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comforeth U1I in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by tile comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 Con. i. 4.

THE WORD ON WHICH WE RELY.
" Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope."-PsA. cxix. 49.

THE Word of GOD brought comfort to the psalmist's soul. "This
is my comfort in my affliction: for Thy Word hath quickened me "
(v. 50). The psalmist had been dead in sins, but he had been
" born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
Word of GOD, which liveth and abideth for ever" (I Pet. i. 23).
He had been in a feeble state spiritually, but the Word of GOD
had revived him. Its reviving power brought comfort to his heart.
It was an ancient word which comforted him. He says, "I remembered Thy judgments of old, 0 LORD; and have comforted myself "
(v. 52). The psalmist did not want a new, up-to-date Bible. He
was content with GOD'S judgments of old. They were quite sufficient
for him. In these days the old Book and the Old Gospel are
regarded by many as out of date. Modern criticism has shown,
so it is believed by many, that a large part of the Bible is mere
fable. " Legendary," "mythical," and "unhistorical" are the
terms employed to describe those holy Scriptures whose plenary
inspiration and historical accuracy were taught by our LORD and
His apostles. Along with this revolt from the authority of Scripture there is a rejection of its ancient truths. We recently heard
a minister say how his blood boiled when he heard a preacher say,
\' We don't want the hymn, ' There is a fountain filled with blood'
here, and as for Hell, it is a wash-out." Modern teachers have
got tired of the old Gospel. They want a new one, a reconstructed
Gospel, a Gospel which will appeal to the men of to-day.. But
what saith the inspired apostle? "Though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8). The
Gospel which many want is a Gospel from which is eliminated the
Deity of CHRIST and His atoning blood; a Gospel which makes
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no mention of electing love, total depravity, redemption by blood,
and regeneration by the HOLY GHOST. May we, like the psalmist,
find comfort by remembering the ancient truths of the Old Book.
It was a terrible grief to him to see how men treated GOD'S
Word in his day. He says, "Horror hath taken hold upon me
because of the wicked that forsake Thy law" (v. 53). How can
we do otherwise than grieve when we see how the truths of GOD'S
Holy Word are being rejected in our own day 1 Nevertheless we
would still rely upon that Holy Book. We would say with the
psalmist, "Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which
Thou hast caused me to hope." GOD is " the GOD of hope" and
He puts hope into His people's hearts. He enables them to rejoice
ill hope of the glory of GOD. The basis of their hopes is the Word
of GOD. That Word has not only been written, but it has been
brought home to the hearts of GOD'S people. GOD has by its
means spoken to their souls. The message has not come to them
in word only, but also in power, and in the HOLY GHOST, and the
GOD Who inspired the Word and brought it home to their hearts
has caused them to hope in the Word which He spake to them.
Then they pray that He would remember this word and keep it
ever in mind and continually fulfil its promises. If He were to
fail, His Word would fail too. If He were to cease to be true to
His promises, His Word would no longer be reliable, and all our
hopes would be dashed to the ground. Thank GOD, however, " He
abideth faithful" and His Word, "the Word of our GOD, shall
stand for ever." What are some of the words upon which our
gracious GOD has caused us to hope 1
1. There is His W Md about redemption.
" He hath said, "CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). What a word to
hope in and to rely upon is this. 0 how blessed it is if He has
assured us that His dear SON hath actually redeemed and delivered
us from that curse, that penalty of sin which we justly deserved.
It is true that we have sinned. It is true that we have sinned in
Adam, that we were born in sin, that we have been guilty of
innumerable thoughts, words, and deeds of a sinful nature. It i,~
true also that the wages of sin which we have earned is dea.th-death
spiritual, temporal, and eternal. But if CHRIST hath borne all the
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penalty in our stead, we are redeemed, we are delivered from the
merited curse. We can therefore ask in triumph, "Who shall
~y anything to the charge of GOD'S elect ~ It is GOD that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is CHRIST that died."
There is therefore now no condemnation for us. We are rescued
from the wrath to come through the redeeming work of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST. We can therefore come to our Covenant GOD and
say, "Remember the word about redemption upon which Thou
hast caused us to hope."
2. There is His Word ((botlt forgiveness.
There is the FATHER'S Covenant promise, "Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). This is just
what we want. Our sins and iniquities are many in number.
Against our GOD we have committed them. If He remembers
them against us our case is hopeless, and we are eternally ruined.
But here He says, He will remember them no more against His
people. How is this ~ "Without shedding of blood is no remission." Hath the blood been shed which alone could secure the
remission of our sins ~ Yes, verily. Listen to the word of the
REDEEMER. "This is My blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). The
LAMB of GOD shed His Own precious blood to secure the remission
of His people's sins. He offered one sacrifice for sins for ever.
"By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Hence the FATHER hath been faithful to His Covenant
promise, and He hath been just in His character in forgiving our
sins and cleansing us from all unrighteousness. J t can now be
said to GOD'S believing people, " GOD for CHRIST'S sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. iv. 32). He hath " forgiven you all trespasses"
(Col. ii. 13). "Your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake"
(1 John ii. 12). Is not this a Word upon which He has caused His
people to hope ~ Who is a GOD like unto Him, " That pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage " ~ (Micah vii. 18). Hath He said this Word to thee, 0
reader ~ Hath He said, "Be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven "~ If so, go on thy way rejoicing. Put away thy doubts
and take Him at His Word, and rely with full confidence upon
what He hath spoken. Come frequently to His throne of grace
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pleading this blessed assurance. Say to Him, "Remember, 0 my
GOD and FATHER, the sweet word unto thy servant about forgiveness upon which thou hast caused me to hope. 0 may I ever
have a sweet sense of Thy forgiving mercy and grace, poor, unworthy sinner that I am."
3. There is His Word about adoption.
What does He say about this'~ Turn to the first chapter of
Ephesians and read the fifth and sixth verses. "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by JESUS CHRIST to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise
of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in
the Beloved." Here, surely, is another word of grace. Our
Covenant GOD hath determined beforehand that His people should
be adopted into His family. The result of this eternal purpose is
that they are born into His family, "born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GOD." The spirit
of adoption beareth witness with their spirits that they are the
children of GOD. Because they are sons, GOD hath sent forth the
SPIRIT of His SON into their hearts, crying, ABBA, FATHER (see
John i. 12, 13; Rom. viii. 15, 16; Gal. iv. 4-6). 0 how blessed if
we have been caused to hope in this word! How comforting if
we have the assurance that we are the children of GOD. Yet
nothing less than this is the portion of the redeemed. "Behold
what manner of love the FATHER hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of GOD . . . Beloved, now are we the
sons of GOD" (1 John iii. 1,2). Doth He not here cause us to be
assured of our sonship, "and if children, then heirs"'~ Yes,
indeed, "heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him." Moreover, if we are His children, He is our
FATHER, and He hath both the heart of a father and a mother.
"Like as a father pitieth His children, so the LORD pitieth them
that fear Him." "As one whom His mother comforteth, so will I
comfort you" (Psa. ciii. 13; Is. lxvi. 13). Have you been looking
over your bankbook and discovering that your balance is wholly
inadequate to purchase new dresses and overcoats, new carpets
to replace those which are worn out·~ Have you been anxiously
wondering how you will pay the dentist's bill or the school or
college fees for your children 1 Have you been concerned about
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paying examination fees and railway expenses 1 Remember, 0
anxious believer, the WORD upon which the LORD hath caused
you to hope. He is your FATHER, and" Your heavenly FATHER
knoweth that ye have need of all these things." Will He fail,
think you 1 Will He prove unfaithful to the Word He hath
spoken 1 You dare not say, "Yes," for heaven and earth shall
pass away, but His Word shall not pass away. The Word of our
GOD and FATHER shall stand though the heavens and the earth
perish.
4. There is His Word about electing grace and eternal love.
Perhaps you knew nothing about this at first. You became
convinced of your sin, and you heard of One Who had died for
sinners. You were drawn to trust in Him as your SAVIOUR. Then
you became a regular reader of His Word, and one day you were
reading Jeremiah and you came across the words, "I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). Ah, you thought, what a delightful
word this is. Now I know why He has drawn me to Himself and
put me in His family. He has been thinking of me from all
eternity. Yes, thinking of poor, sinful, hell-deserving me, and He
says, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love." 0 how kind
of Him to think of me before I was born, before the world was
created. Who am I, and what am I, that I should be the object
of such love 1 Another day you were reading the Epistle to the
Ephesians, and you read, "He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love" (chap. i. 4). You may have said,
"Well, I never noticed that before. I have heard people speak
against election, but here it is. GOD'S people were chosen in
CHRIST before the foundation of the world. Well, I know I am
one of them. Therefore I must have been chosen. Therefore
He selected me, He chose me, He elected me to be one of
His people before the world was created. Blessed be His name
for His infinite grace in doing so. This truth may present
difficulties and I may not be able to solve them satisfactorily,
but here it is plain enough. I will rejoice in it. With gratitude I will adore Him Who from the beginning hath chosen
me to salvation through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief of
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the truth: whereunto He called me by the Gospel, to the obtaining
of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 0 remember, LORD, this
word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope."
5. There is His Word about His presence, protection, and preserva·
tion.
" He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." "Fear
thou not; for I am with thee." The real and perpetual presence
of the LORD is thus guaranteed to all His people. He hath said,
"I will keep thee in all places whither thou goest." "I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of My righteousness" (Gen. xxviii. 15; Is.
xli. 10). Here His Word promises protection, strength, and support.
He hath said of His sheep, " They shall never pel'ish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hands." Here is a precious word
about preservation. The LORD'S family may therefore rely upon
His Word which promises His perpetual presence, His protecting
power, and His preserving grace. What a Word is His which con·
veys such blessed assurances to His people. Let us draw near to
Him and remind Him of His promises. 0 remember the word
unto Thy servants which speaks of Thy presence to cheer them,
Thy power to protect and to preserve them. Upon such a word
Thou hast, in Thy mercy, caused us to hope.
6. Lastly, there is His Word about heavenly blessedness.
He has told us that our great HIGH PRIEST and SURETY has gone
into heaven and is on the right hand of GOD. But He has also
told us that He will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of GOD. He has assured
us that when that glorious event takes place the dead in CHRIST
shall be raised, and living believers shall be changed, and all of
them shall be caught up to meet the LORD in the air and to be for
ever with Him. Here is another word upon which He has caused
us to hope. We" have in heaven a better and an enduring substance." We" desire a better country, that is an heavenly."
Our incorruptible inheritance is "reserved in heaven" for us, and
Our SAVIOUR is coming again to receive us unto Himself, and to
welcome us into heavenly mansions. This word of promise has
filled us with hope. We believe it. We look forward to its fulfil·
ment. 0 remember this word unto Thy servants, upon which
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Thou hast caused us to hope. Dear readers, has the LORD caused
you to hope in His Word ~ If so, go on hoping. " He is faithful
that promised." He will never break His Word.

Whitingto1l Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton.)

THE CITADEL OF HEATHENISM.
" Behold, I have told you before."-MATT. xxiv.- 25.
THERE came to the gates of a citadel,
Garrison'd by the Lords of Hell,
A Knight of the Cross.
He mark'd the turrets gloomy and tall,
He mark'd the strength of the massive wall,
And, measuring gain and loss,
He turn'd away with a stifled sigh" It is as I fear'd-the walls are high,
The battlements grim and grey.
How with a handful of weary men
To face the Foe's array?
Tbis is tbe hour of Satan's power,
Tbis is his day.
o that relief from across the sea
Might come in our sore extl'emity !Lord, our weakness is known to Thee! "
He cried, as he rode away.
There came another whose eager eye
Took stem note of tbe ramparts high,
Of turret and wall.
His heart beat fast, for he knew full well
The strength of that lordly citadel,
But he cried, "It shall surely fall !
Why should we doubt or fear or fly ?
IT IS AS HE SAID-the walls are high,
We are few-but He overcame!
And we come in the Name of a Living Lord,
To-day and for ever the same.
This is the hour of the Spirit's Power,
And here we claimClad in His armour, Faith our shield,
The Spirit's Sword in our hands to wield,
Sure that His glory shall be reveal'dVictory through the Name! "
China Inland Mission,
REV. F. HOUGHTON.
Liangshan, Szechwan, China.
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REVIVAL.
" Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejotce tn
Thee? "-PSA. lxxxv. 6.

