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" Who comforteth us in aJl our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIA.NS i. 4.

THE NEED OF TAKING HEED.

" Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."1 CORINTHIANS x. 12.
THIS epistle was written to the members of GOD'S family who
were living in Corinth. The Apostle Paul had himself" begotten
them through the Gospel" (1 Cor. iv. 15). He had been the
instrument through whose ministry of the Gospel they had been
called by Divine grace. At one time they had been carried away
unto dumb idols, and steeped therefore in idolatry. An immense
change had taken place, however, in their experience. The SPIRIT
of GOD had accompanied the apostle's preaching, and so marked
was the result, that the apostle could thankfully say of them
that they were washed, sanctified, and justified, in the Name of
the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRiT of our GOD. (See 1 Cor. vi. n.)
Yet they were not exempt from daily spiritual danger. The
LORD'S family are always in peril from their spiritual foes. Hence
they needed to be warned. Concerned as the apostle was for
their spiritual welfare, he said, " Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall."
This warning is needed by the LORD'S people to-day, quite as
much as it was needed in apostolic times. All believers, young
and old, rich and poor, need to beware of falling into sin and
error. The dangers abound on every hand. Danger confronts
them in the home, in the office, in the shop, and on the farm.
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1. First, they are in danger of falling, notwithstanding all their
.,
spiritual privileges.
The context clearly teaches this. The people of Israel had
many spiritual and temporal privileges. They were redeemed
from death through the blood of the Passover Lamb. They were
delivered from their foes at the Red Sea. They were guided by
day in a pillar of cloud and by night in a pillar of fire. They
had the Divine presence at all times. They were fed with manna
from heaven, and with water from the rock. Yet with many of
them GOD was not well pleased. They lusted after evil things.
They fell into idolatry. They committed fornication. They
murmured against the GOD through Whose Covenant faithfulness
they had been redeemed from Egyptian bondage. Thus in spite
of all their privileges and mercies they fell frequently into grievous
sin. Their history is a warning to us. Despite the fact that we
have been chosen in CHRIST, redeemed by His blood, called by
His grace, regenerated by His SPIRIT, Divinely guided and provided for, we have need to take heed. Israel fell, David fell,
Peter fell, and so may we, unless we are constantly upheld by
Divine grace. It will not do to say that Israel, David, and Peter
fell before Pentecost. Their cases are a warning to us who live
since Pentecost. We are just as liable to fall as David and as
Peter were. Only grace can keep us. Of course no believer can
fall away finally.
2. Secondly, GOD'S people are liMle to fall, even though they think
that they are safe and secure.
" Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed." Peter thought
he stood firm and was in no -danger. Though all men would deny
CHRIST, he would never be guilty of such sin. Solomon says,
"Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall." Peter was self-confident. He thought he could never sin
as others might do. He did not realize the awful depravity of his
old nature. He trusted in his own heart, and "He that trusteth
in his own heart is a fool" (Prov. xvi. 18; xxviii. 26).
Trusting in his own power, Peter failed to watch and pray.
He failed to tremble at GOD'S Word, and so he fell and fell terribly,
child of GOD though he was. We need to be " in the fear of the
LORD all the day long." "Happy is the man that feareth alway "

",

The Gospel Magazine

49

(Prov. xxiii. 17; xxviii. 14). There is no sin which a believer
is not capable of doing, unless GOD in mercy upholds and keeps
him.
3. Thirdly, GOD'S people need to take heed by watching and prayer.
Our LORD says, "Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is" (Mark xiii. 33). We are bidden to be
diligent that we may be found of Him in peace when He comes,
without spot and blameless. Our constant aim and desire should
be that we may walk in the fear of the LORD and in the comfort
of the HOLY GHOST. But temptation to sin comes from an
quarters and in unexpected ways. We are never safe from its
assaults in some form or other. We can never afford to be off
our guard.
Watchfulness and prayer are at all times necessary. We are
in constant peril from the world, the flesh, and the devil. Peter,
who had himself fallen grievously, warns us of our peril. He says,
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom
resist steadfast in the faith" (1 Peter v. 8, 9). Paul says, " Let us
not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober" (1 Thess.
v. 6).
We need also to give ourselves to prayer. Our LORD specially
warned Peter of the need of this when He said, "Watch ye and
pray, lest ye enter into temptation." The LORD'S people may
become slack in prayer. They may retire late, and consequently
rise too late for more than a brief hurried prayer ere they begin
their daily duties, or rush off to catch their bus or train. This
is disastrous for their spiritual ·prosperity. They cannot thrive
spiritually or be proof against temptations to fall, unless they
regularly give themselves time, calmly and quietly to wait upon
the LORD. Whatever Modernists may say, we believe the inspired
Word which says, "They that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength." "He giveth power to the faint; and to them
that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa. xl. 29-31). We
all get faint and weary, and only the LORD can give us power and
strength and courage to stand against the world, the flesh, and the
devil "Praying always" should be the characteristic of every
member of the LORD'S family. In the early morning, often during
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the day, and at night they need to be constantly looking up to
GOD for strength, for guidance, for blessing, and for His keeping
power. "Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving" (Col. iv. 2).
4. Fourthly, GoD'S people need to take heed by reading and
meditating on GOD'S Word.
In view of the principalities and powers against which we
wrestle, we are not only bidden to pray always "with all prayer
and supplication in the SPIRIT," but we are told to "take the
Sword of the SPIRIT, which is the Word of GOD."
Constant reading and prayerful meditation of the Word of GOD
is a great help in preserving us from falling. The LORD said to
Joshua, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night; that thou rnayest
observe to do according to all that is written therein" (Joshua i. 8).
The Psalmist said, "Thy Word have I hid in !nine heart, that I
mlight not sin against Thee," i.e., that I might not fall (Ps. cxix. 11).
Are we really like the godly man spoken of in the first Psalm ~
" His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night." Do we meditate ~ Do we prayerfully
meditate 1 Or do we hastily read a few verses and offer a hurried
prayer and then go about our business ~
We cannot thrive spiritually unless we give time to the serious
use of what are called the means of grace.
5. The exercise of faith is needed if we are to take heed against
falling.
"Have faith in GOD," our LORD says, if we are to overcome
mountains of difficulty. "Taking the shield of faith, ' the apostle
says, "wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked." "This is the victory which overcometh the
world," says John, "even our faith" (Epb. vi. 16; 1 John v. 4).
Our foes are indeed numerous and mighty, but our GOD is mightier.
Therefore, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living GOD" (Heb.
iii. 12). Call to mind the words of the apostle, "If GOD be for
us, who can be against us ~ "
By all means let us abandon all faith in ourselves, but let us
pray that we may ever be enabled to have faith-unfaltering,
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unwavering faith-in our living a.nd omnipotent GOD. Falling
and faith do not go together. "By faith ye stand" (2 Cor. i. 24).
"Thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear" (Rom.
xi. 20). Only GOD can keep thee. Therefore look to Him for His
keeping and upholding power.
6. Lastly, GOD'S people need to take heed agaimt falling into
error.
" Take heed that no man deceive you" (Matt. xxiv. 4). You
are in danger of being deceived by the false teachers that abound.
"Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the
leaven of Herod" (Mark viii. 15). False doctrine, sacerdotal and
modernistic, abounds. It is everywhere. "Ye therefore, beloved,
seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being
led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness" (2 Peter iii. 17).
" Beware of false prophets"; "Beware of men"; "Beware of
dogs"; "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after CHRIST" (Matt. vii. 15; x. 17; Phil. iii. 2 ;
Col. ii. 8).
We need to take heed what we hear, and take heed how we hear.
We need not be discourteous, but we are bound to beware of
those who "by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple" (Rom. xvi. 17, 18).
Knowing our own weakness and helplessness to stand against
error and against sin, we need to walk very humbly before GoD,
looking up to Him continually for His upholding grace. "Hold
Thou me up, and I shall be s~fe: and I will have respect unto
Thy statutes continually" (Ps. cxix. 117).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
"THE angels and Christ ask her, 'Woman, why weepest thou? What
ails thee? Radst thou not good company here, having the disciples,
the angels, and the gardener?' But she says, 'They have taken
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him, that I may
take Him away.' 'A fig for them all ! ' would she say, ' since I want
Christ.' "-Rutherford.
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THE SANCTIFYING OPERATIONS OF THE SPIRIT.
"Chosen . . . to salvation through sanctification 0/ the Spirit and
belie/ 0/ the truth."-2 THESSALONIANS ii. 13.
THE sanctification of God's people may rightly be attributed to
the Three Persons in the Trinity. The people of God were sanctified by God the Father before the foundation of the world. He
chose them in Christ in eternal times, and thus in His purpose
He sanctified, or set them apart, to be the objects of His saving
mercy. They were chosen in Christ that they should be holy and
without blame before God. (See Eph. i. 4.)
To Jeremiah the Lord said, "Before I formed thee in the belly
1- knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet lmto the nations "
(Jer. i. 5). The Apostle Paul, too, was sanctified or set apart
in the Divine purpose before he was born. "God," he says,
"separated me from my mother's womb" (Gal. i. 15).
Sanctification is attributed also to God the Son. "Wherefore
Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His Own blood,
suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12). Christ's blood by its
cleansing operations sets God's people apart from the uncleansed
and the unforgiven. Thus are they "sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Heb. x. 10).
He "loved the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it" (Eph. v. 25, 26).
All the blessings of redemption, however, procured by the
obedience unto death of Christ, and purposed by the Father to be
experienced and enjoyed by the Church, are communicated to
each member of Christ's mystical body by the Holy Spirit. The
blessings for which God's people are chosen by the Father are
ultimately enjoyed by them "through sanctification 0/ the Spirit"
(1 Peter i. 2). The Father's choice of them to salvation takes
effect" through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth"
(2 Thess. ii. 13).
Sanctification is, therefore, largely associated with the operations
of the Holy Spirit. A true child of God can say, "I believe in
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God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth me and all the elect people
of God."
It is important, however, to have clear Scriptural ideas of the
meaning of sanctification. There seems to be a tendency in some
quarters to regard sanctification as a blessing which is obtained
through faith at a time subsequent to conversion. It has been
suggested, too, that whereas justification by faith was the doctrine
prominent amongst the Reformers in the sixteenth century,
sanctification by faith is the doctrine which was prominent in the
nineteenth century, and this latter view was attributed to what
has been called the Holiness Movement.
The first suggestion seems to us to do a great injustice to the
Reformers. Anyone carefully reading the prayers in the English
Prayer Book must be convinced that the English Reformers
attached great importance to a holy and godly life. Take such
petitions as the following: "Grant, 0 most merciful Father, for
His sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober
life, to the glory of Thy Name"; "Grant that this day we fall
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all
our doings may be ordered by Thy governance, to do always that
is righteous in Thy sight."
With regard to the doctrine of "sanctification by faith," the
question arises, is it a Scriptural expression ~ The passage in
which the words occur (Acts xxvi. 18) should, we believe, more
rightly be explained quite differently from what it is often understood to mean. The words, we believe, mean that those who are
turned from darkness to light receive two blessings by faith in
Ohrist. First, they receive" remission of sins," and secondly they
receive" inheritance among them which are sanctified." Sanctification in its primary meaning is bestowed independently of any
faith on our part. It is that blessing of regeneration produced
by the Holy Ghost in a dead sinner who, until he is regenerated,
is incapable of faith. Faith in Christ is the outcome of being
born of God, not the cause of the new birth (1 John v. 1). Not
until the sinner is quickened is he capable of exercising faith at
all. Eternal life will ultimately be the portion of those who have
faith in Christ, but spiritual life, the life of one who has been
:regenerated by the Spirit, must precede faith. It follows that the
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sanctifying operation of the Spirit, by which those dead in trespasses and sins are quickened and regenerated, is a sovereign and
gracious act of the Holy Ghost, independently of the faith of the
dead in sin. In the primary meaning of the word we believe it
is unscriptural to speak of " sanctification or holiness by faith."
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " After all, the precise phrase,
'sanctified by faith,' is only found once in the New Testament.
The Lord Jesus said to Saul, 'I send thee, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in Me.' Yet even there I agree with Alford, that
'by faith' belongs to the whole sentence, and must not be tied
to the word' sanctified.' The true sense is, 'that by faith in Me
they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them
that are sanctified.' (Compare Acts xxvi. 18 with Acts xx. 32.) "
(Holiness: Its Nature, Etc., by Bishop J. C. Ryle, pp. xii., xiii.)
Dr. David Brown evidently concurs in this interpretation when
he says, " It will be observed that faith is here made the instrument
of salvation at once in its first stage, 'forgiveness of sins,' and in
its last, admission to the home of the sanctified; and that the
faith which introduces the soul to all this is emphatically declared
by the glorified Redeemer to be a faith resting upon Himself'Faith, even that which is in Me.''' Again, he says, "It is by
faith in the Lord Jesus alone-' faith that is in Me '-that men
, obtain forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them that are
sanctified.''' (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown's Oommentary, The
Acts, pp. 174, 177.)
Dr. Gill on Acts xxvi. 18 says, "For the phrase 'by fa1'th that
is in Me,' is not to be connected with the word 'sanctified,' but
with the word 'receive,' in the preceding clause; and has respect
to both benefits, which it receives from Christ."
Thus the doctrine of "holiness by faith" appears to be built
on a false exegesis of one passage of Scripture.
1. Now let us notice that all spiritual blessings are due to the
sanctifying operations of the Spirit.
Until He operates we are dead in trespasses and sins. We are
without Christ, without hope and without God. We are destitute
of spiritual life, and we fulfil the desires of the flesh and of the
mind, and are by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
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But a time comes in the history of the chosen objects of God's
mercy when He, because of His great love to them, quickens
them and saves them by His grace. He operates upon them in
such a way that they" are created in Christ Jesus unto good
works." (See Eph. ii. 1-12.) This mighty change is brought
about through His Spirit. "According to His mercy He saved
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
which He shed (pOU1'ed) on us abundantly throttgh Jesus Christ our
Saviour." The result is we are "justified by His grace" and
" made heirs according to the hope of eternal life " (Titus iii. 5-7).
These great blessings are attributed to the pouring out of the
Holy Ghost upon God's chosen people.
So in 2 Tbessalonians ii. 13 God's choice of His people takes
effect "through sanctification of the Spirit." The final result is
that they "obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess.
ii. 14).
So God's election of His people " unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ" takes effect " through sanctification
of the Spirit," and the final result is " an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (1 Peter i. 2-4). This
is further emphasized by the Apostle Paul in his words to the saints
at Corinth. They had all been sunk in sin. They had been guilty
more or less of fornication, idolatry, adultery, theft, covetousness,
drunkenness, and extortion. If left in this awful condition they
would have been excluded for ever from inheriting the kingdom
of God. But a mighty change had taken place, through infinite
and Divine grace, and the apostle was able to say to them, " But
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor.
vi. 9-11). By the operation of the Spirit they had been washed,
sanctified, and justified, and hence they were certain to be glorified;
for" whom He justified, them He also glorified."
2. Secondly, let us notice that sanctification, equally with justification, is fully and equally experienced by all God's regenerated
people.
It seems to be held in some quarters that a sinner may be
justified and not sanctified, or that his sanctification is only partial
and needs to be entire and full. Or the word "consecration" is
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used, and it is suggested that some are consecrated Christians
and other Christians are not consecrated, or are not fully consecrated. Bishop Ryle says that "modern teachers . . . tell us
that professing Christians are of three sorts-the unconverted, the
converted, and the partakers of the 'higher life' of complete
consecration," and he adds, "I doubt, indeed, whether we have
any warrant for saying that a man can possibly be converted without being consecrated to God. . . . If he was not consecrated to
God in the very day that he was converted and born again, I do
not know what conversion means." (Holiness: Its Nature, Etc.,
pp. xxiii, xxiv.)
In this connection it should be noted as a remarkable fact that
the word "consecration" does not occur in the New Testament,
and that the word "consecrated" only occurs twice, and then
it is not used in connection with the sanctification of a sinner.
(See Heb. vii. 28; x. 20.) This fact should surely make us pause
in teaching that believers need to "pass by one enormous step
into a state of entire consecration." When we come to the plain
declarations of Scripture, it becomes evident that all believers are
both sanctified and justified, and that they are all equally sanctified
and equally justified. Believers in apostolic times were no doubt
much the same as believers in our own time. They varied in
knowledge, spiritual ripeness, and spiritual fruitfulness. There
was much that was imperfect in the spiritual state of the members
of the Church at Corinth. The apostle had to tell them that they
were characterized by " envying and strife and divisions ' (1 Cor.
iii.3). Yet he said of them all without exception, " Ye are wa<lhed,
ye are sanctified, ye are justified)' (1 Cor. vi. 11). He addressed
his letter" to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus" (1 Cor. i. 2).
Sanctification, whatever it means, was not a blessing to be experienced at some future date following their justification. It was a
blessing then enjoyed. They were sanctified when he wrote to
them, and they were as much sanctified as they were justified. In
the primary meaning of the term this was true. This we suggest
is the uniform teaching of the New Testament. Note the following uniform declarations:" All them which are sanctified" (Acts xx. 32).
"Them which are sanctified" (Acts xxvi. 18).
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"Them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus" (1 Cor. i. 2).
" Ye are sanctified" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
" They who are sanctified" (Heb. ii. 11).
"By the which will we are sanctified" (Heb. x. 10).
"Them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14).
This leads us to notice the
PRECISE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION.

