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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
. trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

MOSES AND ELIAS APPEARING IN GLORY.

"And, behold, there talked with Him two men, which were Moses
and Elias: who appeared in glory, and spake of His decease
which He~ should accomplish at Jerusalem."-LuKE ix. 30, 3l.
THESE words tell us of some of the remarkable incidents which
took place at our LORD'S Transfiguration. We are told that our
LORD "took Peter and John and J ames, and went up into a
mountain to pray. And as He prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistering."
A remarkable change took place in our LORD'S appearance and in
that of his clothing, so that He became glorious and splendid in
appearance, and we read, "they saw His glory" (verse 32).
Along with this remarkable change in our LORD'S appearance,
'two men, Moses and Elijah, were seen talking with Him. They
,;, appeared in glorY'J" and the subject- of their conversation was
"His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem."
Peter and the other disciples saw this manifestation of heavenly
glory, and "not knowing 'what he said," he proposed that he and
his brother disciples. should make three tabernacles-one' for
CHRIST, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. A cloud, however,
overshadowed them, the symbol, probably, of the Divine presence,
"and there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My
beloved SON: hear Him." "When the voice was past, JESUS
was found alone." . Moses and Elijah had disappeared; and" they
saw no man,-save JESUS only" (Matt. xvii. 8) .
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This wonderful experience was fixed indelibly on the mind of
Peter, so that towards the end of his life he wrote, "We were
eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received from GOD the
FATHER honour and glory, when there came such a voi~e to Him
from the excellent glory, This is My beloved SON, in Whom I am
well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard,
when we were with Him in the holy mount" (2 Peter i. 16-18).
Now let us :fix our attention specially on what is recorded here
of Moses and Elijah.
1. First, let us go back in thought to the record of their disappearance.
Moses first appears in history in the second chapter of the Book
of Exodus. In GOD'S wonderful providence, as a helpless babe
his life was spared, and he was brought up by Pharaoh's daughter.
He became, as a result, " learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,"
and for forty years he was trained in the royal family. The next
forty years of his life was a complete change of experience: he
was a stranger in the land of Midian. The last forty years of his
life were spent mainly in the wilderness.
Called by GOD to the great work of his life, he, led Israel out
of Egypt and led them during their forty years' wandering. (See
Acts vii. 22, 23, 29, 30, 36.)
At last, however, he went up "unto the mountain of Nebo to
the top of Pisgah." There the LORD showed him the land which
He had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then he died
on the mount, and the LORD buried him, "and no man knoweth
of his sepulchre unto this day" (Deut. xxxiv. 1-6).
Thus Moses disappeared from all earthly scenes. "There arose
not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD
knew face to face " (Deut. xxxiv. 10). But his work was done
and the LORD took him. Solemn fact!
Elijah appears suddenly in the seventeenth chapter of the First
Book of Kings. We know nothing of his birth and upbringing.
He stands out prominently as the champion of the true GOD and
and as a man, of prayer.
.
'As a judgment upon the idolatrous nation of Israel he prayed
that it might not rain, "and it rained, not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.:' But" he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit."
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He was only a man like ourselves; yet GOD heard his prayers,
and his case is meant to be an encouragement to the LORD'S people
to believe that" the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much" (James v. 16-18).
But he, too, disappeared, and he disappeared in a remarkable
manner. He and Elisha were walking and talking, and "there
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and -parted them
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven."
In that way the LORD caused him to disappear from the activities.
of his life on earth. (See 2 Kings ii. 1, 11.)
Fifty men sought for him during three days, "but found him
not" (2 Kings ii. 16, 17).
Ever since sin entered, men have appeared, lived, and acted,
and then disappeared.
2. Secpndly, let us take note at the new appearance at Moses and
l?lijah.
.
Moses died about 1480 years before the Transfiguration. Elijah
was taken by a whirlwind into heaven about 926 years before
the Transfiguration. Yet, when our LORD was transfigured,
"there talked with Him two men, which were Moses and Elias."
. It is not true, then, that when men die they are done with.
Death is not extinction. These two remarkable men were still
alive, though nearly fifteen hundred years had elapsed since one
0+ them had died, and over nine hundred years had elapsed since
Elijah had been taken away from earth in a most unusual manner.
Death, then,' does not end all. Abraham, Isaac, and J acob died,
but they were still alive when GqD appeared to Moses at the bush.
GOD then said, " I am the GOD of Abraham, and the GOD of Isaac,
'and the GOD of Jacob." If they had become extinct He would
have said, " I was their GOD when they were on earth," but He said,
" I am their GOD." Why ~ Because He is "not the GOD of the
dead, but of the living." (See Matt. xxii. 31, 32.)
In like manner our LORD and SAVIOUR "died, and rose, and
revived, that He might be LORD both of the dead and liv:ing."
Whether His people live, they live unto the LORD; and whether
they die, they die unto the LORD: whether they live therefore,
or die, they are the LORD'S (Rom. xiv. 8, 9). He is the LORD
of His people whose spirits are absent from the body. They are
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His people still. They are still members of His body, and He
still nourishes and cherishes them. He could not be LORD ,of
- nonentities.
take comfort, ye mourning members of GOD'S family, in
reference to your loved ones who have died in the LORD. "Who
~hall separate us from theJove of CHRIST ~" Tribulation, distress,
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or the sword may issue in
our death, but they do not issue in our 'being separated from the
love of CHRIST. "Neither death nor life . . . shall be able to
separate us from the love of GOD, which,is in CHRIST JESUS our
LORD" (Rom. viii. 35,,38, 39).
But if death meant annihilation there would be nothing of us
for GOD to love. The words of the apostle would bring no comfort.
Death, however, is only the separation of the soul from the body,
not its extinction. If the believer is "absent from the body"
he is "present with the LORD" (2 Cor. v. 8).
When Lazarus died his body, no doubt, was buried, but his
spirit went to be in Abraham's bosom, and he was comforted.
This is only a figurative way of speaking of his blessedness in
heaven. So wp.en the penitent thief died, his spirit on that very
day went to be with CHRIST in Paradise-a name for heaven.
"Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in
Paradise" (Luke xvi. 22; xxiii. 43).
If :9-eath meant annihilation, then CHRIST Himself was annihilated'
when He died. But He rose from the dead and appeared many
times to one or more of His disciples, and on one occasion He
was seen by above five hundred brethren at once (1 Cor. xv. 4-6).
Then after His ascension He was seen by Stephen, Paul, and
John, and "He ever liveth to make intercession for us" (Acts
vii. 55 ; ix. 27; R~v. i. 12, 13, 17, 18; Heb. vii. 25).
All this is intended to comfort the people of GOD as to the
other world.
3. Thirdly, notice the present glory of. Moses and Elias.
We read that they" appeared in glory." There is, no doubt,
a fuller experience of glory for GOD'S departed saints. They are
to be in resurrection glory when the LORD comes. But the present
state of the redeemed in heaven is a glorious and blessed state.
We cannot describe it, nor fully enter into it, but we can be assured
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of it, and take comfort from it. To be with CHRIST is "far
better" than anything down here. The apostle said, "I am in
a !,trait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with
CHRIST; which is far better" (Phil. i. 23).
We may thus take comfort from the great assurance" of the
real heavenly blessedness of all our loved ones who have died 'in
the LORD. The temporary appearance of Moses and Elijah in
glory is doubtless intended to give us a glimpse of the heavenly
glory of all the other saints whom the LORD has taken. An
ancient prayer says, "Make us to be numbered with Thy saints
in glory everlasting." The· present blessedness of departed
believers is the uniform teaching of Scripture, and it is a truth
full of comfort to us who are down here, and a cause of great
thanksgiving to GOD.
4. Fourthly, we do well to note that Moses and Eliiah were
recognized.
The question has no doubt often been asked, "Shall we know
one another in heaven 1" The record of the Transfiguration
"seems to give a clear answer to the question. Peter had never
before seen Moses and Elijah, though he was no doubt familiar
with their history. Here, however, he recognizes them. He said,
" Let us make three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one,for Moses,
and one for Elias." We do not read that our LORD introduced
these Old Testament saints. It seems as if Peter and James and
John knew them by revelation, or at any rate without any special
introduction. The rich man in the Parable saw Abraham afar
off and Lazarus in his bosom, and he knew it was Abraham and
Lazarus whom he saw (Luke xvi. 23-25).
There can be no doubt that all the saints will know one another.
Paul expected to know the Corinthian saints and that they would
know him at the LORD'S coming. Hence they would rejoice in
each other. (See 2 Cor. i. 14; 1 Thess. ii. 19.)
We believe that one of the joys of eternity will be the sight
by degrees of Old and New Testament saints of whom we have read
and of many other saints. whose names. we have read in the
history of the Christian Church. How deeply and intensely interesting it will be to see Adam, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham, Isaac, and
J acob, and Moses, and all the prophets. With what joy shall we
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behold and recognize the apostles and the martyrs of earlier and
later times, and all other saints with whom we have had happy
fellowship in days gone by.
5. Lastly, we should take special notice of the interest which Moses·
and Elias took in CHRIST'S death ..
"There talked with Him two men, which were Moses and Elias :
who appeared in glory, and spake of His decease which He should
accomplish at Jerusalem."
Why should these two saints of GOD talk about CHRIST'S death ~
Surely the answer is that their then glory and their future
resurrection glory were due to His obedience unto death. They
and all the other Old Testament saints were sinners, and without
the shedding of CHRIST'S blood there could be no remission. His
death would have a retrospective as well as a prospective effect
on all the elect people of GOD. "He is the Mediator of the New
Covenant, that by means of death, for the redemption of the
transgressions that were under the first Covenant, they which are
called might receive. the promise of eternal inheritance" (Heb.
ix. 15).
The late Bishop Ryle says, ,,~ It is a grave mistake to suppose
that holy men and women under the Old Testament knew nothing
about the sacrifice which CHRIST was to offer up for the sin of the
world. Their light, no doubt, was far less clear than ours. They
saw things afar off and indistinctly, which we see, as it were,
DIose at hand. But there is not the slightest proof that any Old
Testament saint ever looked to any other satisfaction for sin, but
that which GOD promised to make by sending Messiah. From
Abel downwards the whole company of old believers appear to
have been ever resting on a promised Sacrifice, and a blood of
Almighty efficacy yet to be revealed. From the beginning of the
world there has never been but one foundation of hope and peace
for sinners-the death of an Almighty Mediator between GOD and
man. That foundation is the centre truth of all revealed religion.
It was the subject of which Moses and Elijah were seen speaking
when they appeared in glory. They spoke of the atoning death
of CHRIST." (Expository Thoughts on Luke, Vol. I, pp. 316, 317.)
Thus we are clearly taught that only through CHRIST'S obedience
unto death can any sinner be saved. The great multitude which
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no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people and
tongues, stand before the throne of GOD in heaven because they
have been washed and made white in the blood of the LAMB.
The whole company of the people of GOD glory in the great
fact that CHRIST hath redeemed them to GOD by His blood out
·of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. To Him
Who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, be
glory and dominion for ever and ever.
All God's people from the beginning to the end of time will
never tire of glorying in the atoning blood of their precious
SAVIOUR.
" What theme, my soul, will best employ
Thy harp before thy GOD,
And make all heaven to ring with joy ~
. 'Tis JESUS' precious blood."
./

With Toplady we are ready to say : " Turn then, .my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great HIGH PRIEST
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
N or fear thy banishment from GOD,
Since JESUS died for thee ! "
May He Who loved us, and gave Himself for us, be increasingly
precious to our hearts.
THE EDITOR
Whit'ington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

- I
l'

" PROTESTANTS in these days ~re accustomed to contemplate Romanism, rather in its extremities, than its roots, and to aim only at cutting
off its limbs, instead of taking away its heart, and thus are not ready
to compare with it a system which, though it may have put out comparatively but few of the branches, has yet all the root and life of
Romanism."-Bishop M'Ilvaine.
.
" OH! the power of the text, 'He will fulfil the desire of them that
fear Him.' Yes, the living elect family are full of prayer. Blessed
be the glorious· Lord He did as He has said. 'Bread shall be given
him; his waters shall be sure.' With the gracious provision there was
a blessed season as from the top of the Delectable Mountains. We
were enabled to see the King in His beauty. 'Whom have I in heaven
but Thee ~ , "-One who fears the Lord.
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TROUBLE, PRA.YER, DELIVERANCE.
" Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He delivered
them out 0/ their distresses."-PsALM cvii. 6.

