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" Who comforteth us in ail our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOO....-2 CORINTIl!ANS i. 4.

"THE WELLS OF SALVATION."
" Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."

-ISAIAH xii. 3.
THIS chapter points forward to a day when GOD'S ancient people
Israel shall have been delivered from their sorrows, and shall have
been brought into the experience of GOD'S eternal salvation.
" Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation"
(Isa. xlv. 17). That is the Divine purpose. "All Israel shall be
saved," says the apostle, " as it is written, There shall come out of
Zion the DELIVERER, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob"
(Rom. xi. 26). In view of that blessed experience the LORD says,
"Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your GOD. Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned" (Isa. xl. 1, 2).
When GOD'S people are thus comforted the twelfth chapter of
Isaiah will be fulfilled. "In that day thou shalt say, 0 LORD, I
will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger
is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold GOD is my
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH
is my strength and my song; He is become my salvation." Then
the prophet, addressing the LORD'S comforted and saved people,
says to them, "Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the
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wells of salvation." The spiritual Israel have now reason to praise
the LORD for comforting them with His saving mercy, and because
of this they, too, are privileged to go on drawing water out of the
wells of salvation. Taking the words as setting forth the privilege
of all the Israel of GOD in all ages, let us, in dependence on the
SPIRIT'S teaching and help, consider them.
1. First, let us think of the wells from which water is drawn. They
are "wells of salvation." All the blessings of salvation bubble
forth from these wells. Salvation from the penalty and power
of sin, and ultimately from the presence of sin, springs from these
wells. Salvation from daily temporal peril and danger also issues
forth from these wells.
These wells set forth in figure the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY
GHOST. All the blessings of salvation proceed from the FATHER,
through the SON and by the SPIRIT. Each believer can say, "the
LORD JEHOVAH is become my salvation." The FATHER is "the
Fountain of living waters" (Jer. ii. 13). The SON is the" Fountain
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
for sin and for uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1). He is the channel
of the water of life (John iv. 10). He says, "If any man thirst,
let him come unto Me, and drink" (John vii. 37). The HOLY
GHOST is "a well of water springing up into everlasting life"
(John iv. 14 compared with John vii. 37-39).
These wells are always copiously supplied with the water of life.
They never run dry. We read of Jacob's well that he "drank
thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle" (John iv. 12),
and it was still giving forth its water when our LORD spake with
the woman of Samaria. Ordinary wells, however, do sometimes
run dry. During the prolonged drought of 1929 many wells in the
village of Whitington ran dry, and the villagers had to carry water
long distances from the river. The wells of salvation, however,
are continually and without intermission copiously supplied with
the water of everlasting life.
All the Old Testament saints were saved by the water of these
wells. Abel, Enoch, Noah, the patriarchs, the prophets and all
GOD'S elect amongst the people of Israel, drank savingly of the
water of these wells. So, in New Testament times, the LORD
dispensed the water of salvation to the three thousand on the day of

The Gospel Magazine

49

Pentecost, to the Ethiopian eunuch, to Cornelius the centurion, to
Saul of Tarsus, to Sergius Paulus, to Lydia the seller of purple,
to the Philippian jailer, and to the multitudes of Jews and Gentiles
who in apostolic days were turned from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto GOD.
By means of these wells of salvation the persecuted saints of
GOD in mediawal times, the Reformers and their followers in the
sixteenth century, the Puritans of the seventeenth century, and
the multitudes who were saved during the Evangelical revival of
the eighteenth century, had their spiritual thirst quenched and the
longings of their souls satisfied. The same wells of salvation have
brought spiritual and eternal satisfaction to multitudes in Africa,
India, China, Japan, Persia, Burma, and South America, as well
as in Europe. These wells are still full of the water of life, and
we can sing,
" Dear dying LAMB, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed Church of GOD
Be saved to sin no more."
"The heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth
shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die
in like manner: but My salvation shall be jor ever, and My righteousness shall not be abolished" (Isa. li. 6). All that the FATHER hath
given to CHRIST shall come to Him, and therefore they shall all
draw water out of the wells of salvation. "The same LORD over
all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the LORD shall be saved" (Rom. x. 12, 13).
The wells of salvation are easily accessible. J EHOVAH, Who is
the GOD of salvation, is near to His thirsty and longing people.
He is "nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call
upon Him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him: He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Ps. cxlv.
18,19). Those who are longing for water from these wells need not
move from their places to obtain it. If the LORD has bestowed
upon them the bucket of faith they can draw water from these
wells wherever they are. " The LORD is nigh unto them that are
of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit"
(Ps. xxxiv. 18).
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When Hagar was in the wilderness of Beersheba she feared that
her child would die of thirst. "The water was spent in the bottle,"
and she was not aware that near at hand was a well from which
she could draw. We read, however, that" GOD opened her eyes,
and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle
with water, and gave the lad drink" (Gen. xxi. 19). It is a
blessed thing when GOD opens our eyes to see the wells of salvation.
2. Secondly, let us think of the water which is drawn from these
wells.
It is water which saves those who drink it. It proceeds from
the wells of salvation. It has a saving effect upon all who draw
it. It saves them from dying of thirst, saves them from eternal
death.
It is pure water. Some water is impure, dangerous and deathgiving. The water of these wells is "the water of life."
It is heavenly water. It is not drawn from the bowels of the
earth, but it is poured out from heaven. The LORD says, "I will
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground:
I will pour My SPIRIT upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine
offspring" (Isa. xliv. 3).
It is satisfying water. It satisfies the longing soul. Of this
water CHRIST says, "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."
Again the LORD says, "I am the bread of life: he that cometh
to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never
thirst" (John iv. 14; vi. 35).
This water is cleansing. It is a fountain opened for sin and for
uncleanness. "The blood of JESUS CHRIST cleanseth us from all
sin" (1 John i. 7).
3. Thirdly, think of the persons who are priv-ileged to draw water
tram these wells.
They are thirsty people. All who are thirsty are warmly exhorted
to come to these wells. JEHOVAH Himself calls to them and says,
" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters."
They are a penniless people. They have nothing wherewith to
purchase this water. They see that it cannot be bought. But
this is no bar to their obtaining it. "He that hath no money" is
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bidden to come. "Come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1).
They are a willing people. By nature they will not come to
these wells that they might have life, but the LORD works a change
in those whom He draws to these wells. He makes them willing
and bestows upon them the gift of faith, so that they are willing
to come to these wells, and they believe in the efficacy of the waters
to save and satisfy. Thus we read, "Let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. xxii. 17).
These wells are needed continually by those who have drunk of
them. Those whom GOD has comforted by His pardoning mercy,
and who can say, "The LORD JEHOVAH is become my salvation,"
are addressed by the prophet in the words, "Therefore with joy
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation." They need to
take daily draughts of this water, and to be daily refreshed with
the streams of mercy and grace.
" See! the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which, like the LORD the GIVER,
Never fails from age to age."
4. Lastly, think of the joy with which GOD'S people draw water
from these wells.
" With joy shall ye draw water from the wells of salvation."
The thirsty sinner, when he hears of these wells where his long;ngs
for pardon and peace can be satisfied, is filled with joy at the
prospect of obtaining a satisfying draught from these wells. The
saint who daily draws from these wells is filled with joy because
of the comfort and blessing which these wells have already brought
to him. He is also joyful because the wells of salvation are his
own. "GOD is my salvation," he says. "This GOD is our GOD."
He has said to those who repair to these wells, "I will be their
GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
These wells belong to those who use them. They are part of
their estate. They have not to go to some neighbour to obtain
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water. JEHOVAH Himself is the FOUNTAIN from which they immediately draw. They are joyful, too, because the supply from these
wells is always sure. At the time of writing, the wells of many
people in this village have run dry. We met a man carrying two
buckets of water drawn from the river, a quarter of a mile from
his cottage. The wells of salvation are never affected by drought.
They flow on for ever. With joy the water is drawn from these
wells, because it is so easily obtained. They have but to look up
and the streams of grace and mercy flow down into their souls.
No wonder that the prophet says to those who have drawn
water from these wells, "Praise the LORD, call upon His name,
declare His doings among the people, make mention that His name
is exalted. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great
is the HOLY ONE of Israel in the midst of thee" (Isa. xii. 4, 6) .
., Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise."
Dear reader, how stands the case with you? Have you tasted
the water from these wells? There is no other source of spiritual
and eternal blessing, and the words of the LORD JESUS are, "If
any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink."
We append two verses of Cowper's hymn on the chapter we
have been considering:
" I will praise Thee every day,
Now Thine anger's turned away:
Comfortable thoughts arise
From the bleeding sacrifice.
., Here, in the fair Gospel-field,
Wells of free salvation yield
Streams of life, a plenteous store,
And my soul shall thirst no more."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" NOT only is God the portion and everlasting inheritance of His people,
but the converse is also true, that God's special inheritance is His
people-and this, of the two, is perhaps the greater mystery. That we,
as His creatures, should find all our blessedness in God is wonderful, but
that He, the infinite Creator of heaven and earth, should find His
special joy in fellowship with those who have been redeemed by the
blood of His Son, is still more wond.erful."-David Baron.
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FIVE "COMES."
"Come unto Me."-MATTHEW xi. 28.
"Come ye after Me."-MARK i. 17.
" Come ye yourselves apart."-MARK vi. 31.
"Come and dine."-JoHN xxi. 12.
"Come, ye blessed of My Father."-MATTHEw xxv. 34.
WE have here fiv~ "Comes" of our Lord Jesus Christ, uttered at
different times and under various circumstances. The first is
associated with pardon, the second with service, the third with
rest and communion, the fourth with nourishment, and the last with
the heavenly inheritance.
Let us consider them in the order in which we have set them
down. Every word which proceeded from the lips of our Divine
Lord and Master is precious to the hearts of His people. All these
invitations are addressed to His people, and they are full of instruction for the members of God's family.
1. First, think of the "Come" associated with deliverance from
sin's penalty.
The Lord Jesus says, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Many people fail to
realize that this and similar invitations are not addressed to everybody, but to persons who possess certain characteristics. Here it
is to those who "labour and are heavy laden" that the Lord
graciously says, "Come." In that beautiful invitation in Isaiah's
prophecy we read, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat"
(Isa. Iv. 1). Here the invitation is given to the thirsty, and to
those who have no money. Men do not naturally thirst for
spiritual blessings. Until the Holy Ghost creates in them soulthirst they do not want, and they do not seek for, spiritual blessings.
This invitation, therefore, is not addressed to the world at large,
but to those who through the operation of the Holy Ghost are
thirsting for the water of life, and feel they have nothing in their
own hands to procure this blessing. When this spiritual thirst has
been Divinely created then they are ready to welcome the gracious
invitation here given. It was when the jailer longed for salvation
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from the merited condemnation of conscious sin that the apostle
said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved."
The gracious invitations to partake of Gospel blessings may be
freely used, but they must always be addressed to the characters
named in Scripture.
The Lord's" Come unto Me" in Matthew xi. 28 is addressed to
those who "labour and are heavy laden." That is to say, it is
spoken to those who feel the burden of their sins and are longing
to get rid of it. To such the Lord says, " Come unto Me." He
is the Person to ·Whom the burdened sinner should repair. He it
was Who shed His precious blood to secure for such the remission
of sins. He it was Who came to give His life a ransom for such.
He it was Who loved them and gave Himself for them. He it
was Who was wounded for their transgressions. To Him, then,
they need to come. On Him they need to lean, and " To Him
give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
What encouragement is here, then, for the burdened, conscious
sinner. The Lord speaks to him this gracious, tender, affectionate
invitation. "Come unto Me," He says, "and I will give you
rest." I will rid you of your burden. I will say unto your soul,
" Thy sins, which are many, are forgiven." I will wash you from
your sins in My own blood and cleanse you from all sin.
" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more.
" Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your Deed of Him :
This He gives you;
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam.
" Come ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall ;
If you tarry till you're hetter
You will never come at all.
Not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call.
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" Lo! the incarnate God, ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood:
Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude:
None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
(Joseph Hart.)
If any of our readers feel the burden of their sins, may they
listen to the voice of Jesus saying, "Come unto Me."
2. Secondly, let us think 0/ the "Come" associated with service.
Salvation comes first, then service. The Lord's people are
saved to serve. Being delivered out of the hands of their spiritual
enemies they should serve the Lord in holiness and righteousnes&
all the days of their lives. (See Luke i. 74, 75.)
We serve the Lord when we, by His grace, live holy and righteous
lives. We also serve Him when we seek to be the instruments
in His hands of bringing others out of darkness into light. It wa&
to two of His disciples that the Lord said, "Come ye after Me,
and I will make you fishers of men" (Mark i. 17). Their name&
were Simon and Andrew. Andrew had been a disciple of John
and he was one of the two who heard John speak of Jesus as the
Lamb of God. He then followed Jesus and had an interview with
Him. Then he found his own brother Simon, and said, "We have.
found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And
he brought him to Jesus" (see John i. 35-42). Later on Jesus was
in Galilee, and " He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a
net into the sea; for they were fishers." It was then He bade
them come after Him and promised that He would make them
fishers of men. They needed to follow Him, and sit at His feet,
and hear His Word, ere they spake the Word to others. Later,
we read that" He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him,
and that He might send them forth to preach" (Mark iii. 14).
They were flrst to be with Him, and then after hearing and receiving
the truth from His lips they were to preach it to others. Here
we have an important principle to guide all those who labour in
the Lord's vineyard. They need first to come to Him for pardon
and peace, and then to follow Him and to learn Divine truth from
Him as set forth in the Word which He, by His Spirit, has inspired,
ere they take upon themselves to proclaim the Word to others.
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This is the chief and primary education needed by all ministers
and witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ. Without this all other
learning, however brilliant, is of no avail. Other learning is not
to be despised. but it should be quite subordinate to that spiritual
knowledge which is attained by daily and prolonged sitting at
Christ's feet and hearing His Word. He alone can by His Spirit
<>pen our understandings that we may understand the Scriptures,
.and He alone can endue us with that power from on high by
which we are equipped to become expert fishers of men. He
.alone can guide us in launching the Gospel net, and He alone can
.cause the fish to enter the net. To His people to-day, then, He
says, "Come ye after Me, and I will make you to become fishers
of men."
3. Thirdly, let us think of the" Come" associated with rest and
-communion.
The apostles had been out on a preaching tour, and on their
return they "told Him all things, both what they had done, and
what they had taught. And He said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile: for there were
many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to
.eat" (Mark vi. 7-13, 30, 31). The apostles were probably tired
.after their arduous labours, and they needed rest both of body
.and mind. .AB things were, so many people were coming and
going that the apostles had no leisure even to take necessary
nourishment for their bodies. Hence our Lord, in tender consideration for them, invited them to come apart from the crowd into a
desert place, where they might secure privacy and a time of needed
quiet and rest.
Our Lord teaches His people an important lesson by this invitation. We live in a time of rush. Everything is being done to
increase the speed at which things are done. A change has come
over the professing Church. These are days of much organization,
lJllany meetings and committees. So much work is being attempted
that there is little time for quietude, rest, prayer, and study of the
Word of God. In former days sermons were thoughtfully and
.carefully prepared. They were solid expositions of the Word of
God. Preachers were themselves great students of the Bible, and
they sought to unfold its great truths to their congregations with
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fulness of treatment. Now, however, there is little close study of
the Word. Sermons are short, and often lacking in Bible and
Gospel teaching. There is little or no food provided in them for
the flock. The result is a lamentable ignorance of the great
foundation truths of the Gospel. Few professing Christians are
capable of understanding or explaining such great doctrines as
those of election, sin, redemption, regeneration, justification,
sanctification, and adoption. Many get their theology more from
modern and unscriptural hymns than from the Bible, with the
result that their knowledge of Divine truth is sadly defective.
Our Lord's invitation to His disciples to come apart shows that
His people need times of privacy and times of rest for body and
mind. They need to have a care for their bodies and it is their
duty to take time for proper rest and nourishment. There is no
virtue in overwork.
Moreover, we need to come apart with our Lord. We need to
take time for rest in communion with Him, and we need to take
time to receive, as well as to give out to others. Nor are we to
study the Bible. only so that we may helpfully make known its
precious truths to others. We need to study it for our own spiritual
profit. We need to take time for private and daily meditation.
Joshua was bidden to meditate in the law of the Lord day and
night for his own spiritual profit (see Joshua i. 8).
Our Lord Himself felt the need of solitude and of private prayer.
When great multitudes, hearing of His fame, came to listen to
Him and to be healed by Him, we read, " But He withdrew Himself
in the deserts and prayed" (Luke v. 15, 16, R.V.).
The Lord then says in effect to His people at times, "Come ye
apart with Me. Come away from the crowd. Come and rest.
Come away for quiet communion, study, and prayer."
Our highly-esteemed friend, the late editor of this Magazine (the
Rev. James Ormiston) has some beautiful verses on this invitation
of our Lord which we transcribe.
" , Come ye yourselves apart, and rest awhile,'Such were Thy tender words of old, 0 Lord,
When willing weary servants followed Thee,
Nor ceased to testify Thy saving Word.
" So now, 0 Lord, bid willing weary hearts
Seek rest renewing in this place with Thee;
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Grant us refreshing on our pilgrim way,
Streams in the desert--waters pure and free.
f(

