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THE JOY OF THE CHILDREN OF ZION.

" Let the children of Zion be joyful in their KrnG."-PSALM cxlix. 2.
WHO are" the children of Zion "~ That is the first question upon
which we need to be clear ere we meditate on this text. Let us
read the whole verse. "Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him :
let the children of Zion be joyful in their KING." Evidently
" Israel" and " the children of Zion " are in apposition, and refer
to the same persons. The next verse says, "Let them praise His
NAME in the dance," and the next verse says, "For the LORD taketh
pleasure in His people." By reading the whole psalm it appears
clear that" Israel," "the children of Zion," "His people," "the
saints," are expressions all pointing to the same people. The children of Zion, then, are GOD'S beloved, chosen and redeemed people.
They are primarily the people of Israel. They are called "the
children of Zion" because Zion was their capital city. There the
temple was erected. There the GOD of Israel symbolically dwelt.
There His presence was specially manifested. Thither the tribes
went up to keep the yearly feasts. Their KING was J EHOVMI.
It is He Whom they are to praise. To Him they are to sing a new
song. In Him they are to be joyful; for He (the LORD) taketh
pleasure in them (see verses 1-4). But the children of the earthly
Zion were typical of the children of GOD who belong to the heavenly
Zion. Such are " come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living GOD, the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb. xii. 22). The children
of Zion are typical of the Church of GOD. The members of that
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Church are GOD'S people. They -have a KING Whose name is
JESUS, and the text says to them, "Let the children of Zion be
joyful in their KING." This is also a New Testament injunction;
for the apostle says to GOD'S children," Rejoice in the LORD alway :
and again I say, Rejoice."
Joy is to be one of the characteristics of the children of Zion.
They are to praise the LORD. They are to sing a new song unto
Him. As they have new mercies, so they are to be ready to sing
new songs unto Him Who is "the FATHER of mercies." It is to
be feared that some of the children of Zion are never happy unless
they are miserable, but while it is true that GOD'S children have
their times of depression and of sadness, it is also true that they have
always reason to rejoice in the LORD, and to joy in the GOD of
their salvation. Even when they are reviled, persecuted, and
maligned, the LORD bids them, " Rejoice and be exceeding glad" ;
" for," says He, "great is your reward in heaven." Though they
may be in heaviness through manifold temptations, yet they have
reason to "greatly rejoice." "Rejoice," says the Apostle Peter,
"inasmuch as ye are partakers of CHRIST'S sufferings; that, when
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy" (1 Pet. iv. 13).
The Apostle Paul describes his experience in the words, "As
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing" (2 Cor. vi. 10).
Well, the inspired psalmist says to the members of the LORD'S
family, "Let the children of Zion be joyful in their KING." Who
is their KING 1
When the wise men came from the East to Jerusalem, they asked
" Where is He that is born KING of the Jews 1" Their question
had reference to JESUS Who had recently been born in Bethlehem.
The prophecy of Micah which foretold His birth in that city said,
"Out of thee shall come a GOVERNOR, that shall rule My people
Israel" (Matt. ii. 1-6). The infant JESUS was the predicted KING
of GoD'S people. Nathanael said unto Him, "RABBI, Thou art
the SON of GOD; Thou art the KING of Israel" (John i. 49). John,
the Apostle, spake of Him as "the PRINCE of the kings of the
earth" (Rev. i. 5). The LORD JESUS, then, is our KING, and He
has a kingdom. All believers have been delivered from the power
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of GoD'S dear SON
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(Col. ]. 13). He is, indeed, our KING. The world says, "We will
not have this MA...~ to reign over us," but the children of Zion love
Him. He is precious to them, and they are bidden to be joyful
in their KING.
Why should they be joyful in Him 1
1. First, because He loves them.

We read, "the LORD loveth the gates of Zion" (Psa. lxxxvii. 2).
" The LORD hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation." "This," He says, "is My rest for ever: here will I dwell ;
for I have desired it." Zion and her people are the objects of the
LORD'S love and choice. He taketh pleasure in them. He loves
them. He has loved them eternally. He says, "I have loved
thee with an everlasting love." He manifested the depth and
intensity of His love for the children of Zion by becoming incarnate
and enduring the death of the cross as their holy SUBSTITUTE. He
loved the Church and gave Himself for her. Each believer can say,
"He loved me and gave Himself for me." As they realize something of the greatness of His love-a love which delivered them
from the pit of corruption, and which intends to exalt them to
heavenly glory-how can they do otherwise than be joyful in Him
their KING! 0 then, "Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
KING."
2. Secondly, they should be joyful in their KING because He brought
salvation unto them.

This is expressly taught by the prophet. He says, "Rejoice
greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem:
behold, thy KING cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an
ass" (Zech. ix. 9; Matt. xxi. 4, 5). The children of Zion were
bidden by the prophet to rejoice greatly because their KING was
coming and bringing salvation with Him. He is, indeed, GOD'S
salvation, Who was provided for the children of Zion. In reference to Him the prophet Isaiah says, "Say ye to the daughter of
Zion, Behold, thy SALVATION cometh" (Isaiah lxii. 11). When
He appeared, the grace of GOD brought salvation to the fallen children of Zion. He came into the world expressly to save sinners.
His very name, "JESUS," indicated that He was to save His
people from their sins..,..}t is through His obedience unto death that
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GOD saves and calls the children of Zion, not according to their
works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, given them
in CHRIST JESUS before the world began. GOD hath appointed
them to obtain salvation through the LORD JESUS CHRIST their
KING.
"The great congregation His triumph shall Eing,
Ascribing salvation to JESUS our KING."
The KING of the children of Zion is continually engaged in His
saving work. He is seeking His lost sheep who are scattered all
over the world. They are all precious to Him, and He has undertaken to bring them all into the fold. They shall all hear His voice.
To everyone of them He will give eternal life and He has pledged
His word that they shall never perish. All, therefore, who have
tasted of His grace and who have experienced His saving power are
bidden to rejoice in Him. Let the saved children of Zion be joyful
in their KING. What reason they have to be joyful in Him when
they remember that
"He, to rescue them from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."
3. Thirdly, they should be joyful in Him because He comforts them.

He was anointed by the SPIRIT and sent by the FATHER ,. to
preach good tidings to the meek; to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives," to comfort all that mourn in
Zion, " to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." Tho e who
mourn over their sins are comforted with the blessed assurance that
His blood hath cleansed them from all sin. It is He Who by His
SPIRIT comforts them with the assurance that they are reconciled
to GOD by the death of His SON, and numbered amongst His family.
He bids His messengers to comfort His people. He sends them
to speak "comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry lmto her that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned.' It is the
LORD Who comforts Zion, and makes her wilderness like Eden,
and her desert like the garden of the LORD.
When He ministers the comfort of pardon and peace and adoption
to the children of Zion, how can they do otherwise than be " joyful
in their KING" 1
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because He dwells

They are so precious to Him that He dwells in and with them.
"Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the
HOLY ONE of Israel in the midst 01 thee" (Isaiah xii. 6). "GOD is
in the midst of her; she shall not be moved" (Psalm xlvi. 5).
The knowledge of His presence fills the children of Zion with joy.
They know they are not alone. Wherever they are their KING
is with them. Hence the prophet Zephaniah says to them, "Sing,
o daughter of Zion; shout, 0 Israel; be glad and rejoice with all
the heart, 0 daughter of Jerusalem. . . . The KING of Israel, even
the LORD, is in the midst of thee." Then the prophet goes on to
assure the children of Zion that He 'Who is in their midst is mighty,
and thus able to help them. He will continually save His people,
and even will Himself rejoice over them with joy. "He will joy
over thee with singing" (Zeph. iii. 14-17). Thus not only should
the children of Zion be joyful in their KING, but their KING will
find such delight in them that He will rejoice over them with joy.
o what a mercy it is if our heavenly KING is in us and with us! If
He be with us, who can prevail against us ~ We are safe and secure
because" The LORD of hosts is with us; the GOD of Jacob is our
refuge."
5. Fifthly, the children 01 Zion should be J'oylul in their KING
because He provides lor them, protects and blesses them.
His providential care of them is set forth in the words, "I will
abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with
bread." In another psalm we read, " He filleth thee with the finest
of the wheat" (see Psalms cxxxii. 13, 15; cxlvii. 12, 14).
His protecting care of the children of Zion is set forth in the
words, " They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about His people
from henceforth even for ever." Again we read, "He hath
strengthened the bars of thy gates; He hath blessed thy children
within thee" (Psalms cnv. 1, 2; cxlvii. 12, 13). The children of
Zion occupy, therefore, an impregnable position. The LORD Himself, their KING, surrounds them with His presence and power. He
supplies all their temporal and spiritual needs. He came once in
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meekness to redeem them. He is coming again in power and
great glory to welcome them to the kingdom prepared for them
from the foundation of the world. In view, then, of the everlasting
love wherewith He loves them, of the salvation which He wrought
out for them, of the comfort which He bestows on them, of Hi
constant presence in their hearts, and of His providential and
protecting care of them, "Let the children of Zion be joyful in
their KING." Let them show their joy in Him by listening to
His voice, hearkening to His commands, and loyally submitting
themselves to His authority. "He is thy LORD; and worship
thou Him."
" Ye seed of Israel's chosen race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him LORD of all."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE INFINITE VALUE OF CHRIST'S SUFFERINGl.
" BUT it must be yet further remarked, that the Godhead gave infini e
value to the suffering. This was due to His being the God-man.
And because His suffering was of infinite value, it was sufficient to
satisfy for all whose redemption He aimed at. This is the reason why
the sufferings and obedience of Christ can satisfy for thousands. If
He were a mere man, He could not satisfy for one; but being very
God, the dignity of His person not only put the Lord Jesus into a
position for Surety-suffering such as no mere man could ever occupYbut has an influence on the whole obedience. And Scripture accordingly fixes our attention on the person to deduce from it the value of
His suffering. The suffering of finite creatures could never offer
satisfaction, though their endurance of it were eternal. But the
Divine dignity of Christ countervailed the eternal duration of the
punishment, for the element of the duration is by no means e ential
to the satisfaction. He Who can bear the infinite weight of God's
wrath is not subject to its eternal duration. Thus the infinite value
of the obedience is traced up to the Divine dignity of His person;
the act of the Son of God in offering up His humanity being the
culmination of His obedience, and constituting merit."-(" The
Doctrine of the Atonement as Taught by Ohrist Himself." By bof·
Smeaton, pp. 28, 29.)
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PLANTS OF THE LORD'S PLANTING.
Every plant, whioh My heavenly Faiher hath not planted, shall be
rooted Up."-MATTHEW xv. 13.

THIS chapter opens by telling us that scribes and Pharisees of
Jerusalem came to Jesus and said, "Why do Thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders ~ for they wash not their hands
when they eat bread."
The tradition of the elders was" the body of precepts, especially
ritual, which in the opinion {If the later Jews were orally delivered
by Moses and orally transmitted in unbroken succession to subsequent generations, which precepts, both illustrating and expanding
the written law, as they did, were to be obeyed with equal reverence." (Grimm's Greek Lexicon 0/ the New Testament.)
This body of precepts had really no binding authority. There
was no proof of their Mosaic origin. They were really" the Commandments of men" (verse 9). Hence neither our Lord nor His
disciples observed them. The particular precept to which the
scribes and pharisees alluded had to do with a ceremonial washing
of hands immediately before partaking of food. Apparently,
whether the hands were dirty or clean this ceremony had to be
observed by those who walked after the tradition of the elders.
We may be sure that our Lord would not discourage proper cleanliness of habit, but He utterly discouraged bondage to human rules
which were placed on a level with, or even superior to, the commandments of God. Our Lord in His reply, asked another question.
"Why," He asked, "do ye also transgress the commandment of
God by your tradition ~ " and He proceeded to show that the fifth
commandment was made of none effect by Jewish tradition.
Then, calling to the multitude at large, the Lord said, "Hear,
and understand: not that which goeth into the mouth defileth
a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a
man." Later He explained to His disciples the meaning of this
statement. He said, "Those things which proceed out of the
mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
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tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: these are the things
which defile a man: but to eat with uinvashen hands defileth not
a man." The disciples came to Jesus and said, "Knowest Thou
that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying~"
The Lord's reply was, "Every plant, which My heavenly Father
hath not planted, shall be rooted up." These are the solemn
words to which we wish to draw our readers' attention.
1. First, the1j suggest that there are plcvnts whioh God has planted
in the garden

0/

His Churoh.