THESE words, with slight variations, occur four times in this Psalm
(see verses 6, 13, 19, 28). They speak of the troubles, the prayers,
and the Divine deliverances of God's people.
The Psalm opens by an exhortation to God's people to give
thanks unto the Lord. "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy." Primarily,
"the redeemed of the Lord" are the people of Israel. Of" the
daughter of Zion" it is said, "They shall call them, The holy
people, The redeemed of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, Sought
out, A city not forsaken". (Isa. lxii. 11, 12). They had been
Divinely redeemed from the bondage of Egypt. Subsequently
they were redeemed from the Babylonian captivity, and no doubt
further redemptive blessings, spiritual and temporal, are in store
for them.
But they are a type of "the Israel of God," "the Church of
God which He hath purchased with His Own blood." Thus this
beautiful Psalm may appropriately be read and pondered in
reference to all who have been redeemed by the precious blood
of Christ. In a variety of ways trouble comes to them, but when
they cry unto the Lord He delivers them. Their experience may
be described by the words trouble, prayer, and deliverance.
1. First, we gather that trouble in a variety of forms comes to the
Lord's redeemed people.
It comes to the world in general. "Man that is born of a
woman is of few days, and full of trouble" (Job xiv. 1).
Trouble also comes to the Lord's people. "Through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22,
Greek). "Many," says the Psalmist, "are the afflictions of the
righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all" (Ps.
xxxiv. 19). The summary of this Psalm says, "The Psalmist
exhorteth the redeemed. in praising God, to observe His manifold
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providence, over travellers, over captives, over sick men, over
seamen, and in divers varieties of life." In various ways trouble
comes to the redeemed, but in answer to their cries, the Lord
delivers and provides for them.
We may be in trouble because we are called to walk in a solitary
path. "They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way."
Loneliness is one of the trials of God's people. Few walk in
the narrow way, hence there are few to have fellowship with in
the journey to the celestial city. In large towns opportunities
of Christian fellowship may be numerous. In country villages they
may be very rare. The Christian may be alone in the family,
in his daily work, in the office, the shop, and on the farm. Few
there are who love the Lord and few love God's Word and delight
in it.s precious truths.
There is also the loneliness of advancing years. Old Christian
friends die off, and there is a natural feeling of loneliness. The
removal of faithful, distinctive Evangelical and Protestant witnesses
causes loneliness. Such men were at one time' fairly numerous in
all 'denominations, men who held fast to the old foundation truths;
and who love~ the doctrines of grace. Now they are gone, and
they have very few or no successors. Many of the new witnesses
are not like the old. They are often shallow in their grasp of
vital truth, and they fall in often with some of the evil developments of these apostate days. "How is the gold become dim! "
(Lam. iv. 1). The old Evangelical simplicity in worship and clear
doctrinal teaching are almost dying out. The pilgrims to Zion
feel that the way is all the more solitary for the removal of valiant
witnesses to the old truths.
Hunger, thirst, and faintness are other troubles which come to
God's people. ," Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them."
The Apostle Paul includes in his long list of troubles which came
to him as a missionary, hunger and thirst, weariness and painfulness. He says, " In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often,
in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness"
(2 Cor. xi. 27). No doubt the Lord supplied his needs sooner or
later, but while the troubles lasted they were felt. Many missionaries to-day have to suffer in these ways in prosecuting the work
of the Lord. Long journeys through the jungle, and in visiting
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scattered heathen villages, occasion hunger, thirst, and faintness.
Then how often they may long for the food they enjoyed at home.
One of the joys a missionary from China felt when he returned
home, was to have a dry crust of English bread. Another who
came from Burma found special pleasure in eating English bread
and butter. Are we at home sufficiently sympathetic with our
brethren who have to endure great hardships in seeking to proclaim
the Gospel to those who are in heathen darkness, and do we give
with sufficient liberality for the spread of the Gospel amongst
those sunk in idolatry and superstition ~
There is also spiritual hunger and thirst. To a large extent
there is a famine of the Word of God. In Churches and Chapels
alike the old Gospel is now largely absent. Christ is not preached.
The foundation truths of sin, salvation, atonement by the blood
of Christ and regeneration by the Holy Ghost, are rarely heard.
"The hungry sheep look up and are not fed." Many of the
Lord's people would often be wise to s~ay at home, and hold
services in their own houses in view of the barrenness of many
pulpits to-day. It is a great trouble to God's children to be
destitute of real spiritual food when they attend a place of
worship.
This Psalm reminds us that many of God's people may be in
trouble through sickness, imprisonment, and through terrible
storms at sea.
There are also domestic troubles, concern as to the education
of children, their future profession or business. There are troubles
in business, and there are national and international troubles.
What an awful condition the world has been in since the Great
War, and what frantic efforts have to be made by our statesmen
to keep the nations from flying at each other's throats. There
can be no question that fulness of trouble is more or less our
experience. Yet, let us not forget that there are many joys,
many blessings, many manifestations of the Lord's goodness,
mercy, faithfulness, and power on behalf of His redeemed people.
Trouble. is not our only experience. Let us beware, then, of
getting down-hearted. Moreover, though here we have no continuing city, we who are amongst the redeemed can look for the
city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God.
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2. Secondly, we learn from this Psalm that some of our troubles
are due to' special sin.
All trouble is really due to sin. If Adam and Eve had not
sinned there would not have followed the six thousand years of
woe which has marked the history of the world. Let, us never
think lightly of sin. Let us never think lightly of what are called
"little sins." Who would have thought that the one act of sin
on the part of our first parents would have been fraught with such
terrible consequences ~ How we need to abhor, to abhor, we repeat
the expression, "to abhor that which is evil."
But some particular troubles would not hav~ come into our
experience if we had avoided, through the grace of God',' some
particular sins. We read of some who "sit in darkness and in
the shadow 0f death, being bound in aflliction and iron, because
they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of
the most High. Therefore He brought down their heart with
labour; they fell down, and there was none to help " (verses
10-12). We read again of "Fools because of their transgression,
and because of their _iniquities, are afflicted. Their soul abhorreth
all manner of meat." They are so ill that they have no appetite
(verses 17,18).
The Lord does not cast off His people when they sin, but He
chastises 'them. Wemay bring Divine chastisement upon ourselves through walking contrary to the plain precepts of God's
Word. We need to pray every day, "Hold Thou me up, and I
shall be safe: and I will have respect unto Thy statut,es continually"
(Ps. cxix. 117). How softly we need to walk before the Lord!
How much we need to tremble at His Word.
Some troubles may come apart from any special sin (see John
ix. 1-3). Other troubles may be the result of special sin. To one
man our Lord said, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee" (John v. 14).
3. Thirdly, we learn that when the Lord's people are in trouble
they cry unto Him.
They may sometimes delay to do this. They may resort to
, expedients of their own to rid themselves of their troubles, but
in the end they cry unto Him. They realize that He alone can
really help and deliver. They are ready to say, "Our help is in
I
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the Name of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth" (Ps. cxxiv. 8).
They feel the blessedness of having the God of Jacob for their
help and hoping in the Lord their God.
Hezekiah cried unto the Lord when Jerusalem was besieged by
the Assyrian army. Jehoshaphat cried unto Him when the
Ammonites and Moabites came in large numbers against him.
The Church at Jerusalem cried unto Him without ceasing, when
they were in great distress because of Peter's imprisonment. It
is always the best thing to cry unto the Lord when trouble overtakes us. He says, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15).
When the publican was in trouble about his sins, he cried unto
the Lord. It is a mercy if we are troubled about our sins. The
cry that then goes up from our hearts for Divine mercy is heard.
Faith in Christ's blood secures cleansing from all sin. "Whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
4. We learn further that the Lord delivers His praying people out
()f theitt· troubles.
" The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth and delivereth them
out of all their troubles~' (Ps. xxxiv. 17).
This is the uniform experience of God's praying people. He
delivered Hezekiah, He delivered J ehoshaphat, He delivered
Daniel, He delivered David. He says, "I sought the Lord,· and
He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." "This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 4, 6).
The Lord graciously responds to the cry of all His praying
people. They may be rich or poor, high or low, learned or ignorant,
it makes no difference. We have often been impressed 'with the
words of our Lord. He says, "Everyone that asketh receiveth."
Notice that He says, " Everyone." He is speaking to His people,
His disciples, and He assures them that" everyone that asketh
receiveth." We may always be sure that He responds to the
prayer of everyone of His people. He even notices their sighs and
their groans. "My groaning is not hid from Thee" (Ps. xxxviii. 9).
We read that, "the children of Israel sighed by reason of the
bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by
reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God
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remembered His Covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
J acob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had
respect unto them." The next thing we read is, that the Lord
said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people . . . I know
their sorrows; and I am come down to deliver them" (Exod.
ii. 2~-25; iii. 7, 8).
Do you cry to Him for pardon through Christ's precious blood?
What is His response? He says, "I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
Let the redeemed of the Lord, then, take comfort from this
Psalm. Trouble will come into their experience more or less, but
God is their present help in trouble. 'ro Him let them cry, and
they will experience the truth of the assurance, "He saveth them
out of their distresses" (verse 19).
"Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of· my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ.
" 0 magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt His Name;
When in distress to Him I called,
He to my rescue came.
"The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just:
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on His succour trust."
THE EDITOR.

DECLINE IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
THE Official Y ear Book of the Ohurch of England, receD:tly published,
shows that in four years there has been a decline of 236,994 Sundayschool scholars,and a decline of Sunday-school teachers and instructors
of 5893. It is said that the situation is as serious with the Free
Churches. We can only regard this solemn state of things as an
indication of the apostasy from the faith which is predicted to 'characterize the time preceding the coming of the Lord.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her
son, Bring me yet a vessel,. and he said unto her, There is not a
vessel more. And the oil stayed."-2 KINGS iv. 6.
THE reading over of this deeply interesting narrative will provide
much for our instruction, and, under the Holy Spirit's illumination,
Gospel food. We see in it an Old Testament story with New Testament
Gospel sweetness. May our meditation at this time be profitable to
the building up of our souls to the glory of our God.
" Many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias," said the Son of
Man when upon earth; and we know how He designated one such
who was of Sarepta to whom the prophet was sent. The Sovereignty
of our God is the solid resting place of His people, and we like to think
that amongst the" many" this widow also was under the Divine
Eye and Care of Him Who has promised to be the God and Husband
of the widow, and Who said, " And let thy widows trust in Me." Here
is one brought to great straits in her poverty. We are not told by what
means. She became so embarrassed. Her husband had been one
of the prophets, and from his widow's own statement, " one who feared
God." We know not how long her widowed days had lasted, nor her
distress continued. But she and her sons had reached the point of
starvation; as though that were not enough, the cruel creditor had
stepped in and demanded, " Pay me thatthou owest," when she had
nought to pay. And worse still to threaten, that unless payment was
forthcoming, her two sons would be taken and held as bondmen until
the debt was paid. It is then in her abject condition and misery of
soul that she applies herself unto the prophet, and with more touching
and appealing words, " Thou knowest thy servant did fear the Lord."
Is it not as the Gospel hymn puts it ?" Just in the last distressing hour,
Our God displays delivering power,
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising ,grace."
-

Is it not the rehearsal of the obedience of faith when brought to
one of those deep places? Then" Call upon Me in the day of trouble,
I wil~ deliver Thee and Thou shalt glorify Me," is verified in one's
humble and grateful experience. This poor widow was not the first
and only one to prove the promise true and who applied herself to
a man of God as sent by Him to perform His word, and to find that
sent servant ready to do all at his Lord's bidding. The prophet asks
the troubled applicant kindly and solicitously, "What shall I do for
thee? tell me-What hast thou in thine house?" The answer is
somewhat remarkable, "And she· said, thine handmaid hath not

.
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anything in the house, save a pot of oil." That it was oil and 'only
oil may suggest to us the truth of what oil symbolizes, and of its absolute
essential to every living soul in the household of faith, even the oil
ot grace. The prophet upon the strength of her answer instructs her
to " go and borrow vessels abroad of all her neighbours, even empty
vessels not a few"; and then to " shut the door upon thee and upon
thy sons" (a hint of the attitude and condition of believing prayer,
Matt. vi. 6), and then as believing in a prayer hearing and performing
God, "pour out into all those vessels and thou shalt set aside that
which is full."
She obeyed explicitly, until all the borrowed vessels being full, she
called for another to hear her son's reply, " There is not a vessel more.
And the oil stayed." She rises up to go and tell the man of God and
to hear his reply, " Go, and sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live
thou and thy children of the rest."
Thus far though briefly the deeply interesting narrative. And now
may we make the Gospel application. For you and I, beloved readers,
" have set to our seal that God is true," and" never saw I the righteous
forsaken." You and I have had dealt to us many a time, in our
extremity, surprising grace, delivering and succouring mercies, and
tender compassions. In our long pilgrimages you and I haye often
been at " wits end corner," and brought to the end of all our resources,
spiritually if not naturally. The cry has oft been wrung from the
heart and burdened spirit, Help, Lord!· This is too much for me,
I am oppressed and know not what to do, " Undertake for me." Let
the question of the prophet remind us to ask ourselves under such
trYing circumstances, " What hast thou in thine house ? " What hast
thou in Thine heart toward the Lord thy God ~ And since the work
of grace has begun there, is the oil of the Spirit lacking; is· it quite
run out ~ Has He forsaken and forgotten you ,and .left the work of
His own hand ~ If so, you would be the first to have found it so, and
His promise, which has never yet been broken, never to leave and
never to forsake anyone of His chosen, would change the name and
Character of Him Who has said, " Once I have sworn in mine. holiness."
" For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but my
lovingkindness shall not depart,. nor the Covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."
Oh! blessed certainties, glorious verities of the Gospel which bear
our spirits up, and give us to wholly rest upon
"A fa~thful and. unchanging God,
Who lays the Foundation of our hope
In oaths and promises and blood."

