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DIVINE FORESIGHT.
" GOD having PROVIDED some betJ.er thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfed."-HEBREWS xi. 40.
THE word" Providence" means literally fore-seeing (pro-video)---:
Divine foresight-and when we find the margin of the English
Bible in the plaoe bdore us rendering" provided" by " foreseen,"
we readily oomprehend its foroe. The absolute will of our heavenly
FATHER has pre-arranged for eternity all His insorutable ways conoerning His saints; nothing is left to "ohanoe," or to the fanoied
free-will of 'the natural man. By the Fall, AnAM totally lost the
spiritual endowment of a free will to do good, though his responsibility to do it perfeotly remained. The Law of the holy MAKER
of man was in nowise relaxed in the rigour and righteousness of its
olainls beoause of the failure of the oreature to obey it. It is
obviously a right thing that the holy GOD should be humbly,
implioitly, and always obeyed by His oreatures. But their penal
inability is their ourse and their ruin. As the Soriptures of Truth
affirm of all men, " Among whom also we all had our conversation
in tinles past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires [margin,
wills] of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the ohildren
of wrath, even as others" (Ephes. ii. 3). In the regenerated ohildren of GOD the SPIRIT-renewed heart works in harmony' with its
5
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Divine CREAToR-from Whom come the power and the will to do
that which is absolutely right. "With good.wilI doing service,"
exactly describes the habit of the man who is led by the gracious
SPIRIT. "As many as are 'led' by the SPIRIT of GOD, they are
the sons of GOD" (Rom. viii. 14).
It cannot be too plainly or too often asserted, in the interest of
immortal souls, that the LORD JESUS has once for all declared,
"Without Me"-or, severed from Me-" ye can do nothing" (John
xv. 5)., Without the enabling grace of GOD, no man can come to
the LORD JESUS for salvation (John vi. 44) ; can receive the SPIRIT
of TRUTH (John xiv. 17); have saving faith (John v. 44; Eph. ii.
8); think anything aright (2 Cor. iii. 5); bring forth good fruit
(Matt. vii. IS); please GOD (Rom. viii. 7); do the (good) thing he
himself would (Gal. v. 7; Rom. vii. 18-25); can efiect nothing, in
short, that is spiritual or acceptable to GOD (John xv. 5). Upon
this marvellous truth of GOD'S being the potential cause of all good
in and for His creature-man-the precious Epistle to the Romans
certifies the faith of His people, "We know that all things work
together for good to them that love GOD, to them which are called
according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His SON, that He
might be the first·born among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
And how truly profound is His wisdom and grace in dealing with
that horrible abyss of evil into which human sin has plunged His
people I-as the ApOSTLE exclaims :-" 0 the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of GOD! how unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out" (Rom. viii. 33).
Did we adequately enter into the wonders of the ways and dealings
of our heavenly FATHER, we should indeed see-as one has observed
-" GOD'S direction of every moment of time, every atom of matter,
and every volition of will, according to His own plans, for His own
glory, and man's present and eternal happiness." As FuVEL
also has wisely written, "How cross so ever the winds and tides of
His providence at any time may seem to us, yet nothing is more
certain than that they all conspire to hasten sanctified souls to
GOD." And another servant of the LORD has also well remarked
that" as to daily occurrences, it is best to believe that a daily portion of comforts and crosses, each one the most suitable to our case,
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is appointed us and adjusted by the Hand that was nailed to the
ClOSS."

It is the blessed lot. of the righteous thus to drink daily of a
Divinely mixed loving-cup, and to remember with thankful hearts
that our GOD doeth all things well. It is enough that the heirs of
llUch "exceeding great and precious promises" as partake of the
provisions of the everlasting Covenant are, in things gteat and
small, provided freely and bountifully with the" BETTER THINGS,"
according to the infallible and liberal heart of the infinite GOD!
The saints are indeed a poor and afBicted people-yet in the sworn
promises they "have all and abound"! All things are theirs by
the free and sovereign grace of an absolute decree. The blood and
righteousness of the SON of GOD make every promise absolutely
" sure to all the seed"! The smallest blessing purchased by the
" precious blood" is due to each of the family, as such, and he
holds his title to it by the terms of a Covenant "ordered in all
things "-a Covenant which nothing can abrogate! That faith
which is the very gift of GOD, and which in its appointed hour He
grants to each of His ransomed people-a royal gift.-efiectually
operates by the HOLY SPIRIT, and is indestructible. The privileged
partakers of that faith are those whom ZECIlARlAH the prophet
describes as "men wondered at" (Zech. ill. 8)-they indeed are to
theIllSelves a marvel, as the recipients of "like precious faith"
secured at the cost of IMMANUEL'S very blood! "Therefore are
they before the throne of GOD, and serve Him day and night in His
temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them"
(Rev. vii. 15). That blessed sight raises in the astounded enquirer
to ask "Who are these ~ "

He said unto me, "Who are these
In white array 1 "
And I re-echoed, "Who are these
And whence came they 1"
Then made He answer, " These are they
From earth who came
By many a miry, tangled way
Of sin and shame.
But they have made their garments white,
As moonbeams fair, as sunshine bright,
Assoiled before God's throne of light
From fault and blame.
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He said-unto me, " Who are these
That chant love's lay? "
And I re-echoed, " Who are these
And whence came they? "
Then made He answer, " These are they
From forth time's woe,
But GOD hath wiped the tears away
They wept below,
The strain they breathe is sweet indeed,
Yet each was once a bruised reed,
Till CHRIST its tones from discord freed
And tuned it so."
He said unto me, " Who are these
That shine like day ? "
And I re-echoed, " Who are these,
And whence came they? "
Then made He answer, " Tbese are they.
Once faint that shone,
With smouldering warmth and feeble rayLight well nigh gone,
But CHRIST ne'er quenched the struggling gleam,
Love's dawn was dear in His esteem;
Now shines each soul with sphered beam
Before GOD'S throne."

,
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He said unto me, '.' Who are these
That bear bright sway? "
And I re-echoed, "Who are these,
And whence came they?"
Then made He answer. " These are theyCHRIST'S pilgrim throngCross-bearers in a narrow way.
Through strife made strong.
Each hidden one. in secret sealed,
On earth unknown, in heaven revealed.
The homage of a crown doth yield
With harp and song."

How sweet and refreshing to the waiting soul are these foretastes
of the coming glory, the second appearing of his beloved LORD tQ
the expectant believer! Thus he feeds where" the lilies give forth
their richest odours"! " My BELOVED is Mine, and I am His "
(Song of Solomon ii. 16).
Oh, brethren beloved in Him Who is "the CHIEFEST among
ten thousand," let us see to it that we rest in His love! Let
us seek more earnestly to grow by the SPIRIT'S enabling in

,
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the habit of & nearer fellowship of heart with our adorable
REDEEMER, and to feast with an increasing faith on the spiritual
provisions-the "better things"-which He has so royally promised in His holy and faithful Word. Let us "covet earnestly"
this exceedingly choice gift, which indeed ranks a1;love rubies, or
indeed of a countleBB multitude of them. Oh! how vast, how
great, is the love wherewith our GOD loves the saints-has ever
loved them-and never will cease to love them! It has been well
observed that while other graces shine like the precious stones of
nature; each with its own hue of brilliance: the diamond unites
all their colours in one beautiful and simple--white. Love, uniting
all graces, is the beauty of holiness, the image of GOD. The holy
Word sums up this precious truth in one short, unfathomable
sentence-" GOD is LOVE." Love is the very essence of the nature
of the TRIUNE GOD. The holy Gospel reveals this inscrutable
truth; faith accepts it devoutly; and the operation of the SPIRIT
in the hearts of the regenerate constrains them into its transforming
and sanctifying results according to the Divine will.
Love will I ever singSing of its ancient date ;
Love is the flowing spring
Of blessings truly great:
Love is the pure immortal food;
I,ove is the height and depth of GOD.
Love is my comely dress,
My glory and my crown,
My life, my joy, my peace,
My heaven, and my throne:
Love is the pure immortal food;
Love is the height and depth of GOD.
LORD, may I soon be caught
Up to the realms above,
And there be better taught
The glories of Thy love,
And feast on this immortal food,
And triumph in the love of GOD!
Clifton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

indwelling of the Spirit is to the child of God the spring and
source of his spiritual life, the sure token of his sonship, and of his
union with God in Christ.-Dean Alford.
THE
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WAITING UPON GOD.

" Wait on the Lord, and. He shall save thee."-PROV. xx. 22.
WE have here an important injunction and a precious promise.
The injunction addressed to the·Lordfs people is, "Wait on the
LOrd." That is, they are to draw near to Him in times of difficulty
and trial. They are to approach Him by prayer and supplication,
seeking His aid and interposition on their behalf. This is what
David, "the sweet psalmist of Israel," did. He says, " Truly my
soul waiteth upon God: from Him cometh my salvation." "On
Thee do I wait all the day" (Ps. lxii. 1; xxv. 5). This is what
he encouraged others to do. " Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the
Lord" (Ps. xxvii. 14). Now, attached to this important injunction
is a precious promise., "Wait on the Lord, and He shall save
thee." Do not try to save yourself. " Say not thou, I will recompense evil." If you have been wronged by another, do not avenge
yourself. Do not take the law into yoUr own hands and visit
upon the wrong.doer t~e punishment which he deserves, but wait
on the Lord. Tell Him your trial. Pour out your heart before
Him. He says, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord."
Commit yourself, then, "to Him that judgeth righteously." He
will vindicate your cause. He will interpose on your behalf. He
will save you.
Waiting on the Lo~d thus involves three things. First, it involves
self"l'e8traint, so as not to endeavour to right one's own wrongs.
The man who waits on God will "rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him." Secondly, it involves faith. You wait upon
Him because you have faith in His power, His wisdom, and His
love. Thus the man who waits upon God, commits his way unto
the Lord, and trusts also in Him. Thirdly, waiting upon God
involves patience. God does not always command deliverance
immediately. He frequently tests the faith and patience of His
people. Hence waiting upon Him must be followed by waiting
for Him.' "It is good that a man should both hope and quietly
wait for the se;lvation of the Lord." "The Lord is good unto
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them that wait for BUn, to the soul that seeketh Him." "Blessed
are all they that wait for Him."
" Give to the winds thy fears;
Hope, and be undismayed,;
God hears thy sighs, and counts thy tcars ;
God shall lift up thy head.
.
" Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
He gently clears thy way; ,
Wait thou His time; so shall the night
Soon end in j~yous day."

(

Let us now fix our attention upon some of the promises attached
to the injunction to wait upon the Lord.
First, notice that salvation is promised to those who wait on the
Lord: "He shall save thee." The salvation promised may be
taken in its most comprehensive sense. Those who wait upon
the Lord will be brought into the enjoyment of eternal salvation.
Waiting upon God is an evidence of spiritual life. It is an indication that the soul has been quickened by the mighty, regenerating
power of God the Holy Ghost, and, those who wait upon God for
mercy will sooner or later be filled with joy and peace in believing.
•
God, in response to the waiting soul, will graciously bring such a
one into the conscious enjoyment of salvation from the wrath to
come. He will speak peace to his soul, and say, "I am .thy
salvation." It was thus that the publican was saved. He waited
upon God in prayer. He cried, " God be merciful to me a sinner,"
and presently " he went down to his house justified." The prodigal
son illustrates the same truth. He waited on his father and said,
" Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be called thy son," and the father responded by
saying, "Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring hither the
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be merry: for this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." Saul
of Tarsus waited upon God, for it is written of him, "Behold he
prayeth." The result was conscious salvation. He could subsequently write, God "hath saved us and called us with a holy
calling." To the awakened sinner, then, it may be said, "Wait
on the Lord, and He shall save thee." "He is able also to save
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them to the uttermost that come.unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make interceBBion for them." These words remind us
that there can be no waiting upon God apart from the atoning
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. No man cometh unto the Father
but by Him. Through His precious blood alone have we access
by one Spirit unto the Father. How blessed, however, is the
assurance that waiting upon the Lord in His precious name, the
seeking and believing soul shall have" the joy of salvation" !
Temporal salvation, however, is also promised to those who wait
on the Lord. Hezekiah's prayer, when he was confronted with
Sennacherib's host, was "Save Thou us out of his hand, that all
the kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou art the Lord God,
even Thou only." The Lord answered his prayer and said, "I
will defend this city, to save it, for Mine own sake, and for My
servant David's sake. And it came to pass that night, that the
Angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the A88yrians
an hundred fonrscore and five thousand." Thus Hezekiah waited
on the Lord, and the Lord saved him (2 Kings xix. 19, 34, 35).
Ezra waited upon God, " to seek of Him a right way for us, and
for our little ones, and for all our substance," and was able to say
afterwards, " The hand of our God was upon us, and He delivered
us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in wait by the
way" (Ezra viii. 21, 31). Moreover, Daniel was a waiter upon
God, and he experienced His saving power. His enemies plotted
his ruin, but he calmly waited upon God. "Now when Daniel
knew that the writing was signed [a writing which humanly speaking
involved his death], he went into his house; and his windows being
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God,
as he did aforetime." And what was the outcome? True, he
was" cast into the den of lions," but the mouths of these savage
beasts were closed, and Daniel was able to say: "My God hath
sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not
hurt me: forasmuch as before Him innocency was found in me.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt
was found upon him, because he believed in his God" (Dan. vi.
10, 22, 23). What encouragement do these inspired records of
God's faithfulness give to His people! Whatever be your trials

,
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and difficulties, then, "Wait on the Lord." Nothing is too hard
•
for Him. Wait on Him, and He will save you.
" When He makes bare His arm,
What shall His work withstand 1 '
When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand 1

-

"

" Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;
With wonder filled, thou then shalt own
How wise, how strong His hand."
Secondly, observe that strength is promised to those who wait
on the Lord.
The Lord's people are a feeble folk. They have no strength of
their own. They are prone to faint by the way, but" He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weaJ:Y, and the
young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint" (Isa. xl. 29-31). Do you need strength to confront.
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil 1 Wait on
the Lord. Do you want strength for the daily duties of life 1
Wait on the Lord. Do you want strength for trials in the 'home 1
Wait on Him. Do you want strength for trials in business 1
Wait on Him. Do you want strength for service 1 Wait on Him.
He says to His people, "I will strengthen t:hee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."

