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"THE WORK OF THY HAND."
" Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding,
that I may learn Thy commandments."-PsALM cxix. 73.

IF we believe the Bible we shall unhesitatingly recognize that man
owes his being to the special creative power of GOD. "Thy
hands," says the Psalmist, "have made me and fashioned me."
Despite assertions to the contrary, scientific men still hold to the
theory of Darwin that man has evolved from a monkey.
The president of the British Association (Sir Arthur Keith), in
his speech at Leeds on August 31, 1927, said, "The evidence of
man's evolution from an ape-like being, obtained from a study of
fossil remains, is definite and irrefutable." "Was Darwin right,"
he asked, "when he said that man, under the action of biological
forces, which can be observed and measured, has been raised from
a place amongst anthropoid apes to that which he now occupies ~
The answer is, Yes!"
In another part of the same speech, Sir Arthur Keith said, "In
this city (Leeds) was fired the first verbal shot of that long and
bitter strife which ended in the overthrow of those who defended
the Biblical account of man's creation and in a victory for Darwin."
Darwin, then, according to Sir Arthur Keith, holds the field.
His theory is "definite and irrefutable." The opponents of that
theory have been defeated. The Biblical account of man's creation
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is overthrown. Darwin was right, and the Bible, the Word of
GOD, is wrong. This is what we have come to. And not only do
so-called men of science thus daringly reject the Bible account of
man's creation, but the leading men in the Churches do the same.
Some of the changes made in the new Prayer Book are evidently
due to the acceptance of Darwin's theory of man's origin. Bishops
who were admitted into the ministry on condition that they declared
that they unfeignedly believed all the Canonical Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments yet deliberately prefer the Darwinian
theory of man's origin to the plain and oft-repeated declaration of
the Bible. Yet Darwin wrote to a German youth in 1879: "For
myself, I do not believe that there ever has been any revelation.
As for a future life, every man must judge for himself between
conflicting vague probabilities" (Life and Letters of Cha?·Zes Darwin,
Vo!. I, p. 277, quoted by the late W. J. Bryan). Here is a man
who definitely declares that he does not believe that there ever
has been a revelation. That is, he does not believe that GOD has
revealed Himself to man in His Word. He does not believe that
the Bible is GOD'S inspired revelation. In other words, all that
we can know about GOD and the future can only be discovered
from what we see around us. Yet his doctrine about man's origin
is accepted by leading men in the Christian Church, and the Bible
doctrine is rejected. Evidently, then, if we follow many of the
leading men in the Church we cannot regard the Bible as the Word
of GOD, and we are left 'without any foundation for our faith.
We are plunged into the dark about GOD, about CHRIST, about
sin, about heaven, and about hell.
It follows, then, that if we.believe the teaching of leading ecclesiastics we must reject the teaching of the Bible. On the other
hand, if we believe the teaching of the Bible, we must throw over
many of the Bishops and other Church leaders. Which shall we
do? For our part we throw over the Church dignitaries and the
leading men of science, and we humbly receive all Scripture as
given by inspiration of GOD. Those who believe they are descended
from monkeys or from a jelly-fish are welcome to their views.
We see nothing intellectual in such a degrading theory. All history
shows that the SON OF GOD walked this earth in human form,
and He regarded the Bible account of man's origin as infallible.
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We take our stand with the SON OF GOD, and by Divine grace we
steadfastly believe all that the inspired Word of GOD declares.
In particular, we believe that man is GOD'S handiwork. "It is
He that hath made us." He made man by a special creative act
of power.
1. The Psalmist first 0/ all teaches us that man's NATURAL being
is due to GOD'S handiwork.
" Thy hands have made me and fashioned me."
Our LORD bears testimony to this truth. "Have ye not read,"
He said, "that He which made them at the beginning made them
male and female 1" (Matt. xix. 4). "In the beginning GOD
created the heaven and the earth." He created them, not evolved
them. Our Reformers said, "vVe bless Thee for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life." They did not say,
" We bless Thee for our evolution from an ape-like being or from a
jelly-fish." In saying this, they accepted "the Biblical account
of man's creation."
" In six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is." On the sixth day He "made the beast of the
earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind."
Then " GOD said, Let us make man in our image, after Our likeness. . . . So GOD created man in His own image, in the image
of GOD created He him; male and female created He them" (Gen.
i. 24-27).
Further details of this special creative act of GOD are given in
the second chapter of Genesis. "The LORD GOD," we read,
"formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (verse 7).
Then later in the day, "The LORD GOD caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs and closed
up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the LORD GOD
had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto
the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh. She shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man" (verses 21-23).
In reference to this record of man's creation the Apostle Paul,
inspired by the HOLY GHOST, said, "So it is written, The first man
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Adam was made a living souL" He was made, not evolved.
Again he said, "The first man is of the earth, earthy." That is,
the LORD formed him of the dust of the ground. His hands made
him and fashioned him. He was not" under the action of biological
forces," " raised from a place amongst anthropoid apes," but under
the special action of the almighty force of GOD he was formed of
the dust of the ground. GOD created him by a special act. Hence
men who are taught, not in the schools of the scientists, but in
the school of the HOLY GHOST, are ready to say, "Now, 0 LORD,
Thou art our FATHER; we are the clay, and Thou our potter; and
we all are the work 01 Thy hand" (Isa. lxiv. 8). How beautiful
the thought that His hands made us. We are the work of His
hands. He made use of His hands of power to create man in His
own image, and what a wonderful and marvellous work of creation
man is. How do his mental and bodily powers redound to the
glory of the almighty CREATOR. How immeasurably above the
beast is he! What remarkable powers of mind does he possess,
and what powers of body! He has feet which can walk, hands
whIch can handle and touch, eyes which can see, ears which can
hear, organs of speech by which he can speak. Truly he has reason
to say, "I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made: marvellous are Thy works; and that my soul knoweth
right well" (Psa. cxxxix. 14). Yes, the SPIRIT-taught soul revolts
against the Darwinian theory of man's origin. It" knoweth right
well," by the teaching of the SPIRIT, that GOD'S hands made man
and fashioned him.
Not only did GOD make the first man, but He gave him power
to propagate his species. He said, "Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth." Thus all men owe their being to GOD.
Only by His power is the human race perpetuated on the earth.
"In Him we live and move, and have our being" (Acts xvii. 28).
Three attributes of GOD are prominent in connection with man's
creation.
1. First, His creation was due to GOD'S handiwork 01 power.
The foregoing remarks sufficiently prove this point.
2. Secondly, his creation displayed GOD'S handiwork 01 love.
" Adam was first formed, then Eve" (1 Tim. ii. 13). In the
brief interval between the formation of Adam and the formation
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of Eve we have recorded a beautiful indication of GOD'S love for
the man whom He had created. " The LORD GOD said, It is not
good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet
for him." He saw the man absolutely alone, without any companion
suited to his nature and capacity. The other creatures which GOD
had made were not suited to be bosom companions of man. They
were far beneath him. Out of love to the man the LORD GOD
determined to make a help who would be meet and suitable to be
man's bosom companion. To this end He determined to provide
a companion who would be part of the man himself, and who,
because she was his own flesh, would be specially near to the man
and the object of his tender care and interest. Here was another
indication of Divine love. The two who were to walk together
were to be of the same nature and possessed of similar bodily and
mental powers. A further display of Divine love is seen in the
manner in which GOD carried out His gracious purpose. He caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he was in a profound
sleep the LORD GoD took one of Adam's ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof and with the rib He builded a woman, and
brought her unto the man. What a loving and welcome surprise
awaited the man when he woke out of his sleep. He saw before
him another perfectly-formed being who was part of himself, bone
of his bones, and flesh of his flesh, and naturally he clave unto
her and nourished and cherished her as his own flesh.
3. Thirdly, man's creation displayed GOD'S marvellous handiwork
of wisdom.
Buried in this creation narrative is the wonderful design of
GOD'S wisdom that Adam and Eve should be typical of CHRIST
and His Church.
The first man Adam was" the fignre of Him that was to come"
(Rom. v. 14). He was the type of the second Man, the LORD
from heaven." Eve was designed to be the great type of CHRIST'S
bride, the Church. She was chosen while in Adam. She derived
her life from him. She was presented to him, and recognized as
bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. He clave unto her and
they two became one flesh. So the Church was chosen in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world. She derives her life from Him.
Her members are" members of His body, of His flesh and of His
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bones," and she owes all her blessings to CHRIST'S death which was
typified by the deep sleep which fell upon Adam (see Ephes. v.
23-32).
What SPIRIT-taught man does not thus see in this early narrative
the wonderful design and wisdom of GOD 1 Here we have suggested
and typified the eternal purpose of GOD to provide a bride for His
eternal SON, the death which that SON endured as the result of a
Divine purpose, and the ultimate result in presenting to CHRIST
a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.
The mystical union which exists between CHRIST and His Church,
and the blessed consummation of that union which she shall enjoy
with Him in glory is clearly pointed to in this ancient and yet
rejected narrative. CHRIST will indeed cleave unto his wife, and
receive her unto Himself, when He descends from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump of GOD.
All this precious truth and wonderful indication of the power,
the love and the wisdom of GOD are lost if we reject GOD'S inspired
Word, and believe the theories and speculations of so-called
scientific men.
2. Secondly, we shall note that man's spiritual being is also due to
GOD'S handiwork.
What the Psalmist says of GOD'S handiwork in reference to
man's natural being is equally true of man in relation to his being
created anew. Man, when he was made at the beginning, was
made in the image of GOD. But he fell, and hence he now needs
to be created anew. The Psalmist, having acknowledged that
JEHOVAH'S hands had made him and fashioned him, goes on to
pray, "Give me understanding that I may learn Thy commandments." He felt his need of a spiritual mind by which he could
learn, grasp, and receive GOD'S commandments. It was his desire
to understand, to appropriate, and to welcome the orders, message ,
and precepts which had proceeded from the mouth of the LORD.
He felt he was not his own. J EHOVAH was his KING, his R -LER,
and MASTER. It was his to obey, but satisfactory obedience
depended on a clear apprehension of JEHOVAH'S will as expressed
in His Word. Hence he prayed for a spiritual understanding.
Donbtless the Psalmist was born again. He had already a spiritual
understanding but he felt his need of being continually taught of
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GOD. Unless the LORD by His SPIRIT went on teaching him he
might easily go astray. It is this consciousness of need which
led him to pray, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" (verse 18).
We do well to notice, however, that before a natural man can
understand any spiritual truth he needs a new nature. He needs
to be created anew. He needs the Divine hands to make and
fashion him into a new creature. Except a man be born again
he cannot see, and he cannot enter the kingdom of GOD. Deliverance from the effects of the fall involves the redeeming work of
CHRIST, and the regenerating work of the SPIRIT. CHRIST was
sent to redeem them that were under the law, that they might
receive the adoption of sons. The bestowal of sonship and consequent heirship is the result of redemption, and all those who are
able to cry, " Abba, FATHER," have been born again by the SPIRIT.
Such receive CHRIST. Such believe on His name. Such are
justified by faith and such shall be glorified. The mighty change
which carries all these blessings in its train is the result of GOD'S
,new creative work.
The Ephesian saints had been idolators, dead in sin, under the
influence of the prince of the power of the air, and by nature they
were children of wrath, but GOD, Who is rich in mercy, quickened
them by the regenerating power of His SPIRIT. He saved them
by His grace, through a faith which He Himself bestowed. Hence
the apostle, joining himself with them as one of the saved says,
"We are His workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto good
works, which GOD hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Ephes. ii. 10). He attributed to GOD the new heart, the
new spirit which they possessed. They had" put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created
him" (Col. iii. 10). Being in CHRIST they were new creatures and
they owed their spiritual being to His creative power. His hands
had in this respect made them and fashioned them. By His grace
they were what they were.
The attributes of GOD appear in lively exercise in the new creation
,as in the old. CHRIST is the head of the new creation and His
incarnation displayed at once the wisdom, the power, and the love
of GOD.
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Each new creature i.n CHRIST owes his spiritual being and salvation to the everlasting love, the infinite power and the wisdom of
GOD. Divine love chose him. Divine love redeemed him.
Divine love and power regenerated him. Divine grace justified
him, and Divine wisdom is seen in the whole scheme of redemption
by which GOD is just, and yet the Justifier of him that believeth
in JESUS.
Truly, the redeemed, regenerated, justified and saved people of
GOD must give Him the sole glory for what they are. His hands
have made them and fashioned them. Their deliverance from the
pit of hell, their place in the family of GOD, and their final glorification are all traceable to His electing, redeeming, and regenerating
grace. They are what they are, because His hands have wrought
on their behalf.
3. Finally, we may notice that GOD'S people are continually
dependent on His hands 0/ power, 0/ grace and o/love.
His people are all the work of His hands, and they continually
need His hands of power to be exercised on their behalf.
The prayer of the Psalmist indicated his dependence on God.
Though he had been taught of GOD he felt he needed more teaching.
" 0 give me understanding." He frequently offers this prayer.
1. He desired understanding that he might know GOD'S testimonies (verses 125, 169).
2. He desired it that he might learn and grasp them (verse 73).
3. He desired it that he might go on living the life of faith
(verse 144).
4. He desired it that he might keep GOD'S law (verse 34).
We need the same.
GOD has already given to His people an understanding. They
can say, "We kno~ that the SON OF GOD is come, and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we
are in Him t~atis true even in His SON JESUS CHRIST" (1 John v. 20).
But we continually need fresh enlightenment. We need that
He should daily open our understandings that we may understand
the Scriptures. He alone can by His SPIRIT lead us into a deeper
apprehension of their meaning, a fuller grasp of their contents,
and a more hearty readiness to walk in harmony with them. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the SPIRIT OF GOD, for they
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are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned." Hence he rejects "the Biblical
account of man's creation," and other facts and truths revealed in
the Word of GOD. Unless we have received" the SPIRIT which
is of GOD," we cannot know" the things that are freely given to
us of GOD" (1 Cor. ii. 12). If we fully recognize that GOD'S hands
have made us and fashioned us, we shall still realize our daily need
of His keeping, and upholding power, of His guiding hand, and of
the teaching and illumination of His SPIRIT.
" 0 come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the
LORD our Maker. For He is our GOD; and we are the people of
His pasture, and the sheep of His hand" (Psa. xcv. 6, 7).
"His sovereign power, without our aid,
Made us of clay, and formed us men;
And when like wandering sheep we strayed,
He brought us to His fold again."
