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" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not ~Vith excellency 'of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God:
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save JeSus
Christ, and Him cr'J-tcified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

WE now resume the narrative of the sermon' which we preached
on the fourth anniversary of our coming to London--:-in 1866--:-<>n
" Zion's Watchmen." The preacher continued to sa,y: "It is in
this light, too, that I desire to address you,· beloved, on this and
every other occasion. May the SPIRIT so magnify in your experience
the Office .of the Gospel Ministry that you may pri~e more highly
than ever the inestimable privilege of the preached Gospel of Grace,
and jealously use every opportunity of sitting under its glad sound.,
Remember, as. the Word of GOD is true, the day will come when
the LORD 'will send a famine in the land; not a famine of bread,
nor. a thirst for water, but of bearing the words of the LORD: and
they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even ,to the,
east; they shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the LORD, and
shall not find it' (Amos viii. 11, 12).. Even now'the taught children
of GOD are fain to express their belief that the days of dearth have
begun, and to some of us there is too much truth in the lines :5
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'Old shepherds, too, retire,
Who gather'd flocks below;
And young ones catch no fire,
Or, worldly-prudent grow;
Few fl).n with ,trumpets in their hand,
To sound alarms by sea and land.'
But thl;tt you may be able to distinguish the faithful from the false,
the sent from the self-appointed, let us come immediately to the
text. Now note three principal things therein: (1) Gospel
ministers are WATCHMEN; (2) They watch for SOULS; (3) They
'watch as those that SHALL HEREAFTER GIVE ACCOUNT to the Ohief
, Shepherd. 'For they watch for ·your souls, as they that must
,
give' account.'
"1. Now, that Gospel Ministers are Watchmen is a necessity of
their calling, for they are set in the midst of an alien world in the
Divine interest, or behalf. GOD, hath much precious treasure hid in
th;'; field of the world. He hath a blood-purchased flock scattered
over the face of the earth in sin's cloudy and dark day, and the
sheep are exposed to many grievous wolves. He hath here a holy
city, whose foundations were laid before those of the world-a
temple, every stone in which is indwelt by DEITY, and which he
purposeth to make His eternal habitation. This treasure must
he guarded-this flock must be kept-this city must be garrisoned.
The TRlUNE JEHOVAH, therefore, takes counsel,unto that end. The
HOLY THREE are doubtless the proper KEEPERS of the treasure,
the flock, and the city. And you consequently note the significant
'title which they bear in DANIEL iv. 17, where you read, 'This
matter )s by the decree of the Watchers, and the demand by the
Word of the Holy Ones.' It is a blessed truth that JEHOVAH is thy (
KE~PER, 0 Zion! and indeed, 'except the LORD keep the city,
the watchman waketh but in vain.' He has been pleased, however,
t<:> employ under-shepherds to watch, and sentries to keep, according
to that Word: 'I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0
JERUSALEM, which shall never hold their peace day nor night t
(Isa. lxii 6). Day and night-through all circumstances, and on
all occasions-these watchmen must exercise vigilance. They
must lift up their voice like a trumpet. Now, what is it they have
to testify ~ Surely, the will, or Word, of Him Who appointed them.
They represent the interests of their LORD and KING. In the most
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prominent places they must bear their witness. Their message is, I
, Thus saith the LORD.' Whether men hear or else forbear, they'
must speak the things which they have eeen and heard. A faithful
steward of GOD will always seek tohonciur his MASTER and LORD.
His anxiety will be to exalt CHRisT. If he occupy the pulpiti CHRIST
-the CHRIST of GoD-will be his 'one theme. If he stand on the'
platforni, 'CHRIS:r is still his SUBJECT. If he visit from house to
house, CHRIST will be his Alpha and Omega. His high and holy'
, office as a Watchman of Zion-a keeper of Israel-a Shepherd of
the redeemed flock of CHRIST-will be an everlasting, reality. Even
his relaxation, his season of rest, will be enjoyed just because he 'has
CHRIST with him in it, and His blessing upon it. His daily prayer
is that always and everywhere he may be 'unto GOD a sweet
savour of CHRIST.' But mark, my hearers-mark well-the
object of their vigilance.
"2. They watch for souls-that is, the interest of souls. They
have'the mind of CHRIST concerning the preciousness of the soul.
They know that He priced the soul at its true value, and do not fail
to remember His assertion, that one soul is worth more than the
entire world, notwithstanding all its magnificenceaJ;ld wealth.
One of their number two centuries since well said: 'CHRIST left
His FATHER'S bosom, and all the glory of heaven, for the good of
souls; He assumed the nature of man for the happiness of the
soul of man; He trod the winepres,s of the FATHER'S wrath for
souls; He wept for souls; He sweat for souls; He prayed for
soUls; He paid for souls ; and He bled out His heart-blood for
souls' (ThOmas Brook, the Puritan). Such is their view of the soul,
and they daily pray that this estimate of their trust may be more
practically realized. The matchless love of JESUS for the souls>of
His people quickens their pace when faith begins to flag, and the'
infirmities of the fleshmultipy upon them. They catch, in measure,
the SPIRIT of their DIVINE MASTER, Who was content to be disgraceg'"
reviled, bufIetted, scourged, and crucified for immortal souls-and
they are ready by service or suffering to lay down. theijl lives for
the souls of their brethren. 'They watch for souls '-:"'it is their
one, ,their absorbing calling. What though their travail be ill
requited ~ Was not the MASTER rejected ~ Shall the servant be
above his LORD ~ Nay, father, (as St. PAUL addressip.g the
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Oorinthians) the true Gospel Mimster testifies, 'I will very gladly
spend and be :Spent for your souls [marginJthough the mOJ;e
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved' (2 Cor. xii. 15). Yea,
doubtless, just in proportion as he follows the apostolic rule of
witnessing all the counsel of GOD will he often have to enquire,
, Am I therefore bec~me your enemy, because I tell you the truth l'
'(Gal. iv. 16). But what of that 1 'They watch for souls '-they
expect souls to be added unto the LORD. Their message is not of
th.eir own framing. It was settled in heaven, a,nd brought down
by the HOLY GHOST, Who also, they are well assured, will make it
salvation-power to GOD'S elect. The way to the FATHER is but
one. They preach and teach that they have no other Gospel than
that which proclaims a Covenant salvat~on for lost, but elect people.
The seed, they scatter is of one quality-it is incorruptible, living
and abiding for ever. Faithfully they tell the sinner he is utterly
ruined, and that he is possesse<J of a nature wholly dead, and
alienated from GOD. They prophesy to the dry bones in the
Name of the LORD-setting forth GOD'S' CHRIST' as the Surety of
the Covenant--':'the Substitute of sinners, the righteousness of
saints. They reiterate without a qualification or condition, ' Except
a Dian be born of water and of the SPIRIT, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of GOD' (John iii. 5) Because they watch in the interest
of souls, they are faithful to, souls. , Just as a medical man who
understands the true nature and fatal issues ofa disease will not
spare his curative appliances, however painful, however objectionable to the taste and feelings of his patient-so the wise physician
of souls will not delicately spare the carnal views and opinions of
his hearers because his faithfulness calls forth the evil passions of
fallen human nature, and brings upon himself the oftence of the
cross. He regards too highly the value of the soul to trifle with
its interests, or to seek personal ease and popularity. Then, too;
his watchf11Iness will extend itself to the walk and conversation as
well as to the hearing of his flock. Their growth in personal holiness, their zeal for good works, their practi{Jal conformity to the
Firstborn. will be matters consta;ntly demanding a jealous vigilance
upon his part. He watches for souls-living souls, fruitful soulsand therefore bears them witness: 'I am jealous over you with
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband. that I

a

The Gospel Magazine

69

may present you as a chaste virgin to CHRIST' (2 Cor. xi. 2). That
Ministry is not a doctrinally Gospel Ministry, which aims not at.a
personal, practical exhibition of fruit in the daily walk of its subjects. Of the f<;>ur faithful sayings of inspiration, not the least
important, though it is to be feared, the least commonly insisted
upon, is that one in the Epistle to Titus (lii. 8), 'This is a faithful
saying and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that
they who have believed in GOD might be careful to maintain good
works.' A searching, separating, .experimental Ministry is not
generally acceptable, dear people, in: these day's of wantonness and
self-gratification. Religious professors cannot sit still under that
sound doctrine which gives no quarter to their secret sins. Alas!
how many a fair professor has come even from our own midst
within the past four years. The times are not altered since that
day when the multitudes, who seemed at first so well affected by
the miracles and doctrine of the LORD CHRIST that they even spoke
of taking Him by force and making Him a KING, presently forsook
Him-left the' CISTERN of LIVING WATERS to drink out of the
polluted cisterns of earth-broken ci sterns-eisteTI;1s that could'
hold no water. The conceits of modern professors are as numerous
as themselves. It were vain to particularise them. Each has
his own humour to please, hIS own ideal to find; for, mark the
wandering hearer, he never discovers a teacher who exactly fits his
conceit. One great objection is that those who come nearest to
his standard are yet too 'legal' for his palate. Why so 1 He
cannot endure sound doctrine because it is according to godliness.
But for all that, the Gospel preacher will go on through evil report,
and through good report-for he watches for souls-fruitful'souls.
"3. Then, note, in the last place, they watch as those that must hereafter give an account to the CHIEF SHEPHERD. Those whom GOD
has called to mount the ramparts and stand upon the towers of
His holy city, are in a plac'e of solemn'trust.. Although the service
of' the sanctuary be one of perfect freedom, yet it· is of grave
responsibility. I know of' no uninspired language more aptly
expressing the tremendous issues depending on the Christian
Ministry than that of the Episcopal address, which, uttered by the
late revered Bishop of Carlisle (Dr. Waldegrave) on the occasion of
my taking Presbyter's Orders, is engraven on my very soul: 'And
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now again we, exhort you, in the Name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
that you have in remembrance into how high a dignity, and into a
how weighty an office and charge ye are called: that is to say, to
be Messengers, Watchmen, and Stewards of the LORD; to teach,
'and to premonish, to feed, and to provide for the LORD'S family;
to seek for CHRIST'S sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His
children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that they may
be s,aved through CHRIST for ever. Have always therefore printed
in your remembrance, how great a treasure is committed to your
charge. For they are the sheep of CHRIST, which He bought with
,His death, and for whom He shed His blood. The church and
congregation whom you mu~t serve is ,His spouse, and His body.
And if it shall happen to the same church, or any member thereof,
to take any hurt or hindrance by reason of your negligence" ye'
know the greatness of the fault, and also the horrible punishment
that will ensue. Wherefore consider with yourselves the end of
your ministry towards the children of GOD, towards the spouse and
body of CHRIST .,..' The faithful Pastor of souls will, surely,
always endeav{mr to keep in mind that eventful hour when the
,account of his stewardship ,must be given in. He will preach in
prospect of that day-exhort" command, rebuke, like one under,
as well, as lexercising, authority. My beloved people, there are
times when this thought overwhelms my own mind. I think of you,
believers, of you who have found mercy, and how, wh~n we stand
side by side at the CHIEF SHEPHERD'S right hand, I shall give in
I\lY ministerial account! Will it be with joy concerning you all ~
Then of you poor unbelievers, what shall I have to say ~ The
Master will expect my account concerning you also! Am. I faithful
to you ~ Do I indeed warn you of the wrath to come, ~ Am I
clear' of the blood of all men ~ GOD knoweth, my people, that my
heart's prayer is, 'Deliver me from blood guiltiness, 0 GOD, Thou
GOD of, my salvation.', Of what sort will my building be in that
day, when the fire shall try every man's work ~ Will it be ' gold,
silver, and precious stones '-or, 'wood, hay, stubble' ~ The
foundation has alre~dy been laid-and other can no man lay-but
I am warned in the Word, ' Let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.', 1£ my testimony tend by the SPIRIT'S blessing to
lead on and instruct the Church of the living GOD, raising their
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hearts and consciences to CHRIST the heavenly l'ltandard-if the
truths of the Everlasting Covenant be .the matter of myteacbing,
.and due honour be given to FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHO~T
salvation being ascribed wholly to the LORD according to tbe Word
of Scripture-then my building is of 'gold.' If my ministry tend
,to prom~te in tbe people of GOD a fpJlowing the waya of DIVINE
purity and holiness as manifested by the LORD JESUS in all the
actions of His grace and love wbllst npon earth-my ministry, my
building is of' silver.' But' what of the' precious stones', '? What
of the'varied hues of Divine truth as set forth by my testimony 1
Is the Church held up to view as the per£ectio~ of GOD'S workreflectiI,lg the light of her glorious HEAD 1 Are the saints kept in
mind by it of their precious origin, their precious redemption, their
precious priVileges, and their own precionsness in the eyes of their
LORD GOD 1 Is the ONE STONE-the CHIEF CORNER STONEGOD'S ELECT STONE duly magnified by my preaching, in the hearts
of my dear people 1 Is there even while I strive after this gift
and grace of mini!>try-a ministry able to, stand the fire of DIVINE
scrutiny-is there no' wood, hay, and stubble' 1 No doubt, wood
is a' useful material for earth, but it will not stand the fire! Mere
philanthropy, .mere beneficence, mere outward amiability, mere
external conformity to CHRIST and His caul:1e profit nothing for
heaven! Is my ministry addicted to these 1 Then the' hay is
.lower still! It is less useful, and burns more rapidly. Do I
cultivate a fair 'show i~ the flesh 1 Am I imagin~tive, inventive,
pleasing to your fancy 1. Do I follow the tendency of the day
by' dressing up the truths of GOD in the language of flimsy fiction
and sentimental anecdotes, in the vain hope of building up your
immortal. souls ~ Alas! if' I am building such hay on CHRIST.
But what if only stubble-fit for being burned 1 For it has
not even the fragrance, the remains of beauty which the hay
possesses. Alas for my usefulness to GOD'S Church if I lend myself.
to worldly ways of carrying on GOD'S work, and expec~ the Divine
blessing upon carnal amusements, such as captiv,ate the giddy,
thoughtless world. AJI these, my beloved hearers, are subjects
that p:ress in upon the mind while I stand on the threshold 'of
another year of pastoral service in GoD'S church. The day of my
ministerial account is app:roaching. I may be removed from y~u
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at any nwment. . I may never celebrate a fifth anniversary among

,.\

my dearly loved people. But remember, you ,Will assuredly meeb
me in the presence of the LAMB·shortly--'-either as s!1Ved or lostall ye my hearers this night.. What a day of manifestation will
that be for Pastor and people! What secrets will then be revealed '!
What thoughts,shall then .be revealed!
" Fellow believers'!' I ask your prayers both for myself and my
ministry. Oh, plead with the LORD to give mea rich supply of
fresh oil, that my testimony among you may always be 'yea', yea,' in your hearts and consciences-' yea,' to the convincing of
the gainsayers-' yea,' to tu~· glory of GOD! And see well to it
that my daily account in your soul's behalf'may be given in with
joy, and not with grief. I do ass,ure you, in the words of the
belo:ved Apostle: 'I have no-greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth' (3 John 4). Pray also that the Word of
the LORD may run and have free course in this dark, dead district.
My GOD knows that I weep in secret over the ruin oftl;Us place,
which heeds not the day of its visitation. Nor pray only, brethren,
but give your own selves to the work of the ministry by bearing the
message of love and mercy from house to house-remember in:
that as every man hath received the gift, so is he called to exercise
the same-':'watching forsquls as they that must give account.
. "And now may the blessing which maketh rich beupon you, my
beloved people. The chief things of the ancient mountains, and
the precious things of the lasting hills be your abundant portiop.,
till everyone redeemed with the LAMB'S own blood appear in Zion
before our THREE~ONE COVENANT GOD. Amen, Amen.".
At foot of this Discourse it is added: '~Any profits arising from
the sale of this Sermon will be placed to the credit of ' St. David's
Free Grqce Publication Fund.' Contributions are respectfully
solicited, and may be sent to Mr. GEORGE KERSHAW, 113, Park
Street, 'Camden Town, London, N.W.'.'
CLIFTO'N, BRISTOL.
January 10th, 1914.

