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THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF DIVINE GRACE.

" By the grace of GOD I am what Iam."1 CORINTHIANS xv. 10.
THE Apostle Paul begins this chapter by reminding the Corinthian
saints of the two great Gospel truths which he had preached to
them, and which had been the means of their salvation. First, he
had declared that "CHRIST died for our sins according to the
Scriptures," and, secondly, he had preached that, "He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures." Moreover, he had
not only proclaimed the great fact of our LORD'S resurrection from
the dead, but he had produced proofs of this great truth. He had
told them of the many who had seen Him after His resurrection.
On one occasion" He was seen of above five hundred brethren at
once," of whom the greater part were still alive. Besides this, the
apostle points to four different occasions when the LORD showed
Himself to one or more of His followers. In addition, however,
to these witnesses of our LORD'S resurrection from the dead, the
apostle bears his own personal testimony. "Last of all," he says,
" He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." In that
ever-eventful period in his life when the apostle was nearing
Damascus the risen LORD had appeared to him. He, too, then
had " seen JESUS CHRIST" after He had risen. He" had seen the
LORD in the way" (Acts ix. 27). He had heard His voice saying,
" I am JESUS of Nazareth, Whom thou persecutest" (Acts :xxii. 7,8).
The recollection of that great event could not be recalled by
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the apostle without feelings of deep humiliation. He knew what
a bitter persecutor of GOD'S saints he had been. He knew how
he had ruthlessly opposed the spread of the Gospel. Hence he felt
utterly unworthy to be called an apostle of the LORD. The great
change in his life, however, he attributed solely to the grace of GOD.
" By the grace of GOD I am what I am: and His grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of GOD which wa
with me."
The apostle's experience was thus a marvellous illustration of
the transforming power of GOD'S grace. Of that grace let us think.
1. First, it is evident that the grace of GOD had marked him of} as
an object of Divine mercy.
He says, "When it pleased GOD, Who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His ox in
me, that I might preach Him among the heathen" (Gal. i. 15, 16).
The language which the apostle uses here is very strih..ring. He
looks back not merely to the time when in the vigour of his manhood he was effectually and Divinely called by grace, but to the
period before his birth. He in effect declares that GOD had set His
love upon him before he was born, and that He had then marked
him off and separated him to be one of the objects of His mercy,
and one of the preachers of His Gospel. Before his birth he had
done neither good nor evil. Not, therefore, on the ground of any
merit in himself, but solely because of GOD'S good pleasure and
grace, was he separated in the Divine purpose before he was born,
that eventually he might experience GOD'S saving grace and be
a preacher of His Gospel. Similar language is used of the prophet
Jeremiah. The LORD said to him, "Before I formed thee in the
belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb
I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations "
(J er. i. 5).
The Apostle Paul was thus" a chosen vessel" to bear CHRIST'S
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel
(Acts ix. 15). During all his previous life, therefore, before his
conversion, he was the object of GOD'S gracious purposes, and all
his previous experiences were no doubt designed to fit him for the
great work of his life.
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Now, what was true of Paul is true of all the saints of GOD.
GoD'S love to them does not date merely from the time of their
conversion. It goes much farther back. The language which
the apostle uses of himself and Timothy may rightly be used of all
believers. They can truly say, "GOD hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling not according to our works, but according
to His Own purpose and grace, which was given us in CHRIST JESUS
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Of all believers, then, it may be said that the grace of GOD and
the purpose of GOD have marked them off to be the objects of
GOD'S saving mercy. The LORD has loved them in eternity, and
the experience of this grace is felt in time, and will be consummated
in glory.
2. Secondly, it is evident that the grace of GOD in due time humbled
and saved Saul of Tarsus.
Beloved and chosen in CHRIST, as he was, from eternal times,
the set time came for this proud, self-righteous and persecuting
Pharisee to be humbled to the dust. "After the most straitest
sect," he says, " of our religion I lived a Pharisee." At that time
he verily thought that he ought to do many things contrary to the
name of JESUS of Nazareth. He had no love for Him, and no
belief in His Divine Sonship and Messiahship. Hence," many of
the saints," he says, "did I shut up in prison, having received
authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death,
I gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every
synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange
cities" (Acts xxvi. 5, 9-11). With his mind thus full of bitter
enmity against" the disciples of the LORD," he obtained authority
to visit the synagogues of Damascus and to bring "bound unto
Jerusalem" any of the LORD'S disciples whom he found there.
Just, however, as he came near Damascus suddenly there shone
from heaven a light, above the brightness of the sun, and he fell
to the earth in fear, and heard a voice saying in the Hebrew tongue,
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ~" In great astonishment
he said, "Who art Thou, LORD ~" The answer came, "I am
JESUS of Nazareth, Whom thou persecutest." Not only, however,
did he hear the voice of JESUS, but he saw His face. The LORD,
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even JESUS, appeared unto Him in the way. He saw the risen
and exalted JESUS of Nazareth. Then, after all, I am utterly
mistaken, he must have thought. JESUS of Nazareth, Whom my
fellow-countrymen despised, rejected, and crucified, must have
risen from the dead and ascended in body to the Majesty on high.
He must, therefore, be the eternal SON of GOD, the long-promised
REDEEMER, and yet I have been persecuting His saints, injuring
them even unto death, and blaspheming His holy name. I ha,e
been" a blasphemer, and a persecutor and injurious." "LORD,'
he said, "What wilt Thou have me to do 1" Ignorantly and in
unbelief I have been putting Thy saints into prison and have had
many of them put to death. I have been devoting all my energie
to stamp out and extinguish the cause of JESUS of azareth. Oh
the mistake I have been making! Oh, the awful sin I have been
committing! I acknowledge my sin. I own that I am the chief
of sinners. Now, LORD, I own Thee as my Divine LORD. I
believe Thou art the SON OF GOD. I believe that Thou wa t
wounded on the cross for my transgressions and bruised for my
iniquities. What, LORD, wilt Thou now have me to do 1 I fall
at Thy feet, ready by Thy grace to be obedient to Thy commands,
to own Thee as my supreme MASTER, to devote myself wholly to
Thy service.
" Arise," was the LORD'S answer, "and go into the city and i
shall be told thee what thou shalt do." His eyes now blinded. he
was led into the city, and for three days he neither did eat nor
drink. What his thoughts were during that time we can only
imagine, but evidently it had pleased GOD to reveal His Sax in
him, and to call him by His grace. Grace humbled him to the
dust. The grace of GOD, by His SPIRIT, convinced him that he
was a sinner, nay even the Chief of sinners, and now for the first
time in his life he became a man of real, heartfelt prayer. The
LORD could say of him, "Behold, he prayeth." His bodily and
his mental eyes were opened. He was filled with the HOLY GHO T,
and he arose and was baptized and was numbered amongst the
disciples of the despised JESUS of Nazareth. "And straightway
in the synagogues he proclaimed JESUS, that He is the SON of GoD.
And all that heard him were amazed." "Vhat a mighty change
in his life! He was a preacher of the faith which once he destroyed.
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Grace struck him down, grace humbied him, grace convinced him
of sin, grace revealed CHRIST in him, grace blotted out his sins
through the blood of JESUS, grace called, justified and saved him.
The grace of our LORD was exceeding abundant towards this chief
of sinners, and he "obtained mercy." ,Vhat an encouragement
his case is to poor convinced sinners now!
Hear what this grace-saved sinner says for the encouragement
of other poor sinners. "Howbeit for this cause, I obtained mercy,
that in me first JESUS CHRIST might shew forth all longsu:£fering,
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to life
everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16).
Are we, dear readers, amongst the grace-saved people of GOD ~
If so, shall we not say with John Newton,
" Amazing grace! how sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.
" 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed."
3. Thirdly, notice that the gmce of GOD made him a great labourer
in the LORD'S vineyard.
This was partly the end for which He was chosen and called.
GOD separated him from his mother's womb, and called him by
His grace, and revealed His SON in him, that he might preach
CHRIST among the Gentiles. He was a chosen vessel to bear
CHRIST'S name before the Gentiles, and kings and the children of
Israel. The LORD appeared to him to make him a minister and
a witness of what he had seen, and of what the LORD would teach
him when he revealed to him the full truth of the Gospel. He
sent him forth to be the means of opening the eyes of Jews and
Gentiles, and of turning them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto GOD (see Acts ix. 15; xxvi. 16-18;
Gal. i. 11, 12; ii. 15, 16). Unto him was grace given that he !night
preach among the Gentiles "the unsearchable riches of CHRIST"
(Eph. iii. 7, 8). Grace made him a minister. Grace enabled him
to preach the Gospel of the grace of GOD. Under the influence
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of Divine grace he laboured more abundantly than all the other
apostles. He travelled more, he preached more, he wrote more.
" Yet," he says, "not I, but the grace of GOD which was with me."
It was the GoD of all grace Who enabled him to engage in his
prodigious labours. He gave to him bodily, mental and spiritual
strength. Unreservedly, therefore, he gave to GOD all the glory.
"Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working,
which worketh in me mightily" (Col. i. 29). How much we need
to follow the apostle in attributing all we are and all we do in the
LORD'S name to the grace of GOD. No flesh must glory in the
Divine presence. We have absolutely no ground for boasting, no
ground for self-congratulation. To GOD'S name must be given all
the glory.
4. Fourthly, the grace 0/ GOD abundantly owned the apostle s
labours.
However abundant he was in labour, his work would all ha,e
been in vain had it not been for the regenerating and saving grace
of GOD which went along with his testimony. He planted, and
Apollos watered, but it was GOD Who gave the increase. " 0
then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth;
but GOD That giveth the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 6, 7). Wherever
the apostle went he preached the pure, unadulterated Gospel of the
grace of GOD. He preached" repentance toward GOD, and faith
toward our LORD JESUS CHRIST." He declared" all the counsel
of GOD." CHRIST was the great theme of His preaching, JE U
CHRIST and Him crucified. He proclaimed redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of Divine
grace. It could never be said-of him that he preached Christless
sermons. Moreover, all his sermons were based on the Scripture.
He "reasoned with them out of the Scriptures." This preaching
came not in word only, but in power and in the HOLY GHOST. The
LORD by His SPIRIT opened the hearts of large numbers of Hi
hearers that they welcomed the truths preached, and received the
engrafted word which made them wise unto salvation. The
marvellous results which followed his labours in Thessalonica,
Berea, Ephesus, Corinth, Philippi and other places were wholly
due to the grace of GOD. It was the LORD Who by His ~PIRIT
quickened and saved the objects of Divine mercy. By His grace
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they were saved. Though dead in sin, GOD had quickened them,
and created them in CHRIST JESUS.
It is the grace of GOD that bringeth salvation to-day. No sinner
can be saved except through Divine grace. "It is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD That sheweth
mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). To the GOD of all grace we need to look
for blessing on our labours. He only can break hard hearts. He
only can humble proud sinners. He only can quicken dead sinners.
Our heart's desire and prayer to GOD should be that He may put
forth His saving power. In the presence of the dead in sin we are
helpless.
" Revive Thy work, 0 LORD,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."

