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" Who comforteth US in all our trihulatlon, that we may he able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTllIAN8 i. 4.

THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS. I.
" All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee."

-1 CHRONICLES xxix. 14.

WHEN the principal men of David's kingdom, following David's
own example, had " offered willingly to the LORD" for the building
of the temple at Jerusalem, David said, "Who am I, and what is
my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this
sort ~ for all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we
given Thee."
David seems to have felt humbled before GOD with a sense of
his own unworthiness, and the unworthiness of his people, to offer
of their wealth to the LORD. Their willingness to give and their
ability to give were not due to anything in them. It was the
grace of GOD which had disposed them to give, and had enabled
them to give. They had no ground of boasting. Though they
had given liberally and abundantly the power to give had come
from GOD, and it was the grace of GOD which had separated them
from all other people and given them the privilege of having a
part in the building of a house in which the LORD would symbolically take up his abode.
All the members of the LORD'S family have reason to say,
"Who am I ~" In ourselves we are but dust and ashes, and
hell-deserving sinners. We are not worthy of the least of all the
mercies and of all the truth which GOD has shown to us. On
another occasion David said, "Who am I, 0 LORD GOD ~ and
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what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto" (2 Sam.
vii. 18).
The more we realize that" all things are of GOD" (2 Cor. v. 18),
the more we shall humble ourselves before Him. It was because
David realized this great truth that he said, " All things come of
Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee." Here are truths
which all the family of GOD need to remember. Let us in
dependence on the SPIRIT'S teaching make them the subject of
our meditation.
First, let us note that all things come 01 GOD in regard to creation.
To Him it is rightly said, " Thou art worthy, 0 LORD, to receive
glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created cdl things, and
for Thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. iv. 11). All
things in heaven, in the earth, and in the sea, owe their being to
Him. He" created all things by JESUS CHRIST" (Ephes. iii. 9);
and of CHRIST it is written, "By Him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before
all things, and by Him all things consist" (Col. i. 16, 17).
The book of Genesis records this wondrous display of Divine
power. The fourth commandment, spoken by the voice of GOD
from Mount Sinai, reiterates this great record. It says, "In six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is" (Exod. xx. 11). He is "the living GOD, 'Nhich made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein"
(Acts xiv. 15).
No human being was present to witness the stupendous and
wonderful exhibitions of GOD'S creative power, but GOD Himself
has graciously revealed to us His mighty acts. In particular He
has revealed to us that man himself owes his being to GOD'S special
creative power. "GOD created man in His own image, in the
image of GOD created He him; male and female created He them"
(Gen. i. 27). The doctrine of man's evolution from an ape-like
creature has therefore no place in Scripture, nor can any man,
who believes the Word of GOD, believe in the doctrine of evolution.
All created things come of GOD. "The heavens declare the
glory of GOD; and the firmament showeth His handy work." ·When
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we consider the heavens, the work of His fingers, the moon and the
stars, which He has ordained, we are constrained to say, " What is
man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of man that
Thou visitest him? " (Psa. viii. 3, 4; xix. 1). How insignificant
we are! How humbled we ought to be in the presence of "the
everlasting GOD, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth"
(Isa. xl. 28).
Let us adore Him and glorify His name, as we realize that all
created things, animate and inanimate, celestial and terrestrial,
angelic and human, all things in the whole universe, come of Him.
Secondly, all things come 0/ Him in regard to providence.
One of the collects in the Prayer Book has the words, " 0 GOD,
'Vhose never-failing providence ordereth all things in heaven and
earth." These words suggest the meaning of providence. It
might be said to denote GOD'S government of the world, His
superintending control over all things, and His special superintending care of His elect people. Providence implies His
sovereignty over the universe which He has created. He" worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will" (Ephes. i. 11). "He
doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say
unto Him, What doest Thou? " (Dan. iv. 35).
Two sparrows are sold for a farthing, yet our LORD says, " One
of them shall not fall on the ground without your FATHER" (Matt.
x. 29). That is to say, even a small and comparatively worthless
little bird does not fall dead on the ground without the knowledge,
will, and arrangement of GOD. Behind all second causes is the
purpose and will of GOD. As He worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will, so He planned and arranged that J oseph
should be sold into Egypt and that he should ultimately be exalted
to the highest position next to the throne (see Gen. xlv. 5, 7, 8 ;
I. 20).
So the death of the LORD JESUS CHRIST was the result of the
"determinate counsel and foreknowledge of GOD," though men
by wicked hands crucified and slew Him (Acts ii. 23).
Events do not happen by chance in the lives of GOD'S people.
GOD is behind them, and He makes all things work together for
their good (see Rom. viii. 28). It was a wicked thing to take
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Paul prisoner, and to keep him bound in Cresarea for more than
two years, and then to send him as a prisoner to Rome. Paul,
however, was enabled to see the overruling providence of GOD in
all this trying experience. Hence he called himself, not the
prisoner of Nero, but" the prisoner of the LORD."
We need more and more to recognize GOD'S overruling providence
in the events and circumstances of our lives. We may often
wonder why such and such seemingly desirable things are denied
us, and we may be inclined to attribute the withholding of these
things to human influences, but we do well to remember that our
gracious GOD is working all things together for our good. He
knows what is best for us. No human influences and no second
causes can prevent His bestowing upon us what is best for us. If
therefore He, in His providence, withholds anything which we
thought desirable, we may be sure it is best for us. In the matter
of providence let us cheerfully say with David, " All things come
of Thee."
Thirdly, all things come ot God in regard to temporal supplies and
temporal blessings.
" He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" (Acts xvii. 25).
Our life, and all our bodily and mental powers are of Him. " The
LORD is good to all: and His tender mercies are over all His works.'
He "satisfieth the desire of every living thing." "He giveth to
the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry." "The
young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from GOD."
(Psa. civ. 21; cxlv. 9, 16).
He specially cares for the members of His own family. They
are bidden not to take anxious thought for their life or for what
they shall eat or drink, or how they shall be clothed. They are
reminded that their heavenly F !\.THER feedeth the birds and the
question is asked, " Are ye not much better than they ~" They
are reminded that it is GOD Who clothes the grass of the field,
and the LORD JESUS says, "Shall He not much more clothe you ~ "
" Seek ye first the kingdom of GOD, and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you" (see Matt. vi. 25, 26, 30, 33).
"Both riches and honour come of Thee," says David (1 Chron.
xxix. 12). It is He Who giveth us power to get wealth, and it is
He Who places us in honourable positions. He is "the living
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GOD, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. vi. 17).
It is plainly true, then, and we need to remember it, that in
respect of temporal blessings and positions, all things come of Him.
Fourthly, all things come 0/ Him in regard to election, redemption, regeneration, just~lication, preservation and eternal glory.
We did not choose Him, but He chose us. Do we love Him ~
It is because He first loved us. We did not redeem ourselves from
the merited curse of the law, but when the fulness of the time was
come He sent forth His SON to redeem us that we might receive
the adoption of sons.
We did not bring about our own regeneration, but" GOD, Who
is rich in 'mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even
when we were dead in sins hath quickened us together with CHRIST"
(Ephes. ii. 4, 5).
We did not nor could we justify ourselves, but He justified us
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS. He is "just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in
JESUS." "Who shall lay anything to the charge of GOD'S elect ~
It is GOD that justifieth " (see Rom. iii. 24, 26; viii. 33). He it
is Who clothes His people with the garments of salvation, and
covers them with the robe of justifying righteousness. We do not
keep ourselves, but " are kept by the power of GOD through faith
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 5).
We persevere because He Who hath begun a good work in us
will perform it until the day of JESUS CHRIST (see PhiI. i. 6). We
do not draw back into perdition, but believe to the saving of the
soul, because His Word assures us that we shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck us' out of His hand (see Heb. x. 39 ;
John x. 27-29).
We shall finally be in glory, because He is the Bringer of the
many sons unto glory (Heb. ii. 10).
Even our repentance and faith are Divine gifts (Acts v. 31;
Ephes. ii. 8). Where is boasting then ~ It is excluded. " What
hast thou that thou didst not receive?" (1 Cor. iv. 7.) Where
comes in "man's part" in his salvation ~ Is it not clear beyond
the shadow of a doubt that in regard to our election, redemption,
regeneration, justification, preservation, and final glorification all
things come of Him ~
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o that all His people might heartily and unreservedly, hum bly
and thankfully, say with the inspired apostle, "OF HIM, AND
THROUGH HIM, AND TO Hur ARE ALL THINGS: TO VVHOM BE GLORY
FOR EVER. A:~rEN" (Rom. xi. 36).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

LORD'S-DAY OBSERVANCE AND CHRISTIAN
RESPONSIBILITY.
LOVERS of the Lord's Day may well take to heart the lessons to be
learned from the increasing Sabbath desecration. What is their own
responsibility in the matter? Surely the shallow plea that a brief
religious observance in the early morning satisfies the claims of God
regarding the keeping holy of His Day should be treated by them with
the contempt it deserves and should be met by an increased carefulnes
on their part to hallow the day in its entirety. If Christian people
would set themselves to honour the Day and its Giver by refraining
from things which would involve unnecessary work for themselves and
others on Sunday, the salt of Christian influence and example would
not so sadly lose its savour. It is something that our postmen are free
from their rounds of delivery on the Lord's Day, but they haye to
make their rounds to clear the pillar-boxes of letters freely posted by
Christian people. Similarly, telephone operators are kept busy
largely by the use made of the telephone by Christian people on
Sunday. Railway servants and bus and tram workers are also kept
at work by those who do not recognize their personal responsibility
in the matter. And Sunday newspapers, too, often find their way into
Christian homes. If self-denial -rmd taking up of the cross be really
essential to discipleship, it would be well if more of it were manifested
in connection with the use of the Day which God has sct apart for
man's highest, spiritual welfare.
But besides the negative restrictions of Sabbath observance, there
are the positive duties which are incumbent on all true Christians. The
Day is to be a delight to all who love the Lord and who seek to proyc
their love by keeping His commandments. Such will readily and
joyfully respond to the call to worship, not limiting their worship to
some small portion of the Day but gladly flocking to God's House of
Prayer to join others in Common Prayer and Praise. In too many
places the evening hour of worship is sadly neglected. It is a good
thing when God's grateful people meet both morning and evening to
acknowledge Him in worship.-The " English Churchman."
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GOD VISITING GENTILE SINNERS.
"Sirneon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles,
to take out of them a people for H1'S narne."-AcTs xv. 14.