THE EDITOR.
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(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
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GOD wills achange, but God never changes His will.-Bishop Medley.
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_CONSECRATION.
'.' Who then' is .willing to consecrate his service this day unto the
Lord? "-1 CHRONICLES xxix. ,5,
IT is remarkable that the word" consecration" does -not occur
in the New Testament. The verb -" to consecrate" occurl1 twice
(see Heb. vii. 28; x. 20), but' even in these instances it is not used'
of believers. This fact should surely prevent us from an undue
use of the word in reference to God's people. To judge from the
emphasis that is laid upon consecration In some quarters, on,e
might suppose that it'was the chief topic of the New Testament.
We readily acknowledge, howeyer, that the principle of cbnsecra-'
tion is clearly taught in the New Testament. The Lord's peopleall of them' without exception, women as well as men-are'" an
holy priesthood." It is the office of a priest to offer sacrifices.
Our great High Priest has offered once for all the only efficacious
and acceptable sacrifice for sin, and consequently, "there is no
more offering for sin." But the people of God have the privilege
~f offering up _"spiritual sacrifices" which are "acceptable tb'
God by Jesus Christ." These may briefly be described as the I
sacrifice of " a broken and a contrite heart," the sacrifices of their
persons, their possessions, -their prayers, and their praises (see
Psa. li. 17; Rom. xii. 1; Heb. xiii. 15, 16).
Now it is in the offering up of these" spiritual sacrifices" that
the Lord's people consecrate their service unto the Lord. The
words of David are an appeal for such consecrati?n. It wa(his'
desire " to build an house of rest for the' ark of the covenant of the
Lord," but God had said to him, "Thou shalt not build an:,house
for My name, becausethou ha.st been a man of~war,:andhast shed.
blood." David acquiesced in God'.s will in the matter, but though
not permitted to build the temple himself, he did all he could to
make it easy for Solomon to carry out this important work.
Accordingly, he prepared with all his right a great part of the
necessary materials. Then he convened a meeting of the principal
men of his kingdom. He told them of God'.s purpose in regarq to
the building ~f the temple, and of what he himself had done in
preparation for thi.s great'work, and then he said, "Who the~ ris
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willing to conseoratehis serVice this'day unto the Lord 1" The
words are thus an appeal to others to aid him in reference to the
polleotion of materials for building the temple at Jerusalem. Now
that temple was a type of the Church of God. The temple of God
now consists of all the chosen, redeemed, called and justified people of
God. They are "the temple pfthe living God; as God hath said, I
will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they. shall. be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). Such are" lively stones "
and" are built upa spiritual house." Of this temple Christ is the
Chief Corner Ston~, "in Whom all the building, fitly framed together,
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord" (Eph. ii. 21). That
temple is not yet complete, and the Son of David is graciously
pleased to use human instruments as means to gather the " living
stones" which are to occupy their appointed places in this great
spiritual building. "Who then is willing to consecrate his service
this day unto the Lord 1" The Lord can do without human
instrumentality, but He is pleased to use it for the carrying out
of His purpof\es of grace. Hence it is important tllat if His people
are to proclaim His Gospel and be witnesses unto Him, they should
devote their persons and their posseBBions to His service.
Note first that David's appeal is to the Lord's people.
He addressed himself to the representatives of the Lord's own
pe.ouliar people. They were a "chosen" and "a special people"
unto the Lord. David did not.address the Philistines, the Moabites
and the Ammonites, and the. other heathen nations, but he appealed
to the Lord's own people to consecrate their service unto the
Lord. In like ma.nner it is to God's elect, redeemed, regenerated
and believing people that a similar .!tppeal is addressed in the New
Testament. "Ibef\eech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God,that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,' acceptable
unto, God,. which is your reasonable' service." Not to dead sinn:ers,
but to living saints are the words spoken. No devotion to God,
no zeal for God's glory, no keenness for God's .cause can be expected
from the world. But they who have experienced" the mercies
of God," who have been quickened by His Spirit and clea~sed in
the blood of His dear Son, are exhorted to present their bodies a
living sacrifice unto God. Such, too, are enjoined to beware of
forgetting " to do good and to communicltte '1 of their means, "for
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with such sacrifices God is well pleased." Supreme devotion of '
our persons and our possessions, then, is the call of God to His
people. " Ye are not your own." " Ye are bought with a price,
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which· are
God's." "Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him for
ever." The Lord Jesus died for His people; "that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him Which
died for
. them, and rose again." If this devotion .to the Lord's
service were more full and complete, would not the zeal of the
Lord's people' for His cause and for His truth be more keen, and
would not their gifts for the spread of His truth be on a larger and
a more genel!ous scale 1
Secondly, the words of David are an appeal for willing consecration.
"Who then is willing 1" The Revised Version translates,
" Who then offereth willingly to consecrate himself this day unto
the Lord 1" The devotion of the'LQrd's people to His service
should be hearty, cheerful and willing. They should "serve the
Lord with .gladness" and "come before His presence with singing."
Of one of Jehoshaphat's "men of war" it is written, "Next him
was Amafliah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto
the Lord" (2 Chron. xvii. 16). Deborah in her song speaks of
the people who "willingly offered themselves," and of "the
governors of Israel, that offered themselves willingly among the
people." On the other hand, she pronounces a curse upon others
who failed to come to " the help of the Lord against the mighty"
(Judges v. 2, 9, 23). The pastors whom the Lord has set in the
Church are exhorted to take the oversight of the flock "not by
constraint, but willingly" (1 Pet. v. 2). If we devote ourselveS
to the Lord, then, let it be with a willing and cheerful mind. If
we devote our possessions to His service, let it be " not grudgingly,
or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful' giver" (2 Cor. ix. 7).
David was himself hearty in the work of God. He could say, "I
have prepared with all my might for the house of my God." The
. secret of this is expressed in his further words, "I have set my
affection to the house of my God'" (1 Chron. xxix. 2, 3). If our
heart's affection goes out to the Lord, we shall willingly devote
ourselves and our possessions to His service. '
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Thirdly, . the words of David 'are an appeal for prompt coh·
secration.
" Who then is willing to consecrate his s~rvice this day 1" Our
,Lord is the great and perfect example to His, people of wholehearted devotion to the service of God.. He said, " My meat is to
do the will of Him That sent Me, and to finish His work," and He
was prompt and constant in His' devotion. His supreme and
constant aim was to do the will of Him Who had sent Him. To
this end He felt that necessity was laid upon Him promptly and
constantly to use His day of opportunity for serving His Father.
"I must work the works of Him That sent Me, while it is day"
, (John ix. 4). So to the Lord's people it is said, "To-day, if ye
will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." The appeal to yield
ourselves and ~ll that we have and are to the service of God meets
us every day of our lives. Each new day is an opportunity for
new service, new devotion, new zeal for the Lord and His cause.
Each new day is an opportunity for a fresh use or our time, talents,
and means to the service of Him Who loved us and gave Himself
for us. Our priestly functions in offering up "spiritual sacrifices"
need ~o be exercised every day. " Who then is willj.ng to consecrate
his service this day unto the Lord 1" " Exhort one another daily,
while it is called to-day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin," and thus ye fail in that wholehearted devotion
to the Lord which should characterize all the elect people of God.
Fourthly, the words of David are an appeal for consecration to
the Lord.
'
The gifts for the building of the temple were not .to be given to
David. but to the Lord. So the Lord's people are to present their
bodies a "living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God." They
are to "offer the sacrifice of praise to God." They are to "offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." If it is a
question of giving of their means,' they are to do it as to the Lord
and not to man. All their service should be " not with eye service,
as men-pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God." . Whether
men approve or' disapprove, we are to serve our' God.
Finally, David's words were an appeal which was warmly responded to.
Willingly and abundantly the response came. "Then the people
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rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with perfect heart
they offered willingly to the Lord." Gold, silver, brass, iron and
precious stones were abundantly poured into the Lord's treasury,
It is no small matter if the effect of the operation of Divine grace
in the heart is. such that the Lord's people give constantly and
generously of their means for the Lord's cause and the' Lord's
work. There ought to be no niggardliness with the Lord's people.
Moreover, if we devote ourselves and our means to the Lord, there
is still no ground for boasting. No thought of self-congratulation
should for a moment be tolerated, for all that we have comes from
Him. " Who am I, and what is my people [said David], that we
should be able to offer so willingly after this sort ~ for all things
come of Thee, and of Thine Own have we given Thee. . . . All this
store that we ,have prepared to build Thee' an house f~r Thine holy
name cometh of Thine hand, and is all Thine own" (1 Chrdn. xxix.
14, 16). "Where is boasting then ~ It is excluded." Grace
reigns. Through grace we were loved and chosen before the stars
began to shine. Through grace our Redeemer bore qur sins 'in
His own body on the tree. . Through gra<,e we were quickened,
regenerated, justified, saved. Through grace we are kept. Through
the operation of the spirit' of grace in our hearts we are enabled to
consecrate our service unto the Lord. May we who r~alize that
we are debtors to mercy alone be enabled to " serve Him ,without
fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our
life."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Bath.
THE best way to ease thyself is to lay thy load upon God; He ,~ill
take it up and also carry thee. There is many a man would be willing
to go of himself, jf another would but carry his burden for him; but
if thou throwest thy burden upon God, He will not only carry that,
but will also carry thee. He cares not how much weight a Christian
layeth on His back; a'true Israelite may best ease himself, and best
please his God at once. True confidence in God and resting upon
God, will both free thee of thy burden, and also 'bring in the strength
of God to sustain and bear thee up from falling. Woul~t thou, therefore, own God as thy strength, and fetch strength from God to thy
soul ~ Rest upon God, roll thyself upon Him, and that in time of
greatest weakness; in time of greatest service; in time of greatest
trials.-:S. Blackerby (1674).
.
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WELLSPRINGS.
wept."-JoHN xi., 35.
THE shortest verse in the New Testament. But what would the New
,Testament be without that verse!. The truth of it i~ embodied by the
poet in tl).e lines which tell U8~
" In 'every pang which rends the heart
The Man of So~rows hath 'ap~rt." .
It 'was the J esue of Bethany, the Friend of Laza,rus and his sisters, Wb,o
~'wept" at" that grave which contained 'the' fa,st-cor:r;upting body of
His ,friend anli. their brother. It is "this same' Jesus," Who weeps
with those who weep to-day; Who knows their sorrows, and comes,
down to their.low place to help them, and Who in all their affliction is
afflicted. We do not often read-in truth it is only twice recordedthat" Jesus wept," but during His earthly sojourn He was" the Man
of Sorrows" and acquainted. with the' every grief of His people. We
. are t()ld that when ,', He beheld the city[Jerusalem], He wept over it,"
and uttered the mournful condemnatiQn: "If' thou hadst known,
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy
pea'ce! but now they are hid from thine eyes." . •
At the bedside of J airus'. daughter, who lay in the solemn stillness of ,
death, Jesus said, "Weep not." R~ knew what resm;rection power
in Him was about to be put forth to recall that young girl to life again.
He'took her by the hand, and said, "Talitha cumi; which is, being
interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the
d,ams,elarose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years.
And they ,were astonished with a great astonishment." They were
witnesses to' the royal and Divine power of Jesus, Who could quicken
whom He would, and restore the dead to life again. But they had
" laughed Him to scorn" when He had said, "The damsel is not
. dead, but sleepeth."
On aJ,lother occasion we see the tender compassion of Jesus put forth
on behalf of a lone widow"of Nain, as shewent forth to bury her only
son. "And when the Lord'saw her, He had compassion on her, and
said unto her, Weep not." .No death when Jesus is.present! .The
Lord of resurrection life and power and glory- again asserted Himself.
" And He ca.m~ and touched the bier." ,Immediate compliance with
that touch of the Divine Man, made those who 'bare the bier stand still.'
What a wondrous scene 'it. must have been. There 'stood Jesus in the'
mid8t~that lovely Ma~, that wonderful Stranger, Who " went about
doing good" amidst much " contradiction of sinners"; Who Himself
knew' no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; Who was despised
and rejected, and had" not where to lay His head" at night, but Who
laboured on, doing His Father's will, fulfilling the work given Him to
do, and evidencing in all He did His Divinity.'. A ·few words to the
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dead man and lo! a miracle is wrought. "Young man, I say unto
thee, Arise. And he. that w:as dead sat up, and began to speak." I
love to think that the first face that young man looked upon at that
m01p.ent was the face of the J;)ivine Man, his Restorer, and that the
fil'st words he spoke must have been from "a new song" that had
been put in his mouth, and that now ;lot the throne.of God h~ sings
redemption'.s story.
Oh! Jesus knows all the times, the places, and the circumstances of
His sorrowing ones. Some who rea9. this paper may be just now
walking in darkness, in a solitary path, owing to a bereaving Providence.
Jesus knows all, dear friend. His tender eye of pity is upon you. His
heart of loving compassion yearns over you. He knows how to surprise
His saints, bring them into the light of His countenance, and put joy
and gladness in t:qeir hearts. A sweet story, a verification of what I
have written, comes to hand from a beloved correspondent, who has
been bereaved of her dearest and best, a sweet earthly companion, as
well as' a fellow-heir of eternal life. She writes: "I must tell you
something that caused me to praise His dear Name on Saturday afternoon. I was getting out of a motor bus (near London), and as I passed
the conductor, he said in a low but distinct voice, 'Jesus wept.' Others;;J
were getting out too, so that I could not pause, but when I had stepped
on to the pavement I looked. back, and met the kindly gaze of that
(may I not say 1) dear man of God, so that I felt sure he just said those
precious words for me. We were quite strangers, although I may
have ridden in his bus before; if so, how little did I dream that the
conductor was one of the chosen and redeemed by Jesus' precious
blood! I know you will rejoice for and with me. It was such an'
unusual thing, and I think I must have been looking very sad, for I
cettainly was feeling very crushed and ready to faint, so weak and
prostrate ; but as you say, dear friend, all must be well that He doeth.
The. ~G. M.' is full of beauty this month.. You mention in your
, Wellsprings,' the Man of Sorrows Who wept at the grave of His friend,
and then that dear conductor's' Jesus wept'! Yet, oh! how mw;h
grace one needs for that sweet submission and quiet waiting you
mention." What a cheer this dear lonely one received. Was not the
heart of Jesus intent upon doing her good,' and reminding· her that
the Living One was for her, on her side, taking her part, and that
though He had seen fit to call her beloved friend to Himself, He was
with her, and would never leave nor forsake her 1
. '.1;'0 return to Lazarus. Martha and Mary send messengers to tell
Jesus, " He whom Thou lovest is sick." Now note the circumstances.
Does Jesus at once rise up and go to Bethany 1 No. Does He
answer, as He did thecenturion on behalf of his servant, " I will come
and ,heal him" 1 No. Does He appear to have spoken any cheering,
consoling, or encouraging W9rds 1 No. But look at verse 5-" Now
J esusloved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus." And the Divine Man
knew what He would do. "When He had heard therefore that he was
sick, He abode two days still in the same place wltere He was." And that
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"place" was where His beloved forerunner John the Baptist had taught
and testified of the C~ming One. He would thus put honour upon that
servant's testimony. Why did Jesus abidll those" two days" in that
" same place," instead of returning hurriedly with the messengers to
the house of trouble ~ You answer,' That Lazarus might really die.
And that is true. But just as this article is being penned, the Lord
the Spirit has granted His servant in the stillness of her sick chamber
a precious ray of light iI). pondering this Scripture. Turn with me, dear
reader, to the prophet Hosea, chapter vi. verse 2, " After two days will
'J;Ie revive us; in the third day He will rais~ us up, and we shall live in
His sight."
. God is a God of order. There was a necessary pause in the heart of
the Divine Man Who was going to perform the greatest of His miracles.
He was l/-bout to show His power in calling a dead man to life again,
and thus declare the truth of His own glorious resurrection. "On
the third day He must rise again," He had declared to His disciples.
When Jesus arrived at Bethany after" two days," all was resurrection
li{e and power.
"Jesus wepf"" The Man of Sorrows, wept real tears with His
Bethany friends.. He wept with those that wept. "The consciousness," wrote one,. "that He carried resurrection-virtue in Him, and
was about to fill, the howse of Bethany with the joy of restored life, did
not in any way stay the current of natural affection-' Jesus wept.'
His heart was l:\till alive to the sorroW as to the degradation of death.
His calmness throughout the exquisite scene was not indifference but
elevation. His soul was in the sunshine of. those deathless regions
which lay far and- beyond the tomb of Lazarus, but He could visit that
.valley of tears, and weep with them that wept.":
Children of God, what a dignity Jesus, your Husband, Brother,
Friend, has put upon your tears of sanctified sorrow. He allows them,
"after a Godly sort." He does not rebuke them, nay rather, He
compallsionates them, and shares' with His tried and suffering and
sorrowing "friends" their tears. Some, like David, at times shed
tears copio1;lsly, continuously. "My tears," David said, "have been
'my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is
thy God ~" At another stage in his experience, the Psalmist was
bemoaning his hunted life; 'how he fled from one hiding-place to
another, :so many were his enemies. "Thou tellest my wanderings
[flittings, P.-B.V~l: put 'J'hou my tears into Thy bottle: are they not
in' THy book ~" And again: "Thou feedest t~em with the bread
of tears; apd givest thl:\m tears to d,rink in great measure." But
David traced the saints' tears to the right source; he tells us how,
under sanctifying and purifying effect, their Lord notes them; how
He regards the cry of His children, works th~ gracious " afterward"
of, affliction, and pu~s their tears into His' bottle. Oh yes, God's
bottl~ has all His saints' tears, and may we not say in all humility, their
tears mingle with the tears of Jesus. God the Father noted His
"strong cryings and tears." None of those holy tears was over-
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looked. He" was, heard in that He feared." What an honour that,
in loving union with 1I~, His tears and ours are all in God's bottle:
And for Jesus' sake the Father "heats thy sighs and counts thy tears;
and will lift 'up thy head."
.
.".
How much tears are the portion of God's family ill Zion. Can they
not take up the ll:!onguage of David: "J am weary with my, grganing ;
all the night make I my bed to'swim; I water my couch with my tear~.
Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all
mine enemies." And again, he cries out in the bitterness of his spirit,
" Hear my prayer, 0 Lord, and give ear unto my cry; hold not Thy
peace at my tears; for I am a stranger with Thee, and a sojourner; as
all my fathers were." i
. But the promise i~ Sl,lre to the hopers to the llnd--" ,He will ~wallo'\V
up death in victory; ~md the Lord 'God will wipe away tears from off
all face~; and the rebuke of His people shall He take ,away from off
all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it. And it shall be said in
that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will
save us: this is the Lord; w~ have waited for Him, we will be glad
and rejoice in His salvation."" And in the Apocalyptic vision we are
granted a blessed view of the saints-all their sorrows ended, all theiJ;
"great tribulatio~" over, every enemy .stilled and seen no more.
There" the Lamb Which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and'shall lead them' Unto living fountains of waters : and 'God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes." Oh! fdr ,the Day, the bright,
the glad, th'e coming, the near-approaching Day, when there shall b,e
"'no more sorrow," and consequently" no more tears'''; "no more.
sighing," but one glad triumphant final overcoming resurJ;ection '\Vord,.
Victory. Before the throne of God the redeem~d are seen in unending;
peace. They h~ve "gotten the, victory over the beallt/' ," They'
overcame h~ by the blood o~ the Lamb." ,And if we as)r with the p.oet
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"What are these in bright array','
This innumerable throng,"
'
Round the altar night and day.
Hymning one triumphant song,
'Wo~thy is the Lamb once, slll'ip.,
Blessing, honour, 'glory, power,
Wisdom, riches, to obtain
New dominion every hour' 'I "
we hear him reply,,"
"These through fiery trials trod,
These from great' afflictions, came;
Now bef(}re the throne of God,
Sealed with His almighty Name,
Clad'in raiment pure and 'white, .
Victor palms in every hand,
Through their dear Redeemer's might
More than conquerors tJ::1ey stand."
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.. THE PORTRAIT.-TH;ELATE MR. JOSEPH MARTIN. J.P..

I ''.

WE this month present to our reader~ the Portrait of our late dear
friend and brother, MR. JOSEPH MARTIN, J.P., who fell asleep in tho
Lord J esus la~t spring at Highfield ~ou8e, Littleport,..in the county of
Cambridge, just before completing his 84th birthday. His last illness
began in January,' 1913, with occasional occurrences of hope of re·
covery, ,but he finally fell asleep in his dear REDEEMER within eight
'days of aftainihg hiB birthday. He was a brother of our departed
much beloved friend, the late Rev. J. C. Martin, who for many
years ministered at the Circus' Church, Portsmouth.' The funeral was
tollowed by a devoted f\lomily of five sons-two ,of whom were clergy.
men-~nd five. daughters. The public. respect in wh'ich dear MR.
J OSEPH MARTIN was widely held was witnessed to by the fact that the
interment was attended by some two thousand neighbours and friends.
The deceased held the office of Presiding'Magistrate for many years
on'the Ely Bench, and was elected an Alderman in 1874, presiding for
fourteen years over meetings of tneEly County Coun,cil.
A d~cided yet humble believer' in the Lord Jesus Christ, he held in
high esteeht such men as the Rev. William Huntington, and was a
member ,of the, fourth generation· of, a family to whom the ministry
and writings of that eminent preacher of the Gospel had been greatly
prized. Upwards of 200 of his letters to these were published.
Huntington frequen.tly visited in his family. The Rey.· Joseph
Chamberlain, of, Leicester, was also one of the, closest ministerial
friends of the departed Christian gentleman. Dear MR. MARTIN was
taken ill in January,. 19.13, and after slight temporary recoveries,
passed peacefully to his eternal rest in the Lord on the3rd of May
last. His favourite ,hymn-" From every storm.y wind that blows,"
was touchingly sung at the grave-side, and also' the sweet and corn·
forting composition, "The sands of time are sinking."
The dear pilgrim used to delight much in the simple services held
in his chapel at Littleport, and rarely was he absent from the desk,
where he gave out the hymns, and, in the absence of a minister, read
a sermon.
From the pulpit the Gospel had been proclaimed at various times by
the Rev. George'Abrahams, the Rev. John Grace, the Rev. A. J. Baxter,
and the Rev. Thorpe Smith. Two passages of Holy Scripture were
often upon the lips of the dear man of God during his illness, testifying
to the peace which Divinely kept his heart and mind-co I have loved
thee' with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I
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drawn thee ", (Jer. xxxi. "); and" I shall be satisfied when I awake,
with Thy likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15). Upon such a consistent, humble,
holy, heavenly, walk before, and with, the Lord God, we have rarely
had the joy and privile~e of communing!. Dear MR. MARTIN!

,SetmonfJ anb jIltlUfJ of ,SettntlnfJ.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE
REV. J. ORMISTON, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARV4TH, 1914.
" The Breaker is come up before them,. they have broken up, and have
passed through the gate, and are gone out by it,. and their King shall
pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them." :-MICAH ii. 31.