Other plants shall be rooted up, but not these. ·What kind of
plants does He really plant 1
a. They are living plants. They are those whom He creates
and to whom He gives spiritual and eternal life.
All natural plants owe their being and their life to God. It was
He Who originally gave being and life to all vegetable productions.
In like manner the plants or trees which grow in the garden of
God's Church owe their being and life to Him. Zion's people
" shall be all righteous," and they are described as 'the branoh 0/
My planting, the work 0/ My hands, that I may be glorified" (Isa.
Ix. 21). They are the work of His hands. It is He that hath made
them what they are. By His grace they have been quickened,
regenerated, and saved. They owe their life to Him. They
are "His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that they should walk in them '
(Eph. ii. 10). Let us note carefully, then, that the plants of God s
planting are the work of His hands. They are a new creation in
Christ. Their being and spiritual life are not due to themselves, t<>
their own free will, or to anything in them. They were spiritually
dead and lifeless, bu.t a power outside of themselves-the mighty
power of God-was brought to bear u.pon them, and they who were
dead lived. If we have been planted by the Lord we have been
born again by His Spirit. Except a man be born again he has no
place in the garden of God's kingdom. The Father only plants
living plants in His garden.
b. The plants of God's planting are seleoted and purchased.
If a gardener wants to plant new plants in his garden he goes
to the market and selects those which he desires, and then purchases them. This is true of all the plants which God plants in
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His garden. They were all Divinely selected and chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world. They were also purchased.
The Church of God is described by the apostle as " purchased with
His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28). All the plants were" bought with
a price" (1 Cor. vi. 20). They are not their own. They belong
to their Divine Purchaser. They were redeemed with the precious
blood of Christ as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot.
Only the plants selected by the great Gardener and purchased with
a costly price are planted by Him in the garden of His Church.
They are the objects of His choice and they are His Own plants
by right of purchase.
c. These plants are Divinely planted.
They are branches of His planting. When a gardener selects
new plants, and purchases them, he decides where to place them in
his garden, and it is he who plants them. So God decides in
what part of the garden His plants are to be planted. It is not for
His people to choose their own lot. He shall choose our inheritance
for us. Some of His people are planted in obscure villages, some
in towns and cities, some at home, and some abroad. The great
Gardener knows best where to put His plants. They glorify Him
when they bear fruit where He has planted them. They do not
exist to please themselves, but to please the Gardener.
We may illustrate this truth from another figure. The Church is
likened to the human body. The members of the human body do
not choose their own position in the body. They occupy the
place assigned to them by God. "Now hath God set the members
everyone of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him" (1 Cor.
xii. 18). He arranged where the eyes, the nose, the mouth, the
ears, the hands, and the feet should be, and we cannot improve on
His arrangement.
Let us remember that our place in God's garden is the best
place for us, because it is the place of His appointment. Let us,
therefore, be content and happy in the place in which He by His
providence has placed us. When it is good for us He will transplant
us into another part of His earthly garden. Until He does so it is
a mercy if we give pleasure to the Gardener where He has planted us.
J. These plants are the objects of the Gardener's care.
Our Lord says, "I am the true Vine, and My Father is the
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Husbandman." "The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit
of the earth, and hath long patience for it." The fruit which grows
on God's plants is precious to Him. He waiteth for the precious
fruits, and He cares for the plants, so that they may be fruitful.
Our Lord says, "Every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it.
that it may bring forth more fruit." The word for" purgeth " i
translated "cleanseth" in the Revised Version.
The Husbandman cleanseth by pruning the fruit-bearing branche .
Such cleansing is through the Word. " Now ye are clean through the
Word which I have spoken unto you." The Word of God prayerfully and regularly pondered is used by the heavenly Husbandman
to produce more fruit. Here we see how, on the one hand, neglect
of meditating on the Word may issue in sparsity of fruit, whereas
the regular and prayerful study of the 'Word will greatly affect the
fruitfulness of God's people. The heavenly Husbandman has
of the
provided the Word for the spiritual profit and fruitfuln
plants of His planting. He also has imparted the, pirit a the
Person Who dwells in God's people and enables them to bear
fruit.
The Great Gardener evidently cares for and watche over Hi.
plants. The Church of God is likened to a Vineyard, and the Lord
says of it, " I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment:
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day" (I a. xxvii. 3). He
takes care of His plants night and day. They are' like a watered
garden" as the result of His care (I a. lviii. 11). He Himself i
"as the dew unto Israel" (Hosea xiv. 5). ,That a mercy it is
that the heavenly Gardener lovingly and constantly cares for the
plants of His planting !
2. Secondly, our Lord's words plainly intimate that there are plants
whioh God His Father has not planted.
He speaks of " every plant which My heavenly Father hath not
planted."
The reference is to the Pharisees. These were plant in the
visible Church which were not planted by God.
We may gather from the chapter some of the characteristics:of
these plants.
a. First,fplants not of God's planting are false teachers.
They teach" for doctrines the commandments of men" (verse 9).
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They make laws and precepts of their own, and reject the teachings
of the Word of God.
Such men will deny the truth about Creation, the Fall, man's
utter depravity, and the need of redemption by the atoning blood
of Christ. They repudiate the doctrine that man's heart is " deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." (See Jer. xvii. 9;
Matt. xv. 18-20.)
b. Plants not of God's planting are hypocrites.
" Ye hypocrites" were the words which Christ used of these
men (verse 7). They drew nigh to God with their mouth, and
honoured Him with their lips; but their hearts were far from
Him. Thus they worshipped Him in vain (verses 8, 9). They
appeared" outwardly righteous unto men," but withIn they were
"full of hypocrisy and iniquity" (Matt. xxiii. 28). God never
plants hypocrites in the garden of His Church. That is the devil's
work. It is he who introduces tares amongst the wheat.
c. Plants of God's planting are blind leaders of the blind.
This is how the Lord described them. "Let them alone," He
said, "they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch." In other words they
were in spiritual darkness. Their eyes had not been opened to
see their sin and their danger. They had not been turned from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. They
had not received forgiveness by faith in Christ's merits. (See
Acts xxvi. 18.)
The Lord's true people were at one time darkness, but now they
are light in the Lord.
d. Plants not of God's planting" shall be rooted up."
This is the solemn declaration of Christ. They may occupy
high positions in the professing Church. They may be learned,
intellectual, popular, and capable, but if the devil has planted them,
and not God, they "shall be rooted up." "The tares are the
children of the wicked one. The enemy that sowed them is the
devil." At the end of the age, "the Son of Man shall send forth
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth"
(Matt. xiii. 38-42). How solemn is this great truth! The garden
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of God's Church must be purged from all plants not planted
by the Lord. All the devil's plants shall without exception be
rooted up.
"EVERY plant, which My heavenly Father hath not planted,
shall be rooted up." Not a single one of such plants shall be allowed
to retain its place. False teachers, rejectors of the Word of God,
hypocrites, men in spiritual darkness, may, through Satanic
agency, have long held a place in the visible Church. They may
be much thought of, and exercise a great influence, and have a
large following, but they shall be rooted up at the last.
Oh, how is it with us, dear readers 1 Are we plants of the Lord's
planting 1
3. In reply to this question let us CO'I'bSider how we may know that
we are plants which God hath planted in the garden 0/ His Church.
a. Are we plants which are the work 0/ His ha'Ms? He says to
Zion, "My people shall be all righteous ... the branch of My
planting, the work 0/ My hands, that I may be glorified" (Isa.Ix. 21).
Are we the work of His hands 1 Can we say, "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus" 1 In other words, are we born
again 1 Only.those who are born again can enter the garden of
His Church and be numbered amongst the plants that grow there.
One evidence of the new birth is faith in Christ. Tho e who
receive Christ and who believe on His Name are they who ha,e been
born of God (John i. 12, 13). "Whosoever believeth that Je us
the Christ is born of God" (1 John v. 1).
b. Have we been mourners in Zion?
If we look at Isaiah lxi. 3, we shall find that the ., trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord," have had a previous
history. They have been mourners in Zion. They have mourned
over their sins and the Lord has comforted them. He has given
them " beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment
of praise for the spirit of heaviness." Joy has taken the place of
mourning, and praise has taken the place of heaviness. Why i
this 1 The Lord has given them everlasting consolation and good
hope through grace. He has said to them, "Your sins are forgiven." He has assured them that His blood hath cleansed them
from all sin. Hence they are comforted, they are filled with joy,
and they praise Him Who loved them and washed them from their
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sins in His Own blood. Now it is such persons who are" called
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might
be glorified."
If we have been mourners in Zion and have tasted of the comforts
and consolations of the Gospel, we are just the persons whom the
Lord in His grace plants in the garden of His Church. We are
plants which He has planted.
May we have the blessed assurance that we are living plants,
Divinely chosen and purchased, and Divinely planted in the Lord's
garden, and watched over and cared for by the Divine Gardener.
THE EDITOR

WMtington Vicarage,
Stoke Fer<ry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE WORD OF TRUTH.
TIME was-and that not so long ago-when professors and teachers
of theology regarded it as a duty and privilege to spend their learning
and power in defending the truth of the Bible. If it was assailed by
unbelievers they took the foremost place in repelling all such assaults.
But of late years we have witnessed a great change in this respect.
With most of them the principal effort is to show that Holy Scripture
is no more reliable than merely human productions, that it contains
myths, legends, forgeries and blunders, and that its statements of
fact are simply imaginations or parables destitute of all objective
reality. Their method is indeed strange. It is full of unproved
assertions, unfounded theories, whimsical fancies and obstinate refusal
rightly to consider what tells against them. It is essentially false,
because it employs human productinns, and often silly ones, to test
the Word of God, instead of letting the perfect light of that Word
expose the ignorance and folly of men. The case of Germany is
sufficient to demonstrate the disastrous character of such teaching,
and yet Englishmen, who ought to know better, are trying to lead
our people fundamentally astray. A recent attempt to perpetrate
this wrong may be seen in A New Commentary on Holy Scripture, the
editor of which is Bishop Gore, assisted by two theological professors,
one from Oxford and the other from Durham. It is remarkable that
a compilation of the kind should be published by the Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge, which used to be considered an
organization existing for defence of the truth.-The English Churchman,
Dec. 6, 1928.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination
to the Lord."-PROVERBS xx. 10.