And thus the little spark of grace survives. Floods cannot drown
it, nor mighty waters of affliction quench it. The oil of grace ;never
goes out. It is just like the allegory of Bunyan's' man behind the
wall. The persecutor may throw all the water as he will upon the
fire, but One behind my wall will pour the oil of His Spirit, as He
5
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declares, " The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar of My sacrifice,"
" it shall never go out,. it shall never be put out."
Truly, as the wise man says, '-' There is treasure to be desired! and
- oil in the dwelling of the wise" (Prov. xxi. 20).
.
A pot of oil. We are not told the qp.antity, but enough if you and
I have even the smallest quantity of the oil of the Spirit's grace. It is
our sufficiency, and it is the earnest of more to come. All the vessels,
both small and great, the flagon and the cup, are hung upon the nail
of our Eliakim, fastened in a sure place, and He sees to the filling and
replenishing of them to His glory and our mercy.
Be not dismayed, dear harrassed and tried one. Your case may be
a very desperate one, you may be very downtrodden and persecuted
of the bitter enemy. But at your right hand is the mighty Preserver
and Deliverer, and you .will presently sing your song of praise as you
find, " The Lord was ready to save me !" He never arrives a moment
before His appointed time to deliver; and He never comes a moment
too late, although He says, " Before they call, I will answer and whilst
they are yet speaking I will hear." Yet He seems to tarry in the
answer.- He has heard, He has prepared the answer and the deliverance will come at the appointed moment. But it is yours and mine,
beloved, to apply ourselves to the never-failing, the one Remedy, and
call upon Him in the time of our trouble; pour out our hearts before
Him, tell Him all our sorrows and fears, and we shall as assuredly
prove, as everyone of His poor and afflicted pilgrim children have
proved in theit pathway Zionward and Homeward, the truth of His
own promise, "I will deliver Thee, and Thou shalt glorify Me."
And may we learn by the lesso'n before us, and from this poor
widow's experience that" a pot of oil" is our appointed sufficiency,
even the sufficiency of our Jehovah-Jireh. He who supplies can
sustain, and give "the increase." He can multiply sevenfold if He
see fit. Only (and well-assured am I, by a long and tried experience)
our God gives discriminately the all that He deems good and best
for us. And it is wondrously proved in our souls thus sustained how
a little oil; even the grace of the Spirit, goes a long way in His sustaining
power and blessing! Day by day we do and shall prove how the oil
of His grace, our appointed 'portion, according to our days' strength·
and need, carries us through and bears us up. For His is Omniscience
as well as Omnipotence in giving as well as withholding. We receive
according to the capacity of our " earthen vessel" and the filling of
the Spirit" as ye are able," according to His perfect wisdom and
knowledge of us, is the measur~ meted out to us.
All our. blessings, and every drop of that Covenant love given us,
come from the ocean of God's love and mercy in Christ Jesus, and are
pledged to be our supply until the last earthly need is past, and then
to " an ·ocean's fulness His' mercy doth expand" in that land of ~ur
·Immanuel where we shall drink in from the rivers of His grace, neverending pleasures with never-dying satisfaction. I have spoken of the
lesson before us as setting forth Old and New Testament truths. One
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word therefore in closing this deeply' interesting and instructive
narrative. So copious was the miraculous supply at the word of the
prophet, that the widow went on, busily engaged in placing vessel
after vessel to her " one pot of oil," until all were full and she called
upon her son to bring yet a vessel more, but received the reply that
there was not another.
And the oil stayed.-She had now her appointed portion, all which
under the Divine blessing" was intended for her. But there is no waste
in the economy of grace. Every blessing which our Covenant God
has designed to' give His children is portioned out for them by His
hand of love, and exactly meets our need. How strikingly sweet in
contrast were the words of the prophet to those of the creditor! "Pay
me that thou owest," saith the law! "Go," says the godly prophet,
" go with this replenished oil, pay thy debt, and live thou and thy
sons on the rest."
" Take this," said the Holy Son of God in that upper room (Luke
xxii. 17), as He handed the dying memorials of His love to His
disciples who had" nothing to pay," " and divide it among yourselves."
The mighty debt is paid. My children are free and now henceforth
shall know how, as the hymn expresses it,
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand
And then again at mine."

Thus, beloved, all your and my need is proportionate" to the riches
of His grace in glory by Christ Jesus," and carries designed blessing
with it; neither more nor less than He wills for His needy child.
Itjs He, my Covenant God, Who has undertaken to provide for me
all things necessary in my time and state. It is mine, unworthy as
I am and ever will be, to receive all that His mercy and goodness
provides me with. And when" life's pilgrimage is over, when the last
grain of this little earthly sand glass of my life shall run out, then and
not till then shall the oil of His grace be stayed; my last need met,
and my emancipated spirit be satisfied in fulness of joy for evermore,
and grace exchanged for glory.
"

R.

motto for 1938 is: " The Name of the Lord is a strong tower."
(Proverbs xviii. 10.)
John Newton says :" In this, our strong tower, for safety we hide;
The Lord is our power: 'The Lord will provide.' "

OUR

" THE Apostle's doctrine is not, that the grace of a good will is offered
to us if we will accept of it, but that God Himself is pleased so to work
in us as to guide, turn, and govern our heart by His Spirit, and reign
in it as His Own possession."-(Oalvin's " Institutes," VoL I, p. 351).
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anlJ Notes of Serntons.

"THE SEED WHICH THE LORD HATH BLESSED!"
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" All that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which
the Lord hath blessed. "-ISAIAH lxi. part of verse 9.

I NEED scarcely remind you, dear friends, that this chapter is referred
to by the Lord Jesus and applied to Himself and to His kingdom of
grace. You doubtless noticed when you heard it read this evening
how the opening verses ran, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
Me; because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto
the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that
are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified." In the synag0gue
at Nazareth, as Jesus was entering upon His public work, He stood up
to read and the minister having handed Him the roll of the book of
the prophet Isaiah, He read most of the leading words of our chapter,
which I have just quoted. Then, as you notice in the fourth chapter
of Luke, He said: "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears."
So that we are left without any question in our minds as to whether
our text refers or not to the Gospel days in which we live, this Gospel
dispensation which was ushered in by the Personal ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us therefore consider, as the Lord may help us, who
are these people to whom our text refers. "All that see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath
blessed." There is from this Scripture, and supported it is by many
other Scriptures, a people in the earth who are marked off from other
people, a peculiar, because a purchased, people. These are the people
of the Lord, to whom our text refers. It matters not in what dispensation they have lived, are living, or may yet live-they are the Lord's
people, He has chosen them unto Himself, and He has by His dear
Son purchased them also unto Himself, bought them out from under
the curse of a broken law, and recovered them in Christ the Good
Shepherd from being finally scattered. Scattered they are in this
dark and cloudy day if we consider them outwardly, but they yet
in Christ are unscattered, in Christ they are united, they are one. His
flock is but one, His Church is but one, His redeemed ones-they are
all comprehended in Himself, He is the Christ of God, and they in
Him are Ohristed. "All that see them shall recognize them," the

