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" \Yho comfortcth US In all our trlbula.t1on, tha.t we may be a.ble to comfort them whicl1 nre in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted ot God."-2 COlt 1, 4.

OUR COMPASSIONATE SAVIOUR.
" But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with comlJassion
on them, because they fainted, and were scattered alYroad, a,s
sheep having no shepherd."-MATT. ix. 36.

THE Old Testament Scriptures reveal GOD as a GOD "fttll of
compassion, and gracious" (Ps. lxxxvi. 15). Jeremiah exclaims:
" It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning" (Lam.
iii. 22, 23). It is not to be wondered at therefore to find in the
New Testament frequent references to the compassion of our
LORD JEsus CHRIST. Let us think of Him in this Family Portion
as our compassionate SAVIOUR. He is a High Priest Who can
feel sympathetically for His people. He was in all points tried
and tempted like as we are. He knows from experience the
sorrows and sufferings of His people, and His public ministry
proved Him to be full of compassion and pity.
1. He was moved with compasswn towards the shepherdless.
"When He saw the multitudes, He was moved 'I1Jith compassion
on them, because they fainted and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd." These shepherdless multitudes reminded
Him of the great multitude which no man can number which
are to be gathered into the heavenly garner in the fulness of time.
Looking down the ages there came into His view the whole
company of the redeemed, and as He thought of that vast company
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of His people, He said to His disciples: "The harvest truly is
plenteous." There is to be an abundant ingathering. From the
East and the West, from the North and the South, they shall
come. The redeemed are "out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation." During the course of this dispensation
they are being called and separated from the world through the
regenerating and sanctifying power of the SPIRIT and through the
preaching of the Word. "The harvest is the end of the age."
Then the saved shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their FATHER. Human instruments are, however, Divinely used
to this great end, but of these the LORD said: "The labourers are
few." The multitude of His sheep were scattered as sheep without
a shepherd. The number of those who cared for them was small.
Hence the LORD was moved with compassion.
He is still the same compassionate SAVIOUR. From the right
hand of the Majesty on high He still beholds the sheep whom His
FATHER gave to Him. Large numbers of them, even in professedly Christian England, are as sheep without a shepherd.
They are destitute of a Gospel ministry. Large numbers of towns
and villages contain some of CHRIST'S sheep who have no under
shepherds to feed the flock of GOD which He hath purchased
with His Own blood. Modernistic or Sacerdotal ministers occupy
the pulpits, with the result that: "The hungry sheep look up,
and are not fed."
The LORD, however, is Himself the great Shepherd of the sheep,
and in His Own way and by means of the Written Word, and other
printed testimony based on that Word, He feeds His flock and
displays His compassion towards them.
But His compassion is not confined to His sheep in our own
island home of England. Millions of His sheep are scattered
abroad in such great countries as China, Japan, India, Burma,
South America, and Africa. The sheep in these countries are all
written in the LAMB'S book of life. For them all He is concerned.
" Other sheep I have," He says, "which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice" (John x. 16).
In regard to these, too, He uses human instruments, and He says
to His disciples: "Pray ye therefore the LORD of the harvest,
that He will send forth labourers into His harvest." If we are
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in sympathy with the LoRD'S heart of compassion for His scattered
people, we shall often pray that GOD may raise up, eqwp, and
send forth men of godliness and truth to labour in His harvest
field. We shall desire that faithful men may go forth into all
the world to preach the pure Gospel of the grace of GOD with a
view to the ingathering of CHRIST'S sheep. We recently read a
book in which the writer declared that in one district in South
India, hundreds of villages only hear the Gospel " at the average
rate of one hour in five years." Yet the aim of the Church of
GOD should be to make known the Gospel adequately to every
creature. \¥hat a mercy that the LoRD JESUS has a heart of
compassion for all the sheep whom the FATHER hath given Him
in whatsoever part of the earth they may be found!
2. He was moved with compassion towards the sick and afflicted.
\¥hen He heard of the awful death of John the Baptist, "He
departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when
the people had heard thereof, they followed Him on foot out of
the cities." \¥hen therefore He went forth out of the ship He
saw "a great multitude" waiting for Him, and He "was moved
with compassion toward them, and He healed their sick" (Matt.
xiv. 13, 14). The sick and the afllicted drew out His' tender
compassion and sympathy, and He put forth His healing power
on their behalf. He has not altered in His character. He is
" the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
" He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
The benefits He bestows on His people are temporal as well
as spiritual. He forgiveth all their iniqwties, and He also healeth
all their diseases. He pities His people in their sicknesses, and
in response to their prayers He sanctifies the means employed
and restores them again to health. We were recently struck with
the Apostle Paul's concern for the bodily health of those around
him. He said to the distressed passengers on board ship: "\¥herefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health:
for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you"
(Acts xxvii. 34). The LORD cares for the health of His people.
He is compassionate towards them in their bodily sufferings.
He pitieth them that fear Him; for He knoweth their frame.
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But His compassion is more fully manifested towards those who
are sick with sin. When the question was asked: "Why eateth
your MASTER with publicans and sinners?" He said: "They that
be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick." They
that are sick with the disease of sin do indeed need a phy~ician,
and He is the great Physician for that malady. He alone has
the remedy whereby this disease may be healed. :Moved with
compassion for such He came down from heaven, and was wounded
for their transgressions and bruised for their iniquities. As a
result of His atoning death for His people they are eventually
able to say: "With His stripes we are healed." He was sent
by the FATHER to "heal the broken-hearted" (Luke iv. 18). A
broken and a contrite heart He will not despise. What encouragement is here for the broken-hearted and contrite sinner! "He
healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds"
(Ps. cxlvii. 3).
" See, in the SAVIOUR'S dying blood,
Life, health, and bliss abundant flow;
'Tis only this dear sacred flood
Can ease thy pain, and heal thy woe.
" Sin throws in vain its pointed dart,
For here a sovereign cure is found ;
A cordial for the fainting heart,
A balm for every painful wound."
(Anne Steele.)
A beautiful illustration of the LoRD'S compassion for the afflicted
is seen in the case of the leper. "There came a leper to Him,
beseeching Him, and kneeling down to Him, and saying unto
Him, If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." Here was an
earnest believing cry of one who longed for healing and cleansing.
How did the LORD treat this poor suppliant? "JESUS, moved
with compassion, put forth His hand, and touched him, and saith
unto him, I will; be thou clean. And as soon as He had spoken,
immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed "
(:Mark i. 40-42). Leprosy is a loathsome and a fatal disease. No
instance of a cure is recorded in the Bible except by Divine power.
Sin, too, is loathsome, fatal and incurable by human means.
But CHRIST'S blood" hath power sufficient to atone." The blood
of GOD'S dear SON cleanseth every believing soul from all sin.
The great Physician invites the weary, burdened, sin-sick .soul
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to come unto Him, and He promises rest, pardon, healing, and
peace to all who draw near unto Him.
3. He was moved with compassion towards the blind.
Two blind men cried out to Him for mercy, and He stood still
and called them. Then He said: ""What will ye that I shall
do unto you? They say unto Him, LORD, that our eyes may be
opened." What followed? " JESUS had compassion on them,
and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received
sight, and they followed Him" (Matt. xx. 30-34). Doubtless He
still has a tender regard and sympathy for any of His people who
are afflicted with bodily blindness. He often grants healing to
those whose eyesight is affected. There is, however, a spiritual
blindness. "The god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of
CHRIST, Who is the image of GOD, should shine unto them."
CHRIST came, however, " to give light to them that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, and to guide their feet into the way
of peace" (Luke i. 79). The FATHER sent Him to be "a light
of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the pri~oners
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison
house" (Isa. xlii. 6, 7). It is His office to recover sight to the,
spiritually blind. Hence it is that many who at one time were·
darkness are now light in the LORD. He calls and sends messengers
to be the instruments of opening blind eyes, and turning them
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto GOD. It.
is because of His compassion and tender mercy that many whowere in the darkness of sin and death are now "the children
of light, and the children of the day." Truly He has compassion
on those who are blinded by sin and Satan. " The LORD openeth
the eyes of the blind" (Ps. cxlvi. 8). What a mercy if, like John
Newton, we can sing:
" Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound !)
That saved a wretch like me !
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see."
4. He was moved with compassion towards the sad and the
sorrow~ng.

As He moved about from one village or town to another He
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was continually coming into contact with those whose hearts were
made sad by the sorrows which came into their experience. How
often, however, he filled hearts with joy by the compassion and
pity which He manifested towards them! He went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil. How
touching is the record of His compassion towards the widow of
Nain! "When He came nigh to the gate of the city, behold,
there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow." "And when the LORD saw her, He had
compassion on heir." And how did He show His compassion?
First, He spoke to her words of sympathy. He said unto her:
"Weep not." Then He "touched the bier, and they that bare
him stood still." And to the great amazement of all present He
spake to the dead man and said: "Young man, I say unto thee,
Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And
He delivered him to his mother." What comfort this wonderful
exhibition of His power brought to the heart of that mourning
widow! There is another kind of mourning. When the sinner
by the SPIRIT'S power is convinced of his sin, when he is made
aware of the plague of his own heart and of his exceeding sinfulness,
he becomes a spiritual mourner. What 'a mercy it is, under such
circumstances, that our LORD JESUS CHRIST was sent by the
FATHER, "to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." He does all this when He sweetly assures mourners in
Zion that their sins, which are many, are forgiven. Then when
they are assured that the fountain of His blood has cleansed them
from all their sins and secured for them peace and reconciliation
with GOD, joy of heart takes the place of mourning, and praise
takes the places of heaviness and sorrow.
Is this your experience, dear reader? Have you experienced
that everlasting consolation and good hope through grace which
are the blessed portion of all who mourn over their sins and who
trust in the precious blood of Him '¥ho died the Just for the
unjust? "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be COUlforted" (Matt. v. 4). In the parable of the prodigal son, we have
a picture of that Divine compassion which the FATHER shows
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to the mourning and returning sinner. "When he was yet a
great way off, his father saw him, and had cmnpassion, and ran
and fell on his neck, and kissed him." Truly He is a compassionate
GOD. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, we have a picture
of the compassion of CHRIST towards a poor lost, helpless, and
despised sinner. The man who fell among thieves was stripped,
wounded, and left half dead on the road. The priest and Levite
saw him, and passed by on the other side. "But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he
saw him, he had cmnpassion on him, and went to him, and bound
up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his
own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him"
(Luke x. 33, 34). Ah, our LORD JEsus CHRIST did not pass by
on the other side. He came down from heaven to the place where
we were. He saw us in our lost, ruined, and undone condition,
and He had compassion on us. That we might be quickened,
restored, healed, and saved He laid down His own life. He took
our place and died in our stead bearing the penalty of our sins,
that we who are the objects of eternal love and mercy might be
saved with an everlasting salvation.
"Plunged in a gulf of dark despair
We wretched sinners lay,
Without one cheerful beam of hope,
Or spark of glimmering day.
" With pitying eyes the PRINCF. OF GRACF.
Beheld our helpless grief,
He saw, and, 0 amazing love!
He ran to our relief."
(Watts.)
Yes, indeed, He is a compassionate SAVIOUR.
5. Lastly, He was moved with compassion towards the hungry.
On one occasion He said to His disciples, "I have compassion
on the multitude, because they continue with Me now three days,
and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting,
lest they faint in the way" (Matt. xv. 32).
Here was compassion for those who were literally in need of
food, and the LORD proceeded to feed this great multitude of four
thousand men, beside women and children. We may be sure from
this incident that the LORD is full of compassion and sympathy
towards any of His people whose cupboards are bare of food for

The Gospel Magazine

54
•

the body. Such an experience does not come to all His people,
but it does come to many. There are many of His poor saints
who live as people say" from hand to mouth." The great Apostle
to the Gentiles knew what it was to be "in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness" (2 Cor. xi. 27). It is
blessedly true, then, that our great High Priest looks with tender
compassion upon His people who "have nothing to eat," and,
as surely as He fed the four. thousand, so surely will He supply the
bodily wants of His needy people. "They that fear the LORD shall
want no good thing."
More important still is the LORD'S compassion on those who are
spiritually hungry. He says: "I am the Bread of Life: he that
cometh to Me shall never hunger; he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst" (John vi. 35). He is the Bread of GOD Who came
down from heaven. Out of compassion for His people He came
that He might supply their spiritual wants. "He satisfieth the
longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Ps.
cvii. 9).
"Blessed," He says, "are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matt. v. 6).
We have said enough to show that our LORD JESUS CHRIST is a
compassionate SAVIOUR. May we more and more rejoice in Him
as a SAVIOUR Who is really moved with compassion towards His
people in all their varied circumstances.
" But Thy compassions, LORD,
To endless years endure:
And children's children ever find
Thy words of promise sure."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Watts.)