THIS chapter records the holding of a meeting or council at
Jerusalem to consider the question whether Gentile converts to
Christ and His truth should be compelled to be circumcised. In
other words, the question had to be considered whether or not
circumcision was, as some taught, necessary to salvation. The
meeting consisted of the apostles and elders and of the whole
Church (verses 6, 22).
James seems to have presided at this council (verses 13, 19,
etc.). Who this James was is not precisely stated. He is also
mentioned in chapters xii. 17; xxi. 18. It seems clear from
Galatians i. 19 that he was" James the Lord's brother." As the
one who presided at the council, he seems to have summed up the
discussion which took place. In doing so he referred to the speech
which Simon Peter had made. He said, "Simeon hath declared
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them
a people for His name."
Peter had said that" a good while ago" God had chosen that
the Gentiles by Peter's mouth should hear the word of the Gospel
and believe. On that occasion God put no difference between the
Jews and the Gentiles, but saved the latter through the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, precisely as He saved His chosen ones amongst
the Jews. The great mercy which God had shown to Peter's
Gentile hearers (Cornelius and his company) is called by James
a Divine visiting of the Gentiles to take out of them a people for
His name (see Acts x. 34-48; xv. 7-14).
It is about this Divine visiting of the Gentiles that we propose
to write, and we tr~st that we shall be enabled by the Spirit to
write profitably on) this subject. As most of our readers are
Gentiles, the gracious visitation of God to Gentile sinners is a matter
of deep interest to them.
Three things seem to call for our consideration. First, when did
God visit the Gentiles? Secondly, how did He visit them, and
thirdly, why did He visit them?
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First, let us consider when God visited the Gentiles.
The time referred to is the time when God showed mercy upon
Cornelius and his company (chap. x.). On that occasion God
definitely and clearly revealed that Gentiles as well as Jews were
to be amongst the objects of His grace and mercy. Cornelius
was a Gentile. God had put His fear into his heart. He had no
doubt regenerated him by His Spirit and made him "a devout
man, and one that feared God" and a man who" prayed to God
alway" (Acts x. 2). Apparently, like the Old Testament saints,
he was trusting in a Messiah yet to come. God, however, further
visited him, and arranged that through the Apostle Peter he should
hear of a Christ Who had come, and who had by His death procured
pardon for all His believing people, whether Jew or Gentile. Thus
he heard the word of the Gospel and believed. God purified his
heart by faith, and the hearts of other Gentiles with him. He
saved them by His grace. No doubt God had visited other
Gentiles with His mercy in Old Testament times. Abel, Enoch
and Noah lived before Abraham, and they were Divinely visited.
Mercy had been shown to them. Melchizedek was not of Abraham's
family according to the flesh, nor was Job, nor was Ebed-melech
the Ethiopian (see Jer. xxxviii. 7-13; xxxix. 16-18), yet they
evidently experienced Divine visits of mercy.
The visit of God to Cornelius and his company, however, was
a formal, d~fi.nite and clear indication to Peter and the rest of the
apostles that believing Gentiles as well as Jews were to be welcomed
unconditionally into that Church which Christ had purchased with
His own blood. The case of Cornelius and his company was
designed to demonstrate beyond question, and for all time, that
" there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
God is the God of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews. " It is one
God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith" (Rom. x. 12, 13; iii. 29, 30). "The righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ (is) unto all and upon
all them that believe" whether they are Jews or Gentiles; "for
there is no difference" (Rom. iii. 22).
What mercy is here, dear Gentile believing readers. It might have
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pleased God in the exercise of His sovereign mercy to leave us out of
the scheme of His grace. We were" Gentiles in the flesh," "without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers.
from the Covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God
in the world," but God visited us, and now in Christ Jesus, we,
who sometimes were far off, "are made nigh by the blood of
Christ." We are" no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the hou~hold of God." We are
"fellowheirs, and of the same body, and' partakers of His promise
in Christ by the Gospel." To us as well as to the Jews is preached
" the unsearchable riches of Christ" (Ephes. ii. 11-13; iii. 6, 8).
God hath mercy on whom He will have mercy (see Rom. ix. 15,
16, 18), and He has willed to have mercy on us Gentiles. What
grace He has shown, and what reason we have to praise Him, if
we have tasted of His grace. It is none of our doing. It is no
credit to us. To Him must be the sole glory if He has graciously
condescended to visit us with His saving mercy. It is all due to
His electing grace.
Secondly, let us consider how He visited them.
1. First, He visited them by sending the Redeemer. The incarnation and death of our Lord Jesus Christ were designed for the
benefit of all the chosen people of God, whether Jews or Gentiles.
The blood of the new Covenant, which He shed for many for the
remission of sins was shed to secure this great blessing for Gentiles
as well as Jews. Hence our Lord told His disciples that" repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among
all nations" (Luke xxiv. 47).
The first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ was a Divine visit to
the fallen peoples of this earth. It was an indication that the
Lord had looked upon the people of His choice in order to help
or benefit them, that He had a tender and compassionate regard
for those whom He had chosen in Christ before the foundation of
the world. When our Lord had raised from the dead the son of
the widow of Nain, "There came a fear on all," who witnessed
that marvellous display of His compassion and power, "and they
glorified God, saying, that a great prophet is risen up among us ;
and, that God hath visited His people" (Luke vii. 16). They felt
that after a long period during which no prophet of God had
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appeared (if we except John the Baptist), God had shown His
regard for His people. The redeeming purpose of this Divine visit,
however, is recognized by Zacharias when he ,fays, "Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited! and redeemed His
people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house
of his servant David " (Luke i. 68, 69). God in the person of His
Son, had visited His people to redeem them from the curse of the
law which they had broken. He had visited them to be wounded
for their transgressions. He had visited them to bear their
iniquities, to die for their sins, to suffer, the Just for the unjust,
that He might reconcile them unto Himself. 0 the mercy that
God should visit us sinners! 0 the grace that He should look
with compassion on us rebels! 0 the love that sent His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. We should have finally been in
hell had He not thus visited us. Had it not been for this Divine
visit which culminated in the death of the cross we should have
been without hope, lost, and irretrievably ruined. Blessed indeed
be God, adored for ever be His name, that He hath thus visited
His people.
" Hell was our just desert,
And He that hell endured;
Guilt broke His guiltless heart
With wrath that we incurred:
We bruised His body, spilt His blood;
And both became our heavenly food." (Joseph Hart.)
"Through the tender mercy of our God, the Dayspring from
on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to_guide our feet into the way of peace ,.
(Luke i. 78, 79).
2. Secondly, God hath visited the Gentiles by send'ing to them His
Spirit.
Neither Jews nor Gentiles would ever value the redeeming work
of our Lord Jesus Christ were it not for the quickening, convicting
and regenerating operations of the Spirit. God in mercy pours
His Spirit abundantly on the objects of His mercy. The result
is, they are born again, they become convinced of sin, they tru t
in the blood and righteousness of Christ, and" being justified by
His grace," they are" made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life" (see Titus iii. 5-7).
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3. Thirdly, God visits His people by His messenge1'S and by His
Word.

Peter said, "God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by
my mouth should hear the word of the Gospel, and believe" (Acts
xv. 7).
It was God '¥ho arranged to send Peter to Cornelius and his
company to make known unto them the word of truth, the Gospel
of their salvation. In like manner He arranged that Philip should
join himself to the Ethiopian eunuch, and preach unto him Jesus
from the prophecy of Isaiah. So God now by His providence
sends His messengers and His Word into the dark places of the
earth. He thus visits them to take out of them a people. Every
report which we read of conversions among the Gentiles is a proof
that God is visiting them. In vain would His messengers go, and
in vain would His Word be circulated, if He Himself by His Spirit
did not precede them, and prepare the hearts of His chosen ones
for the saving reception of Gospel truth.
Thirdly, let us consider why He visited the Gentiles.
The visit which the Lord made to the Gentiles in Cresarea was
evidently the beginning of a long series of visits to the Gentile
objects of His mercy. Many such visits were made in apostolic
times, and in all the centuries which have elapsed since those
times, and God is still visiting the Gentiles at home and abroad.
He visits them to take out a people from amongst them. That is
to say, He visits them to call, quicken, regenerate, sanctify, justify,
pardon, and save a great multitude which no man can number.
It is not God's purpose, nor is it His object to save all the Gentiles
or all the Jews without exception. His object is to " accomplish
the number of His elect" to use an expression in the Burial
service. This is what He has been doing. This is what He is
doing, and we have no Scriptural warrant to expect anything
more, but we have abundant warrant to expect that God will
take out a people from amongst the peoples of the world. All
that the Father hath given to Christ shall come to Him. All the
sheep will hear Christ's voice. All of them He will bring, and they
shall become one flock under one Shepherd (see John vi. 37; x. 16,
27, 28).
Nothing can prevent this Divine and gracious purpose from
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being accomplished, and there is no truth so encouraging to the
faithful minister, missionary, or other labourer in the Lord's
vineyard. Despite all the discouragements which confront them
they may rest assured that God will ultimately and mercifully
accomplish the number of His elect. God took the people of
Israel to Himself" for a people," and He became their God. He
said, "I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other
people, that ye should be Mine" (see Exod. vi. 6--8; Lev. xx. 26).
So He is taking out a people from amongst the Gentiles, and He is
also saving a remnant of Jews" according to the election of grace."
They are Divinely "chosen out of the world" (John xv. 19),
brought into the narrow way, and made clearly a distinct people
from the world at large.
This people God takes out for His name.
He takes them out for Himself. He says, " I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people." In time past they were" not a people," but they
are now" the people of God." Moses said of Israel, "the Lord
hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace
even out of Egypt, to be unto Him a people of inheritance, as ye
are this day." Jehovah said, "This people have I formed for
Myself; they shall show forth My praise" (see 2 Cor. vi. 16;
1 Pet. ii. 10; Deut. iv. 20; Isa. xliii. 21). Those whom the Lord
takes out He takes out for Himself. They are separated from all
the people on the face of the earth to be His own peculiar people.
They have been redeemed with a price-the precious blood of
Christ. They are not their own. They belong to God. Hence
they are to recognize this great truth. They are not to please
themselves. Their sole aim in life is to walk worthy of God unto
all pleasing. His will is to rule their life, walk, and conversation.
They are no longer to live the rest of their time "in the flesh to
the lusts of men, but to the will of God" (1 Pet. iv. 2). We are
continually to remember that we are not our own, but seeing that
we are God's people through His infinite grace, we are to seek in
all things to glorify Him and to do His will. This is the great
incentive to practical holiness. "They which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for
them, and rose again" (2 Cor. v. 15). Those whom God has
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visited and taken out to be His people cannot consistently live
any longer in sin. They cannot be indifferent to their daily walk.
They cannot be unconcerned about sin. The more they are taught
of God, the more they will realize the enormity of sins of thought,
sins of word, and sins of deed. They will tremble at God's word.
They will abhor that which is evil and cleave to that which is good.
Mere head knowledge of Divine truth does not suffice. If God
has indeed visited us, and taken us out to be His people, we shall
manifest our relationship to Him by living soberly, righteously,
and godly, and by looking for that blessed hope, and the appearing
of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. A holy
and consistent walk is the great proof that we have been Divinely
visited, regenerated, separated, and taken out from the world
which lieth in the wicked one.
Dear readers, has God visited you ~ Has He looked upon you
in mercy and pity. Have you so heard His Word that you have
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and have been saved by His
grace ~ If so, then, the fruits of His salvation will abound in your
hearts and lives.
But the Lord does not visit His people once for all. They need
His presence daily. They need frequent visits. Feeling this their
prayer will be, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour that
Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me with Thy salvation;
that I may see, the good of Thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the
gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine inheritance"
(Psa. cvi. 4, 5).
" Extend to me that favour, Lord,
Thou to Thy chosen dost afford;
When Thou return'st to set them free,
Let Thy salvation visit me."
The more we realize our need of the Divine presence and blessing
the more we shall be ready to say:" Visit, then, this soul of mine,
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief,
Fill me, Radiancy Divine;
Scatter all my unbelief ;
:More and more Thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day."
THE EDITOR.
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l\lilgtim ~apetfj.·
WELLSPRINGS.
" And he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches. For
thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain;
yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye,
and your cattle, and your beasts. And this is but a light thing in the
sight of the Lord: He will deliver the Moabites also into your hand."2 KINGS iii. 16-18.
Mo AB had been subdued under David, and he had served and paid
tribute. But in the page before us, their king, Mesha, who was rich in
cattle, being a sheep master, now rebelled against the King of Israel, the
former king (Ahab) being dead. Jehoram is now king of Israel, and
he consults with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, who, alas! not only in
this instance, answers rashly and hastily, without any seeking for
counsel and wisdom from Jehovah. It may have been that since the
Moabites had but recently invaded Judah, Jehoshaphat was the more
ready to accede to Jehoram's proposal, and he not only says he will
join Israel's king, but dictates the way (verse 8). They find to
their confusion that the country before them was lacking in water
for themselves and their cattle. Thus Jehovah began to put the
check upon the king of Judah and to show him his rashness and sin.
At another time Jehoshaphat joined affinity with Ahab, and his life
being in danger, he was moved to" cry out" and find the ever faithful
God at hand to help him. Have you not known to your cost, child
of God, that when you have just jumped at a conclusion and taken the
way that seemed best unto your fleshly reason, you had to be humbled
and made to do what should have been your first resolve 1 Oh! what
broken bones the children of God get to themselves for their folly and
sin in acting for themselves! Some of us may have learned our best
lessons, however, in these humbling times, and are now content to
take the lowest place as little children at the feet of Him Who is our
only Wisdom. The famine of water makes the kings fearful-they will,
after all, be delivered into the hand of Moab. And now, " Jehoshaphat
said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may inquire of the
Lord by him 1 And one of the king of Israel's servants answered
and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water upon
the hands of Elijah."
It is a somewhat unique picture that these three kings go to visit
the prophet instead of sending for him to visit them! Read, too, the
prophet's scathing remark to the king of Israel! "What have I to do
with thee 1 Get thee to the prophets of thy father and to the prophets
of thy mother. . . . And Elisha said, As the Lord liveth, before whom
I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat,
king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now
bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played,
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that the hand of the Lom came upon him. And be said, Thus saith
the Lord, make this valley full of ditches," etc. Oh! the supreme
recognition in the servants of the Lord as His witnesses, ministers and
ambassadors! "God, before Whom I stand." The king of Israel was
as nothing to the prophet-the King of kings everything!
Whilst the minstrel played, who was called into the presence of the
prophet, as he waited upon the Lord and stayed his heart upon his God,
feeling doubtless his own insufficiency and seeking help and counsel
from on high, he presently replies to the waiting kings, with a Thus
saith the Lord as preface, and which must needs be the preface of
declaration in every sent minister ~f the Gospel-if his message is to be
clothed with power and success.
" For thus saith the Lord, make this valley full of ditches." His
God was preparing the way for a miracle and a mighty miracle too!
And notice in passing, just as our God prepares the way in nature, so
He does in grace. The earthen vessel must be empty before He will
presently fill it with the oil of His grace. Yes, emptied by whatever
humbling process He chooses, and thereby made ready for the infiowings
of that mighty, invisible, invincible grace, unhindered and uncontrolled
by man. "For this saith the Lord, ye shall not see wind, neither shall
ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may
drink, both ye and your cattle and your beasts."
The band of man should not be in it: neither should they ;>erceive
clouds which in the ordinary course of nature are filled with water and
empty themselves upon the ~arth. No wind, cloud nor rain, and yet! ...
It was, although differing in its mission and extent of time, as wonderful
as the direct giving from Heaven of the manna to the children of Israel
in the wilderness. They saw not whence it came, they called it
manna-what is it! As wonderful, too, as the sending of bread, which
broke up the prolonged famine in. Samaria, when the sinful unbelief
of a lord who had" answered the man of God and said, Now, behold,
if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be 1 "
was rebuked by death.
The work of our God, which you and I have been taught blessedly to
delight and glory in, fellow-believer, is silent, sovereign, specific and
supreme. Look at such a declaration as " Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen, were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3).
(The last time I heard that read in the House of Prayer, I thought what
a blasting answer it was to the evolutionist.)
But we must not linger over the historical, though deeply interesting,
portion before us, but do notice in passing, dear reader, the time at
which the water was filling the trenches of the valley. The children
of Judah probably did not see its coming. They were engaged at the
morning sacrifice! "And it came t,o pass in the morning, when the
meat offering was offered, that behold, there came water by the way
of Edom, and the country was filled with water." Jehovah wills to be
worshipped, and He will work independently of man. On and on
5