DEAR friends, this is a sacred portion of God's Word that He ha~
ascribed to' Himself and of which He has given us the privilege: of
knowing somewhat,and we are hoping to know more of the testimopy
of this truth. The first thing I wish to notice is that which concerns
Him Who is called the" Breaker." This is the Lord Jesus Christ, Who
broke the silence of death; Who had dominion over the dead, and
purpos.es to bring to life in the near future those who are sleeping in
Him, and resting in Him, those who were lately walking with us in the
ways of God's truth. "The Breaker is come lip before them "-this
is in anticipation of the general resurrection, which we are hoping for
and waiting for humbly and patiently and confidently. The Lord
can not break His Word, He has spoken once 'in His holiness, and it
remains His fixed truth. "The Breaker is gone up before them"
in the purpose of God. This isa sure prophecy. The Blessed One
Who bears the name of the Breaker" is come up before them." Yes,
He has spoiled the grave already in part, and purposes yet to spoil
it on a larger scale. Oh, what a resurrection will that be! What a
change is coming on over the Church of God! There are a few only
now who are testifying to the Name and Truth of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ble.~sed are the few! Blessed are the people who know the joyful
sound. Dear friends, do you all know it? Does the prospect of His
coming gladden your hea,rts? At any moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, He may accomplish His will, there is, nothing to hinder it. At any
moment the Lord's voice may wake the dead, and bid the sea give up
those that are asleep in it, and the redeemed on earth together with
them shall be caught up to meet their Lord. Many, many 'have passed
away, but the Lord knows their number and their names, and He has
His eye and heart set on them. He knows where to find them when
He calls them to come again, soul to body' that have been so long
separated." Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord," they are not
lost-we are speaking of the saved only-they are gone before. The

84

The Gospel Magazine

Lord knoweth them that are H;is, and He will call them all, every on,e,
body and soul united, to,meet Him, and will call them in a,moment"':'"
at the sound of the trumpet--He has said so, and, He will keep His
word.
" The Breaker is come up before them "-His people. "They have
broken up" in the Divine purpose, and in the faithfulness of the Divine
promise. Oh, dear friends, dwell much on this blessed promise, this
sworn to, ~atisfying, eternal portion. The Breaker, the- Lord Jesus
Christ, has risen from the dead, and has ascended up on high, leading
captivity captive. Ip. part this prophecy l,1as been fulfilled, and His
time is close at hand, it is ready to be fully accomplished. He will
have all His redeemed people with Him evermore, those who have long
passed away-so long that even their names have passed away-they
'will be found at His right hand in the courts, of glory.
"Th,e 'Breaker is come up before them," and He purposes to come,
in fact as their Leader and Director. He will be recognized as Chief
of all. "They have broken up "-broken all through those interfering
barriers 'which sin sets up, these are, all broken up in His Name and
sufficiency; In His holy Word He has said how He will quicken the
dead that sleep in Him, and they will all be there, not one will be
missing: Oh, how good it is to think of that glorious day which is
soon coming! Oh, what a coming together will that be when all the
redeemed will have entered. on the glory which has been purchased
for them, and to which they have full and eternal right. They shall
not be ashamed; they know Whom they have believed, and are
persuaded on the grounds of His faithful promise that He will raise
His dead.
'
" And have passed through the gate"-that is waiting its fulfilment!
What a blessed season is that to wait for! In a momell!tall that is
written will come to pass, all that God's people have expectedthough they .have only expected ,in part-will blessedly come to pass.
They" have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it," they
have entered Heaven by it-not one excluded 'of His own dear people.
" And their King shall pass before them." Notice well this word,
I repeat it~" their King," the King Who shed His preciolls blood to
purchase them and make them His, and Who by His grace has kept
them His and is keeping them now, arid. Who in a little while will
declare it.' "This people have I formed, and kept, and redeemed for
Myself, a:nd they shall show forth My praise." Yes, through the long,
'coming eternity they shall show forth the praises of Him Who has
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light.
And then you notice the last sentence, "and the Lord-Jehovahon the head of them." He is the Leader of the raised multitude, the
comprehensive Leader. He embodies them all. , He knoweth them
,that are His, and He is reckoning up Hi,S dear, dear hidden ones to His
satisfaction. He has called this one and th3t one by His grace, and
they haV'e kept the faith and remained steadfast to the end. And He
is still calling them out of darkness into light. That is it which He is
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working in them at the present time, and thereby hastening His
coming. "The ,Lord on the head of them,'" theY' are all summed up
in His dear Name, this people whom He hath formed for Himself. Is
He leading this vast multitude knowingly ~ Yes, He knows them
afar off, He knows them intimately, and He knows them appropriatingly. How blessed, how certain all this is ! They are not
cunningly devised fables, but abiding truths. He will bring it, all to
pass in .His own time and with marvellous accuracy in its own place.
An His purposes are settled, and He is taking account of the least
likely ones whom He has set His mark upon as His; the Lord knoweth
them that are Ris: Is this your hope and your expectation ~ Your
sure hope a.nd your sure expectation ~ And have you lellrned it from
the Holy 'Spirit Himself ~ .' Has He taught you ~ Has He told you,
and spoken these things home to your heart and given you the confidence of believing them implicitly because He has said them ~
" Their King shall pass before them," yes, to the glorious Throne,
the Throne of eternity, the Throne of the eternal Father, the
Father of His dear children" the brethren of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who He all known, intimately known, and witnessed to by the Holy
Spirit, Who dwells in them., They are all treasured up, the memory
of each one, for.'the coming of the King, for the in-c.oming of the
Lbrd at their head. The' Lord is to conduct His people to a place
on, and a part in, His Throne. The Lord will never know His people
better than He knows them' now, He knows them in the greatness of
His love and in the unchangeability of His love; "This people have
I formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise ~'-this is the
delighted language in which He speaks of His own people. Oh, dear
friends, follow on-follow hard after the Lord. He knows His people
and watches over them and gives them the choice provision of .His grace
to hold on, they are kept by the grace of Jehovah, kept as the 'apple of
His eye. This .is such a lovely expression, '~Kept by the power of
God," "kept as the apple of His eye." What a tender and what
a marv,ellous provision the sight of nature is. The eye is His work,
carefully and wonderfully made according to His skill and perfect
knowledge of its uses.' He has made it in wisdom past finding out:
Learned men have written great treatises on the subject of sight -and
told us much that is lasting, but oh, when spiritually understood, how
marvellous it is ! He that made the eye, shall He J?ot see ~ He sees
with a perfect knowledge of that object of sight. Trust on Him. Lean
on Him, He knows.. The Lord is before you, you see the text-" the
King shall pass before them," that is a sweet word for you to hope on
and to treasure up in your hearts. The Lord knows the way, He shall
find the way into th,e glory. ,All the steps, the /l.scension steps, that
lie between us and the glory are to be of His finding, and' He will find
them perfectly. He went up into the Heaven of heavens, He was seen
for a little way by His disciples, and while they gazed up lingeringly on
that scene they were confronted by two heavenly ~essengers who said
to them, " Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ~ "
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Where else should they look lingeringly, and hopefully and expectantly 1
But there was great work for them to do and great suffering fo.r them
to pass through, and the Lord would have it all brought to pass at a
certain time. He must have His people to follow Him by meditating
on and searching the Scriptures. He has promised He will fulfil them
and open up deep things for them, Himself graciously leading them.
Do you find the Holy Spirit affecting your hearts with the desire to see
Him as He is at His Coming 1 "This same Jesus"-not another"shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven,"
and we are waiting for that-we believe that implicitly, and.we are
confidently waiting. ..He is just coming again as He went, in a moment,
in the quickness of a flash of lightning. Every eye sha~lsee Him which
has 'been spiritually prepared and made ready for the sight of the Lord
they loved. They will see Him and love Him, they will see Him face
to face, they will know Him as they are known, and that knowledge of
Jesus is perfect. Oh, dear children of God, treasure up the thoughts
He putS' into your hearts of Himself. "Eye hath not seen nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the hear1; of. man, the things which·
God hath prepared for them that love Him." Oh, it is so sweet to be
waiting, lovingly waiting, as the Lord enables by His grace, in all times
of difficulty, in all times of perplexity and burden-bearing, in all times
of tempest, of doubt and unbelief. All these things upset our faith
and try us, but the Lord does not forget, never forgets, not for an
instant. He loves ever with a perfect love. He hateth putting away,
He does not know it in His Covenant. He keeps His dear ones as the.
apple of His eye, that choice mechanism of His skill. Oh, how He does
marvellously operate for His people. Cleave to Him, cling to Him.
Never cease to Bet Him forth in the excellence of His Deity. He is
faithful, He will keep His covenant. The covenant glorifies Himself.
He doeth all things well. These are a few of the thoughts that crowd
into my mind at the beginning of the year. We do not know what
lies before us. We do not know what troubles or afflictions, what
sorrows,;will be laid upon us. Patiently bear· them, uncomplainingly
bear His blessed will. He is of one mind and will not turn from it.
He knows His own wise purpose and will bring it all to pass-sweetly
and blessedly to pass.
A DIVINE spark may live in a smoke of doubts without a speedy
rising into a flame. When grace is at the bottom of doubting, there
will be reliance on Christ and lively petitions to Him. Sometimes
these doubtings strengthen our trust and make us take hold faster on
God. The waverings where faith is are like the tossings of a ship
fast at anchor (still there is a relying upon God), not like a boat carried
by the waves of the sea to be dashed against a rock. If the heart stay
on Christ in the midst of those doubtings, it is not an evil heart of
unbelief. Such doubtings consist with the indwelling of the Spirit,
Who is in the heart, to perform the office of a Comforter against such
fears, and to expel those thick fumes of nature.-Stephen Charnoclc.
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THE LAMBo'
I DARE say many of my readers have been impressed, as I have been,
with the frequency with which the name" Lamb" occurs in the Book
of the Revelation-that sacred Book which seems fuU of mystery' and
judgment, yet at the same time of prophecies of sweetest, tendetest
import. ' The golden thread which links the name of ',' the Lamb"
runs through it, glorifying and illuminating the sacred pages, speaking
comfortably, speaking to the hearts of the redeemed. My few remarks
will be very simple, but I pray they may by the 'Power of the Holy
Spirit -cheer some dear troubled burdened soul as we contemplate
together" the Lamb of God Fhich talceth away the sin of the world."
How consolatory it is to find ,the first mention of the Lamb (chapter
v. 6) in connection with the gentle bidding, " Weep not." In heaven
as when on earth He is still the same, drying the weeping eye and
unravelling all tangles,. The sealed book-sealed with seven sealsmade the Apostle weep when " no man was found worthy to open and
to read the book, neither to look thereon." Truly, no man is worthy,
no man can be found worthy for the opening and reading the sealed
'book, much less" to look thereon."
, But while the Apostle wept much, he was bidden to'" Weep not,"
and why 1 He" beheld, and, 10, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts; and inthe midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as It had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God sent forth into all the earth. And He came and took the book out
of the right hand of Him That sat upon the throne. And 'when He had
taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down
before the Lamb. . . . And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood." . We read in verse
11 of the acclamation of many angels and beasts and elders, the number
"ten thousand' times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands""
It is to me a comfort that the precise number is not stated, but th'at
the Word of God expresses it "thousands of thousands," a number
known only to God and the Lamb. And the words· of this acclamation
uttered" with a loud voice" 'were, " Worthy is t~e Lamb That was slain
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing." "The Lamb That '/fJas slain "-leaving no
doubt as to His identity; the precious Jesus,' 'f the Saviour of the
world," the Redeemer. And the acclamation was taken up by " every
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them." "The'le heard I
saying, Blebsing, and honour, and glOllY, and power, be unto Him That
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Thl;lD
the vision was continued, and St. John saw when the Lamb opened the
seals and revealed the content'l of the book.
'
In the 16th verse of the 6th chapter occurs that strange and awful
expression, "The wrath of the Lamb"-the wrath which will cause
unbelieving nations to cry to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us
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and hide us." Oh! what must be the agony of those who seek to be
h.i:dden from :ijis face. . Who shall be able to ~tand in that day, "the
great day of His wrath " ~, No Qne excepting those who are washed in
the blood ,of t4e' Lamb, He will, appear fer 1).S and rwt against us in
that day-:-th~t·great.,day. He is described in the first chapter of this
Book of the Revelation as " Him That loved us, and washed us from our
sins. in His own .blop,d,and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father."
.
: The Word of-God goes on sweetly to point out in the midst of this
terrible scene (Qhapter yii.), "anotl:j.er angel., . " h~ving the seal of the
liv~ng God,'~.l;l.lld his proclamation was, '~,Hurt not the earth, neither
the sea, nor the treEls, till we have sealed the servants of o~r God in their
foreheads." H,is, beloved people were marked and secured against the
wrath of the Lamb-the twelve tribes of Israel,. and those in verse 9 :
" After this I b~held,.a.nd, 10, a great multitude, which 'no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, all(~people, and tongues, stood
, befpr~ th,e' throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
.
'
palms in their hll-nds!' . '
"What are these which are arrayed in white robes ? ~nd whence came
, they?" is asked in, verse, 13. Then follows the beautiful reply which
has solaced the liv,ing Church of the living God in all ages: ". These are
they which came out,of gre.at ,tribulation, and have. washed their robes,
and:. made ,them white in the blood of the L,amb, Th.erefore are they
before the. throne of G;od, and serve Him da.y and night in His temple:
and He That sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb wp.ich is ID the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
<;>f waters: and God shall wipe away ,all tears from their eyes."
Passing on to chapter 12,. we read of the dragon being cast out of
heaven, that great accuser of the brethren, which accused them before
our God day and night. Oh! how relentless, how persistent his
endeavours to crush the blood-washed people, Plade white in the blood
of the Lamb., But. !:!oIl in vain. "They overcq,me him by the blood of
the LamQ, and by,~he word of th~ir testimony; and they loved not their
lives unto the death." ,Greatest sufferers, but greatest overcomers..
"If God be for us; who can be qgainst us ?" However subtly or however heavily: he press, he can not prevail, for Omnipotence and Love
ar\l.on our s i d e . ,
.
, Then w~ have the beautif:ul piC(ture of the Lamb $ta'lfding en the Mount
Sion, the hundred and forty-fo'llr thousand with lIim, a,nd the new song.
N~ 'man could learn t,hat': song l;mt the one hundred and forty-four
thousand which weJ:e redeemed from the earth..' r:t:hey "follow the
Lamb, whithersoever He goeth." They are" the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb. And in t,heir mouth was found no guile: for they /lore
without fault before the throne of God."
It seems str~ngeto re'ad in ve.rse 10 of chapter, 14 of the worshipper/?
,of the beast being .t«;>rmented ", with fire and brhnstone in the presence
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of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb." I think that must
be the sharpest sting of all~to be tormented, in Hip presence, and, no
appeal, no sympathy, no consolation from Him.
,.
'
Then in the 15th chapter we read of " the song of Moses th'eservaJ;lt
of God, and the song of the Lamb "-the law giver and the law Fulfi.ll~r,
They have one spirit, one rejoicing. In' the 17th chapter the wonderful
spectacle ,is seen of the ten horns, the ten kings" which have received
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
These have one mind; and shall give their power and strength unto the
beast. These shall make war with-the Lamb.'1 Oh! how daring their
presumption and how futile their efforts. Thank God, we read:, " The
Lamb shall overcome them." Yes, His people overcame by,the blood
of the Lamb, and the Lamb Himself shall overcome and shall destroy
all His enemies, "for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings." He
shall put all enemies under His feet.
In the 19th chapter we find "the marriage of the, Lamb" and the
supreme rejoicing. "Blessed are they which ~re called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb." How strong His union with His wellloved people, and how matvellpusly ~e heaps honour upon honour,
joy upon joy, in manifestation of His complete oneness with them.
In the 21st chapter we have the description of "the ,Lamb's wife,"
the description of the holy Jerusalem, so all-glorious, all-permeated
with the beauty of the Lamb. The foundations of"~he walls have in
them the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. The Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple. The Lamb is the light thereof.
The 22nd, and last, chapter proceeds to describe the" pure river of
water of life proceeding from, the throne of God and of the Lamb." Then
the finDl sweet assurance: "'Ther~ shall be no more 'curse: but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall
serve Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their
foreheads." Beautiful vision! 'They see His face, and as He' gazes
on them-the purchase of His love and blood-He beholds His name
on their faces, in their foreheads, and sees them His.
Thus we, observe how in the final disposition of things the Lamb is
the substance of all-this blessed Lamb prefigured by thousands of
sacrifices through thousands of years. I remember reading somewhere
that the inference from the instructions concerning, the lamb for the
passover is that it may have been a pet lamb, as it had to be kept from
the tenth day of the month till the fourteenth day of the month. At
any rate it was long enough to become accustomed to the little lamb
and to love it (see Exod. xii. 3 and 6). So the Beloved of the Father"My beloved Son, in'Whom I am well pieased "; the" only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth,"; "the only begotten Son
Which is in the bosOIn of the Father"-the cherished, loving, and loved
Son, became the Lamb slain to take away the sin of the world. "Christ
our Passover is sacrificed for us." Oh"! what wonderfully touching
types were all those sacrifices year after year through hundreds of
years, prefiguring the' great Sacrifice on Calvary Which was offered once
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for 'all. ' lri the typical sacrifices there was a remembrance again made
of sins every year. "But this Man ~ .• offered,';one sacrifice for sins
for ever.", "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified;" and so the Lord saith, " Their sins and their iniquities will
I remember no more.",
.'ThU:s the manifestation of " the Lamb as It 'had been slain," in the
heavenly J emsalem, is a. continual testimony to the fact that sin is
put away forever, and our atoning Substitute constant evidence of our
acceptance· in Him and of our title there in that dear eternal Home
·"where sweeter voices swell ,the song of Mose~ and the Lamb," than
eVer can be raised here below.
Oh! dear reader, when we meet as the Bride, the Lamb's wife, and
'behold the feir city of which the Lamb is the light, and the throne of
which is the throne of God and the Lamb; where there is ho tear, no
death, no sin, no sorrow, no crying, no pain, no night, no more curse,
what will the language of ,the 'heart and song be 1
" We before the throne in' heaven,
Day and night adore
Thee, the Lamb, amongst us dwelling,
Now and everrcore.
,
" Lo" we hunger not, and thirst not,
Nor can sun or heat
Smite us in Thy rest and shadow
Deep, and still, and sWf'let.
"Days a~d nights of ~onely sorrow,
Long and changE;lful years,
Tell but ,6f the hand most tender
Wiping all our tears.
"For our robes, so white, so radianb" .
Witness as they shine
Of the sacred blood th~~ washed us;
Thine, 0 Lamb Divine."

