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uWho eomfortetb Il! in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them wbich are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 000."-2 COR. I. 4.

PRESENT REDEMPTION.
"In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace."-EpHESIA..'ifS i. 7.

THERE can be no question that the apostle is here speaking of the
family of GOD. The" we " who have redemption are" the saints "
and" the faithful in CHRIST JESUS" (verse 1).
They are those who have been washed, sanctified and justified
in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of our GOD.
They are those who have faith in CHRIST JESUS. They are those
whom the FATHER hath "blessed ",ith all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in CHRIST JESUS." They are those whom He
"hath chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world." They
are those whom He " predestinated unto the adoption of children
by JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace," wherein He made
them accepted in the BELOVED, or "which He freely bestowed on
them in the BELOVED" (R.V., Ephes. i. 1-6). These are they who
have redemption through CHRIST'S blood. Such were quickened
and regenerated by the SPIRIT and saved by Divine grace. Such
became believers in CHRIST, because faith in Him was bestowed
on them as a gift (chap. ii. 1, 8-lO). Such were made nigh to
GOD by the blood of CHRIST (verse 13). Such now belong to the
" household of GOD" (chap. ii. 19). They are therefore members
of GOD'S family-of "the whole family in heaven and earth."
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It is they who" have redemption through His blood." Redemption
is evidently particular and special. It has reference to GOD'S
chosen family. They alone can say, "CHRIST hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii.
13). The" us" has reference to the people of GOD. We cannot
say, "CHRIST hath redeemed us," until we belong to the "us."
When through Divine grace we are numbered amongst the believing
children of GOD, then we can say, "We have redemption," "CHRIST
hath redeemed us."
This portion then is clearly" a Family Portion." Let us by the
aid of the SPIRIT think of it in that light.
1. Firsl, observe that we a're here taught that the blessing 0/ rede/mption is in CHRIST.
"In Whom (i.e., in the BELOVED) we have redemption." Who
is the BELOVED ONE of Whom the apostle speaks? GOD Himself
gives the answer. Speaking of JESUS from the excellent glory He
said, "This is My Beloved SON, in Whom I am well pleased"
(Matt. iii. 17). He is J EHOVAH'S SERVANT Whom He has chosen;
His BELOVED in Whom His soul is well pleased. (See Matt. xii. 18.)
It is in Him that there is redemption for GOD'S people. Deliverance
from the bondage of sin, of Satan, and of death is ouly in Him. In
the fulness of time the FATHER sent Him to redeem. (See Gal. iv.
4.) There is no other redeemer. We cannot redeem ourselves.
We ourselves cannot pay a ransom to deliver our souls from spiritual
bondage and ruin. CHRIST alone is the REDEEMER. He came" not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom
for many" (Matt. xx. 28).
Grimm's Greek Lexicon of the New Testament explains this
redemption as " deliverance effected through the death of CHRIST
from the retribution wrath of a holy GOD and the merited penalty
of sin."
Our LORD JESUS CHRIST was Divinely sent and anointed to
procure and to proclaim this redemption. He says, "The SPIRIT of
the LORD GOD is upon Me; because the LORD hath anointed Me
-to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound" (Isa. lxi. 1).
He is the living and the mighty REDEEMER of His people. "He
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is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto GOD
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb. vii. 25). If we are to be delivered from merited wrath,
it can only be by Him. Redemption is in Him. It is associated
with Him. Apart from Him there is no redemption. That is one
great truth taught in this passage.
·2. Secondly, ~Qe are taught that redemption is through His blood.
It is by means of His blood that we are redeemed. His blood
points to His sacrificial death. If the blood of bulls and of goats
sanctified to the purifying of the flesh, " how much more shall the
blood of CHRIST, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to GOD, purge your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? " (Heb. ix. 13, 14). When He offered Himself
as a sacrifice to bear the sins of many He shed His blood, He gave
His life as the price of their redemption. The blood is the life,
and the LORD'S life was laid down to secure the redemption of His
people. "We are redeemed," says Dr. C. Hodge, "neither by
power, nor truth, but by blood; that is, by the sacrificial death
of the LORD JESUS. A sacrifice is a ransom, as to its effect. It
delivers those for whom it is offered and accepted."
The redemption of captives is often effected on payment of a
ransom consisting of silver and gold, but to GOD'S people the Apostle
Peter says, "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i. 18, 19).
The price paid for our redemption, dear children of GOD, was
"the precious blood of CHRIST." Our deliverance from all the
merited consequences of our sins is due to His precious blood,
shed in the room and stead of His people.. He loosed. us, and
washed us from sins in His Own blood. He redeemed \lS to GOD
by His blood. We can never fathom the depth of the love which
He displayed when He laid down His life and shed His precious
blood for His people.
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
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" But CHRIST, the heaveuly LAMB,
Takes all our sins away;
A Sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."
Row can we do otherwise than make much of the precious blood
of CHRIST?
3. Thirdly, we are taught that redemption includes the forgive:ness
of sins. .
.
Redemption includes more than the forgiveness of sins, but it
40es include that great and unspeakable blessing. "We have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." The blood
o£ CHRtsT,Hissacrificial death as the Holy SUBSTITUTE of His people,
has secured for them the forgiveness of all their sins. When He
was about to die He said, " This is My blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for 11iany for the 1'emission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28).
Th~t was why He shed His blood. It was to secure the remission
of His people's sins.' "Without shedding of blood is no remission"
(Heb. ix.' 22).1£ He had not been "once offered to bear the sins
of many" there ,,,ould have been no forgiveness of sin. GOD had
promised this blessing in the new Covenant. He had said, " I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more," but
He could not have fulfilled His gracious promise if CHRIST had not
shed His blood as an efficacious offering for sin. He did, however,
in fact and in truth shed His blood to secure the remission of sins.
He bare the sins of many. He bare our sins in His Own body on
the tree. ." He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the 'chastisement of our peace was upon Him ;
and with His stripes we are healed" (Isa. liii. 5). It now
blessedly follows therefore that" the blood of JESUS CHRIST His
SON cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7). The forgiveness of
sins becomes really ours through His blood. The wages of sin is
death. Were our sins not forgiven the penal and eternal consequences of sin would have been our awful portion. But CHRIST
hath redeemed us from the curse of a broken law, by being made
a curse for us. He hath borne the penalty which our sins deserved.
GOD is now able to be faithful and just in forgiving our sins, and
hence, being forgiven, we are delivered from condemnation. There
is no condemnation for them in whose stead CHRIST has shed His
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blood. On the ground of CHRIST'S atoning work GOD can at once
be just and the JUSTU'IER of him that believeth in JESUS. All the
sins of CHRIST'S people, past, present, and to come, were laid on
CHRIST, and He put them away by the sacrifice of Himself. In
vain, then, will anyone lay anything to the charge of GOD'S elect.
"What stream is that which sweeps away
My sins as by a flood,
Nor lets one guilty- blemish stay 1'Tis JESUS' precious blood.
" What voice is that which speaks for me,
In heaven's high court, for good,
And from the curse hath set me free 1'Tis JESUS' precious blood.
" What theme, my soul! will best employ
Thy harp before thy GOD,
And make all heaven to ring with joy 1'Tis JESUS' precious blood."
(Joseph Irons.)

•

4. Fourthly, we are taught that redemption is a present blessing.
"We have redemption through His blood." The fulness of
redemption is certainly yet future. We are" sealed unto the day
of redemption" (Ephes. iv. 30). We" wait for the redemption
of our body" (Rom. viii. 23). Resurrection glory and full conformity to CHRIST in body and soul are yet future, but even now
"we have the forgiveness of sins." This great blessing is now
our portion. Later on in this Epistle the apostle says, " GOD -for
CHRIST'S sake hath forgiven you" (iv. 32). This blessed truth is
taught both in the Old and the New Testaments. David could
say, " Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin" (Psa. xxxii. 5). Of
Israel it is said, "Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of Thy people,
Thou hast covered all their sin" (Psa. lxxxv. 2). Hezekiah could
say, "Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isa. xxxviii.
17).
The Apostle John could say to GOD'S people, "Your sins are
forgiven you for His name's sake" (1 John ii. 12). With all the
people of GoD the same apostle could say, "Unto Him that loved
us and washed us from our sins in His Own blood . . . to Him be
glory" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
What a mercy when we can say, as a present experience, "We
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have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins." If
we are numbered amongst those who through grace believe in the
LORD JESUS CHRIST we need have no hesitation in saying, "We
have the forgiveness of sins" (see Acts x. 43). It is a present
blessing. It is a glorious blessing. It is a blessing which when
realized enables us to go on our way rejoicing. When the Apostle
Paul wrote, " I obtained mercy," it was only another way of saying,
" My sins were forgiven, GOD in grace blotted out my transgressions
and forgave my sins."
5. Lastly, we {/Ire taught that redemption is due to Divine graJJe.
"We have. redemption . . . according to the riches of His
grace," i.e., it is wholly unmerited lInd undeserved. It is not
because of our works, our repentance, our prayers, our faith, that
GOD forgives His people, although those who repair to Him for
forgiveness do so with penitence and faith, wrought in them by the
HOLY GHOST, but GOD forgives them through CHRIST'S blood and
according to the riches of His grace. Forgiveness is a very costly
blessing, but the price was paid by CHRIST. It is a gracious blessing
because it is bestowed on guilty sinners freely and gratuitously.
"Without money and without price" to them, though with a
great cost to CHRIST, forgiveness is bestowed.
. "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of GOD: not of works, lest any man should
boast." It is no credit to us, then, if we are forgiven. It is wholly
due to the free, unmerited grace of GOD. It is. " not according to
our works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, which
was given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
• We are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in CHRIST JESUS" (Rom. iii. 24). Oh, let us magnify the
grace of GOD as we think of the great blessings of redemption.
The late Dean Law says, "How blessed is the thought that GOD
is rich in grace! His throne is a throne of grace. His sceptre is
a. sceptre of grace. His Covenant is a Covenant of grace. His
thoughts are thoughts of grace. His ways are ways of grace. His
word is the word of grace. His treasure house is stored with grace.
Hence all 1Ii,s gifts and manifestations to His people are results
of grace. Grace called JESUS to His work. Grace found the
ransom. Grace. accepted it. Grace determined the persons of the
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redeemed.. Grace ma~e them willing in the day of power. Grace
keeps them through faith unto. salvation. Oh! the riches of the
grace of Our-GOD! While we have breath let us extol and magnify
it." (Meditations on the Epistle to the Ephesians, p. 31.)
What shall we say to these things, dear children of GOD? Will
not the assurance of our redemption and of our present forgiveness
influence us more than ever to live, not to ourselves, but to Him
Who, through the riches of His grace, died for us, and rose again?
" Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small ;
Love so amazing, so Divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my alL"
EDITOR
(Thoma<! Haughlm.).
THE

· Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

ALL TEN-NOT ONLY NINE.

(From the " Free Pre<lbytel"ian Magazine," Nov. 1926.)
The teaching of my childhood differed in many waysChiefly about the Sabbath-from that of modern days.
Old-fashioned parents taught me my Maker to obey,
His Name and Word to honour, and sanctify His Day.
· I learnt the Ten Commandments, and yet I never knew
The Fourth one was not binding on Gentile as on Jew.
I wonder if the Fifth one, the Sixth and Seventh too,
The Eighth and all the others are only for a Jew.
Or has the Jew a nature so different from mine,
He needs all Ten Commandments, while I need only Nine 1
·The modern preacher tells me there is a better plan
Than that old Fourth Commandment that God has given to man
One hour each week suffices for all my spirit's need;
To set apart one whole day were waste of time indeed!
. I need to take no notice of Church bell at eleven
When I've fulfilled my duty and been to " Mass" at seven!
And, if I am not working, the rest of the Lord's Day
I should devote to football, to golf and gambling play.
I think with this arrangement the Devil is content;
He will not lose his captives in Sabbath hours thus spent.
But may the Lord have mercy upon me and incline
My heart to keep His precepts-all Ten-not only Nine.
)vI. A. P.

54

The Gospel Magazine

THE GREAT DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE WORLD AND
GOD'S PEOPLE.
(First Article.)
" And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedness."-1 JOHN v. 19.