62

The Gospel Magazine

gently flows the water, filling the pools and every inlet, presently
flowing copiously until" it filled the country," and would supply all
the demands for man and beast and even work another miracle by its
presence!
On its borders gather the Moabites, armed and massed for the war.
But, lo! the sun in the heavens arose and shone upon those prepared
and sent waters, until they shone in ruby redness from its influence,
and the Moabites take it that they are looking upon the blood of their
slain enemies, and so decide to fly upon the spoil, which as you know
they did to their cost. Oh, what a miracle the great Creator wrought
by causing His" Sun to shine in the heavens!" And what cannot the
greater Sun of Righteousness do when He arises to battle with sin and
" with healing in His wings."
Are there times in your sanctified memories, children of God, when
you were brought to " stand still and see the salvation of your God ~ "
Have you not been brought to the place in your wilderness warfare
where you have learned (for the time at all events, for self dies hard !)
your utter impotency and proved your God to be the God of the
impossible ~
"0 God of the ImpossibleSince all things are to Thee
But soil, in which Omnipotence
Can work Almightily I
"0 God of the Impossible,
When we no hope can see,
Grant us the faitb that still believes
All possible to Thee."
(J. H. S.)

In your small measure have you not had your experiences, as the
children of Israel had in their desperately !':t.rger measure at the Red
Sea ~ "Speak-that they go forward," when there was the billowy
sea before, the rocks of Pihahiroth at their sides and the enemy fast
gaining ground at thei~ rear.
" Have you come to t4e Red Sea place in your life,
Where, in spite of all you can do,
There is no way out, there is no way back,
There is no other way but through?
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene,
. 'Till the night of your fear is gone:
He will send the winds, He will heap the floods,1
When He says to your soul, 'Go on!'
" And His Hand shall lead yc,u through, clear through,
Ere the watery walls roll down;
No wave can touch you. no foe can smite,
No mightiest sea can drown,
The tossing billows may rear their crests,
Their foam at your feet may break;
But over their bed you shall walk dry-shod
In :'he path that your Lord shall make."
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Oh! what have we not proved of the faithfulness, strength and
mighty love of our all-gracious, all-compassionate God in appearing
at the times of our greatest straits and direst needs! My thoughts
have been directed to this meditation through the great trial of faith
which hung as a heavy cloud over a long-favoured spot in Zion where
the Truth had been preached for upwards of one and a half centuries,
and which has continued in the place of His people's affections and
where they had for so long delighted to honour Him in acceptable
worship and were without an appointed under-shepherd. And now
they had come to the place where man's extremity was reached and
the case apparently hopeless. Long months had been passing, laden
with the prayers of His exercised people, and yet there were so many
perplexing circumstances, surprising disappointments, slain hopes,
crossed expectations, and hope now at expiring point as the time limit
ran out. But as one dear child of God wrote to another exercised
saint, " There is no limit with our God," and that c1ild hung in all her
helplessness and upon the bare Omnipotence of Him Who had spoken,
" Trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass." So deep down in
their hearts, the dear people of God hoped against hope, trusted a
faithful God and constantly encouraged themselves before the Throne
of Grace, asking Him to remember His Word unto His servants upon
which He had caused them to hope. Help from m'l.n was now utterly
"vain." Hope from every source they had looked to was now over.
Then it was time for the Lord to work-and work the Lord did,
miraculously, mercifully, marvellously and all worthy of Himself.
The hearts of all are in His Hand. He can control and direct
in wisdom, and this He did in amazing convincing proof that
only His Hand and His voice were in it. And thus did He return
in mercies and favours, give a sweet surprise, as sunshine after rain,
and made a dear servant of God able and willing to accept the
sacred privilege of ministering unto a building up of a people upon
their holy faith. May both alike be richly blessed and a faithful pastor's
heart be made to rejoice as he sees his flock walking in the truth, living
at peace with one another and adorning the doctrines they love and
profess. The God of the promises had kept alive His work in the
hearts of His exercised people who Jonah-like had cried, " I am cast
out of thy sight; yet will I look again toward Thy holy temple," and
like Jonah also they proved how" salvation is of the Lord."
Child of God who art reading these pages, can you endorse what has
been set forth? Are you in some" wits-end corner," and hanging
with all your expiring strength upon bare Omnipotence and bringing
before Him, Thou saidst? Is faith still clinging (sinfully feeble as you
know it to be), upon some promise spoken long years since and upon
which death in large letters appears to be written? Are the sands of
Time fast running out? Is physical weakness overtaking some dear
one for whom you have travailed in birth so many long years, until
Christ be formed in him? Is your case like that of the prophet, with
no yielding of vine or fig tree, and the fields all parched and the cattle
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and herds dying for want of pasture 1 If so, say with him, "Yet, I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." "Sinner,
glorify God, by hanging about Him in your spirit, in hope" (J. K. P.) ..
The age of miracles is not past. The God of miracles still lives.
Jesus" ever liveth to make intercession" for His people. "Just in
the last distressing hour, the Lord displays delivering power; the
mount of danger is the place where we shall see surprising grace."
When our gracious God gives such marked answers to prayer as His
children in all ages have proved, shall it not be that we shall
seek to praise and glorify Him more and more Who hath done such
great things and wonderful for us and all worthy of Himself 1 Wherefore, "ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life " (Jude 20,21).

R.
"THOU KNOWEST . . . THOU UNDERSTANDETH."
(PSALM cxxxix. 2.)

o

FAINTING heart, lift up thy weary hands;
Thy Father knows, He surely understands:
Above thy darkest cloud His mercy shines,
And love fulfils the purpose He designs.
Dost thou forget His former works, and say
That He has ceased His goodness to display 1
Can He forget the favour He has planned
And like a mortal fail to understand 1

Thy Father sees thy soul-consuming care;
Go to His feet, and weep thy sorrow there:
A little while, and in the glory-land
Him thou shalt praise, and fully understand.
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE saints of God are growing weary of the proud boastings of man,
and of the vain plans being laid in the wisdom of the flesh for the glorifying of earth's coming leader. Satan's bold assaults on the simple faith
of God's Church are causing her to cry out much more of late tb.an ever
before, "How long, 0 Lord, how long 1" Human science, human
philosophies, human religionism, in their varied combinations, must
meanwhile continue to exercise all the true people of God till their Lord
come to deliver them from the temptation-the final temptation. Yet
a little while, and the wicked one shall cease from troubling, and the
weary ones shall be for ever at rest.-Rev. J. Ormiston in " The Satan
of Scripture."
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StrmOnfJ anlJ oN otefi of SetmOnfi.
THE

CHURCH,

NOT

APPOINTED TO BRING MEN TO
CHRIST.
A SERMON BY THE REV. MICHAEL HOBART SEYMOUR, M.A.,
PREACHED IN TRINITY SQUARE, SOUTHWARK, Nov. 15TH, 1846.

" Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses
was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle ;
for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according to the pattern
shewed to thee in the mount."-HEBREWS viii. 5.

THE idea involved in the word CHURCH, the Church of God, is expressed
in the original by the word ecclesia-a word which strictly signifies" a
calling out, a gathering out," and is descriptive of those, whom God
hath called out, gathered out, of the masses of the human family, unto
Himself. It was the purpose of God from everlasting to save a
people, by His Son Jesus Christ, Who should be monuments of the
power of His grace, and of the wonders of His redeeming love; and
we are therefore told that" in the fulness of time God sent forth His
Son made of a woman," that He might gather together a people" out
of every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people," and might
raise them up, so as to sit together with Himself in heavenly places.
This people constitute the Church; it is a calling out, a gathering out,
from among the human family, unto God. And therefore, when we
use the word" Church," we do not allude to the Church of England.,
nor to the Church of Scotland, nor to the Church of Greece, nor to the
Church of Rome; but we allude to that body, of whom it was written,
that they were a countless multitude before the throne of God, clothed
in white robes, and bearing palms in their hands; and as they circled
around the throne of God, they sung their song of " salvation to our
God, that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever." And when the question was asked respecting them-" Who
are these, that are clothed in white robes, and whence came they? "
the answer given is-" These are -they, which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb, therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night in His temple; and He that sitteth upon
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any
heat. For the Lamb Which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." These are the Church; and
as this idea of a Church is complex, and one in all ages of exceeding
difficulty to .impress sensibly upon the minds of men, and particularly
in the earlier ages of the human family, it was necessary for His dealings
in the midst of them, and for His purposes respecting them, that some
means should be devised, in the councils of the most High, by which
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so important a matter as God's future "purposes, in th9 calling out and
gathering together a people, as a Church, unto Himself, should be
embodied and presented before the minds of men. In this the wisdom
of the Infinite was not at fault-and it is in reference to this, that the
words of our text were uttered; namely, that the priests of the old
law were serving only "unto the example and shadow of heavenly
things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make
the tabernacle: for, See, saith He, that thou make all things according
to the pattern showed to thee in the Mount." When Moses was with
God, at the holy Mount, he received precise and accurate instructions,
respecting the making of the ark, and the tabernacle, and the altar,
and the furniture, and all the ceremonials connected with them. These
instructions, entering with such winuteness of detail into every thing,
would seem unreasonable unless upon the principle which has been
assigned, namely, that they were all designed to represent, to symbolize,
to show forth, as types, greater and better things yet to come; and
viewed in this light, all the minuteness of detail, and accuracy of
direction, will appear not only not unnatural and unreasonable, but
natural, reasonable, and even necessary, in order that they might be
capable of adequately representing those things, of which they were
the types, the 8hadows, or the symbols. When, therefore, Moses
came down from the Mount, we are told that he proceeded to make
all things, according to the admonition of God, according to the pattern,
whi.ch was showed him in the Mount. God, revealing His future purposes to him, lifting up the mysterious veil which shrouded the future,
and enabling him to look into tke womb of futurity, he "here beheld
the pattern of all God's future purposes with regard to His Church;
and therefore, in coming down from the mountain, he was enabled to
make and arrange all things, in the Levitical dispensation, strictly in
accordance with" the pattern which was showed to him on the Mount."
Accordingly, when Moses proceeded to the making of the tabernacle,
he divided it into two parts; because it was to represent the Church, as
we have already described it. And inasmuch as the Church of the
people of God consists of two parts-the one the Church below, and
the other the Church above,-one the Church militant, and the other
the Church triumphant-so it was necessary, that the tabernacle
should be in like manner divided into two parts, one to shadow forth
the Church below, and the other to shadow forth the Church above.
That portion of the tabernacle which represented the Church above
was called "the holy of holies"; and all the details of furniture
within that portion of the tabernacle will be found by those who carefully study it, to be accurate and beautiful types of all that is now, and
here after shall be, in the heaven of heavens; while those things
which were to represent the Church below, are described under their
varied emblems as occupying that portion of the tabernacle which is
called" the holy place." The furniture of that portion of the tabernacle representing the Church below, consisted merely of three things:
the golden candlestick, with its lamps; the table, with its shewbread ;