Both in the Old Testament and in the New, the verb "to
sanctify" means to separate, to set apart. Thus the seventh day
WaB "sanctified," or set apart, from all other days (Gen. ii. 3).
The Jewish priests were sanctified, or set apart, to minister unto
the Lord (Exod. xxviii. 41).
The tabernacle and its furniture were sanctified, or set apart,
for the Lord's service (Exod. xl. 9-13).
The people of Israel were a holy, sanctified, separated, or set
apart, people unto the Lord (Deut. vii. 6; xiv. 2, 21).
In like manner the spiritual Israel are all a sanctified, a holy,
a separate, a set apart people unto the Lord. They are the spiritual
temple of God, and" the temple of God is holy," that is, set apart,
or sanctified. (See 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17.) All the regenerated people
of God are (not shall be) "a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation" (1 Peter ii. 9).
In like manner they are all saints, holy or sanctified ones, set
apart from the world. They have not to wait till the Pope
canonizes them, and places them in the company of canonized
saints, hundreds of years after they have died. They are saints
now.
The words "saint" and "holy" are the same word in the
Greek of the New Testament. The word thus translated" saint"
means set apart, sanctified, and it is applied to all believers without exception. All who are regenerated by the Holy Ghost are
saints or sanctified persons. We need to insist strongly on this
great truth. Scripture knows nothing of confining the term
" saint" to the apostles or to persons whom the Church of Rome
canolizes.
We never read in Scripture of" Saint" Paul, ., Saint" Peter, or
" Saint" John. The use of such a title suggests that the apostles
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may rightly be called saintB, but not 80 ordinary Christians. When
we examine the New Testament we find that, however believers
might differ from one another in spiritual knowledge, spiritual
giftB, or spiritual fruit, they were all called "saints," or sanctified
ones. Hence all were sanctified. Ananias in reference to the
persecution of God's people by Saul said, "Lord, I have heard
. . . how much evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem"
(Acts ix. 13). Paul speaks of "the poor saints which are at
Jerusalem" (Rom. xv. 26). He speaks of "all the Churches of
the saints" (1 Cor. xiv. 33). He addressed his second Epistle to
the Corinthians "to the Church of God which is at Corinth, with
all the saints which are in all Achaia" (2 Cor. i. 1). He speaks of
"the saints which are at Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ"
(Eph. i. 1).
Sometimes one believer is singled out hy another and it is said,
"he or she is a saint," as though saintship were confined to a
select class of Christians. This is wholly unscriptural. We need
to insist on the great Bible truth that all believers are the saint
of God. All have been sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
If it be asked when this sanctification is experienced, we answer,
when the sinner experiences the regenerating power of the Holy
Ghost. Then he, who up to that time was dead in sin, is quickened
and made spiritually alive. Thus he is separated, set apart from
the spiritually dead. Then being conscious of sin and being led
to trust in the meritB of Christ, he is justified and cleansed.
He is thus set apart from the unforgiven and from tho e s ill
under condemnation. In other words, the effectual call of a sinner
separates or sets him apart from the world, and brings him out
of the broad way into the narrow. Henceforth he is a new creature
in Christ. He sings the new song, and lives a new life. He is
sanctified. He is holy unto the Lord.
" Every believer," says the late Robert Brown, of Scarborough,
" therefore, has not only been justified; but he has likewise been
sanctified, and has been 'made meet to be a partaker of the
inheritance of the saints in light'" (Col. i. 12).
Robert Traill says, "Sanctification is the same with regeneration; the same with the renovation of the whole man." Again,
he says, "Never a man is justified but he is also sanctified; and
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never a man is sanctified but he is also justified; all the elect
of God, all the redeemed, have both these blessings passing upon
them." (Quoted by Bishop Ryle, Holiness: Its Nature, Etc.,
pp. 460, 462.)
Principal J ames Willoughby says, "To be 'sanctified' is to be
, set apart from a common to a sacred use.' The Holy Spirit enters
the blood-bought soul, implants within it a new, holy nature,
and in this way sets apart that soul from the service of sin to
the service of God."
We may here conveniently introduce a quotation from the late
Dr. Adolph Saphir. He says, "The idea of holiness, as I have
often had occasion to remark, is a twofold one. The first, the
fundamental, the primary idea, is that which God in His election
separates unto Himself. The second idea, which is merely derivative,' although special and precious, is the idea of purity-that
which He has separated unto Himself is to consider itself separated
from sin, and from the world, and from all ungodliness. . . .
Precious as this idea is (i.e., the idea of purity), to present this
separate from the primary idea brings us back into the flesh and
to the law, and to that which is in contradi'ltinction to all the
doctrines of grace. And so it came to pass that people spoke
about a very holy man. Could you imagine the Apostle Paul, or
the Apostle John, saying, 'very holy' 1 They could not say it.
The expression' very holy' is an absurdity, for in holiness there
is no degree. We are separated unto God by Himself. There are
degrees of our faithfulness; there are degrees of our diligence;
there are degrees of our attainments; but in holiness there is no
gradation. Likewise is it an utterly unbiblical idea to speak of
, Saint' Paul or 'Saint' John, as if the other believers were not
saints. Likewise are there no holy places any more: 'where two
or three are gathered togethered in My Name I will be in the
midst of them' while they are gathered together; but when they
are not gathered together, there is nothing in the place whatever.
The only holy place that we have is the heavenly sanctuary,
where Christ is at the right hand of God." (Divine Unity of
Scripture, pp. 294, 295.)
3. Thirdly, let us notice that the sanctifying work of the Holy
Ghost always issues in a more or less practically holy life.
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The Lord's sanctified people" have put on the new man, which
is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him "
(Col. iii. 10). The new man" is created in righteousness and true
holiness" (Eph. iv. 24). Believers are new creatures in Christ
Jesus. They have new hearts. They have new natures. These
natures are created in righteousness and holiness of truth. In
other words, they are born again, and have thus been sanctified
or set apart by the Spirit for the service of God. They have,
so to speak, put off the old man and they have put on the new.
In actual fact, the old man or the old nature, is still there, and
will remain there until the end. Hence there is a continual conflict between the old nature and the new, but the constant aim
of the believer is to walk in newness of life. To enable him to
do this, the Holy Ghost Himself has taken up His abode in his
heart. The Spirit of God graciously dwells within His people.
(See Rom. viii. 9, 10; 1 Cor. iii. 16.)
His indwelling presence secures holy fruit in the life of each
believer. He has united them to Christ (1 Cor. xii. 13). They
are in living union with Christ, as the branches are vitally connected with the vine.
Dwelling thus in vital union with Him, they bring forth much
fruit (John xv. 5). Note that abiding in Christ is not merely
trusting in Him. It describes vital union with Him, comparable
to the union of the branch to the vine. This abiding or dwelling
in Christ is a permanent experience, and fruit more or less is
always the result. Christ dwells in His people by His Spirit, and
the result of the Spirit's indwelling presence is the cluster of fruit
mentioned in the Epistle to the Galatians (chapter v. 22, 23). In
greater or less degree there is always fruit in the lives of the sanctified ones. It is only branches of the vine in mere outward profession
which are fruitless (John xv. 2, 6).
But it must be owned that some believers are more fruitful in
the graces of the Spirit than others. This is accounted for by the
partial failure to use Divinely-appointed means.
One important means is reading and prayerfully meditating in
the Word of God. In order that Joshua might observe the Divine
precepts he was to meditate in God's Word day and night (Joshua
i. 8). The man who walks in holy separation from the world is .
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one who delights in the law of the Lord, "and in His law doth
he meditate day and .night." Such a man "bringeth forth his
fruit in his season" (Ps. i. 1-3). "Thy Word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against Thee" (Ps. cxix. 11).
Another important means is prayer. "Praying always" is
enjoined in view of the conflict with evil (Eph. vi. 18). We need
to be strong in the Lord, and it is they that wait upon the Lord
who renew their strength. "Watch and pray," says our Lord,
"that ye enter not into temptation" (Matt. xxvi. 41). The
exercise of faith in God will naturally accompany such prayer,
and the need will be felt for reliance upon the Spirit's power, if
we are to be fruitful in every good word and work. (See 1 John
v. 4; Rom. viii. 13; Ga:l. v. 16, 17.)
Along with these we need to use regularly the public means of
grace on each Lord's day.
We believe that it is the failure to use these means fully that
accounts for the coldness, lukewarmness, worldliness, and lack of
spiritual fruit which markedly characterizes many real children of
God. We live in such a rush, and are so occupied with the things
of the world, that we fail to give regular time to prayer and
meditation. Bad habits are formed of late retiring and late rising.
The result is that the Bible, if read in the morning at all, is read
hurriedly, and prayer is hurried and short. The newspaper crowds
out the Word of God and prayer to a large extent. Even the
Lord's day is not occupied as much as it ought to be in such
reading, meditation, and prayer, as are really helpful for the
manifestation of spiritual fruit. In the language of J ames we
would humbly say to ourselves and to our readers, " These things
ought not so to be" (James iii. 10).
To bear holy and abundant fruit should be the constant aim
and prayer of all God's people. The Apostle Paul prayed for the
Thessalonian saints, " The very God of peace sanctify you wholly"
(1 Thess. v. 23). They were already sanctified. This prayer we
believe has reference to the prcwtical outcome of their sanctification.
May God prcwtically sanctify you! May holy fruit be constantly
manifested in your lives! Not that they would ever be sinless in
this life, but their aim should be to sin not. (See 1 John ii. 1.)
The people of Israel were already, through God's separating
5
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grace, "An holy people unto the Lord" (Deut. vii. 6). Yet the
Lord exhorted them to be holy, that is, He exhorted them to
give practical evidence of their holiness. (See Lev. xx. 24--26.)
In like manner the spiritual Israel are already" an holy nation,"
yet the apostle says, "He which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Peter i. 15; ii. 9).
That is to say, they were, in the power of the Spirit, to seek daily
to be practically holy. So although we " have put of} the old man
with his deeds," we are practically to put him off by putting away
the sins of the flesh. (Compare Col. iii. 9, 10, 12, with Eph. iv. 22
to 25.)
In conclusion, we would point out that as the old nature continues to remain in us, and as it never improves, but alway
lusteth against the Spirit, and is never subject to the law of God,
it follows that conflict will continue to the end, and we can never
afford to put our sword into its scabbard, or cease to watch and
pray. (See Gal. v. 17; Rom. viii. 7.)
But however much we have to mourn over our failures and sins, we
are always warranted, through infinite grace, to "give thank
unto the Father, Which HATH MADE US MEET to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12).
Beware of the doctrine which says we gradually become more
and more meet for the inheritance. The inspired apostle says that
God "HATH MADE US MEET FOR THE INHERITANCE." Let us
rejoice in this grand assurance.
THE EDITOR.