The Gospel Magazine

65

prophet says-" all that see them shall acknowledge them." Let us
therefore look for some of the marks which distinguish these acknowledged people, this seed whom the Lord hath been pleased to bless.
How is it that the world recognizes them, considering that the world
has no spiritual perception whatever ~ We must therefore look closely
into the matter. I take it that, in the first place, they are recognized
because they are such an exceptional people. r.rhey are a people
who have been by grace called out from and separated from the world
to walk a solitary path, a path of holiness, that highway of which this
self-same prophet speaks elsewhere, a highway-the Lord's highway,
that way which no unclean thing can pass over, which only the
redeemed can tread, that way is the way of faith. "All men," says
this Holy Book, " have not faith," only some men. And these, " the
seed which the Lord hath blessed/' are men of faith-that is why they
are called believers. And God divides the children of men into these
two classes-believers and unbelievers, and the believers are marked
off from the unbelievers by their possessing faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. That is the first mark of being a true child of God, one of
His seed, a son or daughter of the Lord God Almighty, that faith is
possessed.
You ask what is faith ~ Faith is, first, a precious grace, Godgiven-boasting of a celestial birth. No, not one of us has faith
by nature, the faith that distinguishes the people of God. Men may
have, many men have, strong natural faith, but we are not speaking
to-night of nature's faith, we are speaking of the precious grace of
faith, God-given, implanted by Himself in the heart, that faith which
centres all its interests in Christ, is satisfied with Him, with His
perfected work of redemption, finds increasingly joy in Him, feasts in
Him, rests in Him, finds satisfaction unspeakable in Him. Have we
all this faith ~. I ask, Have we all received this faith, this precious
grace of simple-hearted, very simpled-hearted, trust in Jesus ~ Oh,
if it be so, well is it, for without faith it is impossible to please God.
We may please men, we may please one another, we may please ourselves, but without faith it is impossible to please God. And you
know that that is to be the standard and the test of our condition
and state-whether or not we please God, whether He delights in us
or not, whether we are finding our supreme joy in His will. as He has
revealed it in these Holy Scriptures, these Scriptures of truth. The
more evidently as they are excellent in the possession of faith, as they
excel in faith, shall all that see them acknowledge them as " the seed
which the Lord hath blessed." God sometimes gives the world very
striking examples of what faith is in His people. I have often thought
that Bristol has been left-long, long since left-without excuse in
the matter of knowing what a true believer in the Lord Jesus is. The
late George Muller was an eminent example of what the grace of God
can make a man, a sinful man, as a believer. We have only to take
a walk here or there in the vicinity of Bristol to see marks and proofs
of the faith of George Muller. "As a' city set upon a hill" those
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Orphan Houses on Ashley Down are set before us for our contemplation
as an example of what the obedience of faith may lead to in the case
of a single servant of the Lord. But God's Word, apart from these
latter-day examples, is sufficient. We need no illustrations in this
matter; we are guided not by the light of our eyes but by the truth
of God's Word revealed to our hearts by the Holy Ghost. Ho"w
important it is consequently that we should have this question settled
well in our minds whether we be believers or no? Whether we have
indeed been born of God the Spirit, have had given us the broken
heart and the contrite spirit without which no man can see God.
And if there should be one anxious soul here this evening concerned,
deeply concerned, about the issue of that question, let a word in passing
be spoken for the encouragement of such a one. If there be granted
to our poor hearts a desire to believe; the Lord will see to it that we are
not disappointed in this matter. I was remarking in the morning
of to-day on the case of· the dear man who pleaded with the Lord
when the Lord put the question of faith to the issue, when he said,
" Lord, I believe, help Thou my unbelief." I remarked how he seemed
more concerned about his unbelief than about his belief. He said,
" Lord, I believe," and he did not go on to say, " Lord, increase my
faith," he left it there, but he did plead with the Lord about his unbelief,
it lay heavy upon his heart. And so may the Lord give us urgently
and ardently to ask Him to attend to our unbelief for us, it so plagues
our hearts, so disturbs our peace, it so hinders our service, oh, we
would be delivered from the evil heart of unbelief. And so I would
speak to the encouragement of any who are troubled about their
unbelief, their lack of faith, would encourage them by this text that
they lie low before the Lor{l Who both gives faith and increases it.
Then all shall acknowledge that there is a believer, there is one who
walks in the way of the Lord, there is one who bears some resemblance
to the Lord Jesus Himself, has something of His mind, His meek and
lowly heart, in him. Thus they are known as believers whose faith
is an obedient faith, a faith that delights in the will of the Lord to
do it. That is the first mark.
Then next, they are a heavenly-minded people. In the Epistle to
the Hebrews believers are spoken of as "partakers of the heavenly
calling." Why? Because they are born from above. So you find
in the margin of the third chapter of John's Gospel: "Except a man
be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God." "Born
from above "-begotten of God from on high! It is from Him that
life comes, eternal life proceeds. He finds the sinner dead, dead in
trespasses and sins, but in the riches and sovereignty of His grace
He bids the dead live. "Arise from the dead" is His word. Andas
Jesus spake to Lazarus who lay in physical death, who lay in the grave,
"Lazarus, come forth," and that self-same moment he was a living
Lazarus, so in the case of the sinner dead in his sins when the Lord
speaks, Come forth, 10, there is life and life everlasting. Being born
from above believers have their affections set on heavenly things,
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not on earthly things. One of their great and earnest aims is to be
set free from the influences of earthly things that their minds may be
more happy and free in enjoying heavenly things that are not seen,
but which are most real to their faith. For believers endure, as Moses
was said to have endured, " as seeing Him Who is invisible." And
it is as they walk in fellowship with Him by faith that they become
in measure transformed into His likeness, and the world is bound to
acknowledge it, that there is a difference between these and those,
between themselves and these others-the seed of the Lord. 0 h,
that we might give the world some concern in this matter. Oh, that
they might have increasing reason to point at us and say something
of us which would go to prove that we are not of the world, that we
may be increasingly a contrast to the world, that we may by our
Godly conversation and heavenly-mindedness bring the world and its
ways into felt judgment. You have heard me often say perhaps that
the life of Jesus in Nazareth for those twenty-eight years He spent
there amongst the most wicked people must have been a daily contrast,
and a constant bringing of Nazareth and its population and its ways
into judgment. The very contrast of the Light with the darkness
must have brought natural conviction, I think, to many of the inhabitants. And this is as it should be with ourselves, our walk, our conversation, our confession-for we all need to make an open confession
of our faith in the Lord Jesus and thus rouse in the minds of the world
weighty questions, questions affecting self, and the condition of self,
the character of self. And who knows what the Lord may not do
by the Godly example of some humble-hearted child and servant of
His ~ Nothing is too hard for ·the Lord-nothing too hard for Him,
and He often deigns to choose the feeblest instruments for the manifestation of His own all-sufficient power; He puts honour upon the weakest
of vessels.
\
They are, I say, a heavenly-minded people because their hearts
are yonder. Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also," and as Jesus in the Heaven of heavens is the treasure
of His people, His believing people, He being their treasure, their
hearts are yonder with Him. The Psalmist was in that secret when
he said, " Whom have I in heaven but Thee?" There was his treasure,
there was his heart. And if we have our hearts in heaven we shall be .
taking, manifestly, little interest -or but comparatively little interest
-in the things in which the world takes the profoundest interest.
We shall look with an uninfluenced eye upon the glitter and gaud
that this world affords, whereas the world itself is running after such
trifles day and night. And this again will bring conviction of its kind
to the hearts of those who care to note the people of God, all that see
them shall acknowledge them either willingly or unwillingly. Happy
then are these people, most happy, the only happy people. They
are God's favoured ones. He has forgiven them all their sins. He
has blotted out all their transgressions as a thick cloud,· and has not
only blotted them out judicially but has also promised to forget
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them' judicially. "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more." Happy are the people who are in such a case, dear friends,
yea, blessed are the people who have this Lord for their God. "All
- that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which
the Lord hath blessed "-His Own seed, His Own sons and daughters,
His dear children, His family.
They are to be acknowledged by others as having been made the
children of God by grace. It is all of grace that any of us who have
received mercy have received it. It is all of grace that we differ from
others; we have nothing to boast of. We have nothing to glory in
at the expense of others. We are what we are by the free, sovereign,
unmerited, rich grace of God. No words can express the full quality
of Divine grace.' No words of human lips can half tell out what grace
Divine has bestowed upon a chief sinner, a hell-deserving sinner.
God knows, and I suppose He purposes to teach His redeemed presently
something altogether glorious concerning His grace bestowed upon
them. We sometimes sing even here,
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor,"

but how feeble the song at the best of times-that song, but hereafter
when the Lord tunes our hearts and voices for us to sing the praises
of His grace He will open our understandings as never before to appreciate the grace which brought us to glory. "The Lord will give grace"
here, "and glory" presently; where the one, also the other. God's
grace is glory begun, and glory is grace perfected.
" All that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed
which the Lord hath blessed." I daresay you have noticed how some
worldly people do sometimes drop a word about the people of God and
what a happy people they 'seem to be, especially in times of trouble
and affi.iction and sorrow and danger, and they wish even in their
natural hearts they knew something about it. I was thinking this
evening in anticipation of my address here how often the false prophet
Balaam wished that it might be so with him as it was with the righteous.
He said, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end
be like his." That was only a natural wish because that unhappy
man died fighting in the battlefield against God's people Israel, he
died sword in hand. The very same man who said, "Let me die the
death of the righteous," died an enemy of God and of Israel. And I
say it is but a worldly wish that we hear, as we sometimes do hear,
expressed by unregenerate people, a desire that it might be with them
as it is with the Lord's seed. Of course we are always pleased-I am
-that there may be even that natural wish.' Who knows but what
the Lord may give a better, a purer, a more spiritual, a very Divine
wish in that self-same case to be as the righteous? How did they
become righteous? They once were even as others, but the Lord
showed them mercy by giving them anew, a broken, heart, and
inspiring in them a contrite spirit; and they came, as you sang in
your hymn this evening, jus~ as they were, they came at His bidding,
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they came even to His mercy-seat. They confessed there their guilt,
they pleaded the merits of Jesus, they washed in His precious blood,
and were clothed with His perfect and justifying and everlasting
righteousness, one with that Righteous One. Once reckoned with
the unrighteous ones, now reckoned among the righteous ones, now
they themselves in Christ being made the righteousness of Godthe righteousness of God, "all that see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are the seed that Jehovah hath blessed." By giving them
this new heart, by purging them from their sin in the atoning blood
of the Lamb, by imputing to them through faith the righteousness
that cleareth, or justifieth, the ungodly, thus they are manifested as
" the seed which the Lord hath blessed."
Dear friends, may He bless to-night His Own Word and encourage
our hearts to rely more completely upon Him to increase His blessing
towards us, for it is only in so far as He has blessed us in our experience
with a knowledge of Divine things, blessed us in part, that He has
given to us thereby an assurance of increase. In every measure of
blessing, the least, which we have received, for Christ's sake, He
has given us a pledge of more to come, much, very much more to come.
So that I would say to the little ones this evening, Despise not for
a moment the day of small things, the things that are small in your
experience but yet of God, for the day of the Lord's small things is
the harbinger of a day that is at hand, " a morning without clouds,"
without any shadows, when the Sun of righteousness shall arise never
to set, shall arise never to decline, shall arise to remain for ever above
the Heavenly horizon, with healing in His beams.

FAMILY WORSHIP.

