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THE POOR

OF THIS WORLD.

" Hearken, my bekJved brethren, Hath not God chosen the POQ1' of
this 'World rich in faith, andlheirs 01 the kingdom 'which He lwth
promised to them that love :Him? "-JAME8 ii. 5.

THIS question is put to GOD's~people. "Hearken, my beloved
brethren." To them the inspiTed writer says, "Hath not GOD
chosen the poor of this world 1" They were in danger of forgetting
this truth. They were in the habit of making undue distinction
between rich and poor believers when they met for worship. Of
course there are distinctions and differences between l'ich and
poor, between masteTs and servants, and between those in authority
and those under authority, and these distinctions are to be recognized. "The powers that be are ordained of GOD," and every
Christian soul is to be subject to the higher powers. ,Tribute is to
be rendered to them. Fear is to be rendered to those to whom it
is due, and honour to those to whom honour is due (Rom. xiii. 1,2,7).
Servants are to be obedient to their masters, and masters are to
give unto their servants that which is just and equal (Col. iii. 22 ;
iv. 1).
Incorporation into the Church of .GOD does not make all men
equal in possessions or equal in position. It does not alter the
4
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Divinely-appointed relations between husbands and wives, parents
and children, masters and servants, and sovereigns and their
subjects, any more than: it removes the· differences between the
healthy and the unhealthy, the strong and the weak, the mentally
vigorous and the mentally feeble...
" The rich and the poor meet together: the LORD is the Maker
of them all" (Prov. xxii. 2). Th~ sovereignty of GOD is displayed
in the many differences which exist between one and another.
" The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low,.
and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and
to make them inherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam. ii. 7,8). But
though social and other distinctions will always exist, the precept:'>
of the Gospel are designed to prevent bitterness, harshness, and
injustice in our dealings one with another. Moreover, when
·believers meet together they are to own one another as members.
of the one body of which CHRIST is the Head. Though differences
of nationality, position, and sex still exist, yet all believers are one
in CHRIST JESUS (Gal. iii. 28). They are all equally redeemed by
the precious blood of CHRIST, equally regenerated by the Spirit,
equally justified by faith, equally near to GOD, equally numbered
amongst His family, and equally predestinated to eternal glory_
They have obtained like precious faith in the righteonsness of
their GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: We must not possess the
faith of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, then, with respect of persons,.
and rich believers must beware of despising poor believers. CHRIST
loved all His people, and they are to love one another as He has
loved them. There is one thing w~i!Jh is true of all men without
distinction. "There is no difference: for all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of GOD" (Rom. iii. 22, 23). It is also
blessedly true that "There is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek :. for the same LORD over all is rich unto all that call
upon Him" (Rom. x. 12). Moreover, all believers, whether rich
or poor, are equally washed, equally sanctified, equally justified
"in the Name of the LORD JESUS, and ~y tb'e Spirit of our GOD"
(1 Cor. vi. 11).
1. Observe, then, first that the poor as well as the rich are chosen
of GOD.
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GOD, in the exercise of His sovereignty, has chosen the poor of
this world. The words are not intended to suggest that GOD
hath chosen all the poor, and that He has passed over all the rich,
but that many of GOD'S chosen are poor and are therefore not to
be despised. Some of GOD'S saints have been rich in regard to
this world's goods. " Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver,' and
in gold" (Gen. xiii. 2). Job, too, another saint of GOD, was possessed of great wealth, and was "the greatest of all the men of
the east" (Job i. 3). There were rich believers in Apostolic times
who sold their lands for the benefit of their poorer brethren. The
presence of rich men among the members of the early churches is
evident from the injunction, "Charge them that are rich in this
world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living GOD, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy"
(1 Tim. vi. 17). As, however, the majority of the people are poor,
so the great majority of GOD'S saints are" the poor of this world."
His sovereignty is seen in this. ." N(it many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but GOD
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;
and GOD hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath GOD chosen. Yea, and things which are
not to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory
in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 26-29).
Large numbers of the poor, then, are amongst the chosen of GOD~
Th6Y are chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world. On
the ground of His merits they are predestinated unto the adoption
of children. GOD hath from the beginning chosen them to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. They
are therefore destined to obtain the glory of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST (see Ephes. i. 4, 5; 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14).
Be of good comfort, then, ye who, though poor, are numbered
amongst the LORD'S family. Thank GOD, ye who are rich, wise,
mighty, or noble, that the Scriptures do not say " not any" of such
are called, but "not rruJ,ny." The letter "m" makes all the
difference.
. 2. (i)bserve, next, that the poor as well as the rich are chosen to· be
ridh in faith.
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It is not GOD'S purpose that all men should be rich in this world's
. goods. "·The poor shall never cease out of the land " (Deut.xv. ll).
But what does it matter if a man is bereft of earthly wealth and
yet rich in faith ~ Faith makes a man wealthy indeed. " There
are none so rich as the LoRD'S poor." Faith is a rich grace. It
comes from a rich GOD, and it appropriates rich blessings. By
faith the believer (whether rich or poor) can say, "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveneSb of sins, according to
the riches of His grace." Those whose eyes are spiritually opened
receive by faith in CHRIST "forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified" (Acts xxvi. 18). By faith they
are assured that they are children of GOD and heirs of glory (Gal. iii.
26). By faith they live, by faith they walk, by faith they stand,
and by faith they draw water out of the wells of salvation. Moreover they owe all their blessings to the grace of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, Who, though He was rich, yet for their sakes He became
poor, that they through His poverty might be rich. If you have
obtained through infinite grace the gift of " precious faith," then
you are rich indeed.

" Faith is the gift of GOD,
By His own SPIRIT wrought;
The eye that sees, the hand that takes
The blessings CHRIST hath bought."
3. Finally, observe that the poor as well as the rich are chosen to be
J!eirs of the kingdom.

Already those who are rich in faith are members of CHRIST'S
spiritual kingdom. GOD" hath delivered them from the power
.of darkness, and hath translated them into the kingdom of His
dear SON" (Col. i. 13). They are " in the kingdom and patience
.of JESUS CHRIST" (Rev. i. 9). They, however, look forward to
the heavenly and eternal kingdom. Being "poor in spirit,"
"' theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. v. 3). They are to
" Shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their FATHER" (Matt.
xiii. 43). Their LORD will say to them, "Come,' ye blessed of
My FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34). They may have many trials
and difficulties and persecutions, but they are warranted to say,
"' The LORD shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
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me unto His heavenly kingdom: to Whom be glory for ever and
ever" (2 Tim. iv. 18).
What manner of persons ought we to be who are heirs of this
kingdom! "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye
shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of onr LORD and SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST" (2 Pet. i. 10, 11). The kingdoms of the world are
being shaken to their centre, and they shall all finally perish, but
we who are rich in faith receive "a kingdom which cannot be
moved," a kingdom which GOD, That cannot lie, promised to them
that love Him, a kingdom which they shall certainly possess.
" Fear not, little flock; for it is your FATHER'S good pleasure to
give you the kingdom" (Luke xii. 32). Poverty does not exclude
from this kingdom, and riches cannot buy it, but all the chosen of
GOD, being also rich in faith, are heirs of its' glories. Reader, art
thou an heir of this kingdom?
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

A SONG OF CONTENT.
I RUN-but not uncertainly;
I war--nor fear defeat,
For more than conqueror I shall be;
'Tis Satan must retreat.
I weep-but not complaininglyThough sorrow fill my heart;
For in Love's chastenings I can see
I' have a children's part.
I mourn-but not despairinglyWhen sin and guilt distress;
Repentance only comes to me
Through Christ my Righteousness.
And I shall sing eternally
The song thus faltered hereOf pardon, joy, and victory,
An endless Anthem there.
1912.
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A QUESTION TO DOUBTING ONES.
" Is anything too hard for the Lord? "-GENESIS xviii. 14.

sat in the tent door in the heat of the day. He was
sojourning in the plains of Mamre. On lifting up his eyes he
beheld three men approaching the tent. He ran to meet them and
extended to them the hospitality characteristic of the East. One
of. these men was Jehovah Himself in human form, probably the
Second Person of the Trinity. The Lord had frequently appeared
to Abraham before, and He had given to him exceeding great and
precious promises. Though Abraham was childless, God had
promised to make his seed as the dust of the earth, and as the stars
of heaven for multitude. As the time proceeded the particulars of
this great promise grew in detail. Abraham was to have a son of
his own. He was to have him by his wife Sarah, and his name
was to be called Isaac (Gen. xv. 4; xvii. 15-19). Abraham had
reached the age of ninety-nine, and his wife was only ten years
younger. Humanly speaking the promise of God could not now
be fulfille·d. But" without being weakened in faith he considered
his own body now as good as dead (he being about a hundred
years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb: yea, looking unto
the promise of God, he wavered not through unbelief, but waxed
strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured
that what He had promised, He was able also to pedorm " (Rom.
iv. 19-21 R. v.). Abraham believed in the omnipotence of God.
Nothing was too hard or too wonderful for Him to accomplish.
Accordingly, when this promise is again repeated by the Divine
Being Who appeared to him, Abraham receives it with the full
confidence that God would be true to His word. Not so Sarah,
however. She overheard the word of promise from the interior
of the tent, and she laughed incredulously within herself, saying,
" After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old
also?" This drew forth the Divine rebuke, "Wherefore did
Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am
old?" .And the rebuke was followed by the question, "Is anything too hard for. the Lord? " (Gen. xviii. 9-14).
ABRAHAM
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That is the. question we desire t{) consider with our delj.r readers.
1. L~t us consider this question in the .l·ight of A.1Yraluun's and
Barah's "'-nowledge and experience.
The history of the world up to the time when this question was
asked is comprised in the first seventeen chapters of the book of
Genesis. In that brief record we have the history of more than
2000 years. We do not know how much of this was known to
Abraham and Sarah, but it is almost certain that they were
acquainted with the leading facts. These would furnish them with
many illustrations of the truth that nothing is too hard for the
Lord to accomplish.
(a) These facts would show that the work of creation was not too
hard fo'r Ilim.
The God Who had appeared to Abraham, and Who had given
him the promises, was the Creator of the ends of the earth. The
brief record of the events of the last two thousand years indicated
that" the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3).
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" (Gen. i. 1).
By His almighty power" the heavens and the earth were finished,
and all the host of them. And oD, the seventh day God ended His
work which He had made" (Gen. ii. 1, 2). The works of God in
-creation demonstrated "His etemal power and Godhead," and
were intended for all time to encourage the people of God to trust
in Him in times when difficulties, apparently insurmountable, confronted them. Abraham knew that God was omnipotent. Sarah
also knew this, but momentary doubt seized her heart as to the
fulfilment of God's special promise to Abraham. Virtually, there. fore, God said to her, "Is anything too hard for the Almighty
Creator of all things to accomplish ~" In the light of God's
-creative power we should be proof against the sin of limiting the
Holy One of Israel. While we write, a difficulty, humanly speaking
insurmountable, confronts ourselves. We are helpless, but we
take refuge in the blessed assurance that with our God nothing is
impossible. "Our help is in the Name of the Lord, Who made
heaven and earth" (Psa. cxxiv. 8). The creative power of God
was a comfort to Jeremiah. "Ah, Lord God! behold, Thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and stretched-
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out arm, and ,there is nothing too hard for Thee . . . the Great,
the Mighty Godt (Jer. xxxii. 17, 18).
(b) These facts would show that the wr>rk of judgment was not tor>
hard for Him.
He was able to exclude rebellious man from Paradise, to overwhelm his 'descendants with a terrible flood, and to put to confusion the bu,ilders of the tower of Babel, who sought to frustrate'
His purposes. There is a God still who judges the earth, and He
is able to bring to nought the forces of evil, and to visit judgment
upon those who rebel against His authority. He hath said, . " My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure. . . . I have
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have pnrposed it, I will
also do it" (Isa. xlvi. 10, 11). He sitteth on the t,hrone and
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.
"Before Jehovah's awful throne,
Ye nations bow with sacred joy;
Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create, and He destroy."

(c) These facts would show that the work oj salvation ~vas not
too hard for Him.
The history of the period had shown that through grace He
could save Noah from eternal ruin and from temporal death. He
could arrange a plan by which Noah and His family could be saved'
from the waters of the Flood; He could enable Abra.ham to slaughter
the kings and deliver Lot from their power, and He could plague
Pharaoh and his house with great plagues, and so deliver Abraham
and Sara.h from their peril when on a visit to Egypt. With these
historical facts before us apart from many other subsequent instance&
of His saving power, can we doubt His saving power ~ His arm
is not shortened that it cannot save. He is mighty to save from
the pit of destruction. Salvation from sin's penalty is of the Lord,
and He, in the Person of His Son, is able to save to the uttermost.
The past instances of God's power were sufficient to convince
Abraham and Sarah that the Lord's promise of a son, however
impossible from the human standpoint, was capable of full accom-·
plishment. In addition to the facts which were known'to them
we have the accumulated instances of the mighty acts of the Lore.
performed on behalf .of .IIis people during a period of nearly four
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thousand years. These acts of the Lord /1re recorde<i both in
sacred and profane history; and also on the memory of our hearts,
as we recall His interventions in our own experience. With all
these before us can we doubt His power .~ Can we question His
faithfulness ~ How often have we been brought low, and He has
helped us! How often has our way been dark, but He has dispersed
the clouds! How often have we been made to confess our utter
helplessness, and to see that unless He intervenes our case is
hopeless! And we have found it to be true that,
" Just in 'the last distre8sing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of dauger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

\

\
\
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(Watts.)

