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Who comforteth US in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comiort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTBIANS i. 4.

OUR NON-FORSAKING JEHOVAH.
" For the LORD will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake
His inheritance."-PsALM xciv. 14.

the psalmist wrote this psalm he was smarting under the
tyranny and pride of wicked men. The ungodly were in power
and they were using their power against the people of GOD. They
spake hard things and uttered words of boasting and pride, and
they perpetuated cruel deeds. This constrained the Psalmist to
say, "LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked
triumph 1 How long shall they utter and speak hard things 1
and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves 1 They break
in pieces Thy people, 0 LORD, and affiict Thine heritage. They
slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless." It
is suggested that the psalm belongs to "the time when Assyria,
having carried away the ten tribes, was threatening Judah"
(Fausset). It may be so. At .any rate the LORD'S people were
suffering from the domination of proud, wicked and cruel men.
It is not an uncommon thing in our own day for the LORD'S people
to suffer at the hands pf a cruel and autocratic ruler over a nation,
and even in smaller circles they may be called upon to suffer at
the hands of those in positions of authority who treat the LORD'S
people with scant courtesy and kindness. Those of whom the
Psalmist speaks had no fear of GOD before their eyes. They
imagined that they could go on in their wicked ways without being
Divinely noticed. " Yet they say, the LORD shall not see, neither
shall the GOD of Jacob regard it" (verses 3-7).
WHEN
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Now what did the Psalmist do in these very trying circumFirst, he cried unto GOD for deliverance. Feeling his
own helplessness, he said, "0 LORD GOD, to Whom vengeance
belongeth; 0 GOD, to Whom vengeance belongeth, show Thyself.
Lift up Thyself, Thou Judge of the earth: render a reward to the
proud" (verses 1, 2). There are times when we ourselves are
absolutely helpless to remedy an evil state of things, and when
the LORD alone can save us. He is then our refuge and strength,
and our present help in trouble. To Him we need to look, and to
look constantly. Unto Him Who dwelleth in the heavens should
"we lift up our eyes," and we should" wait upon the LORD our
GOD, until that He have mercy upon us."
Secondly, the Psalmist rebuked the folly of those who imagined
that the GOD of Jacob paid no attention to His people's trials.
"Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when
will ye be wise ~ He that planted the ear, shall He not hear ~
He that formed the eye, shall He not see ~ He that chastiseth
the heathen, shall not He correct ~ He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not He know ~ The LORD knoweth the thoughts of
man, that they are vanity" (verses 7-11).
What folly to imagine that the Maker of the ear hould not
hear the harsh words of the ungodly! What folly to think that
the Former of the eye should not see the cruel deeds of the wicked!
Does not the Omniscient One h."1l0W even "the thoughts of
man," and will not the Judge of all the earth visit judgment on
those who transgress His law ~ "When the wicked spring as
the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish, it is
that they shall be destroyed f-or ever" (Ps. xcii. 7).
Sooner or later the LORD will scatter" the proud in the imagination of their hearts." "Though hand join in hand, the wicked
shall not be unpunished" (Prov. xi. 21).
Thirdly, the Psalmist rested upon the faithfulness of GoD. He
felt a~sured that the LORD would be faithful to His people with
whom He had entered into Covenant. He would not cast them
off nor forsake them. Their enemies might gather themselves
together against them, and condemn them. But the Psalmist
said, "The LORD is my defence; and my GOD is the rock of my
refuge. And He shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and
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shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the LORD our
GOD shall cut them off" (verses 14, 21-23). The teaching of this
psalm is thus intended to guide and comfort the LORD'S people in
similar experiences. In particular, they may take comfort from
the assurance that" The LORD will not cast off His people, neither
will He forsake His inheritance." To this assurance we would
specially direct our readers' attention.
1. First, let us notice who are the people whom the LORD will not
cast off.
They are described as " His people." But who are His people 1
It is always well to interpret Scripture by Scripture. Two answers
may be given to this question.
First, the primary reference of these words is to the people of
Israel. They were in a special sense the people of GOD. When
the LORD appeared to Moses at the bush He said, "I have surely
seen the affliction of My people which are in Egypt. . . . Come now
therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest
bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt" (Exod.
iii. 7, 10). Later the LORD said of them, "I will take you to Me
for a people, and I will be to you a GOD" (Exod. vi. 7).
Moses said of them, "Yet they are Thy people and Thine
inheritance, which Thou broughtest out by Thy mighty power and
by Thy stretched out arm" (Deut. ix. 29).
Samuel said of them, "The LORD will not forsake His people
for His great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to
make you His people" (1 Sam. xii. 22).
Simeon said, " A Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
Thy 'l?eople Israel" (Luke ii. 3~).
Of Israel, then, primarily, the Psalmist said, "The LORD will
not cast off His people."
Secondly, however, it is abundantly evident that the people of
GOD are not limited to the literal Israel. There are spiritual
Israelites. There are the spiritual seed of Abraham. "If ye be
CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise." "They which are of faith, the same are the children
of Abraham" (Gal. iii. 7, 29). All believers in the LORD JESUS
CHRIST are GOD'S people. He is now engaged in calling them out
and separating them from the world. We read, "GOD at the
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first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His name"
(Acts xv. 14). In reference to the Gentile city of Corinth, the
LORD said to the Apostle Paul, "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold
not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee
to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts xviii. 10).
All the Gentile converts in Corinth who had been "carried away
unto dumb idols, even as they were led," became, through infinite
grace, the people of GOD. Hence in reference to them the Apostle
Paul said, "Ye are the temple of the living GOD; as GOD hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). The Apostle
Peter teaches us that those who have been" called out of darkness
into His marvellous light and who have obtained mercy, are the
people of GOD. He says of such, "Which in time past were not
a people, but are now the people of GOD: which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Pet. ii. 9, 10).
All the called, whether Jews or Gentiles, are "one in CHRIST
JESUS" (Gal. iii. 28). CHRIST hath "made both one," and the
saved Jews and Gentiles are" fellow-heirs and of the same body"
(Ephes. ii. 14; iii. 6). Thus GOD says, of both Jews and Gentiles
who have been effectually called, "I will call them My people
which were not My people; and her beloved, which wa not
beloved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it
said unto them, Ye are not My people; there shall they be called
the children of the living GOD" (Rom. ix. 24-26). All the LORD'S
called, separated and saved ones may rest upon the assurance that
" the LORD will not cast off His people."
2. Secondly, let us notice what qre some of the marks or characteristics
of GOD'S people.