THE opening verses of this psalm bear testimony to past mercies
experienced by God's ancient people. The Lord had been favourable to His land. He had brought back the captivity of Jacob.
He had forgiven the iniquity of His people. He had covered all
their sin. He had turned Himself from the fierceness of His anger.
Some have suggested that the word" captivity" in the first verse
proves that the Psalm refers to the deliverance from the captivity
of Babylon, and that therefore it was written after that event.
But the same word "captivity" is used for all the distress and
trial which Job experienced, and the turning of His captivity
denotes that the Lord delivered him from his distress and restored
him to more than his former prosperity (Job xlii. 10). Canon
Fausset on Psalm xiv. 7 says, "The phrase, 'bring back the captivity,' is a Hebrew idiom for restoring from depression, which is
a figurative captivity." It may well be, therefore, that, in the
psalm we are considering, the bringing back the captivity of J acob
points to some deliverance from depression, sorrow, and it may
be chastisement, which the peculiar people of God had experienced.
The psalmist acknowledges their deliverance with thankfulness,
but he now feels the need of fresh displays of Divine mercy. "Turn
us, 0 God of our salvation," he prays, "and cause Thine anger
toward us to cease." Probably fresh sin had been committed, and
fresh chastisement had been experienced, and the psalmist asks,
"Wilt Thou be angry with us for ever 1 Wilt Thou draw out Thine
anger to all generations 1 Wilt Thou not revive us again: that
Thy people may rejoice in Thee 1 Show us Thy mercy, 0 Lord,
and grant us Thy salvation." A need of fresh mercy is therefore
felt by the psalmist. Fresh experiences of God's saving and
quickening and reviving power are what he prays for. We desire
to fasten the attention of- our readers specially on the psalmist's
prayer for revival. The Lord's spiritual Israel can speak of past
mercies. They can tell of Divine favour experienced, of Divine
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deliverance from spiritual distress a,nd bondage, of the forgiveness
of all their iniquities through the atoning merits of their Divine
Surety, and of the covering of all their sins by His precious blood.
But they have often to mourn over fresh sin. They feel, too, that
they get into a dead condition' and that they need afresh the
reviving and quickening power of the Holy Ghost that they may
indeed rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of their salvation.
May writer and reader be stimulated by the Spirit to take this
prayer for revival upon their lips and to offer it sincerely with
their hearts that so they may experience afresh the vitalizing
power of the Holy Ghost.
I. Let us think first of the meaning of revival.
Just now, as we write, there is a longing for a revival in trade.
Trade is in a depressed condition. The volume of business, home
and foreign, is small as compared with pre-war days, and there is
a desire for a larger development of trade and a recovery from the
present depression. An English Dictionary mentions" The AngloCatholic revival" and explains it to mean, "a strong reaction
within the Church of England towards the views of doctrine and
practice held by Laud and his school." We can have no sympathy
with such a revival as that. We believe that those who call themselves Anglo-Catholics go much further than even Archbishop
Laud did, and in many instances they are Romanists in disguise.
When, however, the psalmist prayed for revival he desired, (I) A
fresh experience of spiritual life. The Revised version has, "Wilt
Thou not quick~t us again?" It is a prayer for a fresh experience
of that spiritual life which God by His Spirit bestows upon His
people. They were dead in trespasses and sin, but God Who is
rich in mercy for His great love wherewith He loved them had
quickened them and saved them by His grace. By the operation
of the Spirit they had been regenerated or born again. They had
been awakened to a sense of sin and had been led to see Christ as
their Holy Substitute and Saviour, and they had begun to live
the life of faith in the Son of God Who had loved them and given
Himself for them. But they have left their first love. They have
become cold, languid, spiritually weak. There is little appetite
for spiritual food. They are cold and formal in prayer, irregular
in attendance on the means of grace, half-hearted in the work of
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the Lord, and sparse in the fruit of the Spirit. They are worldly
in their walk and conversation, they indulge in questionable amusements, read trashy literature, and have little or no zeal for the
cause of God and His truth. There can be no doubt that some
of the Lord's true people may get into a spiritually dead condition.
They still live, but they are so low and weak that it might almost
be said to them, "Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art
dead" (Rev. iii. 1).
With Cowper they may say :"Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord 1
Where is the soul-refreshing view
Of Jesus and His Word 1 "
With Watts they may say:" In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannahs languish on our tongues
And our devotion dies.
" Dear Lord, and shall we ever be
In this low, lifeless state 1
Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great! "

•

It is to be feared that at the present day a large number of real
Christians are in need of revival. The influences around us are of
a deadening character. Worldliness has got into the Church.
Worldly men oftentimes dominate the situation. Error and false
doctrine abound. Public worship is becoming more and more
formal, artistic, mechanical, sensuous. Appeals to the eye and to
the ear have taken the place of the influence and the power of the
Holy Ghost. Gorgeous vestments, the undue intrusion of musical
instruments and uncongregational music, decorations, processions,
postures and bowings have taken the place of that worship in Spirit
and in truth which is alone acceptable to God. The influences of
the world, the flesh, and the devil have combined to weaken the
spiritual vigour of the Lord's people, and thus there is great need
for a f1'esh experience of spiritual life. There is great need for the
reviving and quickening power of God the Holy Ghost.
(2) A revival means fresh evidences of spiritual life. The apostle
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says, "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." Life
is manifested in the walk. If there is more life its evidences and
proofs will be manifested. What are some of the evidences of
vigorous spiritual life ~ First, there will be a keener appetite for
spiritual food. A good appetite is one of the evidences of bodily
health. In like malmer if there is full spiritual health there will
be a keen appetite for .and a delight in the Word of God. The
" sincere milk of the Word" will be desired. The" strong meat"
of Divine truth will be relished. The private reading and meditation upon the Word will be a pleasure. Family reading will form
a palt of the day's spiritual exercises-not so as to make it irksome
to the children, but bright short reading of the Scriptures with a
brief remark or two, followed by earnest, definite short prayer for
Divine guidance, help and blessing on the family, the Church, and
the nation. Moreover, if there is full spiritual health the appetite
for the public means of grace will be keen. Those who have been
content with attending the services once will come twice, and a
week-night or week-day opportunity will also be seized to hear
the precious truths of God's Word. We think there will also be
greater punctuality in attending the services. Many people miss
a good deal by not being present at the opening hymn.
Secondly, there will be more reality in prayer if thCl'e is a revival
in spiritual life. How cold and formal even private prayer may
become, yes, and even public extempore prayer may be formal
as well as printed prayers. If there is fulness of life the old prayers
of those who use forms will become vital and real, and the extempore prayers of those who avoid forms will be poured fOlth not
only from the lips but from the heart.
Thirdly, a revival will be manifested in a larger amount of
Christian fellowship. The Lord's people will gather so as to have
commlmion one with another. They that fear the Lord will speak
often one to another. They will think upon and speak of His
Name, His grace, His everlasting purposes, His electing love, His
redeeming mercy, His regenerating power, His justifying righteousness, and the coming glorification of the Church. They will love
to tall, of these things to one another. It is when people are in
a low and weak condition that they feel unable to converse, but
when they are strong and well they occasionally love the company
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and the converse of others. " Talk ye of all His wondrous works"
is an injunction to which reticent Christians would do well to take
heed.
Fourthly, another evidence of spiritual revival is great activity
and zeal in the work of the Lord. There will be more ministering
to the saints-especially to the invalid and aged saints. There
will be more zeal for the preaching of the Gospel to every creature.
There will be more enthusiasm on the part of Christians to encourage
and to bring others under the sound of the Gospel. The Christians
in any given congregation will be keen for the prosperity of the
Lord's cause in that particular church. They will pray for their
pastor and for the convicting and converting power of the Holy
Ghost to attend the preaching of the Word. Their full and firm
and unshakeable belief in God's electing purposes will not in any
measure cramp their energies or damp their zeal. They will be
ready themselves to every good work. Some will take a class in
the Sunday School and prayerfully persevere in that oftentimes
trying work. Some will become district visitors. All will rally
rOlllld their faithful pastor and seek to help by prayer and effort
the prosperity of God's cal1se. They will be "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
Fifthly, if there is real revival there will be more fruitfulness.
The energy and power of the Spirit will be so felt and experienced
that the graces of the Spirit will be more manifest in the life.
Think of these graces, dear reader, and ask yourself, do they abound
in your life. " Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance." 0 how we all come short in these!
By all means let us hold fast and very tenaciously the doctrines
of grace, but let us pray much that the grace of the doctrines
may abound in our lives. The Lord's people were predestinated
"to be conformed to the image of His Son." "He that saith he
abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked"
(1 John ii. 6).
(3) A revival may also be said to mean an extraordinary awakening
amongst those who al'e dead in trespasses and sins. Such a revival
took place at Pentecost when three thousand were converted in one
day. Moreover, all through the times of the apostles there were
extraordinary manifestations of the quickening and regenerating
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and saving power of God· the Holy Ghost, the Author and Giver
of life.
Such a revival took place at the Reformation when multitudes
in England, Scotland, Germany, Switzerland, and France were
brought out of Romish darkness into the full light of the Gospel,
and into the blessed experience of life, pardon, and peace through
the finished and atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then it
was that multitudes saw that pardon was free, without money and
without price, that justification was gratuitous and by faith only,
and that Christ was the One and only Mediator between God and
men.
Such a revival took place in the eighteenth century-" The
Evangelical RevivaL" The Lile and Times 01 the Countess 01
Huntington bear remarkable testimony to this. Ryle's Christian
Leaders 01 the Eighteenth Century is a volume full of stirring proofs
of the great awakening which took place at that period. It is
wonderful to read of the way in which God raised up faithful men
in various parts of England to preach the Gospel of Divine grace
in those days. Whitefield, Grimshaw, Romaine, Berridge, Venn,
Walker, Hervey, and Toplady, besides many others were mightily
used of God as instruments in the awakening and conversion of
thousands who had been sitting in darkness and in the shadow
of death. It is indeed inspiring to read of the zeal and faithfulness of these men, and of the marvellous blessing which attended
their labours. Nor must we leave out the great work which the
Lord did in Scotland through Robert and James Haldane. The
travels of the latter all over Scotland, the multitudes who gathered
in the open air and in churches to hear his preaching, and the
numbers who were blessed through His ministry are most interestingly recorded in The Lives 01 the Haldanes. Be it remembered, too,
that these men were loyal to the great doctrines of grace. James
Haldane was true to the doctrine of particular redemption taught
by the Westminster Confession of Faith. His able work on The
Doctrine 01 the Atonement proves this. This did not, however,
cramp his zeal in proclaiming the Gospel all over Scotland. It
did not damp his ardour and earnestness in seeking to be the means
of turning men from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
unto God. Scotland was at that time in a very dead condition.