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" I WANTED to take this opportunity of saying how much I have

appreciated the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and its stand for the whole truth
of the Gospel."-A B.G.M.S. Missionary in India.
" WHAT is earth, with all its attractions, compared with an interest
in the everlasting Covenant, and in the love and blood and righteousness
of the Lord, the Lamb 1 To know and to feel this will help us to
preach with unction and power."-The late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
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PRAYER AND THE WORD OF THE LORD.
" Finally, my brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may
have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you."2 TRESS. iii. 1.

WHEN the Apostle Paul wrote these words he was probably at
Corinth, lodging there with Aquila and Priscilla. On the Sabbath
days he reasoned in the synagogue, seeking to persuade the Jews.
and the Greeks. The Jews, however, opposed his testimony,
and railed at his message, and eventually he said to them: "Your
blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I
will go unto the Gentiles." He then held meetings in the house
of Justus, and here the Lord granted blessing on his testimony.
"Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord
with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized." These results would naturally increase the
opposition of the unbelieving Jews, but the Lord cheered the
Apostle by an encouraging and comforting message which He
spake to him in a night vision. "Be not afraid," He said, "but
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this
city." Thus encouraged, the Apostle "continued there a year
and six months, teaching the Word of God among them" (Acts
xviii. I-H).
From these fact£ we may see how apposite are the words which
head these Wayside Notes. Great blessing had attended the
preaching of the Word of the Lord at Thessalonica. The Apostle
desires similar blessing at Corinth. Hence he said to the ThessaIonian saints: "Pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may have
free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: and that we
may be delivered from unrea£onable and wicked men, for all men
have not faith."
1. What did the Apostle mean by "the Word of the Lord " ?
(1) We think he meant first that it is the Word which proceeds from
the Lord.
The Word of the Gospel is a Divine message. It is " the Gospel
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of God" (Rom. i. 1), i.e., the Gospel which comes from God. It
is a message from heaven communicated to men through the written
and inspired Word. When writing to the Thessalonians, the
Apostle claim~d this. He said: "For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God,
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but
as it is in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also
in you that believe" (1 Thess. ii. 13).
The Gospel, as it is revealed in Scripture, is no mere human
message. It is the word of the Lord. The mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it. It is a word which the Lord now speaks in His
Word, and it is therefore a word which claims our reverent
attention.
(2) It is a Word whose sulyject-matter is the Lord.
It is not only from the Lord, but about the Lord. The Lord
Jesus-His Person and His work-is its theme. It is "the Word
of the Cross" (see Greek of 1 Cor. i. 18).
Jesus Christ and Him crucified is therein set forth. It announces
His atoning and substitutionary death. It tells of redemption
by His blood. It speaks of His love and grace, His obedience unto
death, His once-for-all-offered and never-to-be-repeated sacrifice.
It speaks of His triumphant resurrection, His ascension into
heaven, His session at the right hand of His Father, and HiE return
in glory to fetch His redeemed ones to the place which He has
prepared for them.
It is "the Word of reconciliation." It tells us that we are
"reconciled to God by the death of His Son" (2 Cor. v. 19;
Rom. v. 10).
This Word about the Lord Jesus Christ is also ca lled " the Word
of His grace" (Acts xiv. 3; xx. 32). The infinite, boundless,
and sovereign grace of God is behind it. That grace brought the
salvation which is in the Lord Jesus Christ. That grace led Him
Who was rich to become poor for the sake of His people. That
grace saves the helpless and undone sinner, and finally brings
him to glory.
What a mercy also it is that it is " the Word of truth" (Ephes.
i. 13). We can rely upon it. It tells the awakened sinner that
God will in very deed welcome the sinner who trusts in the merits
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of Christ, and will blot out all his sins. "This is a faithful saying
(word), and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15).
" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more."
(3) It is a regenerating Word.
.It is the Word of the Lord which the Spirit of God makes use
of to bring about the regeneration of those who are dead in
trespasses and sins. This Word comes to them in power and in
the Holy Ghost, and thus brings about the marvellous change
called conversion. They are "born again, by the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Peter i. 23). How
important it is that this word should be preached, seeing that
the Holy Ghost hononrs His Own Word. The confession of
those who are regenerated by this Word is: "Of His Own will
begat He us with the Word of truth" (James i. 18). Salvation
is of the Lord, but He uses His Own Word as the means'of saving
His people. We were present at the great Valedictory Meeting of
B.C.M.S. Missionaries in the large Hall of the Church House, Westminster' on Sept. 18th last. One of the missionaries who was
going to China, describing his own experience, said: "He sent
from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters."
We could not help saying" Amen" to such a testimony.
(4) It is a sanctifying Word.
When it penetrates the heart and is applied in regenerating
power by the Holy Ghost it separates those who receive it from
the world around them. It cleanses away the false ideas which
are so prevalent in the unrenewed mind, and the regenerated
sinner becomes" clean through the Word" spoken to him (John
xv. 3). The Word has a pruning effect on the living branches of
the Vine. The more the believer meditates prayerfully on that
Word and seeks humbly to be wholly governed by all its teachings,
the more will unscriptural doctrines and worldly practices drop
out of his experience. Hence our Lord prayed: "Sanctify them
through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth" (John xvii. 17). The
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lives of God's people would be far more in harmony with their
high calling if the sanctifying Word of truth were more regularly,
meekly, and prayerfully read. It is they who tremble at the
Word who display more fully its sanctifying effects.
(5) It is a living and a powerful Word.
It is called" the Word of life" (Phi!. ii. 16), because it tells
of eternal life and is the means by which dead sinners are quickened
into life (1 Peter i. 23). The Gospel Word when it is accompanied
by the Spirit comes to the heart "in power and in the Holy
Ghost."
It convicts of sin. It humbles the sinner to the dust. It makes
him tremble before God. This Word is " the sword of the Spirit.'
It is the weapon which the Spirit uses to pierce and to cut the heart.
Thus it is powerful in the Spirit's hand to awaken, to quicken, to
regenerate, to convert. The Gospel seed is "the Word of God "
(Luke viii. 11). Because it is living and powerful we are bidden
to " preach the Word" (2 Tim. iv. 2). It is the Gospel which is
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
The best way to test the power of a sword is to use it. The best
way to test the power of "the sword of the Spirit" is to use it.
It needs to be used with increasing confidence in its power in the
hand of the omnipotent Spirit to convict and to convert sinners.
"My Word," saith Jehovah, "shall not return unto Me ,oid,
but it shall ~ccomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 11).
(6) It is an abiding Word.
"The Word of our God shall stand for ever." Jehoiakim lDay
cut the pages of the written Word ,vith a penknife and cast them
into the fire, but the fire cannot really consume the Word of God.
It cannot obliterate it from the Divine mind. It cannot prevent
that Word from being re-written and re-published. "The Word of
the Lord endureth for ever." It abides for the comfort of His
people and for the glory of His name. "Heaven and earth shall
pass away," said the incarnate Word, "but My Word shall not
pass away."
2. What should be our desire in refereme to this Word.
(1) We should desire that it may have free course. "Pray for
us," says the great Apostle, "that the Word of the Lord may
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have free course." The verb used by the Apostle means "to
run." Our desire should be that the Word of the Lord may be
rapidly propagated, that it may not be bound or hindered, but
may speed forth rapidly in all directions, bringing blessing in its
train. In his second Epistle to Timothy the Apostle Paul rejoiced
that though he was in bonds "the Word of God is not bound "
(2 Tim. ii. 9). Satan, we know, seeks to hinder the spread of the
Gospel. He catches away the seed sown in men's hearts lest
they should believe and be saved. He knows what a power the
Word of God is. In like manner men may use their influence to
prevent the spread of the Word of truth. We read that when
Sergius Paulus called for Barnabas and Saul and desired to hear
the Word of God, Elymas the sorcerer sought to turn the
deputy from the faith.
It should be the earnest desire of God's people that the Word
of God should have unhindered influence, that it should mightily
prevail, so that the number of God's elect may be accomplished
by its means. The world-wide circulation of the written Word
and the preaching of the Gospel of God's grace to every creature
should have a warm place in the hearts of all the children of
God.
(2) We should desire that the Word 01 God

sho~tld

be glorified.

We should desire that it should be honoured and magnified
by those who hear or read it, that its teachings should be welcomed
into the hearts of men and issue in their regeneration and sanctiiication. The Word of the Lord is glorified when it is used to
convert sinners and to bring about a mighty change in the lives
of those who come under its influence. It is glorified when those
who receive it walk in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Ghost. It is glorified when men are turned from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God, and
when the fruit of the Spirit abounds in their Jives. It is glorified
when both the writer and readers of this article honour and
welcome all its precious truths, and by Divine grace frame and
fashion their lives according to its holy precepts. The Gentiles
at Antioch,- in Pisidia, "glorified the Word of the Lord," which
Paul preached, "and as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed ". (Acts xiii. 48).

50

The Gospel Magazine

3. What should we do if we desire that the Word of the Lord rnay
run and be glorified?
We should give ourselves to prayer. We need to pray for those
who minister the Word. "Brethren," said the great Apostle,
" pray for us." He felt the need of the prayers of the Thessalonian
saints in reference to his own ministry of the Word, and that of
Silas and Timothy who were labouring with him at Corinth. He
knew that the Lord had said: "I have much people in this city."
That very assurance encouraged him to seek their prayers for
God's blessing on his ministry. All blessing comes from God.
Ministers can only sow the seed. It is God Who giveth the increase.
Even in the matter of sowing the seed how helpless we are in
ourselves! The rninisters of the Word need to be held up by the
prayers of the saints. Paul desired to open his mouth boldly to
make known the mystery of the Gospel. It requires courage to
stand and speak before men the Words of life. Preachers of the
Word should also pray themselves. Prayer and testimony should
always go together. So we read of the Apostles. They said:
" We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry
of the Word" (Acts vi. 4).
We need to pray in reference to those who oppose the Word.
" Pray for us," said the Apostle, "that we may be delivered from
unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith."
Do we desire the progress of God's kingdom, the propagation
of His truth, the welcome reception of His Gospel, the triumph
of His Word, and the fulfilment of His gracious purpose to gather
out a people for His name? Let us give ourselves to prayer that
the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified. Pray
for faithful witnesses at home. Pray for faithful witnesses abroad.
Pray for all truly Scriptural testimony whether written or spoken.
Pray that the Word may have a greater power in our own hearts
and lives, that not only may we hold the truth, but that it may
be manifest that the truth of God holds and influences us.
" Pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. v. 17).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thornas Houghton).
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'Jilgtlln Japer!,).
WELLSPRINGS.