By MATTHEW HENRY.
(From a Sermon on " A Church in the House.")
up family worship. You must not only as prophets teach
your families, but as priest must go before them, in offering -the
spiritual sacrifices of prayer and praise. Herein likewise you must
tread in the steps of faithful Abraham; whose sons you are while
thus you do dwell; you must not only like him instruct your household,
but like him you must with them call on the name of the Lord, the
everlasting God (Gen. xxi. 33). Wherever he pitched his tent, there
he built an altar unto the Lord (Gen. xii. 7, 8; xiii. 4, 18), though he
was yet in an unsettled state, but a stranger and a sojourner; though
he was among jealous and envious neighbours, for the Canaanite and
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land, yet, wherever Abraham had
a tent God had an altar in it, and he himself served at that altar.
Herein he has left. us an example.
Families, as such, have many errands at the throne of grace, which
furnish them with matter and occasion for family prayer every day;
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errands which cannot be done so well in secret, or public, but are fittest
to be done by the family, in consort, and apart from other families.
And it is good for those who go before the rest in family devotions,
-ordinarily to dwell most upon the concerns of those who join in their
family capacity, that it may be indeed a family prayer, not only
offered up in and by the family, but suited to it. In this and other
services we should endeavour not only to say something, but something
to the purpose.
Five things especially you should have upon your heart in your
family prayer, and should endeavour to bring something of each,
more or less, into every prayer with your families.
1. You ought to make family acknowledgments of your dependence
upon God and His providence, as you are a family. Our great business
in all acts of religious worship, is to give unto the Lord the glory due
unto His name; and this we must do in our family worship. Give
honour to God as the founder of families by His ordinance, because
" it was not good for man to be alone"; as the founder of your
families by His providence, for He it is "Who buildeth the house,
and setteth the solitary in families." Give honour to Him as the
Owner and Ruler of families; acknowledge that you and yours are
His, under His government, and at His disposal, "as the sheep of
His pasture." Especially adore Him as the " God of all the families
of Israel," in Covenant relation to them, and having a particular
concern for them above others (Jer. xxxi. 1).· Give honour to the
great Redeemer as the head of all the churches, even those in your
houses; call Him the Master of the family, and the great upholder
and benefactor of it; for He it is in Whom all the families of the earth
are blessed (Gen. xii. 3). All family blessings are owing to Christ,
and come to us through His hand by His blood. Own your dependence
upon God, and your obligations to Christ, for all good things pertaining
both to life and godliness; and make conscience of paying homage to
your chief Lord, and never set up a title to any of your enjoyments
in competition with His.
2. You ought to make family confessions of your sins against God;
those sins you have contracted the guilt of in your family capacity.
We read in Scripture of the" iniquity of the house," as of Eli's (1 Sam.
iii. 13, 14). Iniquity visited upon the children; sins that bring wrath
upon families, and a curse that enters into the house to consume it,
with the timber thereof, and the stones thereof (Zech. v. 4). How
sad is the condition of those families who sin together, and never
pray together !- who, by concurring in frauds, quarrels, and excesses,
by strengthening one another's hands in impiety and profaneness,
fill the measure of family guilt, and never agree together to do anything to empty it!
And even religious families, that are not polluted with gross and
scandalous sins, yet have need to join every day in solemn acts and
expressions of repentance before God for their sins of daily infirmity~
Their vain words and unprofitable conversation among themselves;
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their manifold defects in relative duties, provoking one another's
lusts and passions, instead of provoking one another to love and to
good works; these ought to be confessed and bewailed by the family
together, that God may be glorified, and what has been amiss maybe
amended for the future. It was not only in a time of great and
extraordinary repentance that families mourned apart (Zech. xii. 11),
but in the stated returns of the day of expiation the priest was particularly to make atonement for his household (Lev. xvi. 17). In many
things we all offend God and one another; and a penitent confession
of it in prayer together will be the most effectual way of reconciling
ourselves both to God and to one another. The best families,· and
those in which piety and love prevail most, yet in many things come
short, and do enough every day to bring them upon their knees at
night.
3. You ought to offer up family thanksgivings for the blessings
which you, with your families, receive from God. Many are the mercies
which you enjoy the sweetness and benefit of in common; which if
wanting to one, all the family would be sensible of it. Has not God
made a hedge of protection about you and your houses, and all that
you have 1 (Job i. 10). Has He not created a defence upon every
"dwelling place" of Mount Zion, as well as upon her assemblies 1
(Isa. iv. 5). The dreadful alarms of a storm, and the desolations made,
as by a fire, once in an age, should make us sensible of our obligations
to the Divine Providence for our preservation· from tempests and
fire every day and eve;ry night. "It is of the Lord's mercies that
we are not consumed," and buried in the ruins of our houses. When
the whole family comes together safe in the morning from their
respective retirements, and when they return safe at night from their·
respective employments, there having been no disaster, no " adversary,"
no evil occurrence-it is so reasonable, and as I may say, so natural,
for them to join together in solemn thanksgivings to their great
Protector, that I wonder how any who believe in a God, and a providence, can omit it. Have you not health in your family, sickness kept
or taken from the midst of you 1 Does not God bring plentifully into
your hands, and increase your substance 1 Have you not your table
spread, and your cup running over, and manna rained about your
tents 1 and does not the whole family share in the comfort of all this 1
Shall not then the voice of thanksgiving be in those tabernacles where
the voice of rejoicing is 1 (Ps. cxviii. 15). Is the vine by the houseside fruitful and flourishing, and the olive plants round the table green
and growing 1 Are family relations comfortable and agreeable, not
hroken or embittered, and shall not that God be acknowledged herein
Who makes every creature to be that to us that it is 1 Shall not the
God of your mercies, your family mercies, be the God of your praises,
your family praises, and that daily 1
The benefit and honour of your being Christian families, your
having in God's house, and within His walls, a place and a name
better than that of sons and daughters, and the salvation this brings
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to your house, furnishes you with abu~dant matter for joint thanksgivings. "You hath He known above all the families of the earth,"
and, therefore, He expects in a special manner to be owned by you.
-Of all houses, the house of Israel, the house of Aaron, and the house
of Levi, have most reason to bless the Lord, and to say, " His mercy
endureth for ever."
4. You ought to present your family petitions for the mercy and
grace which your families stand in need of. Daily bread is received
by families together, and we are taught not only to pray for it every
day, but to pray together for it, saying, " Our Father," give it " us."
There are affairs and employments which the family is jointly concerned
in the success of, and, therefore, should jointly ask of God wisdom
for the management of them, and prosperity therein. There are
family cares to be cast upon God by prayer, family comforts to be
sought for, and family crosses which they should together beg for the
sanctification -and removal of. Hereby your children will be more
effectually possessed with a belief of, and regard to, the Divine Providence, than by all the instructions you can give them; which will
look best in their eye when thus reduced to practice, by your daily
acknowledging God in all your ways.
You desire- that God will give wisdom and grace to your children,
you" travail in birth again till you see Christ formed in them," you
pray for them; it is well, but it is not enough; you must pray with
them; let them hear you pray to God for a blessing upon the good
instructions and counsels you give them; it may perhaps put them
upon praying for themselves, and increase their esteem both of you
and of the good lessons you teach them. You would have your
servants diligent -and faithful, and this perhaps would help to make
them so. Masters do not give to their servants that which is just and
equal if they do not continue in prayer with them. They are put
together (Col. iv. 1, 2).
There are some temptations which families, as such, lie open to.
Busy families are in temptation to worldliness, and neglect of religious
duties; mixed families are in temptation to discord and mutual
jealousies; decaying families are in temptation to distrust, discontent,
and indirect courses to help themselves; they should therefore not
only watch, but pray together, that they be not overcome by the
temptations they are exposed to.
There are family blessings which God has promised, and for which
He will be sought unto, such as those on the house of Obed-edom for
. " the ark's sake"; or the mercy which St. Paul begs for the house
of Onesiphorus (2 Tim. i. 16). These joint blessings must be sued
out by joint prayers. There is a special blessing which God commands
upon families that dwell together in unity (Ps. cxxxiii. 1, 3), which
they must seek for by prayer, and come together to seek for it, in
token of that unity which qualifies for it. Where God commands the
blessing, we must beg the blessing. God by promise blesses David's
house, and, therefore, David by prayer blesses it too (2 Sam. vi. 20).
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5. You ought to make family intercessions for others also. There
are families you stand related to, or which by neighbourhood, friendship, or acquaintance, you become interested in and concerned for;
and these you should recommend in your prayers to the grace of God,
and your family that are joined with you in the alliances should join
with you in those prayers. Evil tidings perhaps are received from
relations at a distance, which are the grief of the family; God must
then be sought unto by the family for succour and deliverance. Some
of the branches of the family are, perhaps, in distant countries, and
in dangerous circumstances, and you are solicitous about them; it
will be a comfort to yourselves, and perhaps of advantage to them,
to make mention of them daily in your family prayers. The benefit
of prayer will reach far, because He Who hears prayer can extend
His hand of power and mercy to the utmost corners of the earth,
and to them that are afar off upon the sea.
In the public peace likewise we and our families have peace; and
therefore, if we. forget Thee, 0 Jerusalem, we are unworthy ever to
stand in Thy courts, or dwell within Thy walls. Our families should
be witnesses for us that we pray daily for the land of our nativity,
and the prosperity of, all its interests; that praying everywhere we
make supplication for the Queen, and all in authority (1 Tim. ii. 2, 8).
That we bear upon our hearts the concern of God's Church abroad,
especially the suffering parts of it. Thus keeping up a spiritual communion with all the families that in every place call on the name of
the Lord Jesus.
In a word, let us go by this rule in our family devotions; whatever
is the matter of our care, let it be the matter of our prayer; and let
us allow no care which we cannot in faith spread before God. And
whatever is the matter of our rejoicing, let it be the matter of our
thanksgiving; and let us withhold our hearts from all those joys
which do not dispose us for the duty of praise.
Under this head of family worship, I must not omit to recommend
to you the singing of the Psalms in your families, as a part of daily
worship, especially sabbath worship. This is a part of religious worship
which participates both of the word and prayer; for therein we are
not only to give glory to God, but to teach and admonish one another;
it is, therefore; very proper to make it a transition from the one to
the other. It will warm and quicken you, refresh and comfort you;
and, perhaps, if you have little children in your houses, they will sooner
take notice of it than of any other part of your family devotion;
and some good impressions may thereby be fastened upon them
insensibly.

"My principal method of defeating heresy is by establishing truth.
One proposes to fill a. bushel with tares.; now if I can fill it first with
wheat, I shall defy his attempts."-John Newton.
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"LITTLE CHILDREN" AND OTHERS.

AMONG my very few disappointments of the late gift-dispersing season,
-was this, that Peter Belton did not come to see if I had anything to
give him. Peter is a boy of about nine years, and for some time past
he has been wont to appear at the threshold, and with a look-half
confident, half furtive-say in a gruff voice, "Got a book ~" Not
that his ambitions were bounded by literature: anything would be
received with a grim satisfaction. I quite hoped to see him again,
and the more when a general benevolence has been permeating the
air; but he has not come. I remarked on it to a friend, and she said,
"Oh, he has got too old: he has become self-conscious." Possibly
so, and with growth, an instinct has awakened that I am such a one
as himself. He used to be moved by two sensations only, for he was
a little child. He wanted good things, and he hoped, if not trusted,
in me, to give them to him. He would have misgivings later that he
had not earlier, for instance, that my patience would give out; that
some other boy would get the things; or that I had no more to bestow.
Perhaps he is better off, and my Peep of Day, .Picturesque Science for
the Young, both redolent of more than fifty years ago, are less to be
desired than what he can get elsewhere. In any case, with the vanity
of my hope, I thought of the verse, "Except ye be converted and
become as little children, ye shall in. no wise enter the kingdom of
heaven "-as if the qualifications. were all embraced in a desire for
something unattainable except by free gift to an empty, outstretched
hand. But we all know what a " vast s1J-bject" (as a departed friend
used to say of nearly every question that came up), the one of asking
and receiving is. The Lord said that whatsoever His disciples asked
for, either as gift or help-from the Father, or from Himself, it would
be done for them or given to them, if they asked- in Christ's Name.
How many of His praYing people have had to learn that there is a
depth and a height, and a mystery in that Name; there is a revelation
and a communication in pleading it ~ It is something beyond and
above prefacing or ending our requests with the words" For Christ's
sake." Were that indeed all, should we not have everything we ever
mention ~ and we would be dumbfounded at the return of our prayers.
I have wondered, if asking in Christ's Name implies a conviction
written with the finger of God on the soul, that we have no other
ground for our petitions than the mediation of the Lord Jesus; and
this, not as a point of information, but as a living power.. If we ask
in ,His Name, we ask as being His Who said, " Not My will, but Thine
be done." And yet, to the" little child" the invitation, the encouragement, the comn1and comes, "Ask, and ye shall have, seek and ye
shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you." David and Paul
would say the same thing although the request of their lips was denied
.them. In the families on earth, very often the children are denied
while the servants have only to ask and have. They are employed
for a purpose, and their equipment is an essential; and this goes on
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while the children look and ask and wait and wonder and learn
submission and meekness and obedience: it is themselves and not
their labours that is on the heart of him to whom they look.
- The Apostle John, writing to " little children," said that he did so,
because they had known the Father, because their sins were forgiven
them. "Strange reasons and arguments, I have often thought. He
wrote to the young men because they were strong and had overcome
the wicked one. He wrote to the fathers because they had known
Him that was from the beginning. It seemed to me that if little
children are uncertain of anything-amongst their manifold instructions
and corrections-it is of their forgiveness. The young men may be
strong, but their weakness, like that of Gideon and of Jeremiah, is ever
before them. The fathers, like Philip, have been a long time with
Him, and have yet-like Christian in the river-"called it all in question.
But what John said was the truth, and the truth has an encouragement
in it. The little children, who feel more conscious of the fear than
of the love of their Father, are indeed forgiven, or they would not
be so taught of God. " The strength of the young men is the hands
of the mighty One of Jacob. The knowledge of the fathers dates
from the first day when the life of God was breathed into them, having
also this seal-" yea rather are known of Him," and all their misgivings
cannot alter it. It may be that John was encouraging his friends by
assuring them of the very condition "in themselves that they were
,most apt to call in question. Be it so or not, whether we be young,
old, or middle aged.in the, family of God, may we in the fear and love
enjoined upon our Hebrew brethren remember that" we have not an
high-priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
but was in alL points tempted like as we are, yet without sin; let us
therefore come boldly to the throne" of grace that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time of need."
FOLLOWER-ON.

P.S.-I had finished this, and thought it ready to post, when I saw
Mr. Belton, and my "kind inquiries" issued in the appearance of
Peter. "Father said" you wanted me." "Father said you wanted
me." "No fearing or doubting with father on his side."

