proceeding directly to the governor
to ask his permission to take down the Saviour from the cross, and
honourably inter Him in his own family sepulchre. He arrives at the
Roman palace, and after having been announced, he appears in the
7
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presence of Pilate, and says with firmness and in plain terms, "I am
come to beg of thee one thing-that thou wouldst give me the body
of Jesus, that I may prepare an honourable grave for Him as He
deserves."
Pilate is not a little astonished at such a request from the lips of a
Jewish senator; but, evidently to conceal the feelings which are
excited within him, he expresses his astonishment, first of all, that the
Nazarene should be already dead. To assure himself of this, he imme·
diately sends for the commander of the guard; and on his appearing,
inquires most carefully respecting the three men that had been crucified. But in spite of the quiet official mien which he seeks to put on,
it does not escape us that he sympathises with the deeply affected
senator, although in a smaller degree. Nor can he call to mind the
image of the murdered Nazarene without feeling pervaded by emotions
of decided veneration. Even in the surprise with which he hears the
ncws that Jesus is already dead, I think I see reflected something of
the powerful presentiments, which his soul was unable to resist, at the
thought of Him who was crucified. Besides, his conscience accuses
him respecting his conduct towards One whom he knew to be guiltless;
and that he should experience, now that He was dead, an honourable
funeral, such as J oseph intended, corresponded so entirely with his
own wishes and feelings, that he readily gives his permission, as if his
own heart were relieved by so doing.
J oseph heartily thanks the governor, and hastens from him as joy'
fully as if he had gained a great treasure, in order, first of all, to
purchase the finest linen he can procure, and at the same time the
most costly ointment and spices. And if the whole world should wish
to know for whom they were intended, he would have testified aloud
that they were for his Lord and King. And though the Sanhedrim
should warn, or go so far as to threaten him with a removal from office,
or even something worse, let them do so. J oseph will then still more
loudly exclaim, that it is for his King, his Lord, and his Prince of
Peace, that he is making these funeral preparations. The narrative
states, that "he went in boldly to Pilate;" but to him it did not
seem too bold. He would gladly have sacrificed anything for Jesus,
if by so doing he could have made amends for what he had neglected
to do whilst he was living.
We leave him, and return to the place of execution. Oh see, who
has meanwhile arrived there! We recognize the man who is standing,
mute and motionless, like a statue, beneath the cross, and is looking
up with devout and tearful eyes. J oseph finds in him a companion in
spirit; for he has to repent of the same thing, and burns with desire,
like him, to make amends for his fault. And who is this contemplative
;stranger 1 We are 38 well acquainted with him as with J oseph. It
js Nicodemus, J oseph's colleague in office, that Pharisee who came to
Jesus, desirous of learning and anxious for salvation, but by night;
because in him also the fear of the Jews at least equalled his love for
the truth. He, likewise, has thrown aside the disgraceful fetters
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which bound him. Truly we see marvellous things occurring in the
vicinity of the cross. If we were to say to one ignorant of the facts,
" Observe two individuals, belonging to the first ranks in society, who,
when Jesus still walked abroad in the majesty of His supernatural
acts, did not venture to make known their favourable impressions
respecting Him, for fear of being condemned by public opinion-now
that the termination of His course seems to have stamped Him as a
pitiable enthusiast-honour Him as their King before all the people,
and with uplifted hands swear fealty beneath the tattered banner of
His ruined kingdom "-would He be able to believe it? Sooner
would he credit anything else; and yet such is the case. Now that,
with one single exception, all His disciples, and even His most confidential ones, have forsaken Him-now that Jesus no longer rebukes
the winds and the sea, but swims in His blood, being Himself overcome
-just now, when nothing but defeat is apparent in Him-at the
moment when His cause seems to suffer the most decided shipwreckboth of them lay aside the mask, and come forth from their retreats,
freely and openly, \\;th the frank confession that they join the cause
of the crucified Jesus, and thereby tacitly condemn His execution
as a judicial murder, and accuse, in particnlar, the whole Sanhedrim
of the crying sin of having imbrued their hands in the innocent blood
of the Holy One of Israel. And who is it that has thus suddenly
opened their eyes? It is the Spirit of the living God. The germ of
faith which, all at once, manifests itself so gloriously and so fully
developed, had long lain in their hearts, though bound, and as if under
the sod. From out of the thunder-cloud that brooded over Calvary,
abundant grace has proceeded, and hence it is t,hat we see it so freely
and powerfully manifeRted.
After Nicodemus had meditated awhile with unspeakable emotion
at the sight of the cross, J oseph also reaches the summit of Calvary ;
and how cordially does he greet his associate in mind and spirit! Then,
after conversing a short time confidentially together, and making the
soldiers acquainted with the permission they have received from the
governor, they begin their mournful and yet blissfnllabours. Ladders
are fetched, and planted against the cross of the Prince of Peace, and
they reverentially ascend to the corpse, feeling, at the same time, as if
they were mounting the steps of some sacred temple. Lovely scene!
a scene full of profound meaning, and whilst viewing it, we join in the
words of the poet, and sing" Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Which before the cross we spend,
Life, and health, and peace possessing,
From the sinner's dying Friend.
" Here we'll sit for ever viewing
Mercy's streams in streams of blood;
Precious drops, our souls bedewing,
Make and seal our peace with God."
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The two friends have just reached their departed Master's wounded
feet. There they devoutly bow their heads, and cover them with
kisses and tears, for He is worthy of it. They then ascend higher to
His lacerated head. It is not tender sympathy, but something more,
with which they behold His blood-stained countenance. They do
not fail to perceive what lofty majesty sits enthroned on that pallid
brow, and that over the closed eyelids, something hovers like the dawn
of resurrection. Their minds are deeply affected by the anticipation
of what may still come to pass respecting Him; and they then begin,
tenderly and gently, to draw out the nails from His hands and feet.
The precious corpse reclines upon their shoulders, and after they have
wrapped it in linen, they gently let it down from the cross to the ground.
Let us imitate their example, dear readers. Jesus teaching at
Nazareth, or preaching on the Mount of the beatitudes, or even trans·
figured on Mount Tabor, will not suffice us. Christ crucified must be
the object of our affections. Therefore, ascend to Him on the spiritual
ladder of sorrow for sin, longing for mercy, and belief in the efficacy of
His sufferings and death. Detach Him from the accursed tree, and
deposit Him in your hearts, as your only consolation in life and death.
That it is the real saving love to Jesus which burns within us, and not
a mere caricature of it, may be best ascertained by its being first
enkindled by the sight of Him, bleeding and dying on the cross, and
then embracing Him as the ever living One. He, on the contrary, who
turns away from the dead Christ, and imagines that the living Christ,
going about doing good, teaching, and setting an example, suffices him,
miscalculates, and on the day of His coming, notwithstanding his
greeting of" Rabbi! Rabbi!" will hear from His lips the awful
words, "I know not whence thou art, I never knew thee! "
Let us return to our two friends. We see them descending the hill
with their precious burden. The funeral is without pomp, but rendered
distinguished by the tenderness and courageous conduct of the two who
carry the corpse. No mournful peal, indeed, accompanies the quiet
procession, but in the future it is so much the more abundantly celebrated. From how many thousand towers in the present day, do the
solemn bells resound over the cross and grave of J esns, on the annual
return of the day which is sacred to the memory of His death and
burial! No mournful dirge precedes it, no funeral torches flame. But
what more costly f1ambeaux can there be than those of inextingnishable
love and reverence, the offspring of hell.ven ~ And only listen; there
is also no want of a burial service. An inspired seer has chaunted it
nearly a thousand years before, the Prophet Is&iah in his chapter Jiii. 9,
" His grave was destined to be with the wicked, but He found His resting-place with the rich; because He had done no violence, neither was
guile found in His mouth."
We have reached the place, and enter a quiet plot of ground partly
enclosed by rocks. It is Joseph's garden. 'rhe Slm is just casting its
last rays upon it, and the twilight of eveuing its first cool shades. In
this peaceful seclusion, the Holy One is to find Hi.. last earthly resting
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·place. He who had not where to lay His head, possessed no grave of
His own, and therefore, required that one should be lent Him fOl His
transient repose. But how happy J oseph thought himself to have the
honour of being permitted to prepare. Him a sepulchre; and how
pleasing is the prospect to him of eventually, when his last hour shall
arrive, entering, in death, into the closest fellowship with Him. Whom
in life he had, alas! so basely deserted!
When the two friends reach the rocky grotto with their beloved
burden, they perceive that thele is no want of a train of mourners.
The faithful women, Mary Magdalene, Mary J oses, and many other
courageous female friends, had followed them at some distance; for
they also were anxious to see the place where the object of their entire
hope and love was to be deposited. J oseph and Nicodemus heartily
welcome them, and gladly accept of their services to aid them in the
interment. The sacred body is then gently laid on the ground, and,
whilst the women, almost more with their tears than with the water
they have brought, wash the bloody spots from His head and breast,
the men fill the white linen, in which the body is to be wrapped, with
myrrh, aloes, and other of the most costly spices, of which they had
brought a large quantity with them, Nicodemus even a hundred pounds
weight. Then, after having wrapped the body in the customary linen
bandages, they once more look in silence at the pallid yet regal face of
the dead, and spread the napkin over it, which was probably done by
the hands of Mary Magdalene.
The entire business of interment is, however, not yet ended; but the
nearness of the Sabbath requires them to delay the actual embalming
until the close of that festival, and, for the time, leave the corpse simply
with those preliminary labours of love. 1£ Mary, the sister of Lazarus,
was also amongst the burial train, she would remember that no further
work of that kind with the Master's corpse was necessary, since, according to His own express assurance, He had already received from her
hands in Bethany the anointing for the day of His burial.
The friends now again lift up the beloved corpse, and bear it, gently