" Unto the woman He said, I u'ill grmtly multiply thy smTOW and
thy conception,. in SON'OW thou shaU br-ing forth children,. and
thy des·ire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee."GEN. iii. 16.
" Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou?
. . . Jesus saith unto her, M ary. She tumed herself,. am.d sa.ith
unto Him, .Rabboni,. which is to say, Master."-JOHN xx. 15, 16.
HAVING the privilege of conducting a Bible Class recently, I was led
to invite the members' attention to two garden scenes, and the texts
quoted above, from the Old and New Testament Scriptures, will lead
our thoughts to the two gardens and the two women who were
addressed therein, Eve and Mary Magdalene. And oh, what a striking
contrast is the one garden to the other! In the first a man and woman
(our first parents) were put to keep it (Gen. ii. 15), and it was to be aaoccupation of perfect happiness. But we know how " sin crept in
and marred God's beautiful creation," and hard labour now takes the
place of occupation. The curse followed sin, and the man and the
woman were driven out. In the other garden, the Divine Man is
seen meeting the woman that was a sinner, as her Saviour and
Redeemer, having paid the just penalty of the law for her, which was
otherwise due to the sinner. Exiled from the first garden! Received
in the other! The law broken in the first, and in the other the Lawfulfiller stood before His pardoned and reconciled child. Driven out
from the first, having fallen from the Divine favour, whilst in the
other, the forgiven Mary heard the glorious words of union from the
lips of her Redeemer, "I ascend unto My Father and your Father,
unto My God and your God." In the first, the great mystery of
Redemption's love-work promised (iii. 15). In the other that mystery
of love fully accomplished, and the Lord of Resurrection Life makes
Himself known. In the first there were peace and communion and
deathlessness until the man and woman fell. Then there were labour,
sorrow, broken co=union, death, when animals were slain to afford
them a covering in their nakedness, and" a flaming sword which
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." Fire indicated the Presence of Jehovah in awful majest.y. No approach to
Him now! no face-to-face co=union and the Lord God walking in
t.he garden with the creatures He had made in His own likeness!
In the other garden there was a tomb; thrice sacred spot indeed.
Sin brought in deat.h. But now the flaming sword of Divine justice
has been swallowed up. Divine wrath is eternally and irrevocably
appeased, and an empty tomb reveals a Risen Christ, Who addre.sses
Himself to a much-forgiven sinner. Grace is richly magnified indeed!
The risen Jesus" appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He.
5
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had cast seven devils" (Mark xvi. 9). That word" first ," I am told,
is the same as " chief" in 1 Tim. i. 15, 16, " Sinners of whom I am
chief." And well was dear Mary feeling all this! She was conscious
{)f her great sinnership, and Jesus, her tender, loving, forgiving Saviour,
knew all that was in her heart, read all the sorrow of godly repentance
there, had put all her tears of contrition in His bottle, and knew how
she was feeling. She had been one of thl' women "looking on afar
{)ff" upon her crucified Lord. She was likewise one of the women
who" beheld where He was laid" (Mark xv. 40, 47), and she was
" very early" at the tOlllb " at the rising of the sun" with" sweet
spices that they might come and anoint Him." Much forgiven, she
loved much, and to her her Lord appears first, and thus satisfies
her longing soul.
Then again in the first garden a woman" hid" herself in her shame,
whilst we have been seeing how a woman manifested herself in all her
love and devotion in that garden near the city wall where they had.
"rucified Him.
Oh! beloved readers, when we contemplate that whilst we have
~ll been in the first garden under the fall of our first parents; how is
grace magnified in ns who can say we have been brought to know and
rejoice in the receiving as well as the exiling. In that first garden
was revealed God's call, the promise of God's Christ, and the necessity
{)f God's covering, all of which have been fulfilled by His well-beloved
Son, Who answered to all as Surety for His people. Now as plants
{)f His own right hand planting, He delighteth in them. God's garden
has many-hued and manifold plants. As John Bunyan says, "All
the flowers in God's garden are double; nay, they are not only double,
.but they are manifold flowers. There are many flowers upon one
stalk and many flowers in one flower. You shall think you have but
one mercy, but you shall find it a whole flock of mercies. Our Beloved
ls unto us a bundle of myrrh, a cluster of camphire."
Our Beloved comes into His garden, and when He hath called to
the north wind to awake and for the south wind to come, and blow
upon His garden, it is that He may" eat His pleasant fruits." He
is come into His garden, He says, to gather" My myrrh with My spice."
And His spouse in the Song says, " My beloved is gone down into His
garden, to the bed of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather
lilies." And her Beloved also goes" down into the garden of nuts to
see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished and
the pomegranate budded."
The spiritual trees of His right hand planting, even though it be
"in the wilderness," amidst briars and thorns, are: the cedar,
for grandeur, stateliness, and height; the shittah tree, denoting its
incorruptibility; the myrtle, for its fragrance and evergreenness; the
oil tree, for its unctuous grace; the fir tree, for its upright and aspiring
"haracteri.stics; the pine tree, for its fruit in winter; and the box, for
humilitv. Of all these, He declares, " And thou shalt be like a watered
garden: and like a spring of water, whose wateTs fail not." Such is
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His handiwork, and such is the result of the sowing in tears of the
great Husbandman. He truly saw" of the travail of His soul" and
was satisfied.
But another word concerning the garden of John's Gospel. At the
close of the class before alluded to, one of the members as we walked
away togetber remarked that she thought I was going to take" the
two voices" in these two gardens, as she remembered dear Mr. Ormiston
preaching from that subject many years since. And whilst it was yet
another proof of how the memory of the Lord's beloved servant is yet
cherished and" he being dead, yet speaketh," it conveyed to one the
sweet thought of what profundity rested in those two voices! The
voice of the Lord God in His Divine majesty and awfulness to fallen
man: "Adam, where art thou?" Where indeed? Hidden for
very shame, and seeking for such a poor hidin~-place as the trees of
the garden. Broken communion, fallen from Divine favour, and now
to hear the voice that was to speak the condemning judgment to drive
out the man from the spot which was so lately a hallowed, peaceful
garden of communion and fellowship with his Maker. But in the
other garden, the voice of Jesus, her Saviour and Redeemer, was the.
sweete,st sound that Mary Magdalene could ever hear. "Ma,.y"
Oh, the grace and tender love conveyed in the very tone of her Lord's
voice! No wonder she quickly turned herself about anrl said,
" Rabboni, Master."
li

'Vhen He called her by her name,

Then her griefs were all forgot,
For she found He was the same." (J. N owton.)
How changed at once the scene! How delightful the place became
to her in a moment! She was no longer mourning an empty tomb
and an absent Lord, but face to face, the sinner and her adorable
Saviour.
The beloved G. C. wrote sweetly and experimentally:11

Is .J esns here amidst these trees and flowers?
If He is not, then comfort there is none;

For what are calm retreats or shady bowers
Without His blessed arm to lean upon?
" Companion of my soul, yes, Thou art here,

I feel Thy presence and rej oice therein;
Nor need I drop the solitary tear;
For Thou art here, sweet converse to begin.

" Methinks I hear Thy gentle voice of love.
Speak on, dear Lord; let not my fears arise:
And as Thon comest from Thy throne above,
Tell me of joys and bliss beyond ',he skies."
And finally, wc must just briefly notice the word of our dear Redeemer
to Mary: "Go." It is very different from the word in Genesis: "So
He drove out the man." It is qillte different on Gospel ground. No
word of expulsion here, but the favoured Mary is charged with a
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Divine message to others, from her and their risen Lord. And I like
the thought that the cleansing from the guilt of sin having been effected
by contact with Jesus (for He sent none unhealed or uncleansed away,
who really sought Him), the word "Go," after the healing and
cleansing and forgiveness of sins, implies the walk, steps and service,
testimony and message.
Thus to the once devil-possessed man, but now healed, clothed and
in his right mind, who desired that he might remain with his Divine
Healer, Jesus" suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy
friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee,
and hath had compassion on thee" (Mark v. 19). And likewise to the
sick of the palsy when he was empowered to take up his bed and walk,
Jesus commands him to " Go thy way into thy house" (Mark n. 11),
where possibly it would be the most difficult sphere in which to testify
by lip and walk.
" Go thy way," He said also to the centurion, "and as thou hast
believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the
self-same hour" (Matt. viii. 13). Faith has ofttimes to take an absent
Lord on trust. We may often be called to walk in darkness, or sent into
a path of life where we see not a step before us, and away from Hi'"
Who turns every shadow of night into day, but we may trust our
Lord when He thus sends us forth and leave all the issues with Him
Who " in perfect wisdom, perfect love, is working for the best." And
as in the case in point, so soon as Mary had had her loved Lord restored
to her, for Whose death and empty tomb she had
" ... shed tears, a plenteous flood,
For her heart supplied her eyes "and would have held Him fast that she might never lose sight of Him
again, He sends her away. "Go to my brethren, and say unto them,
I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your
God" (John xx. 17).
What an honour for a woman and a much-forgiven sinner to be
thus put in trust to deliver such a message! It was a message of
love and comfort, joy and hope, which she was to convey. And as in
all the cases cited, so in our experience, the Lord has purposes of love
and mercy when He sends us forth from where we have so recently
enjoyed a season of refreshing and comfort, that in our life, walk, and
conversation we may declare what great things the Lord hath done
for us, and call upon those around us to magnify the Lord with us
and exalt His Name together.
Soon wilJ come the day when His children will no more hear the
word "Go," but that" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world," and will
" go no more out," but be eternally shut in with the Lord in the glory.
And all this, dear readers, because of the mercy, love, and grace of our
Jehovah-Jesus, Who spake the first promise of redemption in Eden,
whereby His banished ones in their sin and ruin might not be finally
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expelled from Him. Such are the riches of His grace, and we are
looking to spend a blissful eternity together in praising Him for it.
ForU

Majestic sweetness sits enthroned

Upon the Saviour's brow:
His bead with radiant glories crowned,
His lips with grace o'erflow.
" He saw me plunged in deep distress,

He flew to my relief:
For me He bore the shameful cross,
And carried all my grief.

" To Him I owe my life and breath,
And all the joys I have;
He makes me triumph over death,
He saves me from the grave.

" To heaveD, the place of His abode,
He brings my weary feet;

Sbo,,"s me the glories of my God,
Aud makes my joy complete.
" Since from His bounty I receive

Such proofs of love divine,
Had I a thousand hearts to give,
Lord, they should all be Thine."