Two kinds of people are referred to in this text-those who are of
God and those who are under the power of sin and of Satan. The
apostle is writing to believllrs, and to thosll who arll born of God,
and who arll numbllrlld aniongst God's childrlln. Hll wrOtll his
Epistle to those who "believe on the name of the Son of God"
(v. 13), to those to whom God had given eternal life (v. 11), to
those whose sins were forgiven (chap. ii. 12), to those who were born
of God (iii. 9, 10), and he says, " We are of God." We are all born
of Him. "We are His workmanship." We owe our spiritual life
and salvation to His power and grace. But the rest of the world,
" the whole world" apart from God's people, " lieth in wickedness."
That is a solemn statement ,of the inspired apostle. The text may
be made the starting-point of some important teaching.
1. First, let us think of the awful condition of the world as suggested
by this passage.
The Revised Version has, " the whole world lieth in the evil one."
i. Observe first that the whole world is under Satan's power a1ld
control.
That is suggested by the words of the apostle. Satan is "the
prince of this world," "the god of this world." He" hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine unto
them." Every unconverted man, woman or child is blinded by
Satan. The god of this world has put them in darkness. He has
blinded them in order that they may not be illuminated by the
glorious Gospel of Christ. His aim is to prevent men from being
influenced by the Gospel of God's grace. Not only, however, hath
he blinded them, but he continually worketh in them, using His
powerful influence over them. He is "the spirit that DOW worketh in the children of disobedience" (John xii. 31; 2 Cor. iv. 4;
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Ephes. ii. 2). His operations in the hearts of men are effective; fo r
we read that he "deceiveth the whole world" (Rev. xii. 9). What
a solemn fact this is! A great, powerful, evil and experienced
spiritual being controls, influences and deceives the minds of all
men who are still outside "the Church of God which He hath
purchased with His Own blood.". Do we realize this great truth
sufficiently 1 No wonder that there should be wars between the
nations, that strikes and revolutions should take place, that anarchy
should prevail, lawlessness be· rampant, and that apostasy from
God and Hill truth should abound. The power and influence of
Satan explain the ravages of error which prevail in the professing
Church, and the abounding iniquity which characterizes the world
at large.
ii. Secondly, not~{;e that the world is steeped in spiritual ignorance.
The world is ignorant of God the Father. Our Lord said, " 0
righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee" (John xvii. 25).
The world is ignorant of God the Son. "He was in the world,
and the world was made by Him, and the W01'!d knew Him not"
(John i. 10).
The world is ignorant of God the Holy Ghost. "T~e world
cannot receive (Him), because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth
.Him " (John xiv. 17). The world is ignorant of God's people.
"The world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not" (1 John
iii. 1)'. The world is "without God in the world" (Ephes. ii. 12).
It has a wisdom of its own. It boasts of scientific discoveries.
It glories in scientific theories. It has become infatuated with
evolution and sneers at the revelation of God. It boasts of scholarship, and regards those who believe in the full revelation of God
as ignorant, but nevertheless the inspired apostle says, " The world
by wisdom knew not God." Thus God hath·" made foolish the
wisdom of this world," for it pleases Him through the foolishness
of preaching Christ crucified to save them that believe (1 Cor. i.
20, 21).
iii. Thirdly, notice that the world hates Christ and Hu people.
Our Lord said to His brethren when they were still in unbelief,
" The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth, because I testify
of it, that the works thereof are evil." . Again He said to His
disciples, " If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before
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it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." "Now have
they both seen and hated both :Me and My Father" (John vii. 7 ;
xv. 18, 19, 24). Let us not imagine that the world is any better
to-day. It is still under Satan's control. It is still steeped in
spiritual ignorance. It is still incapable of knowing the things of
the Spirit of God, however clever and educated it may be. (See
1 Cor. ii. 14.) It still hates Christ as He is fully set forth in the
Bible. It may speak well of a Christ of its own imagination, but
it will not speak well of the Christ of the Bible as He is there
portrayed. It will not esteem a Christ Who " speaketh the words
of God" as to sin and its penalty, and as to the way of pardon
and salvation. Nor will the world regard with pleasure Christ's
people, if they are truly faithful to Him. If we suffer no hatred
of the world we may begin to doubt if we are fully separate from
its thoughts, words, and ways.
":Marvel not," says the apostle, "if the world hate you" (1 J oltn
iii. 13). Rather should we marvel and tremble if the world is all
smiles towards us. It is true that there are occasions when
Solomon's words are true in our experience. He says, "When a
man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be
at peace with him" (Prov. xvi. 7). On the other hand, our Lord
says, "Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you"
(Luke vi. 26).
. iv. Fou?·thly, notice that the world is a guilty world.
It is a world which is liable to the just judgment of God, for it
is a sinful and ungodly world. Both Jews and Gentiles are all
under sin: There is not one unconverted person who doeth good.
There is not one that understandeth spiritual truths. There is
not one that seeketh after God. There is not one that is righteous.
"There is no fear of God before their eyes." Hence the apostle
says, "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God" (Rom. iii.
9-19). Ah, it is solemnly evident that human nature is not cried
up in the Word of God. The. world of men are " deceitful above
all things, and desperately' wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). They are
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"enmity against God," not subject to His law, and they are
incapable in their natural state of pleasing Him or doing His will.
The world of men are sinners against God, and the wages of their
sin is death. Is the world at large, then, in an utterly hopeless
condition? Thank God it is not. God in His infinite grace has
determined to save a great multitude which no man can number.
2. Secondly, let us proceed to think of God's rich and gracious
provision for the world at large.
In spite of its awful condition under Satanic control, of its deep
spiritual ignorance, of its rebellion and guilty state, we learn of
God's rich and gracious provision for the world at large. It may
here be noted that the atoning death of Christ has secured two
great things. First, it has delayed the just judgment of God upon a
guilty world. Secondly, it has secured the eternal salvation of a great
multitude of sinners out of all the nations of the world.
" God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be
saved" (John iii. 16, 17). Another passage which may be quoted
in this connection is 1 John iv. 14, where we read, "We have seen
and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world." If these latter words meant that the Father sent the
Son to be the Saviour of every human being who has ever lived,
who now lives, and who will live in yet future years, then they
would teach universalism. They would teach the salvation of all
the members of the human family without exception. They would
therefore contradict those passages of Scripture which teach that
large numbers will be lost, and will go away into everlasting punishment. In explaining Scripture we need ever to keep in mind the
declaration of our Reformers. They said, "It is not lawful for
the Church to ordain anything that is contrary to God's Word
written, neither may it so expound one place of Scripture, that it be
1'epugnant to anothe'r" (Article XX).
However mysterious it may be to our finite minds, it is plain
that God has not purposed to save every member of the human
family, otherwise His purpose would be accomplished. We need
_therefore reverently and humbly to bow to His revealed will, and
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to avoid explaining one part of Scripture in a sense repugnant to
other part,s.
Probably the word" world" in.John iii. 16 is a general expression
denoting the Gentiles as distinct from the Jews, This use of the
word is found in such passages as Rom. xi, 12, 15; 1 John ii. 2;
Luke xii. 30 compared with Matt. vi. 32. The Jews often spoke
of "the nations of the world" as distinct from themselves. Our
Lord was addressing Nicodemus; a Jew, and having spoken of the
brazen serpent with which Nicodemus as a Jew was familiar, He
proceeded to teach that God's love was not limited to the Jewish
nation, but was extended to the world at large, that whosoever
from among the nations of the world should believe in Christ should
not perish, but have everlasting life. Christ is the one Saviour
for the whole world. God's chosen and elect people are found
among all the nations of the earth. Of them our Reformers in the
XVIIth Article say, that God" hath constantly decreed by His
counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those
whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them
by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.
Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of
God be called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working
in due season: they through grace obey the calling: they be
justified freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be
made like the image of His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they
walk religiously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy,
they attain to everlasting felicity."
God in His infinite mercy and grace looked in compassion on the
world at large, selected an innumerable multitude of them from
all the nations of the world, arranged out of the depths of His
eternal love to provide for them a Redeemer, arranged also to
quicken and regenerate them by His Spirit, to place them in His
family, to enable them to walk holily, and finally to bring them
to everlasting glory and blessedness. "The world which God
loved, is the world which shall be saved through faith in His Sonthe world to which He will not impute their trespasses-a countless
multitude of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues"
(J. A. Haldane's Doctrine of the Atonement, pp. 150, 151).
Now the Gospel of God's grace to fallen sinners in all parts of
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the world is to he preached. It is to he proclaimed to every
creature. "Go ye," says our Lord Jesus Christ, "into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that helieveth
and is haptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned" (Mark xvi. 15, 16). We cannot tell who are the elect
until they are manifestly saved. Hence we are to proclaim to
every sinner the good tidings of a full, free, and everlasting forgiveness which-God, through the obedience unto death of His dear
Son, will bestow upon every poor sinner who trusts in Christ's
blood. The writer of the preface to the third edition of Mr.
J. A. Haldane's work on the Atonement well says, "It has been
thought by some, that the doctrine that Christ gave His life as a
ransom for His sheep has a tendency to limit the preaching of a
free Gospel. But such an idea arises from a misconception of the
nature of the Gospel message. The Gospel is the good news, that
, God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
tohosoever believeth in Him shonld not perish, but have everlasting
life.' Paul did not tell the gaoler at PhiJippi that Christ died for
him in particular before he professed his faith; but, on this as
on other occasions, the apostle in effect declared that there is
salvation for every son or daughter of Adam who believes. In a
word, the Gospel proclaims that there is an atonement made
through the sacrifice of Christ for all who believe, and not that
Christ atoned for the sins of every individual, whether he believes
or whether he rejects the Divine testimony. This was the doctrine
uniformly taught by the author of the following work, as well as
by his brother Robert Haldane. God was pleased signally to bless
the labours of both these eminent men, and neither the one nor
the other was ever hampered by a vain attempt to harmonize
man's undoubted responsibility with the doctrines which teach
the Sovereignty of God and the election of grace.- As a preacher,
James Haldane was honoured to be the foremost in the great
revival which took place in Scotland at the end of the last century
(the eighteenth) and the beginning of the present (the nineteenth).
He went forth through the length and breadth of Scotland, from
the Pentland to the Solway Firths, and even to the Orkney and
Shetland Islands, like a good soldier of Jesus Christ, holding steadfastly to the terms of his commission to 'preach the Gospel to
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every creature'" (pp. 4, 5). Those who have read the lives of
Robert and James Alexander Haldane will bear out the testimony
of the writer of the above-mentioned preface. James A. Haldane
shows in his book that he believed that a comprehensive view of
the Scriptures leads to the conclusion that the atoning work of
Christ was designed to secure the salvation of those only who were
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. This, however,
did not damp his ardour in proclaiming the Gospel throughout the
length and breadth of Scotland. Nor did it damp the zeal of the
Apostle Paul, nor the zeal of such men as Whitefield and Romaine.
Nor shonld it damp the zeal of God's people to-day. Our Lord's
command to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature is binding on the whole Church of God, and we fail in our
obedience to our risen and ascended Lord if we do not take some
share in the propagation of His Gospel in heathen countries. The
Gospel of the grace of God is not intended only for Englishmen.
It is not intended only for the few who gather in English places of
worship. It is intended to be proclaimed to every creature. It
is through the foolishness of preaching this Gospel that God saves
them that believe. It is through the proclamation of the Gospel
that God's great purpose of grace to gather out an innumerable
mnltitude will be accomplished. The pure Gospel shonld be
preached in the prayerful hope that God will thereby deliver many
who hear it from the power of darkness, and translate them into
the kingdom of His dear Son. Wherever this Gospel is preached
and accompanied by the power of the Holy Ghost, men, women,
and even children, will turn to God from idols to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, even Jesus,
Who delivers His people from the wrath to come.
We hope (D.V.) to continue this subject in a second article.
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" You sow a seed, a plant appears. You sow a natural, corruptible
body; a spiritual, incorruptible body appears. Nature itself therefore
teaches that the objection that the future body must be like the
present, is of no force."-Dr. C. Hodge on 1 Cor. xv. 37.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus:
for He shall sat'e His people from their sins."-l\uTTHEW i. 21.
THE season when the precious subject of our text is prominently
brought before us, and which makes the true Christmas of every
believer, is again past; but the lovely name is ever fragrant, never
out of season. Thus, beloved readers, we make no apology for bringing
before you the Scriptural word which is so often preached from, year
after year, on Dec. 25th. We shall need our precious Jesus every day
in the untrodden steps of 1927 !
The author Bates truly said, "In the Creation, His footsteps
appear; in ·our redemption, His Image; in the ruin of the fall, His
Justice and Holiness; but in the Gospels, all His Perfections shine forth
in their brightest lustre." And the students of the Synoptic Gospels
have set forth very helpfully the different and yet all-harmonious
characteristics of those four books. Thus St. Matthew deals with Jesus
as King; St. Mark sets forth His wondrous condescension as Jehovah's
servant; St. Luke testifies of the God-man; whilst St. John exalts
the Godhead of Christ.
We find therefore in the Gospel from which our text is taken,
much in reference to the Kingly Authority of Jesus in His words and
acts. Thus we notice how the Divine and Royal nature is at once
recognized by faith, and the wise men from the east rise up to seek
Him, saying, " Where is He that is born King of the Jews 1 for we
have seen His star in the east and are come to worship Him."
Now in the Old Testament we find a name given by Jehovah to
David's Son, and Solomon the peaceable was thus called who was a
type of Him Who should lay in Zion the Chief Corner Stone and build
His Church upon that one Foundation. Thus in the opening of the
New Testament, we find God the Father giving the name Jesus to
His dearly beloved Son, the "greater than Solomon," and in that
precious name, every elect vessel of mercy was bound up. It appears
a few verses earlier (verse 16) in the genealogy. Jesus was to be the
One, the Centre Object, the Alpha, the Omega, the Beginning and the
End, the First and the Last, in the Gospel scheme of salvation.
" Thou shalt call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people
from their sins." Thou! personal, whilst" they" in verse 23 points
to the whole Church collectively. "They shall call His name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us." Oh, beloved;
where do you and I stand 1 Can you, can I, indeed call Him Jesus 1
Have we come to Him as sin-laden, curse-bound penitents pleading,
" Thou must save and Thou alone" 1 I am the sinner, but Faith lays
her hand upon that dear Surety's head and pleads, Jesus came to seek
and to save sinners of whom I am chief. How graciously encouraging of
5
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the Lord to give us to know why He called Him Jesus-" for He shall
save His people from their sins." It was now to be fulfilled after
4000 years when the first promise was spoken and Jehovah's I will
was to be consummated in He shall, and thus link up Gen. iii. Ip with
.~att. i. 21 in setting forth in the fulness of time, ." God's wonderful
redemption, God's remedy for sin." Oh, great and glorious name,
Jesus! The Saviour-Jehovah! Think of its all-attractive power!
It is mentioned more than any other name in Scripture. It is in the
last sentence of the Holy Scriptures, and His precious Name closes
the blessed book with a benediction! "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen" (Rev. xxii. 21). It is the Name given
by His Father" which is above every name" (Phi!. ii. 9), and is " far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named" (Ephes. i. 21). "Being made so much better
than the. angels, He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent
Name than they" (Heb. i. 4). It is the Name to which every knee
shall bow. It is the Name of Him to Whom the Father entrusted the
redeeming of His people. Millions, on the strength of His promised
coming to redeem, went to heaven before the precious blood was poured
out on Calvary. And when, in fulness of time, Jesus came and bled,
suffered, and cried" It is finished," and, then died on the awful Cross
as the Sin-bearer and Substitute of HiB people, all heaven heard
.
those words of wonder, love and grace.
He was indeed rightly called Jesus, for He was to save His
people from their sins. Oh, how can we write, how express ourselves
in regard to this glorious and gracious subject! "Living lips are
dumb at best, we must die to speak of Christ." I was very moved
some little time since when reading Dr. Hawker's precious subject for
the day, upon the text, " It pleased the Father to bruise Him: He
hath put Him to grief." The portion puts it in the sweet and profound
language characteristic of the dear doctor. He says, " The depths of
wisdom were explored to furnish redemption, and to find a Person
competent to accomplish it. And when found, the depths of love were
broken up, to make it complete. My soul, read over the mysterious.
volume which the Lord hath in part opened before thee. It cost the
Father His thoughts from all eternity to appoint a plan by which,
consistent with His holiness and His justice, thou mightest be saved.
" It cost the Father His Son, His dear Son, His only Son, before that
thou couldst be redeemed. Jesus must die, ere thou canst live.
Pause over the subject as it is here expressed, ' It pleased the Father
to bruise Him.' Jesus, Who was in Himself holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made .higher than the heavens, He Who
knew no sin, must be made sin; He Who never merited wrath must
be made a curse ... and all this for sinners, for rebels, for enemies;
nay, my soul, for thee. Wonder, 0 heavens, and be astouished, 0
earth."
Oh, again we repeat, precious Name of Jesus! "Thou shalt call
His Name Jesus," the Saviour, Who is able to save His people; pluck
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them from sin and death; put them into a place of extreme safety,
even in His riven side, and keep them there. "Thou shalt call His
Name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins." It is a
Divine and Royal mandate. He shall save all for whom He came to
die. He shall save unto the uttermost all that come to God through
Him. He shall save every sin-laden, sin-convinced and coming sinner.
He shall save every returning prodigal and wanderer from the fold.
He shall save from the least and feeblest, to the greatest and strongest
for whom He died. He shall save every blood-marked lamb and sheep
and be able to deliver them all up to His Father saying, " Them whom
Thou hast given Me I have kept and none of them is lost." Oh, what
a Name! Jesus the Saviour and Jesus indeed was salvation. The
patriarch Jacob "waited for God's salvation." Moses, Job, the
Psalmist, the aged Simeon, and Mary the mother of her Lord, waited
for God's salvation. Faith in the Old Testament saints saw it from
afar, and they died upon the strength of the promise. Faith in the
New Testament saints beheld God's salvation in the person of the Babe
in Bethlehem and in the temple, and in the gracious Stranger of
Nazareth. He was at once recognized and worshipped. The wise
men brought their offerings to the holy Babe, of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh, representative of His Kingship, His Godhead and His
Manhood. Worship, which ever follows revelation, was constantly seen
in the Gospels where the Divine Healer was recognized as Son of God.
Thus, " behold there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, Lord,
if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean."
The ruler whose little daughter was even now dead, came and
worshipped Him, confident that even now if He would lay His hand
upon her she would live! "They that were in the sbip," as witnesses
of His Divine power in controlling the boisterous winds and waves,
" worshipped Him, saying, Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." The
Canaanitish woman, too, came and worshipped Him and pleaded,
" Lord, help me," and the disciples when they saw their Risen Lord
held Him' by the feet and worshipped Him.
And this is consistent with the Holy Spirit's teaching. Christ is set
forth as the Centre of worship and He alone thc object of adoration.
And this because He is the Divine Saviour, Who was all mighty to
save, and Who was able to accomplish the salvation of every elect
sinner. He is His people's glorious Substitute, He is supreme,
pre-eminent and eternal. Thus do saved sinners attribute all the
glory of their salvation to Him, and worship Him as indeed they will
in untiring, willing service of praise throughout the countless ages of
eternity. He is " over all God blessed for ever." Unto Him will be
" glory, majesty, dominion, and power, both now and ever. Amen."
Oh, the wonders folded up in that Name, a Name bestowed upon
Him by His Father. He is the Person Who should accomplish the
great scheme of redemption, and bring" many sons to glory," and it
was as the Person possessing that Name that He was received back
again to His Father. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him,
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and given Him a Name which is above every name; that at the Name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."
Every harp is tuned and every tongue is singing in heaven to the allworthiness and love of Jesus. The redeemed are there, testifying how
Jesus saw and pitied them. The once poor, fearing, doubting, anxious
ones are there to testify how He bade them come unto Him and would
" in no wise cast them out," and how when they came to the foot of
the Cross, their burden rolled from off their back, and they rejoiced
in sin forgiven. Yes, the saints are there, testifying to His eternal
glory, that Jesus, as Son of Man, was made" the Way, the Truth and
the Life" unto the Father; that He was made their Surety and
Substitute, to die" the Just for the unjust that He might bring them
to God"; that He was their great High Priest" Who could have
compassion on the ignorant and them that were out of the way" ;
that He was and is their Mediator pleading their cause for them; their
Advocate before the Father's throne, and that He was their Sanctifier.
"Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His
own blood, suffered without the gate."
Oh, wondrous exchange! From enemies alienated by wicked works
and sinners "dead in trespasses and sins," to reconciliation and
quickening into new life! And from the kingdom of darkness, translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son! If and when we are moved
and melted by gratitude, wonder, and love, is it any marvel that we
try with our best powers to stammer out His praise 1 Do not the
hymns come home to our hearts with sweet power and grateful unction
that are dedicated to this all-potent, all-lovely, all-gracious Name 1
Do we ever weary of singing" How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds" 1
and do not its words calm our troubled, anxious spirits and cheer us
on our way 1 Or when all the shifting, changing things of earth are
vanishing and passing away, the heart gladdens with the immortal
Toplady in singing, " Jesus, immutably the same, Thou true and living
Vine." And when our steps falter and our hearts grow weary and discouraged by the way, we hearten up as we think of our great Example,
in Whose footsteps we follow, if ever so falteringly, and sing, "Jesus
my All to heaven is gone, He Whom I fix my hopes upon."
With Doddridge we sing,
" Jesus, I sing Thy matchless grace,
That calls a worm Thine own,
Gives me among Thy Saints a place
To make Thy glories known."
With dear Anne Steele we sing,
.. Jesus I in Thy transporting Name,
What blissful' glories rise!
J eBUS I the an gels' sweetest theme,
The wonder of the skies."
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The immortal Watts inspires us again to sing,
.. Jesus, in Thee our eyes behold
A thoUSMld glories more
Than the rich gems and polished gold
The sons of Aaron wore,"
We might add hymn after hymn of the sweet songsters of Zion in
testifying to the matchless worth and the all-attractive charms of Jesus'
blessed Name. But all of them set out to sound His glories forth, and
to extol that Name which is above every name. And Jesus accomplished His Father's will. He fulfilled His office as Saviour. He kept
those whom the Father had entrusted Him with. For their sakes He
.. endured the Cross, despising the shame." In Him, His saints are
fully justified, and shall glory as the eternal ages roll along.
U

