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NEW EXPERIENCES AND NEW MERCIES.
(Oonclttding Article.)
" It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consnmed, beCa1Me His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning."LAMENTATIONS iii. 22, 23.

WE continue in the February Farm:ly Portion our meditation on
new experiences and new mercies. In our January issue we
thought of the new experiences of Adam and of Noah, and of the
new mercies which accompanied them. Three other prominent
saints, whose history is recorded in the Book of Genesis, may be
taken as illustrating the novelty of the experiences and mercies
of GOD'S people in all ages.
1. Fir·st, take the case of Abmharn.
It was a new experience to him when the GOD of glory appeared
to him in Mesopotamia, and told him to get out from his cOlmtry,
his kindred, and his father's house, and to go into a land which
GOD would show him. (See Acts vii. 2; Gen. xii. 1.) The family
of Abraham were idolaters, and no doubt Abraham was brought
up in idolatry. When the LORD appeared to him, He not only
called him to leave his country, but also to leave his idols. He
effectually called him by His grace. (See Joshua xxiv. 2.) Abraham
was a man of faith, divinely bestowed, before he left Mesopotamia.
Hence we read, " By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
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obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went" (Heb.
xi. 8).
To leave his native country, his kindred, and his father's house
was both a new experience, and a new trial. To go forth he knew
not whither must have tested his faith, but he obeyed, "and
he went out, not knowing whither he went," but he trusted with
childlike confidence in Divine guidance.
Along with this new experience came new mercies. The LORD
not only led him aright, but He gave him" exceeding great and
precious promises." He promised to make of him a great nation,
to bless him and make his name great. He would also make him
a blessing to others. In particular, in him all the families of the
earth were to be blessed-a great Gospel promise, a promise that
through CHRIST, Abraham's Seed, a great multitude which no
man can number, would be justified and saved from out of all
the nations of the earth. (See Gal. iii. 8 and Gen. xii. 2, 3.) Frequently, the LoRD subsequently appeared to him, and cheered
him with fresh assurances, and with an enlargement of His gracious
promises. Moreover, he was so divinely taught that he was able
to look beyond all earthly blessings to " a city which hath foundations whose Builder and Maker is GOD." (See Heb. xi. 10; Gen.
xii. 7; xv. 1, 5, 18-21; xvii. 1, 15, 16; xviii. 1, 10.)
It was a new experience when the LORD announced to him the
terrible judgment which He was about to bring upon Sodom, but
new mercy came ,vith this very solemn event. "It came to pass,
when GOD destroyed the cities of the plain, that GOD rememhe-red
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when
He overthrew the' cities in tne which Lot dwelt" (Gen. xix. 29).
What a mercy that would be felt to be by Abraham! What a relief
to his loving heart and mind! What a new cause for praising the
LORD!
The most terrible experience through which Abraham was
called to pass was the Divine command to take his only son Isaac
whom he loved, and offer him for a burnt-offering. It was a
terrible trial of faith, and an awfully new and unexpected experience, but by faith Abraham virtually obeyed the Divine command,
and a new mercy was wonderfully manifested. Just when he had
taken the knife to slay his son, "The angel of the LORD" (the
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Second Person in the Trinity) "called unto him out of heaven
... and said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou
anything unto him: for now I know that thou fearest GOD, seeing
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me." Then
followed a reiteration of the promises, confirmed by an oath,
indicating the immutability of the Divine purpose to justify and
save through Abraham's Seed all the elect people of GOD from
every nation under heaven. Thus we have a strong consolation
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.
(See Gen. xxii. 11, 12, 15-18; Heb. vi. 13-18.)
Though the LORD greatly blessed Abraham with temporal
blessings his faith was often sorely tried. His experience was
not always one on the mountain top of joy and gladness. But
along with his novel and varied experiences there came new
mercies, and what is written of him was written for our learning
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.
2. Secondly, take the case of Jacob.
He, too, had his neW' experiences and trials, but along with them
came new and unmerited mercy. He had been guilty of grievous
sin in endeavouring to secure by lying and deceit, the blessing which
it was the purpose of GOD to bestow. In consequence of sin he
had to leave his home and his parents, and go into a strange land.
This was a new experience and a lonely one. The LORD, however,
loved him in spite of his sin, and He graciously appeared unto him,
when he slept with a stone for his pillow. In the dream which
he had of a ladder set up on the earth, the top of which reached
unto heaven, the LORD stood above it, and assured him that the
land whereon he lay would be given to him and to his seed, that
his seed should be as the dust of the earth, and that in his seed all
the families of the earth would be blessed. Moreover, He assured
him of His presence and protection in all places whither he went,
of his safe return again to his own country, and of the fulfilment
of all His promises.
It is not unlikely that Jacob felt lonely as he journeyed to Padanaram, and that he realized that his own sin had made it necessary
for him to leave home and country. It was at this juncture in his
life that the LORD drew near to him, and gave him the precious
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promises above referred to. New trials and experiences brought
with them new mercies. Is it not always so in the history of GOD'S
people? (See Gen. xxviii. 10-15.) Later on in his life, Jacob
had another new and trying experience. Esau, his brother, had
threatened to slay him. It was on this account that Rebekah
advised Jacob to flee to Haran. Many years had passed away,
and J acob 'had returned to his own land. Esau was then in "the
land of Seir, the country of Edom." Jacob sent messengers to tell
him of his return, and they came back saying, "Thy brother Rsau
. . . cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him."
Here was a new trial and a new experience in Jacob's life. Jacob's
life was again in danger. But J acob, with a deep sense of his own
unworthiness, cried to the LORD for deliverance. "Deliver me"
he said, "I pray Thee, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and
the mother with the children." He pleaded also the promises of
GOD. Later, when the two brothers met the LORD had so wrought
upon Esau's mind that he " ran to meet J acob and embraced him
and fell on his neck and kissed him: and they wept" (Gen. xxxii.
9-12; xxxiii. 4). Here was new mercy and a new manifestation
of Divine faithfulness.
Jacob's troubles, however, did not end here. His partiality
for Joseph led to Joseph's brethren selling their brother to the
Ishmaelites, and J acob was deceived by his own children, and led
to believe that an evil beast had devoured" the son of his old
age." Later, however, he experienced a new and remarkable
mercy. The news was brought to him that Joseph was yet alive,
and Jacob's spirit was revived, and he said, "I will go and see
him before I die." The journey to Egypt, however, seems to have
filled him with fearful forebodings. The LORD again, however,
manifested new mercy. He spake unto Him in the visions of the
night, and said, "Fear not to go down into Egypt; for I mu
there make of thee a great nation. I will go down with thee
into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and J oseph
shall put his hand upon thine eyes" (Gen. xlvi. 3, 4). 'What
comfort and encouragement these promises and assurances would
give to the aged patriarch's heart, and how they prove that GOD
does not deal with His people after their sins, nor reward them
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according to their iniquities. He is a GOD full of tender mercy and
compassion towards His unworthy people.
3. Thirdly, let us take Joseph's case.
What a new, terrible, and unexpected experience was that of
J oseph when he was stripped of his coat of many colours by his
own brethren, ca3t into a deep pit from which apparently he could
not climb out, and then sold for twenty pieces of silver, as a slave,
to some passing merchantmen. To be thus forcibly torn from
home and country, and deprived of his liberty, was atrial the
intensity of which cannot be fully realized e'{cept by those who
have experienced it. "The anguish of his soul" was heartlessly
---ignored by his cruel brethren. Yet the LORD did Dot forsake him,
and when in the house of Potiphar he served as a slave, "the LORD
was with him" and "made all that he did to prosper." The
result was that his master "made him overseer over his house,
and all that he had he put into his hand." Here was new mercy
and tender evidence of the LORD'S lovingkindness to his deeplytried and lonely servant. Another trial, however, came upon
him. The wicked wife of his master cruelly maligned his character,
so that his master" put him into prison," and thus deprived him
of all his former privileges. Y et new mercy accompanied him
even in this new and keenly-felt trial. "The LORD was with
Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight
of the keeper of the prison." The result was the keeper of the
prison committed to Joseph's hand all the other prisoners, because
he saw" that the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the
LORD made it to prosper." (See Gen. xxxvii. 28, 36; xlii. 21, 22 ;
xxxix. 2-6, 20-23.)
J oseph's family were as good as dead in his experience, and his
trials must have been very keenly felt, but the LORD'S presence
and favour must have comforted and cheered his sad heart.
But the very humiliating experience of GOD'S servant Joseph
was made, in GOD'S remarkable providence, to lead to his exaltation
to the highest position in the land, next to the king.
It was while in prison that he was Divinely enabled to interpret
the dreams of the king's butler and baker. This, after a considerable time, led to his being called to interpret the king's dreams, and
then he was providentially selected to occupy the highest position
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in the land next to the king. Here, again, is new and remarkable
mercy, to be followed later by the happy reunion with his aged
father Jacob. Truly,
"GOD moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
(See Gen. xli. 38-46.)
All these records of the experience of GOD'S saints in olden times
have been written for our learning, "that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
In darkness and depression of soul, in paths untrodden before, in
separations from beloved ones, and in all the varied trials of faith
through which the LORD'S people are called to pass, He stands by
them, He comforts them, He sustains and supports them. Some
trials may be of such a character, that notwithstanding the new
mercies the heart is still necessarily sad, but the comforts wherewith "the GOD of all comfort" comforts His people preserve them
from despair, cheer their hearts, and they enable them to encourage
themselves in the LORD their GOD. The GOD of Adam, of Noah, of
Abraham, of J acob and of J oseph still lives. He is still mindful
of His eternally-beloved, chosen, and redeemed people. They do
not deserve His mercies, but His mercies to them are abundant
and constant. He hath said to them, "I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee." They may boldly say therefore, " The LORD is
my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me." He
"pitieth them that fear Him," and His mercy to them is "from
everlasting to everlasting."
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
(Cowper.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lyrm.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

" SIMPLY to will comes from man's nature; to will wickedly comes
from corrupt nature; to will well, from supernatural grace."-Bernard,
quoted in Smeaton's " Doctrine of the Holy Spirit," p. 344.
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"FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST."
(Second Article.)
" And thet) were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gare them utterance." --ACTS ii. 4.

