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THE SALVATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
" The salvation of the righteous is of the LORD."-PSALM xxxvii. 39.

WE were much impressed with the story of the two little boys
which appeared in the Young Folks' Page for September last.
These two little fellows were walking together in the street of a
large city talking somewhat loudly. The writer of the Young
Folks' Page was passing them and overheard their conversation.
The boys appeared to be only nine or ten years old. One of them
had had an accident to his finger and he had been attended to by
nurses, and the finger was now practically all right. In reference
to this experience the boy said, "It was GOD did it. Not the
nurses. 'Twasn't the nurses made my finger well.-It was GOD."
The other boy replied, "Yes, 'twas GOD did it. But He did it
through the things what the nurses put on."
The first boy was evidently convinced in his mind that the real
author of the cure was GOD, and so he replied, "Well, it was GOD
did it anyway."
This touching record of the conversation of two little boys
illustrates the great truth declared in the portion of Scripture
placed at the head of this Family Portion-" The salvation of the
righteous is of the LORD."
He is the Author of their salvation, whether it be a temporal
salvation or a spiritual salvation. True, He often uses means to
bring about the end He has in view, but these means are of no
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avail unless He is pleased to use them. We read, "It pleased
GOD by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe,"
but how many thousands hear the Gospel preached and yet are
not saved.
The Apostle Paul occupied a whole day in expounding Gospel
truth to the Jews in Rome. He thus made use of means, but the
means used were only effectual in the case of some of his hearers.
" Some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed
not." The apostle evidently suggests that the failure to believe
on the part of many Jews in his day was judicial blindness. (Acts
xxviii. 23-27.)
Why did some believe while others believed not? Must not the
answer be that the time to favour and save some had come. Hence,
GOD by His SPIRIT operated on their hearts, and the Gospel came to
them" not in word only, but also in power, and in the HOLY
GHOST." Hence they were saved. It was "GOD did it," not
Paul, though He used Paul as a means. "'Twasn't Paul that
saved them. It was GOD." Their salvation was of the LORD.
Solemn indeed are the words of the Apostle John when he says,
"Though He had done so many miracles before them, yet they
believed not on Him: that the saying of Esaias the prophet
might be fulfilled, which He spake, LORD, who hath believed our
report? and to whom hath the arm of the LORD been revealed?
Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart,
and be converted, and I should heal them. These things said
Esaias, when he saw His glory, and spake of Him " (John xii. 37-41).
Evidently there is such a thing as Divine judicial blindness, and,
inasmuch as faith is the gift of GOD (Eph. ii. 8), it follows that no
sinner believes on the LORD JESUS CHRIST until GOD in mercy
so operates on his heart that he is led to trust wholly in the merits
of CHRIST, and thus experiences the salvation of GOD. What else
can he then say,. but that" It was GOD did it"? He it is who hath
saved me and called me with a holy calling, not according to my
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given me in CHRIST JESUS before the world began (see 2 Tim. i. 9).
This truth was in the mind of McCheyne when he wrote,
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" When free grace awoke me, by light from on high,

