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LOOKING UNTO THE LORD.
" Therefore I will look unto the Lord,. I will wait for the God of my
salvation: my God will hear me. "-MICAH vii. 7.

THE Word of the LORD came to the prophet Micah " in the days
of J otham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, Kings of J udah." He was, therefore, contemporary with the prophets Isaiah and Hosea (see
Isaiah i. 1; Hosea i. 1; Micah i. 1). His prophecy related both
to Samaria and Jerusalem. After the separation of the ten tribes
from Judah and Benjamin, Samaria, the capital of the northern
kingdom, was given over to idolatry. This great sin was also more
or less characteristic of J udah. Especially in the reign of Ahaz
did the sin of idolatry prevail (see 2 Chron. xxviii.). Micah, therefore, lived in evil times, and this chapter (vii.) gives some indication
of their character. We learn from it that the godly were few in
number. "The good man is perished out of the earth: and there
is none upright among men" (verse 2). Cruelty, bribery and corruption prevailed, and the godly remnant were persecuted by
their closest friends and relatives. "They all lie in wait for blood.
They hunt every man his brother with a net. That they may do
evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge
asketh for a reward. . . . Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not
confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that
lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoureth the father, the
daughter riseth' up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against
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her mother-in-law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house"
(verses 2-6). It was in these circumstances that the prophet said,
" But as for me, I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the GOD
of my salvation: my GOD will hear me " (R.V.).
Now this state of things has more or less marked the dispensation
in which we live. All through the Christian era good men have
been scarce, and the LORD'S people have been more or less opposed
and persecuted by the world, and even in many cases by their own
relatives, and by the professing Church. Our LORD quotes this
very chapter of Micah as descriptive of the experience of His Own
people. "Think not," He says, "that I am come to send peace
on earth. I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am
come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter
again<;t her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-inlaw. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household"
(Matt. x. 34-36). The effectual calling out and regeneration of
His people in various families is sure to cause antagonism against
His separated and saved people on the part of their unconverted
relatives. We cannot walk with GOD and in holy separation from
the world's pleasures and customs without having to suffer persecution for CHRIST'S sake. Now it is in such circumstances as these,
as well as in all other trials, that we need to look unto the LORn
and to wait for the GOD of our salvation.
1. First, the believer needs to look to the Lord as the God of his
salvation.
The LORD alone can save us from the cruelty, the injustice and
the unfaithfulness of those around us. He alone can keep us
firm amid abounding apostasy. He alone. can enable us to keep
separate from the world amid abounding worldliness. He alone
can enable us to avoid following a multitude to do evil. It is hard
to refuse to go with the crowd, especially when many of those who
compose it profess to be the LORD'S followers. It is hard to take
an independent line and to refuse to say" Amen" to all the sentiments of previous speakers, however kindly you may make the
refusal. Yet the more c10aely we follow the footsteps of our
Divine LORD the more we shall have to walk with the minoritv•
rather than with the majority. The GOD of our salvation is,
however, equal to our case. He can save us from timidity, from

The GosPel Magazine

49

compromise, from cowardice. With Micah let us say, "I will
wait for the GOD of my salvation."
2. Secondly, the believer needs to l{)ok to the Lord as the Hearer of
prayer.
" My GOD will hear me," says the prophet. Our waiting on Him,
and our waiting for Him, will therefore not be in vain. His eyes

are upon the righteous and His ears are open unto their prayers.
No cry that goes up to Him will be unnoticed. Even our groanings
are not hid from Him. Therefore let us grasp the assurance of the
prophet and make it our own. His GOD is our GOD. We, as well
as the prophet, are warranted to say, "My GOD will hear me."
Yes, He will hear the prayers of His people. " He will fulfil the
desire of them that fear Him. He also will hear their cry, and will
save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19). The needed grace, the needed courage,
the needed blessing will assuredly be given by Him Who is the
Hearer of prayer. He is "a Rewarder of them that diligently
seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6).
3. Thirdly, the believer needs to look to the Lord as his Light.

Darkness may surround the child of GOD. He may walk III
darkness and have no light (see Isa. 1. 10). He may" sit in dark-.
ness" and not know what to do. He may be in darkness and
depression of soul. He may be absolutely in the dark as to what
is the next step h~ should take. His enemies may gain a temporary
triumph over him. But even then he may courageously say,
" Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise;
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me" (Micah vii. 8).
The LORD sees His people when they are in the dark as well as
when they are in the light. "The darkness," says the psalmist,
" hideth not from Thee; but the night shineth as the day. The
darkness and the light are both alike to Thee" (Ps. c-xxxix. 12).
Let us look to Him, then, in times of darkness, and let us say, " The
LORU is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear ~ The
LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid ~ " (Ps.
xxvii. 1).
4. Fourthly, the believer needs to l{)ok to the Lord as his Vindicator.

There is such a thing as Divine indignation. The LORD may be
righteously angry against His Own people, and He may make use
of their enemIes as instruments of chastisement. When Shimei
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cUIsed David, his wickedness was recognized by David as coming
from the hand of GOD. "So let him curse, because the LORD
hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore
hast Thou done so ~" (2 Sam. xvi. 10). In like manner the
prophet lIiicah said, "I will bear the indignation of the LORD,
because I have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and
execute judgment for me. He will bring me forth to the light, and
I shall behold His righteousness." The believer needs to own
humbly that his sins deserve Divine chastisement even though
those who may be used as the instruments of chastisement are
themselves acting unjnstly. ·When, however, the LORD has
sufficiently and in love chastened His people, He will vindicate
their cause against their enemies, and execute judgment for them.
He will bring them forth out of the darkness of their experience,
and they shall behold His righteousness. "Then she that is mine
enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me,
Where is the LORD thy GOD ~ Mine eyes shall behold her: now
shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets" (Micah vii.
9, 10). Let us only wait long enough for the GOD of OUI salvation,
and He will appear for us. "Say not thou, I will recompense evil;
but wait on the LORD, and He shall save thee" (Prov. leX. 22).
"Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour,
Wait till the BRIDEGROOM of thy' soul
Reveals His sovereign power."
He is our Covenant GoD, and our enemies "shall be afraid of
the LORD our GOD" (verse 17).
5. Lastly, the believe·r needs to look to the Lord as his pard.oning
God.
"Who is a GOD like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage 1 He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy.
He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will
subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 18, 19). What a GOD is ours! He
to Whom we look pardoneth iniquity, passeth by transgression,
delighteth in mercy, subdueth our iniquities, and casteth all our
sins int{) the depths of the sea. They are completely drowned in
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the fountain of CHRIST'S atoning blood-that blood which cleanseth
from all sin. Oh, what encouragement is here to look to the LORD!
'When we look to Him through His dear SON we see the face of a
pardoning, a compassionate, a merciful GOD, and we hear His
voice saying in tender tones, "Thy sins, which are many, are
forgiven thee." Moreover, we are assured that His Divine power
will subdue our iniquities. Added to all this is His faithfulness.
"Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham,
which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old"
(verse 20). We can rely, therefore, upon His promises. What He
hath promised, He is able also to perform.
Be it ours, then, dear fellow-believers, to look unto the LORD.
Let us look to Him as our salvation, our prayer-hearing GOD, our
Light, om Vindicator, our pardoning and our promise-keeping
GOD.
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
(Thomas Houghton).
"THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF GOD BY FAITH."
PHIL. iii. 9.
THE righteousness here intended is that which God requires in His
law; provided by the life and death of His Son; presents to sinners
in the everlasting Gospel; imputes to every believer, of richest grace;
accepts when pleaded at the throne of His grace; and honours with
a title to eternal life. This righteousness is by faith; it is the office
of faith to receive it; plead it; trust it; rejoice in it; to embolden
the soul through it; and to clothe the soul in it. Every unbeliever
and self-righteous person rejects it; but every man who is taught of
God feels that he needs it; discovers the beauty, glory, and value of
it; applies for it with ardent desire and fervent longing; embraces
it as one of God's greatest favours; enjoys it as a rich and endurable
treasure, and dies confidently expecting to be accepted in it and
admitted to glory through it. Oh, may we be found in Jesus, not
having on our own righteousness which is of the law, but THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF GOD BY FAITH! And while we pant for holiness
with every breath, and aim at it in every action, may each of us devoutly
say;" And even when I feel Thy grace,
And sin seems most subdued,

I'll wrap me in Thy righteousness
And plunge me in Thy blood."
From The Believer's Daily Remembrancer, October 6th, Morning.
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
VII.-rn

RELATION TO Co-OPERATION.

(Ooncluding AI·ticle.)
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelieve'rs: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? "-2 COR. vi. 14.