IN our last issue we thought of the fulness of the Spirit in Old
Testament times, of the fulness of the Spirit prior to Pentecost
in our Lord's time, and of the fulness of the Spirit as experienced
by God's people on the day of Pentecost. The pouring out of the
Spirit on that day must be regarded as extraordinary and exceptional. It was accompanied not only with a manifestation of His
ordinary regenerating and saving operations, but also with the
speaking with tongues and with other unusual, and as we believe,
temporary manifestations of His power. The preaching of the
Gospel was then accompanied "both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost according to His
will." God bore witness to the preaching of the Apostles by enabling
them to worl. miracles, "according to His Own will" (Heb. ii. 4).
As the sovereignty of God was manifested in the bestowal of
these supernatural gifts in apostolic times, so the same sovereignty
is seen in His withdrawal of those gifts ever since. (See 1 Cor.
xii. 11.)
We trust it may now be profitable if we think of the fulness of
the Spirit in times subsequent to the day of Pentecost itself.
First, we read oj Peter being fi~led with the Spirit when on his trial
in a court oj justice.
Peter and John were apprehended and imprisoned because they
"preached through Jesus the resurrection of the dead."
':Dhe next day they were brought before Annas and Caiaphas,
John and Alexander, and before rulers, elders, and scribes, a
formidable array of judges. Our Lord had previously promised
the presence and help of the Spirit under such circumstances.
He said, "When they deliver you up, take no thought how or
what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour
what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit
oj your Father Which speaketh in you." In Luke's Gospel we read,
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" The Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought
to say" (Matt. x. 19, 20; Luke xii. 12).
This promise of our Lord was fulfilled in Peter's case. When
asked "By what power, or by what name, have ye done this ~ "
"Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost," courageously answered his
judges (Acts. iv. 8). He had been filled with the Holy Ghost on
the day of Pentecost, and in the power of the Spirit He preached
a sermon to the assembled multitudes. Now he is placed in new
circumstances, needing new grace, wisdom, and strength, and he
is again specially filled and enabled by the Spirit to answer the
question put to him.
Thus the Lord does not give a stock of grace and strength once
for all, but as each new emergency arises He strengthens His people
with might by His Spirit in the inner man. Thus the ancient
Old Testament promise is fulfilled, "As thy days, so shall thy
strength be" (Deut. xxxiii. 25).
Seoondly, we read of the infant Ch~t1'oh being again ,filled with the
Spirit for testimony.
Peter and John were forbidden by the authorities" to spea,k at
all or teach in the name of Jesus." In other words, they were
forbidden to obey the command of their Divine J~ord and Ma ter.
What (lid they do ~ They went to their own company, and with
one accord they lifted up their voice in prayer. They said," ow,
Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, tha
with all boldness they may speak Thy word." "And when they
had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spake the Word of God with -boldness" (Acts iv. 18, 23, 24, 29-31).
The apostles had been filled with the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, but now they were faced with new dangers, and they needed
a fresh accession of strength, and in answer to prayer they were
again" filled with the Holy Ghost."
These incidents are recorded for the comfort of God's people
to-day. We have heard of people suggesting that the ten days
before what is now called Whit-Sunday should be used for prayer
for the Holy Ghost to be poured out, as though Pentecost "'ould
be repeated. We see no scriptural warrant for this. But it is
clear from the incidents we have mentioned that in every fresh
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emergency which arises, when fresh courage and strength are needed,
the Lord in answer to His people's prayer, and in accordance with
His promises, will grant fresh power and grace. In other words,
He will fill them afresh with His Spirit.
Thirdly, 'We read of rnen who were conspicuously full of the Spl:rit,
and who were therefore fitted for special work in the Lord's vineyard.
A murmuring arose of the Grecians against the Hebrews, " because
their widows were neglected in the daily ministration." A failure
to distribute the alms without respect of persons had shown itself.
Hence this murmuring. 'What did the twelve apostles do ~ They
called the multitude of the disciples together and said, "It is not
reason that we should leave the Word of God, and serve tables.
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business" (Acts vi. 1-3). Now, no doubt, all the disciples
were indwelt by the Spirit, but the disciples were to look out for
seven men who were more manifestly full of the Holy Ghost and of
wisdom than were the generality of the disciples, and these were
the men whom the apostles would appoint over the business of
distributing the alms. This surely is intended to guide the Church
of God to-day. The idea to-day seems to be that any mere professor who attends a church or chapel should be asked to engage
in some work such as teaching in the Sunday School, reading the
Scripture lessons or holding some particular office in the professing Church. The question whether the person is born again
of the Spirit, and is a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, does
not seem to be thought of. In fact, the doctrine is taught that if
you want to retain a man in jour congregation, you should give
him something to do. The result is that large numbers of unconverted people rule in the professing Church with disastrous
results. This was not the method of the apostles. Those whom
they wished to appoint over any business in the Church were to
be men" full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom." One of these men
was Stephen, "a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost" and
"full of faith and power" (Acts. vi. 5, 8).
The language which the apostles used on this occasion suggests
that some men by their walk and conversation manifest more
conspicuously than others that they are "full of the Holy Ghost
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and wisdom." That is to say, they give evidence that their walk
and life is more regulated by the Word and Spirit of God than
do many other Christians. Some real Christians are lukewarm.
They are worldly. They are lukewarm in their use of the means
of grace, lukewarm in private prayer, private study of the Scriptures, and in attendance at the public ministry of the Word. Such
men would not have been regarded by the disciples as corresponding to the description given by the twelve apostles. This is
a sad fact and it ought to make many of God's people to humble
themselves before God and to seek the fulness of His Spirit to
enable them to be more fruitful in every good word and work.
\Vhen Stephen was standing before his judges, "He, being lull
01 the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and
said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing
on the right hand of God" (Acts vii. 55, 56). Under the powerful
influence of the Spirit he was permitted to see what none of his
judges could see, and he was enabled to testify what he saw, even
though he knew that his testimony would enrage his human judges.
The Spirit may not be pleased to give us a vision of the glory of
God, but He does enable His people to see truths, and to testify
truths which may cause them to be rejected and persecuted by their
hearers. But none of such experiences should move the valiant
soldiers of Christ.
Fourthly, we read 01 the lulness 01 the Spirit in connection with
Saul 01 Tamts.
Ananias came to Saul, when it had pleased God to reveal His
Son in him, and to call him -by His grace, and "putting his hands
on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared
unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost." Then
we are told that "immediately there fell from his eyes as it had
been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was
baptized" (Acts ix. 17, 18). The evidence that he had been
filled with the Holy Ghost is seen in his courage in straightway
preaching Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.
Later on we read of " Saul (who is also called Paul), filled with
the Holy Ghost," visiting judgment upon Elymas the sorcerer
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because of his sin in perverting the right ways of the Lord. It is
evident that Paul, under the influence of the Spirit, was able to
see with keen penetration the awful wickedness of one whom he
calls a " child of the devil" and an "enemy of all righteousness"
(Acts xiii. 9-11).
The fulness of the Spirit is needed for preaching the Gospel and
for discerning the true character of men who withstand its teachmgs.
Fifthly, we read of the fulness of the Holy Ghost in connection
with Barnahas.

When, through the preaching of laymen, the Gentile Church in
Antioch was founded, the Church in Jerusalem, "sent forth
Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he
came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them,
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord." Then
the inspired historian goes on to say of Barnabas, "For he was a
good man, and full of the Holy Glwst and offa1:th."
Barnabas was convinced that it was due to "the grace of God"
that" a great number (of Gentiles) believed, and turned to the
Lord," and he was" glad" at the evidences of God's saving grace.
It rejoiced his heart that the saving mercy of God had been extended
to uncircumcised Gentiles. For these reasons and for others the
inspired historian bears testimony to the goodness of the character
of Barnabas, and to the fact that he was a man "full of the Holy
Ghost and of faith." Barnabas did not say this of himself, nor do
we ever find New Testament Christians saying to others: "We
are full of the Holy Ghost." This is an important point to notice.
The Holy Ghost inspired the writer of the Acts to say that various
persons, such as Peter, Paul, Stephen, and Barnabas were full of
the Spirit, but these servants of God never described themselves
in this way. We fear that many in these days are not so reticent
in describing themselves. To say that Barnabas was "full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith," was really only another way of saying
that he was a man who in a marked degree walked "in the fear of
the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31). He
was a man whose whole life was markedly under the influence of
the teaching of God's Word and of the power of God's Spirit. He
sought daily and constantly to walk conformably to the will of
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God. Hence he would walk in holy separation from the ways of
the world, and he would seek to live soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present world. \\That a mercy if those around us can regard
us as good men and women, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith!
We ourselves, knowing the plague of our own hearts, may rightly
feel what poor and unworthy and sinful creatures we are. But
if, in some small degree, those around us are impressed with the
holy character of olir walk, we can only say, and we must not
dare to say otherwise, " By the grace of God we are what we are."
We dare not take the smallest degree of glory to ourselves. Disaster
follows the moment we nourish thoughts of pride and self-sufficiency
in our hearts. 'Vith such cases as that of Barnabas before us we
are forced to the conclusion that some Christians are more consistent
in their walk than others. The Epistles to the seven Churches
show that some Christians have a name to live, but are really
"ready to die "-i.e., they are almost in a spiritually dead condition. Some are neither hot nor cold, but are in a lukewarm
condition. The condition of the Church at Corinth was such that
the apostle had to write to them" as unto babes in Christ." They
had failed to grow and develop. Instead of the fruit of the Spirit
being prominent, there was "envying, strife and divisions among
them." (1 Cor. iii. 1-3 ; Rev. iii. 1,2,15-18; see also Heb. v. 12-14.)
We are all familiar with the differences between many of God's
real people in their walk and conversation. Some are more separate
from the world than others. They give themselves more regularly
to private prayer and the study of the Word and to attendance
on the means of grace. H~nce those around them have no doubt
about their "calling and election." On the other hand, of some
Christians those around them have to say, "We stand in doubt of
you. We wonder if you have really passed from death unto life.
We are not really sure that the root of the matter is in you." It is
very sad when the life and conduct, and ways of a professing
Christian is such that his fellow Christians are in doubt about the
reality of his profession. No such doubt was felt in reference to
Barnabas. He was so under the influence of the Spirit in his
thoughts, words, and ways, that those around him felt that he was
indeed" a good man." What shall we say to these things ~ Should
it not be our desire and prayer that we may be so full of the Spirit
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that our thoughts, words, and ways may in a larger degree be such
as are pleasing to God? Without tying ourselves down to any
particular words of prayer the longings of our hearts when humbled
before God with a sense of our shortcomings may be expressed in
some such words as these: "0 God, forasmuch as without Thee
we are not able to please Thee; mercifully grant, that Thy Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts." If we are
indeed directed and ruled by the Spirit of God, then His inspired
doctrines will be cordially welcomed, His inspired history will be
fully believed, and His inspired precepts will be more or less fully
obeyed.
"Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With light and comfort from above:
Be Thou our Guardian, Thou our Guide,
O'er every thought and step preside."
THE EDITOR.

A READER'S EXPERIENCE.
"I SPENT nine weeks of this summer in hospital, and was brought
very near to the grave in the valley of the shadow of death, and needless to say was brought into solemn questionings relative to eternal
matters. One sabbath morning I lay musing upon time, and eternity,
the work of the physician, and the nursing staff, and what was happening
in regard to my natural life, when the holy and blessed Spirit of God
spake these words with power to my soul, ' Your life is hid with Christ
in God.' Oh! what a glorious change in a moment. The grim
hospital ward became immediately the house of God and the gate of
heaven to my soul, and I was lifted right above bodily pain, sorrow
of heart, anxiety as to the present and the future-a poor worm of
the earth, treasured in the heart.of Christ in God, hid there from all
the forces of the world, the flesh and the devil. Nothing could go
wrong, everything must go right. Earth and heaven, time and
eternity were safe and secure to me, for I was hid (and the devil could
not find me to destroy me) with Christ in God.
"I did not want then a father confessor, a go-between between
my God and my soul. Nay, the children of God, despised of menlike their precious Forerunner, forsaken of men, everywhere spoken
against, derided, affiicted, tormented, hungry and thirsty, whatever
their case may be, nevertheless no harm can come to them.
"They may on the main of temptation be tossed.
Their sorrows may swell as the sea;
But none of the ransomed shall ever be lost.
The righteous shall hold on his way."

Because "their life is hid with Christ in God."
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lIhlgtim 1jJaptts.
WELLSPRINGS.

" Lo, these are parts of His ways."-JoB xxvi. 14.
THE deeply tried patriarch has been answering Bildad the Shuhite,
who in the previous chapter had been declaring the awful majesty
and supreme greatness of the Creator and Judge of all men. All that
he set forth was true so far as it went. The chapter from which our
text is taken opens with "But." "But Job answered and said,"
and we read on in holy admiration of all Job is Divinely inspired
to utter of the greatness of God's power in creating a world; setting
all the living creatures which He had made in their allotted spheres;
hanging the earth upon nothing; binding the waters in His thick
clouds above, and compassing the seas with their boundary; holding
back the face of His throne and spreading His cloud upon it; by His
Spirit garnishing the heavens, and by His understanding smiting
through the proud. And then, as if words fail him in testifying of
Him Whom man hath never seen, Who dwelleth in the light, whereunto
no man may approach, Whose greatness is unsearchable, and Who e
power is far beyond man's understanding and ken, the patriarch
says, "Lo, these are parts of His ways," or as the Revised Version
sets it, "the outskirts of His ways and how small a whisper do we
hear of Him." How true, infinitely, blessedly true is all this. Who
can know Him? by searching find Him out? Who can approach
His throne and view His Majesty and speak of His greatness?
"Great God! how deep Thy counsels lie,
Supreme in power art Thou:
All things to Thine Omniscient Eye
Are one Eternal now."
(Kent).