Then legal fears shook me, I trembled to die ;
No refuge, no safety in self could I 'seeJEHOVAH Tsidkenu my SAVIOUR must be..
" My terrors all vanished before the sweet name;
My guilty fears banished, with boldness I came
To drink at the fountain, life-giving and freeJEHOVAH Tsidkenu is all things to me."
This truth was in the mind of Thomas Kelly when he wrote,
" Salvation is of GOD alone;
'Tis He Who breaks the heart of stone,
Who makes self-righteousness to cease,
And gives the troubled conscience peace."
This truth was in the mind of the great apostle to the Gentiles
when he wrote, "By the grace of GOD I am what I am." Let us
ever keep in mind that "the salvation of the righteous is of
the LORD."
1. First, let us remember that the LORD extends His saving mercy
to the righteous before they become righteous.
" There is none righteous, no, not one." If, therefore, salvation
was extended only to those who are by nature righteous, not one
would be saved. But CHRIST says, " I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance" (Luke v. 32). He came to seek and
to save that which was lost. He" came into the world to save
sinners."
Moreover, it was said of Him, "This man receiveth sinners."
There is hope, then, for us. We are poor sinners. We have no
righteousness of our own. We are ready to say, "Vile and full of
sin I am," "I am all unrighteousness,"
,
"Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, SAVIOUR, or I die."
For our comfort, however, it is written, "GOD commendeth His
love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, CHRIST died for
us" (Rom. v. 8). Thus GOD loved His people while they were
yet sinners, and sent His SON to redeem them. It is through
CHRIST'S atoning death that believing sinners are saved or redeemed
from the curse of the law, and GOD, in mercy, sent Him to redeem
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long before millions of sinners whom He intended to save were
born.
The Apostle Paul felt he was the chief of sinners, yet GOD, with
full knowledge that Paul would sin so grievously, separated him
from his mother's womb, and later, when he was a blasphemer and
a persecutor of His people, He called him by His grace (see Gal.
i. 15).
2. Secondly, GOD saves the righteous when they are dead in trespasses
and sins..
That was the condition of the Ephesian saints. They were
spiritually dead. They were walking according to the course of
\;'h~ '""W"'O-b'b., " JTIlfn'u:rng'ine a.esrres 01 the tJ.eSh and. ot the n:lina, and
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others." At that
time they were without CHRIST, without hope, without GOD, and
destitute of the righteousness of CHRIST. "But GOD, Who is rich
in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved them, even when
they were dead in sins, quickened them together with CHRIST"
and saved them by His grace.
Being quickened and regenerated they saw what sinners they
were, and how destitute they were of any righteousness of their
own, and they were thankful to be led by the SPIRIT to behold
CHRIST as the LORD their righteousness. Ever afterwards they
would be enabled by the SPIRIT'S power to bring forth" the fruits
of righteousness," but the sanctifying and justifying mercy of
GOD was first experienced. The LORD was the Author of their
regeneration. He began the good work which issues in their final
glorification. He sees His people in the horrible pit of sin. He
brings them out. He sets their feet upon the Rock. He establishes
their goings. He puts a new song into their mouths, .even praise
unto their GOD, the Author of their salvation.
3. Thirdly, the LO:&1:> saves the righteous from the penalty of their
sins.
By nature they are unrighteous. By nature they are sinners,
and the wages of their sin is death. Moreover, they are absolutely
helpless to save themselves from the just penalty which their sins
deserve. If they are to be saved, the salvation must come from a
source outside themselves. Not by works of righteousness which
they do, but according to Divine mercy they are saved. And
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how was that mercy displayed? "Herein is love, not that we
loved GOD, but that He loved us, and sent His SON to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). From the curse which the law
pronounced upon them CHRIST redeemed His people, by being made
a curse for them. Thus there is no condemnation for them who
are trusting in His merits. They can say, "In whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). "The terrors of law, and
of GOD, with me can have nothing to do: my SAVIOUR'S obedience
and blood hide all my transgressions from view."
The judgment which GOD'S Word reveals will eventually come
upon the unrighteous is awful in the extreme, but those who are
trusting in the blood and righteousness of CIiRIST can say, "GOD
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10).
Oh, the infinite mercy of being delivered from the wrath to
come! Such deliverance or salvation is of the LORD. He it is
Who saves His people. They do not in any measure save themselves. To Him alone must be the glory.
4. Fourthly, the Lord saves the righteous daily from the power
of sin.
The longer they live the more they realize that in them, that is, in