IN previous articles we have drawn the attention of our readers to
Liberal Evangelicalism in relation (1) to the C.M.S., (2) to the
Bible, (3) to the Atonement, (4) to Eternal Punishment, (5) to
Worship and Worldliness, and (6) to the Guidance of the Spirit.
We propose in this our concluding article to say a word ahout
Liberal Evangelicalism in relation to Co-operation.
In the opening address at the C.M.S. Training School at Swanwick,
given in January, 1917, Dr. Bardsley said, "The fourth important
fact is the growing desire for fellowship throughout the Church,
together with an increasing impatience with anything that is
regarded as partisan." "Such fellowship ... means ... that
the truths for which one and another stand are often found to be
supplementary the one to the other." Dr. Bardsley was evidently
in sympathy with this growing desire for fellowship between
Evangelicals, Sacerdotalists and Broad Churchmen. Accordingly
he goes on to say, "We must really welcome the united missionary
action of the whole Church locally. . . . On the principle that we
must think in the spirit of the whole and that the C.M.S. exists not
for itself, we must gladly and wholeheartedly co-operate in Ruridecanal or other missionary efforts which are not distinctively
Society." That is to say, the then chief Secretary of the C.M.S.
recommended its members to co-operate with Sacerdotalists and
Ritualists in missionary effort.s. The united missionary action of
the whole Church locally must be welcomed. Although it is well
known that the Gospel preached by the true Evangelical differs
fundamentally from the message preached by the Sacerdotalist or
the Broad Churchman, yet they were all to sink their differences
and unite as one man in promoting the missionary action of the
whole Church. The Evangelical might privately wish that the
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Gospel of the Grace of God should be preached to the heathen;
the Sacerdotalist might privately desire that the Mass and the
Confessional should be propagated amongst the heathen; the
Broad Churchman might privately desire that a Gospel from which
the substitutionary work of Christ should be eliminated should be
preached to the heathen; but all these should, in the view of
Dr. Bardsley, co-operate to arouse the missionary enthusiasm of
the members of the Church of England. Each should aid the other
in stirring up the people to send missionaries to the heathen without
any regard to the message which they would deliver. Fellowship,
co-operation and unity were to be encouraged at the expense of
truth.
Following upon this address of Dr. Bardsley in January, 1917, it
is remarkable that the Liberal Evangelical Memorial, which was
presented to the C.M.S. General Committee on Nov. 13, 1917,
declared that it was essential that fresh recognition should be given
to the following among other points :" That, in accordance with the spirit of its ancient tradition, the
Society, while adhering firmly to its own principles, works in
co-operation with other Committees, and welcomes fellowship with
Societies representing other schools of thought within the Anglican
Communion."
One of these" schools of thought" is represented by the adherents
of the Anglo-Catholic Congresses. It is well known that these
stand for those distinctive doctrines of the Church of Rome which
were renounced by our fathers at the glorious Reformation.
Another of these" schools of thought" repudiates the full inspiration of Scripture, the old doctrine of the Atonement and the Virgin
Birth, and uses language which to ordinary men implies a denial
of the Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet Liberal Evangelicals
desire us to work in co-operation with and to welcome fellowship
with men whose teaching is so antagonistic to that which was set
forth by the old Evangelicals. We feel that this is distinctly
contrary to the teaching of Scripture. With the great missionary
who was the Lord's "chosen vessel" to bear His name "before
the Gentiles, and ~ings, and the children of Israel" (Acts ix. 15) we
ask, "What communion hath light with darkness?" To us the
Gospel of the Grace of God, as taught by Toplady, Berridge,
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Whitfield and Romaine in the eighteenth century, is the light of
truth, and the distinctive teachings of Sacerdotalism and Modernism
are the darkness of error, and there can be no co-operation and no'
fellowship between them. Nay, we are bidden to " come out from
among them" and be separate and" touch not the unclean thing."
This does not mean that we are not to seek to bring them, if the
opportunity is afforded, out of the darkness of their errors into
the light of truth, but it surely does mean that we are not to
co-operate with them as if there were no difference between light
and darkness, between truth and error.
This doctrine of co-operation with Anglo-Catholics and Modernists is taught in Liberal EvangelWalism. We read there, "The
modern Evangelical will therefore be free to co-operate with, and
even borrow from the characteristic armoury of, the Modernists on
the one side, the Anglo-Catholic on the other, without apologizing
for inconsistency" (p. 78). To us this is one of the evils of the day.
If Evangelicals had retained their hold on the great truths of their
eighteenth century predecessors, and had retained their distinctiveness, and maintained a united and holy separation from Sacerdotalists and Rationalists, what a mighty power for good they would
have been in the land. But giving way to the temptation to
co-operate in Church Congresses and other mixed efforts, they have
as a body lost their distinctiveness. The result is that they have
indeed borrowed from and imbibed much of the evil teaching and
practices of the Modernist and the Anglo-Catholic.
The teachings of this book which we are criticizing are partially
an outstanding and lamentable result of the co-operation and
fellowship with error which have characterized many professed
Evangelicals for years past. They have absorbed much of the
evil teachings of other" schools of thought," and in their rearliness
to conciliate them they are forsaking and grieving those Evangelicals
who, by the grace of God, still stand in "the old paths." They
have caused the grea.t split in the Church Missionary Society, and
by their rearliness to allow prayers for the dead in the Revised
Prayer Book they may eventually cause a split in the Church of
England.
In reference to the "Presentation of the Gospel at Home,"
Liberal Evangelicalism speaks of the importance of the "united
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front," and says, "If in any given town a big-scale attempt is to
be made, not merely to convert individuals, but to make a definite
Christian impression on the town as such, then all the Christian
forces of the town, Anglican and non-Anglican, must take concerted
action and go 'over the top' together" (p. 268). If all the
Christian forces of the town were prepared to preach the whole
counsel of God, to make known the Gospel as it was preached by
our Lord and His apostles, nothing could be more beautiful than'
that they should unite together in the work of the Lord. But the
doctrines of salvation by grace, salvation by works, anc[ salvation
by sacraments do not agree together. "If by grace, then is it no
more of works: otherwise grace IS no more grace. But if it be of
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work"
(Rom. xi. 6). The inspired apostle pronounces a curse on those
who preach another gospel than the Gospel of the Grace of God
(Gal. i. 8). Could he have recommended a "united front" with
those who preach another gospel! It needs to be remembered
that all the professedly Christian forces of a town are not necessarily
sound in the faith. They do not all preach the Gospel of the Grace
of God, and therefore we again ask, " What communion hath light
with darkness!" Liberal Evangelicalism, however, looks for the'
time when the Church will provide "a fellowship in which the
tests of orthodoxy shall be less concerned with correctness of
crced than with Christ-likeness of life" (p. 270). We do not
minimize the importance of a Christ-like life in those who profess
to be Christ's followers, but we feel that Scripture teaches us to
"earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints" (Jude 3).
We are persuaded that temptations to co-operate with false
teachers confront all our readers, more or less, in the towns and
villages in which they live, and we desire to warn them of the
danger, and to urge them to be firm and steadfast in resisting the
temptation to abandon that holy path of separation from evil
which should characterize all who are loyal to the old truths. The
cause of God and His truth can never be served by compromise.
Those who went " over the top" together in the great war were
united in their antagonism to their German foes. They all stood
as one man for the cause of the Allies. Those who go " over the
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top" together in spiritual warfare must be united in their
antagonism to Satan and to all the false doctrines which he
propagates. They must stand as one man for the cause of God,
for the infallibility of His Word, for the Godhead of His Son, for
the substitutionary and complete character of His Atoning work,
for His unique Priesthood, for the Covenant of grace, and for all the
truths of the pure and unadulterated Gospel of the Grace of God.
•
Unity and fellowship and co-operation should be on the basis of
loyalty to the Word of God and the truths which are revealed
therein. If professed Evangelicals turn the Lord's Table into an
altar, adopt the position taken by a sacrificing priest, use lighted
candles in the day time, and welcome the conclusions of the higher
critics, they may not apologize for their inconsistency, but they
must not be surprised if those who still walk in the old paths regard
both their teaching and their practices as inconsistent with true
Evangelicalism.
This volume (Liberal Evangelicalism) reveals a terrible lapse,
on the part of prominent men who still claim to be Evangelical,
from those great and distinctive truths which were set forth by the
Evangelicals of the eighteenth century, and which were the means
used by the Spirit of God to bring untold blessing to thousands.
The Bible is no longer regarded as the inspired Word of God and
as the all-sufficient and final revelation of God's revealed will.
Its historical narratives are deemed to be untrustworthy, and in
many cases mythical, legendary and fabulous. The great Church
Missionary Society, which was organized and supported by the
Evangelicals of the Church of England, at the largest meeting of
i~ General Committee ever held, deliberately refused to pass a
resolution affirming the trustworthiness of Scripture history and
the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances. The old doctrine of
salvation through the substitutionary work of a Divine Surety is
rejected, the doctrine of the eternal punishment of sin is regarded
as " a travesty of the love of God," the sufficiency and finality of
Scripture is rejected in favour of new revelations made through
scholars and scientists of the present day, a return to worldliness
in worship and in recreation is encouraged, and to fellowship and
co-operation with those who would bring us back into the bondage
of Rome, or who deny the great foundation truths of Evangeli-

The Gospel Magazine

57

calism. In other words, all the great truths so precious to God's
saints in the past are put into the melting pot, the very foundations
of our faith are removed from under our feet, and we are left in
absolute uncertainty both in regard to the written and the incarnate
Word, and also in regard to the eternal salvation of our immortal
souls.
If it be asked what is the cause of this lapse from the faith, we
would answer that the chief cause is doubtless
Satanic. Satan has
.
been busy sowing tares amongst the wheat, and leavening the
professing Church with erroneous teaching. The predicted apostasy
is affecting the whole professing Church. Gradually, secretly, but
surely, Satan has been busily working. He denied God's Word in
the Garden of Eden. He is himself a liar, and abode not in the
truth, and he seems to be marshalling his forces to bring about
the full-blown apostasy and antichristianism predicted in those
very Scriptures, the truth of which men openly deny. No Church,
no individual believer, and no society, however Evangelical, is safe
from peril. The need of vigilance and prayer was never greater.
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, t4e devil, as a.
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom
resist stedfast in the faith" (1 Pet. v. 8, 9). Moreover, Satan
exercises his most deadly influence when he appears as " an angel
of light," and when many of his ministers are also" transformed
into ministers of righteousness." "Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves intQ the apostles of Christ"
(2 Cor. xi. 13-15). There is need, therefore, that all who value
the old truths should rally their forces and unite as one man against.
the flood-tide of error which bids fair to overwhelm the professing
Church. We conclude with a few practical observations.
1. There is great need of watchfulness.
Such a change has taken place that the name "Evangelical"
no longer stands for full Evangelical truth. Even the words
" inspiration" and "atonement" are now used in new senses.
There is therefore need for discrimination.
Watchful discrimination is needed in regard to the schools to
which we send our children, and in regard to the colleges to which
we send our young men. Great watchfulness is needed in regard.
to the books we place in the hands of the young. The leaven of
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error is spreading. Educational establishments, tutors, text-books,
and even religious story books, may be more or less infected with
modernistic views. The inspired counsel of the apostle to the
elders of the Church at Ephesus is needful to-day. He knew that
grievous wolves would enter in among them, not sparing the flock.
He knew that men would arise in the Church, "speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them." Hence he said,
"Watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased
not to warn everyone night and day with tears" (Acts xx. 29-31).
" Let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober"
(1 Thess. v. 6).
2. There is great need of steadfastness.

" Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong"
(1 Cor. xvi. 13). Evidently there is a faith which is abiding.
There are truths that are unchangeable. The Gospel is an unchangeable message. A curse is pronounced upon any who preach
a gospel different from that which Paul preached (Gal. i. 8). "The
Word of our God shall stand for ever." "God is not a man that
He should lie." Having revealed His truth He means us to grasp
it, and to hold it fast. He means us to regard it as final and
unalterable. No so-called findings of science or theories of critics
can alter the word which has gone out of His lips. "For ever,
o Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven."
Courageous steadfastness is needed. We must face the critics,
not turn our backs on them; and even if we cannot always answer
them, that does not prove that their questions are unanswerable.
Our steadfastness, however, must be in the Lord. "Stand fast in
the Lord" (Phil. iv. 1; 1 Thess. iii. 8). Be firm in His power.
" Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil" (Ephes. vi. 10, 11).
3. There j:s great need for spiritual contention for the truth of God.
Some seem to think that to contend for the truth is an unspiritual
work. There may, of course, be contention that is of the flesh,
but it is the Holy Spirit Himself Who exhorts us that we " should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints" (Jude 3).
The same Spirit also inspired the Apostle Paul to exhort the
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Philippian saints to "stand fast in one' Spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the Gospel" (Phil. i. 27).
We are not to give up the faith once delivered to the saints.
It is a faith finally and for ever given, It is an unchangeable faith.
It is a faith worth striving for, It is our all. Abandon that faith
revealed in the infallible Word, and we have nothing to rest our
souls upon. Earnest contention for the faith, under the influence
of the Spirit, in firm and courteous language is a paramount duty.
To those who have departed from that faith we must give place by
subjection,-no, not for an hour; that the truth of the Gospel
may continue with us. (See Gal. ii. 5).
4. Lastly, there is great need of humble dependence upon God's
keeping power.
We cannot keep ourselves. The strongest amongst us are liable
to be led away into partial error. "Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12). Those who keep
to the old paths are in the minority. They are regarded as unscholarly and behind the times if they do not accept the modern
theories of the critics about the Bible. Humble dependence on
God's keeping power will therefore be needed if they are to be
prepared to esteem the reproach of Christ as greater riches than'
the treasures in Egypt (Heb. xi. 26).
Moreover, modern views of the Bible and its precious truths
have gained such a firm foothold that God's people, whether learned
or unlearned, are confronted with them. The temptation to go
with the crowd is therefore great. There is therefore all the more
need to pray, " Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will
have respect unto Thy statutes continually" (Ps. cxix. 117).
Painful though it is to differ from those who still adhere to the
honoured name of Evangelical, we feel that the teaching of Liberal
Evangelicals is so dangerous and unscriptural that it is a paramount
duty to warn our readers of its evil character.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

" It is certain that we will when we will, but He causes us to will
Who works in US to will."-Quoted in Smeaton's Doctrine of the Holy
Spirit, p. 337. .

60

The Gospel Magazine

THE LATE MRS. BUCKLAND, OF BATH.
•

AN ACCOUNT OF HER CONVERSION.