RUTHERFORD AND FREE-WILL.
" THEY never knew Christ's help well who put man in such a tutor's
hand as free-will, to be kept by it; who say that Christ has acquired
salvation to all, and when He has acquired it He puts it in the hand of
free-will to be disposed of as it pleases, to keep or not to keep it. This
is to make Christ a fool merchant, and not to take account whether
it be misspent or not; but Christ is not so. He knows what shall
become of all whom He has bought. . . . It is the happiness of the
poor soul to depend upon Christ and upon free grace. . . . The
happiness of the lost weak sheep depends on a good shepherd to seek
it in again, and to keep it from the enemies thereof. . . . The happiness
of lost and perishing souls depend on this, to trust to Christ and His
strength for their salvation, and not to such a changing tutor as their
free-will is."-(Quaint Sermons, p. 75.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage."PSALM cxix. 54.
THE Psalmist here speaks of his life, made up as it was of many
vicissitudes, from the boyhood of caring for his father's sheep, to the
days when he was hunted" as a partridge upon the mountains" and
hiding in caves and holes of the earth from his enemy King Saul;
and subsequently to his sitting upon the throne and ruling the children
of Israel with the rod of love and gentleness. He speaks of all this, his
wonderful, though chequered life, as days" in the house of my pilgrimage." Truly to David, as to every other saint of God, life was a
pilgrimage, and he was as a stranger and pilgrim upon earth. In
considering the word, I had the interest to look up in the dictionary
as to how the word pilgrim was described and found it thus. Pilgrima wanderer to a distance to visit a holy place; and in Dr. Bullinger's
Lexicon, a resident, a sojourner in a strange place away from one's own
people. (1 Peter i. 1.) This is just the language put into the lips of
everyone of God's children on earth who daily expresses the feelings
of his heart in being-" but a stranger here, Heaven is my Home."
With these preliminary thoughts in our minds, beloved readers,
let us look into the subject as given in the Holy Scriptures, and may
the Holy Spirit guide our thoughts and enlighten our minds, to our
soul's profit and to His glory.
There are only two references to the word pilgrim in the Holy
Scriptures, and both these are in the New Testament, whilst we have
three, and only three, references to the word pilgrimage in the Old
Testament.
In Genesis xlvii. 9, we find the ,dear old Patriarch Jacob referring
before Pharaoh to " the days of my pilgrimage," and" the years of the
life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage." And what went to
make up the days of his pilgrimage in Jacob's chequered history every
Bible student is familiar with and touched in reading what Jacob was
and what his God was to him in spite of all.
Then in Exodus vi. 4, we read of the land of Canaan being the
appointed and chosen earthly inheritance of the children of Israel.
Thus spake Jehovah, God Almighty of His people, "I have established my Covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the
land of their pilgrimage." And thirdly, in the words of our text we
have the sweet Psalmist of Israel declaring that the statutes of his
God had been the songs of his delight" in the house of his pilgrimage."
So we have the days, the land and the house of our pilgrimage delineated,
and such is your and my grateful endorsing, fellow heliever, of all these
Scriptures. We, as Zion's citizens, born from above, declare plainly
that we are" strangers and pilgrims," seeking a better country than
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this sin-stained earth, seeking and without any resting here, until we
attain that better and Heavenly Country.
"We've no abiding city here,
"Ve seek a city yet to come."

A city which is eternal, and can never be removed, " a city which hath
foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God." Oh, what peace of
mind and rest of heart this thought brings us as strangers and
pilgrims! We pilgrim here, amidst every thing that is unstable,
unrestful, changing, and shifting.
"Change and decay in all around I see,
Oh Thou Who changest not, abide with me,"

cries out the poor tempest-tossed soul, finding, like Noah's dove, " no
rest for the sole of her foot," other than on the Rock of Ages.
Dear old John Berridge wrote his true experience, which everyone
of Zion's pilgrims echoes. He had once relied upon his vain hope and
rested in a house built upon the shifting sand. But
"Lo, the storm fell, a terrible blast,
With thunder and hail, and down my house cast!
It staggered and cracked, and fell with a shock,
I ran out naked and crept to a Rock."

And when once safely hidden there!

No wonder that he could sing,-

"0 Rock of delights, on Thee may I stand,
And view from Thy height, the promised land!
Thy Strength I would rest on, and with Thee abide.
And build a safe nest, in the cave of Thy Side."

And thus, whilst His pilgrim children find all on earth as fleeting and
changing, yet in God abiding, they cannot but rejoice. With Him
they find" no variableness nor shadow of turning"; no uncertainty,
no contingencies arising, no after-t.b.oughts. He is ever their Jesus,
and immutably the same. He knows His pilgrims. He has l..'nown
them from everlasting. He has seen the names of all His Elect in His
Book of Life and they are had in everlasting remembrance. And
thus it is that in this Time-state they are watched over, cared for,
provided for, and safely preserved in all their wilderness journeyings
and pilgrim days. Their Lord knoweth the days of His upright ones,
their number and the needs which shall arise. He controls all the
circumstances, trials, sorrows, losses, and joys. The day of His pilgrim's birth and the day of his death and every day between those two
momentous days has been the subject of His Sovereign arrangement
and control and provision. How often in His tender compassions
has He changed their mourning into joy, and given beauty for ashes,
and smoothed their rough places, levelled their mountains of difficulties,
and led on softly so that they" endured, seeing Him that was invisible."
How has He made His statutes their delight and the subject of their
grateful songs in the house of their pilgrimage, and drawing thereby,
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their hearts up to Heaven and its blessed certainties, which shall
never pass away. "The Book of God," wrote the saintly Robert
Chapman, "is a store of manna for God's pilgrim children; and we
should see to it that the soul get not sick nor loathe the manna. The
great cause of our neglecting the Scriptures is not want of time, but
want of heart, some idol taking the place of Christ. Satan has been
marvellously wise to entice the people of God away from the Scriptures.
A child of God who neglects the Scriptures cannot make it his business
to please the Lord of glory." May your and my desire increasingly
be, "to give attendance to reading, to exhortation and to doctrine,"
as exhorted by the great Apostle Paul to his son Timothy in the faith
(1 Tim. iv. 13), and thus be enabled also to say with the Psalmist,
" Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage."
Oh! what unspeakable joy of soul they bring to the Spirit-quickened
heart, and what glory the song of gratitude brings to Him Who has so
richly and bountifully provided for His children. Such earnest and
foretaste of Heavenly bounties will indeed promote the attitude of
heart and mind and cause such, like the faith's worthies of Hebrews xi.,
to " confess they are strangers and pilgrims on the earth," while they
" see the promises afar off, and are persuaded of them and embrace
them."
Their attitude of heart and mind is controlled thereby, and
they are constrained to follow the exhortation of Peter who wrote to
his "dearly beloved" "as strangers and pilgrims to abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the soul." There has been ever a rich
provision made by the Covenant God of His pilgrim children, wherein
and under all circumstances of their need, they may hide in safety.
These are the attributes of their God; the precious promises of Him
Who is the Covenant Security of His People and the Yea and Amen
of them all. In His mercy, love, and faithfulness they hope; on His
precious promises they rely; and in His Name there is their high
tower and Rock of defence. Oh! rich provision for a poor bankrupt
people! Sure and certain is all for them. In the midst of every foe
and danger a secret joy sustains them in the midst of all to the contrary.
A something secret sweetens all the other bitter ingredients in their
cup, and having Christ what want they more is the expression of their
hearts, though they be as strangers and exiles here. The eye of the
Lord has been upon them in the land of their sojourning; His Hand
has supplied all their needs according to their day; and His Spirit
has moved in them to teach them how to walk becomingly and to
glorify the God of their salvation as " strangers and pilgrims," thus
declaring that they" seek a better country, that is an Heavenly,"
their rest not being here but in Heaven. We read of that blessed man
of God, Archbishop Leighton saying, that" if he could choose a place
to die in it would be an inn." For as he said, "in such a place, he
thought that a Christian might properly finish his pilgrimage, the
whole world being to him but a large and noisy inn, and he, a wayfarer tarrying in it as short a time as possible, and then hasting away
to His Father's House on High." This desire of that dear
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servant of God was singularly gratified, we are told, since he breathed
away his soul unto his God in the Bell Inn, Warwick Lane. Oh!
beloved reader, may you and I seek more and more grace daily to live
as pilgrims here, and we may humbly expect to die as pilgrims whose
" ho~e has been built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness, ' and with nothing to call our own, but wholly looking unto Him
Who sought us, bought us and kept us for His own. Pilgrims, poor
indeed it may be as regards this world's goods; but rich, indeed, as
inheritors of the promises-and to whom their God has said, " all things
are yours, and ye are Christ's and Christ is God's." Pilgrims of earth,
citizens of Heaven! And of such it is said truly,
"And though the world may think it strange;
They would not with the world exchange."