Blessed be God, nothing is too hard for Him.
2. Let 1tS consider this q1testion in the light of God's promises in
general.
Our Covenant God is the God of the promises. Ever since the
world began He hath given to His people great promises, and the
promises of the Covenant of grace were given before the world had
any being. No sooner had man sinned than the promise of a
Redeemer was given. It was reiterated to Abraham, and to the
patriarchs and prophets. It depended for its fulfihllent on the
birth of Isaac, and that seemed utterly unlikely and impossible.
Christ's birth of a virgin 'was humanly speaking impossible, but
that promise, given in Isaiah's prophecy, was destined to be fulfilled. The saints of God were kept waiting for four thousand
years, and it might seem as if the promised Redeemer would never
come. "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth H\s Son, made of a woman, made under the la\\', to redeem
them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons" (Gal. iv. 4, 5). "Is anything too hard for the Lord ~ "
The many promises in reference to Abraham's seed were remarkable, and very unlikely of fulfilment. Yet·in accordance with
these promises there sprang "even of one, and him as good as
dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand
which is by the sea shore innumerable" (Heb. xi. 12). Abraham's
seed were to be strangers in a land that was not theirs. They
were to be afflicted four hundred years, and then, according to
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p,omise, they were to come forth with great substance and dwell in
the land of Canaan. What remarkable providences led to the
sojourn in Egypt! How unlikely it seemed that the nation, held
in bondage, would be delivered! Yet God put forth His power.
By the plagues He executed judgment against all the gods of
Egypt, and when at the Red Sea a final effort was made to prevent
the deliverance from Pharaoh's power, the Lord signally intervened,
and "the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty
waters" (Exod. xv. 10). " Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
Sin and Satan and men combined to prevent the entry into
Canaan. But eventually, "The Lord gave unto all Israel all the land
which He sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it,
and dwelt therein. . .. There failed not ought of any good thing
which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to
pass" (Josh. xxi. 43, 45). "Is anything too hard for the
Lord 1 "
And, 'beloved Christian readers, will He fail to fulfil any of His
promises, or is His power to do so in any wise limited 1 He has
promised rest, peace, and pardon to every penitent, believing, and
returning sinner. Has He ever failed to bestow these blessings
{)n His chosen, awakened, and spirit-led people 1 He has promised
His enabling grace and His supporting power to His people, and
have not these blessings ever been poured out upon them 1 Their
strength hath been according to their days. He has promised His
<Jontinual presence with His redeemed ones, and He hath never
left them nor forsaken them. He has promised His-guidance, and
it has been ever forthcoming. He has promised supplies, and all
their needs have been met according to His riches in glory by
CHRIST JESUS. He saith to His people, " Behold, I am the Lord,
the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for Me 1 " (Jer.
xxxii. 27). May this ancient question, asked in the hearing of
Abraham and Sarah, rebuke our unbelief. May it encourage and
,cheer our hearts in times of difficulty. When we began to write
this article it seemed as if the unseen forces of evil were organizing
their resources with the object of preventing an oft-repeated prayer
{)ffered by ourselves from being answered. Everytbing seemed
dead against the desires of our heart being fulfilled. We felt here
is a great trial of faith and patience. In submission to the Divine'

.
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will we spread the trouble daily and frequently before the Lord.
We said that if our desire is gratified it will indeed be the Lord's
doing, for we ourselves are absolutely helpless. To His glory we
now record that He wonderfully intervened, and gave us an answer
more abundantly above all that we asked or thought. We our·
selves, therefore, can bear fresh testimony to the blessed truth
that with our God nothing is too hard, nothing too difficult,
nothing too wonderful.

\,

"In Thy sovereignty rejoicing, we Thy children bow and praise,
For we know that kind and loving, just aud true are all Thy ways.
While Thy heart of sovereign mercy, and Thine arm of sovereign
might,
For our great and strong salvation in Thy sovereign grace unite~"
(F. R. Havergal.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

BALAAM, OUR BEACON.
us look at Balaam for a moment. May we never run in the
way of Balaam for a reward; but let us stand in his way for a lIloment
that he may be our beacon. This lIlan sold himself for gold, and though
he knew God and spoke under inspiration, yet he knew Him not in
his heart, but was willing to curse God's people for hire. He was
thwarted in his design beeause God was there. It is worth our while
to see what kind of a God Jehovah' is in Balaam's estimation. He
describes our God in verse nineteen: "God is not a man, that He
shonld jie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath He
said, and shall He not do it 1 or hath He spoken, and shall He not
make it good 1" Balaam perceived that the God Who was in the
midst of His people is not a changeable God, not a false God, not one
Who promises and forgets, 01' promises and eats His words, or
promises what He cannot and will not perform. The God of Israel
is' faithful and true, immutable, unchanging; everyone of His
promises shall be fulfilled: none of His words shall fall to the ground.
" Hath He said, and sh,all He not do it 1-hath He spoken, and shall
it not come to pass 1" What a joy it is to have such a God as this
a!llOng us-a promise-making and a promise-keeping God; a God
at work for His people, as He has declared He would be; a God
comfoi'ting and cheering His people, and fulfilling in their experience
that, which His Word had led them to expect. This God is our God
'for ever and ever: He shall be our Guide even unto death.-C. H_
'Spurgeon.
LET
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" WELLSPRINGS."

" When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standifU] by,
whom He loved, He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy Son'
Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that
hour, that disciple took her unto his own lunne."-J OHN xix. 26, 27.
was a period-a point-in all our Blessed Saviour's actions and
gracious words, which 'proceeded from His heart of love and lips of
grace. He--when in the fulness of time He became man and tabernacled among men those thirty. three and a half years in private and
public life--He knew what was in man. He endnred the contradiction
of sinners. He patiently and meekly bore His cross, despising the
shame, and, suffering the will of His Father as the obedient Son, He
could presently say, "I have finished the work which Thou gavest
me to do." He is about to return to the glory, to resume the glory
which He had with His Father before the world was. He had gone
about "doing good." He had performed many mighty miracles.
He had been healing the sick, confirming the souls of His disciples,
teaching, preaching, and patiently bearing with them; marvelling
at their unbelief, forgetfulness, and slowness of heart to believe. He
had cast out devils and raised the dead, preached the Gospel to the
poor and blessed them Divinely in providence aud grace. And no\\"
"the hour" is come-the hour decreed from all Eternity-when the
Father would glorify His Son, and His Son would glorify His Father.
He will fulfil to the jot and tittle all He came to undertake.. There
will not be one action wanting, not one thought of care and love and
compassion from the Human and Divine Sympathizer lacking. He
Who early in the mornings, after spending whole nights in prayer to
His Father, would look ronnd abont on all things; He Who wept
with the bereaved sisters at Bethany; cared for the sad and lonely
widow of Nain by raising her dead and only son to her again; who
compa,sionated the sorrowing rnler of Capernanm; Who tested so
severely the work of His own inwronght and therefore never-dying
faith in the heart of the Syro-Phcenician woman; He Who spoke
the words of life and love, Talitha Cumi, whereby the little " maid"
was restored to her father and mother; He Who prayed for Peter's
f:tith to "fail not" when pnt in Satan's sieve; Who commended the
poor widow and her" two mites," and saw all the work of His oWll
hands prospering, as indeed it could not fail to ;-He WitS now Divinely
concerned for Mary His mother. Little do we hear of her after the
childhood of Jesns. If when He was twelve years of age Mary kept
all His sayings in her heart, it is little to be 1V0ndered at that the
Divinely Inspired Word gives us to see how Jesus was indeed separate
from His brethren, and that only His enemies could say)n derision
THERE
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and scorn, "Is not this the carpenter's son-the Son of Mary and of
.Joseph 1 "
He was born of the Virgin Mary that He might be indeed made
"like unto His brethren," and that He might as man suffer and be
t~mpted, that He might have compassion on the ignorant, and those
that were out of the way. But there the Divine plan and purpose
ended-and little do we hear, after the childhood of Jesus, of Mary
His mother.
But the end is nearing. Jesus the Son of God is about to leave this
earth and return to His Father's Right Hand in the glory-to take
His seat there where" He must reign until He has put all enemies
<U1der His feet."
But He will not leave one of His own" comfortless." Mary, the
mother of her Lord, is standing near the Cross-that awful cross of
shame upon which they crucified the Lord of life and glory.
And Jesus speaks these wondrous words of pity, love, and tender
()ompassion and protecting care. He will have her cared for. He
will entrust her to another's keeping for the rest of her earthly pilgrim.age. And to whom can He, will He, better entrust her than to " that
<lisciple whom Jesus loved!" How lovely a story is this! John-the
beloved disciple who lay in His bosom, had access to His heart of love
and the secrets there--does not give his own name! He tells of Jesus;
he enlarges upon the great and gracious and glorious things which He
did. He sets forth the glories of Jesus. He is content to have his
name obliterated if so be that his Lord is magnified.
He has near views of His Majesty and Be~uty, His Divine greatness
and graciousness. He had sweet evidences of the love of Jesus as he
was favoured to lean on· His bosom, to hear His words and ask questions
for the others. Favoured holy John! Divinely condescending
Saviour of John! Into the keeping of this man is entrusted Mary,
the mother of his Lord! " Woman, behold thy son! Then saith
He to the disciple, Behold thy mother." Woman! the same word as
He addressed to her at the wedding at Cana. Mary was evidently a
widow. Jesus will provide her a home and a son indeed. He will
apportion to her one who shall indeed love and cherish her as a son.
Such an honour for John! Such evidence of love for Mary! The
mother of our Lord shall be cared for, as indeed all the true Israel
are! "Let thy widows· trust in Me" has never failed its fnlfilment
in word and promise. She shall be no longer sad nor alone. In this
last supreme act for her, her heart shall be cheered and her spirit
solaced as she stands at the cross weeping. And John, that disciple
" whom Jesus loved," shall have the joy of providing for her earthly
needs. His Lord is about to entrust to him this sacred legacy. His
Lord is about to leave him, but this shall be as a precious balm; and in
()aring for the mother of. his Lord, he will have sweet and compensating,
if measured, joy. How truly all this puts Mary in her right place!
A poor earthly widow; with no home, no means of support, aloue
and sorrowing-and Jesus, knowing all this, provides a humble home
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for her; deputes a beloved disciple to be as a son to her, and to se£>
that all her needs are supplied. Very different teaching this to Rome'"
error of l\fariolatry! Mary was bleS8ed among women, but nothing more.
She was not deified. She was only used of the Holy Ghost as the
Divine means of giving birth to God's" holy thing," the conception
of 'the Holy Son of God; born of a Virgin, born to set His peopl£>
free--becoming Man that He might be fellow-sufferer with His people,
and thus retain to tllis very hour" a fellow-feeling with their pains."
From that hour! Time Divinely chosen. Service willingly rendered
because Divinely deputed. No miscarrying of active love and obedient
devotion. Mary is willing to go-John is willing to receive herMary is tenderly provided for, and Jolm is honoured. by being the
instrument. Gracious arrangement! Perfect love's provision! His
eye has spied out her future dwelling-place",and the hour appointed,
finds it all out and brings it all to pas~. Beloved reader! cannot
you and I leave ourselves and our concerns with our Lord 1 Cannot
we trust Him to see for us and to provide for every step and need of
our earthly journey 1 Cannot we believe that He whose is perfect
knowledge will make all things possible 1 He, Who provides for the
greater and eternal will surely not overlook the lesser and needful
things of our pilgrimage. Lonely one, sad-hearted one, feeling
deserted, think of Jesus, His kind compassion, His care, His tender
solicitude for Mary. He Who provided for her is "this same Jesus,"
and will provide fm' you. "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's.
and Christ is God's." No good thing will He withhold from His own
blood-bought people. What can He withhold, since having Him ye
have all things given you of your Father 1
"From that hour that disciple 'took her to his own home."
You
see the last word is in italics. So John did more than give Mary just
a home. He" took her to his own." To his own kith and kin: to
his affections and tender care, and until her death. John thus loved
and cherished Mary. He outlived her. He lived to suffer. He was
exiled to that lonely Patmos, and was probably kept working as a
convict there. But the heart of Jesus never changed, and that disciple
"whom Jesus loved" would be cheered, inllis lowest, saddest moments,
by the remembrance of that love which he recorded of his Lord. Now,
'; having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end" utterly! No change-no break in that love; no diminution of it; no variation of it. Jesus loved" that disciple." Till"
same Jesus "loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." And
that love, everlasting, unchangeable, and free, loves all 'His people
through all the ages. The love with which He cares for His own, the
love that bestowed npon His mother an earthly abode~'and a tender
son as long as she needed them, is shown in all His saints to-day. Oh"
children of God, may grace enable us to leave ourselves more entirely
to His tender keeping, His all-wise providing. It is enough that He
knows and loves and cares! He will carry us and our burdens. He
will make a way ill the wildern ess. He will open up Ollr path before'
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us, and He will discover His treasures to us in our darl-ness. We are'
so sinfully unwise and short-sighted! We are always too much in
haste. We learn our lesson toO' slowly to "sit still" and watch for
the Lord and His handiwork, and His way, which ill the end is proved
to be to His children's admiring adoration, "perfect." May we morefully enter into the sweet hymn of Serle's, and live as little children.
simple, artless, trustful, as we wait to see how the Lord will work and
what displays of His love iu that working shall be manifested as Hefulfils His promise unto exercised hearts: "I will bring the blind by
a way they knew not. I will lead them in paths they have not known.
I will make the crooked places straight and the rough places plauL
These things will I do unto them and not forsake them."
"Thy plans, 0 Lord, with wise design
Are framed upon tl'hy Throne above;