and solemnly, into the new, clean sepulchre in the rock, where they
softly lay it down to rest, as though it were only asleep, in a large and
high-arched niche. Once more they look at it, deeply affected, then
forcibly tear themselves away, leave the vault, roll a great stone before
its door, and because the Sabbath lights are already seen glimmering
from a distance, return to their dwellings in profound sorrow, but. not
without hopeful anticipations.
We leave them, and linger a few moments longer at the sepulchre,
from whence a vital atmosphere proceeds, and the peace of God is
breathed upon us. There He rests, the Lion of the tribe of J udah.
How grateful is the feeling to us, after all the ignominy and suffering
He has endured, to see Him, at least once again honourably reposing,
and that too upon a couch which love, fidelity, and tenderness have
prepared for Him! Who does not perceive that, even in the circumstances of His interment, the overruling hand of God has interwoven
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for our consolation, a gentle testimony that His only begotten Son had
well accomplished the great task which He was commi88ioned to perform 1 How clearly the taking down from the cr088, and the interment
of the Redeemer before the setting in of night and the Sabbath, shows
the fulfilment of the ancient ordinance of Israel respecting those who
were hanged on a tree! And how distinctly ar.e we convinced, to a
demonstration, that the curse is now removed from a sinful world, and
that the eye of God again looks, graciously and well-pleased, down upon
the eaTtb !
There He slumbers. Well for us, dear readers, that He was willing
to pass through even this dark passage ou our behalf! Nothing
hindered Him from taking up His life again on the cross, and returning
from thence immediately to His Father. But had He done so, our
bodies would have been left in the grave, and you know how much
more we are wont to fear the grave than even death itself. There,
where corruption reigns, it seems as if the curse of sin still hung over
us, and as if no redemption had been accomplished. In order to dispel
this terror, and to convince us, by means of His own precedent, that
even with the interment of our bodies in the gloomy cell, there is no •
longer anything to fear, but that a passage into life is opened for us
out of this dark dungeon, He paternally took into consideration all our
necessities, and suffered Himself to be laid in the grave before our eyes.
He did not indeed see corruption, because He was only imputatively
and not substantially a sinner. " Thou wilt not suffer Thine Holy One
to see corruption," said David in Psalm xvi. 10, impelled by the spirit of
prophecy. Our flesh, on the contrary, which is poisoned by sin, must
necessarily pass through the process of the germinating seed-corn, and
be dissolved into its original element before its glorification. But the
difference between our lot and that of our Divine Head is not an
essential one. The chief thing continues to be this, that we know
that even our bodies are not lost in the grave, but that they rest there
in hope. This is confirmed and guaranteed to us by Christ. The way
we have seen Him go, we shall also take. That which His obedience
merited for Him as the Son of Man, it merited and acquired for us,
because Christ yielded it in our stead.
If, therefore, the second Adam's rest in the grave was only a peaceful Sabbatic repose, ours cannot be anything more. If, on the third
day, He was called forth from the prison, in which the king of terrors
had confined Him, and was crowned with glory and honour; the same
thing, in due time, awaits our bodies, if we have entered into union
with Him by faith and love. If, henceforth, we say that Christ by
His burial has consecrated and shed light upon the darkness of our
graves, we give utterance to something incomparably more than a mere
poetic mode of speaking. When we look down into our sepnlchres, as
into a silent, solemn resting-place, we do not dream, but see that which
is real and true. The Apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthians,
1 Cor. xv. 13, feels so assured that our bodies will be raised again, as to
affirm, that if this were not the case, Christ Himself would not have
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risen. Who therefore will deny that graveyards may justly be termed,
" Resurrection-fields"! Yes! those who are bought with the blood of
the Lamb rest even in their graves under the Almighty's wing, and
over their mouldering remains a divinely sealed hope casts a radiant
and .transfiguring light.
The Prince of Peace reposes in His sepulchre. A venerable man
approaches it in silent devotion-it is- Paul of Tarsus-and writes upon
the tombstone a mighty inscription. You may read it in Rom. vi.,
where it is testified, that we are not only dead with Him, but buried
with Him. But even as we are planted together in the likeness of His
death, so shall we be also in the likeness of His resurrection. What is
the meaning of this inscription! It asserts nothing less than this,
that Christ has endured the curse of sin on the cross for us. " There
is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit." But even though
regenerate, we still bear the remains' of the old sinful nature in and
upon us. This is our grief and cross, and impels us to utter the anxious
inquiry, " 0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the
body of this death!" May God enable us to say, with him who uttered
it, " I thank God, through our Lord Jesus Christ! "
The first night which succeeded the great and momentous day is
past. The body of the Redeemer slumbers solitarily in the prison of
the tomb. The morning at length dawns, and movements are heard
about the sepulchre. They are no longer the beloved forms of His
friends that we see hasting so early through the garden. The latter,
accustomed to obey every commandment, remain quietly in their
habitations during the great Sabbath. It is His enemies whom we
see so active and busy at the first dawning of the morning. The
previous evening an anxious solicitude had seized their hearts. Their
excited evil conscieuces saw visions. The remembrance of so many
sayings of the Nazarene occurred to them, in which He had most clearly
announced a resurrection, by which His heavenly Father, after His
crucifixion, would glorify Him before the whole world. The hypocrites
pretended, indeed, that they were far from supposing that such fanatical
fancies of One who had now been so completely put to shame, would
ever be realized; but they think otherwise in their hearts. Even in
death the crucified Jesus asserts His legal influence on their minds, and
in His grave terrifies them by His majesty. Careless about the Sabbath
or the Passover festival, the high priests and Pharisees go, in solemn
procession, to the governor's palace, in order to induce him to take
measures for securing the grave of the crucified Jesus. They are
admitted into the presence of Pilate, who is not a little surprised at
such an early visi from the notables of Israel.
"Sir," say they, "we remember that that deceiver [Shame upon
them to speak in such a manner of the Holy One of Israel, contrary to
their better light and. knowled.ge] sai.d., whi.lst Re was yet alive, After
three days, I will rise again. [Thus they confirm it, that He had really
asserted this.] Co=and therefore that the sepulchre be watched
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until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him
away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead; so the last
error shall be worse than the first."
Observe how cunningly these wicked men try to conceal their real
thoughts and feelings. One would suppose that they were only afraid
of a possible deception. But if they were merely anxious to repel the
poor disciples, would any.such measures as they demanded have been
requisite ~ Would not a handful of minions, such as were always at
the beck of the Pharisees, have sufficed to protect the tomb against
those defenceless men ~ But the mighty acts which they had seen the
murdered man perform, cause them to think everything possible; and
the terrific events which had accompanied His death were not calculated to dispel or alleviate their anxiety. They scent the air of Easter
morning, and are, in fact, afraid of a resurrection of the buried corpse.
But if the latter were to ensue, of what avail would be a guard, or the
lime and plaster with which they intended to fix the stone ~ So we
might well enquire, and doubt whether any serious apprehensions of
Jesus' restoration to life could have actuated His enemies. But fear
is foolish, and sin is blind, and gropes in the dark, however wise it may
think itself. Pilate, who probably felt very peculiar emotions thrill
through him, while listening to what the rulers of Israel had to say,
very willingly granted their request, and, pointing to a band of armed
soldiers, which he saw parading before the palace, says, "Ye have
there a watch; go your way, make it as sure as you can."
Not a little pleased at having attained their object, the deputation,
together with the Roman guard, repair to J oseph's garden. After
having convinced themselves by inspection that the body still lay in its
place, the heavy stone, which they had rolled away from the mouth of
the sepulchre, is replaced, and the work of fixing and sealing commences. This is a remarkable scene-a singular campaign. Such
preparations are made, as if nothing less were intended than to expel
.a hostile force from J oseph's garden. It is related of a German
emperor of a former age, that, borne about in his open war-chariot
completely armed, he put a whole hostile army to the rout, even when
dying. In the quiet garden there is even more than this. It is true
that, in the present instance, the adversaries act as if they were the
victors, but inwardly they are the vanquished. The slumbering Hero
of J udah took from them the armour of careless confidence, and filled
their souls with a cloud of terrific and oppressive forebodings. What
do they mean by their extensive preparations ~ They are fighting for
the cause of death against life; and would gladly establish and maintain the throne of the former, and keep down and immure the latter.
Let them do their utmost. An all-overruling God controls their
designs, and permits them to assist death, by still more strongly forging
His fetters, in order that the bursting of them may appear so much the
more glorious. And thus they are sufl'ered to deprive life of all scope,
and to wall up every outlet, and when it bursts through every barrier,
it may the more evidently prove itself to be divine.
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We depart from the:sepulchre of our Lord-not in grief and sorrow,
but full of joyful expectation of what is shortly to take place. We
already behold, in spirit, the first glimmer of the dawning resurrectionmorn upon the rocky tomb. Only twenty-four hours more till the
trumpet of God shall sound, and Joseph's garden present a different
spectacle. Then every seal will be broken, not from the Redeemer's
tOmb only, but also from the mystery of the whole of His passion.
An " Amen! " from on high, the most glorious and stupendous that
ever resounded under heaven, will then announce to the world that
reconCIliation has been made, and that the Prince of Life, crowned
with glory and honour, as the conqueror of all the terrific powers which
were opposed to us, offers the first Easter salutation of peace to the
favoured race of man, from the ruins of His shattered tomb. Let us
then tune our harps, and hold our festive garlands in readiness, whilst
awaiting the mighty moment that shall put an eternal end to all the
sadness and anxiety of the human heart.