To Him be the glory for ever and ever.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO BELIEVING PRAYER.
ABOUT six years ago I became deeply interested in a man and since
then have been praying daily for his conversion. I have never met
him, but I knew that he was the son of praying parents and had married
a Christian woman whose parents were also true Christians. But this
son was godless and worldly and indifferent-" dead in trespasses and
sins." The couple removed to another neighbourhood, and I have
heard little of them for two years, but their name still stayed in my
daily intercessions. Last week the blessed news reached me that
about a year ago he was brought to know and acknowledge the Lord
as his own Saviour. He is now a true believer, attending a mission
service regularly and himself taking active part in Christian work.
May this encourage others to pray for one and another whom they
cannot reach except by prayer, and to persevere in prayer even though
they hear of no fruit or no result. "Ask and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full" (John xvi. 24).
December, 1927.
E. CONYERS BOWER.
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THE DEPOSITED BOOK AND DIVINE POWER.
" Power belongeth unto God."-PsALM lxii. n.
IN our last issue we were only able to refer briefly to the marvellous
display of Divine power in the unexpected rejection of the new
Prayer Book by the House of Commons. December 15, 1927,
may be regarded as a red-letter day in the history of the Church
of God. When, on the day before, the House of Lords had accepted
the new Prayer Book measure, by a majority of 153, our case,
humanly speaking, seemed hopeless. Not that all of us gave up
hope. Some of us still felt that our great extremity might be God's
opportunity. We realized that God often allows His people to
get into such circumstances that all hope that they should be saved
seems futile. Thus even to the last our prayer was that He might
yet make bare His arm and defeat this effort to fasten idolatry
on to the Church of England and on to the nation. At 10 o'clock
that night we paused and prayed again. Nevertheless, to all
appearances everything was against us.
Our opponents, when the debate in the Commons began, counted
on a majority of from 80 to 100. Thus, when at last, amid great
excitement, in a crowded house, the figures given showed a majority
of 33 against the measure, the Bishops and others were dazed and
dumbfounded. "Paralysing dismay," to use the words of one
Bishop, took possession of their hearts. The whole press and the
whole country were astonished beyond measure. An event totally
unexpected had taken place. Hopes confidently cherished were
dashed to the ground. All the united efforts of Archbishops and
Bishops, in their Synods and Conferences, to secure by their great
influence majorities in favour of the Book were disappointed, and
the small remnant who had been shouted down when they stood
,firmly and courteously against the Bishops and their supporters,
were filled with joy and gladness, and sang their doxologies to the
praise and glory of Him to Whom all power belongeth. One elderly
lady wrote that she felt "five years younger" when going to
Church the following Sunday morning and she "well enjoyed
singing, 'Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.' "
The Bishops for the most part seem utterly at a loss to explain
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this remarkable action of the House of Commons. The thought
of Divine intervention, against the Church of England Hierarchy,
does not seem to have entered their minds. To us and to many
others the explanation is simple and clear. Large numbers of
the Lord's people were greatly distressed because of this pernicious
new Prayer Book. Apart from any personal considerations they
were greatly grieved at the prospect of the principles for which
the martyrs died at the stake being legally rejected by the Church
of England, and by the nation.
Many clergymen, too, were distressed at the prospect of being
obliged in conscience to secede from the Church of England. Such
a step meant abandoning their homes and their incomes, and facing
trials and difficulties never before experienced. Some godly persons
who felt that they too would have to secede were deeply distressed
at the thought that they would have no place which they could
attend on the Lord's day to hear the pure Gospel of the grace of
God.
These and other godly people throughout the land, had been
crying privately and publicly to God that He would put forth His
power, and deliver them and the nation from this act of apostasy.
They believed that" power belongeth unto God," and that He could
frustrate all the plans of Archbishops, Bishops, and their supporters
if it were according to His holy will. When therefore the news
reached them that th~ House of Commons had rejected the Book,
they felt that "This is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in
our eyes." They were fully convinced that this remarkable
decision was an answer to their prayers. Once again in the history
of His Church and people God had wrought on their behalf, and
made bare His arm against the foes of His people and of His truth.
Yes, we do not hesitate to. say; though we say it without any
personal ill-will, " the foes of His people and of His truth." Grieved
though we are to have to say it, we feel that however well-meant
their intentions, the present bench of Bishops and those who
support them, are for the most part, enemies to Bible, Evangelical,
Protestant and Reformation truth. We thank God, therefore, and
praise and bless and magnify His name, that He has, for the present
at any rate, defeated the efforts to legalize the new Prayer Book.
From different parts of the country telegrams and letters have
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reached us expressing the joy and gratitude of the Lord's praying
people at this marvellous display of Divine power.
From Bristol a telegram came, " Commons reject deposited book
by forty-two. Exodus xv. 1." (The corrected majority was 33).
From Tunbridge Wells came a telegram, "Hallelujah! Prayer
miraculously answered."
From Yorkshire a telegram said, "Praise God from Whom all
blessings flow. Bravo Commons! "
From far-away Burma came a cablegram saying, "Hallelujah!
Psalm xxxiv. 3." A great many letters bear testimony to the
recognition by the Lord's people of the hand of God in the action
of the House of Commons.
From London a letter came saying, "I rose early this morning
(Dec. 16) to sing the doxology. The Lord has heard the prayers
of the 'Protestant Underworld.' "
From Middlesex a letter came saying, "Like yourselves, we
have been much in prayer over this matter this week, but, after
the huge majority in the Lords, we began to fear for the prospects
of the faithful few in the Church of England, when the measure
came before the Commons, but God has been better than our fears."
A Olergyman in Yorkshire wrote that he was intending to write
expressing the hope that we would convene "a meeting of all of
us who desired not to touch the unclean thing. Thank God for
His wonderful mercy in bringing to naught a conspiracy that has
been gradually gaining head for over seventy years. It is of the
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, and because His compassions fail not. . . . What a glorious answer to prayer! What
a display of utterly undeserved grace. . . . It is indeed a fresh
deeply-touching call to repentance to our Church."
From Brighton came a letter saying, " What ascriptions of praise
and thanksgiving there should be, and doubtless are, this morning,
in seeing how effectually He has thwarted the designs of those
who have been bringing forward that pernicious new Prayer Book."
From a O.I.M. Missionary came a letter saying, "From any
point of view the result is amazing. 'This is the Lord's doing'
is the real explanation behind every second cause. We sang the
doxology at the beginning of our Advent service this morning. . . .
Then we joined in the General Thanksgiving. . . . Naturally we
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greatly reJOIce in the hope that you will be able to remain at
Whitington undisturbed. . . . I am glad to think that I can
continue to preach in Church of England Churches without any
misgivings. May God give to all Evangelicals grace to preach
more outspokenly the Gospel of the grace of God, while the opportunity is given to us. Surely He has granted us this respite that
by us the preaching may be fully known."
From Sheffield came a letter saying, "Yes, praise the Lord. . . •
Bridgeman and Lord H. Cecil, by common consent of the papers,
were strangely ineffective because the Lord took off their chariot
wheels that they drove heavily. It was a wonderful last hour
deliverance. . . . God has not allowed the nation to legalize the
chasuble and the massing priest. How thankful and watchful we
should be ! "
From Hampshire came a letter sayin~, " Just one word of heartfelt
greeting, thankfulness and sympathy in the great deliverance
which the Lord hath brought about. It is wonderful. As your
card reminds us, 'Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.' May we
never be prompted to 'forget all His benefits.' It is no time to
, rest on our oars.' The enemy is wide awake, and will recommence
his work. '0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and His
mercy endureth for ever.' "
From near Oolchester came a letter saying, " The Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we are glad. What hath God wrought!
It would have been a sad Christmas for so many, if the Deposited
Book had gone through."
From a London Olergyman came a postcard saying, "With all
my heart I praise God for the H~)Use of Commons decision. We
don't want Rome, not another Gospel, but the true."
From Oroydon came two letters. One said, "The result achieved
in Parliament last week seems to me to have been the seal of
God's approval upon those who have striven to uphold His honour
and defend the sacred truths of His revealed Word. Truly our
God hears and answers the prayers of His people. Has He not
once again made bare His holy arm on their behalf? The vote
in the Commons seemed nothing short of a miracle. I still stand
amazed at this marvellous interposition in what appeared to be
our extremity."
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The other letter said, "I expect that you are greatly cheered at
the result in the House of Commons. What a marvellous deliverance God has wrought for us ! "
From a Baptist Minister in Bath came a letter saying, "I congratulate you and all godly Churchmen on the rejection of the new
Prayer Book. I consider it the most striking answer to prayer of
a national character that this generation has known."
. From a Clergyman in the South-East of England came a letter
saying, " This is only a little respite. Now is the opportunity for
out and out Evangelicals to be welded together, and to prepare
for the coming emergency. We should as one man, stand out from
having anything to do with the Diocesan quotas under present
conditions."
From Scotland came a letter saying, "I feel that I must write
you personally to say how v~ry thankful I, with many more of us,
up here, feel at the joyful news of the defeat of the new Prayer
Book Bill. . . . It is another proof that the Lord is a Hearer and
an Answerer of prayer, and able to defend His own cause. Should
we not all praise Him with humble and deep thankfulness for
giving us, as a nation, such great and noble men as led the opposition
to the Book in the House of Commons. They are an honour to
our country. May the Lord bless them abundantly. . . . I know
the Evangelical section of your Church rejoice, and we rejoice with
you."
From Wales a letter came saying, "I cannot express in words
how thankful I felt to God for His great mercy in so guiding the
vote of the Commons that its members rejected the revised Prayer
Book which I considered mos.t erroneous."
Many of our villagers were manifestly glad for the rejection of
the Book. One of them said, "People will know now there's a
supreme Being. My husband said he'd never go to Church if it
passed. When he came home he said, 'Well, prayers are answered.
"vVe can go to Church now.' "
The following extract from a letter dated November 26 from our
son (Rev. A. T. Houghton), B.C.M.S. Missionary in Burma, indicates
the feelings he was passing through in the event of the Book pa sing.
It was received by us on December 19. He says, " This is to wish
you a very happy Christmas in whatever circumstances you are
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placed. Probably you will be exulting or feeling downcast according to the decision of Parliament about the Prayer Book, when this
reaches you. But remember whatever outward peace is lacking,
the Prince of Peace has come, dwells in our hearts, and is coming
back again. May the Lord give us all joy and peace in believing
in whatever outward circumstances we find ourselves this Christmas.
Only a few minutes ago, I saw the announcement in our daily
paper that the Ecclesiastical Committee has reported favourably
to Parliament on the Deposited Book, and that it will come up in
Parliament before the Christmas vacation. It made me feel the
solemnity of the issue as never before, for it may be that very soon
we shall be called upon to make the actual personal decision which
we believe the Lord has led us to take, and though the mind has
been made up long ago, in the moment of action the cost is greater.
But, 'Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say Rejoice.'
" It may be, that the humanly impossible has been brought about,
and that God will yet grant that our Church may be a light in the
darkness. Then you will be rejoicing this Christmas in the deliverance that God has wrought, and we shall surely be exulting with
you."
Our readers are aware that the Bishops intend to make another
effort to pass the Book. Evidently they do not regard the vote
of the House of Commons as God's answer of deliverance to the
prayers of His people. They say through the Archbishops, "We
believe that the recent decision of the House of Commons was
influenced by certain avoidable misunderstandings as to the
character of the proposals before it, and we cannot, therefore, take
the responsibility of accepting as final the vote on December 15."
They go on to say, "The House of Bishops has accordingly
resolved to re-introduce the measure into the Church Assembly
as soon as possible, with such changes, and such changes only,
as may tend to remove misapprehensions and to make clearer
and more explicit its intentions and limitations."
For ourselves, we do not think that such men as Sir J oynson
Hicks misunderstood the general meaning, purport and drift of
the new Prayer Book. Ever since it was first given to the public
on February 7 last, it has been carefully examined and discussed
in all its bear!ngs. Sixteen hundred clergymen had given it as
5
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their considered opinion that the new Prayer Book involved a
change in the doctrine of the Church of England, a change, moreover, which was contrary to Scripture. Amongst these ministers
was Bishop Knox. It can be said surely that a large number of
these ministers were at least as capable as the Bishops in forming
a judgment as to the doctrinal purport of the new Book. A
clergyman does not necessarily become more discerning or intelligent
or more Spirit-taught on being made a Bishop. Christian laymen
too have an unction from the Holy One, and need not that any
man (even though he be a Bishop) teach them (see 1 John ii. 20, 27).
They are thankful for sound teachers whom God has raised up in
HIS Church, and they are willing to sit at their feet, and learn from
them, but they are not absolutely dependent on them. All God's
people are" taught of God" (John vi. 45).
However, it is evidently the Bishops' intention to re-introduce
this measure first into the Church Assembly, and subsequently
into Parliament. As we write they hope to assemble again in secret
conclave on January n.
The Lord's people still need therefore to watch, work and pray.
1. They need to beware of compromise. Attention has been
mainly concentrated on the Bacerdotal and Anglo-Catholic tendencies
of the Book, but there are also the Modernistic tendencies. Both
are evil. Even if the Bishops were to leave the Communion Service
untouched, and even if they abandoned Reservation, there would
still be prayers for the dead in the occasional prayers, and in the
Burial Service, and there would be the changes in a Modernistic
direction in the ordination and other services.
2. They need to beware oj trusting the Bishops.
We know for certain that the Bishops as a body are in favour
of giving to Anglo-Catholics all they have been fighting for during
the last forty years. In other words, notwithstanding disclaimers
to the contrary, they are willing to reverse in large measure the
Reformation settlement.
Moreover, a large number of them are in line with Bishop Barnes
in regard to Evolution and all its implications.
Without therefore the smallest personal ill will towards the
Bishops we, as old-fashioned Evangelicals, cannot trust the Bishops
to give us a revised Prayer Book on Scriptural lines. It is a great
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trial to have to say this, but we cannot ignore the facts of history
and of experience. We are prepared to give proper respect to the
Bishops, but we cannot expect them to look through old Evangelical
spectacles.
3. Thirdly, the Lord's people need to stand firm a.~ one man against
all fellowship with erroneous teachers and against rendering any
financial assistance to Anglo-Catholic or Modernistic teaching.
4. Lastly, they still need to give themselves to prayer.
Power belongeth unto our God. That power has been marvel- .
lously exercised on our behalf, and the Lord can again make bare
his arm and give us deliverance. 'Let us still trust then in our
God, Who is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think" (Ephes. iii. 20).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

