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No. XX.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-1 CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
WITH much prayer for a continuance of the Divine blessing on
selections from this work, we resume our observations therefrom
on the second of the three epochs marking J EHOVAH'S sentence of
doom upon the Tempter, namely, The CONFIRMATION at the close
of the temptation of the "SECOND MAN," of the Divine sentence
passed at the close of the temptation of the " first man."
"The experience of 'the Man CHRIST JESUS' was one of sustained conflict with the Prince of Darkness from the manger
to the cross. And as the hour drew on when the dread sentence
on the serpent must have its awful confirmation, the forces of hell
seemed to rally round their chief with intensity of purpose and
maliciousness of attack against ' the Seed of the woman.'
" This fact may be illustrated by two typical instances, the one
5
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as showing that evil men, the other that gracious men, were used
by the devil as media of attack on his destined Conqueror.
" As the close of CHRIST'S public ministry drew nigh, the enmity
which the devil had fostered in the minds of the rulers of the Jewish
nation rapidly headed itself up in a purpose of murder. The Passover was close at hand, and no public executions took place during
any of the three great feasts. This diabolical plot was therefore
precipitated by the chief priests; the more so, probably, as, at
the last Passover, 'many of the people' who heard His teaching
believed on JEsus. The apprehension that many more might at
this Passover acknowledge His Messiahship doubtless was very
considerable in the minds of Satan's willing serfs. They therefore
'sought [Greek, diligently inquired] how they might kill Him;
for they feared the people' (Luke xxii. 2). The people-the
co=on people-heard JESUS gladly, and Satan's cause was daily
becoming more and more jeopardized. Hence this infernal wrath.
Moreover, Satan's eye would now be steadfastly fixed on that portion
of the prophetic sentence which spoke of his bruising the heel of
the promised Seed. How could he best prosecute this act of
malignity? He would look for his choicest instruments in the
very ranks of them that had daily walked with the LORD, thus
intensifying the SAVIOUR'S grief, and fulfilling His complaint, Yea, Mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat
of My bread, hath lifted up his heel against Me ' (Psa. xli. 9 ; John
xiii. 18). Not that the lILrn OF SORROWS knew not His adversary,
for had He not plainly foretold the act of treachery, and also
pointed out the instrument of it, adding the significant words:
, Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye
may believe that I AM' (John xiii. 19). The very occasion, too,
when the devil inspired his wretched medium with the intention
of shedding the innocent blood, was thoroughly in keeping with
the studied nature of the attack. If we follow the account given us
by St. John in his Gospel, it was 'after supper '-when JESUS had
gathered around Him for the last time the little company of them
that had been with Him from the beginning-' the devil . . . put
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him ' (John
xiii. 2). It was when the HrGH AND HOLY ONE girded with a towel
-the ordinary dress of a servant--having poured water into a
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basin, stooped to wash the feet of the humble fishermen, and in
full view of the glory He had with the FATHER before the world
was, that the SON OF MAN was confronted by the Satanically
indwelt Judas as the agent of hell. Yet did the self-conscious
Head of all principalities and powers verily wash the feet of the
traitor Apostle, albeit He added the significant words, ' And ye are
clean, but not all' (John xiii. 10). Who can fail to see here' the
depths of Satan' (Rev. ii. 24) 1 Who but he could or would have
chosen that moment of CHRIST'S humility, tenderness, and devotion,
to stir up in the heart of a disciple the idea and purpose of murdering that spotless One 1
" But deeper depths of diabolical hate were yet to be revealed.
"Well has it been recorded by the HOLY GHOST of JESUS that at
this juncture 'He was troubled in spirit,' for the announcement
of the traitor's dark deed was upon His lips. 'He testified, and
said, Amen, Amen, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
Me' (John xiii. 21). The guilty conspirator was speedily pointed
out. JESUS said, 'He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I
have dipped it.' This giving the sop was one of the closest testimonies of friendly affection. And when the sop had been dipped
and presented by the LORD JESUS to Judas Iscariot, we are told
that at that moment (,dT£) 'Satan entered into him' (John xiii. 27)
-took full possession of him, so that his will was not only bent
upon doing the treacherous deed, but fixed and determined to do
it then and there. And He Who knew what was in the man, and
needed not that any should tell Him, when He saw the duplicity
of the traitor, who fain would cast off suspicion from himself (Matt.
xxvi. 25), straightway bade him to 'quickly' (John xiii. 27) carry
out the settled purposes of his murderous heart. Why tarry,
since the covenant with death and hell was already determined 1
And Judas went his way, and forthwith agreed with the enemies
of CHRIST how the deed should be done, the wages of unrighteousness amounting after all but to the paltry sum of thirty pieces of
silver-or about three pounds of our money. Such were Satan's
wages-the devil's estimate of the blood of CHRIST i-just the
price of a slave.
" And whiIe Satan was thus busy working within that evil man,
he yet had forces to spare elsewhere. As has been said, the devil's
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hour to bruise the heel of the woman's Seed was at hand, and he
aimed well at his hated Object. The LORD turns to Peter at the
supper table, and with great solemnity reiterates his natural name:
'Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you (pI.), that
he may sift you (pI.) as wheat: but I have prayed for thee (sing.),
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren.' Here, then, we have a gracious man made the
medium of an indirect attack upon the MASTER. The soul-destroying one having got Judas, desires the others also. Doubtless for
three years the evil envious eye of the adversary had been upon
these chosen followers of the LORD. Now was his hour to attack
them, and their Head through them. Peter's fleshly self-confidence
afforded a favourable temperament whereon to operate, and the
KEEPER OF ISRAEL had, for the instruction of the Church in after
ages, as well as for the Apostle's own spiritual profit, granted the
accuser of the brethren restricted leave to put him to the test.
Then note the Satanic choice of a temptation :whereby to strike
at the MAN OF SORROWS a more afllictive and grievous blow. Not
only did Satan bereave the GOD-bruised (Isa. liii. 10) and GODforsaken (Matt. xxvii. 46) One of all human sympathy in the persons
of the other Apostles in the hour of His sorest need-they all
, forsook Him and fled' (Matt. xxvi. 56}-but the malignant spirit
used the natural affection of Peter, who followed the captive One
, afar off' (Matt. xxvi. 58), to torture the broken heart, and to
persecute Him Whom GOD had smitten (Psa. lxix. 26). Judas
indeed feigned to befriend the MAN OF SORROWS when the multitude
came out against Him with staves and swords, doing well the
devil's work by speaking words that were sharper swords still,
saying, 'Hail, MASTER! ' and sealing the lie with a twice more
mendacious kiss; but in Peter's case Satan used the very lips
which had with all honesty so lately professed a readiness to go to
death with JESUS, to belie, to deny, and to defy Him. Now,
reader, mark the well-aimed blow the serpent here strikes at the
wounded One. In the house of His friends, JESUS receives the
deepest wound. Peter went in after his LORD had been led into
the house of the high priest, and sat down (Luke xxii. 55) in the
seat of the scornful, 'where Satan's seat is' (Rev. ii. 13). Into
the sieve of the adversary was the self-confident Apostle now cast,
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and the ordeal of sifting forthwith began. There seems little
room to doubt, upon a careful comparison of the four different
inspired accounts of Peter's fall given us in the Gospels, that the
test to which Satan subjected his victim was not confined to the
three occasions popularly understood as constituting the ordeal.
Dean Alford has given a very valuable tabular view of all the
passages which record the facts of the case (see Alford's Greek
Testament, vol. i., p. 282, ed. 1863), and there is such a variety
of expressions attributed to Peter as to show that the conversation
between him and the enemies of CHRIST was considerably protracted.
To take, then, the record of St. Matthew, a damsel who was present
in the company of those watching the proceedings first charged the
Apostle with being one of the followers of the Accused One. Yet
even this feeble test was more than the Satan-snared Peter could
endure, and 'he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou
sayest' (Matt. xxvi. 69, 70). This triumph of the serpent's
emboldened him to strike again at the heel of the woman's Seed
through one of the household. III at ease within after this awful
fall from his steadfastness, Peter left the hall, but only to meet
another of the devil's emissaries in the porch, who then, in his
hearing, remarked, ' This fellow was also with JESUS of Nazareth.'
And forthwith the power of Satan became more terribly manifest,
for it is written: 'Again he denied with an oath, I do not know
the Man' (Matt. x,,,vi. 71, 72). What was the devil's intention
here but that the sword should enter 'into the soul' of J ESUS ~
For, at the very moment that the disciple forswore CHRIST'S Deity,
JESUS was upon His trial for claiming to be GOD. This man whom
Satan thus employed to grieve the LORD was moreover one whom
JESUS had chosen from the first to be a witness of His miracles
and a daily auditor of His doctrine. Yet now he rudely repudiates,
and that with profane oaths, all knowledge of 'the Man.' Moreover, the pain of this hell-directed blow at the LORn JESUS followed
in Peter's case his recent reception, in circumstances of peculiar
solemnity, of the Last Supper, after his having listened to those
touching words of CHRIST recorded in the 14th and two following
chapters of St. John's Gospel, and in the face of his MASTER'S most
distinct forewarning that Satan would certainly make an attack
upon his loyalty and faithfulness. But the serpent had yet another
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blow to strike at his Foe. Now no longer able to plead surprise,
but in full consciousness of the base and sinful denials of his LORD
of which he had been guilty, and with the affecting sight before
him of JESUS betrayed by Judas into the hands of sinful men and
not opening His mouth to utter a word in self-detence, the fallen
'Apostle is led on by the devil to wound the REDEEMER'S broken
heart still more cruelly. 'After a while came unto him they that
stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for
thy speech bewrayeth thee' (Matt. xxvi. 73). The rough dialect
of the Syriac which Simon Peter used was evidence in the eyes of
the people that he was a Galilean. Had he remained silent, he
would probably not have been recognized. St. Luke's account
tells us nearly an hour had elapsed since the previous denial. The
long-suffering LORD JESUS, already wounded by one of His ' friends,'
now feels the final thrust, and Satan opens the lips of his victim
in the Galilean dialect to convince the enemies of GOD by the free
use of oaths and curses-the language of the lost (Rev. xvi. 9, 11, 12)
-that he was as one of themselves, an adversary of JESUS of
Nazareth. 'Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know
not the Man' (Matt. xxvi. 74). Thus the diabolical scheme of the
serpent seemed at that moment complete. But the precursor of
coming judgment upon Satan sounds the warning note. For we
read that while Peter ' yet spake,' the woman's Seed bruised the
tempter's head. 'The LORD turned and looked upon Peter.' He
looked with steadfastness (Greek), for He needed not to open His lips.
That Divine look of mercy, pity, and pardon, bestowed by CHRIST
upon the Satan-sifted disciple, drove out the cowardly spirit,
delivered the prey from the mighty, and caused joy in the presence
of the angels of GOD, for' one sinner' repented (Luke xv. 10) in
the person of Peter, who now went out to weep the grace-wrought
tears of a Godly sorrow.
" But now the darkness which brooded over the MAN OF SORROWS
seeInB rapidly to deepen. If defeated in one field, the persistent
demon quickly shifts his ground to another. He hounds on the
victim of his power in the person of Judas, whom presently he
fills with unutterable remorse, until by his own act and deed he
plunges into the abyss, and, as the' son of perdition' (John X"ii. 12),
goes to 'his own place' (Acts i. 25). Rapidly Satan's hour is
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running out; and the 22nd Psalm, that inspired epitome of the
fiery ordeal through which the Man CHRIST JESUS passed in His
victorious conflict with the devil, furnishes us with some faint
conception of the devices by means of which tIle serpent sought
to bruise the heel of his appointed Adversary. From the 1st verse
to the 21st MESSIAH pours out His bitter complaint into the ear
of His GOD, the final petition of which vividly brings out the
personality of the foe whose countless hosts of wicked angels and
men gather round the Crucified to mock, to torment, and to
blaspheme-' Save Me from the lion's mouth' (Psa. xxii. 21).
The ' roaring lion' of St. Peter's First Epistle is here represented
standing before the dying One, ready, as having 'the power of
death' (Heb. ii. 14), to devour the sin-burdened Substitute of GOD'S
Israel. At this awful moment of our LORD'S passion, when the
pains of hell gat hold upon Him, Satan's hour was witnessing the
height of its seeming victory over the Bruised One (Isa. liii. 8-10).
There was an inexpressible horror in this 'sharpness of death,'
for the devil had a delegated right to afflict Him Whom GOD'S
justice was bringing to the grave, inasmuch as he was the Divinely
appointed exactor of ' the wages of sin.' Death, therefore, is the
sword we find Satan persistently pointed at the breast of the
woman's Seed. Who was it, if not the possessor of the power of
death, who led the multitude to cry out that Barabbas the
murderer should be spared, while JESUS was to die ~ Who, if not
the angel of death, breathed into the hearts of the chief priests
and Pharisees that hellish spirit which found utterance in the
demand, 'Let Him be crucified-Crucify Him, Crucify Him' ~
And who found words of blasphemy for the two dying thieves to
pour into His ear on either side now that He was numbered with
the transgressors ~ (Isa. liii. 12.)
" Nevertheless, like Samson, who slew more at his death than
in his life, the Prince of Life proceeded to show that His dying
weakness was stronger than Satan's strength. He 8poiled the
strong man even on the tree of curse. In one instant of time
His quickening grace converted a blaspheming sinner into a praying
and a preaching saint. And He Who, as Man, was bruised in the
heel by Satan's power in death, was yet able, as JEHOVAH, to
speak in that same hour of the joys of ,Paradise. 'This day,' said
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He to the penitent thief, ' shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.' And
when the CHRIST of GOD bowed His head ere He gave up the ghost,
have we not an outward and visible sign that while, indeed, Satan,
as the executioner of the Divine law, could and did righteously
demand death at his hands of the woman's Seed, it was the supreme
victory of that Seed to bruise the serpent's head by voluntarily
laying down His own life (John x. 18; Isa. liii. 12)? Here, then,
the vital blow was struck at the king and kingdom of darkness.
That substitutionary death of the great Head of the Church of
GOD was designed in eternal purpose to secure a multitude no man
can number of the first Adam's children from the sting and bitterness of death; or, in other words, from the misery of that torment
which is everlasting separation from GOD.
"Satan's power over man was not a natuml arrangement.
Fallen angels have no a priori right over any other order of GOD'S
creation. They stand upon their own merits before their fuKER,
and must be judged according to their own works. That fallen
man was dispensationally delivered into the hands of fallen angels
was simply, therefore, a judicial procedure on the part of Him Who
maketh all things-even sin, angelic and human-to work together
for His own glory. Yet let it be well noted that the commission
of the author of evil was a limited commission. Exceeding that
commission, Satan, it would seem, forfeited his deputed dominion
over fallen men. When, therefore, he laid violent hands upon
GOD'S beloved SON, he trod on fatal ground. The weapondeath-with which he aimed at the woman's Seed was righteously
made to recoil on himself, and, by the meritorious dying of the
Man CHRIST JESUS on the cross, Satan was spoiled of the power of
death (Heb. ii. 14). At the moment when the hand of this world's
god fell upon JEHOVAH'S ANOINTED, did the heavier hand of
vindictive justice fall on the proud persecutor. 'Now is the
judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be
cast out' (John xii. 31). So soon-as the mist of that awful blackness which reigned in the soul of the representative Man CHRIST
JESUS had culminated in the curse-cry, 'My GOD, My GOD, why
hast Thou forsaken Me? ' (Matt. xxvii. 46), and He had exulted
in tones that shook hell and the throne of Diabolos to their deepest
foundations, the serpent fell under the CONFIRMATION 0/ the sentence
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passed 4000 years before, at close of the temptation of the First Man.
Dust was again the food of the disappointed foe of GOD and man.
It is true that so long as death reigned over the woman's Seed,
Satan, in the name of the Divine Justice, viewing CHRIST as standing in the place of the guilty, held a lega.\ right of habeas corpus,
and that not until the resurrection from the dead was JESUS in a
position to triumph openly over His infernal enemies. . . .
" When He did ascend from the abodes of darknesS, was it not
to hear at the grave's mouth the glorious declaration of His wellpleased FATHER: 'Thou art My beloved SON; this day have I
begotten Thee' (Psa. ii. 7; Acts xiii. 33) ~ What is the force of
this Scripture if not viewed in light of the fact that the Man
CHRIST JESUS had offered Himself up a whole burnt offering under
the heaviest burden of Divine wrath ~ Surely it is clear that the
,·esurrection from the dead was the first meeting of the FATHER and
the MEDIATOR since justice was satisfied. In other words, then,
the raising of JESUS was the Divine ratification of the sentence
passed upon him ' that had the power of death; that is, the devil.'
It was the witness of GOD from heaven that the meritorious conflict
waged throughout those weary thirty-three years by the Man
CHRIST JESUS with the great adversary had been duly recorded
above. Well might the HOLY GHOST bear His witness in language
of Divine triumph: '0 death, where is thy sting ~ 0 Hades,
where is thy victory ~ , (1 Cor. xv. 55.) And well it is that the
faith of GOD'S tempted people, many of whom through fear· of
death go all their lifetime subject to bondage, should lay hold on
the full meaning of that passage of the Word of their GOD-' CHRIST
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us' (Gal. iii. 13)-and enter with their Covenant Head into
the deep and mystical import of that Scripture of His in which
He triumphantly addresses the FATHER Who again brought Him
from the dead, saying: 'All My bones shall say, 0 JEHOVAH, who
is like unto Thee, Which deliverest the poor from him that is too
strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth
him~ , (Psa. xxxv. 10.)
"While, however, the serpent thus received a deadly wound in
the head at the conclusion of this bruising of the Seed of the woman
in the heel, there was yet granted him for· a season the opportunity
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of displaying his antagonism against the MOST IIrGH by assailing
the woman herself-the Church of the Firstborn."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,

THE EDITOR.