But to conclude. I shall be forgiven if I say I can scarcely dissociate
this meditation from that Society which is so dear to one's own and
the hearts of most, if not all, our readers. I refer to the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society. And we cannot but think how eminently guided of
their God must have been that small company who founded the Society
in 1807. Had they called it an Aged People's Friend Society what a
different impression would have ever been attached to it! But
Pilgrims gives it at once its sacred signification. Pilgrims, yes God's
pilgrims journeying from earth to Heaven and cast upon their Heavenly
Father's care and providing. "The poor of the flock" who are
entrusted to our care and whom we are called upon to remember and
recognize as always with us. Pilgrims of Zion and under the Eye of
their Heavenly King, Who gives us the rich privilege of ministering
unto such and tending to the necessity of the saints poor in this world's
goods-" money which remains in the family," as a dear servant of
God once remarked.
Moreover, they who are closely associated with the working of this
excellent Society cannot but feel and acknowledge how signally ble sed
and owned of our Covenant God it has been in all its one hundred and
twenty-seven years. When we think of the thousand of" Aaed
Pilgrims" who have been cared for, whose burden of old age and
poverty has been so wonderfully lightened; we cannot but feel that
the gracious eye is upon and His Heart towards the Society which
seeks to honour Him and abide in the Truth of His own Word. As
it has been blessed in the long past, so it is to this day. What a blessed
knitting together of hearts is it that those dear eminent servants of
Christ who bear the burden and responsibility of this Society and the
humblest servant of their Lord and Master can alike testify of the
faithfulness of their Covenant God and that" Thy statutes have been
my songs in the house of my pilgrimage." "The land of their pilgrimage," spake Jehovah of His ancient people of Israel, and thus designating the people of His choice and their journey, through life as under
His peculiar care! Such a God is ours, beloved reader!
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Sermons anlJ Notes of Sermons.
FOUNTAIN.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
/'

" They have forsaken Me, the Fountain of living waters."JEREMIAH ii. 13.
No one familiar with Bible-teaching can doubt that Jesus is here set
forth. He speaks, and adopts the Fountain as fit emblem of Himself.
Faith hears, and hastens to seek improvement. The well is deep ;
the surface only can be slightly touched.
1. A Fountain is pure. Its waters bubble from a bed which no
pollution can approach. Free from infection, they can convey no
injury. Their element is healthiness. The river and the brook may
receive tributary flowings. Thus noxious refuse may defile. Contaminated soil may introduce poison.
Jesus corresponds as the very purity of truth. From His lips and
in His Word no taint of error can find place. His teaching never can
mislead. It comes clear from heaven, and to heaven it clearly guides.
Other teaching may be soiled by countless fallacies. A mis-personated
Christ is often preached. A vitiated Gospel often poisons souls. Man's
misconceptions may adulterate the Word, and thus impure streams
prove deathful to the flock. It is the part of wisdom to seek refreshment from the Fountain of living waters. How can they thrive in
health who turn aside and rather choose a tainted stream ~ They
drink and perish: for the reproach is true, " Ye will not come unto
Me, that ye might have life" (John v. 40).
H. A Fountain is full. Its vast supplies are buried in low depths.
They cannot be drained by human hand or checked by human effort.
They equally defy the summer heat and wintry frost. They are secure
from emptiness. Cisterns may leak and soon be dry. In times of
drought, rivulets and brooks may show exhausted channels. Through
many causes reservoirs may fail. - It is not so with the fountain. It
boasts perennial flowing.
A Fountain ever full is type of Jesus. He is " the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). "It pleased the Father that
in Him should all fulness dwell" (Col. i. 19). He is full of love, with
no beginning and no end; of mercy, which endureth for ever; of
grace, which is co-eval with Himself; of merit, which is as exhaustless
as His Deity; of righteousness, which never can decay; of power,
omnipotent from age to age; of intercession, lasting as His life in
heaven. None can seek Him and fail to find supply at all times. He
is heart to pity; ear to hear; hand to help; might to save. In every
age, in every clime, sinners have drawn near and found a Fountain
always flowing with streams of salvation. He is a Fountain ever
ready and ever full. They who pitch their tents beside deep wells can
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never take up the lament of Jerusalem: "They came to the pits, and
found no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were
ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads" (Jer. xiv. 3).
Ill. A Fountain has cleansing properties. Its pure stream has
beneficial use. Uncleanness appertains to fallen earth. Corruption
is its very atmosphere. Everywhere the leper's cry resounds, "Unclean, unclean." The dwelling, the raiment, and all things around,
require perpetual cleansing. For this the fountain lends its purifying
aid. Let fountains cease, and filth would be earth's poison. There is
no remedy but washing; there is no washing but by water.
Uncleanness is the common type of sin. It defiles the total man.
It renders him loathsome before God and all creation. The foul
tempter is emphatically "the unclean spirit." But the Scripture
points to relief: "In that day there shall be a Fountain opened to the
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for
uncleanness" (Zech. xiii. 1). That Fountain is the blessed Jesus. He,
and He only, can completely purify. His atoning sacrifice removes
iniquity. How precious is the familiar word, " If we walk in the light,
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7).
His meritorious righteousness is the robe in which no accuser can
detect a blemish. Is it not written, "Behold, I have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment" (Zech. ill. 4). His Spirit so elevates the heart, that miry paths
are shunned, and purity is the chosen walk. How teaching is the
scene of Jesus washing His disciples' feet! How solemn is the warning,
" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me !" How blessed is
the response, " Not my feet only, but also my hands and my head"
(John xiii. 8, 9).
IV. A Fountain relieves thirst. To thirst is common to the sons of
earth. Its cravings are extreme distress. The feeling is fomented
by feverish malady, by scorching heat, by laborious work, by countIes
excitements. To this suffering the fountain gives relief. The peasant
drinks and is refreshed for work. The sick man drink and find
repose. The panting hart drinks and flees with fleeter speed. Thu
precious is the fountain's recruiting boon.
Here Christ appears. The warrior in the fight of faith is often faint
and weak. The Saviour brings the refreshing of His presence. Thus
the arms are braced and the combat is renewed. The pilgrim is
exhausted in the heavenward race. Jesus supplies some Gospelcordial. Strength is restored; the feet recover speed. The sick
believer is parched and languid. The Saviour draws near, and
heavenly succour cools the parched spirit. David's sigh is repressed,
" Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" (2 Sam. xxiii. 15). The spiritual
Fountain is ever near. The children of Israel" drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4).
That Rock still follows in full stream. The cry still sounds, " If any
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man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink" (John vii. 37). Woe,
woe to them, who choose rather the insalubrious puddles of this world's
vanity. "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life" (John iv. 13, 14). Thanks
be unto God for the thirst-slaking" Fountain of living waters! "
V. A Fountain fertilizes. Its waters flow not forth in vain. It
sends a trickling stream throughout adjacent lands. Crops rais e
their heads, and verdure robes the fields. Rich is the district in which
fountains abound. Great is the contrast between the watered vale
and the dry mountain-top. Achsah's request was wise: "Thou hast
given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb
gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs" (Josh. xv. 19).
The Gospel here shines forth. The curse which fell upon the soil
of earth fell heaviest on the heart of man: "Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee" (Gen. iii. 18). In Christ Jesus the curse
relaxes into blessing. The promise to the vineyard is precious: "I
the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment" (Isa. xxvii. 3).
Is it not written, " From Me is thy fruit found? " (Hosea xiv. 8). Is
not the believer to be a tree of righteousness, richly laden with luxuriant
fruit, to be holy and pure, even as his great Exemplar! This luxuriance
is the work of Jesus by His Spirit. The living principle can only
come from Him Who is "the Life." If no sap flows, the branches
wither. If no warmth melts, the ice continues hard. Without steam
the engine moves not. If no breeze blows, the sails cannot expand.
The child unfed expires. So without irrigation there can be no fruitfulness. But Jesus is ever ready to revive and fructify. His presence
implants grace, and causes it abundantly to thrive. The believer
thus visited becomes like "a watered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not" (Isa. lviii. 11). "Instead of the thorn
shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting
sign that shall not be cut off " (Isa. Iv. 13). The holiest man on earth
is the happiest; and the holiest -is he who is most watered by " the
Fountain of living waters."
VI. A Fountain is precious. Its value baffies description. Unsearchable are its benefits to animal and vegetable life. All creation joys in
its use, and gives testimony to its wort,h. In lands where wells were
scarce, they were the cause of constant altercation. "Abraham
reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's
servants had violently taken away" (Gen. xxi. 25). Repeated and
angry was the strife between the herdmen of Isaac and of Gerar for
these blessings. If they should fail what misery would ensue! Death
and drought would show grim form.
Here thought quickly flies to Jesus. "Unto you which believe He
is precious" (1 Pet. ii. 7). What mind can grasp, what thought can
conceive, what intellect can measure, what tongue can tell, what
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eloquence can state, what pen can portray, what figure can represent,
the immensity of His preciousness? The Spirit testifies that His
riches are" unsearchable " (Eph. iii. 8). Let earth exhibit its treasures
in multitudinous array, let art bring all her triumphs, let science and
philosophy be ransacked for their noblest works, let all the beauty
which has ever graced this world be gathered into one focus-all is
nothingness, when placed beside the preciousness of Christ. What
is dark night compared with tropic sun! So Christ outshines all
brightness. To descant on this preciousness is a charming task;
but to unfold its fulness is beyond all power. Who can conceive how
precious is Christ's person! He is equal to the Father as touching
His Godhead, and one with man as touching His manhood! Who can
estimate the preciousness of His work on earth, redeeming countless
souls from endless misery, and exalting them to heaven's eternal bliss!
Who can strain sight to gaze on Him on the right hand of the Majesty
on high, ever living as an Advocate to plead, as an Intercessor to obtain
mercy, as a Surety to represent! Who can depict the brightness of
His near return, the glories of the millennial reign, the triumph of the
final surrender of the kingdom unto God! Who can adequately speak
of His love! It" passeth knowledge" (Eph. iii. 19). His enchanting
promises, so exceeding many and precious, have no measure and no
end. He is precious in health and sickness, in every moment of time,
in the hour of death, at the day of judgment, throughout the everrolling days of eternity. Who will not cry, Thanks be unto God for
the precious" Fountain of living waters" !
VII. A Fountain is open. It was early custom to protect by stones
the well's mouth. Laban's sheep could not be watered until the
obstruction was removed (Gen. xxix. 8). Fountains avail not if they
are blocked up. The fountain to be used must be open to approach.
Such is the blessed Jesus. No hindrances bar access to Him. No
flaming sword prevents free passage; all may approach and find Him
open. "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters" (Isa.
Iv. 1). "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. xxii. 17). Invitations and calls are free as the very air of heaven.
The monarch from his throne may come and partake until his soul can
take no more. The poor man from his lowly hut finds equal welcome.
The feeble need no strong arm to roll away all hindrance. To the aged
and the young easy access is allowed. But while He is open to all the
thirsty upon earth, the heart of man is the closed door. Therefore He
cries, " Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear My
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with Me" (Rev. iii. 20).
VIII. A Fountain is generally obvious to view. Unperceived, it can
confer no benefit. Hagar consigns her child to death because she saw
not the near well (Gen. xxi. 19). Thus Jesus is open to all sight. Moses
descending from the mount, puts a veil upon his face. (Exod. xxxiv.
33.) Jesus hides not His lustre. No concealment eludes discovery.
It was not so to the elders of the family of faith. Types taught
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strikingly. Prophecies rolled in majestic flow. Heralds announced the
coming Saviour. But the revelation was not unclouded. The teaching
was not the meridian sun. Obscurity enveloped the clear horizon.
It could not be said, "The darkness is past, and the true light now
shineth" (1 John ii. 8). But Jesus is now manifest, the truth of every
type, the response of all prophetic strains, the consummated fulness of
patriarchal hopes, the substance of all teaching images, the fulfilment
of the vast promises. The inquiry is now superfluous, "Of whom
speaketh the prophet this 1 " (Acts viii. 34). The sigh of Job is causeless, "Oh that I knew where I might find Him!" (Job xxiii. 3).
Prophets and kings desired to see what we may see, and did not see
them. "The Fountain of living waters" is freely opened. Blessed
are the eyes which see, and the hearts which love, this spring so
obviously conspicuous!
But the reproach chides: "Ye have forsaken Me, the Fountain of
living waters, and hewed out for yourselves broken cisterns, that can
hold no water." Can any folly be more foolish 1 Can any madness
be more mad 1 The cry is still heard, " Not this man, but Barabbas "
(John xviii. 40). Men still" love darkness rather than light, because
their deeds are evil" (John iii. 19). The power of darkness tempts
poor blinded men to choose sickness rather than health, the dungeon
rather than a palace, slavery rather than freedom, deformity rather
than beauty, ignorance rather than knowledge, blindness rather than
sight, gloomy forebodings rather than fair prospects, the storm rather
than the haven, things fleeting rather than things eternal, the quicksand rather than the rock, the company of fiends rather than the saints
in light, hell rather than heaven, Satan rather than God. Thus miserable is the choice of those who" forsake the Fountain of living waters,
and hew out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water." From such wilful destruction, Good Lord, deliver us!
CHRIST'S FRIENDSHIP.
" How tenderly Christ speaks of the death of believers. He announces
the fact of Lazarus being dead in language of singular beauty and
gentleness: 'Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.'
"Every true Christian has a Friend in heaven, of almighty power and
boundless love. He is thought of, cared for, provided for, defended
by God's eternal Son. He has an unfailing Protector, Who never
slumbers or sleeps, and watches continually oyer his interests.
" The world may despise him, but he has no cause to be ashamed.
Father and mother even may cast him out, but Christ having once
taken him up will never let him go. He is 'the friend of Christ'
even after he is dead! The friendships of this world are often fairweather friendships, and fail us like summer-dried fountains, when
our need is the sorest; but the friendship of the Son of God is stronger
than death, and goes beyond the grave. The Friend of sinners is a
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother."-(Bishop Ryle's Expository Thoughts on St. John, Vo!. 11, p. 275.)
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ONLY A STRANGER.