SPURGEON.
Suggested by an article by the then Editor, entitled, "Mr. Spurgeon,"
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Df!(:,em1Jer, 1887.
WISE words! and yet how little could one guess,
In those first days, of the young preacher's task,
When many praised, but many also blamed,
How greatly in the future God would bless
His words, beyond all that his faith could ask:
How many souls through him would be reclaimed.
Well was it that these columns tribute gave
To the grace, evident in Spurgeon's youth.
And to declare the fact did not refrain.
That Grace Divine worked mightily to save;
God set His seal to His own precious Truth,
In Christ (he preached) men found Eternal Gain.
Wise Editor, long gathered to thy rest!
Almost prophetic were thy timely words:
Thou sawest that the preacher God would use.
Thousands and thousands through his words were blest!
Still the same Gospel the New Birth affords :
By it God saves the souls His Grace did choose.
WILLIAM OLNEY.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Yea, he loved the people,. all his saints are in Thy hand; and they
sat down at Thy feet,. everyone shall receive of Thy words."DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 3.
THE blessing of Moses the man of God, before he died! Some have
called it his" swan song" for it was pronounced by dying lips. Anyhow it is a blessed rehearsal of the greatness, mercy, majesty and glory
of Jehovah Whose" work is perfect; for all His ways are judgment:
a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He" (xxxii. 4).
Divinely and graciously taught, the man of God could declare this
of Him Who had commanded His dear servant to " get thee up into
this mountain Abarim, unto Mount Nebo . . . and die in the mount
whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron
thy brother died in Mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people."
He sings of the mercy and judgment of the Lord; breathes out the
blessings of the twelve tribes and is gathered to his people. "So
Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according
to the Word of the Lord. And He buried him in a valley in the land
of Moab, over against Beth-Peor; but no man knoweth of his sepulchre
unto this day." Moses died according to the word of Jehovah, as
the Hebrews translate it, the Lord kissed His servant to sleep. And
whilst his sepulchre is not known to man, well does the Lord l.."IlOW it.
His eye watches over -every particle of redeemed dust, and He will
raise it up at the last great day.
I have sometimes had some deep and sweet reveries over this statement, as to why Jehovah (Who has a perfect right to do what He
will, and give none account of His matters) would allow no man to
know the place of His servant's sepulchre. For one reason, had it
been made public, the Jews might have made idolatrous worship of it.
But be this as it may, our hearts are cheered as we think of our loved
ones, who have been redeemed oy the precious blood and whose bodies
are being watched over; some committed to the silent tomb, dust to
dust, earth to earth; others to a watery grave, the cavern depth of
the ocean bed receiving them until the archangels' trump shall sound;
some of our beloved ones in heathen lands, where the faithful missionaries have fallen victims to treachery or disease: but all the elect of
God, whose bodies were burned, torn asunder, and whose bones were
scattered, all are watched over, and their dust is precious as being
redeemed. He knows where every particle rests and He will gather
them together in that great day, and the earth and the sea shall give
up their dead, and "the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God
and live."
And now let us turn to our verse and notice how it commences.
"Yea." An inspired affirmation. "Yea, He loved the people." A
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like precious statement from the Lord Himself is found in Jer. xxxi. 3,
where we read, "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love."
It is said that the Yea of the Old Testament is equivalent to the word
verily used by Jesus in the New Testament. And how blessedly He
prefaced some of His precious promises to His people thus! And as
though to more fully re-assure them, reiterated it, "Verily, verily"
(see John xiii. 20, etc.). He comes down in Divine compassion to our
low place and
" Lays the foundation of our hope,
In oaths, and promises and blood."
So our text sets out with an affirmation, which in Jehovah's mouth
is an end of all strife and unbelief. For," Hath He not spoken and
shall He not make it good ~" "Once have I sworn in my holiness,
that I will not lie unto David" (Psa. lxxxix. 35).
And to this people, sinners black and vile as they well feel themselves
to be and indeed are, Jehovah's mandate of mercy has gone forth,
and instead of saying, Yea, I will consign them to hell, which their
sins deserve, He says, "Yea, He loved them." He saw them in Christ,
and in Him redeemed and therefore loved them! And that is why
poor sighing, longing, needy sinners have hope. It is thus that they
can put in their claim with dear Watts and plead,
" Great God, indulge my humble claim,
Thou art my hope, my joy, my rest;
The glories that compose Thy name,
Stand all engaged to make me blest.
Thou great and good and just and wise,
Thou art my Father and my God;
And I am Thine by sacred ties,
Thy son, Thy servant, bought with blood."
So that our text of the Old Testament which sets out the Divinely
merciful promise of love to His people is met with the words of Jesus
the Sin-bearer of His elect in the Gospels, testifying of that all-constraining conquering love, and proclaiming, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that heareth My word, and b.elieveth on Him that sent Me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is
passed from death unto life" (John v. 24).
Israel we know was a representative people. They were a chosen
people and yet not all, for we read of those whose carcases fell in the
wilderness through unbelief, and so " the people" has a special signification. "All are not Israel that are of Israel," says the apostle, and
there are Israelites IN DEED and not only in name. Dear reader, I
pause to lovingly ask you to stay and consider, are you one of His
people ~ What are the marks of them ~ Do you trace your likeness
to His family ~ Are you one of God's elect "~ For that is His own
designation of them in Rom. viii. 33, which plainly tells us that God
has a people elect or chosen· from all eternity; manifested in time,
and made "vessels of mercy," by their dear Redeemer's blood on
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Calvary. Everyone of these blood-bought sheep IS "kept by the
power of God, through faith unto salvation." They are taught to
see how by nature they were" dead in trespasses and sins," " without
God," and without any desire for Him. But there comes the appointed
time, when they are wrought upon from heaven. They are made
conscious of indwelling sin. They see themselves lost, ruined, undone,
helpless and hopeless, and making fast for hell. They now know they
need" a Saviour and a great one," and the cry is wrung from their
hearts, "What must I do to be saved ~" Ah! here is a mark of
God's elect. For Jesus Himself thus described them. "And shall
not God avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him ~ "
You get a little reviving here in your bondage, for you say, "I know
I do cry unto Him day and night, and am crying for His mercy and
forgiveness all the time." Well then, to hate sin and to realize that
your sins cost the Lamb of God His precious blood, is a mark of His
elect. He will give you to see that He has put you in the narrow way
and enabled you to rejoice in the promise, "Him that cometh unto
Me, I will in no wise cast out." So that your longings to come; your
hating the sins which make you mourn; your hope in the mercy of
God; and your assurance that He must save and He alone, all these
are marks of your being one of God's elect, and in the language of the
apostle, Divinely inspired, you hear these soul-reviving, heart-cheering
words, amid all your despondency and fears. "Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth, who is he that
condemneth ~ It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession
for us." Thus beloved reader, if you have been able to trace your
marks as to being one of the election of God, and having been translated
from the kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom of His dear Son, you
will be able to enter into the sweetness of this precious assertion,
"Yea, HIl loved the people." And if Israel of old, God's Covenant
people, were so blessed and loved and favoured above any other nation
upon the earth, how much more are His spiritual Israel blessed in new
Covenant relationship and promises!
Furthermore, you will be able to endorse the sweet statement which
follows, "All his saints are in Thy hand." There appears to be a
distinguishing mark again here of personal possession. "All his
saints." And what a blessedly secure place these saints are said to
be in! "In His hand." Could you think of a safer ~ Could you
desire a better ~ We might give many references as to this secure
hiding-place of the saints, but surely one is sufficient in the words of
Jesus Himself Who said, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
and they follow Me; and I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand."
And as though He would doubly encourage the least and meanest
and poorest of His sheep, He further declares, "My Father which
gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to phwk them
out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one." Oh! child
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of God, what room have you for doubting the keeping of your soul,
once and for ever committed into the hand of the faithful Creator!
There you are safe for time and for eternity, and will look back upon
all the pathway wherein you proved His defence and His preservation,
and say, " In the hollow of His hand hath He hid me."
It was what the wise man saw and declared, "the righteous and
the wise and their works are in the hand of God." And the poor
affiicted soul is said by the Psalmist to " commit himself unto Thee,"
to abandon himself in all his helplessness into the hand of his faithful
Judge, Who for Jesus' sake will not condemn him. And one other
thought. These saints are "in the hand of a Mediator! " even none
other than the Lord Jesus Christ, Who stood forth as their Bondsman,
their Redeemer, their Deliverer, and Who, looking on the work of
His own hands, when blessedly and gloriously complete, shall say of
His people, " Thou shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God." Blessed then for time
and eternity are all His saints in His hand.
" And they sat down at Thy feet." Oh! this is another safe and
happy place, and well becomes the saints! It is indicative of submission, docility, and childlike humility.
Our thoughts follow on to that lovely scene when He Who came to
fulfil the law His people had broken, and appeared upon earth as the
gentle, loving Master, gathered His disciples around Him and on many
occasions they sat down at His feet and heard words from Him Who
spake as never man spake! On a mountain they sat at His blessed
feet and heard that wonderful sermon of the beatitudes. How truly
blessed were "the poor in spirit," "they that mourn," "the meek,"
" they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness," " the merciful,"
"the pure in heart," "the peacemakers." Yes, and there was one
who was specially blessed of her Divine Master and Lord, Mary, who·
" sat at Jesus feet, and heard His word." "They sat down at Thy
feet; everyone shall receive of Thy words." "I have given them the
words which Thou gavest Me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed
that thou didst send me," said the -blessed Saviour.
"Everyone!" Yes the everyone of our text. Not the whole world,
but those chosen out of the world and designated" saints" in our verse.
" This people have I formed for Myself and they shall show forth My
praise." They are the elect of God; chosen in Christ Jesus before
the world began; called and sanctified; set apart for a holy purpose.
These are the" everyone" of the w.ord before us who are said to
" receive of Thy words." They are the loved people. They are in a.
dear Redeemer's hands. They sit at His feet. They receive His
words, whilst He as their Advocate appears in the presence of God
for them. Have you received His words, dear reader? If so they
are words of life and pardon and peace, forgiveness, love, and mercy.
They are words of grace, words of promise from the lips of Him Who
cannot lie, and" He that hath begun the good work will perform it
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unto the day of Jesus Christ." You will be led into every word and
sentence of this precious text, and enter one day into all the blessed
fulness of it when you sit with Him on His throne, and recount the way
by which He sought and found you.
May the Lord bless this word to the hearts of His own dear people.
R
THE REVISED PRAYER BOOK.
FREE CHURCH PRESBYTERY'S RESOLUTIONS.