5. Lastly, the grace 01 GOD enabled the apostle to endure hard'P.£ss
as a good soldier 01 JESUS CHRIST.
" I will shew him how great things he must sufler for My name's
sake" (Acts ix. 16). How true these words were in the apostle's
experience! Who ever suffered more than he for Christ's sake ~
Not only were his labours more abundant than those of others, but
his sufferings would seem to have been more abundant also.
He suffered from imprisonments, stripes, beatings, shipwrecks,
perilous journeys, false brethren, pain, weariness, hunger, cold and
nakedness. Wherever he went bonds and afflictions awaited him.
But with the courage of a true soldier of JESUS CHRIST he said,
" None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the LORD JESUS, to testify the Gospel
of the grace of GOD" (Acts xx. 24). What was the secret of his
indomitable courage ~ It was the enabling grace of GOD. Divine
grace was sufficient for him. Enabling grace was made to abound,
so that he always, having all sufficiency in all things, abounded to
every good work. He had learned in whatsoever state he was,
therewith to be content. He knew how to be abased, and how
to abound, how to be full, and to be hungry, and to suffer need.
Through CHRIST Who strengthened him he was able to do all
things. He regarded the sufferings of this present time as not
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worthy to be compared with the glory which was to be revealed.
In comparison with the" eternal weight of glory" he regarded the
present sufferings as " light affliction which is but for a moment."
Like Moses, "he endured, as seeing Him 'Who is invisible"
(Heb. xi. 27).
So fully did he magnify the grace of GOD that he got more and
more humble. At one time he owned that he was "not meet to
be called an apostle." Later, he regarded himself as, "less than
the least of all saints." Still later, he spoke of himself as the
chief of sinners-" sinners, of whom I am chief" (1 Cor. xv. 9 ;
Eph. iii. 8; 1 Tim. i. 15).
Truly, we may speak of the transforming power of Divine grace.
May we have grace to magnify the grace of GOD. May His grace
be so bountifully bestowed upon us that we may always unreservedly give to Him the sole glory, and say, " Not I, but the grace of
GOD which was with me."
" Grace the good work begins,
And grace completes the same;
Grace shall constrain my soul to raise
Hosannas to the LAMB."
(Richard Burnham, 1794.)
Whiti1~gton

Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

A MATTER OF IMPORTANCE.
" Examine ymtrselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your men selves."
2 CORINTHIANS xiii. 5.
Come, say, is Jesus thy supreme delight ~
Or art thou wrapt in black Egyptian night ~
Come, test thy heart with God's blest word and see
If to His Name a spark of love there be.
If love there be, His word to you declares
He's loved thee-then banish all thy fears.
His love's unchanging, and 'tis heaven's decree,
That, having lov'd, He ever will love thee.
Love caused thee first to seek His precious Name,
Love pardons sin, presents you free from blame;
Love holds thee up, preserves, and keeps thee fast,
And love will take thee home to heaven at last.
(Zion's Trumpet.)
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"WHOM WE PREACH."
" Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in
all wisdom,. that we may present every man perfeot in Ohrist
Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving according to His
working, Whioh worketh in me mightily."-COLOSSIANS i. 28, 29.

WE have here the Apostle Paul's own description of His ministry.
'When he wrote this epistle he was a prisoner in Rome. He had
long laboured as an apostle of Christ. During the whole of that
period his ministry of the Word had been marked by the description of it here given. The theme of his preaching was Christ,
" Whom we preach." The oharaoter of it was such that it consisted
of warning and teaching. The manner in which he preached may
be summed up in the words "in all wisdom." The power by
which he preached was the power of Him Who wrought in him
mightily. The great aim, end and objeot of his preaching was that
he might "present every man perfect in Christ Jesus."
What an example to all ministers is the Apostle Paul! Well
would it be if all preachers could truthfully describe their ministry
in the language of the apostle. We pray that it may be profitable
to our readers to meditate on these words of the great apostle.
1. First let us think of the theme of his preaching.
The apostle says, " Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we
preaoh." Christ, then, was the great theme, the constant theme
of his preaching.
Immediately after his conversion we read, " And straightway in
the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that He is the Son of God"
(Acts ix. 20, R.V.).
At Thessalonica his ministry is thus described: "Paul, as his
manner was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned
with them out of the Scriptures, opening and alleging that Christ
must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and
that this Jesus, Whom I preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts xvii.
2, 3). This passage shows that all his knowledge of Christ was
taken from the Scriptures. He preached Him" out of the Scriptures," as He is there set forth. It was not a Christ of his own
imagination Whom he preached, but the Christ as set forth in the
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inspired Word of God. He preached His atoning sufferings and
His triumphant resurrection, and he preached that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Christ Whose coming was foretold in the
Scriptures.
When writing to the Corinthians, he said, " We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord" (2 Cor. iv. 5).
Preaching Christ was the constant theme of all the apostles and
of other labourers in apostolic times. "Daily in the temple, and
in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ"
(Acts v. 42).
When Philip went down to Samaria he "preached Christ unto
them." When he expounded the fifty-third of Isaiah he "began
at the same Scripture, and preached unto him (the eunuch) Jesus '
(Acts viii. 5, 35). This is the business of every God-sent minister
of the Gospel. You cannot preach the Gospel without preaching
Christ. No minister is to be " ashamed of the Gospel of Christ'
(Rom. i. 16).
Paul preached the Person of Christ. He preached that He is
the Son of God. God in mercy and grace "sent forth His on to
redeem them that were under the law." That Son is a Divine
Person, "Who is over all, God blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5).
" By Him," says the apostle, " were all things created," " and He
is before all things, and by Him all things consist." He is therefore
the eternal Son of the eternal God (see Col. i. 13, 16, 1i). The
Divine Son, however, without ceasing to be God, became Man.
"His Son Jesus Christ our Lord . . . was made of the seed of
David according to the flesh" (Rom. i. 3). Of David's seed did
God" according to His promise raise unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus "
(Acts xiii. 23). Thus," the Son, Which is the Word of the Father,
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal God,
and of one substance with the Father, took man's nature in the
womb of the blessed Virgin, of her substance; so that two whole
and perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood,
were joined together in one Person, never to be divided, whereof
is one Christ, very God, and very Man" (Article Il). This is the
Christ ·Whom Paul preached. There is no other Christ.
He preached the work of Christ. He preached His obedience
unto death whereby His people are justified. "By the obedience
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of Christ shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). His
obedience unto death is imputed unto them. The apostle knew
nothing among men" save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." But
why was He crucified 1 Why did He die 1 "Christ died for
our sins," i.e., He died for His people's sins, "according to the
Scriptures." "For the transgression of My people was He
stricken" (Isa. liii. 8; 1 Cor. xv. 3).
"When we (His people) were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly." " While we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us" (Rom. v. 5, 8).
Here is good news. The chosen people of God are ungodly and
guilty sinners. The wages of their sin is death, but the good news
comes to them that Christ died for them. Hence there is, therefore, no condemnation for them. They can go on their way
rejoicing that Christ took their place, and that with His stripes
they are healed. Can you, dear readers, rejoice in Christ as your
holy Substitute 1
The apostle preached the exaltation oj Ohrist.
He "was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for
our justification" (Rom. iv. 25). His death was followed by His
resurrection and His session at the right hand of God. God highly
exalted Him, and set Him at His Own right hand. There He ever
liveth to make intercession for His people (see Rom. viii. 34;
Eph. i. 20; Phil. ii. 9).
Having fully exhausted the penalty which His people's sins
merited, death could no longer hold Him. Their justification had
been secured. Hence He must needs rise, and take His seat on the
right hand of the Majesty on high. His people can now say, "We
have a great high Priest, That is passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God." We have One to Whom all power is given to
help and to bless us. We have One Who can fully sympathize
with us in our trials and temptations. We have an Advocate with
the Father. We have an exalted, a kingly, an omnipotent, a
sympathetic Saviour, Who is able to save them completely that
come unto God by Him.
Paul also preached the Coming of Ohrist.
The same Christ Who died, rose again, and was exalted to the
throne, is coming back to receive and welcome His redeemer!
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people unto Himself. The Lord Jesus Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God. Then His people shall be caught up to meet Him,
and they shall then" ever be with the Lord" (see 1 Thess. iv. 16-17).
Christ was the inexhaustible theme of the apostle's preaching,
and He should always be the great theme of the testimony of all
preachers of the Gospel. All labourers should bear witness of Him.
2. Secondly, notice the character of his preaching.
It consisted partly of "warning every man."
He warned sinners of coming judgment. Like John the Bapti t,
He warned of coming wrath. Before Felix and Drusilla ' he
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come."
To the Athenian sinners he said that God" hath appointed a day,
in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man
·Whom He hath ordained." That Man will be "revealed from
heaven, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts xvii. 31;
xxiv. 25; 2 Thess. i. 7, 8).
He warned the saints. Speaking to the elders of the Church in
Ephesus he warned them of " grievous wolves" who would enter
in among them, and not spare the flock. "Therefore watch, and
remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn
everyone night and day with tears" (Acts xx. 29-31).
Such warning is needed to-day. The saints need to beware of
false prophets. They are to test them whether they be of God.
They are not to welcome them nor bid them God-speed ( ee Matt.
vii. 15; 1 John iv. 1; 2 John 10). These men may come with
" good words and fair speeches," but they are to be avoided (Rom.
xvi. 17, 18).
To the Corinthian saints the apostle says, " As my beloved sons
I warn you" (1 Cor. iv. 14). Paul's preaching also took the form
of "teaching every man." He taught "the word of the Lord:'
He based all His teaching on the law of Moses and the prophet-.
From the inspired Old Testament Scriptures he taught "those
things which concern the Lord Jesus" (Acts xv. 35; xxviii. 23, 31).
The apostle was not amongst those who disparage the Old
Testament, and who regard it as legendary, mythical, and fabulous.
He taught both publicly and privately the need of " repentance
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toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts xx.
20, 21). He testified the Gospel of the grace of God, and shunned
not to declare all the counsel or purpose of God. His epistles show
that he spake of God's purposes in eternity, of the manifestation
of His redeeming and regenerating work in time, and of the glory
He intends to bestow upon His people in the future.
3. Thirdly, we may notice the 'lr!anner of His preaching.
How did he preach ~ "In all wisdom." This does not mean
human wisdom. The apostle says, " Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to preach the Gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect." "Not with the
enticing words of man's wisdom" did he preach. The apostle did
not wish to draw attention to human wisdom. He did not wish
to obscure the Gospel with mere oratorical speech. The things
which he taught were "not in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth" (1 Cor. i. 17;
ii. 1, 4, 5, 13).
The apostle warned and taught his hearers under the influence
of Divinely-imparted wisdom. Peter refers to this wisdom when
he says, " Even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the
wisdom given unto him hath written unto you" (2 Pet. iii. 15).
The mind of the apostle was penetrated with the wisdom which
is from above. It was saturated with Bible wisdom. The word
of Christ no doubt dwelt in him "richly in all wisdom" (Col.
iii. 16), and according to this wisdom he preached. His teaching
and preaching were thoroughly scriptural. He clearly grasped
the whole counsel of God, and he therefore skilfully preached the
Gospel of the grace of God.
Much of present-day preaching is not really derived from
Scripture. The phraseology employed is often derived from
unsound hymns, or from texts wrested from their primary meaning
and from their context; or is a phraseology born of mere zeal which
is not according to a clear knowledge of Scripture. It follows
that a mere novice is unfit to preach the Gospel. There is need
to become mighty in the Scriptures if the Gospel is to be scripturally
preached. Spiritual wisdom and skill, and the teaching of the
Holy Ghost are needed if Gospel truth is to be scripturally
unfolded.
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4. Fourthly, let us notice the Power connected with his preaching.