January 14th, 1915.
(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
A mSTORICAL LETTER.
"DEAR COUSIN,-I thankfully acknowledge your love in your kind
remembrance of me upon this opportunity. Alas! you do too highly
prize my lines, and my company. I may be ashamed to own your
expressions, considering how unprofitable I am, and the mean inrprovement of my talent. Yet to honour my God by declaring what He
hath done for my soul, in this I am confident, and I will be so. Truly
then, this I find: that He giveth springs in a dry barren wilderness
where no water is. I live, you know where-in Meshech, which they
say signifies prolonging; in Kedar, which signifies blackness: yet the
Lord forsaketh me not. Though He do prolong, yet He will I trust
bring me to His tabernacle, to His resting-place. My soul is with the
congregation of the Firstborn, my body rests in hope; and if here I
may honour my God, either by doing or by suffering, I shall be most
glad.
"Truly no poor creature hath more cause to put himself forth in the
cause of his God than 1. I have had plentiful wages beforehand; and
I am sure I shall never earn the least mite. The Lord accept me in His
Son, and give me to walk in the ligh t-and give us to walk in the light,
as He is the light! He it is That enlighteneth our blackness, our
darkness. I dare not say He hideth His face from me. He giveth
me to see light in His light. One beam in a dark place hath exceeding
much refreshment in it: blessed be His Name for shining upon so dark
a heart as mine! You know what my manner of life hath been. Oh,
I lived in and loved darkness, and hated Eght; I was a chief, the chief
of sinners. This is true: I hated Godliness, yet God had mercy on me.
Oh, the riches of His mercy! Praise Him for me ;-pray for me, that
He Who hath begun a good work would perfect it in the day of Christ.
"Salute all my friends in that family whereof you are yet a member.
I am much bound unto them for their love. I bless the Lord for them,
and that my son, by their procurement, is so well. Let him have your
prayers, your counsel; let me have them.
"Salute your husband and sister from me. He is not a man of his
word! He promised to write about Mr. Wrath of Epping, but as yet
I receive no letters ;-put him in mind to do what with conveniency
may be done for the poor cousin I did soEcit him about. Once more
farewell; the Lord be with you. So prayeth your truly loving cousin,
"ELY, OCTOBER 13TH, 1638.
OLIVER CROMWELL."
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ISRAEL A TYPE OF THE CHURCH.

" Yet they are Thy people."-DEUTERONOMY ix. 29.
THE description which is here given of the people of Israel forms
a part of the prayer which Moses offered to God when they had
turned aside out of the way which God had commanded them,
and made them a molten image. God had said, "Let Me alone,
that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under
heaven: and I will make of thee a nation mightier and greater
than they." Moses, however, fell down before the Lord and
interceded on their behalf. He acknowledged their "stubbornness," their" wickedness" and their" sin," but he pleaded, " Yet
they are Thy people and Thine inheritance, which Thou broughtest
out by Thy mighty power and by Thy stretched out arm."
Despite all their sins they were still the people of God and the
objects of His love and care. Now the people of Israel may be
regarded as typical of the Church of God. The former consisted
of one nation, but the Church of God consists of "a great multitude ... of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues."
To them the words are addressed, " Ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
The Apostle Peter gives the same description of the Church when
he says: "Which in time past were not a people, but are now
the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 10).
It will be helpful to trace from the Scriptures themselves the
resemblance between the two peoples.
First, the people of Israel were a chosen people.
They did not become God's people in any haphazard way, but
God in the exercise of His own sovereignty chose them from
amongst all the other nations of tb e earth to be His own peculiar
people. " Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth" (Deut. vii. 6).
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This Divine choice of the people of Israel carried with it their
sanctification. "Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy
God." They were a people severed from all other nations. " I
the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that
ye should be Mine" (Lev. xx. 26). All this is true of the Church
of God. Its members are the objects of God's everlasting choice.
They are chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, and
the great end of this choice is " that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love." The Divine choice is followed by the
sanctifying operations of the Spirit. "God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth" (2 Thess. ii 13). How full of gratitude
we should be to the God of all grace if we are numbered amongst
His chosen, and how we should seek to bring forth the fruits of
practical holiness in our daily walk and conversation as an evidence
of our gratitude! "Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving
one another." "As He Which hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation." Take comfort from the
assurance that God hath chosen you, and seek to "shew forth
the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light."
Secondly, the people of Israel were an insignificant people.
Moses said to them, "The Lord did not set His love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of all people" (Deut. vii. 7). They were
not a distinguished people, a great people, an important people.
If they had been so they might have thought that they were chosen
to be God's peculiar people because of their numbers, their wealth,
and their greatness. They were, however, few and insignificant.
So, to-day, the Lord's people are comparatively few and insignificant. "Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yell, and things which are not, to bring
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to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His
presence" (1 Cor. i. 26-29). The Lord has some of His people
.amongst the noble and the great. His grace is extended to all
classes, but the greater number would seem to be amongst " the
poor of this world." Many such are "rich in faith and heirs of
the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him."
" He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them
inherit the throne of glory." Whether poor or rich in temporal
things, however, the Lord's people are insignificant in themselves.
They have no ground of boasting. They have nothing which
they did not receive. They are debtors to mercy alone for all
the blessings they enjoy. M'Cheyne well says:" Chosen not for good in me,
Wakened up from wrath to flee,
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the Spirit sanctified!
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show
By my love, how much I owe."
Thirdly, the people of Israel were a beloved people.
They were beloved of God. Therefore He chose them, and
therefore He saved them. "Because the Lord loved you, and
because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your
fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 8). It is to the people of
Israel that the precious words were originally spoken, "Yea,
I have loved thee with an everlasting love." And how blessedly
true it is of the Israel of God, the members of the Church, that
they are beloved of God. He hath loved them and given them
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace. Love for
them led Him to send His Son to be the propitiation for their sins.
Through His great love wherewith He loved them, even when
they were dead in sins, He quickened them with Christ, raised
them up together and made them sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus. Love placed them in His family and made them
heirs of eternal glory. They owe to His love their redemption
by the blood of Christ, their regeneration by the Spirit, their
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adoption into His family, aB the rich provision 'of His grace here
and all the glory that is to follow.
Fourthly, the people of Israel were a stitJnecked people.
All through their history they were" a stubborn and rebellious
generation." Moses had not a good word to say of them. After
forty years' experience of their character he was obliged to say to
them, "From the day that thou didst depart out of the land of
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious
against the Lord" (Deut. ix. 7). Thus the Lord's love to them
and His choice of them were not due to any merit on their part.
" Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart,
dost thou go in to possess their land. . . . The Lord thy God
giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness ;
for thou art a stiffnecked people" (Deut. ix. 5, 6). And are we
any better than they ~ Is it because of any righteousness in us
that the Lord hath loved and chosen us to be His people ~ Must
not we acknowledge that, "We are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags "~ Yes, we must humble
ourselves to the dust, and own that we are shapen in iniquity and
conceived in sin. If, therefore, we have tasted that the Lord is
gracious, we need to remember that, "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Ghost; Which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 5-7).
Fifthly, the people of Israel were a redeemed people.
"Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou
hast redeemed: Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto
Thy holy habitation" (Exod. xv. 13). From the power of Pharaoh
and from the bondage of Egypt they were redeemed. "The
Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you
out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of
of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 8). From a still greater bondage are the
Israel of God redeemed. "Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us." With the precious
blood of Christ we have been redeemed from the penalty and
power of our sins, :.and eventuaBy from their very presence.
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Insignificant, stifinecked, stubborn and rebellious though we are,
the Lord Jesus looked upon us with the eyes of His compassion
and bought us with His blood.
" What was it washed my sins away,
And turned my darkness into day,
Despoiling Satan of his prey 1
The blood of Christ."
Sixthly, the people of Israel were a preserved people.
Having redeemed them, the Lord led them, protected them,
and provided for them all through their wilderness wanderings.
Realizing this, Moses said to them, "Happy art thou, 0 Israel:
who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord?" (Deut. xxxiii.
29.) In like manner our great High Priest is "able to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him," and He does save
them. He Himself is their Keeper and Preserver. Nothing shall
pluck them out of His hand.
" How safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in Christ their Head,
Before He calls them by His grace,
And after calling led.
" Preserved in Christ, and taught to love
His name, His saints, His Word:
Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord."
Yes. They are" kept by the power of God."
Finally, the people of Israel were a rewarded people.
They received "the reward of the inheritance." Their wilderness experience was full of trial and difficulty, but eventually
they entered and were established in the promised land. The
Lord brought them out, that He rrilght bring them in, to give
them the land which He sware unto their fathers. This is true
of you also, ye people of God. "Lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh." "It is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." " Rej oice, and be exceeding glad,
for great is your reward in heaven."
Are you, dear reader, numbered amongst the people of God?

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Sing, 0 ye heavens,. for the Lord hath done it; shout, ye lower parts
of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and every
tree therein,. for the Lord hath redeemed J Mob, and glorified Himself
in Israel."-IsAIAH xliv. 23.

THERE is a song in this verse: its theme is redemption; the key·note
is praise unto the Lord, and the subjects of it are Jacob and Israel.
In the preceding verses these are exhorted to " remember," and the
glorious assertion is made, " For thou art My servant," and reiterated.
The reiteration suggests the sweet thought that not one poor halting
J acob can listen to the suggestion of the enemy that he is not in it.
He might give way in a moment of despair, and feel that all the
promises are to Israel, and say, Jehovah spake thus, "Thou art My
servant" to Israel-a prince with God and prevailing. But the
Lord knows all about His weak and helpless, yea faitWess, J acobs,
and so He leaves on record also" Thou "-Jacob-" art My servant,"
as well as" Thou"-Israel-" art My servant." And then He goes on
to tell how they can not, shall not, be forgotten of Hinr because " I
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud,
thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee." And then
after the gracious compulsion, "Return unto Me," the song of my
text is put into the returning Jacob's lips, and he is enjoined to sing
with the heavens and shout with the earth, and break forth into
singing. All heaven and earth, and all creation, and the new creation,
are called upon to join in this wondrous song of redemption, even the
redeeming love of our God to His J acob.
Have you not, dear reader, often blessed the Lord that He has
been pleased to put" Jacob" thus in the singular throughout His
precious Word 1 Israel is a nation, J acob an individual, and such
an individual! Jacob--a supplanter, a deceiver, a stealer of the
birthright blessing of his brother by subtlety and lying. A solitary
pilgrim too, a fugitive from his brother. But how greatly blessed
also was this lone man in heavenly visitations, and that because of
the sovereign, irrevocable, free love of Jehovah-" Jacob have I loved,
but Esau have I hated." To Jacob is granted the heavenly vision
of the ladder set up upon the earth, whose top reached unto heaven,
" and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it." And
the Covenant promises to Jacob in that place, caused him to name it
Bethel, as " none other than the house of God" and the very gate of
heaven. Again, a heavenly visitant is dispatched to this solitary
pilgrim as he serves his relative Laban, and he is reminded, "I am
the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou
vowedst a vow unto Me." And as he rises up to return, according to
Divine command, unto his own kindred, behold! again the promised
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presence and unfailing help. "And Jacob went on his way, and the
angels of God met him." Now, we learn from all this what a high
mark Jehovah set upon His servant. He sends him a vision from
heaven, angelic messengers, a heavenly convoy, a royal escort of " t",o
hosts." Think of it, dear reader, and contemplate the wonders of
the love of God and what He will do for one of His poor defenceless
pilgrims.- Jewish writers tell us that God's" host" numbers 60,000, and
that the Shechinah or Divine Majesty never dwells with less, so that
the two hosts which he saw, whereby he named the place Mahanaim,
would mean 120,000 of the angelic throng, and all sent to do the
bidding of their great Creator for one poor solitary man. But a·
redeemed man. For such, the help of Omnipotence was put forth.
And then we remember how it was in the place of the blessing that
Jacob's name was changed to Israel-" prince with God "-a royal
name, a heavenly distinction. Some two hundred and eighty years
later profane lips were made to utter a glorious truth concerning this
blessing. Balaam, whom Balak had brought from the east to " Come,
curse me J acob, and come, defy Israel," could only say, "How shall
I curse, whom God hath not cursed 1 or how shall I defy, whom the
Lord hath not defied 1" and none could reverse Jacob's blessing.
" Tlly blessing is upon," and once pronounced is irrevocable, unchangeable, steadfast as Jehovah's throne.
It is worthy of notice how many times the expression" 0 Jacob "
occurs, and always as a term of yearning or desire or forbearance, or in
proposal of mercy. It is God's way of showing how "He hateth
putting away." He speaks His tender recovering words over His
rebellious wayward Jacobs. Thus" when Balaam saw it pleased
the Lord to bless Israel . . . he took up bis parable and said . . .
How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 0 IsraeL"
The Psalmist is inspired likewise to tell of the blessings from the Lord
to "the generation of them that seek Him, that seek Tby face, 0
Jacob," or as the margin says, " 0 God of Jacob." Thus the Lord
identifies Himself with His J acob and calls Himself by his name.
Wondrous condescension! And the Prophet asks, "Why sayest thou,
o Jacob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and
my judgment is passed over from my G09. ! " and he goes on to remind
and expostulate with the exercised soul, "Hast thou not known!
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary 1 there is no
searching of His understanding." And again, in the forty-third
chapter of the same prophecy: "But now thus saith the Lord That
created thee, 0 Jacob, and He That formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not."
And then a lament: "But thou hast not called upon Me, 0 J acob ;
but thou hast been weary of Me, 0 IsraeL" There are gracious
proposals to return: "Yet now hear, 0 Jacob, My servant; and
Israel, whom I have chosen: thus saith the Lord That made thee,
and formed thee from the womb, Which will help thee; Fear not,
o Jacob, My servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen."
6
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And a similarly gracious word is given by the prophet Jeremiah:
" But fear not thou, 0 i\ly servant Jacob, neither be dismayed, 0
Israel." These and other Scriptures would afford profitable research
for the reader and matter to enlarge upon in his meditations.
Thus J acob was claimed for J ehovah. See what rich titles He
sets upon him as representing His chosen and redeemed people in
Jesus. Jacob is said to be His port,ion (Deut. xxxii. 9; Jer. x. 16).
He declared He would "cause them that come of Jacob to take root:
Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with
fruit" (Isa. xxvii. 6). He declares of Jacob and Israel they are His
" chosen" and His" servant" (Isa. xli. 8), and He further gives that
wondrous encouragement, " Fear not, thou worm J acob, and ye men
of Israel; I ,viII help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel "-thy Redeemer, thy Kinsman. I believe I am
correct in saying the same word is used here as in Psa. xxii. 6, "But I
am a worm, and no man," whereby the Lord most graciously identifies
Himself with His suffering, tempted people. A worm! one of the
lowest orders of creatures. Oh, what will not Divine love do! Can
He stay short of any blessing when He spared not His own Son, but
freely gave Him up for us all, and thus with Him will freely give us
all things 1 Yea, He associates Himself as the" thy Saviour," and
"thy Redeemer, the mighty God of Jacob," Can Jacob want any
good thing who has the Lord, the mighty God, on his side 1 The
Lord looks after" the heritage" and" the excellency" of His Jacob,
and no Jacob shall come short of his portion in a Covenant-making
and a Covenant-keeping God. To His" remnant of Jacob" who
" shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for
the sons of men," He will "perform the truth," declare His everlasting love toward them, and show how because He is the
unchangeable God they "are not consumed." And in the kingdom
of glory, all His ransomed children, Jesus declared, shall "sit down
,vith Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob." Yes, and as though the
Holy Spirit would keep in our minds those pilgrim days of J acob ;
as thongh He wonld remind us that as He was with Jacob so He is
with ns; does not John iv. 6 come home wi th sweetness-" Now
Jacob's t well was there" 1 His servant the patriarch who had
"waited for Thy salvation, 0 God," had been dead for centuries.
Yet the Man, God's Fellow, our Kinsman and Elder Brother, ever
liveth, and is " tonched with the feeling of our infirmities." "Jesus
being weary sat thus on the well," and allowed the conversation to
turn to " our father Jacob who gave us the well," by the woman who
came thither to draw water, and who was made to drink of the water
of everlasting life.
Nor can we close our allnsions to this favoured patriarch without
reminding the reader of the gracious promise of J ehovah-" Alas!
for that day is great, so that none is like it; it is even the time of
Jacob's trouble; bnt he shall be saved out of it." And what Jacob
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bas not his time of trouble? What Jacob has not his season of
" captivity," and as assuredly his " bringing again" and" mercy"
from his Covenant God? And with a new song of deliverance each
one is instructed to "Sing with gladness for Jacob" as the time
appointed arrives for J acob to " return, and be in rest and at ease,
and none sball make him afraid."
Of this Jacob, look at that gem of truth sparkling in Isaiah xxvii. 9 :
" By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this
is all the fruit to take away his sin." When our thoughts travel back
to the wonderful statement put into the lips of the false prophet, " He
bath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness
in Israel," are we not brought face to face with this precious and
glorious truth, that God looks upon His people in and through Christ,
and there there is no iniquity; but that it is His glory to pass by
transgression-as one has said, not by not noticing it, but in a way by
which sin shall be punished and the sinner saved. God is Just and
the Justifier of him that believeth. God's holiness and justice have
heen satisfied and vindicated by the obedience and death of the Man,
even the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore every sin and transgression
and iuiquity once and for ever atoned for in Him is " not beheld,"
as also every sin, transgression and iniquity, and daily defilement in
His people must of necessity be purged. Surely in that day it sbaH
be said and be the wonder of eternity to every redeemed sinner, " What
hath GI{d wrought!"
And out of Jacob tbe Star was to arise Who should be Jacob's
Deliverer, and it was this Covenant promise which gave the aged
patriarch to break out in the midst of blessing his sons-" I
have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord." And a waiting Jacob was
not disappointed! The aged patriarch worshipped, leaning upon the
top of his staff-an old man gathering up his feet in the bed, reviewing
life's mysterious maze, acknowledging all the steps of his pilgrimage
by which his Lord had led. him and fed him and fulfiHed His word.
Thus he died, giving his sons their charge, and " yielded up the ghost
and was gathered unto his people," and the waiting J acob was there
and then" satisfied" with God's salvation.
Then again, J acob was in the Covenant, and that could not be
disannulled. "God remembered His Covenant with Abraham, with
lsaac, and with J acob." In them was the Covenant seed and the
promised seed called. Should a smaH-strength Jacob be made to
" arise" 1 By Whom 1 The Covenant God of Jacob. And his
seed's seed should return, arise and inherit, because God was for and
with him, to make of him "a great nation." It was the ancient
promise of Jehovah to His pilgrim solitary Jacob, and that was enough.
The Word of God liveth and abideth for ever_
11