their flesh, there dwelleth no good thing. The flesh, the corrupt
nature is still there. If they say they have no sin they deceive
themselves, and the truth is not in them. But it is a bitter grief
to them if they find themselves giving way to sins of thought,
word, or deed.
Poor Peter wept bitterly when he realized how grievously he had
sinned against his LORD. Mercifully the majority of the LORD'S
people are preserved from falling so grievously as did Peter, but
they are capable of doing so, if left to themselves. Only Divine
power upholds them. Daily they need to say, "Hold up my
goings in Thy paths that my footsteps slip not"; "Hold Thou me
up, and I shall be safe: .and I will have respect unto Thy statutes
continually" (Ps. xvii. 5 ; cxix. 117).
We need daily to take heed to the warning, "Let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12). The
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falls of GOD'S people in Old Testament times are " written for our
admonition." They are recorded to warn us. We may fall as
_did they. Hence our daily salvation from sin's power is only of
the LORD. Our Divine SAVIOUR is able also" to save them to the
uttermost (i.e., completely) that come unto GOD by Him, seeing
He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
The righteous, therefore, need to be more and more comers unto
GOD. They need to give themselves continually to prayer. They
cannot afford to rise late and rush off to their daily duties. They
are in spiritual peril every day. Sometimes they may be faced
with greater perils than at other times. They need then to be
fortified. They need to be prepared for war-spiritual conflict.
The throne of grace is always accessible, and they are encouraged
to "come boldly unto the throne of grace, that they may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16).
They need mercy every time they draw near, and they need
abundant grace to help every day. The conflict with sin and
Satan is continuous. Hence fortifying grace is needed always.
To this end the righteous need to meditate day and night with their
Bibles open before them. "Thy Word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against Thee." "By the Word of Thy lips
I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer" (Ps. cm. 11;
xvii. 4).
The Psalmist did not neglect his Bible, nor should we. Hence
we should arrange to have time to read and think over the Word
of GOD ere we read the newspaper, or come in contact with men.
And in addition we need to have time for deliberate prayer.
"Pray without ceasing." "Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the .SPIRIT." The crying need of the day is not
more conferences, conventions, and meetings, but more personal
study of the Word of GOD, and more personal intercourse with
GOD in prayer. GOD is able to make all grace abound toward His
people, and they need to come to Him for abounding grace and to
abound in coIning.
5. Lastly, the LORD saves the righteous from a variety of troubles.
Their troubles are not few. "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all" (Ps.
xxxiv. 19).
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In all their troubles He is their salvation. They may be in great
danger, but He can deliver.
Look at Noah. Why did he not perish in the flood? It was
the LORD directed him to build an ark to the saving of his house.
Look at Lot. Why was he not ~~stroyed with the people of
Sodom? It was because the Lord sent two angels to deliver him.
Look at Peter. Why did not Herod put him to death? It was
because the LORD sent His angel and delivered him from the hand
of Herod and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.
Look at Elijah. Why did he not die of starvation? It was
because the LORD commanded the ravens to feed him, and afterwards commanded a poor widow to sustain him. There is no limit
to His saving power, and He "knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished" (2 Peter ii. 9).
We often don't know how to save ourselves. We have to say
with Jehoshaphat, "Neither know we what to do, but our eyes are
upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 12). Why upon Thee? Because" the
salvation of the righteous is of the LORD." We often have to stand
still and see the salvation of the LORD.
Let us, then, take comfort from this truth. Let us note the last
two verses of this thirty-seventh Psalm. Pause and read them
slowly.
"The salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: He is their
strength in the time of trouble." Read on again. "And the
LORD shall help them, and deliver them: He shall deliver them
from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"No righteousness besides the righteousness of Jesus (that is, the
righteousness of God) is of any avail towards acceptance."-(Hart.)
" A BRANCH is nothing, and can do nothing, without the vine; if
separated from the vine, it dies immediately. Believers, too, are
nothing, and can do nothing, without Christ. He is their all in
. everything, and if they could be separated from Him, they would
die a spiritual death directly."-(John Berridge.)
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TAKE HEED HOW AND WHAT.
"Take heed therefore how ye hear."-LuKE viii. 18.
. " Take heed what ye hear."-MARK iv. 24.