The apostle refers to this when he says, "Whereunto I also
labour, striving according to His working, which worketh in me
mightily." Weak in himself, he depended on the power of the
Holy Ghost. He preached "in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power" (2 Cor. ii. 4).
It is God Which worketh in His people both to will and to do
of His good pleasure (see Phil. ii. 13).
The Lord worked mightily in the apostle, and in that power the
apostle engaged in his abundant labours. " Yet not I," he said,
" but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Cor. xv. 10).
The Gospel which he preached came to his hearers "not in
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost" (1 Thess. i. 5).
In the power of the Spirit the apostle preached, and that same
Spirit accompanied and used the message.
The apostles and others "preached the Gospel . . . with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven" (1 Pet. i. 12). Who is
sufficient in these days to preach the Gospel 1 Only those who
realize that their sufficiency is of God. More and more we need
to realize our own helplessness and insufficiency, and more and
more we need to go forth in the strength of the Lord God.
5. Lastly let us notice the final end, aim, and object of his preaching.
"That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus."
First, the apostle preached that he might be the instrument in
turning men from darkness to light, and from the power of atan
unto God. Then he preached, warned, and taught that eventually
he might be able to present his regenerated hearers as full-grown
believers in union with Christ Jesus.
He desired his regenerated hearers to grow in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He desired that they should become
mature and full-grown children of God-children capable of
digesting strong meat and of profiting thereby. The word for
" perfect" used by the apostle means full-grown, of full age, mature.
"Be not children," he said, "in understanding: howbeit in
malice be ye children, but in understanding be men" (of a ripe age).
He desired his hearers to become ripe Christians. He warned
and taught them to that end (see 1 Cor. xiv. 20; Eph. iv. 13, 14 ;
Heb. v. 14).
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Ministers should teach the Lord's people that they may thereby
become mature, and the Lord's people should attend a teaching
ministry that they may grow in heavenly knowledge.
All this implies comprehensive teaching vf Bible truth on the
part of a minister, and regular attendance on such a ministry, as
well as private, regular, and prayerful study of the Word, on the
part of God's people.
The great and final end of the apostle's ministry was that he
might, when the Lord returns, present all his saved hearers as fullgrown believers who were in vital union with Christ. He wished
to be able to say, Here are those whom I have by the grace of God
instructed. I present them to Thee, my adorable Lord, as companies of full-grown children of the living God. "For," as he
says to the Thessalonian saints, "what is our hope, or joy, or
crown of rejoicing 1 Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at His coming 1 For ye are our glory and joy" (1
Thess. ii. 19, 20). God's people should not be content to be mere
babes in Christ. To be a babe in Christ is an immense mercy, but
it is a great evil if God's children, through a failure to feed regularly
on all that God has revealed, should remain immature.
It is one of the sad features of the present day that so many
professing Christians are so deficient in the full knowledge of God's
Word. There is great need that we should increasingly grasp the
full truth, and that that truth should also so grasp and influence
us that our walk and conversation may be conformable therewith.
Oh that we may sit more at the feet of the Lord Himself, and hear
His Word, and learn of Him!
" Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near:
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there."
(Anne Steele.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

" IF you find no better help than your own will and your own arm,
your house will be down at last, and bury you in its ruins."-John
Berridge.
5
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WELLSPRINGS.
" What have they seen in thine house? "-2 KINGS xx. 15.
HAVE you ever made even a brief study or survey, dear reader, of
the questions of the Word of God 1 If so, you will have discovered
what a very important part they have in the Scriptures of Truth.
It is told how the great commentator Matthew Henry commenced
to take the questions of Scripture for the subject of his Bible readings,
and it took him thirty years at intervals. He commenced with" Adam,
where art thou 1" and ended with" What city is like unto this great
city 1 "
Now here we have for our meditation one of the very solemn and searching questions of the Word. "What have they seen in thine house 1 "
was asked of the godly King Hezekiah. Let us briefly glance through
his history as King of Judah. His name signified strong in the Lord,
and was very significant of his strength being in the Lord. For we
read of the wonderful acts which marked his godly reign, being
approved of the God in Whom he trusted and Whose wi dom and
strength he sought. He was the son of that wicked Ahaz, "Which
reminds us how sovereign is grace, and how the Lord" setteth up
one and putteth down another," and His sovereign mercy reacheth
unto whom He will. If we glance through Hezekiah's history we
find some such gracious records as this. He" did right in the sight
of the Lord." He restored pure worship; exhorted the Levites to
sanctify themselves and cleanse the temple, and so readily and
willingly did they work to cleanse away all the filthiness, that they
sanctified the house of the Lord in eight days, and then the King
Hezekiah rose and went up and worshipped, ofIering solemn and
acceptable sacrifices. "And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people:
for the thing was done suddenly." He proclaims a solemn passo,er;
destroys the altars of idolatry; taught the people good knowledge;
and with such willingness did the people bring their ofIerings, that
when the King saw the heaps and inquired of this great store, Azariah
the chief priest " answered him and said, Since the people began to
bring the ofIerings into the house of the Lord, we have had enough
to eat, and have left plenty; for the Lord hath blessed his people; and
that which is left is this great store." And thus the Lord prospered
them, because "Hezekiah wrought that which was good and right
and truth before the Lord his God." And then we think of the great
deliverance wrought for His servant over Sennacherib, King of Assyria.
Oh! how often have the children of God loved to read of that wonderful
time when, having received the blasphemous messages and letters
and threatenings, " Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet, prayed
and cried to the God of heaven." We think of the urgency of their
cry and the sureness of their being heard. And as surely as the Lord
heard His servants' cries and promised concerning the King of Assyria,
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" He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it," so did it come to
pass. "The angel of the Lord went out and smote in the camp of
the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand" in that one
night and delivered His dear servant according to His promise.
Now, beloved, we have but briefly commented on the blessings attending the reign of this godly king, because his ways pleased and honoured
the Lord, and I invite your attention now to the significance of the
words, quoted in all their three contexts, "In those days Hezekiah
was sick unto death." It is not only that this sickness overtook him
but what followed in those days, the days when he had received so
much blessing from the Lord, experienced such marvellous deliverances, and been the subject of such signal mercies! Oh, Satan is
indeed a wily foe! He is ever watching his opportunity and, depend
upon it, he would not let such a God-blessed life as was Hezekiah's
pass without using every device to trip him up. And he finds his
subtle vigilance at last rewarded. The King is sick and weak; and
he is sorrowful at the thought of dying without a son to succeed him.
The man of God does the wisest, best, and only effectual thing. He
is " sick unto death," and the prophet is commanded of the Lord
to tell him to "set his house in order for he shall die and not live.
Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the
Lord." He was exceedingly sorrowful, for we are told "he wept
sore" or with great weeping. And in his after-relation of this solemn
time of aflliction we have but to glance through Isaiah xxxviii. to see
bis attitude of heart and mind, and we read our own sad experience
there. Have not you and I said, " I shall not see the Lord "~ Did
we not" reckon" that He would make an end of us ~ Have we not
" chattered" and "mourned" and cried " I am oppressed" ~ But,
blessed be God, neither King Hezekiah nor you nor I have been
permitted to stay there! The cry has been wrung from our hearts
by Him Who had gone forth for our deliverance, "0 Lord, I am
oppressed, undertake-be surety for me." And the Lord in His
mercy heard and answered, as He does in every case of His children's
dire distress and need. He healed His servant and added unto his
life fifteen years, and Hezekiah was the only man of whom we ever
read that he knew how long he had to live! He recovers and, by
a most specious artifice of the great enemy of souls, he is now tripped
up. The devil is never more pleased than when he can roll a child
of God in the mud. It takes so little to lead us astray. The moment
you and I are off our watchtower, we may be on our downward path.
"The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wickedwho can know it ~ "
To think that we can ever hanker after the world from which we
have been so mercifully delivered. To think we can and do foster
pride in our hearts, the pride of position, of wealth, of our homes.
But we do, dear readers, and the Lord will have us constantly reminded
in His grace, forbearance and mercy, that our hearts are going astray
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after such things, and that He must stain our pride and humble
us; empty us of worldly vanities, blast our earthly schemes of joy,
and show us how our treasure is above and there should our hearts
be also.
.
Hezekiah is actually flattered and pleased with the traitorous letters
and present sent him on his recovery by the heathen King of Babylon.
He receives the messengers and was actually" glad of them." And
he " showed them all the house of his precious things, the silver and
the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house
of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was
nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah showed
them not."
How often have we to our sorrow experienced declension after a
time of great spiritual joy and special soul-feasting! A reaction a
it were sets in and carelessness follows it up, and then unless the Lord
pluck us from it in mercy, we begin a downward step. Coldness of
heart, deadness of soul, shyness and even disinclination to approach
the mercy-seat. Oh, beloved, we know it all, and cannot throw a
stone at another! Neglecting private as well as public prayer,
careless reading of the Word and slighting diligent study of i. e ting
little value on our Gospel privileges, indulging a spirit of worldline-s,
thinking lightly of sin, harbouring a form of idolatry in om heart ,
will soon see declension and backsliding, and, unless our God of mercy
snatch us from our awful state, a grievous fall must follow. And
in reference to those who are fast nearing the end of a long pilgrim
life of goodness and mercy. There is nothing sadder than declension
in old age or after a time of signal mercies. Oh, pray much and often
that according to the promises you and I shall" still bring forth fruit
in old age." "Watch and pray" against every intrigue of tan to
beguile you; seek by diligent reading of the Holy Word and much
exercise in prayer to be "not ignorant of his device." You and I
dear reader, may be as easily ensnared as was Hezekiah, and a time
of sickness spells the need of great and prayerful watchfulne" for
all of us, lest the Great Enemy of souls get an advantage over our
weak bodily state of health. Remember the beacons of warning in
Holy Scripture and tremble lest we likewise fall; and likewise let us
remember the way His goodness and mercy have led us in the pa t
and how His grace is still the same and able to make us stand. Meanwhile remember how His dealings are to humble and proye us and
to know what was in om heart. These humblings give His children
to prove what evil is in their hearts, and what a God is theirs \\ho
is able to keep them from falling and recover them from their backsliding and Who loves them notwithstanding all. A faith's glimpse
of Jesus the crown of our hope; a sweet revelation, however brief
to our longing souls, of what His love has done for us; and an entering
into something of the great mystery of love in Him, Who "for our
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich,"
should well wean us from earth, give us to slight the perishing things
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of time and sense, and set our affections on things above, looking
off from all else "unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith,
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."
And this is He Who as Jehovah's obedient Servant laid aside His
glory, left His heavenly throne to come to this sin-stained earth, and
for His people's sake became so poor that He " had not where to lay
His head." He hungered. He thirsted. He was weary. Beloved,
as these truths sink deeper into our souls and give us to experience
a little of that love of Christ which passeth knowledge, they will give
us to search our own hearts with the weighty inquiry, "'What have
they seen in thine house ~" We pause here, hoping, if the Lord wjll,
to take up the subject again next month.
R.

•

"WITHOUT SHEDDI JG OF BLOOD IS NO REMISSION."
HEBREWS ix. 22.
By C. H. SPURGEON.
THIS is the voice of unalterable truth. In none of the Jewish ceremonies were sins, even typically, removed without blood-shedding.
In no case, by no means can sin be pardoned without atonement.
It is clear, then, that there is no hope for me out of Christ; for there
is no other blood-shedding which is worth a thought as an atonement
for sin. Am I, then, believing in Him? Is the blood of His atonement
truly applied to my soul ~ All men are on a level as to their need of
Him. If we be never so moral, generous, amiable, or patriotic, the
rule will not be altered to make an exception for us. Sin will yield
to nothing less potent than the blood of Him Whom God has set forth
as a propitiation. What a blessing that there is the one way of pardon!
Why should we seek another ~
Persons of merely formal religion cannot understand how we can
rejoice that all our sins are forgiven us for Christ's sake. Their works
and prayers and ceremonies give them very poor comfort; and well
may they be uneasy, for they are neglecting the one great salvation,
and endeavouring to get remission without blood. My soul, sit down,
and behold the justice of God as bound to punish sin; see that punishment all executed upon thy Lord Jesus, and fall down in humble joy,
and kiss the dear feet of Him Whose blood has made atonement for
·thee. It is in vain when conscience is aroused to fiy to feelings and
evidences for comfort: this is a habit which we learned in the Egypt
of our legal bondage. The only restorative for a guilty conscience is
a sight of Jesus suffering on the cross. "The blood is the life thereof,"
says the Levitical law, and let us rest assured that it is the life of faith
and joy and every other holy grace.
"Oh! how sweet to view the flowing
Of illy Saviour's precious blood;
With Divine assurance knowing
He hafl made my peace with God."
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A WELL-KEPT PEOPLE.
A

SERMON PREAOHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
ON JUNE 7TH, 1896.

