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Who cqmlorteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comforli wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHU."1S I. 4.

THE KING'S WELCOME.
" Then shall the KING say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye
blessed of My FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepa·red for you
from the foundation of the world."-MATTHEW xxv. 34.

THESE precious and comforting words will be spoken by our Lo RD
JESUS CHRIST to the LORD'S family when He comes again. He is
cOIlling in power and great glory. To this great event His people
are looking forward. They are looking for that blessed hope, and
the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST. The whole of this chapter points forward to that great
event, and in each of its three parables two classes appear, the wise
and foolish virgins, the diligent and indolent servants, the sheep
and the goats. They all point, we believe, to the mixed condition
of Christendom when the LORD comes.
As now, so then, Christendom will consist of two classes-the real
servants of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and those who are only nominally His. His genuine people are anointed by the HOLY GHOST,
they are diligent in the use of their talents, and they manifest love
to the brethren. They will go in with CHRIST to the marriage, and He
will say to them, "Well done, good and faithful servant," and
"Come, ye blessed of My FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world." When the LORD
comes in His glory all the holy angels will be with Him, and He
will sit on the throne of His glory. Of the angels we read that
"the number of them was ten thouSand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands" (Rev. v. 11). CHRIST will be the central
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Figure of that vast angelic throng. "Before Him shall be gathered
all the nations" (see Greek).
The professing Church consists of people of all nations, and all
who have professed and called themselves Christians will be
gathered before our LORD JESUS CHRIST when He sits 011 the throne
of His glory. The LORD JESUS, Whose eyes are" as a flame of fire,"
will be able to distinguish between His real, and those who are only
His nominal followers. Hence" He shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth His sheep from the goats: and He
shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.
Then shall the KING say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world."
All who profess to be followers of CHRIST will be gathered before
Him on this great and supremely solemn and unique occasion.
All such willingly or unwilli.ngly will be "gathered before Him."
Not one will be missing. Thi.s great and unparalleled event, then,
concerns all who profess to be CHRIST'S, and all will then be dealt
with by llim. He Himself "shall separate them one from
another." He Himself" shall set the sheep on His right hand, but
the goats on the left." On whi.ch hand will He place us, dear
readers-on His right hand or on the left? How can we determine this solemn question? Surely the answer must be discovered
by finding out whether we are "sheep" or "goats." All the
sheep will be set on His right hand. If we, through infinite grace,
are numbered amongst His sheep, then He will place us on His
right hand. On the other hand all the goats will be placed on His
left hand. To the sheep He -will say, "Come, ye blessed of My
FATHER," but to the goats H~ will say those awfully solemn words,
" Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.... And these shall go away into everla ing
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 41, 46).
Let us, dear readers, consider by the SPIRIT'S aid how they who
are placed on the LORD'S right hand are described. Then, let us
consider the words of royal welcome which will be addressed to
them, and lastly notice the reason assigned.
1. First, notice how they are described who will be placed on the
right hand.
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a. They are deScribed as sheep.

Our LORD said to some of His Jewish hearers, "ye believe not,
because ye are not of My sheep" (John x. 26). It is evident that
CHRIST'S sheep are an elect number of the human family. Our
LORD teaches us that they were given to Him by the FATHER, and
all that the FATHER gave Him shall eventually come to Him, and
He will in no wise cast them out. (See John x. 29; vi. 37.)
Now, if we would find out if we are amongst the number of
CHRIST'S sheep we must find out what are the marks of His sheep.
He says" My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow me: and I give unto them eternal life " (John x. 27, 28).
Christ has spoken. His voice has communicated Divine truth
both in the Old and New Testaments. He has spoken about sin,
redemption, regeneration and coming glory. His voice has sounded
forth the gracious words, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." His sheep, sooner or
later, hear His voice thus speaking. They come to Him feeling the
burden of sin, and desiring deliverance. They trust in His blood,
which He said was shed for many for the remission of sins, and He
gives them rest from their burden. He says, "Be of good cheer,
thy sins are forgiven." Then by His grace they follow Him. They
walk in the narrow way that leads to that eternal life spoken of as
the portion of the sheep (see Matt. xxv. 46). Moreover, CHRIST
actually bestows upon them now eternal life, and assures them
that -they shall never perish. They shall never be in danger of
being placed on the left hand. They shall never be bidden to
depart from His presence. They shall never go away into everlasting punishment.
Being even now possessed of eternal life they evidently have
Divinely-given faith in His merits. The FATHER" gave His only
begotten SON, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."
Have I heard the voice of the SHEPHERD and come to Him ~
If so, I am one of His sheep. I can say,
" I heard the voice of JESUS say,

Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast.
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I came to JESUS as I was,
Weary and worn and sad,
I found in Him a resting place,
And He has made me glad."

The great evidence that I have come to Him is that I follow Him.
I walk in His ways, I own Him as my LORD and MASTER, and I
seek to live not unto myself, but unto Him Who died for me and
rose agam.
b. Those placed on the right hand are described as Divinely
blessed.
"Come, ye blessed of My FATHER." They are Divinely" blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in CHRIST." They
were chosen in CHRIST before the fOlmdation of the world, predestinated unto the adoption of children, redeemed and forgiven through
CHRIST'S blood, sealed with the HOLY SPIRIT, and begotten unto a
heavenly inheritance.
They are blessed with evangelical repentance (see Act iii. 26).
They are blessed with faithful Abraham, i.e., they are justified
by faith. They shall therefore be glorified. They shall be welcomed to the kingdom (see Gal. iii. 7-9).
c. Those placed on the right hand are described as" the righteous."
(See verses 37 and 46.)
But "there is none righteous, no, not one." How, then, can
these be called "the righteous" ?
They are found in CHRIST, not having their own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through faith in CHRIST, the
righteousness which is of GOD by faith (see Phil. iii. 9).
They are justified or declared righteous freely by GOD'S grace
through the redemption which is in CHRIST JESUS.
Through the obedience unto death of the last Adam they are
constituted righteous. His righteousness is imputed to them.
GOD made Him to be sin for them, that they might be made the
righteousness of GOD in Him.
But in addition to this they are enabled to bring forth the fruits
of righteousness in their daily lives. They are born again, and
by the SPIRIT'S indwelling power they live, soberly, righteously
and godly. "Everyone that doeth righteousness is born of Him,"
and" He that doeth righteousness is righteous" (1 John ii. 29;
iii. 7).
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If, then, we are justified by faith in CHRIST'S merits, and born
again of the HOLY GHOST we are described as " the righteous," and
all such shall be placed on CHRIST'S right hand.
d. Those placed on CHRIST'S right hand are described as Ohrist's
b1·ethren.
The righteous who answer CHRIST'S words of welcome are no
doubt leading representatives of all the sheep, and CHRIST'S reply
to them has no doubt reference to all the sheep on His right hand in
whom the work of the SPffiIT has been manifested by their loving
treatment of each other. Thus Christ says of all His sheep, "these
My brethren."
"Who is My mother? and who are My brethren? " He said on
one occasion. "And He stretched forth His hand toward His
disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren! " (Matt.
xii. 48, .49).
CHRIST'S brethren :;Lre His disciples. They are His sanctified
people and "He is not ashamed to call them brethren." (See
Heb. ii. 11, and John xx. 17-20.)
Thus those who shall be placed on CHRIST'S right hand when
He comes again are variously described as sheep, divinely-blessed of
the FATHER, the righteous, and CHRIST'S brethren. In other words
they are members of that Church of GOD which He purchased with
His Own blood.
We are fully aware of another strange modern interpretation of
this parable, but we think it is without Scriptural warrant.
2. Secondly, notice the warm welcome which the LORD will give to
those on His 1'ight hand.
"Come, ye blessed of My FaTHER, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
The blessedness of heaven is often spoken of as the inheriting
of a kingdom.
This kingdom is heavenly. The Apostle Paul sa~d, "The LORD
shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto
His heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim. iv. 18). It is an everlasting kingdom.
" An entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST"
(2 Peter i. 11). It is an immovable kingdom. "We receiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved" (Heb. xii. 28). It is a promised
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kingdom. "Hath not GOD chosen. the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him ~ " (James ii. 5).
It is a prepared kingdom. " Inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world."
The names of those who shall inherit the kingdom were written
in the LAMB'S book of life as far back as the foundation of the
world (Rev. xvii. 8). Thus from eternal times GoD loved and
chose His people, and prepared for their final blessedness.
If He had not revealed His gracious purposes we could never
have thought that such things were in His mind concerning us.
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
. heart of man, the things which GOD hath prepared for them that
love Him" (1 Cor. ii. 9).
To inherit the kingdom and to go away into life eternal seem to
be synonymous expressions. (Compare Matt. xix. 16, 23, and Matt.
xxv. 34, 46.)
Another expression denoting the future blessedness of the
redeemed is, "He hath prepared for them a city," that is a heavenly
.
country (Heb. xi. 16).
There is no uncertainty about the sheep of CHRIST inheriting
the heavenly kingdom, for CHRIST says, "Fear not, little flock;
for it is your FATHER'S good pleasure to give you the kingdom"
(Luke xii. 32).
A royal welcome then into this kingdom awaits all the sheep of
CHRIST'S pasture.
3. Lastly, notice the reason q,ssigned for this great blessing.
It is because the LORD'S people fed, welcomed, clothed and
visited their LORD and MASTER.
He was hungry and they gave Him meat, thirsty and they gave
Him drink, a stranger and they took Him in, sick and in prison,
and they visited ~Iim.
How could that be when He has been on the right hand of GOD
ever since His Ascension ~
The answer is, CHRIST and His people are one. What is done to
the least of His people He regards as done unto HiIllSelf. "Why
persecutest thou Me ~ " He said to Saul, because all Saul's cruel
treatment of CHRIST'S saints was in effect done to CHRIST Himself.
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Love to the brethren as seen in feeding, welcoming, clothing and
visiting them is love to CHRIST, and such love is the great evidence
that we are His people. "By this shall all men know that ye are
My disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John xiii. 35).
Such love proves that we are born' again of the HOLY GHOST.
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren" (1 John iii. 14).
We have no reason to boa-st of this love, because it i.s a fruit of
the SPffiIT. It is all of grace.
It is those who by grace are washed, sanctified and justified who
shall enter the kingdom of GOD. (See I Cor. vi. 9-11). Their love
to one another is but the outward evidence that they have thus
been saved by Divine grace.
But we may be sure of this that the total absence of such evidence
in the case of adults would ptove that the root of the matter was
not in them.
Well, dear readers, how stands the case with you? Shall you be
amongst the sheep of CHRIST to whom He will give thi.s royal
welcome?
" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Kmg's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

)

" As the creature can not create itself, as the child can not beget
itself, as the dead body can not make itself alive, as the stony heart
can not change itself, nor the darkness illuminate itself, these figures
at once show that the soul can have no part in originating the change,
and demand a gracious and almighty power as alone adequate to
produce it.
" The opening of Lydia's heart was done by the Lord that she should
attend to the things spoken by Paul. The opening of her heart was
antecedent to, and causative of her attending to the things spoken
by Paul. The like thing is taught by the prayer voiced in Psalm
cxix. 18, 'the opening of the eyes is in order to vision.' The light
which enters by vision can not be the original opening agent."Prof. Tlws. C. Johnspn, Richmond, Va.
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GOD'S WORD LIKE A FIRE AND LIKE A HAMMER.
" Is not My word like as a fire? saith the Lord,. and like a hammer
that breaketh the rock in pieces? "-JEREMIAH xxiii. 29.