Unveil the glories of Thy beauteous face,
Jesus! our Prophet, Priest, and Christed King;
Breathe by the Spirit on our silent harps,
Till notes celestial wake each golden string.

" Bid faith draw nigh, yea, nearer still each hour,
Lord, to Thy footstool-to Thy heart of love;
Foretasting sweetly Thine own blood-bought restRest not' awhile,'-but evermore above."
4. Fourthly, let us think of the" Come" associated with nourishment.
Seven of our Lord's disciples were at the Sea of Tiberias. It
was some time after our Lord's resurrection from the dead. Peter
said, "I go a-fishing." The others said, "We also go with thee."
They went, and that night they caught nothing. When the morning was come Jesus-the risen Saviour-stood on the shore, and,
as a result of His direction, they cast the net on the right side
of the ship and caught one hundred and fifty-three great fishes.
When they came to land, "they saw a fire of coals there, and fish
laid thereon, and bread," and Jesus, Who had Himself apparently
made the fire and prepared a meal, said to them, "Come and
dine." Then He took bread and fish and gave to them. The
Lord knew they had been toiling all night. He knew they were
hungry and needed nourishment, and He graciously provided for
them a fire and food, and said, "Come and dine.' The Lord's
disciples to-day are bidden to abound always in the work of the
Lord, but they need spiritual nourishment for their own souls.
They need to come and dine on Divinely prepared nourishment
for their own spiritual upbuilding. That nourishment is found in
the Word which has been inspired by the pirit of Christ "Who
was in the writers of the Holy criptures. We need to pray that
the Lord may ffimself distribute to our souls the precious food of
His Word, that He may open our eye to behold its wondrous
things, and that He may enable us to feed upon its milk and upon
its strong meat. The Word is both eed to the sower and bread
to the eater. The sower needs to feed upon the Word himself as
well as to sow it for the benefit of others. We see in this narratiye
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that the Lord realizes our need of food for the body. He also
realizes our daily need of spiritual food, and He has Himself
provided it and says to His people, "Come and dine."
Let us beware of neglecting spiritual nourishment for our souls.
Beware of allowing work to hinder the taking of spiritual food.
Jeremiah felt his need of this; he said, "Thy words were found,
and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart" (Jer. xv. 16). The Psalmist said, "How
sweet are Thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey
to my mouth!" (Ps. cm. 103).
5. Lastly, let us think of the " Come" associated with the heavenly
inheritance.
Those who through infinite grace have come unto Him, come
after Him, come apart with Him, and who have come and fed on the
spiritual bounties of His provision, will hereafter hear Him say,
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34). What
a moment that will be, when these precious words are uttered by
our Saviour-King from the throne of His glory, to all His bloodbought sheep! Each believer is warranted to say, "The Lord
shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto
His heavenly kingdom: to Whom be glory for ever and ever"
{2 Tim. iv. 18).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

GOVERNED BY THE WORD OF GOD.
A GREAT many motives and practices would drop off if we were guided
{)ontinually by the whole Word of God. A desire to stand well with
the ecclesiastical world, for example, should have no place in the man
who, being governed by the Word of God, looks to God alone for
blessings and encouragement. Why should we seek for the smiles of
the present race of bishops when we know that their whole policy is
to foster the idolatry of the Roman Mass in the Reformed Church of
England 1 Be courteous by all means, but be also courageous. Have
the courage of your convictions. "God hath not given us the spirit
{)f fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."-THE
EDITOR.
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18ilgrim Japns.
WELLSPRINGS.
" FOT God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."2 CORINTHIANS iv. 6, 7.
LIGHT is the very opposite of darkness, and yet we see throughout the
Holy Scriptures how necessary was the element of darkness that the
contrast between light and darkness should be seen. Light was the
first moving element under the forming power of the Creator. "The
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light"-or light was.
And the first three days of creation experienced that light without the
presence of the sun, which was ordained on the fourth day. The sun
was spoken of as " the greater light to rule the day." The lesser light
of the moon was to rule the night. And there in the firmament He set
them" to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light
from the darkness."
Ordained by the great Creator's hand, everything in his own order
was perfect and in exact keeping with the Divine :Mind. But how
soon in the world's history we find the darkness consequent upon
man's deadly doings. How soon "sin crept in and marred God's
beautiful creation." Yes, the darkness was soon discovered in Eden
when, in its primeval loveliness and perfection, our first parent.s sinned,
hid themselves in their shame, and broke all communion with God
which they had hitherto enjoyed. But here again comes the merciful
discovery of light. God alone can make the wrath of man to praise
Him and reveal a deliverance out of the darkness of the Fall, and a
way whereby His banished ones be not eternally expelled from Him.
And there in the darkness consequent upon sin He gives the first
promise in which was the seed p;erm of every Gospel promise sooner
or later to be fulfilled. Thus did light shine, and set forth in distinguishing contrast what the Light of life accomplished when" He
was made sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." The greatest darkness ever felt was
when the dying Redeemer on Calvary cried, "My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me ~" The Father's face turned away from Him
as the Sin-bearer bore our curse and condemnation in His Own body
on the tree! Oh, matchless grace and mercy! Unparalleled love!
And lo! all the darkness was past and the glorious sunshine of redeeming love took its place when He cried out, " It is finished," having made
an end of sin by the sacrifice of Himself-once for all.
And it is when we, grace-saved sinners, fall before the mercy-seat
and can plead this all-efficacious atoning work of our blessed Redeemer,
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that we have the Father's smile of approval, and His encouragement
for the vilest and chiefest of sinners. He cannot say us nay, for
Jesus' sake.
" He cannot turn away His Face
From His Beloved Son."