" And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and 1
come to Thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine Own Name those
whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are."JOHN xvii. 11.
THIS chapter has been called by some, I believe, the Holy of Holies
of the New Testament, just as others have called the Song of Solomon
the Holy of Holies of the Ola Testament, for truly we have in thi
chapter the breath of Christ's heart and what can be more holy than
that? He is breathing out His soul in these words into the ear of
His Father, and what communications cculd be more hoh- than tho e ?
Was ever worship comparable to the worship of the . on of man?
And here we have it, the Worshipper lifting up His eyes to heaven, a
the first verse tells us He did. He knew Hi Father wa read", to
'hear Him, though at this time He was in ill-e tate. He wa within
a few short hours of Getbsemane, a few short hours more of Calvarr.
and you know how that latter place was identified with the curse that f~ll
upon Him. Now you have Him here, the Son of man, absorbed in
fellowship with His Father. And may I ask what are the chief points
found here in His petitionary worship? Well, the main pointR are
concerning, first, the Father's glory, and the glory of the Son. "Father,
glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee." And then
again, " Glorify Thou Me with Thine Own elf, with the glory v.hich
I had with Thee before the world was." Certainly the glory of the
Father and the glory of the Son must be recognized as the primary
features of His petitionary worship. But also of His redeemed people
says He, "The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them."
Bearing therefore these points in mind we say of this prllyer that it
is a glorious prayer. It concerns glory-Jehovah's glory, the glory
of Jesus the Redeemer, and the glory of poor grace-saved sinners,
His people. And how largely He dwells on the welfare and happine
and the joy of His people in this prayer. What large things He a ks
for on their behalf. I note He does not ask for earthly prosperity.
We find He does not ask riches for them. He does not a k greatne__
earthly greatness, for them. No, but the things He doe ask for all
concern their highest prosperity, their greatest good, their true greatne
-heavenly things. And let us bear in mind, beloved friend, that
this prayer, this breath of Jesus, this Holy of Holies, represent to us
what He is this morning. No change has passed over His mind
concerning His Father. Nor has any change passed over His mind
in matters concerning Himself as the Mediator between the Father
and His children. Nor, finally, has any change passed over Hi mind
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concerning His redeemed people. And hence you may look into this
chapter prayerfully and earnestly to see what His mind is about His
people this morning, for that which it was it remains, and will for
ever remain. "No change Jehovah knows." AB we lately observed
from Malachi's prophecy, "I am Jehovah "-that accounts for it.
" I am Jehovah, I change not," that follows from the other. If it had
not been written it would have been true. If the passage had merely
said" I am Jehovah," that would have meant" I change not," for
with Him is no variableness, in His essence no shadow of turning.
So that we feed on this truth, "Jesus Christ the Same yesterday,
and to-day"-let us live on Him to-day, let us rejoice therefore in
Him to-day, because He is the Same He was" yesterday," the yesterday
of the past eternity, "to-day" of the present time and" for ever,"
the eternity to come. Oh, do we feed sufficiently by faith in meditation
on this changeless Jesus, on this One Who is by title called" The
Same" ~ I love that title proper to Jesus. Oh, let us worship
" The Same." Let us love" The Same." Let us seek to please" The
Same "-" Jesus the Same yesterday, and to-day, and evermore."
Now He was about to leave His people, and He comes to His Father
about it and He says, "Now I am no more in the world," and you
may connect the last sentence with this first part of the verse, "I
come to Thee." Read those words together: "Now I am no more
in the world, I come to Thee." Some commentators have thought
that the reference was perhaps to the three days He lay in the grave;
that He was committing His disciples to His Father for that little
while. But, dear friends-that it may include-but how much more
does it mean when He says" I come to Thee." Surely He must have
been referring to His Ascension, His bodily ABcension, because He was
bodily present in the world now. "I am no more in the world,"
that is, as I have been. He speaks imminently. He says, "I am no
more in the world," that is, " I shall not be any more in the world
as I have been." Now how was He in the world ~ Why, present to
His disciples. "I shall no longer be present with My disciples. They
have hitherto had access to Me face to face, they shall presently not
have that particular form of privilege. They shall have access to Me,
but not in the same sense face to face. They have brought their
ignorance and their darkness and their mistakes to Me and have laid
them before Me. I have entered into their circumstances and lovingly
pointed out where they went astray and have taught them, as a
shepherd his sheep, how to go, but in future they will not have this
particular form of access. I come to Thee." That, I take it, is the
ground of His petition this morning. "And I am no more in the
world," not as Son of man visible. And then again, not officially.
So long as Jesus was here with His disciples the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Ghost, in His Pentecostal fulness was not given.
Jesus was in office on earth and so long as Jesus held and discharged
an office on earth, an office appointed Him of His Father, the Holy
Ghost would not appear to enter upon His office. God is the God of
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order and not of confusion, and we do not find one Holy Person in
office overlapping, if I may so say, the work of another Person in the
Holy Trinity, but there is a holy harmony in respect of the Persons
of the Holy Trinity in the discharge of their particular offices. "It
is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come. His coming depends on My going away, that is
His coming depends upon My being called by My Father and to be
with My Father as a reward of My :perfected work on earth." And
when the work wrought by Jesus was indeed a finished work He
departed and the Holy Ghost came down, commissioned by the Father
and the Son, proceeding from the Father and the Son. Well now then
it is true that Jesus officially is no longer on earth. Take up the words
as they stand, " I am no more in the world, I come to Thee." And
when once He had come to the Father, had ascended up on high,
leading captivity captive, and taken His seat officially at the Father's
right hand, He ceased officially to be on earth, or, as it is phrased in
His Own words, "in the world." The Holy Ghost is now Christ's
Vicegerent on earth and it is through Him that Christ ful1i1 His
promise, " Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the age." He
is present by the Spirit, hence it is the Holy Ghost is designated" the
Spirit of Christ." He glorifies Christ, opening up the present offices
of Christ, and it is by Him Christ is represented on earth. Officially
Christ is in heaven. The Holy Ghost is here. In the former di pensation, that is, in the days of the Son of man, Christ was officially on
earth and the Holy Ghost officially in heaven. Now you see the Holy
Ghost it is Who witnesses to Christ, glorifies Him, guiding believers
into a personal knowledge and apprehension of Christ and in the
sweet enjoyment of communion with Christ. "I am no more in
the world-I come to Thee."
Then the next point we observe is upon the tender remembrance
by Jesus of the disciples, of their condition. It is as though He said,
" Well, I am now going to leave My dear disciples. They haye walked
and we have walked now upwards of three years in mo t ble ed
fellowship. A change it will be to them." Ah, but what a change
to Himself! But then He is not -thinking about Himself, He is dwelling
upon their changed condition. "I am going away and they will be
very sad. Ab, if you loved Me you would rejoice, becau~e I said, I
go to the Father because My Father is greater than I as Son of man,
and it will be a great exaltation for Me as Son of man to be lifted
up from My present low estate in which I am despised and rejected
of men to be adored and worshipped and respected by angel , and
principalities, and powers in My Father's house. But I am not
dwelling on that, but I am dwelling on My departure from you and
what that will be in your experience." And therefore He went to
His Father about it and laid the matter before His Father. Jesus,
the interceding Son of man, moved in heart by the love He bare His
disciples, who shortly would account themselves orphans without Him,
says, "Holy Father, keep through Thine Own Name tho e whom
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Thou hast given Me. I am coming to Thee and they do not understand
yet the meaning, the efficacy, the virtue of My leaving them and
coming to Thee. Now I will that they be taught the truth concerning
this." And He committed them into His Father's hands. And I
must here just in passing observe I think His petition-it is His mind
-must have included the gift of the Holy Ghost. When He says
to His Father, " Keep in Thine Own Name," He is referring there
to the discharge of the office of the Spirit as sent by the Father,
because the Father would not come and occupy the place that Jesus
had occupied; that in the first place is a moral impossibility, and
therefore it cannot be " Take My place, My Person," but "in Thy
Name" must mean in the efficacy of Thy Name as the Fa.ther. And
He addresses Him, you notice, in this relation of Father: "Holy Father,
keep them, keep them as the children of a loving Father." Now I
maintain that the Father answered this prayer when He granted the
gift of the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, and He has ever since kept
the redeemed people of God in the power of the Father's Name.
Then again you will notice the designation Jesus prefixes to the
relation "Father "-Holy Father. In another place in His prayer
He addresses His Father as" Righteous" (the 25th verse), " Righteous,"
that is another aspect of the Father's relation to the redeemed disciples
of Christ, but here it is "Holy." Now this Holy Father is to keep
the people redeemed in holiness or separation. They had been called
out of the world, now they are to be kept from it. Oh, how practical
that point is, beloved hearers, for not only are we indebted to grace,
to free favour, in the matter of our being called out of the world at
first, but let me say we are equally indebted to Divine grace to keep
us out when we have been brought out, and therefore Jesus addresses
His Father as Holy. He says, "Now keep them, Father, keep them
in Thy character of holiness, keep them separate to Thyself. Do not let
them lapse again. Do not let them wander back again. Do not
let them depart from the truth. Oh, keep them, Holy Father, keep
them separate. At a great price I have bought them, with groans
and sighs and tears and blood; they are very, very precious in My sight.
Oh, Holy, Holy Father, take care of them, take care of it. Keep
them, watch over them, defend them. They are weak, prone to
wander, they are the creatures of circumstance, oh, Holy Father, do
preserve them. I preserved them when I was with them, now I am
no more in the world-I come to Thee-I commit them into Thy
care." Now do you not believe that that was a real transfer of the
people of God on the part of ChriEt into His Father's hands ~ I do.
I believe that I was included, in the wondrous grace of God, in His
prayer when He said, "Holy Father, keep those whom Thou hast
given Me." And so we are included, you, dear fellow-believers, all of
you and each one of you in particular, as though there had been no
other, as though He had mentioned you by name-" Holy Father,
keep such an one in Thy Name." Yes, really and truly He committed
His all, for the Church, remember, is the heritage of Christ, Ris portion
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for ever, and so, by the love He bears His people, and the cost to
which they have put Him, He entrusts them in holy confidence into
His Father's keeping. When He Himself a few hours later was on
the cross He committed Himself, you remember, into His Father's
hands. Now there is no higher proof of confidence than to commit
oneself wholly into the hands of another, and so Jesus on the cross
said, " Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit." He had already
committed His people into His Father's hands, and now He commits
Himself. Here we have two proofs of the perfect confidence of the
Son of man in the Father-His perfect confidence in His Father.
Now if this be so, that Jesus had this perfect confidence in His Father,
exemplified by the fact that He committed both His people and
Himself into His Father's hands, what a well-kept people-how well
kept-must believers be! You can see how the Father kept His
beloved Son Who had committed Himself into His hands. Oh, if
you watch the Father's interference immediately Jesus had bowed
His head and given up the ghost, if you watch the Father's hand
interfering with circumstances-they may be very, very small, apparently most trifling, yet which in the end were shown to contribute
not a little to the bringing about of the fulfilment of the ancient
prophecies of the Old Testament-you will see how the Father answered
the prayer of His dear Son. And so on the morning of the resurrection
He raised Jesus-the full answer to His petition. Said He in the
moment of departure, "Into Thy hands I commit My spirit": the
Father meets Him at the grave's mouth early in the morning of the
first day of the week with those words in the 2nd Psalm, "Thou art
My Son, this day have I begotten Thee." Now if the Father thus
kept Jesus Who co=itted Himself into His hands, have we not in
that fact a pledge of our own perfect preservation, dear children of
God? We have, we have, for as surely as the Father watched over
His Beloved Son and raised Him from the dead, triumphant over
hell, over the law, over sin, over the world, and over all the enemies
of His people, so will He watch over the meanest of His saints, the
weakest of His children. Yes, fellow-believer, you and I are in the
same blessed hands to keep us as Jesus Himself was when He bowed
His head and gave up the ghost.
I will not say more, much ought to be said, much more, because
we have not touched on the unity for which He prayed in the latter
part of this verse-that they might all be one, one in faith, and one
in love, and one in obedience, and one in likeness to Christ-' that
they all may be one."
May the Lord add blessing to His Word for Christ's sake. Amen.