ONE Lord's-day morning, a good many years ago, when my "companion in tribulation" and I-returning from the duty, privilege
and joy of the gathering together unto Christ, reached our house
gate-we were accosted by a thick-set elderly man who for the last
little way had been in front of us. He had emerged from a side street
on to the main road. This road during the six days of the week (our
days) was very noisy; on His day, Who is the alone Author of any
righteous peace that is known in the world, the church, or the heart, it
was very quiet, at least until the afternoon, when the first tram
rattled down. The man asked us if we could tell him of any place
where he could find something to eat; he had been preaching at
a small meeting in the district behind, and was due at half-past two
to take the service in a village about four miles off. He did not
know exactly where it was. We all seemed to think that something
was lacking in his friends' arrangements. Had they never heard
that it was not a small matter, but a duty to yield" carnal things"
to one who had ministered spiritual things ~ Possibly, however,
it had been quite a mistake. If we had known more we might have
understood better. We are told to judge nothing before the time,
and perhaps that means that we must not criticize before we have
heard all that is to be said by all parties concerned. We judge before
the time if we think that we may draw conclusions when we have
heard one side only, but as we learn in 1 Corinthians iv. 5, the Lord
knows both sides and all that is unseen, and He judges righteously,
and in due time will deal out accordingly. We took the wanderer
in, set meat before him and he did eat, and went on his way to find
his audience of the afternoon. He would have beguiled a few yards
of the journey if he had sung to the tune "Stella" a verse of
Montgomery's :-

"Strangers and pilgrims here below,
Like all our fathers in their day,
We to the land of promise go,
Lord, in Thine own appointed way;
Still guide, ~llumine, cheer our flight,
In cloud by day, in fire by night."'

What pleased us so much was that it felt-not like an ordinary
day's matter; it felt rather as if we had been living in the Old Te tament, in the stillness and gentleness of things to find a wayfa;ing
man coming in, resting and refreshing himself, and then going on
solitarily into his future. I believe that in the East they still follow
the fashion that ruled in the house of Job. "The stranger did not
lodge in the street" then, but the door was opened to the traveller.
It was blameworthy in the eyes of their father that Jethro's daughters
should have" left the man" and not have brought him in to eat bread.
Moses knew the heart of a stranger truly with his forty years' solitariness in Egypt, his forty years' banishment in Midian, his forty years'
ruling in the wilderness with his refractory flock. They had, thousands
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of them, never known any country but Egypt, yet it was not their
home. Canaan was their home, and Jerusalem, not yet built, was
their city. It was manifest that they were strangers and pilgrims
while wandering in the wilderness, and while fighting their way in a
land not heretofore known. But we might wonder why David should
describe himself and his people still as strangers and sojourners, when
all the land was subdued and at rest, when all his wanderings were
over, and when the assembly was with him in making Solomon king.
"We are strangers before Thee and sojourners," he said (1 Chron.
xxix. 15), " as were all our fathers; our days on earth are as a shadow
and there is none abiding." Jonathan, with his love and hopes and
princely proposals, had fallen on Mount Gilboa; Abner had been
snatched from him; all the mountings and plungings of the 107th
Psalm were his very own experiences; and now, his dearest wish" to
build a house for the Most High" was not to be fulfilled as he prayed;
it was handed over to SQlomon. But" God the same abiding," as
Cowper said, and as David knew; "His praise shall tune my voice,
for while in Him confiding, I cannot but rejoice." David was a
stranger and a sojourner, because he had learned, "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee, and there is none on earth I desire beside Thee."
His flesh and his heart failed; and he died, but God was his portion
for ever.
" Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusalem? " the two disciples asked
the Lord. Indeed, He was a stranger to the rulers; they did not
know Him. The five kings did not know that Abraham was the possessor of Canaan, but Melchisedek the king of Salem knew it, and
brought forth bread and wine and blessed him. And the Lord had
those in Jerusalem who knew Him, and He set His own bread and
wine before them. The poor widow who threw in all that she had
was free in Jerusalem, the city which had its foundation in the holy
mountain when the father of the faithful offered up his all. These
are they that say that they have a better kingdom and an eternal city.
It was the generation to whom Peter wrote, still strangers and pilgrims
and looking for a higher possession. Christ was no more a stranger
to the two as they journeyed, fOF He showed them what Jerusalem
had meant to Him, and what they meant to Him, when He went in
to tarry, though for so short a time.
He is the same still. A dear friend told me that lately, when she
returned in the evening to her mother, her mother said, " The Lord
came to me." It needed no explanation; it was above explanation.
He had been and had left a blessing behind Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.

;.

" CHRIST is the only bolster whereon the wearied soul can rest itself."Rutherford.
" WE must be saints before we die, if we are to be saints afterwards in
glory."-Bishop J. O. Ryle.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RECENT NATIONAL CRISIS.
The Times in its Review of the year 1936, closes an article with the
words, "Thus within the short space of ten months the country
had had three kings, an experience unknown since the fifteenth
century."
It is not our intention to go into details in reference to our recent
solemn experience as a nation, and as an empire. A few general
remarks may, however, be made.
1. There can be no doubt that the recent national trouble would
never have arisen unless sin, in some form, had been behind it. Such
a fact should lead the Lord's people to be more prayerful and watchful
against the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil. While we
should never condone sin in any form, we need to beware of harsh
thoughts against any poor sinner. But for the grace of God we
might all have fallen into the most awful of sins. Only grace has
upheld us. Only grace does uphold us. Only grace will uphold us
to the end. We need always to remember the words, "Let him
that think~th he standeth take heed lest he fall."
In this connection we would say there is grave need to beware of
the theatre, the ball-room, and the cinema, as well as all worldly and
fleshly amusements. "Come out from among them, and be ye
separate'"
2. Secondly, we have great reason to thank God that He graciousl:
delivered the nation and empire from what might have proYed mos
disastrous consequences. In God's gracious providence we had a
Prime Minister at the helm who was the instrument of steering the
nation happily through a time of great danger.
3. Thirdly, we need to beware of being satisfied with wireless
sermons, and with the utterances of leading men in the professing
Church. The great outstanding fact which should cause the Lord's
people to be ashamed and grieved, is the almost total absence of the
Gospel of the grace of God from the sermons of leading men and
others. Many good things may be said, and yet the Gospel may be
conspicuous by its absence.
We do not know positively what the inspired Apostle Paul would
have done if he had been asked to preach on the wireless. Whether
he would have anything to do with such a means of preaching we
cannot positively say. But we may be sure of this that it was his
custom to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. We doubt whether he would have drawn attention with
pleasure to "an instinct of religion and of sound morality in the
common heart." So far from an innate tendency to the Christian
religion being present in the human heart, we think Paul would have
repeated our Lord's words and said, " From within, out of the heart
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
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pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and defile
the man" (Mark vii. 21-23). The word" instinct" means" innate
propensity" or tendency. It must be surely evident that the heart
of man is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. It is
not subject to God's law. It is enmity against God. Its tendency
is only evil. In the flesh there is no good thing.
There is danger, we think, in exalting human nature. Moreover,
is it not plainly contrary to the teaching of our Lord on the new birth
to suggest that we should "seize upon that instinct, to fan it into
a flame "~ That suggestion was made not long ago by a leader in
the professing Church. Surely" that which is born of the flesh is
flesh," and what is needed is not the reformation of the old nature
but the introduction by the Holy Ghost of a new nature. Men need
to be born again. They need new hearts, and they need to be cleansed
from their sins by the precious blood of Christ. They need to be
impressed with the need of repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Things are indeed in a deplorable condition from a spiritual point
of view. God is indeed crowded out from the lives of the majority.
Moral standards are low. But are our leaders conscious of the evils
in the professing Church ~ "'Tis in the Church the leprosy begins,"
and it is there already. Our leading teachers in most of the denominations are either Modernists or Sacerdotalists or both. The Bible is a
descredited book. Its inspiration is denied. Its miracles are repudiated. Its doctrines of sin and atonement are no longer held by large
numbers. It follows that the pure Gospel which alone is the power
of God unto salvation is not believed in, and is not preached. The
doctrines taught by the great Divinely-raised up men whom God
used to bring about the Evangelical Revival are no longer held. It
is suggested that the Articles which enshrine them are only fit for a
museum.
What is needed is that we should by God's mercy get back to the
Word of God and back to the Gospel of His grace. It is through the
foolishness of preaching the old Gospel that God saves them that
believe, and accomplishes the number of His elect. Humiliation
before God seems to be loudly called for. May we individually listen
to the words of the prophet, who says, "Let us search and try our
ways, and turn again to the Lord" (Lam. iii. 40).
4. Lastly, we need to pray more constantly for our rulers and
statesmen. The members of the Royal Family are shut off from
privileges which many of their humble subjects enjoy. Ordinary
people can choose the place of worship which they attend. They can
go and sit under a ministry which nourishes them with pure Gospel
truth. Those in high places are tied by many restrictions and we
need to pray that they may be led into the full blaze of pure Gospel
truth. Let us not forget the late king in our prayers. The Lord is
able to overrule his abdication of the throne for his spiritual and
eternal good.
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REDEMPTION:

By

ITS LIMITATION PARTICULAR.

THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON, SECRETARY OF THE AGED
PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THE witness borne by the Sovereign Grace Union was never more
needed than now, when the abandonment of the distinctive truths
of Holy Scripture proceeds apace. Alliances are in existence and
Federations are projected on bases which omit the things we deem
most precious, and only last week a religious Union, with only a
handful of dissentients, endorsed a proposition for the federation of
all the" Free Churches" of this country. The course of those who
fear God is clear, "Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the
camp, bearing His reproach."
That God has given a people to Christ is the truth which, next
to the revelation of Christ Himself, shines most fully in the Bible,
but it is rejected or ignored by professors, who whether teachers or
taught practically deny concerning" the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own blood," that" all things are for your
sakes."
The redeeming and atoning work of our blessed Lord was determined and defined by His Covenant engagements, in accordance with
which He died to ransom the persons and expiate the sins of His
elect. This is not a speculative question, but a truth of the utmost
moment, for it means that no redeemed soul will be lost and no
expiated sin unforgiven. If salvation were conditional, our Lord's
completed work would be impugned and contrite sinners deprived of
strong consolation. Dr. Owen's words are true-Christ "bore all
the sins of some men, which the Scriptures assert and which we
believe."
" But why limit? Why contract into the narrow circle of bigotry
the love of God?" So says the advocate of general redemption.
William Huntington's Arminian Skeleton, containing the trial and
sentence upon" Universal Charity," is a powerful answer to questions
such as these and is worthy of careful study. In it, he says, "Oh
what a blessed thing it is to be-taught by the Spirit of God, and to
be guided into all truth by Him that never erred. Reader, if thou
lackest wisdom, ask it of God, Who giveth liberally and upbraideth
not."
God's love has limits. Does God love sin 1 Does He love the
Devil and fallen spirits 1 Does not our High Priest say, "I pray
not for the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me, for they
are Thine." The word" world" has its limits also, for when John
tells us "the whole world lieth in wickedness" he does not include
the saints of God, and when the decree of Augustus went forth" that
all the world should be taxed," it meant the Roman Empire.
The boundary line of eternal love divides the Church from the
world and is plain from Genesis to Revelation. "Christ loved the
Church and gave Himself for it," and the saved are those who are
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enrolled in the Lamb's book of life, before all worlds, a people diverse
from the world by choice, calling, and conduct. "Salvation," writes
one of the Puritans, "was first in pnrpose, though the last in execution." The priests of the Sanctuary, described by Ezekiel, are commanded to "teach My people the difference between the holy and
profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean, and in controversy they shall stand in judgment! and they
shall judge it according to My judgments."
Redemption implies previous possession of the property recovered.
In type everything redeemed belonged first to the owner. To make
redemption exceed the limits of election, is to introduce disunion
into the councils of the Trinity and make the work of the Son overlay
the foundation-purpose of the Father and the saving operations of
the Holy Ghost.
Particular redemption alone meets the case of the convinced sinner,
imparts strength to the weak and weary through trials, conflicts, and
temptations, and is a gracious support when all else recedes in the
solemn hour of death. Manifested and applied by the Holy Ghost
it humbles, melts, sanctifies, and the sinners say, "Who loved me
and gave Himself for me."
Nothing but that which is special, personal, particular will meet
the heart-need of one who has a case for Jesus.
Our holy Redeemer's intercessory prayer, in John xvii., is the
Divine unfolding of particular redemption, and read under the operative and revealing power of the Spirit, we see the marks of the redeemed
and their Lord's love to them. The promises and declarations of
the Gospel are always accompanied by the description of those who
have an interest in them. Seven times-the number of perfectionare they declared to be given to our Lord by the Father. I cannot
read the book of life to see if my name be there, but in the Word of
God I read the characters of those who shall be presented" faultless,
before the presence of His glory, with exceeding joy." They believe;
to them is manifested the Name of Jehovah. Have you seen the
beauty of Jesus 1 Have you admired the love of the Father in giving
Him 1 Have you learned His Name: "gracious and longsuffering,
pardoning iniquity and transgression and sin" 1 They are kept.
The Shepherd is responsible for the safety of the sheep. They have
received God's Words, and "they have kept Thy Word." To
Philadelphia it is written, " Thou hast a little strength and hast kept
My Word, and hast not denied My Name"; and, "Thou hast kept
the word of My patience." "Though it tarry, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will not tarry." Dimness and perplexities
affect us; our knowledge is in part; our faith is often feeble, but we
by grace will keep the Word, holding to its verbal inspiration and
blessing God for all that it contains.
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am." Here is the Divine will registered in the heart
of the Father, endorsed by the resurrection of the Son, attested and
6
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sealed by the Spirit, and recorded in the Word. How blessedly
" particular" is all this, "Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus."
Enmity to the doctrines of grace can only be slain by a gracious
giving of a feeling, humbling sense of sin and of the fulness, and
suitability of Christ Jesus as Saviour. At the foot of the cross the
weapons of warfare are buried, and the sinner is enabled by faith
to say, "My Lord and my God."
The late Mr. Walker, Vicar of Wymeswold, Leicestershire, Second
Wrangler at Cambridge in 1847, was a man of the highest intellectual
powers and attainments, but a stranger to the grace of God. He
found a poor old woman in his parish more than a match for him in
Divine things. He wrote, " I was made willing in the day of Christ's
power; I cannot describe all I passed through but this I can say,
God has in mercy taught me, and never do I sing those beautiful
words in the well-known hymn, but I feel my eyes filling with tears
of gratitude to the God of all compassion :" Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God."

So it was with me; so it must be with anyone of them, if ever they
are to know the truth in its power, or to receive the love of the truth
that they may be saved."
Beautiful instance of particular redemption! And, as John Kent
sings :"Ne'er had ye felt the guilt of sin,
Nor sweets of pardoning love,
Unless your worthless names had been
Enrolled to life above."

HOW 6000 PEOPLE SPENT A LORD'S DAY MORNING.
ON ordinary days of the week it is no douht, as a rule, both natural
and laudable for people to assemble to manifest their loyalty to our
King and Queen.
.
On the Lord's Day, however, the King of kings commands His
subjects to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. We read
therefore with sorrow that when our King and Queen were leaving
Sandringham Church on the last Sunday morning in the old year,
after the morning service, they " were cheered by nearly 6000 people
assembled in Sandringham Park." These people had no doubt
assembled from all parts of the neighbourhood, and had for the most
part neglected public worsbip themselves in order to see the King and
Queen. This is but one of many evidences of our national forgetfulness
of God.
We may rightly thank God that our new King and Queen are
honouring the Lord's day, but we cannot do otherwise than deplore
that so many others fail to follow their good example.
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THE WORLD WAITING FOR" A GREAT LEADER."
One of our esteemed readers has sent us a remarkable quotation from
The Statesman of Calcutta. It is a quotation from a leading article
in that paper in its issue of August 17th last. Appearing in a secular
paper the remarks of the writer are very striking. Here they are.
"We have in the Statesman many times said that nothing can now
save the world except a change in the hearts of men, and that since
we are plainly incapable of changing our own hearts (how often do
the practical men remind us tha~ Human Nature does not change 1)
and of getting rid of our greed and selfishness, our belief in the profit
motive, our national rivalries and distrusts, nothing can save us but
a savwur.
" What the world is crying out for is not a great national leader, like
Hitler or Mussolini, but a great leader of humanity, some one who
will overstep all boundaries of nationality, religion and colour, and
will address himself directly to the hearts of all men, to Frenchmen
and Germans, to Japanese and Russians and the British alike, to
Christians and Hindus and Mussulmen.
"In these days of wireless and of quick communications of all
sorts such a world movement is perfectly possible. All that is required
is a human international dynamo comparable in power to such national
dynamos as Hitler and Mussolini. For such a man the world is
waiting, but still he does not appear. And we continue with our
preparations for killing each other on a gigantic scale by the latest
scientific methods for the mass production of death.
"When the ancient world was breaking up such an international
Changer of Hearts appeared. He belonged to a subject race, and His
own people procured His death because He wanted to reform their
religious customs, and refused to lead a national movement against
the Roman Empire. In His lifetime therefore He was a failure, but
after His death He became a world dynamo, and in less than three
hundred years the proud Roman Empire accepted as a God the
malefactor whom a Roman procurator had condemned.
" Since then His influence has. continued to grow, and down the
ages He has subdued and changed many thousands ot individual
hearts. But for humanity as a whole His teaching has proved too
difficult, and in the broad sense it remains true that Christianity has
as yet never been tried.
"To-day by a purely intellectual approach many thinkers are
coming to the conclusion that Christ was the greatest Thinker and
wisest Man humanity has produced, and that if we could attain His
point of view we could solve our economic difficulties. Humanity
would be a friendly family, and if there was a surplus in America
and a shortage in China, America would hasten to make good the
shortage-and vice versa.
" The convinced Christian, therefore, believes that the Saviour of
the world has already arrived, and all that is required is for us to become
Christians. But this does not get over the difficulty that our hearts
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are hard and insensible. We cannot command love, and since we
do not love our neighbours as ourselves-much less people of other
races and languages who are not even our neighbours-we cannot be
Christians. We still therefore need a visible human leader, a Man
who will take us out of ourselves and reinterpret Christianity to the
modern world."
In reading this article we are reminded of passages both in the Old
and New Testaments that the coming of such a leader is predicted.
Without attempting to explain these predictions, concerning which
there are varying interpretations, we set some of them down. Here is
a remarkable prediction which occurs in one of Paul's epistles. "Let
no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first and that MAN OF SIN be revealed,
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God." This same
person is called" that wicked (one) " " whom the Lord shall consume
with the Spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of His coming." This man's coming is " after the working of Satan,
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness." Whoever this person is, the following
points seem to be clear.
1. He is a man who is thoroughly anti-God and anti-Christian.
2. He is one who claims to be God.
3. He is one whose" coming is after the working of Satan."
4. He will exercise great power, and show signs and lying wonders.
5. He will deceive them that perish.
6. He will be displaying his power when the Lord returns from
heaven; for we read, " whom the Lord shall consume with the pirit
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming."
How far this awful man's p'ower will extend the apostle does not
tell us, but we read elsewhere of a beast to whom the devil will giye
"his power, and his seat, and great authority." He will open "his
mouth in blasphemy against God." He" will make war with the
saints," and he will have power" over all kindreds, and tongues and
nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life." This beast and the kings
of the earth will gather together to make war against Christ when He
comes, but they will be overthrown. (See 2 Thess. ii. 3-12; Rev.
xiii. 2, 6-8; xix. 19-21.)
However we explain these Scriptures, it seems abundantly plain
that things are developing towards full-blown Antichristianism. The
Statesman makes reference in its artiCle to " these days of wireless and
of quick communications." Some time ago when meditating on the

The Gospel Magazine

81

solemn teaching of 2 Thessalonians ii., the thought occurred to us that
the day might come when THE MAN OF SIN might, on an appointed
day and at an appointed hour, make use of the wireless to address
the whole world. The thought is solemn in the extreme, yet who
would say that such a thing is not possible and even probable ~ In
any case is there not a loud call to God's true people to beware of
false prophets, and to come out, and be separate from all evil and
worldly principles and associations. We are in daily peril, and we
need to watch and pray increasingly, in view of the march and the
manifestation of evil. Christendom as a whole is getting more and
more leavened with error and worldliness, and the true people of
God need to beware of the evils in the professing Church.