A WONDERFUL FORTRESS.
I

IN days gone by, before the introduction of artillery, a really strong
fortress was an almost impregnable place so far as direct assault was
concerned. The garrison might be compelled to surrender owing to
famine, losses, or disease, or the place might be captured by treachery,
but so long as a fortress was preserved from these calamities it might
be expected to constitute a safe refuge for its occupants.
In various parts of Europe there are remarkable examples of
castles and fortresses perched high amidst rocks, and such are a cause
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of wonder to the beholder, for it seems almost incredible that human
hands could have built such structures in so seemingly inaccessible
positions.
- Fortresses do not appeal to men now as once they did. Formerly
they were regarded as places of safety and of retreat in a time of danger.
• Now no such value attaches to them. When one part of a fortress
or castle consisted of a high tower or "Keep" it was a specially
favourable position; for the watchman within the fortress could scan
the horizon far and wide and give warning of approaching enemies.
God has given men capacity to think and meditate, and when men
find references in Scripture to outward objects it is their duty to
exercise the abilities God has bestowed upon them and inquire what
instruction is to be gained from such references.
For instance, it is written in Proverbs xviii. 10, "the Name of
JEHOVAH is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it and is safe."
In these words the" Name of the Lord" is compared to a " strong
tower," that is to say to an outward object well known to the people
of the East. Why should this comparison be made ~ What is to be
understood by the reference ~ Let consideration be given to what
has already been written regarding a fortress. It has been described
as being a place of safety and of retreat from imminent danger, a
place to which people could at once retire upon alarm being given of
an approaching enemy.
The Apostle Paul in writing this letter to the Philippians (chap. ii.
9, 10) declares to them that God has given the Lord Jesus" a NAME
which is above every name, that at the NAME of Jesus every knee should
,bow" either in submission to Him as Lord and Saviour or else as
Judge. The same apostle asserts that God hath " set Him at His right
hand far above every name that is named, not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come" (Eph. i. 20-22) "and hath put all
things under His feet." "He hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name" than all others (Heb. i. 4). Here then is the key
which will solve the question above referred to.
The Psalmist declares (Ps. ix. 10), "they that know Thy NAME
_will put their trust in Thee, for Thou LORD hast not forsaken them
that seek Thee." The Lord Jesus said "Seek and ye shall find"
(Matt. vii. 7) and the seeking He referred to was that seeking for
salvation which leads men to Him (Matt. xi. 28). The Psalmist was
enabled to say" the LORD is my refuge and my fortress, in Him will
I trust" (Ps. xci. 2) and upon this declaration of faith it was revealed
to the Psalmist that God had said concerning him " because he' hath
set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him, I will set him on
high because he hath known My NAME" (Ps. xci. 14).
The Speaker can be no other than the Lord Jesus, for the Apostle
Peter, on that memorable occasion when his preaching was so definitely
acknowledged by God (Acts iv. 31) declared, " neither is there salvation
in any other, for there is none other NAME under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). Of whom had Peter
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been preaching 1 "Be it known unto you all, and to all the people
of Israel, that by the NAME of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Whom ye
crucified, Whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this,
man stand here before you all" (Acts iv. 10).
The Psalmist (Ps. lxxi. 1-3) professed his faith in this only Name,.
and prayed" be Thou my strong habitation whereunto I may continually resort, for Thou art my Rock and my Fortress," and on another
occasion he declared, "they that know Thy Name will put their
trust in Thee, for Thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee"
(Ps. ix. 10).
There is no way whereby men can know God as a reconciled God,
as a merciful God except as He has revealed Himself in the Lord Jesus, .
the promised Messiah, "We were reconciled to God by the death of
His Son" (Rom. v. 10). "We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God" (2 Cor. v. 20).
Once God spake from heaven and said of the Lord Jesus (Matt.
xvii. 5), " This is My Beloved Son, hear Him," and in substance this
declaration is the same as God made to Moses, " I send an Angel before
thee, beware of Him, and obey His V oice, provoke Him not, for He
will not pardon your transgressions-(if you reject Him)-for My
Name is in Him" (Exod. xxiii. 20, 21).
When Moses earnestly sought God to be with him in the great
enterprise of conducting Israel into Canaan, God graciously responded,.
" My presence shall go with thee, I will proclaim the Name of the LORD
before thee and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and I will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy" (Exod. xxxiii. 14, 19), and
then He added, "thou canst not see My face, for there shall no man
see Me and live" (verse 20). God is so holy that He cannot endure the
. slightest imperfection (Hab. i. 13), therefore no man can possibly stand
before Him except through the Lord Jesus the One Mediator (1 Tim.
ii. 5).
When God speaks to men it is through the Mediator and hence
when He spake to Moses it was through the Lord Jesus and concerning
Him and God" proclaimed the Name of the Lord," that is to say He
revealed Himself in the Lord Jesus as "the merciful and gracious God"
(Exod. xxxiv. 5-7).
.
Those who have turned to the Lord Jesus in reality and in truth
and have found God reconciled to them in Him, know His Name,
they have proved Him to be JESUS-for He has saved them from their
sins (Matt. i. 21); they experience that He is the Strong Tower of
defence and Refuge for they have run to Him and are safe (Ps. cxlii. 4, 5).
" Safe" ought to mean much to every individual who realizes
that if he or she is not saved through personal faith in the Lord Jesus
that he or she is eternally lost.
True believers in the Lord Jesus are safer than any garrison in the
mightiest fortress that the skill of man ever constructed, for" I give
unto them" (said the Lord Jesus) " eternal life, and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father,
6
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Who gave them Me is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of My Father's hand" (John x. 28, 29).
The" Cities of refuge" (Num. xxxv. 9-28) were to the believing
Israelites, a type or figure of-the protection that the Lord· Jesus is to
all who really :flee to Him for salvation.
P. 1. B.
"HIS OWN ELECT."
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" And shall not God avenge His Own elect, which cry day and night
unto Him, though He bear long with them? "-LUKE xviii. 7, 8.
" THESE verses teach us that God has an elect people upon earth, who
are under His special care. The Lord Jesus declares that God will
, avenge His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him.' 'I tell
you;' He says, ' that He will avenge them speedily.'
, " Election is one of the deepest truths of Scripture. It is clearly
and beautifully stated in the Seventeenth Article of the Church of
England. It is ' the everlasting purpose of God, whereby, before the
foundations of the world were laid, He hath decreed by His counsel,
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ
to everlasting salvation.' This testimony is true. This is 'sound
speech which cannot be condemned' (Titus ii. 8).
" Election is a truth which should call forth praise and thanksgiving
from all true Christians. Except God had chosen and called them,
they would never have chosen and called on Him. Except He had
chosen them of His Own good pleasure, without respect to any
goodness of theirs, there would never have been anything in them
to make them worthy of His choice. The worldly and the carnalminded may rail at the doctrine of election. The false professor may
abuse it and 'turn the grace of God into lasciviousness' (Jude 4).
But the believer who knows his own heart will ever bless God for
e.lection. He will confess that without election there would be no
salvation.
" But what are the marks of election 1 By what tokens shall a
man know whether he is one of God's elect 1 These marks are clearly
laid down in Scripture. Election is inseparably connected with faith
in Christ, and conformity to His image (Rom. viii. 29, 30). It was
when St. Paul saw the working' faith,' and patient' hope,' and labouring , love' of the Thessalonians, that he knew their ' election of God'
(1 Thess. i. 3, 4). Above all, we have a plain mark, described by our
Lord, in the passage before us. God's elect are a people who' cry
unto Him night and day.' They are essentially a praying people.
No doubt there are many persons whose prayers are formal and
hypocritical. But one thing is very clear-a prayerless man must
never be called one of God's elect. Let that never be forgotten."(" Expository Thoughts on Luke's Gospel," Vol. 11, pp. 254, 255.)
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ABLE TO ABASE.
WHEN Nebuchadnezzar had recovered from his attack of madness,
he issued a proclamation to the people, nations, and languages of
his empire, in which he praised and extolled and honoured -the King
of heaven, "all Whose works are truth, and His ways judgment,"
and he humbly acknowledged that" those who walk in pride He is
able to abase." When his own heart was lifted up and" his mind
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they
took his glory from him." At the end of seven years of suffering
and humiliation, however, he h:umbly acknowledged that" all the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing," and that "He
doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto
Him, What doestThou ? "
Walking in pride is a sin to which we are all prone. The strong man
is apt to boast of his strength, the brave man of his courage, the wise
man of his wisdom, the learned man of his attainments, the business
man of his success, the wealthy man of his riches. This sin, however,
is not found only among the unregenerate. God's own people are
prone to it, and frequently they tolerate thoughts of inordinate selfesteem, and sometimes they go so far as to utter words expressive of
the pride of their hearts. Yet there is absolutely no ground for this
sin. Every power we possess comes from God. "He giveth to all
life, and breath, and all things." The apostle pertinently asks,
" Who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou
glory, as if thou hadst not received it ?" Where is the least ground
of boasting then? It is wholly excluded. "Thus saith the Lord,
Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth
Me. " We need to be continually learning of Him Who is meek and
lowly in heart. The child of God, especially, should walk humbly
before the Lord, giving no toleration to the slightest thought of pride.
Walking in pride is a sin which is conspicuously illustrated in Bible
history. It was probably this sin which was the cause of Satan's
downfall. It was the sin of Pharaoh. "Who is the Lord?" he
proudly said, " I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." It
was the sin of Sennacherib when he ridiculed the idea that the Lord
could deliver Jerusalem out of his hand. It was the sin of Belshazzar
when he lifted up himself against the Lord of heaven and used the
sacred vessels of His house for drunken revelry, and gave no glory
to the God in Whom he lived and moved and had his being. Pride
is one of the sins which will mark the closing days of this dispensation.
" Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud."
The man of sin himself will in the great pride of his heart oppose and
exalt himself" above all that is called God or that is worshipped;
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so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing Himself that
he is God."
Walking in pride is a sin which God is able to punish. "Everyone
-that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord: though hand
join in hand, he shall not be unpunished." Pharaoh's horses and
chariots He cast into the sea. "They sank as lead in the mighty
waters." Sennacherib's host was smitten with death, and he himself
was murdered by his sons. Nebuchadnezzar was temporarily deposed
from' his kingly throne, and Belshazzar was weighed in the balances,
found wanting, and slain. Moreover, as God has punished individuals
who have been guilty of this sin, so He has punished nations. Pride
was one of the sins of Sodom. "Behold, this was the iniquity of
thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness
was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand
of the poor and needy. And they were, haughty, and comrnitted
abomination before Me: therefore I took them away as I saw good."
A nation may be ever so great, but God is able to bring it down. "The
pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwelleth in the
clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart,
Who shall bring me down to the ground. Though thou exalt thyself
as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence
will I bring thee down, saith the Lord." But is our own beloved
country free from this sin? Do we not as a nation need to humble
ourselves under the mighty hand of God? Where are the evidences
of humble national repentance? Oh, that we might as a nation lay
to heart our sins and turn to the Lord! Oh, that the churches would
abandon their idolatries, their. superstitions, their denials of fundamental truths, and their worldliness and sensuousness in regard to
worship! Oh, that Evangelical Christians would have done with
compromise and cease to invite on their platforms men who are admittedly helping forward the Roman apostasy! "Behold, the day
cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all
that do wickedly, shall be stubble. And the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither
root nor branch." Finally, walking in pride is a sin which God is
able to forgive. Paul at one time was a proud Pharisee, but through
the riches of Divine grace and the redemption that is in Christ he
obtained mercy. The publican had a heart prone to pride like the
rest of men; but, humbled by the Spirit of God, he sought for merc y ~
and obtained it. A broken and a contrite heart God will not despise.
" God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." Reader,
beware of the pride which goeth before destruction, and the haughty
spirit which goeth before a fall. Seek to be among the meek and
lowly in heart who have found rest in Christ.
" THREE things God cannot do. He cannot die, He cannot lie, and
He cannot be deceived."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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Beach, Mrs.
0 2 0
0 4 0
M. A. W.
0 4 0
Biggs, Mr. S. . .
Booth, Mr. W.
0 8 0
M'Cansland, Miss M.E. 0 5 0
Macdonald, Mr. R. .. 0 2 6
Brookman, Mr. E. E... 0 4 0
0 6 0
Brotheridge, Mrs. A. M. 0 4 0
Maslen, Miss M.
5· 0 0
Muller, Mrs. K. O.
Buckland, Mrs. L.
0 3 0
Butcher, Mr. W.
0 4 0
0 10 0
Pontifex, Mrs. G. S.
Privett, Miss I. G.
04 0
Carpenter, Mrs. ;M. S. 0 2 0
R.
0 ·8 0
0 10 0
Carter, Mrs. E. J.
Colbran, Mr. J. G. B. 0 3 0
Rayner, Mrs. A. M. .. 0 14 0
0 40
Collard, Mr. F. W. .. 0 15 0
Roberts, Mrs.N. Y.
Cooke, Mr. F. B.
0 4 0
Smith, Mrs. A.
1 0 '0
Cornelius, Mr. J. A... 0 6 6
Southworth, Mr. L. .. 0 4 0
. . '2 0 0
Cornish, Mr. A.
Sowerbutts, Mrs. J. .. 0 4 0
Cowell, Miss R. E. .. 0 '2 6
Yertican, Mr. R.
0 10 6
Ward, Mrs. M.
D. W...
0 4 6
0 5 0
Duffield, Mr. B. W... 0 2 11
Warren, Miss ..
1 0 0
F. S. .
1 0 0
0 12 0
Warren, Mr. A.
Firminger, Mr. B.
1 1 0
Watts, Miss M. E.
0 6 0
0 8 0
Gandy, Mr. G. A.
Whitlock, Miss L.
0 4 0
0 14 0
GassIer, Miss M. R.
Williams, Mrs. A. M. .. 0 8 0
0 4· 0
Goddard, Mr. A.
Yeates, Miss S. M. .. 0 1 6
" THE I.Jord both begins and perfects 'the good work in us, so that it
is due to Him, first, that the will conceives a; love of rectitude, is
inclined to desire, is moved and stimulated to pursue it; secondly,
that this choice, desire, and endeavour fail not, but are carried forward
to effect; and, lastly, that we goon wit~out interruption, and persevere
even to the end."-(Oalvin's " Institutes," ,Yol. I, p. 350).
LEAVE all other books alone,
Till, God's Own Book you've made your own.
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"WHAT IS YOUR LIFE 1 "
A FEW days ago I was doing some shopping in the town. It was a
dark, rainy afternoon, and I was glad to get out of the gloom into
the cheerful atmosphere of a brilliantly-lighted store. There were
a great many people there, all close together, and I could not help
overhearing a conversation that was going on behind me. An elderly
man had just greeted some friends, two well-dressed ladies, apparently
mother and daughter. . It .was evidently some time since they had
met, for the gentleman was explaining that he was only now recovering
from a long illness. Due sympathy was expressed, and the younger
woman described an accident to her knee, which had kept her indoors
for a time. "What a nuisance!" said the man. "Oh, it was
nothing serious," replied the girl cheerfully, " only it was very boring."
'F Life is boring," said Mr. Greyhead wearily.
"Oh, no!" said
the girl quickly, "you mustn't say that; I think it's great fun ! "
That· was ,all ,that I heard. But when I hear people contradict
each other, I always make up my mind which side I would take in
the argument, and I expect you do the same. Think about it now
for· a while; what is your attitude towards life 1 . Are you on
Mr. Greyhead's side 1 or do you support Miss Modern 1
Of course, it is quite likely that neither of the speakers really meant
their speeches seriously. The poor man's illness, had probably left
him tired and depressed, so perhaps it was just a passing mood that
made him ,say, "Life is boring," in that weary way. And I dare say
the girl did not really mean that life was nothing but" great fun"
to her; it was just an impulsive contradiction of what she felt to
be wrong and unnatural.
But it is a pity to say things that we do not mean, because it is
by our words that we are usually judged. Just that short convers,ation was enough to make me fear that both Mr. Greyhead and
Miss Modern were heathen rather than Christian in their outlook.
" Heathen!" you say-" white people in an English shop 1" Why
not 1 There are many people calling themselves Anglicans, Methodists,
or Baptists, who are living entirely without God, so surely I may call
them heathen 1 It needs something more than the label of a church
to make anyone a Christian.
You see, it is quite, impossible that a child of God should look
upon life as " boring" or " great fun." People are bored when they
have nothing to occupy them now, and nothing to look forward to
in the future. This' is never the case with the Christian; for, in
the first place, the child of God always has one great aim and purpose
in life, or he ought to have, if he lives up to his high calling. That
aim, that purpose, is to bring glory to God. Yes, even the youngest
follower of the Lord Jesus may make this his object. ' When the