Jesus is the Name we treasure,

Name beyond what words can tell:
Name of gladness, Name of pleasure,
Ear and heart delighting well:
Name of sweetness passing measure,

Saving us from sin aud hell."
Dear reader, is the Name of Jesus precious to your heart 1 Is He
all your plea and all your desire and all your hope 1 If so, when the
clouds of unbelief, darkness, despondency, ignorance and well-nigh
expiring hope, have passed away, you will join the happy songsters
in the heavenly City and never weary of the praises of that Name
which sought and bought you, kept you all your pilgrimage, and
brought you safe Home at last!

"You may spoil the Gospel by substitution. You have only to
withdraw from the eyes of the sinner the grand object which the Bible
proposes to faith,-Jesus Christ; and to substitute another object in
His place,-the Church, the Ministry, the Confessional, Baptism, or
the Lord's Supper,-and the mischief is done. Substitute anything
for Christ, and the Gospel is totally spoiled! Do this, either directly
or indirectly, and your religion ceases to be Evangelical."-BrsHoP
J. C. RYLE.
"AND I find that instead of the Lord's people being warned that
they must be very cautious in their approaches to God. being told that
they must come with great trembling to God. as if there were a doubt
whether He would accept them or not; instead of this, what do I
find the Apostle saying in the 4th of Hebrews 1-' Seeing we have an
High Priest Who was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin. let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.' "-REV. W. H. KRAUSE.
"The only knowledge which a man can have of God is by His Own
revelation of Himself." -REV. W. H. KBAUSE,
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.sermon" nnll Note" of .sermon".
THE TRUE WORSHIPPER.

A SERMElN PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON ON
DECEMBER 12TH, 1897.