THE word of God may either be spoken or written. We have an
illustration of both the spoken and the written Word in Jeremiah
A"Xxvi. 1,2, " This Word came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,
Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I
have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and
against all the nations." The word of the Lord was first spoken
unto Jeremiah and then he was bidden to write it. The word
which the Lord spake to the prophets was first spoken to Israel
by word of mouth, and afterwards it was written for the instruction
of God's people in all time. We can only know what the prophets
spake by their written word. "God's Word written" is an expression denoting that the Word of God was written and handed down
to us in the holy writings or Scriptures. God has spoken by the
prophets and in these last days He spake unto us by His Son. The
Word thus spoken is found in the writings of the Old and New
Testaments. These writings are the inspired Word of God. They
are prophetic, and, therefore, "an things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms" (Luke xxiv. 44).
Now the Lord says, "Is not My Word like as a fire ~ . . . and
like a hammer ~" Two different figures are here used of the
Word of God.
1. First, the Word of God is like a fire.
This figure suggests four things in reference to the Word of God.
a. Fire is a destructive power. It consumes, burns up, destroys.
So the Word of God announces destructive judgments against the
un~odly.

It likens men to trees and says, "Every tree which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire" (Matt. iii. 10).
It likens the ungodly to the chaff, and says that our Lord when
He comes again will " gather His wheat into the garner; but He
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matt. iii. 12). So
in the parable of the tares our Lord teaches us, that at the end of
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the age, the children of the wicked one shall be cast into " a furnace
of fire" (Matt. xiii. 42). When the Lord comes He will be "revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
~engeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of His power" (2 Thess. i. 7-9). Fire will destroy the old
heavens and the old earth. "The heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same Word are kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men"
(2 Peter iii. 7). All these passages show how solemnly true are
the words, "Our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. xii. 29). We
need to beware of having a one-sided view of God's character. The
same Word which says" God is love," says also" God is light,"
and" God is a consuming fire." He is a God that judgeth the
earth, a God Who takes note of sin, and Who visits the impenitent
sinner with judgment. We need to beware of ignoring those parts
of ~cripture which speak of the wrath of God which is "revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men."
b. Fire is a purifying power. Gold and silver are purified in the
fire. By means of fire the dross is separated from the pure metal.
The psalmist says, "The words of the Lord are pure words: as
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times" (Ps. xii. 6).
As " every word of God is pure" so, like fire, it is purifying in its
character. It purifies the mind. It cleanses it from wrong
thoughts of sin, of salvation, of God, of heaven and of hell.
Our Lord said to His disciples, "Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto y<JU" (John xv. 3).
c. Fire is an illuminating power. It gives a measure of light.
In like manner the psalmist says, "Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path" (Ps. cxix. 105). It disperses the
darkness of ignorance, and guides the sinner into the way of peace.
It guides the saint amid the darkness of apostasy and sin. We
do well that we take heed unto it " as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn and the day Star arise" (2 Pet.
i. 19).
d. Fire is a heat-giving power.
It gives warmth and comfort to those who are enabled to receive
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its saving truths, and to rely on its precious promises. "Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written' for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). The word gives spiritual heat and
warmth to those who are spiritually cold and dead. It gives joy
and gladness and peaee to the believer, It often cheers his troubled
heart, and revives his depressed spirits. Jeremiah said, "Thy
words were found, and I did eat them; and .Thy word was unto
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
A Bible, however, which is closed and unread can have no purifying, illuminating and warmth-giving power upon the heart. If
the godly man is to get benefit from the Word he must prayerfully
meditate therein day and night. What a mercy that God has
given us His Word to make us wise unto salvation, to instruct us
in Divine truth, to be a light unto our path, and to comfort and
cheer us in our pilgrim journey.
" Here springs of consolation rise
To cheer the fainting mind:
And thirsty souls receive supplies,
And sweet refreshment find.
" Oh, may these heavenly pages be
Our ever dear delight!
And still new beauties may we see,
And still increasing light.
"Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near;
Teach us to love Thy sacred Word,
And view our Saviour there! "
2. Secondly, the Word of God i.~ like a hammer.
It is like a hammer because it is used to break hard hearts, hearts
that are unaffected by' the teachings of the Word of God.
Hardness of heart and contempt of God's word and commandment characterize men in their natural state.
We read of Zedekiah that, "he stiffened his neck, and hardened
his hea.rt from turning unto the Lord God of Israel" (2 Chron.
xxxvi. 13).
Of the Jews generally, Jeremiah says, "They made their faces
harder than a rock; they have refused to return" (Jer. v. 3).
Again, we read, "all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted" (Ezek. iii. 7).
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In the New Testament we read of our Lord" being grieved for
the hardness of their hearts" (Mark iii. 5). Of many of the Apostle
Paul's hearers at Ephesus we read, "Divers were hardened, and
believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude"
(Acts xix. 9). This condition of heart can only be changed by the
hammer of God's word accompanied by the power of the Holy
Ghost. God says to His people, " A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh"
(Ezek. xxxvi. 26).
We feel how helpless we are to make a saving impression on the
hearts of men, and we feel rightly. God only can, by His Spirit,
soften hard hearts, and humble those whose minds are hardened in
pride. Under the influence of God's Spirit Josiah's heart was
tender, and he humbled himself before the Lord when he heard His
word. (See 2 Kings xxii. 19). It is a blessed thing when we
tremble at God's word. One of Whitefield's hearers filled his
pocket full of stones with the intention of breaking Whitefield's
head, but God broke the man's heart through the Word which
Whitefield· preached.
God's word is like a hammer, because it is used to break hard
hearts after repeated blows. A hammer may need to be used many
times ere it breaks the stony rock in pieces. It often happens in
the experience of a sinner that many impressions are made by the
hammer of God's Word ere at last he becomes possessed of "a
broken and contrite heart." The word taught or read in the home,
preached in the assemblies of God's people, and spoken at different
times in a man's history may successively contribute to the final
breaking down of the sinner. On the other hand, God is able
with one stroke of the hammer of His Word to humble the proud
and hard-hearted sinner to the dust, and to make him cry out, "God
be merciful to me a sinner." The hammer of God's Word needs to
be constantly brought down upon stony and hard hearts. We can
never tell when the set time will come to make it effectual to the
humbl.ing of the sinner.
God's Word is like a hammer, because a hammer is effectual only
because ot the hand that weilds it.
" Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith ~ "
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(Isa. x. 15). The axe is useless apart from the hand of power
which wields it. The hammer also, unless a living power brings
it to bear upon the stony rock, has no effect upon it. How true
this is of the Word of God! It may be read and preached, and have
no saving effect upon readers or hearers. How often it happens
that a most solemn and heart-searching sermon is preached, and a
large number of the hearers go away as indifferent, careless and
reckless as ever. The seed has fallen on the wayside ground, and the
devil has caught away that which was sown, lest the hearers should
believe and be saved. No human wielder of the hammer of God's
Word can produce the slightest effect on hard hearts. A Paul may
plant and an Apollos water, but God alone can give the increase.
"\Vhy did the Word which Paul preached at Thessalonica have
such a wonderful effect ~ It was because the Gospel came not in
word only, "but in power and in the Holy Ghost" (2 Thess. i. 5).
How came it about that the preaching of the Word was followed
with such blessing at Antioch in apostolic times ~ The answer is,
" The hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord" (Acts xi. 21). Only then when
the hammer of God's Word is wielded by, or accompanied by, Divine
power will it have any saving effect upon hard hearts.
What need, then, for constant dependence upon Divine power if
blessing is to accompany our work. We are absolutely helpless to
soften hard hearts. God alone by His Spirit can quicken the dead
in sin, and deliver them from the power of darkness. Organization,
zeal, and earnestness are all useless apart from Divine grace and
power.
We cannot organize conversions. We can only use the means,
humbly praying that God may apply them in His Own sovereign
way to the saving of His elect.
Let us remember, however, that no other Word but the WTord
of God, and no other Gospel, but the Gospel of God's grace will be
used. by the Lord to gather out His people. The command therefore to" preach the Word" still holds good. The pure" ord of the
Gospel and nothing else is "the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's J,yrm.

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For the Lord will not cast off f01' eve?': but though He cause grief, yet
will He have compassion according to the multitude of His mercies.
F01' He doth not ~f!lict willingly nor grieve the children of men."LAMENTATIONS iii. 31-33.
THE Lamentations of Jeremiah are generally turned to when one is
in trouble. The inspired writer is called the weeping prophet. He
wept much; he sorrowed much for the sins of his nation; and was
grieved for the dire state into which the sins of Jerusalem brought her.
A beloved correspondent recently remarked in her letter, writing of
the sermon she had heard on the previous Sabbath, how the preacher
" considered the prophet Jeremiah to be the most like the Lord Jesus
of all the prophets in his intense love for his nation; faithfulness in
rebuking sin; the rejection of his entreaties and warnings; and his
imprisonment and sufferings." And if we follow upon that line of
thought we shall, as the Holy Spirit is pleased to bless to our soul'~
edification, find much sweetness and encouragement in our meditation
at this time. For there are many sweet promises in accord with it,
and encouragements to hold on, however low we may have sunk in
despondency and faithlessness. We need to still remember the years
of the right hand of the Most High, and that what He has done in the
past He is both willing and able to do for His necessitous people now.
For, says He, " I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed."
He may and does appear to veil His face and permit the child of
God to walk awhile in darkness and, like Job, to go this way and that,
and perceive Him not. What the remedy is, dear exercised soul, you
well know! "Let him stay himself upon his God" is the inspired
word of comfort, as you meanwhile encourage your soul in the words
of our text, "For the Lord will not cast off for ever."
That is a sweet and blessedly tru~ declaration; and the Psalmid
takes a higher note still when he says, "For the Lord will not cast
off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance" (Ps. xciv. 14).
St. Paul asks the question, "I say then, Hath God cast away His
people ~ God forbid" (Rom. xi. 1). And it is by the unchangeable
faithfulness of our God that His people, Jew or Gentile, are not cast
off-much less" for ever"! Cast down they may be, and often are,
but never cast off. "By the mercies of the past they nourish hope"
is the heading of the chapter in some of our Bibles, and that is the
secret of our cherished hope of deliverance, whensoever we are brought
low, and out of the depth cry unto Him. We are encouraged to
remember how He hath delivered in the past, and has promised yet
to deliver His people who trust in Him.
" And can He have taught me to trust in His Name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?"
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How good, therefore, is it for the saints to test.ify to each other of
their 'deliverances and of the tender mercies and the kind providences
of their God. It is thus we desire to glorify Him, and encourage one
another in the abiding faithfulness of our Triune Jehovah.
We may enquire, Why does the Lord not cast off His people ~ and
we have the answer in His own most gracious declaration. "I am
God and not man, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."
Moreover, His love is changeless, and His faithfulness is from ever.
lasting to everlasting. It is "for His great Name's sake that the
Lord will not cast off His people" (1 Sam. xii. 22). And Joshua
could plead in holy argument, " And what wilt Thou do unto Thy
great Name," if they should cut us off ~ (Joshua vii. 9). Our prophet,
too, urges in holy prayer, " Do not abhor us for Thy Name's sake; do
not disgrace the throne of Thy glory" (Jer. xiv. 21). David makes the
gracious declaration, how in spite of all the provocations of God's
ancient people, "nevertheless He saved them for His Name's sake"
(Ps. cvi. 8). All these gracious arguments are crowned by Jehovah's
own declaration, " But I wrought for My Name's sake, that it should
not be polluted among the heathen" (Ezek. xx. 9, 14). And have
we not the same blessed truth declared by the lips of Him Who spake
as never man spake, in the declaration of His unchangeableness to
the wicked, cavilling Jews, who asked the holy, harmless, sinless One,
"Who art Thou ~ " and whose answer has comforted every tried
saint of God in all ages. "Even the same that I said unto you from
the beginning" (John viii. 25). He was indeed the I Am. Who" is
before all things, and by whom all things consist" (Col. i. 17). "The
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, which was, and which is to come, the Almighty" (Rev. i. 8).
This is the stable hope of His people, whatever their present exercises,
through whatever deep waters of sorrow and afHiction they may be
wading. Their strength and hope and confidence lie in the blessed
truth that there is no changeableness with their Jehovah-Jesus. His
Name is faithful and true. Therefore, in the language of our text,
they encourage their souls and_ say, "For the Lord will not cast off
for ever: but though He cause grief, yet will He have compa sion
according to the multitude of His mercies." Rest assurpd, dear
reader, that the Lord your God has all-wise, all-loving purposes toward
you in these afHictions. They are largely the appointed portion of
the elect family. Tears are made their meat and drink, and trials and
sorrows, difficulties and crosses, meet them at every turn of the way.
Their experience is largely.. Daily to see new stra.its attend, and wonder where the scene will end:'
Oh, if we could but trust our all-wise God and wait for His purposes
in grace to he made known to us, we should be kept in peace and we
should rest assured that He was accomplishing His all-wise design as
the heavenly Father and perfecting His lessons in us in the school of
grace. He is not afHicting willingly, but He is teachiU¥ to profit.
J
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The writer could let her dear readers into many a sweet secret of
gracious, humbling lessons taught her by her heavenly Father in the
recent long months of sickness and suffering, and coming apart and
resting awhile. A beloved friend sent me some precious lines which
folind a sweet echo in my heart and humbling gratitude that the
Lord deigned to take such pains with His unworthy child. I transcribe
them for the benefit and comfort of others who will scarce be able to
read them without tears:
"Jesus, for Thy mercy's sake,
Keep me in the school of grace;
Though I'm only fit to take,
Day by day the lowest place.
Sweet the lessons of Thy school,
And the lowest place how sweet,
When I yield me to Thy rule,
When I seat me at Thy feet.
Shall the learner dare rebel,
Shall the weak disciple mourn,
If Thy words. seem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to learn?"
And then the added lines:
" Give me the l~west place, not that I dare
Ask for that lowest place, but Thou hast died."
Ah l that is the purpose, the eud our God has in view, and in which
perfecting He will be glorified. And if, as indeed you will be sooner or
later, brought into Christ's school and placed upon the lowest form
therein, " as a little child," you will find yourself praying not so much
that the Lord will keep you humble, as that He will make you humble,
for you will find you have much less humility than you thought you
possessed, and that you need to be brought lower and lower in selfabasement, so that in all things Christ may be magnified and glorified
in your life. That lowest form may not be comfortable to flesh, but
it is profitable to the spirit. It may crush our pride and self-sufficiency,
but in God's" end," which He has in view, it will glorify Him.
And whilst mercy meanwhile supports us under the affliction, hope
remains anchored within the veil, faith counts upon the faithfulness
of her God and argues, " For the Lord will not cast off for ever; but
though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion according to the
multitude of His mercies. For He doth not afflict willingly nor grieve
the children of men." Though and yet are well balanced in the
sanctuary, where we learn the Divine secret of the perfect wisdom of
our God and the sacred art of being still and knowing that He is God,
and the God of all our deliverances too l Our God is able, and it
is ours to trust in the Lord and wait patiently for Him. As dear
" Follower-on" wrote in 1914:
5