R.
THE JOYFUL SOUND.
THE joyful sound of what 1 Of that free grace which it is the
business of God's ministers to proclaim, saying, " Peace, peace to him
that is far off and to him that is near." That joyful sound which
says, "·Ho, everyone" (without exception of time, or place, or person),
"Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters" of life, joy,
and salvation. But observe that even this is not a universal call.
God forbid that I should be misunderstood by any who hear me this
day. Do not imagine that I am hoisting the Arminian colours, and
hanging out the false Arminian flag. No, by no means. I suppose
there is hardly a more indefinite call, in all God's Word, than that
which I have quoted last. But then, take notice, it is addressed only
to those that thirst: i.e., to those who so far know the joyful sound
as to wish for an experimental participation of the blessings it proclaims. It would be frivolous to call them to the waters who do not
thirst. It would be ridiculous mockery, should we invite the dead
to sit down at table, and lay a plate and knife and fork before them,
and ask them why they will not eat 1 The plain fact is, they cannot
eat nor drink. They must be made alive ere they can have so much
as an appetite to either.-Toplady in his Semwn, "Good News from
Heaven. "
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THE WAY HOME.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" No man cometh unto the Father, but by il1e."-JoHN xiv. part of v. 6.
OUR subject this evening, dear friends, is-as announced-" The Way
Home," and we have turned to this verse to find it, words uttered by
the Lord Jesus Himself. "No man cometh unto the Father, but by
Me "-" the Way Home "-" No man cometh unto the Father, but
by Me." It is one of the most interesting facts connected with our
mother-tongue that we possess a word, a word full of pathos and
meaning, signifying Home. There are many languages under the sun
possessing no word answering to our English word Home. And it
perhaps suggests more to our minds than to many besides, for an English
home, provided it be a Christian home, is perhaps one of earth's ideal
homes. Home, therefore, to us is a very sacred word, a very pathetic
word. However we may advance in years the home of our childhood
will always be a sweet reflection; it will always touch our hearts.
Very precious to us in the memory of them are the incidents which to
us then were very great, though at the distance we now remember
them, comparatively small. We are all acquainted with that simple
hymn, "Home, sweet Home." I do not know if you are all aware
of the fact that the writer of that hymn was one named Payne. He
was himself a poor man, practically a homeless man. He used to
tell how as he walked the streets of London, homeless, he heard
that hymn sung in the homes of the wealthy. He died in a foreign
land and was buried in a foreign land-was buried at Tunis, and the
English chaplain at Tunis years ago, with the co-operation of friends,
raised a sum of money for a memorial and placed it in the English
Church at Tunis to commemorate the writer of that hymn, John Howard
Payne, and the inscription set upon that memorial was: "In memory
of John Howard Payne, author of the hymn, , Home, sweet Home,' "
and then these words were added, " and the Lord brought him Home."
And the Lord brought him home. He died a wayfarer, a stranger,
as I have said, in a foreign land-thence he went Home. The facts
are reliable and full of instruction for us, for they figure out the way
of God's people-all of them, spiritually speaking, as they journey
through this stranger land, this present world. God gives His children
no permanent abiding-place under the sun. He represents them in
His holy Word as "strangers and pilgrims" in the earth, strangers
first and then pilgrims, though often men, in quoting that passage,
invert the order and speak of" pilgrims and strangers." It is important
to observe the order because it is by our experience of the converting
grace of God that we become estranged from our former state, from
the world that lieth in the wicked one, separated unto God, and from
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that time onwards we are pilgrims; we enter then and thereby on a
journey from grace to glory, from earth to heaven, from things temporal
to things eternal, to the Father's Home of many mansions on high.
The Lord takes us Home. Of course we draw a great distinction
between a house and a home-a house and a home. 'When the census
is taken every ten years, all empty houses are taken account of and
tabulated, and the census also takes account of the homeless population
of our country. It is supposed that two thousand little children sleep
in the open every night in London, having no homes, no homes, no
dwelling-place, waifs and strays in the great city. And there are
tens of thousands of adults throughout the country who have no
houses to dwell in, and know little what English home-life is. These
are practically outcasts, and so, spiritually speaking, the people of God
are outcasts until the Lord takes pity on them, shows them pity and
by His grace converts them, and puts them into His fantily among
His sons and daughters. That experience, dear friends, answers to
some extent the preliminary question which I would put, namely,
what constitutes Home 1 And I say one of the essentials of home is
family relationship-family relationship. We may have in our houses
visitors, we may have in our houses domestic servants, but they are
not members of the family, and it is not home to them-but the bosom
of the family is home; not the house the family resides in-they may
leave that and go to another, or they may be expelled and have no .
earthly, no certain, dwelling-place-but the family composed as it
is, dear friends, of those who have been born into its bosom, all these
as they dwell together constitute home. Their sonship lies at the root
of the idea of home, parentage, and sonship. What a wonderful sonship that is which is the property of a sinner born again, born from
above. I found in my study this evening an interesting note which
I had long since written on the fly-leaf of my Bible on the subject of
sonship: "Such love! When the Danish missionaries stationed at
Malabar set some of their converts to translate a catechism in which
it was asserted that believers became the sons of God, one of the translators was so startled that he suddenly laid down his pen and exclaimed,
, It is too much-it is too much; let me rather render it, They shall be
perntitted to kiss His feet.''' Ab, dear friends, if you and I know what
it is to have been born again and truly to be constituted sons of God,
we shall feelingly, I think, drink into the spirit of that Indian convert.
When he attempted to translate the Bible expression, " sons of God,"
he shrank from rendering it into his own language, " rather let us take
the low place at the Redeemer's feet and esteem it our highest privilege
to kiss those blessed feet, and to bathe them with the tears of penitence
and gratitude." I say a family relationshIp lies at the root of our
English idea of Home. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God." "No man cometh unto the Father, but
by Me," and it is as the Spirit leads the sinner that the sinner comes
to Jesus; and all who are thus led by the Spirit come to Jesus, trust
in Jesus, see no beauty or hope either anywhere else than in Jesus ;
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these are the sons of God. They may be young as yet in their acquaintance with .Divine things; they may be, and for the most part must
be, unable to explain how it is that they come to know themselves
to be sinners, and how it was that they fled for refuge to the La,mb of
Ood, yet they come, grace constrains them, the Holy Spirit leads them,
the blessed Saviour bids them. Just as they are, without one plea,
but that His blood was shed for them and that He commands them
into His forgiving Presence, lo! they come, and thus enter into the
family. I am not dwelling for this moment upon the prevenient and
eternal purposes of God regarding these persons, I am just now dwelling
upon the experience of the blessed. These being born of God are
manifestly the children of God and enter into family relationship with
their heavenly Father.
But Home, whilst it essentially consists in birth relationship among
the people of God, maybe said further to represent a perfect union of
hearts. The Holy Ghost in-dwelling the hearts of believers in the
Lord Jesus will unite those hearts together in community of love.
Brotherly love continues in the Household of God, in the family of
faith. This is as God wills it that we should love one another. "Little
children, love one another," he that loveth is born of God. "God is
love," and to love His people is to manifest sonship in possession,
for the saints of God have no attractions to the natural hearts of men.
There is no loveliness in holiness as a sinner views it; it repels him,
it condemns him, it brings home to him his own unholiness, and therefore I say that the saints, the holy ones of God, will never present
attractions to the natural world. Hence where there is a union between
heart and heart on the ground of a common discipleship, on the ground
of a common interest in the merits, and blood, and righteousness of
Christ, there is evidence incontestible of an interest in the family of
God, there is Home.
But more than this, in the ideal home, the home of true hearts,
there will be a participation enjoyed of thought and confidence, an
interchange of c01ifidence. That which will not be breathed out of
doors will be breathed with confidence between one and another of
those loving members of one family. So it is in the Household of God.
His dear people as they journey along life's highway, strangers and
pilgrims in the earth, find a happiness and a joy unspeakable in communicating one to another their knowledge of the secret things of
God's love, the secret things of God's grace, the secret things of God's
great salvation. You may tell believers fairly well and accuratelythe condition, I mean, of their souls, their spiritual state-by this
test of fellowship one with another. When brethren are not walking
together or dwelling together in unity, then we fear, and have just reason
to fear, that there is something temporarily wrong. The Lord will
put it right presently, the Lord will put it right, but meanwhile it is
a matter to sorrow over, it is not as it should be. Brethren should
dwell together in unity, and by the love they owe to one another
should seek each other's welfare and advancement and prosperity,
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should build one another up on his most holy faith, and be helpers
of each other's joy. And His dear people have much fellowship in
theway of their occupations. It is interesting in a family that dwells
together in unity to hear the several members talking over their work,
their difficulties, the perils they have passed through as well as the
success with which they have met. So the Lord's people as they
journey along the highway Homeward are privileged to interchange
with one another what has been passing in their own experience, their
calling, their occupation in the Lord'll work, and they become advisers
and counsellors often one to another. One may be able to say: "Ah,
I experienced that long since," and may now be able to co=unicate
some little help, and thus the Lord is pleased that His people should
advise, comfort, encourage, and strengthen one another regarding the
work He has given them to do.
Then in the family there will be an interchange likewise of joys and
SOl'1'OWS; there will be, if one member suffer, something for all to
suffer; if one member rejoice it will make all happy. And so it is
in the Household and family of God; so He wills it, that we should
bear each other's burdens and so fulfil Christ's law of love, that we
should be able to enter into each other's sorrows and \vipe away each
other's tears, that we should be able to enter into each other's joys.
And then after any co=unicating of joy to others we ourselves are
not losers in this matter as in so many others, dear young friends.
" There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth," and, on the other hand,
"There is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty." It is not well for us to rejoice over our portion alone, and
we may probably lose something by hiding the blessing the Lord has
given us individually. Let us seek to share joy with brothers and
sisters and we shall find our own portion, if not increased, greatly
sweetened.
(To b. continued.)
"AS ALWAYS, SO NOW ALSO."
PmL. i. 20.
One eager hope, one passionate desire,
One grand, all-unifying aimAlbeit in doubt's dark night or pain's fierce fireLet me bring glory to His Name!
" Always "-not only when to heedless ears
The gracious Voice sounds close beside.
But through the slow unfolding of the years
Let J esllS Christ be magnified !
And since glib-tongued too lightly we aspire
In unconsidered prayer and vow,
Here in this hour, lest love's resolve should tire,
I pray, " As always, Lord, so now! "
Paoning,
F. HOUGlITON.
Szechwan, Ohina, Ohri'tma.', 1924.
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THE LEVITICAL OFFERINGS AND THE ATONEMENT.
A SERMON PREACHED ON TUESDAY, MAY 8TH, 1923, AT
GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, LONDON, AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UmON, BY THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK,
M.A., RD., INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
(SLIGHTLY ABBREVIATED.)
" And whatsoever man there be of the Muse of Israel, 01· of the strangers
that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood,. I will
even set My face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut
him off from among his people. Fo,. the life of the flesh is in the
blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement fO,. you,. souls,. fa,. it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul. The,.efore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul
of you shall eat blood, neither shall any strange,. that sojourneth
among you eat blood."-LEv. xvii. 10-12.
(Concluded fl"Om page 24.)
FOLLOWING those first seven chapters which deal with the sacrificial
work, there are three chapters which deal with the 'priesthood. In
chapters viii., ix., and x., we have the institution of the Levitical
priesthood, the consecration of Aaron and the sons of Aaron to the
work of the priesthood, reminding us that we need not only the sacrifice
for sin, but we need also a priest. Though our sins have all been
righteously and perfectly atoned for, the evil nature still remains
even in the regenerate, and we are exposed day by day to every
imaginable form of temptation; and therefore we need a priest, as
well as a sacrifice for our sins; a priest to help us, to intercede for
us, to take our matters into his care, to watch over us and keep us,
so that the righteous shall continue on their way. We need a priest
as well as a sacrifice, and, thank God, we have one. We have a
perfect Priest as well as a perfect Sacrifice in the Lord Jesus Christ.
"We have a great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, Who ever lifeth to make intercession for us." So that
our needs are fully met by Jehovah in the Person of His Son; a
perfect Sacrifice, a perfect Priest.
Then with chapter xi. we begin a new section of this hook, and
a very interesting section, dealing with the holiness of God's people;
the people for whom a great Sacrifice has been provided, a heavenly
Priest provided; they are required to be a holy people. So with
chapter xi. begins a long section on the subject of holiness. In that
chapter we have laid down the distinction between things clean and
things unclean; a very important distinction, and only such animals as
were clean were provided for food. God fenced the tables of His people
around, in order to keep them separate from the surrounding ungodly
and idolatrous nations, and thus indirectly to promote their holiness.
It was a wonderfnl method, a Divine method, and so answered its
purpose. By means of these strict dietary laws that God imposed
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upon His people, they were not able to exchange hospitality with the
Gentiles, because the Gentiles ate of the things that were forbidden
to them; so they were kept separate, and so long as the Jewish
people have observed and been obedient to that law of God, so long
have they been kept a separate people; they dwell alone and are
not mingled among the nations. I need scarcely stay to remind you
that these laws, these distinctions, are not now obligatory upon God's
people: they have been done away with in Christ and by Christ.
You remember how He made a certain pronouncement in Mark
vii. 19 (R.V.): "This He said making all meats clean." And St. Paul
asserts in chapter ii. of the Epistle to the Colossians, that all God's
people who were united with Christ in His death have been for ever
set free from these, what he calls" the rudiments of the world," which
may be summed up in that triple prohibition: "Touch not; taste
not; handle not." We have been set free from those. Yea, we
have been freed by the death of Christ from the bondage to the letter
of that law, though the principle underlying the letter of the law is
of perpetual obligation. In other words, the people of Israel were a
type of the whole family of grace, and as God called Israel of old to
be separate from the nations around, God calls His beloved people
to-day to be separate from an ungodly world. You cannot read the
Old Testament without hearing this call sounded out again and again:
"I beseech you, therefore, by the mercies of God, that ye be not
conformed to this world." Do not be like it. I beseech you, do not
be like this ungodly world. Then again, you remember how in
2 Cor. vi. 14, this Apostle says: "Be not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers"; and, "Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." One essential part of
pure and undefiled religion is that we keep ourselves-O beloved,
think of it-unspotted from the world, the ungodly world around us.
"Know ye not," saith James, "that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God ~ Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God." And his brother John says something similar:
" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." The
two things are mutually exclusive; you cannot have the love of
the world and the love of the Father; one or the other, but you
cannot have both. So the purpose of God, as revealed throughout
His blessed word in this Book of Leviticus, as well as elsewhere, is
that His people, provided with an infinite Sacrifice and with a heavenly
Priest, with all the provision that is necessary, shall be a separate
and holy people. I love to think that in the nineteenth chapter of this
very book, where it is written, " Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord your
God am holy," it is a Divine assurance, it is not merely a precept,
it is one of Jehovah's "shalls": "Ye shall be holy." We were
chosen before the foundation of the world that we should be holy.
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We were called effectually by the Holy Ghost unto holiness. We have
been laid under obligation that we shall be a holy people, for we have
a holy God. Yes, and God will see to it that every child of His is
holy. He will not purpose and fail to perform. He will purpose
and perform, and God begins the work of holiness in the new birth.
He imparts a holy nature. He begins the work. That is the true
foundation of all holiness; the new birth. Then He puts the Holy
Spirit within the heart. "He who sanctifieth Me and all the elect
people of God," is the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost can make all
the afllictions that come to the child of God means to this end, that
we may become partakers of God's holiness. Though the process now
may be gradual and slow, it will, by-and-by, be accelerated; when
we shall see Him we shall be like Him. God has purposed that we
shall be conformed to the image of His Son, and every child of God,
every true believer, will be conformed to the image of God's Son;
they through all eternity will be a holy people, a people who are like
God's beloved Son.
.
Then when you come on to chapter xvii., and come to our text,
you find a further prohibition. Here you notice': "And whatsoever
man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn
among you, that eateth any manner of blood, I will even set My
face against that soul." Not only were they not to pour it out in any
place or offer it to any strange god, they were not even to eat it. The
reason is given in the next verse, " For the life of the flesh is in the
blood. . . . It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."
Therefore, only two things might be done with it; it might be poured
out reverently on to the ground and covered with dust from the eyes
of man. That was required of the hunter. If he caught an animal
or a bird for food, he was arrested in the chase, and he must pour
out its blood reverently on the ground and cover with dust. He was
to be reminded day by day as he followed the chase, of the value
and preciousness which God set on the blood. Or, secondly, it might
be put upon the altar to make atonement for the soul. You know,
I suppose, that the word "to atone" means to cover, and the idea
is that the blood upon the altar covers the sins and the offences of
the offerer from the eyes of the holy God. It is covered with blood;
blood was designed of God to make a covering. Hence you remember
David utters that wonderful exclamation in Ps. xxxii.: "Blessed is
the man whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered." "He
that covereth his own sins shall not prosper," we read in Proverbs.
The man who seeks to cover his sins from God by any device of his
own, he shall have a bad time of it; but he whose sin is covered with
blood, the blood of God's beloved Son, thrice blessed is that man
whose sin is covered. And, beloved, all these definite and solemn
enactments in the Old Testament, by which God revealed to His
people in those far-off days the value that He attached to the blood,
what are they meant to do but to call attention all the way through to
the greatness and the preciollsness and the worthiness of the blood
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of His beloved Son 1 The blood of those dumb creatures shadows
forth in the most lively fashion the blood of Christ; not merely the
the blood of Jesus, it was not the blood merely of the human son
of the Virgin Mary-it was the blood of Christ; the Deity and humanity
were mysteriously joined together in the one Divine Person, and it
was the Deity that gave infinite value to the atoning blood of God's
beloved Son. Hence it is spoken of in Acts xx. as the blood of God:
" The church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood."
If you rob Christ, as men are attempting to do to-day, of His true
Deity, you will rob His blood of all its atoning efficacy and value.
The Unitarian who makes light of the Deity of Christ is bound logically
to make light of the atoning value of His blood. Years ago I heard
a Unitarian express in the strongest possible language his utter
abhorrence of any scheme of atonement made by blood. I was young
at the tiroe, but I can see his face now; I can see the look of scorn
on his face, his flashing eyes, and hear the words hiss through his
teeth as he declared that he had no use for the blood, it was of no
value to him. He was logically bound to do so when he failed to
recognize the Deity of Christ. I have heard this doctrine of atonement
by blood challenged, not by Unitarians merely, but by those who
profess and call themselves Christians. These attacks are no new
thing, they are as old as Christianity; the cross was an offence in
St. Paul's day; it is an offence to the moralist in these days. In
1 Cor. i. 18, St. Paul says: "The preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness." It was foolishness to the proud intellect
of the ancient Greeks; it is foolishness to-day to the proud intellect
of the modern professors. In a book recently issued by an American
professor, the very word foolish is used in regard to this doctrine.
I will give you the words: "It is foolish," says this wise man, "to
insist dogmatically on the principle that without shedding of blood
there is no remission in an age which has long ago abandoned the
conception of bloody sacrifices "-exactly what the Word of God
declares it would be to them that perish-foolishness; but unto us
which are saved, to us who have been led into the joy of the experience
of God's salvation and are experiencing the joy and power of it day
by day, to us who are being saved, the cross is the power of God. Oh,
what a power it exercises, what a revealing power; it reveals to us
the very heart of God. Was there ever love like that 1 We say
God is love. How can we prove it 1 We cannot go up to heaven
to find t out. No, there is no need to do that. Here we have it:
"God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us." Inscribed upon the cross we sec in shining
letters: "God is love." "In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent His only-begotten Son into the
world that we might live through Him." There is love!
"0