" Behold, 0 God, our Shield, and look upon the f<roe of Thine Alwinted.
For a day in Thy courts is beUer than a thousand. I had rather be
a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness. For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield: the Lord will
g·ive gr<roe and glory: no good thing will He withhold from !hem thot
walk uprightly. 0 Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that tmsteth in
Thee."-PsALM lxxxiv. 9-12.
Tms Psalm, dear friends, .should be designated a Temple Psalm. It
is the Psalm which suits Temple worship. It is the language of that
man whom God has chosen and set apart for Himself, called by His
grace, quickened by His Spirit, washed in the atoning blood, clothed
with the eternal righteousness of Christ, and given a place amongst
His Own sons and daughters. Such an one is a true worshipper, God
in His grace has so made him. We cannot make ourselves worshippers.
We may number ourselves among the worshippers, we may with them
bow the knee, and close the eye, and uplift the hands, and repeat the
words or sing the hymns, but we cannot, dear hearers, make ourselves
acceptable worshippers, true worshippers in God's sight, because He
requires the heart. It is with the heart not only that a man believeth
unto righteousness, but it is with the heart that he worships a righteous
God. The heart is the whole man in God's sight and therefore let us
look to our hearts. If our hearts are not right with God we are not
worshippers of God otherwise than nominal worshippers, and I do not
know anything much more solemn than to be an outside worshipper,
to take holy words upon the lips whilst the heart is far from God. May
God deliver us from such hypocrisy, one and all. This Psalm, I repeat,
is the language of a true worshipper-one whom God has constituted
a worshipper. God delights in worship; in fact, He has made His
people for ever that He might for ever have a worshipping people. He
has not only saved His people, you understand, from thl\ wrath to
come, not only saved them from the accusations of conscience, and
delivered them from the dominion of sin, from the paw of the lion and
the bear, and from the power of the devil, the kingdom of darkness,
but He has by His grace made them kings and priests unto Himselfkings and priests, or a royal priesthood. No lower dignity than that
has God conferred upon the merest newborn babe in Christ to-night;
for since the sinner is, by grace, born again, he is thereby a worshipper;
he is thereby a priest; he is thereby a king. God's people are all of
them thus graced in the day of their birth, of their new birth.
" How amiable," said then the worshipper in our Psalm, " are Thy
tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts." He is no novice, you see, in this happy
occupation of a worshipper. He is accllstomed to the courts of God's
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Presence, to the place where God's honour dwelleth, where God speaks,
and speaks comfortably, to His people, saying unto each one of them:
" Be of good cheer, your sins, which be many, are forgiven you. I am
thy salvation." How amiable, how beautiful in the soul's estimation
is,the court of Jehovah's Presence. Even down here these outer
courts of His Presence how holy they are, how Heavenly, how Divine'.
How good it is to be brought into them, feelingly, consciously, to be
brought in, into the Court, the immediate Presence of our Saviour and
our God, and to commune with Him as it were face to face; to hear
Him say unto us: "Let Me see thy face, let Me hear thy voice, for thy
face is sweet; thy countenance is comely." The Lord takes pleasure
in the work of His Own hands. His people are very beautiful in His
sight, truly lovely in His eyes. He has made them so; His work is
perfect. His grace is all-sufficient to convert the vilest of sinners into
the most lovely of saints; and, dear friends, I take it the key of this
latter part of the Psalm is consciousness of this, for you notice in the
opening words of our text the Psalmist appeals to God, saying: "Behold, 0 God, our Shield, and look upon the face of Thine Anointed."
I know some dear commentators take these words one way and others
otherwise, I incline myself to consider that the Shield is none other
than Christ, " Behold, 0 God, our Shield," for if He be not our Shield,
children of God, who is, who is our Shield 1 I know not. No other
Refuge have I known, I have confidence in none other. Christ is All
in this matter to shield me, to defend me, from the arrows of Divine
wrath, and from the burning fiery darts of the wicked one. Christ is
my sufficient Shield, He comes as it were between me and all that is
against me, whether my foes be temporal or spiritual-they are all
subject to His sovereign power. Therefore my heart's langnage is: "I
will trust and not be afraid," or if there come times when the heart
does tremble, then this resolve of the Psalmist: "What time I am
afraid, I will trust in Thee," Christ my Shield. And so the Psalmist
appeals to God that He would look upon this Blessed One, the Shield
of His people-look upon Him, gaze upon Him, be satisfied with Him,
And the Father is delighted ever in This His Son. When we appeal
to God to look upon Jesus, oh,what a powerful prayer it is-how prevalent, how the Father ever delights to answer such desires in the hearts
of His people. "Oh, Heavenly Father, look upon Christ because He
is my Shield, because He is my Defender, He is my Salvation, He is my
Righteousness, He is my Refuge, He is All. Look upon Him, look not
upon me as I am, as I am in myself-a child, by nature, of wrath;
look upon Him my Head, and by looking upon Him look upon me,
look upon me as in Him; consider me as Thou hast constituted methe righteousness of God in Him." For He hath made Him, Who
knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him. The eye of the believer thus looks off to Jesus, and
the heart of the believer thus pleads with God the Father-" Look
upon Jesus," And the 'Father eyes His Blessed Son in all His beauty
and perfection, and views Him in consideration of the blood He shed,
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the righteousness He wrought out. God is well satisfied with all
who are found in Him. Is He righteous 1 So are His people. Is He
without blemish, without spot, without wrinkle or any such thing ~
So are His people. Is He accepted in the sight of the Father and ever
acceptable ~ His people are accepted in Him the Beloved. Contemplate, therefore, more habitually, beloved in Christ, what grace has
made you in your Head, in your Representative, in Him Who is at
the Father's Right Hand, God over all, blessed for ever. "Behold,
o God, our Shield, and look upon the face of Thine Anointed."
The second point we notice in connection with what the Psalmist
here has written is his experience-his experience. He says; "For
a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand" other days, any other
days, the best of other days, the brightest of other days. One day in
Thy courts is better than a thousand such. "A day in Thy courts "children of God, did you ever spend a day in His courts, a whole day,
I mean-twelve hours ~ A day in His courts-some of us would give
much to realize such a day of unchequered spiritual experience as
that. Some of us rejoice with exceeding great joy when the Lord
grants us an hour of unbroken fellowship with Himself in the courts
of His Presence, but" a day in Thy courts," a day in the Palace of the
King-not because it is a Palace, nor because it is the King's Palace,
but because of fellowship in the Palace with the King! "A day in
Thy courts "-the courts are nothing without the King's Presence;
Ilrdinances are nothing apart from the power of God's grace accompanying them. Christ in the power of the Holy Ghost inhabiting them, we
tune our songs, our earthly songs. But unless He Who inhabiteth the
praises of Israel actuate these songs they are as nothing. Oh, in our
hearts' experience" a day in Thy courts," a day of happy co=union
with Thee, there is nothing, nothing comparable unto it. A thousand
days out of co=union, a thousand days of formal worship, a thousand
days spent in thjl nominal service of the Lord-these all must go for
nothing in the reckoning when they are compared unto one day spent
in nearness of co=union with Him Whom our souls love. "Draw
Ple, we will run after Thee. Whom have I in Heaven but Thee, in the
Palace but Thee ~ What of these courts if they be termed royal
courts apart from the Royal Person Who dwells there ~ Draw me,
constrain me by Thy gracious Spirit, actuate me-my thoughts, my
desires, my petitions, my praises, my thanksgivings." Nor, dear
friends, in this respect only but in the daily walk and conversation, in
the occupations of our hands, all the day long. Worship is something
much more than gathering together as we this evening do; or resorting
to our chambers in private there to wait in fellowship upon God: our
daily occupations need to be sanctified by the Presence of God, by the
accompanying grace of God that we may serve Him and worship Him
in spirit and in truth whilst yet we fulfil what in the eyes of man may
appear to be but the meanest service. Worship-because God's
people are everywhere and always called to be worshippers in spirit
and in truth-needs, as I have said, enter into every detail and depart-
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ment of our daily lives and, therefore, " a day" may be spent in the
Lord's courts although we are fully occupied in discharging the duties
which Divine Providence has appointed us towards our fellow-man.
Just bear that in mind, dear friends, to-morrow and each morning.
AB-you live your times in the fear of God, may it be a standing petition
with you, and me also, " 0 Lord, keep me in Thy fear all the day long.
Lord, keep me or I shall go astray. Keep me, for I am prone to
wander from the God I love, keep me in Thy fear." Now" the fear
of the Lord is the bej:(inning of wisdom." We shall walk wisely if we
are kept in His fear all the day long; we shall walk prosperously too,
for we shall pe found walking humbly with our God and because such
great things are promised to the meek in spirit, to the poor in spirit,
to those who are little in their own eyes. These He will exalt. These
in their weakness shall be made strong, their sufficiency is the fulness
of God. All the promises belong to these, and you know that these
promises meet in Christ; they are all of them Yea and Amen to God's
glory by His people, His needy people. Blessed are ye poor, yours is
the Kingdom of Heaven. "As having nothing and yet possessing
all things." What a paradox this must be to reason, to the mind of
the unconverted, but to the child of God it is simple truth, clear as the
noonday sun. "As having nothing "-nothing in self, nothing in
sinful self, nothing in religious self, but in Him having all things. "I
have all and abound" is language that well becomes the humblest
truster in the Christ of God. "I have all in Thee and abound in
Thee." "A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand" spent
elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper, I would rather the meanest, humblest position just inside the door, which is the place where the
doorkeeper fulfils his duties-but he is inside. And so to take the
lowest place and the last,well becomes each sinner in his own experience.
He thinks it fits him best if mercy has brought him inside the fold of
salvation. Even just inside is a great salvation, but the Lord will not
make a doorkeeper of anyone of His people, the Lord will not put off
His people thus. He has provided a throne for each of them. He has
provided a harp for each of them. He has provided a song for each of
them. He has provided a crown for each of them. He has provided
a kingdom for each of them. Oh, what are these things that pass
man's understanding 1 Truly," eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him." "I had rather be a doorkeeper in
the House of my God "-my God, you see, however humble the
believer through grace may become, he will yet retain his claim upon
God, " my God." And the greater includes the less. If he have the
living God for his God, he shall lack no manner of thing that is good.
(To be concluded.)
" WHO ever hardened himself against the Lord and prospered 1 "Oanon A. R. Faussel.

r
The Gospel Magazine

70

OUR OMNIPOTENT JEHOVAH.

A

SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, BY THE LATE

REv. W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.,

ON JANUARY 1ST, 1847.