And with other inspired poets we sing :"Thy riches are unsearchable,"
(C. Weslell).

and with President Davies :"Great God of wonders, all Thy ways,
Display Thine Attributes Divine."

Who, we ask, can fathom that name and plumb the depths, deeper
than the deeps that he enfolded in it. God is w.ve. And beloved,
this leads us to our text and what was intended in the mind of His
dear servant, and whose word speaks hope to a living, desiring soul.
All that the Shuhite had declared of Divine greatness was true. "But
Job answered and said . . . Lo, these are parts of His ways," and that
is our mercy, yours and mine, fellow believer.

;
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"Great God, if 'rhou shouldst bring me near,
To answer at Thy awful bar,
If Jesus did His grace withdraw,
I know, 0 Lord, Thy fiery law
My soul to hell would send.
But shouldst Thou me to judgement call,
And Moses faced me then, and all
My many sins appeared.
I would not fear, but boldly stand
If Jesus opened His pierced Hand,
I know I should be spared."
(Cennick).

Job knew in blessed, heartfelt living faith that his "Redeemer
liveth"; he knew that even if "in the grave, worms destroyed his
body yet in his flesh he should see God." He had learned much of
that Divine greatness in creation, yet it was but" part of His ways,"
and those ways all leading up in visiting, redeeming and blessing His
people. He has made His earth for them. He blesses the fruits of
it, in their seasons, for them. He fixes the bounds of their habitations;
appoints their dwelling-places, supplies their needs, grants them sweet
fellowship in the preaching of the everlasting Gospel; and in their
hidden lives sees to it that they shall never know the loneliness which
He, as Son of man, endured for their sakes.
"In me He works and blesses, the life-seed He has sown,
In me He breathes the Abba, the prayer of faith alone."
Whilst contemplating and meditating on this gracious and glorious
subject, I was struck with the little word" the" of 2 Chronicles ix. 6,
and it fitted into my train of thought. Sheba's Queen, who came to
see the greatness of King Solomon, admired all she saw, but as she
rightly said, " Mine eyes have seen it, and behold the one half of the
greatness of thy wisdom was not told me."
And you and I, beloved, seeing and learning of the greatness of
our God day by day, and how His judgments keep the world in awe,
are yet constrained by admiring grace to say, "Lo, these are but
parts of His ways." "The one half" remains untold, unexpressed,
because it can never be told. In the glory, the language of ravished
hearts will be as expressed in the language of dear John Kent :" Sweetest notes, all notes excelling,
On the Theme for ever dwelling
Still untold. though ever telling
Worthy the Lamb!"
And that is what we wait and long and hope for, when we shall have
faculties to worship and love and adore as we would. Here we are
cramped by sin. Here, indwelling corruption of our suffering, fallen,
tempted natures, is ever seeking for the mastery, and our daily,
mournful confession is failure and sin and folly. But blessed be God,
5
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none teacheth like Him, and He is showing us day by day" these
parts of His ways," wherein "like as a Father" He "pitieth those
that fear Him"; like as our Elder Brother He feels for us in all our
pains and sorrows: and by the blessed Comforter we are taught,
and led and kept, and upheld and sustained. The greatness in
creation has been for them, the sons of men in whom He took delight.
But how far beyond all this, His greatness in redemption! And all
along the path of their chequered histories, His wondrous dealings
in Providence for them, how He has chosen this people, redeemed
them by the precious blood of His incarnate Son, and makes known
to them the love that broods over them; ceaselessly watches them
night and day; leads and upholds them; guides them; gives them
to hear His voice saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it"; keeps
their feet from stumbling and their hearts from straying; or when
having strayed, to learn by humbling lessons how this too was a
" part of His way" that His children may be brought to see and own
themselves nothing at all, and Jesus Christ their all in all.
"Parts of His ways" teach them the separation that must be
between them and the world. The Divine command is given, " Come
out from among them, and be ye separate and touch not the unclean
thing." The unholy mixing and alliance with the world dishonours
Him and brings leanness, unfruitfulness and sad declension in the
soul. A faithful servant of Jesus Christ in a letter recently received
writes: "In my own parish I have to stand aloof from whist-drives
and card playing and so incur a certain amount of social ostracism
from those who regard me as narrow-minded. I am amazed at the
extent to which Christian people allow themselves to be drawn from
the path of separation in these matters. I shall greatly value your
prayers in this matter."
A dear saint of God in converse some time ago, remarked on that
word " separation" in the Holy Scriptures, and how it must needs
be a setting forth of the aloneness of the child of God, who would follow
closely the leadings of the Divine Shepherd and forsake for His sake
the ways of the worldling.
Oh! as the heart is fanned by the Divine Spirit into a flame of
love, we would ever be saying, "the half of the greatness of Thy
wisdom has not been told us."
We want to know more of Him and His ways day by day, and to
learn from His heart of love how perfect all is: how intent upon
doing us good; and how all is sent that we may" grow in grace and
in the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord." Such is His love to Hi
people, redeemed by His own most precious blood, that He will have
us "near unto Him." May we, in our several experiences, even when
the way grows long and dreary and new straits and difficulties arise;
when our hearts fail us for fear; and we begin to despond with
weariness and" overmuch sorrow," may we be enabled to look up
to His steadfast throne and remember how all is in His own keeping,
and' under His control. He said His people must through much
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tribulation enter the kingdom and "these are parts of His ways"
to bring us there. Our fears and doubts and forebodings are more
often than not groundless. They are always graceless whether in
temporal, spiritual or eternal matters.
" A word from His almighty lips Who spake a world into existence,
can swell or sink the seas: all nature obeys His fiat, devils must
retreat at His all-expelling word. Disease and adversity are controlled
by Him, and prosperity breaks forth in its cheering glory. He never
knew a limit, an impediment, a hindrance. The mountain can become
a plain, the valley exalted, darkness made light, and the crooked things
straight at His word. He is able to do all He willed, all that His
wisdom had concerted. If heaven could trust all with Him, all the
weighty affairs of the eternal throne in His hands, cannot He manage
your and my little concerns 1 Your God is able to deliver and extricate
you out of every difficulty. Well might Doddridge say;"My little all, I here suspend,
Where the whole weight of Heaven is hung."
(from Zion's Trumpet, "E.M.," Sept., 1847).

Oh! dwell upon this deep subject, fellow-believer! He, Whose
goings forth have been from everlasting, comes down to your and my
low and little place and brings into all our need the majesty of His
ability, and the everlasting love of His delight in doing exceeding
abundantly beyond all that we can think and ask; to bless us now,
and in eternity to show us how the blessings of the world in which we
sojourned were made to yield us all we needed in our time state.
The far greater blessings of redemption and all that pertained to our
eternal life were the greater parts of His ways. The half of His wisdom,
and love, and faithfulness, and truth, could not be told us, nor comprehended by us whilst here below. "For now we see through a glass
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall
I know even as also I am known."
R.

"THY PEOPLE SHALL 'BE WILLING IN THE DAY
OF THY POWER."
PSALM cx. 3.
BLESSED be the God of grace that it is so! He has a people whom
He has chosen from of old to be His peculiar portion. These by
nature have wills as stubborn as the rest of the froward sons of Adam ;
but when the day of His power comes, and grace displays its omnipotence, they become willing to repent, and to believe in Jesus. None
are saved unwillingly, but the will is made sweetly to yield itself.
What a wondrous power is this, which never violates the will, and yet
rules it! God does not break the lock, but He opens it by a masterkey, which He alone can handle.-From Spurgeon's "Oheque Book
of the Bank of Faith," for Sept. 20th.
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anb N otts of ,Sermons.
FRIEND.