" MERCY can only flow from the gracious heart of the Father, through
the bleeding heart of the Son, to the broken heart of the sinner."John Berridge.
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A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. S. LEIGH HUNT AT
EMMANUEL CHURCH, FARNHAM, Nov. 22ND, 1931.

" And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid His
right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not,. I am the first
and the last."-REVELATION i. 17.
So great is the glory of the risen Lord that John, who lay on His bosom
at the last supper, now falls at His feet as one dead. But" better
it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil
with the proud," and better far to tremble before the majesty of
heaven, than to run headlong and headstrong into the fire of hell.
They that are humbled under the mighty hand of God shall be exalted
in due time. The Lord Himself shall speak comfortably to them and
raise them up. "Fear not," says Jesus, "I am the first and the
last." "I am alpha and omega, the beginning and the ending, saith
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."
Such languagc is appropriate to Him who is not only" perfect man"
but " very-and eternal God," before all things, by whom all things
consist, the first-born of every creature.
First in Order of Existence. Every science begins with axioms,
self-evident truths that require no demonstration; e.g., geometry is
based on such statements as " A straight line is the shortest distance
between two points"; logic on axioms like" Things which are equal
to the same thing are equal to one another"; arithmetic on the
multiplication table. With a great fact the Bible begins, and upon
it all that follows is founded: "In the beginning God "-not in
solitude, but Trinity in Unity, "three that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one,"
co-equal, co-eternal. If no eternal Son, then no eternal Father, no
eternal Covenant, no eternal salvation-and no Gospel. "The Lord
possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old,"
declares Divine Wisdom; "I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was. "Before Abraham was, I am."
" In the beginning was the Word . . . all things were made by Him."
He is
First and Last in the Wode of C1'eation, its beginning and its ending,
its author and finisher. "Who hath wrought and done it, calling the
generations from the beginning ~ I the Lord, the first, and with the
last; I am He." When the work was completed, " God saw everything that He had made, and behold it was very good." We turn
over the page and read: "God saw . . . that every imagination of
the thoughts of (man's) heart was only evil continually." Something
had entered that fair scene to mar its beauty.
Just outside Geneva, the city of the Reformation, is a spot called
the" Junction," where two rivers meet: the deep blue Rhone that
rushes down frol11 the Lake, and the muddy Arve that descends from
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Alpine glaciers. For a time the two run side by side, but eventually
they coalesce and the entire current becomes turbid. The first two
chapters of Genesis resemble the Rhone; only heavenly blue is seen,
without a cloud of evil. But into the third chapter flows a foul
stream till presently the whole is polluted. Not till the last chapter
of the Revelation does there emerge again that "pure river . . .
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and of the Lamb."
The fact of sin, prominent in the Word of God, recognized by our
Reformers on every page of the Book of Common Prayer, is well
attested by history, by the newspapers, and by personal experience.
Call it a "complex," an "error of the mortal mind," the " working
out of the brute within," call it what we will, it remains a fact. "And
this infection doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated." It
was not Saul the persecutor, but Paul the apostle, that cried, " men
I would do good, evil is present with me." It was not Newton the
blasphemer upon the high seas, but Newton, curate of Oloey, who
wrote :" When I turn my eyes within,
All is dark, and vain, and wild,
Filled with unbelief and sin."
" Has man fallen, and deeply fallen, from the heights of his original
creation 1" asks Archbishop Trench of Dublin. "We need no more
than his language to prove it. . . . Open the first letter of the
alphabet; what means this' Ah,' this' Alas,' these deep and longdrawn sighs of humanity, which at once encounter us there 1 And
then presently follow words such as these: 'Affiiction,' 'Agony,'
, Anguish,' , Assassin,' , Atheist,' , Avarice,' and twenty more." (On
the Study of Words, Lecture Ill.)
Pharisees of all sorts have schemed and planned through the ages
to rid themselves of the evil. Here is old Siroeon tylite, clad in
skins, with a heavy iron collar about his neck. For thirt::- Hen
years he has been squatting on the top of a pillar 60 feet high, day
and night, braving the storms, in order to expiate hi in. Implicit
in all asceticism is the notion that sin has its source in the body.
Among the effects of James Russell Lowell, the New England poet,
was found a miniature tombstone inscribed:"Here lies the part of J.R.L.
That hindered him fr9lll doing well."
But the leprosy lies deeper than the body. Improved social conditions
and better environment are powerless to change the heart of a creature
who fell in paradise. Bodily penances, while equally powerles to
take away sin, are at least capable of performance; but to enjoin
spiritual acts on an unregenerate man, in the manner of some modern
preachers, to exhort him to "turn and prepare himself . . . to faith
and calling upon God," to decide for Christ and accept salvation, is.
simply to demand the impossible. Man is so "very far gone from
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original righteousness" that he can never come back unless he is
brought back. In the quietude of Everton vicarage this solemn truth
was borne in upon Berridge's soul as he wrote :"No help in self I find,
And yet have sought it well:
The native treasure of my mind
Is sin, and death, and helL"
" Holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the name of Jesus Christ,
whereby men must be saved," He is, He must be
Fi1'st and Last in the W01'k of Redemption. "Thus saith the Lord,
the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the
first, and I am the last, a.nd beside Me there is no God." Sin came
as no surprise to Him, and salvation was no afterthought. Man's
fall was fully provided for in "the everlasting purpose of God" by
a " Lamb slain from the foundation of the world," a Saviour Who is
Fi1'st and Last in the Covenant of Grace, the beginning and the end
of all its purposes, promises and provisions, l\'Iicah prophesies His
coming, " whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
David in the Spirit heard Him say, "Lo, I come! In the volume
of the book it is written of l\'Ie: I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God,"
What a gracious going forth was that! Himself the Living Word,
He is
Fi1'st and Last in the Word of God written, alpha and omega comprising
all the letters that go to spell out" the volume of the book." Says
Luther: "Every letter, every syllable, every line, runs to meet and
greet Him." In all the Scriptures are things concerning Himself.
To Him give all the prophets witness. The primreval promise of the
Woman's Seed contains the germ of all that unfolds later into perfect
and fragrant bloom in the Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, the
altogether lovely Lord Jesus. First we are shown a drawing without
colour, an outline; then the pen of inspiration adds feature after
feature, touch after touch, tint after tint, until there stands before
us the perfect God-man. Divine sovereignty and election are here.
The mysterious coming One is to be the Seed of the Woman, of the
family of Noah, of the branch of Shem, of the race of the Hebrews,
of the posterity of Abraham in the line of Isaac, through Jacob or
Israel, of the tribe of Judah, of the house of David, born of the Virgin,
born in Bethlehem. Great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh. His humanity is indicated in the promise to
our first parents; His descent in the declaration to the father of the
faithful that in him should all families of the earth be blessed; His
tribe in Jacob's dying prediction regarding Shiloh; His family in the
Covenant made with David; His predestined mother and His birthplace appear in the vophecies of l\'Iicah and Isaiah. Next we behold
Him
First and Last in regard to His Father's Law, its alpha and omega,
fulfilling every precept to the letter. What do we know of its first
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letter: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart" 1
Or of its second: "Thy neighbour as thyself" 1
.. In Him the Father never saw
The least transgression of His Law."
" I have glorified Thee on the earth," He could say; "I have finished
the work which Thou gavest Me to do." The Author and Finisher of
our faith became obedient even unto death, the
First became the Last that He might save the lost. The Good Samaritan
came down to where we were, under the curse of a broken law, and
on our behalf both fulfilled its precepts and paid its penalty. "With
His stripes, we are healed." "He bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors." "Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani!"
The Father answers: "I have heard Thee in a time accepted, and in
the day of salvation have I succoured Thee; behold now is the
accepted time, now is the day of salvation." Again Jes~s cries mth
a loud voice: "It is finished," bows His head, and yields up the
ghost. In that moment the work is complete; not one jot or tittle
can be added to that" perfect redemption, propitiation and sati faction." "There is none other satisfaction for sin but that alone."
That finished atonement stands
First and Last in the Gospel of Grace. "I delivered unto you first
of all," writes St. Paul to the Corinthians, "how that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures." In his ministry the apo tie
was determined to know nothing but Christ crucified; many presentday preachers seem determined to know anything but Christ crucified.
Yet the Blood of the Covenant which they ignore is the central theme
of all Scripture, and the only way whereby a guilty sinner can enter
heaven's gate. The vision of a holy God will cause such an one to
tremble. "I exceedingly fear and quake," said Moses at the ~Iount.
Every child of God is brought" by His Spirit working in due ea on "
to this spot, where, levelled to the dust whereof he "as made, he
"looks at heaven" and cries:.. So vile I am, how dare I hope to stand
In the pure glory of that holy land '?
Before the whiteness of that throne appear?"
" Fear not; I am the first and the last, I am He that liveth and wa
dead; and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death."
"It is the voice of Jesus that I heal',
His are the hands stretched out to draw me near,
And His the Blood that doth for sin atone,
And set me faultless there before the throne."

" BLESSINGS

Berridge.

must be very poor, that are not worth asking for."-John
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SERMONETTE.
REAL CHRISTIANITY

By

THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A.,

RD.

" FOR the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 11-14).
An able and godly commentator on these verses of Holy Scripture
says: "This is a blessed and comprehensive statement of the Gospel
and Christianity." This is true. "The grace of God," in this passage,
is a paraphrase for the Gospel, since the Gospel is the glad tidings of
God's grace, as manifested in His sending His own Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, to be the Saviour. "The grace of God hath appeared"
(RV.). "We have seen, and do testify," wrote the Apostle John
(1 John iv. 14), "that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world."
Now it is characteristic of the Gospel that it " bringeth salvation."
Its glory is that it announces, or proclaims, salvation full and free,
present and eternal, to sinners of mankind. Its messengers spread
abroad the good news. "How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good; that publisheth salvation." And he
that, by grace, repents, hears, receives and believes the message, is,
and shall be saved (see Rom. x. 8-15).
This Gospel, we are told, "bringeth salvation to all men" (RV.),
that is, not to all men without exception, for that is not true to fact,
many not having ever heard the Gospel; but to all without distinction,
to men of all nations, to the poor as well as the rich, to servants (in
apostolic days, slaves) as well as their masters (note the context verses
9 and 10, and the connecting word "for" which follows these).
When the Gospel comes with converting and saving power into the
heart, it transforms the whole man, "teaching us "-" instructing
us to the intent" (RV.)-" that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world."
Real Christianity is practical. The Christianity that does not
produce fruit in the life is vain, however loud be its profession.
Christians are instructed and disciplined by the Gospel, on the one
hand, to turn away from all that is contrary to God's revealed will
and Word, and to renounce worldly lusts (desires). What these
worldly lusts are, we learn from 1 John ii. 16: "All that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world."1
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On the other hand, they are instructed and disciplined to live
soberly-sober-mindedly-to act righteously towards their fellow-men
and to live according to the precepts of God's Word-fearing God,
and working righteousness-in this present ,world, thus "Adorning
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things" (Titus ii. 10).
We learn still more, in this brief Scripture, of the Gospel of the
grace of God, and its practical effects. We have already seen that it
proclaims the good news of salvation to all to whom it comes. We are
instructed further: (1) Regarding the Person and work of the Saviour
-" Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself
for us" (RV.). Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who accomplished salvation
for all who believe and trust in Him, is indeed God, as well as Man,
and in this wonderful Person as God and Man, Who " knew no sin "
and" did no sin," He laid down His life for us, becoming" obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross." "He gave Himself for us."
And now, risen from the dead, and ascended into glory, He eyer liws
to intercede for His people, until the time when He shall appear to
their joy. Our life is " hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who
is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory"
(Col. iii. 3, 4).
(2) Again, we see the great end for which Christ" gave Him elf
for us." It was" that He might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify unto Himself a people for His own possession" (RV.). Thi
redemption all believers have through the expiatory sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus Christ; as it is written, "In whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins" (Eph. i. 7). "The blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7), and
thus we are purified unto Christ as a people for His own po se sion.
"Ye are not your own," the Apostle Paul wrote to the hurch of
God at Corinth. "For ye are bought with a price." In the one
hundredth Psalm we read: "Know ye that the Lord He is God:
it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves" (or as in the margin
and R.V. " and we are His "). "'Ve are His people, and the sheep of
His pasture." "The Lord's portion is His people" (Deut. xxxii. 9)
is true of the heavenly people (His saints) as of the earthly (Israel),
for the saints are God's inheritance; as the Lord Jesus said: "All
Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them."
(3) The attitude of real Christians is, or should be, "Looking for
the blessed hope, and appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ" (RV.). This leads to a godly walk and
practical Christianity. God's people are a people " zealous of good
works."
May all the Lord's people emulate this attitude, and, like "The
Church of the Thessalonians," wait for God's Son from heaven (see
1 Thess. i. 9, 10), and be " zealom. of good worb," as they are exhorted
to be in this Epistle to Titus (chap. iii. 8). "This is a faithful saying,
and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which
have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works."
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BE OF GOOD CHEER! UNDERNEATH!
I HAVE a friend who always closes her letters to me with" Cheerio!
Underneath! " Sometimes her letters are full of sadness, sometimes
the bright side predominates, but she finally puts the seal of faith,
" Cheerio! Underneath!" pointing upwards out of the gloom to the
glory. "Underneath are the everlasting arms." We cannot fall
below, because upheld by everlasting arms, arms that never tire,
arms that never weaken, arms that were stretched on the cruel cross
for us, arms that took up little children on earth, arms that shall be
outstretched in glory to welcome His chosen, saved, blood-bought
people. So dear Christ-loved reader, "Cheerio! Underneath!"
There are three "Be of good cheers" I wish to mention. First,
look at St. Matthew ix. 2: "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." When the eyes of the soul are opened by the Holy Spirit
the first thing he sees is his sin, his unworthiness, his exceeding need.
"0 Saviour, I have nought to plead,
In earth beneath or heaven above,
But just my own exceeding need
And Thy exceeding love.
The need will soon be past and gone,
Exceeding great but quickly o'er;
The love unbought is all thine own
And lasts for evermore."