WHEN such a word as tbis meets us in our daily reading and arrests
our attention by the Holy Spirit's promptings, we are compelled to
acknowledge that" every word of God is pure," and that" all Scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable," and that therefore
this word is there for our learning and profit. Then again, as we
approach a word in Holy Scripture and find our attention riveted,
and by the promptings of the Holy Spirit begin to search into the
subject, we find the sacred pages" full of it," as a beloved Christian
friend once remarked. Let us in this spirit look into this word to
which our attention has been drawn. Let us read the Scripture
together and look up to the Holy Spirit to teach our hearts and
illuminate our minds to the glory of God. "Divers weights, and
d.ivers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the Lord."
We all know the meaning of " divers" may be rendered as various,
different, several, and further light is gathered from the marginal
readings, "Divers weights-a stone and a stone," and "Divers
measures-an ephah and an ephah." We turn to Deut. xxv. 13 and
we read the distinct command, " Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers
weights (and the Hebrew marginal rendering-a great and a small).
Thou shalt not have in thy house divers measures, a great and a small.
But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just
measure shalt thou have; that thy days may be lengthened in the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee: for all that do such things,
and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the Lord thy
God." Some find the exact repetition of the words from the book
of the law of Moses in the proverbs of the wise man Solomon, both
under the dictation of the same Spirit. There is, too, another command
given in Deut. xxii. 9-11: "Tho:u shalt not sow thy vineyard with
divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which thou hast sown and
the fruit of thy vineyard be defiled. Thou shalt not plow with an
ox and an ass together. Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers
sorts, as of woollen and linen together." And note the further Scriptures: "A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just
weight is His delight" (Prov. xi. 1). "Are there yet the treasures of
wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that
is abominable. Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances,
and with the bag of deceitful weights. For the rich men thereof are
full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and
their tongue is deceitful in their mouth" (Micah vi. 10-12). Do we
not learn from the Word of God that He is a God of order and not the
author of confusion. Is He not said to be of one mind, and who can
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turn Him 1 He has laid down His laws and they abide. He has
given His commandments and they are not to be disobeyed. We
are to learn by all this that there is separation for God's people, holy
and distinct, and the call to them is, "Wherefore come out and be
separate and touch not the unclean thing." "Come not, my soul,
into their secret," and " keep yourselves unspotted from the world."
The world to-day is a veritable Babel, a confusion of voices. There
are new heresies and old heresies; attractive and captious teaching,
and the ignorant run after " some new thing," and the danger is the
greater because of Satan's clever artifice in these last days. All these
heresies contain a certain amolmt of truth; so that in many whom
we dare not doubt are true Christians, some grievous departures
follow, as they run here and there after some popular preacher or
great teacher, and for a time run the risk of being turned from the
truth as it is in Jesus, Who is the One Way, the One Truth, and the
One Life.
Then again, what a mixture we find of teaching, when man would
fain have us to believe there are three classes. But the Word of God.
tells us, dear reader, there are only two sorts, chaff or wheat. Oh!
it is a solemn consideration, that in the world, in nations, in congregations, and in the home and family, there are only two classes, wheat
or chaff. There were only two classes in the days of Noah; and they
were either inside the ark or out of it, to their safety or destruction..
There were only two sorts of fish as taught by our Lord in the parable
of the net, and they were either good or bad fish. There were likewise
in another parable only two sorts of virgins; and five were wise and
five were foolish. There will be only two classes at the Judgment Day,
the sheep and the goats; those on His right hand and those on RiB
left hand. Those who will hear that most awful and solemn word,
" Depart from Me for I never knew you," or the gracious welcome word
of love and mercy, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world." Dear reader,
your thoughts follow me, and your grace-taught hearts endorse it.
There are but two classes on earth, those in nature and those in
grace. There are but two ways, the broad and the narrow: the one
leading to everlasting destruction, and the other to everlasting life.
There are those who have faith, saving gracious Divine faith, and
those who have not faith. We are either in Christ, or out of Christ,
and in Christendom just as in a house, there are vessels unto honour
and dishonouf. So there is a church within a Church, and those who
have possession and others who have but an empty profession in forms
and ceremonies. Oh! what solemn words these are to write! How
it needs bring us to search our hearts and try our ways and enquire
each one for himself, Where am I 1 I am either in Christ or out of
Christ. I am eithl'r a child of God, or a child of the devil. Then
you follow on to see the blessed order there is in God's economy of
grace. If and since you are in Christ Jesus, looking alone to Rim
for salvation, and hoping alone in His mercy, you own one Lord>

,
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one faith, one baptism, one hope, and have one aim and desire, one
heaven, one home.
Thus grace distinguishes and keeps us separate. The constraining
call to God's children is, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ~ and what communion hath light with darkness ~ And what
concord hath Christ with Belial ~ or what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel ~ And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols ~ for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will be their God and
they shall be My people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Thus the call is
to separation, and the Christian's converse is "not yea and nay,
but in Him yea and amen to the glory of God." And gloriously does
the Lord Jehovah thus declare, in the riches of His grace, of His elect
people, "You only have I known of all the families of the earth."
He brings everyone of His sons and daughters to rest their all and
every hope upon Christ and His finished salvation. He brings them
to confide in the promises which are all fulfilled in Christ for them.
He teaches them by the Holy Spirit to sing,
" Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
And is it not restful and all-satisfying ~ All else is unrestful and
unsatisfying, and disappointing, and may fail us when we most need
help and relief.
And then again, what a rest there is in the precious Word of God.
We betake ourselves there and wait for a reviving, a restoring or a
correcting word; and we "try the spirits also whether they be of
God." "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not thi
Word, it is because there is no light in them."
This infallible Word is our Guide and Chart amidst the dangerous
shoals and quicksands of stranlie doctrines. It is our Teacher and
Safeguard amid all the theories and false science of to-day. Men are
sinfully criticizing the Word of God, but that is for ever settled in
heaven, and we tremble not for it, but rather for those puny
ignorant men who attempt to tamper with it, question its infallibility, authenticity, and inspiration, for that very Word will one day
criticize them. It contains God's will, God's mind, and God s Go pei.
And, says the Apostle Paul to his Galatian brethren, "though we,
or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." There
must be no adulteration, no false mixture, no taking from nor adding
to this precious Word of God, and we need the humility and spirit of a
little child when we approach it and the quiet spirit to sit down before
it, and " hear what God the Lord shall speak" unto us through it.
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Let us try our hearts and search our ways, and seek increasing
grace to be more wholehearted, and seek a closer walk with our God
and be ever renouncing and shunning the world and the men whom
the world calls wise. We have the solemn warning, "Ephraim is a
cake not turned;" "he hath mixed himself among the people."
" Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart," and after many
such-like w:unings the awfully solemn pronouncement is made of him,
"let him alone." The case of the church of Laodicea is similar,
" neither cold nor hot," and the Lord declares how He despises such
a condition, and" will spue her out of His mouth."
In happy contrast to this state, we think of the Apostle Paul in
his grace-constrained zeal and love. "This one thing I do," he says,
" forgetting the things that are behind, I press toward the mark for
the plize of the high c!tlling of God in Christ Jesus."
And again, "I determined not to know anything among you but
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." You agree with me, dear reader.
You and I need a whole Christ, a whole salvation; not Pl1rt the
creature's and part Christ's; not part of works and part of grace;
not something that has the satisfying of creature pride and merit
and the other part the merits of Christ's work, but we bless God
that the Holy Spirit has taught us what we are, poor, empty, needy,
guilty, undone sinners, and what we need, even a full Christ and a
finished salvation. That is God's full and complete measure. God
is satisfied in His well-beloved Son's all-atoning sacrifice. John
Newton well says ;" Some call Him a Saviour in word,
But mix their own works with His plan;
And hope He His help will afford
When they have done all that they can.
If doings prove rather too
(A little, they own they
They purpose to make up
By casting His name in

light
may fail),'
full weight
the scale.

But if asked what of Jesus I think,
'rhough still my best thoughts are but poor,
I say, He's my meat and my drink,
My life, my strength, and my store;
My Shepherd,
My Saviour
My hope from
My Portion,
~

my Husband, my Friend,
from sin and from thrall ;
beginning to end,
my Lord, and my All."

Oh! beloved reader, when we think of Jesus and Who and what
He is to us, are we not ashamed a~ the poverty of our love, the feebleness of our faith and the imperfectness which mar all our most holy
things ~ We want to love Him more perfectly and serve and follow
Him more wholeheartedly. We hate and mourn our failures, but

64

The Gospel Magazine

He reads the heart, and knows the reality there which cries out of its
wry depths, "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I
love Thee." Like the sweet Psalmist, conscious of all our failures and
shortcomings in thought and deed, we desire to attain after a wlwle
heart (Ps. cxix. 10) and not a heart and a heart; a fixed heart (lvii. 7),
and not a wandering heart; a perfect heart (ci. 2), and not an erring
heart; an upright heart (xxxii. 11) and not a double heart. The
Apostle James, who urges so much of practical religion, says truly,
" A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways," whilst he blessedly
leads the soul to Him " with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning," and the soul finds her only rest and satisfying portion
in Him.
We must bring our paper to a close. Have we not, dear reader,
found much profitable meditation therein ~ Is there not a deep meaning
in the warning of our text, and great import in the word divers ~ As
we have said, its signification, if we look at a dictionary, is dissembling,
different, various, several, and we might give just one Scripture
comprehensive of this, and read what are Jehovah's thoughts of it.
" These are the things that ye shall do; speak ye every man the truth
to his neighbour; execute the judgment of peace and truth in your
gates; and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his
neighbour; and love no false oath; for all these are things that 1
hate, saith the Lord" (Zech. viii. 16, 17).
The sons of Korah perished for their sin of offering strange fire;
Ananias and his wife died for their sin of keeping back part of their
dedicated possessions. If the High and Holy One commands, "Ye
shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall
ye diminish ought from it," we learn what His mind is against di,-ers
or mixing. The mind of the Spirit moved the Apostle Paul to wri e
that loving and faithful warning to the Church of God to "Be not
carried about with divers and strange doctrines, for it is a good thing
that the heart be established with grace." May we seek grace to
shun what God hates, and to leave alone that which is an abomination
to Him, and walk circumspectly, ever seeking that needful grace for
a single eye and united heart to follow that which is holy, just, true
and good, and acceptable in the sight of Him with Whom we have
to do. Not without reason are the worns left on record, "Surely
there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good
land, which I sware to give unto your fathers, save Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he
hath trodden upon, and to his children, beca~lse he hath wholly followed
the Lord."
R.
" BEWARE also of spurious holiness: a holiness which has ceased
from conflict with sin, which knows nothing of inward corruption,
has no transgressions to confess, and has no need of watchfulness and
holy anxiety."-O. H. Spurgeon.
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SermonfJ anll N OUfJ of SennOllfJ.
DIVINE CORRECTION.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LA'l'E REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON APRIL 24, 1898.

Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth; therefore despise not
thou the chastening of the Almighty; for He maketh sore and bindeth
up; He woundeth and His hands make whole. He shall delive'l'
thee in S1'X troubles; yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee."JOB v. 17, 18, 19.
subject of Divine correction-Divine affliction-is necessarily
not one of an attractive character to those who are strangers to the
grace of God, but to those only who, under thc Divine teaching, are
able to trace up the ways of God to His infinite love. "The secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him," and only with them. This
passage brought before us this evening concerns the family and household of faith. Earlier to-day we had brought before us an instance,
indeed, two instances, of the principle of our text, the instances of
corrected Moses and chastised Aaron-these men of God excluded
from the Land of Promise because they believed not in God on a specific
occasion. They were habitually speaking believers, but on a specific
occasion faith failed them, and in association with that solitary instance
of unbelief God dealt with them correctively, excluding both of those
blessed men from the earthly possession. The attention of the congregation was directed to the 99th Psalm in order that misapprehensions
on the part of any who might hear of these things should be corrected.
In the 99th Psalm we were told: "Thou wast a God that forgavest
them, though Thou tookest vengeance of their inventions." Their
sin was a forgiven sin; their sin was a sin blotted out; the iniquity
of the transgression was not thereafter reckoned against them as
affecting their salvation, their acceptance; but for reasons which
Holy Scripture abundantly justifies God dealt with those His errant
servants with the rod. He did not take His mercy utterly from themHe never did yet with one of His people, and He never will, because
"His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear
Him "-but acting upon the principle of judging their inventions,
their sinful inventions, their acts of disobedience, their heart and
practice departures from Him, He will deal severely. David is another
example had we time to dwell upon it. So soon as David confessed
the greatness of his sin it was granted to the seer to say unto him in
God's name, " The Lord also hath forgiven-or put away-thy sin."
Then he added, " Although the sin is forgiven and blotted out, yet as
thou hast caused the enemies of God to blaspheme, an example must
be made of thee." And so it was. The sword never departed from
David's house from that time. David became a very sorrowful man
from that time, and, although his sorrow was great and habitual, yet
THE
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he was a much more blessed man than he was before,' because he was
thus humbled and shown the character of his own heart-led to look
upon himself face to face, if we may so say. Thus it is as our text
declares, "Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth." God
always has Fatherly reasons for correcting His children, His sons and
His daughters. He does not correct them from the point of view
of a Judge, but He deals with them from the point of view, and in
virtue of the relationship of a Father-a Father. "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." And
even when He holds the rod over them or smites them with a few
stripes or many, the pitifulness of His heart toward them remains
unaffected. The lovingkindness of the Lord is no fitful temper in
our God. The lovingkindness of our God is His nature. He knows
no variableness nor shadow of turning. And so we understand it,
do we? Behold, happy is the man who is made the subject of God's
correction, because it is only with His own children that He thus
Paternally deals. With all who are not His children He deals as
Creator, as moral Governor and as Judge. Then you know it is by
the rule of law that He deals, whereas here in dealing with His own
redeemed people, His own grace-called ones, the principle on which
He deals is love and grace, love and grace sweetly mingled together,
inseparably united. .Behold then that man, the happy man, whom
God, because He is the Father of such an one, takes in hand when he
errs, when he strays from the narrow path of obedience and consistent
following of Christ, that he may be recovered, that his wandering
footsteps may be brought back again into the way of holiness and
light, and comfort and peace. There is a passage familiar to you
all in the 12th chapter of Hebrews: "We have had fathers of our
flesh, which corrected us, and we gave them reverence; shall we nOl;
much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits "-shall we not
much rather be subject to Him Who is correcting us with a view to
our spiritual advantage-" and live?" The passage also runs on :
" For they "--()ur earthly fathers-" for a few days chastened us after
their own pleasure, but He "-our heavenly Father-" for our profit. '
So then God keeps this in view. ·If He deal with Moses, with Aaron,
or with David, it is always that these may profit by the rod. I said
at the outset this is not an attractive subject for unbelievers, but for
God's people it is full of consolation because it takes the sting out of
the wound. Whilst He wounds He pours in the gracious consolations
of His love. The children of God have ears to hear the rod; it is
not that they merely feel it, but they hearken to its instructive voice.
They put to themselves when the rod is upon them the question,
What does this signify? Why has this fresh cross been imposed
upon me? Why is it that thus my way is again hedged up so that I
know not whether to turn to the right hand or to the left, whether to
stand still or to go back? Only the children of God get thus exercised
in their souls when trouble and affiiction overtake them. The natural
tendency of the human heart is to make the best of trouble when
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it comes, in the sense that as it cannot be cured it must be endured.
That is man's language. But the child of God looks at things from
another standpoint altogether. He says first to himself, "My Father
doeth all things well. Now this is my Father's hand, this dispensation
is a Fatherly dispensation and therefore something good must be
attached to it. There must be some good end in view, the thing
has not overtaken me by chance; neither is it the hand of man,
not man's hand, but the hand of the Lord Himself hath done
it. What, therefore ~ I will be silent before Him. I Will sit and
wait the pleasure of His heart. God is His own interpreter, He
will presently make it plain and vindicate His way with me. I
will not anticipate the issue but will meanwhile commit my way unto
the Lord, trust also in Him and, fully confident and in the spirit of
a little child, expect that He will make it plain." Happy is the man
who is in such a case; yea, blessed is the man who has the Lord as
his God, though He be an affiicting God. Oh, how sweetly this dear
patriarch Job was instructed in this mystery! How far grace led that
blessed, bruised man in understanding the thoughts of God's mind.
So far was he led as to bear his testimony of his God and Father,
" Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." Oh, it needs great
grace to trust a slaying God. It needs grace to trust and to love a
smiting God, but it needs more grace to trust a slaying God. Though
the Lord never slays His own. He brings down, it may be, to the
place of slaying, but He brings up again. He is the Lord not only of
death but of resurrection, and if He bring His people down to the
pit's mouth in order to teach them some humiliating lesson, He will so
sanctify that extreme dispensation of His providence and grace as
presently to put a new song of deliverance in their mouths. "Happy
is the man whom God correcteth."
(To be concluded.)

JEHOVAH-JIREH.

A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh."GENESIS xxii. 14.

FAITH is the brightest star in the firmament of grace. High is its
origin-for it is born in heaven. Lowly is its abode-for it dwells
on earth in the hearts of the redeemed. Mighty are its deeds-for
it prevails with God, and over sin and Satan. It treads down seeming
impossibilities. It strides to victory over mountains of stupendous
hindrance. It speeds to its haven through oceans in which each
billow is an overwhelming difficulty. It braces the Christian warrior
for every combat-giving a shield to screen, and a sword to subdue.
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It has a keen eye to discern things invisible. It reads the mind of
God, as written in the tablets of eternity-as emblazoned on the
cross of Christ-as wrapt up in the folds of providence. It enthrone.
Jesus as king of the inner man. It kindles and fans the flame of
love. It opens the lips of prayer and praise. It turns the current
of life into a strong stream of spiritual service. It endures, until
the gates of light open at its touch. It only expires when it sees the
Lord face to face.
Reader, shall we not then earnestly covet this gift of gifts? Shall
we not prize it as the treasure of treasures? Shall we not boldly use
it as our best defence? Shall we not seek it as our truest wealth?
With this desire, come with me, and let us view its prowess in one
of the noblest passages of Abraham's noble life. And may the Lord
the Spirit so accompany us with His gracious teaching that we may
become heirs of the faith and blessedness of this heroic servant of
the Captain of Salvation! God had looked on Abraham when he was
low in Satan's dungeon. He had called him from bowing down to
stocks and stones to see the light of life. He had turned the darkest
night into the lustre of truth. He had oft-times shone around him in
i3heering communion. He had opened to his wondering gaze the
unsearchable riches of redemption. He had given pledge that the
Saviour from on high should put on human nature in his family.
Nature called hope of progeny an idle dream. But the Lord spake,
and Isaac lived.
After such mirades of mercies, after such wondrous promises, and
more wondrous fulfilments, " God did tempt Abraham." A trial wa
sent to test the reality and the strength of his grace.
Reader, faith untried, unprobed, unproved, is faith uncertain. The
quality of the metal is ascertained by what it can do and bear. The
courage of the soldier is evidenced in the field. The depth of the
root is shown by resistance to the hurricane. It i a rock, if no la hin17
surges can move it. It is a good foundation when no batterinlYshake the building.
But trials do more than search whether faith be deep-rooted. They
also consolidate and invigorate it. The oft-strained sinew becomes
more firm. The long-strained racer wins the prize. By exercise new
powers expand and meeten for the wrestle.
Reader, if you are a partaker of this blessed gift, think it not strange,
that you are called to breast the thwarting current of many an
opposing wave. It is needful-it is right-it is good. The i ue will
be a richer harvest of assurance and delight. Lift up then the head,
and "count it all joy, when ye fall into divers temptations."
But what furnace was ever hot as that which burnished Abraham's
faith? He was rejoicing in his child-the signal token of God's signal
favour. Suddenly the voice, which had so often caused his heart to
burn, freezes his heart to stone. "Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land Moriah, and offer
him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I
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will tell thee of." He hears, but can he hear aright 1 His fondest
hopes become a ruin. The promise, dearer than life, withers as a
blight-stricken bud. The tree which held salvation's seed, falls low.
The channel of redemption's stream is choked. But God spake-that
is enough. The command is from heaven-positive and clear. It
cannot err.
Isaac may die, but faith dies not. It can reason, God has all wisdom,
and power, ano. truth; "with Him is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning." Clouds and darkness may shroud the event. But through
clouds and darkness the faithful word and the loving purpose wal
break forth, as a summer's morn. So Abraham rose up early and
hastened to do the will.
Reader, let this example teach that prompt obedience is the surest
wisdom. God loudly addresses you in your Bible. He shows you the
one path of life. He calls you to bring one sacrifice to Him in the arms
of faith, and to offer one Lamb on one Altar. Rise up early and
obey. To linger is to court ruin. Delay is the craftiest net of Satan.
It is the terrible pitfall, out of which there are rare escapes. Many
in torment will for ever rue the miserable hesitation which ended in
their'miserable end. They tarried, but death tarried not. They
paused, and the voice of mercy ceased. Commands unheeded are the
common and the rapid road to hell.
For three days Abraham journeyed towards the appointed mount.
This was large opportunity for unbelief to whisper many a dissuading
thought. This was long time for the father's heart to ache. He
looks on his child, and there is agony. He looks up to his God, and
the agony melts into the calmness of unruffied peace. He turns to
his child, and his foot would fain falter. He turns to his God, and the
step is firm in resolute resolve.
Reader, faith is a persevering and unflinching gTace. It holds fast
by the Word-so it holds on--8O it holds out.
But now every fibre of affection is wrung by the simple inquiry of
his confiding Isaac, " My father, behold the fire and the wood, but,
where is the lamb for a burnt offering 1" None can tell the anguish
of such a moment, for none were ever pierced by such an arrow, but
it laid open the recesses of his heart, only to show how faith there
reigned. "My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt
offering." Here is faith in its simple element of trust, and in its
single consistency of acting. It totters not. Its stand is as a giant's
stand on earth; because its head towers above the skies, gazing upon
God. It leaves the time, the place, the means, the method, the all
to Him. So it goes forward. It knows that Goo.'s leadings lead to
Goo.'s glory. And God's glory is its happy paradise.
It was so. Isaac is bound. And must he really die 1 Faith stays
not to inquire. He is laid upon the altar. The hand is stretched
out. The knife is taken. The last moment is come. But the last
moment is the fit time to crown faith with reward, and victory, and
peace. The voice which bade, now forbids. He Who said, "Take
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thou thy son," arrests by saying, "Lay not thine hand upon the
lad."
Behold God's wondrous way. His word is honoured. Faith
triumphs, and is honoured, too. It is tried, and by the trial is confirmed and expanded.
The patriarch now begins a new life of heavenly joy. For the joy
of Isaac born is nothing to the joy of Isaac restored. A giving God
was love in the highest. A restoring God is love in higher heights.
Nor is this au. A memorial is raised to cheer the faithful throughout
all generations. Abraham called the name of that place Jeho.ahjireh; as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the Lord it shall
be seen."
Believer, this memorial proclaims the full provision, which is laid
up in Jesus for His waiting people. They are indeed loved and cared
for and enriched. Jehovah-jireh is this sweet mountain of spices, on
the many slopes of which they delightedly recline, and find all blessings strewed around them.
These pages are written to exhort you to make this spot your daily
and your holy pleasure-ground. Intimately acquaint yourself with
these green pasture~. Be assured that here sufficiency abounds for
you while time shall be, and when time shall be no more' sufficiency
for every need of body and of spirit, which has been, or shall be, or
can be.
I well know that your poverty is deep-your perils countless-your
strength a quivering reed. But still you are rich and safe and strong,
for Jesus changes all your broken and your empty cisterns into overflowing fountains of most suitable supply.
When you feel that the burden of your sins is intolerable and pressing you to the lowest depths of the bottomless abyss, come to Jehovahjireh. Your Jesus provides relief. His arm is the arm of Omnipotence.
His shoulders are the shoulders of Deity. With strong hand He
places all your guilt on Himself and bears it away and it i no more
found.
When you sigh to be assured that your every debt is paid, your
every penalty endured, come to Jehovah-jireh. Jesus is made flesh
. and become your nearest kinsman, that in your very nature and in
your stead He may pay all and suffer all.
When your soul is trembling and fluttering, as the dove among
unsparing vultures or the lamb before devouring wolves, come to
Jehovah-jireh. Jesus presents aid in each trial, power for each duty,
shelter in each storm. He is the high place which the shafts of the
foe cannot reach-the covert which the storm cannot pierce. His
sure voice proclaims, "I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every
moment. Lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." As the
sun is full of light and the ocean of drops, so He is the full-stored
treasury of needful grace. He is the tree laden with all fruits at all
seasons. Whenever we approach the produce is ripe and bending
low to the hand of faith. In Him are supplies of living grace for a

The Gospel Magazine

71

living hour, of working grace for a working hour, of striving grace
for a striving hour, of praying grace for a praying hour, of suffering
grace for a suffering hour, of dying grace for a dying hour: grace
for prosperity r.nd for adversity-grace for the family, the closet, the
sanctuary, and the public haunts of men-grace for the palace, the
hut, the camp, the fleet-for those who rule, and for those who serve
-grace for childhood, for manhood, and for age-grace for health,
for sickness and for pain-grace for those who joy with the joyous,
and for those who mourn with the mourners and weep at the grave.
When the Father gave Jehovah-jireh to the Church, the gift was all
things. "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things."
Reader, let me solemnly ask, have you sought Jehovah-jireh 1 Is
Jesus the king and mainspring of your heart 1 Then know your rich
possession. Joy in it. Live on it. Cease to spend money for that
which satisfieth not. But eat the good which is before you and let
your soul delight itself in fatness. Pine not in your own hut of penury,
while His palace of all plenteousness courts your entrance. Lean not
on your own crumbling staff while the Rock of Ages is near to uphold
you.
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
THE REIGN OF SIN, AND THE REIGN OF GRACE.
By THE VEN. R. J. NOYES, 1\LA., RD.
" Moreover, the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned
unto death, even so might grace 1'eign through righteottsness unto
eternal life by Jesus Ohrist our Lord."-RoMANS v. 20, 2l.