'tW&S

love, 'twas wondrous love,

The love of God to me:
That He should send His only Son,
To die on Oalvary."

•
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What a convlCting power there is in that love! It was said of the
MOl'avian missionaries, that when they first went to Greenland the
natives were so degraded and vile that they began to preach the
law to them, but the result was that they became more degraded.
T-hen they thought that they would change, and they would preach
Christ and the cross; and they began to preach Christ, and they
found the difference immediatelv. What the law cannot do, Christ
eau do, the crucified One, the noctrine of atonement by blood; it
has a convicting power, a revealing power, a drawing power: "I,
if I be lifted up, will draw all men," all sorts of men, all conditions of
men, " unto Me." Blessed be His Name, He is doing it, and He will
go on doing it until the Church of God is complete. It has a sanctifying
power: "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto
the world." It has a marvellously restraining power: "The love
of Christ constraineth us." Nothing constrains, nothing so pulls at
our' hearts and our souls as the crucified Son of God. The moralists
are welcome to their gospel. Give me "the old, old story of Jesns
and His love"; His love commended, manifested, and displayed at
the cro..<s of Calvary.

•

"A MAN "-" THE MAN."
THE recent gales and floods and storms in England, so far beyond
ability to prevent, so disastrous to life and property, lead the average
mind to ponder upon the question, " Where is safety 1" When the
storm-tossed billows rise like mountains, and the wind plays havoc
with gigantic ships; when streets and fields and houses are flooded
with torrential rains, and rising tides and swollen rivers rapidly submerge cattle-houses, hedges, trees, and bridges; when thunders
and lightnings occur in seasons least expected; when there is political
unrest and distrust all over the world, with earthquakes, cyclones,
and disturbances, surely sufferers must inqurre, " Where is safety 1 "
1925 has opened for many very sadly. Hence the query, "Where
is safety 1 "
The question forces itself almost with smiling serenity upon the
believer. He turns to the Word of God and reads the assurances of
the Lover of souls for whom Christ died, and in the inspired volume
he exclaims with the Psalmist: "Thy comforts delight my soul."
Dear reader, the beloved of the Lord looks away from all these
appalling circumstances in the world and calmly "looking off unto
Jesus," sees the solution of safety in Isaiah xxxji. 2:
A man," even
THE MAN Christ Jesus (1 Tirn. ii. 5). "A man (the Man) shall be as
an hiding place from the wind." The Lord knows the fears of His
people. He loves them, and though He displays His power, yet He
deals tenderly with them, a,:,d the assurances of His power comfort
them. When fears arise, " a man shall be as an hiding place." God
often sends His messages through men, and blessings through men.
H
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But cheering though they are, what are all good men compared with
THE MAN, Who is Himself the refuge and the hiding place. Our
life, spiritual life, is liable to storms. We have all passed through
them, mysterious hurricanes within and without, winds shaking everything in their path. There are tempests of spiritual distress on
account of sin always present, and on account, too, of the seeming
absence of the Lover of souls. Thank God we cannot do without
Him, and when we cry, " My Beloved hath withdrawn Himself," joy
vanishes. There are times of spiritual declension, and of deep SOlTOWS
which cannot be expressed to man, but God knows all about them.
The Man is our hiding place. We are" safe sheltered in His bleeding
SI'de. "
Let us, as Divinely taught by the Holy Spirit, look at a few of
this Man's characteristics. But before entering on this phase, do,
dear believer, note the sweetness of the fact that our hiding place is
not a king with his multitudes of guards, advisers, and in.fluential
men SUlTounding him, not a judge who has power to inflict hard
penalties, not a tyrant who loves to crush, not a universal ruler who
does not study individual cases but regards multitudes in the aggregate,
not a merely ordinary man, not a man of power, not any of these, but
our hiding place is "THE MAN, Christ Jesus."
And this Man is :1. A substitut,:onary man. "He was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities." .only a man who was the Man
could avail for man, and so God sent His Son W'ho was equal WIth
Himself to be born of woman, thus "taking of the manhood into
God." As man He fulfilled the law without sin. He was perfect
man and He incorporated all believers as one in Himself. He was
made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we should be made the ,··ighteousness of God in Him. "By the obedience of One shall many be made
righteous." The God man put Himself in the place of man. Thus
sin was imputed to Him and justice satisfied.
2. He is a representative man. By His taking our nature He beeame
our representative. "I in them." Thus we appeal' in His Person,
and He represents our persons perfect in His comeliness which He
Himself has put upon us. Therefore shall we" Stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not onr own,"

3. He is an everlasting man. Every human being is mortal, death
has passed upon all, for all have sinned. All pass away, the world
knows them no more. Even Methuselah, who lived nine hundred and
sixty-nine years, had the record, "and he died." Our most in.fluential
and most dear friends die. But this Man eve'r liveth. "I am He
that liveth ... behold I am alive for evermore," and" Because I live
ye shall live also." We know our Substitute and our Representative
wi!! never fail us, for He ever liveth and He ever loveth.
He will never fail us, He will not forsake,
11

His eternal Covenant He will never break."
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4. He is an interceding man. He obtained eternal redemption for
us. He pleads His Blood and Sacrifice for our sins, the Blood of
sprinkling, which speaketh better things than that of Abe!. "This
Man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.
Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."
And He, unlike the high priests of the law, "needeth not daily to
offer up sacrifice, first for His own sins, and then for the people's:
for this He did once, when He offered up Himself." He is " consecrated for evermore." Again," This Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God ... For
by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
So, dear child of God, He "is able to keep you from falling and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy."
Thus we find that this Man, THE MAN Christ Jesus, " shall be as a
hiding place from the wind." Some of us have known the utter futility
of trying to stand or walk or protect ourselves from the wind. We fly
to shelter from it. What about the winds of the soul 1 For there
are many influences around blowing this way, blowing that way, but,
dear Christ-loved one, the fierce wind of tribulation, or errors which
are seemingly closing in on every side (but they will not succeed),
cannot blow thee away. So be of good courage. Hidden in the
Saviour nothing can harm thee.
11

The trumpet's awful voice was heard,
o Christ, it broke on Thee;

Thy open bosom was my ward,
It braved the storm for ",e ;

Thy form was scarred, Thy visage marred,
Now cloudless peace Jor me."