And every dark or bending line
Meets in the centre of Thy love.
With feeble light and half obscure,
Poor mortals Thy arrangements view,
Not knowing that the least are snre,
And the mysterious just and true.
Instruct us, Lord, that we may learn
To lay oar reason at Thy Throne
(Too weak Thy secrets to discern),
And trust Thee for our Guide alone."
None of His saints are ever ashamed who wait for Him!
May Divine grace enable us to remember meanwhile, however disconcerted our projects, dark our prospects, and disjointed our plans,
that just as Aaron the high-priest of (,Id wore the names of the children
of Israel upon his breastplate and )Ipon his shoulders, so Jesus wears
the names of His Covenant people upon His heart! There they are'
engraven-there they are dear to Him. He is infinitely concerned in
all that concerns them. Oh, the safety and security, the peace and
the blessedness of those who" dwell Ul the secret place of the Most
High," and who shall consequently" abide under the shado.w of the
Almighty"! Children of God! there is yonr dwelling-place! There
is your happy portion! There.is your safety! And just as the She-·
kinah glory shone npon the cherubim on the mercy-seat, so His glory
shall be your defence, your hiding, and your exceeding great reward!

R.
" DURING an earthquake that occurred a few years since, the inhabitants of a small villa.ge were generally very much alarmed, but they
were at the same time surprised at the calmness and apparent joy of
an old lady whom they all knew. At length one of them, addressing
the old lady, said: 'Mother, arc yon not afraid l' 'No,' said ·the
mother in Israel; 'I rejoice to know that I have a God that can shake
the world.' "-Feathers for Arrows.
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Sermonf> anb N O!ef> of ,Sennonf>.
..

THE PASSOVER LA1\iB.
A SERMON PREACHED AT STREATLEY HALL, LONDON, ON SUNDAY,
MARCH 19, 1916, BY MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON.
" And the blood shall be to you fljr a token upon the houses where ye are .and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shaU
not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt."EXODUS xii. 13.

WHEN Moses and the children of Israel stood on the salvation shore
of the Red Sea, they sang together that song which God inspired
His servant Moses to give to them, and one verse of that song is this:
" Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods [that is, among the
mighty ones], who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
doing wonders ~" That verse expresses the great deliverance which
was wrought for them at the Red Sea, and it also included the great
deliverance which was wrought for them on that solemn Passover
night in the land of Egypt when God's heavy judgments fell upon
the enemies of His people, and when for the first time the host of
Israel was manifested as a redeemed people--redeemed by the blood
of the Passover lamb.
Consider for a moment the circumstances which attended that
solemn night. In accordance with Divine command all that mighty
host of people were divided into families and companies, for If a
family was too small to consume entirely the Passover lamb, one or
two families were to be joined together for that purpose, so that the
whole of the lamb might be consumed. We see the head of every
family of Israel slaying, in the name of the rest, the Passover lamb,
.and then catching every drop of its blood in a basin, and with deep
solemnity of countenance dipping in that basin a bunch of the many·
stalked hyssop and sprinkling the upper door post and the two side
posts of the houses of the people. Then the door is shut, and within
there is the family and the company, all of them with girded loins;
that means that the loose flowing garments of the Oriental were girded
and tied for an early and hasty journey. All of them with their
sandals on their feet, not to be put off during the solemn night. All
of them with staves in their hands, all ready for their use; with not
a crumb of leavened 01' fermented bread in their houses; with nothing
but unleavened bread and bitter herbs to accompany the eating of
the Passover lamb. It was to be eaten in haste, for the people who
had been redeemed in symbol by the blood of the Passover lamb,
were about to be redeemed by the power of their faithful Covenant·
keeping God, and with the early dawn of the next morning were to
depart from the land of Egypt to begin their journey to the place
of which God had said, " I will give it you."
Now there is always a danger that in speaking of the typieal
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meaning of the Old Testament, we may go beyond that which God
has revealed, and doubtless not a few good men have sometimes seen
types where none really exist. But there is not the shadow of doubt
as to the fact that the PAssover lam b is one of the most glorious types
of the salvation and the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ which the whole
range of the Bible affords, and for proof of this we have but to bear
in mind the word of the Holy Ghost in the fifth chapter 'of the First
Epistle to the Corinthians, " Christ Ollr Passover is sacrifieed for us."
I would draw your attention to this fact, that whilst there must have
been many thousands of lambs slain on that Passover night, yet the
singular nllmber is used throughout. It is THE lamb, A lamb, THE
Passover lam b, so that our attention is .directed by those thousands
of lambs to the one l.amb Whom God has provided, to the one Lamb
Whom God has found as the great Putter-away of the gnilt alld the
sin of His people.
Consider, ere we pass on, God's dear servant Moses. 'Ve are apt,
I think, in conneetion with the passover somewhat to lose sight of
Moses. Now in the 11th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews the
Holy Ghost says that" by faith )foses kept the Passover," and by
faith he carried ont the blood of sprinkling. Think of the power of
a living faith, the power of that whirh the Lord gives to poor sinners
dead in trespasses and in sins. There stands Moses before Pharaoh,
and the faith whirh God gives him is snch that he does not shake.
Pharaoh threatens, but ~foses stallds fast npon the Word of the Living
God. Think of the faith as it wronght in Moses. There were nearly
one million people to be protected and led forth out of Egypt, and
by faith Moses kept the Passover: by faith he knew that the sprinkling of that blood would be the deliverance of the people, and that
notwithstanding all the opposition of Pharaoh and of the enemies of
the Lord's people, He Who had redeemed them by blood wonld bring
them out of that land with a high hand and an outstretched arm.
Now this I know, that where the power of the preciolls blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ is felt in the sonl of a man, in the sonl of a
woman, it is the most inflnential of all things, and just as a living
faith was the canse and the motive of :>\{oses' strength, so the mercy is,
that where God gives to a poor sinner a heart trust in the blood and
in the Person of the Lord Jesus,Christ, it is a mighty, a potent, and
an influential principle. "The soul of religion is the practic part,"
as Christian said to Hopeful. And what is the" practic " part, what
is the resnlt on your own sonl, in your attitnde to God and to your
fellow-men, of the religion that yon profess ~ The Lord save us from
a dead profession, and &'om everything that savours of words, words,
words, and give to us that we may know and feel the power and
reality of this most blessed salvation in oUr hearts and souls.
, The Lord put a difference between Israel and Egypt. In Egypt
there was not a house in which there was not one dead. Why 1
Becanse no house in Egypt was protected by the blood of the Passover lamb. In Goschen there was no death. In Goschen there was
5

,
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complete deliverance of everyone of those six hundred thousand men,
not counting the women and the children. Why ~ Because of the
blood. What is it that saves ~ Not my repentance; not. my fait It
in itself; not my prayers; not my tears. Look at the Israelites in
Goschen. The godly among them must have been deeply moved to
repentance; from the godly among them there must have arisen
prayer to God on that awfully solemn night. One must have said
to another, Who has made us to differ ~ But their prayers, repentance or hopes did not save them. IT WAS THE BLOOD. It was the
blood that saved them. Everv household was surrounded with an
arch of blood, and that blood ··was impregnable, for the Lord said,
" When I see the blood, I wili pass over." Now, how great the mercy
to be found interested in, covered by the precious blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. "The blood," God said, "is the life." The blood
poured out is the life sacrificed; that means the sin-atoning death
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The blood sprinkled is the life poured out
in death applied to the heart by the power of God the Holy Ghost,
and this is what we need ill the great salvation of our God. Oh,
to be fowtd in life with the door of my heart sprinkled on lintel and
sideposts with the precious blood, with the benefits of the redeeming
death of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! Oh, the wtspeakable
mercy in the hour and article of death to be found resting under the
value of the sin-atoning death of our most blessed Lord!
"In that dread moment, oh, to hide
Beneath the sheltering Blood,
'Twill Jordan's icy stream divide,
And land my soul with God."
And that may be to-day, to-morrow, in the coming night! Oh, to
be made ready as was Israel of old, when the destroying angel passed
over the houses of the Israelites because the blood token was upon
their doors. Without this, Church membership goes for nothing..
Without this, a striking profession will all be shl'ivelled up in "the
day that will try every man's work." I have just as much rcligion
as I have of Christ, and I have as much of Christ as I know of the
power of God the Holy Gho~t sprinkling the blood, making Christ
precious to my heart and conscience.
In the 86th Psalm we have this word, " Show me a token for good."
Now that is a prayer which I at all events-I will speak for myselfhave sometimes used, I fear, in an unscriptnral way. What have I
meant by that sometimes ~ I have opened a door in my thought,
and have said, "Lord, show me a token for good" by coming in Thy
providence by this dODI'; manifest Thyself to me in some special
providential way. But when we do this God does not work in that
way. God will open His own doors and take His own way. Hence·
see the folly of attaching to tins prayer some particnlar appearance
of God in His providence.. But do you think God will let me go to
wreck ~ No; but He will work in His own way, and will not come·
through a door which you and I selfishly-for our own peace--{)peTh
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for Him. "Show me a token for good," give me, Lord, a remarkable
dream; give me a singular feeling which I have never had before.
" Show me a token for good."
Now the Lord says that His token for good is the BLOOD, " The blood
shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are." And
what more can we desire 1 What more can a poor tried child of
GOO desire-tried in providence, hedged about with difficulty, sinking
low in his or her own feelings; unable to read his title clear to
mansions in the skies. What better token for good than to see the
blood, and where the blood is sprinkled, where faith is brought into
act and exercise, where I see with the eyes of my heart my incarnate
and most precious Lord. When I feel the power of His blood in my
own soul, I do not trouble myself about God coming through this
door or that, I am enabled to say, " Lord, it is all right, for Thou Who
didst not spare Thine own Son, but didst freely give Him up for us
all, will with Him freely give us all things." Oh, tried and tempted
child of God, you who are in trouble in business, in your own home,
and in other ways, what shall I pray 1 I will ask the Lord to show
you Christ, to prove Christ to your very soul, and to cause you to
know the power of His precious blood upon your heart and conscience,
and then, as Joseph Hart sings :•

H

We first after Jesus reach, .
And richly grasp the whole."