And then the closer union still.
·a.nd I in yon." Thu8-

i,

I am in MY' Father, and ye in Me,

" Not beside Him, nay, but in Him,
o belov'd, are we."
NETTlE.•

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD'S LONGINGS.
,

t,,,
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"IF my Lord Jesus would come to me, bargaining for His. love, 1
think He might ll)ake the price Himself. ~ should p.ot refuse ten
thousand years in hell, to have a wide soul 'enlarged and made wider,
that I might be exceedingly, even to the running-over, filled with His
love. 0h, what amI to love such an One, or to be loved by that high
and lofty One! I think the angels may blush to loo,k upon Him, and
what am I to defile such infinite;brightnesw with my siI;tful eyes.· Oh,

The Gospel Magazine

1\

if",

91

that Christ would come near, and stand still, and' give me leave to look
upon Him! For to look seemeth the poor man's privilege, since he
may, for nothing, behold the sun. I should have a king's life, if I had
no other thing to do, than for evermore to behold and eye my fair
Lord Jesus: nay, suppose I were holden out, at heaven's fair entry,
I should he happy for evermore to look through a hole in the door, and
see my dearest and fairest Lord's face."
.
Thus wrote the pious Rutherford to William Glendinning; and as
he so longed to see and enjoy Christ himself, with the same holy desires
he sought to commend His loveliness to others. Writing to Robert
Lennox, he says :,~' Oh, that I could make my Lord Jesus lovely, desirable, and fair to
all the world, both to Jew and Gentile! Oh, let my part of heaven go
for it, so being He would take my tongue to be His instrument, to set
out Christ in His whole braveries of love, virtue, grace, sweetness,
and matchless glory, to the eyes and hearts of Jews and Gentiles!
Oh, for the help of angels' tongues, to make Christ eye-sweet and
amiable to many thousands! Oh, how little doth this world see (!)f
Him, and how far are they from the 'love of Him, seeing there is so
much loveliness, beauty, and sweetness in Christ, that no created eye
did ever yet see! I would that all men knew His glory, and that I
could put many in at the Bridegroom's chamber door, to see His
beauty, and to be partakers of His high and deep, and broad anq
boundless love."
.
\ ,
Writing to the Lady Jane Campbell, he says:," There.is not a rose out of heaven, but there is a blot and thorn
growing out of it, except that one only Rose of Sharon, Which
blossometh out glory. Every leaf of the Rose is a heaven, and serveth
, for the healing of the nations'; every white and red in it, is incomparable glory; every act of breathing out its smell, from everlasting
to everlasting, is spotless and unmixed happiness. Christ is the outset,
the master-flower, the uncreated garland of heaven, the love and joy
of men and angels. But, the fountain-love, the fountain-delight,
the fountain-joy -of men and angels is more; for out of it floweth an
the seas, springs, rivers, and floods of love, delight, and joy. Imagine
all the rain and dew, seas, fountains, and floods, since the Creation,
were in one cloud, and these multiplied in measures; for number to
many millions of millions, and then divided in drops of showers to an
answerable number of men and angels ;-this should be a created
shower, and end in a certain period of time; and this huge cloud of
so many rivers and drops, should dry up, and rain no more. But we
can not conceive so of Christ ': for if we should imagine millions of
men and angels to have a co-eternal dependent existence. with Christ,
and they eternally in the act of • receiving grace for grace out of His
fullness,' the flux a.nd issue of grace should be eternal, as Christ is. For
Christ can not tire or weary from eternity to be Christ; and so, He'
must not~ He can not .but be an infinite and etern81 flowing sea, tc>
diffuse and let out streams and floods of boundless grace. Say that
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the rose were eternal ;, the sweet smell; the loveliness of greenness 'and
'Colour must be eternal. Oh j what a happiness, for a soul to lose its
excellency in His transcendent glory! What a blessedness for the
'creature, to cast in his little all, in Christ's matchless all-sufficiency! ..
".~hesaints are little pieces of mystical Christ, sick of love for \
union. The wife .of youth, that wants herhushand some years, and '
expects he shall return to her from over-sea lands, is often on the shore;
every ship coming near shore is her new joy;. her heart loves the wind
that shall bring him home. She asks at every passenger news: 'Oh!
saw., ye my husband? What is he doing? Wlien shall he come? Is
lie shipped for a return?' Every ship that carrieth not her husband
is the breaking of her heart. What desires hath the Spirit and Bride
to hear, when the Husband Christ shall say to the mighty angels,
, Make you ready for the journey; let Us go down and divide the skies,
and bow the heaven: , I will gather My'prisoners of hope unto Me: I
can warit My Rachel and her weeping children' no ·longer.' Behold, I
come quickly tq judge 'the nations.' The, bride" the Lamb's wife,
blesseth the feet of the messengers that preach such tidings. 'Rejoice,
'0 Zion, put on thy beautiful garments; thy King is coming.' Yea,
.she loveth that quarter of the s~y, that being rent asunder and cloven,
, shall yield to her Husband, when He shall put through His glorious
:hand~ and shall come riding on the rainbow and clou,ds to receive her
to HImself. . ..
,,'
,
"Redeeming grace is so perfect, that Satan hath power possibly to
bid, but not to buy any of the redeemed, no more than a. merchant
can buy another man's bought goods without his consent. All our
:happiness that groweth here on the banks of Time, is but thin sown,
as very strawberries on the sea-sands. What good parts of nature
we' have without grace, are like a fair 'lily, but there is' a worm at the
root of it; it withereth from the root to the top. Gifts wither apace
without grace: gifts neither break nor humble; grace can do both.
Grace is so much the more precious /ind sweet, that though it be the
result of sin, in the act of pardoning and curing sinful lameness; yet
it hath no spring, but the bowels of God stirred and rolled within
Him only by spotless and. holy goodness. Grace is 'of the King's
"house from heaven only; the matter, subject, or person it dwelleth in,
contributed nothing' for the creation of so noble a branch. Christ,
for this cause especially, left.,the bosom' of God, and was clothed with
:flesh and our nature, that He might be a mass, a sea, and boundless
.river of visible, living, and breathing grace, swelling' up to the highest
'banks of not only the habitable, world,. b:ut the sides also of the heaven
,of :heavehs, to over-water men and angels."
Thus wrote the saintly Samuel Rutherford, dedicating his" Trial
and Triumph of Faith," to that pious lady, the Viscountess of Kenmure,
ID. 'which the ardent longings of Rutherford's glowing heart are
beautifully expreqsed. Blessed are they who thus long after Jesus;
for verily they shall be satisfied with His love.
Haddington.
J. G.
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AN IMPORTANT QUESTION,. AND
THE WAY
THE LORD
,
.
DEALT WITH .IT.
THE account of the young ruler. who put to the Lord Jesus the question,
," Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? " is:
cont!Lined in each of the synoptic Gospels-Matt. xix., Mark x.,L1,1ke
xviii. We can not but admire his earnestness, for he came" running"
to Jesus, and "kneeled" when he asked this question. But, as we
know that earnestness 'and zeal in a cause are no proof that the cause
is one of truth and righteousness-as witness the earnestness and zeal
of .the prophets of Baal in the time of Elijah (1 Kings xviii.), and of
the Apostle Paul \before his conversion':-so it does not follow that
where there is earnest and serious inquiry regarding eternal salvation,
the truth of the Gospel will be received when put before the inquirer.
When indeed the anxiety is the result of a work of grace, then the
truth will ultimately be received, tor a sinner convinced of sin by the
Holy Ghost can find peace only in Christ; and the only Gospel which
is Gospel to. him is the glad ·tidings.of a full and free salvation by the
grace of God, through the sole merits of the Lord Jesus Christ.
But, on the other hand, when anxiety is only the result of natural
convictions, it will be appeased by natural Ieligion. That Gospel
which alone can allay the spiritual thirst of a new-born soul will be
despised. The fountain of living waters will be forsakeN, and cisterns
hewed out, broken cisterns, that can hold no "'ater. Theunhumbled
soul will not receive the truth of grace, but will trust in fleshly religion,
and lean upon human ability to secure the desired good.
This is observable from the wording of the young ruler's inquiry,
for he said, "Good Master, what shall 1 do that I may inherit eternal
life? " or, as it runs in St. Matthew, " What good thing shall I do ? "
The thought that is natural to all, is, that eternal life is to be merited
by creature righteousness, that something mqst be done by,us in
order to obtain it.
.
'
But the Scripture is emphatic upon this point. Salvation is " NOT O~
WOR,KS," but" BY GRACE." " By grace ye have been saved, through
fl}ith; and that not of yourselves;' it is the gift of God: not of,
works, that no man should glory~·' For we are HJs workmanship"
(Eph. ii. 8-10); and again (2 Tim. i. 9): "Whohath sav.ed us, and
called us with an.holy' calling, not according ,to, our works, but
acQ9rding to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began." ,
. .
Now with what wonderful wisdom did the Lord Jesus deal with
his questioner! The' young man, ignorant of Christ's Divinity, and
looking upon Him as a, human Teacher,. had called Him "Good."
The Lord, first of all, then, declares :," There is none GOOD but ONE;
that is, GOB.'" Thus He sets His seal to the fact of man's fall .. God
created man "in His own image, in the image of God created He him;"
and therefore he was created "good," as was everything th~t came
from God's :hand. "And God saw everything ,that He had ,made, and,
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behold, it was very good" (Gen. i. 31). But by reason of the Fall,
mankind has inherited a, corrupt nature, and so in course of time it
was testified: "God saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the ea,rth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). The judgment of the flood
could not, and did not,' eradicate evil from man's heart, for God's
testimony immediately after that judgment is: "The imagination of
man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21).
Long before our Lord's time, a holy man of God had declared, as
moved by the Holy Ghost, "There is none that doeth good, no, not
one" (Psa. xiv.. 3)/ The Lord Jesus confirms this by His words:
"There is none good but One, that is God," and thus shows the
impossibility of obtaining eternal life by obedience to the commandments, by creature goodness, by dQing some" good thing."
. But it may be said: Does not the Lord Jesus refer him to the
commandments ~ Did He not say, "If thou wilt enter· into life,
keep the ,commandments" ~ Yes,' but as we shall see, in order to
convince him of his lack of legal righteousness. When the commandments were named, the young man claimed, " All these have I observed
.from my youth." But was this true ~ In a sense, .indeed, as to his
outward conduct, he may have been blameless; but had he kept the
law in its spirit ~ Did he love his neighbour ashimselj? For this is
what these commandments required (see Matt. xxii. 35-40). To test
this, the Lord gave him a specific injunction: "If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and tho.u shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come and follow Me.~' His unwillingness to
act upon it disclosed the truth. He had not kept these commandments
in their spirituality. He did not love his neighbour as himself. Thus,
the Lord J esue Christ, in, His Divine wisdom, convicted him of sin.
"When the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful:
for he had great possessions."
I Now we must observe that the Lord referred him to the second
table of the law only; to those commandments which are summed
up in the words, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." "The
first and great commandment," "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind," was
not named. But inasmuch as he was unwilling to obey the Lord's
injunction, it was clearly shown that' he also fell short of the requirement of this" first and great commandment; " for, if he did not love
his neighbour as himself, it was thereby proved that he did not love
God" with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind."
" For he that loveth (not his brother ,whom he hath seen, how can he
love- God Whom he hath not seen. ~" And so he was unwilling to do
what Christ commanded, and to follow Him..
In this way, then, this young man was convicted by the Lord Jesus
of his lack of legal rIghteousness. He wanted to know what good
thing he should do that he might have eternal life. The Lord named
a " good thing" to be done·,. which he wa.s unwilling to perform, which
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demonstrated his lack of perfection in "the righteousness which is of
the law.."
, ,'
,
Truly, as the Apostle says, "If there had been ,a law given which
could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the
law" (Gal. ''iii. 21). The law was" unto life" (Rom. vii. 10). But
," by the law is the knowledge of si!].," and" all have sinned," ,and sin
has brought guilt, condemnation, and death in its train. So St. Paul
says: "I was alive without the law once: but when'· the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the commandment, which
was ordained to life, I found to be unto death."
,Thus it was, we may well believe, with the young ruler. The
immediate result of the Lord's words was: "He was sad at that
,saying, and went away grieved,; for he had great possessions." But
as we are told (Mark x. 21), "Jesus beholding him, loved him," may
:we not conclude that, eventually, this rich young ruler was brought ,to '
see and embrace the truth that eternal life is God's free gift, according
to His witness by His Apostle: "God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son."
, As it was necessary for a camel to be stripped of all its burd~n before
it could pass. through" the needle's eye" (a postern door, so-called,
in a gate of Jerusalem, as we are told), so we may trust that the young
ruler was, in God's time, stripped of all his fancied creature righteousness, and brought to ,see his need of a better righteousness, and so to
submit himself to "the righteousness of God, apart from the law."
" For Christ ,is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth."
We may well beli,eve that he who was thus loved of th~ Lord Jesus,
was one for whom He afterwards "gave Himself," and that the
infinitely wise way in which the Lord dealt with him, was the means
of his becoming acquainted with the sinfulness of his heart, and of his
finally embracing that righteousness ~nd eternal life which is God's
free gift. "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
He would then recognize and heartily avow the truth so clearly
expressed by the Apostle Paul in the words: "The law ent~re4; that
the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did llJ.uch
more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might
grace reign throu;gh righteousness unto ETERNAL LIFE by Jesus Christ
Qur Lord" (Rom. v.. 20)
Christ Church Parsonage,
DUsseldorj.

',

ROBERT J -' NOYES,

B.D~

How weak soever the believer finds himself" and how powerful soever
he perceives his enemy to be, it is all one to him. He hath no more to
do but to put faith on work, and to wait till God works. "Because
of his [that is, the enemy's] strength, I will wait upon Thee," saith he
to the Lord, "for God is my defence."-David Dickson.
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THE EXPLOITS' OF THE WEAK.
THE people that do know their God shall be stronganil do' exploits.
TlJ..e' ~ord" exploits:' suggests David's '\ !nighties'," brea~ing through
Philistine ranks; or Shamgar's slaying the six l,lundred ~en with the
ox-goau; or Samson's ca~rying ~he gates to the top onhe hill. Strong
men they were who did exploits-and some-perhaps all~knew their
God. But it is a great comfort that the word--'-one of promise-is in
Go'd:s ordet. It is not that they are first strong and ·then know their
God." .That might have been the way if the Lord bd delighted in the
strength of the horse, or taken pleasure in the legs of a man. It is
the work of God that His. people know Him, and believe, and those
are exploits in His estimation which show 'forth His Own strength
shining out of weakness. It is rather sweet to refer to the Old
Testament histories of the Hebrew worthies and notice how they ascribe
the power to God. The Zarephath widow, receiving her dead raised
to life' Il:gain,. exhibits first and last that a knowledge of God was her
chiefest concern. .Deborah . was one who subdued kingdoms. She
praised God for the avenging of Israel, acknowleQging that He made
her to have dominion over the mighty. Daniel stopped the mouths
of lions, but not with his own hand. "0 king, live for ever," he said,
"my God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths."
This word was a great help to a dear man of God one time. He
received a threatening letter, a .second following it, from those who,
according to reason, had it in their power to devour at least some of
his substance. He waited upon God; said little to man; answered
neither of the letters, and in a few days the matter was one for praise
only. He had stopped the mouths of lions with a power from on high.
It might be said that Job's wife tortured instead 'of comforting him.
But not accepting the deliverance which she offered,' he obtained in
du'e season--'--even here-a, better resurrection than he had thought or
asked. When' there is much in the lot-as there was in J ob's-which is
hard to flesh and spirit, it is a great mercy to be kept from trying to
work one's own deliverance. It is well worth while waiting for the
better thing providell, and in the end revealed by the God of all comfort,
as He brings His long-buried purposes of grace and peace to light.
.' There was a good woman who commented on the chapter of Hebrew
worthies by saying that she could Claim no such triumphs, except
that she did believe that she had" obtained promises." Many might
like to joiin her in the confession, but when all is perfected and God
lifts .every veil, it will be seen that their knowledge of Him had brought
with it more victories than they had been aware o~.They wandered
in deserts and in mountains truly enough, though not literally; they
quenched the violence of fire, as Christ walked with them in trial, and
temptation; arid were made out of weakness strong to endure or to
labour; while His wisdom, power, and might preciously superseded
~ll that He had given them in nature's stock, and they learned to
" come up" leaning upon the Beloved, in faith, hope, and believing.
"
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"THERE SHALL NOT AN lIOOF BE -LEFT '. BEHIND."
" Our cattle also .sliall' go with us ,- .there shall not an hoof 'be left behind;
for thlfreof mu.st we take to ser"!e the Lord o~r God; and we know not
~l)ith what we must serve the Lord, until we come thither."-ExoDus

x.26. .

.

" Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, a"nd having Qn
the breastplate of righteousness ,- and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above ~ll, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be ~ble to quench all the fiery darts of the wiclCed.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, whic"
is t'4e Word ~f God."-(Read EpH. vi. lO-18.)

No armour is provided for the back. We must never turn back in our
Christian course. We must never turn our back to the foe. We must
never turn our back to ou~ Master. "Let us run with patience th~
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus." There must be no
looking back except in loathing, abomination, and shrinking from the'
sins of the old nature. Only the old nature must be " left behind;" as
far as possible, in the land of Egy:pt-old temptations, old we~knesses,
old employments, old amusements-all these will be "left behind,"
and there is nothing to regret in so leaving them. They belong, to
Egypt. And when we are onCe brought out we shall be led forth.' It,
must be a straightforward, progressive path. "Forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark,'" "looking unto J;esus." Looking
forward, not backward. r wish that our English language cqnveyed
the ,full meaning of Heb. xii. 2. In the original i.t denotes a fixed gaze
-a shielded, telescopic" looking"; that is, a looking so unswervingly
concentrated on the object, that surrounding things.have no power to
distract the gaze. Our gaze should be thus fixed on the Lord Jesus.
It should be so steadfast, ~o rive~ted, so centred, that nothing diverts
our attention from Himself., This is the full signification. of the
expression, "Looking unto Jesus.." If only we could so look constantly
" unto Jesus" that 'we see naught else!
Everything must be brought out of the land of Egypt,- all will be required
and utilized inlife's,conflict. We must come out wholly from the land
of sin and bondage, with everything with which the Lord has endowed
us. All that we are-" loins, breast, feet and head "-our whole body
(Eph. vi.), will be called into serVice, brought into use and needed in
the warfare. All that we have-" flocks and herds" (Exod. x.)-time,
talents, influence, love, money, must be engaged in whole-hearted
battle-" There shall not an hoof be left behind." Verily" we know
not with what we must serve the Lord, until we come thither." That
is, while we are'still in the land of Egypt we can not possibly estimate
the requirements of a brought-out life. But" My people shall bewilling in the day of'Mypower." Thus there must be the coming out
before there can be the entering in. "Thou art wearied with the great-'
nass of thy way" very often, beloved, before you leave the land of
7
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Egypt. But the passage goes o,n (Is:).. lvii, 10, 18), "I have seen his
ways and will heal him; ~ will lead him also and restore comforts unto
him." The Lord has " seen (your) way" in the land of Egypt, and He
'engages to heal, lead, and comfort all who are truly wearied with the
greatness of their oWn way of sin. Remember how lovingly He says,
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
shall indeed say, " What
you rest." When we have really" come"
have I to do any more with idols ~ I have heard Him and observed
Him: I am like a green fir ,tree "-fruitful and healthy because" I have
heard and observed Him.", And the Lord's response is, "From Me
is thy fruit found." Exactl}' what Ephraim had just acknowledged
(Hosea xiv. 8). And in a previous verse (verse 4), Jehovah promises,
" I will heal," " I will love," "I will be as the dew." The beginning
is always with God. He begins by saying of us," I have seen his ways,"
and we end by saying, "I have observed Him." Oh! how restful
when we are wearied with the greatness of our way to recall that the
,Lord seeS our way and will lead us forth by His way. He will lead us
forth bythe right way, out of nature's Egyptian bondage into Grace's
heavenly liberty. "There shall not an hoof be left behind" when He
leads His people forth.
A new year has but recently begun, and a heavy sense of failure, sadness and deprp-ssion is apt to oppress us at this season. We are struggling afresh with sin, with old temptations and with new besetments. A
double solemn lesson, past and future, seems to' come home to us with
unmitigated force. Looking back, we remember that we " shall henceforth return no more 'that way" (Deut. xvii. 16). Looking forward,
we realize that we " have not passed this way heretofore" (Josh. iii. 4) ..
Both these passages may safely' be written large over every day and
over every moment of our lives. Each moment brings opportunities
that will never occur again-thou canst never go back to that unfulfilled
duty and" thou Imowest not what a day may bring forth." Each day
will be a new" way," unpassed, untrodden before. Are we " redeeming
the time because the days are ,evil" ~ Or' are we perchance half
unwilling and fearful to follow where our Master leads ~ Oh, this
should never be! For infinite love has planned every step of the way
for us. Infinite patience is bearing with us. Infinite wisdom will
J;lever lead us wrong. And infinite power is able and willing to keep
and sustain us. It is no use to " kick against the pricks," to resist or
chafe at His leading. For" He led them forth by the right way" and
" there shall not an hoof be left behind." He uses discipline if needs
be, albeit He tells us not to require it (Psa. xxxii. 8, '9).' Therefore,
though the commencement of anew year is a speciallysearcbing time,
yet " the people" who have "found grace in the wilderness" do not
forget the Divine assurance from, a Triune Covenant-keeping God,
"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn th,ee"; "They shall be My people"
(Jer. xxxi. 1-3). They are drawn to Him, but never driven by Him
or from Him. Everlasting love will never suffer the objects of that
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love to fail finally in the wilderness, although they must pass through
it. They" have found grace in the wilderness" because grace found
them, and brought them out of the land of Egypt to bring them into
the land of Canaan. In reality the wilderness is far safer than Egypt,
howbeit it is not as pleasant to the flesh. "The wilderness and the
solitary place" have special blessings and promises attached to them.
"For in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the
desert." "And a highw"ay shall be there and a way "-the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself will accompany His people. "And it shall be called,
The way of holiness," and "the redeemed shall walk there" without
any danger from" ravenous beasts." It is only for" the redeemed,"
the Lord's own. The ungodly shall not" walk there," nor do they
desire to do so. Sinners shall not be found therein, and even" fools"
shall make no errors in this "way of holiness" (Isa. xxxv). Oh,
beloved fellow-Christian, ," the way of the wilderness" is a very safe
" way" as well as a very gg,tisfactory "way," for every ransomed ,
soul shall be brought into the land of promise.
Finally, "there shall not an hoof be left behind" at the last
ingathering of the saints of God. "Of them which Thou gavest Me
have I lost none"; "None of them is lost." So said the Saviour to
His Father concerning His redeeming life-work. Each blood-bought,
Spirit-sealed child of glory and heir of promise shall be surely called out
and safely brought in. "There shall not an hoof be left behind."
Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