THE Sovereignty of our God appears in the death of His saints quite
as much as in their lives. "All my times are in Thy Hand and all
events at Thy Co=and," sang John Ryland; and so it is that the
time, the place, and the manner in which His redeemed sons and
daughters are gathered to their Eternal Home are all " parts of His
ways" and perfect.
Thus it is that to one is given a peaceful end from a sick bed on
which the dying saint bas been enabled to testify to that peace which
possessed his heart and mind. Another may be favoured with a
triumphant and glorions end, witnessing to those around as did the
immortal Toplady. When asked softly, owing to his extreme weakness, " whether the consolations of God continued to abound as hitherto," the dying saint replied, "Oh, my dear Sir, it is impossible to
describe how good God has been to me this afternoon. Glory be to
His Name! I have enjoyed such a season, such sweet communion
with God, and such delightful manifestations of His presence with
love to my soul, that it is impossible for words or any language to
express them." Then after falling into a slumber, he awoke exclaiming, "Oh, what delights! Who can fathom the joys of the third
heaven 1 I praise God for continuing to me my understanding in
clearness; but (he added in a rapture) most of all for His abiding
presence and the shining of His love upon my sou!' The sky is clear.
There is no cloud. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." And a little
later, feeling the death sweats coming on, he said, "no mortal man
could live (and he burst into tears of joy) after experiencing the glories
which God has manifested to my sou!."
Another, well-known and beloved by our readers and friends in
the Gospel which he so faithfully preached, could just lay himself
down to suffer and do the will of his Heaveuly Father and await His
call. "That death chamber," wrote a devoted daughter, who helped
to nurse him, "was just like a home; and to us all he was the one there.
He prayed sweet humble prayers for blessing on the medicine and the
food, and he was just his own dear loving self. It seemed as though
when he lay down, the Lord's work was complete," and his desire
was for co=union with his Lord with Whom he had walked so many
years in holy fellowship. Thus the beloved " G. A. of Birkenhead "
entered upon his Eternal Rest.
And one's thoughts go back very tenderly to a gifted and gracious
child of God, who was eloquent in her life-long testimony, apt of
speech, and had often been enabled to speak a word" fitly" and" in
season" to !Dany. She begged that on her death-bed she might pass
away repeating the Name of Jesus, that she might be one moment
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breathing out the precious" Name that is above every Name" and
the next moment seeing Him Face to face, the Beloved of her soul.
For five years before her end she was affiicted with paralysis, and
unable to articulate a word; and thus in silence dear" Mary of Leicester" passed away. The Lord is sovereign in all His ways and works;
and to that dear dumb saint undoubtedly was as precious as if she
could have verbally declared Him so. To another, He suffers the
Home-going to be by violent death, sudden calamity in the street,
or by rail, or on sea, but it is the Lord's time and way. Our God
sees no chance no accident, nor second cause.
The beloved 'Mrs. Buckland, of whom we are about to write, was
oft exercised after breaking up her home at Combe Down, Bath, as
to what she would do when illness overtook her.
On her last visit to Bristol, she made tlris burdened remark to her
sister-in-law, " I shall miss you all so much; it's so lonely in rooms,
although !,Irs. L - is very kind. But I so w01uie,' what I should
do if I were ill," and by the promise that" if she were taken ill and
sent word, her affectionate sister-in-law would go to her at once,"
she seemed greatly comforted. But quite suddenly; in the night, the
end came. The dear aged saint had been out as usual during the
day, making her purchases for Christmas, and retired to rest apparently
in her usual health. At 5 a.m. she knocked against the wall for her
kind landlady, who came at once and suggested sending off for a doctor,
to which she replied, "You may do so, but I shall be gone before he
gets here," and she was.
Dear Mrs. Buckland was not permitted to leave any death-bed
testimony, but her life was a living witness to the faithful and gracious
keeping power of her Heavenly Father. Her conversation was ever
fragrant with the Name of Jesus, and remarkably interesting in the
relation of God's providential dealings with her. I sometimes begged
her to write down, for the encouragement of the household of faith,
what she had been narrating to me. The story of finding a much
valued gold ring for a dear niece, in distinct answer to prayer, in what
seemed quite an impossible circumstance, and of her also being enabled
to search for and restore a sovereign to a distressed carter in the road,
which seemed to him nothing short of a miracle, and which gave her
the opportunity of testifying how she had a God with Whom nothing
was impossible, and many such sweet stories from her lips have often
delighted me and encouraged me and drawn out our love one to the
other. But one fears that she did not put much to paper. Her
sister-in-law, however, has recently come across an account of her
conversion, and most kindly handed to me the sacred account; thinking
that, as she was so well-known to the Editor and many readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, its perusal would be sacred and edifying. It is as
follows : " It has been laid so much upon my mind for some time to write
down some of the Lord's dealings with me, an unworthy sinner in
this wilderness, and I hope with a single eye to His glory. Though
5
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blessed with godly parents, and often under the sound of the Gospel,
yet until the age of twenty-five I lived entirely ignorant of the truth.
When I look back now, it seems amazing how I could be so ignorant!
But such was the enmity of my wicked heart, I determined I would
not listen to it, but tried to occupy my mind with foolish things whilst
in chapel and at family worship. The Bible I never read, nor; indeed,
any good books. I often now think with shame how my heart would
rise in enmity against God and tlis people when I heard them sing
that hymn commencing, 'We are a garden wall'd around,' for it
seemed to cut me off, and I felt I was too wicked ever to be numbered
amongst His people
.
" But when I was in my twenty-fifth year it pleased the Lord to lay
my dear mother on her death-bed, and that was made the means of
opening my blind eyes to<my sinful state. For I felt what an awful
thing it was to die without God and without hope. In the early part
of my mother's illness she was in great darkness of soul, and often
cried out that she was like the barren fig tree, and had not the root
of the matter in her. This made me to feel what an awful thing it
was to be brought face to face with death unprepared. She, who had
sought the Lord and lived so consistently, was; I felt sure, prepared for
that solemn change. How should I be when I came there, I who had
so often said in my heart, ' Depart from me, I desire not the knowledge
of Thy ways.' 1 For I wished to enjoy this world, though I sometimes
thought, When I grow old I will become religious and seek the Lord.
But now I felt that I knew not how soon I might have to appear before
a holy, heart-searching God, and all- the sins I had ever committed
in thought, word, and deed, were brought continually before me.
" I had often tried to believe there was no God and that religion
was all a delusion. But now I felt that I should have to appear before
Him to give an account of my sins. My dear mother often used to
wrestle with the Lord for us, and it seemed as though she could not
give us up. Often have I heard her cry out in the night, '0, Lord,
save my children. Lord, let not my children be lost.' This used to
cut me up, for I felt in my inmost soul that I was lost, that the Lord
would not have mercy upon me, I was such a sinner.
" One night my eldest brother came from Liverpool to see mother.
He was the only one at that time who knew the truth savingly. He
read to her, and tried to comfort her as well as he could, but still
she could get no relief. He then began to read to her that beautiful
hymn, ' How firm a foundation,' and I think I shall never forget my
feelings. Oh! I thought, what a Foundation! and my eyes seemed
opened to see the beauty and suitability of such a Fonndation to rest
my weary soul upon, but oh! I felt that I should never be on it, it
was not for such as me, I was too vile. But oh! what a grand hymn
I thought it was and how I wished I was one of those characters to
whom it would apply. The last verse especially impressed me, ' The
soul that on. Jesus hath leaned for repose,' etc. A few days before
she died, my dear mother had a wonderful manifestation as she lay
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in bed. With her eyes fixed upon the window her face began to change
and she seemed to have a sight of what there was prepared for her.
She raised her hands and called out, 'Oh! don't you hear them?
Can't you hear them? Oh! there's thousands. How they're singing! '
Never shall we forget the expression of her face. It looked not as a
human face. Thus she lay for some time wrapt in contemplation,
sometimes saying, ' Oh! what a mystery! what a mystery!' After
this, the enemy was not permitted to trouble her. She shook her fist
at the corner of the room and said, , Wasn't I glad to have a fling at
that old wretch. He has tormented me.'
" But now I felt I dare not go near her. She was holy and I was
so vile, and I thought she could see what a guilty wretch I was. The
night before she died, she called ns round her bed like. good old Jacob,
and blessed us and took leave of us; when she came to me, she fixed
her eyes upon me and seemed to look me through, and then raised her
eyes to heaven as if to point me where" to look. Sometimes I think
she must have felt what was at work in my soul. Oh! what a night
was that to. me. I felt there was no mercy for such as me. My dear
mother was just on the verge of Eterrrity and going to be for ever with
the Lord, and I felt I was for ever shut out from that holy; happy place,
and grief for her was swallowed up in concern for my own soul. The
night after she died, there was a terrible thunder-storm and I thought,
Now the Lord is about to cut me off and send me to hell. When it
abated, how thankful I felt that I was spared a little longer.
" One day I felt I must know the worst, and I asked the Lord to
show me my heart as it was and let me know the worst. And oh !
the sight that was opened up to me I could not describe, nor the
peculiar way in which it was shown to me, but there I saw every sin
of which anyone could be guilty, and all ready to burst forth. Shall I
ever forget the agony I felt? I rolled about on the bedroom floor,
and begged of the Lord to take it away for I could not bear it. After
this, I thought I must be an evil spirit, for nothing else could be so vile;
and I felt as if I were being followed about wherever I went by evil
spirits, waiting to take me to my own place when the Lord should
permit them. I dared not tell anyone, for I felt I should be like an
outcast; and no one would dare to come ,near me if he knew.
" This went on for six months with scarcely a ray of light. Only
twice I had a faint feeling, Who can tell but that the Lord might
have mercy even on such an one? But through it all I saw such beauty
in the Saviour, and felt if He sent me to hell I must love Him there!
Sometimes I thought I could bear it no longer, I must put an end
to my life, for I could not be worse off in hell and I should then know
the worst. I thought about the means of doing it, but then thought
I would wait until the morrring, and be able to accomplish it better.
The time came to retire to rest, which I dreaded, for I knew there would
be no rest for me and I didn't know what to do about prayer. I dared
not omit it, and yet felt afraid that the Lord would strike me dead
if I dared to take His Holy Name upon my polluted lips. I felt that
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Satan was close at my heels wherever I went. I thought he was
waiting to have me, but felt some way as if he was chained and could
not touch me till the Lord permitted him. Oh! the heavy load of
guilt I felt as I went upstairs. I could not describe the dreadful agony
of mind. I undressed and then felt I must call once more upon the
Lord's Name, even if He did strike me dead for it. I would perish
at His feet. I knelt down and tried, but could not utter a word.
The feeling of my heart was, , God be merciful to me a sinner,' but I
couldn't speak it. And then I thought, The Lord hasn't cut me off.
I got into bed and lay down and I thought Satan was standing beside
me. I shall never forget the dreadful feeling of despair. After I had
lain thus for a short time, I thought I must call once more upon the
Lord's Name. As soon as I had spoken, it seemed like a voice speaking
in my ear, 'Not unto everyone· that saith Lord, Lord, will I open.'
Oh, I thought, now I am cut off for ever. But directly another voice
spoke with such terrible power and majesty that it took away my
breath and I shook like a leaf: 'Thy sins which are many are all
forgiven thee,' and oh! I can never describe the wonderful feelings
I then had. Whether in the body or out of it, I couldn't tell, and
it seemed as if the heavens were opened and by the eye of faith I
saw the Lamb upon the Throne, and all the way from me to that
Throne as it were paved with love and blood.. Love and Blood all
the way, and oh, the love I felt to the dear Redeemer! My body
seemed as if it could not hold, and I shouted, , Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and all that is within me, bless His Holy Name.' I felt I wanted
a thousand tongues to praise Him. I awoke my sister with my shouting, and she, knowing nothing of what was going on in me, thought I
was dying, and indeed I thought so too. I called upon her to help me
and continued to bless and praise the Lord for a long time, when
suddenly it was withdrawn and for a moment I felt all was the most
intense darkness. What this meant I could not then understand,
and then it came again-these words, , To him that endureth will I.
give the crown of life.' I looked for my sins, but they were gone, and
Satan, too, and I could see nothing but my blessed Lord and what He
had done for me;"
In brief entries in her piary we find deep heart-breathings after
God and deep soul mourning at the coldness and deadness of her soul.
Thus, in reviewing the mercies and answers to prayer during the fast
closing year of 1883, she writes: "How often have I proved how
wonderfully my prayers have been answered. But oh! the coldness,
the deadness, the carnality of my deceitful heart at times is terrible,
and how hard it is to press through the crowd of worldly cares to His
feet. Often have I to beg of Him to help me to press through and
enable me to worship Him aright in spirit and in truth. But oh !
t,hese dreadful workings of sin within! How they make me loathe
myself."
A view of.her Saviour by faith was granted her on the first Sabbath
of 1884. "Whilst Mr. C - was engaged in prayer, I was led to view
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my Saviour in the garden and to feel it was for me He bore the
sin and shame, and how sweet those words came :'Yes, now I know 'tis He, 'tis He,
Tis Jesus, God's dear Son,
I

Wrapp'd in humanity to die
For crimes that I had done.' ..
On another occasion we find her rejoicing in " a good time at the
prayer-meeting to-night at the close when Mr. C - gave out the
hymn,
'What object this that meets mine eyes?'
This hymn had been much blessed to me once before, and now it
was again, and especially that verse :'Oh, blessed sight, oh, lovely form
To sinful souls like me.'
I felt it was for my sins He had to suffer and bleed and die; for my sins
His dear Hands were pierced, and the grief and self-abasement I felt
I cannot express. I truly mourned for Him as One Whom I had
injured. How it made me to hate and loathe sin!"
On Feb. 20th, of the same year, she writes of " a day of darkness,"
which she cannot express, after a sight of indwelling sin. "I felt so
full of it that I was afraid it would break out in some way and bring
disgrace upon my profession. Mr. G-- came in in the afternoon,
but I felt so shut up and so wretched I could not converse much with
him, though I had been wishing to see some of the Lord's people. It
is very true that most have to pass through the darkest paths alone,
for I find when I have been in a dark place, it has generally been
ordered so, and is wisely ordered to throw us more on Christ Who alone
is able to make darkness light and to comfort, strengthen and support."
On another occasion we find her rejoicing as she writes of the rapid
flight of time, and "How sweet to think that there is a rest where
sin, that bitterest foe to the child of God, can never enter."
And now dear Mrs. Buckland has realized all she longed for and is
in fulness of joy and with the countless multitude before the Throne,
singing eternal Hallelujahs to the Lamb. May we profitably remember the words, "Whose faith follow, considering the end of their
conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever."
R.
A YOUNG lady was going down a coal mine. She said first to the
man conducting the party, "Can I go down in this white dress 1 "
" Yes, Miss," he replied, "but you won't come up in it."-My Pocket
Companion for 1924.
The moral appears to be that God's people cannot mingle and have
fellowship with the world without getting morally defiled. "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing."-2 Cor. vi. 17.
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"NOT

A

WORTHY."