" Show me a token for good." "The blood shall be Ullto· you for.
a token," and the best of all evidences of Divine life is to be fOUlld at
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.
•
Here then is the Divine fact-the Divine fact set forth in the Passover lamb, and the Divine fact in its glorious fulfilment in Christ our
Passover sacrificed for us. The facts of the Gospel are what I desire
to direct the attention of my friends to, evermore praying that they
may know their power in their own souls.
YOUllg people are here this morning, and young people are continually startled and perplexed, as God's children, by the attacks and
objections and reasonings and argUlllents of the enemies of God and
of His truth. Never be startled or perplexed, dear yOUllg friends,
by the objections of those who know not God. Attempt to meet
them on their own ground, and you land yourselves in perplexity
and entanglement indeed. Be perplexed as far as you do not know,
or have not read the Word of Divine Truth, but in all these arg=ents
and entanglements seek to direct the gainsayer to the Word of the
Living God, for it is a Divine fact from the beginning to the end, a
fact that has been made vital in my own experience. When this
is so, I can tell the objector that I know it is a fact, and say to the
objector, "You must settle this matter with God, and not with me."
For this reason I have always objected to public arg=ents between
infidels and those who oppose them. No doubt many have done
this with good intentions, but you cannot argue a man into religion.
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Here is THE BOOK, and it pontains nothing but facts, and we should
refer all these gainsayers to the God of the Book.
But now to pass on. 4Jok at Christ our Passover first of all in
connection with the blood shed and sprinkled; secondly, in connection with the eating under the shed blood; and lastly, in connection
with the token: "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us."
The lamb, among the Israelites, was to be shut up for four days;
it was to be lmder inspection during the days between the tenth and
the fourteenth day of the month, so that the lamb might prove to
be 'free from blemish or disease. Now the Holy Ghost by Peter says
that the Lord Jesus Christ is a Lamb without spot and without
blemish, and that God's Church and people are -redeemed by the
precious blood of Christ. Why does He not say, the precious blood
of Jesus 1 There is always a reason which God the Holy Ghost has
in the me of the names and titles of our Lord and Redeemer, and
you will find throughout the pages of the New Testament that wherever
the atoning work of our blessed Lord is spoken of, the title Christ is
used rather than that of Jesus. But was not the blood the blood of
Jesus 1 Undoubtedly it was. Jesus is His personal name, but Christ
is the name which He bears as the anointed of the Father, the anointed
by the Holy Ghost. Now if our Lord simply bore the name of Jesus,
it would be the name which He wears as a man; but my soul craves
jnfinitely more than this. My salvation must have infinitely lllore
than this; hence we have the anointed Man, the anointed Saviour
Christ Jesus the Lord, and the blood of Christ our Passover is the
blood of God manifest in the flesh. Explain it! I cannot. "Great
is 'the mystery of godliness," but the Lamb that God provided out
of Himself was His own Eternal Son manifested in time as Jesus, and
anointed for all the high and holy offices of redeeming love by the
Spirit given to Him without measure. The little Passover lamb kept
for four days under inspection. God's own Lamb, when was He
anointed 1 He was anointed in the Covenant of grace, and in the
eternal purposes of love and mercy by J ehovah His Father, and the
Holy Ghost confirmed that Diyjne appointment so that the Covenant
stands between the Eternal Three.
When was Christ anointed again 1 When His human nature was
formed in the Virgin by the power of God the Holy Ghost, When
was He anointed 1 When He commenced His public ministry by
being baptized of John in Jordan. "And I saw the Spirit," says the,
Baptist, "like a dove descending upon Him," What did Jolm the
Baptist say 1 "Behold the Lamb of God "-'the Passover Lamb"that taketh away the sin '.of the world." Oh, that blessed Lamb,
the great salvation shining from first to last in God's Word!
The first altar named was Abe!'s. What was it for 1 The exhibition of a lamb as a sinner's way of access unto God. The first act
of God with regard to the redemption of the children of Israel was to
'proyjde the Passover lamb. The first act of the Gospel dispensation
was the pointing by John the Baptist to our precious Lord-" Behold·
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the J..amb of God," and when John, in the 4th of the Revelation,
said, "I saw a door opened in heaven," 'the first object that appeared
was" A Lamb as it had been slain from the fuundation of the world."
In the 40th Psalm the Eternal Son says, with regard to His incarnation, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God; in the volume of the Book
it is written of Me." "In the volume of the Book "-Hebrew scholars
tell us this means that" at the head of the Book it is written of Me."
Now the Old Testament Scriptures were comprised of a number of
separate rolls. The Lord says here, " At the head of every roll, at
the head of every purpose of God's love and mercy, is the Divine
intention and purpose of preparing a body for Me, that in that body
I might suffer, bleed, and die, and effect the salvation of our Triune
God. "Feed the Church of God which He hath ,purchased with His
own blood." God Himself is infinitely different from us, but the
union between the Godhead and the humanity of our most blessed
Lord is so close that here the blood is called the blood of God. Oh,
what strong consolation this is! The blood that cleanses is the blood
of God!
"Dea:r dying Lamb, Thy preCiOllf.! Blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Ohurch of 'God
Be 'saved to sin no more."

What was the difference between Gethsemane, and CalvaTY 1 There
was the flowing of the blood in each case. The difference from this
point of view-and we only get feeble, dim glimpses-the differenc~
was this: In Gethsemane the blood came from within and welled
out from the infinite agony of the soul of the Lord Jesus Christ. On
Calvary, the blood flowed through the nails, the spear, the thorn crown
that was upon His head, Oh, that most precious blood which came
in Gethsemane from the infinite agony of soul of Him Who loved us
and gave Himself for us, and on Calvary when He freely submitted
Himself to that cross of sin and shame, and" became O:bedient unto
death, even the death of the Cross," Every drop of the blood of
the Passover Lamb was caught in a basin; every drop of it was used
in the sprinkling of the lintels and the two sideposts. The blood of
Christ is not lost 01' ineffectual blood, Redemption is a specific work
for a speciiic people. The blood of Christ has not been spilt upon
the ground as water that cannot be gathered up again. The blood of
Christ redeems; the blood of Christ separates; the blood of Christ
protects; and the blood of Christ is so precious that it is ministered
to the souls of poor sinners by God the Holy Ghost, and is received
by faith which is of His operation and of His giving. Hence we rejoice
ina salvation that saves, and in a redemptiou j hat redeems, Vie
declare that all bought sheep are brought sheep. If you are coming
-that is the attitude of the poor sinner, not only we have come, but
are coming-if we are'coming to a once-crucified but now risen Saviour,
it is because we are brought, and we, are bTought because we aTe
bought. It is effectual blood, "invaluable blood," as Joseph Hart
smgs,-
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O'er Heaven's gate a motto stands engraved,
I Let sin alone be damned, and sinners saved.'

And o'er the mouth of Hell's dark, dismal cave,
. Jesus the purchase of His Blood will save.'"

Oh, there is the Gospel, the Gospel for the poor sinner, the brokendown sinner, the Gospel for the sinner who says.

H

Give me Christ, or else I die."

The blood was sprinkled. Why sprinkled 1 Why not poured out 1
Sprinkled! It means the blood distributed in parts; it means the
blood covering the whole surface of that upon which it was sprinkled.
Sprinkled blood, applied blood, sanctifying and separating blood.
The blood caught in a basin, and the hand holding the hyssop which
is dipped into the blood. What is that hand 1 It represents faith.
What is the hyssop, the bitter herb. "Purifying their hearts b)'
faith." "Now ye are clean through the Word which I have spoken
unto you." Have you no h'md, no desire that that blood may be
applied, that you too may dip the hyssop brush into that blood and
laiow its power as the blood of sprinkling. Here is the hand; here
is the hyssop :1I

Here I fix, and comfort take,
Jesus died for sinners' sake."

There is the supper. We have spoken of the blood. Now the
house was protected by that arch of blood and was the scene of the
supper. The door is shut, and the lamb that has been slain, having
been roasted with fire is about to be eaten. No bone of that lamb
might be broken. It was to be roasted whole; that is, none but a
whole Christ can suit your case and mine. It was not to be eaten
raw; that is, Christ apart from His blood-shedding, His sin-atoning
death, is no food for a poor hell-going and hell-deserving sinner.
" Eat not of it raw"; eat not of it sodden or boiled with water.
Christ sodden in man's thoughts, in man's theories, Christ set ,forth
in the terms of modern thought, and in the New Theology, is set forth
in this prohibition-" Eat ye not of it sodden with water." A whole
Christ, and a whole Christ Who endUl'ed the Father's wrath against
sin, and was roasted in that fire which otherwise must have consumed
us.
"My soul, one portion of that ire

Had scorched thee in eternal tire,
Which spent itself on Him."
The lamb roasted, the lamb roasted and without one bone broken,
and the roasted lamb partaken of with unleavened bread. What
does that set forth 1 Sincerity and truth (see 1 Cor. v.). Now, poor
sinner, are you sip.cere about your soul's salvation 1 As a poor sinner
can you say before God this morning, " Lord, Thou knowest I speak,
so far as I know myself, with the utmost sincerity of heart--' Give
me Christ, or else I die.' My refuge and my hope are alone in Thy
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preeious blood." Eat the lamb with the lmleavened bread of sincerity
and of truth.
But bitter herbs 1 Here they are. The lamb was to be eaten with
bitter herbs :11

Bitter herbs of gracious grieving,
Here we eat with solemn zest.

While upon tbe Lamb believing,
Under Paschal mood we rest."
The" bitter herbs of gracious grieving" because of sin, because of
what I am and have made myself, too, by nature, in God's sight. But
oh, to eat of a precious Christ, to receive Him into. my soul by grace
\\·ith "bitter herbs of gracious grieving," resting my soul under the
blood of the Paschal Lamb! A token, a token for good of your election
and of your recognition by God. A token of your election 1 Ye",
indeed it is. Every poor sinner drawn to the Fountain opened for
sin and for lillcleanness has a token of his election. Prove it. Here
we have it in the First Epistle of Peter, and among the opening
sentences, where he says, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ "-elected Wlto sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ! "Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied." Now I pronounce those words, but may God the Holy Ghost
pronounce them in your own souls. Under the blood of Christ our
Passover we would gather to-day, and bless and praise Him 'Who
loved us and gave Himself for us.
===-

.=-~=

CITIZENSHIP IN HEAVEN.
'WHEN St. Paul was in Jerusalem, about to be led into the castle,
having been violently assailed by the Jews, he was questioned by the
chief captain as to his nationality and actions. He replied, "I am
. . . a citizen of no mean city." And in these days of patriotic
public-spiritedness, we frequently read of men being proud of belonging to this or that city, and in effect saying, "I am a citizen of no mean
city."
Ah, dear reader, what an honour is put upon us to be able to say,
"Onr citizenship is in heaven." In our Authorized Version it is
rendered" conversation," but in the original language we are often
told it is citizenship, which word is given in the Revised Version. In
the Weymouth translation it is: "\Ve, however, are free citizens
of Heaven." And I would lay special stress upon the present tense
of the position, "Our citizenship ;$ in heaven," not "shall be."
Yes, we are truly now blood-washed citizens of Heaven, the city of
God, the "city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker
is God."
Do you say, " All, but how is it 1 I am small and of no reputation;
and indeed more than that, my whole being is full of sin to the inmost
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recesses of the heart. :My thoughts, deeds, and words are sin. In
me dwelletll no good thing ~ " Yes, dear reader, in thee dwelleth 110
good thing, bnt" ye are complete in Him." We strive against sin,
and strive as overcomers. The battle is fierce, and we find sinful
flesh yielding oftentimes to the great tempter, although sin does not
and never can reign, because Christ has triumphed. You and I know
and feel all this, yet we know also that we shall be more than conquerors through Him '\'ho "loved us and washed us from our sins
in His own Blood." "Be of good cheer, I have oveTc01ne." "Sin
shall not have dominion over you." "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." "God sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful Hesh, and for sin condemned sin in
the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who
walk not after the flesh but after the spirit." "He hath made Him
to be sin for us, Who knew no sin: that we might be made t,he righteousness of God in Him." We sin, for we are in the body of sin; but
our spirits, controlled by the Holy Spirit and energized by Him, revolt
against it and grieve over it. 'Ve long for the happy time when" we
shall see His fllce and never, never sin," being free from all temptation
and all enemies.
Again, concerning our citizenship we read that we are "fellowcitizens with the saints," not only shall be, but are (Eph. ii. 19).
" Fellow·citizens ! " Just think, dear bereaved, sorrowing friends, of
this, " fellow-citizens with the saints," the loved in Christ gone before
as well as those of "the household of God" here. "Ye are come
unto Monnt Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and Church of the Firstbom, which are wl'itten in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to ~he spirits of just men made perfect,
and to Jesus." Think of it all, and may the Holy Spirit the Comforter
rejoice your heart~ in the contemplation of all. When my beloved
father was taken Home, a dear clerical friend, now· at Home too,
commended this passage to special consideration, pointing out the
oneness with those in Christ gone before. Even now" Ye a-re come."
The Church of the living God is one, though we are on the militant
side just now, and they have gained the triumphant side. "The whole
Family in heaven and earth."
Thus we are fellow-citizens ,"ith the saint~. Here on earth we are
strangers and foreigners, for we do not belong to it, we are only passing
through. When we have travelled abroad, we have felt indeed that
we were strangers and foreigners. Foreign speech all around us,
foreign customs, foreign sights, foreign faces, foreign names, bringing
home·sickness and home-longing, but we delighted to feel in the midst
of all that our homes were not there. We were English citizens, and
England was our home. Our hearts were in England if our bodies
were abroad. The sights and sounds around were interesting, but.
not absorbing. When we met any English people, how quickly we
fraternized and became as one with them. How sweet our own lan-
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guage sounded in our ears, and how gladly we went with them. Thus
with the citizenship of Heaven. We are foreigners here, ".pilgrims
on the earth and strangers." We are just simply passing through,
We belong to the" dear, dear counky, the Home of God's elect," the
heavenly Jerusalem. Our thoughts and hopes and sympathies are
all with her. The language of Immanuel's Land is familiar to us, the
customs, the inhabitants, the names, the faces, all so dear to us. And
when we meet unexpectedly a beloved saint of God, how delighted we
are with the speech, the society, the oneness of spirit, the attraction
of a fellow-citizen. For in our city, our Home, we love to consider
the Father of the Household and the loved and loving Saviour Who is
the All-in-all of every 'citizen, and the All-in-all of the city itself.
Let us therefore walk in this crooked and dark world as fellow-citizens
with the saints, and amidst its sadness and its sin remember our high
calling in Christ Jesus, and that our citizenship is in Heaven. A
citizen means an inhabitant. A citizen has special privileges in his
own cit~,. He has special protection, for he belongs to it and it to him.
We, too, as citizens of Heaven, have very special privileges. Oh!
how great! 'We can never descl'ibe, never sum up, even the number.
The" Forerunner is for us us entered, even Jesns." Also, we have a
special, evel'-springing, certain hope connected with OUl.' city. "Our
citizenship is in Heaven: from whence also we look for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious Body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things nnto Himself." We look for
the Saviour. Is not that the Chn.reh's longing now 1 We who love
Him are watching the signs of His approach, listening for the sonnd
of His chariot wheels, hearkening for His shout, cahn amidst the
fearful strife around us; because we know that He reigneth and is
working out His own purposes through all, preparatory to His coming.
Heaven, from whence we look for His coming, earnestly desiring Hi,~
appearing. Men around us care not for Him, they know Him not,
they oppose Him, blaspheme Him, believe Him not, acknowledge Him
not; are utterly indifferent to Him, and look upon us as visionaries.
But we "--now that oUl.' vision is real. "It will surely come, it will not
tarry." He has ~.ppointed His own time. He will not De before it,
neither will He be" moment behind. So we walk in faith, dear believer,
as strangers and foreigners, knowing that our citizenship is in Heavell,
from whence also we look for the SavioUl.' the Lord Jesus Christ. Look
not back: it will grieve thee. Look not around: it will perplex
thee;. but look for the Saviour, the light, the love, the temple, the io~'
of that holy City of which we are citizens. Let us " rest in the Lord
flnG wait patiently for Him."
NETTlE.