" Is anything too hard for the Lord? "-GENESIS ,,-'Viii. 14.
WE have been permitted to meet together, brethren, according to our
annual custom, and for the seventh time we record the name of the
Lord in this place, at the opening of a new year. With humility and
thankfulness we desire His presence in the midst of us at this time.
I have been in the habit on these occasions of directing your minds to
the solemnity of the season; for I believe that, as these periods return,
they bring with them solemnizing thoughts to the mind of a reflecting
man. If I dare trust myself, I could bring before you that which
I think would furnish you with a profitable subject for study and
reflection. But in looking at what is gone by, I feel that memory
travels fast enough; we need say but little; we would spare you, and
we would spare ourselves.
We desire that the portions of Scripture, that we bring before you
on these occasions, may be fixed upon your minds. We do not say
that we can impress them; but we ask God to infix these portions
deeply and impressively on all your hearts. They are chosen prayerfully, and with a desire that, during the current year, or during such
part of it as we may see, for "we know not what a day may bring
forth," we may be enabled to roll ourselves upon the portion that the
Lord has given us, and have many a satisfying meal at the hand of a
gracious God, when the poor soul is desiring its health, or hungering
for its comfort. Those members of the congregation who are in the
habit of attending on these occasions, will remember the texts that
have been brought under their notice from time to time. They have
been such ~s present the Lord to us, in some of those precious and
sweet relatIOns, in which He stands to His dear people in Christ Jesus.
We have from time to time endeavoured to lay before you a little
text that may bring before your mind some of the Lord's precious
attributes or perfections; or some little word, that may lead you to
see what a privilege it is for a child of God to have a Covenant God
to go to. We know that the Lord has been pleased to make these
little crumbs of comfort very precious to many of His dear people, in
the various scenes and circumstances in which, in the providence of
God, they have been placed through the year. With this view, I
have taken for our consideration the text that has now been read
to you.
You remember the circumstances under which it was spoken to th0
Lord's servant. God had made a promise to Abraham, which we
read this day, in the 17th chapter of Genesis. He had said that He
was going to do a thing improbable, highly improbable. He was
beginning to. handle what men would call impossibilities; and, poor
man, when he sees God going into the department of improbabilities
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and impossibilities, he thinks that God is such an one as himseH;
and thus we find Abraham and Sarah gazing, as it were, at the Lord's
trial of His strength, and these servants of God seemed to think that
the Lord had met His match; that it was a hard thing for Him to
do. After Sarah had been laughing within herseH at the very thought
of such an inlpossibility, the Lord speaks to her husband, and through
him conveys the rebuke to her-" Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
-so that He at once brings before her and her husband His own
character, His own prerogative, one of His own attributes: "Is
anything too hard for the Lord 1" I would desire, brethren, to
speakFirst, of the great truth that is contained in that question.
Secondly, I would endeavour to show the bearing of that truth on
the interests and circumstances of the Lord's people.
Thirdly, I would endeavour to bring your minds, as the Lord shall
permit me, to the consideration of the practical use which we should
make of this great and precious truth.
May the Lord the Spirit give His blessing to the Word! May the
Lord the Spirit give power to him who stands before you, to speak
the Word, to the glory of the name of our Covenant Jehovah, Father,
Son, and Spirit, for Christ's sake.
A great truth is implied in the question-" Is anything too hard for
the Lord 1" If translated, it means merely this, nothing is too hard
for the Lord. Thus He seems to lay bare the attribute of His omnipo·
tence, His prerogative to exercise universal sway and dominion over
creatures, over circumstances (circumstance is His creature), over all
these things that we are too apt to think independent even of the
Lord's grasp. I shall not say a great deal upon this part of the subject,
because it has lately come under our consideration. For the last
four Sabbath days we have been dwelling upon the 1st verse of the
17th chapter of this book, where God tells Abraham to look at the
stars, the earth, the large region of creation, and then says to him" I am the Almighty God "-you are well off, as My servant-look
around you-it is all Mine; I can take all these things, and bend
them, and mould them; they are all subordinate to My will; I can
bring them all into subserviency, for the good of the humblest, the
weakest of the dear children of My Covenant and loved family."
" Is anything too hard for the Lord 1" The Lord asks Abraham
this question at a time when Sarah seemed to have doubted His power.
We merely say upon it, that the omnipotence of the Lord is a
tremendous attribute. He is able to take His creatures, and use them
as He pleases, in reference to any individual. I mean that He can
take the world, if he pleases, and shape it, and mould it, and bring
all its circumstances to bear upon any special, particular interest and
case. The Word tells us, " All things work together for good to them
that love God." Looking at it in its largest fulness, the declaration
means this, that God can take every heart here, and make it beat in
unison towards anyone of the weakest of these little children; He
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can make all the arrangements of men in this city work for good to
anyone of these little children; He can take the whole world, and
shape it, and mould it, and bring it into subserviency to anyone of
these little children, if He please. No doubt we all say, what a precious
attribute is this! Which of us ministers of the Gospel has not had
to do with ignorant people, people who have no knowledge of God
in the Covenant of grace, who speak of the Almighty God, tell us of
what He can do-which of us, as ministers of the Gospel, or as Christian
friends, has not been pained when we have had to take that attribute,
to lay it bare before them, and to show them that the same attribute
that is a shield to the Lord's people is an attribute of tremendous
lightning, that can come against the soul, the body, all the circumstances of an ungodly man; so that it is a two-edged weapon: it
speaks nilghtily to the people of God, and it speaks mightily to those
who are not the people of God.
What is the reason that there is such an instinctive shrinking from
the view of God, when He lays bare His power 1 It is that man is
not acquainted with Him in the Covenant of grace. The Christless
man; the man who has never felt the soothing drops of the blood of
Jesus must instinctively shrink from the laying bare of the power of
the Lord. If we could imagine such a scene as this, that an individual
should be allowed to see the whole artillery of heaven; that he should
be made to stand whilst the thunders of the Lord should roll over his
head, and whilst God should dart his lightnings from His quiver,
the man would quake, as he should see the fragments of this material
creation splintering around him; as he should see the flashing of the
lightnings, as he should hear the sound of the thunders, the crackling
of the elements; and, think you what would his feeling be 1 He
would feel that he was too near tremendous Deity, he would feel that
one of those splinters might fall on his head, and crush him to the
earth.
You remember it was not such large demonstrations of power; it
was not Sinai thUhderings and lightnings, but it was merely the consciousness that man was very near to a Power that had infinite resources
in His hand, that made the Apostle Peter fall down at the feet of
J esus, saying, " Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." He
felt that he had come near a Being of another order; One Who had
the deep itself in His hand, as well as the fishes of the deep, and so
his mind reasoned rapidly; he felt that he was within the reach; the
grasp of such an One, that could bring the world about his ears as
quickly as He could bring the fishes to his net. All this flashed across
his mind, and he felt startled, because he was a sinner.
Bear this in mind, that this attribute, which is everything to the
people of God, and in which they can take shelter in every time of
difficulty, saying, " Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 "-this same
attribute exhibits God in all the sternness of judgment, filling the
soul of the ungodly with exceeding terror and dismay.
We have now to speak of this great truth in its bearing upon the
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children of God. They, and they only, are the people to whom this is
a bright cloud; to all others it must be a dark cloud. There was a
very wonderful manifestation of the power of the Lord, when God
said, "Let there be light," and creation echoed back the word in
obedience unto Him-" There was light." But what does the Scripture of the New Testament tell us 1 It compares the work that is
wrought in the sinner's soul, to the work of creation. The Apostle
Paul says, in the 4th chapter of 2nd Corinthians, "God, Who com"
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ." The Apostle Peter reminds the people of God that they
had been called "out of darkness into His marvellous light." It is
thus that the Lord grapples with that power that had usurped authority
over the sinner's soul. Satan was the usurper, and the Lord manifests
His power in dethroning Satan.
We desire that you who are learning the Gospel, and you who know
the Gospel, may have this great truth impressed upon your minds,
that it was for this very work that He came, Who is called in the
9th of Isaiah, " The mighty God." "For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the Devil." Who
is Satan 1-" The god of this world." What does he do 1-He " blinds
the minds of them that believe not"; he" leads the people of this
world captive at his will." Now, it was to destroy him, of whom we
are also told that he has the power of death, that the Lord Jesus Christ
came; and no doubt it was in order that there might be an evident
demonstration of His having dethroned him, who had taken such
possession of the souls of God's people in their natural state that,
during His earthly ministry, He showed forth His power in ejecting
Satan from the bodies, as well as from the minds of men.
But, brethren, we desire to make some practical application of our
text to the circumstances of the congregation assembled within the~e
walls at this time. And we pray that the Lord may apply the Word
with power to your hearts. This passage has been selected for this
purpose, that it may be of practical use and practical comfort during
the coming year, or during such part of it as we may be permitted
to see. '¥hen we look around us, we ask who amongst us has not
known something of the sorrows and perplexities of life 1 We take
the aged, and if they were to begin to recount their histories they
could tell us of many dark, and deep, and trying passages through
which they have been brought. We turn to the young; they seem
to have the world before them-all beauty and all flowers-all fair,
and smooth, and easy. And it may be, brethren-it is-that in this
congregation there are some young members of it who have been
brought to put their lip to the bitter cup, and young though they be,
and at a time when it would seem as if all were to be sweet to them,
they have tasted some little of the bitternesses of life-a little foretaste
of what they shall have to pass through as they go further on; for it
was said by One Who is truth, " In the world ye shall have tribulation."
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Our text is everything to the children of God. Looking at their
spiritual course, what is it ~ When a man becomes a Christian he
becomes a warrior; the enemy will be very busy "ith him; he will
be the butt of Satan's shafts. What is a Christian called in Scripture 1
A soldier. How is his course described 1 It is spoken of as "The
good fight of faith." The man of God will have his temptations and
conflicts; he will have besetting corruptions, that are like so many
fiery darts in the breast; he cannot pluck them out, and as he attempts
it, the wound seems to be getting worse and worse. We may be
speaking in the hearing of some of God's children who would t.eJl us,
if they could only get rid of some one particular sin, they could go on
their way smoothly; but it is this that terrifies them; they fear lest
they should bring dishonour on their profession. There are others
who tell us of their besetting fears, fears as to their spiritual course,
fears as to what may be before them in the way of temptation, fears
that grieve the poor spirit. There are others who tell us of their
doubts, doubts as to God's truth-fearful doubts, that sometimes
arise in the mind. This is a little sketch of the Christian's course,
and what a word is this for him-" Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
He can give the strength that we need to grapple with the corruption,
whatever it may be; He can throw His shield over us in the hour of
temptation; He can give us wisdom to guide us in perplexity; the
Lord can do all this for His people.
God's children are cheered and comforted when they turn t<l the
Scriptures and read what God has done for His servants in every age.
They read, in the 12th of Acts, of the Apostle Peter being put into
prison; there guarded by four quarternions of soldiers; and afterwards delivered by the mighty power of God Himself. They turn t<l
the Old Testament Scriptures, and they find how God shut the lions'
mouths; how God made the sea to stand as a wall, till His ransomed
ones passed over; how God discomfited the enemies of His people by
His lightnings and hailstones; and all these things show them that
nothing is too hard for the Lord.
But then, there are other circumstances that we must take into
account iri man's complex life. Not only are there the spiritual triaIB
that some of us know well, but there is the every-day experience. If
every family here this day could come forward, and give a sketch of
its trials and difficulties, what histories we should have! I have
children, one would say, and these children are such a care to me;
I see them growing up unconverted, ungodly-the Word does not
seem to drop with power on their hard hearts; I tremble for their
souIB. Again, another would say, I see the poor, pale cheek of my
child; I fear it indicates that a worm is gnawing at that bud. Another
would tell us, there are mine growing up, going forward into the temptations of a world that is ready to seize them, and bring them into trouble.
What am I to do ~ Another would tell us, I have my relatives and
friends, as dear to me as my own soul, who are dead in trespasses and
sins. What am I to do 1 How am I to speak ~ How shall I lead
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them to lay hold on the things that conce~n their everlasting peace
before they are for ever hidden from their eyes? What does our
text say? There are many things too hard for us, but" Is anything
too hard for the Lord ? "
It is when we think of the Covenant relation in which Jehovah
stands to His people that we take comfort in such a word as this.
Children of God, think of the Father's love, His gratuitous, free,
spontaneous love to the chief of sinners-" Yea, He loved the people."
Plead it with Him; tell Him of His Own love-do not tell Him of
yours; tell Him what He has done for His people; tell Him that you
expect Him to do great things for you. Think pf the Saviour's precious
blood, and then ask-" Is anything too hard for the Lord ?" He
that came into your heart, and grappled with the deep-rooted prejudices, the old besetting sins that lodged in your heart as a servant of
Satan; He that took the precious blood, and sprinkled it upon your
heart-Is anything too hard for Him? Think of the Spirit's comfort :
He that has often spoken to you, child of God, and told you of the
Saviour's blood; told you that He is able to save to the uttermost
all that come unto God by Him; He that has given you faith to live
upon these precious truths; He that has done all this for you-Is
anything too hard for Him? Oh, may the Lord give to you who know
these things, faith to live upon them, to use them from day to day;
we do not say from year to year.
Let us address a word, in conclusion, to those who may say, You
have been speaking of all the good things that belong to the children
of God, but are there any hopes for me? Am I privileged to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ? Am I to take all those good things and
claim them as my own? Dear brethren, what is the sinner's warrant?
It is not any worthiness of his own; but it is the truth, the promise,
the faithfulness of a Covenant J ehovah, and the finished work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The man who has been brought by the Spirit of
God to believe the record which God has given of His Son, and who
asks those blessings through Jesus Christ, not for his own worthiness,
sake, but for the sake of Christ, is privileged to take the largest, the
richest treasures which the Lord bestows upon His people.
This is the word that we leave with you for the coming year, or for
such part of it as you may be permitted to see. May the Lord's Own
Word-man's word is nothing-but may the Lord's Own Word be
brought with power to your hearts, in many a season of conflict, and
in many an hour of difficulty. May you be enabled during the year
to roll yourselves upon the Lord, believing that nothing is too hard
for Him.
"IF the evidence in support of the doctrine of the everlasting
perdition of the wicked were not overwhelming, it never could have
become a part of the faith of the universal Church. And that doctrine
being once established on its own grounds, doubtful passages must
be interpreted in accordance with it."-Dr. O. Hodge on 1 Cor. xv. "28.
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SERMONETTES tOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
MADE TO DIFFER.
': For who maketh thee to differ from aMther? and what hast thou that
thou didstrwt receit'e? "-1 COR. iii. 7.
THE regenerated, well-taught clllldren of God know the answers to
these two questions. "Who maketh thee to differ from another? "
The answer is, God, in His sovereign grace. "What hast thou that
thou didst not receive?" The Christian replies, "Nothing! all to
Him I owe." It is God's call by grace that makes His children to
differ from others; not the choice and determination of their own
wills, but the being made willing in the day of His power (see Ps. cx. 3).
If they have been brought to exercise " repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts xx. 21), if they have learned
their own sinfulness, and need of a Saviour, and have heard His voice
in the Gospel, saying, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
man cometh unto the Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6), so that they
are tntsting only in Him for salvation, they owe all to His gracious
gifts, and putting forth of the power of His might. "No man cau
come to Me, except the Father wlllch hath sent Me draw Irim; and
I will raise Illm up at the last day," said the Lord Jesus, and then He
added, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught
of God. Every man therefore that bath heard, and hath learned 01
the Father, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 44, 45).
Such often wonder:
H