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth which
Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant."-GEN. xxxii. part of v. 10.
THIS confession of indebtedness to the God of all grace well became
Jacob, the patriarch Jacob, whose words we have. And they well
become the people of God in all ages, and they will also become them'
well throughout eternity itself, for there will never come a point in
that vast eternity when saved, grace-saved, sinners shall not be constrained to express each for himself, " I am not worthy of the least of
all the mercies; and all' the truth which Thou, 0 Lord, hast shewed
unto me Thy servant." Our subject to-night is " Not worthy," and
I say here is one of the marks of the dear children of God, one of the
proofs that they indeed have beel1 born from above, a deep consciousness of personal unworthiness. Let us consider, as we may be helped
by the Lord, our subject in two aspects. Let us consider the subject
first in the aspect of sinners, and then secondly in the aspect of
believers.
Now as sinners we are not worthy of the least of all God's mercies.
That we settle as a fundamental principle. As sinners, one and all, we
are not worthy of the least of all the mercies of the God of salvation.
I may observe, in passing, that the translation of the passage before
us, Gen. xxxii. 10, is capable of variation, and we have it in the margin,
and perhaps the second translation is somewhat preferable to the
other; you see it reads in the margin, " I am less, I am less than the
least of all the mercies." The original is very forcible, this word
"worthy," "am not worthy," may imply "littleness," "insignificance," "inferiority," "marked inferiority." We have the word used
in the seventh chapter of 2 Samuel; to which you will kindly turn, in
the nineteenth verse, where David says it, and where oUI translators
render it " a small thing." David's language is, " Who am I, 0 Lord
God 1 and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto 1
And this" (that is, the fact of having been thus far brought by the
Lord); "this was yet a small thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God "-a thing
"not worthy" compared to this great thing-" but Thou hast spoken
also of Thy servant's house a great while to come," the reference being
to God's promise to establish David's throne. David says, "Thou
hast done great things for me already; and yet compared to the greater
things that Thou hast ordained to bring to pass, all that Thou hast
done appears but a little thing." And so Jacob spoke of himself, " I
am a small thing, a little thing, an insignificant thing compared with
the least, the least of all Thy mercies. I am less, far less, unspeakably less, therefore unworthy of the least of all Thy mercies." . And

The Gospel Magazine

67

that is, I repeat, dear friends, the true ground, the right ground, for
every grace-saved sinner with reference to himself as a sinner. It
is marvellous that the Infinite One should take account of such poor
finite creatures. "What is man that Thou art mindful of him 1 and
the son of man that Thou visitest him 1" It has always been the
marvel, I repeat, of grace-taught sinners, and it will for ever be their
wonder that the Infinite One should have taken knowledge of such
insignificant creatures as they are in their own sight. Let me say
here in regard to that last expression, "in their own sight," that
they occupy a very different position in God's sight. In their own
sight they are indeed; as Abraham confessed himself to be, " but dust
and ashes," but in the sight of God His people as believers-oh, how
dear, unspeakably dear, are they to Him, considering what they have
cost Him how precious are they in His sight. There is not a redeemed
sinner here to-night who has not been placed in the scale of the balances
of the sanctuary and weighed over against the infinite merits of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Observe that well. If God could have spared
His Own Son and yet have redeemed me, a sinner, I am confident He
would have spared His Own Son. If sinners could have been saved
otherwise than by the blood of the Lamb, then the Lamb had been
spared. But when the question, the moral question, the legal
question, the vital question, arose regarding the salvation of the
objects of God's eternal love, then God gave up His Son that He might
effectually redeem these from all iniquity; and finally present them
to Himself a Church-a glorious Church-without blemish, or spot, or
wnnkle, or any such thing. How precious, I repeat, are the saints,
the blood-bought sinners, in the sight of God. In their own sight
t.hey are an insignificant, contemptible people. I hope we all feel
that, I hope we all confess that to-night. Oh, may God give us the
grace of self-judgment. May God give us grace to rightly estimate
ourselves, our demerits, our unworthiness, and in proportion as we
realize our utter baseness shall we value the blood that bought us,
shall we value the grace that sought us, shall we value the power that
brought us. We shall crown Him Lord of all Who loved us and gave
Himself for us. I am not worthy of the least, I am less than the least,
of all Thy mercies, and yet think how He has multiplied His mercies.
He has not put off His people with the least of all His mercies; but has
blessed them with mercies from the least unto the greatest. The
greatest of all His mercies, I submit, the greatest of all His mercies
was the giving up of His dear Son to die for the sinner. All the other
mercies rank in proportion, and they rank subsequently, and they
rank relatively, but that is the supreme mercy of our God, that He
should have taken His co-equal and co-eternal Son from His bosom
and given Him up to be a sacrifice, an effectual sacrifice, for sinners.
Notice in the next place the sinner is not worthy to come to Jesus
with his need. Now if there are any seeking souls here to-night, is
not that your case, dear friends-that you are conscious of unworthiness to approach' Jesus 1 I ask you to turn with me to the seventh
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chapter of the Gospel by Luke, where we have a striking illustration
of the self-consciousness on the part of one who fain would have
received blessing from Jesus. A certain centurion's slave; who was
dear to him; was sick and ready to die. We stop for a moment and
remark upon this centurion that he must have been a remarkably
tender-hearted man, if he was not much more than that-a graciously
endowed man, to have such love for this slave as to take up his sickness and make it his own and seek the healing of his servant. "Arid
when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto Him the elders of the Jews,
beseeching Him that He would come and heal his slave. And when
they came to Jesus, they besought Him instantly "--earnestly, "saying
That he was worthy for whom He should do this "-worthy. In their
estimation the Roman centurion was a worthy man and might seek
this thing at the hand of Jesus on the ground of his merits, and they
urged his good works. "He loveth our nation; and he hath built
us a synagogue." These were the arguments that the messengers of the
centurion urged. I fail to see that they received the message-that
message concerning his good works-from the centurion himself. I
rather, from the sequel, think otherwise. "Then Jesus went with
them. And when He was now not far from the house," the centurion
sent again the second time, the elders the first time, friends now,
which rather impresses me with the conviction that he was very
earnest in this second message beyond his earnestness in the first
message. He sends more excellent messengers, people of better
position and nearer relation to himself than the Jews, for the centurion
was a Gentile. "And when He was now not far from the house, the
centurion sent friends to Him, saying unto Him, Lord, trouble not
Thyself: for I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my
roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee,"
which is my present point. The case of this centurion illustrates the
condition of mind which a soul under conviction of sin and seeking
mercy at the hands of Jesus experiences frequently, such a sense of
personal baseness and vileness as to feel, "I dare not approach His
mercy-seat, I dare not approach His footstool, I am not worthy.
Oh, that it may please Him to speak the word short of my coming unto
Him." That was it this dear man urged" neither thought I myself
worthy to come unto Thee; but say in a word, and my servant (or
slave) shall be healed." Now the Lord deals with this case, He hears
out the message which is, in continuity, "For I also am a man set
under authority," there were many officers superior in rank to himself,
therefore he says, " I myself am a man under authority," that is, " I
know how to obey orders," and then he goes on to say that he is a man
in authority, having soldiers under his authority, "I am under,
and these are under me, and therefore I am acquainted both with
the issuing of authoritative orders and I am acquainted with
obedience to orders issued to me, and because these things are so
-with me I say when I speak to a soldier, Go, and he goes, and I
say to my slave, Do this, and he doeth it," implying that Jesus
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could exercise authority, might just choose to speak the word,
alid the disease which threatened the life of this dear servant
should flee away as a servant bidden to go. "I say to my servant or
my soldier Go, and he goeth. Thou canst say to this disease Go, and
it will go." Now, dear friends, the Lord Jesus set His seal of approbation upon this dear man's case. "When Jesus heard these things, He
marvelled at him, and turned Him about, and said unto the people
that followed Him, I say unt<l you, I have not found so great faith, no,
not in Israel, as I have found in this centurion, this Roman centurion,
this Gentile. I have not found in Israel so great faith as here." Now
does not this encourage seeking souls though they feel-this utter unworthiness of approaching Jesus face to face 1 Oh, poor seeking souls,
the Lord Jesus has His eye of favour upon you; and He regards all
these thoughts of self-judgment that arise in your hearts, and His
thoughts toward you are " thoughts of peace and not of evil to give
you an expected end." What, therefore, is your calling 1 Your
calling is to rely simply altogether on His power to do for you that
which you need should be done. Let your requests be made known
to Him Who heareth in secret, and He Who heareth the cry of need
in secret will satisfy openly. Oh, how near may be the moment of
a dear seeker's deliverance. Jesus marvelled at the faith of this
Roman centurion, He still delights in those who are poor in spirit,
huroble in heart, who tremble at His word of grace. "Not worthy"
-I think dear Mr. Pollock alluded to this point in this pulpit lately;
he called your attention to the different estimates that were alluded
to respectively by the elders who came and by the centurion, the confession that he himself made. The elders said, "- He is worthy," and
he said, " I am not worthy, that is the explanation of why I am not
coming in person. I came not at the first because I felt I was not
worthy to come unto Thee." And so it always is with the Lord's
people, they deprecate all these praises and commendations which
men kindly lavish upon them, which even believers lavish upon them.
I hope we all feel this, dear children of God. The praises of men-let
us learn to value them less and less; the approbation of God-let us
seek to value that more and more.
(To be concluded).