The Gospel Magazine

67

the altar, with its incense: all of them (as we shall find, before we
close) being the types and shadows of those greater and better things,
that are now amidst us in the Church below. But all taken together
were called "the holy place," or the most holy place-representing
the whole body of the elect of God's people, called and gathered out
of the masses of the human family, unto God. For just as Abraham,
when he was called out of his kindred and country, and father's house,
was the calling and gathering out of the Churr,h of God, in the then
days; and as, in after times, the children of Israel-who were" the
peculiar people "-who were to dwell alone, and not be numbered
among the nations, were the called, the gathered out, from the nations
of the world unto God; so they, too, may illustrate unto us that the
present Church of Jesus Christ is that great family of believing souls,
who have been called and gathered out of the families, the peoples and
the nations of an ungodly world, by Christ, unto holiness, to the praise
and the glory of God.
But we read of more than the tabernacle, the type of the Church;
we read of directions respecting minute and accurate matters.
We read, for example, of cerhin directions to make the al tar
of brass, to place it outside the door of the tabernacle, and to
&.ppropriate it to the offering of sacrifice unto God, so that we have
brought before us the subject of the atonement by sacrifice, the
principle of which was simply this: God having in His holy law,
declared-" the soul th;J,t sinneth it shall die," and as there is no soul
living that sinneth not, so every soul that liveth must die. That was
the sentence of God himself. It cannot be recalled, but it would be
changeableness in the Unchangeable; it cannot be passed over, but
it would imply unfaithfulness in the holy One, Who cannot lie. And
therefore, the sentence which went forth against the first head of the
human family-" In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die," is a sentence, which through time and through eternity must
receive its most certain fulfilment. Its fulfilment in us would undoubtedly have led to the utter destruction of the human family for time
and for eternity; but the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became
man, " bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh." He became a second
Adam to the human family, and in His own person endured the suffering, shed the blood, and underwent the penalty-satisfying the law,
and securing life for man, by dying in his stead. This is the great
principle of atonement; and in order that this might be shadowed
out, and duly symbolized or typified to the minds of God's people
of old, t,he institution of sacrifice was appointed. Accordingly, the
great brazen altar was placed outside the door of the tabernacle; and
whosoever was a transgressor of the law, and, as such, was doomed
to die the death, was permitted to bring the sacrificial victim to the
brazen altar; to lay his hand upon its head, thus creating a sacrificial
identity between them; and to confess his sins over it, that thus his
sins might pass sacrificially into the victim; and then the priest receiving it instead of the transgressor, exposed it immediately to suffering, to
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bleeding, and to death; and thus by the suffering, bleeding, and dying
of the victim, the transgressor was saved. We read, in Leviticus i.,
" If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male
without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the
door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord. And he
shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering: and it shall be
accepted for him to make atonement for him. And he shall kill the
bullock before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring
the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is
by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation." All this was the
type or model which God presented before the minds of His ancient
people, in order to represent to them His after-purpose of saving His
Church by the bleeding, suffering, and dying of Jesus Christ: and we
have now only, by faith, to lay our hands on Jesus Christ, the Lamb
of God, and confess our sins over Him. He is stricken in our stead;
and thus, while" all we like sheep have gone astray," " the Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all." So that the whole was typical.
The sufferings of the victim were typical of the sufferings of Christ;
the blood of the victim was typical of the blood of Christ; the death
of the victim was typical of the death of Christ. "It is not possible,"
as the apostle says, " that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins." But while all was efficacious, only as being typical of
Christ, the same apostle tells us, in the same epistle, "Christ beinO'
come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this
building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own
blood He entered in once into the holy place having obtained eternal
redemption for us." "For," argues the apostle, " if the blood of bulls
and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; how much more shall the blood of
Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot
to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God!" Now this glorious truth was connected with the great brazen
altar, which was placed at the door of the tabernacle.
It is important to notice this, because on this point depends the
whole of my argument this night. At the sixth verse of Exodus xl.
you read-" Thou shalt set the altar of the burnt-offering before the
door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation." We find the
account of the fulfilment of this direction in the twenty-ninth verse
of the same chapter: "And he put the altar of burnt-offering
by the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation."
And if you refer to 2 Chronicles, eighth chapter, you will there
find that Solomon is described as offering the sacrifices "on the
altar of the Lord, which he had built before the porch," and in
the passage to which your attention has been already directed,
in the first chapter of Leviticus, it is expressly ordered, that the
transgresdor shOUld bring his victim to the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation, where it was to be slain. Here, then, we find
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proof, that the brazen altar, where the sacrifices were offered, and
the blood shed, the death died, was before the ~door of the tabernacle. There is the broad, plain fact, in the type or model, which God
has given us of His Spiritual Church, God hath placed the altar of
sacrifice without the tabernacle; not WITHIN the Church, but WITHOUT
the Church. And He so placed it that no man could enter the tabernacle without first passing by the altar of sacrifice; thus designing to
represent to us, that as, under the law, there were two things, first, the
altar of sacrifice, and then the tabernacle, so, under the Gospel, there
were also two things, first, the sacrifice of Christ, and then the Church
of Christ; and a man must first come to the sacrifice of Christ before
he can be a member of the Church of Christ. There, I say, is the broad,
plain fact, and the simple yet important truth which it involves (and
there is not one more important in all the exhibition of the preaching
of the Gospel)-that no man can be a member of the Church of Christ,
unless he is first a partaker of the sacrifice of Christ. There stood the
brazen altar, where the sacrifice was made, and the victim died; and
when the man had come to that altar, he might pass on to the laver
of water, representing the holiness of the believer, and then he might
enter the tabernacle, representing the Church of God.
In these days men are teaching that it is the Church that is to
bring us to Christ, and not Christ that is to bring us to the Church.
They are teaching that if we pray, and worship, and do all things
that are to be done in the Church aright, then the Church will bring
us mto the benefits and the blessings of the death of Christ.
The ChurCh never brought any man to Christ; but Christ, in the
fulness of His unsearchable love, taking him in His arms, awakening
love within him, and pouring into him the Hoiy Spirit, leads that man
into the Church: and just as in the law it was not the tabernacle that
led the Israelites to the altar, but the altar that led them to the tabernacle, so, under the Gospel, it is not the Church that brings a man to
Christ, but Christ that brings him to the Church. Now this is a great
principle, and perhaps may strike some of you as a bold affirmation,
and one that requires something to illustrate it. You will be pleased,
then, to call to mind what we stated at the commencement, namely:
that the tabernacle represented the Church of God; that just as if we
were about to erect an edifice, or stately temple, we should first prepare
our plans, and exhibit our models, so the tabernacle of 0ld was the
plan, or I1Lodel, of the Christian Church. That portion of the tabernacle which was called "the holy place" represented the Church
below; and to this your attention must now be directed. I reminded
you before tha.t it contained three things: first the candlestick,
second the altar of incense, lastly, the table of shewbread.
We shall examine each of these precisely: first, then, for the candlestick. In the twenty-fifth of Exodus, verse 35, we read: "Thou
shalt make a candlestick of pure gold; of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and
his flowers shall be the same." It goes on to give special directions
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respecting the making of this candlestick, and adcls: "Thou shalt
make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light, the lamps thereof,
that they may give lig!lt over against it," This golden candlestick,
with its seven jets of hght, stood within the tabernacle, and gave light
for the ministration of the Church, within the tabernacle; all were
performed by the light of that candlestick, which was the representative,
or symbol, of the light of the Holy Ghost within the Church; because
it is by that light alone that a Christian man is able to see, or think,
or pray, or worship aright. That which he wants is light-the light
of the Holy Ghost. Without that light he is in darkness, his mind
is clouded: he is like one groping-seeking his way, and not finding it.
He finds himself in heaviness, and asks-" Why art thou cast down,
o my soul, and why art thou disquieted within me ?" He is beset
with doubts and difficulties, and entangled with discouragements;
but he sees not why it is so. The man wants light-the light of the
Holy Ghost.
Now, light, in the language of Scripture, is identified with holiness,
as darkness is identified with sin, and naturally su. While we are in
darkness we cannot discern any object, or the appearance and colouring of any object; we cannot detect the spots which may defile us,
or the stains which may mar UR; but when the sun has risen, and we
can bring them to the light, then we are able to detect the one, and to
discover the other. And so it is with the light of the Holy Spirit; and
therefore our Lord, alluding to tills, says-" Men" (speaking of the
natural man) "love darkness rather than light, because their deeds
are evil; for everyone ';;hat doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
to the light, lest hi'! deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that
they are wrought in God." And the apostle, in the same spirit, says" We are all the children of the day; we are not of the night nor of
the darkness." It is thus that light is identified with holiness and
darkness with sin. Now this candlestick of light illuminating the
interior of the tabernacle, was the representative of the Holy Ghost,
illuminating all who are within the Church; and this light is holiness.
That which we want is holiness; and holiness is the great object of
religion in this life. Its great object is that we may be enabled to
put off the sins of the flesh, and be made holy: that" adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revilings, and such like," all "the works of
the flesh "-may be cast (practically) away, and that we may have
grafted into us " love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance "-all "the fruits of the Spirit." It is,
that all the unclean spirits which haunt the dark places of our fallen
hearts, may be cast out; that like Legion, they may hear the words
of Jesus-" Come out, thou unclean Spirit"; that they may be thus
(practically) cast out of our hearts, and that we may then be (manifestly) possessed with the light of the Holy Ghost, dwelling in us.
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This, I say, is the object of all true religion in this life-that we may
be made holy. There is no such thing as Christianity without holiness,
and there is no such thing as true religion in the heart of any man
where there is not true religion in the life. And therefore it is that
the laver of water stood between the altar of sacrifice and the door
of the tabernacle.
Now all this, you perceive, is connected with the lighted candlestick;
and that candlestick was within the tabernacle, not without it. No
man could see or approach, or enjoy its light, until he had passed the
altar of sacrifice. And thus we learn the truth (and it lies at the root
of many another truth) that no man can enjoy the light, and knowledge,
and holiness, and cleansing, and guiding, and teaching of the Holy
Ghost, unless he has first been made a partaker of the suffering, and
the bleeding and the dying of the Lamb of God. There are two things
essential to the soul's salvation; one is, justification by Christ, and
the other is, sanctification by the Spirit; forgiveness which is by
Christ, and holiness which is by the Spirit. And as, under the law,
no man could partake of the light of the candlestick without first
partaking of the altar of sacrifice, so no man can (manifestly) possess
the light of the Spirit, in the Christian Church, unless he has first been
sprinkled with the blood, and ran80med by the death of Jesus Christ.
The second particular, to which your attention was to be directed, was
the altar of incense. We read, in Exodus 30, " Thou shalt make an
altar to burn incense upon; of shittim wood shalt thou make it."
And it is afterwards added: "Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense
every morning; when he dresseth the lamps he shall burn incense
upon it; and when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn
incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your
generations. Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice,
nor meat offering, neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon." Here
was an altar, for the kindling of offerings of incense; and incense was
the type of the spirit of prayer in the Church. As the incense kindled,
its smoke ascended towards heaven, in order to show that the spirit
of prayer, when kindled, ascends continually before a throne of grace.
Oh! it is when the heart is lifted up in prayer-when the whole soul
is poured out in prayer, and the spirit of prayer, kindled by some rare,
Divine love, burns and ascends like the smoke of incense before the
throne of God-it is then, indeed, that there is prayer. It is not the
mere utterance of words, it is not the mere babbling or articulating of
forms of prayer-all of which is but the service of the lips; but it is
such prayer as the Christian alone can offer, and God alone can accept.
All this, you will observe, was within the tabernacle; it was only on
the altar of incense, within the tabernacle that the incense could be
laid, could be kindled, and could ascend. And thus we learn, that
no man could join in the offering of incense within the tabernacle,
unless he had first passed by the altar of sacrifice; teaching us that
no man can pray or worship aright within the Church of God until
he has first been partaker of the suffering, bleeding, and dying of the
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Lamb of God. And, therefore, let men reason, and argue, and write,
as they will upon the subject, we may ask, with the apostle-" Where
is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this
world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world, and
brought to nothing the understanding of the prudent? "
There is much in this world that may well be called learned, and the
scribe may write with all the learning of the world; there is much in
this world that may well be called wisdom; and the wise may dilate
with all the wisdom of the world; there is much in the world that may
well be called geni1ls! And the disputer of this world may dispute
with all the genius of the worl4; but still, in this matter of prayer,
God has confounded the wisdom of the wise, and" brought to nothing
the understanding of the prudent." This matter is one of those
things of God, of which it is written-" The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God; neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned." Away, then, with the judgment of
all such men, who endeavour to darken counsel by their words, and
obscure the truths of revelation by their subtleties; and let us maintain,
that as in the type and model, which God Himself has given respecting
His Church, and the dealings within His Church, the altar of incense
was within, and the altar of sacrifice without the tabernacle, and no
man could approach the altar of incense until he had passed the altar
of sacrifice; so in the Christian Church no man can pray or worship
aright until he has first been cleansed by the blood, and pardoned by
the death of Christ.
And now for the third and last particular, namely, the table of the
shewbread. We thus perceive that in the tabernacle there was a table;
and on the table, every Sabbath day, there was put a certain amount
of bread called the shewbread, and on that bread the mini tering
priests within the tabernacle were to feed, and by it they were to
live during the week of their ministration.
It would occupy too much time, nor is it necessary to call your
attention to the way in which the Scriptures speak of the soul in
analogy with the body; that as the body, in order to its sustenance,
reqnires meat and drink, as otherwise it would perish, so the soul is
described as requiring to be nourished with spiritual meat and spiritual
drink, otherwise it would perish. Now shewbread, under the law, was
laid upon the table, in the tabernacle, every Sabbath-day; and it was
the type of "the Bread of Life," the food of God's most holy Word,
the nourishing, strengthening, and refreshing meat and drink of God's
Gospel exhibited in the preaching of His Word. David says of it, as
revealed under the law, that it was his " meat and drink," and that
he had found it, in his case, sweeter than honey and the honeycomb.
Now, as in type, the shewbread was placed in the tabernacle every
Sabbath day, and the priests who ministered did not die of starvation,
but lived on the antitype, so the exhibition of the love of Christ in the
Gospel is to be made every Sabbath-day within the Church of Christ,
and on it the spiritual priests (that is, all believing people, who are
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« lively stones, built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up
:Spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ ")
,are to feed.
This feeding upon God's Word, the preached Gospel, can only be
,savingly and profitably done by those who can come to God, as their
reconciled Father-who come to Him as dear, devoted and loving
'children, to ask at His hands their daily bread, and who are redeemed,
pardoned, and justified by the Lord Jesus Christ. A man may be
,accurate in his knowledge of the Scriptures; he may give his days to
hearing the preached Gospel, and his nights to reading the written
Word; yet that man cannot feed upon the Word, to his soul's nourishment, unless he has been ransomed, pardoned, and justified by Christ.
As, under the law, the altar was without, and the table of shewbread
was within the tabernacle, and no man could feed on the shewbread
till he had fed on the sacrifice, so, under the Gospel, no man can feed
upon the Bread of life until he has first been made partaker of the
benefits and the blessings of the death of Christ. Thus you perceive,
pervading the whole of this subject, no other idea than that with which
we commenced; namely, that there is no holiness, no light of the Holy
Ghost, no spirit of prayer, no feeding on the Word, for any man, unless
that man has been a partaker of the sacrifice of Christ. We must first
be sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb of God, and then will He
<conduct us to the washing of the Spirit, and lead us within the Church
below, and there we shall pray aright, under His teaching, and perform
.aright, under His guidance, and feed aright, under His instruction, and
when" the fulness of time is come," we shall pass onwards through
the tabernacle, and then the veil shall be rent asunder, and we shall
pass through the veil, and enter into that "holy of holies," which
represents the Church above. And thus we who have begun with the
blood of Christ, have passed on to the washing of the Holy Spirit, have
then entered within the spiritual Church, and prayed, and worshipped
and fed upon Christ, by faith-will be admitted into the true " holy
·of holies," and there will be in the presence of our God, for ever and
-ever.
Thus, then, you see, that as the altar of sacrifice was without the
,door of the tabernacle, so we must look upon the sacrifice of Christ as
,outside the door of the Church of Christ; and that it is not the Church
that brings us to Christ, but Christ that brings us to the Church.
In conclusion, let us never, especially in these days, lose sight of the
great and important truth, which we have brought before you this
night, namely, that all the work of the Christian, and all the work of
the Church, or in the Church, begins with Christ. It must be with us
as with the dry bones, in the valley. "Behold, they were very dry" ;
and a voice came to the prophet.-Prophesy unto them; and they
stood forth and became a mighty great army. Even so must we who
are" dead in trespasses and sins," hear the voice of Christ; and then
at His bidding we must stand forth-the soldiers of Christ, a mighty
great army. Yea, it must be with us as with Lazarus in the grave.
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There he lay in the tomb, till the voice of Jesus reached him" Lazarus come forth," and then he came forth, bound at his hands
and feet, with his grave cloths; and they loosed him, and let him go.
So must the work of Christ be wrought upon us; and then, when that
is wrought, we must be filled with the working of the Spirit to give us
freedom and to enable us to walk forth as the servants of God.
This is our state; and therefore we would beseech you to bear ever
in mind (whether in prosperity or in adversity, in sickness or in health),
to your dying day, that there is none but Christ to begin the work.
And when the love of Christ has lighted upon you, then the answering
of your heart, in love to Him, will lead you forth to the performance
of every good and holy work. But never lose sight of Christ and the
work of Christ, for, as the wounded Israelites in the wilderness, when
lingering, suffering, dying under the bite of the serpent, at last looked
at the brazen serpent, and lived, so do you, when agonized under a sense
of sin, and under the consciousness of your infinite weakness, and
innumerable infirmities, lift up your eyes to Jesus, and ye shall be
saved. Bear this graven upon your hearts, and test all your theology
by the simple principle, that as under the law, it was not the tabernacle
that brought the Israelites to the altar of sacrifice, but the altar of
sacrifice that brought them to the tabernacle, so, under the Gospel, it
is not the Church that brings you to Christ, but Christ that will bring
yOll t6 the Church.