The Gospel Magazine

61

Many of its ministers were Socinians, but a great revival and
awakening took place under the preaching of James Haldane and
others. This is what is needed to-day. We need men with full,
clear, and comprehensive views of the great and precious doctrines
of grace, full of the Holy Ghost, and zealous in seeking not only
to build up the saints of God, but to turn many to righteousness.
It often happens that zealous men are Arminian in their teaching
and that those who hold the doctrines of grace are lacking in zeal
and devotedness. This ought not to be. There is no incompatibility between a full proclamation of the doctrines of grace and
earnest evangelistic enthusiasm and fervour. From coldness,
lack of burning zeal and earnestness in doing what we can to
make known the Gospel-the pure Gospel-to every creature, good
Lord deliver us.
It is reported that a revival has been taking place in East Anglia
and in Scotland. A leading article in The Daily Telegraph for
Dec. 28 last, was headed" The Revival in Scotland." It began by
saying, "It appears to be established that the outburst of religious
emotion in the North-east of Scotland is the greatest which has
been observed in the kingdom for many years." It declares that
"In one place a thousand people professing conversion gave up
their pipes, tobacco pouches, cigarettes, playing-cards, draughtboards, dancing-shoes, and the like, and piled them in front of
the organ in the mission-hall to be the material for a bonfire."
Our knowledge of this movement is not sufficient for us to form
a judgment about it. Our experience influences us to be chary
in believing every report which we hear or read. We have good
ground for suggesting that earnest-minded people are often prone
to exaggerate and to conclude too rapidly that large numbers of
conversions have taken place. But there can be no doubt that
the Lord is able by His Spirit to revive His work in the hearts of
His people, and that His power is such that He can cause a great
awakening amongst the dry bones and give life to many who are
at present dead in trespasses and sins. For a revival of His work
God's people may well fall on their knees and pray.
2. This leads us to notice the Source 0/ Revival.
A revival cannot be organized by man. Some men have been
called revivalist preachers as if they themselves had the power
5
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to give life. If we ant a revival we must not look to men, to
organization, or to sensational methods. Nor are we warranted
in resorting to anything unapostolic or unwarranted by the Word
of God. We cannot possibly improve on the methods and the
preaching of Christ and His apostles. We never read of undue
pressure being brought to bear upon hearers in their days. They
simply preached the Word, and the Holy Ghost accompanied the
message with convicting and converting power.
The Lord alone can revive. He only can quicken and energize
His people. He only can awaken the dead in sin. Moreover, it
is evident that we cannot dictate to Him as to the time when He
shall put forth His power. He has a set time to arise and to have
mercy on the people of His choice. Our prayers for revival and
all our labours for the extension of His kingdom must therefore
be in the line of His revealed will and purposes. With these
thoughts in our mind we may well say in the language of the
psalmist, "Wilt THOU not revive us again, that Thy people may
rejoice in Thee" ~ It is the Father Who "raiseth up the dead
and quickeneth them" (John v. 21). "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth" (John vi. 63). But God uses His Word as a means
of quickening. Men are born again, " not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever" (1 Peter i. 23). It is the Gospel which is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. That Gospel
needs to come not in word only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost,
ere men can be converted. And the message delivered must be
not" the word of men" but "the Word of God which effectually
worketh also in you that believe" (1 Thess. i. 5; ii. 13). The
messenger must be like the great Apostle Paul, a believer in the
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. Who ever heard of anyone
being converted through a higher critic or a modern churchman ~
It follows that the great need of to-day is a return to a belief in,
and the preaching of, the pure Gospel revealed in the inspired
Scriptures, and a return to a belief in the sovereign power of the
Holy Ghost both to equip the preacher, and to accompany the
message for the gathering out from the world of all the sheep of
Christ who are scattered in all the nations of the earth. Preachers
of the Gospel need to have fresh faith in the power of the old
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Gospel and in the power of the Holy Ghost. The old truths need
to be preached with fresh faith, fresh courage, and fresh dependence
on the power of the Spirit.
Do the people of God desire to be revived ~ Do they desire to
see an awakening amongst the spiritually dead ~ Let them fall
to prayer. Let them say, "Quicken us, and we will call upon
Thy name." Let them cry, "0 Lord, revive Thy work in the
midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known; in
wrath remember mercy" (R.V.). "Wilt Thou not revive Thy
work ~" (Psa. !xxx. 14; Hab. iii. 2; Psa. !xxxv. 6).
3. Lastly and briefly, notice the Effect of Revival.
This is expressed in the words, "that Thy people may rejoice
in Thee." Spiritual health and vigour issue in joy in the Lord.
A conscious realization of God's quickening, saving, and invigorating grace whether in ourselves or in others fills the heart with
joy. When there was an awakening at Samaria we read, " There
was great joy in that city." When the jailer was awakened and
saved he "rejoiced, believing in God with all his house." After the
awakening at Thessalonica we read, "The disciples were filled with
joy, and with the Holy Ghost" (Acts viii. 8; xiii. 52; <vi. 34) ..
There is joy in heaven when sinners are quickened, and joy
follows and accompanies the reviving of believers.
Dear readers, are we not all conscious that we are not what
we should be ~ Do we not feel, too, the deadness in the professing
Church ~ Let us therefore pray, "Wilt Thou not revive us again:
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ~ "
"Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

to the Lord for His cause of that which He has first given to
us is a privilege and an act of worship, and must be done, not on mere
impulse, or in response to any sensational appeal, but deliberately" aB he purposeth in his heart"; regularly, proportionately, bountifully, and joyouBly.-Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
GIVING
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lFIilgrim lllapetS'.
WELLSPRINGS.

" That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life mJ Jesus Chri.•t our Imd."ROMANS v. 2l.
IN her own quiet cottage home there has lived and died a saint of
God at Saffron Walden, who now adorns as a jewel and diadem the
crown of her Emmanuel, Whom she loved so long and Who was her
precious and near Companion in her shut-in and solitary life. I could
not refrain from deviating somewhat from my usual article, to refer
briefly to this dear child of God, as the announcement of her translation reached me too late for insertion in the annual" Home-Calls."
I am greatly indebted to our esteemed correspondent, Mr. Reuben
Heffer, whom it was my privilege to meet once, when he found his
way (with such love to the brethren in his heart) down to our old
country home on purpose to speak face to face with my late beloved
father, who, needless to say, gave him a.warm welcome and place in
his affections.
Dear Mr. Heffer has visited and ministered unto this dear saint of
God, Miss Esther Turner, in his own town for many years, and I
doubt not has often found his own soul refreshed as he sought to
carry comfort to one of the Lord's poor and afllicted children. I
remember on one occasion his writing me some years since of Miss
Turner's deafness and consequent deprivation of waiting on the means
of grace. She could not heal' the preaching of the Gospel and was
therefore debarred from attending the place of worship. She was
shut in her room with her Bible and GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and would
often tell Mr. Heffer when he called, what a happy and hallowed
season she had had on the quiet Sabbath when her Lord and she held
tryst. Oh, how rich are the compensations of our God! How amply
does He make up for any earthly deprivation, and how wondrously
His children prove Him" good when He gives, supremely good-nor
less when He denies. E'en crosses in His Sov'reign Hand are blessings
in disguise." For this saint, ,mder the heavy aflliction of deafness,
her God had reserved" some better thing," and she was thus supported,
happy, and blessed. Mr. Heffer writes: "I am sending you just a few
lines to let you know that our beloved friend, Miss Esther Turner,
passed away yesterday, Dec. 19th. I saw her ou the 14th, the day
before her 79th birthday, and she said this had been the happiest year
of her life. She had enjoyed more of the presence of and communion
with her deal' Lord JesUB than ever before. Being totally deaf she
had scarcely heard a voice for 30 years, and she said, 'Oh! to think
that the next Voice I shall hear will be the Voice of Jesus.' "
Here we have a most blessed testimony of how "grace reigned
through righteousness unto eternal life" in this heaven-born soul.
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What an abundant measure of grace must have been bestowed upon
her, that could enable her to rejoice above all her afRiction, and worst
Satan when he beset her under it. And how sweet must have been
the communications of Divine Love; how real and comfortable the
Divine fellowship and communion; what glimpses must have been
granted her faith to catch some visions of that Eternal City to which
her soul was gladly hastening, that she could testify of her last year
as being her happiest. When our esteemed Rector was preaching on
New Year's morning and remarked how many of us could doubtless
say the past year had been" a most eventful one" to us, I wondered
how many of us could say as did dear Esther Turner, that it had
been the happiest to us. Alas! our souls" cleave unto the dust,"
and we are clogged and earthbound with the perishing things of time
and sense. May we, as we have constantly to make this mournful
confession, cry also " Quicken Thou me," and may we know something
of His quickening, reviving, and restoring grace.
And what a sweet thought this hidden saint expressed under her
sanctified afRiction, "Oh, to think that the next Voice I shall hear
will be the Voice of Jesus!" And now Miss Turner has left these
lowlands of sin, suHering, and death. She has heard the Voice of her
beloved Lord, Who "spake as never man spake." He has spoken
in her now "unstopped " ear"Come in, thou blessed, sit with Me;
With My own life I ransomed thee,
Come, taste My perfect favour."

The above expression reminded me of a hallowed and never·to-beforgotten season when, in company with the late beloved Rev. D. L.
Johnson, we made a call on a man of God some miles from his Rectory
home. It had been a veritable Bethel in that cottage. How hearts
burned as they spake of Jesus, and what love flowed from one, to
another, and how slow we were to depart. But as our hnmble-hearted
host wrapped the rug around our beloved friend in the carriage,
looking tenderly up into his sightless eyes he said, " Your eyes will
see Him in that day-they will." Quickly and aptly, as with his
graciously-endowed gifts he was ever enabled to do, dear Mr. Johnson
replied, "Mine eyes SHALL see Him in that elay: the God Who died
for me. And all thy living bones shall say, Lord, Who is like' to
Thee ~" Oh, the blessed realities and certainties of true religion!
How do His redeemed rest upon the promises anel' will ever find them
all yea and amen in Christ Jesus. And it shall be doubly proved by
the Lord's afflicted saints, " Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped."
Dear Miss Turner has dropped the shackles of earthly clay and
bodily suffering. She has done with sin that "hath reigned unto
death." She has gone in unto the King, and is following the Lamb
whithersoever He leadeth. She often spoke to her kind visitors of
what hallowed and sweet seasons she had enjoyed shut in alone on the
Lord's Day, and how THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE" was meat and drink
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Thus she grew in grace and in the knowledge of Christ
Jesus her Lord. So were her longings intensified to see her Lord as
He is. and to hear His Voice, and to be for ever with Him. She was
brought up by a godly father, whom she remembered tK'\king her,
when quite a little girl, into the park to see the lambs, and how he
said to her, " I hope you will be a lamb in Jesus' fold." She delighted
to speak of the dear men of God whom she loved in the Truth, the
beloved trio, Dr. Doudney, George Cowell, and James Ormiston holding
a warm place in her spiritual affections. And now, quoting the letter
again, "she has joined their company. She was only laid aside for
a few days, and then not out of her little room, as her complaint
required her to be kept near the fire for warmth. I saw her a few
hours before the end, and laying her hand upon her heart she said,
'The promises are here, though I cannot read them now.' She was
always so anxious to be of use to others, and seldom lost an opportunity
of inquiring of errand boys, milkmen, or bakers, as they came to her
door, about their souls, and whether they had any concern about
eternity. And I trust bread thus cast upon the waters may be found
after many days." When her last illness seized her, she said,
.. Perhaps it is the Master's message for me. If it is, I'm ready."
A friend gave her some sweet verses some months ago on "The
Valley of Sweet Content," and she was constantly quoting them.
especially the last verse:
.. Some day there will come a bend in the road,
And 10 1 I shall be in the presence of God;
And there in the beautiful Home above,
Shall sit at His feet in grateful love,
And know to the full what those visions meant,
In the quiet valle)' of sweet eontent."
But the text which heads this paper reminds us that as surely as
the saint of God, of whom we have been writing, had her happy and
peaceful seasons shut in with God, she would also have her great
adversary standing over against her to resist. She could not keep
Satan out. Sin and grace would ever be in conflict, though thanks
be unto God the ultimate victory was certain. "That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord." The secret of her power
lay in her taking unto her" the whole armour of God" whereby she
was able to withstand the fiery darts of the wicked one. Just lately
Esther Turner had finished reading the Bible thr01lgh for the 21st time,
and thus she received strength to combat with the fiery darts and
insinuations of the great enemy of souls. To this hot fight she was
no stranger, and she sometimes told her visitors of the severe conflict
she had had with that awful foe in the night season, and how it would
appear to her that she must be overcome by Satan, so deadly was the
fight. Then the Lord would appear, manifest His faithfulness and
power, and enable her to triumph over the arch-enemy, and triumph
in her God by the sword of the Spirit and faith in His Sworn Word,
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Thus, beloved readers, you will prove, as did our departed friend, that
"Satan may rage, but he cannot reign," as dear Joseph Irons once
remarked to the writer's aunt who was lmder great soul conflict. Sin
has reigned U!lto death in us, but grace shall" reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." There is sure and
certain victory for the bound and down-trodden saints of God, and
they will all in their delivering day swell the chorus of their emancipation, saying, "Thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Just such "victory" has been
granted to yet another, the notice of whose death comes to hand ere
I close this article. One who always attended the ministry of the
beloved G. A. when visiting Birkenhead has just passed away. During
her life-time she never said anything which could confirm the hope
of her watching, praying relatives of "the root of the matter" being
in her. How cast upon the absolute sovereignty of our God we are!
And what rest when we can believe as we sing of"His decree which formed the earth
Fixed my first and second birth," etc.';]
This hitherto silent one was at length laid low, and before the end
of her illness, which terminated in death, "she gave a spontaneous
and full testimony that all her hope was in Jesus," writes dear
" Follower On." And thus again has grace reigned through righteousness over sin which reigned unto death. Those sweet line.s of our
ever beloved James Ormiston come to mind, and with them I close
this faulty but sacred account of the home-going of yet two more
saints of God, who proved the truth of the lines" Sweet Thy mercy, deep Thy pity,
Sweeter, deeper day by day;
Deeper as life's shadows deepen,