Consider the first word-" Son." "Son, be of good cheer." He owns
him. The Holy Spirit's first work is to convince of sin. The palsied
man's heart must have leaped with joy at the first word, "son," which
the Healer spoke and the next words must have rejoiced him beyond
expression. "Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." More
than he had dreamt of; for he had felt his need of forgiveness, perhaps
far beyond his need of bodily healing.
And then the next words after the ever-cavilling dissension of the
Scribes-the world ever discusses cruel questions, but He knew and so
set the poor sinner's soul at rest as well as his body, the repentant
sinner as well as the palsied sufferer. And so to satisfy doubly the
poor shrinking man He said to him: "Arise, take up thy bed and go
unto thine house." And he arose and departed to his house. "But
when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God which
had given such power unto men." They evidently looked upon Jesus
as a man to whom God had given special power, but the healed sinner
saw more, he saw Him as the forgiving almighty Saviour of sinners.
The next" Be of good cheer" is in St. Matthew xiv. 27: "Be of
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid." This was said to the disciples as
they were in their ship, on the tossing waves of the sea, after He had
bidden them to go before Him to the other side. Jesus went unto
them walking on the sea, and, just imagine it, "they cried out for
fear." But stmightway He calmed them with" Be of good cheer;
it is I; be not afraid." Even then Peter asked Him to let him come
6
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unto Him on the water. We can imagine the tenderness and sympathy in the word" Come." He was enabled to walk, yet even then,
when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid. He had looked off
from Jesus. He had walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he
saw the wind boisterous, fear came upon him. "Beginning to sink,
he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately (oh, these" immediately's" and "straightway's," the feature of Gospel narrative, how
heartening they are !), immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand,
and caught him, and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt?" What a gentle rebuke! "And when they were
come into the ship the wind ceased." They were together, Jesus and
Peter.
The third" Be of good cheer" is in St. John xvi. 33. "In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." I, I, that blessed Onc, the Overcomer for us that
" In Me ye might have peace." Note the preceding words, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation," sorrow, bereavement, trial,
disappointment, persecution, desertion-but, BUT, notwithstanding
all these, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." Ye shall
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.
ote the
words turned into. It implies the sorrow itself shall be tran iformed
into joy. "Ye now therefore have sorrow; but I will see you again,
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."
Just a few words about "underneath." "Underneath are the
everlasting arms." They suggest the idea of being uplifted, carried,
safety-not only all this, but continuity, everlasting arms. "The
eternal God is thy refuge." Many hearts have been stayed on these
words. Many souls have rested on them and have always found them
true, even here.
Filled with Christ and Christ alone."
"On Christ the solid rock I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand."
"Underneath are the everlasting arms,"

H

The words are always associated in my own mind with my dear mother,
and memories of her are always sweet. She was so true, so faithful
to Him Who was all her salvation and all her desire. Her last words
were of Him, and just before she was taken home to Him she said,
" Underneath are the everlasting arms." My beloved mother! She
felt them there, their support, their embrace, their sweet reality,
Himself.
Dear reader, dear Christ-loved reader, I would fain close this letter
to you with: "Be of good cheer!" "Underneath are the everlasting
ar·ms."
N ETTIE.
" A STEADFAST cleaving unto the truth concerning the person and
office of Christ, will preserve us from hearkening to various and strange
doctrines perverting our souls."-Dr. Owen.
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"DOTH A FOUNTAIN SEND FORTH AT THE SAME PLACE
SWEET WATER AND BITTER? "-JAMES iii. 11.
GOD'S Word declares that there is " a time to keep silence, and a time
to speak" (Eccles. iii. 7). Surely these are days when God calls upon
His faithful people to bear their testimony to His Truth with no
uncertain voice.
The Psalmist knew by experience how quickly men fall away from
the Truth directly there has commenced a departure from God's
revealed will; hence he was led to pray, "It is time for Thee, Lord, to
work; for they have made void Thy law" (i.e., Thy Word) (Ps. cxix.
126). To" make void God's law" is to teach some doctrine, some
system, or some theory that is contrary to " the Scripture of Truth."
The Lord Jesus made this point perfectly clear when He said to the
Scribes and Pharisees, "Ye make the commandment of God of none
effect by your tradition" (Matt. xv. 6). The Lord Jesus would have
men and women clearly to understand that to teach anything contrary
to God's Word is, in effect, to supplant, or set that Word aside, and
such an act is rebellion. In human affairs it is an act of treason for
a body of men to proclaim their own code of laws, and enforce them,
in opposition to the constitutional laws of the land. For men to act
thus in matters where God has made known His will is a far more
serious matter, because it leads vast multitudes to eternal ruin. It
is a case of "the blind leading the blind and both falling into the
ditch" (Matt. xv. 14). Men are spiritually" blind" when they put
forward their own imaginations and opinions in direct opposition to
the definite assertions of God's Holy Word.
One definite statement in God's Word is that" no fountain can
both yield salt water and fresh" at the same spot (James iii. 12), and
this well-recognized fact is used as an illustration, by the Holy Spirit,
to show the folly and wickedness of those who speak, authorize, or
set forth two contrary doctrines from the same mouth, or-what is the
equivalent-from the same pen (James iii. 10).
Another definite statement in God's Word-although put in the
form of a question-is this, " Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?" (Amos iii. 3). There can be no true harmony, union or
concord between those holding fundamentally opposite doctrines.
If men profess to be one in faith, whilst holding contrary views regarding that which is essential to salvation, it follows that one or the other,
if not both, is devoid of that understanding which enables men to
abide by a principle at all cost. Oil and water cannot mix, they
cannot harmonize.
A further statement in God's Word is also presented in the form of
a question. It is this, " What communion hath light with darkness? "
(2 Cor. vi. 14). Light may fade into darkness, or light may overcome
darkness, but the two cannot mix; they cannot have fellowship or
communion. At the Creation God settled this matter once for all.
He " divided the light FROM the darkness" (Gen. i. 4). "Light excelleth
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darkness" (Eccles. ii. 13), and God pronounces a woe upon those who
" put darkness for light and light for darkness," who" put bitter for
sweet and sweet for bitter." God classes such with those who" call
evil good, and good evil" (Isa. v. 20). Concerning such the Lord
Jesus said: "If thine eye be evil (so blind that it cannot distinguish
between good and evil, between light and darkness), thy whole body
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light (so called) that is in
tbee be darkness, how great is that darkness! " (Matt. vi. 23). "Take
heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness" (Luke
xi. 35).
The Lord Jesus is the true Light (John viii. 12). He did come.
He shone in this dark world, but men comprehended Him not (see
John i. 4, 5, 9). The Lord Himself declared, " This is the condemnation, that Light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil" (John iii. 19). In speaking
thus, the Lord Jesus was not referring to the ungodly world-the ungodly
world makes no profession of walking in the light. The Lord was
referring to the religious leaders who, almost to a man, rejected Him.
" Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!" (Luke xi. 44).
The commission given by the Lord to His servant Paul was this:
"Go to the Gentiles, open their eyes, turn them from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan unto God" (see Acts xxvi. 18), and
the Apostle Peter exhorts all true Christians to "show forth the
praises of Him Who hath called them out of darkness into His
marvellous light" (1 Peter ii. 9).
It is evident that neither the Lord Jesus, nor His servants the
apostles, would allow for one instant that there can be any communion
or fellowship between the light of truth and the darkness of error. On
the contrary, the Lord called upon men and women to come out from
the darkness of all false religion and to come unto Himself, the Light,
because to know Him, and the Father as revealed in Him, is eternal
life (see John vii. 37, 38; xvii. 3; Col. ii. 21; 2 Cor. vi. 17; Rev.
xviii. 4; Matt. iii. 7). As He taught, so He sent forth His servants to
teach in like manner, and all He sends forth now have a similar message
to deliver.
Any attempt to compromise Truth and error is an abomination
in the sight of God. God is of purer eyes than to sanction evil, and He
cannot look with toleration upon iniquity (see Hab. i. 13).
That men and women may be under no misapprehension as to the
meaning of God's Word, He has very graciously entered into particulars. He says: "Divers weights are an abomination unto the
Lord, and a false balance (or a. "deceitful balance," see margin) is
not good" (Prov. xx. 10, 23). If God forbids a shop-keeper to use
deceitful scales and if He forbids a shop-keeper to have two sets of
weights, one lighter tha.n the other, will He permit His own servants
to preach and teach contrary and opposing doctrines? The question
gives its own answer! Just as does a question which God directed
His prophet to put to His people in olden times: "Shall I count
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them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful
weights 1" (Micah vi. 11). "Thou shalt have a perfect and just
weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have" (Deut. xxv. 15).
" All that do unrighteously are an abomination unto the Lord thy
God" (Deut. xxv. 16).
The Almighty God, Who requires honesty in commercial life, also
requires that men and women should worship Him in spirit and in
truth (John iv. 24), that is to say, in the way He has appointed in all
honesty and uprightness. "A double-minded man is unstable in
all his ways" (James i. 8).
" Can a man take fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned 1 "
(Prov. vi. 27.) Can a man hold and teach error and not have to give
account to God for so doing 1
Under the old dispensation God directed that everything connected
with the Tabernacle was to be made according to the pattern He had
showed to Moses in the mount (see Exod. xxv. 40), and in laying down
the contribution each Israelite' was to make as "ransom" money
God definitely fixed it as " half a shekel, AFTER THE SHEKEL OF THE
SANCTUARY" (Exod. xxx. 13). The value of "the shekel of the
sanctuary" was absolutely settled. It was not open to men to change
it as they chose. God is as particular now as He was of old, for He
changes not (Mal. iii. 6).
P. 1. B.