UNGRANTED REQUESTS.
How often one of the tests of a disciple's faith comes when a request,
possibly pleaded often and with urgency, is not granted! Perhaps a
brief study of some petitions so presented-recorded for our learning
in the Scriptures-may help us in our turn to understand, or (failing
to understand) to trust more fully.
First, there was the prayer in the Garden, when the Saviour, with
strong crying and tears, uttered those remarkable words, "Father,
if Thou be willing, remove this cup from me," offered in entire
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subjection of His will to His Father's, as the next words prove, "Nevertheless, not My will but Thine be done" (Luke xxii. 42). As someone
has well said, what would have happened had the cup been removed ?
We may, with all the redeemed, praise Him everlastingly for that
" nevertheless," and that He drank the cup to the dregs.
Yet we may also thank Him as in measure we are enabled to apprehend somewhat of what it cost Him. He drank the cup of wrath in
order that we might go free, and we cannot make too much of His
atoning death and vicarious suffering. But we may also gratefully
remember Hebrews ii. 10, "For it became Him for Whom are all
things and by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings."
So He knows by experience the bitterness He gives us to drink, and is
able, absoltttely, to sympathize.
Then there was Moses' disappointment, possibly one of the most
striking in the history of God's people of any age. Let us consider
it from a personal point of view only.
Here was the leader, chosen by God to lead His Israel out of Egypt
through the wilderness, and (by infffl"ence) into the promised land.
The promised land, the goal to which Moses had pressed forward for
forty years at least, the land into which he probably supposed he
would of course lead the people. And then one day, Moses spake
unadvisedly with his lips-not only exhibiting an unworthy attitude
towards the provoking people, but spoiling God's type of the oncesmitten Rock, and the fiat went forth, " Because ye believed Me not,
to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall
not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them"
(Num. xx. 12).
The anguish of this, as the full significance of the Lord's decision
broke over Moses' soul, must have been well-nigh crushing. Forty
years' hopes, and then disappointment. One day's failure, and this
result! Moses could not take it in. He evidently hoped against
hope that the Lord would alter the thing that had gone forth from His
lips. How long after was it that Moses "besought the Lord," saying, "I pray Thee let me go over; and see the good land that is
beyond Jordan" 1 (Dent. iii 25). Can we not picture the scene 1
Moses, accustomed to being in the Lord's presence, the hero of
many occasions, the lawgiver and ruler of a vast host; the servant
faithful in all his Master's house, Moses, pleading for a reversal of
the Lord's words. And can we not further picture the crushing
effect of the reply when he realized that his refusal to take "no"
for an answer made Jehovah "wrath" and that He "would not
hear Moses," the reply being "Let it suffice thee, speak no more
to Me of this matter ... thou shalt not go over Jordan" 1 (Deut. iii.
26, 27). Can we not read ourselves into the story, and thank God
that we see therein that we do not stand alone in our pain of " disappointment that is His appointment" 1
Moreover, Jehovah was infinitely tender with His suffering servant.
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He Himself kept tryst with him on the top of Nebo, and showed him
the land, and then-" kissed" him to rest.
It remained an ungranted petition for some fifteen hundred years,
till :r.roses found himself on another mountain top, this time in the land,
in wonderful company and glory (Matt. xvii. 3).
One wonders whether it occurred to him then that such an experience proved among other things the Lord's goodness to him personally, while the judicial fiat as to his not crossing Jordan was fulfilled
intact. Maybe we, too, shall find after long waiting that some requests,
we deemed ungranted, find fulfilment in that glorious future in which
an " eternal weight of glory" awaits those disciplined by the" light
amiction " of this earthly life.
The Apostle Paul, tried by his" thorn in. the flesh," could say he
had thrice besought the Lord for its removal-(thrice, like his Lord
in the Garden). Paul was accustomed indeed to pray, and to receive
answers of peace, yet here, in a matter that concerned his personal
comfort (he probably deemed his usefulness also), the Lord refused to
remove the trouble. But He gave Paul far more than he asked, for all
that! He gave him such grace, such fellowship with Himself in
endurance, that for fourteen years Paul lived victoriously before he
said anything about it, and gave joy to his Lord Himself, learning
many lessons, laying up treasure in heaven, too, for the time when he
should be rewarded for faithful service and loyal obedience. Had
that" thorn" been removed, not ouly Paul, but we, too, and countless saints all down the ages, would have been the poorer!
Peter offered a rash prayer once: "Not my feet only; but also my
hands and my head," and the Lord gravely and gently instructed
his ignorance (John xiii. 10). James and John prefered a request for
personal aggrandisement, thereby provoking to jealousy their fellowdisciples, but the Lord was far too wise to promise the desired position
(Mark x.).
In these last days we see a general revival of the desire for, and
expectation of, the Lord's glorious return. We know that when He
comes He will raise His sleeping saints and transform His living ones,
gathering them instantaneously to Himself (1 Thess. iv.). Do we
not well to lay to heart Elijah's heartbroken (and was it peevish)
request that he might die? He thought witness for God was confined to himself. He was disappointed as to the results of his nrinistry.
He was apprehensive for the worship of Jehovah in Israel, and for
his own personal safety, and he gave way. Yet the Lord understood how overwrought His servant was, and sent an angel with
needed refreshment. He then sent His strengthened servant to the
place where He Himself would further instruct and teach him, at
Horeb, and finally preserved Elijah's life till the moment when he
was rapt, undying, to glory.
". Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the conring of the Lord"
(James v. 7).
A. E. WOOD.
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"YE DO NOT LAY IT TO HEART."
MALAcm ii. 2.

THESE words are very definite and pointed. There is no mistaking
their meaning. The question is, are they true and can they be subst.antiated 1
We have but to inquire as to the personality of the Speaker, and
at once we must be convinced that the words are true and that the
charge is proved.
These words are not the words of a mere man. They are the words
{)f Him Who can make no mistake. They were addressed to the
teachers of the period, and the charge contained in them amounted
to this: that the professed religious leaders of the time would not
hear God's message, and would not lay to heart the dishonour done
to the Messiah-our Lord Jesus Christ-by the hypocrisy and false
worship then prevailing. It is a solemn and serious matter when
God's servants are commanded to pronounce judgment upon an
individual or upon a nation. God's messengers in former days used
no exaggeration when they termed such a message, "the burden of
of the word of the Lord." God's servants are men who have been
taught the value of their own souls, and they are men in whom the
love of the Lord Jesus Christ works, a love which constrains them
(2 Cor. v. 14) to proclaim in the Name of the Lord His mercy and
His threat of judgment. Knowing something both of the preciousness of the soul and of what it has cost the Lord Jesus to procure
salvation, it is a heavy matter to them that multitudes reject the only
remedy and hurry along recklessly to destruction. It is no light
matter to declare to men that the great wage, or wages, of sin is death
(Rom. vi. 23).
The prophet Mlilachi was commissioned by God to tell the people
of Israel, through their teachers, that He had loved them, but the
reply He received was that they could not see wherein He had loved
them more than any other people (chap. i. 2). And then the Lord
used almost the same words as were addressed to the Jews many
years later, " Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say 1 " (Luke vi. 46). He said an earthly son is expected to honour
his father, and a servant is expected to honour his master. "Do
you honour Me 1 or do you despise My Name 1 "
Next, God proves the charge. He shows how they thought His
service contemptible and acted as though anything was good enough
for God!
The preciousness of the Lord Jesus is such that any type which
could in any way pre-figure Him or His work must be as nearly perfect
as possible. Hence God forbade the use of any animal in sacrifice
that had any blemish, or was lame or blind or diseased (Lev. xxii. 20 ;
Deut. xv. 21; xvii. 1). In spite of this warning, however, the people
and the priests had so far fallen away from God's teaching that the
people brought, and the priests received, any lame, sick or blemished
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animal as an offering to God. God is not deceived by such conduct.•
He put the matter very clearly to the priests, He said, "Would you
dare bring such a gift to your ruler if you desired to please him 1 "
There can be but one answer to this question, and God will no more
receive men's worthless services and worthless offerings than will an
earthly Sovereign.
This conduct on the part of the priests and the people was a profanation of the Name of the Lord. It was a rejection of the Lord Jesus,
the only remedy for sin's curse. And for four hundred years the
Jews were left without any direct message from God.
Prior to this event, God's service had become a wearines.s to the
priests and people, and little by little they drifted away from light
and truth until they reached a stage when they actual!y thought they
could deceive God (chap. i. 13-14).
After repeated warnings, and because they would neither hear the
warnings nor lay them to heart, God left the people of Israel to go
their own way, and that way led them to death (Prov. xiv. 12).
For the personal instruction of each reader, it may be wel! to inquire
what it is " to give glory unto the Name of the Lord" (Mal. ii. 2).
Moses prayed, "show me Thy glory." This was after the Lord had
said to him, " thou hast found grace in My sight" (Exod. xxxiii. 17
and 18). This expression is a declaration that God had received
Moses into His favour through faith in the promised Messiah. It is
" By grace men are saved through faith; and that not of themselves:
it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8). "Neither is there salvation in any
other, for there is none other Name under heaven (than that of the·
Lord Jesus, Acts iv. 10) given among men, whereby ye must be saved"
(Acts iv. 12). When God said to Moses (Exod. xxxiii. 19), "I will
proclaim the Name of the Lord before thee," and when He thus.
proclaimed that Name and said (Exod. xxxiv. 6-7), " The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and
truth," etc., He was revealing Himself in the Lord Jesus, and making
known that He was reconciled to Moses and all true believers in the
Lord Jesus. Now" to give glory unto" that Holy" Name" is to
believe in the Lord Jesus, and to confess His Name before men. The·
Lord Jesus glorified His Father by obeying Him (John xvii. 4), and
whosoever believeth in the Lord Jesus obeys Him, and thereby
glorifies Him (John xvii. 10 and 1-3). The Holy Spirit glorifies the
Son by revealing Him to poor sinners and working faith in them to
believe in Him (John xvi. 14). "No man can say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. xii. 3). "Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God" (1 John
iv. 2).
This confession does not imply bare intellectual acknowledgement
of the fact, but a real confession such as Peter made. "Thou art
the Christ, the anointed One, the Son of the Living God" (Matt.
xvi. 16). "We believe and are sure of this," he said again (John vi.
68-69), and to know this truth by the inward witness of the Holy
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Spirit is life eternal (see John xvii. 3). The great truth taught to Moses
and all the true believers of old was that which the priests and people
in Malachi's day had rejected, and the rejection of the Lord Jesus
left them under the curse.
" The light of the glorious Gospel of Christ" (2 Cor. iv 4) is what
men will not now receive. They think it " contemptible" (Mal. i. 7).
It is "foolishness" to them (1 Cor. i. 23), and therefore they pour
contempt upon the Holy Name of Jesus. Even the outward service
has become a "weariness" (Mal. i. 13) and anything is considered
good enough for God. The Name of Christ is used, but He and His
work are rejected.
When men neglect prayer, when the reading of God's Word is
merely formal, when the true preaching of the Gospel is considered
a weariness, and when men say they will do as they like on the Lord's
Day-is this not to bring God the "torn" the "lame" and the
" sick" 1 It does not deceive Him. Oh, may we take these warnings to heart and not deceive ourselves.
P. I. B
ANTIPAS.
IT is instructive to note that in each of the Epistles to the seven
Churches the Lord Jesus adopts a title that corresponds with the
condition of the Church at the time; and also that the' promise given
to the overcomers corresponds with the nature of the victory over
the prevalent evil. For instance, in the message to the Church
in Smyrna the Lord is He " that was dead, and lives" ; the exhortation
is to " be faithful unto death, that He may give the crown of life " ;
and the promise is that the overcomer " shall not be hurt of the second
death."
The message to Pergamos is remarkably suited to the day in which
we are living. In Pergamos Satan had his throne as well as his dwellingplace. In Pergamos there were those who taught the doctrines of
Balaam and of Nicolas: in each case a wilful abuse of the grace of
God to cover the licentiousness of evil practices. It was in this place,
with all its perils, that Antipas was located.
1. Antipas has the supreme and unique honour of being called by
the Lord Jesus by one of His own titles: "lily faithful martyr"
(witness). "Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness" (chap. i. 5); "the
Amen, the faithful and true Witness" (chap. iii. 14). Now we know
that" a faithful witness will not lie" (Proverbs xiv. 5); and this is
the aim of every true ambassador for Christ in these days of declension
and defection. Whatever may be the cost to ourselves, whatever
difficulties may be in the pathway of subjectness to our Master's will,
whatever may be the perils that surround us, whatever forces oppose
and oppress us, we are to stand fast without thought of yielding.
2. Antipas was placed in a position of special peril, namely, where
Satan was obeyed and worshipped, for this is implied by the word
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throne. The god of this world had his willing subjects then, and he
rules over them now. It is ours to perceive the perils, to testify
against them, and to maintain our constant witness to the living
truth. It is not without significance that in the second Epistle to
Corinth Satan is said to do three things: he blinds the minds of them
that believe not (chap. iv. 4); he beguiles unsteadfast professors
(chap. xi. 3); and he buffets those who are enabled to be faithful
(chap. xii. 7). Be it so: our blessed Master Himself also was buffeted
(Matt. xxvi. 67); but He endured.
3. Antipas lived in a specially evil time. This is indicated by the
expression-" even in those days." It is plain that the period was one
of special difficulty, evil, and peril. And may we not transfer the
phrase to our own days 1 ]liay we not realize that there are special
and peculiar perils and evils "even in these days" 1 The last days
are to be marked by special features and degrees of evil, and it is to
our own loss if we fail to recognize them. In fact, if we fail to read
aright in the light of Scripture the signs around us, our testimony
is to that extent weakened, our sword is qlunted, our witness enfeebled.
4. It is most blessed to learn from this brief biography of Antipas
that our gracious Master is ever watching His own servants. Whatever our difficulty, He knows it, and He pledges His Own faithfnlness .
to reward all faithful service. We have nothing to do with success:
our aim is to be faithfnl. How graciously He acknowledges, even
though our service is defective, the fact that we " hold fast His Name
and deny not His faith!" Even though we suffer temporary defeat
and grow disheartened, what strength is imparted by realizing His
loving sympathy under all that casts us down! Is there any honour
equal to His service 1
5. Antipas was slain; but he lives for ever. The truth of God
suffers its temporary defeats, but final victory is assured. May it be
the loyal and loving ambition of the writer and each reader to be
another Antipas!
Criekle:wood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