ST. JOHN' THE AGED.*

•

I'M growing very old, this weary head
That bath so often leaned on Jesu's breast
In days long past, that seem almost a dream,
Is bent and hoary with the weight of years.
These limbs that followed Him, my Master, oft
From Galilee to Judah, yea, that stood
Beneath the cross and trembled with His groans,
Refuse to bear me through the streets to preach
Unto my children. E'en my lips refuse
To form the words my heart sends forth.
My ears are dull; they scarcely hear the sobs
Of my dear children gathered round my couch.
My eyes are dim; they cannot see the tears.
God lays His Hand upon me-yea, His HandNot so His rod-that gentle Hand I felt
Those three short years so often pressed in mine
In friendship such as passeth woman's love.
I'm old! so old! I cannot recollect
The faces of my friends; and I forget
The words and deeds that make up daily life;
But that dear Face, and every word He spoke,
Grow more distinct as others fade away:
So that I live with Him and holy dead
II10re than the living. Seventy years ago
I was a fisher by the sacred sea :
*ThiB anonymqus Poem was /o",,,}. some years ago in Philadelphia.
a,ppearea. in " HOME WORDS" (11, Ludgate Square, KC.)

It recenlly
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It was at sunset. How the transient tide
Bathed dreamily the pebbles; how the light
Crept up the clistant illlls, and in its wake
Soft purple shadows wrapt the dewy fields.
And then He came and called me; then I gazed
For the first time on that sweet Face, those EyesFrom out of which, as from a window, shone
Divinity-looked on my inmost soul
And lighted it for ever. Then His words
Broke on the silence of my heart and made
The whole world musical. Incarnate Love
Took hold of me and claimed me for its own.
I followed in the twilight, holding fast
His mantle. Oh, what holy walks we had
Through harvest fields and desolate dreary wastes;
And oftentimes He leaned upon my arm
Weary and wayworn. I was young and strong,
And so upbore Him. So, now I am weak
And old and feeble, let me rest on Thee;
So put Tillne arm around me closer still !
How strong Thou art! The daylight draws apace:
Come, let us leave these noisy streets, and take
The path to Bethany; for Mary's smile
Awaits us at the gate, and Martha's hands
Have long prepared the evening meal. Come, J ames,
The Master waits, and Peter, see, has gone
Some steps before. What say my friends ?
That tills is Ephesus, and Christ has gone
Back to His kingdom. Ah, 'tis so, 'tis so,
I know it all; and yet just now I seemed
To stand once more upon my native hills,
And touch my Master. Oh, how oft I've seen
The touching of His garments bring back strength
To palsied limbs! I feel it has to mine.
Up ! bear me to my Church once more,
There let me tell them of a Saviour's love,
For by the sweetness of my Master's voice
Just now, I think He must be very near,
Coming I trust to break the veil willch time
Has worn so thin that I can see beyond
And watch His footsteps. Raise up my head!
How dark it is! I cannot seem to see
The faces of my flock. Are those the waves
That murmur so, or is it weeping? " Hush,
My little children," God so loved the world
He gave His Son; so love ye one anotherLove God and man. Amen. Now bear me back:
I feel my work is finished. All the streets
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So full ~ What call they me ~ The holy J ohn
Nay, write me rather Jesus Christ's beloved,
And lover of my children. Lay me down
Upon my couch, and open
The eastern window. See, there comes a light
Like that which broke upon my soul at even,
When in the Isle of Patntos Gabriel came
And touched me on the shoulder. See it grows,
As when we mounted towards the pearly gates.
I know the way! I trod it once before,
And, Hark! it is the song the ransomed sing
Of Glory to the Lamb. How loud it sounds ;
And that unwritten one methinks my soul
Can join it now. But who are these who crowd
The shining way ~ Say you 'tis the eleven,
With Peter first-how eagerly he looks;
How bright the smile beaming on J ames's face:
I am the last. Once more we are complete
To gather round the Paschal feast. My place
Is next my Master. Oh, my Lord! my Lord!
How bright Thou art and yet the very same
I loved in Galilee.
'Tis worth the hundred years to feel this bliss.
So lift me up, dear Lord, into Thy bosom,
There shall I abide.

SPRINGS,

UPPER

AND

~

NETHER.

" ASK, and ye shall have," is what Jesus says to those whose ears
are open to hear. And He is Lord of all-everything heavenly and
earthly is at His command and in His power to give. And it is
a kind direction not to those only who feel that they have nothing
but wants-and wants of every kind, but to those, too, in whose
mouth is a song of deliverance or joy, who are saying, "The Lord
hath done great things for us." "Ask, and ye shall have "-a
thankful heart for all Thy goodness-a spirit of praise and love,
and a desire not to let Thy" mercies lie forgotten in unthankfulness
and without praises die." Ask, and ye shall have communion with
the Psalmist when he said, "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto
Thy Name give glory, Ifor Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake; the
mercy which has been so long preparing and at the end revealed,
the truth of those promises which have become performances.
" Ask, and ye shall have" humility and meekness, a larger knowledge of what it really is to ask in Christ's name, having a mouth
filled " with arguments" and reasons of God's own provision why
a kind, gracious, and abundant answer should come. Ask, fearing
not, for" the Lord will do great things." Remember how the father
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of the faithful, staggering not at the promise of a seemingly
impossible Isaac, at once offered a prayer for the superseded Ishmael,
and was told, "I have heard thee." Remember how the Gospelspirited Achsah thus addressed her father, "Thou hast given me
a south land, give me also springs of water." And he gave her
the upper springs and the nether springs. Remember the lament
of the strong but fainting Samson, "Thou hast given this great
deliverance into the hand of Thy servant, and now shall I die for
thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised 1 "-to which
cry God at once responded with the welcome water.
Remember such examples, "take courage from the Lord, believe
and plead His holy word," and pray still with Jabez, " 0 that Thou
wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that Thine
hand might be with me, that Thou wouldest keep me from evil that
it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he
requested."
But if, in the sweetness or abundance of the granted blessing,
the fear in any measure prevail that the Lord is "putting off"
with the lesser, let the children still ask for renewed or sweeter
or clearer manifestation, or persuasion or hope of His love and saving
favour. How often the Lord Jesus gave a double blessing to the
poor and needy who sought and found Him-who were sought and
found by Him, so that David's prayer might again come in, " Show
me a token for good, that they which hate me may see it and be
ashamed." Show me this added token that my inward enemies,
the mistrust, suspicion, and questioning, and ingratitude-that they
all may be ashamed. Show me thus a token, for good, because
" Thou, Lord, hast (already) holpen me and comforted me."
f" And when there returns again a sense of poverty greater and
deeper than ever, when even the work of faith seems a labour and
weariness, how precious to the hearts of the children must be a
glimpse of completeness in Jesus; an assurance that God counts
all His perfections theirs. Surely there they would find rest, even
as God finds rest; then, for the time being, there would be nothing
left to ask for, "I have all, and abound" would be the glad conviction
and confession of the emptied saint; .and no care pressing, or sin,
or fear, he would be able to say with Paul, " He that spared not His
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things 1..
GREAT is the stability of a believer's felicity. "As Mount Zion."John Trapp.
PATIENCE and fear are the fences of hope. There is a beautiful
relation between hope and fear. They are like the cork in a fisherman's
net, which keeps it from sinking, and the lead, which prevents it from
floating. Hope without fear is in danger of being too sanguine; fear
without hope._would soon become desponding.-E. S. Bowes.
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THE FIRST SIN.
By

THE

AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."

" When the tooman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband
with her,. and he did eat. "-GENESIS iii. 6.
(Concluded from page 49.)