A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem."
SONG v. 16.
SUCH is the language of the rapturous spouse. After enumeration of
the charms of the spiritual Bridegroom, the boast cannot be restrained,
" This is my Friend!" This is He Whom my heart loves, my chief
delight, my joy, my glory, my all.
The utterance of the collective body expresses the feeling of each
component part. Every true believer exults in this happy portion,
" This is my Friend."
The very name of friendship sounds as a melodious note. To hear
it is to receive pleasure. It is a theme which has awakened the poet's
sweetest song; and on it moralists have instructively enlarged. The
glowing pen has rapturously extolled it as the charm of life, the solace
of the earthly pilgrimage, the balm of sorrow, the delight of early
days, the prop of declining age, the unchanging joy in every changing
scene. It is a true saying, Happy is the man who has a friend. He
possesses what wealth could never purchase, what prosperity could
never really win. What then shall be said of his supreme felicity
who can in truth aver; My Friend is Jesus, the" King of kings, the
Lord of lords"; "God over all, blessed for evermore"; "the chiefest
among ten thousand, the altogether lovely"-the Lord Who has all
power in heaven and in earth, Who wields the sceptre of universal
sway, in Whom is "no variableness, neither shadow of turning" ;
Who loves with an everlasting love, Who hateth putting away! This
is the believer's privilege. Without presumption he can boast, " This
is my Beloved, and this is my Friend."
Let this grand truth be now approached by an analysis of some
properties of friendship.
I. Mutual knowledge. This feeling can only breathe in the region
of thorough acquaintance. It cannot live in hearts estranged and
unfamiliar. We may take interest in strangers, and view them with
respect and kindness; but friendship requires far nearer fellowship.
To cement this union, heart must hold converse with heart-freely,
fully, and unreservedly. Mind must have access to mind, and hold
the key of intimate communion.
Such is the blessed oneness between Jesus and His friends. His
lips declare, " I know My sheep, and am known of Mine" (John x. 14).
This knowledge must be His, because omniscience is His property.
The psalmist truly says, "0 Lord, Thou hast searched me, and
known me. Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising.
Thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path,
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and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there
is not a word in my tongue, but, 10, 0 Lord, Thou knowest it
altogether" (Psa. cxxxix. 1-4).
Surely shame must fill the heart, and confusion must depress the
head, when reflection shows our natural condition. The penetrating
glance of Jesus surveys the whole. "His eyes are as a flame of fire"
(Rev. i. 14). Daily provocations bid Him turn with abhorrence from
the chief of believers; but He knows, and still He loves. How can
this be! The answer is the Gospel's glory. He loves because He will
love. His nature and His name import that He is love. No moving
cause can be discerned, but in the depths of His own heart, and in
His purposes to redeem and save. While His thorough knowledge
tends to alienate, He still loves.
But His all-seeing eye marks not only evil's course, He notes the
tears which bedew the cheek of penitence. He hears each sigh from
the sin-stricken heart. His ears are open to every wrestling prayer.
Each sound of praise flies swiftly to His ear. Every cry for pardoning
mercy, every confession of guilt, each supplication for help, each call
for guidance, each avowal of need, ascends to His mercy-seat. Job
utters the consolatory truth, "He knoweth the way that I take"
(Job xxiii. 10). Each epistle to the Churches (Rev. ii.) commences
with the assurance, "I know thy works." The movement of the
believing heart is spread as an open page before Him. The budding,
the bloom, the ripening, the fruit of every grace, the origin, the advance
of every good word and work, are clear before Him. It cannot be
otherwise, for all are the planting of His hand, the produce of His
will and power.
Thus He knows His people. They, too, in part know Him. Now,
indeed, they "see through a glass darkly; but then face to face"
(1 Cor. xiii. 12). Now their faculties are dim, but" when He shall
appear, they shall be like Him; for they shall see Him as He is"
(1 John iii. 2). But by the enlightening rays of the Holy Spirit He
has so revealed Himself, that the believer may profess, "I know
Whom I have believed" (2 Tim. i. 12). Faith clearly sees the glories
of His person, the tenderness of His heart, the plenitude of His unchanging grace, the accomplishment of His finished work, the power
of His unceasing intercession, His sufficiency and willingness" to save
to the uttermost all who come unto God by Him" (Heb. vii. 25).
Believers daily grow in this knowledge. The book which portrays
the lineaments of His features and the transcript of His character is
their constant study. Thus is the knowledge strengthened which is
the basis of true friendship. Realizing this mutual acquaintedness,
the believer professes, " This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend."
n. Friendship requires congeniality of tastes. The friend must
love what the friend loves, and eschew what the friend eschews. "How
can two walk together, except they be agreed 1 " (Amos iii. 3.) It
is true that by nature there is i=easurable alienation, infinite
discrepancy, boundless estrangement between heaven and earth's
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inmates. The natural heart is conceived in sin, and shapen in enmity
to God. But Jesus, by His Spirit's power, takes the stony heart out
of the flesh, softens the rocky hardness, melts the obduracy, converts
the ice into a glowing furnace. He creates a new heart. He infuses
a right spirit. He forms a new being, lovely in righteousness, radiant
in true holiness, modelled after the image of God. Light succeeds to
midnight-darkness. Beauteous order smiles where chaos once frowned.
The new-born believer is no more his own. Christ sits on the throne
of his affections. His conversation is in heaven. His delight is in
the law of his Lord; it,s righteousness is his main pursuit. His every
desire is intermixed with Christ. His inner man is in consonance
with Christ's will. Thus entire oneness rules. Hence a grand ingredient
in friendship is established, and the believer truly boasts, "This is
my Beloved, and this is my Friend."
Ill. Community of interests. This is a requisite of friendship. A
friend is interwoven in his friend's concerns. What treasures of
delight are contained in the truth, that Jesus and all He is, and all He
has, is the sure property of His people! His abode on earth was
theirs, that He might be their Surety, their Proxy, their Substitute.
He died that they might not die eternally. He lives for ever, that
endless life may be their heritage. He reigns on high, that all things
may be ordered for their good. His power is theirs to guard and to
defend. His angels are theirs to encamp, as a garrison around. His
throne is theirs, that they may sit for ever by His side. Thus the
believer realizes, "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine"
(Song vi. 3). As the bridegroom endows the bride, so Jesus calls
His friends to share His every possession.
So, too, the believer's interests are centred in Christ, and in Christ's
kingdom. This all-absorbing feeling burns mightily. When Christ
is magnified, honoured, glorified, the joy of His friends is at its height.
When Christ is scorned, vilified, neglected, crowned again with thorns,
and crucified afresh, their spirit is depressed. To them verily "to
live is Christ" (Phil. i. 21). It is their labour and delight to make
known the glories of His name, and to bear witness to His praise.
Their lips are warm to call sinners to His cross. Their steps are glad
to seek the abodes of ignorance and vice, that they may allure, invite,
and win to the service, which is perfect freedom and overflowing bliss.
By all the means within their power they help the missionary cause.
By self-denying efforts, by incessant prayer, they strive that Christ
may be "known on earth, His saving health among all nations."
Thus they testify, " This is our Beloved, and this is our Friend." Our
cause is His, His cause is ours. Our prosperity and peace and joy
are the objects of His care. His glory is our main concern.
IV. Confidence. Between friends there is a firm trust. This is
pre-eminently true of Christ and His people. The believer trusts his
Lord in all things for time and for eternity. Is it said of our heavenly
Father, that" He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? "
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(Rom. viii. 32). This is the believer's confidence. Christ gave Himself for me, how shall He not also freely give me all things?
We may not deny that man is born to trouble; the path through
life is strewn with thorns. Believers reach heaven through much
tribulation, and the thought will sometimes perplex: If I am His,
why am I thus? His over-ruling hand could avert all sorrow, and
crown me at each moment with lovingkindness and tender mercies.
But these mists of doubt soon vanish. The deep and abiding persuasion
is settled in the soul, " Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him"
(Job xiii. 15). There is no real apprehension that trials are evidence
of desertion. The truth is engraven on the tablets of the mind, "I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5). "For a small
moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather
thee" (Isa. liv. 7). The Spirit's voice echoes through the heart, " Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us" (Rom. viii. 35, 37).
Unwavering is this confidence. It is founded on the immovable
rock of the Word, on the vast roll of precious promises, on the review
of happy experiences, on the recording pillars which gratitude has
erected along the route of past days. There could be no :firm friendship
without this confidence; but bold in this confidence the believer
shouts, " This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend."
Other properties of friendship might be viewed. They would all
appear in lovely train, consolidating the truth that Jesus is the" Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother" (Prov. xviii. 24). The believer,
knowing this well, cherishes among his richest treasures the assurance,
" Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things
that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you" (John
xv. 15).
The contrast cannot be hidden. How dreary and cheerless is the
path of life unsolaced by a friend! But sadder far is that man's
state who knows not Jesus as his own. His life is as the day which
has no sun-as weakness with no sustaining staff-as sorrow with no
sympathy-as solitude with no relief.
Jesus is a Friend ever near. His presence may ever soothe the
aching breast, and be a downy pillow for the dying head. Other
friends may prove inconstant, or even false. Too many have been
as the summer brook or early dew. Death may tear the loved one
from our side. But Jesus ever lives and ever loves. Is it not happiness to boast, " This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend! "
" You may take a step from Paul to Augustine, then from Augustine
to Calvin, and then-well, you may keep your foot up a good while
before you find such another."-O. H. Spurgeon.
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"HE WILL SHEW THEM HIS COVENANT."

" THE secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and He will
shew them His Covenant"; so the word of the Eternal God reads
in Psalm xxv. 14. The statement might be simply explained by
referring to Abraham for instance; God told His " friend" what His
purposes were, with regard to his own family and with regard to the
impending doom of Sodom and Gomorrah. All the wise men in
Babylon tried their utmost and tried in vain to discover the secrets
that were revealed to Daniel, the greatly beloved of God. And many
wise men since have wondered what the purport has been and is, of
the profundities that were spoken into the ears of other prophets of the
Most High. Moses and David were taught by God Himself how
they were to order the Tabernacle and the Temple. And when the
Lord came and showed what these things meant, He said to His friends
that were with Him, " I call you not servants, for the servant knoweth
not what his lord doeth, but I have called you friends, for all things
that'I have heard of My Father, I have made known unto you."
It was revealed to the just and devout Simeon, that he should with
his eyes behold" the Lord's Christ"; and to Mary, as she bought the
anointing oil beforehand, that He was to die. But all these saints
and servants of the Lord, sharing the secrets of the Lord here, have
gone to behold His glory, where there is no darkness, where all i
understood. They know as they are known, while following after,
and still here are those to whom the word of the Eternal God applies ;
they fear Him, His secret is with them, and " He will shew them His
Covenant." An invisible power is at work in certain hearts, described
as those having the" fear of God," and to them is given the knowledge
of the things that accompany salvation. I was thinking of the power
that came upon Abraham, with the" horror of great darkness," when
God told him of the sufferings and bondage that were in His purpose
for Abraham's seed, with deliverance and glory to follow, and with
the destruction of all their enemies. It is told in Genesis xv" and in
verse 18, we read: "The same day. the Lord made a Covenant with
Abraham." The Covenant of perpetual seasons and order was made
with Noah, after the devastation of the Flood, and it was in the mount
on this side of Egyptian bondage and the devouring sea that God
gave Moses the revelation of the divine agreement. It seemed to me
that when "the wind bloweth where it listeth" in the hidden man
of the heart, when the Holy Spirit teaches the children of God-no
eye seeing it, it is in darkness, though not of necessity in a " horror
of great darkness." It is in a solitariness of the same type as Noah
knew. The Ark was preparing but the world mocked. It is when
the spirit toils as if endlessly and fruitlessly, crying out for deliverance
by an unseen strong hand and stretched-out arm. They are learning
His Covenant, when those who fear find out that He is their only
help.
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David knew what he was saying when he spoke of "the Covenant
ordered in all things and sure." All things; that included all the
onslaughts of his enemies, and the lamentable unreliability of himself.
He learned that in the Covenant were all the engagements with his foes
that wasted his spirit and his resources, and alongside them in the
Covenant all the triumphs and the victories that God wrought for him,
and all the strength and patience given to him that he might endure.
He thanked God on one occasion thus: "I will extol Thee, 0 Lord,
for Thou hast lifted me up and hast not made my foes to rejoice over
me." It was for God alone to say whether his enemies should or
should not have the victory. It would be in the Covenant if Shimei
cursed him, "Let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden him." The
secret remained in his heart; God was his Rock and Refuge. How
often he could sing of victory after battle. He could sing also of
victory instead of battle, of a kind hand that was lifted between himself and some catastrophe. He would have thanked God if Nabal
and all his dependants had fallen before his avenging sword. But
what an unspeakably sweeter mercy for him that God prevented the
skirmish. There are other enemies besides those which we see.
There is pride and self consequence and self sufficiency, all the enemies
of the living soul, and it is not yet that God's children know how often
He had forbidden these to rejoice over them. It is in His Covenant
to preserve them at times from the scourge of tongues; so that it is
not told in Gath nor published in Askelon that the friends of the Lord
have reason to be ashamed. How kind He is in preventing them
with the blessings of such goodness. But His Covenant can stand
and outlive any triumph which the enemy may get, and those with
whom the secret of the Lord is, believe this, however unconsciously,
and they wait still upon Him with all their fears, destructions and
convictions, as well as with all their hopes. Greater is He that is in
them than any power outside. It is in His undertaking not to turn
away from doing them good, and among other most gracious benedictions, He sends this one by the pen of His servant and apostle: "Now
the God of peace, That brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
through the blood of the everlasting Covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do His will, working in you that which is well
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for
ever and ever."
FOLLOWER-ON.
" OCT. 1st, 1841. When I had not one penny in hand for the necessities
of this day, there was brought to me this morning lOs. for the Orphans,
which had been sent from Kensington. In the paper, which contained
the money, was written: 'Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of THESE things.' 'Trust in the Lord.' This word of our Lord
is to me of more value than many banknotes. About five minutes
later I received from an Irish sister £10."-(George Muller's Autobiography, p. 159.)
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COVENANT MERCY.