Yes, there is always a Father's smiling face, when anyone of His
cillldren speaks of, testifies to, and pleads the all-atoning sacrifice of
His well-beloved Son. It was that willch brought light and life through
the otherwise impenetrable cloud of sin. It was that of which John
was sent from God to bear witness, declaring that" he was not that
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that IJight," and bis further
testimony was, "That was the true Light which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." And the Lord's forerunner lay claim
to be no more than His" witness" and" the voice of one crying in the
wilderness," and that he must decrease, whilst the true Light" must
iDcrease." John was content to decrease and be as a tiny rusbligbt
compared with the Sun in His meridian splendour, content to be
nothing, that Jesus Christ might be all in all. A choice servant of
Christ recently remarked in the hearing of the writer, as some of us
were conversing on Divine realities, that" the path of the just, which
is as a shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day,"
revealed more and more of the depths and darkness of indwelling sin
as God's children neared that" perfect day "-a bumbling but gracious
lesson to the most advanced saint, as also to the little one in grace.
All the gracious dealings of our God tend to keep the sinner humble,
and to exalt a precious Redeemer Whose glory is "great in their
salvation." It was to the high and holy calling of this ministry that
the Apostle Paul was called at his marvellous conversion. He is told
he is " made a minister and a witness . . . to open their eyes and to
turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto
God." The commentator John Trapp says, "The first work of the
Spirit in man's heart is to beat out new windows there and to let in
light," referring to the above Scripture, Acts xxvi. 18. It is the Spirit
of God Who " commanded the light" of tills penetrating blessingdiscovering the darkness and bringing a convinced and convicted
sinner to cry for mercy. What strength and majesty there is iD that
word" commanded"! It belongs to Divinity-·-it is all-powerful, allvictorious. It carries with it " the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Great as the mystery of sin is,
beloved, it is needed in the matchless grace and mercy of Christ, that
it shall form the dark setting to the precious work of redeeming love.
It was " out of " this darkness of sin and ruin God chose to shine in
mercy-shine into our hearts, " to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." And this shining into the
hearts of redeemed sinners mttst express itself in their lives. The walk
must be in conformity to the high and holy calling of the saints. They
must" walk as children of light." They must" shew forth the praises of
Him Who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light."
5
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They are called that" blessed people who know the joyful sound, and
who walk in the light of His countenanc.e." They call upon one
another as the house of Jacob to " let us walk in the light of the Lord."
They look to none other source for good but the lifting up of the light
of God's countenance upon them. And they are taught daily in all
their warfare that salvation alone is of the Lord. "They got not
the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm
save them, but Thy right hand and Thine arm and the light of Thy
countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them." Oh no, it is
no power of their own, "no strength of their own nor goodness they
boast," but simply and wholly they look to this Divinely" commanded"
light which shines into the region of darkness and sin, and then takes
possession, cleanses, changes, makes anew, and, blessed be God! He
keeps His own hand on "the work which His goodness began," and
with" the arm of His strength will complete" it.
With this great subject before us, the apostle, whilst exalting a
precious Christ as the all and in all of His people's salvation, gives a
note of warning, lest we be " exalted above measure," and forget what
we were as sinners, dead in trespasses and sins, and what we are as
" poor and needy" to the last moment of our earthly existence. "But,"
he writes, " we have this treasure in earthen vessels," literally
"in oyster shells," and you well know the inference, dear fellowbeliever. The oyster shell is useless, thrown away, when the pearl is
found. And so we would remember to give Him all the glory of our
salvation, which alone is His. He came where we were, He saw 11 dead
and ruined in the Fall, He passed by with His sovereign word' Li-,;e."
He shined into the darkness of our sinful hearts, and by revealing wha
sin was in us, also revealed what a Deliverer therefrom we t{)od in
need of. And thus He gave" the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Light indeed! Grace matchle !
Glory peerless! And such your happy portion, sin-saved reader. A
that gifted and grace-taught minister of the everlasting Go pel (Mr.
J. K. Popham) so sublimely puts it in speaking of the removal of
condemnation by justification in that one offering-" Here," he says,
" is the mystery of a Divine smile, like a glorious, never-setting sun,
falling on the heart of a sinner."
And it is this sweet, gracious, liberating" light of His countenance"
and " shinings of His grace" which tend to keep His children very
humble, very tender, on account of indwelling sin. They are guided
to look away from self, which will never satisfy. It was the graciously
taught R. McCheyne who wrote, " For one look at self, take ten looks
at Christ. Look not at your faith, but at its Divine Author: look
not at your love, but His love to you; not at your feelings, but His
perfection; not on your prayers, but His intercession." Such gracious
advice followed will tend to keep us lowly and little in our own eyes,
and we shall give all the glory of our salvation to Him Whose it is. I
like that story of the group of young men returning from a hill-top
meeting where there had been an assembling for prayer. "Can't you
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" in all the zeal of youth, they asked, as

Mr. D. L. Moody inquired as to where they had been. Whereupon his
guest and choice companion (Dr. Andrew Bonar) reminded them that
" Moses wist not that his face shone" in coming down from the mount
with God.
Beloved, may the blessed truths of our text tend to keep us humble
and in dependence upon our God, Who hath redeemed and called
His people out of the darkness and region of sin, hell, and death to
walk as children of light, but ever remembering at what a cost their
redemption was secured.
When the face of that holy Lamb of God was transfigured before
His wondering disciples, the voice they heard out of the cloud declared
from the excellent glory, "Tbis is My beloved Son, in Whom I am
well pleased." There was Jesus in Whom all the needs of every
redeemed sinner were to be met, and He so perfectly fulfilled the
righteous law's requirements and paid to the uttermost farthing in
His own precious sinless body on the tree, that the glorious Gospel
shone out transplendently at that moment, and " His face did shine
as the sun, and His raiment was white as the light."
In the Old Testament we read of Moses coming down from the
mount on which he had received the ten tables of the law, and how
his face shone that the children of Israel could not look upon him.
He had been with the glorious majesty of Holiness and receiving the
law, and in that law shone out all the perfections of holiness, righteousness and goodness. Moses had to put a veil upon his face whilst he
spake to the great congregation at the foot of the mount.
We read of Stephen in the New Testament, whose face shone as that
of an angel, and when the dying saint looked up, and had a glimpse
within the veil of the greater glory than of the law, even the glorious
light of the Gospel in the face of Jesus Christ, "he fell asleep" upon
the promises of his f!loithful God.
Here is a beautiful picture. Three faces shone. That of Moses in
receiving the perfect law of God; that of Stephen who was saved by
the light of the glorious Gospel; and that of Jesus in the midst, Who
delighted to do His Father's will; and Who also came" to preach the
Gospel to the poor," Who was" sent to heal the broken-hearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised."
Our text contains all these glorious truths of which we have been
endeavouring to testify. "For God, Who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
God manifest in the flesh is that great mystery of godliness, which
Eternity will never exhaust. May you and I, beloved reader, enter
by Divine grace into this rich field of hidden treasure, and glean
again and again to our soul's delight and edification, whilst always
remembering how "we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not of us.".
R.
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AARON, THE TYPE: CHRIST, THE ANTITYPE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON APRIL 17TH. 1898.
" And he stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was
stayed."-NUMBERS xvi. 48.
WE have been reading this evening of this terrific plague which was a
Divine visitation on a sinful people. I dare say you have noted the
character of their sin. God's judgments had already sorrowfully
visited the camp of Israel. Numbers had been cut off by reason of
their rebellion against God. Now in one of the verses read this evening,
the forty-first verse, we find the whole congregation gathered themselves together and brought a charge against Moses and Aaron that
they had killed the people of the Lord. "On the morrow, all the
congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and
against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the Lord." This
was a very solemn and a very wicked charge to bring against God's
ministers, who had been obedient servants of the living God.
Frequently very solemn and very painful duties fell to the lot of
Moses and Aaron, but how very rarely we find them disobedient in
carrying out those duties. Omitting that final sin of Moses and Aaron
-Moses speaking unadvisedly with his lips, and Aaron sinning by
murmuring against Moses, as did also Miriam-my remark still holds
good, that as a rule these two men of God were faithful to their :Master's
commands, however painful to them, naturally speaking, the obligation to fulfil them was. So we find it on this occasion. And I want
you to notice, and to dwell upon it if the Lord help me, that Aaron
in this relationship to Israel is a very remarkable type of the Lord
Jesus Christ-a mediator between God and men. There is one
parallel point I may not pass over silently, and that is in regard to
those two hundred and fifty censers which had been used by those
guilty persons, those sons of Korah, who gathered to offer incense in
their censers at the door of the Tabernacle, Aaron standing, a solitary
man, with incense in his censer, according to the command which had
gone forth, when God suddenly in His glory appeared and smote these
two hundred and fifty rebels with sudden death, so that they were
consumed by fire. Now while that fire was consuming them God
commanded that their censers should be gathered out of the fire and
that these censers, which were made of brass, should be beaten into
plates to cover the altar, which already was the brazen altar, the altar
of sacrifice, that these plates might be a sign and memorial in all after
time to Israel-a sign first of the guilt of that people, a sign next of
God's fiery judgment upon that people. In passing it may be noticed
that these censers were brazen censers, and essentially they stood in
contrast with the censer of the High Priest which was golden, and the
censeIS of the priests besides which were silver. This was man's base
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imitation of God's ordinances, and the whole sin of this people was,
if I may so say, religious in its character. It was not what might be
called a profane sin, it was a sin committed in the name of religion,
in the name of God Himself. These men professed by their claims
to be priests, and they said they had a right-as much right as Aaron
had or his sons-to come near to God, to offer in His holy Presence.
Now this is, as I have said, what we might term a religious sin, and
I am here to-night to express my belief that such sins are in God's
sight-if there be any difference in the quality of sins-much more
heinous than profane sins. Sins which affect the worship of God
whilst in reality they are acts of defiance of God, are acts of presumption
against God-these are especially hateful in His sight, so that He can
turn at any moment upon these false professors and say, " Who hath
required this at your hands to tread My courts?" Dear friends, we
are living in a day when sins of this character are especially prevalent.
Christendom is invaded with this leaven, whether we look east, west,
north, or south, and God has shown us by these memorial plates on
the altar of sacrifice how jealous He is concerning the Priesthood of
His Own dear Son, for Aaron was a type of Christ as the mediator
between God and men. This by the way.
The first point on which I wish to dwell is the gmce which we see in
Aaron in these circumstances of grievous provocation. As a mere
natural man Aaron might have resented the charge brought against
him, as it was also against Moses. Leaving the Lord to put crooked
things straight, rather than putting their own hands to their defence
and salvation, they cast themselves down before God. And then God
put into the mind of Moses to speak to Aaron in these words: "Take
a censer and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and
go quickly into the congregation, and make an atonement for them;
for there is wrath gone out from the Lord; the plague is begun."
Almost intuitively Moses discerned the jealousness of God in thus
visiting His people. And here, too, we might add a word that those
who live most in fellowship with God are gifted with powers of observation and penetration, powers of discerning the ways of God, much more
readily than those whose co=union with God is more fitful, less
habitual. Those who are acquainted with the voice of God can hear
His softer whispers even at a distance. We hear-I speak in the name
of those who thus walk with God-we hear His footfall from afar" This is the Lord." He may be coming in grace, or He may be
approaching in judgment. In this case He was approaching in judgment. There appears to have been no communication made to Moses
by any of the children of Israel saying the plague had broken out in
the congregatIOn, in the outskirts of the camp, and it is rapidly
spreading, but Moses by Divine intuition perceives the propriety of
God's dealing thus with Israel. Moses understood the principles on
which Jehovah proceeded in His dispensations of government, therefore at once he says to Aaron, "Be quick, hasten, the plague has
already begun and its ravages are swift and terrible." "And Aaron
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took as Moses commanded "-now notice the point--and ran-" ran
into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun
among the people: and he put on incense, and made an atonement
for the people. And he stood between the dead and the living." I
hinted just now at the grace of forbearance of Aaron. Well, let us
again, and still further, emphasize this. This much-abused man, this
man who had been cruelly and wrongfully accused by his brethren,
runs to their succour just at the supreme moment of their danger. How
like the Lord Jesus this is! His people were without a helper. When
they were perishing in their sins He undertook in the riches of His
grace and the greatness of His forbearance to run to their succour, and
to be unto them a Saviour and a great One. How like Aaron was
to Jesus!
And then, again, there is no question of propriety present, though he
was a man who held so high an office in the Tabernacle, among the
tribes, among the people. He was the High Priest and he ran to this
work. His earnestness and his zeal consumed him. And I think he
must have been moved also by feelings of tender pity. He could enter
into the sin of these his brethren. He knew the wages of sin, what
the wages of sin were. He knew that only an atonement could meet
the case, and therefore in the greatness of his compassion and the
tenderness of his pity he ran that he might stand between the dead
and the living to attempt to stay the plague. And we may go yet a
step further and say he willed by the love he bare hi brethren to
serve them, thankless as they were. Oh, what a rebellious people
God's ancient people proved themselves to be during those forty years
in the wilderness. This was no surprise to Him Who brou h them
out of Egypt, Who from the first knew them 1;0 be a stiff-necked, hardhearted people. But He willed to have such a people tha He might
obtain in them the opportunity for the display of the riches of His
grace. The greater the sinner the greater must be the alva ion that
saves him. So this people were eminent sinners, and a God eminent
in grace wrought mightily for their salvation. And so it is the Lord
Jesus is spoken of in the Holy Scriptures as " a Saviour and a great
One "--oh, how great! Dear sinners, you who have been convinced
of sin, who know your sins to be great, to be grievous: however great,
however grievous, the greater is the Saviour Who came to save sinners.
This is a saying worthy of all acceptation, "that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners." You may write yourself down a
chief sinner if you will, but the Lord Jesus can over-write that as to
Himself, the One Saviour, the all-suffiCIent One, the ever-living One.
So Aaron was a figure of Christ. He hastened to make atouement for
his people. Of course the Lord Jesus, the Antitype, went infinitely
beyond anything that Aaron did, or anything that Aaron thought
about his brethren, or anything that Aaron said. Of course, I say,
Jesus went infinitely beyond Aaron the type. Amongst other things
Aaron did not die for his guilty brethren. What Aaron did was
this: he took his censer and went with his censer to the brazen
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altar and took off from it live coals that had been feeding on the
sacrifices, feeding on the flesh of the sacrifices, and he put thesethese living coals that had been feeding on the sacrifices-into his
censer, and then he put incense upon the top of these living coals; and
then he ran, thus prepared, to do the mighty work, and stood, as we
have heard, " between the dead and the living." But he did not die
for Israel. It was by the blood of others that he sought the salvation
ot so the Lord Jesus. Not by the blood of bulls
of his brethren.
and goats or the blood of anything else besides entered He in, but once
for all by His Own blood. "He loved me and gave "-not others for
me, not angels for me, nor saints for me, but He " gave Himself for
me." Here, I say, Jesus infinitely surpasses any grace of self-sacrifice
and any spirit of forgiveness of Aaron, that cruelly wronged man of
God. He ran, the Lord Jesus hastened whensoever the set time
arrived. Jesus did not leave His Father's bosom unwillingly, although
He knew what it was about to cost Him. It would cost Him presently
the turning away of His beloved Father's countenance. It would cost
Him that His Father should be silent in His hour of greatest need. It
would cost Him the fulfilment of those opening words of the twentysecond Psalm: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? The
fathers trusted in Thee, they cried in their need to Thee and Thou
heardest them, but I am a worm and no man, despised and rejected of
men, stricken and smitten of God." He did not unwillingly leave His
Father's bosom, but in a spirit of overwhelming love first to His Father,
next to His Father's children, He hastened to the work. "Lo, I come
to do Thy will, 0 God "-" Thy will," that is, "Thy counsel, Thy
purposes, Thy decrees, are all in My heart to fulfil them." So that
throughout His life the Lord Jesus was the Antitype of that willing
servant of whom we read when the time for the end of his service
drew near he said to his master, " I am not going to leave your service.
I love you. I am going to remain in your service, not as a hireling
but as a willing servant. ~ ow, according to the law, open my ear."
For so the law ran that when a man, choosing of his own freewill, said
to his earthly master, " I am going to remain. I am happy in your
service. I love you," the master was to take an awl to bore the ear
of this willing servant. "Mine ear hast Thou opened." The reference
in the fortieth Psalm is to the Messiah, because Jesus was the Antitype of the willing servant, of the opened bored ear affixed to the
door of his master's house. And so I said throughout the whole of
His service here on earth Jesus was the willing Servant of His Father.
Aaron ran to the work. It showed his willingness. And so the Lord
Jesus hastened to be an Atonement for His people. He hastened to
be made of a woman, made under the Law, that He might redeem
sinners from being under the curse of the Law. It is lovely to trace
the willingness of the Lord Jesus all through His earthly ministry.
You never find Him shrinking back from the service His Father had
appointed Him. "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me."
(To be concluded.)
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SERlI10N PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A.,
AT ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON, IN THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