Fear not, Jacob, thon art Mine,

And My presence with thee goes,
On thy heart My love shall shine,
And My arm subdue thy foes;
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From My promise comfort take,
For My help in trouble call;
Never will I thee forsake
Till I have accomplished all."
Now, beloved, upon this precious subject I could enlarge far beyond
the limits of this article. It is all true of everyone of J acob's
chosen race and ransomedseed and Israel's royal throng. Shall we
not take up our well-tuned instruments and ask Him to set our glad
hearts to the note of redemption, and call upon all that is within us
to " Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower
parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest,
and every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and
glorified Himself in IsraeL" There are on the one hand of us, the
wonderfully compassionate and many reassuring Fear nots to His
"worm Jacob," wherein He puts Himself in all His glory, majesty,
and strength under the title of The Mighty God of Jacob. Therefore the
poor halting J acob will be the prevailing prince with God, and call
upon all that is within him to sing and shout, for all heaven and earth
to take up the song, " For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
Himself in IsraeL" That is God's end. Shall we not seek grace that
we too may make it ours, so that however rough and thorny be our
pilgrimage, however dark our days, however full of tribulation the
path we are called to tread, this maybe our desire-" To the end
that my glory may sing praise to Thee, and not be silent. 0 Lord,
my God, I wiII give thanks unto Thee for ever."

R.
I, that am but of yesterday, have known some that have
been so deeply plunged in the gulf of despair, that they would throw
all the spiritual cordials tbat have been tendered to them against
the walls. 'l'hey were strong in reasoning against their own souls,
and resolved against everything that might be a comfort and support
unto them. They have been much set against all ordinances and
religious services; they have cast off holy duties themselves, and
peremptorily refused to join with others in them; yea, they have,
out of a sense of sin and wrath, which hath laid hard upon them,
refused the necessary comforts of this life, even to the overthrow of
natural life, and yet out of this horrible pit hath God delivered their
souls and given them such manifestations of His grace and favour,
that they would not exchange them for a thousand worlds. 0 despairing souls, you see that others, whose conditions have been as bad if
not worse than yours, have obtained mercy. God hath remembered
them in their Iow estate; He' hath pacified their raging consciences,
and quieted their distracted souls; He hath wiped all tears from
their eyes; and He hath been a well-spring of life unto their hearts.
Therefore be not discouraged, 0 despairing souls, but look up to the
mercy-seat.-Thomas Brooks (1608-1680).
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. W. T. TURPIN, M. A.
YET another faithful minister of the pure Gospel of God's sovereign
grace has been called up higher-our dear brother in Christ and
friend of many years, the REV. WALTER THOMAS TURPIN, Incumbent
of Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne. This deeply taught man of God
was a familiar and welcome figure on our Clifton Conference platform,
and frequently conducted the Afternoon Bible Readings on the sub·
jects selected for consideration at these sacred gatherings.
On the Lord's Day, December 20th last, at the age of 80, this active
labourer in the Lord's Vineyard passed into his eternal rest, after an
illness of some eight months, borne with wonderful patience. Up to
that time he had maintained his full ministry at Emmanuel Church,
and also his work in connection with certain religious organizations.
He had the loving support of an earnest and devoted congregation, by
whom he will be sorely missed. He was verily a workman who needed
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth and declaring
" all the counsel of God."
We reprint the following short sketch which accompanied a portrait
of MR. TURPIN published in our MAGAZINE some two years ago.
" The much·loved brother-the REV. W. T. TURPIN, Incumbent of
Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne-belongs to that beautiful island so
much in evidence at the present time, and all his sympathies are with
the true and loyal hearts who know well the character of the per.
secuting power to which it is proposed to subject the loyal subjects
of King George.
"MR. TURPIN was educated in Dublin at a Collegiate School, in
North Great George Street. It was during his school days there that
he attended the ministry of the late beloved Rev. W. H. Krause, M.A.,
in the Bethesda Chapel. The whole atmosphere of the place and the
faithful preacher left its own deep impression upon his young heart,
though as yet he had not received God's quickening, life·giving touch
of power. MR. TURPIN is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and
was ordained by the late Dr. Singer, Bishop of Meath, and filled
several curacies in Ireland, amongst them that of his own native
town of Tullamore. He was also a missionary of the Irish Church
Missions in conjunction with the late Rev. C. F. MacCarthy, D.D.,
whose assistant he was and with whom he worked as a son with a
father.
"His own testimony as to the preciousness of the sacred Truth
which he first received at the Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, and which
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was afterwards brought home in power to him by the teaching of
God the Holy Ghost, is that in the evening of life the truth of free
sovereign grace and Covenant love is dearer to him, and that increasingly
so. He has on several occasions. delivered addresses at the Clifton
Conference, and his addresses are held in high estimation among
God's children there annually."
In the course of a warm tribute to the memory of this dear servant
of God, as reported in the Eastbourne Chronicle of December 26th,
Mr. A. C. Tessier said ;-" What struck me as his paramount
characteristic was his graciousness. That trait must have specially
appealed to all who came into contact with him. . . . He was most
gracious in his conduct and bearing towards you. You always felt
when you came into his presence that you had come into the presence
of a gracious man; and it is difficult in these days to give much higher
praise than that. . . . Let me say a word now with regard to his
teaching. That which stood out conspicuously respecting his teaching
was his fidelity to the Word of God. He was an earnest and able
Bible student, and his knowledge of the great Book was really wonder·
ful. I have heard him give a series of lectures on the Book of Job.
You only knew him for the last years of his life, but my recollection
goes back a considerable way, and I say unhesitatingly that I know of
no man, no Christian man, who was more faithful to the Word of God.
His teaching and preaching was all concentrated upon the exaltation
of Christ. After all, is there anything else to preach, anything else
to exalt! In these days he was not carried away by any new-fangled
doctrines. They had no attractions for him. He remained true to
the old-fashioned-the Puritanical, if you will-view of Divine grace.
What a great help he always proved to those around him! How he
always encouraged us, built us up. His aim was always to strengthen
the Christian-not, as was the case with many Christians, to knock
bim down and hinder him. Similarly, he was most kindly-so ready
to forgive and forget when differences or misunderstandings arose,
as they sometimes would."
We append an address delivered by this valiant advocate of the
Covenant Truth of God, at one of our Clifton Conferences, on a subject
very dear to the hearts of all the Lord's people. He now sees that
Blessed One Whose Name he loved to extol, "as He IS," in the full
glory of Immanuel's Land.
JESUS;

HIS

PERSON.

I FEEL, beloved friends, that we stand upon particularly holy ground
as we meditate. upon the Person of our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ,
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and I realize that it is a great comfort and satisfaction to the heart
to remind oneself, in speaking on such a subject as this, that the two
great offerings of the Old Testament Scriptures, setting forth His
Person, are designated "most holy "-that is to say" the meat
offering
or
the meal offering'" and
the sin offering" of
Leviticus ii.
I think that it is exceedingly remarkable, in connection with what
we are painfully made conscious of at the present day, that it is just
in relation to His holy and blessed Person on the one hand, and in
relation to His blessed and precious Work on the other, that the whole
conflict of the enemy in pressing on his hosts is at this moment raging,
and, therefore, it behoves us to tread softly when we speak of either
His Person or His Work.
I thank God with all my heart for the words we have listened to.
Not only have we had Christ brought before us most preciously, but
in relation to need and pressure, and to trial and difficulty. And
here, brethren, may I say lies the great secret of the power of our
Christianity. I think it has been said by another, and I believe most
truly said, that the secret strength of our Christian faith lies in this,
that all through that which it is, and that which it offers to us, is
treasured up in a Person; so that it is not merely that we have
doctrines about Christ and truths about Christ, which are all valuable
and blessed, but we have Himself, and, in the possession of that Blessed
Person we are made partakers of everything that is in Him.
I have thought lately very much of three words that I will only
just mention now, and these three words are, " Abide in Me." I
believe, beloved friends, that they are the secret of all true blessing
and all true comfort. We have in these exactly where it all is. And
this, too, is the very word of our Master Himself: " Continue in Me " ;
" AbUle in Me."
Now, in relation to the fact that the whole strength of our Christian
faith is treasured up in a Person, it is well for us to remember that we
have not merely a deliverance, but a Deliverer, and not merely a
redemption, but a Redeemer as well. This is the great truth, in fact,
which makes it sunlight, while all else is in comparison but moonlight
-fair it may be, but cold and inoperative. When you have the
Strengthener in you, you have the strength; when you have the
Deliverer, you have the deliverance; when you have the Redeemer,
you have the redemption.
Now shall we turn for a moment to the fourth Gospel. I am going
to ask you to glance at some of the statements of the Gospel of John.
When we turn to this fourth Gospel, we find this Blessed Person, Who
has been set before us just now, we find Him spoken of there as God
and Man. .It is God Who is before us, whilst it is Christ Who is spoken
of, in the opening verses of the 1st chapter of the Gospel of John. The
simple Divine utterance of that chapter is this: "In the beginning
the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
Then you will observe at once that we are entirely out of time, and we
IJ
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must therefore read "In the beginning" in the Gospel of John in
quite a different sense from that in which we read it in the 1st chapter
of the Book of Genesis. In the Book of Genesis we are in time. "In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." In the 1st
chapter of the Gospel of John, we are beyond time and out of time. It
is the eternal existence of Jesus Christ our Lord. "In the beginning
the Word Was'." The eternal Son of the Father, the Word, was from
eternity. "In the beginning the Word was." Oh, the sublime, holy
announcement· which that statement brings to us! It puts solid
ground under our feet. Take away the Godhead of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and you have destroyed everything connected with Christianity;
take away the Manhood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and you have completed the destruction. But keep them both in the Unity of one
Person, and how perfect all is. "The Word became flesl!." Oh, what
a Rock in a weary land He is !
" The Word became flesh." I venture to translate it so. I do not
like the word, " made." He 'Who was, ever was in the glory of His
Person~Who is and was God-became flesh. He was pleased to
come down to be with us here in the weakness and trial and difficulty
of the position we were in. "He became flesh." And it goes on to
say, . that "He dwelt among us." That is so comforting-the
" appearances" of the Old Testament are now replaced by the actual
abiding of this Blessed One here as " Man with man." He was" God
with God" from all eternity; in time He was pleased to be Man with
1nan.

Oh, brethren, do you not feel that there is a Rock, an impregnable
and immovable Rock, put under your feet the moment you come to
the true Holy Ghost understanding of the Person of our Lord Jesus
Christ?
Then we have Him further in this first chapter as the Creator of
everything; afterwards He is set forth as the Redeemer; but here
He is the Creator of all things, all things received being through Him.
It was the simple fiat of His own Divine command that constituted
and brought into being everything that is here in this world.
Further, let us' observe, He is "The Life." "In Him was life;
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehendeth it not." This is a reciprocal statement. You may affirm of the life what you affirm of the light, and
you may affirm of the light what you affirm of the life. He was the
life and He was the light of the world, which was immersed in darkness, and there was no life or light outside of His Blessed Person.
Thus we see Him, therefore, as the complete and absolute denial of all
those philosophical arguments, well weighed and well arranged, which
have never chased away one single speck of darkness from any mind
and heart, and have never ministered a single atom of comfort to any
distressed soul, or conscience. Well may we singH

Snn of my soul, Thou Saviour dear,
It is not night if Thou be near."
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Now, you remember it is stated here, " We beheld His glory." I
want you to fix your minds upon that expression for a moment. "'The
Word became flesh, and tabernacled or dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory." There are three glories of our Lord Jesus Christ spoken of
ill Scripture, namely, His personal glory, His official glory, and His
moral glory. His personal glory He always veiled save all special
occasions, when faith pierced the veil, or when it was demanded that
He should display Himself exactly as to Who He was. His official
glory was also largely veiled throughout His blessed life here, but His
moral glory always shone, and that word is so significant of that great
fact--" He could not be hid." There was that piercing holy light that
came from Jesus Christ our Lord, that shed its own bright rays everywhere. It marked His footsteps and His path all through the years
of His gracious ministry upon earth, and it is embodied in and inscribed
upon every page of the Gospels.
You can find that moral glory shining throughout every page of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and beaming forth in all the blessed
life and pathway of the ministry of Jesus Christ our Lord. It is
perfectly true that it was too brilliant for man; it convicted him, it
brought him in guilty with regard to his blindness oftentimes; but
still for all that, there it was, throughout the lifetime of the Lord
Jesus. And now mark what the Word says with regard to this" We beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the
Father."
Let us look at that a moment_ There is a deep blessedness, beloved
brethren, in those words, "The glory as of the Only Begotten of
the Father "-that is to say, the glory of the relationship in which He
Himself as the Son ever subsisted with the Father. "We beheld His
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father "--a holy, tender
kind of thing, nothing visible, nothing that the human eye could
discern or rest upon, but a relationship that subsisted between the
Father and the Son, in Whom the Father stood confessed and revealed
wherever there was faith to see it. "We beheld that glory."
Then there is another word here, "full "-the plenitude of grace
and truth. And a little further on you will find those two words
again used in connection with our Lord Jesus Christ in contrast with
the Law. "The Law was given by Moses, but grace and truth subsists in Jesus Christ." And it is very interesting to see that the Greek
verb there is in the singular, as if the Spirit of God intended our hearts
and thoughts to take in this fact that they were to be looked at as
one fact in Him. "G1-aec and truth subsisted in Jesus Christ," so in
all His pathway we can see Him, going from glory to glory; I mean,
this moral glory shone out in all the pathway of the hlessed Lord
Jesus Christ here in this world. For example, the glory of the perfect
Man shone in His person, as born of a virgin. Deny the virgin birth,
therefore, to-day, and you deny the glory of His perfect humanity_
Cast aside this truth, and you destroy the perfection of a glory that
shone in Him. The glory of the Lord, then, is seen in all His ways
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and in all His character, as He lived for thirty years in the solitudes
of Nazareth subject to His parents after the flesh.
But we have as well the Father's glory revealed in His ministry
and in His service in the hills and valleys of the Holy Land. And
now the glory of God is in the face of the One Who, through death, and
resurrection, and ascension, has seated Himself in wondrous right
upon His Father's throne. The whole glory of God to-day is shining
in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord, for it is written, " God Who commanded that out of darkness light should shine is the God That hath
shined in our hearts, for the shining out of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
Now, may I pursue the subject just a little further with regard to
His relationships to the world, as we have them revealed to us here in
the Scripture ~ The Lord Jesus Christ is spoken of in different ways
as " Conqueror of the world." He suffered from the world, and yet
was the blesser of the world. He was the One Who bestowed every
favour and every mercy that was ever known and received here iu
this world. What a wonderful force and charm there is in the words
addressed to His poor disciples just upon His leave-taking. What
touching tenderness, when He says, " Be of good cheer, be of good
courage, I have overcome the world."
And let us never forget, my beloved friends, that it is that great
truth of His overcoming the world that breaks its power over our
hearts; in that is our real secret of strength for victory. I need not
speak of how He suffered in atonement for siu. He bore the wrath
of God, due to sin, as the appointed Victim, " the Lamb of God." He
also suffered as the Righteous Witness for God against the world,
because of its deep revolt aud rehellion, yet at the same time He was
the Blesser, the Helper, the Stay, the Supporter, in every need, in
every trial, and in every distress.
In closing, suffer a few words further-and I hope I shall not be
entrenching unduly upon the subject of to-morrow The subject of
to-day is The Person of Jesus; the subject of to-morrow is The Work
of Jesus; and I would like to point out to you that in the first chapter
of John-in the early verses especially-we have the deep depths of
the Person of the Lord Jesus most blessedly unfolded to the view of
faith; whereas from the 18th verse we have the great work of the
Lord Jesus Christ spoken of! It is very interesting when one recalls
the fact that the old writers-beloved men of God, who have passed
off the scene, and who were not (if I may venture to say it) second to
any living persons in their appreciation of the Person of our Lord, or
in their devotion to Him-these old writers called the first part of
the 1st chapter of the Gospel of John " The golden preface"; that
was their impression of the opening words of the Gospel; whereas
the Gospel itself they termed" The heart of Christ." How blessed it
is, and how one loves to think of the saints of God of nineteen hundred
years ago, who had a Godly appreciation not only of the Gospel, but
of the Blessed Person Who was revealed in it.
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Now, from the 29th verse on to the 35th verse, which, as I have
said, properly belongs to the subject of to-morrow, we have the great
difference between our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, and a mere Man of
history, Who is simply looked at, as we regard persons who have been
famous in our day and generation, and whose lives have been written
in volumes for our admiration and information. Oh, the difference
that shines out here in the closing words of this first chapter of John!
A mere historical Christ is in distinct contrast with a living Person
and Presence. A mere historical Christ may interest your mind and
reason, but when your heart is bowed and broken, you crave for a
person, you long for one who can stand beside you, and whose voice
you can hear, and whose touch you can feel, and whose hush falls
upon your spirit and your soul; and that is exactly what we have
in Jesus Christ our Lord. It is He Who wins, He Who sat?:sfies, He
Who fills; and you never will get winning, or satisfying, or filling,
outside of Him.
Then in the close of John i., observe the two "Beholds "-the
hehold of His blessed Work in verse 29, and the behold of His adorable
Person in verse 36. Mark well the absorption of John's whole soul
with the Blessed One. There was welling up in his heart, as He stood
before him as the Lamb of God, the lamb of the Old Testament,
the lamb of Abraham, the lamb of the morning and the evening of
Leviticus, the lamh of the whole Scripture; there was, I say, welling
lip in John's heart waters that carried them away from John to Jesus.
I think I hear them saying, " That must be a wonderful Jesus That
has met that man's heart; that must be a wonderful Jesus That has
satisfied the longings of that man's soul." "The two disciples heard
Him speak and followed Jesus," and He asked the question, " What
seek ye?" And they answered, "Rabbi, where dwellest Thou? "
It was not often His blessed ears heard that cry in the wastes of this
world. It was not often that persons came to Him and said, " Where
dost Thou dwell ?" "And they came and saw where He dwelt,
and they abode with Him." Oh, what longings were met that day,
what cravings of heart were satisfied that day, what difficulties were
solved that day, what darkness was dispelled that day, when they
came and found Him the most accessible of men, just as He is to-day;
and, although He has exchanged the earth {or the heavens, the Father's
glory, yet He is the same Jesus as when He walked the wastes of this
world.
To Him be all the praise for all that He is, lor all that He has done,
and for all that He will be through eternity!
IF God will work to save, who shall let it? and if God will work to
destroy, who or what shall let it ?-Joseph Caryl.
THAT which makes a man really fruitful before God, is the Holy
Ghost taking the things of Christ, and bringing them home to the
soul.-The late Rev. W. H. Krause, A.M.
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NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. J. ORMISTON.
" Our soul waiteth for the Lord: lIe is our help and our shield. For
our heart shall reioice in Him,. because we have trusted in His
holy Name. Let Thy mercy, 0 Lord, be upon us, according as we
hope in Thee."-PsALM xxxiii. 20, 21, 22.