BOTH these injunctions of our Lord were addressed to His disciples,
and they were both spoken immediately after our Lord had explained
to them the parable of the sower. In that explanation our Lord
indicated that the seed represented the Word of God, and the
different kinds of ground represented the different conditions of
the human heart when the Word is preached. Some hearers of
the Word are like the wayside hearers. Their hearts are thoroughly
hardened and wholly unprepared for the incorruptible seed of the
Gospel to take root. "Then cometh the devil, and taketh away
the Word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved"
(Luke viii. 12).
The devil is no friend of those who hear the Gospel. His object
is to prevent them from believing in Christ. He knows that all
who believe in Him will be saved, but it is no part of his work to
promote the salvation of sinners. His aim is to keep them in the
broad way that leads to hell. Hence, when the heart is hard and
the seed of God's Word is sown in it, he comes and takes it away
and blots it out of their memories, "lest they should believe and
be saved." He is the enemy both of God and man.
Other hearers are like rocky ground. They at first receive the
Word with joy. But the rocky nature of their hearts prevents
the seed from taking deep and lasting root. Hence when tribulation or persecution arises because of the Word they fall away. They
have never counted the cost of being genuine believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ. They cannot stand the test of persecution, which
comes to all who range themselves courageously and fully on the
side of Christ.
The thorny ground represents hearers whose hearts are preoccupied
" with cares and riches and pleasures of this life." Hence, though
they hear the Word they bring forth no fruit to perfection.
The good ground hearers represent those whose hearts have been,
so to speak, ploughed up by the Holy Spirit, and made ready to
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receive the Word with an honest and good heart. They are enabled
to understand the Word and to grasp its saving truths. They
prize it and hold it fast, and bring forth fruit, "some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty" (see Matt. xiii. 23; Luke viii. 15)
Our Lord's teaching in regard to the good ground suggests the
presence and power of another Agent besides the sower of Gospel
truth. The good ground is ground prepared and made ready for
the saving reception of the Gospel. Surely this suggests the
awakening, quickening, and regenerating operations of the Spirit
either prior to or at the time when the Word is sown. The sinner
while dead in sin is incapable of welcoming the truth preached, but
when the Gospel comes, not in word only, but in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, the heart is quickened and made ready to receive the
truth about its sinful and perilous state and to welcome the assurance of the justifying, pardoning, and cleansing power of the blood
of Christ in the case of all to whom faith in Christ's merits is given.
The believing sinner is then consciously "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever."
The varied effects which follow the sowing of the seed in the
parable of the Sower suggest the varied effects which follow the
preaching of the Gospel.
This led our Lord to say, " TAKE HEED THEREFORE how YE HEAR."
The Gospel is the Word of God, and even unconverted persons need
to be concerned how they listen to God's voice speaking in the
Gospel Message.
If their hearts are thoroughly hardened they become an easy
prey to the power of the devil, who will take away the Word sown
lest they should believe and be saved.'
If their hearts are stony the Word can take no permanent root,
and hence they cannot stand the test of persecution. . If their
hearts are preoccupied with cares, riches, and worldly pleasures
the Word is sure to be choked. How many hearers are amongst
the thorny-ground hearersI
DOMESTIC CARES AND BUSINESS CARES unduly occupy their
hearts. They bring these cares with them on the Lord's day, if
they are Church or Chapel goers. They occupy their thoughts
during the times of prayer, praise, and the reading and preaching
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of God's Word, with the result that no saving benefit is
experienced.
OR, THE RICHES OF THIS WORLD are in the foreground of their
minds. What is it that makes many business men so keen in their
business ~ The desire to become rich. What is it that makes the
gambler so keen in his business ~ The desire to become rich. What
is it that influences the poor to indulge in games of chance ~ The
desire to add to the contents of their purses. What is it that is
behind Sunday trains, Sunday trams, Sunday buses, Sunday
concerts, Sunday cinemas, Sunday opening of shops, and the
Sunday reading of business letters ~ The desire to become rich.
Then what happens ~ Hear the inspired Word of God. " When
he (the rich man) dieth, he shall carry nothing away: his glory
shall not descend after him" (Ps. xlix. 16, 17). The inspired
counsel is, "If riches increase, set not your heart upon them"
(Ps. lxii. 10). Riches may be a terrible snare, even to the godly
man. Grace alone can keep such a one. Riches may choke the
Word which is able to make a man wise unto salvation, and the
possessor of riches may die without hope, without God, and without
Christ.
Or the pleasures of this life may so occupy the heart that the
Word of the Gospel is choked.
Here is another of the thorns which plays havoc with the Word
preached if the pleasure seeker wends his way to a place where the
Gospel is preached, and how abundant now are the pleasures of
the world. One of the characteristics of the last days is that men
are" lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 4).
Even pleasures that are good in themselves may crowd out the
Word. How evident it is now that pleasures of this life are choking
the Word. How theY' abound everywhere.
Many years ago our dear friend Mr. John E. Hazelton invited
us to speak at the annual meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friends
Society. It was held at the Cannon Street Hotel, London. We
stayed at Mr. Hazelton's house. We were taken by Miss Hazelton
in the bus to the meeting, and on our way she pointed out that a
few years previously no cinemas could be seen on the route, whereas
as we journeyed we passed large numbers of such worldly places
of amusement. These places, we understand, are crowded, and
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crowded often in one day, but churches and chapels are to a large
extent empty. Sad to say, in a large number of such places of
worship the pure Word of the Gospel is not preached, but even
where it is preached it often happens that there is no hunger for
the Bread of life. The Word is being choked by cinemas, whistdrives, and dances, concerts, dramatic farces, and Sunday driving
in cars to the seaside. " Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God" abound, and the God in Whose hand their breath is, and Who
is the source of all their temporal mercies is absolutely forgotten.
Parents and children are mad after pleasures, and even the
professing Church is guilty of fostering the growth of these thorns
that choke the Word.
How needful it is that the Lord's true people should prayerfully
consider if in any way they too may allow pleasures to choke the
Word. It is verily possible for the Word to be largely crowded out
by good music, good company, and good books. In these days of
abounding iniquity, the Lord's true people need to beware increasingly lest they follow the multitude to do evil.
Evidently only those who hear the Word with hearts prepared by
the Spirit can hear it profitably. It is sadly possible for true
believers to hear the Word with little or no profit because of being
preoccupied while in their pews with the things of the world. How
we need to pray beforehand that we may be ready for prayer,
ready for praise, ready to hear the Word of God read and preached.
The injunction of our Lord is still needed. "Take heed therefore
HOW