Finally, notice that possessions present and future are promised
to those who wait on the Lord. The world would say, "If you
wait on the Lord, imd wait for the Lord, you will lose everything,"
but the Word says, "Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He
shall exalt thee to inherit the land: w,hen th,e wicked are cut off,
thou shalt see it" (Ps. xxxvii. 34). Even now, in this present time,
the Lord's people who wait on Him are inheritors of temporal as
well as of spiritual blessings. "A faithful man shall abound with
blessings" (Prov. xxviii. 20). The Lord prospers His people even
here. Abraham, Joseph, and David are illustrations of this truth.,
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" Godliness is profitable unto all thingS, having promise of the life
iliat now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. iv. 8). To
tlt.o8!l who wait upon God, the Psalmist says, " 0 taste and see that
the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. 0
fear 1;he Lord, ye His Saints: for there is no want'to them that fear
Him. The young lions do lack, and sufier hunger: but they that
seek the Lord shall not want any good thing" (Ps. xxxiv. 8-10).
But the full experience of the inheritance to be possessed by God's
people is yet future. "We, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwellet)J. righteousness"
(2 Peter iii. 13). In view of this glorious time, the Psalmist says,
" For evildoers shall 'be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord,
they shall inherit the earth. . . . For such as be blessed of Him
shall inherit the earth, and they that be cursed of Him shall be
cut off" (Ps. xxxvii. 9, 22)." Wait then on the Lord. Wait on
Him, though He hide His face. With the prophet Isaiah, say
" I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth His face from the house
of Jacob, and I will look for Him" (Isa. viii. 17). Wait on Him
in reference to thine own needs. Wait on Him in reference to the
needs of His Church at large. Wait on Him in reference to His
own truth and His own cause. Wait on Him in reference to all
things. "Wait on thy God continually" (Hosea xii. 6). Let
the Lord's children seek to excel in this holy exercise. At all
times and under all circumstances" Wait on the Lord, and He
shall save thee."
THoMAS HOUGHToN.
Bath.
LOOK for your assistance from Christ. You serve God in Christ when
you serve God through Christ. "I call doaJI things," saith St. Paul,
" through Christ that strengtheneth me." When your own hands are
in God's works, your eyes must be to Christ's hands for support in it.
-Dr. Manton.
GOD is a Spirit, and He looks to our very spirits; and what we are
in our spirits, in our hearts and affections, that we are to Him. There·
fore, what ill we shun, let us do it from the heart, by hating it first. A
man lDay avoid an evil action from fear, or out of other respects, but
that is not sincerity. Therefore look to thy heart, see that thou bate
evil, and let it come from sincere looking to God. "Ye that love the
Lord, hate evil," saith David: not only avoid it, but hate it; and
not only hate. it, but hate it out of love to God.-Richard Sibbes.
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lhllJtlm lIapnSi.
WELLSPRINGS.
.. And the sea coost shall be dwellings and ootJ4ges /rn shepherds, aM
folds for flocks. And the COO8t shall be for the rem1lam of the house
0/ Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses 0/ Ashkelon
shall they li£ down in the evening: frn the Lord their God shall visit
them, and 'turn away their captivity."-ZEPH. ii. 6, 7.
THE prophet Zephaniah-whose name means the secret of the Lordwas one of the last of the prophets before the Captivity. His words
are full of solemn exhortation, warning, and reproof. Yet here and
there, throughout his brief but exhaustive prophecy, there sparkles
a gem of light and hope; a reading into the secret of the Lord, and of
His mercy and grace in the promised Messiah. Look at a few of these,
shining out amongst the judgments that were to befall a guilty, per·
verse, and perverted nation. "It may be ye shall be hid in the day 0/
the Lord's anger." Dr. Hawker· wrote: "The Lord's may be's are
better than man's shall be's, founded as they are in God's gracious
and eternal purpose, and secured in the blood and righteousness of
Christ."
.
Here is another in chap. iii. 5, 8: "The just Lord is in the midst
thereof . . . therefore wait ye upon· Me, saith the Lord." And again,
in w. 15 and 17: "The Lord is in the midst of thee . . . the Lord
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty." So whilst the necessary
judgment was to befall a sinful people-wholly corrupted and gone
astray-yet " in wrath" He would ever "remember mercy"; and
when He had accomplished His work and fulfilled all His will and
brought good out of seeming evil, He ,vould rejoice over them with
joy, He would rest in His love and joy over them with singing.
Then He would see of the travail of His soul with perfect satisfaction.
And there would be no upbraidings for their guilty past; no accusations brought against them; no reminders of their iuiquity; but a
perfect blotting out of all their sin and a perfect resting in His love!
Oh! the amazing mercy, forbearance, and long·suffering of our
God! How wondrous it is! How unspeakable it is! How" it passeth
knowledge!" But His heart is set upon doing His people good, and
therefore they prove their latter ends better than their beginnings.
All the Lord's people are a captive people in a dual sense. They
have been led captive by Satan at his will; and when redeemed
from his thraldom, they are led willing captives to Jesus' feet. What
a different kind of captivity this! From Satan's slaves to sons and
daughters of the Lord God Almighty; the Lord's freemen! Slavish
fears dispelled, and filial fear now implanted in their hearts, by which
they lisp, Abba, Father. The law fulfilled; the terror of its awful
holineBB, justice, and equity disarmed; and Jesus, the Middle-Man,
standing in the gap. Having fulfilled the law and made it honourable,
He now leads His children to the Father, having freed them from the
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curse of the law on the one hand and their utter inability to fulfil ita
righteous demands on the other, and thus introduces them into the
glorious liberty of the people of God. They are willing captives!
They love their Master; they will not go out free. Then it is they can
take- up the language of Psalm xxvi. 1-3, and say: "When the Lord
turned again the captivity.of Zion, we were like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing;
then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great things
for them. The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are
glad."
_
Their captivity is turned, and they are "like them that dream."
Thev cannot realize whence and how their deliverance has been accom·
plished. It is, as it were, something too good to be true, and they are as
Peter released from prison, who" wist not that it was true which was
done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision." They are brought
out by a great redemption, a great deliverance, and like the children,
of Israel in Egypt delivered from their cruel taskmasters, they are led,
fed, supplied, and preserved in the glorious liberty of the people of
God.
But it is with the experimental captivity which clouds the lives of
all God's children that I wish more particularly to deal now. They
walk often in darkness and have no light, and meanwhile their only
resource is to obey the Divine command; "Let him trust in the
Lord, and stay himself upon his God." The Slill shines, and it is light.
Again the cloud comes, and the light is withdrawn; the sun is hidden,
and the child of God walks once more in darkness. So swiftly do sun
and shadow intermingle, that the comfort and joy of one moment are
exchanged for gloom and unbelief the next. "Now and then," said
the beloved Rev. Patrick O'Leary to Mr. Bradbury at the end of his
long and chequered career, " Now and then, here and there, God cheers
me with a sense of His love. He comforts my heart as I turn the
corner of the street; but it lasts not 10ng--{)1lly the length of the corner."
Yet He has comforted, He has cheered, He has thereby encouraged
and warmed our hearts and set them longing for further glimpses of
His love and future manifestations of His grace and mercy. He never
forgets. His mind is full of His people. His heart is intent upon
doing them good, even amid all the chaos of earth's perishing things ;
when" Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation; they shall
drive out Ashdod at the noonday, and Ekron shall be rooted up.
Woe unto the inhll.bitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites !
the word of the Lord is against you; 0 Canaan, the Ill.nd of the Phi!is·
tines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant."
But does it end here 1 Has not the Lord a little remnant 1 A scat'·
tered flock to be gathered 1 A people according to the election of
grace 1 Where are they 1 What will He do for them 1 'Listen to
the prophet, how he goes on to say: " And the sea coast shall be dwell·
ings and cottages for shepherds and folds for flocks. And the coast
shall be for the remnant of the house of J udah; they shall feed there·-
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upon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening:
for the Lord their God shall viBit them, and turn away their captivity."
, .. When the Lord turned again the captivity of I¥s people." There
is much sweetness in that word when. It is a note of time, and time
that is hidden in the secret counsels of His own will" It may be long
or short, just as He please. It may be a captivity like that of Babylon ;
it may be a time 6f desert discipline, like Moses had to suffer for forty
years; it may be a lifetime of wilderness hiding, as was that of John
the Baptist; it may be the testing time of a year ere, as with Noah,
we see th,e fulfilling of His word; it may be .. other seven days";
it may be .. many days" or for" ten days," or" in three days He will ,
revive us," or as in the experience of the nobleman's son" at the
aeventh hour the fever left him." But few or many, long or short," All our times are in His hand,
All events at His co=and."
Look at the several notes of time in Genesis viii. and meditate upon
them. They were all Divinely marked. They were God's hours and
days and months of deliverance for His servant, and all were headed
with the Divine declaration, as indeed the chapter opens, .. And God
,remembered Noah." Thus did the Lord God remember and care for
His dear servant, and .. after the end of the hundred and fifty days the
waters were abated." And" the ark rested in the seventh month."
Aye, and closer yet Jehovah makes count of His days, and it was
.. on the seventeenth day of the month." Then we read of the waters
decreasing" until the tenth month." What rest there is in faith's
view of the Sovereign Ruler and Controller of all and every event' of
our chequered life. If the vision with you, dear reader, just now
" is yet for an appointed time," wait for it. In the end it shall come
and not tarry; and" Blessed are all they that wait for Him."
Yet! What a blessed word of comfort and hope to hang upon! He
turns His " hand upon the little ones." And what a protecting hand
is that! What a performing hand likewise! And what a providing
nand for His helpless, defenceless little ones! , When the Lord looks
upon His hands, He sees the names of His redeemed people engraven
there; and,
"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase."
Thus He looks upon them, and remembers their cause, and is coming
" down to deliver them." And He keeps His promises! Not one
good thing of all the Lord -has promised can fail. All must come to
pass. Therefore (the thonght was sweetly conveyed to the writer's
heart recently, when " a parcel of ground" was made memorable in
an instant by a visit from the King of kings) when He turns His
hand upon His little ones, having looked upon their names and
remembered His Covenant, He fulfils His promise, and covers, shields,
protects, and blesses them" in the day of battle." Thus His hand
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becomes His performing hand, and in a moment their captivity is
turned, and they are blessed.
Again, when the Lord turns the captivity of His people, He takes
away their reproach. It is removed as a heavy load and grievous
burden too hard to be borne. It has been well-nigh crushing them,
and grievously wounding them. But all is rolled away at the -door
of the sepulchre, and a Risen and Ascended Saviour has fulfilled all
the law's righteous demands.
And when He turns the captivity of His Church, He gives her a
new name. He allures her, and brings her into the wilderness aud
speaks comfortably unto her. "And I will give her her vineyards
from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope; and she shall
sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came
out of the land of Egypt. And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord,
that thou shalt call Me Ishi ; and shalt call Me no more Baali " ; whilst
He declares of her, " Thou shalt no more be termed forsaken; neither
shall thy land any more be termed desolate; but thou shalt be called
Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married."
And all this, beloved, is in the unchangeable mercy of our Covenant
God; and according to our text: "for the Lord their God shall
visit them and turn away their captivity." He is the Leader of
His little pilgrim band. They are estranged from the earth. The
"cottages for shepherds and folds for sheep" bespeak no great
earthly aggrandizement for the Church of Christ. Her best possessions, her better portion, lie on the other side of Jordan. Hence
the beautiful thought that "the coast shall be for the remnant
of the house of Judah." Her eyes are looking beyond, over the
waters of death to the land that is very far off, yet very near; where
the King is in His beauty; where there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor sighing; no more sea to separate the Beloved of
their souls from the objects of His love. A sea to be once crossed, and
then that glad word, " For ever with the Lord." A sea in front of us ;
our dwellings on the coast; thus, "forgetting the things that are
behind," and pressing toward the mark for the prize of our high
calling.
.
Oh, glorious anticipation! Lord, warm our hearts and fill our mouths
with holy laughter as we learn how Thou delightest to turn Thy
people's captivity. Let us sing much, and sing often, as we journey
on our way to heaven, that others may take knowledge of us that we
are "citizens of no mean city," and have our conversation "in
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ; Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able
even to subdue all things unto Himself." Such a glad and glorious
anticipation should well beget a singing, praising band of heavenly
pilgrims, who thus reflect the glory of Him Who has bought them,
and led them, and fed them, and kept them all their journey through.
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" Far down .the ages no~,
Much of her journey done,
The pilgrim Church pursues her way,
Until her rest be won.
The story of the past
Comes up before her view;
How well it seems to suit her still ;
Old, yet for ever new!
" 'Tis the repeated tale
Of sin and weariness,
Of grace and love yet flowing down,
To pardon and to bless.
No wider is the gate,
No broader is the way,
No smoother is the ancient path
That leads to light and day.
No sweeter is the cup,
Nor less our lot of ill ;
'Twas tribulation ages since,
'Tis tribulation still;
No slacker grows the fight,
No feebler is the foe;
Nor less the need of armour tried,
Of ,shield and spear and bow.
Thus onward still we press,
Through evil and through good;
Through pain 'and poverty and want,
Through peril and through blood;
Still faithful is our God,
And our own Captain true,
We follow where He leads the way,
The Kingdom in our view."
H

H

There have been some eourtly prisoners for the honour of their
Lord in past ages! J oseph knew what it was. to be held fast in prison,
until the iron entered his soul. The Apostle Paul too was an ambassador in bonds"; and touchingly he wrote to his brethren from
prison, Remember my bonds." So God's children would likewise
seek to pray one for another, knowing that as surely as they are followers
of their Lord and Master, they will know much of what these spiritual
if not actual bonds mean. Let us therefore seek to hold up one another's
hands and cheer each other's hearts by bringing our beloved ones
often to the mercy-seat; there pleading for light, life, and liberty;
yea, the walking in the glorious liberty of the people of God. Free
indeed! Thus may the desire grow daily with us that we H walk
worthy of God," Who hath called us unto His kingdom and glory.
H

H
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ILLUSTRATION.-THE DEAD SEA.

WE give this month a photographic frontispiece which we obtained in
Palestine during our tour in the East. The desolation of the scene
speaks sufficiently. The wrath of God against the iniquity of the once
populous and wicked dwellers in the doomed, and justly destroyed,
" Cities of the Plain," needs no comment from ourselves, beyond the
quotation of the Scripture concerning the one righteous man, and all
other righteous men, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment
to be punished" (2 Pet. ii. 9).

.sermonl:l anlJ j}..otel:l of ,Sermonl:l.
"THE GLORY OF THY KINGDOM."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. J. BATTERSBY, VICAR OF
Sr. JAMES', SHEFFIELD, AT KENNINGTON ROAD, LONDON, 1881.
" They shall speak of the glory of Thy T.;i'TUjdO'ln, and talk of Thy
powe:r."-PSALM cxlv. 11.
(Concluded from page 29..)
LET us now consider the latter part of our text: "and talk of
Thy power." What is implied in the words, " Thy power" 1 and
what is it " to talk of Thy power "1 Now, what is implied in the
words, "Thy power" 1 I understand: that the power of Christ as
King is especially intended in these words. The power of Christ is
Been in this, that He is the Creator, the Preserver, and the End of all
things. I shall give you only one Scripture in proof of this statement.
" The Son is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of every
creature ,o' for by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things
consist" (Col. i. 15-17). Is not thiB sufficient to show you that Christ
is the first, the middle, and the end of all things 1 The power of Christ.
is seen in His [providential dealings with His subjects. I would
recommend you to read the 107th Psalm, which fully illustrates this
point. The manifold providence' of Jehovah over travellers, over
captives, over sick men, and over seamen, is most carefnlly described
by the Psalmist. In HiB dealings with travellers, you see Jehovah as
their Redeemer. In His dealings with captiveB, you Bee Jehovah as
their Deliverer. In His dealings with sick persons, you see Jehovah
as their Healer and Restorer. And in His dealings with seamen, you
Bee J ehovah granting a wonderful experience to His people. Four
times in this Psalm are men called upon to praise the Lord for His
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goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men, in these
words: " Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and
for His wonderful works to the children of men." Shall we not unite
with the Psalmist, and praise Christ in the firmament of His power ~
Shall we not say: "Praise Him. for His mighty acts: praise Him
according to His excellent greatness"? . The power of Christ is seen in
the miracles which He wrought when He was upon earth. The works
which He did in His Father's name bear witness of Him and of His
power (John x. 25). He said, " Believe Me for the very works' sake"
(John xiv. 2). Some of His miraculous works were, "The blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached
to them." Surely, in these wonderful works we behold a grand
display of the power of Christ. The power of Christ is seen in His
marvellous work of redemption. Consider Christ in conflict with
Satan and sin, in conflict with death and hell, and then think of His
power. He conquered Satan on .his own battlefield. He put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. He swallowed up death in victory.
The gates of hell had no power to prevail against Him.. Triumphantly
He exclaims before He ascends to His throne of mediatorship in heaven,
" All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." And afterwards
in Patmos, John hears His loving, though powerful voice, saying,
" I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." What
more shall I say about the power of Cbrist? Well, He has power to.
justify the sinner by His blood, which blood is all-powerful. He has
power to give life to the spiritually dead. "He quickeneth whom He
will." He has power to call a people out of the world, and to sanctify
them for Himself. He has power to hold them in His hand, and to.
preserve them unto His heavenly kingdom. He has power to raise
them from the dead in the morning of the resurrection. He has power
to make them inherit the throne of His glory for ever. The saints shall
talk of Thy power. And no wonder!
They shall talk of Thy power. The saints of God have always been
talkers. And why not? They have got some One to talk about. It
is impossible to stop the mouths of the saints from talking. They will
talk of Christ. Now, there are two classes of talkers mentioned in the
Word of God. The first class are those who are unruly, vain, and
foolish talkers. St. Paul ·has spoken of these on more than one occasion
(see Titus i. 10, Eph. v. 4). Amongst those who belong to this class,
I place Cain, who talked with his brother Abel, and afterwards slew
him (Gen. iv. 8). J oseph's brethren were foolish talkers when they
conspired together to put him to death (Gen. xxxvii.). The counsel
which Ahithophel gave to Absalom, when they conspired together
against David, was foolish talking (2 Sam. xv., xvi., xvii.). Tue
Scribes and Pharisees, the Sadducees and Herodians, conferred together
how they might tempt and entangle Christ in His talk, and finally
slay Him. They were foolish talkers. The Chief Priests and Scribes
6
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were foolish talkers when they agreed to give Judas thirty pieces- of
silver if he would betray Jesus into their hands. And so we might
go on speaking of those who are not only foolish talkers, but wicked,
and desperately wicked talkers. Those are foolish and vain talkers,
too, who speak of themselves as being better than their neighbours.
They may use the words of the proud Pharisee, and thank God that
they are not as other men are. But then, this is foolish talking. And
then there are those who speak as if they were able to do so much in
saving themselves. This is also foolish talking. You know what
Solomon says of such persons. These are his words: "Seest thou
a man wise in his own conceit 1 There is more hope of a fool than of
him." .I shall now pass on and see if we can discover any that understand and know how to talk wisely.
.
The second class of talkers of whom we read in the Scriptures are
those who talk of Christ and of His power humbly and wisely. Now,
we discover such persons as these in the days of the Prophet Malachi.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake [talked] often one to another:
and the Lord hearkened, and heard" what they said, " and a book of
remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon His Name." Neither these persons nor their
conversation are forgotten before the Lord. He remembers them and
makes a most precious promise to them: "And they shall be Mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and
I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."
These are the persons on whom the Sun of Righteousness arises with
healing in His wings. How delightful to talk with Jesus. Now, when
our Lord was transfigured before His disciples upon the holy mount,
there· appeared Moses and Elias talking with Him. The subject of
conversation seems to have been that of the Death and Resurrection
of the Lord of glory (Luke ix.). These are two all-important subjects.
You will remember that two of our Lord's disciples went from Jerusalem
to Emmaus on the very day that Jesus rose from the dead, and" they
talked together of all those things which had happened." Now, what
had happened 1 Christ had been betrayed, He had been crucified,
and He had also risen again from the dead. It strikes me that the
chief topic of their conversation would be the Resurrection. This
we gather from the 24th chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, to which I refer
you. Jesus drew near to these disciples, and went with them, and
freely conversed with them; but they knew Him not, for their eyes were
holden. The disciples told Jesus their story, after which He impressed
upon them that Christ ought to suffer these things, and then to enter
into His glory. And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself. What an unfolding of God's Word! He then opened their
eyes, and they knew Him; but He vanished out of their sight. And
now, what is their confession, as they talk one to another 1 They say,
" Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us by the way,
and while He opened to us the Scriptures 1" Now you see what these
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disciples had been talking about. They had been talking of Jesus
and of His suHerings; they had been talking of Him as the Redeemer
of Israel, and of His Resurrection from the dead. They had not talked
together in vain, for the Lord heard them, and remembered them,
and communed with them to the warming, comiorting, and gladdening
of their hearts. 0 Lord Jesus, favour us with such an interview with
Thyself!
.
In conclusion, What are we to talk about? About our neighbours?
About science? About business? About politics? These may be
all very well in their place. I think we have got something better to
talk about than these things. The Psalmist says, " I will talk of Thy
doings." "I will talk of Thy wondrous works." "I will talk of Thy
power." Who can exhaust the wonders of our Triune Jehovah ¥
Who can sound tbe depths of the love of Jesus in saving sinners?
Who can measure the greatness of His power and might? Who can
behold the glory of His majesty and live? Who? The saints shall
speak of the glory of His kingdom and talk of His power; -they shall
make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, and the glorious
majesty of His kingdom; for His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and His dominion endureth throughout all generations. Beloved
brethren, shall we not say: Let the name of our King, Jehovah Jesus,
and the glory of His kingdom, together with the power of His might,
be the theme of our song for ever and ever! Amen! and Amen! !
NOTES

OF

A

SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR, ON DECEMBER 30TH, 1911,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON THE MOTTO FOR 1912.