THE eighty-ninth Psalm has been called "the majestic Covenant
psalm." It tells of the Covenant which God made with David to
build up his seed for ever and to establish his throne to all generations.
This Covenant is ultimately fulfilled in Christ, of Whom David was
a type. He is the mighty One upon Whom help is laid for the salvation
of His people. He is Jehovah's " Firstborn" Who is " higher than
the kings of the earth." His throne" shall be established for ever
as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven." One of the great
themes of the psalm is the mercy of God. The word occurs five times
in the psalm, and the word" lovingkindness" (the same word as
mercy in the original) occurs twice, so that there is a sevenfold mention
of mercy in the Covenant psalm. The Lord's people are debtors to
mercy alone. It is therefore fitting that mercy should be the theme
of their meditation. Mercy is one of the Divine attributes. "To
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have
rebelled against Him." He is "the Father of mercies and the God
of all comfort." What a comfort this truth is to the awakened sinner!
Such a one realizing his guilt is encouraged to repair to Him " \Vho
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy"
for pardon through Christ. Taught by the Spirit, he hears the word
of the Lord saying, " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and He
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly
pardon." What a comfort, too, is this truth to the saint of God.
He is frequently conscious of shortcoming and sin, and he might well
sink into despair were he not bidden to " come boldly unto the throne
of grace" to " obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
Blessed be God, then, that although" justice and judgment are the
habitation of His throne," "mercy and truth shall go before His
face."
The mercy of God is savingly expei:ienced by His people. They can
say, " I will sing of the mercres of the Lord for ever." His redeeming
mercy by which they have been redeemed from the curse of the law;
His regenerating mercy by which they have been born again by His
Spirit; His justifying mercy by which they have been clothed with
the robe of Christ's righteousness and all their sins forgiven; His
adopting mercy by which they have been put into His family and
made heirs of glory; His providing and guiding mercy by which
their needs are being supplied and their way directed-all these impel
the chosen subjects of His mercy to sing aloud of His mercies and to
render praise to His name. This mercy of God is abidingly established
and eternally provided for all " the vessels of mercy" whom He has
"afore prepared unto glory." It is the inspired conviction of the
psalmist that" mercy shall be built up for ever." Like a house it
has a foundation, a superstructure, and a topstone. Its foundation
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was laid in the past eternity, and its topstone reaches to future eternal
times. It is an attribute which was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be. "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him." This house of mercy is a building
which will never be destroyed. Other structures may be damaged
by storm, burnt by fue, but this house, like its Builder, shall stand
for ever. "His mercy endureth for ever." Toplady likens this
house of mercy to the Church of God, and beautifully says: "The
elect constitute and form one grand house of mercy: an house, erected
to display and to perpetuate the riches of the Father's grace, of the
Son's atoning merit, and of the Holy Ghost's efficacious agency. This
house, contrary to the fate of all sublunary buildings, will never fall
down, nor ever be taken down. As nothing can be added to it, so
nothing can be diminished from it. It stands on a rock, and is immovable as the rock on which it stands-the three-fold rock of God's
inviolable decree, of Christ's finished redemption, and of the Spirit's
never-failing faithfulness." Oh, what reason we have to sing of a
mercy which is eternal and of a security which is unalterable! This
mercy is covenanted to Christ for the benefit of all His people. "My
faithfulness and My mercy shall be with Him." Divine mercy
shall be with Him for the benefit of all the members of His
mystical body. Such is the Covenant promise of our Covenantkeeping God.
The promise is thus sure to all the spiritual seed of Abraham. "My
mercy will I keep for Him for evermore, and My Covenant shall stand
fast with Him." Stephen Charnock puts it, "The treasures of My
mercy are reserved only to be opened and dispensed by Him." Christ
is thus our never-failing Treasury filled with boundless stores of grace
and mercy which He is continually opening and dispensing to His
people. He is "full of grace and truth," and" of His fulness have
all we received, and grace for grace." This mercy' is unconditional.
If the people of the great Covenanter break God's statutes, and keep
not His commandments, their Father will "visit their transgressions
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes." But He says, " Nevertheless My lovingkindness (or mercy) will I not utterly take from Him,
nor suffer My faithfulness to fail." No, the mercy which is laid up
in Christ for the benefit of His people will never be taken from Him.
" My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out
of My lips." When chastisement comes upon God's people because
of their sins, it may seem as if God's mercy had" clean gone for ever,"
and they may be constrained to say, "Lord, where are Thy former
lovingkindnesses, which Thou swarest unto David in Thy truth ~ "
but behind the chastisement there is love and mercy, for" whom the
Lord loveth He chasteneth." Oh, can we say that we have experienced
the redeeming, regenerating, justifying, pardoning, and eternal mercies
of the Lord ~ If so, "I Qeseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."
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"I WILL SING OF MERCY AND JUDGMENT."
PSALM ci. 1.
LORD, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people's eyes are fix'd on Thee!
We own Thy just uplifted hand,
Which thousands cannot, will not, see.
How long hast Thou bestow'd Thy care
On this indulg'd, ungrateful spot;
While other nations, far and near,
Have envy'd and admir'd our lot.
Here peace and liberty have dwelt,
The glorious Gospel brightly shone;
And oft our enemies have felt
That God has made His cause our own.
But, ah! both heaven and earth have heard
Our vile requital of His love!
We, whom like children He has rear'd,
Rebels against His goodness prove.
His grace despis'd, His power defy'd,
And legions of the blackest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust, and pride,
Are signs that mark the present times.
The Lord, displeas'd, has rais'd His rod;
Ah, where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the ark of God,
And know what Israel ought to do ?
Lord, hear Thy -people everywhere,
Who meet to mourn, confess, and pray;
The nations and Thy churches spare,
And let Thy wrath be turn'd away.
John Newton.
(A correspondent has sent us the above timely poem. It is ascribed

to John Newton, but we are unable to find it in his works.-EDIToR.)

" WHEN our loved ones are gathered Home, can we fail to remember
the words of our adorable Saviour-' Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am ' ? "
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A PROMISE OF STRENGTH.
" I am thy God,. I will strengthen thee,. yea, I will help thee."ISAIAH xli. 10.
THE gracious promise contained in the above-quoted words of Scripture
is made by Almighty God to every true believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is a promise not made, as men would say, upon the spur
of the moment, but a promise renewed again and again to those who
put their trust in God.
God carries out, or performs, His promises to His people in the
manne.r which He knows to be best, hence, as God's ways and God's
thoughts are altogether higher than anything man can devise (see
Isa. Iv. 8, 9), it generally happens that God's methods of fulfilling
His promises are entirely different from any plan that man would
propose.
Sometimes God strengthens His people by a message from His
Word as they wait upon Him in prayer (Ps. cxix. 28; xxvii. a;
Isa. xxv. 9). Many have proved this in time and sickness (Ps. xli. 3).
Sometimes by sending one of His servants to speak words of comfort
and encouragement as He did when He directed Moses to " encourage
and strengthen Joshua" (see Deut. iii. 28). He may even cause His
people's enemies suddenly to change their attitude and thus to help
them and thereby God strengthens their faith (compare Prov. xxi. 1
with Ezra vi. 22). The general instruction which Almighty God gives
to His servants is: "Strengthen ye the weak hands and confirm the
feeble knees" (Isa. xxxv. 3; Heb. xii. 12). "God is the Refuge and
the Strength" of His people (Ps. xlvi. 1) and therefore their prayer so
often is: "0 God, strengthen my hands" (Neh. vi. 9). There are
many who know not what it is to have made the Lord Jesus their
Refuge and of these it will be said: "Lo, this is the man that made
not God his strength, but trust~d in the abundance of his riches and
strengthened himself in his wickedness" (Ps. lii. 7). This was the
condition of the Laodicean Church (Rev. iii. a, 17).
The following thoughts upon this same subject, based upon the notes
of a missionary friend in China, may perhaps, by the blessing of God,
serve to encourage and strengthen some of the Lord's people in this
day of spiritual depression.
When Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy it would appear
that he was a prisoner in Rome-a prisoner in the power of cruel
Nero, and yet by faith he could term himself" the prisoner of Jesus
Christ" (2 Tim. i. 8; Eph. iii. 1), "the prisoner of the Lord" (Eph. iv. 1).
He realized that he was suffering because of his faithfulness in preaching
the Gospel (2 Tim. i. 12, and ii. 9, 10) and he thought it probable that
his imprisonment might end in martyrdom (2 Tim. iv. 6-8). Perhaps
it was this expectation of martyrdom that made Paul so anxious to
see Timothy (2 Tim. i. 4-9, 13). Be this as it may, the winter was
coming on and in that damp, cold prison Paul needed some warm
clothing so asks Timothy to bring his cloak (2 Tim. iv. 13) and because
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he was lonely in that solitary dungeon he begs for his books. Is it
not a fair conclusion that what he longed for was some portion of the
Old Testament Scriptures? To add to the bitterness of Paul's trials
came the apostasy of Demas (ver. 10), so that only Luke was left
to care for Paul (ver. 11), for whilst some friends were preaching the
Gospel in various places, men like Alexander the Coppersmith were
doing much evil to the cause of truth and injuring Paul (vers. 14, 15).
Many in Asia Minor turned away from him (2 Tim. i. 15).
Such were some of the experiences of Paul whilst a prisoner in Rome.
On a previous occasion he had endured a similar sorrow, for he tells
Timothy, " At my first appearance no man stood with me, all forsook
me" (iv. 16). There was, however, another side to this sad picture,
for Paul adds, " notwithstanding the Lord stood with me and strengthened
me" (ver. 17). And further, the Lord enabled him to " preach" the
Gospel (apparently before the Imperial Roman Court) and" delivered
Paul out of the mouth of the lion" (ver. 17). This" lion" was the
Emperor Nero, who caused the city of Rome to be set on fire and
then charged the crime to the Christians. Such a charge might easily
have led to Paul's execution, but" the Lord stood by him" and confirmed
to Paul His own gracious promise recorded in Matthew x. 18-20.
The Lord stood by Paul even when an had forsaken him-when he
was left without human support. He Who had been forsaken by all His
disciples (Matt. xxvi. 56) stood by Paul to strengthen him.
The Lord is the same to-day as He was then and He will ever
support and sustain His faithful people. He was with the three provincial rulers when Nebuchadnezzar caused them to be thrown into the
"burning fiery furnace" because they would not commit idolatry
(Dan. iii. 19-30). He was with Daniel when Daniel was cast into the
den of lions because Daniel would pray to the only true God. He was
with Paul in Corinth when the Jews sought to silence Paul and He
said, " Be not afraid . . . for I am with thee and no man shall . . . hurt
thee" (Acts xviii. 9-11). When Paul was lodged in the castle at
Jerusalem, to protect him from the fury of the Jews, the Lord again
"stood by him, and said, l}e of good cheer, Paul, for as thou hast
testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also in Rome"
(Acts xxiii. 11).
Paul may have had many fears and he may have been weakened
by imprisonment and cruel treatment, but " the Lord stood with him
to strengthen him." The Lord gave him new strength so that Paul
could write, "I can do all things through Christ, Who strengtheneth
me" (Phi!. iv. 13). The power of Christ was resting upon him
(1 Pet. iv. 14).
Each time that Paul was called upon to defend himself before
either Jewish or Roman courts the Lord was with him and enabled
him with great boldness and simplicity to proclaim the Gospel, and none
can tell how far reaching the results may have been, for many persons
appear to have crowded into those courts.
The difficulties which at times beset Paul are set forth by him very
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briefly in 2 Corinthians i. 8-10, and then in 2 Timothy iii. 11 he adds,
" I was enabled to trust in God and He delivered me."
All these experiences are recorded for the help, comfort and
encouragement of God's people while time shall last. He Who stood
by Paul will also stand by His people to-day. He will never leave
nor forsake those who do really trust in Him (Rom. ·xv. 4; 2 Tim.
iii. 16, 17; Heb. xiii. 5, 6).
" The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations
(or trials) " (2 Pet. ii. 9). He has the wisdom and the power to do it
when and how He sees fit. This is a certainty upon which all true
believers may absolutely rely.
God's promise to all His children remains sure and steadfast:
" As thy days, so shall thy strength be " (Deut. xxxiii. 25). Therefore,
" Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might" (Eph. vi. 10),
and thou shalt prove Him to be, " a Strength to the poor, a Strength
to the needy in his distress, and a Refuge" from every storm (Isa.
xxv. 4).
P. I. B.

"THE TIMES" AND "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
OUR leading newspaper, The Times, began its career in the year 1785,
150 years ago. On Jan. 1st of this year it issued gratis a deeply
interesting and valuable supplement as its Anniversary Number,
containing XXX pages as large as The Times itself. One of the articles
on page XXI dealt with the "Religious Press." Its opening paragraph
was as follows: "In 1778 John Wesley founded the Arminian Magazine.
Twenty years later the name was changed to the Methodist Magazine,
and the journal has appeared without interruption ever since. It
was founded to counteract the Calvinistic tendencies of the even
earlier GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which, under a new name, the New Spiritual
Magazine, died in 1784." On reading this we wrote to the Editor of
The Times, assuring him that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was still alive,
and we sent him a copy of the January issue. As a result the Editor
of The Times, in its issue of Jan. 3rd, under" Ecclesiastical News,"
inserted the following paragraph: "The Rev. Thomas Houghton
writes from Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, that the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to which reference was made in an article on
'The Religious Press' in The Times Anniversary Number, is still
published monthly. The hymn, ' Rock of Ages' appeared first in the
pages of this Magazine in the year 1776-ten years after it had been
established."
We feel sure our readers will be interested in the above items of
news. We would add that it is a cause of great thankfulness that
The Times, unlike many newspapers, avoids sensationalism, and deals
with the great questions of the day with marked ability, clearness,
and sobriety of treatment.