AT a meeting of the Edinburgh Presbytery of the Free Church of
Scotland yesterday-the Rev. Dr. Alexander Stewart moderatorthe Rev. Professor J. R. Mackay moved a resolution that the Presbytery
acknowledge the hand of God in the rejection of the revised English
Prayer Book by the House of Commons, and express their sense of
indebtedness to those members who were instrumental in bringing
about the resolution; and that a copy of the resolution be sent to
the Prime Minister, the Home Secretary, and Mr. Rosslyn Mitchell, M.P.
Had the revised Prayer Book been passed, said Professor Mackay,
it would have brought the Church of England into line with the Roman
doctrine of transubstantiation and the Mass. The Book was very
skilfully constructed and, he was sorry to say, in his own judgment,
somewhat artfully. If the book had become law it would have been
quite legal in the Church of England for an English priest at communion
to stand by the altar instead of the communion table, and instead of
using common bread to use wafers.
Mr. R. W. Sinclai.r, Edinburgh, speaking in favour of the resolution,
said that it was disheartening to those who had supported Mr. Baldwin
for so many years to find that he should support the revised Prayer
Book. They were deeply disappointed that Mr. Baldwin did not
give his weight to the side of the Protestant cause in this country.
Mr. W. Rounsfell Brown seconded and the resolution was carried.

Historjcal Parallel.
Mr. Brown moved a second resolution, which it was agreed to add
to that of Professor Mackay, that the Presbytery had noted in recent
discussions concerning the subject matter of the preceding resolution
some utterances of prominent persons disposed to parallel the decision
of the House of Commons with that of the House of Lords regarding
the Free Church in 1904, but with readiness to see Divine interposition
only in the more recent, but not in the earlier, event. The Presbytery
urged upon the members of their congregations not to give heed to
such partial and uncharitable views, but rather to consider afresh the
inspiring history of Scotland's contendings for religious liberty, and
as opportunity might arise in the exercise of political sufuage, to aid
a sister Church in England in any wise effort for attainment of the like
high privilege.-From the" Glasgow Herald," Dec. 28th, 1927.
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"THE KING OF GLORY."
A SERMON PREACHED

BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" Who is even at the right hand of God."-RoMANS viii. 34.
THE right hand of God, dear friends.· That is the highest place of
honour in the universe. The right hand of God! Had Jehovah the
Father had it in His power to confer any higher position upon His
perfected Son He would have placed Him there. And so it is a wondrous
thought this, that it was beyond Jehovah's power to exalt Jesus
more highly than He has exalted Him. When we think of the love
the Father has ever borne that Blessed One we may well believe He
provided His best for Him. So that when the heavens acclaimed
Him, the returning Conqueror, " Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come
in "-the Father welcomed Him into the glory which He had shared
with Him before the worlds were, and bade Him sit down at His right
hand. "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand,
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." I remember many years
ago having said from this place in a passing observation, it may be
others have not kept it in mind, that ever since the Lord Jesus ascended
up on high to take His seat st the right hand of God, God has been
occupied now for nineteen hundred years in making a footstool for
His Son. "Till I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." Therefore as
we intelligently enter into that thought our minds are much rested
and comforted as we look round about us upon the seeming turmoil,
unrest, conflict, anarchy, on every side. Our minds are now pacified
by this blessed thought, My Father is making all these His enemies
a footstool for His Son. It is very wonderful how God works out His
purposes, those counsels of His, those everlasting thoughts of His
heart, which no power on earth, nor hell, can really hinder by a moment
of time, by a moment of time. God is never put back, nor has He
lost time, in the conduct of His work. Although we see not yet all
things put under ·the enthroned One's feet, yet by faith we see Him
enthroned, " crowned with glory and honour "-" Who is even at the
right hand of God."
Then, as I was led in my opening prayer to observe, this is a wonderful
truth that He Who is seated at the right hand of Jehovah's majesty
and glory is there seated Son of man-Son of man. Not the highest
archangel is enthroned in heaven, no. All those marvellous intelligences about which we know very little, very little indeed-and are
not curious to know much more-dear friends, these always stand
before the Throne. You never read of angels being seated in heavenly
places. We read of the Son of man enthroned. He is resting from
His work of atonement, from His sacrificial work, from all that work
which His Father gave Him to perform in the " outer court" of the
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tabernacle. Now He is within the veil-seated. And here a thought
occurs to one, a thought of contrast. For the typical High Priest of
old, Aaron and his successors, who on the day of atonement were
permitted, and only then throughout the year, to enter into the Holiest
of all, not without blood, no seat was provided. You never read that
Moses was instructed to make a seat for the High Priest in the Holy
of holies. Why so? Because, dear friends, the whole ritual, thp.
Tabernacle and all its furniture and appurtenances, were typical, there
was no finality in them. To sit down implies finality. It implies
that the work is finished. Now the High Priest's work was never a
finished work. The remembrance was made of sin every year. It
was brought up again and another atonement-typical-had to be
offered typically for sin. And so year by year another and another, to
show that the blood of all these bulls could never take away sin because
in the first place it could not give satisfaction to God's holy law morally,
and because in the next place it could not make the worshipper perfect,
because it did not touch his conscience. All these imperfect types
lacking, as they did, finality-and I illustrate that fact by the absence
of any seat provided in the holy of holies for the High Priest-were
intended to lead the people of God to long after a better condition of
things, even a perfect condition of things-the Gospel condition of
things, when the true Sacrifice should be once for all offered, and
having been offered once for all should nowhere be recognized as
continued on the one hand, nor repeated on the other-not as Ritualists,
alas! are teaching, dead against God's Word. No, they looked forward,
those Old Testament worshippers, looked beyond and through he
ritual of the Tabernacle and the Temple to the coming of Him Who
should bring in a better hope. That law, that system-legal, ceremonial
and typical-was as a schoolmaster to lead to Christ. But Christ
being come a High Priest of good things to come, by a better Sacrifice
and by a better Tabernacle, has perfected all whom the Father has
set apart, and therefore it is so fit, so consistent, and so edifying too
for us to note that the Son of man is represented to us now as seated.
A seat has been found for Him, a Throne, and-as I have before
remarked-the highest place of .honour in the universe. And we
worship Him by faith this morning, the glorified Son of man, co-equal
as God with the Father, as touching his Manhood inferior to the
Father, these two Natures indissolubly united in His One Person.
There He is. Him we worship. We rejoice in our King as the Holy
Spirit ministers liberty of soul, and the more we contemplate Him the
more lovely and attractive does He become to our worshipping hearts.
If we turn for a few moments to that precious Book of Revelation,
the 12th chapter, we have in the opening verses a marvellous vi ion
granted to the seer in Patmos concerning both the Church and Christ j
in fact in those opening verses we have an epitome of the Gospel.
" And there appeared," he says, " a great wonder (or sign) in heaven;
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon
her head a crown of twelve stars; and she being with child cried,
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travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared
another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And
his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them
to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready
to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And
she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod
of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to His throne."
There you have in so few verses an epitome of the Gospel. You have
the Church set before you in all her gracious perfections under the
figure of a woman. In Holy Scripture this is a frequent symbol
employed of Churches. In this one Book of the Revelation we have
two women, representative of two Churches. The one, the Bride,
the Lamb's wife; and the other, the false woman, Babylon the great,
the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth, on whose brow
was written "Mystery,"-apostate Christendom. So now in this
Scripture we have the Bride, though she is not so called here because
she is presented to us in another relation; it is of her that He comes
forth. Without doubt "our Lord sprang out of Judah," the royal
tribe of the twelve, and those twelve tribes compacted together in
Old Testament times constituted the visible Church. So that Stephen,
in the Acts, referring to the people of God, the offspring of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, spake of them as "the Church in the wilderness."
Now here it is this wilderness woman. If you read the chapter through
presently you will find a place was found for her" in the wilderness"
when the persecutions multiplied upon her from the great red dragon,
the devil, the god of this world, the prince of darkness. This woman
is " clothed with the sun," that is, the glory of the heavens. Thus her
glory is no created glory, hers is the reality of glory. Hers is a Divine
glory clothed upon her, pure and heavenly in its character. The
moon, which is the symbol of night, is under her feet. This is the
Church travelling in the power of God in the earth. She has the kingdom of darkness under her feet because the Church of God is separated,
called out of darkness into marvellous light. God is "the Father of
lights" and His children, called by: grace, are said to have been once
" darkness" but now are they light in the Lord and so they have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them. And thus it is she is represented as having the symbol of
night under her feet. She has a crown upon her head, a crown of
twelve stars. Well, we know from the first chapter of the Book of
Revelation that the stars are significant of ministries, for we find there
that He who walked amongst the golden candlesticks held stars in
His hand, in His right hand, and these stars are said to be the chief
ministers of Churches in Asia. And so in many other ways, especially
in this Book of Revelation, the stars are symbolical of ministries.
Now the glory of the Church is the Gospel ministry. A Church without
the Gospel, dear friends, is a lamp that can give no light. But where
the Gospel is preached there will be a gathering together of God's
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people. There will be the calling of some of them out of darkness
into the marvellous light. There will be edification, the work of
upbuilding continually going on in the hearts of them that believe.
I say again that one of the most choice gifts God has conferred by
His ascended Son upon the redeemed Church is the gift of the Gospel
ministry. When He ascended up on high leading captivity captive,
He received gifts for men, and He gave them some prophets, and some
evangelists, pastors and teachers, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the Body, until all believers should come to the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. This is God's end. And so
the grace of this Church is, as I said before, a Gospel ministry.
And so it is that out of that Church in the wilderness Christ came
forth. And immediately He came forth Satan confronted Him and
the Church to destroy both, stirring up as he did in the case of the Holy
Child one of the greatest persecutors of the period. And yet you see
how God watched over His own cause, how He had a hiding place for
His dear Son, and how He watched over the interests of the Church
by watching over Him since the interests of the Church are identical
with the interests of Christ-you cannot separate the one from the
other. So that when our Heavenly Father watched over the Infant
Child Jesus He was watching over the redemption of His people. He
was watching over the atonement for their sins. He was watching
over their reconciliation unto God. He was watching over their
justification, their sanctification, their preservation, and their glorifi.cation. All these their interests were lovingly watched over when
the Father provided a hiding-place in Egypt for the holy persecuted
Child. And so we read in those brief words in the fifth verse the One
destined to rule all nations with a rod of iron was caught up unto God
and to His Throne, and there He sits this morning-" Who is even at
the right hand of God."
(To be concluded.)
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON

By

THE REV. RALPH ERSKINE, MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN
DUNFERMLINE, PREACHED AT GLASGOW, ON MONDAY,
OCTOBER 4th, 1747.