" He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him."-2 CORINTHIANS v. 21.
IT is the great and merciful design of the Gospel to acquaint a sinner
who is guilty and condemned by the holy law of God, how he may be
pardoned and justified. Everyone of us is a sinner; for all have
sinned, and therefore all of us stand in need of pardon and ought to
receive it with thankful hearts as soon as the Gospel offers (or proclaims)
it to us. But the greatest part of mankind are not sensible of their
guilt, nor apprehensive of their danger. Sin has nothing in it terrible
to them. They love it-dream of happiness in the enjoyment of it ;
and, while this delusion continues, they see not their want of, and
therefore have no desire for, the Gospel salvation. But when one of
these persons is awakened, and his eyes are opened, he is then terrified
:at the sight of his present state. Sin appears to him in a new light;
he finds it to be exceeding sinful, and the wrath of God revealed from
heaven against it to be beyond measure dreadful. Hi guilty conscience alarms him with an awful sense of his danger, and make him
feel some of the punishment due to sin; and then he canno be ea y
until he knows that his sins may be pardoned: and he cannot be happy
until he has some evidence of their being pardoned. ~ow Christianity
is the only religion which can give such a person relief; because it
alone teaches him by what means he may be pardoned and justified,
.and have peace with God. He may be pardoned freely through the
grace of God, and justified through the righteousness of Jesus Christ,
Whom God the Father hath made sin for us, although He knew no
sin in Himself, that we might be made the righteousnes of God in
Him; and being thus justified by faith in Him, we might have peace
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Although this doctrine be clearly taught throughout the Scriptures,
yet there are at present two sorts of men who are great enemies to it,
and who strive to keep convinced sinners from the comforts of it ;
I mean the Papists, who go about to establish their own righteousness;
and the Pharisees amongst llS, who will not submit to the righteousness
of God. The notion of the Papists concerning merit is the foundation
of all their errors. They teach that Christ merited the grace for them,
which is in them; and then His grace in them merits their justification,
and for this inherent grace God doth justify them; and thus they
make a Saviour of inherent grace and put it in the place of Christ, and
give His glory to their own works. But if inherent grace be our
righteousness before God, then how does God justify the ungodly who
have no grace, or how can He justify a man for those graces which are
imperfect ~ Absurd as this opinion of theirs is, yet they must defend
it. Their cause rests upon it; for if you take away their doctrine of
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merit, down falls the whole superstructure of their superstition-all
their indulgences, pardons, pilgrimages, masses, fasts, penances, and
the mighty Babel of man's inventions. When this doctrine was grown
to a monstrous height, it pleased God to raise up Luther and the rest
of the reformers to preach against it. Their principal aim and design
was to overthrow the merit of works and to establish justification by
faith only, and they succeeded. Several nations were converted from
the errors of Popery, and, among the rest, the inhabitants of this island.
Our forefathers threw off the Romish yoke and received the pure
doctrines of the Gospel; which, amidst our several changes and revolutions of government, have been happily preserved until there has
been, of late years, a manifest departure from them. Great multitudes
of Protestants are going fast back again to Popery, and seemingly
without knowing it; for it is a received opinion in England, as much
as in France, that man's works are effectual and meritorious towards
his justification before God. This is the fundamental heresy of th~
Papists, and how many nominal Protestants have fallen into it our
enemies can tell. They see with pleasure that there is very little
appearance of religion left among us, and that some of our most decent
professors are become Papists in that leading principle which separates
the Popish from the Protestant communion.
Things being in this unpromising state, the friends of the Reformation
should bestir themselves. They should try to point out the old landmarks. This is more especially incumbent upon the clergy. It is
high time for them to hold forth to their people the fundamental
doctrines of the Established Church, and to warn them against the
errors of Popery and Pharisaism. With this view, I have chosen the
words now read for your present meditation; and may the Lord give
His blessing to what shall be spoken upon them. Oh, that He may
accompany with the effectual working of His power, what shall be said,
1. Concerning Christ's unspotted innocence. He knew no sin; yet
2. God made Him to be sin for us; and
3. For this reason-that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him.
And first, our Lord's fitness to be made sin for us is here set forth
by His knowing no sin. He knew it not in the Scripture sense of the
word. He had no practical knowledge of sin, either in thought, word,
or deed. Speculatively He knew it well, but that could not defile
Him; for it was the sin of others which He knew and hated and came
to put away by the sacrifice of Himself. Christ was perfectly acquainted
with the holy, just, and good law of God; He saw clearly into the
purity and spirituality of it, which could not suffer the least offence,
being as holy, just, and good as God Himself is, and being the copy
of His most perfect mind and will. In this view our Lord beheld the
odious nature of sin, and the exceeding sinfulness of it. He knew the
hatred which the all-pure God had to it, the punishment it deserved,'
and the everlasting fire which it had kindled in the nethermost hell.
No one ever understood these things so clearly as Christ did. He saw
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the destructive effects of sin, what disorder it had brought into the
world, and to what temporal and eternal evils it had subjected the
bodies and the souls of men. He knew also that there was no help
upon earth; and that no creature in heaven, of the highest order of
angels, could deliver anyone sinner from his distress, and much less a
multitude; therefore His eye pitied us, and His compassion was moved
at the sight of our lost and helpless state. Behold what manner of
love He hath bestowed upon such sinners as you and me-a love which
led Him to do greater wonders to save than He had before done to
create us; for He, the most high God, blessed for ever, humbled Himself to be made man. He Whom angels and archangels had been
worshipping from the moment of their creation took upon Him the
form of a servant, and came to save His people from their sins. Adore,
my brethren, and praise this infinite condescension of the incarnate
God; for it was for you, who believe it by true faith, and for your
salvation that the Word was made flesh. He was equal to this great
work because He was perfect God and perfect Man in one Christ;
and as such He was absolutely free from sin-" He knew no sin " ; He
knew it not in practice. No sin, no inclination, no motion or rising of
sin, ever entered into His heart; and therefore He was pure from the
least spot or stain of pollution.
The Scripture is very plain upon this point. Christ was known in
the times of the Old Testament by the titles of the Holy ame, the
Holy One, the Holy One of Israel; and the prophet Isaiah speaks of
the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and His Holv One: and when the
fulness of time was come that His Holy One sh~uld be made flesh, He
was conceived and born without the least taint of corruption-conceived
of the Holy Spirit and born of a pure virgin. Yea, the angel Gabriel
pronounced Him to be holy before His birth, in the me sage to the
virgin (Luke i. 35). "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore, also, hat holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." He
was born holy, and such was the life of the holy child Jesus as His birth
had been. We may see clearly how pure He came into the world
from the purity with which He lived in it. How different was His
life from ours! He knew no sin, in thought, word, or deed. The
prophet says, "He had a clean heart," all His thoughts were clean;
" He had pure hands," all His actions were pure; "and He had a
mouth without guile," no idle, false, or sinful word ever passed through
His lips; He was altogether holy, harmless, and undefiled, and separate
from sinners; in the law of the Lord was His study and His delight;
He came to glorify it and, by keeping it in its spiritual nature and in
its full extent, with every faculty of soul and body, and at all times, He
made it honourable; He paid it that obedience which it demanded
and continued in all things that were written in the book of the law,
to do them. Thus in Him was no sin, sin being the transgression of
the law. And accordingly we find Him challenging His bitterest
enemies upon this point. "Which of you," says He (John viii. 46),
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" convinces Me of sin 1" Nay, He went farther, and defied Satan
himself, as well as the Jews: "The prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in Me "-no sin of Mine own to lay to My charge.
From these passages it plainly appears that Christ knew no sin. He
was a pure and spotless Lamb, holy and without blemish; and it waf>
necessary He should be so, because if He ever had any sin of His own
He could not have obeyed and suffered for the sins of others. The
infinite purity of God's law can pass by no sin; upon the least transgression, if it be but a thought or motion in the heart, the law passes
sentence and condemns. "Cursed is everyone who continueth not in
all things that are written in the book of the law to do them": and
if you continue not to do them, justice calls aloud for the inflicting of
the threatened curse, and waits to see it fully executed. Therefore,
unless Christ had continued to do all things which are written in the
book of the law, He could not have obeyed and suffered for the sins
of others, because He would then have suffered for His own, which
must not be imagined. It would be blasphemy to suppose any such
thing. When the last scene of His sufferings began, He wa~ led like
a lamb to the slaughter, a lamb without blemish and without spot,
such as the ceremonial law required. You know, my brethren, that no
creature could be offered in sacrifice to the Lord if it had the least
blemish or deformity. By this type was prefigured the perfect sinless.
purity which was to be in the great Sacrifice for sin. He was to be a
Lamb without blemish, without the least spot or stain of sin, either in
His nature or in His life, and such an one was the Lamb of God. The
apostle says expressly (1 Peter ii. 22), " He did NO sin "; and St. John
(first Epistle, iii. 5) speaks to believers, " Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him is NO sin" : this was a known
and established truth, that in Christ there was NO sin. If judgment
was laid to the line, and righteousness to the plummet, there would be
found in Him a perfect conformity to the law. And this His active
obedience was necessary to prepare Him for His passive, that having
obeyed the law actively, He might suffer passively whatever was due
to our disobedience; and that righteousness by which we are accounted
righteous before God is the effect of His being obedient unto death;
of His obedience to the preceptive part of the law, which was His.
fulfilling the righteousness of the law, and of His obedience to the·
vindictive part of the law, which was His bearing the curse of it. His
active obedience was absolutely perfect; He knew NO sin, and therefore
was in every way fit and qualified to sufferfor sin-" to be made sin for
us," as the apostle expresses it in my text, which words I am in the
second place to consider.
Although Christ knew no sin, yet He was made sin. How could
that be 1 How could He be made sin, Who knew no sin 1 He was
made sin, not practically, but by imputation. He had no sin inherently'
in Him, but had sin imputed to Him when the Lord laid upon Him
the iniquitiep of us all. In His own Person there was no inherent spot
or stain of sin, or any such thing; He could not touch the pollution of
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sin, nor could He practirally know its filthy defiling nature. He was
not a drunkard, a whoremonger, a thief, or whatever you call a sinner,
as such. He neither was a sinner practically, nor had He ever the
least inclination to be so, because His will was always in perfect
harmony with the will of God. From whence it appears that Christ
was not made a polluted sinner, nor yet a guilty sinner, as to the merit
and desert of sin. In this respect He was not capable of being made
sin. He did not, as to Himself, deserve the punishment of sin, for
which He suffered; punishment is due to transgressors, but Christ
had not transgressed. Even when He suffered, according to St. Peter,
He was just and righteous in Himself. "Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust" (1 Peter iii. 18). He was perfectly
just, and therefore capable of undertaking to suffer for the unjust,
that as no suffering was due to Him, the merit of what He suffered
might be imputed unto them. And so it was. He freely entered into
an obligation to stand in the place of the unjust and to undergo the
punishment due to them; and this, with His own consent, the Lord
laid upon Him and in this sense He was made sin for us: He was made
sin in the same way that we are made righteous. 1: ow the righteousness by which we are justified is not inherent in oursel,e , but it is in
Christ, and is made ours through God' imputing it to us; in like
manner, our sins were not inherent in Chri t bu imputed w Him and
laid upon Him. He was willing to become our ure y, and 0 answer
for our sins, and to have them imputed to Him, 0 as 0 be obliged to
bear the punishment of them, even the wrath and curse: which, if He
had not endured them, would ha,e sunk everyone of u into the pit
of hell. But Christ His own self bare them in Hi own body upon
the tree. As the surety of all that shall believe in Him, He undertook
to answer all the demands which law and justice had upon them;
and He was willing to have all their sin imputed to Him and placed to
His account, that He might satisfy for them. Accordinaly, we read
that He was once offered to bear the sins of many, and that by His
own blood He obtained eternal redemption for them. When their
iniquities were laid upon Him, although He knew no sin, yet He knew
what it was to suffer for sin. He died the death, and endured the
pains, which were in nature and proportion due to them for their sins,
and for the full satisfaction of law and justice.
In this sense Christ was made sin; but what would this avail if He
was a mere man ~ He might be made sin and might suffer, but not
Jor us. The apostle says in my text, He was made sin for us. What
was effectual to us must be more than human, and could be nothing
short of Divine. Christ's undertakings were too great to be performed
by any person less than the most high God. And accordingly the
Scripture teaches us that Christ was Jehovah, the true self-existent
God, a co-equal and co-eternal Person with the Father and the Holy
Spirit; and in His Person, God and man were united in one Christ.
By this personal union, what the manhood did and suffered partook
of the infinite merit of the Godhead. The manhood of Chri t had no
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sin in it; and therefore what it suffered for the sin imputed to it was
infinitely meritorious, because He Who suffered was God as well as man.
This most wonderful method of bringing many sons unto glory was
contrived by the ever-blessed Trinity, and settled by the Covenant
of grace. God the Son was pleased to become their Surety, and to
stand up in their nature to act and to suffer for them: and what He
undertook He could not fail of accomplishing, for all things are alike
possible to His almighty power. When He acted for His people He
was God as well as man; His obedience was therefore Divine and
infinite, and by the merits of it shall many be made righteous. When
He suffered for His people, His sufferings were of such infinite merit
and efficacy that by His stripes they are healed, and freed from suffering.
He took their griefs, and carried their sorrows, that they might never
feel them. When He died and paid the debt to justice which they
ought to have paid, He soon brought them a discharge; for although.
He was buried and descended into hell, yet on the third day He rose
again from the dead, and thereby demonstrated that all the ends were
answered for which He was made sin for them.
(To be concluded.)