Many of the things which characterized GOD' people Israel
characterize the Church of GOD.
Moses said of Israel, "Thou art an holy people unto the LORD
thy GOD: the LORD thy GOD hath chosen thee to be a special
people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of
the earth. The LORD thy GOD did not set His love upon you,
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the LORD loved
you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn
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unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the
hand of Pharaoh, King of Egypt" (Deut. vii. 6-8).
Thus they were a beloved and a chosen people. They were
a holy and special people. They were a redeemed people, a people
" saved by the LORD," severed from other people that they should
be His. (See Deut. xxxiii. 29; Lev. xx. 24, 26.) All this 'is true
of the people of God to-day who constitute that Church of GOD
which CHRIST purchased with His Own blood. They are the elect
people of GOD, Divinely chosen'in CHRIST before the foundation
of the world, that they should be holy and without blame before
Him in love. Having been sanctified by the Holy Ghost, they are
a holy people. They are all saints. They need no pope to place
them on the roll of GOD'S saints. They all have redemption
through CHRIST'S blood and are a people saved by the LORD
through His infinite grace. They are severed from the world,
Divinely and effectually called out of darkness into His marvellous
light. Not for any righteousness of theirs, but because of GOD'S
grace they are what they are. They are "a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people." In time
past they were not a people, but they are now the people of GOD.
(See Ephes. i. 4, 7; ii. 8; 1 Cor. vi. 11; 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10.)
Are we amongst this people? If so, we need have no hesitation
in taking comfort from our text. Of us, everyone of us, whatever
our temporal position in life, whether rich or poor, prominent or
obscure-of us it is written, "The LORD will not cast off His
people, neither will He forsake His inheritance."
3. This leads us to notice the precious assurance here given in
regard to GOD'S people.
The LORD will not cast them off, neither will He forsake them.
This has been true of His people Israel. In spite of their
" manifold transgressions" and their" mighty sins" He has never
wholly cast them off. They were guilty of idolatry in Egypt, in
the wilderness, and in Canaan, yet though the LORD frequently
chastized them He never wholly cast them off. (See Ezek. xx. 5-31.)
Moses said of them, "Ye have been rebellious against the LORD
from the day that I knew you." They were always more or less
" a stiff-necked people," yet the LORD was still faithful to them.
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How beautiful are the words which the LORD spake by Moses
in reference to the Divine faithfulness. " Yet for all that, when
they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them away,
neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break
My Covenant with them: for I am the LORD their GOD. But I
will for their sakes remember the Covenant of their ancestors, whom
I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen,
that I might be their GOD: I am the LORD" (Lev. xxvi. 44, 45).
It might be thought that surely the LORD would have no further
patience with them when they actually rejected His well-beloved
SON, saying, "This is the Heir, come let us kill Him." Yet after
they had crucified the LORD of glory, and utterly rejected their
long-promised Messiah, the inspired apostle after speaking of
Israel as "a disobedient and gainsaying people," says, "I say
then, Hath GOD cast away His people ~ GOD forbid. For I also
am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
GOD hath not cast away His people which He foreknew" (Rom.
x. 21; xi. 1,2). If He had cast away His people Israel, He would
would have cast away Paul who was one of them, but so far from
that He separated Paul from his mother's womb, and called him
by His grace. Thus, in spite of GOD'S people Israel being guilty
of abounding sin, "all Israel (i.e., the elect among them) hall be
saved." (See Rom. xi. 7, 25, 26.)
We suppose that most expositors, whatever their views of
prophecy, believe that there is a blessed future for a remnant of
GOD'S ancient people Israel. It will then be more abundantly
seen that" the LORD will not forsake His people" (1 Sam. xii. 22).
In reference to that time th~ LORD says, "Thou shalt no more
be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed
desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah and thy land
Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be
married. . . . Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy alvation
cometh; behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before
Him. And they shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of
the LORD: and thou shall be called, Sought out, a city not forsaken"
(Isa. lxii. 4, 11, 12).
Now all this is intended to comfort the spiritual Israel. We
have seen that all believers are spoken of as GOD'S people. GOD
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Himself says of them, "} will be their GOD, and they shall be My
people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). If then the LORD will not cast off His
people, then He will not cast us off. Our outward history may
not have been so awful as that of His people Israel. Our sins
may not have been as outwardly gross, but which of us can speak
well of himself 1 The more we know of our own hearts the more
must we acknowledge that they are "deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked." There is not a sin which others have
committed of which we are not capable, and if left to ourselves
how awful might have been our history. Had it not been for His
keeping power, to what depths of iniquity might we not have sunk.
We know that in us, that is in our flesh, dwelleth no good thing.
We know that we are daily guilty of sins of thought, word or deed,
or of all of them put together. We know that we need to abhor
ourselves and repent in dust and ashes. Yet in spite of all our
sins, and in spite of all our unworthiness, the LORD will not cast us
off. Those who have come to CHRIST He will in no wise cast out.
" The soul that on JESUS hath leaned for repose,
He will not, He will not desert to His foes ;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
JEHOVAH will never, no never forsake! "
Our great Shepherd hath assured us that no man shall pluck us
out of His hand, and it is His purpose that all whom the FATHER
hath given Him shall be with Him where He is and behold His
glory. No weapon, then, that is formed against them shall prosper.
Nothing shall be able to separate them from the love of GOD which
is in CHRIST JESUS their LORD. His unchanging love will secure
their final glorification. It wil! be manifested in His continual
presence with all the members of His family.
Despite our sins, despite our unworthiness, and despite our
insignificance, He will not cast us off. His love is abiding, His
faithfulness is unchangeable, and His power is unlimited. His
Word shall stand for ever, and therefore we can thankfully, humbly,
and joyfully rely upon His Word which says to all His people,
" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5).
THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas HO'UfJhton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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"THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD."
" Ye are the temple 0/ the living God,. as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them,. and I will be their God, and they
shall be My people."-2 CORINTHIANS vi. 16.
THE word "temple" is used in various senses in the New Testament. It is used of our Lord's body, because His body was the
dwelling place of a Divine Person-Himself, the eternal Son of
the living God. " Destroy this temple," He said, "and in three
days I will raise it up." "He spake of the temple of His body"
(John ii. 19, 21). The word is used of the temple at Jerusalem.
" The veil of the temple was rent in twain" (Matt. xxvii. 51). It
is used of heathen temples. We read of a silversmith who" made
silver shrines (lit. temples) for Diana" (Acts xix. 24).
The word is used also of a heavenly temple. The redeemed are
before the throne of God in heaven and" serve Him day and night
in His temple" (Rev. vii. 14, 15).
The word" temple" is also used of God's people. "Ye," says
the apostle, speaking to God's people at Corinth, " are the temple
of the living God."
The word thus translated "temple" means the dwelling place
of a god. Among the heathen a temple was the building in which
they placed the image of a god. The temple at Jerusalem was the
place where the true God manifested His presence. His glory
filled it. He dwelt, so to speak, between the cherubim in the
temple (Ps. lxxx. 1; 1 Kings viii. 13; ix. 3). The sanctuary was
His dwelling place (Exod. xxv. 8; 1 Kings vi. 12, 13).
The temple at Jerusalem, the only place where God ymbolically
dwelt, has, however, now been destroyed. Its altars, priesthood,
and sacrifices have been abolished, and there is now no building in
which God in any sense takes up His abode. The use of the words
"sanctuary," and "house of God" for the places where God's
people meet for worship is wholly without Scriptural warrant.
The words "house of God" or "house" are now used only of
God's people. "God now has His earthly temple, not of wood and
stone, but the congregation of believers, the living stones in the
'spiritual house'" (Fausset). Believers" are built up a spiritual
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house" (1 Pet. ii. 5). They" are the temple of the living God;
as God hath said, I will dwell in them."
"For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home."
(Cowper.)
" Know ye not," says the apostle, "that ye are the temple of God,
arid that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you 1 " (1 Cor. iii. 16).
1. Now this spiritual temple owes its being to a Divine Architect.
A temple does not come into existence by chance. It requires
an architect to plan its size, shape, materials and furniture. Even
the temple of Solomon was built according to a Divine plan.
" David gave to Solomon, his son, the pattern" of the building,
" the pattern of all that He had by the Spirit." "All this," said
David, "the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand
upon me, even all the works of this pattern" 1 Chron. xxviii. 11,
12, 19).
Divine plan, purpose, and design entered into the building of
the temple which Solomon erected. It is even so in regard to the
spiritual temple. Its erection is due to Divine plan and purpose.
All its living stones are Divinely foreknown, predestinated, called
and justified (see Rom. viii. 28-30).
They were all chosen and selected in Christ before the foundation
of the world (Eph. i. 4).
They were all registered beforehand in the Lamb's book of life.
The names of the seventy were" written in heaven."
The names of godly women and others who were Paul's fellowlabourers" are in the book of life." "The general assembly and
Church of the firstborn are written in heaven." All who shall enter
the heavenly Jerusalem " are written in the Lamb's book of life"
(see Luke x. 20; Phil. iv. 3; Heb. xii. 23; Rev. xxi. 27). No
exposition of Scripture which ignores this truth is really Scriptural.
It is abundantly evident that the erection of the great spiritual
temple is due to the plan and purpose of a Divine Architect, and
that it is not due to human free will or to chance. God graciously
intends that such a building shall be erected and His purpose of
grace and mercy must be accomplished. This is really a most
encouraging truth. It shows that there will be no disappointment
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in regard to the erection of this building. All the chosen stones
will certainly be selected and placed in their appointed and predestined position, despite all the efforts of Satan to prevent it.
Moreover, the stones of this spiritual building were all redeemed.
The stones of "the temple of the Holy Ghost" are not their
own. They were "bought with a price" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20).
Only the redeemed shall have a place in this temple-the redeemed
by the blood of the Lamb. In other words, the Church which
Christ loved, and for which He gave Himself, is co-extensive with
the spiritual temple.
2. Secondly, this spiritual temple has a Divine Foundation.
"Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone,
a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall
not make haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). That foundation is Christ, the
eternal Son of God. "For other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11).
All the living stones are built upon this Rock foundation. They
are built on His blood and righteousness. They lean only on His
merits. Listening to His Voice, they are like the man who built
his house upon a rock, and when "the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock" (Matt. vii. 24, 25).
" On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose 1
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou mayest smile at all thy foes."
3. Thirdly, this temple is being erected by a Divine Builder.
" Behold the Man Whose name is the BRANCH . . . He shall
build the temple of the Lord" (Zech. vi. 12). Christ Himself is
the Divine Builder. He says, "Upon this Rock I will build My
Church" (Matt. xvi. 18). He seeks for the stones given Him by
the Father. He prepares them by His Spirit for their place in the
spiritual temple. He brings them out of the horrible pit, and
out of the miry clay, and sets them upon the Rock foundation.
He is our Zerubbabel of whom it is written, " The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also
finish it," "and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it" (Zech. iv. 7, 9).
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Of Solomon's temple it is written, "The house, when it was in
building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought
thither: so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool
of iron heard in the house, while it was in building" (1 Kings vi. 7).
May we not see here a type of the way in which the spiritual
temple is being built·~ Each stone is selected and made ready
for its place by the secret and noiseless work of the Spirit of God,
and by degrees this great temple is gradually and silently growing
in size, as stone after stone is Divinely brought into its proper
place in the building.
"Rising on the one Foundation,
Planned and built by God alone,
See His chosen habitation,
Christ Himself the Corner-Stone.
Holy temple!
King Messiah's priestly throne.
" While in Christ the building groweth,
Fitly framed of polished stones,
All its matchless glory fioweth
From the blood which there atones.
In this temple
God Himself our worship owns." (Joseph Irons.)
4. Fourthly, it is a temple which has a Divine Occupant or
Inhabitant.
It is "the temple of the living God." He dwells in it, and it
belongs to Him alone. The temple of God has no agreement with
idols. God will not tolerate any rival in this temple. He alone,
the living God, takes up His abode in it. It is His dwelling place.
Heathen temples were occupied with dumb and dead idols-idols
which were lifeless. They had eyes, but they saw not; feet, but
they walked not; ears, but they heard not. The Occupant of the
spiritual temple has eyes which watch over all His people; ears
which hear their prayers, hands strong to uphold, help and deliver.
He dwells in this temple by His Spirit (see 1 Cor. iii. 16).
When this temple is completed it will be manifest in a fuller and
a more glorious degree that it was "built up for a habitation of
God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 22). It" groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord."
5. Lastly, this temple occupies a distinctive and separate position.
It is cut off and severed from all other buildings, so to speak.
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"The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are" (1 Cor. ill. 17).
It is sanctified by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. It is in the
world, but not of it. "If any man defile the temple of God him
shall God destroy."
This temple is not to be used for unholy or profane purposes.
It belongs wholly to Him Who dwells in it, and is to be used wholly
to His glory. The name of Him Who occupies it is "Holy."
All the materials of this temple are holy. Practical holiness is to
characterize those who constitute this temple. "Know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost Which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). God's people
need to recollect continually that their bodies are temples of the
Holy Ghost. A Divine Person dwells within them. How careful
they ought daily to be that they grieve not the Holy Spirit of God
Who dwells in them. They are not their own to please themselves.
They have been bought with the precious blood of Christ. They
belong to Him. He is their Lord and Master. "Therefore glorify
God in your body." Honour Him in the use of the members of
your body. Let them all be used in His service. Let your hands,
your feet, your ears, your eyes, and your tongues be used in His
service. "What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness" (2 Pet. ill. ll). An unholy walk has no
place in the teaching of Scripture.
Head knowledge is not enough. We need to have heart experience of the truths of the Gospel and a life in harmony therewith.
Are we living stones in this ,temple? The people to whom the
apostle said, " Ye are the temple of the living God" were a people
to whom He also said, " Ye are washed," " Ye are sanctified '
" Ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the piri
of our God" (1 Cor. vi. ll).
"Are we living stones, united
To the temple of the Lord 1 "
Then in us He hath delighted,
And His love we shall record.
In His temple
Be His holy name adored."
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine hea'rt toward
the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, 0 virgin
of Israel, turn again to these thy citieS."-JEREMIAH xxxi. 21.

IT is always a good thing to sing praise unto our God! Praise is comely
to the upright. Praise to our God is never out of season, and is there
ever a time, child of God, when you and I have not cause to praise
the God of our salvation, the God of all our mercies? Oh! let not
those mercies "lie in forgetfulness and without praises die." Seek
by grace to cultivate daily the habit of praise. Sing to Him,
"Oh, how kindly Thou hast led me,
Heavenly Father, day by day."

.-

Watch His hand at work guiding you and bringing you on your way,
when in perplexity of mind you were crying, "Lord, we know not
what to do, but our eyes are unto Thee." Record His doings; take
notice of the least favour, small kindnesses, help, pity and sympathy
as you go about your daily calling and claims. I love to bless my
heavenly Father in these apparently insignificant little things which
remind one that He careth for us in this very ordering, and moves the
heart of some stranger to do you this service, however trifling and
small it may seem in others' estimation. His thoughts are ever toward
His people, and His heart of love shows in a variety of ways His tender
compassions and concern for them. And now with these preliminary
remarks, let us turn to our text and seek by the Holy Spirit's teaching
to learn the lessons in it for our instruction and profit.
The words are addressed primarily to Ephraim; and what had he
been doing? "I have surely heard," said the Lord, "Ephraim
bemoaning himself thus: Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised,
as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn Thou me and I shall
be turned; for Thou art the Lord my God." Ephraim was as "a
cake half turned"; Ephraim han dealt very treacherously; Ephraim
had kicked and rebelled at the chastising hand of his God. He
would not humble himself to the bearing of the yoke. And yet whilst
his sins testify to his fall, the Lord, gracious and merciful, long-suffering
and of great kindness says, " I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning
himself. I have seen his ways and will heal him. Is Ephraim my
dear son; is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do
earnestly remember him still; therefore are My bowels troubled for
him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord."
Oh! the treachery of the human heart! How unthinkable and
impossible it would seem to wander and depart so grievously after
such marked displays of the mercy and forgiveness of our God! And
yet it is so! These hearts of ours are not to be trusted for half a
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moment. They are "deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked." They are, as Berridge describes them, "hot and cold in
half an hour; sometimes sweet and sometimes sour." They wander
in thought and deed, and sad to say that may be a minute or two
after we have been begging Him for a whole, a well-fixed, undivided
heart! No, we cannot throw a stone at Ephraim. He represents
you and me, child of God. We are just such" silly doves."
But be it noted, dear reader, that our God never pronounced coming
judgment, but that He proposes mercy! "He hateth putting away."
" He will turn again." He is ever going after His lost sheep until
He find it, and thus He giveth ear to their cry. He hears" Ephraim
bemoaning himself." He hears the cry, "Turn Thou me," and all
the time" the Lord was-ready to save me," as sang Hezekiah (Isa.
xxxviii. 20). And He is always abundant in His mercy and truth.
He says, "I will surely, truly have mercy," and that is an oath of
Jehovah, Who swears to His own faithfulness. And thus Ephraim
is returned to the fold, brought back it may be with many tears, but
every blood-bought sheep is returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of
their souls, however far they have wandered; however deep they have
strayed into sinful paths. And when restored; when such mercy
has been bestowed, is it not their bounden duty to render thanks
unto the God of their salvation and record His love and mercy?
" Set thee up waymarks." Oh! how good it is to set up our waymarks; to testify of the unchangeable love and faithfulness of our
Covenant God; to record His watchful, faithful care, and help, and
deliverances. We sing with dear Toplady :"Kind Author and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee my God, I avow,
My glad Ebenezer set up
And own Thou hast helped me till now.
I muse on the years that are past
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved.
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last,
A sinner so signally loved."
Children of God, memorialize y.our mercies. Speak to the praises of
your God. Testify to His faithfulness. See that your conversation
is seasoned with the salt of grace. Seek much the aid of the Holy
Spirit to bring to remembrance former loving-kindness and gracious
interpositions and wondrous deliverances. Speak of them to others
in humble dependence upon His keeping, for we all need sorrowfully to
confess that spiritual pride is not far off, and :li

'Vhen we would tell what Thou hast done,
To save our souls from sin,
We cannot make Thy glories known,
But self·applause creeps in."