ye hear."

Our prayer should be, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" (Ps. cxix. 18). With Cornelius
we need to be able to say, "Now, therefore, are we all here present
before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God"
(Acts x. 33). It is no light matter to hear the Word of the
Gospel. We need to pray for grace that we may hear it reverently
and with godly fear.
THE EDITOR.

"LET others choose the sons of mirth,

To give a relish to their wine;
I love the men of heavenly birth,
Whose thoughts and language are divine."

(Watts.)
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" And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee,
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren."-LuKE xxii. 31, 32.
How effectual is the call by grace! No evading it, no desire to do so !
It is sovereign and irresistible to a people" made willing in the day
of His power." They are called to come, and they do come by the
holy compunction of Him Who called them. They are drawn by
the cords of everlasting love, and blessed be the God of their salvation,
they are kept ever afterward.
It was so with the subject of our text. Peter had heard the voice
of the Lamb of God calling him to " take up his cross and follow Me "
(Matt. xvi. 24); and again in the days of his Resurrected Lord and
after his base denial and fall-" Follow thou Me" (John xxi. 22).
And grace restored him, kept him, and enabled him to testify of his
wonderful God and Saviour and the wonders of grace wrought in him.
The Great and the Good Shepherd and Bishop of his soul had plucked
His straying sheep from the very jaws of the roaring lion, and he
was now returned to his Father's House and keeping. "I have
prayed for thee," wrought that mighty miracle, and the great Keeper
of His blood-bought sheep could declare to His Father of His own
blood-bought triumphs, "of them whom Thou hast given Me, have
I lost none. Not one of them is lost."
No wonder poor Peter could write of that blessedly true word
" kept"! His very fall (though God forbid that anyone of us should
ever sin that grace might abound I), but his very fall and recovery,
and all it taught him, sanctified to the Lord's dear servant, had its
gracious and beneficial results. It caused him to go softly; tread
more humbly and watchfully, and to walk more prayerfully, leaning
upon Another's strength and not his own; to watch and pray against
temptation, and to seek ever to dwell under the covert of the precious
blood of sprinkling for cleansing and keeping efficacy. The Peter
in the Gospels was a very different Peter of the Epistles from his
inspired pen! Grace educates; grace humbles a man; grace brings
down out of self, and exalts in a precious Christ; grace gives the
subject of it to look away from every thing and everyone short of
his Living Hope and Mighty Saviour.
The late beloved and greatly esteemed "E. C.," of Bath, who
was wont to write so sweetly in the pages of our magazine on " The
Glories of Christ," once said, "It is a great mercy to be made to
walk tenderly and soberly before the Lord. A bad, unsavoury profession is not the effect of a spiritual walk. It is of more consequence
which way the feet are walking than how the tongue is talking. If
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the feet be dipped in oil, the pilgrim will be oft running to the Throne
of Grace; his spirit will be kept in some manner meekened and
chastened, his heart humbled, and his conscience tender; his mind
stayed upon his Lord; his understanding sweetly enlightened; his
eye single to the glory of God. And thus will he be ' acceptable to
his brethren,' but rejected by others who hate his light and despise
his grace."
Oh, beloved reader, you and I prove more and more, as our lives
lengthen out and the daily besetments of Satan seem more and more
subtle (and that after so much mercy past i), how awfully real a foe
he is, and what vigilance is needed on our part to " watch and pray
lest we enter into temptation."
" The grace of God," says that eminent servant of His, Archbishop
Leighton, "in the heart of man is a very tender plant in a strange
unkindly soil, and therefore cannot well prosper and grow, without
tender care and pains, and that of a Skilful Hand, and which hath
the art of cherishing it." And blessed be God, Who is the Mighty
Watcher of His saints, and keeper of His vineyard, that thus they
are" kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation." And
all this did his Lord for His poor erring disciple, who wandered so
far; who so constantly promised things which in his own strength
he could not perform, and who at length so basely denied his Lord.
You and I have often doubtless prayed in our inmost hearts as we
have sung the words with others :"Jesus, let Thy pitying eye
Call back a wandering sheep :
False to Thee, like Peter, I
Would fain with Peter, weep:
Let me by Thy grace restored
On me be all its fulness shown.
Turn and look· upon me, Lord.
And break this heart of stone."