62

The Gospel Magazine

"I think upon the journey past,
My softened eyes I turn to Thee,
To choose my leading still, Who hast
So bountifully dealt with me."
We have good reason indeed in reviewing our past lives, made up
as they are of "mercies countless as the sands" and those daily
received, to trust every step of our future pilgrimage, be it of a few
more short days, months or years, to "the same" faithful Covenant
God Who has been with us " from the beginning," and Who has ever
had" compassion according to the multitude of His loving-kindnesses."
R.
COMMUNION: WITH CHRIST AND HIS MEMBERS.
ONE glorious Head!
But in the Body many members set;
All of them fed
From Him Whose loving heart cannot forget
The most despised and meanest: all and each
His care doth reach.
And am I one ~
One with my Lord and one with all His own ~
One with the Son,
And, through Him, with the Father on the Throne 1
Yes, with all saints, if faith dwells in my heart,
I have a part.
Privilege blest!
To be united to Christ's own, on earth
And those at rest.
What language is there to describe the worth
Of these sweet ties; Christ and His people mine
By Grace Divine ?
Faith lifts the eye
And sees in Glory her exalted Head;
Then trustfully
Looks to Him to be strengthened, helped, and led,
With all of those who through His gracious care
In Him have share.
And I, too, thei,'s !
To witness for Christ while my days shall last:
And with my prayers
And love and strength to work till life be past:
Then take my part, one with the ransomed throng,
In Heaven's song.
WILLIAM

OLNEY.
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,Snmonf:S anll N otef:S of Sermons.
IS ALL WELL

A

~

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON ON
JANUARY 7TH, 1906.

" Yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which
fear before Him."-EcCLESIASTES viii. 12.)

WE are asked this evening the question, Is all well 1 We should put
to our own souls severally-not the young only but everyone besides" My soul, is all well 1 " and then consider an answer as in the sight
of God. This at once leads to another question, the question that is
raised in our text, Do we fear God 1 It is only with those who fear
God that it can be said with truth that "all is well." "Surely I
know," said the royal writer, "that it shall be well with them that
fear God, which fear before Him." What is it to fear God ~ You
have heard from this pulpit that that which is called" fear" in the
Old Testament is called" faith" in the New Testament. One who
fears God in the Old Testament is the character who believes God,
and the New Testament believer is also one who fears God. The. great
characteristic of such a one is his faith in God. Do we, therefore,
I ask again, fear God ~ Have we faith in God 1 The Psalmist, speaking in Psalm cxix., 65th verse, says, " Thou hast dealt well with Thy
servant, 0 Lord, according unto Thy Word." The Word of God is to
be the test of our experience as to the Lord's dealings with us. If the
Lord has dealt well with us then the answer is unmistakably, " All is
well."
What would be the marks of God's dealing in these respects 1 First,
I take it, the forgiveness of sins. Till the question of the forgiveness of
sins is a settled question all is not well. Let us press this thought then
upon our own selves; Are our sins forgiven us for Christ's sake ~ Is
that question settled at the outset of this New Year, or are we entering
upon this year unforgiven sinners, y.et in our sins ~ If it be our case
that we are yet in our sins, then the Word of God declares our sorrowful
condition, for you notice in the third chapter of the Gospel written
by John we have these words; "He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life :~and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him." That is the condition of the unforgiven sinner so far as evidence goes. He is exposed to the righteous
wrath of God. Because of this, we speak with solemnity and gravity
to-night lest there should be one within these walls who is yet in his
sins, who is entering upon this year unforgiven, and who is exposed
to the wrath of God according to the word of the Lord Jesus: "He
that believeth not . . . the wrath of God abideth on him." We have
no evidence, no external evidence, of God's purposes concerning sinners
apart from what He reveals to us of them in a way of grace. Let that
be clear. We pass no judgment upon the eternal case of anyone who
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is yet alive in the body with us. We leave the future in the hands of
Him Who is able to quicken the dead, in the hands of Him Who quickened us even when we were dead in trespasses and sins. It is the joy
of our hearts to see those who aforetime knew not God being brought
into the light of the knowledge of salvation in Him. Till, however, we
see this work of grace performed we must needs be faithful to souls in
warning them of the wrath to come. I desire to do so to-night and
therefore it is I press this thought earnestly upon my hearers-this
question-Is all well? Are the sins forgiven sins? Are the sins sin
blotted out? Are the sins sins cast behind God's back? Are the
sins the sins which He has cast into the depths of the sea? Are they
the sins which have been borne away by the blessed Sin-bearer Himself
into the land of eternal forgetfulness? If we can answer each for himself, "My sins as a black cloud have been blotted out. They have
been washed away by the precious blood of the Lamb. Jesus died,
Jesus died. That is the rock foundation on which my hope is built,
and by reason of this I have peace with God," then the question of our
.subject to-night becomes easy, and we can answer, All is well.
And this is the second characteristic of those with whom, spiritually
speaking, all is well-they have peace with God. This is the pearl of
blessings, peace, perfect peace, peace, " the peace of God which passeth
all understanding." Until the forgiveness of sins is sealed home by
the Holy Ghost upon the heart there cannot be this peace. Peace is
the fruit of faith, of faith in the blood of Jesus. It is the necessary
result of faith. God has joined these two together so that they can
never be put asunder-faith in the Lord Jesus and peace with God.
We have this truth dwelt upon in the fifth chapter of the Epistle to the
Romans: "Therefore being justified," or, made clear, " by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Through faith
we have peace. You observe there is nothing said about feeling. I
have nothing to say to the contrary, one delights to see a feeling faith
but the feeling is not essential to salvation. The feeling mayor may
not be one of the things accompanying salvation. But if you observ
where faith is spoken of it is not .conditioned by feeling but faith alone,
faith-simple faith, a childlike faith, implicit faith, naked faith, satisfied with the word, the Gospel word of God-" All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast out." The true grace of faith rests satisfied with tha
declaration of the Saviour's lips, and trusts that bare word. And
that is salvation, for the faith that trusts the bare word of God is no
natural faith. It is that faith which is the gift of God; hat faith
which is perfect in its kind. Though it may not be yet in its full degree,
being of God it is perfect in its kind. And the faith of a little child is
as really identified with effectual salvation as the faith of the most
advanced believer in the school of grace. The measure of the child's
faith may be very small, it may be so to say but a little faith, but yet
as it is Divine in its origin it is effectual faith. Therefore, the prayer
of each heart need be, " Lord, grant me the faith of the little child.

t

)