GOD pours out on His servants strength in the day of their need.
Our soul is a waiting soul-" Our soul waiteth for the Lord." It is so
strange that this word" soul" is in the singular number. This is
the soul of His saints; surely, setting forth the communion of saints,
and they are spoken of as having one soul, and they are all waiters
on the Lord. How blessed it is that God should have a waiting people,
a people who are shut up to their necessities-left to the Lord. He
careth for His saints-" He is our help and our shield." He perfects
His strength in the weakness of His people. They have many and
great needs, but the Lord knoweth them all. He hides Himself behind
our wall. That is a remarkable Scripture which we have in the Song
of Solomon-" Behold, He standeth behind our wall," that is the
place of supply. He standeth as our strength" behind our wall" as
it is a place of separation, and He abounds in mercies in that place of
supply. "He is our help," we have proved it, and we expect to have
frequent and great discoveries of Himself. We measure our help by
our need. He is the Supply of our necessities and" our shield "-our
defence. He has laid help upon the Mighty One. Oh, what a shield
we have! Build your hopes on Him, build your expectations on Him.
He will uncover His promises to His waiting people. You have some
of these promises on which you are resting your hope, dear dear people
-the Lord bless you in your time of hoping. Your help from the
Lord is commensurate with His promises. Oh, you can not wait in
vain, you can not hope in vain, your Shield will not deceive you. He
keepeth covenant and mercy for His people. They are poor and
needy, but He is their great Shield-their precious Shield at all times.
He has kept His promises to a thousand generations, and He keepeth
them still.
" For our heart shall rejoice in Him."-God has assured this to His
people, and He will not, can not come short of its performance; there
is no change in Him. He is faithful. "Because we have trusted in
His holy Name."-We find our blessed satisfaction in Him, our prospects are bound up in Him. We hope in His Name. He has kept His
word year after year, time after time, and He keepeth covenant still.
His word is faithful, and He is the substance of our hope. Oh, trust
in Him still, dear children of God. You may be needy, you may be
few and growing fewer, but what are these things to the faithful God
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Who keepeth covenant and mercy for His dear saints 1 Oh, lean on
Him, expect great things of Him, and you shall not be disappointed.
Hope in Him at all times. Look upon us, 0 Lord, according as we
hope in Thee. I am poor and weak, but I am a hoper in God's promises,
and He is faithful unto death, and will not cast us out nor cut us off.
" Let Thy mercy, 0 Lord, be upon us." That is what we need so
much-mercy from the Lord, " according as we hope in Thee." All our
salvation and all our hope are shut up to Him, are centred in Him. "He
keepeth all His bones, not one of them is broken "-there is not a
broken bone in the body of the Lord Jesus. The Lord watches over
His saints and will keep them to the end. Let us rest, dear friends,
in Him. He keeps a strict and perfect account of His matters. He
says, " He keepeth all His bones." He has counted them all and has
placed them in position-all of them. His dear people are His kept
people, His watched-over and kept people. "Trust in Him at all
times; ye people, pour out your heart before Him; God is a Refuge
for us." May the Lord bless and keep you, dear people, and make
you to rejoice in Him and His great salvation always, to the endthe perfect end.
NOT YET TURNED UNTO HIM.

" Your young men have I slain with the sword . . . Yet have ye not
returned unto Me, saith the LOTd."-A~IOs iv. 10.
ONE of the saddest features of the present war is the long death·roll
of the youth of our country. The lists of young men from twenty
to thirty-three years of age cut down by the sword of the enemy and
numbered with the dead make mournful reading, testifying that
many families in all ranks of society, notably the highest, have been
plunged into grief and stricken with sorrow in their tenderest affections.
Such a day of trouble and desolation calls upon us as a nation and
people to inquire of the Lord as David did and as Job did. "And
David enquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, It is for Saul,
and for his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites " (2 Sam. xxi.
1); "I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore
Thou contendest with me" (Job x. 2). Here we have the Lord Most
High contending with a nation as such, and with an individual man;
and yet is He magnified, exalted, and sanctified in all His ways and
doings when He is acknowledged by a sincere inquiry as to the why
and the wherefore, by the subjects of His holy, righteous, and severe
chastisements. For only He knows. "He That chastiseth the
heathen, shall not He correct 1 He That teacheth man knowledge,
shall not He know 1 "
What a turning unto God, His Word, His Truth in the everlasting
Gospel, and His way upon the earth, was there by England at the
time of the great and blessed Reformation from popery; and hence
His way of salvation was made known upon earth and His savmg
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health among all nations. 'fhen as a nation and people we turned
from idols to God-from crosses, candles, altars, images, and all the
false' doctrine of which such things are the outward manifestation,
the chief features of the Mystery Babylon-popery. We as a nation
turned from these to serve the living and true God, and to wait in all
His ways appointed in His Word, for His Son from heaven, Whom
He raised from the dead, even Jesus, Who delivered us from the wrath
to come.
This began to be done by us when Henry VIII. threw off the galling
yoke and usurped tyranny of the pope of Rome, affirming that the
pope had no jurisdiction, and 80 was not to be obeyed, in this realm
of England. So Mr. Huntington was quite correct when he remarked:
.. Henry VIII. was no saint, yet he let in the Gospel." And in this
national turning to God from popish idols and doctrines, advance was
made in the following reign-that of his choice excellent son, King
Edward VI., who abhorred the very mention of the word Mass.
Well was he named" The J osiah of Gospel time."
From that auspicious day to this have we as a nation and people
had our testing times, our turning to God from the religion of creaturemerit, and the Lord's own blessing following thereupon, and His
mighty interposition for our safety and deliverance, as witness the
events of 1588, 1688, 1788, not forgetting November 5th, 1605. And
our prosperity has followed upon our turning unto the Lord in the
things that concern the solemn spiritual worship of our God, our
worshipping Him" in Spirit and in truth," and not by idols or any
other way not warranted by Him in His Word.
But what has been the chief work going on among us as a nation
and people during the past seventy years? Has it been a turning
unto God as the God of Truth and Salvation? Has it not in great
measure been the very reverse? Whence is it that our young men
on leaving such seats of learning as Oxford and Cambridge evidence
a leaning to Rome and every distinctive doctrine she holds and
enforces on her dupes? Whence, but from the evil leaven that has
been hid in the three measures of wholesome Reformation meal till
the whole has been leavened. (See EDITOR'S Sermon, "The Leaven
of Ritualism.") Can it be said that in the legislative Acts exercised
by us in a national capacity, there has been a following up of and a
continuing in Reformation doctrine, principles, and practice? No
proposition has ever on the earth been more clearly demonstrated
than that in the past seventy years we have, as a nation and people,
turned our back upon the Lord God, His Truth and His everlasting
Gospel, and turned both our face and our feet after every abomination
of "The great whore" that sitteth upon many waters. Was not
our recent legislative Act of setting aside the King's Declaration Oath
against the Mass a turning away from God in favour of His enemy
Rome? Was not the even more recent entering into of diplomatic
relations with the" man of sin," a no less turning away from God
and from His King Whom He hath set upon His holy hill of Zion, the
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alone Head of the Church of God and the Governor among the nations ?
And now that the Lord has done as He hath spoken, called for a sword
and visited us and slain our young men, does it not stand as a truth
and as fact against us that we have not turned unto Him? for markuntil we do there is no proof that God's hand, now heavy upon us in
slaying our young men, has had that effect upon us it is so fit to have,
for the honour, glory, and majesty of His great and holy Name and
also for our national well-being.
Is there any thing on the earth more precious and dear to God than
His Word, His Gospel, and His people? Let, then, nations as such
beware how they act with regard to these. To give place to the
monstrous demands of Rome in our midst is but to increase confusion
among us, and to stumble at noonday-the noonday of Reformation
light-as we did in the night of papal darkness. How long shall such
vain thoughts lodge within us as to think of uniting darkness with
light and joining Christ with Belial? Is this an acceptable thing in
the eyes of Him Whose eyes are upon the Truth? Thus, until we see
a genuine clearance of Rome's doctrines and practices from our midst,
we shall not see a turning unto Him That hath smitten our young
men.
But shall our national stubbornness in this make the counsel and
purpose of God of none effect? Hear the ",'ords of a most gracious
woman, a mother in Israel, the friend and admirer of dear James
Hervey, with which I conclude:.. He'll travel in His God-like strength,
To make an end of her at length;
If all the cries, the groans, the prayers,
Of His dear children whom He hears,
That in all ages have been slain,
Ca.n ruin npon Rome obtain,
It shall be done. For now He will

The prayers of all His saints fulfil;
Those that beneath the altar lay,
He bade them a while longer stay,
Until their brethren should be killed
And the sufferings of His body tilled;
And then He'll grant the saints' request,
Upon the Antichristian • Beast.'
If God's great Word that can't be broke
Which long ago foretold this stroke,
Can bring about her overthrow
It must undoubtedly be so.
God's Word, Christ's love and faithfulness,
The prayers of saiuts in their distress
With Rome's iniquity being full,
Will all at once for vengeance call:
Then lilre a mighty millstone, sbe
Shall be cast down into the sea."

Birkenliead.

G. A.
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THE TRINITY.

" There are Three That bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
alul the Holy Ghost: and these Three are One."-l JOHN v. 7.
SUCH is the declaration of God's Word, to be adhered to by the Church
of God against all odds, all difficulties, all trials, all enemies whether
within or without-the Church to which the Lord! Jesus fulfils all
His promises, giving comfort to one, strength to another, healing to
yet another, and to everyone according to his need. "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee." "Underneath are the everlasting
arms." "The eternal God is thy refuge."
None but God's people have a heart knowledge of or belief ill
the doctrine of the Trinity. Infidels spurn it, Papists blaspheme it,
Unitarians deny it, and the professor contradicts it. Infidels deny
the existence of a God, and thus of necessity deny the Three in One.
Papists blaspheme the doctrine of the Trinity, for they profess to
believe in God, and yet regard the pope as His representative on eartha man conceived in sin and shapen in iniquity. This is plainly a
blasphemy against God the Father, Who holds the eartb in His fist,
and rules the nations of the world as it pleases Him. With regard to
God the Son, they set aside the one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus, and interpose a sinful woman-a woman
certainly blessed among women to be called the mother of Jesus,
but who rejoiced in God her" Saviour." Our Lord, when sojourning
here below, spoke very expressly about God the Holy Ghost. "He
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never forgiveness."
A solemn warning, beloved, to you and to me. How do Papists
blaspheme the Holy Ghost 1 By confessing their sins to a priest and
receiving so-called absolution from him, and by attempting to buy
forgiveness of sins through the systems of Masses and Purgatory_
My precious Bible (I wish it were more so) teaches me that without
shedding of blood there is no remission of sins, but tbat all the people
of God are cleansed in the precious blood shed on Calvary, and their
pardon is sealed with those triumphant words of our Lord's, "It is
finished." What remains then in the plan of salvation 1 The
application of that blood by the Holy Ghost to the souls of the
elect. He it is, the Holy Ghost, Who convinces of sin, righteousness, and judgment to come, and in the fulness of time-that
period known to God-applies the atoning blood. The Unitarian,
as the term denotes, denies the doctrine of the Trinity, and in
particular the Divinity of Christ. "The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned." 0 man! "Who
maketh thee to differ from another 1 and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive 1" The professor has the letter of Truth but lacks
tbe power of the Spirit. Like Bunyan's Talkative, he can speak of
all things from many standpoints, but never is brought feelingly to
know anything of God's most holy law _~He may speak glowingly
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of the Gospel from head knowledge, but denies it in his heart and
ultimately in his life. AB the Apostle says, .. They went out from
us, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us " ;
otherwise .. they would no doubt have continued with us." Other
professors deny the sovereignty of God, in that they make an idol
of free-will.
Let us examine our own calling. Are we only hearers of the Word ~
Have we faith with works ~ or is our faith dead, having no works ~
Are we concerned about it 1 Do we cry out with the hymn-writer :., 'T is a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no,
Am I His, or am I not?"
The question is too important to be passed by. Are we interested
in the eternal purposes in Christ Jesus before the world began ~ Let
us take heed lest seeming to stand we fall, as it is written: .. The
Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked . . . how art thou fallen
.. how art thou cut down to the ground" (Isa. xiv. 5, 12).
Beloved, have you recognized the importance of this doctrine.. There are Three That bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost" ~
.. The Father." To Whom ~ To His Son, the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth. Read John xvii. "Father, glorify
Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee." "Glorify Thou Me
with Thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee before the
world was."
" Father" also as touching His saints. .. Holy Father, keep
through Thine own Name those whom Thou hast given Me." Well
might the Gentile Apostle write, .. Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will." "Thine they were," says our precious Christ,
.. and Thou gavest them Me." "Bring My sons from far, and My
daughters from the ends of the earth." And there is a day coming
when the Lord will make up His jewels-" Behold I and the children
which God hath given Me."
And is God not a Father in His providential gifts and appointments ~
The gold and silver are His and the cattle upon a thousand hills;
not a sparrow falls to the ground without Him; the wild beasts seek
their food from Him. He is a Father too in all afllictious, sorrows,
troubles, temptations, and chastisements. For if we endure chastening,
then are we sous and not bastards. When our father and mother
forsake us, then the Lord will take us up. And is He not a Father
to the prodigals ~ Yes, bring forth the best robe, and put it on him,
and a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. Every mansion will
be inhabited in heaven, in that rest that remaineth to the people of
God.
.. The Word." John tells us the Word was God, and without Him
7
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was not anything made that was made. And in the Book of Proverbs
we read: "Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
I brought forth: while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the
fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When He
prepared the heavens, I was there: when He set a compass upon the
face of the depth; when He established the clouds above; •.. when
He appointed the foundations of the earth: then I was oy Him, as
one brought up with Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing
always before Him." To the unbelieving Jews this precious Word
says, " Before Abraham was, I AM," for" He is before all things and
by Him all things consist." And this " Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us." "For the life was manifested, and we have seen
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was manifested unto us." "That," says the
Apostle, "which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that
ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." "That eternal life" !
" This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent." Oh, beloved, to know
Him, and to be known of Him! This is He, of Whom it is written
He sweated in the garden being in an agony; He, Who suffered sinful
men to spit on and to smite Him, reproach and scorn Him, mock and
blaspheme Him, put a crown of thorns upon His head, nail Him to a
tree, and pierce Him with a spear. For whom 1 Angels 1 No.
"Never did angels taste above,
Redeeming grace and dying love."
Was it for me 1 Was it for you 1 One writes :"And why, dear Saviour, tell me why
Thou thus wouldst suffer, bleed, and die?
What mighty motive could Thee move?
The motive's plain; 't was all for love."