OUR LORD AND THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION.
" OBSERVE, lastly, how our Lord speaks of the doctrine of election.
He says, 'Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you . . . that
ye should go and bring forth fruit.' The choosing here mentioned is
evidently twofold. It includes not only the election to the apostolic
office, which was peculiar to the eleven, but the election to eternal
life, which is the privilege of all believers. To this last 'choosing'
as it specially concerns ourselves, we may profitably direct our attention.
"Election to eternal life is a truth of Scripture which we must
receive humbly, and believe implicitly. Why the Lord Jesus calls
some and does not call others, quickens whom He will, and leaves
others alone in their sins, these are deep things which we cannot
explain. Let it suffice to know that it is a fact. God must begin
the work of grace in a man's heart or else a man will never be saved.
Christ must first choose us and call us by His Spirit, or else we shall
never choose Christ. . . . If saved, we shall certainly trace up the
beginning of our salvation to the choosing grace of Christ. Our song
to all eternity will be that which fell from the lips of Jonah, ' Salvation
is of the Lord' (Jonah ii. 9).
" Election is always to sanctification. Those whom Christ chooses
out of mankind, He chooses not only that they may be saved, but
that they may bear fruit, and fruit that can be seen. All other
election beside this is a mere vain delusion, and a miserable invention
of man. It was the faith and hope and love of the Thessalonians
which made St. Paul say, ' I know your election of God' (1 Thess. i. 4).
Where there is no visible fruit of sanctification, we may be sure there
is no election.
"Armed with such principles as these, we have no cause to be
afraid of the doctrine of election. Like any other truth of the Gospel,
it is liable to be abused and perverted. But to a pious mind, as the
Seventeenth Article of the Church of England truly says, it is a
doctrine' full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort.' "-(Bishop
J. C. Ryle's " Expository Thoughts on St. John," Vol. Ill, pp. 125-127.)
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A "WHOSOEVER WILL GOSPEL."

IN the August issue for 1936 we printed an extract from The Plan of
Salvation, by Prof. Warfield, late of Princeton Theological Seminary.
It was headed "A 'Whosoever will GospeL'" One of our kind
readers was " a little perplexed" by it, and asks us to explain. He
does not give name and address. Usually anonymous letters are
not noticed, but we make an exception with this one.
Our correspondent is evidently sincerely inquiring as to the Scriptural way of preaching the Gospel. We gather from his letter that he
imagines that Prof. Warfield objects to the use of the word" Whosoever" in preaching and this perplexes him.
1. First, we would say that so far as we can remember the words
"whosoever will" only occur once in the New Testament. We read,
" whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17.)
In other places we read" whosoever believeth," " whosoever drinketh "
and" whosoever shall call." (See John iii. 16; iv. 13; Rom. x. 13).
Yet those who talk glibly about a CC whosoever will Gospel" bring
the word c' will" into association with the word "whosoever" wherever the latter word occurs. There is a hymn which says that God
gave His only Son, " That whosoever will believe shall everla ting life
receive." Now the Lord did not say" whosoever will believe," bu
"whosoever believeth." There is danger in adding to the actual
words of Scripture.
2. Secondly, no careful and sound expositor of Scripture objects to
the proper and Scriptural use of the word "whosoever."
·What
Prof. Warfield objects to is "hanging salvation purely on the human
will." "Who," he says, "in this world of death and sin, I do not
merely say will, but can will the good. . . . If the Gospel is to be
committed to the dead wills of sinful men, and there is nothing above
and beyond, who then can be saved ~ "
If all men are dead in trespasses and sins, as the apostle teaches
(Eph. ii. 1), how can they will anything ~ They must first be quickened
and regenerated ere they can realize their sinfulness, and de ire to be
pardoned and saved through the atoning death of Christ. Before
a sinner can trust in Christ's blood and righteousness he must be born
again, and it is plain that just as a man does not will his own natural
birth, so he cannot will and bring about his spiritual birth.
The regenerated are" born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God."
Those who preach what is called a "whosoever will Gospel," teach
that it depends on the dead sinner's will whether or not he is saved.
They say in effect, " God wants to save you, but you must take the first
step. The key of the door is in your hands, and unless you, a dead
sinner, unlock the door, God will not enter in and save you." Now
such teaching ignores the doctrine of human inability. Our Lord
says, " No man can come to Me, except the Father Which bath ent
Me draw him" (John vi. 44), and the apostle says that God \vill bHe
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mercy on whom He will have mercy, so that salvation is not of him
that willeth, but of God that showeth mercy (Rom. ix. 15, 16.)
No man is responsible for bringing about his natural birth, neither
is any man responsible for bringing about his spiritual birth.
We suggest that personal spiritual responsibility can only begin
when personal spiritual life begins. There is a responsibility that is
representative, and there is a responsibility that is personal. Adam
being the head of all his posterity was responsible for his fall, and the
fall of all his posterity in him. We are not, we suggest, personally
responsible for being born spiritually dead, and absolutely helpless
and indisposed to will our own salvation.
" Not willing that any should perish." Our correspondent is also
perplexed about the extract from J. A. Haldane on the above which
appeared in the November issue. The words of the apostle (2 Peter
iii. 9) are that the Lord is " longsuffering to usward," i.e, longsuffering
toward His Own people. He delays His coming because He wishes
that all His people should be gathered in, and that not any of them
should perish. Our correspondent refers us to 1 Timothy ii. 4-6, but the
context shows that the words" will have all men to be saved" refer
to all sorts of men, such as the" all men" of verse 1. Otherwise we
must teach that none will be lost, which is wholly contrary to other
parts of Scripture. Our correspondent says, "How can we proclaim
this message without' the whosoever will Gospel' is my difficulty."
We reply that there is nothing to prevent our telling all to whom we
preach" that whosoever believeth (not will believe) in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." That is eternally true, but it is
not true that a dead sinner has the power to believe. He must first
be quickened, and then the faith by which he believes in Christ does
not originate with himself. It is " the gift of God" (see Eph. ii. 8 ;
PhiI. i. 29). But there is a text which says, "Whosoever will let him
take the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17).
Yes, but we say that until a dead sinner is quickened by the Holy
Ghost he is incapable of willing anything. Dr. Gill, on the words
" whosoever will," says" that is, whoever has a will to Divine and
Spiritual things, wrought in him by God, for no man has such a will of
himself" (PhiI. ii. 13).
========
A SECRET JOY.
IT is a secret joy to find
The task assigned
Beyond our powers.
For thus, if aught
Of good be wrought,
Clearly the praise is His, not ours!
BISHOP FRANK HOUGHTON.
(The above was written in view of Bishop Houghton's appointment
to be Bishop in East Szechwan, China.-EDIToR.)
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THE SIN OF HEARKENING NOT.
" YET ye have not hearkened unto Me, saith the Lord." Thus the
Lord spake unto the people of Judah and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem in the twenty-fifth chapter of the prophecy of Jeremiah.
Though the message which came to them was the word of the Lord
they turned a deaf ear to it. The Lord had taken them to Himself
to be His people, and had promised to be their God. He had chosen
them, loved them, redeemed them, led and fed them in the wilderness,
and planted them in the land which He had promised to give them
for an everlasting inheritance. Yet as a nation they had not hearkened unto Him. They hardened their hearts and rejected the word
which He spake unto them. But are we as a nation better than
they ~ We are not God's chosen nation, it is true, but God ha
blessed us with great privileges. His Word came unto us at the
Reformation, and many listened to it and were saved through its
precious Gospel teachings. Many even now delight in the Word of
God, but are we not as a nation guilty of the sin of hearkening not ~
What is the meaning of the Mass and Mariolatry in the Reformed
Church of England ~ What is the meaning of the denial of the
historical and supernatural events recorded in the Scriptures ~ What
is the meaning of the scarcity of pure Gospel preaching in the Churche
and Chapels of our land ~ What is the meaning of the motor excursions, the golf-playing, the sale of Sunday newspapers on the Lord'
day ~ Is it not that, as a nation, we are turning a deaf ear to the
Word of the Lord ~ We are not hearkening unto Him. Despite all
the Gospel privileges which we have enjoyed since the Reformation,
we decline to listen to the Word of Him to Whom we owe all our
blessings. The Word of the Lord which came to the people of Judah
came to them through inspired prophets. Faithful and godly men
spake unto them the Word of the Lord, yet they hearkened not.
There have been many faithful and holy men in this country who
have faithfully expounded the Word and preached the Gospel of
Divine grace. There are some still left among us. But the truth is
not popular. The multitude "will not endure sound doctrine."
They" turn away their ears from the truth." In other words, they
are guilty of the sin of not hearkening. How solemn it is if faithful
men minister the pure milk of the Word, and yet many of their
hearers hearken not to the Gospel which is " the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth"! The people of Judah were
favoured with the message of the Word of God for a prolonged period,
yet they hearkened not.
In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Jeremiah told them that for threeand-twenty years the Word of the Lord had come to them, yet they
hearkened not. How many there are to-day who have had a faithful
minister planted among them for a lengthened period, but they have
neglected continually the opportunity of hearing his testimony, and
many who have heard it are still dead in sin, and their hearts are
steeled against the truth. They have heard the Word of Life with
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the outward ear, but it has not touched their hearts. They have not
really hearkened to its message. The prophet further declares, " The
Lord hath sent unto you all His servants the prophets, rising early
and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your
ear." Many in our day have heard the Word in their early youth,
in manhood, and in old age, and yet they hearken not. How awful
if at last such should die without hope, without Christ, and without
God. The message which came to Judah was clear and definite.
It was easy to be understood. The prophets spake to them in language
simple and intelligible, and yet the people hearkened not. So far
from doing so, Jehoiakim, the king, cut with his penknife the roll
of the book containing the Divine message and cast it into the fire.
The prophets called the people to turn from their evil ways and" go
not after other gods to serve them and to worship them." Promises
of blessing accompanied their message, yet the people hearkened not.
The Word of God has come to us in simple language. It tells us clearly
of our sinfulness, of the rich provision which God has made for the
eternal salvation and forgiveness of His people. It tells of His dear
Son dying the Just for the unjust, and of free and full forgiveness
to all who trust in His precious blood. Yet men in general are
indifferent to these things. Finally, the people of Judah hearkened
not, although God threatened death, desolation, sorrow, unemployment, and captivity in Babylon for seventy years. The Word of the
Gospel tells of pardon, peace, life, adoption, and final glory for all
who through grace rest by faith on the finished work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. It also tells of judgment to come. It tells of that
eternal death which is the wages of sin. It tells of the wicked going
away into eternal punishment. Yet men hearken not. Oh, how all
this demonstrates the deadness and depravity and inability of the
human heart! Thank God, however, that it is written, "My sheep
hear My voice and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand." Reader, hast thou the marks
of the true sheep of Christ 1