"THAT good man, Mr. Cecil, once said, 'When a man becomes a
Christian, it is as if God wrote upon that man, he is to be provided
for: he is never to want for anything.' "-W. H. Krause.
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.
THERE is much spiritual instruction to be found in considering the
blessing wherewith Jacob blessed his sons when he was a-dying, and
the severity of some of his words concerning some of them. It is
also instructive to consider the blessing of Moses, the servant of God,
, when he also blessed the tribes of Israel, sprung from the same sons
of Jacob.
This consideration will take in the literal fulfilment of Jacob's words,
and also the typical, spiritual, and experimental fulfilment of all tl1<.t
both he and Moses spake with reference to them and with reference
to elect sinners of mankind.
The order of their births, as given in Genesis, chaps. xxix. and xxx.,
must not be overlooked, for whatever else may be in it, Joseph in his
dealings with his brethren showed his knowledge of it in a way that was
marvellous in their eyes. Thus is given the sons of Leah, viz., Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, Judah; of Rachel's handmaid (Bilhah), Dan, Naphtali ;
of Leah's handmaid, Gad, Asher; of Leah again, Issachar, Zebulwl;
of his beloved Rachael, Joseph, Benjamin.
As recorded again in Genesis, chapter xxxv., Rachel's sons are
mentioned before the sons of the handmaids (ver. 24). And the thought
arises, might not Jacob's anger against Rachel for her impatience and
petulance (Gen. xxx. 1, 2) have been approved of God, and might
not his reply to her be a vindicating of the truth of the uncontrollable
sovereignty and power of God. The sovereignty of God in such matters
is so seen that in the chain of His holy providence God suffers an event
to take place whereby Rachel's substitute on this occasion becomes
a snare and dishonour to Jacob's house (Gen. xx"v. 22). This
great sin and crime on the part of Renben was much in the mind and
memory of Jacob his father when he blessed his twelve children before
his death. The sin of Reuben caused him to be deprived of all the
excellency attaclpng to him as the firstborn. In this we are reminded
of our first father Adam, and of all the created excellency with which
he was adorned of God, and of that act of his in Eden, where"!\Ian, soon seduced by hell's alluring art,
Did disobedient from the rule depart,
Devour'd the bait, and by his bold offence
Fell from his blissful state of innocence.
Prostrate, he lost his God, his life, his crown,
From all his glory tumbled headlong down,
Plunged in a deep abyss of sin and woe,
Where, void of heart to will, or hand to do :
For

'8

own relief he can't command a thought,

'fhe total snm of what he can is nought;
He's able only now to increase his thrall,
He can destroy himself, and this is all."-Erskine.

But there was a blessed promise of life and salvation given forth in
Eden, even the very place and spot in wllich Adam had destroyed
himself. In due time the seed of the woman was to bruise the serpent's
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head. This word of promise was fulfilled amI made good when that
seed, the Saviour Jesus, after suffering in His own body the penalty
due to the transgressions of all the men His Eternal Father had given
Him to redeem and save, rose from the dead on the third day. Then
indeed did the Promised Seed abolish death in His own Person, and
also for all whom God chose in Hun before the foundation of the world,
to be holy and without blame before Him in love, and Whom He
predestinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His Will. 'What then, though they
have each and all lost in Adam their first created excellency, dignity,
might, and strength, they have gained all again in Christ the last
Adam. What saith Moses, a type of Jesus the Mediator, of this
tribe ~ " Let Reuben live, ·and not die, and let not his men be few"
(Deut. xu-iii. 6). And this prayer and blessing of the tribe of Reuben
was fulfilled Wlto them when Joshua called them and blessed them, and
Bent them away to possess the inheritance allotted unto them in the land
of Gilead. And, as the words have respect to the mystery of the Ever·
lasting Gospel, they are made good and they fulfil His Own declaration:
" I give unto My sheep eternal life." When He finds them in all the ruin,
.destruction, misery, and helplessness cf their {all in Adam, He says
of them: "And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in
thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, LIVE;
yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live." This is
the glorious, majestic voice of God in His sovereign grace to elect
sinners, who by the fail of Adam were ruined, lost, lmdone, and are
viewed as stripped of all creature excellency to recommend themselves
to Him. Indeed, were it otherwise, their salvation would not be by
grace.
"But grace shall complete what grace begins,
To save from sorrows and from sins."

"Grace all the work shall crown
Thro' everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

It saves the elect of the tribe of Reuben, who are in themselves
unstable in all their ways, by bestowing upon them stability in the
truth, whereby they are stablished, strengthened, and settled iu the
truth, and are not tossed about with every wind of doctrine. Grace
saves them from those that beguile unstable souls. Grace enables
them to perceive the craft of their enemies and to abhor their ways,
and to flee from their companionship.
<i

Nor sittetb in the Bcarner's chair,

But maketh his delight
Upon God's law; and meditates
On His law day-aud night."
Grace delivers from those that are unlearned and unstable, who
wrest the Scriptllres unto their own destructioJ!. Ah! it is to be feared
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that the number of those who do tllis are many in these days. But
where the word has gone forth into the heart of a poor sinner, "Live,"
and that quickening of the last Adam has been experienced, .there wil!
be a reverence for the Scriptnres.
There is restored to Reuben that excellency which is over Israel,
and that strength which is in the clouds. Grace has given him for
his friends the excellent of the earth, and a standing in Christ, the most
Excellent, from which all the craft of Satan will never be able to cast
him down.
•
Birkenltead.
G. A.
THE INSPIRATION· OF THE SCRIPTURES.

By

THE REV.

J. P.

WILES,

M.A.,

OF DEVlZES.

(Contintled !mm page 35.)

11.

CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES.

have seen that the sacred books which we now call the Old Testament were in the hands of Christ in the days of His flesh, and that
they have been preserved nnchanged from those days to our own
times. The kind and wise providence of God has placed this important
fact beyond all doubt and beyond all controversy.
Let us· endeavour to consider in the present article:
I. To what extent Christ used them.
H. With what intent Christ referred to them.
Ill. In what light Christ regarded thenr.
A clear understanding of these three points will save us from all
error on the question of Inspiration, and will enable us to dispense
with all elaborate theories and intrieate discussions thereof.
I. In the reeorded words of Christ, which are doubtless very few
in comparison with the conversations and discow'ses which actually
fell from His lips, we find Him quoting Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numhers, Deuteronomy: all the five hooks of Moses.
"But from the heginning of the creation God made them male
and female." (lliark x. (;; Gen. i. 27). "For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, a"d cleave to his wife; and they twain
shall be one flesh" (Mark x. 7, 8; Gen. ii. 24).
" Have ye not read that which was spoken tmto you by God, saying,
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob~"
(Matt. xxii. 31, 32; Exod. iii. 6). "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself" (Matt. xxii. 39; Levit. xix. 18).
" And as llloses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up" (John iii. 14; Numb. xxi. 8, 9).
" It is written, that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word of God. . . . It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and Him only shalt thou serve. . .. It is written, Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God" (Luke iv. 4, 8, 12; Deut. viii. 3, 13, 16)..
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The above are by no means the only references to the books of Moses;
but they will suffice for our present purpose. We do not find in the
Gospels many actual quotations from the historical books of the Old
Testament, such as Joshua, Judges, etc. But they are often referred
to as familiarly known by Christ and His hearers. "Have ye not
read what David did, when he was an hungered, and they that ,were
with him; how he entered into the house of God, and did eat the
shewbread 1 " (Matt. xii. 3, 4; 1 Sam. xxi. 6.) "The queen of the
south . . . came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon" (Luke xi. 31; 1 Kings x. 1). "But I tell you of a truth,
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven
was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was through.
out all the land; but unto none of them was Elijah sent, save unto
Zarephath, a city of Zidon, unto a woman that was a widow" (Luke
iv. 25, 26; 1 Kings xvii. 9). "And many lepers were in Israel in
the time of Elisha, the prophet; and none of them was cleansed,
saving Naaman the Syrian" (Luke iv. 27 i 2 Kings v. 1-14).
Of the Psalms and the Prophets our Lord made abundant use, so
that in a short sketch like this it is difficult to make a selectiou from
His references.
'
"What think ye of Christ 1 whose Son is He 1 . .. How then
doth David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies Thy footstooll " (Matt. xxii. 42-45; Psa. cx. 1.) "Is it not written iu your
law, I said ye are gods 1" (John x. 34; Psa. lxxxii. 6.) "Did ye never
read in the Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same
is become the head of the corner: this is the Lor\l's dbing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes 1 " (Matt. xxi. 42; Psa. cxviii. 22, 23.)
From Isaiah our Lord quoted largely; and less frequently referred
to Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, Jonah, and Malachi. We will content
ourselves here with transcribing His quotations from Isaiah.
" And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah which saith, By
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall
see, and shall not perceive. For tbis people's heart is waxed gross,
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed;
Jest at any time they shall see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart, and should be converted,
and I should heal them" (Matt. xiii. 14, 15; Isa. vi. 9, 10). "Ye
hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth
nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me "ith their lips;
but their heart is far from Me. But in vain do they worship Me,
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 7-9;
Isa. xxix. 13). "Is it not written, ~{y house shall be called of all
nations the house of prayer 1 but ye have made it a den of thieves "
(Mark xi. 17; Isa. lvi. 7 and Jer. vii. 11). [This quotation from
Jeremiah is, we fear, often overlooked: yet Christ plainly refers to
the passage, "Is this house, which is called by My name, become a
den of robbers in your eyes 1 "]
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" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me
to preach the Gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke iv. 18; Isa. lxi. 1, 2).
And our Lord's last recorded quotation from Isaiah is, perhaps,
the most touching and wonderful of all: "For I say unto you, that
this that is written must yet be accomplished in Me, And He was
reckoned aDJong the transgressors: for the things [written] concerning
Me have fulfilment" (Luke xxii. 37; Isa. liii. 12).
- We leave it to our readers to search out other quotations from the
prophets which we cannot stay to notice.
But direct quotations are not the only measure of Christ's use of
the Old Testament Scriptures: His holy heart was full of them, and
they tinged, if we may so speak, all the utterances of His holy lips.
In His first public utterance (Matt. v. 3, 4) we have an echo of Isaiah:
for" Blessed are the poor ii1 spirit, blessed are they that mourn,"
agree well with Isaiah lvii. 15; Ixi. 1, 2; Ixvi. 2. ',' Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth," is evidently taken hom Psalm
xxxvii. 11. "But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace." And so on continually.
Finally, under this head we may refer to the walk to Emmaus, which
we shall have occasion to notice at greater length in a subsequent
article. "Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
nnto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself."
n. But with what intent did Christ thus refer to the Scriptures 1
Perliaps the following is a fairly complete answer to this question:
(a). To teach men the truth of God.
(b). To establish His own authority as the Son of God, the Messiah.
(c). To appeal to them as a rule of action.
(a). For' instance, when He wonld enforce the sacredness of the
marriage tie, He says to the Jews: "For the hardness of your heart
Moses wrote you this precept [allowing divorce]. But hom the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and
they twain shall be one flesh: SO then they are no more twain, but
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put aSlllder." The whole matter is here settled by quotations hom
Genesis.
When the materialistic Sadducees dispute the truth of the resurrection, "Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing
the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God
in heaven. But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye
not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob 1 God
is not the God of the dead, but of the living" (Matt. xxii. 29-32).
i. He even speaks as if the knowledge of the true God is confined to
,..
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those who possess the Scriptures, saying to the woman of Samaria :
"Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we warship: for
salvation is of the Jews" (John iv. 22).
(b). As the Son of God, as the expected Messiah, our Lord takes
His stand upon the writings of Moses and the Prophets. When John
the Baptist sends to Him the question: "Art thou He that should
come, or do we look for another? Christ answered, Go and show
John again those things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive
their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached
unto them" (Matt. xi. 2--5). He establishes His claim to be' the
Messiah by pointing to the prophesies which were fulfilled in His
mighty and merciful works (see Isa. XX"". 4-6).
In like manner He establishes His clainl to be the Son of God, the
Father's equal, by reference to Psalm ex. This branch of our subject
might readily be extended, but we must pass on.
(c). Christ appeals to the Scriptures as the rule of His own actions,
and of the actions of all men.
Why does he refuse to turn stones into bread 1 Because it is written
that man shall not live by bread alone. Why does He refuse to cast
Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple? Because by so doing
He would be tempting God; whereas it is written: "Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God." Why does He refuse to worship the
tempter? Not merely because the tempter is the devil, but because
" It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Hiol only
shalt thou serve" (Matt. iv. 1-11; Deut. viii. 3; vi. 16; and .,vi.
13, 14).
What is His answer to one who says, "What must I do to inherit
eternal life?" His reply is, "What is written in the law'? how
readest thou? ... This do, and thou shalt live." (Luke x. 25-28).
Even, as He had already said: "Whosoever, therefore, shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever ,shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called gl'eat in the kingdom of
heaven" (Matt. Y 19).
Ill. It remains for us now to answer the question: In what light
did Christ regard the Scriptures of the Old Testament? What we
have already written is almost a sufficient answer; bnt it '-'will be
profitable to give the question separate and more explicit notice.':[ ~:i
(a). He regarded them as the voice of God. "Have ye not rel}d
that which was spoken lUlto you by God? " (Matt. xxii. 31.) 9.1." He
called them gods unto whom the word of God came" (John x. 34, 35).
"Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your
tradition? For God commanded, saying," etc. (Matt. xv. 3, 4).
" He that made them at the beginning, said," etc. (Matt. xi.<- 4, 51" David himself said by the Holy Ghost" (Mark xii. 36).
(b). He regarded them as infallible, and above all possibility of
error or abrogation. "Think not that I am come to destroy the law
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or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfil. For verily
I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law [i.e., the Scriptures] until all be fulfilled"
(Matt. v. 17, 18). "The Scripture cannot be broken" (Jolm x. 35).
" Bnt how then shall· the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be ~ "
(Matt. xxvi. 54).
(c). Finally, He taught that ignorance of the Scriptures is the
cause of error, and knowledge of them the source of wisdom. To the
materialists of His day, the Sadducees, He said, as we have already
noticed: "Do ye not for this reason err, because ye know not the
Scriptures, nor the power of God ~ Ye, therefore, do greatly err"
(Mark xii. 24, 27). And to His own disciples, after Hi~ resurrection
from the dead, He expounded in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself; and'before retuming to heaven, "He opened their understanding, that they might undm'stand the Scriptures, and said unto
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things" (Luke xxiv.
27, 45-47). He made a Divinely-given knowledge of the Scriptures
the equipment of His own apostles, the foundation of that kingdom
against which the gates of hell should not prevail.
(To be continued.)
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN

TROUBLOUS

TIMES.

IN the eyes of the Church 'of God the most important event of, the
past year was the surrender of Jerusalem to the British. It shows us
that the sacred prophecies of the End of the Age are in process of being
fulfilled. We are reminded of our Lord's words (Luke xxi. 24), "Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles (nations) until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled." These teach us that there will be a time
when the nations shall cease to tread it down, and when its rightful
owners, the Jews, shall return to their possessiou. That time has not
yet come, but what has occurred is an earnest that it will come in
God's own time.
it is noteworthy that students of Seripture chronology have long
surmised that the" Times of the Gentiles" would end in the present
century.
All indicates how near we may be to the upward call, or rapture, of
the Church, sinee'Scripture teaches (as the writer thinks) that the
true Church will be kept" from the hour of trial, that hour which is
to come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth"
(Rev. iii. 10, R.V.).
What need for watchfulness and for prayer, and also for self-examination. Beloved readers, when we look back upon our past lives,
even since we have known the Lord, and when we realize and mourn
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over innate depravity, "the plagne of our own hearts,"-surely, surely
there 'can be no standing for us before God, but in grace, as " found in
Him" Who loved us and gave 'Himself for us, Oh, may we be found"Clad in His Righteousness alone."
I write this "Jotting" on the" Day of National Prayer and Thanksgiving" (January 6th). One wishes that it had been styled, Day of
National Prayer and Humiliation. For while Prayer should ever be
accompanied by Thanksgiving, as we are taught in God's Word (Phi!.
iv. 6), "Ill everything by prayer and snpplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known unto God "-and while we have, truly,
many reasons for thanksgiving, in the midst of all our troubles, yet
it is most certainly the case that what is needed is for the Nation to
humble itself before God; and to repent of its sins of U1l belief, and
neglect of His Word; its rejection of the Gospel of the grace of God;
its reversion to the unscriptural doctrines and idolatrous practices of
pre-Reformation times; as well as its gross sins of immorality and
lawlessness which invariably follow a rejection of the truth of God,
and of which all the nations are at the present time more or less
guilty (see Rom. i. 18-32, aud 2 Tim. ill.).
The fixing of a Sunday for the Day of Prayer has detracted from
its national character. How much better it would have been for a
week-day (or even part of one) to have been appointed, when all work
having beeu snspended by Royal Proclamation, and theatres and all
places of amusement closed, an unmistakeable national character
would have been given to it! My own feeling is that there has been
in this whole matter too much of the assumption that God is on our
side (the German Kaiser and nation claim tllis also!) because our
cause is righteous, rather than an acknowledgement of the fact that
God is judging the nations according to righteonsness, and therefore
of the necessity of the confession of sin, and an acknowledgement of
our helplessness apart from Him 'Vho alone can give ns the victory.
And I am deeply impressed with the thought that England must yet
more truly and humbly cast herself npon God if our cause is to triumph.
Leading men are still basing their hopes for the world's future on
the victory of the arms of the Allies! Our leading statesman has
uttered words which seem to be solemnly true. He said: "This is
the fateful hour of mankind!" But he is reported also to have said:
" We must go through with our Divine task to vindicate justice, so
as to establish' a righteous and everlasting peace." He spoke also of
the nations coming to the determination " that this must be the last
war."

But (1) The whole history of mankind is against the notion that
warfare can end war and establish permanent peace. 'As" civilization" has developed, so has warfare; and as time has gone on it has
become more and more diabolical and sanguinary. In the years
preceding 1914, at least in our own cowltry, the idea had become
6
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prevalent that nations were now too civilized to settle disputes by
force; also that preparation for war was the best way to prevent wat.
But in a moment, as it were, snch ideas were dissipated!
(2) This follows from the fact that human nature is depraved. as
described in James iv. 2 (n..v.): "Ye lust, and have not; ye kill,
and covet, and cannot obtain; ye fight and war."
.
(3) Our Lord's words forbid the realization of such a hope in the
present Dispensation (see Matt. xxiv. 6-8; Rev. xvi. 13-16; Dan.
ix. 26, 27). Yet the children of God do look forward to "a lasting
peace," when the kingdom shall be set up (Psa. lxxii. etc.).
But this will be after the Return of " the Prince of Peaee," for Whom
we look.
Sevington Rectory,
ROBERT. J NOYES .
Ash/ord, Kent.
THE
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MAGAZINE
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A RECENT rise of nearly 50 per cent in the cost of production, a.nd the
very great increase in the price of paper, imposes upon the Trustees
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THE GOVERNMENT" DECLARATION" IN RELATION TO
THE JEWS AND PALESTINE. THE TRUE SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE EVENT.
By DAVID BARON.
[From the Scattered Nation for January, 1918.]
IN my article in the July number of The Scattered Nation on "Palestine and the Future of the Jews: A Romance of God's Providence,"
I stated, what had been privately known to me for more than a year
before, that the British Government, through the leading members
of its Cabinet, had made a promise to help the Jews in the realization
of their national aspirations in relation to Palestine, and that this
great turn in the fortunes of Zionism was due chiefly to the influence
of one prominent Jew-Dr. Weizmann-who in the providence of
God was able to render very great services to Great Britain and her
Allies at a very critical point in the history of the war.
Since then, what has been described by more than one of the
leading daily papers as an "Epoch-making Declaration," has been
publicly made by the British Government in the following letter from
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Lord Rothschild :"Foreign Office, Nov. 2nd, 1917.
"DEAR LORD ROTHSCHILD,-I have much pleasure in conveying
to you on behalf of His Majesty's Government the following declaration
of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted
to and approved by the Cabinet :" , His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use
their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it
being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities
in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country.'
"I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the
knowledge of the Zionist Federation." Yours Sincerely,
r(Signed) "ARTHUR .lAMES BALFOUR."
Thus "with one step "-to use the language of the leading article
on the subject in The Jewish Chronicle-" the Jewish cause has made
a great bound forward."
i
" The declaration of His Majesty's Government as to the future of
Palestine in relation to the Jewish people marks a new epoch for our
race. For the British Government, in accord-it is wit,hout doubt
to be assumed-with the rest of the Allies, has declared itself in favour
of the setting-up in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people,
aIfd has undertaken to use its best endeavours to facilitate the achieve-

84

The Gospel Magazine

1

ment of that object. Amidst all that is so dark. mid dismal and tragic
throughout she world, there has thus arisen for the Jews a great light.
It is the perceptible lifting of the cloud of centnries, the palpable sign
that the Jew-condemned for two thousand years to unparalleled wrong
-is at last coming to his right. The prospect has at last definitely
opened of a rectification of the Jew's anomalous position among the
nations of the earth. He is to be given the opportunity and the means
whereby, in place of being a hyphenation, he can become a nation.
Instead of, as Jew, filling a place at best equivocal and doubtful, even
to himself, and always with an apologetic cringing inseparable from
his position, he can-as Jew-stand prond and erect, endowed with
national being. In place of being a wanderer in every clime, there
is to be a Home for him in his ancient land. The day of his exile is to
be ended."
It is indeed a great and solemn event in history, and a striking
vindication of the faith of intelligent Christians who, on the ground
of statements in the inspired Scriptures, and in spite of apparent improbabilities and the ridicnle often of the worldly-wise, believed in a
literal national restoration of Israel. It is also a sure sign of the times,
indicative of the near approach of the end of the present age, and of
the time when Zion and, Jerusalem shall become the governmental
<5entre of J ehovah's righteons rnle over the ear'th.
As Christians who have long watched and prayed for the salvation
{)f our scattered people, we cannot bnt be very greatly interested in
this new development in which God's overruling hand. is so clearly
seen. We can nnderstand also the joy and enthnsiasm which this
"Jewish trinmph," as the leading Jewish paper described the British
Governmeut's "Declaration," has evoked among the Jews all over the
world.
.
The year 1917 will indeed always stand out as an (lnnus' >nimbilis
-as one of their leaders expresses it-" as one of the most wonderfnl
in all the long Jewish annals_ . . . For two thonsand years the Jews
have wandered over the face of the globe-' the fngitive and vagabond' among peoples," and now "the peace promises to end at a
stroke that monumental tale of homelessness."
Bnt while writing thns, and with hearts full of sympathy for our
people, and concern for its national as well as its spiritual welfare,
we are yet constrained to add some words of caution as to the real
significance of this great event in Jewish history. Even Christians
have been carried away by the tide of Jewish enthusiasm over the
Government's Declaration, and have spoken of it as "the most palpable
sign of Israel's redemption," and as "a great light which has arisen on
the Jews" after the long centuries of darkness.
It is certainly a: necessary precursor of Israel's national redemption
-if we read prophetic Scripture aright-that the Jews should be
recognized once again as a nation in their own land; and this the
nations, whether from political or humanitarian motives, can brin"g