The Gospel M aga.zine

65

Grant me then an increase of that faith that I may grow in faith, grow
in the confidence of the truth of Thy spoken word, and leave Thee to
add if Thou wilt feeling and frame-just as Thou wilt, Lord. But
give me a simple faith and a childlike trustfulness, and the rest, Lord,
I leave with Thee to do as Thou wilt." And sooner or later itlwill be
my happy lot to bear the testimony which the Psalmist in his day bore,
" He hath dealt bountifully with me." Be assured of that. If .He
give us but a grain of mustard seed of true faith He will cause it to
increase and become bountiful to His Own praise.
Again, to be accepted in Christ is an infallible mark of well-being
in the things and truth of God. And such every sinner is who,
drawn in the day of God's power and by the conviction of the Holy
Spirit through the Word, comes unto Jesus and exercises by enabling
grace the faith which I ha"ve just spoken of, a humbling faith, a trusting
faith. Acceptance in Christ is ins~parable from this. Do not let us
mystify what God has made simple, and God has made very simple
this truth concerning acceptance in the Beloved. Christ is the one
Door of entrance into the kingdom and glory. "I am the Door."
True, the way is a narrow way. True, it is a difficult way. True, it
is not the way according to nature, or according to the flesh, or the
choice of man. Yet it is the sure way, the safe way, the one way.
And entering by faith in Him we are accepted before God, in accordance
with our text, though the description be the language of the Old Testament-fearing before Him, having a standing before Him in Christ, in
His righteousness. "Ye are complete in Him," a people washed in
His precious blood and reconciled unto God, without blemish-in Him,
without spot or wrinkle-in Him, perfect-in Him. All then is well.
What need we more ~ If we be made "the righteousness of God in
Christ," what lack we ~ We have all and abound. It well then
becomes our lips to show forth His praise Who has thus dealt liberally
with us.
And then there will be the further evidence of the accepted in Christ
by the walk and conversation. There is a sorrowful passage in the fifth
cha.pter of the Epistle to the Galatians bearing upon the walk of those
who name the Name of Christ. In the seventh verse the apostle
writes thus to these Galatians, " Ye did run well" -ye did run well" who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth ~ This persuasion cometh not of Him That calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump." And that is the peril we need warn one another
against, who name the Name of Christ, lest of any of us, of our
conversation, of our walk, the following of the Lord's footsteps, it
should ever be said as a thing of the past, " Ye did run well, but now
ye run amiss." What is it that has influenced ~ What is the persuasion that has overcome the heart ~ A little leaven-the flesh.
Leaven in Scripture is always the symbol of evil; never the symbol of
good. A little of the flesh, a little of the world-how much mischief,
how much evil, how much misery it brings upon the child of God when
once it gets access to his soul. "A little leaven leaveneth the whole
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lump"--the whole man becomes perverted. The Lord will not, however,
leave the objects of His love in this unlovely condition. By the love He
bears them He will chastise, correct and recover. So it was with
David. The Lord did not leave David in his sin. He recovered him
from it with strong crying and tears. The bitterness of David's soul
is clearly discernible in the language of the fifty-first psalm. We need
go oft-times to that psalm, I speak to God's people, to judge ourselves
in the light of its language, for we too err and stray from the Lord's
way like lost sheep, not as being lost sheep but like lost sheep. "All
we like sheep have gone astray," but the Good Shepherd keeps His
eye upon the wandering members of His flock and recovers them with
a strong hand sooner or later. And thus David in the twenty-third
psalm could say, " He restoreth my soul." And it is His work. We
cannot restore spirituality to our souls when we have lost it. We are
as dependent upon the Lord the Spirit to renew it as we were at the
first and it is as well to confess this, and to seek the IJord's recovering
hand when we are conscious of erring and straying from Him. "Ye
did run well." May the Lord give us the grace of watchfulness day
by day lest our feet wander from the narrow path.
May I ask your attention to the third chapter of the book of the
prophet Isaiah, and the tenth verse. I speak for the encouragement
of souls in conflict, for the encouragement of those who know their
proneness to wander from the Lord they love. "Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings." Now that may be taken in two ways-CC they shall eat the
fruit of their doings" in obedience to the Lord-the Lord shall smile
upon those doings and commend that service. But they shall also
eat of their doings when they do amiss. That expression in the Book,
"The way of transgressors is hard," is as true of believers as it is of
unbelievers. And the Lord's people are grievous transgressors. They
have evil hearts beating within them, hearts that are desperately
wicked. Their natural hearts are not changed by the work of the
Spirit's regeneration. Their hearts continue evil and will continue
evil unto the end. And when they walk amiss, and when they transgress-the Lord's dear people-He causes them to eat the fruit of their
disobedience, and humbles them by this, and brings them down,
until they learn the more readily to have no confidence in the flesh. "A
little leaven "-a giving way to the flesh in this little thing or in thatrsooner or later works a great evil, a great injury, in the soul of the
child of God, in the soul of him who fears God. And therefore our
wisdom is to seek grace to resist the incomings of evil, the earlier drops.
You know it is stated in the book of Proverbs that the letting out of
water is a very serious thing. It is so as an example of a little evil.
Those little drops-they ooze out and make way for larger drops, and
presently those drops become a trickling stream, and a breach is made
in the bank, and presently a mighty torrent bursts forth, all originating
from the few little drops. And so it is " the little foxes that spoil the
grapes," and iMs the" little leaven" that" leaveneth the whole lump."
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Let us be wary of these things. Let us lay them to heart much this
year that this year may mark a more humble walk, a more spiritual
conversation, a closer likeness to Him Who walked alone in the midst
of evil. We desire to be kept, do we not, to be kept from the evil that
is in the world? We have to be in it. We have to pass through it,
but the Lord Jesus in His prayer discriminated: "I pray not that
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest
keep them from the evil." And if we have His mind not to be taken
out of the world, but rather to have our feet kept from the world, we
shall enjoy sweet fellowship with Him, having His mind. And thus
having His thoughts occupying our minds, we shall find ourselves
walking solitary paths, but paths of pleasantness and paths of peace.
May He add blessing to-night to His Word, for His Name's sake.
Amen.

SERMONETTE.
THE NAME OF JESUS.

By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Thou shalt call His name JesUS."-LUKE i. 3I.
" His name was called JesuS."-LUKE ii. 2I.
" Thy name is as ointment pouredforth."-SoNG i. 3.
11

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."

So wrote the Christian poet, the Rev. John Newton, in the eighteenth
century. It is the first verse of a. well-known hymn, which has been
prized by many thousands of Christians wherever the English language
has been spoken.
The name Jesus was given to our Lord not by the choice of Joseph
and Mary, but given of God, and communicated by His angel to both
Mary and Joseph, severally, and that because of its meaning, and
because this name indicates the worrderful Person and work of our
Lord. In Matthew i. 21, we read that the angel said to Joseph, " Thou
shalt call His name Jesus." The Authorized Version says in the
margin, "that is Saviour," and correctly, for the angel added, " For
He shall save His people from their sins." But the name means something more than this, for the Hebrew name Oshea, or Hoshea, which
was borne by the son of Nun, means Saviour, and Moses changed his
name to Jehoshea, or Joshua, which addition implies that Jehovah is
the Saviour, or Deliverer (Num. xiii. 8, 16). Now the Hebrew name
Joshua is the same as Jesus in the Greek language, for proof of which
see Hebrews iv. 8, and the marginal note in the Authorized Version.
The name Jesus, therefore, signifies God (our) Saviour; or God Who
(is) Salvation (compare Matt. i. 21-23).
The Lord Jesus a9complished Salvation for His people. His resur-
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rection from the dead is the proof. He" was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justification" (Rom. iv. 25). "Being
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above eveTy name;
that at the name of Jesus every knee -should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth: and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father" (Phil. ii. 8-11).
0, reader, is this Saviour yours? Can you say, My Saviour? If
so, happy are you, for if not your Saviour, He will be your Judge!
But the day of grace is not yet Closed. Still He will be gracious to all
repentant, sin-burdened souls who call upon His name (Rom. x. 11-13).
"Come, ye sinners, poor a.nd wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore:
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, joined with power:
He is IIble,
[He is willing, doubt no more."
(J. HART, 1759).

DWELLING AND ABIDING.
AMONGST the many loving tokens of remembrance which I received
at Christmas was one which appealed to me greatly, a sweet message
from the Word of God in bold letters on a large card-words which
have often strengthened and cheered many of God's dear people in
times past. They still speak to the heart, for He is the same" Jesus
Christ yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." His words are living
words from age to age, and He verifies His assurance, ' Thy walls are
continually before Me," in My sight.
Well, the words on this card are, "He that dwelleth in the secret
place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
The "dwelling" and "abiding" felt so sweet. They suggested
" Home," and not only Home but the room we call" our own room,"
the place of treasures and the place of confidences. And He, the
Lover of our souls and at the same time" the Most High," encourages
us to dwell in the" secret place of the Most High." "The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
Covenant." And what love and grace and cheer that everlasting
Covenant reveals. In that secret place of the Most High He shows
to His beloved ones His counsels and purposes, His directions and
guidance, His personal directions in all their affairs, His gracious
providences. He shows His dear people their sins, their sinful hearts,
their erring ways, and how they shudder when they are brought into
the searching light. But oh, how graeious He is! He does not leave
them then. He points to "the Lamb of God Who taketh away the
sin of the world." The Father" so loved that He gave." Dwell on
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the word" gave,"-gave His only begotten Son. What for? "That
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish." Yes, and that not
only for a time, not only as long as he continues to do well, but-note
the" but"-" have everlasting life." In that secret place of the Most
High He reveals the love of Christ which passeth understanding. The
Holy Spirit enlightens the heart and understanding and points to
Christ through all. So" he that dwelleth in the secret place of the
Most High" is constantly tasting the refreshments of His love. The
unveilings of His delights are being continually drawn out to His
people who dwell in the secret place, where the Lord displays His
sovereign grace. "My exceeding need and His exceeding love."
Further, we read that he "shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty." When the believer dwells, bas his home, learning the
wonders of redemption, learning the everlasting Covenant love of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, drinking in more and more of the depths
of that love, he will " abide under the shadow of the Almighty." He
will not leave, He will abide. We read His assurance, " Abide in Me,
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in Me." Fruit-bearing is
dependent on abiding. "Let my beloved come into His garden, and
eat His pleasant fruits" (Cant. iv. 16).
Let us look at some of the joys of abiding" under the shadow of the
Almighty." The very expression Almighty leads us to the comfort of
His power. Almighty means nothing impossible 'with Him, nothing
too heavy or too large to shield us from. No harm can befall the
beloved of the Lord, for He is Almighty to defend. No evil can reach
us whilst abiding under His shadow.
It was David's prayer, " Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings,"
and again, note his resolve, " In the shadow of Thy wings will I make
my refuge"; and see also his joyous experience, "Because Thou
hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice."
See, too, again the blessed experience of the child of God, " I sat down
under His shadow with great delight." The rest and shade and refreshment were happiness indescribable. "His fruit was sweet to my taste."
Again, "In the shadow of His hand hath He hid me," protecting
His dear servant.
"Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide.
Till the s.torm of life be past,"
We think of His pierced hand that bled for us, the pierced hand that
bears the marks of His redemption, the marks that proclaim, " In
Me-for thee." There is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. We are" hidden in His wounded side." "Behold My
hands and My feet!" "In the shadow of His hand hath He hid Me."
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High is a welcome
dweller. It is in the secret place that communion is held. It is in
the secret place that He reveals Himself and imparts the sacred
unveilings of Himself to the wounded hearts and g~lty consciences
of the" hidden in Christ." "Your life is hid with Christ in God."
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Thus "the secret place" becomes the place of consolation and
forgiveness and blessing. It is not an open, exposed place where
everyone can see and hear, where there is no protection from scorching
heat or attack, but it is the secret place of His pavilion, in which only
He and thou speak together, Himself and thyself. It is the place in
which thou mayest, dear reader, open out thy sorrows and fears and
desires, telling Him all that distresses thee, all that thou cravest. He
says to thee, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." It is always, "Come!" One said to Him
when on earth, "Master, where dwellest Thou ~" The answer was
"Come and see." One early morning after His resurrection Jesus
stood on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias as the disciples were approaching in a ship. They knew Him not. Ah! how often we, too, do not
discern.
They had caught nothing. Jesus said, "Children," a term of
endearment, "have ye any meat? They answered Him, No." We
know the story, how He directed them, and following His instructions
they were not able to drag the ship for the multitude of fishes. How
royally, how abundantly He gives! And when they landed they saw
a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon and bread. Jesus saith unto
them, " Come and dine."
Ponder these "Comes," dear reader. "Come unto Me," rest.
"Come and see" where I dwell. "Come and dine." Come, rest,
see, feast. And again, dwell in the secret place of the Most High and
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. Abide in Me. May the
Holy Spirit Himself indwelling give you the comfort and joy of
" abiding."
NETTlE.
"THERE IS NOTHING."
A MARVELLOUS RECORD OF GOD'S GRACE.
FOR many years there stood a prominent landmark in London named
Mount Zion Chapel, Hill Street, St. John's Wood. But as everything
is subject to change, it has recently been taken down to make room
for certain alterations.
It was in this building that Mr. JOHN FOREMAN, of fragrant memory
even now, was pastor for about forty years. What is here to be
recorded took place during the early part of his ministry.
One Saturday evening he visited a family that attended Mount Zion,
the parents being members of his church. Some of the children were
not present on this evening, being engaged in business: but one of
the daughters-Hannah-was there. Although she did not yet know
and love the Lord Jesus, she was always delighted to be in the company
of her dear pastor, whom all so highly esteemed.
Before leaving, Mr. Foreman was asked to conduct-family worship;
and, according to his usual custom, he prayed for each member of the
family by name, present or absent. But, quite unintentionally, he
omitted to mention Hannah, kneeling by his side.
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This she could not help noticing, and was deeply hurt. Her first
feeling was annoyance that she had been overlooked; but the Lord
had begun to work, and a more solemn thought began to move in her
heart. "Our pastor is a man of God, and God must have moved him
to omit my name. I must, therefore, be quite out of the secret.
There is nothing for me."
This thought so rested upon her heart that for some hours she could
not sleep. Her feeling was that the others were saved, but that she
was lost; and that it was of no use for her to think that she had an
interest in the work of Jesus, being too great a sinner to be saved.
She rose on tbe Lord's day morning determined not to go to Chapel.
Her. mother, dressed ready, came into her room, surprised to find
Hannah not ready. "Be quick, dear; it is quite time for us to go."
" Mother, I cannot go to-day: please do not ask me why." But after
some persuasion she agreed to go just that once.
After the usual singing, prayer, and reading, Mr. Foreman stood
up to preach. For a moment he silently surveyed his congregation.
His dark piercing eyes met the upturned faces of his bearers, and
especially one of his hearers. And then, quite contrary to his usual
custom, without mentioning the chapter and verse of his text, he broke
the silence with the words" THERE IS NOTHING
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This he repeated twice, and the dear girl felt that her doom was for
ever sealed.
After referring to the event which led up to these words in 1 Kings
xviii the preacher went on to describe the condition of man by nature
-without God, without hope, without merit of his own. He then
proceeded to show how the Holy Spirit brings sinners to realize that
they have nothing of their own to plead. This went right home to
Hannah's heart, and she felt its truth.
The preacher then went on to preach the Gospel. He pointed the
sinner to the Saviour, and declared that in Him is everything the
sinner needs-pardon for the guilty, mercy for the sinful, rest for the
weary. He took the "little cloud'" as a figure of the work of the
Holy Spirit in applying the atonement of Jesus: sometimes taking
one portion of the Word and then another, encouraging the coming
one to draw near. And then he showed how this" little cloud" grows
larger, until it covers the sky, and drops in the fulness of blessing and
joy into the pardoned sinner's heart and life.
Hannah went home that morning as full of joy as her heart could
hold, rejoicing in the fulness of mercy that she had found. Instead
of " nothing" there was" everything" in Jesus.
Not long after this, constrained by the love of Christ, she confessed
her faith by baptism, and was a useful member of the church at Mount
Zion for many years.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