IN this chapter of the Epistle to the Romans we are told how sin
" entered into the world," and its result with respect to all men, viz.,
"death." Paul corroborates and confirms the historical narrative
of the fall, contained in Gen. iii., that" By one man sin entered into
the world" (v. 12). This" one man" was Adam, " The Man," as
the Hebrew word signifies, tIle Head of the human race (v. 14.). The
result of Adam's transgression was that" Death passed unto all men,
for that all have sinned," or more correctly, as the R.V., "For that
all sinned," that is in Adam., the federal Head and Representative of
mankind. Thus, "Death passed unto all men" (v. 12). "Death
1'eigned" (verses 14, 17). Of this we have continual proof, day by
day, in this dying world. But praised be "The God of all grace"
(1 Peter v. 10), " Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life
by Jesus Cluist our Lord" (verse 21) and though" The wages of ~in
is death," "the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). Yes, through" The second man," "The Lord
from heaven," " The last Adam " (1 Cor. xv. 45, 47), righteousness has
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been brought in, and every poor and guilty sinner wbo trusts in Him
is justified freely by the grace of God, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus (see Rom. iii. 19-26). "For as by one man's disobem
ence many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous." The proof of this is the resurrection of Christ
from the dead. "If Christ be not raised, your faitb is vain; ye are
yet in your sins," writes the Apostle (1 Cor. xv. 17), and the converse
of this is of course true. Christ is risen. Therefore believers are no
longer in their sins. Their sins having been laid upon Christ, they are
made" the righteousness of God in Rim" (2 Cor. v. 21).
" The law entered that the offence might abound"; but" Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth "
(Rom. x. 4). Thus" wbere sin abounded, grace did much more
abound."
Ob, what glad tidings is this for poor sinners who are conscious of,
and mourn over, their sinfulness of heart and life! But how sad is
the condition of those who despise or neglect so great salvation!
(Reb. ii. 3). What is their prospect so long as they continue thus ?
If grace prevent not, death, and " after this the judgment" (Reb. ix.
27), the doom of the second deatb, " The lake of fire" (Rev. xx. 15).
Well did one write:
" Stay, poor sinner, stop and think,
Before you further go:
Why will you stand upon the brink
Of everlasting woe? "
The day of grace is not yet closed. Grace still reigns. ChIi t Je us,
God and Man in one Person, by Ris obedience to the law, and by
enduring the penalty of the broken law, death, even the dea h of the
cross, being made sin and a curse as the Divine Surety and ",ubstitute
for all wbo fly to Him for refuge, "Became the Author of eternal
salvation to all them that obey Rim" (Reb. v. 9).
On this grOlmd, salvation full and free, present and eternal, is till
proclaimed by the ambassadors of Christ, on the authority of the
Word of God. Therefore:" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore,
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing, doubt no 'more.
Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Bruised and mangled by the fall,
If you tarry till you're better,
You will never come at 80111
Not the righteousSinners Jesus came to call."
(J. Ha,·t, 1759).
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DAY BY DAY.
AT the beginning of a new year we are all apt to look forward to the
possibilities of joy or sorrow during its course. We try to peer through
the mist, but we cannot see. We are pilgrims on the earth, pilgrims
in the world, but thank God not of the world. We are pilgrims passing
through, and we live day by day travelling Zionward, and rejoicing
in our God. "Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my
pilgrimage." We live day by day, and the Lord's provision for His
dear children is " day by day," as was Jehoiachim's provision. "His
allowance was a continual allowance given him of the king, a daily
rate for every day, all the days of his life." This is an assu1'ed fact for
the Lord's people. "All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos,
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things
to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's and Christ is God's,"
What a glorious standing. But He opene out Eis good treasure daily,
just as He sees our need. The needed supply is constant and never
fails, But He looks for the daily life of faith. The familiar oft-quoted
instance occurs to memory of the wilderness march with the daily
manna given not to be stored, but to be fed upon daily. And there was
the guidance of the cloud by day and pillar by night all the way through
the marching time. We read in 1 Chron. xii. 22 that the helpers of
David came to David "day by day until it was a great host, like
the host of God." The help that was Almighty, the continual help
was assured in the words of Amasai, ,. Peace, peace be unto thee, and
peace be to thine helpers; for . . . (mark the reason, the source, the
"for") . . . thy God helpeth thee." Note it, dear reader. "Thy
God," Himself, "thy God helpeth thee." Also see that it was day
by day the helpers came, not a host in a day.
In the building of the temple in the days of Ezra there is a beautiful
picture of the daily provision in the conduct of a human king. Darius
the king was led to make a decree for the building of the house of God
(Ezra vi. 8, 9). "Forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that
they be not hindered. And that which they have need of, both young
bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-offerings of the God of
heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the appointment of
the priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by da,y
without fail." See how God provides for all. His people shall not
want for anything. The hearts of all are in His hands, and He turneth
them as He will.
And we all know our Saviour's prayer in St. Luke xi. 3: "Give us
day by day our daily bread." This has been His needy people's
prayer and comfort thousands of times, nay, even millions of times,
and it is their delight to lean upon Him day by day and to know that
their bread shall be given, their water shall be sure, and with regard
to spiritual provision (see 2 Cor. 4-16): "Though our outward man
perish-" though bodily strength is failing and energy declimng"yet-(do notice this beautiful "yet ")-" yet the inward man is
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renewed day by day." Strength may decline, yet the inward, the
spiritual, is renewed, renovated, revived. Oh! what pains He takes
with us. He will not give us up. He will not fail us. The renewing,
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit revives us and keeps us. "Kept
by the power of God." Do we take all in in that wonderful expression,
" kept," not let go? Kept not by our own struggling, our own
clinging, but just held, garrisoned, as the real meaning of the original
is, garrisoned by the power of the Almighty God Himself-safe in
His shelter. Let us depend upon Him, and upon Him alone, day by
day, indeed continually, for daily nourishment for body and oul.
For we too shall sing with David, "Blessed be the Lord Who daily
loadeth us with benefits."
Dear Samuel Rutherford wrote: "Oh, God be thanked that our
salvation is coasted and landed and shored upon Christ, Who is Master
of winds and storms. And what sea-winds can blow the coast or the
land out of its place? Bulwarks are often cast down; but coast
are not removed; but suppose that were or might be, yet God cannot
reel or remove." "The foundation of the Lord abideth UTe."
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord f01' ever." How strong the
confidence, surely, certainly. Goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days. Perhaps they are not always seen, but they are there.
" Thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall
be thy rereward " (Isa.lviii. 8). And another sweet word to the spiritual
Israel, " The Lord will go before you: and the God of Israel will be
your rereward" (Isa. lii. 12). Before, behind. Who can harm thee,
child of God? "Righteousness shall go before" and Christ is my
righteousness. To quote again from Rutherford, "The law of God
will not remit one farthing of the sinner. God forgetteth no both
the surety and the sinner; and every man must pay either in hi own
person . . . or in his Surety-Christ."
See, dear reader, new treasure in Christ, ever new unfoldings of His
love and provision, and rejoice. Day by day rejoice in H·m. He
rejoices in thee.
" Day
Oh I
Still
Give

by day the manna fell ;
to learn this lesson well:
by constant mercy fed,
me, Lord, my daily bread.

"..Day by day, the promise readr;:
Daily strength for daily needs;
Cast foreboding fears away;
Take the manna of to-day."
NETTIE.

" OLD Adam never was a saint yet, and never will be (Rom. vii.). On
the other hand, the new man, or principle of grace in the heart, never
sinned, and never can (Rom. vii.; 1 John)."-Toplady.
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"EXCEEDING ABUNDANTLY ABOVE."

" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto
Him be glory in the Church by Clwir>t Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen."-EpHEsIANS iii. 20, 21.