Do you know anything of the love of God shed abroad in the heart
the hope of glory 1 Has the Sun of Righteousness arisen with healing
in His wings 1 The length, breadth, depth, and height of the love
of God have never been measured-that love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
H

On such love, my soul, still ponder,
Love so great, BD rich, so free;

Say, whilst lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 Lord, such love to me?
Hallelujah I
Grace shall reign eternally."
"There are Three That bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost." The Holy Ghost. Yes, He Who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son. He it is Who makes a sinner have a
feeling knowledge of his sins; brings him to see himself under God's
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most holy law, to see its righteousness and his own incapability of
keeping it; brings him to know that judgment must come after death,
and like the Psalmist leads him in experience to cry out, " The pangs
of death gat hold upon me." The poor soul thus taught knows himself wretched, miserable, naked, blind-" dead in trespasses and sins" ;
knows he has offended in one point of the law and is thus guilty of all,
and that out of Christ God will by no means clear the guilty, and is a
consuming fire. Beloved, have you had to cry out, under the operations of God the Holy Ghost, "God be merciful to me a sinner" ?
Then wait for Him. He Who began a good work will finish it. He
Who has wounded thee will apply the pardoning blood of Christ to
heal thee. Some day, in His own appointed time, He will be gracious
unto thee saying, " Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have
found a ransom"; "Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee."
And what else does this glorious third Person of the Trinity do ?
Why, He is an Interpreter in the things of God, gives light on the
sacred pages of Truth, brings all things to our remembrance, guides
us by His counsel, comforts us in distress, upholds us in weakness,
stands by us in trial, fulfils the promises in our experience, and takes
of the things of Jesus and shows them unto us. Yea, the blessed
Scriptures themselves were given under His Divine instruction, for
" holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
He gives power, working in God's people to will and to do of His own
good pleasure. Has He called you out of the world, away from the
pleasures it offers? Has He told you that living in the world you
are not of it; that" if any man love the world, the love of the Father
is not in him"? Has He given you treasure in heaven, where moth
doth not corrupt, and where thieves can not break through nor steal?
Oh! friend, pray that your treasure may be in heaven, for where the
treasure is, there will the heart be also. To them who believe He is
precious. May the Holy Ghost thus make that precious Christ our
treasure, that there maybe none upon earth we desire beside Him
and none in heaven to compare with Him.
" And these Three are One "-One in eternity, One in sovereiguty,
One in the eternal Covenant ordered in all things and sure, One in
equality, One in power, One in honour, One in glory, One in all the
attributes of the blessed Godhead, One in the eternal purposes in
Christ Jesus before the world began. For we read: "Whom He
did foreknow, He also did predestinate. . . . Moreover whom He did
predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified." One
in Covenant engagement, for whom the Father predestinates, the
Son redeems, and the Holy Ghost sanctifies. We must insist upon
that oneness of the Triune J ehovah which is set forth in the Word of
God. "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob
are not consumed." "I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
" There are Three That bear record "-" And this is the record,
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that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He
that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life." Have you the Son 1 Have you a desire for Him 1
What kind of a desire 1 Herod had a desire because he had heard
many wonderful things of Him, and thought John the Baptist was
risen from the dead. Have you a desire 1 Who gave it to you 1
If it is born of God you will sigh and groan and mourn over your sins;
you will fear the promises are not to you, that you have no interest
in His atoning blood. AIe you concerned about your never-dying soul 1
He has spoken, and shall He not perform 1 " To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My
word." Are you poor 1 Do you tremble 1 Then there is life, and
you must be among the living, and King Hezekiah said, " The living,
the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day." "Fear not, little
flock." His Word shall not return to Him void, it shall accomplish
that whereto He doth send it, as it pleaseth Him. It may be after
many days, but it is sure. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
His Word abideth for ever. "Where the word of a king is, there is
power." A king 1 say you. Yes, a glorious King. The Holy Ghost
has partly revealed Him, for John writes in the Spirit, " I saw heaven
opened, and behold a white horse; and He That sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were
many crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but
He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and His name is called the Word of God." "And He hath on His
vesture and on His thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD
OF LORDS." "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him." A solemn warning to the careless and indifferent,
to the Sabbath-breaker and the blasphemer, to the idolater and the
self-righteous. Oh! what a mercy to be reckoned among the disciples
of our Lord, who take up the cross and follow Him, choosing rather
to suffer amiction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season.
Beloved, do these things trouble you 1 Pray over them. The
wicked know no changes and have no bands in their death, but" The
Lord That helped thee hitherto will help thee all the journey through."
" He can not have taught thee to trust in His Name, and thus far
have led thee to put thee to shame."
Oh! that God would make bare His almighty arm in manifesting
Himself to many poor sinners, testifying to His people that He is
still adding to the Church such as are ordained to eternal life. Would.
there not be rejoicing in heaven above and among the people of God
below! And then shall be consummated in glory that which is begun
on earth, for nothing can separate the people of God from His love
which is in Christ Jesus.
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"When snch '8 gniUy wretch as I,
Deserviug naught but misery,
Shall iu fnll glory be,
With all the blood·bought throng above,
I'll sing the riches of Thy love
Thronghout eternity.
"I'll tell the Father, and the Son,
And the blest Spirit, Three in One,
I'm saved by grace Divine;
And in a strong immortal voice
In this one God will I rejoice,
And never more repine. H
"Thus heaven shall raise His honours high,
And earth and time grow old and die."

Beloved, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love Him."
"Now unto Him That is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever," to the never·ending praise of a Triune
Jehovah.
Pre.,twich.
C. ASHLEY KEELING.
THE LANSDOWNE :MISSION, SOMKELE. ZULULAND.
As I am spending about three weeks with Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins at
the Lansdowne Mission, Somkele, Zululand, I am pleased to have
the opportunity of recording my impressions of the Lord's work as
I have seen it in this isolated part of His Vineyard.
It has been a great joy to me to see how much" The Great Shepherd
of the sheep" has been pleased to accomplish by apparently very
limited human agency.
The work, as most of my readers will know, has grown up entirely
under the Rev. J. Hawkins, who came to it about eighteen years
ago. He began with a wagon and a tent, among the hills of Somkele,
surrounded by Zulu kraals, and with" bush" here and there, in which
troops of monkeys and wild beasts of almost every description are
still to be found. God has so prospered the work that at the present
time there is a fairly full equipment of

Mission Buildings.
These include a Church, two Residences for the Staff, a SchooIroom,
Dining and Sleeping Apartments for the young men and boys, and
similar apartments for the young women and girls; together with a
number of outbuildings, including sheds for wagons and for bullock
and donkey teaIDS, etc.
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Wben we consider that for a long period Mr. Hawkins lived and
worked with no other helper than his wife, and that. sometimes they
had to wait for a passing Zulu woman to fetch a bucket of water for
threepence, the present network of buildings, with s·urrounding grounds
and gardens, is a sight truly marvellous.
The Government gave ten acres of land ·which has been conveyed
to Mr. Hawkins, and there is the liberty of considerable grazing outside
these limits.
.
Moral and Spiritual Work.

But the external growth and development are only faint indications
of what is being effected by Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins and their limited
but devoted staff of workers, in the moral and spiritual advancement
of the Zulus of Somkele and its neighbourhood. Even from a moral
point of view the contrast is very wonderful. Indeed, the transformation can only be properly understood by seeing, as I have, the natives
in their kraals, where from earliest infancy they are surrounded by
an atmosphere of impurity and demonology, and comparing this with
life at the Mission Station.
To those of my readers who have previously followed the hist,ory
of the Mission it will be no new thing to be told that everything which
is done there is permeated with the devotional spirit. Prayer and
praise, and the reading and ministry of the Word of God saturate
the labours of every day. Work in the fields and gardens, and the
necessary household duties, begin at 5.0 o'clock. "Family" prayer
is at 7.30. The school routine commences at 9.0 o'clock, when there
is a hymn, reading, and exposition of Scripture, and prayer. The
" Scripture Union" portion is generally taken, but there is also a
strong "Berrean Band." I had the satisfaction of hearing several
of the latter repeat their month's texts in English. All did so creditably, and several with almost perfect enunciation of the English
words.
Religil>us Serviees.

In addition to assisting Ill!. Hawkins with Services in the kraals,
I have been privileged to preach several times in the Church on Sunday.
At one of these Services nearly 100 Zulus were present, quite half of
whom came from the kraals. It is a rich treat to hear the sweet
voices of the forty or more members of the Mission, singing Gospel
hymns from the Zulu Hymnal, both in Church and Schoolroom. .
De~otional

Services.

Two of the days of my visit were set apart for Devotional Services.
when I gave five special addresses. On the evening of the second
day a Testimony Meeting was held. Accustomed as I have been to
the reserved English character, it caused no little surprise to witness
Zulu young men and young women standing up and giving their
"testimony," and mentioning any special reason for which they
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requested the prayers of the members-some of these were only twelve
or fourteen years of age. Individual prayer from the same source was
also a marked feature of the Saturday evening Prayer Meeting. On
the occasion mentioned, they thanked God for sending the new
" Umfundisi" (minister) to teach them more of His words.
It also transpired at the above meetings that some of the girls were
fearful of having to go back to their kraals; and they prayed that
their brothers and sisters might have grace and courage given to them
to come out from their evil surroundings. Young men too, who had
been for a time on the mines, thanked God for keeping them from
the evils of association with other natives among whom vice is rampant;
and also for the sustaining power which came to them through the
conviction that prayer was being made at the Mission on their behalf.
The father of one of the young men was a " Witch Doctor," but as
the son refused to succeed him when he died, the mother qualified
by the necessary two years' mysterious training. She then took up
the "profession," which, alas, in these cases really amounts to
" possession" by demons.

Pioneer Work.
Lansdowne Mission has, I believe, been the pioneer In a special
feature of Evangelical Zulu Missionary work. It was the first to
establish permanent houses to provide "Homes" for those who
wished to join them. The inmates are those who have voluntarily
left their kraals and families, and have asked to be taken into the
Institution. One such case, a young boy, came direct from his kraal
whilst this brief account was in preparation. In the case of girls
this often leads to trouble. All Zulu girls marry, and they are a
valuable" property" to their fathers, who sell them fo'r marriage at
a good price. Hence their owners are often enraged when their
daughters leave the kraal, and they demand, and sometimes violently
enforce, their return, although their value would be paid whenever
and wherever they were married. They are, however, never given
back without a struggle, but unfortunately the magistrates encourage
fathers to insist upon a girl returning to her heathen kraal. In not
a few such cases girls, after being cruelly beaten by fathers and brothers,
have returned to the Mission, and have hidden in the" bush" when
their relatives have come again to seek them. Such often prove to
be fine characters.
Spiritual Results.
Christian workers know how difficult it is to tabulate spiritual
results. It is, however, gratifying to know that in addition to the
moral advantages of such an Institution as this at Somkele, the con·
ductors have had the intense satisfaction of realizing what is indeed
their supreme desire, namely, the conversion of many of their
students. It will therefore be easily understood that unmingled joy
fills their souls when marriages take place between those who have
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been brought up in the Institution and have been truly converted to
God, and can consequently testify clearly to their salvation through
the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole establishment then combines to
build them a " square house," to take the place of the" hut "-and
when its owners are found i)l the years that follow, surrounded by
an extensive patch of garden, "clothed and in their right mind,"
there is cause for unfeigned thankfulness to our heavenly Father.
Of course the Mission has its trials through defection, opposition,
etc., etc. When a trusted Evangelist disappoints them in the work,
or the spiritual side of it seems to decline, there are very serious
moments. It is, too, as I have witnessed, a heart-breaking experience
when a girl who has been the object of prayer and of motherly solicitude and careful training for years, determines to throw in her lot
with an unconverted Zulu and to become his wife. This usually ends
in her being one of several wives to a man who is in every respect
unworthy of her.

Medical Work.
But my space is almost exhausted, and I have said nothing of the
"Medical Work," which is in the hands of Mrs. Hawkins. Her
" Hospital," up to the time of writing, consisted of the narrow limits
of a native hut, and the" Dispensary" was an inconveniently small
office. To-day it has been my great privilege to take the opening
ceremony of a really pretty and commodious" New Hospital." The
movement for its erection was inaugurated by Mrs. Hawkins in April
last, as a "Jubilee" memorial of her husband. The old Hospital
was used for carrying on work which, besides saving the lives of many,
especially women and children, has been the means of holding several
under the sound of the Gospel for extended periods, during which
time they have been led to the Lord and have confessed Him as their
Saviour. Whilst I was here, amongst other cases of interest, a baby was
carried by its mother a distance of eight miles, to be attended by
Mrs. Hawkins. It had fallen on the fire whilst the mother was at
tillage in the field. The nearest Medical Mission is sixty miles away,
and the nearest medical practitioner resides at about the same
distance. Of course those who come to the Mission for medical relief
are expected to attend the brief morning service.
When the new scheme was started, the Union Government, quite
unsolicited, made a grant of £50 towards the Building, and sent a
courteous letter wishing the project much success. Friends in the
United Kingdom, South Africa, America as far as Nova Scotia, the
Mauritius, and Australia, have also generously contributed to the
fund, so that all the money required for the building was in hand at
the opening. This was used for the purchase of material and fittings
not procurable locally. The actual erection, and the supply of stone,
etc., was effected by Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins and the members of the
Mission. Mrs. Hawkins and the girls have gone at 5 o'clock in the
morning with the wagon to cut the five-feet or six-feet high grass
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for the roof. Mr. Hawkins and the young men have dug out and
brought the stone for the foundations, and by a continued labour
of love they have carried out the erection to its completion. Only
one white artisan was on the work except Mr. Hawkins, who acted as
clerk of the works and in various other capacities.
The Hospital consists of a reception room, a consulting-room and a
dispensary fitted with a stove and the novelty of a water tap. There
is also a bedroom for the reception of serious obstetric and other
cases, and a bathroom. Previously Mrs. Hawkins was frequently
sent for across this hilly country (sometimes in the night) to attend .
serious cases in the kraals, with their stifling atmosphere. This part
of the work was so exacting that, combined with the malarious climate,
it has seriously impaired her health, and often of late she has been
brought to the point of fainting. The New Hospital will therefore
be a valuable acquisition. I understand that the sum of £50 is
required for its more complete furnishing and equipment.
The increase of permanent workers is also a very urgent matter at
the present moment. The Mission now has the assistance of Mrs.
Burgess who, with true Christian sympathy, relieves Mrs. Hawkins
of many household duties, but the work still devolving upon the
latter is very exacting. An excellent and thoroughly Godly native
teacher, and a well-qualified native assistant, constitute the teaching
and assistant staff now existing; besides help given by an experienced
native Evangelist who is married and lives in his own house, a
pattern to many. A lady helper has recently left, and there is
abundant scope for one or two Godly women to engage, under
God's blessing, in this truly laudable and blessed work.
There are other things I would like to refer to in connection with
the Mission, but I must now conclude.
I shall not have written in vain if the Holy Spirit is pleased to use
this brief record to confirm the interest already existing in this thrice·
blessed undertaking, and also to create for it enlarged sympathy and
support.
Of the unselfish devotion of those in charge of the Mission I can not
speak too highly. Their one desire is to bring the natives to a full
and saving knowledge of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Through good report and evil report they go forward in
faith, looking for the increase which God has graciously promised
to His Word, and in dependence upon Divine grace, with the supreme
desire that they shall" not be ashamed before HIM, at His coming."
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins send their Christian love and greetings to
you all; and I heartily commend them and their work to your prayerful
sympathy and fellowship in the Gospel.
Lansdowne Mission,
Somkele, Zululand.
November 9th, 1914.

J. J. BEDDow.
(Late Vicar

0/

Drypool, Hull,
England).
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THE EXCEEDING SINFULNESS OF SIN.