" We krww that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His purpose."-ROMAKS
viii. 28.
THIS chapter is like a string of pearls, everyone of them more precious
than another; if we might loose the string and single out this one
from among the rest, to take a particular view thereof, we may find
an immense worth and preciousness in it. The whole of this chapter
is consolatory; and holds forth some special grounds of consolation
for supporting justified and sanctified ones against all evil whatsoever.
We may take up the substance of the chapter in four heads:-
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1. We have comfort against the condemning sentence of the law,
in the beginning of the chapter, to the fifth verse. Such as have union
with Christ, have no reason to fear the dreadful sentence of the minatory
part of the law.
2. We have comfort against indwelling sin, that adheres even to
them that are justified and sanctified; for, it shall never hinder the
indwelling of the Spirit here, nor the glorious resurrection of the body
at the last day, nor the eternal happiness of both soul and body; from
the fifth to the seventeenth verse.
3. There is comfort against all afflictions, crosses, and tribulations
in this world; from verse seventeen to thirty-three.
4. Not only comfort against all adversity, but against all adversaries
whatsoever, and against all charges and challenges, insomuch, that
believers are brought in triumphing in the God that justifies, so as
none can lay anything to their charge.
The chapter begins with no condemnation to the believer; and it
ends with no separation from Christ; and, to be sure, the top stone
has a solid foundation, for nothing can be more certain than this,
that there is no condemnation to them, as to whom there is no separation
from Christ. This text is one of the pearls of the third part of this
chapter; and it contains a sum of the believer's comforts. There
are two things especially that hinder the comfort and consolation of
a Christian: the one is sin, the head of the serpent; and the other
is affliction, the tail of the serpent: against which the apostle brings
a sovereign remedy, taken from the providence of God, which is the
daily executor of His purpose. Working all things according to the
counsel of His will, and making them the means to help forward the
happy end: nothing shall hinder, but rather everything shall promote,
their spiritual good and eternal happiness. "All things sh;;.11 work
together for good to them that love God, to them that are the called
according to His purpose." The words contain two general parts.
We have (1) A Divine consolation, encouragement, and privilege:
" We know that all things work together for good." (2) A due limitation or restriction, specifying the objects to whom this comfort pertains;
it is" to them that love God, and are called according to His purpose."
1. We have a Divine consolation, or great privilege, asserted, wherein
you may observe four things most comfortable and remarkable:
(1) A blessed end proposed, namely, good; spiritual and eternal
good; (2) The plentiful means for accomplishing this end, namely,
all things. Here is a general including all particulars; (3) The
harmonious influence that these means have for reaching this end,
they work; and they work together in a wonderful harmony; (4) The
certain evidence hereof. "We know it," says the apostle, both by faith
and experience, " that all things work together for good to them that
love God." The operation of the Spirit, in helping the infirmities of
the saints, of which the apostle was just now speaking, is not more
certain than this wonderful dispensation of providence; for it is
emphatically asserted, in connection with that and the other great
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truths here delivered; and" We know that all things work together
for good to them that love God."
2. We have a due limitation, or restriction; or, if you will, a specification of the objects to whom this comfort pertains, to them that love
God, and are the called according to His purpose. And here also four
things may be observed. (1) The cardinal grace by which the believing
child of God is described, namely, love. (2) The glorious object on
whom this love is terminate, namely, God. Every believer is a lover;
and the principal object of his love, is a God in Christ. (3) The
immediate root and spring of this love, and that is calling; they are
called, viz., effectually, and so have Christ formed in them, and are
new creatures. (4) The eternal foundation of this call, and that is
the Divine purpose; they are called "according to purpose"; and
this purpose of God, as the foundation of effectual calling, is more
clearly explained in the following verses, 29, 30. "Whom He did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His Son. Moreover, Whom He did predestinate, them He also called;
and whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified,
them He also glorified." There is, therefore, here a remarkable chain
in answering this question, Who they are to whom " all things shall
work together for good ~" Why, it is the elect. But, how shall we
know who are the elect ~ Why, they are effectually called in time.
But how shall we know who are effectually called ~ Why, even by
their love to God; we may know eternal election by vocation; and
effectual vocation by our internal affection toward God in hrist.
Observe in general, "That God's free love and gracious purpose, is
fertile and productive of many precious fruits." Why, on this root
grows the blessing of effectual calling, wherein the seed of all grace
is sown, whence love particularly springs; insomuch, that our love
to God, if it be true and genuine, is the fruit of God's everlasting love
to us. On this root also grows the co-operation of all things for our
good; insomuch, that it may well be said of believers in Christ, and
lovers of God, " All things are yours." The God that made all things,
had no other design in doing so, but His own glory, and the good of
His friends and lovers. O! how fruitful is his free love and gracious
purpose ~ I might here relate to you some of the special frmts of
His love; but I proceed to the doctrine I mainly intend.
Some of the good things which shall "work together for good to
them that love God.
1. To begin with the best, God Himself, Who is the chief good; He
works for their good. He that made all things, and orders all things,
and governs all things, and to Whom all things are nothing, and by
Whom all things subsist and move; if He work for their good, all things
must do so, according as He orders them; but so it is, that God, and
all things in God, work for their good. All the attributes of God work
for their good, His wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, faithfulness, His infinity, eternity, unchangeableness. I might particularly
instance in everyone of them, but I only consider them altogether
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working for their good (Gen. xvii. 1, 2). "I am God all-sufficient;
walk before Me, and be thou perfect. I will make My Covenant between
me and thee," intimating His all-sufficiency was to be forthcoming
by way of free Covenant promise; "My grace shall be sufficient for
thee." My wisdom shall be sufficient for thy direction; My power
for thy protection; My holiness for thy sanctification; my justice
for thy justification, upon the footing of a justice-satisfying sacrifice;
My mercy, for thy commiseration; my truth and faithfulness, for
thy consolation; my unchangeableness, for thy security and confirmation; and My eternal being for thy eternal blessedness. Again, as
all the attributes of God, so all the works of God that ever he made,
work for His people's good: His great end in making the world, was
for the glory of His name and the good of His elect. Wherefore made
He heaven and earth 1 Why, He made heaven for their habitation,
in the end; and earth, for their accommodation by the way: and
hence not only are they heirs of heaven but of the earth also; "Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth" (Matt. v. 3). Again,
not only all His works, but all His words work for their good; both
law and Gospel, by showing them their sin and misery: the Gospel
is the glass wherein they see the glory of Christ, and of God in him
to their transformation (2 Cor. iii. 18). In short, all the threatenings
of the Word are for their excitation; all the promises for their consolation, all the precepts for their direction; all the doctrines of it for their
information; and all the parts of it, even everything in it, for their
edification. Again, not only all the words and actions of God, but all
the thoughts and purposes of God work for their good: "I know the
thoughts which I think toward you, thoughts of good, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end" (Jer. xix. 11). As they are called
according to His purpose, so they are justified, sanctified, and saved
according to His purpose, and will be glorified to eternity, according
to His purpose.
2. Christ, and all His furniture, work for their good; for, "He is
made of God to them, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). All that Christ did in the flesh; all that
He suffered; all that He has done from eternity, and in time; all
that He is doing in heaven; and all that He will do at the great day,
work for their good. All his appearances are for their good; He lived
for their sakes, and died for their sins, and rose for their justification.
See how the apostle triumphs in the good that comes by Christ's death,
resurrection, ascension, and intercession in the context here (verses
33, 34). All His offices work for their good; as a Prophet, He is the
wisdom of God, for their illumination: as a Priest, the righteousness
of God, for their justification; and as a King, the power of God, for
their sanctification. O! what matter is here, were we to speak of
all things that belong to His person and His purchase; his authority
and ability to save; His fulness to supply; His fitness to redeem;
His sweetness to endear, and His brightness to display all the glorious
perfections of God! (see Col. ii. 9; John i. 14, 16).
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3. The Spirit, and all His fulness, work for their good; all His
operations and influences (John xvi. 8); all His fruits and graces
spoken of (Gal. v. 22); all His various motions, whether as water,
for cleansing them; as wind for refreshing them; as fire for warming
their hearts; or as oil for anointing the wheels of their souls; all the
sanctifying operations of the Spirit; all His comforting operations ;
all His enlightening, quickening, strengthening, enlarging, and sealing
operations. I must here but mention the fields that I might go through.
The Spirit works for their good as He is a Spirit of faith, a Spirit of
repentance, a Spirit of love, and power, and of a sound mind; as He
is a Spirit of prayer, grace and supplication, helping our infirmities,
and teaching us to pray with groanings which cannot be uttered, as
you see in the verse immediately preceding the text.
4. The everlasting Covenant, and all the blessings of it, work for
their good; yea, this is their salvation and all their pleasure (2 Sam.
xxiii. 5). This Covenant of promise is a bundle or heap of good things
laid up for them. The fulness of the Covenant brings good news of
supply to them, however poor and empty they are. The freeness of
the Covenant brings good news of salvation to them, however guilty
and unworthy they are in themselves. The stability of the Covenant
brings good news of perseverance to them however fickle and changeable, and unstable they are in themselves. The blood of the Covenant,
which is the condition thereof, the everlasting righteousness of Christ,
brings the good news of all spiritual blessings bought with His blood,
"In whom all the promises are Yea and Amen."
5. All Divine providences work for their good. "His eyes run to
and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in their
behalf" (2 Chron. xvi. 9). All the special acts of providence; all that
befell Adam before the fall, in the fall, and after the fall. He was in
a state of innocency; yet he sinned; and what need have I to be
watchful, may the believer say though I be in a state of grace 1 Thus
his innocency works for good. In Adam's fall he sees how sin was
brought into the world, and that he hath sinned. What happened
to Adam after the fall, gives a view both of the misery of a natural
state, and of the remedy that God hath provided in Christ, the promised
seed. All that befell the good angels, is a part of merciful providence
that works for their good: they received their confirmation in their
happy state by the Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ; and how much
more may believers expect to be confirmed in a state of grace by the
Lord Jesus, Who took not on Him the nature of angels, to be their
Redeemer, but the seed of Abraham 1 All the great deliverances
wrought for the Church and people of God, in all ages, work for
their good. What He did for Israel in Egypt, at the Red Sea, in
the wilderness; what He did for them at Jordan; what He did for
them in Canaan; how He drove out the heathen, and rebuked kings
for their sakes; what He has done for His Church in general, and
His children in particular, all work for the good of His people, to
encourage their faith, and forward their confidence in the Lord.
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6. All Divine ordinances work for their good, such as a Gospel
ministry and all the ministerial gifts they are designed " for perfecting
the saints and edifying of the body of Christ" (Eph. iv. 12). Gospel
sacraments, viz., baptism and the Lord's supper; the one a seal of
their incorporation into Christ, and the other a seal of their confirmation. If this sacramental solemnity work for any saving good to you,
it is a fruit of this promise. All the gifts and graces, not only of
ministers, but of private Christians, work for their good, as well as
their own gifts and graces; for, not only Paul and Apollos, and Cephas,
is theIrs, but the communion of saints contributes for their good
(Heb. x. 24, 25). All the prayers of the saints work for their good:
as their prayers, their fervent prayers avail much; so it is a great
comfort to have a stock, or numerous conjunctions of prayers going
up for them, when they themselves are in distress, or out of tune,
or unfit for this exercise. All Divine ordinances, word and sacraments,
thus work for good. The Word is the savour of life to them; and the
sacraments, the medicine of life, and no wonder; for, in the Word,
there is the breath of God; and in the sacraments, the blood of God.
7. In a word, all the mercies of God, temporal and spiritual, work
for their good, for the goodness of God leads them to repentance;
and all the works of the godly work for the good of believers; their
good works, and good example, serving for their excitation and imitation.
Some of the evil things which shall "work together for good to
them that love God :1. Satan, and all his temptations and suggestions, work together
for good to God's children; for, " God knows how to deliver the godly
out of temptation" (2 Pet. ii. 9). God would never have let the
serpent bite their heel if He had not designed to break his head, and
to bruise him under their feet. All that the devil and his instruments
can do, will work for their good. They may plot, contrive, reproach,
persecute, imprison, banish, yea, and take away our lives, and yet
all shall work for good; because" The Son of God is manifested to
destroy the works of the devil"; both his in-works of deceit, and his
out-works of violence.
2. All their wants and weaknesses work for their good (2 Cor. xii. 9).
From their wants, He takes occasion to magnify his sufficiency; and
from their weakness to magnify His power: "My grace shall be
sufficient for thee and My strength shall be perfected in thy weakness.
Most gladly therefore," says the apostle, " will I glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me."
3. All their inward trials work for their good, even those that issue
from the Lord's hiding and withdrawing Himself; whether, in point
of grace, withholding the influences of His Spirit; or in point of
comfort, denying the light of His countenance (Isa. liv. 7, 8). He
frowns a little that His after-smiles may do them the more good when
they get them. He orders their momentary, short-lasting desertions,
for heightening the price of his everlasting comforts: his design of
leaving Zion to say, "The Lord hath forsaken me, my God hath
6