Sweeter as earth's joys decay.
H

Soon, oh! soon, in Salem's City,
'Midst the ransomed sinner host;

I shall sing the mercy TriuneFather, Son, and Holy Ghost!"

R.

I HOLD firmly with Bishop Latimer, that it is one of Satan's great
aims to exalt ceremonies and put down preaching.-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
THE chosen people, therefore, are a race of true believers, convinced by God's Spirit of their ruined state, endowed with Divine faith,
by which they seek to Christ for help, and seeking do obtain pardon,
peace, and holiness. And an experience of these blessings brings
assurance of election. Thns the written word unfolds the secret rolls
of heaven. By grace a sinner is enabled to believe; and through
believing finds salvation, witnessed to his heart by the Holy Spirit.
-John Berridge.
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SermonfJ anb 'NOtffJ of Sermonf.'.
HIS

PROMISES.

BRIEF NOTks OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES
OR~IISTON, AT ST. ]\fARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises."
2 PETER i., PART OF V. 4.

ALL believers are blessed with all blessing in Christ Jesus, dear friends,
but all are not blessed with the same apprehension of it. The Lord
delights to see His people enjoying thei!' portion, and that is what I
would urge that we should seek grace to do-grace to enjoy those
things that are ours by eternal Covenant. We are variously favoured
with the blessing of God according to His good pleasure. The Lord
never wastes His blessings upon His people, but always sees to it that
they enjoy the blessings He sees fit to give them. Oh, that we might
patiently wait on God, dear fellow-believers, leaving to Him what
measure and kind of blessing we shall have. We cannot wait on our
God and not receive a blessing; we may not feel it, it may be deferred
in our enjoyment of it to a future time, but sooner or later He enables
the soul to receive it in the apprehension and enjoyment of it. We all
of us need the Lord to revive us frequently to enable us to apprehend
the things given us by God.
" Whereby "-let us read the two preceding verses: "Grace and
peace be multiplied unto you through the h-nowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord, according as His Divine power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the h-nowledge of
Him That has called us to glory and virtue; whereby "-that is, according to His Divine power, that is the governing thought. "Whereby
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises "-given to us
by His Divine power. "A man can receive nothing (Divine) except
it be given him from above," that is a most important fact.
" Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises."
No prayer that is humbly offered is wasted or lost. God watches over
the prayers of His people; though they are feeble and faint and few,
none is lost; so be frequently found asking, and asking Scripturally, for
great things. His promises are exceeding great and precious-that is
God's value which He has set upon them, so if we plead His promises,
God will keep His Word. All the promises here comprehended were
first made to Christ in Person. Let us turn to Titus i., the second
verse: "In hope of eternal life, which God, That cannot lie, promised
before the world began "-bef01'e man was. 'Vho was before man ~
The First-begotten among many brethren. Before sin came in, in a
past eternity the Father promised eternal life for some. He promised
His dear Son that all might come to pass according to His Divine will.
Oh, dear friends, how ancient is this promise of Divine things made to
the people of His choice before they were-in their Covenant Head in
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. Person, in certain terms that could not be broken. There is no contingency in the everlasting Covenant ordered in all things and sure--no
failure, no coming short. How blessed is God's plan of salvationhow marvellous-'how glorious. God never comes short of the expectations of His people. He cannot lie nor mislead. How much 'is made
by the Holy Spirit of the abiding faithfulness of Jehovah.
Turn with me, dear friends, to the first Epistle of John, the second
chapter and the twenty·fifth verse: "And this is the promise that He
hath promised us, even eternal life." All God's promises are great
and altogether fulfil the counsel of His Word. Venture fully on His
faithful Word, you will never repent nor regret it. You may wait
long its fulfilment, but He will not fail nor disappoint you. He is
faithful and just in regard to His children, we are not trusting a doubtful
or experimenting God. We are called to do with a Father Who pities
His children so full of doubts and fears. But He remains faithful, and
duly fulfils His Word. The chief promise is ete:rnal life; He addeth
thereto such things as He will. There al'e tinles when it can be said
we believe not; but He abideth faithful, He cannot deny Himself.
We fall back upon this when we have no feelings at all. We say, "Let
God be true; let Him verify His word in His season." So He gives
His people promises whereon to feed, and in due time they will becomc
performances-in His due time. Worthy of Him His promises arethat is why they are great. God rarely speaks of things as great, but
when He does we know how exceeding great they must be, reckoned
in God's proportion as to what is great. He remembers His people.
are dust-very humbling but very comforting to those who are in
poverty and need. It reassures us that although we are poor and needy
yet the Lord thinketh upon us. Cherish that thought that in Heavenly
places God is thinking of you in His love--the overwhelming love
that it is. He loves just because He will love, and He always will lovc
His people. "Having loved His own which were in the world, He
loved them unto the end." If I may so speak, our God will be at His
best when the end-death-comes; He will show His child how He
loves. His promises are the same, yesterday, and to·day, and for
ever. All our doubts and fears He bears with-it is so astonishing,
His love.
" Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises"
-precious for the choiceness and rarity of them, nothing comparable
with them. They are Divine, and it is according to His Divine power
they are brought to pass. "His promise is Yea and Amen, and never
was forfeited yet "-never one of these promises. In all the changes
that have passed over the world and the Church, He is bringing His
people by gracious measures into the secret and into the same opinion
of His promises-their exceeding greatness, their exceeding preciousness. There is no diversity of opinion among God's people about His
promises. God has sworn by His Own great Name to the blessedness
of His people who trust in the Lord Jesus. They are slways before
Hinl to do them good. In all your times of necessity, dear fellow-
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believers, He thinks of you. He considers your case in all the narrow·
ness and urgency of it. He has it all present in His thoughts while He
purposes a wonderful deliverance. The Lord works all things together
for good for you, He cannot break His Word. He has laid the respon·
sibility of the accomplishment of His Word on His dear Son, our Surety,
Who has struck hands with the Father on our behalf. There is no
going back with the Lord Jesus regarding His people. Let us to
night, the last night of worship in this year-we have had many happy,
happy times within these walls, and there still will be such as time
goes on, for the Lord will be faithful to Hinrself, that means to those
who trust in Him-let us leave our issues to Him. Seeing how wise
and good He is, we may safely leave them. God bless you all and
keep you, and bless you, and guide you now and evermore.
SOLOMON'S SONG, DISCOURSE Ill.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN ST. DUNSTAN'S CHURCH, IN THE WEST,
LONDON, IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, BY THE
REV. WILLIAl\I ROMAINE, M.A.,