"BE PERFECT."
" Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God."-DEUT. xviii. 13.
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father.JVhich is in heaven is
perfect."-MATT. v. 48; 2 COR. xiii. 9, 11.
'
" I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. . . . I will walk' within
my house with a perfect heart."-PsALM ci. 2.
'

How shall we define Christian perfection? How shall we attain to it ?
A perfect Standard, a perfect Example are set before us in the Scriptures, with various commands and promises. With so-called sinless
perfection we have nothing to do. It does not and can not exist up~n
earth. But the perfection which is according to the Word may be
compared ,to the growth of a child as it passes from stage to stage ,until
full maturity is reached. The perfect Christian is of full age (or, perfect) who by reason of use has his senses exercised to discern both good
and evil (Heb. v. 14). All the spiritual powers are fully developed,
and he is active, obedient, watchful, prayerful, in constant labour in
his Master's Vineyard. Let us seek the Holy Spirit's teaching as we
take the Word of God simply as it stands.
"'
1. The Perfect Heart.-At the outset we see that this is the new heart
of the regenerated man (1 John iii. 9; v. 18). The new nature of the
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child of God is perfect, because he is a pati;aker of the Divin!l nature
(2 Pet. i. 4). His heart is upright, or sincere, not wavering, or divided
between God and the world. " Ye cannot serve God and mammon"
(Matt. vi. 24; Jas. i. 6-8, iv. 8). The world, with its riches, pleasures,
and frivolities, is crucified to the upright ma!l aIJ.d he is crucified to it.
" Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, to walk
in His statutes, and to keep His commandments,· as at this day"
(1 Kings viii. 61). "Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for
the end of that man is peace" (Psa. xxxvii. 37). "Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength" (Mark xii. 30).
Promise.-" The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is perfect toward Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9).
11. The Perfect Walk.-As the heart represents the hidden life of the
believer, and is fully known only to the Lord, so the walk figures his
outer life, and it is seen of men. The true follower of Christ walks in
'love, in light, in wisdom; he walks circumspectly (or accurately, as it
might be rendered); he walks worthy of God; he walks in Christ
Jesus (Eph. iv. 1; v. 2, 8,15; Col. i. 10; ii.6; 1 Thess. ii. 12). "Noah
was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with
God" (Gen. vi. 9). "The Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto
him, I am the Almighty God: walk before Me, and be thou perfect '~
(Gen. xvii. 1).
Promise.-" The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day" (Prov. iv. 18).
Ill. Perfect Speech.-" If any man oHend not in word, the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body" (Jas. i. 26; iii. 2).
" Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptabie in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer" (Paa. xix.
14). "Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth: keep the door of my
lips" (Paa. cxli. 3). "Let your speech be alway with grace; seasoned
with salt" (Col. iv. 6). We need grace in speaking to men. We need
it in speaking to the Lord.
Prom¥e.-" The prayer of the upright is His delight" (Prov. xv. 8).
IV. Perfect Understanding.-This can be obtained only from the
prayerful study of God's Word. " In underlltanding be men" [margin,
perfe<;:t, or of a ripe age] (1 Cor. xiv. 20). "Be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. v. 17). ." That ye may
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God" (Col. iv. 12). "The
Lord give thee understanding in all things" (2 Tim. ii. 7). "But grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ"
(2 Pet. iii. 18).
Promise.-" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee" (Isa. xxvi. 3).
V.. Perfect Patience.-" But let patience have her perfect work, that
ye may be perfeet and entire, wanting nothing " (Jas. i. 4). "Blessed
is the man that endureth temptation"; "We count them happy which
1
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endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job" (Jas. i: 12;' v.' 11).
" Tribulation worketh patience" (Rom.' v. 3).,
'
.', ' ,
"'
Promise.-" The Lord will perfect that whicli'concerneth me" (Psa.
cxxxviii. 8).
' '
,
VI. Perfect ,in Love and Good Works.-" And above all these things
put on'charity, which is the borrd of perfectness" (Col. iii. 14). "Whos<;J
keepetnHis Word, in him verily is t,he love of God perfected" (1 John
ii. 5). ' "If 'We love one another; God dwelleth,in us, and His .love is
perfected in us"; "Herein is our love made perfect, that we rp.aY have'
boldness in the day o~ judgment ,: because as lIe is, so are we in this
world; There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth o;ut fear;
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in
love" (1 John iv. 12, 17,18).
'
The believer who is meet for the Master's use is prepared unto every
good work, ready to every good work, ready to do whatsoever the Lord
shall appoint, filled with the fruits of righteousness, coming behind in
no gift (I Cor. i. 7, 8; PhiL i. 9-11; 2 Tim. ii. 21; Titus iii. 1). "Perfecting holiness in the fear of God "(2 Cor. vii. 1). "Let us go on unto
perfection" (Heb. vi. 1). "The God of peace . . . maJre you perfect
in every good work to do His will, working in, you ,that which is
wellpleasing in His sight" {Heb. xiii. 20, 21)." The God of all grace
. . . after that ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablishl
strengthen, settle you" (2 Pet. v. W). There is a sad contrast in Rev,
iii. 2: "I have not found thy works perfect before God." "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God ',' . that the man of God II!-ll,yb'e
perfect, throughly furnished [or perfected, see margin] unto all good
works" (2 Tim. iii. 16,17).
VII. Presented Perfect.-Again and again, as we group these passages
together, we must feelingly realize that we all fall very far short of i;he
standard. We can truly echo the Apostle's words in Phil. iiL 12-15 :
" Not as though I had alreadyatt~ined, either were already perfect."
And the heart turns with deep longing to that day when every child, of
God will be set free from sin, and fully and entirely sanctified. .spotless
and, blameless, entire and complete, the whole Church of Christ shall'
then be presented perfect. by her Beloved with exceeding joy, "'.I:hat
He might present it to Himself a glorious' church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing: but that' it should be holy and without
blemish" (Eph. v. 27; Col. i. 28). "Now unto Him That is able to
keep you frorp. falling, and to ,present you faultless before the presence
of His glory· with exceeding joy, to th,e only wise God our Saviour oe
glory and majesty,'dominion and power, both now'and ever. Amen"
(Jude 24). "Without fault before, the throne of God" (Rev. xiv. 5). '
" The marriage of the Lamb is come, and His. wife hath made herself
ready" (Rev. xix. 7). "Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot
,in thee" (Song of Sol. iv. 7).
Eltham, S.E
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HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETa
SELECTIONS FROM "THE LORD'S PRAYER," BY THE LATE
REV. ADOLPH SAPHIR, D.D.

I

PRAYER.
" WE are to pray l!olways, and it may be helpful and salutary for us t9
view prayer not exclusively as a privilege, but also as a duty. He
who prays merely from a sense of duty can not have tasted yet that
the Lord is gracious. Yet it is good to bear in mind that when we
n~glect prayer, we not merely forego a privilege, but neglect a duty
and commit sin. How strange is it that we avail ourselves so rarely
of the inestimable right of drawing near unto the Most High! This
convinces us more than anything else of the worldliness and hardness
of our hearts..' But God in His Word demands that we should take,
as it were, also a lower and sterner view of the neglect of prayer; for
He rebukes His people severely for not seeking Him diligently, and
calling upon Him in earnest and persevering prayer. He who gives
up regularity in prayer deprives himself of the emblem and safeguard
of submission and obedience to God. The bowing of the knee before
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is both the symbol and
nourishment of the spirit of filial obedience, of the surrender of our
will, and the dedication of our energies to God. We should therefore
view prayer not merely as an enjoyment, but as a sacrifice in which we
present ourselves to God, ~ a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable UIito]
Him, ' which is our reasonable service' (Rom. xii.)."
LIFE.
" Life does not always run on smoothly; its course is not uniform.
Sometimes we are elated by success, sometimes depressed and desponding; seasons of affliction and conflict alternate with times of peace
and mirthfulness. There are dark days of storm, and bright days of
sunshine. As J ames expresses it, at times we are afflicted, at times
merry. Now prayer ought never to be interrupted by these seasons
of excitement, whether it be the excitement of grief or joy. Is any
man afflicted, let him pray. Is any merry, let him sing psalms. All
Our emotions are to issue in worship, and for a threefold reason. For
this very purpose are they sent us, to rouse us to more fervent praise
and Illore earnest supplication. In these special seasons God is :very
near us, and His purpose is to intensify our gratitude and love, to
increase our faith and courage, to test and purify our submission and
hope. The second reason is, because in all these emotions and excitements there is a danger of error and of sin, there is a disturbance of
Our spiritual health; prayer is the only safeguard and remedy. Mirth
which if:' not moderated and hallowed by praise, will soon deprive us
of that true joy which alone is secure; sorrow which is not relieved
by humble and submissive prayer for consolation and help, will soon
'embitter or overwhelm the soul. And thirdly, all these experiences,
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whether joyous or grievous, are sent that afterwards'they may yield,
the peaceable fruits of righteousness; and this important purpose,
which contains germs for eternity, is only fulfilled in them that are'
, exercised' by these dealings of God, or, in other words, that seek the
Divine influence and training by prayer."
BREAD.

li

"Many receive from God their daily bread, who do not seek the'
pardon of their daily sins. But we know that the very gifts of God,'
health and wealth, are no' blessings to us, unless we receive also His
pardoning grace. The gifts. of God, bestowed by Him so generously
and bountifully, even on those who thank Him not, only increase the
debt of gratitude and love, of obedience and service, and will thus
finally be discovered as increasing our guilt and the burden of ,our
punishment. But, blessed be God, He is not merely a Giver, but So
Forgiver. He gives us most when He forgives us. David expresses
the experience of all believers when he places the pardon of sin as the
very first of the gifts of God. In the l03rd Psalm he commences the
enumeration of Divine blessings by saying, i Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities.' This gift includes all others. Sin prevents the true
blessings of heaven coming into our lives and souls; we are blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ; we have the
assurance that God will not withhold from us anything that is for OUI'
good. And thus we may say that the daily bread for the soul is daily
forgiveness. This is our daily bread-that we see Jesus our crucified
Redeemer, our Righteollsness in heaven; that we behold the fountain
open for sin and uncleanness. As the Saviour Himself explains it:
'I am the bread of life. I am the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever:
and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the
life of the world.' "
SAINTS.

", As heaven is our home, all heavenly things and all the inhabitants
of heaven are near and dear unto us. We think of the saints who are
asleep in Jesus. For when we come to Mount Zion and to the heaven~y
.T erusalem, we are also come to the spirits of just men made perfect.
We know little as to where and how they exist; but we know they
rest in Jesus; they are with Him in a more blessed and peaceful way
than even a favoured Apostle like Paul was on earth. Their thoughts
are thoughts of adoration and love; they, with us, are waiting for
the coming of the Lord, when He shall be glorified in; His saints, an~
admired in them that believe."
.
ANGELS.

" Loving God and Jesus Christ, they rejoice over the repenting sinner,
they minister to the heirs of salvation; they protect us in danger often
unseen a"nd unknown; they carry the soul into Abraham's bosom';
they accompany Christ at His second advent, when He will be glorified
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ID His saints. Then theysliall 'separate the wheat from the cha.ff, a~d'
doubtless be' the agents in the great changes which shall"take place iI\the world. And after we have attained to the resurrection of the just;.
'the Saviour reveals to
that we shall be like unto the angels.. Thus
God's Word reveals hea:ven, not as a distant place, seplJ>rated and,
'" "isolated fnlm us" but near and in constant communion with earth;, we
behold clearly what Jacobsaw·in a dream,. As the angels obey, so
on, earth God's will is tQ ,be done. The obedience of angels is in humility
'and in ,perfect submllision.· They obey because God commands.
'rhus ought we to accustom and train our hearts toreverential obedience.
',' The a,ngels obey Gog. because they see His' face continually. Their
: ol}edienceis implicit, but not blind. God's authority is perfect to
,,~ight 'and love. Thus ought our obedienoe to be in knowledge and
me;ditation; work is prayer acting, The obedience of the angels
ds very,varied a,nd comprehensive. Some wateh over little children;
's,Ol;ne take 'charge of.,believers in danger; some seem to nave assigned
, to their care mighty empires, and the various elements of' the
,,,"odd, But t4eir motive is always love to God, their object is God's
klqry."Thus may we I:\erve the, Lord in our daily duties, in our more
common occupations, in every ministry of charity, in the convert
g~tion of social life. The angels behold the glory of God in Christ.
JI). lIimthey see the manifestation as well as the central object of the
"F;:t.ther's purpose. As they took the mOi:!t profound interest in the
"IS'a'\7iour's life OR earth, so,they ,are now waiting for the marriage of the
,,!iamb., Thus' ought we in all our obedience to remember Christ,
the Centre, the Alpha and Omega,. in Whom we are loved, and in
Whom we are to be raised unto everlasting blessedness."
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PRAISE.
\,,' " Praise' is the language of the soul in communion with God. The
spirit of man, vitalized, by the Holy Ghost, stands on his high watch",, tower, and rejoicing in God the Saviour, calls upon the soul to magnify
!the Lord, and upon all that is within to bless His holy Name. All our
~houghtsof God, all meditllotion On His ch,aracter and work, all new
;(!~'I!discoveries ~n His Word, lead. to praise. T~us .we fhld in, .the Epistles
of, :Paul, tp,at the contemplatIOn of deep and hIgh mysterIes filled the
'. 'so;Ul of the Apostle with, adoration, and out of the abundance of his
,I .?eart thel.lttel'ance of ,prallie burst forth in such ,,:"mds as these:
'Who
,1s,ovel! all, God blessed for ever. Oh, the depth of the, riches both of
)he wsdQm and knowledge of God! How unsearchaOle are His
.: judgments, and His '\Yays past tin,ding ~)Ut., For of Him, and through
, Him, and to 'Him, are all things.' ' We may regard praise as the
culm.inating point of prayer. The Apostle exhorts us to connect
thanksgiving wit~ prayer and supplication. And after we have poured
out our heart before God, and ,brought before Him our desires, conl,fes~ing our' wants,we can not but praise Him, not for His gifts only,
. ,but for what He is in Himself. Prayer'is crowned in praise. Prayer
finds it,S Sabbath in praise. The Book of fsalms conc1udeswith
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hymns of pra~se" and when the p:r:ayers of God,'s, beloved ,children ~re
!:lnded, the never-ending song of praise will commence. '.' For what is
it that we seek 'by prayer, excepy the renewed'as8urancl'l that the
Lord is pur God; and finding again that He is ,good, and tpat His
mercy endureth for ever, we rest iri peaceful joy, extolling His g~eat'
and holy Name. The saints in heaven and the angels are represented
in the l,lrowning Book of Scripture as continually ascribing prail:\e to
the Father and ,to the Lamb."
[Since wrIting these extracts, I find that this precious book is still
listed by the Publishers in their new catalogue. It is a very valuable
series of lectures by one who was indeed a " master in Israel.~" (J.
Nisbet & Co., Ltd., Berners Street, London.3s. 6d.).~R. E. B~]
BALAAM.
As Israel of old were separated by God from all other nation,S
of the earth to be a peculiar people un~ol Himself, and !"E\re promised
the Angel of His Presence to keep them in the way, and to bring them
unto the place which He had prepared for them, so the same eternal
and unchangeable J ehovah hath pledged Himself t<;>·, all, His elect in
Christ Jesus under the dispensation of -the everlasting Gospel to do
the same for them. He has promised to keep t~em in His fear 'and
faith all th:r:oughtheir time wilderness journey, until they, receive at
His blessed and gracious hand the end of their ,faith, even th~ salv:ation
of their souls. "Being confident of this very thing, that He Which
hath begun a goqd work in you, will perform it until the 9.ay of Jes1,ls
Christ.",
, I
"
.
Upon J ehovah the Son hath the Father laid the help of this people,
and ,so, in His love and in His pity He redeemed them, and bar~
them and carri~d them all the days of old; pledging Himself to be an
enemy unto,their enemies, and an adversary unto their adversaries;
saving them by His, substitutionary death from the wrath to come;
delivering them fr,om this, present evil world,. out of every snar~ and
work of Satan, to' His own heavenly kingdom and immediate presence,
with exceeding joy.
And so it comes to pass th~t there is no digging deep on the part of
devil or man to hide their adverse counsels, their sch~mes, plots, or,
plans, from the Angel of His Presence, for He encompasseth His people
and delivereth them. He is a wall of fire round, about them, and a
glory in the, midst of them. ,And He will so make manifest His
sovereignty and power in His leadings and dealings with ~hem, ,as to
Qonstrain Balaam, an adversary, to state in the ears of another
adversary, Balak, that there is no enchantment against Jacob, not
any divination against Israel, thOugh even at the very time both
Balaam ,and Balak' were doing their utmost against them.
The Angel of His Presence is the Keeper of His Israel, and of ,the
remnant according to the electio~ of grace,to the end of time..
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"Behold," says the Psa1mist, "He 'That keepeth Israel snaIl neither
slumber nor sleep." So, if Balak is early in the field as the adversary
of God's people, it is only to find that God is befote him, and that to
bring his heathen counsel to naught, and in a most glorious way to
establish the truth of His salvation.
When there was a needs be, with what footsteps of majesty and
, power did He make manifest that J udah was His sanctuary and Israel
His dominion, bringing His creatures into subservience to show forth
:the goings of ,our God and King, causing the dumb ass to speak with
.
man's voice, to rebuke Balaam and forbid his "madness."
Madness indeed, for any to curse whom Godhath blessed. Blindn~ss indeed, for any to engage in such an enterprise. We read of
Elymas, the sorcerer, that he withstood Paul, and sought to turn away
the deputy from the faith; a type he of many a Balaam of these last
days (Jude 11). And what a character is given to all such (Acts xiii.
10), and what a judgment from God (v. 11), even judicial blindness of
. mind and hardness of heart-a far more dreadful evil than physical
blindness. Moreover, what spiritual blindness are thousands in England
involved in to-day, who are gone astray in this same error of Balaam
of' old, even to curse the people of the blessing, the people called to
inherit a ,blessing, and who are justified before God in the alone
righteousness of Christ imputed by God unto them. Now, the seven
thunders of Rev. x. 3, 4, that uttered their voices, were (according to
the late Bishop Ellicott) the decrees of the Council of Trent, promulgated
in opposition to the doctrines of the blessed Reformation, which curse
all who live and die in the faith ot justification through Christ's
righteousness imputed. And as this error of Rome is repugnant to the
Word of God and the testimony of the everlasting' Gospel, and is
therefore, as the" curse causeless," of no effect, the voice from heaven
forbade the holy Apostle to take any notice of the curses and to make
no account of them. "Seal up those things which the seven thunders
uttered, and write them not."
As it was a marvellous display of the sovereignty of Jehovah to put
such a testimony to the truth of discriminating graceinto the mouth
of a man who" loved the wages of unrighteousness "-Balaam-so was
it no less admirable to precede that display by putting words into the
mouth of the ass. God first opened the eyes of the ass, and then,
as there was occasion for it, the mouth. So He first opened Balaam's
blind eyes and then his mouth, as he aclmowledges (Num. xxiii. 20).
It was as easy for God to put the word first into the mouth of the
obedient creature, the ass, the word of truth as it concerned relationship
and ownership and the matters appertaining thereto, as it was for
Rim to put the truth of His time relationship to His literal Israel
and of His everlasting relationship and all the glorious matters resulting
-therefrom to His spiritual Israel, into the mouth of a man. In these
things are seen some of His goings of old.'
" All creation must give place
To the subjects of 'His grace."
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It was truly a wonder of God's sovereignty and power to' open the
mouth of Balaam's ass. But was it not a greater wonder for God to
put into the mouth of an enemy and adversary the words which he
had to utter concerning the salvation and blessedness of God's people,
in which blessedness he had no part ~ It is such things that give the
stamp of Divinity to the Scriptures of Truth, and commend them to all
who fear God as being His own Word. Moses rehearsed the event, and,
later, Joshua, both having the mind of the Spirit concerning it. "An
Ammonite or Moabite. shall not enter into the congregation of the
Lord; even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the
congregation of the Lord for ever: . . . because they hired a.gainst
thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee.
Nevertheless the Lord thy God would not hearken unto Balaam,; but
the Lord thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee,because
the Lord thy God loved thee." "Then Balak the son of Zippor, king
of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam
the son of Beor to curse you: but I would not hearken unto Balaam ;
therefore' he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.?'
Of the same event Nehemiah reminded the people, namely, that
Moab " hired Balaam against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing." And how many a
curse (apparently), to them that are His, has He turned into a 'blessing,
since ~ When David, hearing Shimei curse him, meekly lifted up his
eyes to heaven, saying, "Let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden him,'~
he added, " It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and
that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day." And so
the Lord did. And to-day" Let them curse, but bless Thou."
" Himself shall be thy helping Friend, '
Thy good Physician, and thy Nurse;
To make thy bed shall condescend, '
And from th' affliction take the "curse."
The presence of Jesus turned the devouring flame of the Babylonian
furnace into a time and place of blessing. He made the wrath of
man to praise Him. Mr. Romaine says: "The presence of dear
Jesus be with my' dear friend-that presence which turns darkness
into light, sin into righteousness, misery into heaven. What can you
want if He be with you ~ He has such a miraculous virtue, that He
can turn your weakness into strength, your mourning into joy, your
death into life; so that there is not in you any evil effect of sin, but
His almighty grace can make it work under Him, for His glory,· and
for your good."
,
Three times Balaam's ass saved him from the sword, but Balaam
was blind to his danger; and to the creature's expostulation-" What
have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times ~"!
-he answered, "I' would there were a sword in mine hand, for now
would I kill thee." Unto the sword the Lord appointed him after he
had filled up the measure of his iniquity in seeking to destroy God'8
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Tsra!lI.. We conclude with the. words of Micah: "0 My people,
r~mertlber now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Ba.Iaam
the son of, Beor ll-nswered him [Num. xxiii. 21], from Shittim u~to
·Gilgal; that' ye may know the righteousness of ·the Lord."
Birkenhead.
'G~ A.
ELIJAH AND ELISHA.