SERMONETTE.
THE OBJECT OF THE PREACHING OF THE GO PEL.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE object of the preaching of the Gospel is not the conversion of the
world, but the calling of the Church out of the world. Holy Scripture
foretells that the age will close with" the apostasy," or falling away
from the faith (2 Thess. ii. 3). St. Paul's second Epistle to Timothy,
chapter three, as also the second _Epistle of Peter, and the Epistle of
Jude, inform us what will be thE; state of things" in the last days"
(2 Tim. iii. 1; 2 Peter iii. 3; Jude 17,18).
With" Modernism," so-called (but which is, in fact, infidelity), on
the one hand, and Sacerdotalism on the other, rife in the Churches,
together with their growing conformity to the world; and a Godless
education, for the most part, in the schools and colleges, there will be
a corresponding abounding of iniquity (Matt. xxiv. 12). Morally, the
world is growing worse and worse, as witness the daily newspapers,
which are so largely taken up with the record of human crime and sin.
If the aim of the preaching of the Gospel was the conversion of the
world, then the Church has signally failed, for after nearly two thousand
years it is no nearer its accomplishment!
No, the preaching of the Gospel is to achieve the purpose of God,
which is the calling, salvation, and edification of His Church, "Who
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created al things by Jesus Christ; to the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known, by the
Ohurch, the manifold wisdom of God, according to the external pU1'pose
which He purposed in Ohrist Jesus our Lord" (Eph. iii. 9-11).
God's purpose cannot fail, but will be carried out by His sovereign
grace and power. He has said: "My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all My pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10). The Lord Jesus will not be disappointed, for it is written: "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and
shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). The Apostle James made reference
to this purpose at the council at Jerusalem, saying, "Simeon hath
declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them
a people f01' His name" (Acts xv. 14). So did Paul, in Romans ix.
23,24, R.V., " That He might make known the riches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy, which He afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom
He also called, not from the Jews only, but also from the Gentiles."
The Lord Jesus said to His apostles after His resurrection, " Thus it
is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in His name among all nations" (Luke xxiv. 46, 47). The
world is evangelized to gather a people out of mankind for God's glory.
This will be brought about by the power of God the Holy Spirit, for,
otherwise, all would be in vain, inasmuch a.s fallen man, being spiritually
dead, heeds not the glad tidings of Christ and His salvation, unless and
until he is the subject of Divine grace. God's puri>0se is, however,
secured in the everlasting Covemmt of grace, according to the Lord's
words: "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him.
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I 0ame down from
heaven, not t,o do mine own WIll, but the will of Him that sent Me. And
this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone which
seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life; and
I will raise him up at the last day" (John vi. 37-40).

how may we obtain remission of our sins ~ Paul answereth,
'that the Man which is called Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hath
given Himself for them.' T1ese are excellent and comfortable words,
and are promises of the oid law, that our sins are taken away by
nonn other meilns than by the Son of God delivered unto death.
With such gun-shot and such artillery must the Papacy be destroyed,
and all the religion,; of the heathen, all works, all merits and superstitious ceremonies. For if our sins may be taken away by our own
works, merits, and satisfaction, what needed the Son of God to be
given for them ~ :But seeing He was given for them, it followeth that
we cannot put them away by our own works."-Luthe·r's " Galatians."
p. 17.
" BUT
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THOU HAST BEEN FAVOURABLE.