SERMONETTE.
THE CONVERSION OF THE W0:rIUN OF SAMARIA.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON .l: OYES, M.A., B.D.
THERE are several recorded conversions which took place during the
ministry of the Lord Jesus when He was here on earth, which are very
instructive. One of these is the conversion of the woman of the city
of Sychar, in Samaria, the account of which we have in the fourth
chapter of John. The Lord was travelling to Galilee, and it is written
that" He must needs go through Samaria." It was necessary, not
merely geographically (though this was not absolutely necessary), but
because, in Divine counsels, the Lord was at this time to bring the
knowledge of Himself and of salvation to many of the Samaritans.
He, the Good Shepherd, was seeking His lost sheep. And the first of
these was the woman at the well. Jesus, wearied with His journey,
rested at the noontide hour on Jacob's well, situated near to the city
of ychar, while His disciples went into the city to buy food. While
there, a woman of Samaria came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
" Give Me to drink." This request astonished the woman, and she
said: "How is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which
am a woman of Samaria ~ for the Jews have no dealings with the
Samaritans" (verse 9). Little did she know Who it was that made
this request! As we read on, we cannot but marvel at the wonderful
way in which the Lord dealt with her in order to bring to her conviction
of sin, and a knowledge of Himself as the Saviour. "If thou knewest,"
He said, "1;he gift of God, and Who it is that saith to thee, Give Me
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to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given
thee living water" (verse 10).
And here we pause to notice the willingness of the Lord Jesus to
give "the living water "-" water out of the wells of salvation"
(Isa. xii. 2, 3) to those who realize Who He is, and crave His gift.
" Thm~ wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given thee living
water."
The woman's thoughts were still upon Jacob's well and its waters,
but Jesus said to her, " Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting life " (verse 14).
If I may paraphrase these wonderful words, I would say they tell
how unsatisfying are all the things of the world to the deep need of
the human soul; but that Christ's great salvation experimentally
known and enjoyed by the teaching and indwelling of His Spirit, is
satisfying and enduring. "The world passeth away and the lust
thereof" (1 John ii. 17; and see verses 15, 16), "but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever."
The woman of Samaria still failed to understand the Lord's words,
and so in order to bring her to a sense of the sinfulness of her past life,
He proceeds to show that He knew all about her and her past history,
which so amazed her as to lead her to exclaim, " Sir, I perceive that
Thou art a prophet" (verse 19).
Reader, the Lord knows all about our past lives, our secret thoughts
and deeds. Who can stand before Him but those who by grace are
"washed, sanctified, and justified" ~ Surely we need not only
pardon, but a better righteousness than our own in which to stand
before God-as we must do. . . . And such every penitent and believing
soul has in Christ Jesus. He has become" the righteousne s of God
in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
Impressed with the reality of the supernatural knowledge of the
Stranger who conversed with her, the woman at Jacob's well put a
question to Him concerning a controverted point between the Jews
and the Samaritans. "Our fathers worshipped in this mountain"
(:Mount Gerizim) "and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship" (John iv. 20). To this the Lord replied that
the time was at hand when the Father would no longer be worshipped
in anyone locality exclusively, and although in the meantime the Jews
maintained the true worship of God, yet the time was now come when
" the true worshippers should worship the Father in spirit and in truth."
" God is Spirit," said the Lord Jesus, "and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in truth." What a lesson for us! To
worship God acceptably He must be worshipped in spirit, with the new
nature, the new heart which He bestows, and this must be " in truth"
-not with forms and ceremonies; not with mere lip service; not with
music and singing, unless it expresses the inward thoughts and feelings ;
but sincerely, without formalism or hypocrisy, and from the heart.
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It must be that of "true worshippers," as led by the Holy Spirit.
One of the characteristics of the true people of God is that they" worship God in the spirit," or, if we prefer the reading of the Revised
Version, " Worship by the Spirit of God " (Phi!. iii. 3).
The woman then gave utterance to the hope which animated both
the true Jews and Samaritans. "I know that Messias (Messiah) cometh
which is called Christ: when He is come, He will tell us all things,"
whereupon the Lord revealed Himself definitely as the Messiah, or
Christ. "I that speak unto thee am He." The woman then, no
longer thinking of the water she had come to draw, went into the city,
and said to the men, " Come, see a Man, Which told me all things that
ever I did; is not this the Christ? "
Like all those who are truly converted, she desired that others might
share her blessing. As someone has put it :"Then will I tell to sinners round,
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to Thy redeeming blood,
And say, I Behold the way to God.'''

The woman's tidings induced many of the Samaritans to seek the
Saviour. They desired His presence and His teaching, and so He
stayed two days in their city and as the result of His ministry" Many
more believed because of His own word; and said unto the woman,
Now we believe, not because of thy saying; for we have heard Him
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world" (verses 41, 42). Real conversion is always brought about by
the Word of God; and in this case that Word was spoken by the living
Word Himself, for it was testified of Him (John iii. 34), " He Whom
God hath sent speaketh the words of God," and His own testimony is :
" My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me " (John vii. 17).

LOVINGKINDNESS.
"Standing at the portal of the opening year,
Words of comfort meet us, hushing every fear."