LET US contemplate Sin in its CRUCIFIXION. There were three crosses
on the hill of Calvary-one only bore the form of death.
See John xix. 31, 32, 33: "The Jews, therefore, because it was the
preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the
Sabbath-day (for that Sabbath-day was an high day), besought Pilate
that their legs might be broken,and that they might be taken away. Then
came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which
was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that
He was dead already, they brake not His legs." "Our old man,"
says the Apostle, "is crucified with Him." In the narrative I have
quoted, so circumstantially told, the Christian recognizes the faint
shadow of a holier mystery. In the body of the malefactor fastened
to the cross, as a spectacle to the whole world, the flesh qnivering
beneath the in-driven nails which hold it there, and the damp dew
of the last struggle stealing over the frame; legally dead, and yet
not actually dead, he sees in type the body of his sin, still upon
the cross, because the eternal Sabbath hath not arrived.
The believer risen with 'Christ, possessed of that new nature, that
immortal essence which is created in righteousness and true holiness,
sees with rejoicing the sentence of the law taking effect upon his old
man of sin; every word of God condemning his flesh is as a nail
driven into that guilty thing by which it is held to the cross of judgment; it can never be loosened while it has life; it is legally dead
already; and in the might of his new life, he puts his foot upon it in
triumph, saying, "Thou dead body, thou shalt never rise again; God
hath given me the victory over thee for ever." Yet in this crucified
and slain body the life is not extinct; the death·throe is passing
through its nerves, its strength is spent, but it,Lqnivers still in its
lingering and wasting agony.
In the seventh of Romans, the Apostle Paul brings this subject
powerfully before the mind; he refers to the old punishment of chaining a dead or dying body to a living man; and to this he likens the
new man, of God's creation, fastened to the death-stricken body of
his old corrupt nature. St. Paul regards this hated ·burden as a thing
apart from him. "I," he says,-" I," (the new resurrection man)
" consent unto the law that it is good." " It is no more I that do it,
but sin that dwelleth in me."
The life of a believer before the world, is made up of the actings
of two opposing principles, the old man of sin and the new man of
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righteousness, therefore its mixed character; there is no longer the
uninterrupted service of sin; because the new and spiritual will is
devoted unto God; yet there is not the perfect obedience of the
saint in heaven, because the carnal will still exists, a slave to evil.
The old Adam is totally unaltered, but being crtwified, the new is seen
rising up against it, and conquering it; there is an unceasing strife
between the two; sometimes one prevails, sometimes the other;
but in the long run, there is a real, steady, progressive victory on the
part of that "holy thing" which is born of God; and those sure
promises are fulfilled: "Sin shall not have dominion over you."
"He shall subdue our iniquities." It was not a mere figure of speech
which St. Paul used, when he said, "I am crucified with Christ,"
but the expression in beautiful symbolic language of a reality in
Christian experience. The practical effect of this doctrine of sin's
crucifixion is, that whatever a man's life may be before conversion,
there is a real, manifest change in it from the day in which he becomes
the servant of God. The darling lust of his soul is put to torture; the
besetting sin of his life is brought into subjection. "They that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh, with its affections and lusts." The
power of sin is broken; the reign of it is over; henceforth, grace is to
have the dominion for ever. As the bruised and broken body of the
malefactor retains its lineaments in the agony of death, so it is with
the crucified body of sin; its individuality remains unaltered; the
distinct features of the natural character are seen in a Christian through
life. If before regeneration his besetting sin was that love of money
which is the root of all evil, even although the believer, according to the
judgment of his new mind, admits that the treasures of Egypt are
not worthy of his pursuit; that the life of a disciple of the houseless
Son of man must be one of renunciation, if not of poverty, still ever
and anon the money-getting spirit will arise within him, the desire for
gain will prevail; he will give up some post of blessed usefulness,
perhaps, to get an untried one of greater emolument; or worse still he
will oppress the hireling in his wages, and turn from the cry of the poor.
Yet shall this sin be crucified. The new living voice of the spiritual
man will be heard, saying, "For what purpose am I thus lading myself
with thick clay 1" "I brought notbing into this world, and can
carry nothing out of it with me. Shall I, an heir of God's eternal
world, a citizen of the gem-built Jerusalem, dive into the muddy waters
of pollution for a few dear-bought pearls 1 I have spent my labour
on that which satisfieth not. ' The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof.''' And the world will see the gathered hoard of months
cast in a moment into the treasury of God. The act is little understood, but this is the crucifixion of sin.
Again, perhaps before conversion the man has been one of those
discontented grumblers who are always finding fault. This sin breaks
out in the believer all unchanged; he will find himself quarrelling with
this dispensation, and complaining of that trial; like J onah he tells
God, "I do well to be angry even unto death."
But this sin, too,}s
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crucified. The rebellion against the will of Him who hath withered
some gourd in this sun-heated world, will be checked in its very utterance; the hasty words recalled with the acknowledgment, " Wherefore
should a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sin ~ "
and the tears will start that even still the Christian should prove a
murmurer and complainer, vexing God. The world hears now and
then an expression of discontent, and says, ., There is the old grumbling
again"; but God looks upon the heart, and sees many a murmur
checked, and many a cry of impatience hushed. The old sin exiEts,
but it is crucified.
It may be that the child of God is afflicted with that greatest of all
evils, a bad natural temper: strengthened with the long habit of
years, it preys upon him with consuming violence, betrays him into
acts and words upon which his spirit-nature looks with abhorrence;
it embitters his life, poisons the current of domestic peace in his household, and casts a shadow over that light of Christian example which
is to shine before men on earth. How painful and how real is the
crucifixion of this sin, none know but the weary Christian who is
cursed with it. Those who have, naturally, mild, quiet, gentle dispositions, have no idea of the perpetual inward struggle maintained
by those who have strong natural irritability, to suppress the breaking
forth of passion or fretfulness on common occasions; they cannot
understand that it costs those tried ones more to return a kind answer
than to give away half a fortune, and they often aggravate the evil,
and make the burden heavier by such cold remarks as these: "It is a
pity you are not more like the meek and gentle Christ whom you
profess to follow." Could they follow the sinning Christian to his
secret place of retirement, and see the shame which fills his heart after
some outburst of temper; could they be witnesses of the repentance
which follows some storm of passion; could they hear the earnest
prayer, mingled with wbs of anguish, which goes forth to God when
the closet door is shut, that pardon may be granted for the past and
strength for the future,-then they would know that the believer,
weak, infirm, and sinning as he is shown to be every day, is still in his
corrupt nature crucified with Jesus, and they would bear the burden
of the heavy-laden, rather than make it a subject of reproach. But
although the internal crucifixion of this sin is not seen, the result is
acknowledged by all; and as the child of God goes on year by year
fighting with it, it is said by those who stand around, "Well, certainly,
So-and-so is not so bad as he used to be; he is, on the whole, less
captious, less irritable than he was once." God is glorified in His
sufiering child, and His Word is fulfilled. Sin does not have the
dominion, and grtu:e reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.

It only remains for me to say a few words on Sin in its DESTRUCTION.
" He that is dead is freed from sin."
There will be no annihilation of sin till we have left the confines
of this present evil world.