We need to walk and talk very humbly, very tremblingly, very watchfully, and" rejoice with trembling." But to speak often one to another

......

6]

The Gospel Magazine

of " these things" is God-honouring, and the testimony to the faithful
care and merciful providences of our God, may encourage a weak
brother or sister to " trust in Him at all times." To tell of " the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living" is to glorify Him and to
testify to those around us that their and our God is toward us and
for us, for ever and ever, and that He will be our Guide even unto
death.
You have had your many waymarks, child of God,.
"Dost mind the place. the spot of land
Where Jesus did thee meet,
And how He gained thy heart and band?
Thy Jesus then was sweet.
Let thy experience sweet declare.
If able to remind:
A Bochim here, a Bethel there
Thy Jesus made thee find."
(Erskine)
Do you recall some sweet surprise in meeting some one of God's children
in the most unlikely spot and under such utterly unexpected circumstances, and how together you were enabled to rejoice at the wonderworking hand of Him Who ordereth His people's steps ~ Oh! He
has often proved thus to you, how He taketh pleasure in the goings
of His saints, and He loves to bring them together; and to hear them
speak well of His dear name. His condescension is so marvellously
great that He should stoop to behold the things that are in earth
and mark even a sparrow's fall !
And can you, my troubled reader, go back in memory to some dark,
very dark dispensation when the threatening clouds seemed :lS though
after all the long and acute trial of waiting faith and tarryin!!: vision
they now seemed ready to burst over your head, and as if all hal been
a mistake on your part ~ And was faith even then, though on the
slenderest thread, enabled still to hang on to Omnipotence and trust
in the midst and in spite of the thr·eatening of the overthrowing storm ~
And did He appear "at the lass, distressing hour" or did He disappoint and mock you ~ Say, child of God, how your heavenly Father
came to your relief. Has your God ever forgotten to be gracious ~
Be it far from our thoughts of Him Who has sworn, " yet will I for~et
not thee." Oh, yes, He did appear, in His own time and way, and
gave you a sweet surprise and wrought a wonderful deliverance al:d
you are living to bear testimony to the miracle of mercy worked for
you in your hour of trial. "Set thee up waymarks " then, memorialize
that mercy. Bring it constantly to remembrance. Do not let it lie
in forgetfulness nor die without constant praise to your delivering
and appearing God. Ponder the wonders of it, and that you, a poor
unworthy sinner, were the subject of it; and praise Him for His great
mercy in it. Such things great and small are experienced by Zion's
pilgrims day by day, and the language of every heart in adoring
5
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gratitude may well be, "The Lord liveth, and blessed be the Rock
of my salvation."
He loves to give His children sweet surprises! He is ever ready
to hear and to answer prayer and to lead and bring them on in the
path appointed for them, and give them tokens of His love, which
will be waymarks of mercies and Ebenezers of deliverances. Yes,
even as the elders of Israel were commanded to keep in their memories
and instruct their children coming after them by those twelve stones
in Jordan where the waters were cut off before the ark of the Covenant
of the Lord. So do you, dear child of God, mark the way, recall the
mercies by which He has so kindly, gently and Divinely led you, and
tell it out to others that the Lord is your King, working salvation
from the ends of the earth. He stoops to your mean affairs; orders
your steps; leads you in the way, provides for you, and has often
given you to see how wonderfully His mercy prevented you, when
to take the step you were intending would have spelt disaster. He,
Who "delighteth in mercy," should have the high praises of His
people. We long to glorify Him more by offering praise-" make thee
high heaps," therefore. Our songs of praise are not to be smothered
in undertones. Let it therefore be seen and known that you would
exalt Him with all your powers, for He is worthy of all the praises
we can command, and they are very poor at our best. It is told of
the Countess of Huntingdon that once when driving past one of
Whitefield's preachers in the open, he caused the carriage to stand
still and cried out, " Higher, higher, my friend. Exalt Christ higher.
You can never exalt Him enough nor too much." And I am reminded
how in conversation with a godly visit.or recently, he told me how
he had been remarking to a friend how he longed to exalt Chri t more
and more in his preaching: when he received the terse reply, "You
cannot get higher than a throne." Let us seek more and more the
grace of praise. Praise is comely to the upright. "God is greatly
to be praised in the congregation," but also in the home and heart
of His people. It is an individual. distinct worship. "As for me,"
I will praise the Lord.
But we must draw to a close with our last remarks. "Set thine
heart toward the highway: even the way which thou wentest; turn
again, 0 virgin of Israel; turn again to these thy cities." There is
a call for repentance and return.
Ephraim was" a dear son," a home-born child. Jehovah had set
His love upon him and could not give him up. He wa bles'ed
irrevocably and "shall be blessed." And your and my mercy is
that we may go astray and wander as far as a sheep can wander, but
He will in mercy to our souls bring us back. When He calls us to
repentance, He gives the grace to repent and the accompanying godly
sorrow that we should ever have wandered from the sinners' dearest
Friend. Yet it is by these humbling lessons we learn how, if left to
ourselves for a moment, we slip and slide with our feet: our hearts
grow cold and divided and estranged; the precious Word no longer
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our delight, and prayer a task and burden! Oh! how awful that
condition of soul! What a prison we are then " shut up " in. The
soul mourning an absent God. Seek grace increasingly, dear child
of God, to be kept closer and closer, nearer and nearer to the Lord of
your life, and may you be enabled to sing of His deliverances and
walk with increasing dependence and humble trust upon Him Who
alone "will keep the feet of His saints." In this attitude of heart
and mind, dwell upon His " goodness and mercy which have followed
you all the days of your life." Think of His wonders with you in
deliverances; in displays of His love and mercy; in His wonderful
interpositions and tender prevenient mercies. Your" life's minutest
circumstance" has been subject to His control. He has guided you
with His eye. His hand has often been stretched out to pluck you
from danger, His thoughts have been " thoughts of peace and not of
evil towards you," and as the redeemed atheist wrote :" .fIe saves me at first, He saves me at last,
He saves me a thousand times o'er."
And whilst you have indeed cause to sing while here below, " Salvation
is of the Lord," you will be amongst those in the glory, who never
weary of singing, "Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 10). "Alleluia, salvation,
and glory and honour, and power unto the Lord our God" (xix. 1).
He has been the God of salvation all through your chequered pilgrimage;
He has proved Himself the God of "our salvation," when most
we needed a helping hand, and gracious interposition. He has been
" the God of our salvation" in marked providences, in tender mercies;
in sweet revelations; in relief when oppressed and burdened by sin;
in delivering our soul from death; in keeping ourfeet from going astray;
in holding us up when wc were falling. In a thousand such instances,
can every child of God testify to the salvation of his faithful Covenant
God. We see then by gracious and happy experience that our waymarks and Ebenezers have no end, but be it yours and mine, fellowbeliever, to recount them, set them up on high in our desire to exalt
a precious Christ, Who is the gloIY of His people's salvation and shall
have all the praise. "Set thee up waymarks; make thee high heaps;
set thine heart toward the highway; even the way which thou wentest;
turn again, 0 virgin oJ Israel, turn again to these thy cities."
R.
" I CANNOT speak too strongly of the vast importance of our young
men, when preparing for the ministry, devoting themselves to the
careful study of theology. I see dear young men, full of zeal and
holy earnestness, who seem, indeed, so zealous that they caunot wait
to study; and they are to my mind like men who are in such haste
to fire their guns that they cannot wait to put any shot in them! "
-The late Canon Edward Hoare.
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STRONG REASONS FOR GREAT JOY.
A SERM9N PREACHED BY PASTOR J. W. TOBITT, AT THE TABERNACLE,
HASTINGS, ON LORD'S DAY MORNING, APRIL 30TH, 1899.
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bT1:degroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her
jewels."-IsAB.H lxi. 10.