Why was I made to hear His voice,

And enter while there's room;
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?"
The only answer to tills inquiry is that it pleased God, in the riches
of His grace, to make them to differ, and this leads to true humility,
and removes all ground for glorying except in God alone, to Whom all
the praise and glory belong. Tills was the experience of the Apostle
Paul, who, as he Illmself tells us (1 Tim. i. 13), "was before a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy,
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief." "By the grace of God," he
said, " I am what I am" (1 Cor. xv. 10), and in Ills letter to "the
saints, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus," he reminds them, " By
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves ;
it is the gift of God; not of works, that no man should glory" (Ephes. ii.
8, 9, R.V.). Grace excludes all merit in the creature. It is the free
favour of God in Christ. Again, we say, how conducive tills is to true
humility before God, and to leading the believer to glory only in the
Lord as it is written (1 Cor. i. 30, 31), " Of Him (God) are ye in Chris1;
Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption; that, according as it is written, He
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." What a godly minister 01
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the eighteenth century wrote, as follows, well expresses the experience
of God's children:
"The more through grace myself I know,
The more content I am to bow,
And sink beneath thy cross;
To live by faith npon Thy blood,
To look to Thee for every good,
And count my gain but loss."
(Jolln 0 ennick.)
ALPHA AND OMEGA.
(Written for the Janua1'y Number.)
1927. A very blessed, peaceful, Ollristfull new year to each dear
reader! It is our privilege as believers to know that He Himself is
the beginning and the ending of time periods as well as of our spiritual
standing in Himself. He has been with us in the past, and He will be
with us to the end. "His love in time past forbids us to think He'll
leave us at last in trouble to sink." One of His titles is JehovahSha=ah, or rather, I should say, one of His names, and the sweet
meaning is, " The Lord is present," and signifies His abiding presence
with His people. So all our years are filled with His presence, His
provision, and His love; and all the details are in His sight and by
His own sovereign appointment. It is a comfort to know this, and
that the very bittemesses and distresses are so intermingled that they
all work together with the joys and the gladnesses for good. If we
have any penetration we see this constantly in daily providences
around us. We talk of the silver lining in clouds, and golden gleams
when darkness deepens at sunset. The vivid contrasts formed are
object parables to illustrate the exquisite delight of relief after pain,
peace after strife, love after aversion, the da1'kness itself tmnsmuted
into brightness, the dreariness itself formed into sweetness of CommunlOll.

The other morning, looking through the window, I saw fog which
obscured all view, and-the fog itself was 1'ose-coloured, formed by the
red sunrise behind. The thought came that our very clouds of life
are so suffused with the glory behind that we see rose colour instead
of grey blackness in our experience. The Sun of Righteousness shines
with such strength into our hearts that we forget the things behind,
forget the things that are, and see only the radiant shining of His face,
and this radiance transmutes all around into simply reflections of
Himself. For as we gaze on Him and live in Him, " beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the same image from
glory to glory." The fog conquered by the red rays of the glowing
rising sun, enfolded in ita effulgence, became itself a rosy cloud, dispersing eventually into sunshine. Oh, to know Him, and with Spiritquickened life to bask in the warmth of the Sun of Righteousness,
though in the wilderness. "The eyes unveiled to that eternal day
6
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behold Him there," and the promise is fulfilled, "The desert shall
blossom as the rose."
~ Well, knowing all these things, knowing Him amidst all, whether we
look backward or forward, "all our times are in His hand." The
pierced, tender, strong hand of the Beloved holds thee, dear child of
God, and all thy concerns-nothing too small or trivial for His notice
or His interest, since they concern thee.
The Christ-assurance thrice repeated, " I am Alpha and Omega, the
first and the last," is ours for time and eternity, in grace and in glory.
1927 will begin with Christ and in Christ, and 1927 will end in Christ
and with Christ, whether it be' on earth or on "the other side," or
caught up unto Him in the clouds. For there is no separation ITom
His love or Himself. He is our life, and He declared, " I am glorified
in tMIn." "The beginning and the ending, the first and the last."
In the beginning" I was set up from everlasting from the beginning,
or ever the earth was." "When He appointed the foundations of
the earth: then I was by Him as one brought up with Him: and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him: rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; and my delights were with the sons of
men" (Prov. viii. 29-31). The plan of salvation was covenanted in
eternity bifore the foundation of the world, covenanted in Christ. He
hath chosen us in Him. "Ye know that ye were redeemed . . . with
the precious blood of Christ . . . Who verily was foreordained before
the foundation of the world." "The Lamb slain from the foundation
ol the world." Times were planned for you and for me, " a time to be
born and a time to die." Christ the beginning is the ending, the
assurance of everlasting life. He began and He will finish. There
is no unfinished work with God.
•, The work whilst His goodness began
The arm of His strength will complete."
He is not the beginning to be just so long as your life and works
are in accord with His glory. He will carry on and perfect His commenced and finished work in Christ. He will leave none of His work
unfinished. All His work is perfect. The cry, the triumphant cry, on
Calvary was, "It.-is-finished." "None can pluck them out of
My hand." No, dear fearing child of God, fear not. For H,'.s Name's
sake He will hold thee fast and never let thee go, Cling to Him in the
power of the Holy Spirit, and remember at the same time, it is not thy
clinging, but His holding.
The expression in Revelation, " The Throne of God and of the Lamb,"
has often been unspeakable comfort to my own soul, and I would fain
comfort the dear trembling ones with the comfort wherewith I myself
am comforted of God. "In the midst of the throne . . . stood a Lamb
as it had been slain" (Rev. v. 6). "The Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them and shall lead them unto living fountains
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears ITom their eyes" (Rev.
vii. 17).. To think of Him Who died for us, Who lives for us, being on
the thrpne, Who will own us there! We read of " the great multitude

,
•

,
•

,

•

The Gospel Magazine

79

which no man can number standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in their hands." . . .
" What are these which are arrayed in white robes," asked one; "and
whence came they 1" " . . . These are they which . . . have washed
theu: robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." "Wash
me and I shall be whiter than snow," prayed David. Whiter than
snow indeed, in the blood of the Lamb!
"In this raiment white as snow