J
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THE ATTACK ON CHRISTIANITY, SUPPRESSION OF
FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, OF THE PRESS, AND OF RELIGION.
THE following extract from a speech delivered by Mr. Baldwin, and
reported in The Times of Dec. 3rd last, indicates how the forces of
Anti-Christianism are developing. Mr. Baldwin said:
"The great danger that faces humanity t-o-day is the danger of
the loss of this freedom. We hardly notice freedom in England,
because it is the air we breathe. I am convinced that if that air failed
us we should perish. Many of us could not live in such an atmosphere.
The majority of those who survived would think life was not worth
living.
" Consider for a moment how freedom has gone in great countries.
Take Russia. There her old history, whatever it was worth, was cut
off at the roots, and a party of men gained control who intended that
all memory of the past should be dead. They started on the theory
that all the children should be educated in something entirely new to
the then existing generation of Russia, in the hope that in time there
would be a country the whole of whose adult population would have
been brought up on the lines that the theorists who had worked out
their systems in back rooms hoped to see in the product of their dreams.
The eS8ential corollary to that is the absence of all intellectual and
religious freedom. What the product may be ultimately no man can
tell, or how far the training may be modified.
" But you have there a vast area of the earth's surface, where the
people are being brought up in complete ignorance of everything
that goes on outside its own borders, with no freedom of thought,
of the Press, or of religion; and you have to-day in Germany the
possibility-I will not put it higher than that-that something of
the same kind may be attempted. We none of us know to-day what
is going on in that country in regard to its rearmament with any
certainty, and that is a most extraordinary thing. Among the extreme
Nazi-ists in Germany to-day you have the same ideas being put
forward-not the Bolshevik ideas-that if you are to have pure
Nazi-ism, whatever that might be, you can only attain it by having
the children young and training them up in it.
" You know the kind of training that will be given, and if it becomes
universal you may see this within a short time; that from the Rhine
to the Pacific there will be a people running into millions who have
been trained to be either Bolshevik robots or Nazi robots.
"THE ATTACK ON CHRISTIANITY.
" Of the men who have been leaders of Russia for the last seventeen
years, you will admit they know their job. They knew well enough
that in cutting out the old roots and starting afresh there is one root
above all others that has got to be eradicated, and that is religion,
Christianity. Whatever mistakes may have been made, however
wrong Christians may have gone in history, and mistakes often have
occurred, there is a thread which runs right through from the time of
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Christ, that of the ideal of the Christian brotherhood, which we all
work for in our hearts, and the ideal of religious liberty and freedom.
" If freedom has to be abolished and room has to be made for the
slave State, Christianity must go, because slavery and Christianity
cannot live together. I do not think there are any more symptoms
more disquieting to-day than that talk you see sometimes reported
of enthusiasts and fanatics in Germany, that talk about the' old German
God.' Whoever it might be it is not Christianity.
" We are a tremendous obstacle to that kind of slave State sEreading
farther West, but it may well be, if the world proceeds as it is proceeding
now, that the day may come when those who have still preserved
their freedom will have to stand together lest freedom perish from
the earth. These things render it more and more important that in
this country we should never bow the knee to the text of the ideals
that represent this awful heresy."
THE UNALTERABLE WORD.
SEVERAL zealous attempts have been made to rewrite the Bible and
" bring it up to date" (as though it were a religious almanack); but
after the announcement that the feat is in contemplation, the revisers
are usually heard of no more.
They presumably start by studying
the original, and are humbled. So it may prove with the latest
venture in America, out of which is to come a Twentieth Century
variant of the Psalms. In the United States, Fundamentalists endorse
with passion every Scriptural comma, and have been scoffed; yet
a jealous acceptance of the Bible as written is far easier to comprehend
than an itch to innovate and redraft. Dr. Inge recently observed
that certain denunciatory Psalms, with their vengeful and violent
spirit, were not in harmony with Church services to-day; but whatever
the mood of King David, he-and his translators-conyeyed it with
a measured magnificence that makes thoughts of refinement ridiculous
and rash.
These worthy plans for recastin.g always arise from a consideration
that the Scriptures are not read as of old, and that a fresh presentation
will give study fresh impetus. It must be doubted if popularity can
be gained by a paraphrase foredoomed to be inferior. In any restatement of the Psalms (to take an example at random) how could
the opening verses of Psalms cxx. and cxxi. be refurbished ~ "In
my distress I cried unto the Lord, and He heard me "; and" I will
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help."
Nothing remains to be added, nor could a word be displaced. As
Mr. Noyes has written, there are words and phrases in the Bible which
seem to transcend in their sublime fitness and significance the utmost
attainment of human genius. Three hundred years have passed
without the English language soaring to such sovran heights again,
and as long as our tongue lasts, the literature of the Bible will endure
as awe-inspiring, serene and unapproachable as the firmament.Leader in The Morning Post, Oct. 27, 1934.
6
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"WHO IS THIS SON OF MAN 1 "

By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG
(Secretary of The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.)
SUCH was the question of the Jews after they had listened to the
words of Christ, and were perplexed by the statements that He had
made.
Six days before the Passover, our Lord went to Bethany, where
He was entertained by Martba and Mary, while Lazarus, whom He had
raised from the dead, sat at the table with Him. Large numbers of
people had already wended their way to Jerusalem in anticipation
of the Feast.
In obedience to our Lord's instructions, the disciples had brought
the ass to Him; and on the day following the supper at Bethany He
made a public entry into Jerusalem. Many of the people hearing
of His coming went forth to meet Him. The two companies met
and now some go before and others follow. As He thus rides in the
midst of the people, the air is rent with the joyous acclamation of
the multitude as they say, "Hosanna to the Son of David, Bles ed
is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest."
But what do those exclamations mean 1 What expectations do they
express 1 Are they hailing Him as the long expected One Who should
at length deliver them and restore the glory of the Kingdom 1
Later on the Lord referred to His death, saying, " And I, if I be
lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me." The people
wonder at those words. The Son of Man must be lifted up! Was
not the Son of Man a title of the Messiah, and had not the prophet
indicated that the reign of the Messiah would be eternal 1 What,
then, could these dark sayings mean 1 And they ask, "Who is this
Son of Man 1 "
This phrase, " The Son of Man," which, as Dr. Gill says, " is expressive both of the truth and meanness of his His human nature," occurs
about eighty times in the Gospels. In every case it is used by the
Lord Himself and never once by His disciples. Of the other four
passages where it is found in the New Testament it is only once used
by another concerning Christ, and that is by Stephen when he was
before the Council, and he said (Acts vii. 56), "Behold, I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of
God." In preference to every other title, however, Jesus, when
speaking of Himself, uses these words. Their first occurrence is in
Matthew viii. 20, and they are there used in connection with His
poverty. A certain Scribe had said, "Master, I will follow Thee
whithersoever Thou goest," and Jesus replied, " The foxes have holes
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not
where to lay His head."
The title expresses the true humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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He identifies Himself with us. "The Son of Man came eating and
drinking." "The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head."
There was no mere appearance of humanity, but He was a real man,
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. Forasmuch as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He likewise took part of the same. He
knew what it meant to be hungry and to be thirsty. He experienced,
after his journey, weariness and sat by the well to rest. Tired by
reason of His toils, he could sleep soundly in the boat though a
tempest raged. Wonderful humiliation! That the Word should be
made flesh and dwell among us; that He should be found in fashion
as a man: endure temptation, experience sorrow, feel pain, be made
like unto His brethren in all things, aye, and be not ashamed to
call them brethren: and how sweet it is to reflect that the word
which affirms His true kinship with us was so frequently on His
lips.
Whilst, however, His true humanity is thus proclaimed, at the same
time the term sets Him apart from all other men, He is the Son of
Man. No ordinary person would call attention to the fact that he
is a human being by speaking of himself as a son of man. How
much less would anyone refer to himself as the Son of Man. He Who
uses these words is unique. He is separate from sinners, to Him
alone belongs the title which He claimed for Himself. "THE Son
of Man." His being found in fashion as a man was for the accomplishment of the high and lofty purposes of God concerning man-not Jews alone, but Gentiles, too. Never man spake like this Man.
No one dare to assert as He did, " The Son of Man is come to seek
and to save that which is lost." "The Son of Man came not to be
ministered unto but to minister and to give His life a ransom for
many."
How great is the claim that He makes as these words fall from
His sacred lips! "The Son of Man is Lord also of the Sabbath day."
He pronounces the forgiveness of sins to the paralytic, and when the
question is raised as to Who He was that should do such a thing,
because this was rightly rl)garded as the prerogative of God, He replied
that" The Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins."
Then, looking forward into the future how full of significance are
the statements which are made by Him. All judgment is committed
unto Him because He is the Son of Man. He Who is the Son of Man
shall come again. "The Son of Man shall come in His glory and
all the holy angels with Him." And the Apostle in the seventeenth
chapter of the Acts, says, " God hath appointed a day in which He
will judge the world in righteousness by that Man Whom He hath
ordained whereof He hath given assurance unto all men in that He
raised Him from the dead."
Who is this Son of Man 1 Well has one said, "A perfect Son of
Man must be more than a son of man . . . the Christ-the Son of
the living God." Dr. Plumtre says that" The prominence which the
Maccabean struggles gave to the prediction of Daniel drew attention
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to this name. The Son of Man became one of the titles of the
expected Christ." Whether it be allowed or not that by the use of
this title the Lord claimed to be the Messiah, certain it is that· He
did not hesitate to make such a claim. In the interesting conversation which He had with the woman at the well (John iv.) after He
had spoken to her concerning true worship, she replied, "I know
that Messias cometh, which is called Christ, and when He is come
He will show us all things," and Jesus said, "I that speak unto
thee am He."
From a question put by the Jews to Jesus, let us turn to a question
put by Jesus to His disciples. He was with them at Cmsarea Philippi.
These men had been receiving instructions from His lips; they had
listened to His teaching as He travelled from place to place; they
had seen the miracles which He wrought. Many and varied were the
opinions of men concerning Him. What is the conviction, the belief,
of these disciples ~ When Jesus came into the coasts of Cmsarea
Philippi He asked His disciples saying, "Whom do men say that I,
the Son of Man, am ~" And they said, "Some Elias and others
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." He saith unto them, " But whom
say YE that I am ~" Momentous question! How will they answer
it ~ And Simon Peter answered, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the Living God." The confession thus made to the deity of our Lord
called forth His approval, for He said, "Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My
Father which is in heaven." Thus, as one writer observes, "The
apostles at least had recognized in Jesus of Nazareth the promised
Messiah of their nation, and it had further been revealed to them
by the special grace of God that that Messiah was not only what the
Jews expected-a Prince, and a Ruler, and a Son of David-but was
more than this, even the Son of the Living God."
This wondrous Man, then, the like of Whom this world has never
seen, is truly man and truly God. One with His brethren, One with
the Father, One with the Father in nature, power, and glory.
" The man who hung on Calvary's tree
And there expired in blood
Is one of the Eternal Three
In the all-glorious God."
He is distinct from the Father, for "In the beginning was the
Word and the Word was with God." One with the Father, for" J
and My Father are One." Before Him we bow and to Him with
the Father and the Holy Ghost we ascribe equal praise; and worship
One living and only true God, Three Persons, co-equal and co-eternaL
"What think ye of Christ? is the test
To try both your state and your scheme:;
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless yo.u think rightly of Him.

"
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Some take Him a creature to be,
A man, or an angel at most;
Sure these have not feelings like me
Nor know themselves wretched and lost;
So guilty, so helpless am I,
I durst not confide in His blood"
Nor on His protection rely,
r
Unless I was Bure He is God."