FULNESS.
I HAVE just been looking through the Bible of one who was a
reader and lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many years. I
reverence the venerated pages upon which her eyes have so often,
so lovingly, rested, and over which her heart rejoicingly pondered.
Between the pages was a text, or rather two texts from a "tearoff" calendar which had evidently been a special fea.st to her soul,
and therefore preserved within the sacred pages. The texts were:
" He hath filled the hungry with good things," and" Filled with all
the fulness of God." Many of us in His family know what it is to
be hungry, but praise Him that we know, too, what it is to be filled
with His good things. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled." It is indeed well when,
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" From the best bliss that earth imparts, we turn unfilled to Him again."
It is blessed when" He satisfieth thy mouth with good things." And
we have the cheering assurance, " If ye know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more-how much more-shall your
Father Which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him 1 "
Thus He filleth, satisfieth, giveth. Filleth the hungry. There is of
necessity hunger before filling-emptiness, longing. The comfortable,
contented condition is not hunger. It is the empty, hungering, craving
soul He filleth, and filleth with good things. He knoweth the taste,
the desire, the need, and " No good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly." "They that seek the Lord shall not want
any good thing." Indeed," He that spared not His Own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give
us all things 1" "All things are yours ... and ye are Christ's and
Christ is God's."
But exalted as this subject is, yet the" Filled with all the fulness
of God," soars into the very heavenlies, and is overwhelming in its
language. The Epistle to the Ephesians with its constantly recurring
expression, " in Christ," "in Christ," "in Him," all the way through
rises to the most sublime heights when the apostle presents his
petition to be "Strengthened with might by His spirit," and "to
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God."
The Church of Christ is His fulness (see Eph. i. 23). "Thc Church
which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." Oh!
what a position, dear child of God, and we read in Col. i. 19: "It
pleased the Father that in Him (Christ) should all fulness dwell."
By virtue of the fulness of Christ we receive through union with Him
" All the fulness of God." Thus," The Church is dwelt in and filled
by Christ. She is the receptacle, not of His inherent, but of the
communicated plentitude of gifts and graces. As His is the fulness
(John i. 14; Col. i. 19, 29) inherently, so she is His" fulness" by
His imputation of it to her in virtue of her union to Him (Ephes. v. 18;
Col. ii. 10). The full manifesUdion of His being became penetrated
by His life. The Greek is "Filleth for Himself."
"Filled." No room for any but Himself. He will not share His
glory and His love in thy heart with another. They must needs be
empty to be filled with naught but Himself: "Open thy mouth wide
and I will fill it." The God-given law forbade mixed or mingled things.
" Not sow with mingled seed," "neither shall a garment mingled of
linen and woollen come upon thee," "Ye shall not offer from a
stranger's hand." And Israel was forbidden to mingle with other
nations in marriage or customs. Israel was a people separated unto
Himself, and thou, dear child of God, must be separated from the
world unto Himself, emptied for Himself to fill. This is the explanation of many of the sorrowful dealings of the Lord with His people.
They admit C?ther loves, other habits, other ways, and the Lord will
not give up His blood-bought loved ones. No, He claims the 10hole
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heart-Christ all and in all. In permissible affections and practices
He is thus the centre of all, and the bond, the life, the sunshine with
all. He Himself is the joy in all things, the joy of loving hearts which
see Him and live in Him. When He empties, He means to fill, and
then" The broken hearted sing."
I was reading recently in Gen. xxvi., and felt what a parable was
there of the Lord's dealings with the hearts of His people. We read
there of the digging of the wells of Isaac in verses 19, 20, 21. They
digged the well Esek, contention~ Then they digged another, Sitnah,
hatred. Neither of these wells could they possess, and so they digged
another, Rehoboth, enlargement, and Isaac said, "For now the Lord
hath made room for us." So in spiritual wells the Lord will not permit
contentions and hatred, but He makes room and satisfies His people.
Not only so, but" Thou hast set my feet in a large room," David said.
Yes, for He is lavish in all His gifts. He has so much wherewith to fill.
"My empty soul He filleth."
" Oh ! to grace how g,·eat a debtor
Daily rill constrained to be."
And the Spirit-filled life is not only filled, hut it is a satisfied life.
" Satisfied with favours and full with the hlessing of the Lord." This
was the blessing of Naphtali.
And now I return to the words which were coupled with "Filled
with all the fulness of God," the affirmation of its reality, "He hath
filled the hungry with good things." Sometimes our souls yearn
with hunger for more assured tokens of His personal interest, some·
times they ache for more sweet communion with each other, some··
times for strong help in temptation, sometimes for more physical
strength to work and to endure, and sometimes they long for help in
difficulties. Many and varied are the exercises, but, dear reader, remember, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." He will supply
all good things, and this David found when in the same Psalm he
wrote: "My cup ,·unneth over," so full was it.
Watch the loving little circumstances which intervene on behalf
of the Lord's people. They are marvellous, and there is a special
blessing to the loving watchful soul. "Whoso is wise, and will observe
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord." Yes, they become, "by constant watching wisc," and they
read His unfailing tender love between the lines all the days in all
His ways.
And they experience the "good things" with which He fills the
hungry soul, and rejoice in the prospect of " good things to come."
Ab! dear reader, He is always filling with His love and provision of
the best. Even here He fills with all that He sees we can bear safely,
and up there where Christ is all, we shall be filled with all the fulness.
Let us lift up our heads and rejoice. He is drawing nigh and we
shall see Him in fulness of joy for evermore. "Filled with all the
fulness of God."
"Behold I come quickly." Rejoice.
NETTlF.
6
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., NOT THE GOSPEL OF GOD ONLY, BUT ALSO OUR OWN
SOULS."-l TREss. ii. 8.

By

TRE REV.

A CHRISTMAS lIirSSIONARY II'lESSAGE.
F. HOUGHTON, B.A., OF SUITING, SZECHWAN,
LORD of our hearts, Immanuel,
Who as at this time cam'st to dwell
•
Among usHere in a world that hated Thee,
Here where such woe awaited Thee,
Becoming ManNo angel form of dazzling white,
Spotlessly pure and coldly bright,
Could win our love as Thou hast done,
God-begotten, yet Mary's Son !Made like to us that we might be
Re-fashioned wholly, like to TheeWe who have been to Calvary,
And seen the Lord of glory die,
Who in Thy Blood's most precious flow
All cleansing and all healing know,
May even now to Bethlehem go . . ..
Thy manger-bed how dear to us,
For there Thou camest near to us,
Lord of our hearts!
I,over of souls, we too would learn
How to come near to men.
Thou it is Who hast made us yearn
That these, who serve vain gods, may turn
To Thee again.
But we are strangers from lands afar
And; all-unyielding, the barriers are
Holding us still apart.
Strange are our ways, our tongue, our raceHow may we find the secret place-This people's heart 1
Nothing, 0 Lord, have we withheldLove and labour-our hearts' full store-Still do we wait outside, repell'd,
While they but suffer us-no more!
What lack we yet 1 how to break through
This dull disguise of friendliness,
This outward form that veils the true,
Till our souls mingle and meet-no less!
o life! 0 death! Full life! Grim death!
We would not trifle with man's soul. Our ransom'd being, every breath,
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Our self, our life, yea, Lord, the whole
Is Thine-for we give it not by measure,
Bargaining not for woe or bliss,
Stripping ourselves of that or this
While aught remains of our richest treasure.
Thou gavest Life-in Thee we liveThe life Thou gavest us we give,
Lord of our hearts !

"SPIRITUAL HEALING."
WE have heard much of late about" spiritual healing." 'Not only
has the Roman Church, by its pilgrimages to Lourdes and elsewhere,
given it prominence; not only has it heen a noteworthy feature in
some of the strange cults which abound in this land of liherty; hut
it also has received a markedly increased attention within the Church
of England. Without dwelling upon the reports that have come from
various places of clergy professing to exercise this gift, we would
specify two remarkable occurrences in proof of our statement. In
the Diocese of Exeter there is a clerical organizer, who hears the title
of the Diocesan Healing Missioner. In the same Diocese the Bishop
not long ago consecrated oil for the purpose of anointing the sick.
This" holy oil" has already been used, and it is said to have effected
the removal of some diseases. Information on the point, however, is
rather vague, and partakes of the character of the sensational copy
which newspapers require to tide them over the dull season. Perhaps
this was also the reason for the notoriety accorded to a sermon
preached by the Rev. R. C. Griffith, in Westminster Abbey. At any
rate, there is no gainsaying the fact that extracts from his discourse
have been widely puhlished by the Press. No doubt his claims were
striking and quite sufficient at any time to arrest attention. He
declared that he himself had witnessed the restoration of sight to
the blind and hearing to ~he deaf; that he had seen one afflicted
for sixteen years with a withered arm" suddenly shoot it out perfectly
whole," and" cancers disappear in twenty minutes." He spoke also
about the crowds frequenting the churches where the miracles were
performed, and the excitement resulting from the alleged cures. We
have no desire to question his veracity. When a man uses an occasion
of the kind to deliver such positive statements, assuredly the presumption is that he himself fully believes them. But they cannot be
accepted merely upon the asseveration of enthusiasm. They must
bear the test of time and expert knowledge before they can justly
demand public credence. We have known many a "cure," wrought
in a time of excitement, which turned out to be no real healing, and
left the sufferer in worse plight than it found him. We have known
those who put their faith in advertised remedies who rejoiced in the
seeming success of the first applications, and yet in the end gained
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nothing but the increase of their trouble. And, considering what we
have known, we unhesitatingly affirm that those who, either by means
of religion or quackery, delude the affiicted and pain-stricken are
guilty of real cruelty, and deserve severe condemnation. We freely
admit that the motive of the faith-healing enthusiast is widely difIerent
from that of the greedy quack, but the effect on the sufferer is the
same.

The practice to which we refer is commonly called "spiritual
healing," but we doubt very much whether this is the correct term.
The remedy is sought for the material, not the spiritual, part of man's
being. The means employed are material, such as the application
of " holy oil" and the laying on of some special cleric's hands. The
effect at which the healer aims is material, being the deliverance of
the body from the ills by which it is oppressed. Consequently it
may appeal to numbers who have no true interest in spiritual things.
When, for example, Mr. Griffith speaks of " thousands of people waiting outside two little slum churches from nine o'clock in the morning
till a quarter past eleven at night, kneeling in the streets and gutters
of the city in prayer for those on whom hands are being laid within
those little shrines" he seems to forget that it is for a material benefit
they are waiting, and that they would not show the same concern
in the pursuit of spiritual blessing or in the preaching of the Gospel
by which sinners are saved for ever from the deadly disease of sin.
It is quite natural that people shonld feel the misery and pain of bodily
trouble and shonld long for a way of escape from its grasp. We
sympathize with them, and would not think of blaming them. But
we do blame the ministers of religion who give bodily healing a place
above. the salvation of souls from eternal woe. There is a real danger
that, instead of being a witness against the peril of materialism in
this materialistic age, this extravagant regard for the outward wellbeing of the body would draw minds away from the contemplation
of greater things and produce a wrong conception of the purpose and
work which our Saviour came into the world to accomplish. We
observe, too, that Mr. Griffith made a vigorous attack upon those
who object to his cause on the ground of disappointed expectations.
Suppose that sufferers who have been encouraged to believe that they
will be healed only experience the failure of their hope-what then 1
It is asserted that in consequence of their disappointment they and
their friends often lose faith. Mr. Griffith stigmatizes the assertion
as a "blasphemous lie," but strong language, even from the pulpit
of Westminster Abbey. cannot alter facts. Those who do not realize
the promised remedy lose whatever faith they may have had in the
system through which it was promised, and it is not unlikely that, if
they be not spiritually enlightened to discern things that differ, they
may become sceptical regarding all the promises of religion. This is
a serious and practical objection, and it cannot be set aside merely
by calling it " a blasphemous lie." Nor are those the only dangers.
Superstition and priestcraft may be fostered. Wherever charms, such
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as " holy oil," are used, and wherever the intervention of the priest
is required, there the door is opened for the entrance of that sacerdotalism which has been the fertile cause of religious error and corruption.
If the priest cannot get in at the front, he looks out for some side
entrance like "spiritual healing."
But, it maybe asked, did not our Lord work gracious cures of
physical infirmities, and were not they a distinguishing characteristic
of His wondrous ministry! And did not He also bestow the gift
of healing upon the primitive Christians! Of course He did, but
inferences should not be drawn from these facts which they will not
bear. In His own ministry He wrought His gracious miracles on
selected cases as a resIfonse to faith and to attest His claims. And
with Him there was no such thing as failure. Invariable success
proved the reality of His power. He spake and it was done. Then
in the case of His disciples He endowed them with many supernatural
functions. He gave them not only the gift of healing, but also the
ability, in His Name, to cast out demons, to take up serpents without
suffering harm, to drink deadly poison and not be hurt, to speak
with new tongues, and even, as in the instance of Dorcas, to raise the
dead. He gave these supernatural endowment for a distinct purpose,
which passed away when Christianity was established in the world.
And if modern" faith healers" base their claim upon primitive gifts,
they should manifest not only one of their own selection, but all that
were promised and bestowed. They should raise the dead, as well
as give sight to the blind, and they should never experience a failure
when they exercise their endowment in the name of Christ. Moreover,
we cannot forget that, while He endued His first disciples with the
ability to display "signs and wonders" for the confirmation of the
Gospel, He uttered a solemn warning that in the latter days of this
dispensation it would be the "false christs" and "false prophets"
who would " show signs and wonders" to seduce, if it were possible,
even the very elect. It is our duty, therefore, in these last days to
investigate alleged miracles very closely, lest we should be led astray
by deceptive appearances or high-sounding pretensions. Our comfort
and confidence is that God hears and answers prayer. Knowing this,
we bring the sick to Him by His own appointed way, and we ask
Him to grant them recovery if it be His holy will. We thank Him
for the skilful treatment of those who have studied the human frame,
and plead for His blessing upon all their efforts. At the same time, we
realize that bodily infirmity is not always an evil. He can sanctify
it to the spiritual welfare of His own children. It is sometimes the
means by which He chastens those whom He loves. There have been
multitudes of believers all down the ages who could echo the psalmist's
experience and declare that it was good for them to have been afflicted.
We are thankful for the mercies which we have in this passing pilgrimage and we look on with unclouded hope to a glorious immortality in
which there shall. be no more sorrow, suffering, pain, or death.-The
English Ohurchman.
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GLORIFYING GOD.
THE apostle enloms us to behold "the goodness and severity of
God," and we might be doing what he said if we considered the judgments which fell respectively on Nebuchadnezzar and Herod. Both
kings were lifted up in heart and in self-importance until their pride
reached heaven. The one; looking upon his vast capital, took to
himself the glory of all its magnificence; the other allowed the
ascription of supreme and Divine honour which the people offered
him. But as the Lord said, the one was taken and the other left.
Nebuchadnezzar-as far off from God as Herod-was brought to the
footstool of mercy, thence to lift his eyes to heaven, and to praise,
bless and honour Him that liveth for ever, while the voice which was
" the voice of a god and not of a man," was silenced for ever in darkness.