With the earth-born life of our mortal
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body we shall put off the body of our sin. The doctrine of sinless
perfection is one of the deep delusions invented by the Spirit of falsehood. He has taught men to say that they have no sin, but they
deceive themselves, and the truth is not in them. Sin, unchanged in
its character, will cloud and stain the closing days of our earthly
existence. There is a remarkable fact, which often comes before us
in our practical experience of present things: as saints draw near
to their great change, within, perhaps, a few days of their deliverance
from the long, sharp warfare between flesh and Spirit, some sin which
for years past has been crucified, and brought under the dominion of
the new man, which has for a while seemed so quiescent as almost to
have been forgotten by the standers by, will break forth again in such
wonderful vigour, such unaltered malignity, that the child of God will
be overcome with shame and anguish; the ungodly, ever on the watch
for a Christian's halting, will triumph; and the friends of the departing
one will mourn, and be in perplexity. Surely this reviving of sin at
the last is to teach some wholesome lesson. It shows the dying saint
that he is a " sinner still: " that the carnal nature remaineth unchanged:
that after many conquests, old and scarred warrior as he is, the moment
God leaves him to himself he is liable to be overcome, even as in the
first daylhe spent in battle. It gives an emphatic earnestness to that
last, best prayer, "God be merciful to me a sinner," and it brings
from the depths of the soul J onah's confession, "Salvation is 0/ the
Lord." Grace is all to the Christian; in the day when he prepareth to
take off his armour, he is compelled to acknowledge that it is not of
works that he is saved; the topstone of his spiritual experience is laid
(even as was the foundation thereof) with shoutings of " Grace, grace
unto it." Then, is nothing taught to the spectators of this la-st resurrection or lifting up of the dying head of sin? Yes, their idol-worship
receives a check; gathering round the departing one, to hear and
treasure up the last holy words of the expiring saint, they catch the
murmurings of the old Adam; their attention is directed from the
sinning creature to the forgiving Creator; they learn to give God the
glory that they would have ministered to the pride of man; and they
rejoice with thanksgiving that the soul of the beloved one, ere it fall
beneath the grating of the everlasting altar, is to be sprinkled for the
last time with the blood of the Lamb.
The destruction of sin is the blessed, all-supporting hope and promise
of the future.
The believer here cannot comprehend or realize the fact, that he
shall be at some period, yet to come, holy in body, soul, and spirit;
that he shall be even like Christ, bearing the perfect impress of that
loved Image which he now looketh upon through a glass darkly,
longing to be conformed thereto. He has been so long a sinner, that
he cannot fancy what it will be to serve God without the possibility
of shortcoming or failure. Yea, he has never been without sin: as
he laid in his cradle, his infant thoughts were thoughts of sin, his
first acts were acts of sin; when years brought strength for action,
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foolishness was bound up in his child's heart, and only gave place to
the deep guilt of his youth and manhood. How can he form a conception of a state in which he shall sin no more? Sin is linked with
his very being; it is incorporate with his existence; it is.a part of
himself: it cleaves to his soul more closely than his skin attaches
itself to the muscles of his earthly frame; he cannot sever the idea of
sin from the idea of his nature. True it is that his spirit even now
serves God in the perfection of its righteousness, but his soul is all
guilty, filled with an entire corruption; his body is dragged into
Satan's service, its members too. often made the instruments of unrighteousness unto sin rather than the instruments of righteousness
unto God. He cannot understand, now that he retaineth the image
of the earthly Adam, what it will be to bear the image of the ~eavenly
Adam for ever. Still, this truth is presented by God to that inward
faith which layeth hold of things unseen, and yet hoped for. He is to
see Christ, and to be like Him: simultaneously with the spiritual
sight of that bright Form, which is described in the vision of John, as
passing between the seven lights; of that Son of man who hath the
long garment girt with gold, the white hair, the eyes of fire, the burning
feet, the voice as of many waters, and the countenance which is as the
sun shining in its strength, there will come a transformation into that
glorious semblance; a passing into the same image, by the power of
the Spirit of God. Thou shalt be changed (first spiritually, and then
materially), is the certain word of God, to everyone of His children.
The soul is to become pure, it is to be separated from its sin. The
coil of sin is to be cast off, it shall be left behind, as the cocoon of the
silkworm, when the freed insect spreads its wings and soars to meet
the sunshine. The body too shall rise from the grave, to be the
immortal instrument of a perpetual righteousness. "His servants
shall serve Him," from the day of the destruction of sin, henceforth
and for ever, First, with soul and spirit, then with body, soul, and
spirit. Blessed condition of a creature's being! Never more to wish
for what God disapproves, to love that which God hates, to differ from
Him in judgment. God and the servant shall" walk together" everlastingly, for they are" agreed." This anticipation is the consolation
and the strength of the children of God through all their earthly
conflict; it is increasingly so as they approach the grave, and it is
especially precious after some outbreak of long-mastered sin, such as I
have noticed. I shall never forget the dying words of one I loved" Oh! to serve God without sin, which here cleaves to all I do!"
Years after they were spoken, I stood beside the death-couch of another
very precious one, and I heard the same strain-" Oh! to be without
sin, what can it be? I cannot understand it now-without sin! "
Christian, art thou of one mind with these departed saints, now
rejoicing in their sinlessness in that world where no defilement enters?
Art thou convinced that the destruction of sin is the unknown blessing
of the future 1 Seest thou that in this life there is no discharge in
thy spirit-war? Behold, the solution of the problem hasteth. Thy
8
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last moment may bring forth some new-born sin, thy last breath may
seek its pardon through a Saviour's blood; yet, eternity breaking
upon thee, with its untried glory, will explain the long-thought-of
mystery; for faultless will Christ present thee unto His Father,
" without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing."
A few last words ere this paper on Sin is ended. Our subject has
been a solemn one. Whosoever thou art, that hast accompanied me
in the previous considerations, thou hast a deep, eternal interest in
the theme. Thou art a sinner-" thou art the man" portrayed in
Romans iii. 10-19. God himself hath drawn thy picture; I ask thee
to answer it unto thy soul, as thou shalt answer it at the great and
dreadful day of account: Has Sin been revealed to thee ~ Hast thou
passed from the careless unconsciousness of a natural state, to the
knowledge of thy ruin, and thy fall? Hast thou seen sin in thy soul,
dark, deadly, and abominable, as it is described in the Word of God ~
Art thou a leper, covered from head to foot with that fearful a.nd
contagious disease for which there is no earthly physician, and no
human cure ~ If so, then has thy sin been iudged ~ Hast thou stood
before the bar of God's tribunal ~ Art thou one of that company whose
sins" go before to judgment "~ Has the sentence from the lip of the
Eternal Judge penetrated thy very soul, rung in thine ear perpetually;
in the silence of the night, scaring sleep away, and in the turmoil of
midday, rising above the hum of earthly voices ~ If so, I ask againHas thy sin been forgiven? Hast thou yet been called to that low,
blessed place at the feet of Jesus, where one sat whose tale was told in
that short sentence, " A woman that was a sinner" ~ Hast thou heard,
while crouching there, shrinking from the Pharisees' curious, contempuous gaze, the precious announcement, " Thy sins an forgiven thee" ?
If so, once more-Has thy sin been crucified? Art thou daily, hourly
mortifying the flesh with its affections and lusts ~ Art thou yielding
thyself unto death, because of offences ~ Art thou giving up thine old
man to the torturing, slaying effect of the law of God, that its bones
may be broken, and that its nerves may be torn continually, even in
the sight of men ~ Then mayest thou look forward to its destruction
eventually. For a while thou wilt have to drag about with thee the
heavy burden of thy dying body of sin; but a day will come, how
soon and how unexpectedly thou knowest not, when thou shalt find
thyself with white robes beneath the altar of God, and shall feel, with
an endless future opening before thee, that thou canst never sin again.
"Thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ."
HIS creating hands formed our souls at the beginning; His nailpierced hands redeemed them on Calvary; His glorified hands will
hold our souls fast and not let them go for ever. Unto His hands let
us commend our spirits, sure that even though the works of our hands
have made void the works of His hands, yet His hands will again
make perfect all that our hands have unmade.-J. W. Burgon.
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A CONTE~lPLATlON BY WILLIMl HUNTINGDON, S.S., IN A LETTER
TO THE REV. J. JENKL'i"S, AT THE NEW VICARAGE, LEWES, SUSSEX.
DEARLY BELOVED AND LONGED-FOR, MY JOY, AND THE CROWN OF
MY REJ01CING,-I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper in
thy labours, and be in health for the work, knowing that hard labour
and a frail tabernacle make us move heavily: but our God has
promised that, as our day is, so shall our strength be_ I shall now
resume my former subject, as I find you are by no means weary
of it_ And what I purpose to send to my dear brother is something of the e~:perience which believers have of the glorious mystery
that I have been writing about. I showed you in a former epistle,
that if ever our hearts were comforted, if ever they were knit
together in love, and if ever we come to the full assurance of understanding, it must be by an humble" acknowledgment of the mystery
of God, and of the Father, and of Christ, in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 2, 3). TIllS mystery is
not only to be acknowledged or assented to as a revealed truth, but it
is to be embraced by faith, and to be held, and held fast; as many
violent and unwearied attacks, both by devils and heretics, will be
made against it; and, if we are unsound or unsettled in the groundwork or foundation, all the rest will be out of order. The building
cannot be fitly framed, according to the account of a wise masterbuilder, unless the glorious Proprietor of the building be savingly
known; for it is a mystical building, founded in faith, and cemented
together in love, and grows up in wisdom, knowledge, and power, not by
human might, nor by the power of free-will, "but by My Spirit, saith
the Lord of Hosts." Take the apostle's account: " Now, therefore, ye
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
corner-stone, in whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth
unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 19-22). The
apostle tells us that the living stones, the choice materials of this
building, are God's household, freeborn citizens; and that Jesus
Christ is the chief corner-stone that unites all saints, Jews and Gentiles,
antediluvian and postdiluvian saints, together; and that the building
grows up into an holy temple in the Lord, "an habitation of God
through the Spirit." If God the Son be left out of our faith, there is
no foundation; and if God the Father, or the Holy Spirit, be left
out, where is the inhabitant ~ It is " an habitation of God through
the Spirit." Christ is the nearest object to faith, as our Mediator.
" Ye believe in God, believe also in Me;" for through Christ we
believe God, who raised Him from the dead (1 Pet. i. 21). And we
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Here is the mystery ;
faith lays hold of Jesus Christ, and through Him we believe in God
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the Father, and, upon our believing, we receive the Spirit through
faith, and are sealed by Him. This is the groundwork, tbe basis
and power on which faith stands or rests; all building is in vain
without this. "Building yourselves upon your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life " (Jude xx. 2).
The most Holy Trinity is the mystery on which faith rests; and we
stand by faith, or rest on the powerful confidence which the arm of
God reveals in us. Hence the exhortation, "Hold the mystery of
faith in a pure conscience" (1 Tim. iii. 9). This is called building np
onrselves on our most holy faith. Faith is the Father's gift to us
through Christ, and from His fulness it comes, and by the operation
of the Spirit it is wrought in us, and therefore called a fruit of the
Spirit; this is the basis, namely, the Holy Trinity. Love is the bond
of union, or the grand cement that compacts and builds up; charity
edifieth, or raises the edifice. Hence we read of the love of God to us,
in giving the Son; and the love of the Son in laying down His life for
us; and the love of the Holy Ghost also. "Now I beseech you, for
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit" (Rom.
xv. 30). The love of the Trinity to ns is the bond of union, which,