" The Lord is thy Keeper: the Lord is thy Shade upon thy right hand."
-PSALM ClL'Ci. 5.
You may notice, dear friends, that this Psalm IS headed .- A song of
Degrees." There are fifteen of these songs of Degrees, or Psalms of
ascent or goings up. It is thought by some authorities that the fifteen
Psalms were sung in groups as the captive Jews left Babylon and
journeyed through desert lands on their restoration to Jerusalem.
That is an opinion held by some, others have other views. No doubt
the contents of the fifteen Psalms, if read together, represent a very
blessed condition of the people of God, dwelling together in unity,
long banished, but now gathering together in the Name of the Lord to
their own city. We on whom the ends of the world are come look for a
special blessing in connection with this Psalm. You will notice that it
opens with the contemplation of an individual Israelite: " I will lift up
mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help" (v. 1). Possibly when the mountains of Jerusalem appeared in the distance, first
coming into view as the returning Jews journeyed from Babylon, these
words were particularly applicable. The individual Israelite speaks
for himself and his own soul, and alludes to the hills that surround
Jerusalem. ." As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the
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Lord is round about His people." So that it was from Jerusalem
his help came. The Lord's Temple was there, " My help cometh from
the Lord, which made heaven and earth." In the next verse the
person is changed, "He will not suffer thy foot to be moved." He
addresses himself to his fellow-Israelite, as they journeyed together:
" He that keepeth thee will not slumber." In the next verse he refers
to the whole nation of Israel, and no longer confines it to an individual
Israelite. "Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep." A sweet and precious word this is indeed, and a word in
season to those weary journeying Israelites as they came into view of
the Holy City-He that keepeth watch ". shall neither slumber nor
sleep." Earthly watchmen sometimes betray theiT trust and fall
asleep and cease to watch, but the Lord sleepeth not nor slumbereth,
He ceaselessly watcheth night and day-He sleepeth never! How
blessed fOT us over whom He keeps watch and is never weary of His
work-nor sleeps. "Jehovah is thy keeper "-none other. He alone",
not He and angels, not He and glorified saints, He and He only is thy
Keeper, thy constant, faithful, and loving Keeper, thy mighty-thy
Almighty-Keeper,-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Then the Psalmist
repeats this title lest there should be any mistake about it, "Jehovah is
thy shade upon thy right hand." May the Lord now help us in dwelling
upon these two divisions of our text. "Thy Keeper "-literally from
the Hebrew this is " thy keeping," and that is very lovely. We cannot
think of the" Keeper" without remembering that the Lord-Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost-is that Keeper. It signifies much in a word,
profoundly much in little. In the first place it means to keep safely.
What a word for us this morning, the last Lord's-day, the privileged
day of the whole year, which began on a Lord's-day and terminates
its course on a Lord's-day also; and we are privileged to think of
the year as possessing more Lord's-days by one than its predecessors.
What it means to us as individuals I cannot say, but let each ask
himself, " My soul, what are these great things to thee ~ Is this day to
thee above all others ~" Our Lord rose this day, Jehovah has commanded this day as His. The wicked world has perverted this most
holy day-the Lord's-to its own ends and objects, but the Church
of God are of another and better mind. To them the day is full of
meaning, full of mercy very visibly manifested. Of man's time on
earth a seventh of it is sanctified for His use, and it is not possible that
this should be perverted without judgment following. God is a jealous
God, and will not give His glory to others, and He looks on this day as
a monument of His mercy. He has set apart this resurrection day as
His Own. May we regard it as a privilege that we have this day to keep,
that we are put in trust of this most holy day to use for God's honour
and glory. The Lord is the Keeper of him who walks in the power of
the resurrection which this day commemorates. You cannot separate.
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the resurrection of His dear
people. Not only the Head rose, but the whole body in union with
that eternally living Head. His Church rose with Him; hold that
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fast. "I, the Risen One, am the first and I am the last." Christ has
spoken in His Father's Name and in His holiness, and none other
has so spoken. Hold fast to the Risen One Himself. "Keeper,"
in the sense too of a continuous Watcher. Watching over His people
tenderly and constantly and perfectly. You have nothing to fear of
evil. Trust, and be not afraid. The Lord is thy Keeper-it is He Who
guards and thus keeps His people. He shal1 keep-keep perfectly,
nothing can be added to His watchfulness in its perfection and ability.
The Church is wel1 kept day and night, close to His side. No weapon
formed against it shal1 prosper. You have that Covenant promise in
writing which can never grow dim by age. The Church cannot be
robbed or spoiled of her portion. Hold fast that thou hast, made thine
by eternal Covenant and everlasting love, which is running, but will never
run short of its course. His eternal love, with which God-Father,
Son, and blessed Holy Ghost-loves you, and none can turn Him from
it. He loves with al1 His heart, son!, and mind-speaking after the
manner of men. Who loves at al1 times like Him? Love one another,
dear children of God, but the love of the saints can never be as the
love of our heavenly Father; He loves with a redeeming love. He
made you His dear children in His great and mighty love, ana He
cannot be turned from or against you. "Having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end," was said of
Jesus, that end which is an endless end; to the end of their timestate-yes, to their life's end, but the everlasting is over and above
and supreme; there is no comparison between. time and eternity for
greatness and blessedness, and He loves His people with a peculiar,_
everlasting, and changeless love. "The Lord is thy Keeper." may this
text be with you through al1 the year, and last you as a daily study.
Jehovah thy Keeper-to watch over you, to guard you, and to keep
you in His own peculiar keeping.
" The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand." The saints of God
need a shelter, and so is He set out as a shade or shelter for protection.
There was one mentioned in the Old Testament, who in a time of great
trouble and stress spoke of his dwe1Iing as a safe sheltering place-a
place of refuge. "The shadow of my roof," he cal1ed it; that is what
the Lord Jesus is when He says He is " thy shade upon thy right hand."
He will be the shadow, or refuge, to His children, so that none can
hurt them. "Lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." This
is one of His sure promises,-live upon it, and die upon it. He has
pledged His sure word to be the shadow His people need in times of
drought and heat, when they require special protection. .He will be
that protection. We notice that with the Lord's promises there is
mentioned a condition, and it is for you and me to see how far the
condition includes us, and to take the Lord Himself to witness to the
truth of His promise as subject to that condition. In Isaiah xxvi. 30
we read, "Thou wilt. keep him in perfect peace "-peace, peace, as
you will find it in the margin; twice over, which signifies perfection;
the double, the double, which again the promises of God include. The
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double is the portion of God given to His sons and daughters. He will
not put off His Church with anything less; you can never cause it to
change in quantity, it is the" double" the Lord gives to His doublyloved Church. "God loveth a cheerful giver," and He is Himself that
cheerful Giver. "Because he trusteth "-not that merely, but "in
Thee." It is the object of trust which is the power of the promise.
In Thee, the holy Promiser, "the same yesterday, and to·day, and
for ever," knowing "no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
" Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting
strength." You will need that promise for tlie 'new year on which
you are about to enter-" everlasting strength "-" the Rock of Ages."
This is no doubt tqe place from which dear Toplady got his thought
on which he based his precious hymn:" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
Is that your prayer? 'The living Rock, the Rock which yields living
water, is able to follow the footsteps of the recipients as were the
Israelites in the wilderness, and " that Rock was Christ" ; that is, the
streams of water the rock yielded pursued them so that they needed
not again to cry, " Give us water" ; living water abounded, Christ, and
His salvation. " Trust ye ;in the Lord for ever." Shortly He will
give the dainties of the everlasting Covenant, all in Christ Jesus and
for His sake. He will give them to drink" of the fountain of the water
of life freely" ; that is, Christ and His fulness, Christ evermore, Christ
all through eternity. "For ever "-one cannot get to the end of that;
" to-day "-1 can understand that, but" for ever," eternally, everlastingly, unendingly, tor ever, that is beyond me, 1 cannot attain to
it. Let us own ourselves at a hopeless loss. It is written, " Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things wbich God hath prepared for them that love Him "; we
wait---wait---wait. We know whom We have believed, and do not
wait in,vain. Wait, and continue in prayer to Him, the everlasting
Giver, and may God bless you in your humble, prayerful efforte to
follow Him fully. "Let God be true "-let that be your language
as we hononr, believe, and trust in our God. God is eternal truth.
He is a shade upon His people's right hand. Thus protected, none
can hurt them. He will keep them "night and day "-that is, all
the time. He will keep them, and who keepeth like Him? "The
Lord is thy shade," or shield. At times some of us might find the
glory too great unless shielded and shaded by the Omnipotent
One. "The Lord is thy shade," or Protector, lest overmuch
glory should overcome thee. He keeps His people as the apple of
His Own eye. , "He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His
eye." Who or what, in time or eternity, can tell the sacredness of
J ehovah's very eye, and it is to that that He likens the people He keeps!
Thus .believers have nothing to fear as they enter on the new year.
" The Lord is thy Keeper; the Lord is thy Shade upon thy right hand."
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REMEMBRANCE.
" Thus saith the Lord,. I remernbe-r thee. "-JER. ii. 2.
" I rernembered God. ' I will rernernber the years of the right hand of
the Most High. I will rernernbe-r the works of the Lord: surely
. I will rernernber Thy wonders of old."-Ps. Ixxvii. 3, 10, ll.

verses before us speak of a twofold remembrance. The Lord
remembers His people. He is continually mindful of them aud !lever
fails to provide richly for their every need. And they also remember
Him. It is natural in the early days of the new year to look back on
the past, and recall the way in Which. we have been led. This stirs us
up to thankful praise, and strengthens our faith. The Lord's fa.ithfulness in the past encourages us to trust Him more fully in spite of all
encompassing difficulties. He who ~an say "The Lord hath been
mindful of us," will certainly add," He will bless us." And in that
blessed confidence he will go forth in the unknown path, relying on his
God.
I. Before we enumerate those things which the Lord remembers,
let us take. comfort from the thought that He does not rernember the
sins of His children. If we repent, if we confess our sin, He is faithful
and just to forgive. Divine' forgiveness includes forgetfulness, and
the sins of the believer are blotted out, cast into the sea, borne into
the wilderness, and remembered no more (1 John i. 9; Ps. xxv. 7 ;
lxxix. 8; Isa. xliii. 25; J er. xxxi. 34; Heb. viii. 12). Yet it is not sO
with impenitent sinners (Hosea viii. 13; Rev. xvi. 19).
The Lord remembe-rs our frailty (Ps. Ixxviii. 39; Ix.xxix. 47; cxxxvi.
23). Very fully does He comprehend all our infirmity of body and soul.
He bears and carries in His everlasting arms, with the 'tender strength
of a loving Father, each one of His people, from the helplessness of
infancy to the old age and the hoar hairs. He gathers the lambs with
His arm and carries them in His bosom. He protects His trembling
ones beneath His wings. He suffers His disciples to lean on His breast
(Is. xl. ll; xlvi. 4; Ps. xci. 1-4; John xiii. 23).
The Lord remernbers our praye-rs and needs. The child of God is often
tested in his prayers, and the answer is delayed. Hath God forgotten ~
It might seem as though He had when Daniel was cast into the lions'
den and his friends were in the furnace. But they were not forgotten.
God remembered Abraham and answered his prayer for Lot. God
remembered Noah.
God remembered Rachel and hearkened to
her. He remembered Hannah when she prayed. And a book of
remembrance is before Him for those who fear Him, and speak of Him,
and think upon His Name (Gen. viii. 1; xix. 29; xxx. 22; 1 Sam. i. II ;
Mal. iii. 16).
.
The Lord remembers the vows of His people. He remembers, .and He
'bids them remember, the day when they came out of the house of
bondage. He remembers the day when the trembling sinner came to
His feet in deep repentance, and the time when that sinner took a solemn
pledge to serve the Lord all the days of his life-the time when every
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talent, and power, and possession were yielded np to Him for ever. Nor
does He forget the work and labours of love of His people. He must
be deeply grieved when they leave their " first love," and He bids all
such to remember whence they are fallen, and to repent (Ps. xx. 3;
cxxxii. 1-5; Jer. ii. 2; Heb. vi. 10; Rev. ii. 5).
The Lard remembers our reproach. All His servants must bear
reproach. All are to some extent mocked and despised for His sake.
Our Saviour passed through this experience, and it is spoken of in the
Messianic Psalms (Ps. xxii. 6--8, 12, 13; lxix. 7-10, 19, 20). He
remembers the crown of thorns and the purple robe, and the taunts of
Herod and Pilate, of Jew and of Gentile, scribe and priest, and the
whole multitude. He bore all this for us, and He wills that we should
share His reproach and bear it meekly, praying for our enemies and
forgiving them freely even as He did. He will avenge His own elect
speedily (Ps. lxxiv. 18-23; lxxxix. 50, 51; cxxxvii. 7).
The Lard remembers His Covenant and promises. He made this
Covenant before the world began, in order that His people might be
saved. In the Person of His Son He provided a Ransom, a Substitute,
a Surety in the place of guilty sinners, and made Him answerable for
their shortcoming. Christ undertook His part in this everlasting
Covenant, and sealed it with His own blood (Heb. xiii. 20). Nothing
can be added to, or taken away from it. It will stand for ever. It is
a Covenant of grace-free, unmerited grace--and every blood-bought
soul has an interest in it. The promises of God are also the outcome
of His grace, established on His unchanging faithfulness. They have
comforted thousands of believers, and they will comfort such to the
end of the age. The God Who made them will fulfil them. He
permits His servants to remind Him of His own word, "The
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance" (Gen. ix. 15; Lev.
xxvi. 42; Ps. XA'V. 6, 7; lxxvii. 9, 10; cv. 8; cvi. 45; cxix. 49 ;
cxii. 6; Ex. xxxii: 13).
Tke Lord remembers His people individually. He calls His own sheep
by name. He watches over each one, causing all things to work
"together for good and counting the hairs of their head. He seeks after,
and deals with His children one by one. At times believers are tempted
to say, " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me."
But the Lord never forsakes, never forgets His servants. The ninety
and nine are in the wilderness, but the one lost sheep is sought and
found. Not one of those sheep can be plucked from His hand. "Every
onc of them in Zion appeareth before God." Amid the vast host of
stars, not one faileth. And though the little sparrows be many, not
one is forgotten (Ps. cvi. 4; Isa. xliii. 1; xliv. 21; xlix. 14, 15; Jer.
xxxi. 20; Luke xxiii. 42).
H. We have seen that the Lord remembers His people and cares
for them in spite of their unfaithfulness, ingratitude, and sin. And
the Holy Spirit works upon the hearts of believers, bringing all things
to their remembrance, and enabling them to remember the Lard. The
desire of their souls is to His Name and to the remembrance of Him.
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They desire to remember Him in their ways, and to live every day in
His fear (Ps. xlii. 6; !xxvii. 3; Eccles. xii. 1). It is sad to know that
at the present time there are numbers of intelligent people who live as
though there were no God (Deut. viii. 11, 14, 18, 19; Ps. ix. 17).
Christians remember Goifs commands. They search the Word daily,
seeking grace that they may perceive and know what things they ought
to do, and also may faithfully fulfil the same. The loving child delights
to remember the wishes of his parents. And the children of God
remember His commands. They remember to keep holy the sabbath
day. They revere and obey the Word of the Lord. They value and
use all the means of grace. They love the house of prayer. They
remember the Name of their God (Ex. xx. 8; Ps. xx. 7; cm. 18;
cm. 52, 55; Is. xxvi. 8; 2 Peter i. 12-15; 2 Peter iii. 1, 2).
They remember that God is their Rock. He only is their Refuge and
Strength, and in every season of need and danger they turn instinctively
to Him. He is their Dwelling-place, and very safely do they abide
under His shadow (Ps. Ixxviii. 35).
They remember the days of old. .. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us,"
is the grateful testimony of the saints. They recall His former deliverances and mercies, His songs in the night, His works and wonders in
the past. It greatly cheers them to remember His loving favour
and gracious answers to prayer; strength in time of weakness, peace
in the midst of conflict, and comfort in sorrow. As time goes on they
are continually storing up these blessed memories. Every year has
its record of mercies, and the inner life of the child of God is full of
sacred recollections (Ex. xiii. 3; Deut. xvi. 12; viii. 2; xxxii. 7;
Ps. xlii. 8; !xxvii. 6, 10, 11).
They remember all His benefits. It is well to count up our blessings
and to praise the Lord very definitely for all His goodness. Surely
"e should be full of praise for temporal things, and how much more
for the spiritual and eternal gifts which the Lord has made sure to us in
His Covenant of grace. We ought to stir up our hearts to more praise.
.. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me." This is the best antidote
to a murmuring spirit. Believers should kEiep God's great goodness
continually in remembrance. .. Sing unto the Lord, 0 ye saints of
His, and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness" (Ps. xxx.
~; !xviii. 19; ciii. 2).
They remember Zion. .. The Lord's remembrancers " will not forget
to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and to seek her good. They will
plead that God's ancient people, the Jews, may be restored to His
favour and abundantly blessed with spiritual mercy. They will also
pray for the universal Church, the blessed company of all faithful
people, the spiritual Zion. But there is another sense in which they
will remember her. When the Jews were in Babylon, far from their
city and temple, they mourned and longed for Zion. Believers, too,
are in exile, strangers and pilgrims, dwelling in tents, passing through
the world as through a - wilderness. Where is their Zion 1 It is
described most gloriously in the last chapters of the Revelation, and
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the sainta have many heart-sick longings to behold the City of God.
They will never relit, never take root· in Babylon. They prefer
Jeruaalem above their chief joy (Ps. cxxii.; Ps. cxxxvii; Isa..lxii. 1-7).
They remember the Lord's death till He come. "Take, eat: this is My
body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. . . .
This- cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye
drink it, in remembrance of Me}' (1 Cor. xi. 23-26). The broken bread
and wine poured out show forth the death and suffering of the
Saviour, and they are a figure of the nourishment and refreshment
found in feeding upon Christ. For His flesh is meat indeed and His
blood is drink indeed (John vi. 55). "We will remember Thy love
more than wine" (Song of Solomon i. 4; Luke xxii. 19). "To the
end that we should alway femember the exceeding great love of our
Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and the
innumerable benefits which by His precious blood-shedding He hath
obtained to us; He hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries as
pledges of His love, and for a continual remembrance of His death, toour great and endless comfort": "He did institute, and in His holy
Gospel command us to- continue, a perpetual memory of that His
precious death, until His coming again" (Exhortation, and Prayer of
Consecration in the Communion Service). "Till He come." In that
day, fast approaching, the Lord will drink again of the fruit of the vine
in the kingdom of God with all His blood-bought people.
" 0 Thou, from Whom all goodness flows,
I lift my heart to Thee;
In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes,
Dear Lord, remember me.
"When on my aching, burdened heart,
My sins lie heavily,
Thy pardon grant, Thy peace impart :
In love remember me."