IT is hardly possible for a gracious mind to read this chapter without
admiring its spiritual architecture. Paul was not only a wise architect
(1 Cor. iii. 10), but a skilful one; and ion this Ephesian Epistle he lays
the foundation deep in the early verses in order to carry us up wi~h
him to the eternal throne in these concluding words.
The three words-" exceeding," "abundantly," "above "-are
favourites of the Apostle, who here forms them into a cluster. Though
"less than the least of all saints "-with perhaps a latent reference to
his name and to the smallness of his stature-he yet possessed largeness of heart, a mind exceeding and abundant. When a persecutor
he was" exceeding mad." ,Vhen grace found him, it was" exceeding abundant." The riches of grace made him feel to be the" chief"
of sinners. When he suffered, it was" above strength"; hi~ labours
were ., more abundant" and his stripea "above measure." When
favoured of God he had" abundance of revelation," so that he was
in danger of being exalted" above measure." He revelled in the
riches, even the "exceeding riches" of grace.
Here, as elsewhere, his large mind has to invent new words and
forms of expre~sion to set forth the riches of Christ. In this one
feature this chap~er is eminent. He is "less than the least of all
saints," a specially-coined phrase. The riches of Chris~ are" unsearchable." The love of Christ is known, yet" passeth knowledge." His
prayer for the Ephesians is that they may possef:lS and enjoy all
spiritual blessings and be "filled with all the fulness of God." And
then, beyond his heights and depths of asking and thinking, he prays
that God will do for them" exceeding abundantly above all"; each
of these four words expanding and multiplying the other three.
All true prayer is really the thoughts and purposes of God breathed
into the heart by the Holy Spirit, and breathed back again to their
Author in the form of desire. Prayer ill the verse before us takes
three forms-asking, thinking, and working.
1. Asking. This is one form of prayer, though not its only expression. Asking is the fruit of a sense of need prompting an approach
to the throne of grace. It is one of the first exercises of the newborn
soul, and one of its foremost exercises ever after while here on earth.
Asking is the pathway to the receiving of all that God has to give.
Some of us have memorial stones set up here and there by the wayside of our pilgrimage on which are recorded answers to our prayers.
Each of these was set up after trouble, and as a memorial of the
trouble and of our deliverance in it or from it. "This poor man
cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles."
Thus Hannah asked. a favour of God with trembling lips, and received
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her answer, and" called his name Sam-u-el "-asked of God-" becau e
I have asked him of the Lord."
David, too, records the fruit of his petitions in PSalm xxi. 4--" He
asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest it him, even length of days for
ever and ever."
Solomon asked for wisdom in preference to earthly honours, and
God gave him the unasked honours in addition to the wisdom. Thi
was more than he asked, in harmony with God's usual liberalit..
" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, Who giveth to ~ll
men liberally, and upbraideth not."
When the Lord Jesus was here on earth He gave to all who a ked.
To some He gave health-to others sight. He saw the askings of
dumb lips that could not speak, and gave them speech. He heard
the speech of lepers, mothers, fathers, and persons in every condition,
and gave them all they asked, and more.
He still invites and encourages us to a k. "Whatsoever ye shall
ask in My Name, that will J do, that the Father may be crlorified in
the Son. If ye shall ask anything in My ame, I will do it. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in My ame; ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full" (John xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 24). And, what i"
" exceeding abundantly above all," He join our a kings to Hi" own.
and Himself prays to the Father for us.
2. Thinking. It is truly solemn to know that God is familiar with
our thoughts; but it is nevertheless very sweet. "Thou knowemy thoughts afar off "; the remote embryo of it, before it ha as"umed
a definite form or force. Before my prayer has grown into a defined
word, Thou art acquainted with the distant atom of the desire. Before
the meditation of the heart (Ps. xix. 14) has grown into the words
of the mouth, it is acceptable in the sight of its Author.
From His infinite resources our God grants us not only what we
ask, but what we think. There are yearnings ann. longincr- of the
soul which cannot be expressed in human language, and which can
only be translated by One Who is able to read His own writing.
" Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And He
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spiri ,
because He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will
of God."
Many readers will be familiar with the bitter-sweet experience of
having a heart full of prayer with no power to pray; a hean full
of grief, with" no more power to weep" (1 Sam. xxx. 4). It is thus
perfectly true, though a paradox, that we pray more when we cannot
pray than when we can pray, and often ask to better purpose when
we only think.
The parched lips of the fevered child are more eloquent to the mother
than a thousand words; and" like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame"
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-our spiritual frame no less than our bodily frame. Prayer is therefore not so much what we ask, or what we think, but what God is
able to do. I am always sorry to hear this grand verse misquotedabove all we can ask or even think. This destroys its beauty and
weakens its meaning. What we can think is very little; but what
we do think when God thinks within us is exceeding much. It is
the very mind and purpose of God wrought in us by the Holy Spirit.
What we can ask is very poor; what we do ask, as God views it, is
very precious.
Oh, poor child of God, overwhelmed with a labyrinth (Ps. xciv. 19)
of thoughts within you, God's thoughts are" exceeding abundantly
above" them all. Your thoughts are poor-His are precious. Your
. thoughts are limited-His are boundless as eternity. His thoughts
are the expressions of His own attributes, inbreathed into your spirit,
for you to breathe them back again to Him in spoken or unspoken
askings in times of sorest need.
3. Working. All this is done" according to the power that 1corketh
in us." Everything in this Epistle is according to a purpose 01' a
pattern. The reader will profitably trace the occurrences of this word,
"according," in this Epistle.
This power was first put into operation in the resurrection of Christ.
" And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead." And it is always
put into operation when a sinner is quickened into life and delivered
from the power of Satan. But it is also always put into operation
whenever a quickened sinner really prays. Real prayer, therefore,
is the almighty power of God moving in a sinner's soul. Real prayer
always drops down from heaven before it rises to heaven. The feeblest
asking, the timidest thinking, is an effect of a greater power than
that which made the world. The veriest "Lord, help me ! " which
I can only think, but cannot utter, is God's almighty power in exercise
within my crushed heart. Nehemiah's unspoken prayer (ii. 4, 5)
went up to heaven in less than a moment, and its answer came down
in the same space. Hezekiah's prayer (2 Kings xx. 4) rose to heaven
and has its answer" afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court."
The fact is that nothing can hinder a true prayer from reaching the
throne of God, whether spoken or thought. No power can crush my
weakness if God is my strength. I cannot be poor while His riches
are mine. I shall have enough of earth if heaven be mine. "The
weakness of God is stronger than men."
Thus the Spirit here by the h!l.ud of Paul leads us up to a point
from which we may view at times the eternal purpose of G;od in His
precious thoughts concerning us, and learn how those thoughts produce
within us askings and thinkings, and yearnings to understand them.
These glimpses of God's purposes are very precious and reviving,
and they serve to reveal to us that there are yet unexplored regions
in the love of God in Christ. These shall be unfolded to His eternal
6
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"glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen."
And in the unfolding we shall doubtless find that many of our
askings were far below our Lord's purposes, and our thinkings far
short of His thoughts concerning us. Our askings and thinkings are
finite and narrowed by earth and time: His thoughts ~re the benedictions of eternity.
Cricklewood.

WILLIAl{ WILEMAN.

"THE WILL OF THE LORD BE DONE."
THE apostle says that we have heard of the patience of Job and have
seen the end of the Lord, and I suppose it is a practical impossibility
for us to think of the one without the other. We can in a measure,
perhaps, feel with him as our experiences or affections dictate, in
the loss of his children, of his health, of his property, of his friends,
and of the encouragement and love that he should have had in what
remained of his desolated home. But all the time there rises before
us "the end of the Lord," and His great pitifulness and mercy that
He showed to Job, when He gave him twice as much as he had before,
and left no source of joy and comfort unopened to His dear child.
So we feel also in thinking of Joseph. We know what was to come.
The second chariot in the kingdom was waiting for llim while he was
in prison with the iron entering into his soul. We know that all
David's trial was to take him to the throne and to the enjoyment of
rest on every side. There are many others whose histories close in
light and joy and in thanksgiving to Him Who has delivered, Who
does deliver, and Who will deliver. How many exceptions there ale,
it may not be so easy to say, since or before John was beheaded in
pnson. There are two instances which somehow always seem to me
to convey the sorrow that they were wrapped up in at the time. One
is the death of Josiah, the other is the departure of Paul from his
flock and friends when he was determined to go to Jerusalem. What
a joy it must have been to the godly especially, and to all Israel to
think of the king they had! how he wrought for the establishment
of his people in righteousness, how he encouraged the priests in the
right worship of Jehovah, and how he held a passover such as had
not been held since the days of Samuel! But" after all this "-so
the chronicler says, as if we could scarcely believe that his judgment
should have so betrayed him-" after all this," he went out of his
way to fight with an enemy that was not his enemy. He went to
Megiddo, and never returned alive, but died when he was only thirtynine years old. "And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah; and all the singing men and the
singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day."
The other case, the departing of Paul from his brethren at Ephesus,
seems to have left behind it some of the grief that it caused them.
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He set out" bound in the spirit" for Jerusalem. The Ephesians he
left breaking their hearts on the seashore, and in due time he came
to Tyre, hasting and hoping to get to Jerusalem by Pentecost. And
although the disciples at Tyre told him" through the Spirit" that he
should not go up to Jerusalem, though Agabus told him "by the Holy
Ghost" that he would be delivered to the Gentiles, though Luke and
all the rest of them begged of him to listen, he would not be persuaded.
So they gave up their attempts and said, "The will of the Lord be
done." It was His will evidently that Paul should have his wish,
and go up to Jerusalem to all sorts of trouble and to the loss of his
liberty. We can but believe that the brethren found rest, or at least
some relief, in their conviction that whatever came, it was the will of
God. At the time it meant comfort and refreshing to other brethren
and saints. It meant, later on, the epistles that were written from
Rome. It meant all that was unfolded to each of those he left, and
to all to whom he went, while the breath of life remained with any.
one of them. It meant then, and it means now, that as the suffering.
of Christ abound in His followers, so also shall the consolation. It·
means that the appointment of every day, week, and year, is the best"
that the love of God can ordain, or the power and wisdom of God can,
perform on our behalf. It means that the labour or sufferings of the'
body, the greater labours and sorrows of spirit, the turmoil of the world,.
the tempests of the soul, the crooks in the lot, the difficulties or darkness;
of the way are all of His sweet will. When He gives quietness, who-can give trouble ~ When He builds up and restores the waste places
it is with His own mind and hand. May we find in our unspeakable
mercy that His will towards us is to pour out upon us continually
the Spirit of prayer and thanksgiving. May we be refreshed by the
way and in this desert place with a sense of His own love and acceptance, and with what comes next, the love of the brethren.
FOLLOWER-ON.
A SCIENTIST ON EVOLUTION.
PROFESSOR J. A. FLEMING, Doctor of Science and a Fellow of the
Royal Society, spoke as follows in the Queen's Hall, London, at the
annual meeting of the London City Mission on May 8, 1928: "You
cannot go down into the slums and alleys of Darkest London and
effect anything at all useful by telling men and women that human
beings are the results of evolution from the animal races, or that sin
is merely the remains of the brute left in us which time may be trusted
ultimatelv to remove. You canno'~ reform the drunkard or redeem
the thief or habitual criminal or violent man by the teachings of
Modernism, or the so-called higher criticism, that we live under a
system of unbroken law, that miracles never happen, or that the
Bible is merely the product of the tmaided intellect of mankind."The Zenana.
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THE MIRACLE OF THE HEALING' OF A LEPER.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
MATTHEW viii. 2, 3.
ONE of the wonderful miracles wrought by the Lord Jesus in proof
that He was the Messiah, the One sent from God, and the Son of God,
was the healing of a leper. For there was no known cure for the
terrible disease of leprosy. God could, and did, remove it in some
instances, in His sovereign mercy, as in that of Naaman the Syrian.
And so did the Lord Jesus. The leper of whom we read in Matt. viii.
2, 3, came to Jesus and kneeled down to Him, and said: "Lord, if
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." And the Lord Jesus was
willing, touched him, and said, " I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed."
There are many spiritual lessons to be learned from the circumstances
of this miracle.
1. The leper was a type of a conscious, sin-burdened soul. His
disease was a terrible burden, and he desired to be healed if it were
possible. And thus it is with the sin-burdened sinner. Like David,
his prayer is, " Cleanse me from my sin" (Ps. li. 2), and like that of
the publican in our Lord's parable, " God be merciful to me a sinner"
(Luke xviii. 13).
2. The leper came to Jesus. He had heard of Him, and of the
miracles that He had wrought, and he believed that Jesus was the
Lord, for so he addressed Him, saying, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou
canst make me clean." The sin-burdened sinner, in a like manner,
having heard of the Lord Jesus as the Almighty Saviour of sinners,
.believes in Him, and seeks his salvation.
3. The leper acknowledged the power of Christ, but was in doubt
as to His willingness to heal him, saying, " Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou
canst make me clean." He acknowledged the sovereignty of the Lord.
And so does the sinner who is truly conscious of his sinfulness of heart
and life. With him, it is not a matter of his ,. accepting Christ," as
conversion is often said to be, and which seems to make salvation
contingent upon the human will; but rather, at first at least, the
question will be, "Will Christ receive me ?". "Will He save such
an one as I am ? "
4. The Lord Jesus was willing to cleanse the leper. "And Jesus
put forlh His hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean."
He is the same Jesus still, receiving all sinners that come to Him for
pardon and salvation, as He said: "All that the Father giveth :Jle
shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out" (John vi. 37). "This man receiveth sinners," was said by His
enemies, and it is blessedly true. His words are: "I came not to
cl1ll the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
5. The Lord Jesus touched the leper. For any other to have done
this would have involved ceremonial defilement. But in healing the
leper with a touch, the Deity of the Lord shines forth. We are
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reminded, too, that" What the law could not do in that it was weak
through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin (or, by a sacrifice for sin, A.V. margin), condemned
sin in the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3). No other but He Who is perfect
God and perfect man could have wrought redemption for His people.
6. "Immediately his leprosy was cleansed." For, "Where the
word of a King is there is power." And, in like manner, when the
Word of the Lord enters into the heart of a seeking sinner, by the
power of the Holy Ghost, it sets him free from the law of sin and death,
and he realizes that there is "No condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus" (see Rom. viii. 1, 2), and that the blood of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sin (see 1 John i. 7).