" The upnght love Thee."-SoNG OF SONGS i. 4.
(Continued from p. 26.)
THE upright man loves God and walks with God. Love attracts,
and unites, and thereby produces communion. The believer has
communion with the Father and the Son by the bond of the Spirit;
from whence are derived to him all the graces and blessings of the
G<>spel, which he receives with a thankhtl heart, and shows his gratitude
by loving what God loves. We know what God loves from His revealed
will. This is the copy of his mind. And when the same mind is in
us that was in Christ, then each of us shall be able to say, " I delight
to do Thy will, 0 my God." The will of the upright roan is reconciled
to God's will, and therefore the way of the commandments becomes
pleasant. There may be difficulties in it, but his love rejoices to
overcome them. His spiritual enemies may tempt him out of the way,
but love sets him above their temptations. When the world tries to
share his heart with G<>d, he rejects its offers with scorn, for he remem·
bel'S that if any man love the world the love of the Father is not in
him. Does it offer him pleasure 1 His love has found other kind of
pleasure than the world has to give, even pleasures laid up at G<>d's
right hand for evermore. Does it offer him money 1 His affections
are placed upon the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is his heart
and there is his treasure. Does it tempt him with honour 1 He
desires only the honour that is of God. And thus love arms him
against the temptations which try to make his will act differently
from God's will. His love being sincere, he has upright intentions,
ha's a straight view of things, sees them with a single eye, and therefore
is not easily drawn aside. God's glory is his one great end and aim.
He has respect to it in every thing he does, and is as careful of avoiding
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whatever tends to injure it as if it were wounding the apple ·of his
own eye. And thus the upright man shows his love to God agreeably
to what is written, "If ye love Me, keep My commandments."
And his love to God not only enables him to do all things, but also
to suffer all things. This is a very hard lesson to flesh and blood,
but love makes it easy. Every disciple of Christ is called to follow
Him in the way of suffering. The cross is our portion. Self indeed
would be gladly excused in the taking it up, but love to Christ enables
us to deny self, and to take up the cross daily: "For love endureth
all things" (1 Cor. xiii. 7). Love can endure the sharpest cross, and
Christians hav~ rejoiced and been exceeding glad in bearing it. They
have had trials of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea moreover of
bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in
deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth, destitute, afllicted,
tormented; and yet they were happy under all their sufferings. Many
waters could not quench their love, nor could the floods drown it: for
they loved not their lives unto the death. In th.e very flames they
triumphed in their love to Christ, and in whatever shape death came
they rejoiced in it, because it would bring them to their beloved Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. And thank God we have still some men of
the same spirit, who know in Whom they have believed. Christ is
dearer to them than life; and if He should call them to give proof of
it, His strength would be perfected in them, and He would enable
them to say with the apostle: "Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ 1 Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword 1 Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us: for I am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature shall be able to sepal'ate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
And after the upright man has thus learnt to do and to suffer all
things out of love to Christ, he will certainly keep the second great.
commandment, which is like unto the first, and love his neighbour as
himself. Thel'e is no brotherly love in the natural man. He may
talk and write about it, but he cannot practise it sincerely and disinterestedly, because ills views are narrow and selfish. St. Paul's
chamcter of the Romans (chap. i.) is true of all natural men; they
had every temper that was hateful, and they were haters of God and
hating one another. But how then is brotherly love to be attained 1
It is from above, from whence cometh every good and perfect gift.
The Apostle Paul says, we must be taught it of God (1 Thess. iv. 9).
And another apostle says, "Let us love one another, for love is of
God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God."
From these Scriptures it is evident, that God teaches us brotherly love,
and when we are born of God, are made His adopted children in Christ,
and know Him to be onr loving Father, then have we that faith which
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worketh by love, to God and to man. This working love prays for,
and labours to serve, both their souls and bodies. It goes about doing
them good, seeking opportunities, and willingly neglecting none.
This is the upright man's walking with respect to his neighbour. He
is knit to him in love, and shows it by the labour of love, by doing every
kind and good office that is in his power. And thus he walks in love,
as Christ hath loved him, which is the highest degree of brotherly
love: for it is our Lord's new and great commandment, that we should
" love one another as He hath loved us."
Judge now, whether there be not good reason for the assertion in
the text, "The upright love Thee" 1 Can sinners be sensible of
Jesus's having done such great things for them, can they experience
such a happy work wmught in them by the Divine Spirit and not
love God 1 It is impossible. They have been made thoroughly
sensible of their being by nature estranged from God, and wanderers
from the right way, and of their having no power in themselves to
return into it again. They found they had no uprightness in them, for
they loved what God hated; yea they hated God Himself, because
He is the just Avenger of sin. But upon hearing the report of the
Gospel, that Christ will receive all sinners who come unto Him, they
were stirred up to come. And they waited upon Christ, until the
Holy Spirit brought them good tidings of great joy. He shed abroad
the love of God in their hearts, bearing testimony with their spirits,
that God was their reconciled Father, and they were His adopted
children in Christ. And being thus made upright before God, in the
strength of the Lord they walk uprightly. In their lives and con·
versations they make the two commandments, upon which hang all
the law and the prophets, the rule of their actions, loving the Lord
their God ,vith all their hearts, and with all their souls, and with all
their strength, and their neighbour as themselves. And thus they
give evidence of their love to Christ. This is the doctrine from which
in the fifth and last place I am to draw some practical inferences.
And is what you have now heard agreeable, my brethren, to your
experience 1 If it be, you are safe and happy. If it be not, I beseech
you suffer the word of exhortation. It is an awful and a solemn
word, and may God accompany it with the effectual working of His
power. If you were upright, you would love Christ, but as you do
not love him, hear and tremble if you have any love left for your poor
souls: "If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema
maranatha" (1 Cor. xvi. 22). Consider what it is to be under an
anathema, to be cursed of God-cursed by His holy law; and to be
finally excommunicated by that sentence which is never to be reversed:
""Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire." If you make light of this at
present, yet unless you repent, a time will come when you will wish
you had never been born, rather than have died under the anathema
of God. 0 may He now touch the hearts of those ungrateful men
who love not the Lord Jesus Christ, and may He, of His grace and
bounty, give them to taste of that love which passeth knowledge.
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May He that heareth prayer hear and answer, while I am speaking
a word to the formalist, who has something of the show, but no more
'of the power of Divine love, than the careless sinner.
The formalist is rather decent in his outward behaviour-he attends
regularly upon the ordinances-goes a great way in outward matters,
and has the air and appearance of a Christian. If you ask him whether
he loves Christ, he is very confident he does, and is somewhat offended
that you should suspect his love 1 But bring it to the test of Scripture
and it will not stand the trial; for the formalist not only has not that
true love of God, of which the Scripture treats, but he is also an enemy
to it. He is the first to cry out enthusiasm, if he hear that the love
of God arises from the knowledge of our being reconciled to Him in
Christ. It is with him the very mark of this new religious madness
for any man to say that he loves God from a sense of his having freely
forgiven him all trespasses. So that the formalist, with all his outward decency and profession, is rather farther from the true love of God
than the careless sinner: for the one has it not, but the other thinks
it enthusiasm and madness to pretend to have it. And yet the Scripture is full of this enthusiasm. It has thus assigned the grounds and
reasons of our love to God, " We love Him, because He first loved us."
Here we are taught, that our love to Him arises from His first loving
us; but how can we know He first loves us, unless He manifest it,
and shed it abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. And in this
way He does manifest it. He sends His good Spirit into our hearts
to let us know that He first loves us. Hear, ye formalists, the express
testimony of God's Word: "The love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us" (Rom. v. 5). And
until the Holy Ghost give you this love, be ye ever so decent in your
outward walking, you have none of the life and power of religion, but
are dead in your sins. This is the opinion of our Church concerning
you: for thus she teaches you to pray: 0 Lord, Who hast taught us,
that all our doings without charity (or love) are nothing worth, send
Thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift
of charity (or love), the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without
which, whosoever liveth is counted dead before Thee, etc. (Collect for
Quinquagesima). Charity signifies nothing more than love. And in
this collect the sense, as well as the epistle to which it refers, determine
it to be the love of God; and if you have not this love poured into
your heart by the Holy Ghost, let whatsoever else be in your heart,
you are counted dead before God. Oh that He may bring you out of
that dead lifeless state, in which you are at present, and raise you up
to newness of life, and place you among the upright who love Christ.
AndWhatever others may do, the upright will love Christ. Though
other men may see no form nor comeliness in Him that they should
desire Him, yet in their eyes He is altogether lovely. They love
Him for making them upright, and they give evidence of their love
by. walking uprightly. His will is theirs. They love what He loves.
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His revealed will is the copy of His mind, and therefore it is the rule
of their conversations. Being made upright, and the same mind
being in them that was in Christ, there will be the same outward
walking. They will follow His example, and tread in His steps, for
how can their love to Christ act against its own nature so as to hate
this will ~ Certainly therefore their love to Him will show itself in
love to His commandments. And if a man say, I love Christ, and
hateth His commandments, he is a liar, for he that loveth not the
will of God, how can he love God ~ And this commandment have
we from Him, that he who loveth God loveth His commandments
also.
Is this your experience, my brethren ~ Inquire strictly, and
entreat the Holy Spirit to help you in inquiry, whether Christ has made
you upright, and you therefore love Him and His commandments. I
have put you upon this inquiry, because the Scripture puts you upon
it, and because there is a general mistske concerning it. The Scripture
has expressly mentioned the effects which will flow from the love of
Christ in the heart; these effects we desire you to manifest in your
lives. We do not send convinced sinners to the law, and tell them,
If ye would enter into life, keep the commandments. No. We send
them to Christ, because they have broken the commandments, and
they must be pardoned, and receive justification to life from Him.
before they can keep anyone commandment well·pleasing to God.
But when the Holy Spirit gives them the knowledge of their pardon
and justification, then they receive a faith that worketh by love, a
faith that proves itself to be from God by working in love to what
God loves. These workings of faith by love to God and man are the
marks and evidences we desire to see in your lives and conversations.
We are authorized from God's Word to call upon you for them. not as
if they were your salvation, but as the certain effects of your being
in a state of salvation. The sun cannot be withont sending out light:
so love cannot be without producing its proper works-works as i
certainly flowing from it as light does from the sun. If works flow
not out, we are certain there is no love in the heart; for there is no
cause if there be no effects. Examine then, I beseech you, the nature
of the love which you think you have to Christ; see if it has the
Scripture marks of true love. Happy is he who looking into his own
breast is able to say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest
that I love Thee: whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is
none upon earth I desire in comparison of Thee." My brethren, can
you take up these words, and repeat them with praise and thankfulness ~ If you can, may you go on rejoicing, daily receiving larger
measures of Divine love, and bringing forth richer and riper fruits to
the glory of God. But if you cannot, do you see your want of love
to Christ, and are you hungering and thirsting after it ~ If you are,
look up and ask it of the God of love. Pray Him to bestow it upon
you out of the riches of His free grace. And let us all, with one heart
and one voice, entreat him in the words of our. Church to give us the
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experience of what has been now said, praying as she hath taught US :
" 0 Almighty God, Who alone canst order the unruly wills and
affections of sinful men: grant unto Thy people, that they may love
the thing which Thou commandest, and desire that which Thou dost
promise, that so among the sundry and manifold changes of the world,
our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."

JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
THE increase of crime in all " civilized" countries, engages, from time
to time, the attention of the secular press. Newspaper editors are
puzzled to account for what they describe as " a crime wave:' usually
attributing it to an " aftermath of the war"; the" movies"; or the
notoriety given to crime and criminals by the sensational reports of
many newspapers. War, doubtless, has had its influence in the
production of an increase of crime, but the seeds are found in fallen
human nature, and if the restraints of God's law, and God's Word, be
removed, the crop will surely be abundant. Our Lord has told us
sins and crimes" come from within, out of the heart of men" (Mark vii.
21-23). Years ago, it was thought that" education" wonld improve
human nature, and make the world better, but Christian people protested that education, apart from instruction in the principles of the
Bible, would prove futile, and time has shown that they were right.
God's people are not puzzled at the present outbreak of wickedness,
since the truth of God's Word is so often questioned and denied by
leaders in " the Church:' and the pure truth of the Gospel is so rarely
fully proclaimed and maintained.
Moreover, the Bible foretells just such a prevalence of iniquity
during the end-time (Rev. ix. 21). In the days of Noah, the days
preceding the Deluge, " the wickedness of man was great in the earth"
(Gen. vi. 5) and the earth was" filled with violence" (verse 13), and
according to the words of the Lord Jesus: "As it was in the days of
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man" (Luke xvii. 26).
The present condition of things, therefore, goes to prove the infallibility of the Inspired Word, the Holy Scriptures.
It is reported that M. Andre Tridon, a Frenchman, said to be the
greatest living authority on criminology, estimates the number of
professional criminals in the world to be 2,OOO,000! He also declares,
it 18 said, that" every human being is at heart a criminal, a thief, a
liar, and a potential murderer, ordinarily repressing these inherent
instincts." This is not the way the Bible puts the matter, but
M. Tridon's statement illustrates its testimony to the fact of fallen,
corrupt, evil human nature.
Our Lord's words cited above from Mark, chap. vii., are to the
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point: "Out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, etc.," etc...
.. All these evil things come from within, and defile the man."
But this fundamental truth of the total depravity of fallen human
nature is all but universally denied by the teachers and preachers in
the Churches!
A noteworthy exception to the ordinary comments of the journals
of the day is the following extract from the Lloydminster Times (Sask.,
Canada) on the increase of juvenile crime. The Editor writes:" The trouble to-day is that so many thousands of the young have not
had the advantages that those of a generation or two ago enjoyed,
i.e., being brought up in a home where prayer was offered to the
Almighty, and His Word read, and lived out. The average homestead
child learns from its parents as much about religion and the realities
of life and death, as do the little calves and pigs from their parents.
God is only spoken of in oaths and curses. Whilst the town child is
not much better off. We are persuaded that the cure of the present
distressful state of things throughout the country is to be fomid in
Better Homes. By this we mean, homes where parents by precept
and example endeavour to train their children aright, instead of
allowing them to grow up like heathens."
Let us remember, beloved readers, that" this present evil age" is
the world's night. When the Lord Jesus was here, He was the world's
light, as we read, John i. 4, sq.: "In Him was life; and the life was
the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all through Him might believe. He was not that Light, but was
sent to bear witness of that Light." The Lord Himself testified: "I
am the light of the world" (John viii. 12), and again: "AB long as
I am in the world, I am the Light of the world" (John ix. 5). After
He left the world, night again fell upon it; and the Apostle wrote to
the Roman believers: "The night is far spent, the day is at hand"
(Rom. xiii. 12). When the Lord returns to the earth, and His kingdom
is set up, it will be Day. He is "the Day-star" that shall arise, and
" the bright and morning Star" (Rev. xxii. 16).
In the meantime we have the Lamp of the Word, which is like" a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star
arise"; to which "we do well that we take heed in our hearts"
(2 Peter i. 19).
God's children, too, are" Lights in the world, holding forth the Word
of life" (Phi!. ii. 15, 16).
In the eternal city there will be " no night," for" the Lamb" will be
" the light thereof" (Rev. xxi. and xxii.).
Marshall (Bask.), Canada.