·"I. And
.

~t came to pass, when they were gone. over,' that Elijah said u,nto
Ehsha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from
thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit
be upon me:' And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto
ii. 9,10.
thee; but if not, it ,shall not be so."-2 KINGS
.\

I

IN the' beginning of this chapter, the special purpose of the Lord is
shoW1l to be to take up Elijah into heaven. He was not going to die
· the common death of all men; but the Lord was going to make a new
thing, or rather to repeat a new thing, for it was the second case of the
kind in thehistClfy of the world. And Elijah knew it; apparently it
,pad been revealed to him by the word of the Lord; and Elisha knew
it, and. the sons qf the prophets knew it, an,d their minds were full of it
as they ca;rne,fdrth at Beth-el and Jericho to question EIisha concernir,J.git.
,: No similar instance of Divine interposition in the ordinary process
,of life and death had occurred since the days of Enoch, more than two
;thousand years before, when " Enoch walked with God: and he was
not; for God took him " (Gen. v. 24). No similar instance would
,'occur again until a greater than Elijah should have finished the work
" which His Father had given Him to do, and should in like manner be , '~.;.
,t.!';'
"taken up. into heaven," not in the stormy whirlwind, but in tHe ,irTj
" ' peapeful cloud; not in His case without passing first of all th!ough 1:J.,:;J,i1
, the gates ?f death" and the darkness of the grave; because He would
",have the righteous, demands of the law to satisfy, as well as to fulfil
'1\ ,1;he types and predictions of the prophets.
.
Those of us Whose names are on the breastplate of our great High
Priest. Who has passed into the heavens-and that means engraven
in the heart of our Covenant-keeping God-look back, just as the
f t , early disciples did,to the "day when He was taken up," as a landmark
'. in Scripture history: just as we look forward to t1;le other landmark
::/Iin, Scripture prophecy yet to be accomplished, when He shal} come
'agai~,and we shall be taken up into His immediate presence, and so be
I'" for ,ever with the Lord."
" 'I"~ Thus we see that the great spi~itual truth taught us in this wonderful '
chapter is that everything in our Christian' life and experience that
brings light, and joy, and blessing to our souls, depends upon our
":participation in the resurrection and ascension of' the Lord Jesus
· Christ. "If thou see, me when I am taken from thee," said Elijah, "it
I
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shall be so unto thee ,,' (v. 10). "While tn'ey beheld, He was taken up ,;
(Acts i. 9). "While He blessed them, He was parted from them, and
carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy" (Luke xxiv. 51, 52). The" living hope"
of the" inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away" is ours; only ,~~ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead" (1 Pet. i. 3); and it is the possession, by the abundant mercy
of God, of that hope, which alone enables us to " hope to the end [that
is, perfectly] for the grace that is to be brought unto [us] at the
revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. i. 13). " If, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be sayed by His life" (Rom. v. 10), that is, by,
sharing in His risen life. ,Sheltered in His blood, and clothed in His
righteousness in the sight of God, the ambition of Paul may lawfully
be the ambition of every humble believer-" To know Him, and the
power af His resurrection" (Phil. iii. 10). Remembering ever His
dying love, when He gave Himself as the sinless substitute for our
sin-stricken souls, we fix our eyes by faith upon Him in His resurrection
glory at the right hand of God; and we rejoice in knowing that it is
in His triumphant victory over the tomb, in His ascension majesty;
in His prevailing intercession on the throne of grace, that " all power
is given unto Him in heaven and in earth." There is the fountain of
our spiritual strength; . there is the source of all our spiritual joy;
there is the secret of any success that may attend our testimony and
service.
Now, this chapter leads us up in a very significant and beautiful way
to the recognition of these glorious truths. Elijah is the master:
Elisha is the servant (1 Kings xix. 21). Elisha had been minister to
Elijah for eight or ten years previous to the events here recorded;
and as it is in the case of many true servants, his work was hidden
from man, and known only to God. He was f' content to fill a little
space, if God be glorified." But now the master lays his hand upon
him for higher service and greater works than he had yet performed:
The name Elijah signifieaMy God is Jekovah; the name Elisha signifies
My God is salvation. The power which resides in the master becomes
the means of salv!lotion through the ministry of the servant. The
power' that resides in the glorified Son of God, by the communication
of the Holy Spirit through the Woid becomes the means of salvation
to everyone that believeth. "We have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of
us" (2 Cor. iv. 7).
So Elijah, the master, lays hold upon Elisha, the servant, and in
order to test his fitness for hifl great life-work, takes him on a journey.
And this journey is designed to illustrate the various aspects in our
spiritual life and experience which test the reality of our Christianity,
and show us whether our feet have been effectually set upon the Rock
of our salvation, and our goings established upon resurrection ground.
We notice there are three stages in this journey. ' It began at Gilgal;
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it ended on the other side of Jordan: Gilgal to Beth-el, Beth-,el to
Jericho, Jericho to Jordan. In every stage of this journey there is a
Divine purpose, and every place has a spiritual significance.
V GILGAL. "Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal" (v. 1). That
was the starting-point of the journey. And Gilgal represents, for us,
the crucifixion of Christ. Every journey to resurrection, glory starts
from the foot of Calvary's cross. If we turn to Joshua v. 9, we find
the origin of the name Gilgal. "The Lord said unto Joshua,' This
day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore
the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day." Egypt was the
house of bondage, and though the Israelites had, been redeemed once
for all out of Egypt under the blood of the passover lamb, they had
been wanderers in the wilderness for forty years because of rebellion
and sin; and God began afresh with them as a nation: the sign of
the renewed Covenant was a renewal of the rite of circumcision, which
had lapsed through their disobedience; and they kept their first
passover in the promised land at GilgaL The" reproach of Egypt"
was the slavery of Pharaoh: ' the reproach of being bond-servants of
a heathen taskmaster while they had Abraham, the friend of God, for
their father. And this reproach was rolled for ever away at Gilgal. '
Such is the starting-place of the heavenly journey: such is the
signiflcance of the place in a flpiritual sense for us, if we have been truly
redeemed from the bondage of sin. The place where the old life ends,
and the ne,w ,life begins; the place where we cease to serve sin and
Satan, and become the bond-servants of the living God; the place
wh.ere the burden of sin is rolled for ever away by the mercy of God,
and the redeemed soul-the renewed creature in Christ Jesus-is' able
by grace to feed for the first time upon the" old corn" of the land of
blessing-the riches of everlasting life-in the country of everlasting
liberty and light.
It is from this spiritual Gilgal that the start heavenwards must ever
be made. The reproach of sin has been rolled away once for all by
the one perfect Offering on'Calyary's tree. He was made to be sin in
the stead of us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. v. 21).
" Because the sinless Saviour died,
My, sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied,
To look on Him, and pardon me."
What a beautiful illustration of the true nature of this start from
the spiritual Gilgal we get in Bunyan's allegory of the" Three Shining
Ones" who came to Christian in the way as he stood gazing ill awe
and wonder upon the cross, and weeping for joy as his burden rolled
into the sepulchre. The Rev. RobertMaguire has said: " Well is the
sepulchre placed hard by the cross. In the crucified Jesus the debt
is cancelled, and the bond is nailed to the accursed tree. 'He took it
out of the way, nailing it to His cross' (Col. ii. 14)., The Three Shining
Ones bring the evidences of acquittal. Clearly they represent the
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work of the Triune God....,..-Father/Son, and Holy Ghost-all engaged
in the liberation 6f the believing, soul,from the bon~age of sin and
death." And again: " They all saluted the Pilgrim with op.e commo~
Balutation"-:" PeMe be to thee.' Here the Three, are One. Then each
of the glorious Three has a personal and peculiar office to fulfil, and
BOme special gift to bestow. The First says, ,~ Thy sins be torgiven
thee.' ,This is God the Father, to Whom belong pardon and forgivenessi
The Second '~tripped him at his rags, and clothed him with change at
raiment.' This is God the ,Son. He takes away the rags of our own
righteousness, aI).d clothes us with the new robe of His own righteousness
-the righteousness from heaven. It is an exchange-not the putting
of Christ's righteousness ov~r our filthy rags, but the gift of Christ's
righteou!?nessinstead at our filthy rags. The Third' set ,a mark upon
his forehead, and gave him a roll with a seal upon it.' This is the Holy
Spirit" Who imprints th,e ma;rk of Ownership, the token that we are of.
God. ,He gives the roll of the parchment-the law written on, our
hearts-;-'-upon which the Pilgrim is to look, and out of which he is to
read, and thence to take comfort, admonition, and instruction, and to
present it by and by at the gate of the Celestial City. 'l,'he seal is ' the
seal at the Spirit,' to certify th~ credential, and authen1icate its
message."
Such is the gracious provision of the Divine Trinity for the pardoned
and justified believer's start from the spiritual Gilgal, on his journey to
the heavenly Jerusalem.
,
'
n. BETH-EL., "They went down to Beth-el'? (v. 2). Elijah's
object in starting from Gilgal was t!=l go to Beth-el in obedience to the
word, of, the Lord: "The Lord hath sent me to Beth-el." And if, by
grac~, we have entered upon the heavenly journey at Gilgal with our
Divine Master, His purpose is to take us straight away to Beth-et<
When He had overcOme the sharpness of death, He opened the kingdom
of heaven to all believers. Beth-elrepresents an open heaven, and the
perpetual presence at 'a Oovenant-keeping God.
,
We find the origin of the name in Genesis xxviii. 19. Jacob was on
his way to ,J'adan-aram in search of a wife, and coming to a certain
place .called Ll,lz, he tarried there all night because the sun was set, and
under the open canopy of hel'wen l~id himself down to sleep. And in
adrea,m he saw a ladder stret.ching up from earth to heaven, and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon it. ,At the top of the
ladde~,stood the Lord of the Covenant with His mouth full of gracious
promises, and His hands ~ull, of blessing~ for His redeemed, servant,
who, in ,all his helplessness and need lay at the foot of the lad<ier..A,nd
when ,Ja60b awaked out of his sleep " he said, Surely, the Lord is in
this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid,> and said; How
dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven., And he called the name of that place Beth-el "
(vv. 16, 17, 19). But his faith was not suffi.cient to grasp thefilllness
of the blessings that the Lord brought him. God had said to J acob"I a11l-w:ith thee: I will keep thee" (v.ol5). .Jacob said, " If God will
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be with me, and will keep me " (v. 20). And so when he lifted up his
feet to pursue his journey, the fresh resolution with which he set onwards
seems to have been made in some measure in his own strength, instead
of in entire dependence upon the promised presence and providence
of God. .
, 'I
How like this is to many of .us on this stage of our spiritual journily
between Gilgal and Be1(h-el. We are one with our Divine Master:
in Him we have once for all died unto sin: we have followed Him
from the spiritual Gilgal; and we have come to Beth-el, the house
c;>f God. But faith does not yet lay hold of the actual abiding presence
of God, and of the gracious provision that has been made for our
heavenly journey; and the manner in which God dealt with Jacob is
strikingly typical of the way in which in a spiritual sense He has to
deal with us.
Beth-el, the house of God-the place where God is-was not intended
to be a place ~f fear and dread, but a place of joy and blessedness. The
God of the Covenant was ready. not only to assist His redeemed child
in his earthly pilgrimage, but to carry him all along the way in perfect
safety and perfect peace. But J acob had not yet learned how to
surrender himself to his Divine Master in the full confidence with which
Elisha surrendered himself to Elijah; and so there had to be a fresh
revelation to J acob: the blessedness of Beth-el (the house of God)
could n~t be appreciated until he had been to Peni-el (the fau, or
presence of God). Here it was he came into absolute solitude with
God: here it was that his own strength was put out of joint, and he had
to confess himself as the poor weak worm, "Jacob,"~the deceitful,
designing supplanter, "Jacob"; -the broken-down and humbled
seeker after the Name of the Divine Wrestler Who had brought him at
last into the sphere of blessing. Here it was that the crooked J acob
was buried, and from his grave there arose the Israel-the prince who
had power with God, and who should therefore prevail with men.
Here it was t4at he was able to testify, " I have seen God fau to face."
And God" blessed him there" (Gen. xxxii. 24-29).
What a different place Beth-el became to J acob after this! When
God said (Gen. xxxv. 1), " Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there,"
he immediately obeyed the summons, putting away all hindrances;
and built an altar there at the bidding of the Lord, and called the place "
" El-beth-el "; not only the house of God, but the God of the house of
God, the place where the Lord revealed unto him not only His presence,
but His Name-that is, Himself. There the promises were renewed;
the change of name was confirmed; and God' and Jacob held familiar
intercourse (vv. 7, 9-14).
AIl this is beautifully expressive of the Beth-el stage in our Christian
experience, and of the Lord's gracious dealings in bringing us to the
full enjoyment of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. There is no way to Beth-el for us, in a spiritual sense, except
by the way of Gilgal; and the full blessedness of Beth-el can be .experienced only after we have met the Divine Wrestler at Peni-el, and been
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truly humbled before the mighty presence of the all-sufficient'God.
Peni-el is nowhere else spoken of in the Scriptures: and ,the correlation
of the two places in the history of J acob naturally suggests, that in the
spiritual application of the circumstances the one experience is the
complement of the other. .
.
There is no way into God's presence except by the cross 9f Calvary :
there can be no sense of forgiveness of sin until we have been' cleansed
in the blood of the Lamb. ThJ Sa:viour· Who" bare our sins in His
own body on the tree " is the holy, harmless, undefiled "High Priest
Who is passed into the heavens," and Who" now appeareth in the
presence of God for us " ; and through Him alone we have" acceSs by
one Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 18). But we can not have the
abidin,g presence and companionship of the Master, there can be no
real power with God and with men, until our own self-sufficiency has
been put "out of join~" by the touch of the living Christ, and we
realize that 'in all the vicissitudes of our pilgrimage, in all spheres of
labour or testimony to which His voice may call us and His hand may
lead us, His grace alone is sufficient for us, and His strength is made
perfect in weakness (2 Cor. xii. 9).
(To be continued.)
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL,M., 'VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM'.
(Continued from page 1$3.)
ON Christmas Eve, 1876, we left Port Said at 12 midnight, by the
Khedive's steamboat, up the $uez Canal, for Ismailia.H was a very
. small and particula,rly uncomfortable, boat, and our party more than
crammed it with the two or three other passengers. It called to mind
the" Black Hole" at Calcutta, though certainly not so bad. Most of
the party crammed into the hot cabin. 1 and a few others remained
on deck for some time. The deck was flat, and only a little ,strip o~
iron wire round tlle outside kept us from falling into the ·deep waters.
The night was dark, but a few stars shone out brightly; wrapped in a
greatcoat, I lay on my back oIY the narrow deck, looking at the stars,
and commending dear ones at home and my beloved congregation to
the grace and benediction of· our heavenly Father., It was a curious
way of spending Christmas Eve, and I thought how differently it was
passed at home. At length the cold night air drove me into the cabin,
where I got a few winks of sleep. We journeyed in this way for six
hours, and reached Ismailia ,before break of day. It was still dark
and starlight, a.nd by some little mishap one of our dragomans lost his.
luggage amidst the piles we had betweep. us. ' I was very sorry for the
poor fellow. It contained his little" all," together with his certificates
and credentials; however, after a few days he 'got it back safely;, and
r must Ij.dd it was most creditable to our Conductor, Mr. H. Crunden,
8