•

" According to Thy gracious word,
In meek humility,
This will I do, my dying Lord,
I will remember Thee.
" Thy body, broken for my sake,
My bread from heaven shall be ;
Thy testamental cup I take,
And thus remember Thee.
" And when these failing lips grow dumb,
And mind and memory flee,
When Thou shalt in Thy kingdom come,
o Lord, remember me."
HENRIETTA

G.

BOWER.
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THE LORD'S SPECIAL TREASURE.
A DEAR reader of this MAGAZINE wrote to me lately, and asked me to
think over tke two precious verses upon which I am now writing,
Malachi iii. 16, 17. The more I read them and meditate upon them,
the greater fulness and increasingly tender beil-uty I see in them; so
that'it will be difficult to condense into brief form-volumes might
be written upon this 'ever-delightful subject.
.. They that feared the Lord." How often this expression is used,
the fearing meaning the affectionate solicitude which is sensitive and
apprehensive of giving any pain or displeasure. " They that feared the
Lord." May the writer aud readers be found in that blessed company
to whom appertain so many precious blessings. .. Oh, how great is
Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee";
" Thou hast given a banner to them that fear Thee" ; " Surely I know
that it shall be well with them that fear God"; "The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him" ; "The eye of the Lord is upon them
that fear' Him . . . to deliver their soul from death" ; "The angel
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him and
delivereth them"; .. There is no want to them that fear Him "; "His
,alvation is nigh them that fear Him"; "Great is His mercy to them
that fear Him"; "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him "; "The mercy of the Lord is from 'everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him"; "He will fulfil the
desire of them that fear Him "; "The Lord taketh pleasure in them
that fear Him."
Next, we find a special characteristic or custom mentioned of those
that feared the Lord: they " spake often one to another." Referring
to Deut. vi. 6, " These words "-that is, of loving the Lord with all
the heart and with all the soul and with all the might--" these words
shall be in thine heart." And you will remember that our Saviour
said in one of His addresses to His disciples, "Of the abundance of
the heart his mouth speaketh" (Luke vi. 45). So we can easily
understand from these passages that when they that feared .the
Lord spake often one to another, they spoke of Him and of all His
marvellous love and gracious dealings. Also, dear reader, do note
that it was not occasionally-at times few and far between-that they
thus spake, but "they spake often one to another." Life is so full
of His blessings. .. His goodness endureth continually'~ ; so the grateful,
appreciative heart should be constantly and lovingly dwelling upon
all that his Lord has done and is doing and will do. Then our
language will be that of praise. "His praise shall continually be in
my mouth," will be our resolve. We speak often one·to another.
Is our converse of Him? Is it the Spirit-taught people talking of spiritual
matters? Surely, more than all other people, the Lord's people should
be full of satisfaction, and testify to His glory. May we use this high
and holy privilege more in all its sweetness. It will be a foretaste of
the blessed society and conversation in the Happy Land above.
.. The desire of our soul is to Thy name and to the remembrance of
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Thee" is our heart's language often when lips fail to mention; but
when enabled by the Holy Spirit thus to converse, it will tend to our
own comfort and to the encouragement of those to whom we speak,
and will be a delight to our dear Lord.
.
Let us proceed and see what the Lord did when those who feared
Him spake often one to another. For He notices all-ilverything
pertaining to His loved redeemed people is of intense interest to Himand so we read, "The Lord hearkened and heard." The word
" hearkened" indicates a personal, eager, closely attentive listening.
He hearkened, and did not listen in vain. He heard. He heard every
word, and hearing was well pleased, so much so that we read, " A book
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the
Lord." We have our books of remembrance for birthdays, for special
sayings of special people, for the sacred days when our beloved pass
from us, for their sweet words when they were with us, for all the
words of hope which cheer us on our journey here below. We have
our visitors' books to record names of guests who from time to time
visit us in our homes. We have books of remembrance of various
kinds, but only for the people or the subjects we value and wish to keep
in memory. So the Lord. has His book of remembrance to record
that which He values; not to aid His memory, for He never forgets,
but He accommodates His language to His people's understandings.
They note down to impress on the memory and to keep in memory ;
so He uses this imagery to explain His love and how much He values
us. The book of remembrance denotes double security; the written
record and the heart record.
There is another most precious description of His people. This
book of remembrance was written before Him-that is, in His sight
and by His own dictation, not merely entrusted to a clerk or a
secretary-" for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His
Name." "That thought upon His Name," that is, that dwell upon Him
in the heart, that constantly resort to Him, that know from blessed
experience that" the Name of the Lord is a strong tower." "They
that know Thy Name will trust in Thee." "Let them that love Thy
Name be joyfuL" "Thy Name is as ointment poured forth," ..
fragrant is it, and so soothing, and so healing.
" How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear,
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
When the believer thinks upon the Name of his Lord he finds
strength, refreshment, comfort, and" balm for every wound." There is
reciprocal delight, for the Lord records him in His book of remembrance.
"Them . . . that thought upon His Name." Dear reader, who art
writing hard things against thyself, questioning thy right, and thy
title, and thy standing in His Family; dost thou think upon His
Name ~ Is it. very dear to thee ~ Dost thou love His charm.ill.g
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Name ~ Is it ,< music in thine ear ~" His Name, Jehovah Tsidkenu
-the Lord my righteousness; Jehovah-jireh-the Lord will provide.
The expression "His Name" suggests many rich fields of thought.
They that think upon His Name, know His Name, rejoice in His Name,
and rest in His Name, find abounding consolation and sweet satisfaction.
This wonderful passage proceeds to unfold the future of His dear
people. Not only does He note them in His book of remembrance,
but His heart, so to speak, bounds with loving rapture as He thus
hearkens, and looks upon, and writes upon His people. Delightedly
He exclaims, "They shall be Mine in that day when I make up My
jewels," or "special treasure," as in the margin. Mine now, to
lead, feed, comfort, strengthen, and shield. They are My hidden
ones now; they are unset jewels. I know them, and listen to them,
and inscribe in My book of remembrance, and most tenderly regard
them; but" in that day"-that day when they shall be manifested,
that day when I make up or set My jewels, rejoicing over My special
treasure, their gleaming glory and flawless brilliance-" they shall be
lIine," " and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him." We know how a father's heart construes all his son's
dealings in the best possible light, sparing him even if there should
be faults, for his heart yearns over him.
Reader, is there not something very, very precious in these words
to thee ~ His special treasure! Why ~ Because so dearly bought,
even with the life blood of His only begotten Son. Special treasure
because in Christ, hidden in Him, perfect in His comeliness, robed
with His righteousness, spotless in His all-prevailing merit. Because
they are sealed by the Spirit, separated from the world, a people near
unto Himself, called by His Name. Because they think upon His
Name, and speak of it, and love it, and rejoice in it. "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." " I
will spare them." Oh! dear Spirit-taught reader, does not thy heart
qnickly rush to the sacred words, ., He that spared not His own Son"
with "I will spare them "~ Yes, He " delivered Him up for us all" ;
iherefore, well may the Apostle argue, "How shall He not with Him
«lso freely give us all things ~ "
" 0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy Head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me :
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me."
He "hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." Christ is the" Firstborn
among many brethren." In Him we are" the sons and daughters of
the Lord Almighty." "On such love my soul still ponder,"
meditate, and rejoice all through thy wilderness way, till at length He
call thee higher. It may be through the valley of the shadow of dea.th-
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only a shadow now since He has taken away the sting and the substance.
Or it' may be that He will come very soon to earth again; so shall we
be caught up to meet Him in the air. Then shall we be manifested as
His 8pecial treasure, His radiant resplendent jewels. " Oh ! ' what
a sunrise will that Advent be ! " What a day-dawn with no night.
Then shall they who have thought upon His Name see His face, and
His Name shall be in their foreheads, and they shall again speak often
one tQ another and to Him.
" Home of my sonl, how near
At times to faith's far-seeing eye
Thy golden gates appear."
NETTlE.

•

THE EXHAUSTLESS SUBJECT OF PRAYER.
THE children of God whom He brings into communion with Himself
by teaching them how to pray, have this-amongst other cordials
for their sometimes fainting spirits-that He is " nigh unto them in
all that they call upon Him for." It is a' comprehensive and most
comforting and encouraging fact; for it is His will often to give the
desire for a thing long before the appointed time of its bestowal. It
is not that He delays the answer. The time is from the beginning
set for performance of the good thing promised and hoped for. His
people's "time is always ready." Occasionally desire bursts into
vehement flame. It seems that the violent must take it by force,
and the question of the prophet, "Now, Lord, what wait I for ~ " is
full of meaning. But His children are not left comfortless or
unblessed though they find that God's" time is not yet." "I have
heard thee," was the response of the Lord to Abraham's prayer for
Ishmael, and as He made it the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort knew that to the latest generation of those who sought His
face it should remain the first recorded acknowledgment of a saint's
prayer. Therefore it was no vain assurance of the Psalmist, though
flesh and heart failed, that it was good for 'him to draw near unto
God. It was no forlorn hope that urged Jonah from the bottom of
the mountains to look again to God's holy temple; no unreality to
the "man of afflictions" in the third chapter of the Lamentations,
that God had heard his voice. David said he loved the Lord because
" He hath heard my, voice and my supplications; because He hath
inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I
live." He wonld call upon Him with heart consciously made meek
and contrite, persuaded that the thing sought was according to God's
will and would surely be granted; or he would call upon Him from
the ends of the earth, as to One who shut out the prayer; call again in
the gladness and rejoicing of answered petition and enlargement;
or call, not knowing if it was" in truth," or acceptable.
From time to time the Lord forces it upon His children that His
thoughts are not their thoughts, but are as high as heaven above
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them. He invites, He commands them to pour !lut their hearts befQre
Him; to show Him all their trouble; to tell Him all their desire;
and He has said that He is nigh unto them IN all. He may be nigh,
to answer at once-before they call, while they are yet speaking, as
to Nehemiah and the God-fearing woman of the eighth chapter of the
Second Book of the Kings. He was nigh to Hannah during long years
of " sore provocation" and sorrow. He taught her many a spiritual
lesson that she asked not of Him, and then added the very thing that
ahe wanted-one of the sweet gifts of this time-state. He was nigh.to
David while he fasted and lay all night on the earth, begging the life
of Bathsheba's child. He was preparing goodness in spiritual mercies,
and when He denied His servant's request, and the infant died, the
bereaved father rose, anointed himself, and worshipped. David had
given "occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme," but in
the riches of that grace which human thought cannot fathom, it was
as true of him as of Daniel, that from the first day that he set his heart
to nnderstand and to chasten himself before God, his words were
heard.
Not an instance is omitted from the Word of God which would add
to the comfort of His praying people; and the variety which He has
given of wants, spiritual and temporal, that have been laid before
Him, is of His own choosing. Jacob prayed because he feared Esau;
Elijah prayed earnestly for rain; Hezekiah prayed for recovery from
sickness; Moses sought, on behalf of his charge, pardon, guiding,
feeding; Jabez prayed, "Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed,
and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me, and that
Thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me." And
God granted to each that which he requested. His answer is sure to
be" peace," but He will see to it that His people are long or repeatedly
exercised. Spiritual desires, temporal wants with their endless
individualities, all are known and registered on high with the God of
love, mercy, and wisdom to grant or to deny. He says, " It is good
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of
the Lord." "The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to the
son! that seeketh Him." They are ignorant and know not what
they should pray for as they ought; or when praying, know not what
they ask, what their petitions embody. But He that searcheth,
knoweth what is the mind of the spirit. There may be a desire for
God's glory in a request for a temporal blessing; there may be a
self-seeking when something spiritual is wanted. But to the work
of His hands He will ever have a desire, and in Covenant undertaking
love and grace will help their infirmities.
" Pray without ceasing" ; "In every thing," with thanksgiving for
all the precious if small tokens of His remembrance, " let your requests
be made known unto God," are exhortations to the followers of the
Lamb. He, the Son of ,God, prayed with" strong crying and tears."
He prayed the more earnestly as He learned the sinless shrinking
from pain, which for the sake of His sinful people must come upon
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Him. But with lips of truth and grace He could say, "I know that
Thou hearest Me always." He asked for and received grace and gifts
for men, even for the rebellious, "that the Lord God might dwell
among them." He went out into desert places to pray. He spent long
lonely nights in supplication. They-we-could not watch with
Him one hour; but nothing-was able to stop the flow of that love which
passeth knowledge. He lifted up His eyes to heaven and commended
to His Father's keeping those given to Him out of the world.' Lord,
let the Apostle's desire, " That I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection," be chief in the hearts of Thy people; for Thou hast said,
" Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness." He is
now ascended and ever lives to make intercession, pleading His own
Name, always with equal power whether on behalf of one who has
long known Him or for one who has but" first believed"; listening
to every sigh, cry, and desire, worded or unworded. He is " able to
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." Hannah
asked for one child and got seven. Solomon sought wisdom only,
and much more was added. "What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee ~'" was His tenderly compassionate invitation. "Be it unto
thee even as thou wilt." "Ask," He said, "and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you;
for everv one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened."
.
FOLLOWER-ON.
A SWEET PROMISE.
" I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I willlcad him also, and restore
comforts unto him and to his mourners. I create the fruit of the
lips,. Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near,
saith the Lord,. and I will heal him."-IsAIAH lvii. 18, 19.

-
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HEALING, leading, comfort, peace,
What a fourfold promise this!
Lord, Thy precious truth reveal,
And with power this promise seal.
Our backslidings we deplore,
Former comforts now restore;
May our guilty wanderings cease;
Lead us in the way of peace.
May our mourning hearts rejoice;
Let us hear the Shepherd's voice,
Telling wanderers not to fear,
Speaking peace to him that's near.
" I will heal thee," saith the Lord,
" And thy health shall be restored,
Healing, leadiIfg, comfort, peace,
These sha)l never, never cease."

EMMA DEVITT.
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THREE GOINGS DOWN INTO EGYPT.
J ACOB had experienced many and great troubles before the famine
came which was so sore in the land. But he stood interested in that
promise of J ehovah, which is sure to all the Covenant seed: "Thou
shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side" (Ps. lxxi.
21).