" WHAT a lurking devil this pride is! How soon he takes fire, and
yet hides his head so demurely in the embers, that we do not easily
discover him."-John Berridge.
" LET me tell you, there is not such a pleasant history for you to read
in all the world as the history of your own lives, if you would but sit
down and record to yourselves from the beginning hitherto what God
hath been to you, and done for you; what signal manifestations and
out-breakings of His mercy, faithfulness and love there have been in all
the conditions you have passed through: if your hearts do not melt
before you have gone half through that history, they are hard hearts
indeed."-John Flavel.
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"WITHOUT due observation of the works of providence no praise
can be rendered to God for any of them."-John Flavel.
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THE CREAKING STAIR.
IT was night, and the tall house in the terrace lay wrapped in slumber.
Outside not a sound was to be heard but the gentle sighing of the wind
in the branches of the great copper beech; but inside the house there
was a sharp creaking on the stairs, which made little Frances stir and
wake suddenly. She started up with her heart bumping and a throbbing in her throat; all around her was the darkness of night making
even the familiar room mysterious and solemn. The little brother
at her side slept on peacefully-the two children were together in one
big bed-and Frances felt a little reassured. She knew that the top
step but one outside their door had a way of creaking suddenly for no
reason at all, and she tried to tell herself that that was what had
awakened her; and as a matter of fact it really was just that. But
supposing it was somebody coming up the stairs ~ Someone who
ought not to be there? Burglars were what Frances thought of
first if she woke in the dark; though if she had considered the matter,
she might have known there was nothing of value in the Parsonage
to tempt a burglar. Frances had found out that she often might be
scared in the night, and the next morning she just thought how silly
she had been; and yet it did not prevent her being frightened again
another time! It was the darkness that made all the difference, and
put such a different complexion on things. Frances was still listening
anxiously for sounds of muffied footsteps, when the church clock began
to strike, cheering her at once with its calm mellow chime, one of the
most familiar sounds of her life. It was the hour that was sounding,
and Frances waited eagerly through the quarter and half and three
quarters till the full hour was chimed, and two clear notes pealed out.
Only two o'clock! Why, there was almost the whole night to go through
before it was time to get up; and here she was, wide awake, and surrounded by nothing but the dark. Something must be done, so
Frances betook herself to her uSllal resource in such circumstances;
it was to say the Evening Hymn all through: "Glory to Thee, my
God, this night." She began whispering it to herself at once, and
by the time the last verse was reached, the little girl grew drowsy,
and presently she was lost in sleep.
It says in books (but I find that books are not always right) that
children are never afraid in the dark unless somebody has put it into
their minds; but I think darkness has always made men fear. Darkness in the Bible is always a symbol of sin and evil. When God
created the heavens and the earth, darkness was upon the face of the
deep, and it was only when He called for the light that He saw that
it was good; He never called the darkness good. Darkness was one
of the worst plagues put upon the Egyptians; there was darkness
over all the earth when the Lord Jesus hung on Calvary; and in the
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great day of the Lord we are told that the sun shall be turned into
darkness. People who do not know the Gospel are said to be sitting
in darkness and in the shadow of death, living in lands of darkness,
dark places full of the habitations of cruelty. It seems as if the Bible
regards darkness as a terrible thing, and I am not surprised that little
children should dread it.
One evening long ago the Lord Jesus left His disciples to go back
without Him across the sea of Galilee towards Capernaum, whilst He
returned alone into the mountains, where a little time before He had
been feeding five thousand men on the barley loaves and little fishe
that belonged to a boy in the crowd. And while the men were in the
boat making for Capernaum, a storm arose upon the sea and put them
in great peril. As John tells the story, he describes their plight: "It
was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them." That is just how
it is with so many people to day; as they sail on the sea of life, it is
dark, and Jesus is not come to them. Is that how it is with you, I
wonder ~ It must be dark in your soul if Jesus is not there; for your
sin is like a thick cloud of darkness dividing you from God, and from
all that is good and holy; and nothing but the coming of Jesus can
disperse that darkness. For in Him is no darkness at all; He make
darkness light before Him. The only way by which the Light can
shine in the hearts of poor dark sinners such as we are is by the coming
of the Saviour, Who came to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
DAMARIS.

"THE COMFORTER, WHICH IS THE HOLY GHO T."
(JOHN xiv. 26.)
OH blessed Spirit to whom I owe such unspeakable mercies, let me,
Lord, contemplate Thee this day under this gracious, kind, compassionate office of the Comforter. Thou art indeed the Holy Ghost,
the Comforter. And how mercifully dost Thou sympathize with all
the followers of Jesus in their various afllictions, both of body and
soul. How tenderly dost thou show us our sins, and lead to Jesu'
blood to wash them away. How sweetly dost thou visit, encourage,
strengthen, instruct, lead, and guide into all truth. And how powerfully at times, by Thy sustaining grace, dost Thou enable us to mortify
the deeds of the body, that we may live. Hail, Thou holy, blessed,
almighty Comforter. 0 let Thy visits be continual. Come, Lord,
and abide with me and be with me for ever. Manifest that Thou art
the Sent of the Father, and of the Son, in coming to me in Jesu's
Name, in teaching me of all the precious things concerning Jesus,
and acting as the Remembrancer of Jesus; that in Thee, and by Thy
blessed office-work, I may know, and live in the sweet enjoyment of
fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, through
the influence of Thee, the Holy Ghost.-(Dr. Hawker's "MO'fning
Portion," November 2nd.)
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I heartily thank you for the kind and loving notice
you have written in the January Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
regarding my labours in connection with this Mission to the men of
His Majesty's Forces. May the Lord bless your kind words and grant
that fruit may come as a result. As I was thinking of all the way the
Lord has led me during the past twelve months my eye fell upon these
words in large type, " Go FORWARD," and should the Lord tarry it
will be the greatest blessing that could befall me, if through His grace
and mercy and strength I am enabled to do so for another twelve
months. The need of the mission's work is as constant and urgent as
ever. A distributor writes, " Allow me to most sincerely thank you
for again thinking so kindly of us in forwarding such a generous supply
of reading matter. The most attractive point about your literature
is that we can safely hand same to anyone, knowing full well that
everything within the covers is wholesome and helpful. Apart from
the magazines the other books are undoubtedly the best batch I have
ever received, and our Library and reading rooms will now be the
richer. I feel you must have specially picked these out for us, because
from first to last the consignment is just what I would have picked out
myself. I am sorry that you are so far from well, and you can be
assured of the prayers of us here. It is most pleasing and inspiring
to us who enjoy good health to witness what you are accomplishing
for Christ and His truth. What a lesson we are learning from you.
May God continue to permit strength to thus continue for many
years." A Chaplain writes, "Your letter and the parcels of books
which you so kindly sent have come safely to hand, and I tender to you
my most cordial thanks for this useful contribution. We shall be
happy to place the books at the disposal of the men, and shall do our
best to make careful distribution of the tracts in various appropriate
ways. May many. be influenced for good. My wife joins me in
cordial wishes to you, and may the New Year be one of glad, if quiet,
service for the Master." May God increasingly bless the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE in the coming year.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, January 1st, 1937.

" THOUGH I am possessed of a good vicarage, and some substance
besides, I know of no effectual way to keep me from starving, but by
giving."-John Berridge.
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ROME

IN

REFERENCE TO THE BIBLE AND
LORD'S SUPPER.

THE

THE following references to these subjects appeared in a letter to
The Spectator, Oct. 30tb, 1936, signed by Capt. W. A. PoweU, of
Andover.
Let me give two examples only of Christianity in practice-the
first with regard to the inspiration of all Christian thought and act,ion,
namely, the Bible, and the second with regard to that Service which
all Christians hold most sacred-the Holy Eucharist.
The subjoined examples of the priesthood's attitude towards the
Bible are well authenticated and can be easily verified :POPE PlUS X: "If a Catholic has obtained the Bible inad vertently
he should at once throw it into the fire."-Catholic Faith, p. 10.
CARDINAL WISEMAN: "The prohibition of the reading of the
Scriptures is the stronghold of the Church's unity. Let the faithful
but read the Scriptures and the Government of the Church will tumble
to pieces."-The Use of the Bible, pp. 11 and 12.
POPE CLEMENT XI condemned liberty of Conscience and excommunicated all readers of the Bible.
THE SECRET COUNCIL OF CRIERI (Jesuits): "Then the Bible, tha
serpent which with head erect and eyes flashing fire threatens u with
its venom while it trails along the ground, shall be changed a17ain into
a rod as soon as we are able to seize it . . . for three centuries past
this cruel asp has left us no repose. You well know with what folds
it entwines us and with what fangs it gnaws us."-The Secret Plan in
the Library of the British Museum.
POPE PlUS VII, in a letter to Ignatius, Archbishop of Quesn, Primate
of Poland, dated June 29th, 1816, alarmed at the progress of he Bible
Society in that country, thus writes: "We have been truly hocked
at this most crafty device, by which the very foundations of religion
are undermined."
Why do Christian priests systematically suppress the Bible in thi
manner? Father D'Arcy says: "The primary office of the hurch
is to ensure that its members can learn Christ and practise Hi Commandments." If the Christ of the Gospels and the Christ of the priests
(to which presumably he refers) are one and the same Person, surely
the priests need not be at such pains to suppress the Book in which
His own teaching and the revelations of God which inspired that
teaching appear. What would Christ Himself have said of this suppression of the means of "learning" Him?
The answer is, to my untu~ored mind, because the religious edifice
of Christianity to-day is not built upon a foundation of Biblical Trnth,
but upon, and of, the rubble of religious edifices long since discredited
and demolished. Priests would not be human if they did not, in this
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manner, attempt to discourage study of the volume which points the
accusing finger at them.
Secondly, as regards the Holy Eucharist. I have before me extracts
from an authoritative work, The Explanation of the Holy Mass, by
Father von Cochem. Let me say at once that I respect both his and
his followers' sincerity in believing, as they do, all that it contains.
Even when he affirms that none of the following practices may be
omitted by the priest without sin, when celebrating Mass, I respect
the sincerity of his belief. He says :" The priest signs himself with the sign of the cross sixteen times.
He turns to the people six times. He kisses the altar eight times.
He lifts his eyes to heaven eleven times.
He strikes his breast ten
times. He kneels down ten times. He folds his hands together
twenty-four times. He bows his head twenty-one times. He bows
his shoulders seven times. He bows himself low eight times. He
blesses the altar with the sign of the cross thirty-one times. He lays
his two hands flat on the altar twenty-nine times. He prays with
outstretched hands fourteen times. He prays with hands folded
thirty-six times. He puts his hands folded on the altar seven times.
He puts his left hand alone on the altar nine times. He lays the left
hand on the breast eleven times. He lifts both hands to heaven eight
times. He prays secretly eleven times. He prays aloud thirteen
times. He covers and uncovers the chalice ten times. He goes to and
fro twenty times."
Ignorant heretic though I may be, I cannot help but think that had
Christ, Who certainly instituted none of them, and condemned those who
" think that they shall be heard for their much speaking," would have
been intensely angry had He caught His Disciples performing what
it seems to me are no more than spell-binding tricks. Possibly my
understanding is at fault, but they appear to me to be no more than
the twentieth-century equivalent of those Pharisaical observances,
meticulously carried out, as to ceremonies, dress and ritual, which
Christ anathematized-the vain repetition of prayers, the vain show
of praying in the market places, the tithing of mint and anise, the
washing of cups, the broad phylacteries, etc., while weightier matters,
such as the wanton slaughter of human beings and the appropriation
of vast treasure by the Church, are overlooked.
Too vividly, perhaps, I picture the scene when, a" few days after
the Crucifixion, Christ appeared to the Disciples. But suppose that
He had, on that occasion, found Peter, clad in all the magnificence
of modern vestments, performing such ceremonies as those described
before a high altar surmounted by life-sized graven images of Himself
and His mother. Suppose that He had found an imperishable wafer
substituted for the perishable bread which He had so recently given,
and Peter alone partaking of it, whilst the other Disciples, denied any
participation, prostrated themselves at the far end of the room. That
His anger would have been extreme seems to me to be no frivolous
or unwarrantable assumption.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
CHRISTMAS cheer was provided at the Homes for the Inmates, which
was very much appreciated by the Aged Pilgrims. On December
22nd the pensioners living in our Camberwell Home were entertained
to dinner by the Visiting Ladies, and later, a Social Meeting was held
in which members of the Committee took part.
On January 1st, through the efforts of the Matron of our Hornsey
Rise Home and other friends of the Pilgrims, over 100 Inmates of the
Hornsey Rise and Stamford Hill Homes partook of dinner together
in the Hall at Hornsey Rise, after which several friends gave brief
addresses.
A happy time was also spent by the Inmates of the Brighton Home,
the Inmates being entertained to dinner by the kindness of the Lady
Visitors.
The Committee are grateful for gifts made to the Homes. There are
Benevolent Funds connected with the Homes for the assistance of the
sick and also Coal Funds, and contributions to these funds will be
welcomed.
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WE have received the QUARTERLY RECORD of the Trinitarian Bible
Society. It is a very interesting number. It gives pictures of
the Tyndale Monument at Vilvorde, Belgium, and of the castle
in which he was imprisoned, besides a very interesting account
of the commemoration of his martyrdom, held at Vilvorde, on
October 4th last. The price of the RECORD is 2d., and it may be
had from the T.B.S. Office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, W.e.l.
'vVE have received "THE SACRAMENTS OF CHRIST'S GOSPEL" and
" THE ETIDCS OF CHRIST'S GOSPEL" Both these pampWet are
by John J. Newport. They may be had from the Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. Price Id.
each; by post lid.
WE have received the bound volume of GOSPEL ECHOES for the year
1936. It is attractively got up and profusely illustrated. The
price is one shilling. It may be had from Mr. Clement Wileman,
78, Vivian Avenue, Hendon, London, N.W.4.
WE have received from Messrs. Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars
Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. :A RUSSIAN-GERMAN CONFEDERACY, by Henry Buchanan, pp. 80,
price 6d.
FRISKY, by Frances Cooper, pp. 34, price 6d.
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