IN his daily prayer at our family reading, my father, for many years,
asked for his children that they might" :find favour in the eyes of
those with whom they have to do." He knew that it is with God to
give favour, and therefore did not assume that the capabilities or
qualities of his children (if they had any) would assure their approval
or acceptance. If they were to count on praise or reward for sheer
merit there would be the blame to look for, that must (or ought to)
accompany a coming short of the standard required, if not of perfection.
If the children were liked in spite of what they were or were not, the
reports brought home, whether inthe evenings or when holidays or
leave came, would be more sure to comfort the paternal heart than if
he had only to hope for the outward signs of success. "Loving favour
is better than silver and gold." We are told that the Lord gave
Joseph "favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison." We might
think that with Joseph's innocency, gentleness, and kindness, it was
inevitable that he should appeal to the keeper; but nothing is inevitable. The psalmist complained, "Lover and friend hasi Tholl put
far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness," though he could
wash his hands in innocency.
Job lost favour with his friends, when God laid him in the dust. The
Lord meant him to; he was learning to say, " Behold I am vile, what
will I answer Thee?" Daniel was brought into " favour and tender
love with the prince of the eunuchs," although he had asked that he
.might adopt a singular line of tlrngs for himself. The Lord makes Hi
captives to be pitied of those who carry them away. What a wonderful
night it was to the children of Israel, when after many generations of
oppression and slaughter, the Lord gave His people" favour in the
sight of the Egyptians so that they lent unto them such things as they
required." It is in the Lord's favour ,that there is life. His favour
for Israel knows no variableness nor shadow of turning. There is no
enchantment against Jacob, literal and spiritual. God's gifts and
calling are without repentance.
David said, " I am one whom Thou favourest." He felt it at times,
and then his mountain stood strong. But God's favour was the same
in his dejections as in his upliftings. He was as much in the heart and
hands of his Redeemer, when Nabal cursed and maligned him as when
Abigail comforted and blessed him. It was the same David, simple,
sincere and kind, who was iasulted by Hanun, and supported by
Hiram; God gave him favour with the other, and not with the one.
"The goodwill of Him that dwelt in the bush" was as much ,vith
Moses when he was so overborne by his difficulties that he wanted to
die, as when he was singing his everlasting song of deliverance from
Egypt.
There was life for Israel, when all the host of the Egyptians were
dead.. There was life in the soul of the weather-beaten leader in all
the tremendous and death-dealing journeyings of the wilderness.
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Weeping endured for many a night, but joy came in the morning. His
favour gives His people the joy as well as the sorrow of His salvation.
The psalmist wanted the joy and the restoring when he prayed,
" Remember me with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people:
o visit me with Thy salvation." But he learned to wait; for God,
out of His sheer mercy and goodness, had given him a place with
those spoken of in Proverbs viii. 34: "Blessed is the man" (and he
Who has all power and all authority itrheaven and earth says so)" blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at My gates,
waiting at the posts of My doors, for whoso findeth Me findeth life,
and shall obtain favour of the Lord." It, indeed, felt like favourand the king gloried with God's inheritance, when he stood on Mount
Moriah, and said, " This is the house of the Lord God, and this is the
altar of the burnt offering for Israel," and then by command and
revelation from God he instructed his son Solomon to build. Was it
not favour which ordained that of all the sons which God gave David,
Solomon was the one chosen to succeed him, and to make a holy place
for the habitation of the Most High? And it was favour still which
chose the site in the place where the destroying angel stayed his hand.
There, indeed, it was fitting to say, "Not unto us, not unto us but
unto Thy Name give glory." .
FOLLOWER-ON.

CODEX SINAITICUS.

The Times for December 28th last has the following reference to this
ancient Bible manuscript :"Codex Sinaiticus, the fourth-century manuscript of the Bible
which is being purchased for the British Museum from the Soviet
Government at a price of £100,000, was brought to the Museum
yesterday and placed on view. Representatives of Messrs. Maggs,
the booksellers, who have acted as intermediaries, received it from
the Soviet officials at Bush House, where it had been reposing in a
strong-room, during the morning. The manuscript, enclosed in a tin
box wrapped up in brown paper, was taken under guard to Messrs.
Maggs's premises in Conduit Street, and thence brought in the same
wrappings to the Museum by the firm's representatives, Mr. Ernest
and Mr. Kenneth Maggs and Dr. Maurice Ettinghausen.
" Its arrival at the Museum at 12.15 was welcomed by a large crowd
who gathered on the steps of the Museum and in the courtyard, and
even pressed into the Board Room in the wake of those who carried
the Manuscript. The vellum leaves were taken out of their case and
handed over by Mr. Ernest Maggs to Sir George Hill, the Director
of the British Museum, who received it on behalf of the Trustees.
"With the Director were his predecessor, Sir Frederic Kenyon
(who, as the principal authority on manuscripts of the Bible, has acted
for the Museum in the recent negotiations), Mr. Arundell Esdaile
(secretary of the British Museum), Mr. J. H. Witney (assistant secretary)
6
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and Dr. H. Idris Bell (Keeper of Manuscripts). The ceremony of
handing over was recorded by photographers, and the Codex was
removed to the South Room of the Manuscript Department for collation by Sir Frederic Kenyon, Dr. Bell, and Dr. Eric Millar (DeputyKeeper of Manuscripts).
"Meanwhile, a large crowd, completely filling the space outside
the Reading Room around the case in which the Manuscript was to
be exhibited, was awaiting a sight of the text. One fold of leaves
was sent out for exhibition as soon as it was collated, but the Manuscript as a whole was not ready for exhibition until 3.S0. Before it
was placed on view a sound-film was made in the Board Room (an
innovation for the Museum), in which the Codex was displayed, and
brief speeches made by Mr. Ernest Maggs, Sir George Hill, and Sir
Frederick Kenyon, who explained for the benefit of future film
audiences the importance of the acquisition and the purpose of the
appeal which is to be made.
" The whole manuscript was then placed on view outside the Reading
Room, where it attracted a long queue of visitors, sometimes stretching
as far as the entrance to the Museum, and including many clergymen
and not a few unaccustomed visitors who had come especially to see
it. Among these, an interested spectator of the making of the soundfilm a little earlier, was a grandson of Constantine Tischendorf, the
discoverer of the Codex, Herr WaIter G. Constantin Meyer von Bremen.
A large number of those who saw the Codex left contributions towards
the acquisition in the box placed beside it, or wrote their names and
addresses in a book kept to recall promises of future donations.
Whereas on December 27th, 1932, only 2,029 visitors entered the
Museum, the number yesterday was 5,696, and a special temporary
barrier had to be erected to keep the flow of persons wishing to see
the Codex from pressing too closely round it.
" A notice has been placed beside the Manuscript in its case stating
that it is probably the second in date of the three great early codices
of the Greek Bible, that it was written by at least three scribes in
uncial characters on fine vellum, and corrected by several hands.
Brief references are made to its writing probably in the same scriptorium
as Codex Vaticanus, and very possibly in Egypt, to its finding by
Tischendorf in the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai in 1844
and 1859, and to its recent history up to the time of the offer by the
Government to add pound for pound towards the sums now subscribed
for it by the public. Subscriptions, large or small, are earnestly
solicited, it is stated, and may be sent to the Director of the British
Museum, or to the honorary secretary, Friends of the National Libraries,
care of the British Museum."
"HERE, Christian, here's comfort for thee: thy God from eternity
knew all thy wants, and prepared for them in the Covenant of grace."Towers.
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TORNADO AT MOHNYIN, UPPER BURMA.
OUR son (Rev. A. T. Houghton) tells us in a letter, dated Nov. 10, 1933,
of a terrific tornado at Mohnyin on the night of Nov. 9. He says,
" The tornado struck us the night before the new workers arrived, in
the middle of the night. It began with a terrific clash of thunder
immediately overhead, then wind, and rain and hail followed. It
hit the other side of the house mostly, and the children were remarkably good. The windows of M--'s room had been left open, and
I rushed in and had to fight my way through wind and rain of hurricane
force to the windows, and the hail stones beating on my head were
really painful. The noise of hail and wind was so deafening that we
did not know until morning that four big trees, just outside our gate,
had crashed. They must have crashed as I was shutting windows
twenty yards away, so you can imagine the noise. There was a scene
of wild desolation in the bazaar-trees uprooted, or else completely
stripped of branches, corrugated iron roofs lifted off and twisted into
all shapes, rice mill chimney down, paddy godowns by the station
wrecked-a most amazing sight. It looked like a bombardment.
Paddy and sugar cane were completely ruined. Apart from the houses
being deluged with rain and everything wet through, we suffered surprisingly little loss-about 100 tiles lost, a sweeper's bamboo hut
wrecked, and, of course, flowers and shrubs in the garden knocked flat.
Miss G-- was thrown to the ground as she tried to shut her window.
"Rachel (one of our son's daughters, aged 4), when she saw the
mass of twisted trunks outside said, 'Daddy, couldn't we have the
tree what's fallen for a Christmas tree ~' The remarkable thing is that
the tornado only struck Mohnyin, even Bilumyo (six miles away)
completely escaped. Praise God for His mercies."
The above record reminds us of the words of the prophet Nahum.
" The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of His feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it
dry, and drieth up all rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and
the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at Him,
and the hills melt, and the earth)s burned at His presence, yea, the
world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before His indignation ~ And who can abide in the fierceness of His anger ~ His fury
is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by Him."
Yet immediately following on this description of Jehovah's
sovereignty we read, " The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of
trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him" (Nahum i. 3-7).
Thus the God Whose power is displayed in whirlwind, storm, earthquake and fire is the Refuge of His tried and trusting people.
" WHAT is the present position of the evolution theory, how does it
stand to-day ~ The answer of the present writer is that there is very
little of it left to-day, and what little there is is being increasingly
discredited." : . . . -James Knight, M.A., D.Se.
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THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE ARK OF THE
COVENANT.

MEMORIALS OF ISRAEL'S REBELLION AND GOD'S FORGIVING GRACE.
By THE LATE DR. C. Y. BISS.
" The ark of the Covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and
the tables of the Covenant."-HEBREWS ix. 4.
(Continued from page 35.)

3. Aaron's Rod that Budded.-The history of the remarkable circumstances connected with the budding of Aaron's rod will be found in
Numbers xvii. That rod, also, was a memorial of rebellion. The
previous chapter records the revolt of Korah, who belonged to the
tribe of Levi, with Dathan, Abiram, and On, the sons of Reuben ;
a revolt which seems to have been more or less widespread throughuut the congregation of Israel aginst the priestly authority committed
by God to Moses and Aaron (see verses 41, 42); and it describes the
terrible judgment which fell upon the rebels. After this judgment,
however, God in His wisdom was pleased in a special manner to
manifest again, by working a fresh miracle to ratify His action, Hi
choice of the tribe of Levi, and of the family of Aaron, to be Hi
priests. The twelve heads of the tribes of Israel were to choose twel,e
rods, each rod being inscribed with the name of the tribe it represented,
Aaron's name being written for the tribe of Levi; and these rod
were laid up by Moses before the Lord in the Tabernacle. On the
following morning they were brought forth and displayed to the
people, when it was seen that Aaron's rod had budded, blo omed,
and brought forth fruit, while the others remained unchanged. The
object of this miracle is plain. God signified thereby that it is Hi
prerogative, and His alone, to appoint to the priesthood and to bestow
the needful qualifications for its ministry, so that His claims might
be upheld, and the needs of His people adequately met. God's choice
of Aaron's rod was manifested by the power of life conferred upon
it, and caused to work in it, while the rejected ones remained mere
dry wood of the desert. For living powers and qualifications such
as God alone can bestow, as well as direct appointment under Dime
authority, are needed by him who is to act as the priest of God; and
those powers pertain not to the life which is of man, but to the new
life given by God-heavenly life for a heavenly sphere, the resurrectionsphere, the New Creation. Accordingly, Christ was made priest" not
after the law of a fleshly commandment (that is, a commandment
having to do with human nature in the material sphere), but after
the power of an endless life," and His is an indissoluble office-a life
and a priesthood Whose efficacy and continuance are eternal (Heb.vii.16).
How strikingly does this typical history illustrate the words of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, " No man taketh this honour to himself, but
he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not
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Himself to be made an high priest, but He that said unto Him, Thou
art My Son, to-day have I begotten Thee. As He saith also in another
place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec"
(Heb. v. 4). For the prominent thought connected with Melchisedec
is that of one whose priesthood possessed an endless continuity of
life and power. He was a type of Christ, the Eternal Priest, by being,
so far as the record of Scripture is concerned, a person " ungenealogized"; "without father, without mother, without pedigree, having
neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son
of God-he abideth a priest in perpetuity." Coming before us thus
in Scripture, without any recorded commencement or close to his
priesthood, he may be said to be a typically eternal person-that is,
a person whose relation to others is so spoken of as to suggest, in
a typical way, the eternal relations he symbolically represented. But
we are not to suppose that Melchisedec was actually an eternal person.
The words of the Scripture are clear: he was not the Son of God,
but "one made like (that is, in the character and relations of his
priesthood) unto the Son of God" (Heb. vii. 3). In the Scriptural
record he is abruptly introduced without a recorded pedigree, in sharp
contrast to the Levitical priesthood, which was strictly genealogical
(compare Ezra ii. 62); and for this reason he is described as " without
beginning of days or end of life"; for his pedigree and age, the origin
and termination of his priesthood are not recorded: nor was his
priesthood a successional one transmitted to descendants. Melchisedec,
therefore, is clearly a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Great
High Priest of His redeemed people, exercising a priesthood not in
earthly circumstances, nor of temporary duration, but in heavenly
circumstances, and of everlasting continuity. And to such a priesthood Christ was appointed, being" called of God, an high priest after
the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. v. 10), in which passage the word
" order" would be better translated "rank," because "order"
suggests the existence of others of equal, or at least comparable standing, whereas the special point of Melchisedec's priesthood was that it
was personal and unique-without predecessor, helper, or successor.
In order that we may more fully understand the provisions of His
grace, God has been pleased to instruct us concerning the High Priesthood of His Son by two separate types-the one the complement of
the other-so that, by the united instruction of both, we may form
an adequate conception of the high priestly functions of the Lord
Jesus. Aaron was one of these types: Melchisedec the other. Aaron
prefigured Him in the priesthood of ATONEMENT: Melchisedec foreshadowed Him in the priesthood of INTERCESSION. Aaron's ministry
was especially a type of that aspect of the work of the Lord Jesus as
our Great High Priest, in which He ministered atoningly, when,
" through the Eternal Spirit, he offered himself without spot to God"
(Heb. ix. 14), doing all that was needed to uphold the claims of the
Divine character and government in respect to sin, as " a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God," and making
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" reconciliation for the sins of the people": while the priesthood of
Melchisedec characteristically illustrates that aspect of His ministry
which is still in progress, and which will progressively continue until
the last need of the last one of His people shall have been met, as
regards the maintenance of their souls in safety and their enrichment
in all heavenly supplies of grace, by virtue of His living for them
above-His unceasing intercession for them before the throne of God.
It is of this the Scripture speaks when it says that" if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life" (Rom. v. 10)that is, by His living ministry as our Priest in the heavenly sanctuary
above; and that" He is able to save them unto the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
Great care should be taken to observe the distinction, and also
the connection, between these aspects of the work of our Great High
Priest--the latter as needful to our salvation as the former, indeed a
part of it; for is it not evident that so long as God's people continue
in a sinful world, surrounded by defilement, and with sin still dwelling
in their nature, it is needful that their cause should be maintained,
and their salvation continuously secured, by the unceasing intercession
of their heavenly High Priest before the throne? They need indeed
to be saved not only at the opening of their Christian life-the time
when they learn, like the jailor at Philippi, that their sins are forgiven,
and that they have passed from death unto life-but they need to be
saved continuously; to be carried from point to point of their need
until the last point is reached-saved, as the Scripture says, " to final
completeness" (El!: ro 7TallT"EAl!:). It is for the fulfilment of this
ministry that their Lord" abideth a Priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec."·
But in the definition of these relations of blessing, it must be carefully observed that the Lord Jesus was never a Priest of the earthly
sanctuary: His priesthood was ever a priesthood connected with the
heavenly sanctuary, "the true. tabernacle, which the Lord pitched
and not man" (Heb. viii. 2). In this respect, although prefigured by
Aaron, His ministry was never identified with that of the Aaronic
priesthood; for priests of the tribe of Levi were ministers of the earthly
sanctuary, in which they" served only unto the example and shadow
of heavenly things" (Heb. viii. 5). Accordingly, it is written, "If
He were on earth He should not be a priest, seeing that there are prie ts
that offer gifts according to the law" (Heb. viii. 4).* This is a most