It was in such a line of thought as the above that I was recently
reading through the two Epistles of Peter, and how abundantly by
the restoring grace of his all-forgiving and enabling Lord he sought
to "strengthen the brethren." Free and rich had been the grace
of his Saviour that worked in him, and here he is under its sweet,
effectual and constraining and recovering influences, writing to the
brethren; and always keeping well in thought "the sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ," which alone was the hope of every coming
sinner and kept saint. If you think, dear reader, of the Peter in
his earlier days, and ponder everyone of his impetuous and selfreliant remarks, and contrast him with the "restored" Peter of his
Epistles, you will find it a delightful meditation to follow up his
exhortations and see what grace had done for him through his God
and Saviour, through the sore chastening unto " the peaceable fruits
of righteousness." Thus we find him exhorting the elect strangers
whom he was addressing to "gird up the loins of your mind"
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(1 Peter 1. 13). He is addressing them as those accustomed to the
wearing of long garments in those countries and how for their journeyings they needed to gather them up into the girdle that their progress
be not hindered.
But there is more in the apostle's exhortation as he speaks of " the
loins of their mind." That is to seek to have all their affections
set upon heavenly things, and with the mind to serve the Lord in
full purpose of heart. Thus, just as the outward garments, well girt
up, were prevented from becoming bedraggled with the earth, so
much more so the loins of the mind evidence the beautiful garments
of salvation in the walk and warfare of the believer. Then, in the
same verse and also in chapter v, verse 8, he writes, "be sober."
"Be of sound mind, think and act discreetly" (Bullinger). Just
the very opposite line of thought and action in the poor Peter of
earlier days-always so full of impetuosity and weak self-made
promises! He is now possessed of that filial fear which sobers and
puts no trust in self, and looks to God alone; which walks humbly
and passes the time of sojourning in fear, knowing at what a cost
the sinner has been redeemed, and how thrice precious is the allatoning blood.
Then we read from his inspired pen how he exhorts his brethren
to "lay aside all malice and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies,
and all evil speakings." What then Peter? How would you act?
What would you be? Oh! what a lovely Christ-exalting desire
he makes for himself and these elect strangers! "As new-born
babes, desire the the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow
thereby" (1 Peter ii. 1, 2). What a gracious reaching out and attainment! How grace humbles the subject of it and exalts the Giver
of it! To be brought in desire to be as helpless and dependent upon
Another, and a strength not your own, as a new-born babe, is a
Heavenly desire and a safe place for infants in the lowest form in
Christ's school of grace, as also for the oldest scholar there.
And again we come to another of his now gentle exhortations in
1 Peter ii. 11. With all the loving consideration, learned so deeply
and so humiliatingly by himself, he says, " Dearly beloved, I beseech
you, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul." Everything of the flesh, the pride of the heart, the lust of the eye, and the
straying of the feet, all are to be watched against and avoided, as warring
against the soul. To be so on the alert, on your watch tower, and
ever remembering the intrigues of the great enemy of souls, if not
" as a roaring lion," yet" as an angel of light," seeking unceasingly
his prey. So, beloved brethren, be ever seeking to be hidden under
the covert of the precious Blood of· Sprinkling, in the clefts of the
Smitten Rock, the alone safe Hiding Place. Leave the world and its
followers-cc Touch not, taste not, handle not" their allurements.
Show by your lives, your conversation, and your conduct Whose
you are and Whom you desire to serve, and seek those sacred pleasures
which alone can satisfy.
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But we must draw our meditation to a close. There are other
references bearing upon our subject in these two Epistles, wherein
the beloved and much-forgiven apostle sought to carry out his Divine
Master's instruction when "converted." The readers might make
a profitable meditation for their own souls therein. But we close
with the exhortation which includes and crowns all the rest. It
comes from the depths of a much forgiven and therefore much loving
heart of the restored and converted apostle. He, who denied his
Lord so basely, he who" wept bitterly," and mourned repentantly,
he writes to his brethren to "be clothed with humility; for God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God; that He may exalt
you in due time" (1 Peter v. 5, 6). "As new-born babes" in themselves, and acknowledging the mighty hand of their Sovereign Lord
of all, whatever your state and condition; however heavy the affiiction
laid upon you; however cutting the trial of your pathway; the
long endurance of contradiction and misjudgment; humble yourselves.
Take it all as from His gracious and mighty hand, knowing that there
you are safe, left to His care, His judgment, and His subsequent
deliverance.
Children of God, take these exhortations home to your own hearts.
Seek always to walk very humbly, very tenderly, considering at
what a cost you have been redeemed, and that He has pledged Himself
that you shall be consequently" kept," and in His own time He
will deliver. "In due time." Not your time; and not the time
when over and over again you may have supposed that now the
deliverance is at hand. It is "in due time," and that is His own
appointed time and the right moment when, having waited to be
gracious, He at length sees the sanctified results of the furnace process,
the refining of the gold, and the purging of the dross. His own work
perfected, He will exalt and deliver His much tried servant that
He, the God of all your pilgrimage, may "alone be exalted in
that day."
Beloved reader, may you and I, as once lost, undone, guilty, yet
now much forgiven sinners, think of these uplifting words, "But
I have prayed for thee," when at our lowest moments, and then think
of what prayer was to our precious Redeemer and Suffering Saviour.
What the depths of His soul agony must have been we can never
know. His love was unfathomable! How can we plumb the depths
of those words, "Being in an agony, He prayed more earnestly."
And again, "Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up
prayers and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto Him
that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in that He
feared. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things that He suffered" (Heb. v. 7, 8).
.
Oh! how shall we loathe and hate our sins; mourn for our wicked,
guilty departures in thought, word, or deed; grieve over our coldness
and barrenness, to say nothing of our grievous falls; and wonder,
S
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" Can ever God dwell here" in such a heart as mine? It is the muchforgiven sinners who can join with dear Kent in smgmg"Sov'reign grace o'er sin abounding!
Ransom'd souls the tidings swell;
'Tis a deep that knows no sounding,
Who its breadth or length can tell ?
On its glories,
Let my soul for ever dwell."