td&?v",

Gospel Magazine

114

that with all the hea{>sof luggage he-had to take care of (including
. several large and heavy baskets of oranges from Jaffa which our party
had purchased), yet the whole was cll-refully preserved, much to his
credit and skill.
The' Suez Canal is indeed a most wonderful undertaking; a few
. facts and figures may enable my readers to form some general idea
of its great importance, and of the enormous difficulties overcome
through ,the persevering energy of LeaSeps.
The Suez Canal was commenced in April, 1859. The length of it is
, 100 miles, 25 feet deep; 72 feet wide at the base, and from 190 to 328
feet wide at water-line. The cost has been about £17,000,000 up to
the time ot its opening in November, 1869.
The number of vessels passing through it up to the year 1873 was
3,516 ships, of which number 2,409 were English. The general receipts
for 1873 were £993,245, and the .expenses of every kind £693,844.
The supposed expense for keeping it in a navigable state amounted to
£144,000 a -year.
.
The following table will show the distance 'saved in going through
the Suez Canal :-

~~~:~~!l~~~~~!;=:!Y.~~t~

t n:\~~~al

From St. Petersburg to Bombay, 4840,
F"om Marseilles to Bombay. 5940

d
save.

. Hence the great advantages of this great canal for trading with the
East, especially to our IndiaI). empire; and the steadily increasing use
of the caD-al by large English ships shows it is beginning to be
appreciated.
Ancient canals at different epochs have been attempted between
. the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. According to Aristotle, Strabo,
and Pliny, it would appear that Rameses n. first conceived and carried
put the idea of a water' communication between the two seas; later
on Pharaoh Necho n. about 610 B.C. is also said to have made an
attempt, and Darius, 520 B.C., continued the effort. The emperor
Hadrian or Adrian, A.D. 138,. is supposed to have had something to
do with it. But all these were on a small scale,. as fresh-water canals,
and did not extend the whole distance. The second caliph, the founder
of Bagdad, is said to have closed this canal; after which it became
neglected and choked with sand. In more modern times .Napoleon
Buonaparte examined the traces of the old canal himself, and ordered
a survey of the isthmus of Suez ;. 'but upon the report of a difference
of 30 .teet between the 'Red Sea at high w;l.ter and. the Medit.erranean
at 10w, the project had to be considerably modified. Nothing was
done till A.D. 184:6, when a mixed commissiCJn, including Stephenson,
was appointed.. They exploded the old error respecting the difference
of .level, but nothing was undertaken. The next movement was in
1855, under the superintendence of M. de Lesseps, who eventually
succeeded in carrying it through all its· immense difficulties and
opposition, and lived to see it triumphantly opened in..1869..
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Upon landing at Ismailia we found a fine large av.enue of something
like acacia trees bearing pods like the IQcust tree, together ",ith almost
every variety of other beautiful tree~. After breakfast we "walk~d
through' Ismailia, to M. Lesseps: house, and on to the 'waterworks,
passing on'e of the Khedive's palaces, with its broken panes of glass
betokening carel~ssness and non-residence.
About n a.m. we started by train for Cairo; but aflthe Khedive
was about to hold a grand levee for the reception of rank and officers,
we found it quite difficult to secure first-class carriages. There was a,
great rush to seize them. It was rather amusing to see one carriage
with its locked doors, tenanted by two portly Turks, and luggag~ as
big as themselves barricading the seats. Englishmen, however, are
not so easily daunted, and after various efforts we succeeded in getting
the door opened and, some three or four of our party, compelling
Turkoes to make room, by turning their luggMe on to their own seat
amidst no little sutprise and dismay. The train shortly wheeled off
passing through the desert of Goshen and vast plains of sand. on either
side, walls of sand. Then in the distance the horizon, smothered with
sand, appeared like a mist or fog of sand; here and there, near the
stations, mud huts form the dwellings.
Sand, sand, sand, for miles and miles, as far, yea farther than the
eye can see! But this is African Egypt, and who can wonded But
now the pleasant part! A great change is seen all round. The tram
(with its Birmingham-made carriages) is now whirling through fertile
lands; streams of water for irrigation, groves of palm trees looking so
beautiful, sugar canes and cotton plantations abound. The buffalo,
the camel, and the ass are all at work, and cotton bales piled up here
and there.
How difficult yet how interestihg to remember this is Christmas Day,
and to think of all the happy serYices in our churches, and the family
gatherings around. The heart delights to remember them all in prayer;
and to picture some of their holy and happy occupations. What a
novelty to be here on such a day, in the land of the Pharaohs!
We reached the great and I;l.ncient city of Cairo in the dusk of the
evening, delighted to find our" CaHph Howard" at tbe·station to meet,
us with carriages, and conduct us to our hotel. The city, even at that
time of day, presented a marvellous appearance'; we had seen non~
like it- since leaYing Europe. The fine old houses, the well-lighted
streets and shops, the antique appearance all around, the bustle of
commerce and passers by, the novel character of everything around,
the signs of wealth and spirited business, the eastern: costume in its
full bloom, and all the peculiarities of a ~bief Egyptian city!
We were conducted to the" Hotel du Nil," where we found every;thing very comfortable. All' our. rqoms were on the ground floor,
surrounding a fine large open court filled with orange and lemon trees,
and laid out as a very pretty garden; an excellent Christmas dinner
was prepared for us, and' a large party" numbering some fifty or sixty
people, from different quarters, sat down to partake of .it. But still
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better fare; awaited me, in the shape of welcome letters from home;
and, in case they should not reach me in time, a telegram was also
sent, .with "Love and Christmas greetings.-Psalm cxxi." I can
scarcely describe the joy conveyed by such a message, on such a day, in
such a land as this. from dear ones at home! The difficulty of getting
letters, and the delay in many parts, especially in travelling over the
mountains of Jud::ea, Samaria, and Galilee, where no postal communication exists, only served to enhance their value when we reached more
habitable regions~ and got within the radius of our great postal powers.
, You may be sure the relief afforded by good news from home served
to make sleep the more ready and the more welcome, after such a
journey and such a day.
_
CAIRO, Dec. 26th, 1876.-Breakfasted at 7, started. 8.30. Carriages
were ordered, but. none to be had. The Khedive's grand reception
bespoke them all, so we had the satisfaction and fun of mounting all
our party upon donkeys, and rare ones they were in more senses than
one; beautiful to look at, and richly caparisoned, and called, as
·their owners supposed, after the most taking English names. Their
drivers followed hard at a run, ,and caused the donkeys to go at a
,'Wonderful pace, with some little scene every now and then, as they
managed to throw.their riders, lj.nd in some instances lie down with
them, in the midst of the streets; yet all took it in good part, and
seemed highly delighted. It felt so novel for our large party to be
riding through the wonderful and narrow streets of Cairo on donkeys,
getting where carriages could scarcely have gone, and hastening along
to the great citadel and mosque of Mehemet Ali, while great crowds
were gathering here and there, for it was a grand holiday.
The view from the lofty citadel· was grand and imposing. From
·these walls we. caught the first sight of the three great pyramids of
'Gheeza; and as we looked over the palaces, and mosques, and city,
.and the Nile, there stood in solemn grandeur, towering above all else,
the mysterious erections of bygone centuries, probably from three to
four thousaIld years ago. The vastness of the city, as it lies stretched
below, surprises everyone. It looks a perfe.ct wilderness of flat roofs,
cupolas, minarets, and palm tops, groups of people, and moving camels.
The aqueduct is a striking feature, running off for miles. The city
of tombs was beautiful and. wonderful, its fawn-colour domes rising
against the somewhat darker sand of the desert; the Jiver gleaming
and winding ·fJ;om the south to the north, with its green strips of
cultivation along its banks, delighting the eye amidst the yellow sand.
Even to the west the pyramiq.s looked their full height and their full
distance, which can not be said when viewed from below. The platform
of the Great Pyramid is here seen to be a considerable hill of itself, and
the fields and causeways intervening between it and the river lie as in
a map, indicating the true distance and elevation of these mighty
'monuments.. The Libyan hills, dreary as possible, close in the view
.behind them.
(To be continued.)
.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO TH:m ARMY AND NAVY ~
To the EdiWT of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR .8IR,-'--When the Lord ,Jesus asked of ,Peter that, tender
! question, " Lovest thou Me ~ " and received the answer, "Yea, Lord,
Thou ¥:nowest that I love Thee," He charged Peter in proof of his,
declared love to "Feed My lambs "--:" Feed My sheep." And it, is
so with us whose lot is cast in these times of apostasy and declension
from the Truth of God, to verify our love to, our Lord Jesus Christ by
being thoughtful of the sheep and the lambs of His flock, and to see
that they are fed with the Truth which" shall make them free." , And
it is so that ,am~ngst the seamen and in the army are to be found" the
poor of ~he flock," as Zechariah calls them, who are waiting and
hungering for the Word of the Lord. These men call for our sympathy
and prayer and help in giving them the Word of God" and I am
privileged to plead for them once again, that we may show, our love
to our Lord by remembering His people in the Army and Navy. FoI'
long months those words of Zacharias in Luke's, Gospel have kept
with me: "To give knowledge of ,salvation unto His people," and I
think they may fitly describe the work of the Book Mission to Soldiers
',
and Sailors.
In the year we have just commenced there is much need to press,
forward in circulating the Gospel, and we do so resting more t,han
ever upon the faithful God Who is our support and ,refuge. I am
very grateful to Mrs. Nicholson for the kind gift of twelve copies of
the" Clifton Conference Jubilee' Report," and to a friend at E,edfield,
Bristol, for 2s. for the work.
I have just received the following letter from a serjeant-major~
thanking me for an assortment of magazines and pamphlets, w1:).ich
will encourage our helpers. "Dear Brother, Thanks very much for
your kindness in sending me such a fine assortment of Scriptural
reading. It came to me at a time when 1 most appreciate,d it, having
been'laid aside in the hospital, so enjoyed the reading imDlensely.
Praise the Lord; although never having seen one another, we botJ;i:
belong to the royal family of heaven, and being sons of God and jointheirs with Christ, how blest we ar,e. I am thankful to say I am ,out
of hospital now, but not nearly right yet, as it is rather a slow progress; ,
but the Lord is good, and all will be well in His own ,time, .so !tm'just
simply trusting, moment by moment. May God blessyollr daily work,
that you may be instrumental in bringing many souls to Christ. I
must close now, mth Christian love., Mal. iii. 16.",
;
So we labour on, seeking to spread the good news of the KingdoII;1
while the Lord tarrieth. Who will come to our help in this new year
of need ~
Yours sincerely, ,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRInEll.,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Jan., 1914.
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l,BrotuHa,ut llhacon.
.. A . LECTURE
,

IN

THE CHURCH IN THE CArACOMBS .
DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S.' A. WALKER, M.A.,
ST. 'MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Concluded from page 61.)

ON the other hand, you have here the clearest and most decided
, testimony against many of the doctrines of the Church of Rome. You
have, for example, the strongest testimony ,against' the celibacy of the
clergy, for many of the tablets are those of priests and deacons of the
Church, and the wives, sons, and daughters of these ministers, evidently
showing th~t celibacy wa~ not practised in the early days of Christianity,
but that ministers had their wives and children like other men. There
is similar evidence ag~inst other Romish doctrines which we are told
were held from the Apostles' time. I have said there is no reference
to purgatory, or any other invention of man, but abundant reference to
the Word of God, and its teaching-especially regarding the hopes
and prospects of the departed., That the resurrection was a favourite
doctrine is shown by these tablets. Remember, first of all, these
tlloblets were placed over the dead, over the Christian dead, the believing
dead, and then you see at once, when you come to look at them and
eXil-mine the inscriptions on them" that the people over whom they
were plac.ed were persons who died in hope and faith and in the
assurance of union with Christ; , you will see also .that the persons
Who inscribed on those tablets the names of the departed expressed
their own feelings concerning them, and their conviction that there is
no hope for the living or the dead but in the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ
9ccupies the first place in them all. The common expression on those
tablets is that such a person sleeps' in' Christ; or,more simple still,
"In Christ"-just that blessed fact, either expressed in words, or
indicated by a symbol. Many of the'tablets contain symbols that
'represent the faith of the departed, ,and some of them have symbols
that represent the trade of the person who was interred,. For example,
on some you see a shoe rudely drawn, representing the trade of a
shoemaker; on others you discover a tub, representing the trade of a
cooper, 'and so on; but more especially and generally the metaphors
or symbols relate to the Christian, faith' of the departed. A very
~ommon symbol in connection with this fact is a fish. You will ask
what connection there is between a fish and Christ 1 That was well
uiiderstood in the early days, and I believe the pope to this day wears
a ring upon which there is a fish represented. And why 1 It Was for
a long time doubtful why a fish was used as an emblem of Christian
faith-that is, what analogy there could be between a fish and faith
in Christ. It was found at last that the Greek word which signifies
fif!h has five letters, which may be used as the initials of five words
representing a Christian doctrine. The Greek word for a fish is lxtJur;
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which, YQU s~e,' is composed ·of. five letters; ,a.n,d each, ofth,ese is ~he
first letter pf a word which goes to express .with others a.Scripturl;! fact,
conn~ctedwith the office of the L.orp, .Jesus Christ. The first letter
stands for," Jesus ;~' the second fot "Christt which means
"Anoipted;" the third fltands fqr "of God; ,; the fourth for:" the
Son;" and the fifth for" the Saviour,,; ". thus we ha,ve the whole
sentence, which. means 'HJesus 'Christ of God the Son, the Saviour."
We find that symbol very often upon these"tablets; and so you see in
that simple, way these people expressed.their. faith-they represented'
thus figuratively, but not the less decidedly, that they believed in the
Lord' Jesus Ch~ist"the Son of God, as their Saviour. Nothing can b~
more ,clearly expressed than· their trust in Jesus· only for. salvation;
that was simply the whole substance. of their faith" that il\ what they
believed .in; they lived in that faith, and they died in it.
But they did not confine themselves to that; on other tombs they
used the emblem/.of a crown to represent the crown of gloI'Y that they
anticipated enjoying .. through their faith in Jesus. ' Not infrequently
we find it was a· dove. representing the Holy Spirit, That came down
upon the Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes an an,chori.s traced on, the
stone; and we all know that the faith,ofthe believer, is, said to be " an
anchor of the srml, both sure and stedfast., a.nd whichentereth into
that within the veil " (Heb. vi. \19). Sometimes it is a palm branch,
representing the victory of the believer in the Lord Jesus Chrie,t.
Very commonly we read the word pax, which signifies" peace." 'That
word is of frequent occurrence. showing that the, people who died ther~'
died in peace, because they died in Jesus.. Sometimes you will fi,nd a .
monogram, composed of. letters' that fin some way represent ..Jesus;
arranged .somewhat in the form of a cross, representing our Lord J,csus
Christ in ,the midst, of the cross. And sometimes the monogram has
simply the alpha; the first letter, and the omega, the last letter, of the
Greek alphabet ; signifying that the, Lord J eSllS Christ is the l;>eginning
and the ending, as He says Himself. " I am Alpha anq Om~ga, the first
ahdthe last," or, ~'the beginning: am,d'the end" (Rev. i. 11. xxi. 6).
They plainly showed by these' emble~s that in their last moments
they felt the Lord Jesus Christ to be their A.ll and in all ; that in lIim
we have all we' need; that lIewa.s b~fore all things; that by Him all
things are ordered; that according tqlIim everything was, arranged
and .regulated ,in this world; and especially with reference to the great
work vf salvation, 'that it all began with Christ, it all continued and
ended in Christ; that in lIim we see the great object; the glory of God
through Christ : therefore if we contemplate Jesus as the Father',B
supply for His. people, we see in JEm all our necessities provided for
in time and eternity, and that we need no other provider, whatever b~
the cha.r~cter of our need. He became, thI;ough Divine grace, the' All
anQ. in all to His Covenant people, 'and they do not want to go in'thil!
directi9n ·er tha,t, to inquire here or, there, or to be indebtl'd to any
creature for such things ai'1 the,y need, seeing that it pleased the Father
that in Him a.ll fullness should dwell. .God,. Who is rich in mercy, 1aa
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provided in Him a supply for the wants of poor sinners such as we are.
that every attempt made to supply any want of the sinner,
independently of the Lord Jesus Christ, is a direct, insult to God.
So that the more I see of the way in which' people st,rive to act
independently of the Lord J eSl1S Christ, the more I see Satan at
work, and his policv in operation.
.
.
In contrast to such attempts to be independent of Jesus, we see in
those early ll.ges of Christianity what a confident belief the simpleminded Christians had in the blessed Redeemer. What an evidence
it is of the trUth of His religion. How is the infidel to get over it ?
Some of these tablets are as old as the first century. ,There are no
dates upon them; but instead of dates there are given the names of
the consuls, o~ persons in authority, who ruled in Rome; and as the
times when those consuls lived and ruled at Rome are known (for
there are complete catalogues of them, with the dates of their rule),
it is very easy to refer to these consuls, with the dates of their government, to discover the dates of the tablets. It is thus found that the
epitaphs began to be written in the first century of the Christian era,
and therefore some of the· persons whom they commemorate must
have then begun to occupy the catacombs; that they lived, died, and
were buried there, and suu'essive parties of Christians continued to
take refuge there down to the third and even to the fourth century.
It was not until the fourth century that the terrible persecutions of
the' Christians ceased, when the Emperor Constantine ascended the
~hrone of the Western Empire. He was a professing believer in the
Lord Jesus, and as soon as he succeeded to the throne the persecutions
ceased. He at once patronised the Christians, and in that he really
did them more injury than good, because he did it very unscripturally
and injudiciously. He made himself a soit of slave to the bishops and
other persons in authority in the Church. He elevated them above
what Christ e~er intended they should be; and so awakened and
fostered that carnal pride, self-sufficiency, and ambition, so natural
to man in .every relation, which afterwards carried the clergy, to such
extravagant lengths of pride and presumption, and out of which grew
what we call popery. It is not too much to say that the pope, and
popery, with all its intolerable pretensions and' all the blasphemous
assumptions 'of priestcraft which has held the world in bondage so
~anyhundreds of years, all have grown out of t,hat patronage, that
policy of the first Christian emperor, under the mistaken idea that he
could not show his love and gratitude to God in a way more agreeable
than by enriching, elevating, and heaping honours and distinctions
upon the bishops and others holding spiritual offices in the Christian
Church.
'Dp to that time there had been a 'series of persecutions, one after
another. Of the severest of these there have been reckoned tenten terrible persecution!!, 'accompanied with torture and death in their
most fearful forms, by which the Roman emperors thought they
would utterly abolish the Christian name, and root out the Christian
80
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cause from the earth; but instead of ,that God was found to be wiser'
and stronger than men, and wherever the greatest persecution was
carried on, there were made the most successful effdrts in the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Christianity flourished in spite of
everything dpne tO'repress 01,' destroy it, and God found a place of
refuge Jor His persecuted and afflicted people in these catacombs.
There were thousands of them concealed for a long series of years,
and, as I said, there they lived and died. The three thousand tablets
still existing constitute only a small number of the original ones; it is
computed, as I have said, that there were at least seventy thousand of
them 'at one time in the catacombs, but they were scattered abroad