The ransomed sing,
They pass along with music and with song
And joy their diademTo God's fair city wends this glorious throng
And Je8'l.<S walks with them."
Yes, " the Lamb is all the. glory of Immanuel's land," and all the joy.
He is coming very soon. All these terrifying events all over the
world, I need not detail them; we all know and feel the signs of the
times. They are but the signs of His approach. In the meantime,
dear reader, the time is very short for witness. May we, whose eyes
have been opened by the Holy Spirit to see our sinfulness and need,
and who know the joy of His exceeding love, proclaim by life and lip
and pen the preciousness of that great redeeming, joy-giving, eternal
love! For oh, there is so much sin and sadness and sorrow and despair
and weariness, yes, and groping after truth. There are many dazzled
by the brilliant meteors who are longing to see clearly. May we be
His witnesses to help His seeking people and His distressed people.
Dear child of God, " The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing that- ye may abound in hope through the power of the
Holy Ghost." The God of hope: He is ever holding before the eyes
of His people bright visions of the future, yes, and of the present, in
Christ. Fill you, satisfy you, what with 1 All joy and peace in
believing: not one joy, or two joys, or many joys, but all joy and all
peace in believing. For what reason 1 "That ye may abound in
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost." Our God bestows His
gifts lavishly, royally, without stint. Note the ascending scale: fill,
all, abound! Not a flickering hope, which is just alive and no more.
No, but abounding! "Christ in you the hope of glory." "Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ." Note the linking, "the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ," infinite power and infinite love and tenderness. Think of the name, "our Saviour Jesus Christ." Take each
name separately: Saviour Jesus-" He shall save His people from
their sins." Christ-the anointed One!
So we " abound in hope" as we gaze on " God our Saviour and Lord
Jesus Christ, which is our hope" (1 Tim. i. 1). Love's compulsion,
which drew Him down that we might be drawn up with Him, and
Love's compulsion, which fixes our longing gaze and desire on Himself,
the Alpha and Omega in grace and -in glory.
N
E'ITlE.
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WORKING AND BELIEVING.
No doubt we have all noticed from our own or other people's experience
that grief and apprehension are not at their worst while there is anything to do. When we can only sit or look, or walk up and down
wondering and waiting, what is there then to bear the spirit up 1
But if something comes along that has to be done, the oppression is at
once lightened, either by the very diversion itself or with the springing
up of hope that help and comfort are at hand, or at least on the way.
So we may be sure that when the soldiers of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram,
and the King of Edom got orders to make the valley full of ditches,
they did so with all the might that their thirst had left them. It
was a help to be working, apart from the fact that the prophet had
promised that plenty of water would fill the place, plenty according
to the measure of God. They worked till it was dark. The night
came, wore on and away, but the ditches were still dry, and where
was the Lord God of Elisha 1 That would be the question which
filled the heart of every warrior who as a true Jew waited for the Lord.
It was easy enough to dig, it was not so easy to wait and believe. And
it was not until the time of the morning sacrifice, when the lamb was
being offered, that the water appeared and flowed before them, and
secured the salvation of Israel, the destruction of their enemies. It
was with the sacrifice that the refreshing came, as it does now to the
people of God when more or less consciously they see that all their
hope is in Jesus. He is the One with Whom God is well pleased. It
is not in the Revelation only, in the last or coming experience of the
saints, that they overcome through the blood of the Lamb. It is in
every victory that they learn of the blessed Spirit that it is God Who
spared not His Own Son, Who gives them freely all things. It was
at the time of the evening sacrifice that the Lord answered and vindicated His servant Elijah and regarded his strong crying and prayers.
Could he have so ardently prayed if there had been with him no fear
that perhaps after all the fire of God would fail to descend? But he
was heard in that he feared. How helpless he was to reach the altar
of God, helpless as the Hebrew youths to stay the heat of the flames.
1'hey could do nothing but abandon themselves to Him, and it may
be that in their" yet if not" we have not so much a wavering of their
faith as a conviction that the Lord's will and wisdom are to be trusted,
come what may. I was just wondering if, looking into the experiences
of the Old Testament saints, it would be possible to find a deepening
of their knowledge and trust, a going on from grace to grace. Noah
might say that it was easier to begin and go on with the building of the
Ark than to sit in it and wait at the end of the hundred years, harder
still when the dove had gone, to wait still helplessly shut in. It was
happy for Manoah and his wife to run to and fro with their service and
sacrifice, but before the Lord left them they were silent before Him,
on their faces worshipping while He only did wondrously. Even
Solomon was amazed that God in very deed would dwell with men;
and when he stood before all Israel, triumphant in the completion of
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the tempie, he could only plead and pray, " 0 Lord God, turn not away
the face of Thine anointed, remember the mercies of David Thy
servant." Then the fire of God descended and accepted his offering.
God it was Who worked in all of them to will and to do of His good
pleasure, bringing them all, after they had wrought such deliverances
in the earth, to find in Himself their only hope, and to know the depth
of His loving mercy, the fulness of His forgiveness, the gentleness of
His parental .care and providing. He was the God of all comfort as
well as of all power and might. He was the God Who answered their
prayers. He was the everlastin~g Father and Prince of peace, and
as such He came and taught the people, moved with pity for their
ignorance and want. He said to His disciples, "Make the men sit
down "-that was all they need do-and they sat down at His feet
to receive His word, and of His bread they ate till they had enough
and some to take home. And still He says to His disciples, "Make
the men sit down," as on His Own Lord's Day they taste of His bounty
and see the multiplyings of His kindness, and take away twelve baskets
full, one of providence and one of grace for each day in the week. Is
that so ~
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE WORD MADE FLESH.
" And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth."-JoHN i. 14.
" Therefore also that holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God."-LuKE i. 35.
THERE are three great, costly, and eternal foundation truths of our
most holy faith: the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The gates-that is, the counsels and
the powers-of hell have hurled their malice against these truths in
vain. The floods of error have sought to wash them away. The
wisdom of men has tried to undermine them. But they have resisted
every attack, and will stand for ever.
Of these the Crucifixion stands out as the most prominent. The
circumstances attending it are too manifest to allow any attempt to
deny it. Therefore, the great enemy, knowing that the fact itself
cannot be explained away, seeks to undermine the virtue of the Atonement by a denial of the Godhead of the Person Who died.
The Resurrecticm of the Lord Jesus Christ is more directly denied,
owing to the fact that there were no human witnesses of its occurrence.
No human eye saw the Almighty Conqueror break the bands of death,
and therefore Satan and his ministers, including the modern teachers
of the" higher criticism," the more fiercely assail the record.
But these thoughts are even more true of the Incarnation. The
nature of the subject itself forbids any unhallowed freedom of tongue
or pen; and any attempt to refer to it, however reverently and
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tenderly, is checked by the consciousness of one's utter sinfulne88 and
unfitne88. It is therefore not surprising that it should be a88ailed by
Satan and his servants. Just as God chose angels to proclaim the
birth of His Son, so Satan uses his slaves to deny it.
But we shall find, for this very reason, that the Holy Spirit has
made abundant provision in the Word for repelling their attacks; and
we must always go to the Word for our weapons. Jesus Himself did
so when He disarmed Satan in the wilderness. It is by the Word, as
opened to us by its Author, that we learn truth; and by the Word
we must meet error.
The mystery of godliness is that two natures became united, without
confusion, in One Person; infinite Deity and real humanity. Many
persons saw that flesh in which God was manifested who perceived
not God manifested in the flesh. The" Father of eternity" (Isaiah
ix. 6) became an Infant of days. The Prince of life died.
The whole of this truth is for our humble faith, and not to be
subjected to the proud reason of man. All unveilings of truth are
made from heaven to earth, and not from earth to heaven. "The
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom"; and
in the same manner are all veils rent as God reveals Himself to man.
The unhumbled reasonings of men try to explain what cannot be
fathomed; and, failing this, proceed to deny what they cannot understand. But faith and love reply, " Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord has made
known unto us."
In this spirit let us now draw near; and we shall find that the
infallible testimony of the Holy Spirit, as given to us in the Word
He inspired, is carefully guarded against all possibility of error. The
details are given with a fulness that suggests to a gracious mind the
vitality of the teaching. We shall find that the revelations of Holy
Writ that present to our faith the great mystery of godliness are given
in language that bears the mark -of their heavenly origin.
This unsearchable mystery is to be traced to its source, made by
God the Father in the ruined Eden: "And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and HER SEED; it shall
brnise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel." In the fuller light
of the later Scriptures we learn the meaning of this initial prophecy.
This Eden prophecy foreshadows every attack that Satan has ever
made upon the Seed of the woman. When Pharaoh sought to destroy
the Hebrew babes; when Herod slew the male babes (but not The
Babe) of Bethlehem; when Judas sold his Master; when Pilate condemned Him to death; when Herod" proceeded to take Peter also" ;
when Nero beheaded Paul; when Rome lighted the martyr-fires in
England: they were "all flllfilling this prophecy.
This earliest prophecy, therefore, gives us the germ of a truth that
has been unfolding itself to this day, and foreshows the malice of the
serpent, not only against the Person of the Son of God, but also against
the doctrine of the Virgin Birth.
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One knows the prevalence of holy awe when reading Psalm cx:xxix.
13---16. This was written when the Psalmist was realizing that his
Creator was conversant with the whole period of his existence from
its origin. Yet humble faith reads here the origin of " that holy thing "
that 'should be born of Mary at the appointed time.
The records of the " mystery of godliness" in the New Testament
Scriptures yield some remarkable features, claiming our reverent
attention.
Matthew traces the descent from Abraham through forty-two
generations. In so doing he uses the word" begat" thirty-nine times,
and then writes: "Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom (feminine)
was born Jesus, who is called Christ." He also states that Joseph
was assured that " that which was begotten in her was of the Holy
Ghost"; and that all was done to fulfil the detailed prophecy of
Isaiah.
The account given by Luke is more full than that of Matthew. He
states that he " had perfect understanding of all things from the very
ji;rst." This remark, even apart from its inspiration, challenges all
contradiction, and manifests an express design. It admits only one
inference, especially when we remember that Luke was a physician.
Most evidently the wisdom of God selected the most suitable pen to
record the conversation between Mary and Elizabeth, and to write
their songs.
When we come to the testimony of John, we have the Incarnation
in another aspect. There are in his first chapter fifteen titles of Christ.
The first is The Word, declaring His Godhead: the last is the Son of
Man, declaring His humanity: the middle one is " the Lamb of God."
Could anything be more exquisitely beautiful !
It is here that the forces of truth and of error meet in conflict. All
the lines of truth meet in the Person of Jesus: all error, of every
degree, is aimed against Him. All the malice of Satan is concentrated
here. Oh, that all our lowly love and gratitude may likewise find its
home here! And Oh, that all our zeal might spend its loving energy
in uplifting Him, and in bearing our faithful testimony against all
teaching that dishonours the Person of Jesus !
Whatever the plan of the attacks of Satan, whether his plots against
the Church, his subtle craft in his ministers, or his fierce attacks in
our souls in our darker hours, his object is ever the same-to dishonour
Jesus and to wound US who love Him. But as our faith is by almighty
grace founded upon His glorious Person and His finished work, we
shall endure every shock, and stand secure in Him for ever.
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
" WHAT an horrible thing is sin; that no other thing would remedy
and pay the ransom for it, but only the blood of our Saviour Christ!
There was nothing to pacify the Father's wrath against man, but
such an agony as He suffered."-HuGH LATIMER.
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GlUt Woullg follu;' lPage.
GREAT JOY.
MANY great things are spoken of in the Scriptures. You read of great
grace, great love and great power, but I wonder if my young readers
have noticed that the words" great joy" occur seven times in the
New Testament alone. The Lord wishes His people to be joyful. You
will remember that the night before His death upon the Cross for
sinners the Lord Jesus said to His disciples-" These things have I
spoken unto you that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full." The words" great joy" are used twice in connection
with the birth of the Lord Jesus. The angel said to the shepherds" I bring you good tidings of great joy." The good news of the birth
of " the Saviour of the world" does indeed bring" great joy" to the
hearts of all who receive the message, and has done ever since the good
tidings were first made known. And the " great joy" continues as
we realize increasingly how great is our need, and how fully and
completely He has met that need. Well may we sing of His precious
NameH

'Tis music in the sinner's ears,

'Tis life, and health, and peace."
It is interesting to notice that the words are used in connection with
the wise men as well as the shepherds. They seemed to be just starting
on the road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, when the "great joy"
came to them, for we read in Matt. ii. 10, " When they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."
The words are also used twice in connection with our Lord's glorious
Resurrection. Matthew tells us that when the Angel had finished
telling the dear women the wonderful news, "they departed quickly
from the sepulchre with fear and great joy." And hearts of believers
are still experiencing great joy in the knowledge that
11

Dea.th is conquered, ma.n is free;

Christ hath won the victory."
(See also Luke xxiv. 22.)
The next use of the words has to do with the progress of the Lord's
work in Samaria as recorded in Acts viii. Philip had preached Christ
unto the people, and the Lord had worked many miracles by His
servant, and as we read that" the people with one accord gave heed unto
those things which Philip spake," it is no wonder that the 8th verse
runs, " And there was great joy in that city." So has it ever been
since when unmistakable evidences of the mighty working of the Holy
Spirit are manifested.
Further on in the Acts of the Apostles (xv. 3) we read, " They caused
great joy unto the brethren." The instruments used by God in this
case to bring sinners to Himself were Paul and Barnabas, who related
how God had used them to the conversion of the Gentiles. When
we go to a missionary meeting, we long to hear of conversions in heathen
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lands, and as a true missionary relates how' the Lord has used him,
his hearers experience the same great joy.
The last use of the words is in the lovely little Epistle to Philemonthe 7th verse. The Apostle Paul was able to say to his friend-" We
have great joy and consolation in thy love." How beautiful must his
life have been! May all my young readers who have been brought to
the Fold by the Good Shepherd know more day by day of the" great
joy" referred to in the Scriptures.

E. A. H.
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in fllemoriam.
THE LATE REV. J. W. DANCE.
IT is our painful duty to have to chronicle in our pages the death
of the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Brighton. From a letter dated Jan. 9th,
we learn that our highly·esteemed friend was " taken ill on the morning of the Sabbath, Jan. 2nd, and died early on the 5th." The sad
news came as a great shock to us. We had two letters from him
on two of the closing days of the old year. He then said that he
was "tolerably" well and spoke of the roses blooming in his garden
as a proof that it was not so cold in Brighton as in some parts of the
country.
Now the startling news has reached us that he is no longer numbered
amongst the "Church militant here in earth." The fact is very
solemnizing.
Mr. Dance was ordained to the ministry of the Church of England
many years ago. For a long period of years he ministered very
acceptably to the congregation who gathered in St. Luke's Church,
Leamington. He was an Evangelical of the old decided school. He
would never preach in a Church unless he was permitted to wear
the black gown. Four years ago he left St. Luke's, Leamington, and
settled at Brighton, and while there he ministered the Gospel at
Providence Chapel, Church Street, Brighton, but his name appeared
in Crockford as a clergyman of the Church of England, to which
Chmch he was warmly attached, though he was altogether out of
sympathy with the Anglo-Catholicism and Modernism which had
gained so firm a foothold within its borders, despite the Reformation
and Evangelical principles of its Formularies and Articles. Our kind
correspondent says of Mr. Dance, " He had just completed four years'
ministry at Providence Chapel, Church Street, Brighton-a ministry
that had been much blessed to lovers of God's Word and those who
seek to walk in the old paths. We ask your prayers, and those of the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that the great Shepherd Himself
will be in our midst, and that He will send another under-shepherd
to take the oversight of that part of the one flock, which has worshipped
so many years at Providence. It was opened in 1805 by the Rev. W.
Huntington. The first Pastor was the Rev. W. I. Brook, and he
was followed by the Revs. John Vinall, John Grace, Thomas Bayfield,
Thomas Lawson, Thomas Martin, and then by our friend, J. W.
Dance. Dear old Dr. Doudney was often found there when visiting
Brighton."
In July last we had some Christian fellowship with Mr. Dance at
the house of a mutual friend at Croydon on the occasion of the marriage
of our friend's daughter. In the week following we again met at
the opening of the John Hazelton Memorial, erected at the Hornsey
Rise Home of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Mr. Dance on that
occasion read the Scriptures at the meeting, held under the presidency
of Sir Thomas Inskip, the Solicitor-General.
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Some years ago Mr. Dance contributed some articles to the pages
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and he was a regular reader of its pages,
and held the truths for which the Magazine stands.
We deeply sympathize with his widow and family in this great
and- heavy sorrow. Mr. Dance took a warm interest in the work
of the Trinitarian Bible Society and was one of its Vice-presidents.
We deeply grieve that his ministry on earth is ended, but we are
assured that all is well with him whom the Lord has now seen fit to
gather to "the Home of God's elect." The prayers of our readers
are requested not only for his congregation, but also for his dear wife
and family.
We append the following letter from a highly-esteemed friend :" January, 12th, 1927.
" DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" You will doubtless have heard the sad news of the Homecall of
our mutual friend, the Rev. J. W. Dance, which occurred early on
Wednesday morning, 5th inst., in the sixty-fourth year of his age.
" He preached his last sermon at 'Providence' on Thursday evening, December 30th, thus completing exactly four years' ministry in
Brighton.
.. For about twenty-eight years he laboured in Leamington as the
faithful Pastor of St. Luke's Church. Towards the close of that
period and with health declining, it was borne in upon him that his
work there was finished and he accepted an invitation, affectionately
extended to him by the deacons, from the Church at 'Providence'
Independent Chapel, Brighton, to become their Pastor.
" By the inwrought teaching of the Holy Spirit he knew that' without controversy, great is the mystery of Godliness,' and his chief
concern was to preach the 'unsearchable riches of Christ,'-laying
the sinner low and exalting his glorious Redeemer, the Lord Jesus,
as the only way of salvation.
"After considerable prosperity and blessing in earlier years at
Leamington, he was brought to experience and pass through a period
of spiritual leanness which greatly tried and troubled him. But the
Lord graciously used His dear servant again, and at Brighton gave
him many tokens of His favour, blessing him with seals to his ministry.
He grew in the esteem and affection of his people at 'Providence,'
an unfettered people walking in the liberty of the Gospel, holding
fast the 'form of sound words' and loving a pure Gospel unmixed
and undiluted. This our late dear friend and brother, enlightened
by the Holy Spirit, delighted to proclaim, and from his earliest days
at Brighton he felt such heart-union with those who gathered at
, Providence' that he could never speak of them without expressions
of love and of gratitude to the Lord.
" On Monday, 10th inst., the mortal remains of our brother were
laid in the grave at Preston Cemetery, Brighton, there to await the