THE PROPOSED TRUCE BETWEEN EVANGELICALS
AND ANGLO-CATHOLICS.
AT a meeting of the Protestant Truth Society, held in Birmingham
on Nov. 6th last, Mr. Kensit referred to the proposed truce between
Evangelicals and Anglo-Catholics. The English Churchman reports
him speaking as follows :"Mr. Kensit, who met with the heartiest of welcomes, introduced
his subject by reviewing the appeal which had been made by the
Rev. G. D. Rosenthal, leader of the Anglo-Catholics in Birmingham, for
a truce in matters of ecclesiastical controversy. 'As a fact,' said
Mr. Kensit, ' such a plea from such a direction does not clear, but befogs
the issue. It is folly to cry for a truce whilst still flying the rebels'
flag, and carrying the rebels' weapons.' Mr. Rosenthal and his party
knew full well that they were engaged on an offensive against the
Protestant character of the Church of England, and wished to impose
on us a spurious Catholicism. In his parish magazine Mr. Rosenthal
announced' Benediction with the Sacrament,' a matter which was
stigmatized by the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline as
, defiant lawlessness.' In the light of that 'they were entitled to say
that the first step towards a truce was from Mr. Rosenthal himself.
The 'Mass' was rebellion against Article 31; Reservation was
rebellion against Article 28; images, purgatory, confession, and so
forth, were all rebellion against the Articles to which the AngloCatholics had assented. The rebels must lay down their arms if
they would have a truce. Furthe-rmore, they must ask who are to be
parties to the truce. Can the true Evangelical be an ally to the
Sacerdotalists? To suggest a merry trio of Evangelical, Modernist,
and Anglo-Catholic, was hardly to be serious. Mr. Rosenthal said
that they should have united efforts for the conversion of England,
but each meant something different by 'conversion.' What was
England to be converted to-to the old Gospel or to a fantastic imitation
of Romanism? The Anglo-Catholic appeal said we needed a revival
of apostolic zeal. Undoubtedly all would agree with that, but such
a revival would mean the sweeping away of candles, vestments,
incense, and all the paraphernalia of alien Romanism in the Church
of England. He invited them to turn to history, not to stir prejudice,
but to make plain the principles for which they were bound earnestly
to contend."
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ELIZA.
"GOOD morning, Sister; anything in ~" Sister Smith looked up
from the laundry list she was writing, and greeted with a smile the
medical student who had just entered the ward. "Good morning,
Miss Halliday. Yes, an old woman was admit.ted to No. 17 last
night-gastric, I think." Ruth Halliday walked up t.he ward,
exchanging smiles with the patients, and went round the edge of
a screen which had been placed beside the newcomer's bed. Sitting
up in bed, wearing the hospital's scarlet bed jacket, was the most
cheerful old lady you can imagine. She was small, with smooth
silver hair parted in the middle, and her wrinkled face was lit up
with a beaming smile. Ruth thought she had never seen such a
happy face, and it was not long before they had made friends.
That was how Ruth Halliday and old Eliza first met, and began
the friendship which was to last more than eleven years. Eliza did
not stay long in the hospital, and on going out she begged Ruth to
go and see her at home; and this Ruth began to do, having soon
discovered that they were serving the same Lord.
Born of humble parents, Eliza had a good mother, who trained her
daughter well. "But I was a giddy young thing, my dear," said
Eliza, as she and Ruth sat over the fire in the almshouse room which
was home to Eliza. "I didn't always listen to what my mother said,
for I liked better to run out and play. Did I ever tell you how I
spoilt my new frock one Whitsuntide ~ " and Eliza laughed till the
tears ran down her face as she related a childish escapade. At ten
years old she was put to service, and she worked hard in various
houses till her health gave way at sixty, and her employers found
a refuge for her in an almshouse. When she was about twenty, Eliza
was at a service in the Cathedral, and she was suddenly overwhelmed
at the thought of her sins. But at the same time God showed her
that He had laid her iniquities upon the Saviour, and thus her sins
were blotted out. Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, the
Ethiopian eunuch in the desert, the Philippian gaoler in the prison;
and now the mercy of the Lord found out the young servant girl in
a Cathedral!
Eliza was very poor all her life, but she kept clean and respectable,
and was always anxious to be of use to other people. Many little
services she was able to render in the Almshouse to inmates more
infirm than herself; but there was a good deal of jealousy and tale
bearing, and poor Eliza had many trials and temptations. She
lavished her affection upon Ruth, and would tell her all her difficulties; but often in the midst of the recital of her griefs, her smile
would beam out through her tears, and she would say with great
earnestness, "Oh, my dear! what should I do if I hadn't the
Almighty to help me? And He does help me. He's never failed me! "
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Sometimes she would kneel down and pray with Ruth, pouring out
her soul in great humility before her Lord.
Time went on, and Eliza began to age considerably. One fine day
in the middle of Fehruary, she ventured out to take tea with her
friend, who having long left the hospital was in practice in the same
city. This visit was a great treat to Eliza, and she could scarcely
eat for smiling! She went round the room, admiring each article
and picture, and at last asked Ruth to play the piano for her to sing.
"What will you sing?" said Ruth, as she took her seat. Eliza
asked for a hymn which tells of the experience of the believer in
finding peace in Christ; and the chorus goes on :"Now none but Christ can satisfy,
None other Name for me;
There's love, and life, and lasting joy,
Lord Jesus, found in Thee."
How Eliza sang! She lifted up her face, all shining with joy, and
her old cracked voice sounded like an angel's to Ruth. For here,
surely, was one of the triumphs of the gra.ce of God. All Eliza's
relatives were dead; she had no home but an almshouse; she had no
money but the Old Age Pension; and Ruth was her only friend.
Yet here she was rejoicing in the Lord; having nothing, she posse ed
all things, and her treasure was laid up in heaven.
That was the last time Ruth saw her old friend. A fortnight later
she was taken suddenly ill, and was at once conveyed to the Workhouse Hospital. Ruth set out to see her as soon as she heard, but
when she reached the hospital Eliza had already left it, and pa" ed
into the presence of her Lord. Those who were with her said that
she had not seemed conscious, but had been murmuring, " Turn your
eyes upon Jesus," as she lay dying. It was a lovely spring afternoon
when Ruth followed the coffin to the grave, and rejoiced in the thought
of Eliza's happiness with Jesus. "Hath not God chosen the poor of
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him?" May the Lord make us poor in
spirit and rich in faith, that we may inherit the kingdom.
-

DAMARIS.

CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST.
good people are kept in doubt and anxiety because they look
upon this 'crucified with Christ' as a gradual progressive thing.
They never know when they have attained to it, and when they have
a right to the grace and light of resurrection. Now, we have been
crucified together with Christ, once and for ever, eighteen hundred
years ago, just as truly as we fell in Adam. In our actual experience
we notice it only when we come to know and believe it. . . . We
believers have been crucified together with Christ, and are risen with
Him: therefore we belong to the above," etc.-'-Dr. Saphir, Memoir,
pp. 249, 250.
" :MANY
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Cltorresponllrnce.
" BUCHl\'1ANISM."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
I have perused your exposure of Buchmanism, or the Oxford Group
Movement, with much interest and satisfaction, and am lending your
book to our friends. It is lamentable that Evangelical Christians
offer so little resistance to this subtle cult of Buchmanism. They
maintain a culpable silence on this subject, or feebly remark, "it
seems to be doing a certain amount of good, so why should we oppose'
it ?" The missionaries are trying to introduce it into the Indian
Churches in the hope it may conduce to a revival of religion!
Your book and that of Captain J. C. Brown published last year,
and coming from two different sections in the Church of Christ,
yet both writers agreeing in wholesale condemnation of this dangerous
teaching, may have a salutary effect on their readers.
Buchmanism, like its founder and leader, exerts a strange hypnotic
in.fl.uence over its votaries (or its victims !) which one can only regard
as Satanic, and it ignores all reason, argument and commonsense and
decency also, in surprising fashion! It is surely a heresy of the latter
days.
I have had occasion to write several times in condemnation of this
anti-Biblical teaching-and my last letter which I enclose-and of
which you may make any use you please-was addressed to the
Editor of the Indian Witness, Lucknow (an American Methodist
Journal), who refused to publish it-although he published a letter
from N. J. Everard, of Lancashire, England, who wrote in a similar
strain of disapproval of the Oxford Group Movement. I am writing
Mr. Everard by this mail.
For our part let us hold fast to the doctrines of the Gospel of the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ-now and for evermore!
- Yours sincerely,
EMILY V. WALKER.
Enderley, 19, Cubbon Road, Bangalore,
November 22nd, 1934.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I thank you warmly for your kind notice of the 61st
Annual Report of the book mission work. It was very cheering.
A worker among soldiers writes: "First, let me say how sorry I am
to learn of your severe illness, and shall continue to pray that you
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may recover a measure of health. I cannot thank you sufficiently
for such a lovely parcel of literature, and it will be prayerfully distributed, for surely we live in very perilous times. I think sometimes
that the whole world is working up to some great climax. There is
much false teaching and many sinister workings under the surface,
unseen and not understood by many in all classes that surely the
rapid paces at which mankind in general, in fact the peoples of all
the world are living and working, makes one wonder where it will
all end. It is when we think upon these things, that spiritually
minded men lift up their hearts in gratitude and praise to God for
His heaven-sent gift of the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour, and we
are able to rejoice in the fact that by grace through faith we are saved
and that not of ourselves. We have had many changes in the garrison
lately, a change of chaplains, and a change of regiments, in fact another
fresh regiment has arrived to-day from Egypt. Lately two lads were
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ and attend regularly, when off duty,
the meetings. Now, dear sir, praying with all prayer and supplication that God may soon by HiR gracious mercy restore you in a measure,
and may His presence sustain and comfort you day by day. The
time is hastening when our Lord and Master will come for His own."
Yours to serve by His grace,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol 4, January, 1935.