* The object of this verse is to distinguish the ministry of the Lord Jesus,
which was a ministry of the HEAVENLY sanctuary, from the ministry of the
earthly priests in the EARTHLY sanctuary. If we were t:> read the verse as imply.
ing that the Lord Jesus had no priestly ministry for His people while He was on
earth, we should greatly mistake its meaning. Compare, f0r example, Luke x'Cii.
11-16. The Lord Jesus sent the cleansed lepers to the p~iest of the earthly
sanctuary in order that the ordinances of the law as regards typical cleansing
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important verse, for it clearly distinguishes the ministry of the Lord
Jesus as our Great High Priest, even that portion of it which was
wrought while, "in the days of His flesh," He was present in the
earth, from the ministration of the literal Aaronic priesthood in the
eartWy sanctuary according to the law. During the days of His
flesh the Lord Jesus, as the heavenly High Priest, watched over,
sympathized with, interceded for, and preserved His people. When
He washed their feet He prefigured the spiritual priestly ministry
He would discharge, and was discharging even then for their souls,
in freeing them from the defilements of the evil with which they hourly
came into contact, and preserving their communion with God. When
He prayed for Peter, He did so by entering in spirit into the heavenly
sanctuary and there pleading for him before the throne. Such is the
significance of the words: "Simon, Simon, behold Satan asked for
you (all), that he might sift you (all) as wheat, but I prayed for thee
that thy faith should not perish." The exact translation of these
words is of the greatest importance, because they reveal to us that
there had been a point of time, whether in the near or distant past,
when Satan had asked before God, even as in the case of Job of old,
that he might be allowed to put the faith of ALL the disciples to a
searching test; and permission had been accorded: but AT THE SAME
TIME the Great High Priest had asked that Peter's faith (though,
alas, it failed grievously) should not peTish. The word" fail" should
be translated "perish," or "be extinguished." Peter's faith did
" fail," but the intercession of the Lord saved it from extinction.
On earth, then, the Lord Jesus was a Priest, though not a priest
of the earthly sanctuary: on earth His priesthood of atonement was
completed. When on the cross " He offered Himself without spot"
to God-words which clearly imply priestly action, for none but
a priest could offer-He fulfilled the type of Aaron offering on the
day of atonement the sacrifices needed for Israel's cleansing, and also
the carrying within the veil of the blood that was to be sprinkled upon
the mercy-seat. Hence the veil of the temple was rent from above
downwards (Matt. xxvii. 51) when He died: it was not rent at His
resurrection, but at His death; for atonement was COMPLETED when
He died, not when He rose. His resurrection was the proof that His
atoning work had been completed when, in dying, He said, "It is
finished," and that it had then been accepted on behalf of all His
people. The closest attention should be given to this truth, for much
error has gathered round it in the minds of many true Christians,
and false teaching from Socinian and other sources has greatly
might be accomplished; but one of them, discerning by faith that He Who had
cleansed him from his leprosy had a ministry far superior to that of the priests
who served under the law, for none of them could CLEA,,"\'SE a leper, but only
reinstate him in civil and religious relationships when cleansed by the power of
God-fell down at His feet owning HIlII AS PRIEST; and the Lord did not rebuke
him for doing so. He was even then the Heavenly High Priest; and it was in
this relation that the faith of the Samaritan leper apprehended Him.
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obscured it. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the grave, and
His ascension to the right hand of the throne above, were NOT atoning
acts. Atonement, as we have seen, was complete when on the cross
He poured out His soul unto death, saying, " It is finished." "He
was delivered ON ACCOUNT OF our offences, and raised again ON ACCOUNT
OF our justification" are words which signify that as He was delivered
to death on account of our offences having been committed, He was
raised again on account of our justification having been completed.*
It cannot be too deeply deplored that this truth should have been
thrown into confusion in the minds of so many of God's people: yet,
had it not been thus obscured, the following poetic, but scripturally
untrue words, found in many modern hymn books, could never have
been written :"'Tis finished all, our souls to win,
His life the blessed Jesus gave:
Then rising, left His people's sin
Behind Him in His open grave."

Sin is not buried in the grave of Jesus: He made an end of sin AT HIS
CROSS.
The blood of atonement put away sin, and expiated its penalties.
The grave of Jesus, that" holy place where the Lord lay," wa the
spotless resting place of the Holy One Whose work was finished before
He entered to repose there during the period appointed by God as the
proof of His death and the prelude of His resurrection; and it wa in
no wise the place where the sin He had died to expiate was entombed.
But to return to the thoughts connected with Aaron's rod that
budded, blossomed, and bore fruit. It has been pointed out that,
by this miracle, God indicated His choice of His own priest, by showing
that where His almighty power wrought, giving life, fruitfulncs,
and vigour, there alone could true efficiency for priestly work be found:
and it has also been shown that this budding rod prefigured the Lord
Jesus as the heavenly High Priest of His people, "made not after
the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless
life." The Lord Jesus, at the right hand of God, as the One who,
" entered in having obtained e1!ernal redemption for us," and Who
stands there to sustain our souls, by His priestly intercession, in the
blessings into which His salvation has brought us, becomes the memorial
to us both of the dark evil of our sin against God, for which His blood
has been the propitiation, and of the workings of that grace which
has abounded much more than our sin, and brought in such wondrous
results of everlasting blessing for the whole family of God.
And where but in the Son of God could be found that power of life,
* There is an ambiguity in the English word" for" which does not exist in the
original. The Greek preposition 5", when followed by an accusative case,
signifies" on account of "; and certainly whatever force is attached to the word
" for" in the first clause of Romans iv. 25, must correspondingly attach to it
in the last. The Lord was " delivered on account of our offences" having been
committed: we must therefore say, correspondingly, that He was" raised again
on account of our justification" having been completed.
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that holy fruitfulness, that efficiency, that continuity, which is needed
for the adequate discharge of priestly ministry in the sanctuary above,
on behalf of the countless and ever-recurring needs of His people?
Divine wisdom and Divine power alone could effectuate this. The
folly and vanity of man's attempt to intrude into this sphere is well
symbolized by the rods which remained barren and dead by the side
of the living, blossoming, fruit-bearing rod of Aaron. For God is
sovereign; and in the title of His own will He appoints to His priesthood. There is no fact in the history of the declension of the Church
more striking than the readiness, the avidity with which men have
sought to intrude themselves into the priesthood. The whole so-called
" Catholic" system is based upon this pretension; and apart from it
could have no place. But man is, in every sense, incompetent for
such an office. He has no adequate knowledge of sin, on the one hand,
nor of holiness on the other: he cannot rightly estimate the claims of
God upon man, nor the needs of man's case before God, as one must
who is rightly and efficiently to discharge the functions of the priest.
No knowledge less than the knowledge of DEITY is sufficient for this.
The Great High Priest Who is to stand between man and God, upholding
all the claims of the Divine character and government on the one hand,
and fully understanding all the needs of man's nature and case on the
other, must be God as well as man. "The Man Christ Jesus," Who
was" God manifest in the flesh," was the ONE PERSON competent for
so mighty a work. Sinful man's hope can only be built upon the
Sinless One, the Perfect One, Who alone is able fully to estimate and
rightly to represent the sinner's case before God. Gladly indeed
would they who call themselves priests assume the place which belongs
alone to the heavenly Melchisedec. Often have they done so, to the
deceiving of their own souls and of the souls of others, but their
ministry remains as barren of result as the rods which lay upon the
desert soil. Witness, for example, the recent Encyclical of the Pope. *
He speaks to all Christians as one claiming to be their priest. Korahlike he grasps at that priesthood which belongs wholly to the Lord
Jesus; he appoints himself to an office to which God alone can appoint;
he assumes to minister in things· pertaining to God on man's behalf,
by offering for his fellow sinners a sin-atoning sacrifice; and promises
to minister to men the blessings of God if they will recognize in him
the shepherd and bishop of their souls. Eut, in the light of our
subject, what can be said of pretensions like these? Do they not
recall the words of the Lord Jesus, " If the blind lead the blind they
shall both fall into the ditch?" SoleInn indeed. is it to reflect how
eternity will reveal the falsehood and vanity of such pretensions; the
everlasting perdition into which they will fall who have been guided
by man's words apart from the Scripture of God. There is but One
Priest: and indeed there needs no other, for He "is made after the

* The Pope's Encyclical upon the Unity of the Church had appeared a short
time oefore the above was written.
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power of an endless life," and He alone "is able to save unto the
uttermost all who come unto God by Him." He hath, by the offering
of Himself ONCE, "perfected for ever them that are sanctified" :
and His living intercession before the throne keeps unto an eternal
safety all whom He has brought within the fold of God.
Here, then, our subject draws to a close. How unspeakably blessed
it is for us to remember that in Christ we have our Mercy-seat, our
abiding Priest, the Manna to feed our souls now and for evermore.
In Christ indeed we have ALL THINGS, for is it not written, "All things
are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's"; and to God
surely all things belong. May He grant to each one of us to understand
more fully, and to prize more highly the blessings given unto us in
His dear Son, while, in faith and patience, we wait for" the grace
that is to be brought unto us at His revelation in glory" (1 Peter i. 13).