AND some of us have many fears, few of us are without entirely. But
the Lord has His own special comforts for His fearing ones. "He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust." David, the
man after God's own heart, who knew the Lord so intimately, exclaimed,
" Shall the dust praise Thee? " as he viewed his own helplessness and
his state by nature. Then he almost immediately soars into the gladness of praise, " Thou hast turned for me [note the Lord Himself did it
- ' Thou hast turned '] my mourning into dancing: Thou hast put off
my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness, to the end that my glory
may sing praise to Thee, and not be silent. 0 Lord, my God, I will
give thanks unto Thee for ever." Thus does the dust praise Him.
" He remembereth that we are dust." And yet-yet He says, " I have
graven thee on the palms of My hands; thy walls are continually

76

The Gospel Magazine

before Me." So high is He, yet He stoops so low! He remernlJereth.
And so He assures and reassures His fearing people. They are never
out of His memory, or out of His sight, or out of His love. Should not
we, the redeemed of the Lord, a city not forsaken, dwell continually
in the light of His countenance.
I was reading the Psalms appointed for the day a short time ago,
and was greatly impressed with the words in Psalm xxv. 15, "Mine
eyes are ever toward the Lord," and in the following Psalm, verse 3,
" For Thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes." It seemed and really
is the blessed outcome of "looking off unto Jesus." David was
troubled by reason of his sin and he pleaded with God, the God of his
salvation, to remember and to remember not. "Remember, 0 Lord,
Thy tender mercies and Thy lovingkindnesses, for they have been ever
of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions;
acaJrding to Thy mercy remember Thou me, for Thy goodness' sake,
o Lord." And thus he pleads all through the Psalm. Then comes
the memory of the gladness of his sight, " Thy lovingkindness is before
mine eyes." Dear gazing reader, what a feast! "Thou hast made
him (David) exceeding glad with Thy countenance." "They looked
unto Him, and were lightened." If our eyes are ever toward the
Lord, we shall see the face of love unspeakable, inexpressible, eternal,
and say:"I have seen the Face of Jesus,
Tell me not of aught beside.
I have heard the Voice of Jesus,
All my soul is satisfied."
We do look around us too often and what do we see ~
haos in kingdoms, in politics, in the moral world, and in the Church. We look at
the things which are seen. ,Dear reader, what a heart comfort i i to
look off from these and to read in our Father's unfailing Word of Truth,
" The things which are seen are temporal." They are but for a brief
time, they have an end, and we do thank Him for that assurance.
While we look at the things which are seen our hearts sink with sad
forebodings. But--we who are in Christ Jesus" endure as seeing Him
Who is invisible." And as the disciples after the Transfiguration,
when the bright cloud overshadowed them, " when they had lifted up
their eyes, they saw no man save Jesus only." JesUl! only! Not seen
by tbe world, but seen and known by those who look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen, for" the things
which are not seen are eternal." Let us be of good courage. "Weeping may endure for a night," the night of sin and evil without and
within, " but joy cometh in the morning," the brightness of unclouded
eternal day. The unseen now, but face to face then in His visible
presence of joy. He is known here in the hearts of His sanctified one.
He glorifies the lives of His hidden ones here. They rejoice as " seeing
Him Who is invisible."
As I write, the joy of being owned of Him rises before me. "e read
in Revelation xxii., " His servants shall serve Him."
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Well, we do not always know His servants here, but there where the
Throne of God and of the Lamb are (oh, do look at the joy of that
repeated linking" the Throne of God and of the Lamb ") " His servants
shall serve Him; and they shall see His face; and [notice the sweetness] His name shall be in their foreheads." So we shall know all of
them there-" in their foreheads," right in front, marked as His
property, in His service.
" And they shall see His face" constantly. They shall see His
face. "His countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength," we
read in Revelation i. They see sunshine in His face, the joy of His
redeemed around Him, in Him and with Him.
Here in earthly kingdoms many who have marked on their uniforms
the letters O.H.M.S. have never seen the king, but there His servants
who serve Him see His face, and, encouraged by His continual presence
and smile, serve Him perfectly with unsinning heart, burning zeal and
unfaltering song. They looked while here at "the things which are
not seen, which are eternal." Unknown here, they are well known
there.
" He talked with us by the way" when on earth. It will be everlasting communion there. Until He comes, He has" many things to
say." Let us then watch and listen, and asking for the Holy Spirit's
power to understand, we shall see in small and in great things the
lovingkindness of the Lord. Ponder Psalm cvii.
"He will never fail us, He will not forsake,
His eternal covenant He will never break."

"Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord." "Thy lovingkindness is
before mine eyes." And the Christward look will ever see Him all the
time, and with Him lovingkindness.
"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding a.ll;
He saved me from my lost estateHis loving kindness, oh, how great!
"Though numerous hosts of mighty foes,
Though earth and hell my way oppose,
He safely leads my soul alongHis lovingkindness, oh, how strong!
.. I often feel my sinful heart,
Prone from my Jesus to depart;
But though I have Him oft forgot,
Hi, lovingkindness changes not!"

Ab, dear child of God, the upward look to Him, the looking oifunto
Jesus, will ever in time and through eternity bring the joyous exclamation, " Thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes."
" Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." Even now we may
sing, " Thou hast delivered mine eyes from tears." Jesus wept, but He
has delivered thine eyes from tears. "God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes" in the New Jerusalem. There as here, " Thy lovingNETTlE.
lcindness is before mine eyes," continually, for ever.
6
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CHRIST, AND WALKING AS HE WALKED.
By THE EDITOR.

THE Word of our God shall stand for ever. That Word teaches that
there is a close, intimate and vital union between Christ and His
people. Addressing His own true disciples, He said, "I am the
Vine, ye are the branches." The branch derives its life from the
stem. Its fruitfulness is dependent on its union with the vine.
" As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me." There must be vital
union with Christ if there is to be any spiritual fruit. "Apart from
Me yP. can do nothing" (R.V.). Ye can think no good thought, ye can
say no good word, ye can do no good action, if ye are not in union
with Me. If a man have not the Spirit of Christ dwelling in him, he
does not belong to Him. He is not a Christian at all. He is dead in
trespasses and sins. He has no spiritual life. He is a stranger to the
new birth. He has but one nature, and that is carnal, not spiritual.
He has a nature in which there dwelleth no good thing. He has
a nature which is enmity against God, and is not subject to His law.
However moral and upright he is, he" cannot please God" while he is
destitute of the Spirit of Christ. He is without Christ, and therefore
he is without hope and without God. He may welcome the new Prayer
Book and join in a procession with" banners, incense and candles."
He may render" solemn devotions to the Holy Sacrament," and then
repair to the grounds of some neighbouring house and partake of
refreshments and engage in dancing, but if he is not in vital union
with Christ such things will not profit. If he is in vital union with
Christ, and led by the Spirit, such things will not attract him.
This vital union with Christ is et forth al 0 under the fi!ruIe of a
human body. "Ye," says the apo tle, "are the body of Cbri t, and
members in particular." How came they to be members of Hi body ~
It was through the action of the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of
life. "By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." 'Any
communication of the Holy Spirit is called a baptism, because the
Spirit is said to be poured out, and those upon whom He is poured
out, whether in His regenerating, sanctifying, or inspiring influences,
are said to be baptized. . . . It is not, therefore, by baptism as an
external rite, but by the communication of the Holy pirit that we
are made members of the body of Chri t' (Hodge on 1 Cor. xii. 13).
And who are they who are made members of hrist's mystical body ~
They are those who have been wa hed, sanctified and justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. Such are members of Christ's body. They are in living union with Him. They
dwell in Him and He dwells in them. " ow if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature." He is one who is not only born of the flesh,
but born of the Spirit. He has a new heart and a new spirit. A
mighty change has taken place. He has been Divinely" created in
Christ Jesus unto good works." He has" put on the new man, which
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is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him."
All this is implied in the figure our Lord employs to set forth the vital
union which exists between Himself and His people. They dwell in
Him and He dwells in them, and because they abide in Him vitally, and
He abides in them, therefore they bring forth much fruit. The amount
of fruit may vary, but some fruit is always present in the case of any
who are in real and vital union with Christ. Apart from Him they
are like dead and fruitless branches.
ow, " He that saith he abideth
in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked." The
Apostle John would seem to have been impressed with the thought
that many professors may say things of themselves which are not true.
" If we say that we have fellowship with Eim, and walk in darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth." "If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves." "If we say that we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar." So in the second chapter of his first Epistle the Apostle
John says, " He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar." Again," He that saith he is in the light, and
hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now." So," He that saith
he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked."
A person may say he is one of the branches of the true vine, and that he
dwellll in Christ, and there may be no practical evidence of it in his
life. He may be barren and unfruitful. But Christ says, "He that
abideth in Me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit." If
there is no spiritual fruit at all in your life, then you are not in vital
union with Christ. He is not in you. His Spirit does not dwell in you,
and you are not manifestly one of Christ's people. There is no evidence
of your calling and election. There is no doubt that a man is by nature
born of the flesh, because the works of the flesh are more or less manifest
in his life. In like manner, if a man is born of the Spirit the fruit
of the Spirit will in greater or less degree be brought forth. For
example, one of the fruits of the Spirit is love. Now" everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." On the other hand, " He
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love." "He that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." Manifestly,
abiding in Christ is always accompanied by a measurable degree of
walking as He walked. We never attain to the perfect standard which
He set. He was sinless. He always did those things that pleased
His Father. Our constant aim, if we are in vital union with Him, will
be to do likewise. We can never rightly cherish sin or excuse ourselves
if we commit it. Our aim will be to" sin not," though we shall always
have reason to say, " Forgive us our sins."

"IN heaven there shall not be a vacant throne. As many as God
hath chosen, as many as Christ hath redeemed, as many as the Spirit
hath called, as many as believe in Jesus, shall safely cross the dividing
sea."-O. H. Spurgeon.
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AN INVITATION.