THE VICAR OF BUXTON ON THE NEW EVANGELICALS
AND CALVINISM.
WE have received a copy of The Bnxton Advertiser for Nov. 10th last,
which contains a sermon by the Rev. Canon C. E. Scott-Moncrieff,
Vicar of Buxton, preached in the Parish Church of that town on
Sunday, Nov. 4th, on "The Evangelical School of Thought." We
give an extract from it in reference to the new Evangelicals and their
rejection of the Calvinistic doctrines set forth in the Thirty-nine
Articles, to which all clergymen have to declare their assent. We
would ask our readers to read over the Tenth Article on " Free Will,"
and the Seventeenth Article on " Predestination and Election." They
will then see that however much what are called Calvinistic doctrines
are now derided, they still occupy a place in the doctrinal Articles of
the Church of England, as well as being clearly taught in the Word
of God. These doctrines ought not to be received merely because
Calvin taught them, but because they permeate tbe whole of the Old
and New Testaments. In fact it may confidently be declared that
no preaching of the Gospel which ignores the doctrine of human
inability and the doctrine of God's electing grace is really Scriptural.
Professed Evangelicals fail to declare the whole counsel of God and
omit all reference to important portions of Scripture, if their teaching
is not permeated by the great doctrines of grace. We believe that
John Newton said that he used the doctrine of election as he used
sugar in his tea, to sweeten the whole of his preaching.
The late incumbent of Trinity Church, Buxton, whom Canon ScottMoncrieff describes as "the last stalwart Calvinist" he remembers
speaking to, was our highly-esteemed friend the Rev. F. Peacock.
The extract from the Canon's sermon is as follows:" I do not find it easy to describe its characteristics. Just because
in spite of our unwillingness we do learn from one another, the different
schools of thought in the Church have a tendency to shade into one
another so that it is difficult to draw the line and say, 'Here Evangelicalism ends and Anglo-Catholicism or Modernism begins.' It will
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be safer to say that modern Evangelicalism on the whole shows this
tendency rather than that, although I can quite imagine an ardent
Evangelical disavowing one or other of tbe tendencies I mention.
" A few differences from the old Evangelical tenets one can mention
at once. Calvinism is practically obRolete. The last stalwart Calvinist
I remember speaking to was the late incumbent of Trinity Church
in this town, who represented, I venture to think, a type of Evangelicalism altogether out of date. Evangelical preaehers no longer indulge
in vivid descriptions of the terrors of hell fire. They try to save by
love rather than by fire. Nor do I think they are so uncompromisingly
hostile as they were to such amusements as dancing and the thea'tre,
though they still regard both as somewhat dangerous, ann. to be
indulged in sparingly, if at all. Their tendency still is to lay more
stress upon individual conversion, private prayer, and private study
of Scripture, rather than the corporate worship of the Church, the
regular ordination of her ministers, and the devout use of the Sacraments. In so far as they are inspired with a hope of the reunion of
Christendom, it is reunion with the Protestant Nonconformist bodies,
rather than the much larger body of Christians which are attached
to the Eastern or the Roman communions. Every attempt to draw
closer to these latter they regard with suspicion and dislike. They
would defend the practice of public worship more as an appointed
means of 'getting good,' than the offering to God of the worship
which is His due. In the interpretation of Holy Scripture they lay
more stress than others on the private judgment of the individual
than on the judgment of the Church as expressed by her councils
and leading teachers. Their regard for ecclesiastical authority is
weaker than their submission to the authority of the State.
" I hope I have not misrepresented their general tendeneies. I am
quite aware that it would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to find an
Evangelical in whom all these tendencies are combined."
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IF one justified person may fall away from Christ all may; and so
Christ would be a head without a body.-Thomas Watson.
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).l)oung lo1hs' lPage.

CONTINUE.
You all know, my dear young readers, what it means to contirme.
A girl begins a piece of work but gets tired of it after a short time,
and it is put away and never finished. She does not continue with
it. I know a farmer and his wife who have one son. They bought
a piano for him as a boy, and arranged for him to have music lessons,
but he would not practise. He began, but did not continue, and
the piano is useless. His mother had been looking forward to his
being able to give pleasure to his parents by playing for them on
winter evenings.
This word is brought to our notice many times in the Word of God,
teaching us to continue in the Christian life, but of course no one can
do this who has not begun to walk in the narrow way which leads
to heaven. Have you, my dear young reader, like Christian in the
Pilgrim's Progress, turned your back upon sin and the world, and
started, by God's grace, to walk on the only safe road? If you have
gone to Jesus and received forgiveness of all your sins, you now long
to walk in the right way. The Holy Spirit will guide and teach you
through the Scriptures and give you grace to continue.
The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, "If ye continue in My word,
then are ye My disciples indeed" (John viii. 31), and at another time
He said, "Continue ye in My love" (John xv. 9). So you see He
wishes us day by day to think of His wondrous love, to delight in it,
and to learn more about it, and to be diligent in the study of His Word,
without which there can be no progress in the Christian life. The
Apostle Paul urged Timothy, "Continue in the things which thou
hast learned, and hast been assured of" (2 Tim. iii. 16), and" Take
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in them' (1 Tim.
iv. 15).
We read of the people who were converted through Peter's sermon
on the Day of Pentecost, " They continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers "
(Acts ii. 42). They kept the Lord's command to eat bread and drink
wine together in remembrance of Him, and they prayed to God to
help, to keep, to guide, and to teach them. No doubt, too, they
would pray that the Lord would open the hearts of others to receive
the Word of Life.
In writing to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul told them to " continue
in prayer" (Col. iv. 2). He also said to them, "If ye continue in
the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the
hope of the Gospel" (Col. i. 23). Thus would they prove themselves
to be real believers.
It is interesting to notice how earnestly Paul and Barnabas spoke
to those who had believed in the Synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia.
They" persuaded them to continue in the grace of God" (Acts xiii. 43).
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In the next chapter there is an account of the visits to Iconium, Lystra,
and Derbe, and we are told that on the return journey they spoke
to the converts, " confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting
them to continue in the faith."
Oh! that we may each have grace to cont'inue to" run with patience
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus."
David's prayer in Ps. xxxvi. 10 should often be ours, as we realize
our need-" 0 continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that know
E. A. H.
Thee."
THE SHEPHERD BOY'S SONG.
"He that is down needs fear no fall;
He that is low, no pride:
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide.
" I am content with what I have,
Little be it or much;
And, Lord, contentment still I crave,
Because Thou savest such."
" Fulness to such a burden is,
That go on pilgrimage;
Here little, and hereafter bliss,
Is best from age to age."
John Bunyan.
CHRIST THE SINBEARER ALL THROUGH HIS LIFE.
" HE (Christ) must be regarded as bearing the penalty of sin from the
first moment of His incarnation, or even from His sending by the
Father. We cannot survey the meanness and abasement of His
birth, made lower than the angels; the poverty of His condition;
His manual occupation-earning His bread with the sweat of His
brow, according to the doom on all the race; His temptation by the
foul spirit; His privations; His endurance of hunger and thirst;
the agony and bloody sweat; the arrest; the chains by which He
was bound; the trial; the accusation and rejection by His nation;
the condemnation pronounced upon Him by the Gentiles; and the
shame of a public execution-without the full conviction that all this
was included in our doom, and related to our punishment. All these
griefs in the Man of Sorrows tended to the satisfaction for sin, and
were comprehended in the primeval threat of death."
" They who limit the sinbearing to the three hours on the crossa too widely diffused notion-have far diverged from biblical language
and ideas."-" The Doctrine of the Atonement as Taught by Ohrist
Himself." By Prof. Smeaton, pp. 92, 94.
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THE LATE REV. TREVOR FIELDER, M.A.
WE were startled and grieved to read in The Times on Jan. 10th of
the death of our highly-esteemed friend, the Rev. Trevor Fielder, of
23, Foxcombe Road, Bath, and formerly vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster,
Bristol. He had been living in Bath for some years, doing occasional
duty on the Lord's day. Mr. Fielder was ordained in 1877 and became
curate of Christ Church, Westminster, under the late Preb. H. E. Fox.
Later he was vicar of St. Andrew's, Lambeth (1882-91), of Great
Clacton, Essex (1891-94), and vicar of St. Stephen's, Walthamstow.
Subsequently he became vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol,
the scene of the labours of the late Dr. Doudney, for many years the
esteemed Editor of this Magazine.
Mr. Fielder was a frequent speaker at the Clifton Conference, convened by our highly-esteemed friend, the late Rev. James Ormiston,
Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, and Editor of this Magazine.
We became intimately acquainted with Mr. Fielder during our ministry
in Bath, and he often preached at Kensington Episcopal Chapel, as
well as St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol. He was thorOl:ghly opposed to the
sacerdotalism of the Anglo-Catholics, and he stood firmly for the full
inspiration of the Scriptures. He was an eloquent speaker, had an
easy flow of language, and his sermons were always thoughtful, helpful
and Scriptural. Men of his stamp are now very rare and we deeply
mourn his removal from our midst. He had reached the age of 75.
The last time we saw him was at Bath in July, 1927. He supported
us in a lecture which we gave on " The Revised Prayer Book in Relation
to Evangelical Nonconformity." His work on earth is done, but we
doubt not he is now with the Saviour Whom he loved and served, and
Whom he exalted in his preaching.
THE LATE MR. J. D. COLBRAN.
THREE days after Christmas we were startled to hear from a friend
in London of the sudden death of Mr. J. D. Colbran, of Stapleton Hall
Road, Strond Green, London. His death took place on Thursday,
December 20th. Our kind informant wrote: "He was in chapel,
seemingly in good health, went home, and within three-quarters of
an hour passed away."
Mr. Colbran was an esteemed and regular reader of this Magazine,
and valued greatly all the great doctrines of grace. We have known
Mr. Colbran for many years, although distance from London prevented
Qur meeting him often. On several occasions he kindly put us up
when meetings ca.lled us to Lonrlon. Our contact with him led us
to the conclusion that he was a true man of God, a humble follower
Qf the Lord Jesus Christ, a man who loved and studied his Bible and
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who loved to converse on its precious truths. He honoured God and
His Word in his home by the laudahle custom of having family reading
of the Word of God, followed by prayer. He was a trustee as well
as deacon, we believe, of Regent Street Chapel, London, and he had
the interests of the Lord's work there much at heart.
Besides heing on the Committee of the Sovereign Grace Union, he
had for many years been a member of the Committee of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, and took a warm interest in its work.
The last time we saw him was at the Hornsey Rise Home of the
A.P.F.S. We had gone there on Friday, November 2nd, to preach
the sermon at its autumn gathering. He came into the vestry before
the service, and we had a happy time of Christian fellowship together.
After the service he spoke approving words of the sermon which was
based upon 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14. Now he is " with Christ which is far
better." We grieve that he is no longer here to company with the
saints of God, but we thank God for the blessed assurance that his
sudden death meant sudden glory.

Q!otte~ponbentt.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A lady missionary writes: "On going to the Rest
this morning to prepare for our meetings next week, I found two
delightful parcels of books, etc., for our work, for which many thanks.
Your kind contributions have always been the mainstay of those we
sew into brown paper covers, and you can think what joy and gratitude
was felt when I tell you that we had only just a few magazines and
sermons left of your previous parcel. I am sorry to say that Miss-has not been able to be at the meetings this year. We are a small
party of workers, but we have been able to do our usual number of
packets. Please accept our grateful thanks for your most acceptable
parcels, when our shelves were so bare." We would remind our friends
of the great need that exists for magazines and book~, and many of
your readers whose shelves and tables are laden with books may perhaps
hardly realize how such are welcomed by the men of the sea and those
on foreign service. May the Lord richly bless the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Fir.field Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, December, 1928.

IF it be the honour of God to snatch souls out of the devil's hands,
it is for His honour to keep them.-Stephen Charnock.
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BISHOP KNOX ON THE GREAT REFORMER, JOHN CALVL .