as soon as the catacombs were discovered. Of course, they became
objects of interest and curiosity, and people who had free access to
the catacombs carried them away, from time to time, until there were
only the number I have mentioned left, and these were secured and
placed in the Vatican, where they are now under the guardianship of
the pope.
Now remember that what we learn from these epitaphs is the true
character of Christianity in the primitive Church. You know that
both Roman Catholics, and Ritualists, and other parties who have
departed from the simplicity of the faith in Christ, are very fond of
appealing to prhnitive Christianity. Well, I wish they would appeal
to the Christianity that we have so clearly and so fully proclaimed by
these stones. If they would only just say to themselves, What did
the earliest Christians profess; what did they think of the Lord
Jesus Christ; what did they. think .of His work of salvation;
what did they ,think of the extent of His work and the SUfficiency
of His work; and what did those persecuted Christians believe
when they were. about to die, of the efficacy of the work of the
Lord Jesus Christ; what did they think, as dying persons, of the
provision which God had made to give sinners hdpe of living for ever 1
Would not that be "putting the matter to a verJ simple test 1 Would
not that help them to find out what was the sort of Christianity that
existed immediately after our Lord's departure, after the preaching
of the Apostles; to find out what it was in faith and practice; what it
~as in profession; what it was in hope; what it was as shown in the
lives of Christians; what it was as manifested in their death 1 Could
we have a more simple or satisfactory testimony than is afforded by
tho"te tablets that are now to be seen and read in' the Vatican 1 . I
often wonder that they have not been more referred to.
I often wonder these Vatican tablets have not been more brought
.forward as evidence of the true character of primitive Christianity.
Whilst you and I have the Bible before ,us, we like to know how
the earliest Christians interpreted it, what lessons of wisdom they'
deduced from it, what hope they indulged in, and how they felt towards
the Saviour, their interest in Him, and what kind of hope they ha~ in
Him when they came to die. There is one favourite emblem, I.should
mention,found on these tablets which, to my mind, settles the question

.n

122,

"

Th~

Gospel iMagazine

of/the hope oft'hese Christians'indeath. It js"that of .Tonahth~
" prophet, which, ybu know, our Lord uS,ed to illustrate the doctrine of
;ais resurrection fro,m the dea~.'On these tablets there are sllveral
representations of Jonah, evidently with reference to his-being swa'llowed
by a fish, after being cast out from the, ship in 'which he was fleeing
to Tarsus frolIl the preSence of the Lord. We have the Ship, and his
, deliverance from the sea, and from the jaws ,of the fish. 'There is net
, dbilbt that in .that, way. tb,e primitive Christians sought to represent
their faith in the resurrection., ' Y011 remember that when our Lord
" Jesus,Christ was asked for a sign from heaven, He told the people that
, no sign sho~ld be given them but ,the sign of the prophet J onah; and
it is worthy of seriousremllirk that whenever our Lord was asked for
a 'sign He always referred to the resurr,ection in some way ()r other.
Acs regards the case of Jonah, r tnink welIlay admit that we should
never hllive supposed, unJ:ess Qur Lord had given us the clue to it, that
the, resurrection, was exemplified by J onah; but when we come to
Jook: at it, ~e find it very atJpropriate, and at the same time avety
suggestive representation of the resurrection hope ,that you and I
eh-joy in the Lord Jesus.
,
",
Just consider;, for a moI'hent, ,the case of J onah. He was fleeing
from the performance of what God commanded, and as he fled in a
ves~el, the vessel was visited by a great storm, and was in danger.
He, however,. ,wa's asleep, unconscious at the time d the danger, and
,careles& about it. The sailors, heathen men, were very much affrighted
,at 'th~ storm. Apprehending the loss of th,eir liyes, they 'cried to their
,'gods, and felt surprised J onah could sleep under the circumstances.
They awoke him, and then proceeded to inquire, aCCOl!ding to the
ideas and habits of those days, who was the cause of the tempest that
~'
exposed them to such danger. TOla\,certain it, they cast lots; and
the lot fell on Jonah. And J onah was required t6 give an account
of himself. T'hereupon he told his story honestly-that he was flying
from the fllice of God, and that it was his presence in the vessel that
" was causing the danger., Then they said, "What shall we do unto
thee? " ',And he replied, ," ,Take me up and cast me forth into the,
sea";, that is;' ", You lIlust get rid of me, otherwise you .will continue
in peril ,an,d may be lost" So, after great i,reluctance; and every
exerti~n to llivoid such an extreme proceeding, they did cast him into
the, sea, and there came a calm immediately. But God had prepared
a fish to swallow J onah, and he was borne away., 'There was this, you
see, in the case that God would have us study-the safety of that
v6sseldepended on the death of an individual. The safety of all in
that vessel depended on it. Jfhere ,must be a sacrifice. That sacrifice
must be made ,by the parties there. ,The mariners laid their hands on
J<mah, and devoted him to death; and his death, as they supposed,
W!!,8, to be ,the, means of their safety.
But then he was not to die-he
wasn~t to fin,ish his earthly career. He was cast into the sea in
representation of death; , but God had pIOviderr a way of safety for
" him, ,so; ",that ", his resurrection should, as, it were, be accomplished:
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therefore, after three days, Jonah was cast out ,~rom the fish upon'
the land.
Cpuld there be a more vivid delineation of the leading truths pf the
Gospel of Jesus Christ ~ That Gospel informs us that sin entered into
the world, and that the sentence of death -was passed on all men on
account of that sin, and that to save sinners from the execution of
that sentence there must be a man found to expiate that sin,' to satisfy
the justice of God. to pay the penalty incurred. and by the I:!acrifice,
of himself to deliver .those who were exposed to death and the
judgment they had deserved. The Lord Jesus Christ offered Himself for
it. He 1V9.S taken up and cast into the <>cean of God's wrath. Upder
that wrath He suffered and died; but death could not hold :e:im, fo'!;
Re had paid its penalty. His resurrection is therefore provided for,
and after three days He rises again and lives, and then the work that
He undertook was accomplished. So that there is now eternal salvation for those who are interested in His death and resurrection, and
who, without His sacrifice, must have perished. It. shows the faith
of the early Christians, does it not, that they employed that emblem
upon those tablets which covered the bodies of their dead who die~ in
the Lord, and whose resurrection in Him they fully expected ~
I have thus given you, dear friends, a sketch of the Ohurch in the
Catacombs. I call it the Church in the Catacombs because wherever
God's peo'[>le are assembled there is the Church, God's believing people.
I have already told you, dear friends, what constitutes ,His Church:
His. Church does not consist of sect or party, nothing of the kind.
God's Church consists of the saints, and there are no parties entitled to
be members of God's Church but those who belong to the Lord J esUB
Christ, thoBe redeemed by His blood, those imbued with His Spirit,
those clothed, with His righteousness,. those washed in His blood, and
who are accepted ..in Him' See how beautifully that is represented op,
the tablets. One of the mpst frequent inscriptions is this-" In
Christ," so sweetly representing the faith of those believers. Now
that must be our state, dear friends, when we come to die, if we are
to be children of the resurrection. If we go down in Christ we come
up in Christ; but if we g<;> down out of Christ, there is no power in the
wide universe that can relieve us from the condemnation, ot, c<ming
up out of Christ. If we are out of Christ, we are out f6r ever. What
you and I want, is to be in, Christ. What a blessed glorious fact will
it be to have recorded on our tombs and sepulchres, the stones that
cover our remains, that simple Iact--" In Christ." ." He or she sleeps
in Christ"; or," in peace"; that is, in peace with God through the
blood of Christ. May, God enable, each of us to ask ourselves the
question, Could these two words, "In Christ," .be truthfully, engraven
on our tombstones ~.' It is not the question whether we have done th~l?,
or that. It is, Have we a living and dying interest in the Lord Jesus
Christ ~ Do we live to Him, and shall we sleep in Him ~ I confess that
often in passing through cemeteries and churchyards I have been
disgusted at the language of praise and adulation used to the departed,
i
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giving glowing descriptions of their yirtues and so forth. What is all
, that to th~m and to us? It gives UE! no lesson of wisdom, and it is not
satisfactory as regards'them. What we want to know as regards ourflelves is, What relation have we to Jesus the Saviour? He is the
only ground'of the" siimer's confidence; there is no Saviour but Hini~
He is the resurrection, there is no resurrection out of Him; He is the
life:'and there is no life out of Jesus. And when the Holy Spirit
spealts to us of things 'belonging to our peace, He speaks to us only
con«erning Jesus. ,; He takes of the things of Christ, and shows them
to us.
Y ouse~, dear friends, how the Holy Ghost spoke to those humble
,Cprist,iansvvho lived and died eighteen hundred years ago, who counted
not pheir lives dear unto the1)1,. but went and hi,d in dens and caves of
the earth rather thau forsake Christ. They forsook relatives, friends,
trade, everythIng, to go and' bury themselves beneath the earth,
contented to live with Jesus; knowing and feeling assured that if they
.4ied with Him it would be in the assurance of a glorious resurrection
to eternal life, through the flame bleSsed Lord and Saviour, Jesus.
9hl1~st. May God the Holy Ghost lead us to think of this. Here we
Ar~I)1et together as living men and women, but you and I know that
~~ flure as those tablet'! now in t.he Vatican covered men and women
wkj lived and died centuries ago, so it shall be with us. We shall die,
tqq, and our remains shall go into the earth just the same; the same
~lnd of stones will probably cover' our dust, and we shall lie in the
W~b. Then one day there will be the great resurrection; Jesus will
~~me, His voice will be heard,' the teeming '.thousands and millions of
. ~!lad men and women will come forth, some to the resurrection of life,
~nd some, to the resurrection of damnation. Oh, it is an awful thought!
Men and women living and labouring to make life merry, to secure
~njoymeht in this fallen world in a variety of ways, so ,as to pass over
, the time'of their sojourn here as rapidly as they can, to get rid of
all that makes, life serious and solemn! But, my dear friends, we
must die; you and I must occupy the grave, you and I must go down
to the dust, and not only that, but we must come up again, and we
must stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
, I pray God that you, my dear friends, mltY take this to heart, that
you may think'of it seriously. Young men and young women, do not
.consider yourselves independent of this. It is coming to you as
certainly as it is coming to us older men and women. Be assured that
death is appointed unto all men, and after that the judgment. May
God's Holy Spirit speak ,to us to-night, and commend to us that faith
which is exemplified in the history of those humble believers, that we
may ask ourselves if it shall be said of us, as of t4em, "He, or she, sleeps
'in Christ." . May God grant it, for His blessed Name's sake. Amen.
" ACQUAINTANCE with God keeps us from the power of temptation..[ohn'Foster.
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AGEp PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCiE~Y.
THE old folk in the Society's' Homes have. been remembered' bi
Christian friends during the past season. ,Christm!JoS dinners' were
provided and teas were given, the Lady Vi~itors doing all in their power
to make the gatherings home~like. The opportunities th,us afiqrdEid
for Christian testimony are vahled by many.
" . '.
'
No fe:wer than 1574 Life Pensioners, in all parts of the kingdqm, are"
receiving upwardS of £11,500 per annum. Of this num:ber: 190 d'YeIl
in the seven Homes, to which visitors will be heartily welcomed. The
pensions, as far as possible, are distributed by Christian friends, so
that a regular system of personal visitation by honorary almoners is
carried out. A large increase in the Society's income is urgently needed"
and annual subscriptions and donations will be thankfully received.
The Secretary has visited several places recently, in the interests of
the Institution, with encouraging results.
,,
"An old disciple," was th'e beautiful designation of Mnason of
Cyprus., ," Separated unto the Gospel of God," his discipleship had
involved arduous conflict, and with the burden and heat of the day
over and the evening shadows lengthening, he was bringing forth,'
I' fruit in old age," and was honoured by being the host of'the Apostle
Paul: True aged pilgrims such as he are those for whose help the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was institnted; sinners saved by grace,
taught, by the Holy Ghost,' and whose religion therefore wears well:
The sunshine of youth and middle age have departed, healthariq
energy, are failing, and the necessaries of life they find hard to obtain,
yet they come" up from the wilderness, leaning upon" their Beloved;
and each can say on reviewing life's chequered pathway :"I have wrestled on towards heaven,
'Gainst storm and wind and tide;
.Now, like a weary traveller,
That leaneth on his guide,
Amid the shades of evening,
When sinks life's 'lingering sand,
I hail the glory dawning
From Immanuel's Land."
., With its history of 107 years; the 8Qcietyhas a r~~ord which'!ll~Y
well mspire pra,ise to our faithful, Coven,apt-keeping God. It OWeS it$
origin, not to the great and influential, out to a few young people who,
after seeking Divine guidance, founded the Institution upon the basis
on which it remains and for the objects it continues to have in vle~;
Three pensioners were placed on the books during the first year ; in
183,0 the number had risen to U8, and in 1882 to 1001. Not a,Jew,
eminent ministers of the Gospel pleaded the cause of the Society
voice and pen, among them being Joseph Irons, J. C. Philpot, F~ W,
Kru;mIflacher, Dr. Doudney, and Dr. Hewlett.,
,
Men talk of ven~rable ruins, admire old castles, and treei:l which for
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, ' centuries bave borne winter's winds l and they gaze with delight upon
"some crumbling tower adorned;· with its green"and beautiful robe of
ivy. But with what veneration' and love are our" kindred' in Christ"
to be' regarded! 'Long have. they been toilip.g along the rugged road
of life, and many dwell in the shadowy hom~e of pain, but all alike have
been '" kept" all the 'Yay. Their needs do not decrease, for many of
tlle Ch,urches with which they are associated, especially in country
districts, are unable ~o assist them to the extent they once did, hence
t1ie necessity forthislnstitution, cheering the hearts and brightening
the hOples of so many..
',

1,8 a~~~ng 1Ehcnt~f
--'--

.

A MONTHLY RECOE,D.

,

has' loomed l~rgeboth' in the, reljgious and,
secular press' puring the last few weeks;, J3riefly stated, this controverilY ~a8 arisen as the result of '~ A Cop-ference of 'East Afriqan Missionaries, that met at Kikuyu in J, un'e last to discuss the question of a
possibl~ Federation between the 9.ifferent mission/lory bodies wo*ing
,in Bri~ish,East A£rica."That COJ;lference was"attended by,members
'of the phurch of England, ,and m~mbers of the Presbyterian, Methodist,
arid 'other Protestant Churches. It concluded with an administration
of the L~rd's Supper. The service was held in the Presbyterian Church
at Kikuyu, , a Presbyterian minister preached the sermon, and the'
Bishop of ~ombasa administered the Lord's Supper, using the Church
of England ,service. All the deJegates received the elements of bread
and ,wine from the Bishop's hands.
'

" ',I'HE1/ KikuyuCohtrov,ersy

",;.

'1£

',!

The administration' of the Lord'il Supper to Nonoonformists has'
'roused the wrath of the Sacerdotal Bishop of Zanzibar. He has accordingly written an Open Lette,r,to the ,Bishop of St. Albans, in which he ,
charges the Bi,shops of MOInbasa i' and Uganda (both of whom were
present at the Conference) with" here!'lY in their teaching of the meaning and value of Episcopacy." He desires that his charge be heard
~nd: judged by the Archbishop of Canterbury and his comprov:incial
'Bishops, and he is expected in England shortly to bring the matter
before the Archbj~op.
, <
.'

I

"

"

'the Open Le~ter df the, Bishop of Zanzibar has led to a vigorous conin the Times arid other leadirig papers., The Bishop of Durham
Wrote: "If, the English' Church comes to pronounce' authoritatively
,·Iluch a~tiori Heretical, a new epoch of vital, or mortal, import will enter
,her history. It will beoflicially avowed, for the first time, that we
, , 'have no part nor lot with non-episcopal Churches.•.'. If the Bishops
~roversy'
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of Uganda and Mombasa are arraiined for heJ;esy for their share of
responsibility for I;l programme which lthink to be true to the.mind of
our Master and full of promise for His work, I for one would willingly,
if it may be, take my place beside them."

Bishbp Tucker, who was Bishop of Uganda for twenty-one years,
says, "I am committed to the princ.iples for which Kikuyu stands.....
In these circumstances I can only say that if any blame attaches to
Bishop Willis in these matters, I must share it. If he is a heretic, so
am 1. If he is a schismatic, so am 1. If he is to be sent to the stake,
I am prepared to go with him."
Lord Kinnaird boldly says, " The sacerdotal party in the Church of
England, who have hindered the cause of true union by mediooval views
of church organization, have challenged us through the Bishop of
Zanzibar. Let us ~ake up that challenge, and show that British Christianity prefers the simple and loving teaching of J eSUB Christ, to the
conceptions of an ecclesiasticism based upon the discredited assertions
of apostolical succession and Anglican exclusiveness."

--

,-

,Sir Robert Edgcumbe, having described the English church at
Zanzibar as one which ·he mistook for a Roman Catholic ('hurch because
'af the vestments worn by the clergy, and the use of incense at the
service, says, "It is the Bishop of this church of Zanzibar who now
accuses two other Bishops of heresy, because they join in Communion
with the ministers of non-episcopal Churches."

The sacerdot.alists, led by the Bishop of Oxford and ot4ers, are, of
course, tllking the side of the Bishop of Zanzibar. We earnestly hope
that this controversy may lead, weak-kneed Evangelicals to adopt a
mote uncompromising attitude towards Ritualists, and to cease that
hankering after co-operation with the Romanisers in the' Church of
England which is a marked characteristic of the times.
As we go to press we learn that at the Annual Islington Clerical
Meeting an additional meeting outside the Conference programme was
arranged, at which a resolution of sympathy with the Bishops of.
Mombasa and Uganda was passed. Moreover, when the chairman of
the Conference proper spoke of the large-hearted, and, 1,0 his mind,
most proper action of the Bishops of Mombasa and .Uganda, there
was a "remarkable burst of applause" from -most of the thousand
clergy who were present.
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"BUNHILL FIELDS." By ALFRED W. LIGHT. WITH CHART OF THE
GROUND, AND MANY ILLUSTRATIONS. (London: C. J. FARNCOMBE
& SONS, Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, KC.) 1913.
" Write, Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from henceforth:
yea, saith the Spirit. that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them." , Such are, the sacred w<'rds that fall upon the
ear of the contemplative visitant of " God's acre" in the heart of busy
and giddy London. But who besides lays the question to heart 1
Perhaps, one in 50,000 1 Of ONE on high the ear is open-always!
Blessed are the dead, He graciously replies; and blessed indeed are
they! The resting-places of the redeemed of Jehovah are to Him
very precious, and the hallowed dust is most near geyond all gold
and rubies! The Author of this fragrant memorial volume tells us
that here are buried some 120,000 persons. "Many of these, he records,
died in poverty and distress, semI.' even within prison walls, whilst had
they been willing to comply with the regulations, and to accept blindly
the teachings of such Bishops as Laud, many would have occupied
positions of National distinction." The Lord knoweth them that are
His, and when He appears in His glory to "write up His precious
people," the names of His dear elect saints, we believe a goodly multitude will greet Him from Bunhill Fields to swell the triumphs of' His
ever blessed Name.. Among the celebrated poor and afflicted children
of the Lord who now" rest in their beds" at Finsbury, awaiting the
eall of the Bridegroom, and a glorious resurrection to welcome Him,
will le John Bunyan' the grace-converted tinker, who penned, the
imperishable" Pilgrim's ,Progress."
,
EPHESIAN STUnIES. By H. C. G. MOULE, D.D., Bishop of Durha~.
2s. net. (London: HODDER & STOUGHTON, Warwick Square.)
A NEW 8nd cheap edition of this valuable book is now publi~hed. The
Epistle to the Ephesians, one of the gems of Paul's writings, is opened
up by the Bishop in a most helpful manner, ,the paraphrase being
specially illuminating. The learning and the deep spirituality of the
comments will rejoice the hearts of those who love the deep things of
God. Many a quiet hour spent in the company of this book will
enrich the heart and sanctify the mind. ' We give this new edition a
brief but hearty welcome.
IN the midst of war the Lord can ke.ep a man as safe as in the time
of peace, and in extreme perils preserve him from danger. He that
depends upon God in the time of trouble, albeit he had an host against
him, yet hath he more with him when God is with him than can be
against him.-David Dickson.
'