" Thou art my hiding place" (Ps. cxix. 114). "I flee unto Thee
to hide me" (Ps. cxliii. 9).
Again, " A Man shall be . . . a covert from the tempest." You
and I know the tempest of the soul. We realize the buffetings of sin,
sin so impregnated, sin so dangled in the soul's sight by the great
enemy of souls that we see not the gracious form of the Friend of
sinners. For Satan wants us to lose sight of Him, to lose remembrance
of the blood that cleanseth, to forget Him Who took all sin away,
" nailing it to His cross" (Co!' ii. 14). "Fear not, little flock." THE
MAN shall be a covert from the tempest. "Thou hast covered all
my sin." "The Lord shall cover him all the day long." The fiery
darts of the enemy, the raging of the tempest, cannot hurt thee. "I
have covered thee in the shadow of Mine hand," the dear pierced
Hand that bled for thee. "He hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness." "Blessed is he . . . whose sin is covered."
Also" a man shall be . . . as rivers of water in a dry place." This
is refreshment. When summer heat comes and vegetation is dying
for lack of water and all nature is parched and dry, how we rejoice
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to see water! Much more in grace. Earthly streams run dry; earthly
joys are unsatisfying. When once we have tasted the rapture of
forgiving love, we want" only Christ and naught beside." Nothing
else will satisfy or comfort. "My soul thirswth for Thee," said David,
and one of the sweetest clauses in the Shepherd Psalm is, "He leadeth
me beside the still waters." 'rhere are droughts in the life of the
believer, very dry places in this ruined, rebellious world which does
not know Him, does not love Him, does not care for Him, nay, even
scorns and opposes. These are more than dry to the believerthey are a wilderness of terror. But the pleasant places are dry where
He is not, dry because His refreshing is not in them. "From the
best bliss that earth imparts we turn unfilled to Him again." Therc
is nothing precious but Him.
Lastly this Man shall be as "the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land." How lovingly our Lord uses metaphors concerning Himself
and His people! We can picture a weary land, dreary life, dreary
surroundings, dreary so-called pleasures, dreary with the fever heat
of excitement. The world is weary to-day, "a weary land," but
suddenly a great Rock gives its cooling, healing shade. Do note the
expression "great." The Lord is great in all His works, a rock not
only of strength but of size. Beneath a great rock is a wide shade.
The over-heated, tired refugee is not confined to one little space in
which he has to cramp himself to be in the shadow. He can move
with freedom under a great rock. We have a great God of great
mercies, of great glory, and of great goodness. He is a Great Saviour
for great sinners. Great is His salvation, His faithfulness, and His
love.
" H.ock of ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee."
The result of all: "The desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose" when THE MAN appears in it. Even now the dry places in
the soul are made places of joy. Just a little word from Him rejoices
the. heart. Just a little smile from Him beautifies all around. But
when He· comes, as He will do before long, for His thirsting, longing
people, what ,vill it be then! What will it be when the wind and
tempest cease, when the dry place is refreshing water, when the weary
land is at rest and THE ]\fAN Who knows the fears, the weariness, the
thirst, the sins, yet loves and saves, bursts upon our longing sight_
Be of good cheer. He is coming, coming soon. Then the rapture,
the joy, the unsinning service, the smile, and the Feast for ever evermore.

NETTlE.

God's lwly day desecrated. A man in a neighbouring village said
to us in the course of a conversation: "I know people who wash and
iron their blouses on Sunday morning and go to Church in them on
Sunday evening. I call that high-pocrisy."
'.
6
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FAITH-HEALING MISSIONS.
'THERE has been considerable correspondence in the newspapers
respecting JI'lr. Hickson's faith-healing mission at Bradford, and its
,alleged results. In this, physicians, Romish priests, and, others have
taken part. On the whole, so far as we have seen, the tone of the
letters has been polite and respectful, but none the less have the
objections to such missions been freely and forcibly stated. The
difficulty of the case is real and undeniable. There is doubt, for
example, as to the reality and permanence of some of the" cures,"
and there is a serious question as to whether they are essentially
-different from those which have been produced by what are called
natural means without the intervention of any supernatural cause.
In otber words, it is stated that tbere are therapeutic agencies in
existence, which, without any claim to special Divine intervention,
can display acbievements similar to those of Mr. Hickson's missions.
But the matter does not end there. Encouragement has evidently
been given to unbelievers by the scanty and seemingly capricious
character of the results as compared with the professi""s of the
missioner and his friends. Tbese things cannot be brushed aside as
if they were of no consequence. "By their fruits ye shall know
them" is an authoritative test, and in this instance there ought t<l
be fruits corresponding to the claims. Mr. Hickson passes rapidly
from place to place, he witnesses the momentary excitement, but it
might make a difference if he bad to remain in one district and contemplate the permanent issues of his work.
While touching upon this subject we would refer to what is often
said about the "gift of healing." Appeal is made to I Cor. xii.,
and it is said that the gift was originally given to members of the
Christian Church, and that we have no reason to suppose that it
was ever withdrawn. The failure, they say, has been on the part
of those who ceased to claim it, and they add that it should now be
re-asserted. They seem to forget that it is only one of several bestowed
upon the primitive Christians. "Working of miracles," "prophecy,"
" discerning of spirits," "kinds of tongues," and the" interpretation
of tongues," all were granted by the Holy Spirit to several members
of the Church, as well as the gift of healing. Is it not right to hold
that these special manifestations were withdrawn when they had
.accomplished the purpose for which they were given, but that the
great and abiding blessings of the Holy Spirit have never failed 1
.Certainly this seems to be consistent with the actual course of events
in which the Hand of God may be traced. True believers will always
rejoice to know that their bodies as well as their souls are in their
Heavenly Father's keeping, and that they can bring tbe needs of
themselves and others to Him in prayer, assured of a gracious hearing
and of tbe wisest answer. But their faith is not lacking in reality
or intensity if they see hindrance rather tban help to the cause of
ge.nuine religion in missions such as those wbicb Mr. Hickson carries
ou.
(The English Chul·chman. Oct. 30th, 1924.)
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY IN BRISTOL.
"THEY [the blessed dead] rest from their labours and their works
do follow them" was the truth enforced upon the writer's mind, as
she thought of that little group in the house in Pear Street, where
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was founded after much prayer
and waiting upon the Lord in 1807, and of those whose subsequent
labours in connection therewith had endeared them to the household of God, and who had now completed the work assigned them
and had entered into their eternal rest, and left us the privilege of
carrying on the labours so dear to their hearts, until we, too, shall
join them in the heavenly Land. The name of the late beloved and
very highly esteemed Secretary, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, is still spoken
of in tender tones. Oh! how diligently and unsparingly he laboured
in and out of season! How readily he went forward in his adorable
Master's happy service those fifty-three years, and how greatly did
the Lord honour his faithful servant's unflinching testimony and strict
adherence to the truth for which in all its ramifications the A.P.F.S.
stands! What a loving interest, and what gracious and grateful
acknowledgement and courteous encouragement he gave to all, including the little band of workers who sought to strengthen his hands
from Bristol and send up a few pounds for his "Pilgrims." This
branch, like the commencement of the work 117 years ago, had its
very small beginnings in the room of a private dwelling-house. It
was but a small sprig which was planted in 1914 and the sum of £18
realized in an hour and a half's sale! But such was the zeal and love
of the dear friends who then came forward to help the impotent, in
those days of " small things," and they have continued in their love
and fidelity, so that, to-day, they have the joy of standing by a wellestablished and flourishing "Branch" at St. Mary-Ie-Port, kindly
and generously taken over by the Rector and lI'Irs. Day, and are a
living testimony to the blessing of the Lord upon all their efforts.
These ten years has a titled Lady graciously spared the time from
her many claims to stand by us annually and show her Christian
sympathy with the work. Friends from a distance, too, lovingly
strengthen our hands with spontaneous interest, for whilst they have
not been asked to help, they greatly eneourage by sending. Thus,
one dear reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who read the account of
the first Sale in 1914 which appeared in its pages, sends some dainty
work of her own annually and pretty well manages for it to arrive
on the very day of the Sale. Another aged saint puts in her stitchery
and prayers for a blessing. A godly eouple in the north remember
how once their dear son, an invalided soldier, took a part, and a very
helpful one, in the Sale, and they continue to send most generously
year by year in grateful aeknowledgement. One of our dear members
finds it a joyous labour of love, and so zealous is she that as soon as one
Sale is over, she co=ences working for the next, nor does her zeal
abate through all the intervening months. Another tells how she
has been able to work and " trade" and thereby add to her small
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beginnings until quite a handsome sum is handed in to the Rector.
Yes, each one is moved to help and do her part and is privileged to
hear her Lord's" Inasmuch "-Who careth greatly for His poor and
affiicted and aged ones.
" For Thou hast needy brethren here,
Partakers of Thy grace,
Aud wilt confess their humble names
Before Thy Father's face.
" In them thou may'st be clothed and fed,
And visited and cheered;
And in their accents of distress
H

Our Saviour's Voice is beard.
Thy Face with reverence and with love

We in Thy poor would see;
For whilst we minister to them,

We do it, Lord, to Thee."

(Dod,d1'idge.)

That was the hymn sung and which so suited the occasion when,
on Nov. 12th, the foundation stones were laid for the new Homes
of the A.P.F.S. at Tunbridge Wells. Who can tell, dear readers,
but that some day Bristol will see the founding of a Home likewise!
Meanwhile, another successful Sale of Work is over, and our esteemed
Rector and Mrs. Day, who have so kindly taken over the work, must
indeed be gratified and encouraged at the wonderful results, considering our small circle and limited congregation. The takings were
£104, and when we were privileged the joy of handing over the
additional and wonderful donation of £52 12s., the loving gift of t,vo
beloved friends who are already largely and generously connected
with the Society and to whom all our fellow-workers teuder their
most grateful thanks, it was the language of our hearts, " What hath
God wrought." "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but nnto Thy
Name give glory."
Beloved reader, the great Head of His Church has watched over
the A.P.F.S. since its foundation, and to-day His smile of approval
and blessing still rests upon it, as He reminds us how "the poor ye
have always with you" and how our sacred privilege is: "As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith."

R.
THE WEAK THINGS HATH GOD CHOSEN.
IN an old" free grace" magazine of distant date (whether a GOSPEL
MAGAZINE or other I do not know, and it was about fifty years ago)
there appeared an article on Gideon's three hundred men. The
writer, spiritualizing the attitnde and actions of those who were
destined to share Israel's victory, said that God's trne servants and
soldiers were brought down in self-estimation, and from their low
place were given to drink copiously of the full and rnnning river of

.
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God's love and of His free salvation. The others, so the writer said,
were not brought down from their native sufficiency, but were left
to maintain their integrity, and to believe that it was by their own
hand of faith, stretched out to Christ, that they were saved and chosen
to be followers of the anti-typical Gideon. And so the piece appeared,
and we may reasonably suppose that there were readers who, following the application, hoped to be amongst the few who are made low
and are supplied out of the abundance of the streams of God. But
we may reasonably suppose also that some very dear friend would
suggest that the passage of Scripture should have been read more
carefully, before it was so explained. The three hundred stood and
lapped the water out of their hands-it was the rejected majority
who stooped and drank immediately and largely. And at this juncture
who can help sympathizing with the writer 1 He (or she) would be
"much cast down in his own eyes." And would expect a corresponding drop in the eyes of others, unless indeed he numbered as
friends those only who, taught by the Holy Spirit, knew that they
had nothing, whether in ·being or in doing, that they did not receive
of Him Who could truthfully with the blessed Psalmist say that
the sorrows and calamities of the righteoJ?s woke their prayers and
not their rejoicings. It might be said that it was no very great
matter, that no spiritual truth or principle was involved, that wrong
impressions are very easily received, and that no conclusion out of
harmony with living, godly experience was evolved. But still it
remained. It was not a great thing, but the Lord does not need
great things as means to pull up His children, to check their everappearing pride, self-confidence, or worldliness. Any providence,
however trivial it may seem, will do, as any agency in the working
of His miracles did when He was here. How gentle are His reminders,
how gentle His reproofs to bring His people back to His feet! How
tenderly He expostulated by His servant Jeremiah, even as with His
lips He taught and corrected His followers in Galilee! It needs only
the power of the Spirit of God to bring them to His footstool, His
light on some random word or action or thought said or done before
they meant it, to show them their iniquity and unworthiness. Paul
" had not known sin unless the law had said, Thou shalt not covet."
In some thought of his heart God showed him a ruin where men would
scarcely see a flaw. So Toplady saw: "False to Thee, like Peter,
I would fain like Peter weep." But no oath or curse ever passed
his lips. No one would have dreamt of charging him with denyin~
Christ. But he knew what he was saying. A disparaging word about
some saint of God would do it, a word that would not have been
spoken if the gold ring of James had been in evidence, some impatience
at the narrowness of the way, some murmuring, ingratitude. And
even Toplady could not command contrition. He was helpless, and
must be hopeless, if it were not that with the Lord is forgiveness, if
God had not exalted Jesus to give repentance and remission of sin.
The tender Apostle said: "Beloved, think it not strange concerning
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the fiery trial that is to try you." It is the exception for the fire
to be fierce; for the Lord knows what His people are made of. It
is the rule for Him to sit, having long patience, while He makes His
work perfect. May we be delivered, even though we suffer loss, from
impatience under the restrainings of His hand; for we, if we ever
behold the Lamb of God, will have to confess that His gentleness
has made us great.
FOLLOWER-ON.