IT is impossible for a guilty sinner to rejoice in the Lord his Maker
till he has some spiritual apprehension of Him in Christ. When our
first parents had partaken of the forbidden fruit, they were filled with
shame and confusion; they were afraid of their Maker; hence they
hid themselves from His presence among the trees of the garden.
God promised a Saviour.! He clothed Adam and Eve, and, methinks,
after this they could, to some degree at any rate, have entered into the
sweet sentiments contained in my text, " I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God." After a guilty sinner has
been brought to know God in Christ, to rejoice in Him and love Him,
he finds many things to hinder his joy. Oftentimes he is burdened
with a deep and painful sense of sin; at other time he is almost
distracted by Satanic suggestions and temptations; ometimes providential matters cast him down. But I believe there are easons in the
experience of a tried Christian when he is brought to uch a re olveto such a gracious determination-to such a God-glorifying resolution
as that mentioned here. "I will "-despite the devil-the wlckedne
of my heart-gloomy surroundings-" I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God."
I ask you to follow me this morning while we consider three things
concerning the believer: firstly, his joy; secondly, his clothing;
thirdly, his adornment. There is much wrapped up in this sweet
text. I do most earnestly and sincerely pray that it may be not
only the language, but the real experience, of some Chri tian here,
who has entered the house of God in darkness.
1. Will you notice, firstly, THE CHRISTB.N'S JOY ~ "I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God.' God in
Christ is an everflowing, overflowing fountain of joy; the Chri tian may
find no joy in creatures, he may read disappointment written in
indelible characters on all temporal surroundings; he may feel divested
apparently of every vestige of grace, life, and spirituality; yet he
has a perennial source of joy in a fountain outside him elf, and that
fountain is God in Christ, revealed to the heart by God the Holy
Ghost. The Apostle Paul spoke beautifully when he exhorted the
Philippian Church, and through that the people of God in every succeeding age of time, to " rejoice in the Lord "-when you feel His face
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shining on you ~-well, we do so, then, true; but "rejoice in the
Lord alway,"-and lest they should lose sight of it in times of darkness, depression, and desolation, he emphasizes his counsel-his Godgiven counsel-" and again I say rejoice." We are not therefore
surprised that a believer should express himself after this manner.
It will be a great help to you, my dear Christian hearers-for I speak
to you now, principally-if you would keep in mind this little preposition" in." "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God." When all streams of comfort and joy are dried
up, there is still the fountain, and why should we bemoan a drop
when we have a fountain just close at hand ~ The Lord will not
permit you to rejoice in self, nor in your prayers, experience, or
feelings. He is a jealous God; and when He sees any of His people
doting too much on His gifts, He will withhold them, to make them
prize increasingly the Giver. If we make too much of the streams,
they will be dried up, and God's voice in this dispensation will be,
" I have dried up the streams; now come up higher, and drink at
the well-head." A charge preferred against the people of God in the
days of Jeremiah is one applicable to us to-day-" My people have
committed two evils; they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, hroken cisterns, that can hold
no water." You may do that when you are taken up with God's
gifts to the neglect of the Giver. I felt something of this resolve
last evening, in my heart, expressed in my text. There are often
times in my experience when, according to appearances, I seem to
be bereft of all religion; but, blessed be the Name of the Lord, He
never really takes Himself away; and if I cannot find comfort in my
religion, I may and must find comfort in my God, and it is always
safer to do so, and more glorifying to God; all my springs are outside
self, in another-the Lord Jesus Christ.
I make another observation concerning the believer's joy: God in
Christ, appropriated to oneself causes the Christian to greatly rejoice.
Observe the language of appropriation here. It does not say, " My
soul shall be joyful in God "-that would be true, but here is something sweeter, "My soul shall b~ joyful in my God "-" Yea, mine
own God is He." I believe there are some here who know from sweet
experience the joy that comes from an appropriating faith, "Behold
God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord
J ehovah is my strength, and my song; He also is become my salvation." When we are moved and disposed to appropriate God to
ourselves as our eternal portion and inheritance, what is the result ~
" Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation"
-the Father's love, the Son's grace, and the Spirit's fellowship. I
know of nothing sweeter under heaven, no state so near Paradise, as
when a guilty, ruined, hell-deserving wretch is moved by supernatural
power to say, " Thou art my God"; God puts His seal of approbation
upon it; the soul is filled with joy and peace in believing, and abounds
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. "My soul shall be
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joyful in my God." I have no doubt whatever just now in my own
mind of this fact as relating to myself; how could I doubt it after all
the experiences of the past that I have had-proof upon proof of this
Covenant relationship, and the claim honoured, acknowledged in the
great court of heaven, and the court of conscience, times oft? Yes
Satan! Stand back! Tempt me not to doubt it! "I will say of
the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortress: my God; in Him will I
trust." "Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and
to walk in His ways, and to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and to hearken unto His voice: and the
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be His peculiar people, as He
hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all His commandments."
The joy of the Christian is a reciprocal rejoicing; the Christian
rejoices in the Lord, and joys in God in Christ as his own God; God
rejoices in him; my joy in the Lord is the outcome of His in me ;
my rejoicing in the Lord is the fruit of His rejoicing in me. You
would never have desired Him had He not first desired you; you would
never have sought His face had He not first sought you. You
would never have loved Him had He not first loved you; you would
never have rejoiced in Him had He not first rejoiced in you. It is
certainly most profitable, and always well, to trace all your mercies up
to their proper and only source-the Lord's love to you. The Lord
takes pleasure in you; the result-you take pleasure in Him; your
delight in Him is the result of His delight in you. If you will listen,
I will read from the next chapter concerning the Lord 13 pleasure in
you: "Thou shalt no more be termed forsaken; neither hall thy
land any more be termed desolate: but thou halt be called Hephzibah
and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land
shall be married." You, poor sinner, whose only hope is in the Person
and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, "thou shalt be called
Hephzibah "-" for as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy
sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,
so shall thy God rejoice over thee." We cannot comprehend it. "The
Lord thy God in the midst of ~hee is mighty; He will save, He will
rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His loye "-ann His joy
will rise so high that" He will joy over thee with inging." Your
joy in God is the faint reflection of His to you, therefore," ry out
and shC'ut, thou inhahitant of Zion: for great i the Hol One of
Israel in the midst of thee." The Lord help you, poor downcast
Christian, to make this resolve in the power of the Holy Ghost: "I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God."
n. I would ask you now to follow me while I speak a little concerning THE. CHRISTIAN'S CLOTHING, which is likewise matter for joy
and rejoicing: "For He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness." "He bath
clothed me," as though I were the only sinner! "He hath covered
me" from head to foot. By nature man is naked; by nature man
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knows not that he is naked: the Holy Spirit will teach a sinner his
need of clothing, his need of tbe garments of salvation; a perfect
robe for his naked soul will then become his great desire. "Tbat I
may be found in Him"; if I am not in Him I shall be found naked
in the hour of death, at the day of judgment, and to all eternity!
How solemn to be found naked! Do you realize, my dear hearers,
your need of clothing 1 The great Head of the Church once said,
" And knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor
and blind, and naked 1" And He gave the best counsel-wise advice" I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not. appear, and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see." "He hath clothed me! He
hath covered me! "
Let us look for a moment at this clothing-" the garments of
salvation." "He hath clothed me" with them; if He had not done
it, I should still be naked, and remain so. After our first parents
realized their nakedness, shame, and guilt, you read, "Unto Adam
also, and to his wife, did the Lord God make coats of skins, and
clotbed them." Then there must have been a sacrifice offered, a life
taken. blood shed-" coats of skins." How perfectly clothed, how
Divinely safe is a sinner clothed by his Maker. There are-I am sorry
to say-hundreds and thousands of our fellow-creatures who, like
Adam and Eve, sew fig leaves together-something of their own
devising-to cover their nakedness; but the piercing eye of Divine
justice can see through their fig leaves of human merit, and the soul
only thus vainly clad stands exposed to the wrath of Almighty God.
" He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation." He hath
clothed me with the garment of pardon through blood. Oh! what a
comfortably fitting garment is that! How it fits the conscience, how
warm a clothing is that! How it warms the heart! "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins:
return unto Me: for I have redeemed thee." Those words of
Hezekiah's came so sweetly to me a few days ago: "Thou hast in
love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast
cast all my sins behind Thy baCK." Note that little-but big-word,
" all"-" all my sins behind Thy back." "All my sins," past and
present; of thought, word, and deed; of omission and commission.
" All my sins behind Thy back." Where is that 1 Nowhere, for God
sees everywhere-completely annihilated, Divinely removed. That
woman who was a sinner, despised by proud Simon, who stood at the
feet of t.he Saviour weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears,
was likewise clothed-" Her sins, which are many, are forgiven." She
left Simon's house clothed with the garments of salvation-with the
peace of God in her conscience, the love of God in her affections, and
the joy of God in ber heart. Have you realized that clothing put upon
you by God 1 Do you know anything of God's pardoning mercy by
faith in Christ Jesus 1 Do you know the nature of that peace which
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is the result of pardon ~ "Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God." Oh! how sweet! Sweet beyond the telling-peace
with God, peace with one's Maker-" through our Lord Jesus Christ.
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand "-we stand in acceptance-" and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God." Pardoning mercy through the blood of atonement is one of
the garments. When Israel was in Egypt, their safety lay in the
blood sprinkled on the lintel and side posts-their safety was assured
by Jehovah's own word of promise: "When I see the blood, I will
pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you."
God's sight of the blood is the secret of our safety. "When I see
the blood "-He knows its value, He is acquainted with its virtue,
He has accepted it, for Christ "hath loved us, and given Himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smeJling savour "
-for a savour of rest. Jehovah, the holy Jehovah, the incomprehensible God, finds an eternal sabbath in the blood of Jesu. Why
should not we ~ How often we wander from this rest--how needful
to charge our souls, in the language of David, "Return unto thy
rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifuJly with thee."
Here is cause for rejoicing-for great rejoicing-in Jehovah, and for
being joyful in our God, because He hath clothed us with pardon
through blood.
Another garment of salvation I would mention is the garment of
sanctification. Those whom Jehovah pardons He sanctifies; those
whom the Lord calls by His grace, He brings under the sanctifying
power of Divine truth. It is an altogether false and unfounded charge
brought against the doctrines of grace, that they lead to looseness of
living. It is a lie-the more the doctrine of grace are realized in
the heart, the more we feel their sanctifying power. "Sanctify them
through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth." We are said to be chosen to
salvation "through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth "-the two benefits go together. Where there is a right belief
of the truth there will be the sanctification of the Spirit: "Be ye
holy; for I am holy." The sinner who is made partaker of the Divine
nature will-by God's grace working in him mightily-be a new
creature; old. things will have· passed away, and aJl things become
new. That is according to Biblical teaching; there will be a " laying
aside of all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and
all evil speakings "-a crucifixion of the old man, a mortifying of the
members of the body of sin, and a putting on of the Lord Je u Christ.
Those people who ridicule the doctrines of grace, and pour contempt
upon them, manifest their baneful ignorance of their power. When a
sinner, by faith in Jesus Christ, realizes his sins are pardoned, that
God loves him with an everlasting love, that he is an heir of God and
joint heir with Christ, I say that sinner will depart from evil, will
eschew that which is an abomination in the sight of God, and follow
that which God takes pleasure in; will love the things that God loves,
and hate the things He hates. "The grace of God, that bringeth
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salvation "-observe the beautiful expression, "that bringeth salvation "-where? Into my understanding, conscience, heart, and will" hath appeared to all men "-because grace brought it inwardly it
was manifested outwardly. What has it done? What are its powerful effects in the life 1-" Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world." It teacheth us effectually, powerfully, and sweetly;
we need no man to teach us. You know this testimony to be true if
you are Christians, you have the counterpart of that in your hearts,
and it is manifested in your lives. He hath clothed me first with the
garment of pardon, then sanctification.
Let me mention a third, which you have spoken of in the early
part of this chapter: "To give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."
To me it is a source of sacred delight to meet a Christian whose mouth
is filled with "the high praises of God." A petition came to my
heart so forcibly-not merely to my ear, but to my heart, expressed by
David-how I did long for it to be fulfilled in my experience, "Let
my mouth be filled with Thy praise and with Thy honour all the day."
What a mouthful! How sweet tbat would make our words! If we
analyse our words for half a day, how many words of complaint,
sometimes words of anger, often words of backbiting. "I will bless
Jehovah at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth."
Praise is a comely garment for righteous souls, for God's people. Did
He not say, and does He not still assert, "Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth Me"? And was not the Apostle Paul counselled by the
Holy Spirit to write to the Church of Christ, "By Him therefore let
us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips giving thanks to His Name"? He hath clothed me with
the garment of praise. Whom do we praise? The grand old doxology
expresses it. We praise the Holy Father for everlasting love, predestinating grace, for the gift of Cbrist---" thanks be unto God for
His unspeakable gift." There is something to sing about every
moment of your life; to praise the Holy Father for the gift of the
Saviour-" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." We praise
the Holy Son for His inimitable love in assuming human nature, and
in that nature satisfying the precepts of the moral law, and perfectly
satisfying the penalties of the broken law; for His love and blood,
His life of righteousness, His sacrificial death, and His intercession.
"He is the chiefest among ten thousand," and "the altogether
lovely," and nothing rejoices our heart so much as when others join
with us to praise the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is worthy of endless
adoration. When we get to heaven we will magnify Him!
.. Till then we would His love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;
And may the music of His name
Refresh our souls in death."
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We praise the Holy Spirit for teaching us our need of Christ, for
moving our hearts to seek the Lord's face, for leading our weary feet
to Christ's cross, for directing our hearts into the love of God, for
sealing us, for bearing witness with our spirits that we are God's
children, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. We adore Him for
every sight of Christ, for every touch of the Father's love; for every
promise brought with sweetness to the heart, for assistance in prayer
and for unfoldings of the Word. Thus Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
are an ocean of sweets, a sea of delights, and fountains of pleasures.
We bless, laud, magnify, and worship and say-words I have often
quoted to you, but words that are ingrained in my heart and mind" This God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even
unto death."
You observe here the believer speaks of a robe-He hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness. I have been astonished to find many
people who really deny the imputed righteousness of Christ. To me
it is very clearly taught in the Bible, " He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness." What read you in the third of Romans 1" But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophet.s; even the righteousness
of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
that believe: for there is no difference; for all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God: being justified freely by His grace, t.hrough
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." We must have imputed
righteousness! That is a very solemn parable recorded in the twentysecond of Matthew. Many guests came to the king's wedding. Eventually the king came in to see those who sat at the table, and saw
one who had not on him "a wedding garment." He poke ·to the
man-what an awful silence there must have been .-" How camest
thou in hither, not having a wedding garment 1 And he was speechless." I am sure he was condemned in his own conscience. The king
said, "Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him
into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
And yet people think they can get to heaven, stand before God, and
sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb without a robe! "He
hath covered me "-from head to foot-" with the robe of righteousness," so naught is seen but the robe. I am not seen--{)nJy the
perfections of Christ visible. There is a beautiful hymn which I
think will express the whole matter clearer than I can :"Jesus thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'~Iidst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
"When from the dust of death I rise
To take my mansion in the skies,
E'en this shall then be all my plea:
'Jesus has lived and died for me.'
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"Bold shall I stand in that grea.t day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay,
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."