"SHOW ME WHEREFORE."
WHEN God smelled the sweet savour of Noah's sacrifice, He said that
He would not again curse the ground any more for man's sake, nor
would He ever again smite every thing living as He had done with
the Flood. Does this "curse" refer to the particular destruction
wrought by the overwhelming waters 1 or does it refer to the desolation that followed the first transgression 1 Some have thought that
the thorns and thistles that sprang up to the great dismay and
thwarting of Adam's agriculture were very much larger, more spontaneous, and persistent than those with which we have to contend now. He
could scarcely get anything to grow (so it is suggested) because of the
weeds, and yet had n0thing to eat except what he could manage with
the greatest labour to bring along. But after the flood, so we are told,
this desolating curse was removed, and ever since seedtime and harvest
have unremittingly followed each other. But for Adam thorns and
thistles grew and multiplied. He knew why. There was no mystery
about the reason. No question such as Job asked-" Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me," for" unto Adam God said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake." But the Lord God left him not
utterly destitute. The clothes that covered him were made in the
garden of Eden, and a promise of ultimate triumph over death, sin,
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and sorrow was written on his soul. I was just thinking how very
many of God's people have wondered why such and such things have
happened to them: the mystery of " as we sow we reap" comes in :
also the fact that God giveth no account of His matters. "Say not
thou, What is the came that the former days were better than these?
for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this" (Eccles. vii. 10).
Possibly the Psalmist had wearied himself with his own searchings.
It is restful to come to his prayer: "Search me, 0 God, and know
my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Moses was
left in no doubt as to why he was denied entrance to his dearly longed
for and promised land. Joshua had no distance to look for the cause
of his defeat at Ai. Naomi perhaps was never sure of the cause of her
experiences, but she knew that she was comforted in her latest days.
All knew that there is forgiveness with Him, and that because it is
so-because there is forgiveness with Him-nothing exists to prevent
God's people from seeking His face, and the shining of His countenance.
Our native indigence and helplessness is nothing to Him, Who,
possessing all things and having all power, gathers the lamb in His
arms, and carries them in His bosom. Only sin separates, and when
He tells us that there is forgiveness with Him, He enriches us with
an imperishable hope and an eternal love.
Abraham was told in so many words that because of what he had
done he was blessed with unmeasured blessing. God's Covenant of
peace to him, and to his seed after him, was given to Phineas
" because he was zealous for his God." And the same goodness and
mercy still followed the Church of God until He said to them of
Philadelphia, "Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I
will also keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come
upon all the earth."
When the Lord told the disciples to beware of the lea,en of the
Pharisees, they said, " It is because we have no bread." They thought
that the Lord was hinting at their forgetfulnes , meaning that they
should gather from the hint that He thought they were very careless.
But He would have said that if He had meant it. To provide them
with bread was nothing to Him, though much to them. Let them
beware of the insincerity and hypocrisy which coloured the whole life
and doctrine of the Pharisees. So He taught them. He was the same
kind God of comfort and of patience, of Whom the Palmi t said,
" Many a time did He deliver them." He delivered them from their
fears, well grounded or ill. He delivered them from their sorrow.
He delivered them from their sin. What mercies! There is a reason
given at the end of the ninety-first Psalm for His delivering the godly
man. It says, in verse 14: "Because he has set his love upon Me,
therefore will I deliver him. I mll set him on higb, because he has
0 other qualification, no labours, no sufferings,
known My Name."
no reparations, nothing appeared to move the Lord to send deli,erance
except this fact-CC He has set his love upon Me: he has known My
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Name." It is as if the Lord, seeing His own work in a poor lost soul,
and that work the shedding abroad of the love of God, could do no
other than be at his right hand continually to save him. No wonder
that the apostle wanted his Ephesian friends to know the love of
Christ: everything goes with it.
FOLLOWER-ON.
SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE.
(From a Report of a Conference of The Fellowship of Evangelical
Churchmen held at High Leigh, Hoddesdon, in September, 1931.)
SIR AMBROSE FLElIfING, D.Sc., F.R.S., despite his eighty-one years,
read a vigorous and masterly paper on "Science and Scripture." A
great deal of the science of the last century, he said, and even of this,
had been frankly monistic and materialistic, but we could say that
this materialistic biology was philosophically erroneous as well as
ethically misleading. The theory of evolution was completely in
opposition to the plainest teaching of the Scriptures. It was there
stated that the present human race was derived from one pair, who
were created perfect, who were not improved animals, but incarnate
spirits. The strong objection which modern biologists had to the idea
of special creation was not founded on any real scientific evidence.
On the other hand, we might say that there was no real, impregnable
evidence of evolution. Those naturalists who were sufficiently frank
admitted that. For instance, Pro£. D. M. S. Watson, in a sectional
address to the British Association at Capetown in 1929, used these
remarkable words of evolution: "It is a theory universally accepted,
not because it can be proved to be true, but because the only alternative-special creation-is clearly incredible." But why incredible ~
Certain physical processes in the inorganic world positively demanded,
as Lord Kelvin said, special creation. There was no objection to the
word evolution when it was used of a process. There was no objection
to it in regard to a steam-engine or an aeroplane. But when we used
it in that sense we did not deny that each stage had been due to the
work of an active mind, but only meant that it was the result of slow
stages. On the other hand, it was used by many as an operative
cause, independent of any active mind. We could not attribute to
an abstract idea of perfection the attributes of Deity.
Sir Ambrose strongly recommended to his audience Evolution and
the Breakdown of Christendom, by the Rev. C. Leopold Clarke (Marshalls,
6s. net). Mr. Clarke, he said, was not an original authority on
biological matters, but he had collected a vast amount of information
from first-hand authorities. The doctrine of evolution denied the
personal creative Power, or tried to render it unnecessary, and its
consequences were unquestionably disastrous. Against it we had to
oppose the sustained, scientific and consistent teaching of the Holy
Scriptures, which alone were able to make us wise unto salvation
through faith which was in Christ Jesus.
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"WHO SPAKE BY THE PROPHETS."
By THE REV. F. J. HAMILTON, B.A., D.D:
THESE words are taken from the definition of the Christian faith which
is enshrined in our Communion Service, and is commonly called the
'Nicene Creed." That Creed, though so called, is not exactly the
same in form or extent as the one which was received at the Council
of Nicea (A.D. 325). The latter contained an anathema of the Arian
heresy, which was subsequently omitted; and it did not include the
last few clauses, which were apparently added very soon afterwards.
The baptismal symbol, however, quoted by Epiphanius, contains the
statement that the Holy Spirit" spake by the prophets"; so does
the Confession of Faith put forth by the Council of Constantinople
(A.D. 381), which was endorsed by the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 451).
Accordingly it will be seen that the orthodox Christians of the fourth
and fifth centuries solemnly declared their belief that the utterances
of the Prophets were really the words of the Third Person of the
Blessed Trinity, God the Holy Ghost. But we are not to suppose
that this doctrine was then for the first time discovered and expressed.
On the contrary, it was held in the very beginning of Christianity, and
was handed down from generation to generation as an integral part
of the faith once for all delivered to the saints. It is, in fact, a prominent
truth of Holy Scripture, and for that reason it rightly occupies the
place that has been assigned to it in the Christian Creed.
For proof of this assertion our appeal must be to the Bible itself.
We make no apology for introducing the testimony of familiar texts,
but we earnestly hope that our readers will pay the attention to it
which it demands, pondering its profound meaning, and holding fast
its glorious truth. In Luke i. 70 we read that" He [God] spake through
the mouth of His holy prophets, who were from (the beginning of) the
age." In Acts iii. 18 we are told that God fulfilled in the sufferings
of Christ" the things which He announced before through the mouth
of all the prophets." And in the same chapter (verse 21) our thoughts
are directed to the times of the reconstruction of all things, of which
" God spake through the mouth of His holy prophets who were from
(the beginning of) the age." St. Paul at the commencement of the
Epistle to the Romans affirms that the promise of the Gospel was
given before by God" through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures."
Not less emphatic are the words in Hebrews i. 1, that God" spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets," or the declaration of
1 Peter i. 10 that the prophets searched" what, or what manner of
time, the Spirit of Christ Who was in them did signify, when He
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should
follow."
These proofs are by no means exhaustive, but they must be taken
as sufficient here; limitations of space forbid us to adduce any more.
They tell us that God was the speaker and He used chosen human
instruments for the communication of His will to men. Moreover,
they tell us, what may be gathered more fully from other passages,
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that this Divine Speaker was the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of
the Blessed Trinity (see Acts xxviii. 25; Heb. iii. 7; ix. 8; x. 15;
and 2 Peter i. 21). Then they tell us that the persons whom He
employed in carrying out His great work were" the prophets." But,
when we consider that term, we find that it means more than a foreteller; it signifies also a forthteller; and so it may be regarded as a
proper designation of each and every writer of the Bible. For example,
Moses is called a prophet (Acts iii. 22), and David is also described as
a prophet (Acts ii. 13), as well as those to whom the title is more
specifically applied. Indeed, the expression, " All the prophets who
were from (the beginning of) the age," may be taken to include every
one of the inspired authors of the several books of the Old Testament.
And then, once more, the proofs which we have given tell us where
the words of the Holy Spirit are to be found. They are to be found
in the Sacred Scriptures (Rom. i. 2). In fact, all the quotations which
are adduced as spoken by Him are manifestly derived from that source,
and from that source alone. Consequently we have the emphatic
declaration that" all (every) Scripture is given by inspiration of God"
(lit., is God-breathed), and by every Scripture is meant every pOltion
of those" Holy Writings" which Timothy had known from his childhood (2 Tim. iii. 16). And for the same reason the Old Testament,
with which the Jews were entrusted, is entitled the "Oracles (i.e.,
utterances) of God." From all this we conclude that the words of
the Bible are those of the Holy Spirit spoken and written down through
the instrumentality of men chosen for this gracious and glorious
purpose. It is true they have suffered some comparatively unimportant changes in translation from one language to another and transmission from generation to generation; but in substance and meaning
they may be found in our English Version as they were originally
delivered. While we read them the voice of God is speaking to our
minds and hearts.
We often hear it said that the Bible should be treated as an ordinary
book; that it should be regarded, studied, criticized and interpreted
like any other relic of ancient literature. But this is utterly wrong.
It claims to be unique, differing essentially from all merely human
productions, and no one can properly study or interpret it wuo ignore
its stupendous claim. The most learned critic may miss its meaning
altogether, while the humblest believer is illumined with the Dinne
wisdom that it imparts to his soul. Still, as of old, things hidden from
the wise and prudent are revealed unto babes. Nor should we eYer
be led astray by the notion that the written Word of God is insufficient
and needs to be supplemented by ecclesiastical tradition or modern
thought. The theories of men change. The dogmatic assertions of
one age are repudiated by the next. But the words of the Holy Spirit
spoken through the prophets are immutable and infallible, absolute
truth untouched by time's vicissitudes, eternally the same.
Man, like the grass at morning,
Droops ere the evening hour;
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His goodliness and beauty
Fade as the fading flower.
But who can shake the pillars
Of God's unchanging Word?
Amen, for He hath spoken,
Amen, thus saith the Lord.
[The above excellent article can be obtained in tract form from the
Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2, at 6d. per dozen; or 3s. per 100.]
PLEASURES AND "A FORM OF GODLINESS."
(FROM THE REV. J. ORMISTON'S The Satan of Scl'iptu1·e.)
"LOVERS of pleasures more than lovers of God." Let the untold
millions devoted to the erection of Crystal Palaces, museums, music
halls, conservatories, skating rinks, aquariums, race-grounds, theatres,
opera houses, extravagant hotels, and the like, together with the
fabulous sums required for their profitable maintenance and extension,
be weighed against the lamentable want of interest shown by the
masses of the people in the things of God, His honour, and His cause.
Then what of the crowds who flock to avail themselves of the welladvertised Sabbath excursions" by rail and boat" ~ What of the
Sabbath-open aquariums, the" palaces," both glass and gin ~ What,
too, shall be said to the Sunday loungers whose weary hours are spent
in idle chat, in reading the debasing newspaper, which has been well
called" the devil's Bible," in visiting and receiving visits, in letterwriting, and in any way other than in God's way ~ Then if --'s
establishment be open on the Sabbath for the aristocracy to carry
on their betting during the sacred hours, why, says the subtlety of
the serpent, put restrictions on similar privileges for the middle and
lower classes ~
"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof."
How fearfully exact a picture of our own times! Of those who name
the name of Christ few indeed depart from iniquity. Of those who
hold the truth by profession, alas! how many hold it in ungodliness:
Baptism is no criterion. Church membership is no criterion. Communication at the Lord's table is no criterion. For we see troops of
persons of all degrees conforming in all these respects, and yet wholly
given to the world. In fact, religious profession nowadays is easily
put on, and as easily put off. Provided that all allusion to the
regenerating work of the Holy Ghost for saving conversion to the
Lord Jesus Christ be avoided, any amount of outward conformity is
tolerated. The form is respectable, but the power of piety in the
practice and the life is intolerable. Such are these days of "early
communions," "high" and "low celebrations," "confessionals"
and" confessors," "festivals," "octaves," "matins," "evensongs,"
" effective services," "charming chants," "lovely flowers," "beautiful
vestments," and such like fleshly sentimentalities.
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G'Ut ~oung

foUts'

~age.