IT was a really kind and genuine invitation which Moses gave to Hobab
when he said, " Come with us and we will do thee good." It sounds
as if he was really fond of his brother-in-law, and he knew that the
portion which Israel had was a good one above all other lots in the
world. God was their God, first and last-there was no strange god
among them. A rich land was their objective and their taking
possession of it was certain, for He Who promised would infallibly
bring them in. Thither they were going, and loses wished that Hobab
would go with them. But he declined. "I will not go, but I will
depart to mine own land and to my kindred." Still Moses urged his
desire. It was for his own sake, too, that he wanted his company;
he would like the support, help, advice, and so on that the other could
give, and it was a fact that good was before them and that all would
share alike. Hobab might have questioned if Moses was justified in
promising him a share in Israel's prosperity. He was no Israelitehe was a stranger to the Covenant of promise; he had not been with
the favoured race when the waters were divided to make a way for the
ransomed of the Lord to pass over. Yes, he might so have objected,
but Moses the man of God would make that no difficulty. Did the
Lord ever turn away a stranger who sought the company, the lot and
the great mercies which were so abundantly and so freely made over
t.o Israel 1 No, He hated putting away; there was one law for the
home-born and the stranger. What gracious words the prophet had
to write-" Let not the son of the stranger that hath joined himself to
the Lord speak saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from His
people." It is of those, " the sons of the stranger that join themselves
to the Lord, to serve Him and to love the Name of the Lord, to be His
servants," that He says, " Even them will I bring to My holy mountain
and make them joyful in My house of prayer." Ruth the Moabitess
could scarcely believe that it was herself that was being spoken to
so "friendly"; she felt so much that she was not like one of the
handmaidens of Boaz. There is a very gracious sweetness in the
expression that the strangers have" joined themselves" to the Lord.
Was not that what Ruth felt 1 As if it was her own doing: she had
come unasked, and without any claim or right to the favours that she
saw others in possession of. It comforted me once to read of Hezekiah's
prayer-" The good Lord pardon everyone that prepareth his heart
to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed
according to the purification of the sanctuary. And the Lord hearkened
to Hezekiah and healed the people." How great and impassable are
our disqualifications for any favour of God, except those of His free
and initial mercy and kindness.
To return to Hobab. It does not quite appear that he went with
Moses. It reads (Num. x.) as if he did not-as if he went back to
Midian. No good came out of Midian. They were enemies to God
and He vexed them. The Israelites pursued their journey and the Ark
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of the Covenant of the Lord went before them to search out a restingplace for them. They travelled and they stayed at the command of
the Lord. They had no store, and He fed them from heaven. He
followed them with miracles of mercy and of tender mercy. It was
Himself Who guided them when they could not see where they were
going. He led the way when all was dark about them. They did
not need the leeks, the onions, and melons of Egypt, the cups and
flagons of plenty. And yet they sometimes hankered after them
and forgot that theirs was a better portion; and God was displeased
with them, but could not turn away from His own love and mercy.
" 0," said David-" 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
His Name together."
Christ said, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me."
These are mentioned by the apostle as " elect according to the foreknowledge of God." Some there are who know by the witness of the
Spirit within them that they are of the number. It is by no natural
process that such a relationship is recognized and rejoiced in. It
means that some time a new creation has passed over a heart and a
nature that was without form and void and covered with darkness.
It means a joy and fulness that will increase eternally when the six
days' toil is over, and when no temporal need will remain to be supplied.
It means being able to call the eternal God by the Name of " Father"
in truth. But the Lord Jesus knew how many there would be and
were to whom such a rich libation of grace would be long denied.
Many-and for many a year-would follow Him, crying after Him,
before they could put the experience of their souls into such words as
" He loved me and gave Himself for me." And so He added, with lips
full of grace and truth-" and him that cometh to Me [He knew every
one of them in love and from eternity] I will in no wise cast out."
FOLLOWER-ON.
A CANADIAN CALVINISTIC EDITOR AND THE
"GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
WRITING on Nov 8th last to our publisher, the editor of a Canadian
weekly newspaper bears the following testimony to the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. He writes:" I am an old-fashioned Baptist and Calvinistic to the core, and
cannot afford to be without the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I know no other
like it, though I take several really good Christian magazines-but
none of them are as strong as they might be on election and predestination. There is nothing to be heard here of this nature, but,
thank God, I have volumes of Spurgeon's and other sermons that are
sound and reliable. Never was it more incumbent on us to 'take
heed what ye hear.' Souls are being poisoned wholesale these days.
Apologizing for being over-due and thanking you for continuing to
send the dear Magazine."

82

The Gospel Magazine

A BIBLE CLASS A:ND THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
AMONG the letters we received at the close of last year was one from
a lady in the North of England. It contained two donations to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. One was lOs. 6d. from the writer and her
sister, and the other was from the Bible Class of which the writer of
the letter is the treasurer. The writer said, "You will be glad to
know that occasionallv one or another of our members reads a sermon
from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We are only a small company now;
several have died. It is about thirty years since we were dismissed
from the Sunday School for opposing changes made by the then vicar,
and for teaching the doctrines of grace.
"We use the Church Service, and eight give the address in turn.
One member read the two first articles in the December issue of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE the other Sunday. I believe there was real blessing.
The members were much affected at the reading of the article on
Wheat and Chaff.
" There is, indeed, ' a growth of apostasy from the old truths.' The
saddest part to my mind is that many who, we believe, are real
Christians, seem to dislike-to use no stronger term-these Scriptural
and God-honouring truths."
We were much impressed with this letter, and we make the following
remarks in referenc{: to it :1. First, we are glad that those who were rejected by a vicar because
of their faithfulness in opposing evil changes, and for teaching the
doctrines of grace, continued to meet together for worship and for
testimonv.
We fe;l that as the days get darker it will increasingly be the duty
of those who value the pure truth of the Gospel to separate themselves
from Churches and Chapels where Sacerdotalism or :1rodernisDl is
taught, and where worldliness rules in the services and in the work
which is being done. We feel that it is damaging to the spiritual
welfare of individuals and of families to continue attending places
where error and worldliness abound, but in such cases the members
of the Lord's family should gather together in small companies for
worship, and for the study of the Word of God.
2. Secondly, we are glad that in the case of this Bible Class the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is made use of occasionally. We hope that others
may follow the example of the members of this Bible Class and thus
increase the usefulness of the GOSPEL MAGAZnrE.
3. Thirdly, we feel with the writer of the letter that it is exceedingly
sad that many, who we believe to be real Christians, dislike and reject
in large measure those truths which are known as the doctrines of grace.
Yet every clergyman subscribes to the Thirty-nine Articles when
he is ordained, and when he accepts a new curacy or a new living.
Those Articles clearly teach the doctrines of grace. Article x rejects
the doctrine of freewill in connection with salvation. Article xi
repudiates justification by our own works or deservings, and Article
xvii traces the calling, justification, adoption, and the holy walk and
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final glorification of sinners to God's predestinating purpose. Moreover, the same Article limits redemption from curse and damnation
to those whom God hath chosen in Christ out of mankind. These
truths are plainly taught in such Scriptures as John vi. 37, 44;
Romans iii. 24; viii. 28-34; Ephesians i. 4-11; v. 25-27. These
truths were also taught by our Reformers, and are set forth in the
Westminster Confession of Faith. Is it not the duty of God's people
to receive with meekness all that God has revealed, however mysterious
revealed truth may sometimes seem to be to our finite minds ~
We do not advocate a harsh and repellent setting forth of the doctrines
of grace, but wc feel that the Gospel is not fully preached if the preacher
entirely ignores the truth of God's everlasting Covenant of grace,
suggested by such Scriptures as Hebrews xiii. 20 ; Titus i. 2; 2 Timothy
i. 9; and the other criptures already quoted.
Recently we heard an aged and faithful minister of the Gospel say
words to this effect: "It is a superficial view of salvation which
teaches that it begins in the experience of the sinner." The truth of
salvation goes back to eternity. Salvation is the outcome of God's
eternal purpose to save a multitude which no man can number through
the obedience unto death of His eternal and well-beloved Son. Why
should the Lord's family be deprived of the full truth of the Gospel
by ignoring or even fighting against the revelation of God's everlasting
purposes of grace ~
May the Lord raise up in these days of increasing apostasy men who
will not shun lovingly and graciously to declare all the counsel of God.

CANON STORR'S UNBELIEF.
THE English Ohurchman of December 12th last contains the following
note from the pen of its Editor :"If DEFENCE OF THE FAITH."
" Under the above title the SpectaJor is publishing a series of articles,
to one of which, by the Bishop of Gloucester, we referred last week.
The issue for ovember 30th contained a contribution from the Rev.
Canon Vernon Storr, of Westminster, who is introduced as a leader
of the Evangelical Group Movement. We regret to notice the following
statements in Canon Storr's article: 'There are in the Bible thoughtforms which we to-day have outgrown. We no longer think of heaven
as above our heads, or of God as seated on a throne above the sky; nor
do we believe in a visible Second Coming of Christ in clouds of glory.
We find it hard to accept the angelology and demonology of the Scriptures. Our whole modern outlook, which is the result of our vast.ly
extended knowledge, is very different from that of the Biblical writers.'
Where will the' vastly extended knowledge' of some of these good men
lead them ~ When men cease to ' believe in a visible Second Coming
of Christ in clouds of glory,' we can only part company from them and
warn others against their teaching."
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PREACHING A GOOD GOSPEL.

AND unite with that word this: "The whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick." What is a physician if he has no case 1
What is h.is medical knowledge if he has no case 1 Now Christ has
cases. What a mercy it is to have a case for Him! And when the
case is in His hand, then the drawing takes place. The Father draws,
the Son draws, the Spirit draws. He draws sinners to Himself, because
they are taught that He has that which they need: life for the deadoh what a word !-forgiveness for the guilty, righteousness for the
naked, health for the sickly, strength for the weak, sight for the blind,
comfort for the miserable; and they are drawn for these things to
Him. I repeat it, there is an immutability in this word, " I, if I be
lifted up, will draw all men unto Me." What is this lifting up 1 His
crucifixion. He is speaking of the death which He should die. What
is His crucifixion ~ A vicarious death, a putting away of sin, a bringing in of everlasting righteousness, a satisfying of infinite justice;
the making of a new and living way to God, an entrance into the
holiest; the opening of a fountain for sin and for uncleanness. That
is the death of Christ in the great effect of it. Why, sinner, despair
would soon swallow you up as convinced of sin, but for this death
of Christ. The Holy Ghost makes this death a reason for the sinner
to come. He makes it a lever by which the soul is moved and carricd
to Christ" He makes it the attraction to Christ. Says a sinner seeing
what Christ's death is, " There is what I need, all I can desire for time
and for eternity." I cannot preach very well about this, but I can
as enabled preach it. Dr. Owen said he could not preach a good
sermon, and I can say the same; but he said, " I can preach a good
Gospel," and so can I in my measure. This is a good Gospel and
it suits sinners, it is for sinners, it was intended for sinners. The
immutable counsel of God was that it should be for sinners, to save
them, to cleanse them, to justify them, to give them access to the
Father, and to make them complete in Christ. The Gospel bears
sinners up, as it is brought to them, and comforts them when they
receive it in the power of the Holy Ghost.
MR. J. K. POPHAM.
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"THAT GOODLY MOUNTAIN!"
(FOR OUR YOUNG FOLKS.)

IT was in springtime, bright and fair,
A hundred little ones were there
To hear a teacher, old and hoary,
Set forth a simple Bible story
Which ended with a glimpse of glory.
The children were as good as gold
To hear a Bible story told
About a baby, three months old,
Who lived to be a useful man
To carry out Jehovah's plan:
To take His people by the hand
And lead them to the Promised Land.
Attention then was kind and splendid;
And when the timc was nearly ended
The preacher told how Moses died
With one desire unsatisfied:
And how the dying prophet prayed,
As he the goodly land surveyed,
That God would overlook his sin
And kindly let him enter in.
I asked the question: "Did he go ~ "
And fifty voices answered" o!"
A moment silence reigned, and then
A girl of summers nine or ten
Held up her hand above her head" Please, sir, I think he did," she said:
"My dear, please kindly tell me why
You think he entered in," said I.
" Please, sir," she sweetly said, "you know,
When Christ our Lord was here below,
It happened on a certain day
He went into a mount to pray,
And there, in heavenly light arrayed,
Two men were with Him as He prayed:
And thus we know that then and there
Was surely answered Moses' prayer."

o goodly land of promise, where
My Master had a place of prayer!
And thus, though after many days,
My prayers are answered where He prays.
Oricklewood,
January 1st, 1930.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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Jl'oung jfolka' ]Dage.
"MORE GRACE."

A TINY little girl, not quite two years old, who cannot make sentences
yet, easily makes her wishes known by the use of single words. One
of the most useful is the word" more," which she goes on repeating
earnestly till she gets what she wants, or understands why she may not
have it. If she is eating anything which she likes at table, the food
is scarcely finished before she cries for more. Last Christmas evening,
toys, pencils and other things were being given out from a pretty
Christmas tree. The little girl was on my lap at the time, and it
was amusing to notice that a moment after receiving a gift she threw
it away, and called aloud for more, more.
Oh! that my young readers who belong to the Lord were just as
eager to obtain the wonderful spiritual blessings which are included
in the words "more grace"! You remember how the Lord Jesus
taught His disciples important lessons from what they saw in little
children, so let us learn what we can from this little girl's longing desire
for more.
It is James who, speaking of the Lord, says in chapter iv. 6, "He
giveth more grace," and he goes on to tell us in the same verse the
persons to whom He gives grace-He" giveth grace unto the humble."
Peter, too, in his first Epistle, chapter v. 5, uses the same words. A
person who is proud is not ready to receive grace or favour from God.
One may be proud of wealth, another of dress, another of birth, another
of position, another of beauty, another of education, another of
strength, and so on, but any heart that is proud has no desire for g·race.
Such a heart, therefore, never longs for more grace. Its owner knows
nothing of the wondrous grace of God" which bringeth salvation,"
and is therefore in awful danger. He or she needs to be humbled
through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and led to cry with the
publican, " God be merciful to me a sinner! "
It is a clear proof that grace has been bestowed, when anyone thus
cries to the Lord for mercy and is led to rest for salvation on the
finished work of the Lord jesus Christ. Then he feels, with all true
believers, the need of more grace. He longs for grace to follow more
clo ely in the footsteps of Jesus, and to witness more truly for Him in
his daily life. He longs for grace to bring forth more abundantly the
fruit of the Spirit-the love, the joy, the peace, and the other fruits
which ought to be seen in the believer's life. He longs for more grace
to " rest in the Lord" not only for salvation but for service, that he
may be enabled to cast all his care upon Him. Some of our hymn
writers have been impressed with this longing for" more grace." May
we be enabled to sing :"May we follow and adore
Thee our Saviour more a.nd more."
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"More of Thy presence, Lord, impart;
More of Thine image let me bear."
"Send down Thy Spirit from above
That saints may love Thee more."
"Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is cold and faint:
Yet I love Thee, and adore;
o for grace to love Thee more."