" 1 will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned
against Me,. and 1 will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they
have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against M e."JEREMIAH xxxiii. 8.
How comparatively little even the children of God realize the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and how well for us did we realize it more deeply.
May the Holy Spirit assist us while we now briefly consider the subject
in some of its aspects.'
From Isaiah lix. 2 we learn how sin separates us from God: "Your
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid His face from you, that He will not hear." And in Hosea
xiv. 2: " Thou hast fallen by thine iuiquity." From the former passage and from Psa. !xvi. 18, we also find that sin is a definite hindrance
to prayer. "He will not hear" while we are thus separated from Him,
not until all our sins have been borne away by the Lord J esns Christ
as our Substitute and Sin-bearer; and even in our renewed state, " if
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." We must
not expect the Lord to attend to our prayer if we are in any way knowingly, constantly, and unresistingly giving way to sin; or if we are
regarding" iuiquity in our heart." But if, like David, we "acknowledge" our sin, and desire to put it away and overcome it, we are led
by the Spirit to pray, " Wash me throughly from mine iuiquity, and
Cleanse me from my sin." Then we may be very sure that the Lord
will both forgive and cleanse, and also" hear" our prayer. Well does
the Spirit-taught child of God know how any sin indulged in interrupts the enjoyment of spiritual things and hinders communion with
the Lord-not for one moment does it cut off uuion with Him. Our
sins, if we are believers, will never divide us from Him to complete
separation. Union and commuuion are quite distinct. Union we
have by reason of our being believers; we have been by faith grafted
into the living Vine, and shall remain in Him everlastingly. But
commuuion with Him can be and is lost to us for the time being through
sin indulged in. Therefore we need constantly to watch and pray
against all sin. When, too, we are steadfastly minded to put away
some known sin, and are daily seeking to overcome some besetting
weakness, we must not and need not be unduly discouraged by our
many falls, but must cry again more mightily to our God to rescue us
from this power of Satan-" whom resist stedfast in the faith."
• Only so shall we regain and retain our communion with the Lord; it
is by His restraining power alone that we can maintain our communion
with Him-only as we abide in Him shall we remain in communion.
There is the same difference between union and communion as between
justification and sanctification. Justification is the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ for us. Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in us.
Once united to Christ by living faith, we are justified for ever. When
kept from giving away to sin by the Spirit, we are sanctified moment
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by moment. And in sd far as we are thus kept, our communion is
undisturbed and unbroken.
But not only does sin hinder the ascent of our prayers to God, it also
hinders the descent of His blessings upon us. That sin withholds good
things from us we are told in Jer. v. 25: "Your iniquities have turned
away these things [national blessings], and your sins have withholden
good things from you." And surely this is true of England to-day.
Many and great are our national sins and iniquities. "Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right ~" "And shall not I visit for these
things ~ saith the Lord." Yes! verily He is visiting us now for our
national sins and iniquities, and verily we merit His chastening hand.
The Lord grant that we profit by His visitation, and that we may be
brought back to righteousness and Godliness as a nation; but besides
being true of a nation, it is equally true of the Church collectively and
of the believer individually, that sin in any form restrains His hand,
and constrains Him to withhold good things. We need the grace of
God to keep us holy both as a corporate body, and as individual members of that body.
Perhaps nothing places sin in a clearer light than a vision of God
Himself. When Job realized-possibly as never before-the exceeding righteousness, greatness, and almighty power of God, he realized
intensely the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and was brought to say,
"Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job
xlii. 6). And from time to time every believer is brought to this too.
The more he realizes the holiness of God, the more he feels the sinfulness of sin, and like Paul he is constrained to cry out, " 0 wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 "
But, thank God, " we are more than conquerors through Him That
loved us."
Moreover, act.. of sin in the children of God not only separate from
God, hinder prayer, and withhold good things, but they bring shame
sooner or later. We find this shame referred to in Ezra ix. 6. The
Jews had been intermarrying with the heathen, and we find Ezra
mourning "for the affinity of the people with strangers." He
prayed unto God, and confessed the sin of the nation. "0 my God, I
am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God: for our
iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up
unto the heavens." He came before God with confession, and sorrow
for sin, and then proceeded to reformation. It must ever be so with
us. Godly sorrow induces confession, and true repentance brings
definite forsaking of the sin, whatever the sin maybe and whatever the
forsaking may cost. God only can enable us to overcome, and if we
constantly seek His grace for this, He will assuredly give it. Whereas
if we do not forsake the sin, but cling to it, our peace is destroyed and
our growth in grace is stayed.
Again, true penitence will produce strong self-abhorrence. In
Ezek. xxxvi. 31, following on the grand promises of the previous verses,
the Lord says to His people, " Then shall ye remember your own evil
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ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves
in your own sight for your iniquities." And again, Ezek. xx. 37. 43 :
" I will cause you to pass under the rod . . . and there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and
ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye
have committed." When the Lord's lovingkindness and tender mercies
and forgiving compassions are particularly borne in upon our hearts,
then do we indeed bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, and feel
with an overwhelming sense of shame something of what sin is in His
sight. This is a Godly penitence, that casts us afresh upon the
Lord for strength to overcome future temptations. And, dear fellowChristian, what a mercy we have to do with a loving, tender Father,
full of forgiveness, and willing to pardon and cleanse us day by day.
In the 7th and 8th chapters of the Epistle to the Romans we read
much about sin. Space forbids quoting the passages, but we may profit
by looking them up and pondering the subject as there presented to us.
Finally, a few thoughts on the forgiveness and remission of sins. We
are told in Zech. xiii. I, that in the day of redemption there waB" a
fountain opened . • . for sin and for uncleanness." The Lord Jesus
Christ opened that" fountain" by dying in our stead. "Who His
own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye were
healed" (1 Peter ii. 24). We also read that our sins were cast behind
His back (Isa. xxxviii. 17); cast" into the depths of the sea" (Micah
vii. 19); remembered no more (Jer. xxxi. 34; Heb. viii. 12), and that
though they" shall be sought for . . . they shall not be found" (Jer.
I. 20). This, beloved reader, is what becomes of the believer's sins.
Are your sins thus hidden and forgotten 1 Only one "fountain,"
the fountain of the Saviour's blood, can cover and cleanse our sins.
Oh! it is blessed beyond all things to be able to say, " Thou hast cast
all my sins behind Thy back." You remember how David places forgiveness as the first of all " benefits" or blessings in Psalm ciii.: "Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities" (v.v. 2, 3). Again, in verse 10 we have the definite
declaration, " He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities." And these words are preceded by the
unspeakably loving and precious assurances of verses 8 and 9: "The
Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide; neither will He keep His anger for ever."
His people are a forgiven people. The exceeding sinfulness of sin is
outweighed by the exceeding love of God and by the exceeding preciousness of the cleansing blood of the Lamb. He Who always keeps
His word has promised, "I will cleanse . . . and I will pardon all
their iniquities." "Who is a God like unto Thee, That pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage 1 He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth
in mercy" (Micah vii. 18).

Bria:ton.

ELEANOB CONYERS BOWER.
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"LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."
THE first printed words of Scripture that greeted my eyes in this new
year were the above. I felt them very cheering, and I to'ld my most
dearly loved friend with whom I was staying. She said: "What
sweet words for you for the New Year-' Let not your heart be
troubled.' Remember them and rest upon theQ'l." I meditated on
the word "troubled "-a word which I believe 'from the derivation
means" disturbed." You remember, dear reader, the description of
the troubling or disturbing of the water at the Pool of Bethesda when
" an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled
the water; whosoever then first after the troubling of the water
stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had." And so
the troubling brought the healing, as is often the case in God's dealings when He sends an angel to trouble the even flow of life. But the
troubling or disturbing must be of His own sending-not the troubled
heart of the believer troubling himself or herself with self-made
distresses.
" Let not your heart be troubled "-do not let your mind be disturbed by any untoward event. It is such a gentle, tender admonition
to entire satisfaction with Him and in Him and all His dealings. Not
disturbed-because He holds the key of all; not disturbed-because
He can unravel the tangle; not disturbed-because He has the full
control, He "sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King for
ever." Just think of it! "Sitteth upon the flood." The flood does
not embarrass Him in the least. He sitteth upon it. Sitting implies
being at ease; therefore thy trouble, dear reader, be it what it may, is
not too heavy for Him; nay, He will make it into a chariot of victory
for Himself and thee.
Then you know this Divine admonition goes on to say, "Ye believe
in God, believe also in Me." There is a yearning, loving note in this
appeal-" Believe also in Me." You have been with Me, have seen
Me, you know My works, you "believe in God, believe also in Me," for
you have seen I come from God. In St. John xii. 28, we read of Jesus
praying, "Father, glorify Thy Name. Then came there a voice from
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again."
Thus He had been manifested as God. In a previous verse we read
that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He was
come from God and went to God. "Believe also in Me," He saith,
.. I know ye believe in God; therefore believe ye also in Me."
" Let not your heart be troubled "-disturbed. Let your heart rest
in Me. Let your heart's peace be unruffled, undisturbed. Let not
your heart be disturbed even if bodily or external circumstances are
rough.
Then, you know, further on in this beautiful fourteenth chapter of
St. John's Gospel, Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give unto you: not as the world giveth "-ah! how sweet that is.
The world's peace is so shallow, so unreal, so uncertain, so unsatisfying,
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but My peace I give unto you-" not as the world giveth, give I unto
you." Then He adds, " Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid." Trouble is not the same kind of distress as fear. He says,
"Let not your heart be disturbed, or afraid, since My peace, My own
. yours. "
peace, IS
A few days after the Lord had sent this gracious Ne:w Year's message,
He sent me the greatest earthly sorrow I could have or ever can have
again, in the removal of the most beloved and tenderly loving earthly
friend I possessed. We were as one soul and one spirit and one mind,
seldom separated, united in spiritual bonds,' perfectly in sympathy
with each other, and with many memories of bygone years together.
Oh! it is to selfish human nature a severe wrench. I say selfish
human nature, because for her it is gain-it is fulness of joy for evermore. She is with the Saviour she loved, in Whom she had absolute
trust. She is with the loved ones gone belore, from whom she had
parted with such great grief. She has shed her last tear, she has drawn
the last sigh, she has gone through the very last pain and distress. She
used to say almost every night, as she laid her dear head down on her
pillow, " A day's march nearer Home," and now Home is reached.
She had every wish concerning her last days on earth fulfilled. She
often said, " God has been so gracious to me. He has always granted
my special requests." She had no apprehension, no farewells, a very
short illness, and she simply" fell on sleep," to wake in glory, a look of
such entire satisfaction on her dear face. I can not write all she was in
her beautiful active life, her faithful love, and her blessed service in the
Master's cause. I hope later to write more of her, but can never
write all I fain would tell. Sbe would, I know, be the first to say to
me, as she did on New Year's morning, '" Let not your heart be
troubled.' What sweet words for you for the New Year! Remember
them and rest upon them." But in a little while-a very little whileperhaps much sooner than we think-He will come again, come for us.
We are in the Border Land. He is "not far off." His Coming draweth
nigh, yea very nigh. We feel He is on the threshold, and that at any
moment we may be caught up together with them to meet Him in the
air. So shall we be all together" for ever with the Lord."
"Let not your heart be troubled." "They who love the Lord
Jesus never see each other for the last time." This sweet message
from one of the Lord's dear servants has comforted me much, also the
memory of saying good-bye to a Christian doctor in the Isle of Wight,
when he looked up brightly, with the words, "We who love the Lord
Jesus are sure of meeting again."
"She is with Christ, and Christ with me,
Thus undivided still are we."
NETTlE.

NONE can make a Christian but He Who made the world. "It·is
not of him that willeth. nor of him that runneth, but of God which
sheweth mercy."-Hart.
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JOHN WELCH.
[1570-1622.]
(Coooluded from page 57.)
A SHORT time after, the war was renewed, and St. Jean d'Angely was
again besieged, but express orders were given by the king that, should
the town be captured, Mr. Welch should be permitted to escape, and
to show all manner of kindness to " his mimster," to place sentinels
at his dwelling-house, and to provide wagons for conveying him and
his family to Rochelle as a place of safety. "The king of France,"
said Samuel Rutherford, "gave the same command concerning him
when the town he preached in was sacked and taken, that the king of
Babylon gave touching Jeremiah (chap. xxxix. 12), ", Do him no
harm.' See well to him, his person, wife, and children, and servants,"
His flock in France being now scattered, Mr. Welch requested permission
to return to England, which was granted him. His health had, before
this time, begun to decline, and his friends were exceedingly anxious
that he might be allowed to revisit his native land. To this, however,
King J ames would by no means yield, alleging that he would never be
able to establish his favourite system of Prelacy in Scotland if Mr.
Welch should return. Enfeebled in body, but still vigorous in mind,
he languished in London for some time, anxious to dedicate his latest
breath to the service of his Master. "I had my life from God," he
said, " and therefore it should be spent for Him." Urgent applications
were made to the king that Mr. Welch might have liberty to preach
in London, but James was inexorable. At last Mrs. Welch was
admitted to an audience with His Majesty, at which the following
singular conversation took place. The king asked who was her
father ~ "John Knox," was her reply. "Knox and Welch!"
exclaimed the king; "the devil never made sic (such) a match as
that." "It's right like, Sire," said she, "for we never speired (asked)
his advice." He asked her how many children her father had left, and
if they were lads or lasses. She said three, and they were all lasses.
" God be thanked! " cried the king, lifting up both his hands; "for
if they had been three lads, I had never bruiked (enjoyed) my three
kingdoms in peace." She again urged her request, that he would give
her husband his native air. He told her at last, that if she would
persuade her husband to submit to the bishops, he would allow him
to return to Scotland. Mrs. Welch, lifting up her apron, and holding
it towards the king, replied, in the true spirit of her father, "Please
Your Majesty, I'd rather kep (receive) his head there!" No
argument could prevail upon the unfeeling monarch, until he heard
that Mr. Welch's life was despaired of, when he immediately granted
him permission to preach. The dying man was no sooner informed
that all restriction was removed, than he immediately embraced the
opportumty of proclaiming those glorious truths which he had so long
felt it to be both an honour and a privilege to make known to his
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fellow-men. Having received access to a pulpit in the metropolis, he
preached with all his wonted ardour and animation; and this was the
last act of his life, for after he had ended his sermon, he retired to his
chamber, and within two hours he peacefully resigned his spirit into
the hands of his Redeemer. "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life." "The righteous shall be in everla.sting
remembrance...

Throughout the past 300 years his Sermons have been widely
circulated, and held in high estimation. All those who are familiar
with them will readily admit that the preacher was no ordinary man,
but one to whom more than an ordinary measure of the Spirit of God
was given. His" Forty-eight Select Sermons" are powerful and
searching, and in a remarkable manner unfold the mysteries of the
great salvation through Jesus Christ the Saviour of sinners, "hid
from ages and generations," but now made manifest to us in these
last days of the world. The following is an extract from a sermon
on"THE LAST JUDGMENT."

" Rev. xx. 11: ' And I saw a great white throne, and Him That sat
on it, from Whose face the earth and t,he heaven fled away.'-The
security of all flesh is wondrous great, for there is a fearful sleep fallen
both upon the good and the evil. The foolish virgins are sound asleep,
and the wise are asleep also. And, suppose the Lord be at the door,
and the hour of judgment at hand, and the seventh angel ready to
blow the last trumpet, when time shall be no more; yet it is scarcely
one of a thousand, yea, one of ten thousand is to be found that is
prepared, and busying themselves to meet the Lord, Who is making
speed to come in the clouds; and how soon that fire shall break forth,
which shall kindle the heavens above your head, and the earth under
your feet, and shall set all on fire; how soon the trumpet shall blow,
and the shout shall cry, • Rise, Dead, and come to judgment,' is only
known to God, and to no mortal man. Will ye not then be awakened
till this trumpet waken you 1 And will none of you take pains to look
over the leaves of your conscience, and read what sins are written
there since ye came into the world, before that day of doom come
upon you 1 Oh, that ye knew that eternity, and that terror of the day
of the Lord, when the heavens above you, and the earth beneath you,
shall not be able to stand before the face of Him That sits on the
throne. ';' . If ye see the sword and pestilence coming, and warn
them not, the blood of them that perish under the judgment for lack
of warning, will be required at his hand, that is, the watchman's;
therefore it is time for me to be making warning to you, and, in the
measure of strength that God will give me, I am to make warning, not
of a temporal judgment, but of an everlasting judgment that is coming
on (God waken you and warn you in time i), that when ye shall see the
Judge sit on His throne, your hearts may not tremble at His awful
countenance, having gotten your souls washen in His blood••..•
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Oh, that the men of the world saw this throne! And, oh, that ye did
see the greatness of the majesty of His throne! He calls it great,
because of Him That sits on it; great, because of them that stand about
it; great, because of them that shall be judged there; and last of all,
great, because of the judgment itself. Now, Who sits on it 1 Oh'
the Judge of the whole world, God Himself, that Infinite Essence That
men and angels have borrowed their being from, even He Whose
glorious face the seraphim and cherubim can not behold for the brightness thereof; and therefore they have wings to cover their faces
because they can not bear to see Him, much less so then can any mortal
man see His face and live-He That rides on His white horse, and
tramples under foot all His enemies, and treads them in the winepress
of His wrath without the city; therefore rejoice all ye whose garments
are made white in the blood of the Lamb, for His throne shall not
terrify you because of the Judge That sits thereon; for He is thy
Brother, thy Advocate, and thy Saviour. Oh, blessed for evermore
is the soul of the righteous, and of such as are reconciled with the great
God, before He come to sit on this throne.
" , Him That sat on it.'-Many shall sit on thrones in that day, but
One shall sit above all the rest, for the saints shall be caught up in the
air, and they shall say, , Hallelujah, salvation and glory and power be
to the Lord our God, for true and righteous are His judgments!' I
could never yet rightly consider the majesty of this Judge. 0 heavens!
what aileth thee to flee from the face of this Judge; 0 earth! what
aileth thee to flee, and why art thou chased away, and never seen
again 1 What ails thee, 0 heavens, that never sinned, and 0 earth
that never sinned, for they had never understanding to be capable of
a law, nor to be subject to keep a law. What means this? Oh, but
I must leave this! for who can but wonder at this! Yet I will tell
you the cause. You and I, and the generations before that this firmament has seen, and this earth seen or borne, since the first day that
God made the earth and established this heaven and earth, and since
that day that Adam ate of the forbidden tree, since that day heaven
and earth have been eye-witnesses of our sins, and subject to vanity,
and since that day they have been defiled with our iniquities, and since
that time they have been subject to bondage and corruption, and
therefore groan with us also, and travail with pain together until this
present; and therefore, in that great day, they can not abide the face
of the Judge. . . .
., Seeing death is said to have woollen feet, that none can hear it
when it comes, anu it comes speedily, were ;t not good then to prepare
us in time to die daily, that when it comes ye need not to fear it, having
thy peace made sure with God; but if thou liest not down in peace,
and the assurance of mercy subscribed in thy conscience, and sealed
with the Spirit of God, oh! then terrible shall be thy rising in that
great day, doleful shall that meeting of thy soul and body be when they
are joined together, for the sun shall lose his light, and never shine
upon thee any more; heaven and earth shall run together, and the
8
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rocks shall cleave, and the mountains leap together; and the sea shall
roar, and the elements shall melt; and the heavens shall roll away as
a scroll of paper, and the earth shall be burnt up with fire; the Judge
shall be terrible to thee, for He shall not only judge thee by the evil
thou hast done, but also by the good which thou hast left undone;
terrible shall thy reckoning be in that day, no excuse will be admitted
there, no advocate to speak for thee, no appeal to a higher judge, and
thou shalt be compelled to hear that sentence, which never shall be
called back again, , Depart from Me, ye workers of iniquity, unto the
everlasting fire of hell,' where thou shalt always be dying but never be
dead, thy pain always beginning but never shall have an end: therefore, my brethren, repent, and grip to the blood of Christ, and it shall
save you. The Lord work it in all your hearts for Christ's sake: to
Whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be all honour, glory, and
praise, for evermore."
EXTRACT FROM THE DEDICATION IN "L'ARMAGEDDON."