COMPROMISE.
ON this subject we give three testimonies.
In 1877, Mr. C. H. SPURGEON said, " A chasm is opening between
the men who believe their Bibles and the men who are prepared for an
advance upon Scripture. Inspiration and speculation cannot Ion
abide in peace. ComprOInise there can be none. We cannot hold the
inspiration of the Word and yet reject it; we cannot believe in the
atonement and yet deny it; we cannot hold the doctrine of the fall,
and yet talk of the evolution of spiritual life from human nature; "e
cannot recognize the punishment of the impenitent, and yet indulge
the 'larger hope.' Neither, when we have chosen our way, can we keep
company with those who go the other way. There must come with
decision for truth a corresponding protest against error. Let those
who will keep the narrow way keep it, and suffer for their choice, but
to hope to follow the broad road at the same time is an absurdity. What
co=union hath Christ with belial 1 "
In 1933, Dr. T. T. SHIELDS, of Toronto, said, " ComprOInise seems to
be regarded as the special handmaiden of religion. Positiveness or
anything approaching certitude in religion is looked upon as crude and
old-fashioned. Religious comprOInise can be justified only on the
assumption that authority in religion is impossible. Either the Bible
is the Word of God, or it is not. Christ is either the Son of God and God
the Son, or He is not. Either He knew whereof He spake when He
approved the Old Testament Scriptures and sanctioned their authority,
or He did not. Either He died for our sins according to the Scripture,
and rose again the third day, or He did not. Either there is a hell, or
there is not. There are many mansions in the Father's house, or there
are not. There can be no comprOInise between these principles which
are really axiomatic. Truth is ever intolerant of error as light is of
darkness'and as good is of evil. It is for ever true that a man cannot serve God and mammon."
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The great theologian, Dr. J. GRESHAM MACHEN, said, "Pa1tl's
devotion to doctrine did not make him incapable of a magnificent tolerance.
One notable example of such tolerance is attested by the Epistle to the
I'hilippians. Apparently certain teachers had been jealous of Paul's
greatness. Now that he was in prison they sought to raise up affliction for Paul in his bonds. The rival preachers made of the preaching
of the Gospel a means to the gratification of low personal ambition.
But Paul was not disturbed. 'Christ is preached; and I therein do
rejoice and will rejoice.' The way in which the preaching was being
carried on was wrong, but the message itself was true; and Paul was
far more interested in the content of the message than in the manner
of its presentation. It is impossible to conceive a finer piece of broadminded tolerance.
" But the tolerance of Paul was not indiscriminate. He displayed no
tolerance, for example, in Galatia. There, too, there were rival
preachers. But Paul had no tolerance for them. 'But though we,'
He said, ' or an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.'
What is the reason for the difference in the apostle's attitude in the
two cases? What is the reason for the broad tolerance in Rome and
the fierce anathemas in Galatia? The answer is perfectly plain. In
Rome, Paul was tolerant, because there the content of the message
that was being proclaimed by the rival teachers was true. In Galatia
he was intolerant, because there the content of the rival message was
false."-From OUR OUTLOOK.

IN DEBT TO SCRIPTURE.
"IF it be true, as has been recently and loudly proclaimed, that
elementary school teachers have become weak in the subject of Scripture, that is a great misfortune for their pupils and themselves. In
schools the Bible was once the master text-book, and though readings
aloud and verses learnt by heart may have failed to make the schoolboy pious, they stored his mind with magnificent English, and wakened
him to the music of words. If the Testaments are no longer ably
expounded in the class-room, the modern child will have scant opportunity of becoming acquainted with them. Young people are not
now commanded to Church each Sunday, and the daily chapter read
at home to the assembled household is a devout custom of the past.
Yet, setting the religious aspect aside, for the Bible to remain unread
would be deplorable; to close the Book is to seal the source from
which writing and ordinary speech draw example and vitality."The Morning Post, December 30th, 1933.

" GOD is good in what He does, in what He gives, in what He withholds, in what He requires, in what He forbids."-Anon.
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"CHOSEN IN HIM."
SOME of my dear young readers will remember that last September we
thought of the wonderful truth brought before us in Ephesians i. 6, that
each believer is "accepted in the Beloved," each having been led by
the Holy Spirit to flee unto the Lord Jesus Christ-the Beloved-for
salvation. He is justified by faith in Christ's precious blood shed on
Calvary. Another wonderful truth concerning believers is taught in
the fourth verse of the same chapter, where we read that they were
" chosen in Him before the foundation of the world." God the Father
chose them to salvation, God the Son gave His precious life for them,
and God the Holy Ghost undertook to convince them of sin, to lead
them to Jesus, and, finally, to bring them to glory.
You see we are plainly told that they were" chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world." We cannot grasp or understand how
this could be, but as it is a truth so clearly revealed, it is for each
believer joyfully to accept it, and praise God for His wondrous love,
which is " everlasting love," the source of His choice.
.. From no less fountain such a stream could flow,
No other root could yield so fair a flower:
Had He not loved, He had 'flot drawn us so;
Had He not drawn, we had nor will nor power
To rise, to come i-the Saviour had passed by
Where we in blindness sat without one word or cry."
(F. R. Have1"gaL)

To each of His believing people the Lord says, " Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness have
I drawn thee." You will remember, too, that the Lord Jesus said,
"No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath sent Me
draw him" (St. John vi. 44), so that all who come to the Lord Jesus
Christ, believing in Him as the!r Saviour, have been drawn by the
loving-kindness of their Heavenly Father. It is because He so loved
us that He gave His only-begotten Son to die in our place. It is because
of His love that He gave His Holy Spirit to be our Teacher, our Guide,
and our Comforter all through the journey of life. He is the pledge
or earnest in our hearts that we shall one day enter upon the inheritance
which is reserved in Heaven for all the people of God. In the ages
to come He will show the exceeding riches of His grace towards us ill
Christ Jesus. Oh! the mercy and the joy of being chosen in Him!
Toplady, who was converted to God when a boy of fifteen, and who
became a devoted and gifted servant of the Lord, often thought of this
wonderful truth. He wrote a beautiful hymn, which begins"Compared with Christ, in all besides
No comeliness I see."
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One of the verses runs :"Loved of my God, for Him again
With love intense I burn;
Chosen of Thee. ere time began,
I choose Thee in return."

May this be increasingly the happy experience of each young believing
reader day by day. Thus will you joyfully go forward, knowing that
" He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ."
E. A. H.

lBrottf.itant 113caCOll.
THE REFORMERS AND UNITARIANISM.
A UNITARIAN is one who denies the Divinity of Christ and the Divinity
of the Holy Ghost. All true Protestants are in agreement with the
Reformers in their belief that "the Father is God, the Son is God:
and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods: but
one God" (Athanasian Creed). The view of the Reformers on the
Divinity of Christ and of the Holy Ghost is clearly set forth in the
Thirty-nine Articles. In Article I we read, " In unity of this Godhead
there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." Article II speaks of " The
Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of
the Father, the very and eternal God, and of one substance with the
Father." Article V speaks of the Holy Ghost as " of one substance,
majesty, and glory, with the Father and the Son, very and eternal
God."
Evidently then the Reformers not only opposed Sacerdotalism, but
also Unitarianism and Modernistic views. They held, for example,
decidedly Evangelical views on the atonement, and on the inspiration
of Scripture. They would have strongly repudiated Modernistic
teaching on these subjects. It follows, therefore, that Modernists are
not true Protestants.
The Modernistic tendencies of the day have recently led to the
presence of Unitarian ministers as preachers in the Church of England
Cathedral at Liverpool.
All true Protestants must be terribly shocked at such a development,
and while we have no sympathy with Lord Hugh Cecil's High Church
views, we cannot but rejoice that he has petitioned the Archbishop
of York to take action in this matter. It is becoming increasingly
evident that faithfulness to God and to His truth demands that true
Protestants and Evangelicals can have no fellowship with Modernists
any more than they can have fellowship with Sacerdotalists. They
should walk alone in holy separation from all who have departed from
the true teaching of Scripture. There should be no compromise with
error in any of its forms. We are bound to oppose additions to and
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subtractions from the teaching of Scripture. "Ye shall not add unto
the Word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought
from it" (Deut. iv. 2).

========

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are now 1078 pensioners on the books of the Society. During
the past year many who were on the list at the commencement of the
year have passed away, but applications for help are being continually
received, so that the number remains about the same.
The Homes also are fully occupied and the inmates are most grateful
for this provision.
On Dec. 19th, at our Camberwell Home, the inmates were provided
with dinner, after which the ladies held their Social Meeting, and on
Dec. 27th the inmates of the Hornsey Rise and Stamford Hill Homes
also were entertained to dinner in the Hall at Hornsey Rise. After
dinner a brief meeting was held, Percy Wakeley, Esq., being in the
chair, and brief messages were given by the Rev. J. Raven and some
members of the Committee.
The Society has sustained a great loss by the sudden death of Miss
Alice Weston, one of the Lady Visitors at the Cam berwell Home; she
took a great interest in the work there and was highly esteemed.
CHEERING TESTIMONY.
1,VE have received the following testimony from an esteemed reader
who lives in Kent. His letter was dated December 13th, 1933.
"I am one of those many appreciative readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE who have not voiced their appreciation to you. How very
many times through the past many years I have felt I ought to tell
you how much I love the Magazine. I remember your appointment
to the Editorship, how much I feared for you in the task, and prayed
that Grace sufficient might be vouchsafed you. You have indeed been
wonderfully upheld, and blessedly enabled with joy to draw water
from the fountains of the Saviour (Calvin's translation) to the refreshment of the Lord's poor and needy who seek water, who dwell in a dry
and thirsty land where no water is.
"The GOSPEL MAGAZINE has come to our home since my
boyhood. My sisters before me, one of whom is now in glory, took
great pleasure in it. As a youth in New Zealand the writings of
Dr. D. A. Doudney were made a sweet blessing to my soul, as a lonely
young pilgrim at the ends of the earth. I have never felt able to
part with, or destroy, one of the numbers, for it is different from other
Magazines, in that it is free from partisanship, and full of the marrow
and fatness of the Gospel. I wish with all my heart that more of our
friends would spend lid. a week in taking it, for they lose so very much
who do not see it.
" May the Lord still spare your life, and enrich you with all needed
grace."
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GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE. By V. F. Thomas. Pp. 123. Price 2/-,
by post 2/3. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street,
Fleet Street, London, KC.4.)
This volume is an exposition of Psalm cxviii. and of other portions of
Scripture. Although there is much that is good in the book it needs
to be read with discrimination. On page 16 the author quotes the
words, "The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the
righteous," and suggests that" the righteous ones here spoken of are
the holy, unfallen angels of God." This seems to us very far-fetched.
On p. 17 he interprets the words" I shall not die, but live, and declare
the works of Jehovah," etc., of Christ's death and resurrection-a
strange exposition in view of the fact that Christ did really die. We
do not know any Scripture for the statement on p. 31 that" the Holy
Spirit brings to each member of the Body of Christ the virtue of the
Blood of Jesus as Life." There is a strange doctrine, too, on p. 33.
The author says, " Not all who are justified enter into the blessing of
the inheritance. This is alone for those who press on unto sanctification." Surely the teaching of Scripture is against such a view. The
apostle teaches us that all believers without exception are washed,
sanctified and" justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
On p. 91, in spite of the words, " Ye are all the sons of God by faith
in Christ Jesus," the author says, "not every believer attains to that
experience of spiritual sonship."
There are other interpretations which do not commend them elves
to our judgment. We regret that we cannot warmly endorse all the
teaching of this volume.
REPUlWHASE OF AnVOWSONS.
" LAWFUL AUTHORITY." We have received the above two pamphlets,
which are published by the Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. Price 9d. per dozen.
THE THINGS CONTAINED IN THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. By the late
Dr. C. Y. Biss. The two articles on the above subject which we
have printed in our January and February issues can be obtained
in pamphlet form, price 3d., from Mr. G. H. Fromow, 6, Cedars
Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.

" My debt is immense, it is growing every moment.
none of it."-W. Romaine.

My praises pay