Nebuchadnezzar's song of praise to God goes very beautifully with
the psalmist's, " Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give
glory." This will be the universal and heartfelt note in heaven.
This is it which is not natural to us here; for" All men seek their
own, and not the things that are Jesus Christ's." But glorifying
God is one of the peaceable fruits of righteousness which the blessed
Spirit ripens in the souls of His living elect. When He delivers them
in the day of trouble, then they glorify Him, be it only for so short a
space of time, as the children of Israel did on the emancipating shores
of the Red Sea. All praise, whatever it is for, must be the Lord's.
He will not share it with His people, however manifestly He has
made them by their works or ways to serve the purposes of His glory;
or however anxious they maybe to show forth His praise not ouly
with their lips but in their lives. We cannot think of the more prominent pillars in the house of our God, either in the Old or New Te;;tament, and forget the means that He took for showing them, and for
showing us that their stability was -not in themselves. It was Paul's
earnest expectation and his hope that Christ should be magnified in
his body, whether by life or by death. He would rather depart, but
he knew that it was needful for his friends that he should remain.
He knew that God's glory and Christ's exaltation were certain and
secure, whatever happened to him, but ills love yearned for the saints,
and his own rest would wait for him. And so He directed them to
Christ ouly, Whose Name is above every Name, and to God Who
worked in them of His good pleasure. No condition of their own
need discourage them; for God had chosen the base things of the
world and the despised things, and the things that were not, so that
no flesh should glory in His presence, except in the Lord. Yet he
told them to " glorify God" in their bodies and in their spirits which
were God's. And did not the Lord Himself say, "Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father Which is in heaven" 1 Yes, He said so, and may He
give us the grace to do it, such grace as He ouly has to bestow.
A saint of God was lamenting, not long ago, that she feared she
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was failing in giving glory to God, at least, in appearing before the
world as becomingly as she would like to for the glory of His Name.
Even in her ordinary work she could not shine amongst the rest, and
not one amongst the many of the household took any interest in her
views, except to disagree with them. Yet it had been an old and
overwhelming desire with her to be used of God and to glorify Him,
but failure was written over more than half of the things she had
put her hand to. Still she loved Him supremely, sought Him, and
praised Him. Would it have comforted her to know that God was
reaping to Himself and in the presence of the angels, from her sighs
and laments, more glory than she had ever thought of! How much
glory did Ohrist get when the poor woman was reduced to her cry
of despair, "Lord, help me." There is a lovely verse in one of the
Psalms: "Help us, 0 God, for the glory of Thy Name." And so
help comes from the sanctuary. They are strengthened out of Zion,
and " glorify Him in the fires."
It might, however, be objected that these are secret things, and
that that is not letting the light shine before men. There was a
Gospel-spirited saint who said, " Let your light, not malce your light
shine." She really never seemed to suppose that there was in her
flesh any good thing, and said that" prone to wander," as the hymn
has it, was no description at all of her heart. But she consistently
and always, to friend, neighbour, and stranger-as opportunity offered,
and without fear-proclaimed the utter ruin of man and the sovereign
salvation of God. Her life (and it was a long one) was directed, and
her spirit was imbued by Him who taught Zacharias to say, " Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His
people ... that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before
Him, all the days of our life."
FOLLOWER-ON.

NEW SUBSORIBERS FOR THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
OUR esteemed publisher informs us that quite a considerable number
of new subscriptions have been received of late. The Magazine is
thus becoming more widely known, and many more of God's people
are taking it in regularly.
We invite all our readers to help by prayer and effort to extend the
usefulness of the Magazine. Many would take it if they only knew
of its existence and character.
Let it be known that if six shillings are sent to Mr. Samuel Arnold,
74, Strand, London, W.O.2, he will forward the Magazine post free
for one year to any address in any part of the world.
We would also add that through the kindness of a reader, nolV in
heaven; the Editor has been able to send eight copies free to various
people. This help is no longer available. Would <my readers like to
send special sums to the Editor for the free distribution of the Magazine?
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CHRIST'S ABILITY TO SAYE.
WE cannot doubt of Christ's ability to save, if we consider His person
and qualifications. In His person He is God-Man, God manifested in
the flesh; all the perfections of God and all the capacities of man
meet in Him. Hence He was capable of obedience and sufferings as
man, and of bearing the weight of vengeance as His Divine power
supported the human nature. As man He could be humbled, crucified,
and buried; as God He could raise Himself from the dead, fill all
things, convert the elect, confound the wicked, triumph over Satan,
and bring many sons to glory. The Church is taught to place her
confidence in this, that her Sa"riour is God; not a made God, but
the Lord Jehovah. Hence she could say, "I will trust and not be
afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is become my strength and my song"
(Isa. xii. 2). If the eternal God cannot be a refuge and if His everlasting arms cannot uphold us, who shall 1 Where is salvation to be
had if not in Him" in Whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily" and Who has "all power in heaven and earth" 1 When
Christ's human nature was formed in the womb of the "rirgin, "the
power of the Highest overshadowed her," not only so as to produce
that nature in an extraordinary manner, but also so as that the Son
was for ever closely united to it, from the first moment wherein the
humanity did exist. Viewing the Redeemer in this light, we may
well conclude that He is mighty to save. It is therefore very good
advice which is given us, to "trust in the Lord for ever, for in the
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength" (lsa. xxv;. 4). We may say
of our Sa"riour as Job once said, " I know that Thou canst do everything;" He can do everything consistent with the glory of God and
the counsels of His will.-John Hurrion (1732).
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By ARCHDEACON NOYES.
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new <>reature."-2 CORINTHIANS v. 17.
WE have entered upon a New Year, and our thoughts naturally turn

to new things. A true Christian is a very wonderful thing, for the
Holy Scriptures say that "he is a new creature ov new creation."
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed
away, behold all things are become new." This is a verity which is
often lost sight oC Some look upon Christianity as equivalent to the
belief of Bible doctrines; others as .consisting of membership of a
Scriptural church, others again as synonymous with morality, or the
li"ring of " a good life." But the Bible gives no countenance to such
views. On the contrary, it asserts that if any man be in Christ, that
is to say, if any man be a Christian, he is a new creature. A new
creation has been wrought in him. He is "born again." He has
" passed from death unto life" (John v. 24). Real Christiauity is not
the turning over of a new leaf; it is not mere reformation of life,
but a new life.
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When the Lord Jesus was here upon the earth, one of the rulers of
the Jews, who with others was convinced that Jesus had come from
God, because of His wonderful miracles, came to Him secretly, to
inquire further concerning His claims. At once, the Lord laid it
down as a primary necessity, that a man must be "born again" in
order to see or enter the Kingdom of God.
Now this man, Nicodemus, was" a Ruler of the Jews," that is, a
member of their great national Council, known as the Sanhedrin;
and therefore aged, and highly respected. He was also learned, for
the Lord speaks of him as "The master" or "Teacher of Israel"
(John iii. 10). Moreover, he was a Pharisee, and therefore, a very
religious man. But all this availed him nothing. The Lord told
him that he needed something more. He must be "born again"
or "anew."
And what was true for Nicodemus is true for all. For by nature
we are spiritually dead, and therefore blind to spiritual things. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him" (1 Cor. ii. 14). We need to see ourselves
3S altogether sinful in the sight of God. We must know and feel
our need of a Saviour. We must b~ convinced that we require a
better righteousness than our own, to fit us for God's presence. This
is the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit (John iii. 8).
And when He has wrought this work in the hearts of sinners, they
" obey the truth through the Spirit," they believe in their hearts in
God's Christ, and His free salvation accomplished by the Redeemer's
death on the cross. They show their love to the brethren. They are
" God's workmanship, created in Ohrist Jesus unto good works." They
are born again of incorruptible seed, by the Word of God (see 1 Peter
i. 18-23).
Reader: If you should be conscious that you have not been born
anew, will you not pray, " Create in me a clean heart, 0 God? "-The
Lloydminster Times.
SIN AND ATONEMENT.
THE 4th chapter of Genesis shows us how the devil invented a gospel
that was based upon the denial of the guilt of sin and the Fall; and
which was calculated to reflect credit upon man, and provide a pattern
for all subsequent apostles of the gospel of humanity.
Cain rejected the Divine remedy for sin, and, In effect, denied its
existence. He left the presence of God, and went forth to become
the first so-called "apostle of progress"; and he set about making
the world " a better place to live in." Since he and his race were
under the wrath of God on account of unpardoned sin, they sought
the solace of city-building, polygamy, etc.
So, to-day, many unspiritual divines are engaged in explaining
away the facw of sin and the Atonement, in such a way as to make
them fit in with the so-called" gospel of humanity." They talk of
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" a fall upward," and regard the acquisition of the knowledge of good
and evil as an evidence of progress.
They would explain away sin by repeating to the unconverted sinner
the doctrines of " the uuiversal Fatherhood of God," and of the inherent
divimty of man. They extol our Lord as the" flower of humanity,"
the" highest product of evolution," and His death as " part of the
. process, "
COSIlllC
Satan's aim is to get rid of the great fact of sin; of the transcendent
and heavenly character of Christ ; and His substitutionary atonement. He has unconscious allies in his work among the Modernist
divines.-The Bible Call.