78

The Gospel Magazine

forgotten me," is that He may take occasion to hug and caress them
the more kindly in His bosom, as a mother doth her child; "Can a
woman forget ger sucking child, that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb ~ Yea, they nay forget, yet will I not forget
thee" (Isa. xlix. 15). Again,
4. All their outward trials and afflictions work for their good;
whether those that are punitive for correcting their faults; or those
that are probative, for trying their graces; in the issue they will still
have occasion to say with David (Psa. cxix. 71), "It is good for me
that I have been affiicted." Why, physic is sometimes as good as
food; yea and more necessary many times, however uneasy it may
be: "You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore will I punish you for your iniquities." It is as good for a child
of God to be punished, as it is for a young tree to be pruned (John
xv. 2); yea, the pressure of affiiction may press out the fragrant smell
of their graces.
5. All their sufferings, for the cause of Christ, work for their good
(Phi!. i. 12, 19). This turns to "the furtherance of the Gospel" and
to their salvation. They need not grudge any reproach or persecution
they meet with for the truths of the Gospel, and for their love to Christ,
nor any loss they sustain, of name, credit, or profit, in this cause,
for it is to be repaid-even here, a hundred fold, and hereafter a
thousand thousand fold. This is the particular the apostle seems
especially to point at in the context (verses 17, 18). "If we suffer
with him, we shall also be glorified together." And," The sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
that shall be revealed in us." However, this particular is so included,
as that nothing else is excluded; for, " All things shall work together
for their good." All things in the world, good or bad, shall work for
their good; all things past, present, or to come; the past decrees
of God, the present dispensations of God, and the future accomplishments of the purposes of God. All things in heaven, earth, and hell ;
all the mercies of heaven, all the malignities of earth, and all the
malice of hell, shall work for their good. Let Joseph's brethren,
moved with envy, cast him into a pit, or sell him into Egypt; let
Potiphar thrust him into a filthy prison; yet the wisdom of God comes
into the game, and turns all about to a glorious and beautiful issue,
to the exaltation of Joseph, and the preservation of thousands alive
in famine. What though Mordecai suffer, and Haman reign and
insult for a while ~ Infinite wisdom holds the balance of providence
in her hand, and will soon turn the scale. Thus I have hinted at a
few of the All things that shall work together for good.
(To be continued.)
" A RIGHT estimate (of ourselves) can never be other than a very
humble one, since, whatever there is of good in us, is not of ourselves,
but of God."-Dr. O. Bodge.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
GOD-REVERERS IN A TIME OF APOSTASY.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon
His name."-MALACHI iii. 16.
WHEN Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, uttered these
words as God's spokesman, it was a time of national declension, when
priests and people had departed from the ways and commandments
of God. It was a time, indeed, like the present-a time of apostasy,
when many teachers in Christendom are denying fundamental truths
of the Holy Scriptures, while others are promulgating doctrines contrary
to the same Scriptures. A time when, speaking generally, the people
are content to have it so. A time like the days of the Prophet Jeremiah, when, "A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the
land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by
their means; and my people love to have it so" (Jer. v. 30, 31).
But there was a God-revering remnant of whom the words of the
text are spoken.
We will, then, consider this Scripture as having application to the
clo&oe of the present dispensation, which many signs of the times warn
us to be near. As then, so now, God has a faithful remnant, who fear
(revere) Him. "Even so then at this present time also there is a
remnant according to the election of grace." The interpretation of
these words (Rom. xi. 5), has relation to Israel, but it has application
to this Church age also. Those who compose this faithful remnant
"speak often one to another." One believer speaks with another
(or writes to another), of those things which are nearest to his heart's
affections, and of Him Who is "The chiefest among ten thousand,
and the altogether lovely," his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This
is pleasing to the Lord. He hears, and will remember it too. "The
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
before Him." The Syriac version reads: "A record was written in
a book of remembrance." What an act of grace!
But there are some who find it difficult to speak of Him, or for Him,
as did Moses, who said to the Lord, " 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent,
neither heretofore, nor since Thou has spoken unto Thy servant: but
I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue" (Exod. iv. 10). How
comforting to such is the declaration that the book of remembrance
is ." for th,~m that feared (revered) the Lord, and that thought upon
H~s name.
To think upon His name, is to think of all that He is, and of all
that He has done for us, to Whom we owe our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life, and above all our eternal salvation.
It is to think of all His" exceeding great and precious promisfs" in
Christ Jesus (2 Peter i. 4).
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What a contrast to man by nature, of whom it is written, "God
is not in all his thoughts" (Ps. xix. 4)! And, again, " The thoughts
of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord" (Prov. xv. 26).

A NEW SONG.
OUR God is continually giving us cause for new songs. Day by day
the Spirit-opened eyes see around and within "new mercies each
returning day." New songs of joy and thanksgiving and praise should
be continually ascending to Him.
But since I last wrote for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, a signal deliverance
has been wrought for us as a Church and a nation. On December 15
our hearts were sinking low in apprehension of what seemed to be
coming upon us. Our Lord seemed to be turning His face from us
in our sore distress over the danger and the sin which loomed darkly
before us, and deliverance appeared hopeless. But the Lord Himself
intervened. He was Himself turning the hearts and judgment of
men, and He delivered us in an entirely unexpected way, indeed as
many of us expressed it, "it was a miraculous deliverance." He is
the God of the impossible, and He displayed His own glory in showing
that the impossible with man is the possible with God. His glory
and strength and grace have been exhibited in the deliverance of His
praying people. And their weakness has been overcome by -His
strength. "My grace is sufficient for thee." So a new song has been
put into our hearts, praises unto our God Who hath delivered, doth
deliver, and will yet deliver. May it be recognized by His beloved
redeemed ones, yea, in all the earth, and may He be magnified for ever.
He is rich in mercy. "He hath remembered us in our low estate, for
His mercy endureth for ever."
And so we see His love and His care wrapped around His Covenant
people, and His light shining in dark places.
"Wait till the morning breaketh,
And the night-shades flee away,
Then things ~tho' dark' obscureth,
Will shine forth clear as day."

How often He has given to us " songs in the night." "In the night
His song shall be with me." His lovingkindnesses rise to the memory
in the aloneness and silence of the night. Thus His song cheers the
heart and revives the faith and strengthens the hope of His dear
people. He will Himself rejoice over thee with singing. Just think,
dear Christ-loved reader, of His singing-singing over thee.
A new song. He spreads on every side themes for praise, and He
loves to hear thy voice, the voice of praise and thanksgiving, the voice
of prayer, the voice of need. At all times, in all places, thou mayest
hold sweet communion with Him and tell Him all thy difficulties, all
thy sorrows, all thy sins, all thy fears. He is interested in all His
dear redeemed ones. They are His property. He has bought them
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with His blood, and therefore for His own glory and His own joy.
He will make them His care, and cause them to rejoice in His faithfulness. In a precious little booklet of selected words by the Rev. J.
Ormiston, late Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we find that he wrote,
" Looking unto Jesus is the secret of present comfort, light and liberty,
while also it is connected inseparably with an entrance abundantly
into the rest that remaineth to the people of God. If God being with
us be so sweet, what must it be to be with God."
Oh! dear reader, we are enabled by the Holy Spirit to see Christ
here in all His tender manifestations of love in all directions, to drink
deeply of His love in all His providences, to see His prepared leadings,
sometimes blocking the way to our desires, but as we turn the corner,
we see not only the love-lighted way, but the love-blocked way that
we would fain have trod. We view but faintly here the pitfalls He
has kept us from. We shall have" a new song" at every turn. "Kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation." Kept for Himkept as the apple of His eye-kept to be one in Him. Kept from evil.
Very often we are enabled to see how marvellously we have been kept,
but we don't see all. We see dimly here as through a glass, but when
we reach the homeland,
" Then Lord shall we fully know,
Not till then how much we owe."
As it was with the three faithful ones in the burning fiery furnace,
as it was with Daniel in the den of lions, so it was with the Lord's
people who were waiting upon Him in the hour of apparently desperate
circumstances, that memorable evening during the debate on the
deposited Prayer Book in the House of Commons.
"Just in the last distressing hour,
The Lord displays delivering power."
He gave us " the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness," and
we proved as in so many instances before, both collectively and personally, that
"He will never fail us,
He will nQt forsake;
His eternal Covenant
He will never break."
There is a joy that only those in Christ can know, when faith again
revives hope, as we see He will not break the bruised reed.
It may be, probably there will be again, ere long, troublous times
ahead. Yet, yet dear child of God, He knows, He sees. So look up,
look off all around, look unto J esllS. He has been, He is, He will be
unchangeably the same. "Looking unto Jesus," with the eye of
faith firmly fixed on Him, will bring not only immediate relief, but
the heart will be filled with thrilling joy. He is the Captain of our
salvation. He not only endured pain and shame, but amid suffering
He had the great joy in view.
Looking unto Jesus hear His, " Surely I come quickly," fear no evil,
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" It is I, be not afraid. " We are looking forward to meeting Him
in the air. Pulses quicken, eyes brighten, ears strain to catch the first
faint sound of His approach. I was told once of an epitaph on a
Bishop's grave. It was just four simple words, "The trumpet shall
sound," so reassuring to the bereaved. And at this sound all Christ's
people shall rise to meet Him in the air, caught up in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye. No matter what we are doing or where we
are. Let us be always on the watch, always listening, longing, a
separated people unto Him. And while listening and longing let us
be closely following Him, asking His guidance every step of the way,
and so through all the days before us,
"All paths are safe, where He doth lead the way,
All places Bethels are, where He doth stay;
All darkness dies, where He is light of Day."