God hath covered me with the obedient life and sacrificial death of
His dear Son, so that when God looks at me He sees His Son's clothing, His Son's perfections, and He smells the savour as "of a field
which the Lord hath blessed." If we could more fully realize how
perfectly we are covered with the merits of the God-Man, we should
not have so many misgivings as we are too often the subjects of.
Christ is seen-it is no longer I. God" hath made Him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him." There is a halo of glory surrounding those four
words, "the righteousness of God." That is my position, that is
your standing, Christian, in Christ: "Thou art all fair, My love;
there is no spot in thee." Our Saviour's invaluable blood, and our
Lord's Divine righteousness, hide all our imperfections, infirmities,
sins, and transgressions from view.
Ill. My last point is THE CHRISTIAN'S ADORNMENT: "As a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels." I find the Revised Version has rendered the
first clause" as a bridegroom decketh himself with a garland." There
is some reference to the turban worn by an Eastern bridegroom. I
will not go into a critical exposition of this, but there seems to be a
spiritual allusion to the conjugal relationship between Christ and the
Church; we are no longer twain, but one. He is "the head of the
Church and the Saviour of the body." "Christ also loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word. That He might present it to
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it, should be holy and without blemish."
Decked as a bridegroom.-I wish I could convey to you what the
eye of my understanding sees in this expression, Christian. You are
a humble heliever in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have been taught by
the Divine Spirit to build all your hopes for time and eternity on His
Person and eternally finished redemption-you are decked AS the
Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ !-as pure as He is pure; as
glorious as He is glorious. Did He not say in that wonderful prayer
recorded in the seventeenth of John, " The glory which Thou gavest
Me I have given them; that they may be one even as We are one" ~
And again, "Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have
boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this
world." We died in Christ, rose in Him, ascended in Him, and have
virtually sat down with Him in heavenly places. Our beauty is
perfect through His comeliness which He hath put upon us; we are
decked as Christ is decked. "As a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments."
The believer is adorned as a bride-" as a bride adorneth herself
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with her jewels." Adorned for her Husband, for His pleasure, to
show forth His glory-an object of His complacency. What are these
jewels ~ The New Testament speaks of them; here is one-" the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price "-a meek and quiet spirit is a jewel. Repentance towards
God is a jewel, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is a jewel; these are
excellent graces of the Holy Spirit. The Bridegroom said to the
Bride, " Thou hast ravished My heart, My sister, My spouse; thou
hast ravished My heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy
neck." You look to Christ, as a poor miserable sinner, for salvation;
it ravishes the heart of Jesus-" one chain," a perfect chain hung
with many jewels-love, joy, peace, longsufIering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. "As a bride adorneth herself
with her jewels."
I have two words to say by way of application. I quite believe
there may be some here this morning who will say, "Beautiful
language "-referring to the text-" but we dare not adopt it as ours."
" I dare not assert confidently," some seeking one is saying, "that
He hath clothed m.e, and covered m.e." Well, I have already quoted a
text that may be a source of instruction to you-the righteousness of
God is said to be" unto all and upon all them that believe." Observe
for your comfort and edification that the degree of faith is not mentioned; the weakest believer is equally justified with the strongest; the
trembling touch of the woman drew virtue from the Lord Jesus Christ.
The poor sinner who dare not say, " Who loved me, and gave Himself
for me," and yet is clinging and cleaving to Christ a his only hope
is saved, though he has not the comfort of salvation. I tell you, in
my Lord and Master's ame, you are in a state of salvation, poor
sinner; you will never be lost, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it! No sinner, cleaving and clinging to God's Christ as his only hope,
will ever hear Him say, "Depart." He has given us His own word
to lean upon-" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
My second word is this: With all the charity I have, methinks
there are some here this morning who are naked sinners in God's
account, but do not know it. They have no concern about their souls;
they never sit down and quietly reflect, seriously think concerning
where they will spend eternity. If you are not in Christ, if you know
not Him, if you have no desire after Him or a knowledge of His ways,
your soul is naked-when you die it will be naked. Your soul lies
exposed to the curse of a broken law; if Jesus' blood be not on your
conscience, if His righteousness be not wrapped about your naked soul,
how will you do in the swellings of Jordan ~ How will you feel when
the Holy God, through His Son the Judge, looks you in the face, and
holds up before you all your sins ~ Ah! we shall need the Rock of
Ages when we draw our last breath; we shall need the Rock of Ages
when we rise to worlds unknown, and stand before the judgment
throne! "Rock of Ages, cleft for us, let us hide ourselves in Thee."
Amen.

--
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UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD, A LIE!
EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON

BY

C. H. SPURGEON.

" I speak that which I have seen with My Father .. and ye do that which
ye have seen with yottr father."-JoHN viii. 38.
I WANT you, dear friends, to look at the text, and to notice two or
three things that come out, as it were, incidentally. The first is,
that the doctrine of the universal fatherhood of God is a lie. That is
clear enough from this passage: "I speak that which I have seen
with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father."
Then, there are two fathers, and there are two sets of children; there
is a Father Whom Christ calls, "My Father," and there is another
father Whom He calls, in speaking to the Jews who hated Him,
" your father." The prayer beginning, "Our Father, Which art in
heaven," was never meant to be used by everybody; in the mouth
of the ungodly it is altogether out of place, for God is not their
Father. "Ye must be born again" before ye can be the children
of God. The Scripture statement is clear and distinct: "As many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His Name." We are constantly spoken
of as being begotten again, regenerated, and adopted by God, all of
which is a farce and a nullity if men are by creation, and by their
first natural birth, the children of God. It is not so: "We know
that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the wicked one."
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God"; and the distinction is
set forth between "us" who have received this " manner of love,"
and the multitude who are still the seed of the wicked one. This
truth needs to be proclaimed very forcibly; and the axe must be
laid to the root of that deadly upas tree of universal fatherhood, for
all manner of mischief will result if unconverted men are led to believe
that they are already the sons of God. They are not so until they
have been Divinely translated out of the kingdom of Satan into the
kingdom of God's dear Son.
Another fact that is incidentalIy taught us here is, that there is a
devil. A great many of the devil's servants are so disrespectful to
their lord that they even deny his existence; and the devil himself is
so self-denying in this respect that he denies his own existence, and
sets other people to do the same. Men squeezed the Lord's prayer
very hard when they made it read, "Deliver us from evil," for it is
pretty clear that it ought to be, "Deliver us from the evil one."
There is a distinct enunciation of a great master-power of evil, a
dread personality, " the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all
had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others," until grace brought us out from

The Gospel Magazine

74

-.

that terrible state. They who have started on the road to heaven
know that there is a devil, for they have had many an evil thought
that came not from themselves or from their fellow-men-strange,
dark, mysterious thoughts, which have rushed upon them from the
infernal regions and nowhere else; and those who have stood foot
to foot with Apollyon, as Christian did, know full well that he is
neither a myth nor a dream, but an awful and powerful adversary,
from whom may God deliver us from day to day! Even his errand
boys, his imps, are terrible enough, for Paul was hard put to it when
he was vexed by a messenger of Satan, who buffeted him. But as
for Satan himself, when he comes to fight with a soul, woe to that
man unless he has the Almighty power of God to enable him to bear
up in the day of battle! Our Lord Jesus Christ here speaks of Satan
as being just as real as the Father is: "I speak that which I have
seen with My Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your
father." Then he says, in the forty-fourth verse, "Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do." I quite
expect, one of these days, to meet a man who will tell me that I have
neither eyes, nor ears, nor head, nor body, nor soul, nor anything
else. Sometimes I have said to myself, " Surely, the course of doubting can go no further; men have reached the uttermost absurdity
of unbelief." But, brethren, we know, to our joy, that there is a
Father in heaven-the God and Father of our Lord and a\-iour
Jesus Christ; and, sometimes, we also know to our terror hat there
is another father of another family, against whom we fight in full
assurance of victory, rejoicing that " the God of peace hall bruise
Satan under our feet shortly."

*

*

*

*

*

*

Now I have to finish on the gloomy side of the subject, namely,
that THE DEVIL'S FAlIlILY PARTAKE OF THE DEVIL'S NATURE, and they
are sure to speak that which they have seen with their father.
For instance, there are some who are very spiteful, and speak with
enmity, especially of Christian people. They cannot bear them, they
have never a good word for them. They denounce their motives, if
they cannot find fault with their actions. I do not wonder that they
do so, because their father did so a long while ago. One of his names
is, " the accuser of the brethren"; and it was said to him of old, ' I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy eed
and her seed." There is always that enmity, and we expect to ee
it, so we are not surprised; but we are grieved for any of you who,
by your speech, betray your hatred of the people of God, and so
reveal the fact that you are children of Satan. One said, " I would
like to kill all Christians. I hate them, I cannot endure them, especially if they are very earnest; I would have such fellows hung." Did
not one say, the other day, of a certain minister, that he wished he
had been killed in the accident? Yes, he did; and that is the feeling
that some have toward those who are true Christians. What said
the Jews concerning Paul? "Away with such a fellow from the
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earth: for it is not fit that he should live." That is the way the
devil's children still talk; for they hear it at home with their fatber.
Did Satan ever have a good word for our Father? No; then he
will never bave a good word for his children. When, sometimes, be
has spoken a true word, he has tried, with fiendish malice, to undermine the cause of Christ by praising it; but you remember how Paul
and Sila would not let the devil praise them, they stopped his mouth
directly. The highest compliment the devil can pay to virtue, is to
hate it. It is the unconscious homage that evil must pay to goodness
to loathe it, even as Satan loathes all that is good and right.
Beside this, the devil's children frequently speak untruths. There are
ome who lie in trade, and some who lie in jest; they call them
, white lies." If this is the case with anybody here, do not deceive
yourself, my friend. You know who was a liar from the beginning,
and the father of lies; and they who cannot or will not speak the truth
are the children of that ancient liar, and they will have to go home to
tbeir father one of these days. They are not the children of God,
for God's children abhor a lie. When their word is once given, they
will stand to it even to tbeir own hurt. If you are not true, you
have not been with the great Father of truth, and you must bave
learnt falsehood of the great father of lies.
There are some, too, who are wickedly proud-proud of their person,
proud of the rags they wear, proud of their abilities, proud of their
station, proud of their ancestors, proud of I know not what--too
haughty almost to come near a commonplace person. Yes, they
learnt that of their father, for Lucifer is the very prince of pride.
" By that sin fell the angels," and in that sin live those who are like
the fallen angels. I beseech you, fling away all pride; may God help
you soon to be rid of it altogether!
Then there is another trait which is common enough in many
persons, and that is self-will. They are not going to be ruled and
governed, and tied to their mother's apron strings; they will have
their own way. If they suffer for it, they will do as they like, and
be their own master. Yes; and that they learnt of their father,
for that is the way he talked of bid. "Better," he said, "to reign
in hell than serve in heaven," according to Milton; and Milton has
but put into words the spirit of that fallen one. He is rebellious,
he cannot endure authority, he will not yield to God; the word
" obey" is one which he cannot brook. Oh, let those who are living
in disobedience to God, in utter carelessness, as lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God-self-seekers who never give a thought
to what they owe to their Creator and their Lord-let them understand that all this betrays whose children they are, and where they
were brought up. Does anybody get angry at my speech, and
say, "I will hear no more of it"? That is like your father, too.
And do you gnash your teeth, and bite your tongues? That is like
your father, too: "Ye do that which ye have seen with your
father."
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SERMONETTE.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

THE ONE MEDIATOR.
" There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus."-1 TIMOTHY ii. 5.
GOD is" Holy." The Lord is righteous in all His ways. (Ps. cxlv. 17.)
His law is "holy, and the co=andment holy and just and good"
(Rom. vii. 12), and He requires from His creatures a perfect obedience
(Gal. iii. 10).
But mankind is fallen, and as the Ninth Article of the Anglican
Church says, "Very far gone from original righteousness," and
"the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men" (Rom. i. 18). "All have sinned" ;
" all the world is guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19, 23).
How then can one who is conscious that he is a guilty sinner, and
destitute of any goodness or righteousness of his own to reco=end
him, realize " peace with God "~ A mediator is needed, one to come
between the sinner and God to effect reconciliation. And such is the
Lord Jesus Christ, Who is both God and Man. He is God's gift to
the world; as we read (1 John iv. 14}, " The Father sent the Son to
be the Saviour of the world." In the Covenant of grace, made before
the foundation of the world, He was appointed ure y and ub titute
of His people (2 Tim. i. 9), and so, in the wisdom and grace of God,
He took man's nature--sinless human nature-by the miraculous
power of the Holy Spirit, and, as God incarnate "died for our ins,"
according to the Scriptures (1 Cor. xv. 3). By hat death He reconciled to God all that believe on Him. "While we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then being now justified" (i.e.,
accounted righteous) "by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
t.hrough Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life" (Rom. v. 8-1O). Christ once suffered for sins,
"the Just for the unjust, thaf He might bring us to God" (1 Peter
iii. 18). The contrite sinner, then, pleading His merits, may draw
nigh to God as his reconciled God and Father in Christ Jesu. He may
say, in the language of the poet ;Not on me, Lord, not on me,
I am all iniquity;
Look upon thine Holy One,
Who before Thy glorious throne,
On His breast bears my poor name,
Look on Him my 8urety.