May you each delight to realize that" He giveth more grace."
E. A. H.

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

IN order to have a deeper acquaintance with the Scriptures, it is
absolutely needful that you read the whole in course regularly through.
" If you do not understand some portions, be not discouraged, but
come again and again to God, and He will guide you by little and little,
and further instruct you in the knowledge of His will.
" When you come to this blessed Book, the great point is t<l come
with a deep consciousness of your own ignorance, seeking on your knees
the help of God, that by His SpirIt He may graciously instruct you.
" We should seek to read the Word of God to be nouri bed and
strengthened for our service.
•, Just in proportion as we seek to know the whole revealed truth, so
shall we be strengthened, as with a gildle, for the conflict.
"How shall we learn to enjoy Gcd ~ How obtain such an allsufficient, soul-satisfying port,ion in Him as shall enable us to let go the
things of this world as vain and worthless in comparison ~ I answer,
'This happiness is to be obtained through the study of the Holy riptures. God has therein revealed Himself unto us in the face of Jesus
Christ.' "-The late George Muller.
«

" WE need not go to Pagan lands to see what idolatry is; alas! it
has become the crying sin of this once Protestant country, nor is there
a city or town in England in which it is not set up in some shape or
other, so that as sure as the God of Israel is an unchanging God, the
same judgments which were executed upon Israel of old, for their
idolatry, may be expected to fall upon professing Israel again. The
two books of the Kings of Israel, and the repetition of them in the
two books of the Chronicles, are solemn memorials of Divine indignation
against idolatry, in which we see that prosperity and punishment
always kept pace with the pulling down or the setting up of idolatry
:among them, which changed almost as often as their king changed."Joseph Irons.
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13rottf'tant lSearon.
"IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH."
A

PLEA FOR PROTESTANT WORSHIP.

By MR. S.

LEIGH HUNT, OF LONDON.

of the saddest features of present-day religion is its widespread
departure from simplicity in the conduct of Divine worship. Many
even who profess and call themselves "Evangelicals" have compromised in this matter, conceding point after point on the specious
plea of "charity," until all trace of distinctive Protestantism has
disappeared from the public service of the Church, and sooner or later,
we may add, from the teaching of the pulpit as well. For although
in the earlier stages of departure a genuine spirituality may subsist
alongside an increasingly elaborate ceremonial, in time the latter
inevitably expels the former.
Dr. Pusey's "Plan of Campaign" for deprotestantizing public
worship was disclosed in the Church Times of March 30th, 1867. "Let
a gradual change be brought in," he told the members of the English
Church Union. "A choral service, so far as psalms and canticles are
concerned, on some week-day evening, will train people to like a more
ornate worship, and that which began as an occasional luxury will
soon be felt a regular want. Where there is monthly communion,
let it be fortnightly; where it is fortnightly, let it be weekly; where
it is weekly, let a Thursday office be added. Where all thls is already
existing, candlesticks with unlighted candles may be introduced.
Where these are already found, they might be lighted at evensong.
Where so much is attained, the step to lighting them for the eucharistic
office is not a long one. Where the black gown is in use in the pulpit
on Sundays, let it disappear in the week. The surplice will soon be
preferred, and will oust its rival."
The success which has attended these methods is patent to all who
know the National Church to-day. The black gown is seldom to be
seen in modern pulpits, while surpliced choirs, crosses, candles, coloured
stoles, and sung prayers seem to be practically universal. This state
of affairs is undoubtedly due to the influence of the Oxford Movement.
Sensuous services are essentially worldly in character. Indeed they
are often advocated on the ground of their attraction for the world.
When the world enters the Church, be sure the Gospel will not be
suffered to remain long.
Worship, to be acceptable, must be Scriptural. Practices which are
plainly repugnant to the whole tenor of Holy Writ cannot be allowed
with impunity. No definite directions as to the mode of conducting
Divine service are given in the New Testament, except that all things
are to be done "decently and in order." The utmost simplicity
characterized the worship of the primitive Church. At first the
disciples frequented the Temple, assembling in private houses as well
ONE
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for fellowship and prayer. The company, not the place, was what
mattered, according to our Lord's gracious promise: "Where"i.e., wherever-cc two or three are gathered together in My name,
there am I in the midst of them." "Where Christ is," says Ignatius
of Antioch, " there is the Catholic Church." Sacraments are secondary
to the ordinance of the Word. The Apostle Paul declares that Christ
sent him "not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel." Apart from
the accounts of the Institution, there is no certain record in Holy Writ
of a celebration of the Lord's Supper, and we know of no Scriptural
warrant for making it the principal service of a Lord's Day morning.
Contrast the simplicity of apostolic times with the meretricious
performances of the present day. Even in so-called" Evangelical"
circles worship has become largely a matter of music, processions and
postures, rather than the outpouring of contrite and grateful hearts,
with attention given to the Holy Word of God. Services which are
mere duets between clergy and choir constitute a grave departure from
"the simplicity that is in Christ," and are clearly contrary to the
spirit of the Book of Common Prayer.
Worship, to be acceptable, must be spiritual. "God is a Spirit:
and they that worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth."
Moreover, " God is love," and must be worshipped with the heart as
well as with the lips. Can it be said that the noisy choral ervices of
to-day are really conducive to trne heart worship ~ God will accept
nothing less. Christ did not come to establish an elaborate ceremonial
which might "attract the masses" throngh their en es. On the
contrary, He came to fulfil in His own Person the type and hadows
of the Mosaic economy, to put away sin once for all by the crifice of
Himself, that He might be " the end of the law for righteousne s to
everyone that believeth." "Carnal ordinance . were impo ed only
"until the time of Reformation."
The hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him."
Material accessories which merely excite the emotions, which appeal
solely to the senses, and not at all to the conscience and heart, form
a barrier to true worship. "Bright services" are the order of the
day. By all means let our services be " bright," but let the brightness
come from the clear shining of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of the
worshippers, rather than from the entertainment of a surpliced choir,
selected, primarily at any rate, for the purpose of exhibiting musical
skill. "Be filled with the Spirit . . . singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord."
At the season of harvest home floral decorations frequently find
their way into Churches and Chapels for the first time. The first harvest thanksgiving took place in St. Paul's Cathedral on October 1st, 1854,
but it was not until some ten years later that flowers and fruit began
to make an appearance in Churches on these occasions. The only instance of floral decorations in connection with religious worship which
occurs in Scripture concerns the pagan cult of Jupiter (Acts xiv. 13-1 ),
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whose sister, according to mythology, was Ceres or Demeter, goddess of corn. "Sirs, why do ye these things ~ " asked the apostles.
" We preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto
the living God." Thus they directed the minds of these heathen
from their display of dead and decaying flowers in honour of the
harvest deities to Him Who had given" rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." The only material
things ordained by Christ our Lord as outward and visible signs are
water and bread and wine, and to exceed these limitations is to proceed
on a principle which is dangerous and capable of expansion ail infinitum,
according to the eccentricities of man and the varieties of climate.
The real decorations of God's house are not decaying fruits of a blighted
earth, but the" fruit that shall remain," and the sheaves of living souls
awaiting removal to the celestial garner. "We walk by faith, not
by sight."
Let us away with whatever in our services would obscure the glory
of the Lord Jesus or tend to neutralize the sense of His spiritual
presence" in the midst." (Whatever may be said, such practices as
eastward position and curtseying in the direction of the communion
table do imply to the logical mind the idea of a localized presence.)
Let our prayer be truly" Common Prayer," let our praise be congregational and sincere, "singing and making melody in our heart to
the Lord." And above all, let the Gospel of sovereign grace be faithfully proclaimed, that Jesus may be lifted up as the" Lamb for sinners
slain," so lifted up that the affections of His people are drawn out in
praise and homage and adoration. Then will our worship be acceptable
and spiritual, like that of the glorified spirits who worship day and
night before the throne in heaven.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE ladies at our Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Homes provided
Christmas fare for the inmates of the Homes which was much appreciated by our aged friends. The gratitude expressed by the inmates
for the comforts of the Homes and by the pensioners for the help
received is very encouraging. The pensioners are indeed aged pilgrims,
for several are upwards of 90 years of age and many are between
80 and 90.
The opportunity to be of service to these aged Christians cannot
be much longer, and the gracious word is still true-" Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
·done it unto Me."
The Committee would appreciate the help if more of the Churches,
especially those whose members receive benefit, could favour them
with a collection during 1930.
There will be a Service in the interest of the Society at Lynton Road
Chapel, Bermondsey, on Thursday evening, February 6th.
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SOME NOTED MINISTERS OF THE NORTHERN HIGHLANDS. By Rev. D.
Beaton. Pp. 285. Price 5s. net; post free, 5s. 4d. (Rev. D.
Beaton, 49, Breadalbane Terrace, Wick, Caithness, Scotland.)

Mr. Beaton, the author of this excellent volume, is the editor of
The Free Presbyterian Magazine, and the author of Ecclesiastical.
History ofOaithness, Scouish Heroines of the Faith, and of other valuable
works.
In this volume he gives brief and interesting biographies of thirtythree noted ministers of the Northern Highlands. These faithful men
lived and laboured in the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. The detailed records of their lives and labours have
evidently cost the author an immense amount of work. He says of
these men, "The theology that gave coherency and solidity to their
preaching was the Scriptural Calvinistic system embodied in the
Westminster Standards. The Bible to them was the Word of God,
and its doctrines of Ruin by the Fall, Redemption by Christ, and
Regeneration by the Holy Spirit were proclaimed without a hesitating
note. Christ crucified as an all-sufficient and all-suitable Saviour was
the burden of their preaching."
We have read this volume through with great interest. It reveals
the awful moral condition of many parts of Scotland at the time when
some of these" noted ministers" proclaimed the Gospel of God's grace.
It sets forth the faithfulness and courage which marked these men of
God, and it shows how graciously God honoured their ministry of the
Word. Our readers would do well to present a copy of this volume to
their ministers. It might prove a tonic to many. But all who value
the old truths would do well to read this volume.
We fear that men of truth are getting fewer and fewer in the professing Church, but we know that the gracious purposes of Jehovah
must be accomplished in spite of the growing departure from sound
doctrine and holy living.

THE GRACE OF CHRIST. By Pastor J. K. Popham. Pp. 12. Price 2d.
(Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.)
This excellent sermon has already appeared in the Report of the
Sovereign Grace Union Conference held in London in May of last year.
When we read it in the Report we marked it " V.G."-Very Good.
We see no reason to alter the view we then held. Mr. Popham is a
preacher who feels the enormity of sin and who glories in the suitability
of the eternal Son of God to meet the sinner's needs.