•

The Gospel Magazine

85

about; but the restoration of a large and representative remnant
of the Jews to Palestine in a condition of unbelief must not be confounded with" Israel's redemption."
Alas! between this and the day of Israel's great national redemption,
when the" Great Light" shall at last rise upon them, there is yet a
time of horror and of great darkness through which they must pass
-the" great agony and strife" which I spoke of in the article in the
July number-the time of "Jacob's trouble," such as was not since
the beginning of the world; the climax of all the tribulations and
sorrows of the centuries. There is yet a long-standing controversy
between God and them to be finally settled in the land where it first
began; there is yet the greatest of all national sins to be confessed,
the terrible national crime to be repented of-before Israel is finally
saved in Jehovah with an everlasting salvation.
How far Israel's leaders and teachers are still from the spirit of
repentance, and from the recognition that their sorrows and sufferings
these past two thousand years are due in the first instance to their
apostasy from God and their attitude to Christ and His Gospel, may
be judged from the following passage from the leading article in The
Jewish Chronicle ;.
"We have called the Government declaration' a Jewish triumph.'
It is in truth much more; it is a triumph for civilization and for
humanity. For it points the way to not alone an ending of the brutal
suppression of our people from whic'h ·directly they have suffered the
last two thousand years, but from which civilization, albeit indirectly;
has suffered no less certainly. It will mean releasing for mankind,
as a great spiritual. force, the soul of our people, cramped and bound
as it has hitherto been because of the world-position till now assigned
to the Jew. The time can at last be descried when the Jew will be
able, without let or hindrance, to perform for the world his J1\ission
of Judaism, that mission which alone is the justification for his existence as a Jew, and the sense of his responsibility for which has alone
enabled him to endure the unteUable suffering to which our people
have been subjected. . . .' The Government declaration marks the
definite opening of a new chapter-we believe, a great and glorious
chapter-in the history of our people. It isa memorable day for
Israel; 'This.. is,,,the day the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and
.be gat
Idh erem.
Here is the same old self-delusion that the Jew, while in a state
of apostasy from God, is "a great spiritual force"; the same old
boastful but empty claim that the Jew has " a mission of J udaism "
to fulfil in the world. This is almost as bad as the assertion of the
anti-Zionist so-called "Reform" or Progressive Rabbis, that the dispersion and Jewish history these past two thousand years is not to
be regarded as a punishment from God for their sins; but, on the
contrary, as a blessing to the world-in fact, "the realization of the
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Messianic ideal," for only as a Diaspora could they" fulfil their mission
of bearing witness to the nations of the true God." But as a matter
of fact, to which the history of these two thousaud years testifies,
Christless Israel-whether in Palestine or in dispersion-never has
been and never can be a real" spiritual force."
The "witness" which has brought millions among the Gentile
nations to a knowledge of "the true God," was not that borne by
Rabbis, whether Orthodox or Reformed, but by the Jewish apostles
and disciples of Christ-the Light of the World-whose true glory the
unbelieving synagogue has done its utmost to veil from the eyes of
the nations. The ouly "mission of Judaism " which unbelieving Israel
can and will fulfil in the world is to spread negation and unbelief, and
thus to hasten the consummation of apostasy among the nations.
Not till the real "soul of our people," which has been asleep,. and,
as it were, dead these two thousand years, shall be quickened by the
breath of Him Who called forth Lazarus from the grave; not till
Israel shall at last hail with hosannas Him Whom they have so long
despised and rejected, shall they have a mission of blessing to the
world. That will be the "memorable day" in Israel's history-the
day when they shall look upon Him Whom they have pierced and
mourn', and be fired with endless and unspeakable love and devotion
for His person and cause. Yes, "this is the day which Jehovah hath
made: we will rejoice and be glad in it."

The Great Zionist Demonstration.
Since writing the above article a gr'eat Jewish demonstration was
held at the London Opera House, Kingsway, on December 2nd, at
which the following resolution was passed:" That this mass meeting, representing all sections of the Jewish
community in the United Kingdom, conveys to His Majesty's Government an expression of heartfelt gratitude tor their declaration in favour
of the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish
people. It assures His Majesty's Government that their historic action
in support of the national aspirations of the Jewish people has evoked
among Jews the most profound seutiments of joy. This meeting
further pledges its utmost endeavours to give its whole-hearted support
to the Zionist cause."
Among the speakers were Lord Robert Cecil, a member of the
Government; Mr. Herbert Samuel, Home Secretary in Mr. Asquith's
Cabinet; Sir Mark Sykes, M.P.; Lord Rothschild; the Chief Rabbi;
Dr. Gaster; Israel ZangwilI, etc. Some of the utterances were of
greater significance than the speakers realized. Lord Robert Cecil
said :.. Probably the greatest step which the British Government has
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taken, with a view to secure to all peoples the right to govern themselves and to work out their own destiny, was the recognition of Zionism.
It was the first constructive effort that we had made in what he hoped
would be the new settlen.lent of the world after the war. It was much
more than the recognition of a nationality-it was the re-birth of a
nation-and he did not like to prophesy what ultimate result that
great event might have. For himself, he believed that it would have
a far-reaching influence on the history of the world." (Cheers.)
"Sir Mark Sykes, M.P., remarked that he saw something in Zionism even greater than a league of nations. It might be the destiny of
the Jewish race to be the bridge between Asia and E(uope-to bring
the spirituality of Asia .to Europe and the vitality of Europe to Asia.
He believed that they were going to set up a dominion of great intellectual force, and that Palestine would be the centre of ideals radiating
{jut to every coun t ry.
• "
\Ve, too, believe that the restoration of the Jews to Palestine will
have "a far-reaching influence on the history of the world"; but
that influence will not be for the highest good and blessing to mankind
until Israel is first" re-born" from above, and their covenant relationship with God is restored in aud through their Messiah Jesus. "The
destiny of the Jewish race" is not to form" a bridge between Asia and
Europe," and to be the medium of transmitting the mysticism of Asia
(misnamed" Spirituality") to Europe, and the spirit of a godless COIllmercialism and materialism to Asia, but to be witnesses lor- God and
His revealed truth, and to diffuse the knowledge of their Messiah
and the blessings of His gospel among the nations. And this" destiny"
they shall yet fulfil after the spirit of grace and of supplications is
poured upon them, and the eyes of the blind are at last opened to
behold the true glory of their Redeemer-King. Then" ont of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem," and
the original purpose of God in the election and calling of Abraham
and his seed shall be fulfilled :I
l!
" In thy seed shall all the nations 01 the earth be bless ea."
" This people have 1 lormed 101' jV1ysell; they shall show lorth My
. "
'{'raMe.

TESTIMONIAL TO MR. SAMUEL ARNOLD.
WE feel sure that our readeTs will be deeply interested in the following
account of the presentation of one hundred gnineas to Mr. Samuel
Arnold, our este·emed publisher. No general appeal was made, and
we ourselves, as well as a large number of other Protestant friend",
were unaware of the project until we read the accounts in the columns
of the Enfllish Churchman. As, however, Mr. Arnold is the pubiisher
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as well as the publisher of our P"otestant
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and 'Evangelical contemporary, the English Churchman, we are naturally
warmly interested in thIS token of the Lord's goodness to His servant.
Incidentally, we have heard that Mr. Amold has been passing through
great domestic affiiction through the long and serious ilhIess of one of
his family, and we rejoice therefore that this handsome gift will pa?·tially
(we are sorry it lllUSt be said only pa?·tially) meet the very heavy expenses
IV hich this illness has already entailed.
We should like to take advantage of tIns opportunity of bearing our own persoual testimony to
the IllIiform kindness \If Mr. Arnold displayed in cOJlnection with the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and also to the devotion, zeal, pl'Olnptitude and
earnestness with wlnch he performs the duties which fall to him as
publisher of tlus Magazine. We know he ljas the interests of the
Magazine at heart, and that he earnestly seeks to{) promote them.
Pubiishers, like Editors, have no holiday from their duties. Weekl.,·
journals and monthly magazines have to be produted and published
regularly and punctually all through the year, and probably reader.;
do not sufficiently realize that those who are connected with the issue
of such periodicals (including the printers) are men of like passions
with themselves, and men, too, who have their domestic triab and
burdens equally with others. It seellS to us, therefore, that it was
quite a happy thought which suggested tins handsome testimonial
to OUl' esteemed friend, and we join heartily and warmly with many
others in our congratulations, good wishes, and Christian sympathY.
The presentation to Mr. Amold was made to him on Thursdav,
December :;Oth last. It took place in the office of the Church Associatiou, in the presence of representatives' of the leading Protestant
Societies. It took the form of a beautifully illlllllinated address, an
album containing the names of the subscribers, and, as already stated.
a cheque for one hundred guineas. Capt. J. W. D. Banon was deputed
to preside and to make the presentation. The terms of the address
were as follows :"To l\1R. SAMl.'EL ARNOLD.
We, the undersigned, on behall of the leading Pl'otestan t Societies
of the cOImtry, and many Protestan~ friends, desire in their name, and
.on their behalf, to place on record grateful appreciation of y01l1' selfsacrificing devotion to the Protestant cause during the man~- ,ears
you have been associated with the English Churchman.
We fully realize that your labours in the interests of Protestant and
Evangelical truth have not been confined only to your duties Ln connection with the Englisl! Churchman, but that yon have cheerfully
given of your best, in season and out of seasou, to the promotion of
Christ's .kingdom on earth and in defence of the faith once delivered
to the saints. We therefore beg your acceptance of the accompanying
cheque, £105, which has been most readily subscribed by your friends
and admirers, as a small token of the regard in wlUch your invaluable
services are esteemed by them. We earnestly pray that in the days
to COllle God's richest blessings may rest and aQide with you and yours
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. until, in the fulness of time, you shall be called to higher service and
an abundant entrance into the joy of your Lord.
D. CATT, Secretary,
Calvinistic Protestant Union.
J. W. D. BARRON, Secretary,
Church Association.
HENRY FOWLER,

Secretary,

Protestant Alliance.
VVALTER A. LIMBRICK, Secretary,
Protestant Reformation Society.
J. A. KENSIT, Secretary,
Protestant Truth Society.
E. B. BOORNE, Secretary,
.
Women's Protestant Union."
J'lh. Amold, in reply, thanked all the friends who had subscribed
to the testimonial, and with deep feeling assured those present how
sincerel y he valued that token of loving fenowship which existed
between himself and his co-workers. They would understand how
proud he was of this tangible evidence of their kindly feelings towards
him, and he could assure them his labours on behalf of the Protestant
cause were not mechanical, but born of a deep and abiding love for it,
even from boyllOod. He then traced the history of the English Churchman during the period of the thirty-eight years he had been connected
with it, and paid a warm-hearted tribute to the chiefs under whom
he had served, and who had now been caned to higher service.
We understand that donations are still being sent in by friends who
were before unaware of the Testimonial.

.THOUGHTS

.

ON PSALM CXIX, 129-133.

By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from paqe 43.)
VERSE 129. "Thy testimonies are wonderful, but my soul hath observed
them." By " testimonies" here the ·Psalmist doubtless refers to the
Scriptures, which testify of Christ (John v. 39), showing us His mind
and \vill to sinners; and these are wonders, if we regard the Author
, of them, and no less so as it respects the contents of them. Thev
teach us all we know of creation, the origin of evil, etc., they relate
wonderful events in Providence, wonderful prophecies which have
been, and others which yet remain to be, accomplished; wonderful
promises, which have wonderfully supported the people of God in all
ages in the midst of all their trials; wonderful doctrines, which no
finite understanding can fathom, but which are revealed from faith
to faith; a wonderful prospect for the believer, when his earthly
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house of this tabernacle is dissolved; and the more we study these
wonders, the more we shall come to the Queen of Sheba's conclusion"The half was not 'told me," Now, to observe, or keep, an these
wonderful precepts perfectly, was the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
alone, and hence He is the speaker in these words; "But I, with all
my heart, or soul, have kept them," TIIis He did, that all who believe
in Him might have a perfect ground of justification before God, and
as in regeneration they are made partakers of the mind that was in
Christ Jesus, so it is their desire and delight to be found walking in
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless, The
keeping, here, )llay have reference to His estimate of these things, as
a rich treasure laid up in the cabinet of the heart and preserved as
most rare and valuable,
Verse 130, "The entrance at Thy words giveth l'ight, it giveth understanding unto the simple!' The word entrance literally means opening
God's word, as an open door lets in light and knowledge, Hengstenberg explains it, "The opening-up or explanation!' To the natural
man the doors of God's word are shut, This view is confirmed by
Luke xxiv. 27, 31, 45; Acts xvii, 3; Epheslans i, 18, The clause,
says Alexander, does not refer to the mechanical opening of the Book
by the reader, but to the spiritual opening of its true sense, by Divine
illumination, to the mind which naturally cannot discern it,
For the scriptural usage of the word translated simple; see Psalm
xix, 7, Not the foolish, in the strong sense in which that term is
applied to the ungodly, but those imperfectly enlightened and still
needing spiritual guidance; a description more or less applicable to
all believers. It is a singular fact that, while this usage of the Hebrew
word is peculiar to David, Solomon constantly applies it to the culpable
simplicity of unconverted men,
Verse 131. "N[y mouth J stretch and pant, because tor Thy commandments I long." Herein is expressed an ardent desire for spiritual
enlightening, The figure is taken from a traveller who, in a hot desert,
pants for the cooling breeze, Compare Psalms xlii, 1, lxiii, 1, Ixxxiv. 2,
Verse 132, "Turn to me, and be gracious unto me, as is right to the
lovers at Thy Name," The first verb does not mean return, bnt,
having hid Thy face, avert it no more from me, See Psalms xxv, 1':5,
Ixxxvi. 6, cii, 17, The right here spoken of is nothing connected with
the merit of man, but which rests 011 the nature of God, as faithful to
His promises. .
Verse l.33, "JY[ y steps establish by T hy Word, and let not an,'/ in,:quity
r'ule over 'Inc." The idea of establishing, here, is the Inaking firm, so
that there be no halting, Psalm xL 2. It is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps, and the knowledge of this adds entreaty to the
petition; for in proportion as we have learnt our own weakness,
shall we in all things look to the Lord for strength, See Jeremiah
x. 23; Psalm xxxvii. 23; Proverbs iii. 6. What a blessed Gospel
promise is that in Romans vi. 14: "Sin shall not have dominion
over yon." And here again is the encouragement to prayer-feel
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your need of an interest in the promise, reader, tUl1l that promise in
the exercise of faith into prayer, and you shall find the promising God
a performing God.
(To be continued.)