John Bunyan in Relation to His Times is the title of a very valuable
book from the pen of Edmund Arbuthnott Knox, D.D., formerly
Bishop of Manchester. The little volume of 116 pages is published
by Longmans, Green & Co. for 3s. 6d., and is a very valuable and
unique addition to the literature called forth by the tercentenary of
John Bunyan. Besides the four opening chapters there are chapters
on "Bunyan and Baxter," "Bunyan in the Storm," "Bunyan and
the Bible," Bunyan and the Church," " Bunyan and Fox," and" The
Vitality of Bunyan."
There is much in this volume of great interest as coming from one
who held so prominent a position in the Church of England as that
of Bishop of Manchester.
For example, the bishop quotes with approval the following resolution of the House of Commons in the reign of Charles I: ., We the
Commons now in Parliament assembled do claim, profess, and avow
for truth, the sense of the Articles of religion which were establi hed in
the reign of our late Queen Elizabeth, which by public act of he
Church of England and by the general consent of the writers of the
Church have been delivered to us: and we do reject the sense of the
Jesuits and the Arminians." "In which contention," says Bishop
Knox, "the House of Commons was, beyond doubt, historically
correct" (p. 32).
On another page Bishop Knox truly says: "Public Church disciplin
can hardly be said to have an existence in the Church of England.
Discipline has passed entirely into the hands of the State, and will
presumably there remain so long as that Church is an E tabli~hed
Church" (pp. 82, 83). We wish, however, principally to draw the
attention of our readers to the testimony of Bishop Knox to the
great reformer, John Calvin. It is extremely refreshing to find a
learned and highly-esteemed Bishop of the Church of England bearing
such warm testimony to that great man of God. This is what the
Bishop says on pages 6 to 9 of his excellent volume :"England's deliverance from the catastrophe of a servile Church
in a servile nation is largely due, under God, to the influence and work
of John Calvin. Calvin is little known to the ordinary Englishman,
or even the ordinary clergyman. On the shelves of a prominent
theological college there stand, 01' stood some years ago, thirty or
forty uncut volumes of Calvin's works, and at the end of the row a
thin slim booklet entitled Refutation of Calvin. In the Cambridge
Modern History is a bibliography to the chapter on Calvin in which
are enumerated only eight works in English as against some hundred
works in French and German; and not one of these English works
is of any completeness or distinction. To the average Englishman
Calvin is a detestable theologian who taught that God created hy far
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the vast majority of mankind for eternal damnation. Calvin is
believed to be the worshipper and prophet of a deity unworthy of the
adoration of the most ferocious savages. Of the true Calvin the
average Englishman knows almost nothing, and he would be at a loss
to account for the marvellous influence that Calvin exercised on the
thought and destiny of Europe. Mr. John Buchan calls him 'the
most potent intellectual force in the world between St. Thomas Aquinas
and Voltaire.' Let this appreciation by a modern writer, Dr. Fairbairn,
who cannot be suspected of narrow prejudice, be added: 'His [Calvin's]
services to the cause of sacred learning must not be forgotten. These
it is hardly possible to exaggerate; he is the sanest of commentators,
the most skilled of exegetes, the most reasonable of critics.' (This,
by the way, was Dr. Pusey's opinion also.) 'He knows how to use
an age to interpret a man, a man to interpret an age. His exegesis
is never forced or fantastic; he is less rash and subjective in his
judgments than Luther; more reverent to Scripture, more faithful to
history, more modern in spirit. His work on the Psalms has much
to make our most advanced scholars ashamed of the small progress
we have made either in method or in conclusions. And his work is
inspired by a noble belief; he thought that the one way to know
Christianity was to know the mind of Christ; that this mind was
expressed in the Scriptures; and to make them living and credible
was to make indefinitely more possible its incorporation in the thoughts
and institutions of men. It is by his service to this cause that Calvin
must ultimately be judged.'
"To Calvin's influence in the Elizabethan age evidence is given,
even by his severest critics. Richard Hooker says of him: 'I think
him the wisest man that ever the French Church did enjoy, since the
hour it enjoyed him.' And again: 'Two things there are which have
deservedly procured him honour throughout the world: the one his
exceeding pains in composing the Institutions of Christian Religion;
the other, his no less industrious travail for exposition of the Holy
Scripture according to the same Institutions. . . . Of what account
the "Master of Sentences was to the Church of Rome, the same and
more amongst the preachers of reformed Churches Calvin had purchased.' Even more convincing as proof of his influence on the rank
and file of English laity is the will of Sir Henry Wotton: 'My soul
I bequeath to the immortal God my Maker, Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, my blessed Redeemer and Mediator, through His all-sole
sufficient satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, and efficient for
His elect in the number of whom I am by His mere grace, and thereof
comfortably assured by His Holy Spirit, the true eternal Comforter.'
When the Pope excommunicated Elizabeth he excommunicated her
as a partaker' in the heresy of Calvin.'
" Calvin's special services to the Church at large may be summed
up in his doctrine of man and his doctrine of the Church.
" Calvin's doctrine of man, derived especially from the Epistle to
the Romans, was the doctrine of the universal corruption vf man as
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a consequence of the Fall, a corruption so great and so complete as
to make the whole work of man's salvation dependent from first to
last on the free grace of God. 'It is not of him that willeth, nor of
him that runnetb, but of God that hatb mercy.'
"The effect of this doctrine was to raze to the ground the whole
fabric of ranks, titles, honours, and time-long gradations of society.
If Calvin was right, ail men were equal in the one aspect which gives
any value to life, the aspect of eternity. The King might be one of
the lost, the poorest beggar one of the saved. The only true nobility
was tbat which God by His free grace conferred. If it were objected
that this system reduced salvation to the mere action of Divine
favouritism, and left no room for the agency of free-will, it was not
difficult to point out that the exercise of free-will depended largely
on conditions of birth and fortune. Was there not as much favouritism
here as in the doctrine of grace 1 Was it not better to depend on the
free grace of God than on the complex conditions which combine to
determine what man coils his free-will 1
"In any case the child of God-as Calvin saw him-had nothing
to fear from human tyranny, no favours to beg from human partiality.
Whether he were the most lonely shepherd on a far-off hillside, or an
attendant on the court of a fickle sovereign, whether he stood on the
battlefielc1, trafficked on the mart, was chained to the oar as a galley
slave, was stretched on the rack, or scorched by the flames around
the stake, he had nothing to fear; he had a possession which none
could take from him, even himself. He was dependent on no priest,
needed not the splendour of any sanctuary to assist his devotions,
asked no aid of Virgin or Saint to assist him in his prayers. Wha he
did need was the Word of God-not as a record of Jewish antiquitie ,
nor even as a history of Divine revelations-but as a living "Word
that found him, awakened his conscience, rebuked his sillE, 8 sured
him of his Father's love, filled him with joy and peace in believingnot a bare, dead word, but a living and active Word, 'sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and
spirit" of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts
and intents of the heart '-in fact, the Word ministered by tbe Spirit
and therefore full of the power of God. Is it strange that, so taught,
Calvin and his followers made their doctrine of the Church rest upon
the Scripture 1 "

WHERE there is no confidence in God, there will be no continuance
with God.- William SfXker.
GOD'S love ties the marriage-knot so fast, that neither death nor
hell can break it asunder.-Thomas Watson.
, , CHliIST'S sheep do not contribute any part of their own wool to
their own clothing. They wear, and are justified by, the fine linen of
Christ's obedience only."-Toplady.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IN acknowledging a gift from the Society a pensioner wrote: "I truly
thank you from my very heart. One thing I know, it is of the Lord,
therefore I say, ' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within
me, bless His holy Name.'
He is my life's bright morning star,
And He my rising sun.'
Every good gift and every perfect gift cometh down from above
where Jesus reigns. What a God we have! I do pray for the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society that found me in a waste howling wilderness.
Bless the dear Lord again and again."
The Committee are encouraged by the increasing number of Churches
that take collections for the funds at services. By this means the
work is made more widely known, and if all Churches whose members
receive benefit would so favour the Society it would be much appreciated.
Services have been arranged to take place, n.v., at Lynton Road,
Bermondsey, in the evening of Feb. 7th, at Grantham on the 17th,
and at Ebenezer Chapel, Brightou, on the evening of the 27th.
I

IRRATIONALISM OF EVOLUTION. 13y C. D. H. Price 4d., post
free 5d. Pp. 24. (To be had from the author, "Tile Hurst,"
West Street, Ewell, Surrey.)
This pamphlet is described as " An Inquiry into the Foundations
of Belief in the Biblical Record of Creation." It takes the form of
a dialogue. The author is an architect, but he is also a thoughtful
and careful student of Scripture and shows himself to be well acquainted
with the arguments in favour of the theory of evolution. The address
by Sir Arthur Keith on EvolutioD before the British Association at
Leeds, in August, 1927, is ably dealt with, as also the sad utterances
of an unnamed Bishop. The author realizes that the doctrine of the
Fall cannot be " surrendered without compromising the entire Christian
scheme of Atonement and Redemption." He shows that the acceptance of the doctrine of man's descent from the ape involves the denial
of the Fall, and the consequent denial of the vital truths of the Gospel.
Moreover, the evolutionary hypothesis is totally at variance with the
teaching of Scripture. Its acceptance therefore involves the rejection
of the records and teaching of Scripture, and deprives us of all solid
foundation for" those things which are most surely helieved among
us." The author well says, "that every attempt to discredit the
inspired record of Creation in favour of the new doctrine of Evolution
must be regarded as an attack on the historical foundations of the
Christian faith. The Creation and the Fall of man are divinelyrevealed facts which cannot be eliminated from the Christian revelation without rendering it meaningless and inapplicable to the spiritual
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condition ahd needs of the human race. The doctrine of the Atonement and Justification by faith unfolded in the New Testament depend
upon the truth of the Fall and consequent ruin of man recorded
at the commencement of the Old Testament."
This is altogether an excellent pamphlet and is well worthy of
circulation among students and others who are exposed to the false
teaching of evolution.
THE HISTORY OF WELWYN INDEPENDENT CHAPEL. By Raymond H.
Belton. Pp. 54. Price Is. 3d., by post Is. 5d. (To be obtained
from the author, Bethel Lodge, Welwyn, Herts, or from C. J.
Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, KC.4.)
Welwyn Independent Chapel was opened by the famous William
Huntington in June, 1792, and it continues to this day, we understand,
as a witness to the great doctrines of grace.
Thomas Oxenham, who was brought into full spiritual liberty
through Mr. Huntington, was it,s first minister, and he continued to
hold forth the Word of life as its pastor for forty yeare. John Row
was pastor for nineteen years, and Robert Knight occupied the same
position for forty-one years-1876-1917. Its present pastor is the
Rev. James H. Belton. At his recognition services held in January,
1918, the speakers included the late Revs. W. Sinden and J. W. Tobitt.
Others who spoke were the Re;v. H. Atherton and Mr. H. E. Bullard.
This is a carefully-written and interesting record of the history of
Welwyn Chapel. Seven illustrations are given in its pages, and a
large number will no doubt be glad to possess this little volume.
PRIESTHOOD. By Rev. Edward Boudery. Pp. 32. Price 6d.,
post free 7d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, t. Paul's
Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
The author of this pamphlet is a pastor in the Reformed Church
of France. For fifteen years he was a pliest in the Church of Rome.
The olosing pages of the pamphlet are specially good in emphasizing
the priesthood of all believers. This doctrine, says the authol', "is the
distinctive feature of true Christianity."
THE LORD'S DAY CATECHISM. By Dr. A. C. Downer. Price 50 for 2s.,
100 for 3s. 6d., post free. (Lord's Day Observance ociety,
18, Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.)
This dainty booklet is intended for boys and gills, but adults also
might read it with profit. It sets forth the Divine authority and
perpetual obligation of the Sabbath simply and comprehensively. It
would be well if a copy were put into the hands of the children all
over the country. A specimen copy will be sent post free to any of
our readers, if application is made to :Mr. H. H. Martin, Lord's Day
Observance Society, 18, Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.