•

The first manifestations, however, of the fulfilment of this Covenant
promise to him and to his house appeared to the eye of sense to be the
very opposite to an increase and to comfort. It looked as if Jacob was
to be impoverished, and filled with sorrow. Hence his verdict after
the first going down into Egypt: "All these things are against me."
But even in that first going down, with the strange usage his sons
met with, and the alarms raised in their minds thereby, there was the
beginning of an increase. It is true Simeon was left behind as a
hostage for the return of the rest with Benjamin, but they had corn,
the much-needed corn, and that also without money and without
price. Whoever should lack corn in a dearth extending over all the
face of the earth, Jacob must not; for was not the blessing wherewith his father Isaac blessed him, " God give thee of the dew of
heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine" ?
But blessings promised by the word of the I.ord are found to be as
silver tried in a furnace of earth.
In the second going down, there are mingled feelings of fear and
encouragement, as J oseph's brethren now take with them their brother
Benjamin, in order to satisfy the lord of all the land that they are true
men, and not spies; and the more they consider the matter, the more
are they assured in their minds that all they have met with is very
simple and natural in the order of the daily providence of God.
But tJte're is in their dealings with this man, this great lord of all
Egypt, a matter of former sin and transgression to be brought to
judgment, and to be forgiven, as well as the fulfilment of God's word
,vith l'espect to their individually bowing down. And how soon events
transpire that shatter all their encouraging hopes, bringing them to
the very border of despair.
Yet notwithstanding this, their second going down brings to J acob,
with its amazing issue, an increase of greatness and of comfort on
every side. It brings him corn, and the prospect that the Lord
Jehovah~will keep him alive in famine, and sustain him with" plenty
of corn and wine."
And of the third going down, what shall we say? First of all, there
was the Lord's own" Fear not," specially spoken to Jaeob, with the
Divine assurance of His presence with him. The promise, too, that the
Lord would surely bring him up again, and that his own Joseph should
perform for him the last offices of filial love, when he should have
closed his eyes on all under the skies and opened them to all the glory
and blessedness of heaven.
I
When that blessedness came to Jacob, then indeed was the promise
7
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of the everlasting Covenant made good to him in a fulness and blessedness only to be exceeded and perpetuated at the resurrection of the
dead. Princes of Zoan came out of Egypt to attend his burial in the
Cave of Machpelah in the land of Callaan; but surely, when a higher
order than they, even elect angels, shall· be sent forth to fetch his
redeemed body thence, shall he not find an increase of greatness, in
thA great love wherewith the God of J acob loved him, and a comfort
on every side beyond all that can be conceived by mortals in a state
of grace J
" And I will make of thee a great nation" was God's word to Jacob,
spoken to him as Jacob, not Israel. "I have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine." " That the purpose of God according to election
might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth."
Birkenheail.
G. A.
THE ONENESS OF CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE.
BEING AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CLITION CONFERENCE,
NOVEMBER, 1865, BY THE LATE REV. CHARLES HARGROVE, M.A.
I REJOICE at a meeting of this kind, where we come together on the
ground of our common Christianity. For years I have longed for such
meetings; but it has been difficult to effect them. Our little shibboleths hinder. It is comparatively easy to bring Christians together
under their own denominational banner, but not so easy to assemble
them in the alone name of Jesus. That name, that is above every
name, seems to have lost its ancient virtue to gather round itself,
without something of man's addition. We magnify our differences;
we make more of them, I think, than God does. I dare not make light
of any truth of God, but in a long life, having seen somewhat of the
different religious parties of the day, I would not, I confess, walk across
the room merely to proselytize from one denomination to another. ~
would walk a long way to proselytize souls to Jesus, or to draw the
Lord's dear people nearer to HinI, and to each other. But, from all I
have seen, I should fear to disturb anyone, to whatever denomination
he belonged, who was under the care -of a godly pastor-one, I do
believe, of God's best gifts to us. I speak, of course, of Christian
denominations or parties; for as to Romanism and Socinianism, and
other sects unsound in the faith, and falsely called Christian, my soul
abhors them.
That the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, dead, and buried, and that
He rose again, are facts, historic facts, undoubted amongst us: but it
is just as certain and undoubted a fact, resting on the authority of
God's Word, that His people are one with HinI ; and this is the subject
for our consideration to-day. ·Our Lord says, "I am in My Father,
and ye in Me, and I in you" (Jolm xiv. 20). And the Apostle says,
" He that is joined unto the Lord is one' Spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). And
again, "We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones"
(Eph. v. 30).
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Now this union is not figurative, it is real; but it is described in
Scripture by different figures. It is illustrated by the similitude of
the human body. . There are many members in the body, but all these
members, with the head, form but the one body: and this arm of mine
is not more a part of my body than a true believer is a part of Christ;
and so the Apostle teaches us-" As the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body being many, are one
body: so also is Christ"; or, as I should prefer rendering it, "tile
Christ,'~-Christ'mystic; that is, Christ with His members, His body
the Church, in contradistinction to Christ personal. (Sec 1 Cor. xii.
12, 13, 27, and Rom. xii. 4, 5.)
Again: a building is frequently used by the Holy Spirit to illustrate
this union. "Ye are God's building . . . builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit; Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone" Who unites, and sustains, and crowns the bnilding,
for He is made" the head of the corner." (See 1 Cor. iii. 9-11; Eph,
ii. 20, 22; and 1 Peter ii. 5-7.) Now, this bnilding in which we are
met, is constructed of many stones; but the building is one, it is one
house on its own fotmdation; and so the Church, " the temple of the
living God" (2 Cor. vi. 16), constructed of the many living stones,
yet forming but the one spiritual house. Alas, how many little buildings
have we made for ourselves to our own great loss!
The marn"age union also furnishes an example of this oneness of
Christ and His Church. He the bridegroom, the Church His bride
(see Eph. v. 22, 32). If the wealthiest man in our land were to marry
a very pauper, at once she is raised up from her ,poverty to affluence
and distinction; and so the Lord raiseth up His Church, into glorious
union with Himself, from her low and debased condition.
Again: a tree furnishes a symbol of this blessed union between
Christ and His people. The tree is one: the branches may be numerous,
but all derive their vitality and fruitfulness from the parent stock;
and so our Lord teaches us-" I am the vine, ye arc the branches."
In the fifteenth chapter of John we have union with Himself; in the
seventeenth, the Lord's oft-repeated prayer for the union of His people
with each other-their manifested union. How little they seem to
have striven to manifest this union, often separating from each other
on such slight occasions! Are we not guilty herein ~ And when we
refuse to meet our brethren in the alone name of Jesus, the Holy One
of God, without something of our own views of doctrine or churchism
annexed, are we not practically ignoring the unity of the body ~ Or
when, on the other hand, we stumble our brethren by offensive assaults
on their conscientious convictions, and so give them cause for withdrawing from us, are we not offending against the unity of the Spirit,
and so far introducing schism ~ The truest brethren may differ on
many points; I'believe that we all·do, more or less. We must wait
till that which is perfect is come, to see eye to eye; and meanwbile
let it be, the" forbearing one another in love," and so " endeavouring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." I may see
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differently from .my brother on a hundred points, but if we both love
the Lord Jesus, then we are one in Him·; and His Name ought to be
stronger to unite us, than all our differences to 'separate us. The
Spirit of God would lead us to meet together in that one Name, to
dweUon that one Name, and in the power of that Name to press forward
so far as we have attained; and thus it is, I believe, that we should
approach nearer and nearer to each other. The devil, I believe, with
one plausible reason or other-of which he has no lack-would lead
us to dwell on our differences, that he might separate us the more.
It is a great truth-this union with Christ-and it is a real thing.
His people are one with Him, and God sees them one with Him. He
sees them in Christ; they are" accepted in the Beloved"; "complete
in Him"; "no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus." He was
crucified; " I," says the Apostle, " am crucified with Christ" (Gal. ii.
20). He died; we die in Him. "Ye are dead," dead in Christ; yea,
" buried with Him" (Rom. vi. 4, 8). We are all dead in one sense or
other. I who am speaking to you, and you to whom I am speaking,
are dead, either dead in Christ, by virtue of our union with Him, or
dead in sin because of our separation from Him. Oh, see, dear friends,
how it is with your souls. Have you died by union with Him Who has
died for you, or are you yet without Christ, dead in sin? If you have
died in Christ, then you are not dead in sin; if you are dead in sin,
then you have not died in Christ.
But the union does not stop here. We are not only one with Him
in His death, but one with Him in His life. "He has raised us up
together in Christ Jesus" (Eph. ii. 6); we" are risen with Him
through the faith of the operation of God" (Col. ii. 12). It is not the
old life of the individual, but Christ living in him. "I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I "-not this old sinful self,
but the new self-" but Christ liveth in me" (Gal. ii. 20). We live
because He lives. "Because I live, ye shall live also" (John xiv. 19).
And we measure the duration of our lives by His life. "Ye in Me, and
I in you" (John xiv. 20). It is eternal life. Brethren, there is not
a spark of life, of spiritual life, in the soul of one here, but as Christ
is in that soul. "This is the testimony,"-God's own testimony," that He hath given to us eternal life." But where is it? It" is
in His Son." But who has it? "He that hath the Son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life" (1 John v.n, 12).
Oh, how solemn an inquiry ought it to be with each of us, Have I the
Son of God? If I have not, then mine is a dead BOul.
In this identification with the Son of God-this blessed onenessthe virtue and value of His· work passes over upon His people; of
course, I mean of His work as Redeemer-I do not speak of the
essentiality of His own eternal Sonship; but all that He did as the
God·man, He did for His people, in obedience to the Father's will,
and in all this we bave our interest. We are one with Him; we are
crucified, dead, buried, risen. He is our wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. i. 30); our life (Col. iii. 4);
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onr strength (2 Cor. xii. 9); our help (Heb. iv. ]6); our hope (1 Thess.
iv. 16, 17); His God and Father is our God and Father(John xx. 17);
and His heaven is our heaven (John xiv. 3).
•
Oh, this blessed partnership-this mystery of Divine love! The
Christ of God takes part with us, that we may take part with Him:
He became the Son of man, that we might become the sons of God;
He'was " made in the li)<eness of sinful flesh," that we might be (' partakers of the Divine nature" ; "He was made sin for us, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." Oh, the blessedness,
the honour of this union! It introduces us into the very family of God.
Every one in Christ is related to God. "He raiseth up the poor out
of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam.
ii. 8). Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren; God is not ashamed
to be called out God (Heb. ii. and xi.).
It is our title to every blessing in time and in eternity-this blessed
union with the Lord Jesus. I hear people discussing questions (often
to no profit, but it may be the contrary) about righteousness, yea,
about Christ's righteousness. But when I realize my union with Christ,
and know tbat in Him, what is His is mine-He is "the Lord our
Righteousne88.'" Oh, to realize the bleBBing of this union! What
more -do we want ~
But how can we do so ~ By faith; faith is the realizing power.
" Abide in me," said our blessed Lord, " and I in you." Here is just
what faith does, it abides in Christ; a believer is a man in Christ, and
faith realizes this fact: And, oh, what security is there in this! How
safe are we in our strong tower. Can sin overcome us there ~ Can
the world deaden our affections, or assimilate us to itself ~ Can Satan
find us out there! I believe that there is not a spot in this world
where Satan will not follow us and find us; but he cannot follow us
into Christ, he cannot find us in Him. He will follow- us to church or
to chapel; he will follow us to our Bibles and to our knees; but we
are secure from him in Christ. We are in our- hiding-place as we
realize this union, where he cannot find us out.
I have said that in Christ we are related- to God; and, dear friends,
remember that, out of Christ, we are related to Satan, and he will
claim the relationship. Oh! the awful consequences of that relation·
ship! There is no way of escaping it,' but in Christ.
We see the necessity of this union, and we see the power of it. "I
in you"; what cannot we do then ~- What is too difficult for us in
realizing the power of Christ in us! "I can do all things," said the
man of God, " through Christ Which strengtheneth me." "The worm
shall thresh the mountains." It is the saying, I think, of one of our
eminent men, John Milton, "the irresistible might of weakness."
Yes, for Christ's" strength is made perfect in weakness"; and the
great device of our enemy-and it is a great thing in our Christian
walk not to be ignorant of his devices-is to interpose something
between us and -Christ, knowing how invincible we are while abiding
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in Him. He will try by any means and every means to draw us off
from our stronghold, to get something between us and Him, and so to
weaken our strength by the way; and then he will use his advantage.
Anything will. answer his purpose-a husband, a wife, a child, a parent,
a house with ita niceties, zeal for a sect or opinion-anything, however
lawful in itself, put out of ita true place. Anything that comes into
God's place in your heart will answer Satan's purpose, and give him
power over you. Oh, how watchful, how diligent should we be to
maintain abiding communion with Christ-to let nothing interfere
with it! "I am lost," said a holy man of God, "when I think of
myself and Christ as two." Never, dear brethren, think of yourselves
and Christ as separate. Seek to realize your union with Him; watch
and pray against anything that would interrupt it. Watch over your
thoughts and affections, your words and aets. Everything that
weakens faith, weakens your union with Christ-not, indeed, as
regards your soul's eternal safety; that is secure, because Christ
will not lose one of His members; but as regards your happiness,
your holiness, and your power of serving and glorifying God.
Faith is the great realizing power. Faith is the great instrument
of. God for effecting His holy will in us. Ij; is the golden link tnat
unites us to Christ, and hence ita value. So strongly do I feel this,
that if God were to utter His mighty voice from the heavens, and say
to us," Ask what you will, and I will give it,"-some of us would doubtless bestir ourselves, and anxiously think, What shall I ask ~ I should
not hesitate for a moment; I have nothing to ask on this side of the
glory, but more faith-more faith, till faith he lost in sight. I know
not the want or longing of the soul; I know not the sin or the sorrow,
the infirmity or the temptation, for which I do not see the full provision
in Jesns, the Christ, the Son of the living God. I know not the desire
for attainment in grace-in every grace-in holiness, humility, and
love, in meekness and subduedness of spirit, for which I do not see the
supply in this Holy One of God. And if one tells me that he wants
something more than this faith, then I reply, You want .more than
Christ in His fulness possesses for you; the very fullness of God is in
Him for our very emptiness. And as faith does ita hlessed work, we
draw upon this fulness, grace for graee, and roll over all the glory
upon Him. Faith keeps nothing for itself; it comes and makes ita
demand, and He honours the demand. It draws on the treasury of
God, and enriches its possessor, pauper though he be, with the very
wealth of heaven. And so, as it increases, all Divine grace will increase;
we shall be increasingly Christ-like, and unlike our own deformed
selves.
Oh,.for more power of the Spirit that dwelleth in us! Oh, for fresh
visitations of that Holy Comforter to these poor seared hearts-the
renewing day by day that we so much need from the wear and tear of
this present evil world, that our faith might grow exceedingly, and
that so we might grow in the lnlOwledge of Jesus, and in conscious union
with Him. Truly He might say to 'us, as the Apostle said to the
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CorinthiaDS, "Ye are not straitened in me, but ye are straitened in
your own bowels." Let us not be straitened, dear brethren; but,
realizing our union, strong in the faith, giving glory to God, let us
witness for Him for" the little while." "The night is far spent, the
day is at hand "-the day of glory, when the shadows of this nighttime will for ever flee away; when faith will yield to sight, and when
we shall be with the Lord, and like the Lord, in the mansions of the
Father's house, for ever and for ever.
LORD JESUS, are we one with Thee?
Oh height, oh depth of love!
Once slain for us upon the tree,
We're one with Thee above.
Our sins, our guilt, in love divine,
Confessed and borne by Thee;
The gall, the curse, the wrath were Thine,
To set Thy members free.
Ascended now in glory bright,
Still one with us Thou art;
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part.
Oh! teach us, Lord, to k-now and own
This wondrous mystery,
That Thou with us art truly one,
And we are one with Thee.
Soon, soon shall come that glorious day,
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thou shalt to wand'ring worlds display
That Thou with us art one!
GIVEN, NOT TAKEN.
By THE AU"THOR OF " NOTHING TO PAY."
" GOD must have a great many fearing ones in the world, or there
never would be so many , fear ,wts' in the Scriptures." So said a
poor trembler in Israel, who yet, unsuspectingly, picked up this small
crumb of comfort, despite many fears.
The sovereignty of God is signally displayed in His dealings with
His people. Some are brought to peace and liberty at an early period
of their spiritual existence, while others are left to grope for the wall,
as the blind, many years, and go mouming without the light of the
Sun. They honestly confess their state, and admit the fact that they
have not got beyond a sense of sinnership, which, if the work of ths
Spirit is the bud of blessing, and however'bitter in its beginning, is
the pledge of all the sweets that must surely follow. But there are
others who have received the truth in the judgment, and, to a certain
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extent, into the heart, but their knowledge is ahead of their experience.
These are. in bondage, though they talk much of liberty; they have
fears, but they will not confess it; and they are lighting with the Light
that shows them their darkness. They have no union with the children
of God, walking in Gospel liberty, but who are the subjects of all. the
",ariations of feeling that accompany a living religion. They denounce
changes as legal, and deal with fear as a crime; and this because they
are ill-taught, and follow where others lead. Now such (believing
them to be the people of God) must not proceed to the end in this
state; God will rip up their religion, and show them where they stand:
the lofty looks of man must be brought down, and the haughtiness of
man must be humbled. Tbeir religion must be weighed in the balance
of the sanctuary; they D;lust be shown how much of it is from God,
and what measure is from man. They must be brought to such spots,
that they shall use, up all the faith that is of God, and all that is of man
shall be consumed; there shall not be left a " sherd to take fire from
the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit." And here they
learn their lesson experimentally: "Without Me ye can do nothing."
A case recently witness,ed we adduce as proof that God's poor shall
not always be forgotten-that His living ones shall be brought into
liberty, however long delayed, and the Scripture fulfilled, which saith,
" The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to
his lips."
A well-educated female, interesting in appearance, and left an orphan
at an early age, fell into ill-health through over-exertion as a daily
governess. Before long consumptive symptoms appeared, and after
some months of struggle with disease, she became a permanent invalid.
Early instructed by a godly father, she was well informed in the
leading truths of the Gospel, and, when scarcely out of her teens, she
was brought under deep soul-anxiety, which led her to feel the importance of the ways of God. Months and years rolled by, and she got no
further than this, an abiding sense of her sinnership. At last, wearied
of waiting, and hopeless of relicf, she began to dip into the world in
some of its" harmlcss pleasures" as they are called. Her spare time
was, devoted to dress and worldly associations; and the only link to
a profession of religion was attendance at a week-day service in a
place wcll established for Gospel truth. Even this was on the eve
of being renounced when sickness laid her low, which for four years,
more or less, tried her. By a slender thread of circumstances, not
necessary to name, she was brought under the notice of a friend who
had slightly known her in former days. Unable to rise from her sofa,
and breathing' with some difficulty, she yet expressed great pleasure at
seeing onc whom sh~ believed to be a Christian. On being asked where
she stood as to soul-concerns, she exclaimed• .<
" 'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
._. Do I love the Lord, or no !
:Am I His, or am I not! "
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" Those who seek shall find," the friend answered~ "No," she said,
despondingly, " I don't seek rightly, or I should have found long ago."
" There' is a set time to favour Zion, and you' cannot hurry that," it
was observed. "But that don't apply to my case," she said; "I
have waited 'so long, and am now near my end; besides, -I have been
a rebellious creature-gone back'into the world." "That may be all
true, and much more, but have you been brought out of it 1" "My
illness has separated me from the world," she replied" and I only care
now to see the people of God." "That looks well, so far as it goes.
Now, what of the people who come to see you 1" "Well," she said,
hesitatingly, " they don't comfort me, though they are very kind, and
mean it; they tell me I dishonour God by not taking Him at His word,
that I ought to believe; that the Gospel is full of invitations for sinners
to come to Jesus, and that I am only increasing my own condemnation
by giVing place to doubts and fears'," ., And do you call this the
GOspel 1 " was asked. Reluctantly she replied, " Well, they are very
good people, and they seem very happy, and they all speak as though
they could do it." , "Then, why don't you, if it is- so easy 1" "Oh,
I wish I could," said the poor girl, vehemently; "I wish I could;
bilt I can't; I long, I pray, I groan, I cry, but I get no answer. I
have had one text upon my mind for months, and that is the only
gleam of comfort I have, ' I will not suffer my faithfulness to fail.' "
" Oh, that is excellent," said the visitor; "that one word is worth, a
world, for with that word God will knock all creature-power to pieces.
God has shown you your sins, and He must sbow you salvation; and
He says, • This is the work of God, that ye believe.''' The poor thing
looked pleased for a moment, but the expression soon faded away.
" Whose faithfulness' is meant in that verse 1 " was asked. "Christ's;"
she replied: "I am at a: point about that, the Church of God' shall
have all the blessing: but where I fail is'in laying hold of it. I want
to feel the comfort of it; but I suppose my sins and backslidings keep
me out of, if I am a child of God." It was answered, " God will bring
sin to remembrance, both before and after a sense of pardon is sealed
on the heart; bnt sin cannot keep a child out of the grace of liberty
any more than out of the gift of life. If God were hindered by man's
sin, no child of Adam would be saved. All the blessings of the Covenant
belong to the saints, and, when the decreed'time is come, they must
possess them." "But don't I dishonour God by not believing 1 "
she inquired. "You can have no more faith than God gives you;
for Christ said, 'This is the work of God, that ye believe.''' "Oh;
that is a very listless sort of religion," she rejoined; "shouldn't I get
too easy about my state if I were so persuaded 1" "God will see to
that," replied her friend; "all those whom He troubles about their
state by His Spirit, will never rest till they find peace." "But many
tell me faith is an easy thing," she answered; "the simplest thing in
the world-just to believe what God has said." "And do you find
it easy 1" "No, that I don't," she exclaimed with energy. "I'd
give the world to believe and be happy, but I can't; it is not for want
•
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of will, I assure you." "No, it is want of power," replied tbe friend;
"and God keeps that power in His own hand, to dispense, by tbe
Holy Spirit, when, where, and how He pleases, according to His own
will whicb He manifests to His trembling people." "Yes; but is it
not said, 'The fearful and unbelieving shall be cast into the lake of
fire ' ~" "That doesn't mean God's fearing, trembling people; it
means the cowardly, the apostate, who deny Christ, and prove they
never knew Him and loved Him." "But, then, is it not said, 'Your
sins have separated between you and your God ' ~ so have mine."
" Now this was said, nationally, to Israel. God gave them their land
on the condition of obedience, and He cast them out for their sins,
as we see to this day; but the Covenant of grace, ' ordered in all things,
and sine,' is not based on the obedience of the creatme, but upon the
obedience of Christ." "Then don't you think God chastens for sin ~ "
" Yes, certainly: you are under discipline now in yonr feelings, and
God is making use of this gap between life and liberty to bring sins to
yol11' remembrance. Blit when the set time appointed by Him is
come, your sin will not hinder the display of His grace. The children
of God suffer loss in their feelings through sin, and get the rod in many
ways, but they can never lose a Covena.nt blessing, nor can they alter
God's purpose of love and grace concerning them."
After this interview, a few brief visits were made, but there appeared
no favourable change in her mind. She used to say, " I do not wish to
be a spiritual thief, and take that which is not given me."
From trying circumstances, these visits were wholly discontinued
for some weeks; but, calling one day to inquire how she was, the servant
said she had a message from the sick one to say, " She was vP:ry happy
now, and all right." As opportunity offered, she was frequently visited,
and then the change was indeed conspicuous. She said, without the
application of any palticular portion of Scripture, tbe whole scope of
salvation by grace was presented to her, with a f:nll and clear sense
of her interest in it; and, from that time, she had been unspeakably
happy. She said, " I do not now say, ' 'Tis a point I long to know'r am persuaded of it. The Lord has told me I am His child, and my
salvation rests on this, • 1 will not suffer My faithfulness to fail.' "
She continued more than two months in the body after this, a.nd
gave full proof that she was in the enjoyment of peace. She had those
changes in feeling that belong to God's living family, but it was 'Yell
with her to the end, and her last testimony was that a Covenant God
had done all for her, and in her, to the praise of the glory of His grace.
COVENANT