I will close this little paper with another extract from our late
beloved Editor's Selected Words. I have heard him repeat them from
the pulpit, and the strong sweet emphasis upon the" He is coming"
was forceful. "Beloved in the Lord Jesus, let us daily await His
heavenly approach, and at the set moment, in the twinkling of an eye
we shall be caught up to the air to meet Him, to see Him as He is,
and to be for ever with Him, with His adorable Self. He is coming,
He is coming-He is coming. Yet a little while, and He that shall
come, will come, and will not tarry." He will take us to be with
Himself always and for ever. A new and everlasting song up there.
NETTlE.
"EVEN UNTO THIS DAY."
PERHAPS some day, if they carry out their proposal to harness the
Jordan, they will come across the twelve stones that are there until
this day. What a sight they would present to a God-fearing navvy.
A thousand years would indeed appear to be but as one day before the
indestructible work of God. It would be His work. No Israelite
would be at hand to say that such and such was the stone that he
carried, or another to say that he- was the bearer of the heaviest, and
there it was. No, all their hands are cold and still in dust, while what
God did has remained. He led His people through the river on dry
land, and all was in majesty and order. Although" they hasted to
pass over," it was not that they were winged with fear. No pursuer
was behind them this time; the Ark of God was with them and the
promised land before them, and undismayed, in quietness and in
confidence they went over. In Jordan, and out of it, the twelve
stones witnessed that the Lord carries His people all the way. The
elements are all one with Him Who made them. No weakness or
feebleness of His people will prevent their reaching the other side,
even although it is onfoot that they have to go through. He is strong
in power, and not one faileth. And if He is strong in power, He is
tender in compassion. Samson proved this in Ramath-Iehi. He had
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been slaying the enemies of the Lord, heaps upon heaps of them, until
the slaughter was over, and the victory was his. But what was victory
to him, if he must perish with exhaustion 1 He was powerless to call
rain from above, powerless to bring it from beneath. And he prayed
to God, if prayer it can be called that has no petition in it, "Thou
hast given this great deliverance into the hand of Thy servant, and
now must I die of thirst?" Surely it was prayer such as the Lord
taught His disciples to pray, " Thine is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory." God alone had helped him-God alone could. "And
God c1ave a hollow place ... and there came water thereout," and
he was revived. And thus the Lord perfected that which concerned
him. What would Abraham's riches have been to him if he had still
remained without an heir? What would Achsah's south land, if no
springs of water had been added. " Shall I bring to the birth and not
bring forth? saith the Lord: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the
womb? saith thy God." So He asked His Old Testament saints, and
to His New Covenant Church, will He not with Christ also freely
give all things?
I have been to-day to the funeral of one of the daughters of the Lord
Almighty. It was very peaceful. In tender mercy the rain was
restrained while we were in the cemetery. She has served her day
and generation in the most exemplary devotion, all her life long, to
her family. She knew Whom she believed. One evening I was saying
good-bye to her on the doorstep. She had been referring to a longdrawn-out burden of hers, and I said, "Well, there it is." And she
said, " Yes, and there He is." "He" was her stay and her stronghold
through fire and through water. She" went through the flood on
foot." Her strength was in Him Who made the mountains, her
refreshings with Him Who said, "If any man thirst, let Him come
unto Me and drink," and her ingathering was of Him Who has blessed
and led her across the wilderness and through the stream.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"UNEQUALLY YOKED."
J. B. W ADDINGTON;V!CAR OF Low MOOR, CLITHEROE.
A LETTER TO A YOUNG BELIEVER.

By THE LATE REV.

" Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap."-GALATIANS vi. 7.
DEAR YOUNG FRIEND IN CHRIST,

As young and inexperienced Christians are often in danger of worldly
companionship, which sometimes leads to an engagement, and eventually to union for life with one who is unconverted, I desire as a brother
who seeks your real interest and true happiness, to warn you in time,
so that you may" begin nothing of which you have not well considered
the end," and which you might bitterly regret when too late.
Let me, therefore, point out plainly the reasons why you as a
Christian ought not to marry one who is not.
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1. .AI3 one who is " saved" and" fO'l'given, " you ought not to marry
one who by unbelief is rejecting Christ, because it would be direct
disobedience to the express command of a loving Father, " Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers" (2 Cor. vi. 14).
2. As one who is " quickened" by the Holy Spirit, you ought not
to marry one who is not, because it would be to unite the living with
the dead.
3. As one who is " born again," you ought not to marry one who is
unregenerate, because it would be to unite a child of God with a child
of Satan.
4. As one who is " not of the world," you ought not to marry one
"who minds earthly thing'S," because it is written, "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father but is of the world" (1 John ii. 15, 16; see
also 2 Cor. v. 14, 15).
5. .AI3 one who has" joy and peace in believing," you ought not to
marry one who cannot understand or share your joy. Your happiness
would be blighted; "for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness ~ and what communion hath light with darkness ~ "
(2 Cor. vi. 14). "Can two walk together except they be agreed ~ "
(Amos iii. 3).
6. As one who looks for the coming of Ohrist you ought not to marry
one from whom you would then be for ever separated. For while
the believer would go into everlasting happiness, the unbeliever would
go into everlasting misery, and perhaps also your children, their souls
ruined (humanly speaking) through the worldliness of one parent, and
the inconsistency of the other.
Therefore, if you would have" the blessing of the Lord, which maketh
rich," and which "He addeth without sorrow" (Prov. x. 22), if
you would be truly happy, " walking in the fear of the Lord, and in
the comfort of the Holy Ghost," (Acts ix. 31), avoid worldly companionship, " Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life" (Prov. iv. 23). Resolve, trusting to Him Who alone can keep
you from falling, that if you marry, it shall be " ONLY IN THE LORD"
(1 Cor. vii. 39).
Remember our Saviour's admonition, "Watch and pray, that ye
enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak" (Matt. xxvi. 41).
Perhaps, however, you have allowed your affections to become
entangled, and are excusing yourself by saying, "The one whom I
love, will, I think, be converted after we are married."
Alas! how many have cherished the same vain hope (a hope without
a promise), and have made shipwreck of both their usefulness and their
happiness ~ One such recently wrote to me asking sympathy and
prayer: "Truly my sin has found me out. His Word to me was,
, Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.' But I trusted
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to my own strength, and in consequence I at last was persuaded by
him (my husband) that I could lead him after marriage to become not
only a Christian, but in time a Minister of the Gospel. May God
forgive me for daring to try to twist the Word of God to suit me,
instead of just simply taking Him at His Word!
" I have indeed bitterly suffered. . . . Twelve months ago my cruel
husband set off, and left me with our three children, and with debts
and difficulties on all sides. . . . I request your prayers and supplications for my godless husband, and also for myself, that in the midst
of all the perplexities and difficulties of the road, I may hold on my
way, and be enabled by God's grace to cast all my care upon Him,
Who careth for me . . . and bring my dear children up in the fear
and love of God and His Word."
May you, my dear young friend, take warning, and though it may
be as painful as plucking out an eye, or cutting off a foot, or even a
right hand, do not, I beseech you, take a step upon which you cannot
ask God's blessing, and which will, therefore, probably be fatal to your
happiness and your usefulness. Remember you will not lose in the
end by what you give up for your Saviour. (See Mark x. 28-31.)
Whereas if you persist in taking that which He does not see to be good
for you, it may, perhaps, be said of you, as of Israel of old, " He gave
them their desire, and sent leanness withal into their soul" (Psa. cvi.
15, P.B. Version).
May the HOLY SPIRIT lead you to attend to the admonition of one
who is a true friend.
In closing, I ask you, as one who has believed in Jesus to the salvation
of your soul, CAN you TRUST HIM with your temporal interests as you
do with your spiritual? Of this you may rest assured, that as the
all-wise God He knows what is best for you, and as the ever-loving
Father He will provide for you. (See Phil. iv. 19.) Therefore,
" Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass" (Psa. xxxvii. 5). Let the language of your heart
constantly be,
II Come, Gracious SPIRIT, Heavenly Dove,
With light and comfort from above;
Be Thou my Guardian, Thou my Guide,
O'er ev'ry thought and step preside."
Then, whatever He gives, or whatever He withholds, you will be
able cheerfully to acquiesce in His blessed will, spending and being
spent in the service of Him Who loved you, and washed you from your
sins in His own blood.
Being wise to win souls for Him by your testimony and example,
you will be able to say of them, with one who had" suffered the loss
of all things" for Christ, "What is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing 1 Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
at His coming 1 For ye are our glory and joy." (1 Thess. ii. 19, 20.)
That the Holy Spirit will guide you, bless you, keep you, and use
you for His glory, is the earnest wish and fervent prayer of, yours
faithfully in the Gospel.

86

The Gospel Magazine
THE " GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.

THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Miss D. Barry
0 4 0 Miss R. Robinson
0 8 0
Miss Hatch
o 14 0 Mr. G. H. Peace
0 4 0
Miss M. Kinbell
o 14 0
0 2 0 Mr. W. Butcher
"A Grateful Reader"
Miss A. C. Alexander .. 0 9 0
(per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 2 6 "L. A. B."
1 0 0
Mrs. Duffield ..
010 0 " T. B."
o 14 0
"G. W."
0 2 0 " E. L."
0 4 0
1 0 0 Mr. J. Northern
" 1 Peter iv. 10 "
010 0
"A Widow" ..
. . 0 2 0 Mrs. F. Matheson
·. 0 4 0
" S. S."
010 0 Pastor J. R. Huntley .. o 15 0
0 4 0 Mr. L. Holder ..
Mrs. E. Huzzey
1 8 0
Mrs. A. N. Williams
0 4 0 Mrs. A. A. Dalton
5 0 0
"M. E. T."
0 4 0 Mrs. Hickmott
·. 0 4 0
Mr. J. Secrett ..
0 8 0 Mr. E. Couseas
0 4 0
Mrs. M. Gimson
2 0 0 Mr. E. Parish ..
0 2 6
0 8 0
Miss K. E. Croft
0 4 0 Mrs. l\L E. Dance
0 4 0
" A Thankoffering"
0 2 6 Mrs. E. M. Ewart
o 10 0
" E. C." (Lewes)
1 0 0 Mrs. A. M. Rayner
1 0 0 Mrs. N. Howick
0 4 0
Miss M. E. Nuttall
Mrs. G. Worcester
1 0 0 Mrs. N. V. Anstee
· . 014 0
Mr. J. Harrington
0 4 0 Mr. C. Marsden
0 8 0
0 4 0 Miss J ohnson
014 0
Mrs. J. Sowerbutts
014 0 Mr. F. R. Wallis
0 4 0
" G."
Mr. B. Firminger
1 1 0 Mme. de Leuse
·. 0 4 0
0 8 0 Mi. J. S. Williamson .. 914 0
Mr. H. Shiles ..
0 8 0 Mrs. E. Foster
0 8 0
Miss A. Pearce
0 4 0
Mrs. Rutherford
.. 2 0 0 Miss E. G. Tucker
1 0 0
0 2 0 Mrs. Snook
Miss F. L. Sayer
0 8 0
Mr. G. Bromhead
1 10 0 Mr. P. W. Shepherd
o 14 0 Mrs. Elliott (Senr.)
0 2 0
Mr. F. E. Milward
0 4 0
Mrs. M. E. Lyon
0 4 0 Miss A. L. Wicking
014 0 "H. B."
Miss S. Ellis . .
·. 0 4 0
1 1 0
2 0 0 Mrs. E. S. Marriott
Mr. A. Jeeves ..
Mrs. K. O. Muller
"A Hidden Lover of
5 0 0
the Truth" ..
1 0 0 Mrs. S. Baldwin
·. 0 3 0
0 5 0 Mr. W. Fisher ..
I 14 0
Pastor S. W. White
0 5 0 Mrs. L. Halpin
0 2 2
Mr. C. T. Dutton
0 5 0 Mr. Owen Holder
314 4:
Mrs. S. Griffith
010 0 Mr. E. Harris ..
Mrs. S. Saunders
0 4 6
Mr. W. Prebble
2 2 0 " R " (Thankoffering for
National Deliverance
0 4 0
Mrs. H. Worrall
Mr. J. H. Litherland .. 0 4 0
from Prayer Book
Measure)
014 0
0 4 0
Mr. F. Woodward

...A

The Gospel Magazine
Mr. N. V. Roberts
Miss N. Walker
Mr. John Cordle
" Little Faith"
The Misses Blackith
Mr. R. Ashton
Mr. J. Brown ..
Miss M. H. GassIer
Mr. F. B. Cooke
Mr. A. Cornish
Mr. G. A. Knighton
Mrs. Brotheridge
Mrs. E. M. Hockley
Miss R. Baker
Mr. C. Brookman

£0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
2

4
4
4
5
0
4

0
0
0
0
0

8
4
0
o 15
0 4
1 0
0 3
010

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

6
6 0

Mr. W. L. Southworth
Miss G. Hazelton
"L. & R. W."
Mrs. Malcolm ..
Mr. H. W. Ash
Mr. J. E. Flegg
"T. A. W." and a South
African Friend
"A Widow" "
Mr. W. A. Davenport ..
Mr. E. Knight ..
Miss E. Peach ..
Mr. G. E. Skelton
Mrs. M. E. Taylor
Mr. Robert Spink

FREE CIRCULATION FUND.
Mrs. E. S. Marriott .. 0 6 o I Mrs. E. M. Hockley

87
£0 4
0 4
014
014
010
0 5

0
0
0
0
0
0

1 0
0 2
014
0 4
0 4
0 4
0 4
0 4

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

6 0

THE DEFEAT OF THE PRAYER BOOK MEASURE.
How THE NEWS WAS RECEIVED IN CHEFOO.
IN a letter dated December 21 last from the C.1.M. School for the
Children of Missionaries in Chefoo, China, our son (Mr. S. Houghton)
says, "The news of the defeat of the Prayer Book measure in the
Commons was hailed with tremendous enthusiasm in this household.
We had a special praise hymn for prayers that morning. I nearly
took the train home via Siberia on the spot: May all the glory be
given to God! I am so glad Russell Howden Wi;l,S in the forefront of
the battle. What a strengthening this will be to the faith of every
wholehearted believer! I expect you all felt nearly as hysterical as
I did."
Other letters keep arriving, all indicating how universally it was
felt by the Lord's scattered people that God had wrought marvelloudy
on their behalf.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" IN NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA.
THE Librarian of the Free Library at St. John, New Brunswick, Canada,
writing under date November 18, 1927, to one of our readers, who
supplies the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to that Institution, says :" Your letter of the 7th inst. received and thank you for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which we have received regularly, and I can assure you
it is very much appreciated. There are quite favourable comments
expressed in regard to the contents of the Magazine, and after we
are through with it we give it to some who are interested in the articles
contained in each number. The doctrinal expositions, as well as the
articles on the Prayer Book revision, are looked forward to each month."
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)poung .folks' lPage.
"TAKE HEED."