ROBERT

J.
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"ALL MY SPRINGS IN THEE."
PSALM lxxxvii. 7.
THAT beautiful old hymn sung so often on earth from full hearts by
so many now in the Father's home above lUllS : " My God, the spring of all my joys,
The life of my delights,
The glory of my brightest days,
And comfort of my nights."
These words voice the rapture of the children of God here, and we
know that to our loving Lord the joy that is all in Hinl and from Him
is very pleasant to Him. "For Thy pleasure they are and were
created."
Some dear sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, whose outward
surroundings are far from desirable, make their humble dwellings
into palaces, or rather the Lord makes them so with the ecstacy with
which by grace they view" the spring of all their joys," Who gilds and
glorifies the meanest things with His presence. Some who are racked
with bodily pain exult in the exquisite tenderness with which the
pierced Hand of the Healer of Gennesareth soothes the agony of pain,
the fevered brow, the throbbing heart. They attain the summit of
rapturous delight as they view Him in all, and know-know the
" afterward."
And some experience the depths of soul anguish and fierce temptations, which will intrude when ofttimes the promises of Him Who is
the Truth are well nigh grasped. Oh! thank God, it is not aur grasp
but His firm grasp that will not let us go. Friends, experienced
spiritual friends, fail to relieve the crushing" fightings within and fears
without." They understand not the secret windings and twistings
and whisperings, but He does. Even the very Word of God appears
only to condemn till He apply the healing balm. Prayers ascend,
but the heavens seem as brass. Only when He Himself steps in,
which He will always when this exercise has accomplished His purpose,
"the dross to consume, the gold to refine," does the burdened soul
have ease. As to Israel of old, He says to His spiritual Israel, "I
have seen his ways and will heal him. I will lead him also, and restore
comforts unto hinl" (Isaiah lvii. 18). Then when the work of grace
is done, the enemy vanquished and the heart calmly resting, listening
to His voice only, we can rejoice, and He will" come into His garden
and eat His pleasant fruits."
Is it not a great privilege, inexpressibly great to be a pleasure to
Him, to "do those things which are pleasing in His sight 1" We
find records of that which is indeed well pleasing to Him. We read in
Phi!. iv. 18 of St. Paul acknowledging gifts from the loving Philippians
to himself-gifts which he evidently regarded as sacrifices for his
sake-and he adds, they were the" odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well pleasing to God." For love to His people is love to
Hinlself, so closely united are they to Him. "Why persecutist thou
6
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Me?" St. Paul, with his heart full of gratitude and, we may also
say, full of delight in beholding fruit, the fruit of his ministry, adds
that inimitable assurance which has strengthened the hearts of the
Church of God through all generations, "My God shall supply all
your need," a promise which has been abundantly and constantly
fulfilled. He supplies not stiutingly, carefully, like a man with poor
or limited ability, but" according to His riches in glory," and do note
the channel, "by Chr·ist Jesus." Christ in all.
We find in Col. iii. 20 another satisfaction of the Lord, "Children,
obey your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord."
Obedience to parents is a strong trait of the law given by Moses, and
is the only commandment with promise: "Honour thy father and thy
mother, that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee." One of the saddest features of the present days
is disobedience to parents and contempt for their authority and opinions
and wishes. This, too, is one of the characteristics of " the last days"
(see 2 Tim. iii. 2). It is extremely painful, especially in the sight of
tender-hearted sons and daughters who loved and were loved by very
dear parents, and who reverence and cherish the memories of them.
In Psalm cxlvii. 11 we find" The Lord taket.h pleasure in them that
fear Him." This fear means reverential trust, hatred of evil, not
terro.r which is usually associated with the word. He takes pleasure
in His trusting people, "those that hope in His mercy."
Then the sum of all. "The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
His Hand" (Isaiah liii. 10). Whose Hand 1 The beloved only Son
of the Father, Christ Jesus, Who undertakes and fulfils all His
covenant engagements in His Own Person. Link with this the Father's
words (Isaiah xlii. 21), "The Lord is well pleased for His (Christ's)
righteousness sake," and St. Matt. iii. 17, "My beloved Son in Whom
I am well pleased." See, dear reader, the key to all God's pleasure,
in Christ.
Thus" all my springs are in Him "-all springs of every joy, " All
my heart to Thee is springing." Springs mount upwa-rds from the
depths, and the Christward life is ever soaring upward from the depths
of the heart to the place where He is, springs of life, springs of action,
springs of hope and joy.
" All my fresh springs in Him" is the Prayer Book version. There
are ever fresh hopes, fresh joys, fresh upliftings, fresh revelations in
the Christ of God. He is ever expanding, and is " a sea of sweetness
without one drop of gall."
May you and I experience and rejoice in this supreme gladdening
love, dear reader, more and more.
" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ, to Whom he glory for ever and ever. Amen"
NETTlE.
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MORE REMINISCENCES.
By THE REV. R. J. NoYEs, B.D., OF MARSHALL (SASK.), CANADA.
THE perusal of Mr. J. E. Winder's papers in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for July and August last, entitled" Reminiscences of Grace and Mercy,
and of Men of Grace," led my thoughts repeatedly to the parish in
which I began my ministry, viz., St. Peter's, OIdham Road, Manchester;
working one year with the Rector, the late Rev. F. Whylock Davis,
and two years subsequently in sole charge, by reason of Mr. Davis's
illness, on account of which he obtained leave of absence, and went
to reside at Southport, where he died.
I do not recollect having ever met with Mr. Winder, but distinctly
remember his being spoken of by our worthy Bible Woman, Miss
Alice Davies, of whom I lost sight after leaving Manchester. Shc was
of a singularly gentle disposition, and in her daily life "adorned the
doctrine of God our Saviour." She was, \vithout doubt, made very
useful to the poor of the flock in that neighbourhood. "The memory
of the just is blessed."
In some personal "Reminiscences" published in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for April, 1912, I have pointed out how plainly the Lord
directed my steps to the aforenamed Parish, and I must not repeat
myself. I may, howevcr, say that it brought me into contact and
fellowship with many well-taught children of God, from whom I
learned much. How true it is: "In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths!" The hearty welcome I received
from the congregation, and the kindness they showed me on the
occasion of my marriage, and on my leaving the parish, I can neVel'
forget.
There were many of the Lord's jewels in that poor parish and neigh.
bourhood, of whom I oftcn think. The majority are now, doubtless,
with the Lord, but a few of the YOlmger ones still remain, though
various changes of sphere in my ministry, as well as distance,. have
precluded a continuance of Christian intercourse and fellowship. They
were" poor in this world," but" rich in faith," being deeply taught
by the Holy Spirit under the ministry of Mr. Davis, and so "shone
as lights in the world."
I must here relate a touching incident of which my dear wife has
often spoken. A Christian man, who lived alone, received from our
poor fund a weekly allowance, and one week I was rather late in giving
this, and, being otherwise engaged, asked Mrs. Noyes to take it to him.
When she arrived at the house, or room, in which he lived, she found
his table laid, as if for a meal: plate, knife and fork, etc., but no food!
On questioning him she found that he had no food in the house, but
was trusting the Lord to send it to supply his need, "and," he said,
"you see the means to get it has come." John Newton wrote:'
" Though it is not given to the world to know what an intercourse
is carried on between heaven and earth, nor with what acceptance
the prayers of the poor and afflicted enter into thc ears of the Lord
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of hosts, yet many of them have had such proofs of His attention,
wisdom, faithfulness, power, and love, in supplying their wants, and
opening them a way of relief, when they have been beset with difficulties on all sides, as have been, to themselves at least, no less certain
and indisputable, I had almost said no less glorious, than the miracles
which He Wl'ought for Israel, when He divided the Red Sea before
them, and gave them food from the clouds, Such evidences of the
power of faith, the efficacy of prayer, and the truth of the Scriptures
(preferable to mountains of gold and silver, and for which the state
of poverty furnishes the most frequent occasions), are a rich overbalance for all its inconveniences" (letter "On the Advantages of
Poverty") ,
All God's children can, more or less, abundantly testify to the
fulfilment of the Lord's promise; "lIfy God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19),
and that notwithstanding many doubts and fears.
The writer could relate many instances of the Lord's great goodness
to him, through the ministration of His children. Let one sufficc
here. During the time I was at Openshaw, near Manchester, I had
one day been in town, and was waiting for a short time for my train
in the waiting-room. A Christian gentleman whom I knew slightly,
and who lived some miles from Jlfanehester, came in, and we had a
little conversation while waiting for our trains. I was feeling a little
tired and low-spirited. A day or two later a son of the aforesaid
gentleman called at my house, and said that when his father saw me
he thought I was looking rather poorly and depressed, and he had
sent a little present for my acceptance. It was ten golden sovereigns!
In other places, afterwards, I had greater difficulties, but the Lord
mercifully delivered me out of all. "He hath delivered, He doth
deliver, in whom we trust that He will yet deliver us." "Is anything.
too hard for the Lord 1 "
lIfr. Davis was a very fluent preacher, so much so that the uneducated
portion of his congregation found it difficult to follow him. As, at
that time, I was very slow in my delivery, my preaching was quite a
contrast; but several told me that they were better able on that
account to follow intelligently.
As lIfr. Winder tells, lIfr. Davis had been an officer-in the :Marines
I understood-and in his unconverted days was a sceptic; and, as he
told me, often had the Bible on his breakfast table, endeavouring to
find points to cavil at. But like the apostle Paul, when called of God,
he " preached the faith, which once he destroyed."
!ifI'. Winder omitted to mention one of lVIr. Davis's curates, the late
Rev. W. Johnson, a faithful and gracious man. He was, if I mistake
not, my immediate predecessor, but only held the curacy for a short
time, having been preferred to the vicarage of Christ Church, Bacup,
where he ministered for many years. How differently he and I were
led i-he being located for so long in one place, and I sent here and
there in God's Providence. Looking back I realise that, humanly
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speaking, one may make mistakes, but God ovemlles all for His own
glory, and His people's good. "A man's heart deviseth his way,
but the Lord directeth his steps." For myself, I can echo, though at
a great distance, the apostle's words: "Thanks be to God which always
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest·the savour of
His knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet
savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish.
To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other
the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things 1 "
(2 Cor. ii. 14-16).
Mr. Winder adverts to the circumstance that there were many Roman
Catholics in the Parish of St. Peter's, Oldham Road, "Who instead
of giving you a welcome, would sometimes lift a poker and in a threatening manner bid you begone." This happened to me once. I had
been visiting a dying man, a Roman Catholic, who seemed to welcome
my ministrations, having learned the truth, he told me, during a time
he was in jail! On the last occasion I visited him, a woman emerged
from a house opposite, with a poker, in a threatening way, and with
threatening words!
On another occasion, when visiting a poor person, a Protestant who
lodged with Roman Catholics, I got into controversy with the man
of the house, whom I found well posted up with Rome's argumenta.
After some time his wife came in, and joined in the discussion, but,
finally, not being able to silence me, she used violent language, and
I was glad to get away. For a parting shot she called after me, " There
is only one true Church, out of which there is no salvation; and you
are all going where Luther and Calvin are." To which I said, I think
orally, but certainly in my heart, "I hope so."
While on this subject, I must mention another visit paid to a member
of St. Peter's congregation, when he was sick, who had been brought
up, he told me, a Roman Catholic. When I asked hin! what JIleans
Were used for his conversion, he said that it was hearing a Scripture
reader read to him the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans.
Here was an instance of the power of the Word, as employed by the
Holy Spirit, to bring" from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God."
After the death of the Rev. W. Parks, of Openshaw, which occurred
a year or two before I went to Manchester, some Manchester friends
who used to attend his ministry at St. Barnabas', Openshaw, became
members of Mr. Davis's congregation. After my arrival, I found that
they were accustomed to meet at one another's houses for tea, and
afterwards for prayer, praise, and the study of the Word. To these
I was invited, and found them very profitable. In all my ministerial
experience I was never anywhere where similar periodical meetings
were held, and it would be well if they Were more common, for, surely,
in this way is the apostolic exhortation put in practice: "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is; but exhorting one another; and so much the more as ye see the
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day approaching" (Heb. x. 25). Subsequently it was felt that a
latger and more public gathering was desirable, and a room was taken
where the meetings were regularly held. This developed later into
the Religious Institute meetings. With one exception I had the
pleasure of tlie intimate acquaintance of all the gracious men named
in Mr. Winder's list of preaehers there, and of several of them I will
now give some personal reminiscences.
During the time I was in Manchester, a free· grace magazine was in
circulation entitled "The Remembrancer," ably edited by the late
Rev. W. Lush. I had mueh enjoyed some articles signed "T. B.,
Barrow Hill," and at one of the private gatherings alluded to above
I asked our host, Mr. William Simmons, " Who is 'T. B.' who writes
in 'The Remembrancer ' 1" "Oh!" he said, "Mr. Bradbury; he
often comes to Manchester, and I will introduce you to him some day."
Shortly afterwards there came a ring at the front door, and Mr.
Bradbury was lme:>:pectedly announced! He joined our circle, and a
very profitable evening was spent.
Mr. Bradbury (Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, for many
years) was an out·and·out champion for the doctrines of grace. We
were both present and spoke at the first Leicester Conference of free·
grace ministers and others, convened by the late Rev. G. W. Straton,
Rector of Aylestone, and father of the late Bishop of Newcastle. Two
or three such Conferences were held, and were precursory of the betterknown Clifton Conferences which were held annually for a lengthened
period.
When attending the first Leicester Conference, I was walking through
the streets of the town towards the place of meeting, in company
with my friend, 11ft. W. Simmonds, when we unexpectedly met the
Rev. Dr. Gregg, for some time Vicar of St. John's, Harborne,
Birmingham, and afterwards a Bishop of the "Reformed Episcopal
Church." Without any previous word of greeting, he hailed us with
the quotation: "The ringleaders of the sect of the Nazarenes ! " a
circumstance which fastened itself deeply in my memory.
At this first Leicester Conference, Mr. Straton asked me to speak.
I was very nervous, as I had never spoken from a public platform
before. I began by saying that in the New Testament, Christians
were spoken of as " Bclievers," when I hcard the deep bass voice of
Mr. Bradbury, just behind me on the platform, say emphatically,
" They are not!" This nearly caused me to break down, but I was
able to quote Acts v. 14, " Believers were the more added to the Lord,"
also 1 Tim. iv. 12, "Be thou an example of the believers," and the
Lord helped me to continue my address. Dear Mr. Bradbury no
doubt spoke in his zeal against a free-will faith, and had forgotten,
probably, for the moment, the Scriptures above cited. However,
at the conclusion of the morning conference he spoke with me. I
forget what passed exactly-I did not refer to what he had said-but
by way of atonement, as I conjecture, he made me a very handsome
present, and we were ever afterwards the best of friends.
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Of the late Rev. A. Haworth I must write a few words. I knew
him well, and frequently occupied the pulpit of St. Catherine's,
Manchester.
When I knew him he was a tl1le "Evangelical" and free-grace
preacher, but I was told that he was at one time unable to receive
the distinctive doctrines of grace. An aged pilgrim, a Mrs. Ogden,
a member of Mr. Davis's congregation, was acquainted, so I was informed, with one of Mr. Haworth's maidservants at the Rectory,
and she used to visit her friend, taking her Bible with her. On these
occasions Mr. Haworth was accustomed to converse with her, and it
is reported that on one of them he said, referring to the doctrine of
clection, "I cannot believe it, Mrs. Ogden, I cannot believe it! "
But the time came when, through grace, he did believe it, and his
was a ministry, like Mr. Davis's, eminently useful to the poor of the
flock, as well as to others.
I must not conclude this paper without thanh-ing Mr. Winder for
his kind reference to me, and my recent accident. What he says about
a dislocated shoulder is very tl1le. My arm is better than it was, but
still very painful at times. This trial has revealed to me more clearly
the innate depravity of fallen nature, and the contrariety and rebelliousness of the human will to the will of God. It is only by grace that
we can say, "Thy will be done."
What hope could there be for such sinners as we are, but IN CFRIST,
Whose precious blood "cleanseth us from all sin," and in Whose
righteousness all His believing people are complete,-Who was" made
to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21, R.V.).
"Lest that the shadow of a spot
Should on my soul he found;
God took the robe the Saviour wrought,
And cast it all around."