CARE.

How watohful is the loving Lord,
How sweet His providential word,
To children who believe!
Your very hairs are nUlllbered all;
Not one by force or chance can fall
Without your Father's leave.
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No cross nor bliss, no loss nor gaih,
No health nor sickness, ease nor pain,
Can give themselves a birth ;
The Lord so rules hy His command,
Nor good nor ill can stir a hand,
Unless He send them forth.
Since Thou so kind and watchful art,
To guard my head, and guard my heart,
And guard my very hair,
.
Teaeh me with childlike mind to sit,
And sing at the dear Saviour's feet,
Without distrust or fear.
I

So, like a pilgrim let me wait,
Contented well in every state,
Till all my welfare ends;
Live in a ealm and eheerful mood,
And find that all things work for good,
Whieh Jesus kindly sends.

TWO GOLDEN CHAINS OF GRACE AND TRUTH,
" FOR whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them Healso called:
and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified,
them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29. 30). The word "for"
.connecting v. 29 with v. 28, shows that we have here a brief though full
delineation of the gracious purpose of God in Christ. It has been well
called "The golden chain of God's purpose," extending from eternity
to eternity. The number of links in this chain are five, the number
of grace, and each one-fore1.-nowledge,. predestination, calling,
justification and glorification-is of free, sovereign grace.
(1). Foreknowledge. "For whom He did foreknow," that is, as
the chosen objects of His love and grace. St. Peter writes to the
strangers of the :Qispersion as " elect ACCORDING TO the foreknowledge
of God tjJ.e Father" ; and St. Paul declares (Rom. xi. 2), " God hath not
cast away His -people which He foreknew;" and then he illustrates his
point from the times of Elijah the prophet, when he said, "L<;>rd,
they have killed Thy prophets, and rugged down Thine altars, and I
am left alone, and they seek. my life." But what saith the answer of
God unto him 1 ." I have RESERVED TO MYSEU' seven thousand men,
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baa!." -Even so, then,
at this pr"sent time also there is "a remnant ACCORDING TO THE
ELECTION OF GRACE."
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.. A monument of grace, '
A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace,
Up to the fountain, God;
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal,thoughts of love to'me."
(2). "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate (or
fore-ordain) to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might
be the firstborn among many brethren." What marvellous grace is
here displayed, even as the Apostle writes to the saints at Ephesus :
.. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace." And again in 1 John iii. 1 we read,
.. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God. . . . Now are we the sons of
God: and it doth not yct appear what we shall be: but we know
that when He shall appear we shall be like Him; for wc shall see Him
,as He is."
(3). "Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called."
This is the next link in the chain of God's eternal purpose, forged, if
we may so say, continuing the figure, in time. Note the use of the past
tense. It is "called," "justified," "glorified," rather than calls,
justifies, glorifies; because when the purpose of God is spoken of, it is
so sure to be carried out that it is spoken of as if it were already
accomplished.
, " Them He also called." This is the effectual calling of all the elect
by the power of the Holy Ghost. It is a passing" from death unto
life"; a call " from dar1.-ness to light, ,and from the power of Satan
unto God." It is that new creation, of which all they are the subjects
who are .. in Christ." They are described in 11. 28 as those that" love
God"; "the called according to His purpose." The Apostle Paul
writes to Timothy: "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was giveu us in Christ Jesus, before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9).
(4). "Whom he called, them He also justified," that is, accounted
aud judicially declared them to be righteous. And this is emphatically
of grace, according to Rom. iii. 24: "Being justified freely by His
grace through the redemptiou which is in Christ Jesus." Through the
finished work of the Redeemer, the sinner who truly believes in Him
is justified. He is, in the sight of God, as if he had never sinned,
through the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ; for God
" Hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." By His perfect obedience,
we have been washed from our sins, and made righteous in Him:; for
.. As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). Thus
we are said to be " justified by His blood" (Rom. v.!9). '
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(5). "Whom He justified, them He also glorified." Grace finds
its consummation in glory.· "When Christ, Who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4). And
it is "eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10), the being " glorified together"
with Christ (Rom. viii. 17).
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days."
We have another golden chain of grace and truth in 2 Thess. ii.13, 14,
which likewise extends from eternity past to eternity to come, for it
tells of God's choice of " the Church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (chap i. 1), " from the beginning,"
and of the members being called" to the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ."
" We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you
to salva,tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ."
I seldom read this passage of God's Word without recalling to mind
an incident which occurred many years ago. After my ordination
to the ministry of the Church of England, when I went home from time
to time for a holiday, the Vicar (now deceased) of the church where
my parents were accustomed to worship, used to ask me to preach.
He did not (at that time at least) see the truth of God's election, and
we used to speak of this foundation doctrine at times. More than
once he referred to the teaching of the late Rev. Robert Walker of
blessed memory, formerly Vicar of Wymeswold, with whom he had
been acquainted at Cambridge. Alluding to a pamphlet of Mr.
Walker's which he had read, he remarked, "Why, he quotes as
Scripture what is not in the Bible at all! 'God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation.''' I was able to turn to the passage
and show it to him, much to his surprise! This incident proves how
plain and distinct the Word of God is on this doctrine. What is necessary is grace to see ourselves as vile, guilty, and ruined sinners in God's
sight, without any claim on His mercy, and then we shall believe what
God has said, even though we may not at first be able to realize our
own election in Christ unto salvation.
" Though God's election is a truth,
Small comfort there I see ;
Until I'm told, by God's own mouth,
That He has chosen me."
And if as a poor guilty sinner, you, reader, have naught to plead
and no refuge but Christ, God is telling you in the Gospel of His grace,
jjhat you are His chosen child; for" This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners."
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Well do I remember, one Sabbath evening, after hearing a sermon
in a church in a midland town in England, remarking to a Christian
friend who was very helpful'to me in those d,tys: "But would God
M just in saving some only?" He' answered me in a beautiful way,
saying, among other things, "We must submit to God's will and
pmpose," or words to that effect (compare Rom. ix. 14c-24), and then
and there by the grace, and power of. God I received, in some measme,
this truth, which, as the se",enteenth article of the Church of England
declares, "'is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly
persons."

.

Now, in the golden chain of truth which we have been considering
above (Rom. viii. 28-30), we fOl1lld the subjects of God's purpose of
grace described as " Them that love God" ; but here in 2 Thess. ii. 13
they are spoken of as " Brethren beloved of the Lord," and it is sweet
to remember the words of John, " We love Him because He first loved
us." "The carnal mind is enmity against God" (Rpm. viii. 7). If
we love Him, it is because we have been" born from above," and have
'been brought to know His great love towards us in Christ Jesus,
according to His words: "I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
As in the first golden chain, so here, one of the links is calling, with
additional links, so to speak, setting forth the power, the means, and
the result of this .calling-" Chosen you ·to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth; whereunto He ca,lled you by
our gospel."
This calling is an effectual calling through the preaching of the
glad tidings. The power is that of the Holy Spirit, the Divine Agent,
separating the subjects of it from the men of the world, and setting
them apart for God. This effectual call in the case of the Church of
the Thessalonians is c1escribedat the opening of the first epistle:
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance (1 Thess. i. 4, 5, and see following verses).
The result is " belief of the truth." TRUTH, thank God, we have in
His Word, which while men reject, the children of God are brought
to know and believe by the po)Ver of the Holy Ghost. The Lord
Jesus said, " It is written in the prophets; And they shall be all taught
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard and hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto Me." In harmony with this He prayed,
"Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth" (John xvii.
17).
This golden chain of grace and truth is of solemn importance to us
in these antichristian days. The first word pf v. 13, "But," draws
our attention to the contrast between the "beloved of the Lord"
who' by grace believe the truth, and those deceived by the "man of
sin." These latter are described as those who "received not the
love of the truth that they might be saved" (v. 10), as believing" a
lie" (v. 11), as those that" believed not the truth, but'had pleasure
in: unrighteousness" (v. 12).
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Finally, we have the glorious fruition of all " "To the obtaining
of tbe glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
There are five links in this chain of truth as in the first which we
considered: election; sanctification of the Spirit; belief of the truth;
effectual calling; glorification. And, as before observed, five is the
number of grace. And all is of grace-every link-as we may gat4er,
further, from v. 16, "Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God,
even our Father, Which hath loved us; and hath GIVEN us everlasting
consolation and good hope THROUGH GRACE." How wonderful!
What a lI1arvel of grace is real Christianity, and what a contrast to
the spurious Christianity of the day, in which earthly interests, earthly
joys, and worldly concerns loom so larg~ly! i\lay the God of all grace
keep us close to His truth, and make us to " stand fast" as faithful
.
witnesses in these last days.
Fartown (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERl' J. N OYES, B.D.
LEAD ME.
THOU Who leddest Israel
Lead me through the wild,
Where Thy life was taken
By Thy foes defiled.
Lead me when bright sunbeams
Round me softly play;
Lead me when dark shadows
Fall across my way.
Lead me when fair blossoms
Yield me fragrance sweet;
Lead me when rough briers
Wound my hands and feet.
Lead me gently forward,
For my frame is frail
As the reed that trembles
In the ruthless gale.
Lead me every moment,
Lest I blindly go
Into paths of danger,
Into pits of woe.
Lead me to the City,
Built for heirs of grace;
Then, amid its brightness,
Let me see Thy face.

ISA.
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A MEDITATION.

" This he ordained in J oseph tor a teiti,nony, when he went out through
the land of Egypt: where I heard a language that I understood
1Wt."-Ps. lxxxi. 5.
THE Psalm opens with a calling upon the people to keep the feast of
Trumpets and of the New Moon. It then refers to what is recorded
in Genesis xli. 46: "And Joseph went out from the presence of
Pharaoh and went throughout all the land of Egypt." Joseph was
an eminent type of Christ. Egypt was a land of bondage to Israel,
and as such is typical of the bondage which all the children of God,
more or less, must endure.
.
Jesus went into this land to escape Herod, but there was a deeper
meaning. He must be brought into all places and conditions of His
people, therefore it is " Out of Egypt have I called My Son."
In this" house of bondage" all God's people hear a language they
understand not, spiritually. They carinot have full understanding
until brought out of bondage into the sunshine of God's favour; till
brought to see rightly how' God in Christ can justify a sinner.
If we take the words of our passage as applied to Joseph, a careful
analysis of his life in Egypt would lead to the conclusion that he went
through much spiritual bondage there, not only in the prison house,
where" the word of the Lord tried him," but in his after-life.
God declared unto Abraha.m: "And they shall afflict them four
hundred years" (Gen. xv. 13). In chapter xli., verse 46, we read:
" And J oseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king
of Egypt." The sixth verse of chapter xlv. says, " And 'yet there are
five years" of famine, at the time when Israel came into Egypt. In
chapter I. 22: "And Joseph lived one hundred and ten years."
Exodus xii. 40: "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who
dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years." During four
hundred years of this time they were to be afflicted.
J oseph would be about forty years of age when his father came into
Egypt. Thirty years later affliction commenced, so that J oseph
would pass through forty years of the affliction of his brethren. It is
probable the affliction would be light during that tiroe, but the words
" I heard a language that I understood not," murmuring in the tents
of Israel, and cruel words from their oppressors, apply. The sixth
and seventh verses are applicable to Joseph in Egypt, naturally and
spiritually, and to our Saviour in the accomplishment of His work for
His people's salvation.
Psalm cxiv. opens with, " When Israel went out of Egypt, the house
of J acob from a people of strange language."
I think J oseph giving "commandment concerning his bones" is
proof that he felt Egypt was no place for his people, and God had
revealed this to him. In his latter days it must have been a language
that his spiritual nature" understood not."
M. SHELBOURN.
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l!Jrotutant lSuton.
PRIESTHOOD.
)( LECTURE DELIVERED..UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE' CHURCH
ASSOCIATION, BY THE REV. HUO'H M'NEILE, D.D., CANON OF CHESTER,
AT ST. J AYES'S HALL, LONDON, ON TUESDAY, FEB. 12TH, 1867.
(Concluded from p. 61).