when perceived by faith, and enjoyed, leads to a most blessed freedom
and fellowship with the Father, Son, and Spirit; as you read, "and
to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery" (Eph. iii.
9). We can have fellowship with nothing but persons; there is no
fellowship with names. "These things have I written unto you,
that you may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 3). Aud
you read of the "comfort of love," and of the" fellowship of the
Spirit" (Phil. ii. 1). Hence the foundation of vital god line is GodFather, Son, and Spirit. Faith apprehends this, and by a full
persuasion stays the mind thereon; love is the cementing bond that
unites the soul to God. "He that loveth dwelleth in God, and God
in him ; " that is, he abideth in the Trinity; he abideth in the Son,
and in the Father. And it is added, " As that anointing hath taught
you, you shall abide in Him." (Read 1 John ii. 27). Here is our
inbeing .and abiding in the Father, Son, and Spirit; and fellowship
is the effect of this union.
True fellowship among men is a company of real friends meeting
together in love. "God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.
When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His
Son." And the Holy Ghost applies the Word of reconciliation.
"Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth; but I have called you friends; far all things that
I have heard and learned of My Father, I have made known unto you"
(John xv. 15). Persons in fellowship often meet and associate together.
Believers, with their confessions, prayers, praises, and thankofferings,
pay their constant visits to their God: and in their conclusive doxologies, address all three divine persons distinctly; and by these we
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ascend, in faith and affection, to the Almighty. And, with respect
to the sensible enjoyment of God's presence, the Holy Trinity often
condescends to visit us. "If a man love Me, he will keep My words;
and My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him" (John xiv. 23). And the Holy Ghost comes
also; "I will send you a Comforter, who shall abide with you for
ever." Thus does the holy and blessed Trinity visit and take up their
abode with believing souls. Persons in real union and fellowship
are a comfort to each other, and partake of each other's joys. "And
I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that
He may abide with you for ever" (John xiv. 16). Christ does not say,
" I Myself will pray to Myself, that I may send Myself;" which would
have been the right way of expressing the matter, if there were but
one person in the Trinity: but, "I wiII pray the Father." Here is
Christ upon earth praying; the Father in heaven prayed unto; and
another Comforter, distinct from them both, prayed for. The Father
comforts us by revealing His dear Son in us, and by accepting us in
the Beloved, and appearing well-pleased with us in His righteousness.
" And in that day thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though
Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou
comfortest me" (Isa. xii. 1). The Saviour comforts us by speaking
the word of eternal life to our hearts. "My word is spirit, and My
word is life. My sheep hear My voice, and follow Me, and I give unto
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of My hand" (John x. 27, 28). "This is my comfort in
my affiiction; for Thy word hath quickened me" (Ps. cxix. 50).
The Holy Spirit comforts us by applying the promises to us, and
attending them with power; the word comes with power in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance; which brings peace, joy, and gladness
of heart; which is called the sincere milk of the word; and so it is
written, "Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that
love her; rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her; that ye
may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that
ye may lnilk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.
For thus, saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream; then shall ye suck,
ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her knees. As
one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall
be comforted in Jerusalem" (Isa. Ixvi. 10-12). This joy, consolation,
love, and peace are in the New Testament called" the fruits of the
Spirit" (Gal. v. 22).
Persons in true fellowship have great confidence in each other, and
know much of each other's minds; and so it is with God and His
saints. In the saints' worst hours they believe without doubting
the truth of God, and the truth of the whole of His word; whether
they can take the comfort of it or not, they know it is true, and that
God, the author of it, is true: and, as God is true, so He makes His
children sound in the truth, lovers of it, and earnest contenders for
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it, and Bworn enemies to all false doctrines. "For he said, Surely
they are My people, children that will not lie; so He was their Saviour"
(Isa. \xiii.). They know much of each other's minds; and so it is
with God and His elect: they are made acquainted with God the
Father's secret purposes of grace, of His counsels and His covenant,
of His goodwill of purpose and of promise in Christ Jesus before the
world began. Christ chose us out of the world, and discovers Himself
to us, with all His finished work and saving benefits; while the Holy
Spirit takes of the things that are His, and shows them to us, and
makes them manifest in our hearts, and secretly seals us up to the day
of redemption.
Persons in fellowship often feast and banquet together. The
Father makes us " a feast of fat things, of marrow and fatness, and
of wines on the lees well refined" (Isa. y.'{v. 6). Which glorious feast
is the offering up of Christ (in sacrifice) once for us all. This is bringing
forth the fatted calf to entertain the returning prodigals. Wisdom
says, "She hath Idlled her beasts, she hath mingled her wine, she
hath furnished her table. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the
wine which I have mingled " (Prov. ix. 2, 5). And no sooner does
the poor, perishing sinner's mind and conscience feast upon His sinatoning blood and life-giving flesh, but the fire of inbred lusts, the
fiery wrath of a broken law, and the fiery darts of Satan, are all
qnenched and dispersed, while the Holy Spirit and His grace flow in,
and overshadow the soul with the discovery of Christ, as the end of the
law for righteonsness. "I sat down under His shadow with great
delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste" (Song ii. 3). And as
the Almighty banquets us, so does He feast and feed upon the satisfaction Christ made for sin, and upon the frnits of His O\m imphmted
grace. "But the father said to his servants, bring forth the best robe
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;
and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat and be merry "
(Luke xv. 22, 23). And the Saviour says, "I am come into My garden,
My sister, My spouse; I have gathered My myrrh with My spice;
I have eaten my honeycomb with ?<Iy honey; I have drank my wine
with My milk: eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0
beloved" (Song v. 1). Nor is the Holy Spirit less entertained when
we are lively under His influence, observant of His instructions, and
obedient to His dictates; as appears by the approbation that He
gives, the witness that he bears to our hearts, and by filling us with
more of His grace, while we are blessing Him for what we have got.
When the apostles were apprehended and taken before the council
of the Jews, and threatened and charged to teach no more in the name
of Jesus, the Spirit of God enabled them to speak with such fortitude
that the council marvelled; and, when they joined their own company,
and put up their united prayers, the Holy Spirit shook the very house,
and filled them all again. "And when they had prayed, the place
was ~haken where they were assembled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake the word of God with boldness"
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(Acts iv. 31). For, as the Spirit is said to be grieved by the sins of
some men, and to be vexed and rebelled against by others, so he rejoices
in some, approves of others, and fortifies them to the astonishment
of their most inveterate persecutors. Philip, when he obeyed the
Spirit's voice, and joined himself to the Ethiopian's chariot, and
preached Jesus to him, "was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord,
and was found at Azotus " (Acts viii. 39, 40). He fortified, furnished,
and emboldened Paul before the Roman governor, that Felix trembled,
when Paul stood undaunted. He made Stephen's face shine like the
face of an angel, when his persecutors gnashed their teeth with anguish
and desperation; and made Paul and Silas sing the high praises of
God in the prison at midnight; and sent an earthquake and shook
the prison to the foundation thereof, and opened the doors of it, and
made the chains fall off the criminals, to let them know that He
proclaims liberty to captives: "for where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty;" and this the poor jailor found soon after to his
astonishment. In all these things it is easy to see how the Holy Spirit
is entertained, pleased, and delighted when men obey His <lictates
and give themselves up to be led by Him. Persons in fellowship are
jointly engaged; so God and His people are engaged in one cause,
and jointly concerned in one interest. God is the portion of His
people, and J acob is the lot of God's inheritance. He that toucheth
the saints toucheth the apple of God's eye; and the saints hate them
that hate God, and count them their enemies; they love them that
love the Lord; and, when any professors turn their backs and forsake
God, as Judas did, the real saints always forsake them. God's own
glory, in all His works, is what he aims at; and in the defence of
God's glory and honour are His people engaged. God seeks a quarrel
with the Philistines, and Samson will fight it out, if he die in the field.
God will avenge His people on the Egyptians, and Moses engages
the whole nation. The wicked Jews judged and condemned the Son
of God, and the apostles got upon twelve thrones to judge and condemn
them, and, when they had passed the sentence upon them, the Lord
executed it. "But, when they persecute you in this city, flee ye to
another: for verily I say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the
cities of Israel till the Son of Man be come" (Matt. x. 23). The world,
the flesh, and the devil, are God's enemies; and against these do the
saints cry, pray, and fight all their days; and, if they are foiled or
overcome, it is called violence, or captivity, which God will highly
resent; and, if they are pressed beyond measure, and despair even
of life, and are thrown seven times, and complain, "I die daily,"
or, "for Thy sake we are killed all the day long;" yet they are up
and at it again, and never give over, nor give up, till they <lie; for,
"as He is, so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 17). "God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that we might live
through Him :" and Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it." And the Spirit's love appears in His convincing us of sin,
righteousness, and judgment; and in taking up His eternal abode
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with us, when we were the most vile and abominable creatures, and to
every good work reprobate.
The saiuts have suHered all sorts of torments, and every kind of
death, that men or devils could invent, rather than dishonour their
God, or lose their exceeding great reward: hence their labour after
conformity to Him, and disallow of every lust and corruption that
resists His sovereign will.
If God arraign, they will not excuse; if He punish, they accept;
if He search, they submit; if He condemn, they will not acquit; if
He rebuke with fire, they approach the light; if He is wrath, they
fear and quake; if He invite, they come up; if He chasten, they
submit; if He attract, they follow on; if He frown, then they fear;
if He command, they commend; if He forbid, they forbear; if He
withdraw, they despond; if He threaten, they contract; if He allure,
they enlarge; if He is absent, they are jealous; if he indulge, they
make free; if His anger burn, they are mute; if he resist, they
withdraw; if He hide Himself, they go in search; if His bowels
move, their bowels yearn; if He contend, they attend; if kindness
flow, their spirits melt; if He forgive, they cannot forget; if He
commune, their hearts will bum; if He embrace, they swoon in love;
if He bind, they will not be free; if He pull down, they will not build
up; if He should wound, none else shall heal; if He lay on, they will
not throw off; if He detain, none shall release; if He afflict, they
will not be soothed; if He shut up, they will not come out; if He
desert, they will not be wooed; if He cause grief, they will not hear
peace; and if He chide, they will not flee; He bends His bow, they
yield their breast; if He delay, they still persist; if He deny, they
will not give up; He will not relieve, they still entreat; He says,
" Begone," they importune; He shuts the door, they knock the more.
The Divine and essential Word has taken our nature into God;
and there is a Divine nature lodged in all the saints, and no separation
can be made, either by life or by death. Oh, my brother, my mouth
is opened to thee, my heart is enlarged; thou art not straitened in
me, but in thy own bowels. Now for a recompense in the same, I speak
lI!' to my beloved son, be ye also enlarged. Adieu. Be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus, and endure hardness as a good soldier.
The Captain has overcome the> world, and the victory is yours.
Ever thine in Him,