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. "-EXOD. xx. 8.
IN the fourth of the ten commandments of the Moral Law, we are
called upon to remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. The
Sabbath was instituted by God at the close of His Creation Work
(Gen. n. 3), and therefore, in His law, tabulated by Moses, the people
of God were called upon to remember it, and to keep it holy. The
observance of a Sabbath, of one rest day in seven, is a standing testimony to the truth of the Holy Scriptures. In Old Testament times
before Christ, it witnessed to God's creation work; and in Christendom,
" the Lord's Day" testifies to the fact of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ from the dead. "The Sabbath was made for man." All
living things require a period of rest, and experience has demonstrated
the need for human beings of one day's rest in seven. Without it,
vitality is weakened and life shortened. "The Sabbath was made for
man," but, as the Scotch catechism says, " The chief end of man is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever," and the man who does not
keep the Sabbath holy, using it for the worship of God, for prayer
and praise, the hearing and reading of His Word, and looks upon it
merely as a day of physical rest, misses the main purpose for which
it was appointed. Truly, those who keep it holy, and enter into its
spiritual enjoyments, find it to be a little foretaste of heaven. So did
that man of God, Philip Henry, who would often say, on a Sunday
evening, "Well, if this be not heaven it must be the way to it."
The eminent English judge and jurist, Sir Matthew Hale (17th
century), wrote of Sabbath observance :" A Sabbath well spent
Brings a week of content,
And health for the toils of the morrow;
But a Sabbath profaned,
Whatsoe'er may be gained,
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow,"

Many who have profaned the Sabbath have found that true. They
have done it for the sake of gain, but the money so obtained has been
" put into a bag ,vith holes," or if this has not been the case, oftentimes
troubles, sickness, losses of various kinds, have followed. For God has
said, " Them that honour 1I1e, I will honour, and they that despise Me
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shall be lightly esteemed"; and again, " The blessing of the Lord it
maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it."
How many readers of this sermonette have pondered the thought
that Sabbath days comprise a seventh part of our days and so a seventh
part of our lives! If a man lives to be 70 years of age he has lived
through some 3640 Sabbath Days, or ten years of Sabbaths!
How have they been spent! And if the Sabbath is part of the
moral law, as it is; and if that law requires that we should love God
with all our hearts, as it does; and as it is impossible that we should
love God, and at the same time wilfully and continually break one
of His commandments, will not those who do so be subject to the
righteous judgment of God!
God's law also requires that a man should love his neighbour as
himself. Can the transgressor of the Sabbath law do this, when, often-·
times, he not only deprives others of their day of rest, but also by his
bad example leads others to transgress!

WAR AGAINST RELIGION.
this head the Daily Telegraph for Dec. 27th last, in its leading
article, says:The Christian world, irrespective of national boundaries or differences of doctrinal teaching, is beginning to realize that it is confronted·
with an aggressive movement to stamp out not merely the Christian
religion, but all religions. Sir Martin Conway, M.P., in the two
articles which he has contributed to this journal this week, has shown
the blight which has fallen upon the great cities of Russia under
Communist rule. But that is only one side of the sad picture. The
soul of Russia, as well as the body politic, is being tortured. As
Professor Sergius Bulgakov, the distinguished Russian scholar, made
clear in his lecture at King's College, which was reported in our columns
the other day, Communism as practised in Russia is not merely a
matter of economics. "Its main principle," he asserts, " is the denial
of the Deity," and thus it is in antagonism to every organized religion
of the West, as of the East. The Christian Churches, in particular,
with their uplifting faith, have always been missionary bodies, sending
their agents out into " all the world to preach the Gospel," in obedience to the Divine ordinance. But Atheism has now also become,
u'uder the influence of the Soviet regime in Russia, a missionary.
movement, with its ramifications in practically every land. We have
been familiar in the past wi~h Atheism as a mere denial on the part
of individuals of the existence of God; its adherents have, as a rule,
been content to leave others to hold whatever views on this supreme
issue they liked, so long as they, as Atheists, were not persecuted:
for their want of belief. The Atheism of Communism is of quite
another kind. It is engaged in a campaign against any and every
UNDER
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form of religion which draws its inspiration from the conception that
there is a Supreme Being. Their declaration is that man has no
soul or spirit, but is merely organized matter or common clay. His
only concern, it is urged, is with the present, because there is no
hereafter, and all the past has been a gigantic mistake. The present
is all that matters, and therefore men are counselled to ignore all
moral promptings and" wage incessant war with other classes in their
own interest," at any cost of human life. Religion is accounted a
pernicious superstition, because it hinders the triumph of Communism,
which is the creed of materialism in its crudest and cruellest form.
The aim of these Atheists is to raise a new nation not only with no
positive religion, but dominated by the conviction that there is no
God, and that those who believe that there is a God are their sworn
enemies. Extraordinary measures are being adopted to pervert the
children. We are told that not only must religion not be taught to
young people under 18, but every effort is made in the schools to
indoctrinate children with disbelief in the existence of God.
In reference to the same subject the English Churchman for Jan. 1st
says :Professor Bulgakov, a distinguished Russian scholar, recently
delivered a lecture on Bolshevism at King's College. His description
of its principles and methods was sufficiently appalling to make the
people of this country dread its introduction here in any shape whatever. According to him, its fundamental tenets are that there is
no God, and that the idea of God was invented by the priests; that
man is merely organized matter having no responsible spirit or
immortal life; that the proletariat, so-called, must wage war upon
all other classes of society, and not shrink from the use of every kind
of violence in so doing; and, in fact, that the great mission of Communism is to "set men free" from belief in God and all the restraints
which that belief entails. The lecturer further pointed out that under
the present regime in Russia the religious education of children is
not only forbidden, but they are even taught in the public schools
the doctrines of Atheism. All training colleges and academies, which
were previously maintained under religious influence, have been
closed, and young people have no opportunity of receiving any instruction except that which is anti-religious. The printing of books, too,
is a Government monopoly and carried out under Soviet censorship,
so that the publications issued only reflect Bolshevist principles.
All others are banned. It is a terrible picture, and one of its saddest
features is that it displays the nemesis of the false Christianity which
prevailed in Russia before official Athei~m took its place. It is the
awful reaction against the ignorance, idolatry, and puerile superstition
which held the Russian people in bondage in the days of the Tsars.
The sacrifice of the Mass, the worship of ikons and relics, the pagan
monasticism and the conglomeration of heathen customs and observances of the old State Religion prepared the way for the reckless
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infidelity that· now reigns in its stead. Surely the work of those who
are striving to bring back to the Church of England the paganized
sacerdotalism from which the Reformation delivered it is worse than
folly; it is deliberate wickedness, defying alike the teaching of experience and of the inspired Word of God.

THE KING'S COMMISSION.
WHEREIN is it stated in God's Word that it is one of the functions of
the Holy Spirit to equip believers for the office of entertainers of
unsaved siuners; Where does our Lord say to His apostles: "Preach
the Word in season; and when out of season get up a worldly entertainment ~" Where do we read any instructions to preach to the serious,
pray with the penitent, dance with the frivolous, and play with the
careless ~
Indeed, we read that the apostles" gave themselves continually to
prayer and the ministry of the Word." There is no hint in Scripture
that when they encountered people with no relish for the things of
God, they changed their programme, and gave them an entertainment
instead.
Would our Lord have had occasion to make the sad complaint:
" Will ye also go away ~" had He given to the people ecclesiastical
jam-puffery, mstead of the strong, wholesome bread of life l-The Bible
Call.

<!!orresponllenCl.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Through God's mercy we ha,ve been brought to
another year, and we desire, if possible, to labour on more than ever,
ill spreading the truth of God among our soldiers and sailors. Many
doors of usefulness are open to the book mission but we need the
help of fresh supporters to the funds to enable us to press forward.
A missionary to sailors writes: "Many sincere thanks for the parcel
of literature received from you this morning. They are just what
we are always in need of, and shall have prayerful distribution amoug
the seamen coming in and out of this port, and because God has
promised His word shall not return to Him void we can expect fruit
from this seed sown." It is impossible to estimate the influence
emanating from a work of this kind in sowing beside all waters.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
21, Firjield St,·eet,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totte'rdown, Bristol. January 1st, 1925.
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~age.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.
IT is not always the grown-ups who ask important questions. I
was visiting in a country cottage the other day. The woman with
whom I was talking is the mother of two little girls, the elder of whom,
named Phyllis, will be five years old next May. Two girls somewhat
related to the family were invited to tea that afternoon. They are
usually asked during the Christmas holidays. The mother said to
me: "What do you think Phyllis said when she came home from
school this morning 1 She said, ' Aren't you going to have a fire in
the front room 1 '" The mother sa.id: "No! I won't bother. There
are only two." Phyllis, however, remarked: "It would be better
to be in the front room," and I felt some sympathy with her in her
desire. Perhaps you say that was not an important question, but
it evidently made an impression on the mother's mind.
But now I must tell you of a question of which I heard, which is
important, though it implies much more than the dear little boy who
asked it meant by it. His elder brother had gone to a post at
Jerusalem, and his first most interesting letter was being read aloud,
when the little boy asked: "Has he seen Jesus yet 1" No doubt
you smile at the simplicity and lack of knowledge which mark the
question which came from the little lips, but is it not sweet, and is it
not important 1
This is just what I want to know of you, my dear young readers.
Have you seen Jesus yet 1
Three times in the life of our Lord we read of those who desired to
see Jesus.
First, we think of King Herod (Luke ix. 7-9). He got his desire,
but under awful circumstances. You will remember that the Lord
Jesus was sent to him by Pilate on the day of his crucifixion, and
we read of Herod and his men of war mocking the Saviour. Does it
not remind us of "every eye shall see Him, and they also which
pierced Him " 1
Now let us think of some Greeks who on one occasion went to Philip,
one of the Lord's apostles, and said: "Sir, we would see Jesus."
We know nothing of the interview, but their desire is precious to
the hearts of all true believers, for they have seen Jesus ,vith the
eye of faith. The Holy Spirit has led them to see their utterly lost
condition, and then led them to see the Lord Jesus lifted up on the
cross to make full atonement for their sins.
The third case recorded is that of Zacchreus. You know the
remarkable story (see Luke xix. 1-10). You recall what it meant
to him to see Jesus. His life was totally changed. He was ready
whole-heartedIy to do what Jesus would have him do, and make
amends as far as possible for his previous wrong-doing. Such is
ever the result of truly seeing Jesus. Have you seen Jesus yet 1