And this will not be in vain, for He said, "Him that cometh to
Me, I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
And the Lord Jesus Christ is the only Mediator. "There is one
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus," Who aid,

-,,:,
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,. No man cometh unto the Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6). None
other could be, for in Him alone is the Godhead and Manhood united
in one Person. No other is needed, for with Him, now exalted to
God's right hand, the Father is ever " well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17),
and "Heareth Him always" (John xi. 42), and, moreover, He is
full of love and sympathy for contrite, sin-burdened souls, and will
speak peace to them by His Word and Spirit, for He said, " This is
the will of Him that sent Me, that everyone which seeth the Son,
and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life; and I will raise
him up at the last day" (John vi. 40).
Mourning sinner, look to Jesus. Trust only in His merits. "He
is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).

"WILT THOU NOT REVIVE US AGAIN

~

"

ONE of the people of God who knew from experience that the love
which he had for his Redeemer and Saviour involved feeling, described
himself at one time or another as a pelican in the wilderness, an owl
in the desert, a sparrow alone on the housetop, as being in the depths,
as being cast off, as being at the ends of the earth; and so on. These
states of mind were written down by God in His book of remembrance, that others, coming after, who also feared Him and thought
on His Name might see that they were not by themselves in their
dejections and abandonments. There is a variety of such descriptions,
and I was thinking of several of them, when, opening the Bible I
read, " And Ahaz slept with his fathers . . . and Hezekiah his son
reigned in his stead," and I thought how rejoiced the Israel of God
must have been when they found out that God had given them once
more a king whose heart was ruled by His own fear. It felt as if the
godly at least amongst them had been praying, "Wilt Thou not
revive us again ~ " and once more God in His mercy and pity turned
their captivity and made them rejoice from their sorrow, and look
up from under their oppressions -and cares.
How sad the hearts of the righteous must have been when they
saw and suffered the ways of Ahaz! In the verses preceding the
announcement of his departure (2 Kings xvi. 17, 18), we are told
that he " cut off the borders of the bases, and removed the laver from
off them; and took down the sea from off the brazen oxen that were
under it, and put it upon a pavement of stones. And the covert
for the Sabbath that they had built in the house, and the king's
entry without, turned he from the house of the Lord for the king of
Assyria." He saw no beauty in the work that had been wrought
at the inspiration of God, no glory in all the carved and chiselled
symbols that Solomon had taken a perfect number of years to make.
Ahaz took it all down and put it on a pavement of stones: as they
do perhaps who think that the cold hard natural heart of man is
6
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foundation enough for a habitation of the Spirit. Ahaz also turned
away the covert of the Sabbath to please the king of Assyria. He
disliked the rest and refreshing of that worship which takes into the
sanctuary an empty soul: prepared by God to wait only on Him.
Some "king of Assyria" puts in a claim, some pleasure, or other
Gospel, which is no Gospel, and the heart of the righteous is made
sad, for "the covert of the Sabbath" is turned away. But God
had heard their prayer and revived them with His own providing,
so that they could look up with thankfulness and round with hope.
"Wilt Thou not revive us again?" Noah had asked that in a
literal sense, and had believed that God's answer was to be one of
abundance, and of Covenant care, when he went forth from the ark
and built an altar and offered burnt offerings. Job had not thought
to see the enlargement that came to him; nor had Ephraim, of whom
we read in 1 Chronicles vii. He" mourned many days," because
his family was cut off, but the promise made to Jacob about Joseph's
sons had to be fulfilled, and God Who had brought them down to
the grave, brought the family up again and increased it until Joshua
made his appointed appearance.
Ezra, when he beheld the work of God and the restoration of the
beloved Jerusalem, thanked Him for the" little reviving" granted
to them in their bondage. He was burdened at the thought of their
wickedness and their forsaking the Lord God of their fathers; he
was ashamed and blushed to lift up his face. It is a conviction of
unworthiness that makes His children feel as if they may not look
for great revivings. But it is in themselves that they are straitened:
it is not in Him. Does He not say, "Open thy mouth wide and I
will fill it." Still, one of His own "little" revivings goes a long
way, and it comes from Him, whether immediately by His Word or
by a coming of Titus. A dear friend of mine begged and prayed that
something would come to her before last thing at night. She could
scarcely endure the pressure of her circumstances. The sister with
whom she was suddenly said, "I was thinking of this verse, 'He
will not alway be chiding.''' "Oh, yes," she said; and her sleep
was sweet because God had remembered her in her low estate, and
had come down to deliver her.
The apostle knew all such things as these when he wrote to the
Corinthians, and said that he had been pressed out of measure, insomuch that he despaired even of life. But he had the entence of
death in himself that he should not trust in himself but in God that
raised the dead. He spoke of being in deaths oft; spiritual, circumstantial, physical. God, however, comforteth those that are cast
down, He lifteth up the poor, He gives the oil of joy for mourning.
It is the poor, the needy, the empty, and the sorrowful soul who find
this out. It is those who have" trusted that it was He Who should
have redeemed" them who hear Him say, "Behold I am He that
liveth, and was dead, and, behold, I am alive for evermore." Their
spirits come again, and they rejoice in Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE MANNER IN WHICH THE HOLY GHOST WORKS.
By THE LATE BISHOP

J. C.

RYLE.

THE Holy Ghost works on the heart of man in a mysterious manner.
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself tells us that, in well-known words,
"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth;
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." We cannot explain how
and in what way the Almighty Spirit comes into man, and operates
upon him. But neither also can we explain a thousand things which
are continually taking place in the natural world. We cannot explain
how our wills work daily on our members, and make them walk, or
move, or rest at our discretion. Yet no one ever thinks of disputing
the fact.
The Holy Ghost works on the heart of a man in a sovereign manner.
He comes to one and does not come to another. He often converts
one in a family, while others are left alone. There were many Pharisees
besides Saul, who had a hand in Stephen's murder. But Saul alone
became an apostle. There were many slave captains in John Newton's
time. Yet none but he became a preacher of the Gospel. We cannot
account for this. But neither can we account for China being a
heathen country, and England a Christian land. We only know that
so it is.
The Holy Ghost always works on the heart of a man in such a
manner as to be felt. The feelings which He produces are not always
understood by the person in whom they are produced. On the contrary, they are often a cause of anxiety, and conflict, and inward
strife, but we have no warrant of Scripture for an indwelling of the
Spirit which is not felt at all. Where He is there will always be
corresponding feelings.
The Holy Ghost always works on the heart of a man in such a
manner as 10 be seen in the man's life. I do not say that as soon as
He comes into a man, that man becomes immediately an established
Christian, a Christian in whose life and ways nothing but spirituality
can be observed. The Almighty.Spirit is never present in a person's
soul without producing some perceptible results in that person's
conduct. He never sleeps. He is never idle. We have no warrant
of Scripture for talking of dormant grace. Where the Holy Ghost
is, there will be something seen.
The Holy Ghost always works on the heart of a man in an invincible manner. There may be strivings and workings in the minds of
unconverted men, which finally come to nothing, but when the Spirit
really begins a work of conversion, He always carries that work to
pedection. He effects miraculous changes. He turns the character
upside down. He causes old things to pass away, and all things to
become new. In a word, the Holy Ghost is Almighty. With Him
nothing is impossible.
Finally, the Holy Ghost generally works on the heart of man
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through the use of means. The Word of God, preached or read, is
generally employed by Him as an instrument in the conversion of
a soul. He applies that Word to the conscience. He brings that
Word home to the mind. This is His general course of procedure.
There are instances, undoubtedly, in which people are converted
"without the Word" (1 Peter iii. 1), but, as a general rule, God's
truth is the sword of the Spirit. By it He teaches, and teaches
nothing else but that which is written in the Word.
Is there a haughty, high-minded person reading these words who,
in his pride of intellect, rejects the work of the Holy Ghost because
of its mysteriousness and sovereignty 1 You must take up other
ground than this before you disprove our doctrine. Look to the
heaven above you, and the earth beneath you, and deny if you can
that there are mysteries there. Look to the map of the world you
live in, and the marvellous difference between the privileges of one
nation and another, and deny, if you can, that there is sovereignty
there. Go and learn to be consistent. Submit that proud mind of
yours to plain, undeniable facts. Be clothed with the humility that
becomes poor, mortal man. Cast off that affectation of reasoning,
under which you now try to smother your conscience. Dare to confess
that the work of the Spirit may be mysterious and sovereign, and yet
for all that is true.
Is there a Romanist, or semi-Romanist reading these words who
tries to persuade himself that all baptized people and members of
the Church, as a matter of course, have the Spirit 1 You are deceiving
yourself if you dream that the Spirit is in a man, when His preHence
cannot be seen. Go and learn this day that the presence of the
Holy Ghost is to be tested, not by the name in the register, or the
place in the family pew, but by the visible fruits in a man's life.
Is there a worldly man reading these words, who regards all claims
to the indwelling of the Spirit as so much enthusiasm and fanaticism 1
I warn you also to take heed what you are about. No doubt there
is plenty of hypocrisy and false profession in the Churches. No doubt
there are thousands whose religious feelings are mere delusion. But
bad money is no proof that th&e is no such thing as good coin. The
abuse of a thing does not destroy the use of it. The Bible tells us
plainly that there are certain hopes, and joys, and sorrows, and
inward feelings, inseparable from the work of the Spirit of God. Go
and learn this day that you have not received the Spirit, if His presence
within you has not been felt.
Is there an excuse-making sluggard reading these words, who
comforts himself with the thought that decided Christianity is an
impossible thing, and that in a world like this he cannot serve Christ 1
Your excuses will not avail you. The power of the Holy Ghost is
imparted without money and without price. Go and learn this day
that there is strength to be had for the asking. Through the Spirit
Whom Jesus gives, all difficulties may be overcome.
_
Is there a fanatic reading these words, who fancies that it matters

---.
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nothing whether a man stays at home or goes to Church, and that
if a man is to be saved, he will be saved in spite of himself 1 Go and

learn that the Holy Ghost ordinarily works through the use of means
of grace, and that it is by " hearing" that faith generally comes into
the soul.
Nothing in religion so shows the blindness of natural man as his
inability to receive the teaching of Scripture on the manner of the
work of the Holy Ghost. "The world cannot receive Him."

FROM THY PRESENCE.
FROM Thy presence, Lord, we crave
Freshening times our hearts to save,
Radiant love to make us brave
In Thy service, Lord.
Glorify our homes we pray
With the light of Thy bright day,
Lustre new will light our way
In Thy service, Lord.
Gild with joy our daily toil,
Purge our hands from sin's dread soil,
Twine our hearts with love's sweet coil
In Thy service, Lord.
Fountains springing from Thy Word,
Quench the thirst our tasks have stirred
With Thy voice Divinely heard
In Thy service, Lord.
So, before our conflicts cease,
Help us take to men Thy peace,
Bringing from their sin release
In Thy service, Lord.
REV. T.
Rodden Rectory,
Frome, Somerset.