W. H.
PREPARED> GROUND.
" BUT God is faithful": and" weary souls are heartened up the hill "
when such a sweet and eternal truth is brought by the Comforter to the
remembrance of those faint in the way, but profoundly desiring to be
right with Him. They owe Him thanks inconceivably beyond what
they will ever be able to render Him, that the consideration of His
:faithfulness should be a cordial to minds naturally opposed to Him.
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How faithful He was to His threatenings of judgment on the wicked in
Noah's days-on the many nations who fought against His Israelon His chosen nation itself: how faithful in the perishing of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, and in the terrible end of Sau!. So His faithfulness to His Word would be a source of fear only, were it not that He
wills to vindicate Himself not only in wrath and indignation against
those who despise Him, but in the fulfilment of " exceeding great and
precious promises" of love and mercy in Jesus to thousands who have
a place never to be lost in His choice. And that they may be of His
mind concerning His promises, and really find them (in their measure)
" exceeding great and precious," He leads and teaches. The preparations of the heart in man are from Him. "The answer of the tongue"
is from Him, too. So, when the Holy Spirit brings them to a sense of
their poverty, it is that they may receive of that goodness prepared
for the poor (Ps. !xviii. 10), and hear from the tongue of the learned,
the tongue of Him Who knows how to speak a word in season to them
that are weary-such a kind invitation, a "Come unto Me, and I will
give you rest." This--the answer to their cry-for" Thou wilt prepare
their hcart;" said David. "Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear." And the
very thought of rest in Him is sweet; perhaps because already they
are in possession of some of those good things-not temporal, not seen
with the eye-prepared for them that love Him. Some of that love
of the Father-of pardon and acceptance and completeness in J esusand of the indwellIng of the Spirit. But" we are not all spirit "-as a
good man said who went to enter on the rest that had waited for
him long and weary years after His Lord had gone to get it ready
for him. And their Lord. knows that they have need of many
things. A body like theirs was prepared for Him, that by experience
He might know the trials afforded by perishing things-and He knows
how to bless them in them, and how to deliver out of them. And let
them not seek to hurry the Lord in His own gracious, tender, patient,
merciful work. Let them find His help by the way-and, then, if it
seem good, He will, in His time, hasten the arrival at the top of every
hill Difficnlty. Then, in the momentary rest, they can look back, and
enter into the feelings of the godly king and his happy subjects. "And
Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had prepared the people,
for the thing was done snddenly." Done after long years of waiting
and looking-and perhaps by a deliverance-in its source-of older
date than the bondage.
So, when they read, "The Lord Whom ye seek shall snddenly come
to His temple." "Go quickly and tell His disciples that He goeth
before you . . . there shall ye see Him." "Suddenly there came a
sound from heaven . . . and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,"
then they may listen for His exhortation-" Watch"; and with
Spirit-given faith claiming a place amongst" the people prepared for
the Lord "-Iook forward to one change, at least, which will take
place" in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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'!!orrfflponlJClUf.
THE INCREASED CIRCULATION OF "THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE."
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,While recently reading one of the daily newspapers my eye caught
the name of one of the Lord's servants who was a lover of the precious
truths which are set forth in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and also a
devout and regular reader of its pages. I observed that he had died,
leaving behind him a large estate. This fact set me thinking. For
many years I have been impressed with the thought that those who
love the doctrines of grace are getting fewer in number; and I have
felt that it is important to use every legitimate means, in dependence
upon the guidance and power of the Holy Ghost, to spread abroad the
knowledge of those distinctive truths which have always characterized
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. One way in which this may be done is to put
it into your power, as the esteemed EDITOR, to send out in all directions
free copies of the MAGAZINE. The MAGAZINE is not only read all over
the United Kingdom, but in the distant colonies of our Empire, and
in other parts of the world. Surely, amongst its numerous readers
there must be many whom the Lord, in the exercise of His good pleasure,
has blessed with earthly riches. May I appeal ta such to consider
whether they might not forward to you large and generous donations
for the free circulation of the MAGAZINE 1 Hundreds of pounds
might usefully be spent in this way, that so the i\L\.GAZINE might be
brought to the notice of many who have not even heard of its existence,
and who might as a result be induced to become regular subscribers.
In these days when false doctrine is being so uuiversally taught, is
there not a call to the Lord's stewards to be zealous for the dissemination of the pure truth of the Gospel 1 It may be that some readers
could easily send a hundred pounds for this object, others £50, and
others £25. But smaller amounts would also be precious in the Lord's
sight.- I notice that in your issue for January the Publisher" acknowledges with grateful thanks" two sums of 4s. for this object. "Who
then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord 1 "
(1 Chron. xxix. 5).
May I suggest also, that on the day when each reader receives his
monthly copy of the MAGAZINE, earnest prayer should be offered for the
beloved EDITOR, that he may have increasing grace and wisdom for
his editorial work 1
With warm Christian love,
Yours affectionately,
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
KENSINGTON PARSONAGE,
BATH, Jan. 4th, 1910.
[Thank you, dear Brother, for your practical suggestion. May
. the Lord dispose the hearts of His servants to help.-EDITOR.]
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(BY THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.)