THE UNMOVED WEAKLING.
NEHEMIAH might have adopted the words of Paul and said, "None
of these things move me," when his enemies sent threatening letters
one after another, to make him stop the good work which God had
given him to do. Would the fifth letter with suggestion of a conference
make him alter his attitude ~ No. Perhaps, then, the lady prophet
with her gentleness and tact could talk him over ~ No. He was not
moved, and the wall was finished to the confusion of the enemy.
" None of these things move me," the apostle said, and he could
detail afflictions of all sorts, persecutions, tumults, watchings, fastings,
labours long and hard, weariness and painfulness, the malice of
enemies, the coldness of friends, fears within. But he had his
ministry to fulfil. The Lord was before him, and although he sometimes felt he would die, he cast not away his confidence, confidence
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in God's Own help and strength, -and in His infallible promise of
triumph. No doubt it would have been easier sometimes for him to
have stayed indoors nursing his wrongs and resentments and
pondering his sonows, but he had the grace with the Church of old
to say (Psa. xliv.)--"All this is come upon us, yet have we not
forgotten Thee."To forget God does not mean to forget about His
being; but to feel and behave as if things happened of themselves,
to spend time and spirit in regrets and apprehensions, to be overmuch
cast down at the difficulties that rise up all the way along, to think
that this world ought to be a resting place, to look at second causes,
to despise or to faint under the chastenings of the Lord. To remember
Him means" victory through the Blood of the Lamb," quietness and
confidence, patience and hope.
" None of these things "-impossibilities, many of them-moved the
stalwarts in Hebrews xi., or the weaklings and the snfferers who found
at last stretched out to them the saving strength of Christ's right
hand. The Lord Himself was unmoved by all the things that were
against Him. He was assailed on every hand, but He set His face
like a flint and knew that He would not be confounded. For the
joy set before Him of returning to His Father with His people's sins
atoned for, He bore, and endured, and fought, and conquered, sorrowful
unto death, but unmoved from His purpose and undertaking to redeem
His Own. Then for the time He left them, sending the Comforter
to take them in hand. He brings them out of darkness that only
Himself could penetrate, and opens their eyes and their hearts to
prefer heavenly things. He is unmoved by their dulness and ignorance
and slowness of heart to believe. He overcomes all their backwardness,
takes away the inveterate love and power of sin, removes their doubts,
shows them the salvation of God, and, in spite of all the opposition
of Satan, lands them with their Father, Who sees and receives in them
the objects of His eternal love and choice. Not all their departures,
enmity, earthliness, has moved Him from His purpose of grace and
salvation. The greatness of the price of their redemption has not
removed His hand or Name from the Covenant, nor has the lapse of
time, the rise and fall of nations, moved Him from His purpose to
bring many sons to glory. What poor things they are, always
wandering, ever ignorant, often misunderstanding what the will of the
Lord is, shaken in mind, burdened with their own and others' shortcomings and wickednesses, having no boast to make but in God, no
hope but the hope of the Gospel, no security but in Himself. But
they hear His voice-they are (He says so Himself) like the wise man
who built his house upon a rock, "and the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not; for it was founded upon a rock."
FOLLOWER-ON.
PRIDE is the inmost coat which we put off last and which we put

on first.-Bishop Hall.
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ON DANCING.
(ABBREVIATED.)

By THE LATE REV. \VILLIAM PARKS, B.A., INCUMBENT OF OPENSHAW,
MANCHESTER.
A DANCING Christian! What an anomaly! At a ball last night and
at church this morning 1 In the giddy waltz and at the Lord's supper
within the space of a few hours! What! Is this Christianity 1 Does
Christian liberty allow this sudden transition from the gay to the
grave 1 Does it allow it at all 1 Does it justify indulgence in the
pleasures of the world under any circumstances 1 As a minister of
the Christian religion, I distinctly and unhesitatingly say, No. Ah!
. dancing Christians, either give up your profession or your practice;
for be assured, as it is, you are a laughing stock to infidels and to
devils; the one detect your glaring inconsistency, the other chuckle
over your delusion. Haply you think my views are melancholy;
but, let me ask, who that knows anything of the terrors of sin---or of
the blessings of a Saviour God as taught by the Holy Ghost-could
for a moment feel happy in a ball-room, or in frivolous, worldly
" dancing" company 1 Those, and those alone, who know what
"plucking out of the burning" is, and what" the balm of Gilead"
is-will answer this question.
. Perhaps some of you fancy you have Scripture to refute me at once,
and to warrant your proceedings. Already the saying of Solomon
occurs to you-" There is a time to mourn and a time to dance"
(Eccles. iii. 4); but let me tell you that snch dancing as Solomon
alludes to is not the dancing of the ball-roam-is not the movement
taught by an artist-is not the figuring in a waltz, or a quadrille, or a
polka, or a schottische, learnt with care and exhibited with pride; but
the exuberant thankfulness of the heart, for blessings bestowed and
grace made manifest. But more of this just now.
I assert that dancing, as it is practised, is sinfnl. One Scripture
alone proves it to be so, viz.: "do all to the glory of God," for who
in a dance ever thinks of giving glory to God 1 Who in a dance ever
thinks of God at all 1 Will it be said-" Oh, this is stretching the cord
too tight; would you have us always to be thinking about God 1 Shall
we have no relaxation from serious employments 1" Ah! my objecting
friend! your very objection plainly manifests the state of your heart.
You want pastime, do you 1 And you confess it is a pastime to be
relieved from thoughts of God 1 I read this character of the wicked
in the tenth Psalm-God is not in "all his thoughts." Bnt, again:
Perhaps you will say that it does not necessarily follow that becanse
you dance, you cannot do it to God's glory. In refutation of this
objection, I wuuld ask and answer the four following questions, viz. :1. What sort of company do you meet at dances 1
2. For what purpose do you dance 1
3. What preparations do you make for the dance 1
4. What are your thoughts and feelings after the dance 1
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In reply to the first question, I say (and I know it)-the gay-the
frivolous-the empty headed-the vain-the silly-the dissipated,
and the dissolute, of both man and woman kind: those in short,
whose hearts, souls, and affections are wrapped up in this world and
its amusements, its vanities and joys. And I read in my Bible an
awful and terrific assertion with regard to connection or association
with such parties: "The friendship of the world is enmity against
God; wJlOsoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God! " (James iv. 4). Oh! my young friends! pause over this
tremendous declaration-you who have been led away by worldly
companions, and induced to rank yourselves, even for a single night,
amongst the antagonists of God! think upon your tenific step! In
your association with your worldly partners in the dance, you bave
avowed yourselves the friends of the enemies of the living God! Oh!
may you be taken-torn from "the world," and constrained to see
that there is no possibility of keeping friends with Him and it! Does
God get glory in the dance, think you ~ But I proceed to answer the
second question, viz.: "For what purpose do you dance 1" Is it for
health ~ No; for if you required exercise for health, you would take
it in the open air, and not in a close hot room. Is it to exhibit your
joy for God's blessings ~ No! for if this were your motive, you
would choose other company to manifest your joy in, than that of a
ball or dancing room. Is it for the purpose of exhilarating your
spirits ~ No! for those in low spirits cannot dance. But I will tell
you what you dance for. You dance for the purpose of exhibiting
your skill, or of letting people observe your fine figure, your graceful
movements, or your handsome dress. You dance for SENSE-for
mere sensual enjoyment. '£he real motive may be concealed beneath
a very modest appearance; to some it may be altogether unknown;
but that it is not for the glory of God you dance, is abundantly evident.
We come to our third question-" 'Vhat preparation do you make
for the dance ~" There are divers articles of dress got togetherthere are the handsome robe-the flaunting ribbon-the. pretty frillthe becoming wreath-the satin shoes-the silk stocking-the nice
gloves-and that scandal and disgrace to a virtuous woman-the lowbodied dress ;-all arrayed, and gazed upon long before the time of
as~embling arrives.
And then there is staring in the mirror-thcre
are such smiles and sometimes courtesies made before the glass, in
order to see how you will look or what you will be thought of in the
ball-room-a sort of rehearsal of the vanity show that is to take place
by-and-by. And at last there are such questions asked of fond
mothers, and foolish fathers, and elderly brothers, and antiquated
sisters as-Does my hair become me; do I look nice 1 Each and all
so betokening the condition of the heart within, that it is impossible
to mistake how matters are in that quarter.
Those of the opposite sex are quite as bad-quite as vai!lg10rious.
Young men call to their aid the fash;ons of the day to clothe them.
They spend considerable sums on gay apparel; they bedizen them-
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selves with jewellery; to make them more attractive; and often run
into the most rMkiess expenses in gratiiying their passions for the
dance. In short the preparation made for the dance tends to anything but" the glory of God," but everything to the glory of self, the
vanity of the world-" the lust of the eye," and the" pride of life" !
(To be continued.)