THE next step in the inquiry is, Can we ascertain what the Apostles
themselves thought was the meaning of the words ~ Is there anything in the manner in which they act<ld. and spoke wlllch throws
light upon their-own opinion of the nature of their commission ~ Did
they act and speak as men who felt themselves invested with judicial
power over. the persons of their fellow-men, or did they act and speak
as men who felt that they had an infallible gift to teach what was true
to their fellow-men ~ Which would you say, from a knowledge 'of
the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles ~ Which was their manner
of treatment ~
1. Take the very first scene, when the Apostle Peter had the
keys given. to him to open the Gospel to the Jews. It was on the
day of Pentecost he preached the Word; multitudes were pricked to
the heart, and cried out, Men and brethren, what shall we do ~ What
did he say ~ Did he address these sin-stricken creatures as a mim
possessing power to forgive sin ~ There is no trace of it. What
did he do, then ~ He preached the Gospel-he proclaimed salvation'
by Jesus Christ. He said, "Repent, and be baptized, everyone of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." And wheu he used the other
key, when by a vision from heaven he was directed to the house of a
Gentile, and found Cornelius waiting for him, there was a case for
exercising the full functions of his office. Here was the case of a sinner
desiring to know the way of salvation according to the will of God.
What then did the Apostle do ~ He did what we allege the Lord
desired him. He proclaimed the truth. He preached Jesus, and said,
" To Him give all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoso·
ever ]>elieveth in Him shall receive remission of sins." Now I ask any
fair inquirer, Is there any trace on these two occasions in the history
of St. Peter-is there the slightest intimation of his having felt that
he possessed what is now claimed as priestly power ~ He acted as
if he possessed, what we claim from the words. infallible inspiration
to tell the truth. He acted like a man who felt that. But if he felt
that he had the other power, he strangely concealed it, and has left
)lS no trace of it in his history.
Some will say, Do you forget Ananias ~
is not that a trace ~ But what is it a trace of ~ Look at it. Ananias
sold his possessions, and kept back part of the price, and laid down
the other part as if it had been the whole, at the Apostle's feet. Peter
saw through the cheat. Exercising that gift of the Holy Ghost, the
8
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discernment -of spirits, ·he saw what Ananias "hail done. And what
did he do 1 He spoke to him. He spoke the truth. He said, " Ananias,
why has Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep
bac)<: part of the price of the land 1 Thou hast not lied unto men,
but unto God." Peter did not strike Ananias down. It was the
finger of God that struck him down. All that Peter did was to speak.
Here was no confession. Here was no refusal of absolution. Here
was the detection of a hypocrite, followed by the immediate judgment
from the Almighty.
.Contrast this with Peter's conduct with reference to another part
·of his commission. I told you that our Lord said to the Apostles
when they were to go forth they were to heal the sick, to cleanse the
leper, to raise the dead, to work lniracles. Well now, let us see how
they understand that part of the commission. Peter and John found
as they were going into the temple one afternoon a man that was
lame from his mother's womb. The man, who was forty years of
age, lay at the gate of the temple begging alms. When Peter and
John were going past him, he begged an alms, and Peter looking at
him said-" Look on us." He looked, expectiug to get something.
Then Peter said-" Silver and gold bave I none, but what I have I
give unto thee." What I have! What had he 1 "In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise and walk." The power of working
miracles he had in him. He committed himself before all, for be
lifted the cripple by his hand,. and immediately his feet and ankle
bones received strength, and he leaped and walked, and praised God.
Here then Peter acted as a man who knew he -had the power to work
miracles, but he never acted as a man who knew that he had the power
to forgive sins.
2. And now look at the case of St. Paul. When the words under
examination were addressed to the Apostles, Paul was not an Apostle.
At that time he was a persecutor. When he was changed from being
a persecutor, arid made an Apostle, he received his commission from
the same Divine source. Was the commission given to St. Paul
identical in meaning with that which had been given to the other
Apostles before, or was it diverse 1 If diverse, where is the unity of
the commission-where is the unity of the Church 1 If identical,
then we have in it the grand advantage of what may be called another
version given by the Lord Himself, of the commission that He had given
to the Apostles. If any of my reverend brethren who wholly disagree
with us on this great question should happen to be in this meeting, I
most earnestly and affectionately beg his attention, and ask him to
look at the commission given to St. Paul. Here it is :Jesus said to him, " Rise, and stand upon thy feet, for I have appeared
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both
of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in which I
will appear unto thee: delivering thee from the people, and from the
Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
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that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance amongst
them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me." And what interpretation did the Apostle put upon these words ~ How did he proceed
to fulfil his commission ~ He said, "Whereupon, 0 King Agrippa,
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: but showed first
unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the
coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for repentance." Thus, in proclaiming
the truth he was doing what he understood himself to be desired to do.
He was rendering what he himself considered obedience to the heavenly,
vision. Here is no mention of Priesthood, no figurative language
which can be misconstrued into any meaning of Priesthood. Here is
no mention of binding or loosing, retaining or remitting. On the
contrary, all here corresponds with our interpretation of our Lord's
words to the other Apostles. St. Panl was constituted a minister
and a witness, but not a priest. If the two commissions be not
identical in meaning, St. Paul's was grievously defective-yet he was
not behind the chiefest of the Apostles: if they be identical, there is
nothing of Priesthood in either.
,
,
But, passing from the commission to the ministry of St. Paul, our
tJpponents in this argument make much of his treatment of the incestuous Corinthian, as supplying an instance of that priestly authority
to forgive sins, the existence of which we deny.
Now, my friends, I beg your attention to this case. It was a case
of great scandal in the Church of Corinth. A professed believer in
Christianity had been guilty of a sin which was abhorrent even to the
natural conscience of the heathen. What were they to do with this
man ~ The Apostle was absent. They wrote to him, asking his advice
in the matter, inquiring what they were to do with this offender.
He stated in reply what they were to do, and very strong was his
language, commanding them to separate the offender from their
company. His language was, " I verily, as absent in body, but present
in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning
him that hath so done this deed, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction
of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus."
And after a few words of warning, he winds up by saying, " Therefore
put away from among yourselves that wicked person."
This separation from the Church was the punishment. The language
will be explained if you bear in mind that the Apostle divided mankind
into two classes-the Church and the world, and that he describes
the world as governed by the deviL Satan he calls the god of this
world, the prince of the power of the air. To cast a man out of the
Church was to cast him back into the power of Satan; and this was
the meaning of the language he used, " put away from among yourselves this wicked person." That was done. The punishment was
inflicted by the Church upon the offender, and penitence followed.
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A fresh perplexity then arose iD. the Church, as to what they were to do.
Were they to receive him back, or was his offence to be considered
irretrievable ~ Again the Apostle wrote, "Sufficient to such a man
is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that contrariwise
ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such an
one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I
beseech you that ye would confirm your love towards him. For to
tills end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether
ye be obedient in all things. To whom ye forgive anything, I forgive
alSo; fQr if I forgave anything, to whom r forgave it, for your sakes
forgave I it in the person of Christ." As if the Apostle had said,
You wrote to me when he was an offender. I told you to put him
away for his good. You have inflicted a punishmeut upon himinflicted by many, not by me as a priest, but by the whole Church.
That has brought him to his senses. And now he repents. And .you
ask what are you to do.. Oh, receive him back, and forgive him. That
there was nothing of auricular confession to St. Paul-that there
was nothing of absolution by St. Paul-that there was nothing of what
is commonly called priesthood in the case, is proved by the simple
fact that the occurrence from first to la~t took place in the city of
Corinth, and that Paul was in Macedonia. He wrote from Philippi.
I must further observe, under this head, that the Apostles never.
called themselves priests. Neither is this because they are altogether
reticent concerning themselves and their office. St. Peter called
himself an elder, St. John twice called himself the elder, and he
describes his office as that of a herald. "That which we have seen
and heard, declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son
Jesus Christ." Here was the highest achievement of the glorious
Gospel in the simplest way pronounced. "That which we have heard,
declare we linto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ."
St. Paul describes his office as that of an ambassador for Christ, and
he glories as the climax of the grace given to him in his privilege that
he should be a preacher among the Gentiles of the unsearchable riches
of Christ. But some one may remind me, Does not St. Paul call
himself a steward of the mysteries of God 1 He does. "Let a man
so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of t)J.e
mysteries of God." And now, brethren, what are the mysteries of
God of which the Apostle was a steward ~ There are six things which
St. Paul calls mysteries. The first is the incarnation, the mystery of
godliness, called also the mystery of God. The second is the great
apostasy, the mystery of iniquity. The third is the union of Christ
and His Church, the mystery of marriage, which is a great mystery.
The fourth is the union of the Jew and the Gentile in one body, a
mystery concealed for ages and generations, but now made known,
that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and of the same body. The
fifth is the mystery of the final restoration of the Jews. "I would

,
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not, brethren, that ye should b'e ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved." The sixth is the resurrection of the body.
.. Behold, I show you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed." To these six things the Apostle applies the word
.. mystery"; and it deserves your careful attention and your constant
remembrance that the word "mystery" is never once in the. Biole
applied to either Baptism or the Lord's Supper. Outward and visible
signs were designed to simplify, not to mystify; to explain, not to
conceal, inward and spiritual realities.
I said that in no instance recorded in .the New Testament does any
one of the Apostles call himself a priest. If they had such an office as
that which is now claimed for them, and for others through. them,
they were either negligent or culpably modest in hiding their divine
·claim. This is a case in which an argument may be legitimately
based on silence; for had their priesthood been their special boast and
glory-had it been the special' characteristic of their mission, on which
they laid the greatest stress-it is absolutely incredible, because it is
morally impossible, that none of them should ever have made mention
of it, as exercised either by himself or by any of his colleagues. Is it
not incredible 1 Would it not be morally impossible for the reverend
brethren to whom I have alluded very respectfully, and, I hope,
without giving them any offence,-would it not be morally impossible
for them to give up the pride of what is exultingly called catholic
truth, and speak of themselves as ministers of Christ Jesus, without
the slightest reference to priesthood 1 They could not do it. But
this is made the more remarkable because one of the Apostles, in
appointing successors to himself in the Christian ministry by laying
on of hands and prayer, and giving them instructions how to behave
themselves in the house of God,-the Church, the pillar and ground of
the truth, has entirely forgotten the chiefest of all their functions,
so as not to make the least allusion to it. He charges them to give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to preach the Word, to be instant
in season and out of season, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine, to do the work of eyangelists; to make full
proof of their ministry. But the.re is not a word about priesthood.
Alas! alas! for Timothy and Titus. With how small a measure oI
catholic truth were they entrusted! There was no priesthood in
their case. No; but there was the preaching of the grace of God,
through the true and only true Priest, Jesus Christ.
On these grounds we feel justified in maintaining that the meaning
of our Lord's commission to the Apostles was, not that they were to be
judges to deal with persons, and forgive or condemn, but that they were
to be infallible teachers of truth, declaring who are forgiven and who
are not forgiven, binding faith and salvation together on earth, and
loosing unbelief from salvation on earth as God has done in heaven.
The claim, then, which the priests of the Church of Rome make, to
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which I have already alluded, and which some of our brethren make:
not only is a claim· which the Apostles did not make,-not only did
they not practise it, but they did practise that which was inconsistent
with it. There is no trace of it in the history of the primitive Church.
There is no allusion to it in the early councils of the Church. It was
the offspring of sacerdotal pride and arrogance put forth in the dark
ages. England fought against it long, and at last threw it off. Is it
now to be introduced amongst us ~
3. In opposition to the claim, I urge, in the third place, the fact
that the~e is a total.absence from the New Testament of any sacrifice
for sin to be offered by a priest.
If any man be a priest, it is of necessity that he have some sacrifice
to offer. If any man have a sacrifice to offer, it is of necessity that
with reference thereto and in that respect he is a priest. All Christians
have sacrifices to offer,-spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. Therefore, in that respect, and with reference thereto,
all Christians are priests. To this agrees the language of St. Peter,
addresSed to the Church dispersed, the strangers scattered thronghout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. He calls them
"an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ." But observe, none of these are sacrifices for
sin. They are sacrifices of love, of zeal, of self-denial, of gratitude;
but they are in no sense or degree sacrifices for sin. For what is a
sacrifice for sin ~ Sin is the transgression of God's law. A sacrifice
for sin is an endurer of the death which sin deserves, substituted for
the offender who himself deserved the .death. The only satisfying
sacrifice for sin is Christ Himself, Who offered Himself, pouring out
His soul unto death, even the death of the cross. That was perfect.
"There remains no more offering for sin." In opposition to this it
is alleged that the priests of the New Testament offer Christ Himself
in what is called the eucharistic sacrifice-Christ objectively present
in the consecrated elements. That is called in the Church of Rome
an unbloody sacrifice. But an unbloody sacrifice for sin is a contradiction in terms, because the wages of sin is death. The blood is the
life. The shedding of blood is the death; without shedding of blood
there is no death, and without death there is no sacrifice for sin. Tt
is vain to attempt to retain the reality of sacrifice, and at the same time
to deny the reality of death. The language of the Church of Rome
betrays this. The word used to describe the act of offering is immolaTe
-to immolate or kill; and the word used to describe the thing offered
is hostia-the victim. They declare that Christ is immolated in the
Mass, and they hold up for adoration Christ the victim-hostia. Now
let me ask our brethren who have expressed a longing for union with
Rome, do they immolate Christ in the eucharistic sacrifice, and do they
hold Him up as a victim for adoration ~ Many of you have read
" The Church and the World." In that publication, in a paper by
Mr. Medd, I find this :" As the most holy body and blood of Christ, the alone acceptable
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'Victim to make our peace with God, are offered, that is continually
presented and pleaded, by Jesus Himself in heaven, naturally, as we
may say, and openly; so the same most holy body and blood are
continually presented and pleaded befor~ God by Christ's representatives
acting in His name, and by His authority and commission upon earth."
.' In this passage "offered" is used as synonymous with pl'esented
and pleaded. If this be correct, why should the Apostle say, "There
remaineth no more offering for sin," seeing he never says, There remaineth
no more pleading for' sin. Just the reverse. To plead is to pray,
to offer lor sin is to kill. I venture to repeat, It is vain to attempt
to retain the reality of sacrifice for sin and to deny the reality of
death. And if any assert, as the Church of Rome does, * tbe reality
of death in the Supper of the Lord, our answer is in the language of
St. Paul :-" Christ being raised from the dead, didh no more; death
hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died
unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God." Who
are they, then, that would put Him to death again ~ Who are they
that would crucify the Son of God afresh, immolate Him in the Mass,
and bold Him up for adoration as a victim ~ Who but they who do not
believe in His one offering, once offered, and in its all-sufficiency;
they who have not faith to trust what God has done once for all, but
must be perpetually doing, doing, doing something.
4. I resist their claim to Priesthood, fourthly, because of the absence
from the New Testament of any detailed instruction for the exercise
of priestheod. This is made the more remarkable by contrast with
the Jewish type. The Jewish priest had minutely detailed instructions
concerning the leprosy, the great typical disease in its various phases;
how to deal with it in every case; how, wben, and under what circumstances they were to pronounce a man clean; when, and under what
circumstances they were to pronounce him unclean; when they were
to shut him up for a week, and to examine him at the end of seven days,
and then to pronounce upon bim; when they were to repeat the
process for seven days more. All this you will find detailed in the
13th chapter of tbe Book of Leviticus. There all the particulars are
mentioned, and I will give you a specimen of them :-" When a man
shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and
it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy, then he shall
be brought unto Aaron the priest, or to one of his sons the priest:
and the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and
when the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague in sight
• The words of the Council of Trent are these :_u Nam celebrato veteri
pascha., quod in memoriam exit'Q.s de lEgypto multitudo filiorum Israel immolabat, Dovum instituit Pascha se ipsum, ab EcclesiA. per saoerdotes sub signis
visibilibuB -wnmolandutn in memoriam transitus sui ex hoc mundo ad Patrern,
qua.ndo per sui sanguinis effusionem nOB redemit, eripnitque d& pote8~te tenebrarum, et in regnum anum tra.nstulit."
And aga.in, in the next cha.pter,-" Et quoniam in divino hoc sacrificia, quod
in Miss& peragitnr, Idem ilie ChristuB eontinetnr, et incrneOnte immolatuT, qui
in ad, Crncis semel se ipsum cruente obtnlit," etc.
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be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy: and. thi!
priest shall look on him and 'pronounce .him unclean. If the bright
sl?ot be white in the skin of his flesh, and in sight be not deeper than
the skin, and the hair thereof be not turned white, then the priest
shalI'shut up him that hath the plague seven days: and the priest shall
look.on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague in his sight
be at a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin, then the priest shall
shut him up seven days more." I need not read further. .All these
symptoms were outward and visible. Any man, with the ordinary
perception of a man, and with good eyesight, was competent to deal
with the circumstances of the case. AIl this was a type, as the priest
himself was a type. But look at the anti-type. The seat of sin,
the great leprosy of human nature, is the heart. There, within, is
the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness. Hear His description,
Who would not exaggerate, and could not be deceived :-" From within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." With compara,tively few exceptions, the workings of this great
epidemic are not visible to man. No man can take cognisance of
them; no man can deal with them. The New Testament contains
no directions concerning the various phases of sin, such as the Old
Testament contains concerning the leprosy. And why so 1 Because
the priesthood of the New Testament is not transferable from the
Lord Jesus Himself, and He requires no instructions. He sees the
inward disease in sll its subtle workings, as clearly as the typical priest
saw the varying symptoms of the cutaneous eruption. He knows
when to reprove, and when to encourage; when to wound, and when
to heal; when to prolong mourning and heaviness, and when to pour
in the oil of joy and gladness.
But if any of His ministers attempt to do this, where are their instructions r If any of our young clergymen, following the example of
Dr. Pusey, and encouraged by what he has recently written, undertake
to deal judicially with sin, and to apportion penance, are they presumptuous enough to suppose that they can do so impromptu, without
any trairiing or instruction 1 And where are they to procure this !
Thank God there is no English literature on the subject. They must
have recourse to the casuists of the Church of Rome, of whom it is no
more than justice to say that they have thoroughly exhausted a
disgusting subject.. Of Vasqiles, Viva, Cajetan, Dens, Liguori, and
others, it may be truly said that" evil communications corrupt good
manners." Their dissertations on the commandments, their slidingscale of sin, their doubts expressed and solved, their probabilities
advanced and retracted, their balancings apologetic of dishonesty,
and suggestive of indecency, their proficiency in both the arts ascribed
to the celebrated Roman conspirator, simulatio et dissimulatio, all
these resemble the training of fiends for the destruction of men's
souls, .and not the thoughts, and principles, and practice of a priesthood established by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Much of what· I have referred to has hitherto been kept'in the
monkish Latin in which it was originally written; but the time may
come when it will become our bounden, though painful duty to rouse
the indignation of Englishmen at the expense of their modesty, by
translating and circulating some of the contents of that charnel-house,
5, I have but one clause more. We reject the claim to Priesthood,
fifthly, by an appeal to the language of the Church of England concerning confession and absolution, The word priest, as used in our
Prayer·book, is an abbreviation of presbyter, which means an elder.
In proof of this, I refer to the Latin version of our Thirty·nine Articles,
where the word presbyter is used, and not sacerdos, which would have
been the word had the person spoken of. been designated a. sacrificing
priest, I refer also to the Thirty-second Canon, which is entitled,
"None to be made deacon and minister both in one day," In this
Canon the words minister and priest are used interchangeably,
The action of the minister or priest is distinctly referred to four
times in our Book of Common Prayer,
(1) The first, in our daily service, defines with precision the" power
and commandment" which God has given to His ffiinisters, It is to
declare and pronounce to' His people, being penitent, the absolution
and remission of their sins, The prerogative of conferring what the
minister thus declares belongs to God alone. "HE pardoneth and
absolveth all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe His holy
GospeL" Here everything is in its Scriptural place, The donor of
the blessing is God, The receiver of the blessing is the .penitent
be)lever, The messenger authorized .to declare and pronounce the·
consolatory truth is the minister, The declaration itself is a transcript
of the language which Apostles spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost; and, therefore, in-making this declaration every minister is
actually binding on earth what is bound in heaven,
(2) The form of absolution in our Communion Service implies,. without directly asserting, the ministerial office. It declares that Almighty
God has promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty
repentance and true faith turn to Him, and then uses this animating
and encouraging truth as the basis of a prayer that He may be pleased
to do as He has said.
(3) The invitation to the Communion.
.
Introductory to this, let me remind you that-St, Paul, writing on
the subject. of the Lord's Supper, says, "Let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that .cup." More
generally, he says, " Examine your own selves, prove your own selves,
whether ye be in the faith," And St. John says, "If our heart condemn
us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things; if our heart
condemn us not, then have we confidence towards God," From these
and such portions of the Word of God it appears that every sincerely .
inquiring Christian may ascertain whether he is in the faith or not.
Our Church, in her Catechism, asks, " What is required of them who
come to the Lord's Supper ~" and answers, " To examine.themselves,"
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etc. And in this invitation, after plaiD. and praetical instructions
for self-examination, she adds, " And because it is requisite that no
man should come· to the Holy Communion but with a full trust in
God's mercy, and with a quiet conscience, therefore if there be any
of you who by this means cannot q]liet his own conscience hereili,
but requireth further comfort or counsel, let him come to me, or to
some other discreet and learned minister of God's Word, and open
his grief; that, by the jIliuistry of God's Holy Word, he may receive
the benefit of absolution, together with ghostly counsel and advice,
to the quieting of his conscience, and avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness."
We suppose the inquirer honest and siricere, and then we ask, Concerning what is it possible for such a man to have any real scruple or
doubtfulness, and therefore to requile any counsel or advice 1 Not,
surely, concerning any actual sin, such as he can confess as a sin.
Not, surely,. concerning any thing which he can to himself or to. another
truly call a sin. With reference to all such he knows his duty without
any doubtfulness, whatever reluctance he may feel to forsake his sin.
This is broadly stated in the preceding part of the invitation. With
reference to known sin, such as he can confess, he can have no doubtfulness, and can require no counsel to remove embarrassing scruples.
And therefore the interview with his minister to which he is here
invited has no reference to known sins.
Concerning what then is it that he can really require counsel and
advice, and the experienced ministry of God's Holy Word 1
We can readily understand that a man of a tender and scrupulous
conscience may be in much perplexity concerning himself as in the
presence of his God. ,He is conscious of certain motives of action,
and he is doubtful whether they are Christian motives, or even compatible with real Christian sincerity. He feels the intrusion of thoughts
which disturb him-sceptical thoughts, blasphemous thoughts, vain,
self-sufficient thoughts, and he doubts whether they can co-exist with
genuine saving Christianity. He may be in the state of mind described
in one of our popular hymns :" 'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,Do I love the Lord or no 1
Am I His, or am I not 1 "
In this state of mind, and with possibly a very limited acquaintilnce
with the Word of God, he may not be able to avoid scruples and
doubtfulness, and attain to a full confidence in God's mercy, and a
quiet conscience. 'And because it is requisite that, without such
confidence and quiet,he should not come to the Holy Communion,
he is invited to take counsel with some minister of God's Word, whose
more extensive acquaintance with the contents of Holy Scripture
may meet his scruples, solve his doubts, and so " by the ministry of
God's Holy Word he may receive the benefi·t of absolution, together
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with ghostly' counsel and advice,' to the quieting of his conscience."
This is the sort of case contemplated in the invitation.
The occasion is expressly limited to preparation for the Communion.
It is his grief herein, and not his griefs in the plural number, as Dr.
Pusey writes it, that he is to open. The help given is limited to the
ministry of God's Holy Word. The whole absolutely excludes any
confession of known sin, or any habitual resort to the minister for that
purpose.
.
(4) The only remaining passage is in the Service for the Visitation
of the Sick.
The language here is more pointed, because it is more personal.
The minister is no longer dealing with general declarations, to be
appropriated or not, according to the various characters of those who
hear him. All that belongs to character has been already investigated,
as far as man can investigate the mind of his fellow-man. Having
received from the sick man, satisfactory answers as to his repentance
and faith, the minister is thus directed :-" Here shall the sick person
be moved to make a special confession of his sins, if he feel his conscience
troubled with any weighty matter. After which confession the priest
shall absolve him (if he humbly and heartily desire it) after this sort.
" Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath left power to His Church to absolve
all sinners who truly repent and believe ·in Him, of His great mercy
forgive thee thine offences. And by His authority co=itted to me,
I absolve thee from all thy sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." Then follows this prayer for
the forgiveness of this very person :-" 0, most merciful God, Who,
according to the multitude of Thy mercies, dost so put away the sins
of those who truly repent, that Thou rememberest them no more, open
Thine eye of mercy upon this Thy servant, who most earnestly desireth
pardon and forgiveness." I need read no more.
On this, I observe, first, that there is no intimation in the Service
of the sick person being alone with the' minister. On the contrary,
the responses in the Service in praying for the sick involve the necessity
of others being present. This excludes, in limine, all auricular con·
fession. That is the first step.
Secondly, if the words be a declaration of God's pardon to the
penitent they are in harmony with the prayer that follows imploring
such pardon. . But if they b.e a description of an act of pardon then
and there performed by the minister actually clearing the sinner from
his sins, the prayer that follows is superfluous, unsuitable, out of place
-it is a work of Bupererogation. But as a further argument to show
what reason: we have for believing that the words were intended as a
declaratory statement of God's forgiveness of the penitent and not an
act of the minister at the moment, I refer to the Canons of the Church
of 1603. They have not the force of law, with the exception of one
which is embodied in the Act of Uniformity: but they. have all the
force of Convocation when acting under the Royal License. In the
45th and 46th of these Canons the difference is clearly laid down
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between incumbents that were preachers and incuinbents that were not
preachers. At that time a large number of men became ministers
of a preaching Church, but that did not qualify them as preacherS,
and they could not preach. . To meet this nece88ity a book of Homilies
was prepared, and they were desired to read them. But there were
some incumbents who were competent .to preach and licensed as
preachers, and the distinction between them and the non-preachers
is made clear, and -is defined in the Canons to which I have referred.
In the 67th Canon' we read these words :-" When any person is
dangerously sick in any parish, the minister or curate, having knowledge thereof, shall resort unto him or her (if the disease be not known'
or probably suspected to be infectious) to instruct and comfort them
in their desires, according to the order of the Communion-book, if he
be no preacher; or, if he be a preacher, then as he shall think most needful
and convenient."
If the man was no preacher-if he was incompetent to declare the
Gospel, he had words provided for him by the Church that he waS to
use, more likely to proclaim God's mercy than any stammerings of
his own. But if he was a preacher-if he knew how to proclaim the
grace of God in Christ, then he was not to use the words, except he
thought them fit, but words that he thought most fit and expedient.
Does this not plainly imply that in the mind of Convocation the
meaning of the passage was preaching the Gospel ~ The use of the'
words was prescribed to non-preachers. But preachers were at
liberty to use other words as they saw fit. Under this Canon, none
of us are now bound to use these words. If any man ask me to
use that service, my answer is, "No! I can preach, and am
therefore commissioned by the Church to use such words as I think
most needful and convenient "-these, or others to the same purpose.
If any of my brethren in the ministry, having regard to the Canon
of the Church, feel themselves compelled to use the ipsissima verba of
this service, I can only condole with them, on the come88ion thereby
made, that they are not preachers, and therefore not competent, and
therefore not at liberty, to use such words as they shall think most
needful and convenient.
Well, dear friends, I must now conclude. I look up, I look up te
our Great High Priest; of the things we have spoken this is the sum.
We have such a High Priest, Who is at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty of heaven, touched with a feeling of our infirmities.
There He sits in the glorious Confessional, and this whole earth is but
one of the whispering galleries of His great temple of the universe.
Whisper, and it reaches His ear, it reaches His heart. He has every
qualification, His sympathies are perfect, because He has human nature
without any mixture of human selfishne88. It is selfishness that mars
sympathy. In proportion as selfishness prevails sympathy is dulled.
In Jesus there is no selfishness. :There is all-perfect sympathy.
Imagine a vessel wrecked in deep water, near to a rock, and "there is a
man on the rock. The struggling creatures thrown at once into the
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water, cry for help. To whom do they cry 1 Not to one another.
They are all in like circumstances, and cannot help one another. Not
to the rock. It has no feeling for them. To whom then do they cry 1
To the man on the rock. He is of their nature, and can feel for them.
He is not in their circumstances, and can help them. Christ is the
man on the rock. Cry to Him in your trouble. Lift up. your hearts
to Him. Make known your desires to Him. 0 beware how you open
heart or soul to a fellow-sinner! You may, for mutual benefit; confess
your faults one to another, that you may pray for one another. In
the confidence of Christian friendship you may entrust a secret, that
your friend may help you to pray for God's blessing. But that is the
mutual confidence of friendship, and has nothing in it of .the prostration
of priesthood. Keep clear of the Confessional upon earth.' If it ever
prevail again in England, farewell to domestic happiness, farewell to
domestic peace, farewell to mutual trust and confidence' between parent
and child-aye, between husband and wife. England, have done with
it. Our forefathers discarded it. In the name of God, never receive
it again.
CltOtte~ponlJence.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
(To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