Cricklewood.
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RECEIVING CHRIST.
I WAS thinking about verse 13 of the first chapter of the Gospel
according to John, the verse which precludes any boast of our taking
-the initiative in true godliness or Divine life. It speaks of the sons
of God as being those who were born" not of blood." That refers
perhaps to their nationality. "Nor of the will of the flesh "-no
family name suffices. "Nor of the will of man." Neither the beseechings of a preacher nor the resolutions of a hearer find place here.
I remember that once, quite a long while ago, an acquaintance and
I were speaking about" these things." She was one who" kept her
church" (a Low one), and she said that we have the will to choose or
to reject Christ. This involves the inference that our salvation depends
upon ourselves. I said, " It says, ' It is not of him that willeth.' "
"Oh, but it is," she replied, and what was said next, I forget: possibly
the descent of a superior put an end to the dispute. An acquaintance
of later years was no less bold (or honest perhaps), but she was one
who professed Arminianism and the prowess of free-will, which no
good church adherent consistently may. A fews pros and cons on
the subject brought us to this. I said: "If, as you say, God wants
(to use so very unseasonable a word) a man to be saved, and the man
declines to be saved, the will of the man is a stronger force than the
will of God." Her reply was, "Yes, it is." I believe that I was
rather speechless. A few more steps on the road brought us to our
parting. She went to the left, and I straight on, or slightly to the
right. And indeed, or surely, to the right, if the Word of the Lord
says anything-if the witness of generations of His people is right,
if one's own experience justifies the wisdom which tells us, "without
Me ye can do nothing." Who can enjoin faith and it cometh to pass
if the Lord commandeth it not ~ But to revert to the verse in the
Gospel. It was those who were born of God, thereby manifestly
being His sons, who received Christ. A sort of threefold seal was
theirs. Though their receiving Him appears first; the root of the
matter is unfolded later. This is surely the way that the Lord the
Spirit takes with very many of His chosen ones. Before they know it
they love Christ. They count no cost, there is nothing to pay. They
have read and heard of the afflictions of the righteous, but nothing
goes for anything when unknowingly they have received Christ. He
is in them the hope of glory. No one would have thought it, perbape,
of the poor disciples, as they followed Him whithersoever He went,
and continued with Him while none of the rulers believed in Him, and
the crowds came and went and discussed Him, and said that He was
this or that. But" Whom say ye that I am ~" And Peter said,
" The Christ of God." It was by the revelation of the Father that the
poor fisherman knew it: he had been deJivered from the power of
darkness, lifted out of it, and translated into the kingdom of God's
dear Son. That is how they are described in Colossians i. 13, whose
love in the Spirit shows amongst other things that they have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. With Him they have
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received the Atonement. How little di.d the apostles know of all
this when the Lord said, "Follow Me." They arose and followed
Him, and were with Him in His poverty and His contentions with
His adversaries. I thought of the sweetness, the celestial beauty, of
one of the last times when they received Him-on the evening of the
Resurrection Day. It was three and a half years since they first
received Him, and they had been with Him to Jerusalem and had
supped with Him. But their hearts were too heavy to carry, until
He invited them to pour out to Him all their disconsolations. The
worst is over when we can unburden ourselves with all that that
means, at the throne of God. We cannot possibly pray and not hope
at the same time. Hope is somewhere when our" sighs are many,"
and our hearts are faint. The Lord was there on the way to Emmaus.
He had not taken offence with them, they were not offended in Him.
And what should offend us, if we believe that we have ever supped
with Him, or He with us, if He has lifted our affections up to the
Father, or come down to sympathize with us in our passing miseries
and to encourage us in His forgiveness. He listened to their tale of
woe, He made them glad according to the days wherein they had
seen evil. They constrained Him to come in. "Master, where dwellest Thou," they asked at the beginning. They were with Him on the
Holy Mount, they were with Him in Gethsemane, put they have not
yet reached the end of His reply-Come and see.
How can we possibly estimate our blessing, if we have had power
given to us to receive Him, if He has made us, of His own will, to be
God's sons and daughters, if He has said to us, " I will pray the
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter that He may abide
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth Hinl not, neither knoweth Him, but ye know
Him, for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you" 1
FOLLOWER-ON.
BISHOP BARNES ON MAN'S ORIGIN AND FALL.
DR. BARNES, the Bishop of Birmingham, has the courage of his convictions, but it is lamentable in the extreme that many of his convictions and teachings are so contrary to the teaching of the Word of
God. On Friday, Nov. 7th last, he delivered the Lloyd Roberts
Lecture at the Manchester Royal Infirmary.
From the Daily Telegraph we learn that in the course of his lecture
he asserted that man was evolved from an ape-like stock, and that
the doctrine of the fall of man must be abandoned.
He said,." During the last two generations the facts of biological
evolution had slowly gained acceptance from educated men and
women. There was, at length, general agreement that, in his origin,
man was' an old-world monkey, most closely allied to the tailless ape,~.' "
(Italics ours.)
No doubt a large number of men and women have accepted this
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unscript.ural doctrine of the origin of man. We do not agree, however,
that the acceptance of such a doctrine is a mark of education. There is a
grave defect in the education of those who unequivocally deny the
_teaching of the Word of God, that man was specially created by God,
altogether apart from the beasts that perish. This teaching of the
Word of God was definitely endorsed by our Lord. Compare Genesis
i. 27 with Matthew xix. 4.
It was also endorsed by the Apostle Paul (see 1 Tim. ii. 13). It was
endorsed by the Reformers who, in the General Thanksgiving, say,
" We bless Thee for our creation;" not our evolution. In reference to
the Fall of Adam, the Bishop is reported as saying, " The notion that
evil is due to a fall, to some act of spiritual rebellion against God,
must be abandoned. We need not grieve over the loss of such a theory,
as it cannot really relieve God of ultimate responsibility for His
creation."
It is appalling that a Bishop who has subscribed to the Thirty-nine
Articles, and who occupies so important a position in the Church of
England, should abandon the scriptural doctrines of the creation of
man, and of his Fall in the Garden of Eden. Our Lord refers to the
devil's lie in Eden in John viii. 44. The inspired Apostle Paul refers
to the Fall when he says, " As by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned" (Rom. v. 12), and again when he says, " The serpent beguiled
Eve" (2 Cor. xi. 3). The tenth article of the Church of England
speaks of " the condition of man after the FALL OF ADAM," thus showing
that the Reformers believed in the Fall as an historical fact. Bishop
Barnes, however, says that the doctrine of the Fall" must be abandoned."
Yet he has subscribed to the Thirty-nine Articles and has declared
that he "unfeignedly" believes " all the Canonical Scriptures of the
Old and New Testament." (See Ordination Service for Deacons.)
We are at a loss to understand how men who hold such views can
consistently remain in official connection with the Church of England.
For ourselves we are grieved beyond measure that such doctrines
as these should now be openly t3Jlght by leading men in the professing
Church. Truly the time has come when men" will not endure sound
doctrine." They have turned away their ears from the truth, and
are "turned into fables" (see 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4). From such fabulous
teachings we have reason to pray, "Good Lord, deliver us."
(THE EDITOR.)