'VITH 1,677 pensioners and an annual expenditure in pensions of more
than £12,000, and £2,000 upon our Homes, it will readily be understood that a heavy load of responsibility rests upon the Committee;
but they have proved the faithfulness of their Covenant God, and in
steadfast adherence to the Scriptural and distinctive truths so dear
to those who founded the Society 103 years ago, they look with confidence to the future, notwithstanding the growing unrest of the times.
The Lord will not fail, and His promises are " Yea and Amen in Christ
Jesus." It will, indeed, cheer the Committee to welcome many into
this fellowship of ministration to the poor and the aged of " the household of faith."
The four Homes provide striking object lessons of the work, and the
Committee would rejoice if all their friends could pay these interesting
dwellings a visit. In them the old folk, surrounded by many of the
things which have become endeared to them by long usage, and with
home comforts around them, find a "peaceable habitation" and
" quiet resting-places," where they often breathe the prayer, " Abide
with me, fast falls the eventide." Here, many of the trials of age are
mitigated; all fear of the landlord's knock has vanished, and aged ones
are helped to temporal peace till the day when" the saints' everlasting
rest" is entered upon. A donation of £7 12s. covers the average
annual cost of each inmate; that is the proportionate amount for upkeep of the buildings and incidental expenses. A year's rent outside
would amount to more than this; hence the Homes conduce not only
to comfort but economy.
Aged pilgrims should be the objects of our special love and care,
because they are the most deserving and least assertive; and they put
aid that is given them to the best uses. This ministration has preeminently the sanction of our Divine Lord, and how special the privilege
of being permitted to serve our King in assisting these His servants !
It is the weak, patient, long-enduring ones who are often overlooked;
they shrink from publicity, and would rather suffer in secret than lift
up their voice in the streets; and this very absence of self·assertion
ought alone to draw out our regard. It is often difficult to know how
to dispense aid in such a way as not to do harm rather than good;
but it is far otherwise where careful selection enables us to bestow it
on worthy and God-fearing people. It is our privilege to guard them
from the wintry blast of cold adversity and withering neglect. Around
them the sunset is closing, arid the shadows of twilight growing broader
and deeper; but beyond the dimness of the present is the daylight of
the future, and the final home where the blood-bought family are
gathering.
Paul, in prison, drew forth the sympathy of many besides Onesiphorus,
and he received such kindness from his spiritnal children at Philippi,
that he writes to them that their love" hath blossomed out afresh," as
the words have been literally rendered; and this message will, the
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Committee hope, be also fulfilled in 1910, by many friends coming
forward to help the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and for the Lord's
sake to remember His poor. "Unto one of the least "-" Unto Me."
THE CHURCH OF GOD.-ITS UNITY.
WHEN the Lord Jesus prayed for all His people whom His Father had
given Him, and said, "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father,
art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us," He thus
showed the nature of the unity of His Church. It is not primarily the
union of believers with believers, but the union of believers with their
Lord, the union of each member of the Church to the Lord, the Head.
"Considered in their relation to Christ, there is one body. The
Apostle does not say there ought to be, but there is one body. The
Head is one . . . and as the Head, so also the body is one; and there
are no divisions and can be no divisions. The analogy with a natural
body is pursued by the Apostle, , As the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body; so also is Christ.' 'Now ye are the body of Christ, and members
in particular' (1 Cor. xii. 12, 27). Christian unity, in this its first and
highest sense, does not present itself in the aspect of a duty for us to
perform, or endeavour to perform; it is a revealed fact for us to
believe. . . . The body of Christ is one in the eternal purposes of God,
which includes every member' of His flesh and of His bones,' and ' not
a bone of Him can be broken' (Eph. v. 30)."-M'Neile. .
There never has been, nor will be, but one Church, the Church of
God's elect; one way of salvation, faith in God's Christ; one baptism,
the baptism of the Holy Spirit; one hope, the hope of eternal life.
Out of this one Church there can be no salvation, for it consists of all
those saved by grace.
" As we look back over the old times, and see faithful Abraham,
dutiful Joseph, mighty Moses, victorious Joshua, lion-like Elijah, the
sweet singer of Israel, the poetic Isaiah, weeping Jeremiah, Daniel the
statesman, how delightful is the reflection that we and they are one;
one in all the essentials of true religion; one, not in that which is outward, but in that which is inward; one by virtue of union with a
common Lord and Saviour, and through the work of the same blessed
Holy Spirit."-M'Cormick.
We are built upon the foundation of the prophets as well as the
apostles. Must we look to Jesus for salvation ~ Abraham rejoiced
to see Christ's day, and was glad. "Must we, indeed, eatof Christ's
flesh and drink of Christ's blood, or fail to possess eternal life ~ So
did the dying thief; so did the believers in Christ's life on earth; so
did patriarchs and prophets-though they never partook of the consecrated elements in the Lord's Supper. Must we be taught and
sanctified by God's Holy Spirit ~ . . . It is written concerning the
saints in the former dispensation,' Thou gavest them Thy good Spirit.'''
-Ibid.
C.
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13rntel3tant lSeacnn.
THE DAYS OF JAMES H.
A.D. 1687 CONTRASTED WITH A.D. 1909.
IT is a pity that so few people are acquainted with history. The
workings of the present day, political and otherwise, might be better
understood if the past were consulted :" He who would proud England win,
Must with Ireland first begin,"
is a well-known distich.
How did the Earl Tyrconnel, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, commonly
known as " Lying Dick Talbot," propose in 1687 to work in Ireland?
According to Lord Macanlay (vol. ii., p. 306), the original paper of
the plot exists in the archives of France and Holland, and runs as
follows: "Que, grand pour etablir la Religion Catholique et pour la
confirmer ici, il (i.e., King James) devroit se rendre en quelque favon
dependant de la France, et mettre la decision de la succession a la
Couronne entre les mains de ce Monarque la; Qu'il seroit obligu de
le faire, parcequ' il vaudroit mieux pour ses Sujets qu'ils deviennent
vassaux du Roi de France, etant Catholiques, que de demeurer comme
esclaves du Diable."
(Translation): In order to establish the Catholic religion and to
confirm it here, he, King James, onght in some way to make himself a
dependant of France, and to put into the hands of that monarch the
decision as to the snccession of the crown; that he should be obliged
to do it, because it would be better for his subjects to become vassals
of the King of France, being Catholics, than to live as slaves of the
Devil.
This plot was worked out by Tyrconnel, under five principal heads:
1. To weaken the Protestant Church in Ireland.
2. To destroy the influence of Protestant landlords by worrying them out and depriving them of their lands.
3. To separate Ireland from England and put it under the protection
of some Roman Catholic Order.
4. To get all the education of the Irish into the hands of the Jesuits
and their adherents.
5. As means towards those ends to &ubstitute in Ireland, for the law
of the land, an unwritten law 0/ the Agitators, backed by terrorism, and
to promote to places in the Army, to offices in the State, and to other
lucrative and influential posts, only those Roman Catholics who would
work at the beck and bid of, the Jesuits; or those Protestants who
had so committed themselves as to be entirely under the power of
the Jesuits. (Coming Events, and a Clue to their Solution, p. 11, by
Lord Robert Montague.)
It might be well if electors and those interested in the welfare of our
country would always keep the five points of the Jesuit plot on their
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five fifUJers, for let them rest assured that no well-thought-out policy
such as this is ever changed, but defeated though it may be at first,
it is yet tried again and again, as opportunity offers.
Now how did the English of 1687 respond to the plot 1
They awoke to it, and instead of allowing Ireland and the succession
to the Crown to get into the hands of Louis XIV., King of France, they
sent King J ames flying to that same France, a crownless king and a
homeless refugee, and brought William of Orange and Mary in 1688-9,
to occupy the vacant throne.
How have the 19th and 20th centuries responded to that everattempted plot 1
Britain has grown so wise, she is so safe, she is far advanced aboye
her ancestors, that with her own hands she has fulfilled, and is fulfilling every point of the plot, saving the intriguer all trouble, and
giving him time to laugh at her in his sleeve.
Point 1 was fulfilled in the Disestablishment of the Irish Church
in 1871. And in 1909 has she not tried to enlarge the same policy in
regard to other branches of the Established Church 1
Point 2, in 1909, seems fairly in swing, against the Peers and all
landowners.
Point 3, in 1909, under the name of Home Rule (defeated at the
elections of 1886), is a prollL;sed sop to Cerberus.
Point 4, in 1909, has received a grand impetus, after long years of
contest, in the granting of a Roman Catholic University to Dublin, as
in all the struggle about education.
Point 5, in 1909, is so visibly and so fast being fulfilled, that he who
runs may read, and comment is needless.
Britain, awake! It may be the eleventh hour, but it may not yet
be too late to
SAVE THE COUNTRY.
[Extracted from "THE THAME GAZETTE."l
"DEATH VIEWED IN JESUS,"
DEATH and the grave are doleful themes
For sinful, mortal worms to sing;
Rxcept a Saviour's brighter beams
Dispel the gloom and touch the strinp.
Death! awful sound! the fruit of sin,
And terror of the human race ;
Who, except Jesus smiles within,
Can look the monster in the face 1
Jesus, the mighty Saviour, lives,
And he has conquered death and hell ;
This truth substantial comfort gives,
And dying saints can sing, " 'Tis well."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
W BILE we go to press the country is passing through the throes of
a General Election, and the interests of our country call for the
direction of God, the display of His tender mercy, and the conservation
of His truth among us. We call for much prayer among the true
people of God that chastisement-which will certainly be sentmay be sanctified and rendered profitable unto us and our children.
Troublous times are upon us !
Among the Welsh Nonconformists it is stated that the Baptists
show a net decrease during the year in their total membership of 2,366.
The Calvinistic Methodists have 569 fewer communicants. Church
membership among the CongregatiQ.nalists shows a falling off of 2,280.
The Wesleyan Methodists in Wales have in the Welsh districts suffered
a slight loss of 68 members, but the English districts show an improvement to the.extent of 2,725.
The official returns of the various Congregational Unions and
Associations in Great Britain and Ireland, which have just been made,
show that there are 4,932 chapels, branch chapels, and Mission stations,
with sitting accommodation for 1,806,072 persons; 495,170 church
members, 709,910 Sunday-school scholars, and 69,828 teachers. There
are 3,195 fully accredited ministers, 308 evangelists and lay pastors,
and 5,422 lay preachers. Out of the total of 3,195 ministers, 235 are
temporarily without pastoral charge, 85 are engaged in tutorial and
other professional work, 45 are occupied in secretarial work, and 422,
by reason of age or ill-health, have retired from active ministerial duty.
During the past year 12 new chapels have been formed, 23 chapels and
halls have been opened, and 16 chapels have been rebuilt or enlarged.
In the 12 British colleges there is a staff of 54 professors and lecturers,
with 381 students training for the Congregational ministry. The
returns from the colonies show that in Canada, including Manitoba,
British Columbia, the Maritime Provinces, and Newfoundland, there
are 188 chapels and preaching stations, in Australia 329, in New
Zealand 40, in Tasmania 49, in South Africa 386, in Jamaica 46, in
British Guiana 54, and in India 15.
In the will of Mrs. Sarah Smith, of Borstal Road, Rochester, Kent,
who died December 23rd, aged 81, leaving £90,906 gross and £90,704
net, and who bequeathed her estate to her children, is the following
-condition :-Should either of her daughters become a sister of a
religious community, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, she
;s to forfeit her share in the estate.
~:
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Sir John H. Kennaway, Bart., C.B., presided at Exeter last month
at the annual meeting of the Exeter branch of the London Society
for Promoting Christianity among the Jews. The Rev. J. H. Morgan
(Hon. Secretary) reported receipts £129 12s. 4d., of which about £120
was remitted to the parent Society in London, as the result of the
special appeal last year.
The Bristol Central Y.M.C.A. Brotherhood has now reached a
membership of 931, and as many as 710 were present on a recent Sunday
afternoon. At Hereford the Y.M.C.A. Brotherhood meeting has 225
members, with an average attendance of over 200.
The first of the Duff Missionary Lectures for 1910 on " Christianity
and the Nations" was delivered in the Assembly Hall, Mound,
Edinburgh, on Sunday night, by Mr. Robert E. Speer, Secretary of the
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America. Lord Guthrie, who presided, said that the Duff
Missionary Lectures would be a splendid preparation for the World
Conference to be held this year. The Church Missionary Society
came first as regards extent of organization, nwnber of agents, and
income, and then followed the Presbyterian Church Board, of which
Mr. Speer was Secretary, and the Methodist Board of Missions. The
United Free Church were not very far in the rear. Mr. Speer dealt
with" The Missionary Duty and Motives." The outward movement
of civilization, he said, required the missionary enterprise to advance
it, to support it, and to correct it, and the Church also required it.
It was said that they ought not to interfere with the religious ideas
and institutions of the non-Christian people, and that there was so
much to be done at home that it was wrong to divert Christian energies
into the work of distant Missions. He replied in the negative. The
outward movement was the genius of the faith. Check it and the
faith decayed, 'because the faith was a religion-a life to be lived, a love
to be obeyed.
THE presence of God's glory is in heaven; the presence of His power
on earth; the presence of His justice in hell; and the presence of His
grace with His people. If He deny us His powerful presence, we fall
into nothing; if He deny ns His gracious presence, we fall into sin;
if He deny us His merciful presence, we fall into hell.-J000 Mason.
WHEN we are under such al!lictions as threaten to ruin us, 'tis
seasonable to tell the Lord He made us. David strengthens prayer
upon this argument: "Forsake not the works of Thine own hands."
All men love their own works, many dote upon them': shall we think
God will forsake His 1 See how the people of God plead with God in
greatest distress. Is. lxiv. 8: "But now, 0 Lord, Thou art our
Father; we are the clay, and Thou our Potter; and we all are the
work o.f Thy hand. Be not wroth very sore, 0 Lord."-J oseph Caryl.