DEAR SIR,IT is very cheering ~o be able to record the Lord's continued mercy
and goodness to us. To be permitted to scatter the truth of God on
various sides is a privilege and a mercy indeed. At the. beginning of
another year we would thank God for the blessing granted, and press
on in the good work, for the need amongst our soldiers and sailors is
great. A Lady Distributor writes: "Thank you so' much for kindly
remembering us again with your nice books. They are most acceptable." A Chaplain says: "Please accept my best thanks for the
books kindly sent for distribution among seamen." A Missionary
writes: "I received books sent to me safely, and find them at all
times most useful to help in carrying on the work amongst the sailors."
Another Missionary writes: "The two parcels of books and magazines
came safely to hand. Please accept my sincere thanks for them."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road,
Bath Road, Bristol, January, 1912.
ASSUREDLY, when the Word of God is despised, all reverence for Him
is gone. His majesty cannot be duly honoured among us, nor His
worship maintained in its integrity, unless we hang as it were upon
His lips.-Calvin.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

A LIFE of threescore years or more bears manifold inscriptions of the
grace of God, and on it the promise glows in letters of heavenly light,
" Even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry
you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver
you." As health declines and energy abates, and faculties, one by
one, become impaired, the gracious Covenant-keeping God does not
leave them to bear up as best they can under the burden which old
age brings with it, but upholds them with His everlasting arms. For one
hundred and five years He has been pleased to use the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society as an instrument to this end.
The promise also describes those who are" aged pilgrims," " made"
so by Him whose "workmanship" they are declared to be; not
carrying their religion as a dead weight, but possessing a religion
which carries them, and resting on their lifting and carrying God,
Whose bearing of His people is likened to a father carrying his child,
to an eagle taking her young upon her wings, to the shepherd with the
lamb in his bosom. But no shepherd, nor mother bird, nor human
father ever bore as the Lord bears; for He bears from within, as the
soul lifts and bears the body.
Is not the mute appeal of the aged Christian poor strong and pathetic
to all who are partakers of the same spiritual life, and who through
this Society may minister to their needs? Relations aud friends
pass away; a sense of intense solitude in the world of living men
steals upon the heart, and a longer life only makes its possessor a greater
stranger upon the earth.
One thousand siX hundred and thirty-eight pensioners are receiving
upwards of £12,000 yearly. In the seven Homes, 200 of this number
dwell, and will gratefnlly welcome the visits of Christian friends.
Post-cards, with illustrations of the Homes, can be purchased at the.
Office. The Coal and Beuevolent Funds have recently been heavily
drawn upon. Will the Society's well-wishers help by kindly arranging
for Drawing-Room Meetings? Such gatherings are eminently useful
in creating and sustaining interest in the Institution. Some of the
pensioners are blind; others are so crippled with rheumatism as to
be scarcely able to move; chronic bronchitis keeps others in their
rooms all the winter, and some have to help invalid members of their
families. Three shillings and upwards weekly has to be paid for
rent,. so the slenderest margin is left for personal needs. Hence the
blessing of our monthly pension, made doubly valuable by the sympathy
and prayers of our honorary almoners. One of two sisters \vrites:
" You cannot imagine what a boon the pension is_to us; may the Lord
bless the Society abundantly."
Many young friends have been enrolled as contributors of 7s. per
annum, and it is the earnest desire of the Committee to obtain six
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hundred more of such subscriptions prior to the close of the financial
year, on March 31st.
.
Through the Society's pensions, hundreds of the Lord's aged poor
pass their closing years free from the pressing weight of pecuniary
cares, and so the gracious inftuence which often emanates from the
occupant of .. the old arm-chair," continues to be felt in many a poor
family. Autumn with its drapery of yellow woods has a beauty
which Spring possesses not, with all its flush of verdure and bloom.
Sanctified old age
.. Does not diminish but increase
The precious fruits of love, and joy, and peace."

~
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
ON the eve of his departure from India, the Kingdespatehed the following cablegram to the Prime Minister :BOMBAY, .Jan. 10th, 1912.
Before leaving India on our homeward voyage, I am sure that you,
as head of my Government, will be glad to know that from all sources,
public and private, I gather that my highest hopes have been realized,
and. that the success of our visit has exceeded all anticipations. Not
Qnly in Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta, but in every other part of the
country where the QUEEN and I have been, all classes, races, and creeds
have united in receiving us with unmistakable signs of enthusiasm
and aHection. The magnificent display at the Durbar was the outcome of wise and well-considered plans brilliantly carried out through
the untiring eHorts of the Viceroy and those who worked under him.
During our pleasant visit to the Viceroy all Calcutta combined in
<loing everything possible for our comfort and enjoyment. I rejoice
that, thanks to tbe mutual confidence between me and my people at
home, I have thus been enabled to fulfil the wish of my heart. This
satisfaction will be still greater if time proves that our visit has conduced
to the lasting good of India and of the Empire at large.
GEORGE R.I.
Our contemporary, the English Churchman, has the following note
in reference to the recent appointment to the Vicarage of Clifton :.. The apprehensions expressed by one of our correspondents that
, Central Churchmanship' would manifest itself in the appomtments
made by Evangelical trustees were only too well founded. Those who
represent the Simeon Trust have nominated the Rev. H. C. de Candole
to the Vicarage of Clifton, which Canon Head recently resigned. When
we think of the succession of sound and steadfast men who held that
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important post in days gone by, we cannot help regretting the appointment to which we now refer. For Mr. de Candole, personally, we feel
nothing but goodwill, but we deplore the attitude which he has taken
up on the Higher Criticism and other questions. Apart from individual
considerations, we think that the unsatisfactory manner in which the
Simeon Trustees 'have too often discharged their solemn. obligations
of late years, calls for the severe censure of faithful Evangelicals."
We deeply regret to announce the death, on December 22nd last, of
the Rev. F. J. OIiphant, who for the long period of 33 years was Vicar
of Woking. J. W., writing in a contemporary, says :-" Mr. Oliphant
was an able and most profitable preacher of the Gospel, and a true
teacher. . . . His kindly and affectionate nature, coupled with a truly
devout, spiritual and well-stored mind, won the love even of those
who considered his strictly Evangelical service out of date and behind
the times."
As we go to press Socialism is triumphing at the Polls in the General
Election in Germany.'
We note with satisfaction that the Bishop of Liverpool has recently
inhibited" Father" Stanton, a notorious Ritualist, from preaching in
one of the Liverpool churches, on the ground that the Incumbent of
that church had "declined to submit to the Bishop's ruling with
regard to the use of incense and reservation." We honour the Bishop
for this act of courage and faithfulness.

MAN'S faith may fail him sQmetimes, but God's faithfulness never
fails him: God will not suHer His faithfulness to fail. God's operations
may have an aspect that way; the devil's temptations and our unbelieving hearta may not only make us think so, but persuade us it is
so, whereas it cannot be so, for the Lord will not suffer it. He will not
make a lie in His truth or faithfulness. He is a God that cannot lie.
He is truth, speaks truth, and not one of His promises can or shall
fail; which may afford strong consolation unto all that are under any
promise of God.-William Greenhill.
EVERY man should praise God every day-on each returning morning,
and on every evening-for the assurance that there is a way of salvation
provided for him, and that he may be happy for ever. If we had right
feelings, this would be the first thought which would burst upon the
mind each morning, irradiating, as with sunbeams, all around us;
and it would be the last thought which should linger in the soul as we
lie down at night and close our eyes in slumber-making us grateful,
calm, happy, as we sink to rest, for whether we wake or not in this
world, we may be for ever happy.-Aloort Bar'MS.