[Tmnslated from Welch's Dedication in the treatise "L' Armageddon," and adverting to the trials which he had undergone for
the sake of the Gospel.]
" But the cross has always its consolations, and the Waters of Marah
become sweet when the wood which the Lord shows to His servants
is thrown into them. For it is the glory and the rejoicing of God's
beloved ones that for those whom He honoms with His cross He
prepares His glory. It is by the cross that we fill up what is behind
of the afflictions of the Lord; and conformity with Christ in the cross
will be followed by conformity with Him in glory. The cross is the
repose of our conscience; the livery of om adoption. Under it the
Church of God flourishes. Under it He conducts and leads us. By it
He proves, refines, prunes, sanctifies us, and renders fruitful our
corrections. And, finally, it is the strait gate by which we must enter
the city of God, the eye of the needle through which we must pass into
the kingdom of glory, and the ladder by which we ascend to the crown.
Jacob, sent away from his father's family, and from the communion of
the visible Church, saw, when asleep, the ladder placed on the earth
which extended even to the heavens, and heaven's gate was opened to
him. The cross is as the serpent of brass, which has the form of a
serpent, but neither the sting nor the poison. Nay, it is the antidote
against the poison of the Old Serpent. "God forbid," says the Apostle,
" that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
Whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." Now,
if the joy of the cross is so great, what will be that of the crown 1 If
the sufferings of Christ are mixed with consolations so great and superabundant, what will be those of His glories 1 And if it be the gift of
God to suffer for the testimony of His Kingdom, how superlative will
be the gift of reigning with Him! "
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Mr. Welch's" Sermons" are preceded by a poem on his life, of which
the following are the first two verses : " 0 Worthy Welch I where is be gone?
Gone to the heavens above,

Where all the ransomed ones do dwell,
That Jesus truly love.
Ii

He was a mighty champion

Unto his Lord and King,
But now he's mounted on the throne
"'There saints and angels sing."

H addingtM.

J. G.
THE HEAVENLY RACE.

THOMAS HARDY, minister, died at the age of forty· three. He suffered
much from ill-health, which kept him depressed, and the Lord gave
him a large knowledge of his sin and his utter dependence for all salva·
tion, so that he was" poor, and of a contrite spirit." His ministry,
conversation, and correspondence were greatly prized by a large circle
of friends, so that his name was highly thought of. He once said that
he did not know any minister with whom he would be willing to change
either grace or gifts. This was the conclusion, not of pride, but rather
of calm judgment and the light ot the same Spirit Who gave Paul,
chief of sinners, to see that he was not a whit behind the chiefest
Apostle. It is no thanks to the " young men" and " fathers" in
Christ that they have left their childhood behind, but it is laid upon
them to help and t\) comfort, to reprove or exhort, those who come
after. All are one in Christ Jesus. The barbarian is as welcome as
the Scythian to the throne of the heavenly grace, yet he who knew
most, counted not himself to have apprehended, but pressed on, in
the unwearied spirit of the Lord, to a knowledge of Christ and the love
of God. "Let us," said he, or another, " lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus." This is the word of
Him Who is the Rest and Refreshing, the Refuge and Saviour, of His
saints. There is a distinction made between" weight" and" sin."
It is no sin in the people of God to be poor, to be tempted, to be
tried; no sin that they are chastened every morning, and plagued all
the day. Christ was tempted in all points like as His brethren. In
themselves, the afllictions are similar. "He knows what sore temptations mean, for He has felt the same "-the weariness of the saddest,
the perplexities of the strangest, path. Now He invites His saints,
in His love, to cast their burdens upon Him Who has made and Who
will bear. But with us-not with Him-there is the sin that constantly
and untiringly besets, as the waves do the seashore. Here again is
comfort in the grace that bids a laying aside of the sin, even as of the
weight. It is atoned for, forgiven and blotted out once and for ever.
Christ" His own self bare our sins in His own body to (margin) the
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tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24), and left them there. But with the flesh and
to the last it remains, though neither to reign nor to condemn. Paul,
seeing his position in Christ, said, " It is no more I that do it, but sin
that dwelleth in me."
Yet we want the answer of a good conscience; we want peace
realized, ever new and fresh, through our Lord Jesus Christ; we want
the witness of the Spirit that all is well, and in a power that is not of
man to enjoin ourselves, " Oft as sins, my soul, assail thee, turn thine
eyes to Jesus' blood." There we may lay the continual besetments
of pride, self-righteousness, and self-sufficiency, and mourn but not
despair-there we may complain of harassings, of disquietings, of
failures, and of emptiness. His grace is sufficient. "He will subdue
our iniquities." He will give strength, wisdom, and guiding; "He will
keep the feet of His saints." The poor woman in the Gospel laid aside
her fears and her shrinking from publicity; she pressed through the
crowd for a touch of Jesus. "Heed not the intervening crowd," so
" E. B. R." tells us in an old GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "whatever it may
be; there's a peculiar cross for each, a fitting one for thee." The
poor man cast away his garment in haste to reach his Lord. It is
worth the attainment-it is the work of the Holy Spirit-to be able
to come, to sit at the feet of Jesus, cumbered only with love. Then
if He said, " Rise and come away," even if it be for a quarter of an
hour only, we shall lay aside every weight, whatever its stamp, and
the sin that does so easily beset us, and we shall run with patience
F
the race set before us.
OLLOWER-ON.
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.

(Concluded from page 52.)
AND now in parting with my companions in travel, with whom I have
journeyed between 6000 and 7000 miles, I must express the pleasure
we have mutually received in traversing those sacred and endeared
places where our blessed Lord dwelt on earth. May it be our privileged
lot to meet together again at His right hand, and to behold the King
in His beauty, and dwell for ever in His blissful presence, where there is
fulness of joy for evermore!
I greatly enjoyed my Bible in the train, and knowing I should bave to
preach the next evening at Christ Church, looked into the calendar
to see what chapter was appointed as the Lesson for that evening.
Guess my delight on finding it was Genesis xiv., in which I found at
verse 10 the mention of the" Slime Pits" in the Vale of Siddim, about
4000 years ago. There they are to this day, with all their interesting
and impressive history, a standing record and witness to the truth of
God's Holy Word, as we ourselves could testify who had visited that
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very spot on our ride from Jericho to the Dead Sea. We greatly
wondered, as we passed through the midst of them, at both their extent
and number, and at the marvellous evidence they bore that their
origin was not of man but of God! This furnished me at once with
the subject and outline of thought for my sermon, and I felt no little
pleasure in working it out and preaching upon it the following evening.
To meet my congregation once again was a great pleasure, and to direct
them again to that precious Saviour through Whom alone they can
obtain deliverance from the greater slime pits of Sin, Satan, and
Hell !
Upon arriving at the Birmingham station, I was greatly cheered at
the sight of dear members of my family, who, with many friends and
several members of our congregation, had come some distance to greet
me. Upon reaching the boundary of Perry Barr parish, I was further
gladdened by the many evidences of a warm welcome all around, so
many people from their doors and windows testifying their congratulations.
At Christ Church a goodly number were assembled outside. And
from Perry Church our beautiful peal of bells rang out their hearty
welcome; whilst at Perry Villa my dear daughter, assisted by friends,
had inaugurated a series of most tasteful decorations, mottoes and
banners elegantly and profusely scattered all around. It was indeed
a loving reception, and took me greatly by surprise. Indeed, they
had only known by letter a day beforehand, but the tidings soon spread.
My heart was full of thankfulness to God, and love to them. Many
of us knelt together, and the voice of prayer and praise ascended to the
bountiful Giver of all good.
My dear friends and readers, are you journeying Home to the Better
Land 1 Is your heart often there 1 Do you know, and love, and serve
the Lord Jesus, as your great" Joshua," the Captain of your salvation,
Who alone can lead you into the Promised Land 1 Then indeed may
you also rejoice with exceeding joy, for" an abundant entrance shall
be given you into the everlasting kingdom"; and though" it doth
not yet appear what we shall be, we know that, when He shall appear
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is," even the King
in all His beauty; and the heavenly mansions shall ring again with
holy joy and ecstasies of intense delight, as the" sons of God" and
" heirs of glory" are admitted one after another into the glorious
presence of their King!
And now, having brought my Journal to an end, I can only ask my
friends to accept it as a token of my love towards them, and an
honest desire to afford them some little measure of instruction and
pleasure. It has occupied many hours, from month to month, and
not without some little anxiety and labour. May the good Lord
be pleased to accompany it with His blessing wherever and by
whomsoever it shall be read. And to the Triune and Covenant J ehovah
be ascribed all honour, glory, and praise, for all we have seen of His
mighty works in creation, providence, and grace. Amen, Amen!
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FAITH.
FAITH is a subject on which much is written in the Word of God;
and there also much is not written which men say concerning it. We
are told its source-what it is-how it comes--how it works-what it
can do-what it can suffer.
Its source is God: Jesus is the Author of it, and the Finisher; it is
His gift to the saved and redeemed from among sinners of mankind;
and the end of it is the salvation of their souls, that they may be to the
praise of the glory of His grace, Who has made them accepted in the
Beloved. So it comes forth from Him the manifestation of His grace,
and comes back to Him in a revenue of praise.
It is a mystery: it comes not with outward show, but it comes with
power, to the effecting mighty wonders. It is "precious," for its
price is not measured by corruptible things, but by the preeious blood
and righteousness of Jesus its Author. It is " the eubstance of things
hoped for," not the aetual embodiment of them, but the foundation on
whieh our hopes rest.
(Such is the signifieation of. the Greek word,
and it it is eorrectly translated by substance, but that word is nearly or
quite obsolete in its classie sense-sltb-stans, or support.) It is called
" the foundation" (Heb. vi. 1) ; and being based on Jesus Christ, the
Chief Corner Stone of salvation, it bears up all the superstructure of
our hope and joy and peace in believing. It is one, as the hope it
supports is one, and one alone. Men talk of this faith, and that, and
the other; but the Word of God speaks of but one faith-the faith
of God, given to His elect.
It is communicated by the hearing of the Word of God, the Holy
Ghost opening the hearts of those afore appointed thereunto, so that the
Word enters, and returns not void, but accomplishes the good pleasure
of the Father's will in the convincing of sin, and turning to Jesus, the
only Name given among men whereby they must be saved. Thus we
behold the whole three Persons in the ever-blessed Trinity concerned
in the bestowal of faith on a poor sinner of mankind: it is the Father's
gift, provided and produced by God the Son, brought home and
implanted by the Holy Ghost, in various degrees or measures.
It works by love and obedience as unto God; by good deeds as unto
men; and in the soul of the possessor of it, by the written Word of God,
which is unprofitable unless faith is mixed with it ; but faith works by
it, to the profit of the soul, making it a light to the feet, and a candle to
the path in the daily walk of the believer; leading him the way by
which he should go; and in the dark and adverse providences, support·
ing and comforting his soul, by pointing to the recorded promi'les of a
Covenant God in Christ.
It can do great things, both in regard to matters of this world, and
also of that which is to come; as we see by the list of worthies in the
Epistle to the Hebrews; it triumphs over conscience during life, and
.at its close we are fully assured will remove death out of our sight, so
that J esllS alone shall be present to view, according to His promises
to come, and fetch His people, and that they shall not see death.
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Lastly. What faith can suffer might be summed up in the words
applied to its sister_love-" endureth all things"; for it casts all its
care upon Him Who careth for us.
It suffers with patience its
appointed heritage of tribulation, in full assurance of His faithfulness
Who has made known to us that He has appointed us thereto, and has
apportioned them to us for our good always.
And faith can look back upon all troubles and anxieties past, and
noting the fruit which they bore, would not have been without one,
however bitter and grievous at the time; and is thus strengthened and
encouraged to face the future, be it what it may, remembering that
Jesus is " the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever."
The faith which justifies and saves is the faith of God-the one faithonce delivered to the saints--when in eternal council Christ undertook
for their obedience (for obedience is the fulfilment of law). His faith
was perfect obedience to the holy law of God, and perfect submission
to His will. This was perfect faith. Our faith is the being conformed
to the like mind which was in Him, that is, humility and obedience to
the Father's holy will, adding to every wish and prayer, " Not my will,
but Thine be done," believing that all things are working together for
our good.
And" blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance
of those things which were told."

[From an old .Magazine.]

._======
(ltOtte~llOnlJrnce.

GOSPEL BOOK MIESION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the

GOSPEL 1tfAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR-A Christian brother in the 3rd Cruiser Squadron writes
me this week: "Thank you very much for your letter. I am very
grateful for all your kind thought; it is so helpful to know that there
are dear friends who are holding up our hands in these perilous times,
and I earnestly pray that the blessing of the Lord, which maketh rich
and addeth no sorrow, shall be yours continually. We are enjoying
the Master's sweet presence in wonderful ways, and God has opened
up a sphere of work on board that is daily inereasing. The young
converts are growing in grace and knowledge, and God has privileged
me to have the joy of assisting in the traiuing of their young n:iuds in
the Truth. Having a cabin, it is my privilege to gather them for an
hour every evening-5.30 to 6.30-when circumstances permit, for a
little study of the blessed Word, and I ask for your earnest prayers,
my dear friend, ior this particular branch of the work, so that God may
guide and direct in everything. In addition to this we have a meeting every night from 8.30 till 9.30, and on Saturdays we devote it
entirely to prayer. We get large numbers of the men down to listen
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to the Gospel, not a few of whom have the liberty wherewith Christ
makes free. God has been very gracious to us, and blessed us in many
wonderful ways, and to Him be all the praise and glory. The brethren
join with me in sending Christian love and greetings, and pray that
God will abundantly bless you. The Gospel literature which you so
kindly sent has been very useful, and carefully distributed, and not a
few Testaments are to be seen at the meetings."
More help to send Testaments and literature is much needed.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAn, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, January, 1915.

lIlrotfstant 15eacon.
THE CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. II1ARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
" The general assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which are wriuen in
heaven. "-HEBREWS xii. 23.