E. A. H.
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JUSTIFICATION "BY FAITH ONLY."
By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, LATE VICAR OF Low MOOR,
CLITHEROE, LANCASHIRE.
.
IN all controversy it is well to define the terms used.
JUSTIFICATION-Implies Grace, and Grace implies election from
. which it cannot be separated.
I. Defined-Justification is a judicial act, whereby the guilty sinner
(chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world) is declared
righteous by a Holy God, and ever after treated as such by Him,
through the imputation of Christ's righteousness-even through the
obedience unto death of the Son of God, as the Substitute, Surety,
and Sin-bearer of His people, " For He hath made Him to be sin for
us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21), so that" such are in the sight of God RoS
the very Son of God Himself."
11. What it is-Justification is the opposite of condemnation, and is
more than Forgiveness of sins, for it includes, or is accompauied by,
AdoptIon, with all its privileges, and all spiritual blessings in Christ
Jesus (Eph. i. 3).
Justification is fourfold. The Elect are justified1. In God's Eternal Purpose (see Article xvii.), Rom. viii. 28, 30;
Eph. i. 5, 11; 2 Tim. i. 9; Rev. xvii. 8.
2. Meritoriously by Ohrist's Life and Death (see Article xxxi.), Isa.
liii. 6; Rom. v. 18, 19; 2 Cor. v. 21.
3. Instrumentally and effectually by Faith (see Article xi.), Rom. iv.
1-5, 23, 24; v. 1; iii. 26-28.
4. Declaratively by Works (see Article xii.), Jas. ii. 17-26.
Ill. What it does-Justification (1) excludes all human merit,
(2) gives peace to the sin-stricken soul, (3) gives all the glory of salvation
to God, as " Just and the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 26).
IV. How received (now comes the all-important question)-How
we receive the inestimable benefits of Justification? The one (and only)
means devised by a Triune God, in infinite wisdom, power and love is
a living Faith or trust in the Surety and Redeemer, a Faith which is
the gift and work of the Holy Spirit wrought by Him in the soul.
Faith as a channel connects the believer with the inexhaustible treasury
(or reservoir) of Grace-supplied and opened by the Redeemer-Df
which the Apostle wrote (Phil. iv. 19), " My God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
This is the doctrine of the Bible and of the Church of England, see
Article xi., " Of the Justification of Man" (Rom. v. 1; and iii. 24) ;
" Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus." (Read iii. 19-28 and Gal. ii. 16) " Knowing that a
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus

The Gospel Magazine

89

Christ." (Acts Xlll. 39) "By Him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be justified by the Law of Moses."
The Apostolic and Scriptural doctrine of Justification "by. Faith
only" gives ALL GLORY TO A TRIUNE JEHovAH-equal and undivided
praise being given to each Person of the ever-blessed Trinity.
" Before the ages of the world, before we were born, yea, before the
foundation of the world was laid, when we indeed could do nothing
good, we were, according to God's purpose, chosen, out of grace, in
Christ to salvation" (Rom. ix. 11).
This (the doctrine of the Reformed Church of England, see Articles
xi., xvii.) is logically perfect and consistent, "as it starts from the
Divine decree of election, and passes on, by logical necessity, to the
absolute efficiency of the act of Justification, which nothing can overthrow. n
Further-The means of a saving interest in Christ, and of receiving
the benefits of Justification, is a Spirit-wrought faith in Christ, and
His "finished" work.
So that we may well say, " Glory be to the Father, Glory be to the
Son, and Glory be to the Holy Ghost."
Again-JusTIFICATION" BY FAITH ONLY" is the great fundamental
doctrine of the Reformation. It is the keynote of all true Protestantism, and is the grand distinction between the Church of Rome and the
Reformed Churches. It has been truly said that Justification by
Faith only" is the heart and kernel of the Gospel" just as " the heart
and kernel of the corruptions of the Church of Rome is the error of
Justification by Faith and Works combined, confusing Sanctification
with Justification. Concerning this difference the' Judicious Hooker'
wrote, 'Wherein, then, do we disagree? We disagree about the
nature of the VMy essence of the medicine whereby Christ cureth our
disease; and about the manner of applying it.' Justification by
Faith only being the very essence of the Gospel kernel. A justification
of the sinner before God COMPLETE AT ONCE, and not one of detail
and progression."
This doctrine is most practical, for the GREAT QUESTION for all who
are anxious to escape the wrath due to their sins is this-How ARE THE
MERITS OF CHRIST'S DEATH TO BE CONVEYED TO MY SOUL? As we
have seen, this is just the point of the great controversy between the
Church of Rome and the Protestant Churches; between Evangelicals
and High Churchmen (Sacerdotalists).
Let us consider this vital question (which is one of life and death,
yea, of eternal life and eternal death to precious souls) with the Bible
in our hands-How is a saving intet'est in the vicari{)us sufferings of
the great Sin-bearer to be obtained and continued ?
Is' it through earthly priests, and rites performed and sacrifices
offered by them? or direct from Him Who is both Priest and Sacrifice?
Is it through their ministrations or His?
To put it plainly, Are the Sacraments or is Faith the Divinely
appointed channel through which the Salvation purchased by the
Saviour's obedience and blood is received by an anxious soul?
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The Church of England states emphatically in Article Xl, Of the
Justification of Man: "We are justified BY FAITH ONLY." In the
Homily of the Salvation of Mankind, by only Christ our Saviour, Part 2,
we read: "By Faith only, we obtain remission of our sins." In the
Hornily of the Death and Passion of our Saviour Christ, Part 2, we read :
" Almighty God . . . hath also ordained a certain mean, whereby we
may take fruit and profit to our souls' health. What mean is that 1
Forsooth it is Faith. . . . John iii. 16. Here is the mean whereby we
must apply the fruits of Christ's death unto our deadly wound. Here
is the mean whereby we must obtain eternal life, namely, FAITH.
Rom. x. 10; Acts xvi. 31; John xx. 31."
In a question of such vital consequence we must not trust to any
man or creed, but must go to the Fountainhead of all truth-THE WORD
OF GOD HIMSELF (Acts xvii. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 15. See Article vi.). There
we find no uncertain souna, for salvation is clearly stated (Eph. ii. 8)
to be " BY GRACE "-God's free, unmerited loving-kindness to guilty
sinners; "THROUGH FAITH," or by simply trusting, as did the jailor
at Philippi and the dying thief, to the merits and promises of an
Almighty Saviour (Heb. x. 14; see John iii. 14-18, 36; v. 24; Acts
xiii. 38, 39; xvi. 30, 31; Rom. iii. 28; Gal. ii. 20).
(1) Jesus said (when dying on the cross), " It is finished" (John
xix. 30).
(2) The Holy Spirit contrasting Him with the Jewish high priests,
who were typical of Him, wrote, " Who needeth not daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifice . . . for this He did once, when He offered
up Himself" (Heb. vii. 27). "Nor yet that He should offer Himself
often . . . for then must He often have suffered" (ix. 25, 26). " Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many" (28).
The inspired writer of the Hebrews wrote :-" We are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And
every priest standeth daily ministering, and offering oftentimes the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; nUT TillS MAo"
after He had offered one saerifice for sinB for ever, sat down on the right
hand of God. . . . For by one ~ffe,.ing He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified" (x. 10-14).
(3) In the New Testament we read of Jewish and heathen priests,
but never of Chl-istian priests. The Apostles and Ministers are called
Bishops, Elders, Deacons, Ambassadors, Pastors, Teachers, and
Prophets, but never Priests. If the Christian Church has no eartbly
priest, she has no altar, and no sacrifice except that of ourselves
(Rom. xii. 1), and of praise and thanksgiving, which all true Christians
-whether meu or women, ministers or people--offer, and therefore aU
such are called" priests" (1 Pet. ii. 9).
(4) Notice how suffering was connected with the Bacrifice of Christ,
so that if offered ago.in, He rnmt sulfer again (Heb. ix. 26). Notice
also the completeness of the offering, and consider how great is the
presumption of those who dare to insult Him by pretending to do
that which He alone could do, and continue that which He PERFECTED!
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Dear reader, do you now see that Salvation-pardon and acceptance
-must be received direct from Christ, not from the priest ~ Through
Faith, and therefore not through the sacraments or priestly ministrations ~
The moment a sinner gives up all trust in ceremonies, ministers, or
his own merits, and trusts onlv in Christ and His " finished" work,
eternal salvation is his (John ni. 14; v. 24).
If you trust in Jehovah-Jesus as your Saviour, He says to you (no
matter what you deserve or feel), " I, even I, am He that blotteth out
thy transgressions for Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy
sins" (Isaiah xliii. 25; xliv. 22).
Let me ask-do you truly believe God ~ If you do, through the
Holy Spirit's power, you are saved now from the guilt and dominion
of sin. For saving faith in the heart is shown in the life (Matt. vii. 20 ;
see also Article xii.).
Then will you find it a great refreshment, and esteem it your high
privilege to draw near with a contrite and thankful heart to your
Lord's Table, taking the bread and wine in grateful remembrance of
His death upon the cross, when He suffered in your stead; by faith
realizing His blessed presence in your soul-that faith confirmed, as
well as grace increased, by means of that sacred ordinance iu which
we " show the Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor. xi. 26).
Ever remember that the Lord's Table is only for the Lord's people
-those who are born again by the Word and Spirit of God-the true
and living Church (Eph, v. 25-27).
I close my testimony in the words Ilf Bishop Jeune.· Looking
forward to eternity, he said: "Let me hear, when I am on my deathbed, that Christ died in the stead of sinners, of whom I am chief;
that He was forsaken by God during those fearful agonies because He
had taken my place; that on His cross I paid the penalty of my guilt.
Let me hear, too, that His blood cleanseth from all sin, and that I may
now appear before the bar of God, not as pardoned only, but as
innocent. Let me realize the great mystery of the reciprocal substitution of Christ and the believer, or rather, their perfect unity-He in
them, they in Him, which He has expressly taught. And let me
believe that as I was in effect crucified on Calvary, He will in effect
stand before the throne in my person; His the penalty, mine the sin;
His the shame, mine the glory; His the thorns, mine the crown;
His the merits, mine the reward. VERILY THOU SHALT ANSWER FOR
ME, 0 LORD, MY REDEEMER! 'In Thee have I t1"1tsted; let me never
be confounded.' "
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
SOCIAL meetings were held at the Homes at Christmas and the New
Year. The season was brightened and the hearts of the old people
were cheered by the kind thought of friends in sending gifts, while
the intercourse and words spoken were much appreciated.
Several Churches have aided the work by collections after services.
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By such services, not only is there a financial benefit, but interest
in the Society is awakened and deepened.
The number of Pensioners is now 1030. Subscribers pass away
one by one, and we shall be glad to welcome others to take their places
and aid the Committee in carrying on this noble work.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE GOSPEL AT HOME AND ABROAD. By
S. Hutchinson. Pp. 24. Price Id. (Pastor W. Chisnall, 85, The
Avenue, Ealing, W.13.)
We have here a lecture delivered at the Young Men's Holiday and
Mission Study Camp, held by the Strict Baptist Mission, at Heston
Farm, Hounslow, on Aug. 5th last. It is an able and exhaustive
handling of the subject on which it treats. The general impression
left on the mind after reading it is that a full adherence to the great
doctrines of grace is quite compatible with whole-hearted zeal in
proclaiming the pure Gospel to every creature. It is by means of
obedience to our Lord's great command that He intends to gather
out His elect people from all parts of the earth.
•

GLEANINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE. By MAy FAGG. Pp. 126.
Price 2/6, post free 2/10. (Stanley Martin & Co., Ltd.,
12,. Charterhouse Square, London, E.C.I.)
These " Gleanings" are described as " Bible Readings suitable for
use at Mothers' Meetings, Family Worship, Bible Classes, etc." We
have read nearly half of them, and we feel bound regretfully to say
that they are of a rambling and disconnected character. Some of
the interpretations are far-fetched and not very intelligible. Scripture
portions seem to be jumbled together without any proper care being
taken to distinguish the teaching of one passage from another.
BEYOND THE MYSTIC DOOR. By the REV. ALLON POOLE. Pp. 160.
Price 3/6. (Stanley Martin & Co. Ltd., 12, Charterhouse Square,
London, KC.I.)
This volume consists of twelve chapters in which the author develops
his "studies in the After Life." The book abounds in quotations
from heathen writers, philosophers, poets, and various heretical sects
giving their views in reference to the life beyond. We gather that the
author rejects the doctrines of Conditional Immortality and a purifying process after death, and that he believes in an eternity of bliss for
the godly and an eternity of suffering for the ungodly. We fear,
however, that many simple minds might get confused by the prominence which ·he gives to unscriptural teaching in his many quotations
from unsound authors. With the author himself we would say:
" It is a relief to turn from all such to co-ordinate those passages in
the New Testament which reveal its concept of the After Life in terms
which require no sophisticated editing" (p. 142).