In filemortam.
THE LATE MRS. J. K. POPHAM.
" I AM alone and desolate, for the Lord has taken to Himself my
dear wife. After a most painful and suffering illness she died yesterday
(Dec. 17th) on her seventy-first birthday. She is absent from the
body and present with the Lord. To me the loss is very, very great."
So wrote Pastor J. K. Popham, of Brighton, on Dec. 18th last. He
himself was eighty-seven on Dec. 20th.
Our very tender and Christian sympathy goes out to him in this
keenly-felt sorrow. Having passed through a similar heavy trial ourselves we can all the more sympathize with the Lord's desolate
servant. Though the Lord never forsakes His people they cannot
but feel their sorrows. "They two shall be one flesh." When, however, one of the two is gone the blank is terrible. May the Lord
Himself, " The God of all comfort," comfort His aged and sorrowing
servant.
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18roUs-;tant }SearOR.
OUTWARD SHOW VERSUS THE PREACHING OF CHRIST.
By THE LATE VERY REV. HENRY LAW, M.A., DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
INATTENTION to the semblance of religion is not the failing of the
present day. The Church and its affairs occupy large space in thoughts
and writings and discourse. While luxury, love of pleasure, the pride
of life and selfishness in all its multiformities, as rank weeds, overrun
the surface of society, they choke not lively interest in spiritual concerns.
Notwithstanding the chilling blasts of infidelity, and the ennervating
malaria of superstition, zeal for forms of devotion conspicuously holds
its ground.
To look around gives proof. Is money solicited to multiply and
enlarge Churches and schools, to endow districts, to embellish fabrics,
to deck protrusive choirs in emulation of dramatic orchestras, abundance
generally responds to the appeal. It must be allowed, then, that
unprecedented liberality excludes the charge of cold indifferency in
sacred matters.
Hope, ever joying in bright prospects, gladly marks these demonstrations, and trusts that England is advancing to fulfil the prophetic
rapture, and to be " a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a
royal diadem in the hand of our God" (Isa. lxii. 3).
But a truth here cannot be wholly checked. In nature early appearances often raise fallacious hopes. Vernal blossoms may promise
more than autumn yields. Means do not constitute the end. Steps
may enter the right path, and still no home be ultimately reached.
The application of this thought is obvious. Edifices may exhibit
architectural skill in full perfection. Beauties of stone and marble
may delight the beholder. Flowers and fruit may decorate the scene.
The officiating minister may be splendid in attire. Services may be
as ornate as ingenuity can render them. Singers in conspicuous
dress, and in conspicuous place, may sound enchanting melody. But
after all, the benefit may not extend beyond the charmed eye and ear.
There is peril, lest the signs of life be mistaken for realities. Shadows
are not substances. Tinsel is not pure gold. Hence, when these
signs exceedingly abound, caution will become more vigilant, and
wisdom not slumber in its watch-tower.
No folly ever yet denied, that religion avails not if it evaporates
in moments of emotion. The long procession and the crowded pew
are not necessarily the strait gate and the narrow way. Trivialities
make trifiers. Solid food gives strength. The current then of modern
propensities loudly warns, that the mind pre-occupied by show cannot
admit essential veritie's.
Is it not beyond all controversy, that apart from living faith in Christ,
there is no pardon for sin, no cleansing from iniquity, no reconciliation
with our heavenly Father, no access to Him, no welcome to the sacramental feast, no peace of conscience, no hope of heaven, no escape
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from hell! Is it not as indisputably true that outward means are
not the link which joins the soul to Christ, and that the senses gratified
are not the heart converted, and salvation won! We are infallibly
taught that the proclamation of the Gospel is the heaven-appointed
instrument to minister such blessings. No substitute can take its
place. If Christless sermons fall on Christless crowds, allured by
music and bewitching show, the lifeless will remain lifeless, and the
bubble burst in woe.
This is no new conviction to the writer. Long experience and
extensive observation have often awakened the sorrowful lament
that, amid much laudable exertion in the cause of religion, the only
remedy for sin is miserably neglected, and well-meaning men expend
their energies in sowing chaff. He has heard many complaints of
ministerial defect, but few acknowledgments that the main fault is
pulpit shortcoming. He sees that Christ is all in the scheme of redemption, and therefore should be all in the messages of His ambassadors.
Surely greater faults belong to them who place externals on the
throne of Christ. If elaborate ritual engrosses thought, and rather
diverts from Christ than raises to Him, soul-ruin must be the result.
Enlightened wisdom always keeps forms and rites, as the unobtrusive
handmaids of things spiritual. The faithful pastor burns with desire
to have saved souls as his crown of rejoicing in the day of Christ.
Music and vestments will not be joy and glory in that day.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT the Homes of the Society Christmas cheer was provided for the
inmates. On Tuesday, Dec. 18th, by the kindness of the Lady
Visitors, the inmates of our Camberwell Home were entertained to
dinner. Later in the afternoon a Social Meeting was held when
greetings were conveyed by Messrs. Wakeley, Blackman, and Edwards,
members of the Parent Committee. On Dec. 27th, through the
efforts of the Matron of the Hornsey Rise Home, and other friends of
the Pilgrims, over one hundred inmates of the Hornsey Rise and
Stamford Hill Homes, and fri-ends, partook of dinner together in the
Hall of the Hornsey Rise Home, after which brief addresses were
given by Mr. Wakeley, who presided, and Messrs. Blackman, Raven,
Marriott, Hoult and Stonelake. The inmates of the Brighton Home
were provided with Christmas dinner by the kindness of the Lady
Visitors.
The Committee are grateful for the gifts made to the Homes. There
are Benevolent Funds connected therewith, and donations to these
funds, which are for the assistance of the sick, will be welcomed.
The Society has lost a valued helper by the decease of Mrs. J. K.
Popham.
Services on behalf of the Society will be held in the evening of
Feb. 14th at Borough Green, Kent, and on the 21st at the Baptist
Chapel, North Road, Brentford.
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Jliebtews anb jl,ottces of 15oots.
GOD'S WORK IN GOD'S WAY. A Memoir of Pastor James Stephens,
M.A. Pp. 153. Price 3s. 6d. (London: Pastor J. Wilmot,
Highgate Road Chapel, Highgate Road, N.W.5.)
We have read this volume through with intense interest, pleasure,
and thankfulness. Pastor J ames Stephens commenced his ministry
at Highgate Road Chapel on Sunday, Feb. 3rd, 1878, and he continued
his ministry there until September, 1923, a period of a little over
forty-five years. For nine years thereafter he continued as PastorEmeritus, so that he was connected with the Chapel for fifty-five
years. His Home-call came on Lord's-day evening on April 24th,
1932, when he was 86 years of age.
The title of this book was suggested, no doubt, by the fact that
Pastor Stephens engaged in " God's work in God's way" to a degree
that is very rare indeed in these days of increasing worldliness in
connection with work which is professedly Christian.
Summarizing some of the ways in which Pastor Stephens did God's
work we might say :1. First, he did it in the full belief in the plenary and verbal inspiration of Scripture. To him the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelation
was the inspired, the inerrant word of God. The three excellent
sermons at the end of this volume on " How Genesis i.-iii. should be
interpreted" sufficiently show his belief in the plenary inspiration
of Scripture.
2. Secondly, he did God's work in God's way by refusing to resort
to worldly methods to attract a congregation. "In his view, a minister
was not called upon to take part in politics, or in movements for' the
betterment of the race,' nor was the Church constituted to provide
education, recreation, or amusement. The Church and its ministry
were ordained for purely spiritual ends. His duty was to 'preach
the Word.''' (p. 101). On three_occasions we ourselves attended the
Chapel ordinary services, and anthems, solo singing and elaborate
music were conspicuous by their absence. The preaching of the Word
both on the Lord's day and on the week-evening service was the
prominent thing.
Nothing in the form of concerts and entertainments and other amusements had any place in the work of the Chapel, nor has it to-day.
3. Thirdly, Pastor Stephens did God's work in entire dependence
on the Lord for his own support.
Influenced by reading the Narrative of the Lord's Dealings with
George Muller, he felt "led to the conviction that the prevailing
system of pew-rents was not in consonance with the teaching of
Scripture," and accordingly he surrendered" the guarantee of a fixed
stipend, in the confidence that God would provide for his needs"
(p. 2). He abolished collections from pew to pew, and was content
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that all he received should be willingly and voluntarily placed in
boxes at the doors. In the same way all contributions for Chapel
expenses were placed in special boxes at the doors of the Chapel.
There is no doubt room for differences ot opinion amongst Christians
as to the matter of a fixed stipend, but we cannot but admire the
faith of a man who was content to be supported without the promise
of a fixed salary. At the same time this volume shows that Pastor
Stephens clearly taught the duty and privilege of giving for the Lord's
work, and there are excellent remarks on this subject in this book
which all would do well to read. He taught that giving should be
voluntar,y, cheerful, and proportionate, and that the labourer is
worthy of his hire.
4. Fourthly, Pastor Stephens did God's work by definite separation
from the evil associations which are now so common in the professing
Church. He remarked that he was always coming out of things.
He came out from the Baptist Union on account of Modernistic
tendencies. He did this even before Spurgeon. He came out from
the Sunday School Union on the same ground. While he warmly
welcomed all good men who walked in the old paths, he firmly, but
withal courteously, stood apart from compromising fellowships.
We had the privilege of knowing him for about eighteen years
more or less intimately, and we felt he was a true man of God. On
several occasions we visited him in his home and had spiritual fellowship
with him.
His life and work illustrate the great truth that them that honour
God He will honour.
For many years in succession we have had the privilege of speaking
at Conferences held in Highgate Road Chapel, so that we regularly
met him until his recent Home-call.
The doctrines held and taught by Pastor Stephens may be gathered
from the manifesto issued by Mr. Spurgeon in 1891, and which Pastor
Stephens was one of the first to sign. The signatories expressed
their firm belief in the verbal inspiration of Scripture, the electing
love of God the Father, the pyopitiatory and substitutionary sacrifice
of Christ, regeneration by the Holy Ghost, the imputation of Christ's
righteousness, the justification of the sinner (once for all) by faith,
his walk in newness of life by the active indwelling of the Holy Ghost,
and the priestly intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ, as also the eternal
punishment of all who reject Christ (pp. 30, 31).
Pastor Stephens was pre-eminently a teacher, and his sermons
were preached without notes, though well-prepared beforehand.
He once affirmed that" he would sooner see the building burned to
the ground than any false teaching be given from its pulpit" (p. 103).
This volume has been compiled by the present pastor, Mr. John
Wilmot, and by Mr. J. H. Pizey, one of the deacons.
We warmly recommend it to all Evangelical ministers and congregations.
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GOLDEN TREASURE: TALKS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE. By the late
Mrs. E. A. Houghton. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d. London:
B. S. Taylor, 23, Bedford Street, Strand, W.C.2.
We have read these beautiful and edifying talks with unfeigned
pleasure. They are written in simple language and fragrant with
the gracious teaching of the Holy Spirit. They are as free from that
sentimental religiosity that so mars the productions of so many books
written for the young as any book we have read for long. There is
here no vapid sentimentalism nor Arminian poison to drug the minas
of the young. Man's utter ruin by the fall and his utter helplessness
on the one hand and God's all-sufficient provision in Christ and the
Spirit's Divine work are set forth with refreshing clearness. If one
might be allowed to offer a word of criticism it is in connection with
the use of the pagan word" Sunday" for the Sabbath. Our English
friends have been so accustomed to the use of it that the word does
not appear so out of place to them as it does to some of us. In saying
this we do not mean to say that the authoress does not inculcate
careful observance of the Lord's day, for this she does on every available
opportunity that comes her way. Those who are in search of interesting, solid, and Scriptural reading for the young cannot do better
than purchase the book.-The Free Presbyterian Magazine.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ALMANACK.
The 1935 edition of the above Almanack is the 47th year of issue;
it retains all those features which have made it so useful to Protestant
Churchpeople in the past. There are two illustrations, viz., "The
Forbidden Book," the well-known picture by M. Karel Ooms, and
a picture of Burlingham, St. Andrew, Norfolk, an interesting old
Church which dates from the sixteenth century, and of which Archbishop Parker was at one time Rector. All the usual information
for clergy and laity, including Table of Lessons, list of Bishops and
Deans, important dates, forthcoming events, etc., are given. Particulars are given of Romanizing Societies, what they teach, and some
useful facts in regard to the Reservation of the Sacrament. A special
article deals with the Revival of the Confessional. Seventy-four
pages of handy information, published by the Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, price 2d., or
in cloth at sixpence. (Oommunicated.)
WE have received the Annual Report of The Sovereign Grace Union,
which shows that a large amount of energy is devoted to the work of
propagating by books, pamphlets, and meetings, the great doctrines
of God's. grace. Information about membership may be obtained
from the Secretary, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London,
E.U.4.
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WAS THERE NOT A CAUSE ~ By C. H. Spurgeon. Pp. 24. Price
3d., postage id. London: Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet consists of four articles on "The Down-grade
Controversy," written by the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, and reprinted
from The Sword and the Trowel for August, September, October and
November, 1887. There is a Foreword by Pastor J. Wilmot, of
Highgate Road Chapel, London, and we feel he has done well in
reprinting these excellent articles by Mr. Spurgeon. These articles
are entitled" The Down-grade," "Our Reply to Sundry Critics and
Enquirers," " The Case Proved," and" A Fragment upon the Downgrade Controversy." In the first of these articles Mr. Spurgeon, in
reference to the Modernistic teaching which prevailed in his time,
wrote, "The Atonement is scouted, the inspiration of Scripture is
derided, the Holy Spirit is degraded into an influence, the punishment
of sin is turned into fiction, and the resurrection into a myth, and
yet these enemies of our faith expect us to call them brethren, and
maintain a confederacy with them!" This extract will give some
idea of the errors which abounded in Spurgeon's time, and it justifies
to the full the noble stand which Mr. Spurgeon made against these
departures from the truth of God. For this faithful stand he had to
suffer persecution and trial, but none of these things moved him.
Though these articles were written forty-seven years ago, they are
full of instruction for the present day, and we would urge all our
readers to obtain the pamphlet. We are very thankful that Pastor
Wilmot has placed these articles within easy reach. Their perusal
should stir us all up to more faithful opposition against Moderni m
and worldliness, and fellowship with the enemies of God's truth.
WE have received from Messrs. C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.
1. The Annual Volume of THE .sOWER for 1934. The price is 3/-,
by post 3/6. It contains portraits of Messrs. W. Brooke, J. Bewers,
and S. Boorne, sermons by J: C. Philpot, G. Mockford, G. Rose and
others, memoirs, poetry, and other articles.
2. The Annual Volume of the LITTLE GLEANER for 1934. This
contains many illustrations and is designed for children and young
people. Price 2/6, by post 2/10.
WE have also received a SHORT HISTORY OF THE BEDDINGTON
FREE GRACE LIBRARY. Section X contains a reference to THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which was first issued in 1766, and during the year 1776
was edited by Toplady, whose well-known hymn, "Rock of Ages,"
appeared first in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in that year. The library
contains about 7000 volumes divided into eighteen sections. Information respecting it may be obtained from the President and Secretary,
Mr. Geoffrey Williams, 106, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2.
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