OUR subject to-night, dear friends, as you are aware, is " The Church
of the Firstborn." We have been considering the idea of the Church
in its various aspects, both according to man's interpretation of it, and
more especially according to God's revelation in His Word. And now
at this last Lecture of the eight, which I proposed originally by God's
grace to deliver you from this place, we are directed to that Church
which God Himself describes, and which seems to be incapable of any
misunderstanding when He tells us that it is " the general assembly
and Church of the Firstborn," whose names are" written in heaven."
There will be no difficulty in ascertaining what that Church is. But
let us just see how God brings the subject before us in the context.
You know that the Epistle in which these words appeal' was written to
warn the Jewish Christians against the natural inclination which has
ever manifested itself in the Church to adopt rites, ceremonies, ordinances, as a sort of help, a sort of supplement to the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. That practice of man the Word of God utterly repudiates. It does so because the Gospel that God has commanded to be
proclaimed is God's communication concerning what He has done,
and it is calculated, when thoroughly understood by the believing soul,
to awaken all the joy, and gratitude, and devotion that God requires
from those who are enlightened by His Spirit and instructed in His
Word. And therefore it needs no help from man, it needs not to be
supplemented by human agency. Satan continually desires and
struggles to make man believe that it is imperfect, but in such belief
there is the most signal dishonour done to God, because it casts a
doubt upon either His will or His power to save the objects of His love.
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The Apostle means to tell those converted Jews to whom he addresses
himself all through this Epistle that the Old Testament dispensation
was imperfect, simply hecause it was only typical or figurative; it
was the mere shadow of good things to come, it did not provide the
things that God intended for His people, it was only those things
represented in certain emhlematical rites and ordinances that God had
appointed until the time when the Lord Jesus, in Whom all those
types were to be fulfilled, should appear in the world. When he
wTote to these Hebrew Christians, he wished them to understand and
rememher that the Lord Jesus, in Whom all types were fulfilled, had
come, and that He had actually fulfilled all these types, that He had
accomplished all the purposes of God, and that His work was a finished
work, that He had ascended up on high to superintend His own work,
to gather in His people, to consummate the great plan or scheme of
redemption that God had purposed, and that God had accomplished,
and that was to result in God's glory, hecause its aim and effect were
man's recovery and restoration. In drawing his Epistle to a conclusion, he reminds the Hebrew Christians once more of their present
position, and it is important that we should all be reminded of the
same.
It appears to me that the principal verse in this 12th chapter is the
15th, in which all the argument centres, " Looking diligently lest any
man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled." Now it seems that that
word" grace" is the central word not only of the chapter, but of the
Epistle, wherein is carried on simply a controversy between grace and
works; and there has always been a controversy in the Church of
Christ between grace and works. All that God reveals of Himself
and His purposes in Christ is expressed in the word " grace"; all that
man imagines of what God ought to have done, or ought to have commanded, all man's conception of Christianity, is represented in the
word" works," and not in the word" grace." Man has naturally no
idea of any advantage to himself depending upon the sovereign grace
of God; he does not lay that to heart, he does not realize it, and,
strange to say, when he has the choice, he does not choose that-he
prefers the legal system to the system of grace, or the Gospel system,
which is altogether that. But the Apostle warns those believing Jews
to whom he writes, as he had warned others, against any departure
from the system of grace; and we are to keep that in mind all through.
He wishes all believers to feel that what they have now, or what they
ever shall have, in connection with the work of the Lord Jesus Christ,
they are to feel indebted for it to the grace of God, and God is to have
the credit of the exercise of His grace in this wonderful accomplishment of His purpose in Christ. He says, " Take care, lest you should
lose the consciousness of that grace." The Apostle does not for a
moment suppose that those who are the subjects of Divine grace
could ever lose their position in Christ, or the advantages which that
position confers upon them; because" nothing can separate us from
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the love of God that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 38, 39). That he
was persuaded of, and we, blessed be God, maybe too; nothing can
take us out of Christ, and therefore it is impossible for us to forfeit the
grace of God, if we are truly the subjects of it. But this we may do,
we may lose the enjoyment of it. And lest we should adopt a mode
of thinking and speaking tbat would be very hurtful to ourselves and
those around us, that would deprive God of the credit of His own
work, that would misrepresent that Gospel scheme which God has
propounded and accomplished to His own glory, the Apostle is exceedingly anxious that that doctrine of grace should be upheld, and therefore
he draws the contrast here between those Israelites or Hebrews in
their former state, that is theit legal state, and the same parties in
their present Gospel state. Their legal state he reminds them was a
state in which they were undet the bondage of the law, and were exposed to the wrath of God, because" the law worketh wrath," and
not,hing else (Rom. iv. 15). There is nothing to be found in t.hat
obligation that is laid upon us to fulfil the commands of God, but condemnation, simply because the obligation is laid upon those who have
no power to fulfil it; whereas in the system of grace God Himself
accomplishes all that is needful for man's salvation, and we become
the recipients of God's love, and of all the blessings and advantages
which that love confers, irrespective of the performance of any work
ourselves, or any worthiness in ourselves.
Observe what the Apostle says in the 18th and 19th verses: "For
ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that
burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and datkness, and tempest, and
the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they
that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any
more." You are not come, the Apostle says in effect, to that system
that was exemplified by the terrors of Sinai; your forefathers came
there, and what did they find there 1 They found everything that
was most terrifying to human nature-God was represented in His
majesty, in His holiness, the mountain shook, it was on fire, there was
blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, a
voice, and words that struck terror into the hearts of those who heard
them. There was everything there to remind man that he had to deal
with a holy God, and that he was a sinner, that he was charged with
guilt in the sight of God. Therefore there could be no suggestion to
the mind of the sinner, in those circumstances, but one of condemnation. They felt, and they must have felt, that they were coming to
judgment, that they were coming to a God Who was holy, and Who
hated unholiness, and Who could therefore only deal with the sinner
in righteous condemnation and with judgment, and that was clearly
expressed in those manifestations of the Divine appearance that
struck terror to the hearts and consciences of those present. You are
not come to Mount Sinai-which represents the law-the law by
which you must be condemned, the law by which you are proved to
be sinners, and nothing but that, from which there can accrue to you
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nothing but condemnation; you are not come to God in His terrible
majesty, calling you to account, making you sensible that you have
offended against Him, that He is calling you to judgment, and that in
His terrible majesty He is to you a consuming fire; you are not come
to blackness and darkness, reminding you that you belong to a dispensation that is dark, mysterious, and obscure-a system that you can
not see to the end of, that you can not fully comprehend, that is presented to you by such emblems as are calculated rather to mystify
than enlighten, and that you are slavisWy bound to conform to certain
rules, and rites, and ceremonial observances that you have received
from God, but the object of which you do not comprehend, yet you are
obliged to submit to; you have not come to that sound of the trumpet
that reminds you of the terrible day of judgment, that God, as it were,
was summoning all the gnilty ones to hear His fiat against them, to
hear the sentence that they have deserved, to hear that God is a holy
God, and \vill by no means clear the guilty (Exodus >:xxiv. 7); you
are not come to " the voice of words," not the voice of a father or
friend, but the voice of an adversary, a judge, who must be your
enemy, because He is holy and you are unholy; you have not come to
that mountain that God has touched and caused to tremble; so that
you, seeing how nature trembles at the presence of that terrible God,
tremble likewise, because although you are superior to all other created
things, you are far more estranged from God tban all other creatures
besides.
There is nothing in the character tbat you present before God by
nature-that of guilty sinners in legal bondage, under legal condemnation, exposed to God's judgment, and unprepared with any plea in
your own defence-there is nothing here to inspire you with any comfort, with any peace, with any joy, in the presence of Jehovah. No
feeling could possibly possess your soul in such circumstances, but a
feeling of consternation and of fear; but now, blessed be God, says
the Apostle, all that has passed away in your case; you are not come
to that which he has been describing, the emblems of God's terrible
majesty; that is not the character of the Christian dispensation;
Christianity has nothing to do with that--that was a ministration of
death, but Christianity is a ministration of life; that was a ministration of condemnation, but Christianity is a ministration of pardon;
tbat was a ministration of darkness, but Christianity is a ministration
of light; that was a ministration of terror, but Christianity is a ministration of confidence; that was a carnal administration, but this is a
spiritual one; that was a ministration in which man was put to the
test, and failed, and was obliged, in fear and agony of sonl, to acknowledge his failure, but this is a ministration in which God has succeeded,
and with the joy and the praise of which all heaven is filled. Dear
friends, if we are believers in Jesus, this is our position-we do not
belong to that old, legal dispensation, or to any part of it, to no part
of it are we pledged; therefore we can entirely pass it by, set it aside,
say we have nothing to do with it--where there was terror, death,
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bondage, anxiety, darkness, and mystification-all that is now changed;
we have got into a new element, into a new dispensation-to which
come all believers in Jesus-those who know Him, those whose confidence is in Him, those who, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, are enabled
to see the glory of God in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor. iv. 6),
those who feel that Christ's work of redemption is a finished work,
that His blood cleanses from all sin, that His righteousness clothes
the filthiest and the most repulsive in God's sight, and renders them
acceptable to Him, those who feel that in Christ Jesus there is no condemnation, that in Christ Jesus there must be acceptance, those who
feel that God has pledged Himself to receive every believer, it matters
not what he has been, what guilt he is charged with, what sin he has
committed, how filthy, how unclean, how impure, how unholy he may
be. He has pledged Himself to receive everyone that comes to Him,
and seeks acceptance in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. God has
pledged Himself; it is not a matter of uncertainty, it does not depend
on circumstances, or conditions, all that is past--there are no conditions at all; all that are in Christ are accepted by God, and are admissible into His presence.
Now that is the condition of the believer; everything here enumerated in the blessings of those who have come to Zion is intended to be
a contrast to what was presented in the former description of those
who came to Sinai. Ye are come to Mount Sion, not to Sinai, not to
that mountain that represents legal bondage, legal darkness, legal fear,
legal death; but you are come to the mount that represents God's
people, and God's presence in the midst of them-the place that God
has selected for His habitation in the midst of His people-Mount Sion
that God loves, where He has chosen His habitation, where He gathers
around Him His people, and where He purchased for them an eternal
inheritance. That is what you have come to. And why? Because
He has brought you to this mountain which represents the Church of
the living God, and God's presence is in the midst of those who compose that Church, because He has made you citizens of that city of the
living God. That title is very expressive-the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, that city which is not· of this world; that
city represents the Church of God, that is, the true Church, composed
only of the members of Christ, Whose body the Church is. All this is
intended to show what is the kind of body that is with which we, the
people of God, are now connected; that God regards it as belonging
entirely to Him; that for it Jesus accomplished the work which His
Father gave Him to do; and that it stands in such rela.tion to God
that as regards every member of that body or Church, every charge of
guilt against them has been withdrawn once and for ever, and that
pardon and peace are eternally theirs. Remember, therefore, dear
brethren and sisters in Christ, that it is the Mount Sion, not Sinai, we
have to come to. The Apostle means to tell you that we do not come
there by any efforts of our own. Nowhere are we told that there are
certain things to be done by us previous to our coming there; but he
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says to every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, "Your position is
already decided-you have come, or you are come, to Mount Sion ;
you have not come to this party or that; you have not come to this
association of men, this sect, or this denomination; you have come to
the city of the living God, God's own mount, God's own city, which
He calls the heavenly Jerusalem, because it has come down from
heaven-everything that belongs to it-all its apostles, all their testimony, all its people and their privileges, all its blessings, all its glories,
all its secret treasures, all its sweet communings, everything that
makes it the abode of happiness, and peace, and blessedness-all
came down from above. It is not of the earth earthy, as all earthly
institutions are; it is not of the earth earthy, as all earthly Churches
are; it is a thing of heaven; it is a thing come down from the living
God; there is nothing of death in it; life is in it; life is the nature of
it; life is the power of it; life is the possession of it; life is enjoyed
by every individual member of it; they are entitled to that life because they are citizens of the new Jerusalem, which is the city of the
living God; and God has proved HirnseU to be their God, their Father,
and their Friend, because He has prepared for them this city (Heb.
xi. 16).
(To hP continued.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE inmates of our Homes have been cheered by gifts and hospitality
at Christmas and the New Year. Their life stories are often interesting.
They have encountered many storms, climbed many steep hills, and
age and sorrows have whitened their hair and wrinkled their faces.
But they have tried and proved the word, " Thy shoes shall be iron
and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be." The visits
of friends, and especially of young people, are always welcome. Young
Samuel and aged Eli were deep in each other's affections, and Paul
the aged clung to Timothy, his son in the faith. Youth and age often
clasp hands at the Aged Pilgrims' Homes. In the pleasant chapels,
services conducted by ministers and other friends are held every Lord's
Day afternoon and on two evenings during the week. The beloved
EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and the late Dr. Doudney frequently
visited the Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Homes.
For 108 years the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has been sustained.
The past year has been one of much stress, and the dreadful war which
is being waged makes the outlook dark and uncertain, but "The
Lord reigneth," and has ever supplied from His bountiful hand the
means required to minister to the necessities of His people. "And
the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon
me," was the simple avowal of Divine help which Nehemiah, whose
character unfolds more of its loveliness the more closely we pxamine it,

The Gospel Magazille

126

made in devout praise of the interposition of his God; and this
J nstitution can bear a similar testimony. Prayer and praise are twin
services; they go hand in hand in the life of the pilgrim of faith;
and surely this work, the foundation of which was laid in prayer,
should have a crown of praise.
The funds afford relief to unavoidable suffering and distress amongst
those of the Lord's people who through advancing years and accumu·
lating iufirmities can no longer earn a living, and who have reached
the end of their slender temporal resources. These" hidden ones"
of the Lord shrink from publicity, and would rather suffer in secret
than lift up their voice in the streets. Yet it is this very absence of
self-assertion which should draw out our regard. These quiet lillassuming folk are not the least but the most deserving, and of the
very class the Society was instituted to help.
Several of the pensioners are blind; others are bed·ridden; some
have for more than fifty years been pilgrims to Zion. How great the
privilege to have a part in easing the burthen of the years, and providing
for our" kindred in Christ" as their days decline and shadows lengthen.
Good and faithful friends of the Society are passing away. The
Rev. W. T. Turpin, M.A., of Eastbourne, and Mrs. Crampton of
Eastbourne, have recently received their Home·call. We are the
poorer, and shall sadly miss their interest and support. The Committee
heartily invite Christian friends who have not hitherto subscribed, to
share in supporting the 1500 pensioners now upon the books. Annual
help is more particularly acceptable, and a special effort is being made
to increase the number of small contributions.
An inmate of one of our Homes writes of it in a poem she sends :U

A home of comfort, free from toil,

Of warmth and quietness, and where
So many way·worn pilgrims wait
• Their Master's call to Zion'. gate,"

~u~ing

iShtltt~.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
ONE of the most remarkable events which has happened since we last
went to press is the deposition of the Khedive of Egypt, the complete
separation of that country from Turkey, and the appointment by His
Majesty's Government of His Highness Prince Hussein Kamel Pasha,
eldest living Prince of the family of Mehemet Ali, to be Sultan of
Egypt. Egypt is now" freed from all rights of suzerainty or other
rights heretofore claimed by the Ottoman Government." England
has" accepted exclusive responsibility for the defence of Egypt during
the present war, and His Majesty's Government have decided that
Great Britain can best fulfil the responsibilities she has incurred
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towards Egypt by the formal declaration of a British Protectorate and
by the government of the country under such Protectorate by a Prince
of the Khedival Family." "All Egyptian subjects, wherever they
may be, will (now) be entitled to receive the protection of His Majesty's
Government."
The New Year was ushered in by a sad naval catastrophe in the
English Channel on the morning of New Year's Day, the Formidable,
a battleship of 15,000 tons, being sunk, probably torpedoed. Only
201 lives are known to have been saved out of a possible total of 800.
Such solemn events ought of themselves to be sufficient to humble us
and to lead us as a nation to recognize how utterly dependent we are
upon God in this great crisis in our national history.
We are grieved beyond measure to learn that the KING, on the
advice of his ministers, "has been graciously pleased to appoint l\
special Envoy ,to his Holiness Pope Benedict XV. for the purpose of
congratulating his Holiness on his election to the papacy, and at the
same time of laying before him the motives which compelled His
Majesty's Government, after exhausting every effort in their power to
preserve the peace of Europe, to intervene in the present war, and of
informing him of their attitude towards the various questions that
arise therefrom." We deeply regret that a Government of this Protes·
tant Kingdom should feel it desirable to congratulate the pope on his
appointment to the papal chair, and that His Majesty's Government
should be "anxious to put themselves into direct communication with
him for the purpose of demonstrating the motives which have governed
their attitude since the first moment that the normal relations between
the Great Powers of Europe began to be disturbed, and of establishing
that His Majesty's Government used every effort ~o maintain the
peace of Europe which his Holiness's venerated predecessor had so
much at heart."
The English Ohurchman, commenting upon the above quoted words
of Sir Edward Grey, says: "Sensible persons can only regard such
words as subterfuge. The pope had just the same opportunity of
studying the official publications respecting the outbreak of the war as
anyone else. If he desired to know the truth of the matter the means
of ascertaining it were open to him. Our Foreign Secretary might
better have said that he himself had yielded to Romish pressure, and
with the hope that the national trouble would save him from criticism
had permitted the violation of a fundamental principle of our Constitution. As we have already said, this thing is a challenge to English and
Imperial Protestantism, and as such it must be taken up."
Dr. A. C. Dixon, preaching to a large congregation at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, said it seemed to him that the sending of the Envoy
to the Vatican in Rome to represent the British Government as if the
pope of Rome were an independent Sovereign meant more of danger
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than German guns or suhmarines or Zeppelins. These suhtle perils
were things that they were not apt to watch against. The devil came
in times of great excitement, when the people were taken up with
weighty concerns, and did monstrous things without their knowing it.
A terrible earthquake occurred in Central Italy on the morning of
January 13th. At the time we go to press, the deaths given number
30,000, and the wounded 10,000, many of whom can not, humanly
speaking, survive. It is reported that 90 per cent of the population
of Avezzano have been killed, and of Lapelle, 97 per cent. The towns
of Avezzano and Sora have been destroyed, and great damage and
much loss of life ;have been caused in a large number of villages on
the slopes of the Sabine \Mountains. Truly God is speaking loudly to
the nations.
All over the Kingdom the Day of Intercession was observed on the
first Sunday in the year. The Archbishop of Canterbury preached at
St. Paul's. The KING and QUEEN were present at the service held
in the Parish Church at Sandringham.

The English Churchman, in its issue of January 14th, has the following faithful co=ent on the recent Islington Conference :-" In former
years it was our regular custom to deal with the addresses delivered at
the Islington Clerical Meeting in a leading article. We e"l'ressed our
appreciation of, and gratitude for, what was sound and helpful, and,
at the same time, took the liberty of criticizing such statements as we
could not approve. We have not followed this method in our present
issue. To speak quite frankly, the utterances at Tuesday's meeting
were, as a rule, so unlike what we had the right to hope for that we
could not see any end to be gained from detailed comment. We have,
therefore, ventured to suggest the message that Islington ought to have
conveyed rather than to dilate upon that which was actually delivered.
Some of the speakers seem to have been bereft, not merely of Evangelical principles, but even of common sense. How else, for example,
can the extraordinary proposal of the Bishop of Chelmsford respecting
a prayer meeting in which the English Church Union, the Church
Association, the Wycliffe Preachers, and the Cowley Fathers should
foregather and' pray themselves into unity' be understood 1 It is so
fantastic that it seems like joking, and yet we can not believe that at
such a time and place the Bishop would so far forget himself. He must
have intended to be serious, and if so, did he not know that the questions dividing the Societies to which he referred are fundamental 1
They are practically the same as those about which our Reformers contended even to the death. Moreover, the formularies of our Church
bear eloquent testimony to their nature and importance. Not in this
speech alone, but in some others also it would seem as if the clainrs of
Divine Truth were overlooked and mystical vapourings put in their
place."