-1

88

The Gospel Magazine

dawn of the Resurrection Day. His redeemed spirit, freed from the
encumbrances and infirmities of the body, is with Christ.
" The Rev. F. C. Lovely, Secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society,
conducted, in the beautiful language of the Church of England office,
the funeral service in Providence Cbapel, and gave an impressive
address from the words, 'Thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory.' Two hymns, chosen for the occasion by the late Pastor,
were sung: the first, ' Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep,' and the second,
• Jesus lives! No longer now.'
" The Church was filled to overflowing by a congregation of sympathetic mourners, very many of whom were afterwards able to follow
to the grave side to hear the comforting and triumphant notes of the
committal sentences and bid a last adieu to all that was mortal of their
beloved friend and Pastor.
" Himself a life-long reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Mr. Dance
was known to many of its subscribers, and friends far and near will
feel an aching gap at his removal. Their sympathy will go out to
the sorrowing widow and bereaved daughters, and prayer will be
made on their behalf that the Lord may in their case fulfil His gracious
promise and be a Husband to the widow and a Father to the fatherless. Your readers will, I am sure, also remember at the Throne of
grace the stricken Church and people of 'Providence,' Brighton.
" , The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the
Name of the Lord.'
"With warmest Christian regards,
"Yours sincerely,

•
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"J. C. D."
~otteaponlJence.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Could our helpers see the look of gratitude on the
faces of those who receive our books and magazines for reading when
far away at sea, they would be amply repaid for all the kind help
afforded to the book-mission. In these solemn days when plenty of
different "gospels" are being substituted for the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God, we are able to rejoice, through the Lord's mercy,
in scattering the eternal truth amongst our men on sea and land.
One says he would not know how to go on with his work without
our literature, and another tells how rejoiced the men are to have a
bag of books. We shall value all the kind help our friends can give
us, and parcels of magazines and books sent Carriage Paid to us at
this address will be heartily welcomed.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, January, 1927.
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1DuH£ltant li3eacon.
WHAT I DID NOT FIND.
·(Being Chapter V of My Pilgrimage to Lourdes, by J. A. Kensit.)
" They have taken away my Lord and I know not where they have laid
Him."-MARY MAGDALENE.
THUS far we have spoken of the things seen at Lourdes, but we pause
for a moment to say a word as to what we did not see. We did not
see anywhere a copy of God's Word-surely a noteworthy and most
significant thing. The Bible is an unknown book in this place of
idolatry. There are rows of religious stores, and these are well stocked
with rosaries, medals, scapulars, models of the Grotto, tins for the
water, and much else, but not a corner is given for a Bible. The shops
stock what is saleable, and no one would dream of asking to be supplied
with a copy of God's Word. The pilgrims can buy from an extensive
choice-books on Lourdes and its miracles, life of Bernadette, Mary
Litanies, but never a Bible. We inspected store after store, and
failing to see, we asked: "Have you a Bible in English 1" "No."
"In French 1" "No." "In Spanish 1" "No." Close to the
Grotto there is an official book store, and the same reply was given to
us here. We honestly searched, but nowhere could we find a Bible
in Lourdes. Are we not entitled to say that the corrective to all the
idolatry we saw would be to present every pilgrim with a copy of
God's Word 1. The judgments of God which fell upon those who made
idols would, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, reveal to many a heart
His hatred of such things, and would cause them to fall in deep repentance before Him, crying, " Lord, have mercy upon us and incline our
hearts to keep Thy law." Moreover, as the Mary worshippers should
peruse the New Testament, they would gain insight into the position
of humility which the Virgin Mary therein occupies with never a hint
of any act of worship given to her; indeed, they could hardly fail
to notice that very little mention is made of her and nothing at all
after Pentecost. Rome criminally withholds the Bible from those
who go to Lourdes, just as she has withheld it from the people whenever
and wherever she dominates.
As the Bible is non-existent at Lourdes, so also is the preaching of
Christ as the only hope of sinners. It would be a startling thing if one
were to mount the stone pulpit by the side of the Virgin's image and to
proclaim, like the apostles, " We are determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified," for" Neither is
there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved." Or what if the
preacher should have as his theme, " Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners"; and what strange language this would sound in
the ears of the people: "By grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
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man should boast." Would the authorities of Lourdes consider the
appointment of a Scripture Reader to read day by day to the assembled
crowds nothing but the Word of God? If this thing be of God, then
let His Word be heard; but our contention is that the public reading
and preaching of the Scripture would bring the whole shrine to the
ground. There would be a repetition of what happened in Reformation
days in England. Cunningham Geikie, in his historical study of the
Reformation, telling of the destruction of shrines, writes: "Imposture
had long made a trade of the noblest feelings of our nature, and it was
well that the whole baleful traffic in holy fraud should be stopped for
ever. Forthwith all over the land the shrines were levelled so completely that, by the close of the year, everyone of them had utterly
disappeared. "
Alas! in Lourdes there is no seeking to know the will of God, for
such a quest would drive men to the Scriptures. There is enough
routine of praying and doing the correct thing, but prayer becomes
the vain repetitions which were so severely denounced by our Lord,
and the doing is exactly what thousands have done previously year
in and year out. We found ample puerility, idolatry, blasphemy,
fetishism, and exaltation of Mary, but we did not find Christ uplifted
or Christ preached, or the Word of the Lord accessible. Were-echo
the words of the apostle and bear record that" they have a zeal of
God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
RECENTLY several fresh pensioners have been received into our Hornsey
Rise Home, and a visit paid to them proved very cheering. They
were most grateful that their Christmas·was to be spent in such peaceful
surroundings, and each one spoke with deep feeling of God's goodness,
some of them remarking, "I feel like singing the Doxology."
The current Quarterly Record, besides giving interesting information
concerning the Society's work, contains a photo of the late Rev. W.
Sinden with a brief sketch of his life. A copy of this Quarterly and
pamphlets entitled Remembrance and The Heavenly Vision will be sent
to any friend desiring them.
A service on behalf of the Society will be held at Tottenham on
February 7th, and another on the 24th at Brentford.
" CHRIST'S subjection to the law, therefore, was as voluntary as His
submitting to the death of the cross. As He did not die for Himself,
so neither did He obey for Himself. In both forrns of His obedience
He acted for us, as our representative and substitute, that through
His righteousness many might be made righteous."-Hodge's Systematic
Theology, Vo!. Ill, p. 176.
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lltebiems Rub jIl,otices of J5ooh.
THE HOPE OF CHRIST'S SECOND COMING: How it is taught in Scripture. And Why 1 By S. P. Tregelles, LL.D. Pp. 124. Price
1/-. (Mr. G. H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick,
London, W.4.)
Many years ago we saw a review of this book in the English Churchman and purchased a copy and read it. We felt that it was an excellent
and a comprehensive unfolding of the doctrine of the Lord's Second
coming as taught in Scripture. We have read it again since that time,
and we have not changed our minds about its merits.
This is a new edition-the third. There is a preface and an appendix
by the late Dr. C. Y. Biss. In preparing the second edition for the
press, the late Dr. Biss wrote, "It is with feelings of the deepest
gratitude to God, and under Him, to the human instrument, that I
have undertaken it. For this pamphlet was the means first used, now
eighteen years ago, to deliver my mind from the influence of much
false prophetic teaching, and to guide me to the Scriptures for instruction upon these subjects."
Much is being written and taught in these days on the doctrine of
the Lord's Coming. . We advise our readers before making up their
minds on this subject carefully and prayerfully to read and ponder
this book.
SOVEREIGN GRACE MAGAZINE. Edited by Clement Wileman. Volumes
I and 11, 1925 and 1926. Price 2/6, postage 6d. (Clement
Wileman, 5 and 7, Redcross Street, London, E.C.I.)
This magazine (its monthly issues for two years being now collected
into an attractive volume) is described as " Unsectarian-unfettereduncompromising." Its Editor believes in "the unity, infallibility and.
Divine authority of the Holy Scriptwes."
It contains much that is excellent in its pages. We cannot say,
however, that we endorse all that it contains. Occasionally, we have
read things in its pages which we should have hardly expected in a
SovlJ'reign Grace Magazine. Being sent to us for review, we feel that
it is due to 01ll readers that we should say this much by way of kindly
criticism.
PRAYER BOOK REVISION. DANGER SIGNALS.
I. Reservation.
11. Vestments.
Ill. Prayers for the Dead. By the Rev. W. Bardin. Price Id.
each. (To be had from Rev. W. Bardin, St. John's Vicarage,
Richmond Terrace, Liverpool, E.)
These are admirable booklets dealing simply, clearly and briefly with
the subjects of which they treat. They deserve to be widely circulated.
Mr. Bardin believes" it is necessary now to prepare the people for the
fight that is surely coming on in Parliament."
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THE CHURCH OF ROME FROM WITHIN. By J. W.Poynter. Pp. 6l.
Price 6d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3-4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.C.4.)
The author of tbis ably-written pamphlet recently left the Church
of Rome and was received into the Church of England at a service
held in London towards the close of last year. He was formerly a
" member of Committees and Executives of the Westminster Catholic
Federation, Catholic Council for International Relations, etc." He was
therefore thoroughly acquainted with the Church of Rome and had a
full knowledge of its teachings and practices. He has done much
Roman Catholic press work and contributed to a large number pi
reviews and journals.
His account of his early religious associations and of bis reception
into the Roman Church is most interesting and instructive, and suggests
the importance of Protestant parents warning their cbildren against
the evils of Romanism wbile they are yet young.
Mr. Poynter was for eighteen years a member of the Roman Catholic
Church ere he quitted it on conscientious grounds a few months since.
He writes kindly of his former friends in that Church, but he faithfully
exposes its errors.
The pamphlet is divided into four parts. Part I is headed" In the
Roman Church." In Part 1I the author deals with" The Growth and
Present State of the Roman Catholic Church." In Part III he deals
with" Roman Catholic Propaganda," and in Part IV he giv "Some
General Considerations." The pamphlet is well worthy of study.
WHEN AND By WHOM DEUTERONOMY WAS WRITTEN. By Rev. E.
Bendor Samuel. Pp. n. Price 2d. (To be had from the Author,
1, Lynford Gardens, Goodmayes, Essex.)
This pamphlet was read as a paper at the International Hebrew
Christian Conference, in the year 1925. The author has done well in
having it printed for general circulation. He shows very clearly the
folly of the higher critics in denying the Mosaic authority of the book
of Deuteronomy. From a careful examination of Deuteronomy itself
he demonstrates the absurdity of the contention of the critics that it
was written in the time of Josiah or even after the Babylonian captivity.
In support of his contention he quotes the view of the Orthodox Jews
and Our Lord's references to the Book. It is an excellent pamphlet,
and in small compass it provides abundant proof that Deuteronomy
is, what it professes to be, the work of Moses the man of God.
THE LITTLE GLEANER. Annual Volume for 1926. Price 2/6. By
post 2/10. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This monthly magazine is intended for the young. It would appear
to be published by the Strict Baptists. We have read 79 of its 192
pages. Judging from what we have read the teacbing is sound,
healthy, interesting, and good.