THE INCARNATION.
•

" Of whidt salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently,
who prophesipj{. of the grace that should come unto you: searching
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in thern
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sutJerings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not
unto themselves, but unto us, they did minister the things which are
now reported unto you by thern that have preached tll£ Gospel unto
you with tlle Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the
angels desire to look into."-1 PETER i. 10-12.

How little could the seer of old
The purpose of redemption trace,
When in the Spirit he foretold
The mystery of love and grace!
Yet though prophetic light was dim,
He surely knew he wrote of HIM.

"

Heaven heard the songs the angels sang (Job xxxviii. 7)
When God had framed the skies and earth;
And Heaven with Hallelujahs rang
When angels told Messiah's birth: (Hebrews i. 6).
But little can the angels tell
'fhe glories of Immanuel.
And when the praise from Heaven's bright land
The shepherds heard at Bethlehem,
How little could they understand
The joyful news made known to them !
Yet even they rejoiced to tell
That God had come with man to dwell.

And oh, how little can I know
Of such unfathomable love!
Bnt what I know not here below
Shall be revealed to Ille above:
Yet even now my faith can see
That Jesus came to die for me.
Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

" THE man ",ho is a wall-ing Bible is a grand power."-Dean Law.
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A RASH PRAYER.

MR. J. A. HALDANE "was urgently requested to visit, without delay,
a dying man in great distress of mind. He went, and was told by the
lmhappy sufferer, that many years before he had gone to the Tabernacle and heard a sermon which had so alarmed him as to eternity,
that he had returned home in a rage, and nttered a prayer to God ~
strike him dead if ever he again entered a place of worship. Years
elapsed, and he had kept his vow until the previous Lord's-day evening,
when he had strolled once more into the Tabernacle and again heard Mr.
James Haldane preach the same solemn truths. Shortly after he left
the place he was struck with paralysis. Mr. James Haldane declared
to him the Gospel, and told him it was not too late tD repent and turn
to the Lord. The poor man listened with intense interest, put the
result is known only to God, for he shortly afterwards expired."JJives of the Flaldanes, p. 375.

GOSPEL- BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editm' of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Vfe have now, through the LDrd's mercy, entered
up<ln another year. Affliction, sorrow, and death are all around us,
and we know not what is before us, but it is our joy to know that
our" redemption draweth .nigh." So may we wait and watch and
labour, ever looking to Him 'Vho loves us and knows "everyone of
them in Zion." "His going forth is prepared . . . and He shall come
lill to us " IH
\ os. VI.. ,)0) .
A friend writes: "Please accept my sincere thanks for the free
gift of magazines and Testaments you so kindly sent us.. You will
be gratified to kuow that they have been well distributed among the
boys, also to know that in the whole fifteen months I have been here,
there has never been such a demand for New Testaments as at the
present day, especially among the young eighteen-year-old boys we
have arouud us. On Sunday evening last I gave out over 200 Testaments, and had to refuse about 50. The boys just fought for them,
and it grieved me sore to have to refuse them. Vie cannot get sufficient.
and I feel there is a tremendous work here. I shall be so grateful tor
nlore."
From the Front: "I have lately received two parcels of books
and a few Testaments. They are especially welcome. If you can
send me more of the latter, I shall be glad. I have had one notable
escape from death; ten men were killed a few yards (about twenty
yards) from where I was. And one has constantly to realize one's
peril. But God is wonderful in all His ways."
A Commanding Officer writes: "Thank you so much for the Testaments. I had been intending to write and ask you to send me some
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more. I had given out all those you had previously sent me. We
have sent out about 30 men each week, and all have had a Testament
given to them before leaving."
From a lady: "I am delighted to receive your kind and generous
gift of 'festaments and books once again, and send you my warmest
thanks for them. I give numbers away, and they are gratefully
received by the men, and they promise to read them. We cast our
bread upon the waters, and sometimes find it only after many days."
\Ve want to circulate many more magazines, Testaments, and books,
and I pass on the following message from an old writer, to all our
. friends and fellow-helpers in the truth, "That we may at least stay
the longings of many thirsty souls with a sweet relish of a promising
'vintage of new wine tIns year we have slipt off this second ripe cluster
of grapes from its fellows, wInch if it be squeezed in the hand of faith,
will prove itself to be so rich, fragrant, and sparkling with the blood,
juice, and spirit of the Gospel, to any that are in truth the living
branches of the true Vine."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirli.UI Road,
R. E. BRwER.
Bath Road, Bristol, Janua'ry 1st, 1918.

l8to te lOt an t

~ e aeon.

CHURCH AND STATE-REVOLUTIONARY PROPOSALS.
By THE REV. 'N. SYKES, VICAR OF HILLSBOROUGH, SHEFFIELD.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE is interdenominational in its testin1ony, and
maintains a grand unity among its supporters on the fundament.e.,,1
principles of the doctrines of sovereign and discriminating grace. It
is also a " Protestant beacon," warning its readers against those subtle
-errors which underm,ine the National Religion as formulated in the
Thirty-nine Articles.
'
At the present moment there is a scheme on foot to alter the present
relations between Church and State. In 1916 a Committee, appointed
by the two Archbishops, issued a Report containing suggestions of
which the main aim is to obtain powers for the Church" to legislate
and j)ldge and act for itself."
\ ,
To Protestants the outstanding historical fact in Church history
is the "holy Reformation," as C.Qnvocation aptly calls it. PreReformation times bound our nation to Rome under the baneful
influence of Roman Canon law. The Reformation freed us from this
usurpation, and made Parliament to be the instrument of ecclesiastical
legislation. Under the proposed Church Reform scheme Canon Law
will be re-established instead.
How is' this to be accomplished 1 A Bill is to be presented'to Parliament, called an "Enabling Bill," drawn up by Church authorities.
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A Church Council of communicant-Churchmen is to be formed possessing
tremendous powers. The most important is as follows:A measure passed in accordance with this Act may relate to
any matter concerning 'the Church of England and may extend
to the amendment or repeal, in whole or in part, of any Act of
Parliament including this Act.
This means that the Scriptures, Doctrines, Reformation settlement,
indeed anything and everything ecclesiastically, will be brought· into
polemics, and all those privileges which our Reformers obtained for
us will again be questioned and :filched away from us, if the opponents
of principles of Protestantism gain their end.
THE SCHEME WILL REVOLUTIONIZE THE CHURCH.

The scheme is undoubtedlv revolutionarv in character. Parliament
is to be asked to give up authority which it has exercised, not merely
since the beginning of the eighteenth century, but ever since the papal
supremacy was abrogated. If the above clause be adopted then the
ACT OF UNIFORMITY can be tampered with and the whole religious
character of the National Faith be reversed.
Supposing this occurred, the Bishop of Manchester has declared
that it would then be left to the clergy in Convocation to set forth the
doctrines of the Church of England, and in fact to declare them to be
identical with the Church of Rome. The laity would not have any
part or lot in the matter, and in all probability even Parliament itself
would be Powerless.
The danger lies in lack of knowledge, for once the proposals are
really grasped, short shrift will be accorded to this scheme by the
electorate. Parliamentary powers will consist solely in the right of
veto. Neither the dot of an" i "nor the cross of a" t " will be allowed
to the Legislature. Not the slightest amendment would be permitted
any Member of Parliament.
THE SCHEME WILL DE-NATIONALIZE THE CHURCH.

The Bishop of Carlisle forecasts the de-nationalization of the Church
as the result of this scheme. At the present time every person has
a birthright in the National Church. He cuts himself off by his mm
act alone.
All this will be changed under the proposed franchise rules. Tests
will again be established, and the phrase" status of a communicant"
is to be the basis of the electorate. This confirmation test will disfranchise thousands who to-day have the right to share in the government of the National Church. Bishop Diggle makes the following
pathetic remark:"This seems to me the worst of all the faulty features of the
Report. It is a report of despair: of the abandonment of national
ideals in religion and the substitution of sectarian standards . . .
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I shall deeply deplore disestablishment, yet not with the infinite
sadness with which I contemplate the de·nationalization of the Church."
'fHE SCHEME WILL ESTABLISH THE AUTOCRACY OF THE EPISCOPACY.
Let the scheme speak for itself with regard to the House of Bishops :In respect to those questions' relating to doctrinal formulas,
and to rites and ceremonies of the Church, about which Churchmen are so sensitive, a special procedure secures to the House
of Bishops the sole right of originating any legislative measure
and propounding it for the assent or dissent of the other two
Houses.
Here is the establishment of an Episcopal autocracy from which
there can be no appeal. Any aggrieved Chnrchman must either bow
to Bishop law or leave the Church. When we call to mind how destructive criticism permeates the Bench of Bishops, and already they
have decided to "Bowdlerize" certain Psalms, an alarm must be
raised and a strong warning note given. It is not too much to say that
the main purpose of the new scheme is to get rid of the Protestant
character of the National Church under the euphemism designllted
Church Autonomy.
A careful study of the whole report shows that Churchpeople can
formulate presentations against their clergy to the Bishop in respect
to suitability or negligence. 'fhe laity, too, will come under pains
and penalties for their delinquencies. But it is impossible to find
a single sentence intimating that a Bishop can be impeached for wrong·
doing. A scheme maintaining such an immlmity is an anomaly and
an anachronism.
'fHE SCHEME IS BEHIND THE BACK OF THE NATION AT \VAR.
'fhere is not the slightest reason for launching such a scheme of
revolution now when the nation is engaged in a life and liberty struggle
with an unscrupulous enemy, and when thousands are at the seat
of war unable to express their views on the matter. Reforms are
needed; .but calUlot they wait till the end of the war, when Peace is
proclaimed ~
A scheme which will revolutionize the relation between Church and
State; abolish its Protestantism; de·nationalize the Church itself;
disfranchise the people; and establish an episcopal autocracy-is
not one which ought to commend itself to the nation generally nor to
those who love the glorious liberty won through the blood of the
martyrs and embodied in our Protestant constitution.
"BUT while it is vain to endeavonr, by carnal weapons, to effect
what the Holy Spirit alone can accomplish, it is possible to mutilate
the truth as it is in Jesns, so as to neutralize its power while striving to
render it more palatable. 'fhis is the great danger to which the truth
has in every age been exposed."-J. A. Haldane.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

" LIFE is smoothed out wouderfully for me "; "I daily thank God
for all kind friends and for my room in the Home, not only for the
comfort, but for the rest and quietness, which are such a boon, after
the hard life of toil I have had.". Thus two pensioners have written
out of the fulness of their hearts, demonstrating the helpfulness of
this ministration, which sweetens lllany a bitter cup, softens many
a dying pillow, and turns many prayers into praises.
Those who engage in this work desire to 00 so in the spirit described
by Izaak, Walton, in his life of George Herbert: "And having with
patience heard and understood her wants" (and it is SOllle relie! to a
poor body to be heard with patience).
"E'en down to old age, aU His people shan prove
His sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;

And when hoary hairs do their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shan still in His bosom be borne."
1,186 pensioners, in all paIts of the kingdom, involving a pension
experiditure of £9,000 per annum; much of the personal and spiritual
history of each one known to the Committee and the Visitors, and all
enjoying the regular and permanent payment of their pensions. Surely
this is enough to show that here is no charitable dole, but a ministry
of Christian smypathy and love. We thank God that so many of His
servants are permitted to see old age. Accident and chance have no
place in the believer's creed. A child of God is no unpiloted vessel,
left to the mercy of the storm; no weed left to the sport of .the fitful
. waves; for the dark season of adversity finds the soul anchored to
the Rock of Ages, our all-sufficient strength and stay.
Winter is with us, and the needs of our aged friends have become
accentuated, for the increased cost of food and of coal weigh heavily
upon them. The Society endeavours to meet their needs, but help,
at this t4ne, is urgently required. A visit to the Homes would do
much to elicit sympathy and support.
For 111 years the Society has been enabled to minister to the Lord's
aged poor. During this period upwards of 9,400 have had Life Pensions, and £500,000 have been distributed amongst them. During
the past few months the Connnittee have been enabled to make grants
of money, coals, blankets, and clothing from special funds placed at
their disposal.
.
Of a pemioner, recently deceased, a friend writes :" She fell asleep last Lord's Day morning, in her 86th year. For
more than five years she was bed-ridden, and used to say there was one
thing she could do, and that was carry her fellow-pilgrims constantly
before the Throne of Grace. She eould repeat nearly 200 of the good
old Gospel hymns, and had a wonderful memory. for Holy Scriptme.
Her hope was based absolutely Ilpon Christ and His finished work.
, 0 receive my soul at last,' were almost her last words."