" BE afraid of nothing more than the detestable cowardice of a selfish
and unbelieving heart."-Venn.
" THE Bible is a plain book. It is intelligible by the people. And
they have the right, and are bound to read and interpret it for themselves; so that their faith may rest on the testimony of the Scriptures
and not on that of the Church. Such is the doctrine of Protestants on
this subject."-Dr. C. Bodge.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE ATONEMENT.
(FROM J. A. HALDANE'S Doct1"i-ne of the Atonement.)
AMIDST the various schemes at present formed to diffuse the knowledge of Christ throughout the world, there appears no small danger
of another gospel being substituted instead of that promulgated by
the apostles. The universality of the Atonement has long been held
by some classes of professing Christians; but the doctrine that the
Good Shepherd laid down His life for the sheep-that He purchased
the Church with His own blood-has generally prevailed in this country
since the Reformation. Of late, however, many have embraced the
notion that this is a narrow view of the subject, and that the Atonement of Christ was not restricted to the children whom God had given
Him to be gathered out of the world, but was made equally for all
mankind. This has long been one of the points of controversy between
Calvinists and Arminians. But in connection with the universality
of the Atonement, the latter denied personal election; whereas those
who have lately embraced the Arminian tenet of universal atonement,
maintain that the peculiarity of redemption consists in its application,
according to the sovereign pleasure of God; whence it inevitably
follows that men are not saved by the Atonement, but by its application; and, consequently, that the Holy Spirit, and not Christ, is the
Saviour.
.
The new system is not more scriptural, and is less plausible, than
Arminianism. If the doctrine of election be admitted, of what difficulty do we get rid, by asserting that Christ died for all ~ The elect
alone obtain salvation, and the rest are blinded. It is said, the free
and unlimited proclamation of the Gospel to sinners of mankind, is
founded on the universality of the Atonement; but such is not the
case. Pardon through faith in Jesus, is commanded to be preached
to all who, in the providence- of God, are brought under the sound of
the Gospel; and by their reception of the truth, those whose guilt was
expiated on Calvary are distinguished from those to whom the Lord
will say, I never knew you. The Gospel brings the redeemed under
the shadow of the wings of the Almighty, while it discovers the utter
alienation from God of those who perish, whom Christ never knew.
The difference between those who hold particular redemption and
the advocates of the new system is highly important. So far from
being a strife of words, it involves the very essence of the Gospel.
A universal Atonement, by which all are not saved, is no Atonemcnt ;
and here we have an illustration of the common proverb, that extremes
meet. If Atonement were made for all, and yet many perish, none
is saved by the Atonement-they owe their salvation to something
else; so that, in point of fact, no Atonement was made, no satisfaction
was given, for the sins of any of the children of men.
Atonement means expiation-satisfaction for sin; and if the satisfaction be sufficient, those for whom it was made must necessarily
receive the benefit. Dr. Wardlaw, in commenting upon the apostle's
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words, " But now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to
put away sin, by the sacrifice of Himself," observes, " It is obvious
that the putting away of sin, when represented as effected by a
sacrifice, must mean the expiation of its guilt, and the consequent
- prevention of its penal effects. I think, therefore," he adds, " I shall
not be far from the true import of the words, if I consider them as
expressing the sentiment that Christ came for the purpose of making,
by the sacrifice of Himself, an atonement for sin." Can anything
be more palpable than that, according to this statement, the sin of
those for whom the Atonement was made, was put away-their guilt
was expiated by the sacrifice of Christ, and its penal effects prevented ~
If Christ made Atonement for sin, and if this Atonement be universal,
either all are justified, or the Atonement has proved insufficient. The
latter alternative cannot be adopted; for Dr. Wardlaw maintains the
infinite value of the sacrifice of Christ, so that his system necessarily
leads to universal restoration.
Every deviation from the Word of God is fraught with danger.
Error in religion resembles a wedge, which at first produces no perceptible effect, but which surely, though gradually, rends the substance
into which it has been introduced. This is illustrated in the progress
of the advocates of universal Atonement. Some have carried out the
principle to its legitimate consequences, representing men as possessing
ability to repent and turn to God. Others admit that it is only by
the power of the Holy Spirit that sinners are brought to the foot of
the cross. While a third party adopt a middle course, and, by distinctions between natural and moral inability, seem disposed to get
rid of the question.
It is the object of these pages to exhibit the Atonement in the light
of the Word of God, and to consider the principal arguments in favour
of a system which virtually sets aside the Atonement altogether,
disparages the love of God to His people, and turns away the mind
from the simplicity that is in Christ.
It is a very striking feature in the writings of the advocates of the
new system, that they are chiefly occupied with metaphysical reasonings. Their appeal is not so much to the Word of God, as to our
preconceived notions. It is evident how fallacious such a line of argument must prove. The wisdom of God is in diametrical opposition
to the wisdom of this world, so that, if any man will be wi e in this
world, he must become a fool that he may be wise.
All errors respecting the Atonement originate in erroneous view of
the state into which man was brought by the fall. It has been alleged
that Adam's posterity partake of the consequences of his sin; but had
they not been partakers of his guilt, they could not have been partakers
of its effects. It may be laid down as an incontrovertible axiom, that
under the righteous and perfect government of God, there can be no
suffering where there is no sin. The imputation of guilt to Adam's
posterity was not an arbitrary act; they were verily guilty, else they
would not be " by nature children of wrath"; and althoug~ in Christ
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there was no sin, yet, having condescended to unite Himself with His
people, to come in the likeness 6f sinful flesh, and being made under the
law as their surety and substitute, He was justly made answerable for
them. When the sword awoke against the Man Who was the fellow
of~the Almighty, it was the sword of justice. To the wisdom of the
world this is foolishness; but to those who are called, it is the power
of God. It is the wisdom of God in a mystery; even the hidden
wisdom which God ordained before the world for our glory, and which
believers are commanded to hold in a pure conscience.
Another incontrovertible axiom is, that nothing but sin can separate
a creature from its creator. Guilt alone interposes an impassable gulf
between Him Who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and the
work of His hands; but it is filled up by the Atonement. God looks
upon those in whose behalf it was offered in the face of His Anointed,
and sees no iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel. So glorious
is the Atonement made for them on the cross, so full the satisfaction
made to the holy and righteous law, that God remembere their sins no
more-they are fully expiated. Thus are the redeemed, in their
successive generations, justified from all things. In their glorious
Head they have endured the penalty of their guilt; they are dead to
the law by the body of Christ broken for them; they are therefore no
more under the law; the marriage is dissolved by death; they are
married to another, and the evidence of the· union is their bringing
forth fruit unto God. Sin, says the apostle, shall not have dominion
over you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace. And again,
" How shall we, tha.t are dead to sin, live any longer therein?" While
under the law they were under the curse (GaLl iii. 10); but in Christ
they endured the curse-" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law being made a curse for us." What is the curse? Being forsaken of God. And this extorted from the great Redeemer the loud
and bitter cry, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? "
A solemn pause ensued, while darkness enveloped the earth; for it
was eminently the hour and power of darkness. At length, having
tasted the bitterness of death in the withdrawing of the light of His
Father's countenance, Jesus proclaimed, "It is finished!" The
Atonement was complete, the law was magnified and made honourable,
and God's people are" sanctified tbrough the offering of the body of
Christ once for all." In His resurreetion they received a full discharge.
The handwriting or ordinances wbich they had violated was for ever
cancelled and nailed to the cross, and hence there is no condemnation
for them; and although they must drink of His cup-be like Him
Who was a man of sorrows while in this world-and be made conformable to His death, they shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, and have part in that endless life to which He is risen.
Thus was Christ, Who knew no sin, made sin for His people, that
they might be made the righteousness of God in Him. According to
some, His being made sin means a sin-offering; but His being made
sin is opposed to our being made righteousness, which surely does not
6
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mean a righteous offering. Should it even be admitted that sin is
here to be understood to mean a sin-offering, we would ask, Why was
the sin-offering called sin? Because the sin of the worshipper was
figuratively transferred to the victim, which, under this imputation,
endured the wages of sin; and thus was Christ stricken for the transgression of God's people (Isa. liii. 3--8). He purchased the Church with
His own blood; and in the day of regeneration He takes possession of
His purchase, taking up His abode in His people, by His Spirit. Hence
the apostle connects the assertion that believers are bought with a
price, with their bodies being the temple of the lIoly Ghost (1 Cor.
vi. 19, 20).
No doubt the imputation of Adam's sin and of Christ's righteousness
is a stumblingblock to many; but when the Gospel comes to us, not
in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, we receive this part of truth as little children, and only as such
can we enter the kingdom of God. Our faith must be regulated not
by our preconceived opinions, but by His word Who has said, "My
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor My ways your ways."
The doctrine of the imputation of our sins to Christ, and of His
righteousness to us, has been objected to, as giving a " commercial"
view of the Atonement. This phrase has of late been employed as a
bugbear to set aside the doctrine of Scripture on this subject. Doubtless, whan we read that believers are" bought with a price," that the
Church was purchased with" the blood of God," that His people are
1'ansomed from the power of the grave, "commercial language" is
employed; but it is the language dictated by the wisdom of God, as
being best adapted to convey to us just views of the Atonement. The
term redemption is strictly "commercial," but it is selected by
Infinite Wisdom to communicate to us the grandest view of the Divine
character.
No creature could have made an atonement for sin, or have magnified
the law either by obedience or suffering. Had a body been prepared
for the highest angel, his incarnation must have been an act of obedience
. to his Creator; and after all his humiliation, and all his sufferings, he
would have been an unprofitable servant; he could have done no more
than his duty. His righteousness, therefore, could not have extended
to another; he could have had no superfluous merit; neither could
he have offered himself a voluntary sacrifice; he could not have laid
down his 'life, for no creature has power over his own life. No created
being could have endured the curse of the broken law, or have stood
as the substitute and surety for another; for every creature mustbear
his own burden. But the Creator, in whom was life, of whose sovereign will the law is but the expression, appeared in the form of a servant; by His obedience unto death He magnified and made honourable the law which His people had broken, thus restoring what He
took not away. In obedience to His Father's commandment He laid
down His life that He might take it again, and rose to the power of an
endless life, as the first-born of many brethren, to whom He was in all
things conformed.

The Gospel Magazine

79

Such is the foundation which God has laid in Sion for the hope of
the guilty. Such is the everlasting righteousness in which Christ's
people shall stand unrebukable. It" differs entirely from the righteousness of men and angels in its Author; for it is the righteousness,
not of a creature, but of the Creator. I the Lord have created it. It is
a Divine and infinitely perfect righteousness, wrought out by Jehovah
Himself, which, in the salvation of man, preserves all His attributes
inviolate. The Father created it through the Son, in the same way
as by the Son He created the world."
The Gospel is the revelation of this righteousness: it is to be made
known to all nations for the obedience of faith; and all who hear it are
invited to receive Jesus as their Almighty Saviour; by Him to believe
in God as their Covenant God and Father, and to behold grace reigning
through righteousness unto eternal life. In the sufferings and death
of the only-begotten Son, we have a more awful proof of the malignity
of sin than if the whole human race had perished, while peace is proclaimed to the chief of sinners, and those who believe are invested
with a righteousness so glorious that the eye of Omniscience can perceive in it no flaw.
The original constitution of the human race had reference to the
plan of salvation. "Known unto God are all His works from the
beginning of the world." The creation is itself a mystery indicative
of the plan of redemption; mankind were created not individually
but in Adam. He was.constituted the Covenant-head and representative of all his children, and in him they all sinned and died. Upon
this subject the Scripture is explicit: "By one man's disobedience
many were made sinners-by the offence of one, judgment came upon
all men to condemnation-by one man's offence death reigned by one;
in Adam all die": and it is equally explicit in declaring, that" the
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one Man, Jesus Christ,
hath abounded unto many"; that" by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous." Hence Adam is termed the figure of Him
that was to come; and Eve, taken from his side while he was cast
into a deep sleep, was the type of the Church, which originated in the
death of Christ (Eph. v. 29, 32).
-

WHAT CAME OF A DANCE.
SOME years ago, in a village Sabbath School, a dear little girl with a
bright face, a pretty smile, and ringlets of wavy hair dangling about
her shoulders, was to be seen first in the Infant Class; then, as time
passed away, in each of the older girls' classes, until, at about the age
of fifteen years she had risen to the Bible Class. This little girl had
always been a favourite in the school, for her manners were good,
her lessons well learned, she was a sweet little singer, and very attentive
to the lessons.
As we see her for the last time in the Bible Class, she is about sixteen
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years of age: a moderately tall girl, with two nice plaits of hair gracefully hanging down to her waist. She has a very engaging face, and
to all appearance is quite a promising girl.
Mter the lapse of a few years, we find her in another scene: this
time, in one of London's dark side-streets; it is between midnight
and two o'clock in the morning.
There is a small crowd of degraded men lounging about the street,
either drunken, or, at least, the worse for drink; there is also a poor,
wretched, miserable-looking creature nearby, whom we must take to
be a woman.
She is partly covered by a dirty, ragged skirt, and an apology for
a jacket, all plastered with "London Mud"; her hair is dishevelled
and is dangling about her shoulders; she has no hat, and only an
apology for shoes; even her face is bespattered with mud; and, in a
voice which sounds like a mixture of sobs, groans, and shrieks, with
now and then a few musical notes, this poor, down-trodden, dirty,
disreputable daughter of Eve, covered with bruises from ill-usage, is
trying to sing. She then sobs aloud, but afterwards tries again.
Listen! what is she saying 1 In the most pitiable tone of voice, she
is trying to sing:
"Once I was bright and pure as the snow."
She then exclaims, " 0 God, am I sunk as low as this 1" Then she
curses those who had been the cause of her fall; and that poor bundle
of rags creeps miserably away along the street, muttering to herself,
" It's all up with me now; I am no longer any use, even to the devil;
the river is the best place for me-but what am I saying 1 for if I die,
I shall only go to hell; I am lost in this world, and for ever in the next."
Presently she is picked up in the street, half dead, and taken to a
hospital, but is beyond human remedies; and soon after this she
died, and with almost her last breath, cursed her father and mother
for allowing her to learn to dance, because this was the first step to
her fall.
This poor wretched creatu~e is none other than the dear little girl
you saw in our first picture, in the Sabbath School. What has brought
her to this shameful condition 1 A few words will explain. While she
was quite a child her parents allowed her to learn dancing, although
they were warned against doing so. Soon after she left home she was
invited to a dance; at first she refused, saying her parents would not
like her to go. However, she was ridiculed for always being" tied
to her mother's apron strings," as they foolishly called it, and, being
much persuaded, she at last consented and went.
She had no wish to do wrong, but she had not the conviction and
firmness to say, "No." Soon after this she was persuaded to go again,
and on this occasion got into very evil company, and when she left the
ballroom that night, she had lost, what is to any pure-minded woman
the most priceless treasure she possesses-she had lost her moral
innocence; her character was soon gone also, and she sank lower and
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lower, until she was found in the dimly-lighted and miserable street
where we have just seen her in our second picture; and finally in the
hospital, where, as I have already said, she died, cursing her parents
for being the means of her sorrow, by allowing her to learn to do what
eventually was the cause of her downfall.
Dear readers, refrain from taking .the ji"st step, for while you have
not taken the first, you cannot take the second.
STEPHEN H. JARVIS.
" The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).
[We would recommend our readers to purchase and distribute copies of this
solemn and instructive narrative amongst parents and young people.-EDITOR.]
[Price: 2 copies, Id.; 12 copies, 3id.; 25 copies, 6d.; 50 copies, Is., all post
free.-C. J. FARNCOMBE AND SONS, LTD., 30, IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, LUDGATE
<?mcus, LONDON, E.CA.]