Q!orreaponbencr.
CHEERING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor qf THE GOSPEL ~1AGAZINE.
DEAR Srn,-My sisters and I have much pleasure in forwarding our
annual subscription towards the GOSPEL nUGAZINE Fund. The
Magazine has been a constant source of joy and encouragement to us
all during the past year, and we have thanked our heavenly Father
many times as we have read the beautiful" Family Portions," the
sermons and other articles, the articles on " Liberal Evangelicalism,"
"The Calvinism of. the Church of England," etc., etc. I cannot
express as I would like to do our gratitude to the Editor, and to the
writers of the various articles during the past year.
We pray that God will abundantly bless you and all the helpers,
and give you strength of body and mind to carry on this noble work
in His service.
Believe me, Yours very faithfully,
Dec. 10th, 1923. La=ing-on-Sea.
S. S. S.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL M:AGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The importance of spreading sound literature of
truth among our sailors and soldiers cannot be over estimated. It
has been truly said that our soldiers and sailors are missionaries for
good or evil wherever they go, and therefore I trust that friends
will rally to the support of the work for providing them with the truth
of God. It has been our joy lately to see how the literature is being
blessed to the spiritual welfare of the men, In this new year we
desire to press forward in the good work, so that whether the Lord tarry
or whether He comes we may be steadfastly doing His will: "Ye
shall be witnesses unto Me," said our blessed Lord.
Yours sincerely in the Gospel,
21, Firfield St1'eet,
R. E. BRIDER.
TOUerdown, Bristol, Jan. 1st, 1924.
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THE LATE MRS. SARAH PARDlNGTON, OF CHELTENHAM.
(A letter sent to Miss Cowell).
" I HAVE just been reading your' Wellsprings' article for December,
and feel you may like to hear of one more dear aged saint to add to
your long list of those now united in glory to sing the praises of Him
Whom they loved while separated by time, distance, and denomination.
"Mrs. Sarah Pardington, who literally fell asleep in Jesus early
in the morning of the 24th of this month in her 85th year, came to
Cheltenham over seventy years ago with her father, the late John
Freeman, who was called as pastor of the church at Bethel Strict
Baptist Chapel in that town. She had been a member of the church,
I believe, for over sixty years and a most regular attendant at all
the services.
"Her greatest grief was to be compelled to be absent from her
place in the Lord's house. The writer can testify to her deep and
steadfast love for the Lord Jesus Himself, for His house, His people,
His ways, and His Word, and on his periodical visits to supply the
pulpit, has often felt it a privilege to give his arm to assist this dear
and loving-hearted saint to and from the chapel. She was graciously
favoured to realize her oft-expressed wish that as long as life lasted
she might continue to extend hospitality to the ministers who came to
supply at 'Bethel.' She was a lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
has more than once told the writer that she very much enjoyed Miss
Cowell's pieces, and she felt the Magazine itself to be so entirely in line
with her own loving spirit which went beyond the bounds of her
own beloved denomination. Not that she was at all inclined towards
universal charity; for she had clear and decided views of truth and
could be severe on those whom she deemed to incline towards freewill.
.
" On the last Lord's Day before her death, the minister, in reading
Isaiah lii., stopped to comment on the marginal rendering in verse 12,
, gather you up.' The sweetest and most heavenly smile overspread
the dear old features, and speaking to him afterwards, she said:
, What you said was lovely. That is just what I want the Lord to
do for me-to gather me up. I feel so tired; I should not like to
live my life over again.'
" And so, soon afterwards, the dear Lord did so graciously fulfil
His promise, and gently gathered His dear tired child to Himself,
, to be for ever with the Lord.'
" I felt you would like to know, especially as my dear old friend
had expressed her appreciation of your own articles, which I also,
and my dear wife, often feel to be made very sweet, and must make
this my apology for troubling you.
With Christian regards, Yours very sincerely,
Nov. 30th, 1923.
S. N."
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~eacon.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND REUNION
WITH ROME.
THE Reformation of the sixteenth century was a revolt against the
unscriptural doctrines and superstitions of the Church of Rome.
In particular, it was a revolt against the idolatry of the Mass ana
the filthiness of the Confessional. Our martyrs laid down their lives.
at the stake rather than accept the doctrines of the Mass and again
submit themselves to the Roman Apostasy.
The Ritualistic movement has for its ultimate aim reunion with
Rome. Its leaders have vilified the Reformers, and spoken of the.
Reformation as needing to be repented of with tears and in ashes.
The Anglo-Catholics have permeated the Church of England with
Romish doctrines and practices. Thousands of Anglo-Catholic clergy
occupy pulpits in the English Church. They have gained a dominating position in the Convocations and in the National Assembly, and
to please them it is seriously proposed to give legal sanction to Mass
vestments, Mass doctrine, Reservation and prayers for the dead.
On the top of all this comes the Christmas letter of the Archbishop,
of Canterbury detailing conferences with Roman Ecclesiastics with
the Archbishop's "friendly cognisance."
The English Churchman for Jan. 3rd, makes the following references to these conferences on reunion with Rome:" As we have noted elsewhere the Archbishop of Canterbury has.
sent a Christmas letter to the Metropolitans of the Anglican Commu-·
nion dealing with the subject of reunion. Evidently, however, it
was not intended for them ouly, or perhaps chiefly; for it was communicated also to the Press. Its principal purpose was, thirefore, to
inform or influence the public generally. It touches upon the con-·
ferences which have been held between members of the Church of
England and the Free Churches, and which have not as yet resulted
in any practical advance towards corporate unity. It alludes to.
certain transactions that took place between the Archbishop himself
and some officials of the Greek Church, upon which we commented
at the time of their occurrence. Here it may be said that these
transactions did not even approach the consideration of the real.
differences of doctrine and practice which separate our Church from
the unreformed systems of the East. They were merely exchange!>.
of courtesy, possessing probably more political than religious signi-·
ficance.
"But the point of the Primate's letter which has gripped public
attention is the account it gives of the meetings between Anglicans and
Romanists at Malines. There were three of these meetings. The·
first, for which the Archbishop disclaims all responsibility, took place-·
about two years' ago, and those who were supposed to represent the-
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Anglican side were Dean Armitage Robinson, Dr. Frere (now Bishop
of Truro) and Lord Halifax. The second meeting was held in March
of last year, when the personnel on both sides was the same as at
the previous conference. To this gathering the Archbishop gave" a
fIjendly cognisance." The third meeting was held only a few weeks
ago. To this the Archbishop assumed the responsibility of inviting
Bishop Gore and Dr. Kidd, in addition to those already mentioned,
and he also suggested the course which the discussion should take.
There the matter rests for the moment, but he expresses his conviction
that" further conversations must follow from the careful talks already
held." There are certain vague and general indications of the nature
and scope of the subjects which were debated, but we have no definite
information ~s to the actual proceedings and their results. An ominous
secrecy marked the whole transaction.
"Though we are in ignorance of what was really done at these
conferences, yet there are certain matters, which we do know, connected with them, that call for special comment. We know that if
the Archbishop had been true to the Church of England, he would
never have countenanced any such undertaking. To confer with
Romanists, with the object of corporate union, was a surrender of
the Protestant position which he had no right whatever to make. It
is all very well for him to say that the delegates whom he commissioned
have "sought merely to effect some restatement of controverted
questions, and some elucidation of perplexities." They could not
have done even that without seriously compromising the cause which
they were supposed to uphold. But, though the Archbishop may
think that was all they were trying to do, we cannot possibly agree
with him. We are certain that the Romanists would not have continued the discussions if they did not see the prospect of obtaining
concessions to their claims and dogmas which would destroy the
distinctive witness of the English Church. Moreover, those who
either appointed themselves, or were appointed by the Primate, to
represent the Anglican side were just the men who, instead of maintaining their case, would be the first to give it away. They are all,
in fact, notorious Romamzers, who have both in teaching and practice
displayed far more sympathy with the ways of Rome than with the
principles of the Community to which they profess to belong. If the
Archbishop did not take himself so seriously we might imagine that
he was perpetrating a practical joke when he set up Lord Halifax,
Dr. Frere, and the rest of them, as exponents of the Protestant position
in a palaver with the spokesmen of the Pope. Surely we have a right
to resent the manner in which our Church has been treated, and still
more to be indignant at the continuance of this disgraceful treatment."
In its leading article for the same date the English Churchman says:
" Possibly a more striking example of unfaithfulness is supplied by
the reunion movement. The Christmas letter of the Archbishop of
Canterbury to the Archbishops and Metropolitans of the Anglican
Communion, which has been given to the public through the Press,
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has come as a surprise and shock to us all. That private conferences
under the Archbishop's direction should have taken place between
representatives of our Church and the apostate Church of Rome is a
manifestation of unfaithfulness almost beyond belief. It was unfaithful to the Church of England which emphatically rejects papal
claims and repudiates Romish errors. It was unfaithful to the British
nation whose liberty and welfare are bound up with independence of
the Pope, and all his arrogant assumptions. It was unfaithful to our
Saviour Whose Gospel is perverted by Romish idolatries and lies. It
was unfaithful to the Word of God that was the great instrument of
our deliverance from medireval corruption and bondage, and that
ever maintains a perpetual protest against Rome's wicked perversion
of true Christianity. Anything more unfaithful than these conferences
for the purpose of reunion with the great apostasy could not well be
conceived; and yet they were promoted and encouraged by the
Archbishop of Canterbury and his associates."
It is evident beyond all doubt that there is a deliberate and concentrated effort on the part of leading men in the Church of England to
undo the great work of the Reformation and to bring us back into
the bondage of Romanism.
Bishop Knox (late of Manchester) says in a letter to the Record
for Jan. 3rd:"For two years the Church Assembly has been facilitating the
work of those whose definite aim is the undoing of the work of the
Reformation and the restoration of the relations with Rome which
were then broken off.
"What effect must all these occurrences have on the minds of
intelligent Nonconformists 1 Can they have any belief in the sincerity of our negotiations with them 1 Are they not being used, as
J ames II tried to use them, when he published his Declaration of
Indulgence 1
"We must be grateful to the Archbishop for publishing the fact
that these dealings with Rome were going on, for it is just conceivable
that the eyes of some of our Evangelical brethren may be opened to
the gravity of the position, which is simply this: that the continuance
of Prayer Book Revisiol) on the present lines, and of the conversations with Rome, reduces any further mention of reunion with Protestants to an unmeaning and almost hypocritical profession."
In the language of old Bishop Hall our watchword still needs to
be: "No PEACE WITH ROME TILL ROME MAKES PEACE WITH GOD."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
A NEW Illustrated Booklet entitled "Milestones," for enclosure in
letters is nearly ready, price 3s. per hundred, or in smaller quantities.
It will be found useful in bringing the Society before friends who are in
sympathy with its basis and aims, and to such only are our appeals made.
Whilst the work is undenominational, it is upon the foundation
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of the truth of God declared in His infallible Holy Scriptures, and
so the Divine blessing rests upon the Institution.
St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, and the Walker Memorial Church, Cheltenham, have rendered generous help; we warmly thank the Rev. A. J.
Day, M.A., and Mrs. Day, and Miss Ruth Cowell and all our Bristol
friends, and the Rev. F. W. Davis, B.A., and his congregation for their
appreciated aid.
The Committee have recently been enabled to make special gifts
to the Pensioners, and additional comforts and conveniences at our
Homes are under consideration. Several gatherings for Christian
fellowship among the inmates have taken place, and New Year's
gifts have cheered our old folk.
At the end of March, the Society's financial year will close; if
our friends will kindly bear this in mind and remit accordingly, it
will facilitate the work. Collections after sermons are increasingly
useful, especially when the appeal is renewed annually. To our
Covenant-keeping God and to His people the Committee look for the
supply of the needs of the 1028 aged pilgrims.

Jl{ehie'ws anb jl.otiw,l of 15ooks,
BIBLE READING. By Farndon Hall. Pp. 40. Price 2d, post free.
(Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5).
This is the second edition of an ably written, clear and discriminating pamphlet on the subject of Bible Reading. The writer shows
how needful it is for the right understanding of Scripture that the
Bible reader should ask concerning its various passages. (1)" Were
the words spoken or written under the dispensation of the old
Covenant of works, or under the new Covenant of grace 1" (2)
" To whom were the words spoken or written 1" (3)" Under what
circumstances were they so spoken or written 1 "
By carefully making these inquiries and noting the conte".-t of
every text quoted, Bible readers would, under the Spirit's teaching,
be preserved from much erroneous teaching. The writer carefully
examines many passages of Scripture which at first sight present
difficulties to God's people. Amongst these he dilates on Ezek. xviii.,
"Ye will not come unto Me that ye might have life," "Work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling," and" Whosoever will,"
etc. He shows that the Epistles are addressed, not to the world,
but to the Church of God, and that the promises are given to the
saints. He deals helpfully with the invitations of the Gospel and with
the question of human responsibility. The pamphlet abounds in
Scripture proofs, and is, of course, distinctively true to the great
doctrines of grace. It is well worth reading. We are not surprised
that its forty pages are sold under cost price.