" Seeing then," says our same apostle, in speaking of the passing
away of the heavens and the earth and all things created, "seeing
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness." "Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of Him at last in peace, without spot, and blameless." And
once more, " Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before,
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory,
both now and for ever. Amen" (2 Peter iii. 11, 14, 17, 18).
R.
SPECIAL

REDEMPTION.

By ELISHA COLES.
(Extract from his Discourse on Divine Sovereignty.)
THE doctrine of special and peculiar redemption is further confirmed
by those perilous consequents which attend the doctrine of general
redemption, as it is commonly held forth: for, (1) It seems to reflect
on the wisdom of God, as imputing to Him such a contrivance for
men's salvation as was altogether frustrable; which is far from convincing the world, that Christ crucified is the wisdom of God. (2) It
also seems to tax God of injustice, as not discharging those whose
transgressions are answered for by their Surety; or else, that the
sufferings of Christ were not sufficient to make a discharge due to them.
Or, (3) It insinuates a deficiency of power, or want of goodwill, to
prosecute His design to perfection. (4) It makes men boasters,
suspending the virtue and success of all that Christ hath done for
them upon something to be done by themselves, which He is not the
doer of; and, consequently, that men are principals in procuring
their own salvation: and so Christ shall have but His thousands, in
truth, His nothing, while freedom of will shall have its ten thousands to
cry up the praise of men: this is not" that the Lord alone should be
exalted." (5) It would also follow, that those who are saved and
gone to heaven have nothing more of Christ's to glory in and praise
Him for, than those who are perished and gone to hell; for, according
to the principles of general redemption, He did and doeth for all alike,
and no more for one than for another.
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,Srrmonfi anb N O!tfi of ,Sermons.
OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S CARE.

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

"Casting all your care upon Him, for He carethfor you."-l

PETER

v. 7.