Two little words claim our attention. No doubt you have heard them
many a time. Sometimes they may have been said to you with much
earnestness and concern by mother or father, anxious that you should
avoid a certain danger in which you seemed to be placed. How very
different would have been the lives of some people if only they had
obeyed the words! A girl or boy may have many good qualities,
but if those in charge can say, " He-or she--is so heedless," we understand the words to mean that the one spoken of cares little for anybody's advice, and is wilful and careless. Of course, my dear young
readers, it ought 'never to be possible for this to be said of a true
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, who has been taught by the Holy
Spirit. Each believer has been bought with a price, and should now
live to His glory, seeking to please Him in all things.
And yet, though by grace we are saved, we need often to listen to
the two little words of warning. If you look into the New Testament,
and listen to the voice of Jesus, you will notice that He uses them in
connection with various subjects. Let us look at some of the instances.
" Take heed that ye do not your alms before men" (Matt. vi. 1).
Here the Lord teaches us never to boast of anything that we do, but
to give according to our means to please our Father in Heaven, not
desiring that others should know anything about it. He notices even
a cup of cold water given for His sake.
" Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones" (Matt. xviii.
10). By these words the Lord teaches us to be very kind and gentle
in dealing with His believing little ones. It is lovely to see His own
attitude towards the young, and He is our perfect example.
In three cases, the Lord uses the words " take heed" in reference to
the teaching which we may receive from others, telling us to be careful
how as well as what we hear, to beware of the leaven-or the false
teaching which abounds around us-and not to be deceived. Only by
testing all teaching by God's Word can we thus" take heed" (Mark
viii. 15; Luke viii. 18; Matt. xxiv. 4).
Twice the Lord uses the words in reference to His return, when He
will come again to welcome all His believing people to Himself (Luke
xxi. 34 and Mark xiii. 33). He wishes us to be looking for His coming,
and not to be so occupied with pleasures and cares that we forget that
glorious time. Then He says, " Take heed, watch and pray." May
you each be enabled to watch against sin of every kind, and to " pray
without ceasing" for the help which He alone can give.
E. A, H.
"GOD is a Friend that will not fail us when other friends do."Matthew Henry.
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caottefJponlJenft.
THE PROPOSED NEW PRAYER BOOK.
PRAYER-STILL OUR GREATEST NEED.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
SIR,-Some weeks ago we ventured, in view of the grave situation
caused by the Deposited Book, to write asking for prayer.
We pointed out that the issues before Members of. Parliament, and
those associated with the present crisis, were most serious, and that
their decisions might have far-reaching results; we therefore invited
all who were watching with great anxiety the trend of events to join
in prayer that Divine wisdom and guidance might be given.
At the present moment earnest prayer is more needed than ever.
We venture to renew the suggestion that was made, that some definite
time each day might be set aside for this purpose. Some may find it
convenient to give, say, five minutes between 9.30 and 10 o'clock
each evening.
Yours, etc.,
H. W. HINDE,
Vicar and Rural Dean of
Islington (Ohairman).
E. A. KNOX, Bishop.
T. W. H. INSKIP.
ARTHUR MERCER.
Oommittee for the Maintenance of Truth and Faith,
The Vicarage. Islington, N.l.
t9tote~tant

l!)etlCon.

MINISTERIAL DISHONESTY.
(From The Free Presbyterian Magazine.)
THERE is no class of men whose calling so emphatically demands
honesty as the professed servants of Jesus Christ. All their dealings
with their fellow-men should be characterized by above-board dealings
and sterling honesty. That does not mean that in so acting they
will necessarily receive credit for it from their fellow-men. Oftentimes it will be the reverse. Motives will be imputed to them and
mistaken and biased judgments will be pronounced on their actions
and words which, in the light of the real facts of the case, are unjust
and sometimes cruel. There are minds incapable of distinguishing
between caution, alike in speech and action, and cunning. The verdict
coming from such sources need not be seriously regarded. It will
weigh very lightly in the scales of justice. But, while this is so, it is
expected of the servants of God that they should have consciences
void of offence toward God and toward men; their profession demands
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it, and solemn promises made by them render it obligatory that they
should implement them. The experience of the Christian Church has
taught it that some statement of faith professed should be formulated
so that it may be subscribed by those who are bound together in a
common bond of belief. This is necessary to maintain order in the
professing Church of Christ in the world. Hence the necessity of
creeds in which certain beliefs are set forth which those who subscribe
them profess to find in the Word of God. The doctrines contained
in these creeds, in so far as they are the truths of God, are binding on
the consciences of all who subscribe them. And, in cases where these
doctrines have been solemnly subscribed in the presence of men, there
is a duty laid upon the subscriber alike to his God and his fellow-men
that when his views change he should honestly and without hesitation
renounce the emoluments that are attached to the profession of faith
he has made. These thoughts have been suggested to our mind in
connection with certain recent notorious happenings in the Church of
England. But the plague that is undermining the spiritual vitality
of Christianity is not confined to the Church of England. It is
permeating the whole religious life of the land. Here are men,
who have come under the most solemn promises as to certain articles
of faith which they professed to believe at their ordination, coolly and
calmly taking advantage of the position which such a profession has
conferred on them, renouncing and denouncing these articles as no
longer worthy of being held by intelligent men. One would naturally
think that common honesty would demand of them a renunciation
of the emoluments the moment they renounced the faith they formerly
professed. In recent times we have heard a great deal about the
inviolability of contracts between master and servant, and rightly so;
but how can the professing Church lift its voice like a trumpet when
its own conduct in such matters indicates that its mentality is of the
German type as to solemn treaty obligations which are regarded as
only scraps of paper 1 We have the Primate, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, publicly acknowledging his acceptance of an infidel view
of man's creation, while rebuking a Bishop for his antisacramentalism.
Then we have a Bishop of the same Church in one of her most famous
pulpits speaking about the opening chapters of Genesis as folklore.
The common honesty of the man in the street finds it hard to reconcile
such beliefs with solemn promises made at ordinations. And whenever
the morality of the professing Church sinks far below that of the mart,
then Ichabod is written over the portals, and the days of the Church's
usefulness are sealed. To add to the confusion, we have in the Church
of England another set of traitors who, while supported by the emoluments of a Protestant Church, are doing all they can to undermine
its Protestant foundations. The farce of one of these standing up in
St. Paul's and delivering a solemn protest against Dr. Barnes's sacramental teaching, while he himself has attended Mass in Roman Catholic
chapels, is ludicrous in the extreme, but lamentably sad when one
remembers that the honour of Christ's cause is at stake. Things have
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come to such a crisis in the Church of England that the question of
seceding from it is being publicly discussed by those who wish to live
up honestly to their profession. It is a serious state of morality in
any land when the rogues are left with the spoils while the true owners
are turned adrift, and M.P.'s should seriously consider this aspect of
the question when giving their vote on the Deposited Prayer Book.
But the plague, as hinted, is not confined to England. It is widely
spread in Scotland. For years Rationalism has been at work and is
now reaping its harvest. For the sake of expediency the two larger
Churches have postponed the movement to cut with the Confession
of Faith, but they have made no hiding that when the propitious
moment comes they have the will to set to the work with hammers
and axes. Why should they not honestly leave the emoluments
attached to the Westminster Confession doctrines and clear out if they
are tired and wearied of its Scriptural teaching 1 As a rule, men who
have departed from the faith are rarely straightforward and honest.
There is a twist in their mentality which is disconcerting to honest
men. They cleave to material things with a tenacity that has never
been surpassed by any limpet, and if they are dealt with in order to
take the step that common honesty demands them to take, then there
is a hue and cry that they are not being Christianly dealt with. There
have been some who honestly faced the consequences of their departure
from the creed they professed, and whatever else may be said about
them, they deserve credit for acting honestly, but how few they have
been in comparison with the host that undermined the faith while
cleaving to the emoluments that were attached to the profession of
that faith. It is in view of this dishonest conduct on the part of
office-bearers that our Synod in its declaration on Creed Subscription
says :-" The solemn promises and declarations made at ordinationcommonly called ordination vows-are made not so much unto men
as unto God, and are therefore of the like binding obligation with an
oath and ought to be made with the like seriousness and religious care."
As long as the aforementioned conditions prevail in the professing
Church in this land, and are condoned by its members and officebearers, they need not look for the blessing of God's Holy Spirit.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IN acknowledging receipt of the Society's Pension, one friend writing
says: "I am sending a few lines for my dear'father to thank you
very much for pension. He feels how very good the Lord is to him
in still providing for him and supplying his need; and above all for
the sweet hope of his interest in the blood and righteousness of the
dear Redeemer." This pilgrim has just passed his 88th birthday.
The Committee appreciate the kindness of officers of Churches in
arranging for services on behalf of the Society and taking an offering
for its funds. It would materially help if all Churches whose members
receive benefit could so favour the work.

92

The Gospel Magazine

The Christmas and New Year seasons, through the kindness of friends,
were made very bright for the inmates of the Homes.
A service will be held at the Baptist Chapel, North Road, Brentford,
on February 23.
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.AN ALPHABET OF GRACE. By W. H. Paul. Pp. 19. Price 3d. post free.
THE MOTIVE BEHIND THE PRAYER BOOK MEASURE. By S. Leigh
Hunt. Pp. 8. Price lid. (Sovereign Grace Union, 98 Camberwell Grove, London, S.K5.).
The author of the first of these pamphlets has just completed his
ninty-fifth year. He is totally blind, but his eyes have been opened
to see himself as a sinner and to see Christ as His gracious and precious
Saviour. Under each letter of the Alphabet he unfolds, with copious
quotations from Scripture, the abounding and far-reaching character
of the grace of God.
The writer of the second pamphlet suggests that hatred of those
teachings of the Word of God, commonly called Calvinistic, is largely
the motive behind the revision' of the Prayer Book. He points out
that "The Second Prayer Book of Edward VI is substantially the
same as the present Book, which the Bishop of Durham recently
described as the product of ' an epoch when minds were fast bound in
the iron chains of Calvinistic dogma'" (Times, Sept. 20th, 1927).
There can be no doubt that the doctrines of grace, commonly called
"Calvinism," are largely rejected in these apostate days.
The following quotation frQm Toplady's HisU>Tic Proof of the Doctrinal
Oalvinism of the Ohurch of England, with a brief comment thereon,
will clearly indicate the nature of this excellent pampWet. Toplady
says, " The legislature have it, indeed, in their power (God forbid they
should ever have the inclination !) to melt down her Liturgy, Homilies,
and Articles . . . But, until this is really done, all the artifice of
man will never be able to fix the banner of Arminius in the citadel, how
daringly soever some of his disciples may display it on the walls.
Our pulpits may declare for free-will; but the desk, our prayers, and
the whole of our standard writings as a Church, breathe only the
doctrines of grace." Mr. Leigh Hunt adds, " A cursory examination
of the Reformers' Prayer Book will suffice to prove the truth of Toplady's remarks regarding its teaching."
Messrs. C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, KC.4, have sent us,
THE SOWER (Annual Volume). Price 3s., by post 3s. 6d.
THE LITTLE GLEANER (Annual Volume). Price 2s. 6d., by po
2s. lOd.
Both these volumes are well and attractively bound.