A TOUCHING INCIDENT.
ALL my dear young readers will be interested in the following true
story. It appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE more than twenty-four
years ago, and the Editor had taken it then from an " old magazine."
May it bring blessing, guidance, and help to many hearts. A young
man of eighteen or twenty, a student in a University, went one day
to take a walk with a Professor, who was commonly called the
" Student's Friend," such was his kindness to the young men whom
it was his office to instruct.
While they were now walking together, and the Professor was
seeking to lead the conversation to grave subjects, they saw a pair
of old shoes lying in their path, which they supposed must belong to
a poor man who was at work in a field close by, and who had nearly
finished his work.
The young student turned to the Professor, saying, "Let us play
the man a trick. We will hide his shoes, and conceal ourselves behind
those bushes, and watch to see his perplexity when he cannot find
them."
" My dear friend," answered the Professor, " we must never amuse
ourselves at the expense of others, especially of the poor; but you
are rich, and you may give yourself a much greater pleasure by means
of this poor man. Put a dollar in each shoe, and then we will hide
ourselves behind the bushes."
The student did so and then placed himself with the Professor
behind the bushes close by, through which they could easily "\latch
the labourer, and see what wonder or joy he might expres .
The poor man soon finished his work, and came across the field
to the path where he had left his coat and shoes. While he put on
his coat, he slipped one foot into one of his shoes, but, feeling something
hard, he stooped down and found the dollar. Astonishment and
wonder were seen upon his countenance. He gazed upon the dollar,
turned it round, and looked again and again. Then he looked round
him on all sides to see who might have put it there; but could see
no one. Then he put the money in his pocket, and proceeded to put
on his other shoe; but how great was his amazement when he found
the other dollar! His feelings overcame him. He fell on his knees,
looked up to heaven, and uttered a fervent thanksgiving to God,
in which he spoke of his sick and helpless wife, and his children without
bread, whom this timely bounty from some unknown hand would
save from perishing.
The young man stood deeply affected, and tears filled his eyes.
"Now," said the Professor, "are you not much better pleased than
if you had played your intended trick?" "Oh, dearest sir," answered
the youth, "you have taught me a lesson I hope never to forget.
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I feel now the truth of the words which I never before understood:
, It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "
It is most likely, too, that the poor, godly man had been crying
to the Lord for help in his great need, and that the Lord answered
E. A. H.
his prayer in this remarkable way.

4l!ottef.iponlJenCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary writes, " It is kind of you to send two
large parcels of literature. We have a great demand for such literature
by the men." If only our friends could see how much the magazines
and books are valued by the men they would rejoice. Fresh help to
the funds of the mission, however, is greatly needed to continue. I
am asked to acknowledge the receipt of a further 1000 copies of Mr.
W. Wileman's "Gospel Sermon Tracts," which we do with much
gratitude.
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
Yours sincerely,
Bristol, January, 1932.
R. E. BRIDER.
OF THE FALL OF MAN, OF SIN, AND OF THE PUNISHMENT
THEREOF.
1. OUR first parents, being seduced by the subtilty and temptation
of Satan, sinned in eating the forbidden fruit. This their sin God
was pleased, according to His wise and holy counsel, to permit, having
purposed to order it to His Own glory.
2. By this sin they fell from their original righteousness, and
communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled
in all the faculties and parts of soul and body.
3. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was
imputed, and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed
to all their posterity, descending from them by ordinary generation.
4. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed,
disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all
evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.
5. This corruption of nature, during this life doth remain in those
that are regenerated: and although it be through Christ pardoned
and modified, yet both itself, and all the motions thereof, are truly
and properly sin.
6. Every sin, both original, and actual, being a transgression of
the righteous law of God, and contrary thereunto, doth in its own
nature, bring guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is bound over to the
wrath of God, and curse of the law, and so made subject to death,
with all miseries spiritual, temporal, and eternal. (Chap. vi. of The
Westminster Confession of Faith.)
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l8tntHHant lI3eacnu.
"THE PLACE WHERE MEN OUGHT TO WORSHIP."

By

THE EDITOR.

"OUR fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." Thus spake
the Samaritan woman to our Lord. The Samaritans were a mixed
race, mainly of Gentile origin. They were brought by the King of
Assyria to occupy the cities of Samaria instead of the children of
Israel when the ten tribes had been carried away captive. A remnant
of the Isr'1elites, however, had ben left in the land, and these probably
intermingled with the Gentiles who had been brought to occupy the
depopulated cities. When the Jews returned from the Ba bylonian
captivity, the Samaritans proposed to assist them in rebuilding the
temple. Their aid, however, was refused, and subsequently they
built a temple of their own on Mount Gerizim. This temple was
destroyed in the year 129 B.O. The Samaritans, however, continued
to worship on that mountain. They had some knowledge of Jeho,ah,
but their knowledge of Him was imperfect. Hence our Lord aid to
them, "Ye worship that which ye know not." The Jews had no
dealings with the Samaritans, and it was a disputed point between
the two races which was the place where men ought to worship. The
question is a vital one. Where is the place where Christian men
ought to worship 1 The Scriptural answer will probably surprise
many. It is an answer, moreover, which strikes at the root of many
present-day errors. The answer is partly given by our Lord, and it
is partly supplied in other parts of Scripture.
In the first place it is evident that the place where men ought to
worship is no longer restricted to any earthly building. Under the
Old Testament dispensation there was but one legal place of wor hip.
Moses had told the children of Israel that when they came into the
land of Canaan, " there shall be a place which the Lord your God shall
choose to canse His name to dwell there." In that place, and at no
other, all their sacrifices were to be offered. The place which God
chose was Jerusalem. There, in the temple which Solomon built,
God put His name. There He manifested His presence. There He
dwelt between the cherubim. There, on the brazen altar, the sacrifices
were offered. There, the blood of atonement was sprinkled on and
before the mercy-seat. There, the Divinely-appointed prie ts
ministered, and there, the Divinely-prescribed ritual was carried out.
Sacrifices offered elsewhere were illegal, and were generally associated
with idolatry. Jerusalem was then the place where men ought to
worship. But even this one and only legal place of worship was to
be abolished. The time was coming when the temple would be
destroyed, its high priest would be superseded by the Priest after the
order of Melchisedec, and its sacrifices would be superseded by the
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one sacrifice which Christ offered once for all, and which was alone
efficacious to put away sin. "Woman," said our Lord, " believe Me,
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at
Jerusalem, worship the Father." Even the Divinely-appointed place
of worship at Jerusalem was to be destroyed. That place was temporarily the dwelling place of God. Towards that place the godly
Israelite turned when he worshipped God. But now there is no place
on earth where God's presence is in any sense localized. The Most
High" dwelleth not in temples made with hands." There is no longer
any earthly holy place. There is no longer any earthly house where
God's presence is manifested. Cathedrals and churches may be ever
so costly, beautiful and magnificent, but of none of them can it be
Scripturally said, " I have hallowed this house . . . to put My name
there for ever; and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there perpetually." In the strictest sense there is no longer any earthly place of
worship. There are buildings where God's people may congregate,
so that they may unitedly worship the Father, but the place of worship
is not earthly but heavenly; it is not visible, but invisible. Our
Lord did not minister in an earthly place of worship. As He did not
belong to the family of Aaron He could not minister at or in the temple
at Jerusalem. He was a Minister of the heavenly sanctuary, "and
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man." "Christ
being come an High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His
own blood He entered in once into the holy place." But into what
holy place did Christ enter ~ "Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." In like
manner God's people are to worship not in an earthly, but in a heavenly
place. They have "boldness to enter the holiest by the blood of
Jesus." But where is the holy of holies into which they have the
privilege of entering when they draw near with a true heart, in full
assurance of faith ~ It is not on earth. It is in heaven. It is not
within the rails of a chancel, furnished with a magnificent altar,
decked with cross, candles and flowers. That is not the place where
God dwells. Heaven is His throne, and there is His throne of grace
to which the redeemed are bidden to come boldly, that they may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Our worship,
wherever we be, is to be directed to our Father Who is in heaven.
Hence, in approaching the throne, and in entering the holiest, we
close our eyes, and in spirit we draw near to the invisible Occupant
of the heavenly throne. Thus, real worship is wholly independent
of beautiful buildings, gorgeous vestments, brilliant lights, classical
music, and artistic decorations.
There is but one way to the place where men ought to worship.
That way is Christ. He is the way, the truth, and the life. No man
cometh to the Father but by Him. "Through Him we have access
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by one Spirit unto the Father." The ground of approach is the blood
of atonement. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus . . . let us draw near." We cannot
enter apart from the blood of the Lamb slain. Not without blood
did the Jewish high priest enter the holy place of the temple at Jerusalem.
"Without shedding of blood is no remission." And apart from
the precious atoning blood of Christ there is no approach to the
throne, no pardon, no power, no blessing. Reader, where do you
worship ~ You may attend what is called a place of worship, and
yet fail to enter the holiest. You cannot worship in the place where
men ought to worship unless you are under the control of the Spirit
and have faith in the blood of the everlasting Covenant. The true
worshippers really worship the Father, through the Son, and by the
Spirit.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THROUGH the kindness of the Lady Visitors and friends the inmates
of the Hornsey Rise and Camberwell Homes had their Christmas
brightened with Christmas fare.
The various Sales of Work held recently had results that were
encouraging, especially considering the financial difficulties of the e
days. The Committee warmly thank all friends who were interested
in the work and co-operated in realizing the substantial help. There
have been many deaths amongst the beneficiaries during the last two
months, but on the other hand there have been many fresh applications,
so that the number of needy ones who enjoy the bounty of the Society
remains about the same-1080.
The Committee value the assistance rendered by Churches which
have had collections for the funds, and as a large free income is necessary
they would be glad if other Churches could favour them in this way.
The Annual Sermon on behalf of the Brentford Auxiliary will (D.V.) be
preached by the Secretary on Thursday, Feb. 25th, and collections will
also be taken at the Services at Courland Grove Chapel, Clapham, on
Sunday, Feb. 14th.

We have received
THE CAUSE OF INDIAN UNREST. By Brig. Gen. F. D. Frost, C.B.E.,
M.C., I.A. (retd.). Price 2id. post free. Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.

" A SINNER, after feeling his sinfulness, is made to feel his helplessness.
Thus he is made to come guilty and helpless, a ruined sinner to the
Saviour."-John BeTTidge.