in

~elllotiam.
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THE LATE MR. F. J. CASTLE.
THERE has recently passed away, at Lee-on-Solent, one who had been
a constant reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many years, viz.,
Mr. Frederick J. Castle. He was brought to a knowledge of saving
truth under the ministry of the late Rev. Thomas Davis. He subsequently became a Churchwarden for the Rev. J. J. Beddow, who
succeeded Mr. Davis as Vicar of Drypool, Hull. After leaving Hull
he was unfortunately situated respecting the means of grace; and
only when he could occasionally attend Regent's Street Chapel at
Thane Villas, London, of which the Rev. W. Sinden is the minister,
did he find what he regarded as a true spiritual ministry. But in the
lack of such a ministry he found very much to compensate him in the
pages of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. When, during a somewhat long and
very painful illness he was confined to his house, this magazine, next
to the Word of God, was his chief source of spiritual edification. He
was a man of a clear, strong faith, and a generous supporter, in his
more prosperous days, of many deserving causes. He subscribed
freely to those societies which he thought to be loyal to the Truth.
Mrs. Castle and he were also greatly interested in the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society. He occasionally took the service at the Hornsey Rise
Home, and on several occasions Mrs. Castle sent up quite a substantial
sum which they had acquired for that object. A decided Churchman
by conviction, he prized still more the Doctrines of Grace, and nothing
gave him greater pleasure than to sit under a faithful ministry whenever he could, or to hold converse with like-minded believers. In a
time of prolonged suffering and prostration, combined for a time with
acute anxiety respecting temporal affairs, he fell back upon the Word
of God, as expounded in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which so strengthened
and confirmed his faith in the uneuing wisdom of a Covenant-keeping
God, that, through the Grace of God, he bore everything without an
impatient word. His end was "peace." One who knew him well
says, " He was a monument of grace," as well as " A sinner saved by
pce."
J.J.B.
LET us boldly place the Bible on the pedestal where our forefathers
placed it, and maintain, like them, that, however imperfectly we may
understand it, the old Book is perfect, and is an infallible rule of faith
and practice.-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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QtOftt9ponlJrnce.
IS THE LORD'S COMING VERY NEAR ~
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Your article on the above subject in the December GOSPEL
MAGAZINE needs wide circulation, because there are some who believe
that our Lord Jesus Christ may come at any moment Ior His Church.
I have latelv noticed in The Ohristian, that Rev. iii. 10, has been
quoted by some as proof that the Church will be kept out of the great
tribulation.
There is no more proof in this Scripture, that our Lord Jesus Christ
will come for His Church before the great tribulation, than there is in
saying that all Christians will be "beheaded" before our Lord comes
for His Church.
Each text should be compared with other Scriptures, and rightly
• divided before we can say that it is the correct meaning of the" sure
word of prophecy."
There is a distinct difference of opinion in regard to the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ for His Church. We believe that Scripture
clearly teaches that the Man of Sin will come first, therefore the
criticism and growing unbelief in the Scriptures is a sure sign to me
of their truth.
West Lodge, Holmwood, Surrey.
H. HODDINOTT.
[We insert this letter, which is one out of several expressing agreement
with the article referred to. It is only fair to say, however, that
we have also received two letters expressing disagreement. This
is not to be wondered at when we remember how diverse are the
interpretations of prophecy given by excellent and able men.THE EDITOR.l
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Chaplain writes, "Can you let us have some more
books for free distribution amongst the sailors ~ They are always
acceptable, and much appreciated by the men." A lady from a
Soldiers' Home says, "I was so delighted to receive your gift of books
this morning. Thank you much for them. We are very quiet just
now, but we are longing to have more." The Book Mission is set for
spreading the printed word, the full and glorious Gospel of the grace
of God in these days, when but little is heard of the necessity of the
" New Birth," and all kinds of ruinous teaching is being taught. The
help of lovers of truth is earnestly sought in our labours.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, January, 1922.
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WORDS OF CHEER FROM IRELAND.
AN esteemed reader, living in the North of Ireland, writes as follows.
under date Jan. 5th, 1922:" At the beginning of this New Year we, in retrospect of the mercies
of the old, number amongst them, and not least, the spiritual cheel'
and comfort which always accompanies the perusal of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, with your sweet Family Portion and other helpful articles.
We are thankful to God and under Him to those responsible for its
management, that it has been able to continue its messages of blessing
and light in these dark days of conflict in which 'the fury of the
oppressor' is felt by all the Lord's people with increasing awfulness.
. . . Truly our land and people are in a terrible way! Your article,
'Ominous Signs' is most excellent and timely. Thc state of things
around us here reflects every feature of the end time."

¥rOfe$tant

~eacon.

PROTESTANT POINTS.
X.-THE TRUE CHURCH.
THE Chureh of Rome clainIa to be "the Holy Catholic Church," the
one true Church out of which there is no salvation. In opposition to
this, the Bible teaches that there is one Saviour of the world, and that
all who believe in Him form one Body; and are all ONE in Christ
Jesus. Thus, Gal. iii. 26-28, "Ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus." So, too, Eph. iv. 4, sq., "There is one hody,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is ahove
all, and through all, and in you all." Much is written concerning
this one body in the succeeding verses of this chapter, where we mcet
with such expressions as: "The body of (the) Christ" (TOV xp,aTOv)
(verse 12); "The fulness of (the) Christ" (verse 13).
The Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, is here indicatcd; that
Church of which Christ is the Head, and His People the members
(Eph. i. 22, 23; and iv. 15, 16). This is the Holy Catholic Church.
A Church, because an assemblage called out (as the Greek word signifies)
called out of the world unto Christ, by the Holy Spil'it; Catholic
because universa.l; and Holy inasmuch as its members are "called
with a holy calling" (2 Tim. i. 9). " called to be saints" (1 COl'. i. 2) as
the apostle writes: "Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth,
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all
that in every place call upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord, hoth
theirs and ours." So, too, in chap. xii. 12, 13, " As the body is one,
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being
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many, are one body; so also is Christ (Christ Mystical). For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
Gentiles."
This Holy Catholic Church cannot be the Church of Rome, since her
peculiar doctrines, as has been shown, are contrary to the teaching 01
the Bible, and subversive of the Gospel of Christ.
In what is called the Apostles' Creed, we say we " believe in the holy
Catholic Church." We believe in it because it is invisible. Necessarilv
invisible, because it is not and cannot be seen, as yet, as an entity.
Only a very small portion of it is on earth, at anyone time, and of this
its members cannot be discerned with certainty. The Lord alone
" lmoweth them that are His." Hooker, in his Ecclesiastical Polity,
wrote: "That Church which is Christ's mystical Body, consisteth of
none but only true Israelites, true sons of Abraham, true servants and
saints of God"; and Ridley, Bishop and Martyr: "That Church,
which is Christ's Body, and of which Christ is the Head, standeth only
of living stones and true Christians, not only outwardly in name and
title, but inwardly, in heart and truth."
Members of the one holy Catholic Church, which is the Body of
Christ, are found in local Churches in different parts of the world.
Such existed in apostolic times. We read in the New Testament of
"the Church at Corinth",, "the Churches of Galatia'" , "the
Churches of the Gentiles," etc., and there has been a succession of such
ever smce.
"But," in the words of the present Dean of Canterbury, "we do
not read of their [the New Testament Churches] being united under
one general government, or of their being subject to the authority of
any single apostle." Again he writes :-" That ideal, therefore, which
has captivated and distracted so many minds, of there being one
single visible society, under one government, which alone can claim
to be called the Church of Christ, and to whose authority every
individual Christian must submit on peril of his salvation, is an ideal
which has no foundation whatever in the New Testament."
These local Churches form, in the aggregate, the 'L'isible Church of
Christ, which the Church of England, Art. 19, defules to be: "A
congregation of faithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is
preached, and the sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ's
ordinance in all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same."
This, too, is what is meant by "the Catholic Church" (i.e., the
universal Church) in "the collect for all conditions of men," in the
Book of Common Prayer.
The true members of this Church, the living stones of this spiritual
Temple, possess a real spiritual unity, and are bound together by love
to Christ and to one a.nother, being all indwelt by one Spirit. " He
that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17).
Roman Catholics cite, in proof of their claim, the last clause of
John x. 16, "There shall be one folel, and one Shepherd." But this
is a palpable mistranslation. The writer once entered a Roma.n
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Catholic Cathedral in Dublin, and listened for a short time to a Bishop
who was preaching. His discourse was founded upon this text-mistranslated as it is in the A.V., and also in the Douay Testament.
He maintained that Christ said there would be but" one fold," one
Church, which Church was the Church of Rome.
Now the word" fold" occurs twice in John x. 16 (A.V.), "Other
sheep I have which are not of this fold, them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
Shepherd." The first time the word occurs, the Greek is aVA~ and
is correctly tran~lated "fold"; but in the latter part of the verse
the Greek is 'lroif'v~ which means "flock." "There shall be one
FLOCK, and one Shepherd."
Now this is the truth Protestants maintain, viz., that while there
may be divers folds, having varied forms of Church organization,
there is but one flock, of which Christ is the Good, the Great, the Chief
Shepherd. This flock is a blood-bought flock, the members of which
are, at the appointed time, regenerated, justified, sanctified, and will
be finally glorified. This flock is the whole company of true believers,
irrespective of membership in any organized Church. It is "The
Church of God," that Church of which we read (Eph. v. 27), Christ will
present it to Himself" a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing."
lJ1arshall (Sask.), Oanada.
ROBERT J. NoYEs, RD.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee of the Society gratefully acknowledge the interest
in the Institution manifested by the readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE;
their support and prayers are indeed valued. Donations are sent by
them from distant lands and in England. Not a few to whom the
principles and work of the Society are dear, are among our warmest
friends. The Rev. A. J. Day, M.A., and Mrs. Day, Miss R. Cowell,
and many other Bristol friends have recently held a Sale of '"York,
in connection with St. Mary-le-Port, of which we hope to give further
particulars. The Church and Congregation at Park Grove, Birkenhead, generously continue the interest which commenced under the
ministry of our late revered friend, Mr. George Alexander.
At Tunbridge Wells, Richmond, Bedford, Croydon, Horley, and
other places, aid has been cheerfully given, and the Committee have
been enheartened under their responsibilities; 1010 pensioners and
8 homes are under their care.
A second edition of "Inasmuch "-the history of the Society-is
in preparation. The first issue has long been out of print, and inquiries
are often made for copies. The new book will be revised and enlarged,
and will contain many fresh illustrations. "As we have therefore
opportmlity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith."