The Gospel Magazine

88

Lord taught His' disciples to pray,. He told t~em to'ask first that -the,
Name of God might be hallowed, that 'HisKingdom .might come,and that His Will might be done, and all these upon earth as fully
as they are in heaven. Thus all the first part of the Lord's Prayer
is for the glory of God, and the petitions that follow, for daily bread,
for forgiveness of' sins, for deliverance from evil, are based on the
fact that to God belongs the Kingdom, the power, and the glory.
All the little common duties of life may be done to the glory of God.
The Christian boy or girl may feel that even such 4ull things as getting
up in good time in the morning, or doing the household tasks that
help one's mother, or struggling with Latin verbs or geometric
theorems, or trying to be patient with the little ones, may all be transfigured in the light of this purpose-to do all to the glory of God.
Then, besides having this grand ambition in life, the Christian
has a great future to look forward to.: However great the present
trials and difficulties, those that love God know that He makes
all things work together for good, and that the life which is given to
them here is but the seed of that eternal life to be spent in the presence
of God, where there are pleasures for evermore. Now a life that is
dominated by a grand purpose, and that looks forward to a grand
future, may be full of sorrows, difficulties, trials, and disappointments; but it cannot possibly be called "boring."
So much for poor Mr. Greyhead's view of life. I doubt whether
Miss Modern's is much better. To be sure, her nature was more
hopeful, and hope is a very good thing; but there must be some
grounds for our hopes. Hope founded on ignorance is worse than
foolish, because it shuts our eyes, and leads us blindly into unknown
dangers; and it can only be the ignorant, whether wilfully or carelessly so, who can call life "great fun.'" . However pleasant and
smooth life may be on the surface, there is always SIN to be :r;eckoned
with-sin, that awful tyrant, who never fails to pay his servants
their wages, and "the wages of sin is death."There can be no careless trifling With life for the child of God; he
is far too sensitive to the possibilities of evil within his own nature,
and to the widespread sorrows which are due to· the sin of the world,
ever to make a mock at sin. In his life there is a deep fountain of
happiness, obscured at times by sin and sorrow and trial, but always
there; and in his journey through life he meets many good and
pleasant things provided for him by the Heavenly Father; but
I fear it was none of this that came into poor Miss Modern's conception of life.
" The secret of a happy life" is a problem which has baffied the
greatest and wisest of men. Philosophers have spent their lives in
the vain search for a solution, founding schools of thought which
have their disciples everywhere. Meanwhile, God has hidden these
things ftom the wise and prudent" and revealed them unto ba,bes,
to those who have been born from above of the Spirit. By the death
of the Lord Jesus on Calvary's Cross, ete~nal life was procured fOF
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all who believe in Him. Whosoever hungers for the bread of life,
whosoever thirsts for the living water,whosoever believes on Him
as Saviour, is passed from death unto life.
DAMARIS.

"WHO TOUCHED ME

" Who touched Me?

"-LUKE

~

"

viii. 45.

THY question has but one .reply,
My ever-loving Lord:
That burdened suppliant was I,
Now by Thy grace restored.
My trembling faith had nearly failed
Beneath my dire distress;
But sore necessity prevailed,
As I came through the press.
I knew Thy mercy was for such
A helpless case as mine;
But little thought my finger-touch
Had kindred power to Thine.
Now drawn by grace SQ very near,
. I will that power proclaim,
And tell to every listening ear
Thy everlasting fame.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

Wimbledon Park.

THE REFORMATION AND NO CONTROVERSY.
~'So we reach the extraordinary position that when we come to
celebrate the fourth centenary of the publication of the English Bible,
we have to explain apologetically that it is not to be regarded as
., controversial.' From the moment that I read that the Archbishop
of Canterbury was to be asked to participate in the celebration, I
suspected that there would be a price to pay for his patronage, and
when I read the speech which he made at one of the preliminary
meetings, damning· the Reformatio~ with faint praise, and this was
followed by protestations from Evangelicals and Free Churchmen that
the celebration was not to be regarded as controversial, I began to
wonder what the Reformers would have thought of the idea. Mter
all, it is their work we are celebrating, and the controversy for them
was grim. So, too, :was the price which they paid."-(Layman in
" The English Churchnian."}
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A CHEERING WORD FROM HAMPSHIRE.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-My sister sends £1 for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund, and Mrs.-- 2s. We hope you are keeping well, and the
members of your family. We are both well, thank God, the Giver
of all good things. I have sent a cheque for eight copies of the
magazine, and a few shillings for the Fund to the publisher.
The age alone of the God-honoured GOSPEL MAGAZINE is a recommendation. Among books· it is a grandfather, and as it is found
in the way of truth, one thinks of the text, Proverbs xvi. 31 : . " The
hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness." What a gap its clear and distinctive testimony fills where
there is no Gospel ministry, as in numerous places of our land. In
this sense its value is spiritually increased and its appreciation deepened.
Your Editorship is esteemed by many readers, and in conjunction
with other contributors, you have' a unique opportunity, by reason
of the widespread apostasy from Gospel truth, of rendering signal
service to unshepherded souls.
I would like to add that your teaching in book form of the Holy
Spirit's work in the heart is noticeably lacking in the general preaching
of the day. May He bless your combined efforts to the ingathering
and edification of His elect.
With kind Christian regards,
January 4th, 1938.
Yours in Himself.
A READER IN OHIO, D.S.A.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-We do so enjoy the MAGAZINE. There is
so little savory reading matter these days. It often makes one feel sad.
"I hope by God's mercy the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may be kept in
circulation for many more years. This month's was especially good
(November issue). The sermon about the thief on the cross melted
my heart. How' God's electing love shines forth here, one taken, the
other left. 'God's ways are just, His counsels wise.' We cannot
fathom these things, so must leave them, why one or two sometimes
in a family are taken and the others left to die in their sins. These
are the hidden things which belong to God.
" Mother's eyes have failed so badly she cannot see to read, so I
generally go through the MAGAZINE twice, first read to myself and
then read the articles and sermons to her. My dear old father has
gone home; he was taken home last January. How he loved the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He used to read it from cover to cover.
" These are dark days, so'little love of the truth. Often one feels
a great deal of the surrounding darkness which engulfs them. I often

II
I
,-

86

The Gospel Magazine

cry, ' Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.' When He arises with healing
in. His wings, how quickly the darkness disappears.
" May God shine into your soul in your lonely pathway and uphold
_you in your office as editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEARFRIEND,-The passing of 1937 brings the blessed hope of Christ's
appearing so much nearer, and we who are .left to tread the path of
1938 need grace to "occupy till I come." This morning my eye
fell upon those wo.rds, " I will never leave thee," and how much they
lifted me up, for the way is dark and I am poorly. But the need for
spreading the truth to-day -is tremendous and the opportunities are
great. The enormous flood of corrupting literature at the present
time calls for persistent effort in sowing the good seed of the Gospel.
I would very gratefully thank you for your very kind words of encouragement regarding my new Report. May the Lord give the increase,
in raising up new financial supporters to the work as a result of your
kind words. I am very grateful to you. A friend writes: " I was
indeed pleased on opening the December number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE to find you had been enabled to write such a long letter.
In your great bodily a:ffiiction you have received spiritual strength or
you could not have continued to carry on with the work of the Gospel
Book Mission. I was also pleased to receive the Balance Sheet and
Report, and to find the· Lord had inclined the hearts of His people
tosend their help so that you have been enableq. to pay all liabilities
and the receipts are not below the average of past years. I have much
pleasure in enclosing a cheque, which I feel owing to the heavy expenses
of your illness and other causes should go for your private use. The
work could not be carried on without you, and a labourer in the vineyard is worthy of his hire." A worker among soldiers writes: " Thank
you most warmly for the two parcels of Gospel literature for the men,
and for your prayers that the Lord may bless the word to them. I
am indeed sorry that your health is so bad; it is sad that you have
been confined to the house for so long, but you can say, 'trust and
not be afraid, for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting strength.' You
.will be interested to hear of the conversion of a man long prayed for
as of outstanding influence in his Battery.. The night he was brought
to the Lord he went to his Barrack room rejoicing in his new-found
Saviour. Then hearing a young fellow in the next bed say something
which as a Christian now jarred on him, as being wrong, he asked him
not to say such things. He is now a wonderfully quiet consistent
Christian and it brings joy to one's heart to hear him pray, 'Lord;
make me so conscious of Thy presence daily that I may not grieve
Thee in any way.' "
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown, .
Bristol 4, January, 1938.
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18rotestant lSearnn.
CELIBACY OF THE CLERGY.
STATEMENT BY THE UNITED PROTESTANT COUNCIL.