REVOLT AGAINST CONFESSIONS OF FAITH.
WE learn from The Free Presbyterian Magazine for December last,
that The Scots Observer has had a series of articles under the heading.
" Why Revise the Creed?" The authors of these articles are ministers
of the Church of Scotland. One of these ministers (Rev. D. W. P.
Strang) in his article says, "Why not, first of all, simply clear the
whole situation by frankly recognizing that the Westminster Confession
functions no more as a living statement of the Church's faith, and so
leave the mind of the Church free to grapple with the realities of the
position ? "
It is highly probable that a good many other ministers would agree
with Mr. Strang in his proposal. There is evidently a growing revolt
against the old Evangelical doctrines, especially the doctrines of grace.
Modernistic theology denies the Fall and rejects Christ's substitutionary
work. We have received the prospectus of a new book entitled, " The
Problem of the Cross." The author, we are told, "shows that there
are no theories of penal substitution -or Divine appeasement in the
New Testament." One of the reviewers of this book says that the
student will find in this author's work" the refusal to allow that
St. Paul can rightly be claimed as a teacher of a doctrine of satisfaction
and substitution."
A reviewer in The British Weekly speaks of this work as " This solid
and thoroughly interesting book . . . positive and intensely evangelical." .Think of it! A book which denies the doctrine of substitution is referred to as "intensely evangell:cal."
The Scots Observer calls this book" sincere and scholarly."
The revolt against the old Confessions is showing itself in the Church
of England. Long ago the Ritualists spoke of the Thirty-nine Articles
as" The forty stripes save one laid on the back of the Anglican Clergy."
The Union Review in 1870 said: "We venture to assert tha.t one
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of the most imperative reforms in the Church of England is the total
abolition of these Thirty-nine Articles."
Another Ritualist wrote, " The sooner we are rid of the Thirty-nine
Articles the better."
In the year 1929 a Commission was appointed by the Church Assembly
to inquire into the staffing of parishes. A summary of its report is
printed in The Times of November 22nd, 1930.
This Commission says: "The decline in the number of Ordination
candidates is due to the secularization of our time, to difficulties in
the formularies of our faith, to misunderstandings about the life and
work of the clergyman, to financial barriers. Assent to the Thirty-nine
Articles should be no longer required as part of the doctrinal test necessa1'y
for admission to holy orders." (Italics oure.)
Thus it is evident that there is a formidable movement in the Church
of England to scrap its great Confession of Faith.
We remember that one of the men ordained at the same time as we
were many years ago said to us, that it was" a beastly shame" that
we were required to subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles.
Those who value the old truths need to have their eyes open to see
the perils of the time. Everything is moving rapidly towards the
final predicted manifestation of full-blown apostasy. What need for
the injunction, " Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men,
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" HAS your religion ever kept you awake at night ~ Have you ever
esteemed it a mercy that you are out of hell? "-W. Tiptaft.
" SEMI-PELAGIANS, Dutch Arminians and others hold that regeneration
is brought about by man' co-operating with Divine influences applied
through the truth.' They are synergists.
"But man, until his nature-his fundamental disposition toward
God-has been radically changed, will not co-operate with God. He
will not choose to co-operate. Morally he is unable to do so. He is
self-determined to the contrary course by his own active desires, loves
and hates."-Proj. Thos. C. Johnson, Richmond, Va.
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NEO-EVANGELICALISM NOT PURE CHRISTIANITY.
By THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M;A.., RECTOR OF
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL. ~

WHAT is Christianity? The religion of Jesus Christ the Son of God,
Who was from all eternity appointed in the counsels of the Eternal
Trinity to satisfy the justice of God, which was outraged in the fall
of man, and to extend the benefits of that satisfaction to the complete and final justification, reconciliation, and restoration of a family
of men taken from among the ruined race and called God's Church,
made glorious, spotless, complete in Jesus, perfect before God, and
unchargeable with a single fault, even in the eyes of such a holy being
as He is.
It is made" meet for the Master's use "-for His presence and His
glory-all by the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, Who has
paid " to the uttermost farthing" the Church's debt to God without
any human or other agency whatever, so that the salvation secured
to the Church and every member of it is due to sovereign lovc, mercy,
and 'grace alone, of which God purposes it to be a monument for ever;
and therefore will not allow anything to appear in it from first to last
but what is of Himself, that it may be " to the praise of the gtory of
His grace."
The only means by which each member of Christ's redeemed Church
becomes a partaker of this salvation is faith or trustlin the Lord Jesus,
proclaimed to Him in the Gospel or good news of pardon, peace, resurrection, life, through Divine grace only. The power of faith is in the
word and by the Holy Spirit.
What is anti-Christianity? Satan's travestie, burlesque, and
counterfeit of God's plan of salvation, which gives the lie to Christ'
work from beginning to end, and therefore is itself one monster lie
in principle and practice.
1. Its church is human, carnal, earthly.
2. Its salvation is conditional on participation III certain human
rites called sacraments.
3. It employs a human priesthood, and proposes to offer to God
bloodless sacrifices.
4. It approaches God through certain superstitious observances,
postures of the body, days, ceremonies, vestments, ornaments, furniture, stationery, painting, cloths, vessels, etc., all to perish in the
using.
5. By penances and self mortifications it represents God as cruel,
tyrannical, and unjust.
6. It ignores the work of Jesus by representing the sinner as still
bound to servitude and suffering for sin.
7. It makes man the enlister of the eternal resting of his fellow man.
In short, it contradicts at every point the blessed system of salvation
by grace, and is a scheme of lying, imposture, blasphemy, cruelty,
perjury, impurity, cupidity, dishonesty, hatred, strife, murder, idolatry,
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and everything abhorrent to the religion of the" holy, harmless, undefiled Jesus."
What is genuine Evangelicalism 1 It is pure Christianity, without
any admixture of anti-Christianity whatever.
What is Neo-Evangelicalism 1 It is Christianity imperfectly purged
from the anti-Christianity under which it once lay and was smothered.
It should have emerged completely, but it has not done so; it is now
cumbered and disfigured with not a few marks of the old leaven, which
remove it far from the simple and beautiful scheme of "grace in
believing" which Jesus wrought. Neo-evangelicalism involves1. Mistaking a visible Church, composed of saints and sinners, for
the sign of the Lamb's unity.
2. Claiming God's favour for membership in such a Church.
3. Elevating episcopacy to a Divine ordinance.
4. Assuring for it peculiar blessings from God.
5. Attaching a sacerdotal character to the ministry.
6. Claiming a virtue ex opere operato for the sacraments.
7. Paying superstitious reverance to places and things.
8. Attaching a superstitious importance to words, signs, postures;
dresses, etc.
9. The chancel, with all its superstitious pretensions.
10. The font considered at least a fountain of life.
11. Modes of worship suited to carnal tastes.
12. Painting and sculpture forbidden of God.
13. Undue veneration for the Prayer-book.
14. Depreciation of pulpit work.
15. Reverence for the Church and its furniture.
16. Church brotherhood, elevated in practice above Christ brotherhood.
17. Church subjects all engrossing.
18. Importance of antiquity, apostolicity, traditional precedent, etc.
19. Dignitaries and their pretensions.
20. The world and its attractions.
None of these belongs to the religion of Jesus. They do belong, all
of them, to the religion of Satan. - If, therefore, Evangelicalism be
true Christianity, what is that Evangelicalism mixed with so many
elements of anti-Christianity 1
" WHILE regeneration is a sovereign act of God according to election,
it is an encouraging fact both for the sinner and the preacher of the
'Word, that God's regenerating grace is commonly bestowed where the
preparatory work is performed. This is the rule under the Gospel
dispensation. He who reads and meditates upon the Word of God
is ordinarily regenerated by the Holy Spirit, perhaps in the very act
of reading. 'While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell
on all them which heard the Word.''' (Acts x. 44.}-Shedd's Dogmatic
Theology, quoted by Prof. Thos. C. Johnson.
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"HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL."
You will all remember, my dear young readers, of Whom these very
striking words were spoken. A wonderful thing had happened, at
which the people who were watching were beyond measure astonished,
saying, " He hath done all things well" (Mark vii. 37). The words refer
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and are full of truth. What was the wonderful
miracle which caused them to be spoken 1 The Lord Jesus had made
a deaf man to hear, and had removed an impediment in his speech,
so that he was able to speak plainly.
The case was a very sad one, and his friends, who were sorry for
the man, brought him to Jesus and besought Him to lay His hands
upon him. It is a great affliction to be deaf, and therefore not able
to hear the voices of loved ones or of others who might be of use. This
poor man had not heard any of the precious words of Jesus, those
words of life which fell from His gracious lips. Perhaps he had seen
some of the wonderful cures, but had not realized that there was hope
for him.
Notice how the Lord Jesus aroused the man's interest. "He took
him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers into his ears, and
He spit, and touched his tongue." All this would be likely to lead
the man to trust in the power of Jesus to heal him. He Who knew
what was in man, knew the best way to treat each case. The Lord
then looked towards heaven, and pronounced the word of power-cc Be
opened. And straightway his ears were opened~and the string of his
tongue was loosed, and he spake plain."
In recording this miracle, Mark gives us the very word which Jesus
used-Ephphatha. You will remember that he also ells us the exact
words used, Talitha cumi, when the little daughter of Jairus was raised
from the dead. When the friends who had brought the man to Jesu
saw that he was completely cured, their delight was so great that they
called out, " He hath done all things well: He maketh both the deaf
to hear, and the dumb to speak."
This miracle reminds us of another kind of hearing brought to our
notice in the Bible. When the Lord Jesus said, " He that hath ears
to hear, let him hear," He was referring to what may be called the
inward ear of the soul. Two girls may be sitting together listening to
a faithful preacher of the Gospel. One may be quite unaffected by
what she hears, whilst in the case of the other girl the Lord by His
Spirit has opened her inward ear and caused her to hear the truth of
the Scriptures, that she acts upon it, believes, and turns to the Lord
with all her heart. A great change appears in her life, and she is
ready to hear the voice of the Lord Jesus as He speaks to her soul in
His Word. This is one of the marks of every real believer. "My
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me."
As you read your Bible, you will notice how very often this hearing
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of the soul is mentioned, and what beautiful' promises are connected
with it. If the Holy Spirit has graciously led you thus to hear the
voice of the Good Shepherd and to put your trust in Him, you will be
so full of thankfulness to Him for His great mercy that you will say,
like the friends of the man who was healed, " He hath done all things
well."
as known His love,
" And since my so
What mercies h s He made me prove;
Mercies which all my praise excel,
My Jesus has done all things well."
E. A. H.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" IN CANADA.
AN esteemed correspondent in Canada writes to us under date
December 13th last. In the course of his letter he says :"I always receive great benefit and blessing from your sound,
Scriptural Magazine, and every month, after I have read it, I mail it
to a friend of mine. . . . Even the out-and-out Fundamentalists in
this vicinity fail to proclaim God's Sovereignty and elective love;
and as for such truths as the Imputed Righteousness of Christ, one
scarcely ever hears them mentioned. . . . If ever there was a need
for definite Reformation preaching in this country, it is now.
" I was particularly interested in the December issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE on account of the excellent Memoir of Henry Wiles, the
sculptor. I am an artist, and do a great deal of carver's models for
stone, marble and granite. . . .
" I, alas! meet with very few Christians in the art world. I have
been nearly twenty-one years here, and would have loved to have
met Henry Wiles when I lived in England.
" I pray for God's richest blessing upon you, both in your pulpit
ministry and also in the editing of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the
coming year."
0, BUT see what this faith did for the dying thief, who cried, " Lord,
remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." And that is
what it will do for everyone born again. But there is always this
scarlet thread, this great truth, running through everything-the
blood of Christ. "The blood of Jesus Christ," the Son of God, " cleanseth from all sin." "Without shedding of blood is no remission."
The blood of Christ cleanses, its efficacy is infinite; and when on the
conscience it just clears a sinner. It brings the peace of God into
his conscience, " The peace of God which passeth all understanding."
Nobody can understand this peace; it is felt, it is enjoyed; it is a
perfect peace, because it is a holy peace; but the soul cannot understand why God should bestow it upon the vilest of sinners.-Mr.
J. K. Popham.
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In flllemotiam.
THE LATE MISS HAZELTON, OF LONDON.
(From a Kind Correspondent.)
THE beloved daughter of the late Mr. John E. Hazelton was called to
her everlasting rest on Sunday evening, November 23rd, 1930.
In the morning of that Lord's Day she attended His house as usual;
in the afternoon she took her class of little children in the Sunday
School; at 8.30 p.m. she quietly laid down all earth's duties and fell
asleep in Jesus.
The news of her sudden death came as a painful shock to her wide
circle of friends. At the Hornsey Rise Home of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society a sense of deep loss will long be felt. A lady visitor
there for the past six years, she was loved, not only for her own sake,
but as a strong link with the late Secretary, her honoured father.
Years of useful service apBeared to lie before her there, but the Word
" My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
of the Lord i~'
ways My ways' But we can bless Him that His ways and thoughts
are higher th n ours, as the heavens are higher than the earth.
Seven yea s ago Miss Hazelton passed through months of severe
trial. Sleepy sickness prostrated her, and her life hung in the balance.
Scarcely had she begun to recover a little strength when Mr. Hazelton's
health gave way, and in May, 1924, she experienced the deep sorrow
of his death. These hard things were sanctified to her. In the crisis
of her own illness the Lord drew near to her; she knew what it was
to lie passive in His hands; she saw Him and heard His voice. I
think she never afterwards doubted her standing in Him, however
she lamented her own coldness and distance. For her own comfort,
and his, she read Hart's Hymns to her dying father; the book Wa
her daily companion to the end of her own journey.
Our dear friend looked back to a day in early girlhood when the
Gospel came, not in word only to her but also in power. As the
second chapter of Ephesians was re.ad from the pulpit she was strangely
moved-" You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins" . . . "God, Who is rich in mercy, hath quickened us together
with Christ (by grace ye are saved)." She had found what she sought;
she was" brought nigh by the blood of Christ," finding access through
Him unto the Father. This chapter ever afterwards had a special
place in her heart. She believed firmly that faith is not only the
gift of God, but that every act of faith is by His operation; that what
the Lord gives His people they gather; and that without Him she
could do nothing. When she spoke therefore of helps by the way,
one felt they were more to her than the words might convey, and not
less. She feared to attribute to the Spirit what was only the fruit of
natural religion, and was reticent regarding her deepest feelings.
There was a singular appropriateness about the last sermon she
listened to, the text being, "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the
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house of God, and be more ready to hear than to give the ~acrifice of
fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God:
for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words
De few."
She was never robust, and although through great mercy she wonderfully recovered from the severe attack of encephalitis, we feared always
that increasing disability might result in invalidism. This would have
been a great trial to her. But that she was so soon and so suddenly to
be called away was, to all appearance, as far from her own thoughts as
from ours. This being so, there is a beautiful significance about what
proved to be last things. That very morning she returned to a young
friend an autograph album, in which she had written:
Saviour, if of Zion's city,
I through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I shall glory in Thy name.
Fading is the worldling's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show,
Solid joys and lasting treasure,
None but Zion's children know.
And a week before, to another she wrote:
Here's my claim, and here a.lone,
None a Sa.viour more can need;
Deeds of righteousness I've none,
No, not one good work to plead.
Not a glimpse of hope for me
Only in Gethsemane.
At her request we sang at home on a recent Sunday evening the
whole twenty-three verses of this wonderful hymn of Hart's. Our
dear one knew whom she had believed, and was persuaded that He
was able to keep that which she had committed to Him. She had
oil in her vessel with her lamp.
We realize now, as we did not when she was with us, that her hold
on time things became loose, and that she was weary of earth. While
in the last hymn of that evening service her friends were singing:
"I'll lay me down and sweetly sleep,
For I have peace with God,"
a slight seizure carried her into unconsciousness. Only a few minutes
after the doctor arrived, without a sigh, her ransomed spirit fled.
In the absence through illness of our friend Mr. Popham, the funeral
was conducted by her old friend, Mr. Bartlett, of Acton. About
sixty attended, among whom were many from the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, to pay their last tribute of respect and affection.
[We feel sure that our readers will be glad to have the above touching
account of the late Miss Hazelton, and will rejoice that though she is
now "absent from the body" she is "present with the Lord."EDITOR.]
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THE LATE MRS. SHAW, OF TYLDESLEY.