PITTAWAY,

M.A.

A PRAYER FOR EVERY DAY OF THE NEW YEAR.
GIVE me new faith in the power of Thy Name,
New hope in Thy heartening Word.
Give me a heart that is newly aflame,
Aflame with Thy love, 0 Lord!
(Frank Houghton.)
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A LETTER from Canada from one of our readers says, in reference
to the appointment of a Rector to a certain church, that "when
the people approached him, they said they had their requirements
for their new Rector. He must be born again. He must believe
the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and he must be prepared to
resist worldly encroachments in the church." Would that all ministers
in England were expected to possess at least these three requirements.
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HOME.

THE following report of a lecture delivered by Sir Herbert Samuel
at University College on Monday night, November 25th last, will
interest our readers. It is taken from The Times of November 26th.
" Sir Herbert Samuel, in a Lucien Wolf Memorial lecture at University
College last night, described as unfounded the allegation that the
Balfour Declaration, favouring the creation of a National Jewish
Home, was a violation of a pledge given to the Arab leaders.
" , In 1920 I took up office as the first British High Commissioner
in Palestine,' said Sir Herbert Samuel, ' and the work of building the
complete edifice of a modern State commenced. From the outset
the Arab question was the predominant feature, and it was plain to
me that the establishment of a Jewish National Home must be
conditioned not only by the existing rights of the Arab population
but also by constant and active care on the part of the mandatory
Power for their economic and cultural progress.
"Development in Palestine had exceeded all forecasts. The
phenomenal material development in Palestine was just a meansthe cultural development of Palestine. Jewry was the end.
" As the first member of the Jewish community ever to sit in the
British Cabinet, continued Sir Herbert Samuel, he felt a special
obligation devolved upon him. From investigation he soon arrived
at the conclusion that, if the War ended in the victory of the Allies,
Palestine ought to be separated from the Turkish Empire and opportunity taken to facilitate the establishment of a great, autonomous
co=unity there under some form of a British Protectorate.
" He spoke to Sir Edward Grey about the scheme, and Sir Edward
confessed that the idea had a strong sentimental attraction for him
and he was quite prepared to work for the scheme if the opportunity
arose. Mr. Lloyd George said he was very keen to see a Jewish State
established in Palestine.
" , The more I considered the question,' Sir Herbert Samuel said,
, the more I became convinced that the factors pointed the same way
. . . the strategic interests of the British Empire, its economic interests,
the moral advantage of the support of Jewish sentiment, and the
ultimate interests, spiritual and material, of the Jewish people
themselves."
The helpful co-operation of Britain with Jewry in Palestine would
be abundantly justified, he concluded, if, from the soul of the re-born
Palestine, there came the vital religious message for which the world
waited.
"BETTER buy wisdom dear, than be without it. But experience is
therefore said to be the mistress of fools; because they are fools that
will not learn till they are taught by experience, and particularly
till they are taught the danger of associating with wicked people."MaUhew Henry.
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COUNTING ALL THINGS LOSS.

THE great apostle to the Gentiles had many earthly advantages.
He was" of the stock of Israel," no mere Jewish proselyte. He was
" of the tribe of Benjamin," the tribe which remained faithful to the
house of David and which gave Israel its first king. He was" an
Hebrew of the Hebrews," retained more or less the national language
and the national manners. He was a Pharisee. He belonged to that
sect among the Jews who were very punctilious in observing the
outward ceremonies of the law, and who laid claims to superior
sanctity and piety. He had been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel,
" a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people," and
consequently he profited in the Jews' religion above many who
were of his own age among his own countrymen. He was.. zealous
in persecuting the sect of the Nazarenes, and blameless in his outward conduct. Moreover, he was apparently a member of the Jewish
Sanhedrin, so that when some of the disciples were put to death
he gave his vote against them. All these things were so many
advantages in his favour in the estimation of his countrymen, and,
from a human point of view, a splendid career was before him. But
when it pleased God to reveal Christ to his soul, and he saw Him as
the true Messiah, the Redeemer and Saviour of His people, he abandoned
all those earthly advantages which came between him and Christ.
" What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ." The
things which were gains from a worldly point of view he regarded as
loss for the sake of Christ. Christ was so brought into his vision as
"the chiefest among ten thousand," and the "altogether lovely"
One that everything else became as nothing, and, like Moses, he
esteemed the reproach of Christ as greater riches than the treasures
of Egypt. " Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the
exeellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." He piles up
all the advantages of the world which he could think of and labels
them as loss in comparison with t.he surpassing blessedness of knowing
Him Whom to know is life eternal. For Him Whom he now owned
as Lord he suffered the loss of all things. The advantages arising
from birth, nationality, education, learning, zeal in the popular cause,
and outward uprightness of conduct were all abandoned. They were
counted as mere refuse that he might gain Christ, that he might
possess Him as his present and eternal portion. What a high regard
the apostle had for Christ! How precious He was to his soul! How
infinitely small and worthless did everything else become when God
in His infinite compassion and rich mercy revealed Christ to him.
Then it was that the apostle desired to be found in Christ. He desired
to be found in vital union 'with Christ as a branch is in union with
the stem, and as a limb is in union with the head of the body. Moreover, he desired to be found in Him not having his own righteousness
which resulted from his imperfect obedience to the law. This righteousness he no longer gloried in. This righteousness he now regarded as
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"filthy rags." All confidence in his own merits vanished, and he
renounced them as utterly worthless in regard to his eternal salvation.
He had no further confidence in the flesh. What he desired was that
he might be found in Christ possessing the righteousness which is
through faith in Him, the righteousness which is of God by faith.
In other words, he desired to be among those who had "obtained
a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and
" Saviour, Jesus Christ." He felt that Jesus of Nazareth Whom he
had before despised and rejected was" the Lord our righteousness."
In Him alone had he righteousness and strength. Through the
first man's disobedience he had been constituted a sinner, but now
through the Second Man's obedience he had been constituted righteous.
God made Christ, the sinless One, to be sin for His people, that they
might become the righteousness of God in Him. This righteousness
is unto all and upon all them that believe. Such are "justified
(declared righteous) freely by His grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus." Reader, what are thy thoughts concerning
Christ? Is He precious to thy soul? What are thy thoughts
concerning thine own righteousness? Hast thou renounced all
confidence therein? What are thy thoughts concerning the righteousness of Christ? Canst thou say, "I will greatly rejoice in the TJord,
my soul shall be joyful in my God; for Re hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness" ?
A BISHOP'S STRANGE DESIRE.
" THE Bishop of Ely made a pretty suggestion for a Christmas midnight
Mass. Preaching at Hilton, Hunts, Parish Church, on Sunday evening,
he said he had often thought he would like, before he died, to keep
Christmas once in this way: he would have a barn; he would put an
altar in the barn, and have some candles to light it up, a cross, flowers,
and so on, and real oxen on the other side of the barrier, with food,
looking, with their big, brown eyes, at what was being done. He
would have Communion just after midnight, and he would feel he
was back at Bethlehem again. - When he went to Communion on
Christmas Day, he tried to feel that the Church was not a Church,
but a stable; that it had not a real altar, but a manger, and when
he handled the consecrated Host, he tried to think he was taking in
his arms the Child Jesus."-The Ohurch Times, Jan. 3rd, 1936.
(Anglo-Catholics would no doubt welcome this suggestion, but such
a suggestion deeply pains the hearts of those who value the great
principl~s of the Reformation.-Editor.)