United Council of Protestant Societies learns with much concern
that certain leading laymen are pressing upon the authorities in the
Church a proposal to encourage the state of celibacy among the younger
clergy.
The Council believes· that such an enforcing of celibacy would be
an interference with the God-given liberty of the man who, in this,
as in all other matters, seeks first the doing of God's will, and the
progress of God's work.
The Council acknowledges that such a man will1. Avoid a marriage which would mean an unequal yoke between
him and one not one with him in the things of God.
2. Be ready to forego marriage if in the mission field he is called
to witness for Christ in a place impossible for women and children,
which would involve long years of separation.
But these cases are exceptions.
The Council believes that for the Church to enforce celibacy on its
clergy would-·
1. Be contrary to Scripture. The Apostle in a passage condemning
polygamy, while not implying marriage of the clergy to be obligatory,
certainly commends it. "A bishop must be the husband of one wife."
" Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife" (1 Tim. iii. 2, 12).
All the regular clergy would be either bishops or deacons. These
words of his are followed by the solemn warning tha~ some shall depart
from the faith .•' .. forbidding to marry (1 Tim. iv. 1, 3).
2. Be against the verdict of history. The celibacy of the clergy in
the Church of Rome has been acc.ompanied by the most grievous
moral lapses of priests and popes.
3. Give a false idea of holiness. There is no ground for the idea
that a celibate life is a holier state than a married, life.
4. Tend to widen the already too wide gulf between clergy and
people. For the minister's influence for good to be the highest and
best, men must be able to feel that he is a man like themselves, living
a similar life, as only a family man can. A minister can be all this,
while at the same time set apart for special work.
The Council is not surprised that when a living is vacant the congregation and Parochial Church Council frequently ask for, and where
possible patrons prefer, to appoint, a married man, forI. It is much easier for a married. man than for a single man to
work amongst young people with no thought of any other aim in his
mind or theirs than that of their spiritual welfare.
2. It is good for him to have a true helpmeet, whom he can consult
and pray with about every difficulty in perfect confidence, with no
fear of things being unwisely repeated.
THE
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3. A keen, godly wife, one with her husband in serving the parish,
will be an untold asset to almost any parish.. Many things that her
husband cannot do, she can do. No unmarried person can enter into
the life of and help a woman and mothers in a parish as she can.
4. A Christian home, such as the home of every married minister
can be, and should be, in the heart of a parish, is an untold. power for
good, a living witness to Christ.
5. When the birth-rate is falling it is good that the homes of ministers
should do something to lessen the fall, and especially that their 'homes
should be blessed with children, who from their earliest years are led
to truth, to love, and to follow Jesus Christ.
Everyone who knows much of Christian life in the Universities and
of ordination candidates realizes how large a proportion of the very
best men for ministry in the future are the sons of clergy, and have
grown up in a holy, happy, Christian home, and owe everything under
God to the marriage. of a godly minister to a. godly wife.
The Council earnestly prays that nothing be allowed to interfere
with the present freedom of the minister to have a true partner for
life and work, when he believes she is the one of God's choice for him.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has acknowledged the receipt of
the Council's memorandum on the subject of Clerical Celibacy, and
has forwarded it to the secretary of the Commission on the Selection,
Testing, and Training of Candidates for the Ministry.-From The
English Churchman.
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PROTESTANT ITEMS.

1.

DEAN CLOSE AND CATHEDRALS.

AN Anglo-Catholic Archdeacon in reference to the late Protestant
Dean Close of Carlisle, says, Dean Close' of Carlisle wrote, "The
architecture of our Cathedrals was popish, designed and adapted for
Mass-houses, not for hearing and reading God's Word, but for
ceremonies, processions, and solemn operas; and they are therefore
ill-adapted for Protestant congregational services, for common prayer,
and for the preaching of the Gospel."
We fully agree with ~he Dean, and we' fear that we cannot associate
Cathedrals with spirituality of worship and sound Gospel preaching.
2. MASS VESTMENTS.
With regard to Mass Vestments, the Archdeacon above referred to
says,
"The restoration of the Mass Vestments in Cathedral worship in
England is attributable to Dean Hole, who re-introduced them at
Rochester, and Canon Gough, who restored .them at Newcastle
Cathedral in the nineties. Truro followed later, but the' spate of
restoration began with Dean Bennett in 1920, though actually he
was preceded by the indomitable Canon Macleod, who became Vicar,
"
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later Provost, of Wakefield Cathedral in 1919. Possibly Southwark
Cathedral was earlier. . . .
" Beautiful High Mass Vestments were presented to a number of
our greatest cathedrals within the following years, including York,
Winchester, Salisbury, and Chichester. There followed many others,
and to-day they are in use also at Canterbury, Wells, Exeter, St.
Albans, Portsmouth, Guildford, St. David's, Llandaff, Bangor,
Southwell, and no doubt others."
.The words" restoration" and" re-introduced ". in connection with
these popish garments show that until quite recent years these garments
were not worn in our cathedrals.
Reformation simplicity had to some extent prevailed. Now, however, as the result of the Oxford Movement the Popish Mass in illegal
Popish attire is again being celebrated in many of the Cathedrals of
the Established Church whose religion is described as " the Protestant
Reformed Religion established by law."
According to the above quoted authority, Mass Vestments are worn
in at least eighteen cathedrals. Yet the Thirty-nine Articles say,
"The Sacrifices of Masses are blasphemous. fables and dangerous
deceits."
3. ALTARS.
Quoting again the Anglo-Catholic Archdeacon, we read, "Dean
Bennett moved boldly forward in the restoration of the altars of his
Cathedral. Upon his appointment, Chester led the way with fourit was thought then to be exceptional for so many as four altars to be
needed in a Cathedral. Very soon, ten were in use, and a justification
was provided by the assigning each one to a particular society or
guild which had branches throughout the Church. This plan was a
practical adaptation of the medieval idea of Guild Chapels and became
immensely popular,· so that the restoration of altars has proceeded
in all the Cathedrals at an incredible rate, and is still continuing.
Lincoln has fourteen (or is it fifteen ~), Canterbury and Exeter eleven,
Chichester, York, Salisbury, Chester, Truro, and Gloucester, ten, and
so on. Even Newcastle Cathedral, comparatively small though it is,
has eight, all beautifully furnished. A great many of the restored
altars are of solid stone, which applies also to the new high altar of
Norwich Cathedral, and the new high altar of York Minster, with its
Mensa sixteen feet long."-(The Ohurch Times, Dec. 10, 1937, p. 667).
The Protestant Dictionary says, " It is plain the Church of England
knows nothing of any altar, since the word never occurs in the Prayer
Book, while the word 'Table' is found fourteen times." Again,
" By the decision of the Judicial Committee (1857), a stone structure
in place of an ordinary table of wood was declared illegal, and the
same judgement records that 'the Reformers considered the Holy
Communion not as a Sacrifice but as a Feast to be celebrated at the
Lord's Table.' "
Miller's Guide to Ecclesiastical Law, p. 23, says, "The Worshipful
Chancellor Christie, M.A., in the Consistory Court of Manchester, in
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the case of Marshall v. Andrew, June, 1873, said: 'There is another
point of which I am bound to take official notice, and that is the
constant use of the word " altar" in your answer. I need not remind
you of the remarks of Mr. Justice Willes in a recent case in which
he censured even the Clerk of the Justices for using the word " altar " :
and having regard to the judgement of the Privy Council in the case,
of Westerton v. Liddell, I cannot allow a plea to be filed in this Court
which calls the Communion table an "altar." If this case goes elsewhere, I should be blamed for allowing such a word to go from this
Court.' "
It is lamentable in the extreme to notice how the externals
connected with the Mass and the doctrine behind them have
gained a wide foothold in the Church of England. Yet it is
suggested that we should this year thank God for the setting up of
the Bible in Parish Churches, four hundred years ago, but we must
not say anything of a controversial character. The Romanizing of
the Church of England is to go on at a rapid rate, but we must all
quietly and meekly acquiesce in the undoing of the work of our
martyred Reformers.
Besides, think of the appalling sums of money which are spent on
these unscriptural externals, and the declining income of those Societies
who are seeking to make known the Gospel to the heathen.
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lltebtel.ll5 aniJ jtotices of lSoaks.
Is THERE NOT A CAUSE? By Rev. Peter M. Chisholm. Pp. 200.
Price 2s. net, postage 3d. (From the author, Free Church Manse,
Lochalsh, Scotland; or from Pickering & Inglis Ltd., London.)
The author, in his Preface, says, " An effort is here made to pass
in brief retrospect the leading events of fulfilled prophecy... to trace
the subtle windings of ' the mystery of iniquity' from its rise to its
consummation and fall ... and, finally, to note the manifold blessings
which are in store for humanity at large once mystical Babylon has
fallen." He regards Daniel's "little horn" as Antichrist, and his
kingdom as Papal Rome, whose final judgement and destruction
will take place at " the coming of Christ to inaugurate His spiritual
reign." Papal Rome is, in the author's view, the Babylon of
Revelation xvii. (page 151).
He applies the closing words of Daniel xi. to the Pope. He thinks
the Pope will at least temporarily transfer his seat to Jerusalem,
and he quotes with approval the lines"When Rome shall be destroyed by fire
The beast is living still,
The Pope shall leave the Vatican
And build on Zion's hill." (p.' 158)

The Gospel Magazine

91

He adopts the views of Patrick Fairbairn, David Brown, and others,
who regard the state of the Church referred to in· Revelation xxi.
and xxii. "as a description of a bright state of the Church upon
earth" (page 175). The Millenium will be the spiritual reign of Christ
on earth for a thousand years which follows the fall of mystical
Babylon, i.e., Papal Rome. It will not be, he thinks, a new dispensation (pages 175-177). Christ will not reign personally on earth,
but will rule "by the gracious influences of His Spirit, in order to
raise the Church to her meridian glory on earth'" (page 178).
He describes as " enthusiasts-pious men," those" who look for
the personal appearance of the Lord and the physical resurrection of
the just at this time. Scripture however, provides no support for
either" (page 178).
Thus, in his view, the Millenium will tak~ place before Christ's
coming. The doctrine of the two literal resurrections of Revelation xx.
he rejects (pages 178-180). "The first resurrection" denotes, he
thinks, "merely a resurrection of character" (page 182).
The prophecy of our Lord's coming in 2 Thessalonians i. 7-9 will,
in the author's view, be fulfilled at the end, not at the beginning
of the Millenium (page 194).
Some of the chapters in this volume. are occupied with a brief
history of the Church down to the Reformation period. There is
much good matter in the volume, but we are bound to say that we
do not share the author's interpretations of the prophetical Scriptures.
We are amazed, however, that he should say, " There has accumulated
a heterogeneous mass of Atheists, Spiritualists, Modernists, gamblers,
and gangsters-all searching after God, and with none to give them
guidance in their hour of need-none to give them God" (page 149).
The inspired apostle says, "There is none that seeketh after God"
(Rom. iii. 11).
THE CORONATION OATH. WHAT ABOUT IT ~ By A. W. L. Pp. 32.
Price 3d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
The· anonymous writer of this pamphlet believes that the alteration
of the Coronation Oath in order to bring it into line with the Statute
of Westminster required the sanction of Parliament. The pamphlet
is well worth reading, though it may be thought that only lawyers
are competent to decide the points raised. The question might be
raised, if the Church of England were disestablished, could we any
longer speak of "the Protestant Reformed Religion established by
law " ~
THE ORANGEMAN'S CATECHISM. By WaIter AlIen. Pp. 24. Price 3d.
(David Catt, 21, Clapton Square, London, E.5).
This Catechism is designed for use in connection with Orange
Juvenile Lodges. It answers such questions as" What is a Christian ~ "
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" What is the Rule of the Christian's Life?" " What is the Church 1 "
" What is Protestantism ?" "What do we owe to the Reformation ? "
Then having referred to Tyndale's New Testament and other historical
-events, it proceeds to deal at length with the arrival of William of
Orange and the deliverance from Popery which his arrival effected in
the land. Other historical questions and answers deal with the origin
of the Orange Order, and its firm .stand in Ireland and elsewhere
against Popish influences. Though the Catechism is primarily
designed for young people, it contains a great deal of valuable matter
suitable for adults.
THE SOVEREIGNTY. OF DIVINE MERCY.
(From C. H. Spurgeon's " Evening Readings, for
Nov. 25th.)
" For He saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."ROMANS ix. 15.
IN these words the Lord in the plainest manner claims the right to
give or to withhold His mercy according to His Own sovereign will.
As the prerogative of life and death is vested in the monarch, so the
Judge of all the earth has a right to spare or cond~mn the guilty, as
may seem best in His sight. Men by their sins have forfeited all claim
upon God; they deserve to perish for their sins-and if they all do so,
they have no ground for complaint. If the Lord steps in to save
any, He may do so if the ends of justice are not thwarted; but if
He judges it best to leave the condemned to suffer the righteous
sentence, none may arraign Him at their bar. Foolish and impudent
are all those discourses about the rights of men to be all placed on
the same footing; ignorant, if not worse, are those contentions against
discriminating grace, which are but the rebellions of proud human
nature against the crown and sceptre of J ehovah. When we are
brought to see our own utter ruin and ill desert, and the justice of
the Divine verdict against sin, we no longer cavil at the truth that
the Lord is not bound to save us; we do not murmur if He chooses
to save others, as though He were doing us an injury, but feel that
if He deigns to look upon us, it will be His Own free act of undeserved
goodness, for which we shall ever bless His Name.
How shall those who are the subjects of Divine election sufficiently
adore the grace of God? They have no room for boasting, for
sovereignty most effectually excludes it. The Lord's will alone is
glorified, and the very notion of human merit is cast out to everlasting
contempt.
There is, no, more humbling doctrine in Scripture than that of
election, none more promotive of gratitude, and, consequently, none
more sanctifying. Believers should .not be afraid of it, but adoringly
rejoice in it.
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