)

MR. JOHN T. SHAW, of Tyldesley, near Manchester, has written as
follows: "My mother passed peacefully away on September 21st last,
in her 92nd year. She has been a reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for more than sixty years, and greatly enjoyed its pages right to the
end of her days. In bed most of the time since last Christmas (though
not suffering much pain), she made the task of attending to her an
easy one by her cheerfulness and her appreciation of all that was done
for her. Many times she expressed the wish to go " Home," and said
that sb_e had more on the other side than on this one. . . . Her early
years were under the ministry of Mr. Seton and Mr. Starry at Pennington Church, near Leigh, Lancashire. Afterwards she sat for many
years under Dr. Hewlett at Astley Church. A believer in the doctrines
of grace she proved that they were doctrines to live by and to die with.
And now I wisb to continue with THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which h9s
been in my bome since I was a child."
We thank God for the grace which enables a son to bear such
tes1imony concerning bis mother, and we rejoice that the same truths
which were precious to tbe mother are also evidently precious to the
son. Would that this could always be said! May it be true of an
increasing number of families that THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE is welcomed
from one generation to another. Our tender sympathy is extended
to the members of this bereaved family.

t1Jroufitant )5eaC01l.
UNITED PRAISE: WHAT IT IS, AND, WHAT IT IS NOT.
By THE LATE REV. J. B. WADDINGTON, VICAR OF Low MOOR,
CLITHEROE, LANCASHIRE.
Author of Gospel Tracts, Catechisms, etc.

" God is a Spirit: and they that'worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth.-JOHN iv. 24.
I. WHAT IT IS.
1. PRAISE is a spiritual act, and is the highest and noblest worship,

which created and redeemed beings can offer in Heaven to their beneficent Creator and Redeemer. At the creation, "The morning stars
(angels) sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job
xxxviii. 7). In The Revelation we read that the redeemed" sung a
new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the
Seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
Thy Blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation"
(verse 9).
2. PRAISE has ever been a distinguishing mark of the redeemed on
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earth. It is recorded of the early believers that they " did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having
favour with all the people" (Acts ii. 46, 47). About eighty years afterwards we find Pliny informing the Roman Emperor that the Christians
were wont to meet together, on a stated day, before it was light, and
. to sing a hymn to Christ as God.
3. PRAISE was a characteristic of the followers of Wycliffe, who were
called Lollards or Psalm-singers. At the Reformation thousands
assembled at St. Paul's Cross to sing hymns of praise to God.
4. PRAISE in public should always be congregational, everyone singing heartily with the spirit and with the understanding also; for it is
the privilege and duty of all blood-bought people of God, who are thus
exhorted by the apostle: "Teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord" (Col. iii. 16).
"Let the people praise Thee, 0 God; let all the people praise
Thee" (Psalm lxvii. 5).

n.

WHAT IT IS NOT.
1. PRAISE is not the singing of a few worldly persons for the praise
and glory of themselves in hymns and anthems in which the congregation cannot join. "It is profanation to convert the House of God into
a place for a musical performance "-Dr. Bickersteth, Bishop of Ripon.
2. PRAISE is not singing our prayers. Petitioners would not so
insult an earthly sovereign.
3. PRAISE is not the appointed means for the conversion of sinners,
but the preaching of the Gospel. The late Canon Stowell said truly,
" It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching (and not by the foolishness of music) to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21). Music is not
the scriptural way of drawing people to Church. An eminent divine
says, that" When music is made the attraction it ceases to occupy the.
place which God designed for it as a handmaid of the Gospel."
4. PRAISE is not the fascination which many feel when listening to
beautiful sounds. St. Augustine wrote: "Whenever the singing of a
Psalm affects me more than the W9rds which are sung, then I am
guilty of sin."
In conclusion, a musical service is not a reasonable service, but is
the thin end of the Ritualistic wedge. The late Dr. Pusey, the great
leader of the Romanizing party gives the following advice to those
who wish to overthrow Protestantism: "Let a gradual change be
brought in. A choral service so far as Psalms and Canticles are concerned will train people to like a more ornate worship."
" I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say" (1 Cor. x. 15).

" THE whole Bible was written under such an influence as preserved
its human authors from all error, and makes it for the Church the
infallible rule of faith and practice."-Dr. C. Bodge.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Homes at Camberwell and Hornsey Rise were brightened at the
Christmas season, through the kindness of the visiting ladies, who
-provided special fare which was much appreciated. Visitors to the
Homes would be impressed with the gratitude expressed by the
pensioners for the goodness of God in making provision for their
declining days. Many of these aged pilgrims are far advanced in life,
and the opportunity of rendering them some little service because they
belong to Christ will soon have passed.
The Committee are grateful that a larger number of Churches have
sent in collections for the funds after services, and would be glad if all
those Churches whose members benefit could so favour them.
There will (n.v.) be a Servicein the interest of the Society at Lynton
Road Baptist Chapel in the evening of February 26th.

Jl\.ebiellls anll jtotices of iSooks .
WHENCE? MAN'S ORIGIN." By John M. Hunt. Pp. 28. Price Id.,
or 8d. per dozen, or 4/9 per 100. (Mr. J. M. Hunt, 39, Willingdon
Road, Eastbourne, Sussex.)
We have read this booklet with great thankfulness. It is a splendid
exposure of the folly of EV91ution. The author takes his stand on the
inspired Word of God, and shows clearly that the doctrine of evolution
is absolutely contrary to the teaching of Scripture. He rightly quotes
Professor Huxley as saying that, " Evolution, if consistently adopted,
makes it absolutely impossible to believe the Bible."
Many people have not access to larger works on this subject. The
writer of this booklet deals very clearly, simply and, we might say,
exhaustively, with the subject in small compass.
We would recommend all ministers and Sunday-school teachers to
read it. People of means who value the old truths would do well to
order a hundred copies and circulate them. The booklet can be
enclosed in ordinary square envelopes.
We warmly commend it, and hope it may have a very large circulation.
•<

We have received" THE CONQUEST OF THE AIR," by W. WILEMAN, a
four-paged tract, to be had from the author, at 44, Caddington
Road, Cricklewood, London, N.W., at 1/6 per 100.
Without endorsing all the arguments used we feel that it would be
a mercy if the nations abandoned the use of aeroplanes and airships
altogether.
We have also received" REST IN PROSPECT," a sermon preached by
cthe late Rev. J. J. West, M.A. It can be had from the Sovereign
Grace Union, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.K-5. Price 2d.
post free.