"0 WHAT abundance of disquiet and trouble might we prevent by
waiting quietly till we see the issues of Providence, and not bringing
as we do the evils of the morrow upon the day."-John Flavel.
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A PAIR OF SPECTACLES.
PAMELA closed the piano with a sigh of relief, and ran downstairs
before Miss Grey to open the front door. These music lessons were
a dreadful trial to her-and to poor Miss Grey, too, I expect. It
was all right while she was playing scales and exercises, or the pieces
she had learnt, for then she could sit up straight on the music-stool,
and play as :Miss Grey wished; but nearly always there was something
new to learn and then the trouble began. Slouching forward over
the piano, with her face nearly touching the music, and almost slipping
off the stool in her eagerness, Pamela was indeed an ungainly sight,
and far enough from the elegant attitude which Miss Grey desired.
Pamela herself could not understand it; she thought she had as
much sense as other people, but Margaret and Helen sat up straight
and played properly when they were reading fresh music, and were
never rebuked for rounding their shoulders and poking their heads;
so Pamela came reluctantly to the conclusion that they were cleverer
than she was. It was the same about other things: if one of the
elders wanted to know the correct time, the thing to do was to send
one of the children to look through the window of the study or the
nursery at the big church clock; but if Pamela were sent, she always
had to ask one of the others to tell her what the clock said, and of
course it made Pamela look foolish, as if she could not read the time
yet. Then sometimes if she were out with some of the others, they
would climb one of the beautiful hills that surrounded the town,
and all of them would look eagerly at the view, and vie with each
other in seeing what churches and buildings they could recognize.
Not Pamela; Pamela would creep away, and pretend not to be
interested, so that nobody would remark that she could not see any
of the objects that pleased the rest so much. For that was the source
of her trouble; she could not see to read the music, she could not see
to tell the time, she could not see to count the churches. But her
eyes looked just like other peQple's and she could see well enough
for many purposes, and not being old enough to reason about the
matter, she just felt miserable at being different, and tried as much
as possible to conceal it.
Well, the time went on till Pamela was twelve, and then it came
about that her mother began to have serious trouble with her sight,
and she was obliged to consult an oculist. Realizing that Pamela's
eyes did not seem as good as the other children's, her parents decided
that she should go too. Pamela accompanied her father in much
fear and anxiety; for a curious thing about her trouble was that it
made her feel ashamed; which was silly, because the only thing we
need ever be ashamed of is doing wrong. However, the oculist seemed
neither amused nor annoyed when Pamela tremblingly confessed
that she could not see any of the letters he asked her to read, but
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simply went on trying different lenses till the big board of jumbled
letters suddenly flashed into clearness. Then he wrote a prescription,
and in a few days Pamela went with her father to the shop to get her
new spectacles. It was astonishing what a difference they made!
Pamela almost felt as if she were in a new place as she walked homeshe could see quite clearly to the other side of the road, and all the
houses and vehicles had such sharp clear outlines instead of the dim,
blurred look they had had before. All the colours looked so brightPamela was amazed to see the different colourings in the ordinary
garden birds; she had never been able to distinguish them before.
It was a little upsetting to find that the home faces looked different
too; in fact, Pamela mystified herself exceedingly by trying to decide
which was the true appearance-before or after she wore glasses!
But the great change was a fact; for dimness and obscurity she had
light and brightness. Pamela's eyes had been opened.
I do not know anything about your eyes, whether you can see
without spectacles or whether you have to wear them, as Pamela did;
but there is one sense in which we can none of us see unless our eyes
are opened. It is of this that the Apostle Paul speaks when he says,
" the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not." That is the condition of the whole human race-our minds
blinded, walking in darkness, living in darkness and in the shadow
of death, and indeed loving darkness rather than light because our
deeds are evil. When Satan opened the eyes of Adam and Eve to
evil, as it says he did in the third chapter of Genesis, the result was
that ever since all their descendants have been born blind to the
things of God. Perhaps you think that it is not so with you; perhaps
all your life you have been learning from the Bible about God, and
about His Son Jesus Christ, and about the work of the Holy Spirit,
and the way of salvation; and you believe everything you have been
taught. How then can it be that your mind is still in darkness ~
So also a blind man may learn the whole science of light; you may
teach him the seven colours of the rainbow, the length of time that
light waves take to travel from the sun to the earth; but no amount
of knowledge will give him sight. _ And all your knowledge of the
Bible is useless unless the eyes of your understanding are enlightened
to see Jesus as your Saviour from sin. Are you content to remain
in darkness 1 Pamela would have been quite happy as she was if
she had not discovered that other people could see better than she
could; and it is only when the Holy Spirit shows us our darkne~8
that we long to have our eyes opened. This is what the Lord Jesus
came to do-" to be a light of the Gentiles, and to open blind eyes."
" What will ye that I shall do unto you ~" He said to the two blind
beggars. "Lord, that our eyes may be opened," was their eager
response. So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes,
and immediately their eyes received sight. He is just the same to-day,
full of compassion and longsuffering, and never refusing the cry of the
poor and helpless sinner.
DAMARIS.
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In flRemOtiam.
THE LATE MISS BROWN, OF BRISTOL.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,Miss Brown, the late sextoness of St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol,
was a regular distributor, monthly, of a considerable number of copies
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to subscribers connected with the Church.
She had rendered this service steadily and faithfully for seventeen
or eighteen years, having succeeded to it on the retirement of her
predecessor in office. Miss Brown herself took a real interest in the
Magazine, and she has on more than one occasion referred to her
enjoyment and appreciation of Mrs. Houghton's articles. She had
been brought as a child to St. Mary-Ie-Port, and remembered well
the Rev. S. A. Walker, the then Rector, the founder of the Clifton
Conference. With the exception of a short period of absence from
Bristol, Miss Brown had attended St. Mary-Ie-Port Church for about
sixty-five years, and had known and valued the faithful Gospel
:m.inistries of four Rectors and the remarkable continuity of the
evangelical history of the Church and its spiritual simplicity of worship.
Her service was devoted, she loved the Church, and kept it and all
that was in her charge well and carefully, giving her best and utmost
in time and strength. It was a well-deserved gratification to her,
when, on the occasion of an official visit to the Church of the Archdeacon,
he turned aside and told her it was one of the best kept churches he
had visited. She was well instructed in the Scriptural and Protestant
principles and teaching of the Church of England, and thus was able
to meet the remarks and questions of ritualistic visitors who came to
look round, and sometimes criticized the simplicity of the appointments, and the total absence of those things which, alas, are generally
to be found in the churches of to-day. [The:':' table-wise" position
of the communion table also often attracts attention.] There were
besides many appreciative remarks of visitors which she had pleasure
in repeating. Some, too, would come who had worshipped there long
years before, and had left Brist91, but were recognized and welcomed
by one whose own connection with the Church went back so far.
Some months ago strength failed, and she had to relinquish the work
she loved. She valued visits which included the reading of the Word
of God, and prayer. Recently the end came swiftly and unexpectedly,
after a few hours in the Infirmary, unknown to us till too late. The
funeral service was held in the Church where she had been wont to
worship those many years, and where she had worked so faithfully,
and to this the Rector, the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, made reference.
The connection of Miss Brown with the Magazine in the way I have
mentioned is the main cause of this letter. It was perhaps, if not
a unique, at least not an ordinary one.
Yours very sincerely,
December 11th, 1935.
L. ORMISTON.
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lBrotefitant l!)eacon.
BISHOP M'ILVAINE ON SUBSTITUTING AN ALTAR FOR
A TABLE.
"IN certain quarters, and under certain ministers, the people hear
no more of the communion table. It is now' the altar.' One sees
no more, in such quarters, of anything for the Lord's Supper that
looks like a table, and that conveys the idea of a feast; but in place
of it what is studiously fashioned to look like an altar, that it may
convey the idea of priesthood and sacrifice. That this altar, as such,
with its associated ideas, may be the one object in the sight of the
people, the pulpit is often placed in a very inferior position, without
reference to the convenience of speaking or hearing. The readingdesk is put on one side-and the reader is made to read sideways,
as regards the people, lest by facing them he should turn his back
to the chancel and to the eminent sacredness of what has no right to
be there, the altar. The minister's private prayer before beginning the
service or sermon, which he used to offe'T in the desk and pulpit, is now
offered at the chancel before the altar. (Italics ours.) There is, in all
such things, and in divers other more minute things, a constant,
silent, impressive, and insinuating teaching, under which the people
are gradually educated to the idea that in the chancel there is a
presence of the Lord such as is no where else in the Church or in the
earth; that grace is thence specially dispensed, and thither the
worshipper is specially to look, because there stands the Priest at
the altar, offering sacrifice for the sins of the people (through the
offering of the body of Jesus), by whose priestly mediation the sacrifice
of Jesus becomes efficacious for remission of their sins.
" Need we tell any careful observer how much of all this is going
on among us in various parts; how successfully it is advancing from
general impression to positive belief; how many have got so far as
to suppose it the very essence of Churchmanship, almost regarding
the rubrics of the communion office, which so pertinaciously adhere
to the word table, and do not so. much as indicate the possibility of
an altar in a Protestant Church, as behind the age and of a Churchmanship decidedly too low 1 It is no unimportant indication of the
progress thus being made, that with so many of the clergy of this
country, when a new Church is built, or an old one repaired, if in the
latter there used to be a table (what good Bishop Ridley in his Injunctions for the Removal of Altars calls ' an honest table ') it is seen no
more. 'Old things are passed away,' and the thing placed in the
chancel is studiously made to look as little like a table and as much
like an altar as possible. Nothing else would express their doctrine
of the Sacrament or satisfy their sacerdotal aspirations. Sometimes
we would fain believe there is no very special design in it, but only a
sort of sentimentalism which pleads no excuse but that of architectural
gratification. But the direction is the same, and so the influence.
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" We are told that the form is of little account. Very well. But
then why so eager to change the old, time-honoured form, which
certainly accords with the reiterated name, table, in the rubrics of the
communion office, far better than its recently introduced and obnoxious substitute ~ . . . To cast out the table and substitute the shape
of a Romish alt,ar does teach symbolically a most unscriptural and
pernicious doctrine, directly contradicting the true nature of the
Lord's Supper and all the teaching of our Church concerning it, and
the office of the ministry connected with it. Romanists well understand how table and altar represent respectively the Protestant and
Romish faith concerning the Lord's Supper. One of their learned
men, a chief hand in their Rhemish translation of the New Testament
(Gregory Martin), says: 'The name of altar, both in the Hebrew and
Greek, and by the consent of all peoples, both Jews and Pagans,
implying and importing sacrifice, therefore we, in respect of the sacrifice
of Christ's body and blood, say altar rather than table. But the
Protestant's because they make it a supper and no sacrifice therefore
they call it a table only-to take away the holy sacrifice of the mass,
they take away both altar and priest; because they know right well
that these three-priest, sacrifice, and altar-are dependents and
consequents, so that they cannot be separated.' . . . There is intended
to be a symbolic expression of important truth in the table which
wholly depends on its having a table form. The form is the whole
of it. Indifference to that is indifference to the truth. Put an altarform in its place, and you teach by a striking and well-understood
expression a most imposing and important error.
" Now the extent to which that substitution is made in our Churches;
the zeal in many clergymen to have it done, not as a mere matter
of architectural taste, but of symbolical teaching; the degree to
which it is regarded as the legitimate expression of a true Church
spirit, by those who favour it; and the little notice now taken,
among those who object in principle to the whole system with which
it is connected, of a studied purpose to extend in our Ohurch the
whole theory and practice of priest, sacrifice, and altar-so that what
a few years ago would have excited a general indignation as evidence
of tendencies to be sternly resisted, is now so familiar that it passes
without rebuke and almost without remark; all this hould surely
teach us that Tractarianism in its main evil and tendency, whatever
may have become of the Oxford Tracts, is living yet; a leaven at
work and too successful to be unheeded." (Right.eAJusness by Faith,
by the late Bishop M'Ilvaine, formerly published under the title of
Oxford Divinity, pp. ix.-xii.)
The second edition of the above work was published in the year
1864, about thirty-three years after the Oxford Movement began.
What would Bishop M'Ilvaine say now if he were living ~ Truly the
leaven of Oxford Tractarianism has almost permeated the whole of
the Church of England at home and abroad. Even in professed
Evangelical Churches this popish leaven is working. Many Evange-
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licals are imitating Anglo-Catholics in their customs and symbolism
and even tolerating customs of an Anglo-Catholic character, because
they lack the courage needed to withstand these evil tendencies.
Meanwhile the Anglo-Catholic movement grows and bids fair to oust
all distinctive Evangelicalism from the Church of England. It is now
getting customary for Evangelical clergymen to offer the private
prayer before the sermon in the chancel rather than in the pulpit as
was formerly the universal custom.
Bishop M'Ilvaine's remarks on that seemingly trivial matter are
worthy of attention. Apparently small changes made by AngloCatholics have a symbolic meaning, and Evangelicals should exercise
more Daniel-like courage, and definitely refuse to imitate those who
have so greatly leavened the Church of our martyred Reformers with
Romish error. The godly and faithful Bishop M'Ilvaine had such a
clear and penetrating mind that he saw the Romish character of the
Oxford Movement from the beginning, and realizing that the introduction of altars was intimately connected with the whole system
of sacerdotal error, he gave formal 'notice to his diocese of Ohio, in the
year 1846, that he would definitely refuse to consecrate any Church
"having an altar instead of a communion table." (See the abovementioned volume, p. 425.-Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

~otnsponlJrnct.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I thank you warmly for your kind notice of the work
and myself, the invalid worker, in the January issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. May our Heavenly Father grant fruit from this kind
notice. It certainly is much needed, for our funds are low, and there
is much need that the funds of the mission should greatly increase
this year. The importance of .circulating the truth amongst our
soldiers and sailors increases as the days go by. One of our distributors says, "as the new battalions come in, the men know nothing
about God and the way of salvation." The following has reached
us from one of our distributors: "I cannot express in words my
thanks for the splendid parcel of literature. We are very grateful
to you for your kind help in this way, and do praise the Lord for it.
Your parcels always have in them something specially suitable for visitation" and the messages have been made a blessing. May the Lord
bless and reward you for your kind help. We are having good meetings
just now; am sure you will remember the work in prayer and that
souls may be brought to Christ. I am grieved to hear that you are
still a sufferer. How sweet to know that the Lord is ' touched with
the feeling of our infirmities.' 'Wait on the Lord; be of good
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courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the
Lord.' May He bless and strengthen you. Thanking you again very
much for your kind gift of books." Another writes: "Thank you
for your letter and the useful parcels of literature. We can give
thanks to God for the following; thirty ex-patients (women) of our
hospital have joined the Scripture Union, are reading their Bibles
daily, and meet once a month in our medical superintendent's house
for a meeting under the leadership of our assistant matron: this a
definite result of the services held in the wards when they were patients.
There have been some very definite cases of blessing." May the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE be abundantly blessed in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfie7i1 Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, January, 1936.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE inmates of our Homes spent a pleasant time together when,
through the kindness of the lady visitors and other friends, they were
entertained to dinner at the Christmas season. Brief addresses were
afterwards given by various friends, and the occasion was much
appreciated.
In connection with the Homes there are Benevolent Funds for
assisting those who are sick, and Coal Funds also towards which
subscriptions will be very welcome.
A Service in connection with the Brentford Auxiliary wiU be held
on Thursday, Feb. 20th, in the Baptist Chapel, orth Road, Brentford.
The Committee are grateful that at the close of the year all liabilities
have been met, but several valued subscribers have passed away,
and the Committee will be much encouraged in their necessary work
on behalf of the Lord's aged poor, if other friends will join with them
in this ministry to the saints by becoming annual subscribers.
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THE LITTLE GLEANER, 1935. Pp. 240. Price 2/6. By pos 2/9.
This is the Annual Volume of The Little Glean~r and You'Tl!J People's
Treasury. It is published by C. J. Farncombe & ons, Ltd., 30,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.
THE QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY,
Contains about twenty pages of records of Sermons and Meeting
in various parts of the country, besides several more pages of" ew
from the Field." The Society's Annual Meetings are to be held
(D.V.) on April 28th, at the Caxton Hall, London, at 4 p.m. and
7 p.m.