THE minds of some of us were at morning service to-day directed to
the very precious grace which God confers in measure upon all His
people, namely, the grace of humility; and the case was illustrated by
that tried, that sorely tried woman, who came in her need to the Lord
Jesus for healing, saying in her heart, If I may but touch His garment,
I shall be whole. And she came in the crowd that pressed upon Jesus,
and with a trembling finger touched the fringe of His garment and
was made whole. God delights in the humble, and it is His pleasure
to put the last first, and there is a context you will observe connected
with our passage to-night which speaks to like effect. The sixth verse
says, " Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God."
All God's people are in His hand, that is their privilege. The Lord
Jesus testified of this truth, you remember, in those very precious
passages which we find in the tenth chapter of John, where He said,
"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me :
and I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father which gave
them Me is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
My Father's hand." All His saints are in His hand, but whilst this is
true there are times when the pressure of that loving hand tries, proves,
and exercises the objects of the Father's love. The pressure of His
Providence at times is painful, but it is love nevertheless that lays the
burden of pressure upon the dear child of God. There is not one of
the Lord's own here to-night, who is groaning under some providential
burden or other, who is not at this very moment enduring the pressure
of a loving hand. God holds His providences, remember, in His own
keeping; the providences may press us, but God has His grip of the
providences and they cannot overpress us-" cast down, but not
destroyed." Therefore, it is well to learn through grace this lesson,
" Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God." Is His hand
pressing severely upon you at the present time ~ Then it is a time
especially to seek the grace of humility, the grace which will enable
you to be pressed under the pressure and yet say from the heart, It is
love that presseth me. "Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God"; you notice the" therefore," and that links us
on to the fifth verse, " God giveth grace." Humble yourselves, therefore, because He giveth grace. Seek more grace and especially the
grace of humility, and then God's work will be prospered in your soul,
for He does not take pleasure in grieving or afRicting His people, but
by the love He bears them He appoints them their troubles and their
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crosses that He by sanctifying these may do them lasting good. No
afHiction, said one, " for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous." How blessed it is, I was thinking as I came down here this
evening, that the Bible always speaks the truth accurately, deals with
things as they are and not from some ideal standpoint; deals with the
world as a sinful world, deals with the people of God as those who are
subject to many infirmities, takes these facts in hand, does not dispute
them. And so in this place, no affiiction, "no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous." God's people have their
griefs, the Word of God does not dispute it. The Word of God on the
other hand recognizes the fact that afHictions are grievous to God's
people. God's people are flesh and blood just as unconverted people
are, and they feel as keenly the woes of everyday life as the unregenerate
do, and, I repeat, the blessed truth is the Bible recognizes that fact and
deals with things as they are and plainly makes the declaration, no
afHiction or chastisement is joyous but grievous: "nevertheless,
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
that are exercised thereby." There is an afterward appointed to every
cross the Lord has appointed. He" giveth grace to the humble.
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time," that will be in His time. "In due time,"
not necessarily in your time or in my time, but surely in due time, for
the Lord has appointed the seasons-all of them. Notably, as you
remember, it is written in the Book of Ecclesiastes, " To everything
there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven " that is, to every Divine purpose under the heaven. This would not be
true if we applied it to human purposes. Alas, how many human
designs end in failure! How many human promises made in good
faith never attain fulfilment. Therefore, we must restrict this passage
to the Divine purpose. To everything there is a season, and God has
appointed it, and a time to every purpose Divine under the heaven.
And so those who by grace humble themselves under the mighty hand
of God, under the pressure of His affiictive dispensations, will find
deliverance in due time. There is a time appointed, there is a season
determined, and though it tarry it is well worth waiting for, and the
people of God may, therefore, with patience possess their souls that
He may exalt them in due time.
" Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you." It is interesting and profitable to note, dear friends, that two different words are
employed in the original in this verse rendered " care." "Casting all
your care "-there the word" care" signifies a dividedness of mind,
and I see in the new translation they have rendered it by" anxiety"that is a fair equivalent of the word. But it literally signifies dividedness, dividedness of mind, this anxiety, or " care" as it is translated
in our Authorized Version. But the other word-" for He careth for
you "-signifies concern for another. God's mind is not divided, it is
another word, as I have said, that is used here, " He careth for you,"
not with a divided, or troubled, or anxious mind. And that is a very

The Gospel Magazine

65

beautiful element, if I may thus say, in the care which our Heavenly
Father exercises over His dear people, His children. There is no
anxiety about them ever present to His mind. Earthly parents often
have anxieties, anxieties great or small, few or many, about their
offspring, but God has no anxieties in His mind about His children.
That is very beautiful, I think. He is in one mind concerning them.
He has loved them with all His heart and soul and strength and mind
from eternity. He cannot, as one has said, love them more and He
will not love them less. "God is love," and He has set His heart
upon His people, and He has pre-arranged all their interests for time
and for eternity, for life and for death, in weal and in woe, in the dark
of the midnight and in the bright sunshine of midday. God has His
sons ever before Him, and all His thoughts concerning them are
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give them an expected end, that is,
the end that He has set His heart upon. And you know when God
sets His heart upon a thing it must needs come to pass because, as
I lately pointed out here, God's ends include God's means. God's
ends, the ends of His purpose-the objects of His desires-include the
means to bring about their accomplishment. And herein He differs
from all His creatures. We can only make our plans and devise our
ends subject to the condition that we as the time arrives have the
means at hand to accomplish them, but God is never at a loss for means,
He has pre-arranged the means as well as the ends.
Casting all your mental dividedness, all your anxieties and your
fears, dear children of God, casting all upon Him! The word here for
" casting" is expressive; it has a preposition prefixed to it, and when
the same preposition is presently used a second time it makes it very
emphatic. It includes a casting off as well as on, a casting off self and
on to Him Who careth-this is full deliverance, this is a full deliverance.
And the Lord designs a present and a full deliverance for them that
trust in Him in time of need. Casting all, casting as a child upon a
loved Father all anxiety, and distress, and trouble, bringing to Him all
need, explaining it all and admitting and confessing a personal inability
to bear it any longer-any longer. This was the case, you remember,
with Hezekiah. "Lord," said he, " undertake for me," and he spake
the language of a trusting child, of a burdened, anxious, distressed
soul when he thus addressed his God and his fathers' God, " undertake
for me." Mind, it is the language of a little child; oh, that we were
more like little children in regard to our trusting our Father, and trusting, and trusting Him hourly, as a real Father. As we were hearing
last Thursday evening, what we want in our religious experience is
more reality, more vitality, more simplicity; more reality, and then
we shall realize more vitality in it. God's people are not satisfied with
any spiritual condition short of security. Men of the world-you hear
of them insuring this and insuring that so that everything gets insured;
as they say, they want security. They know not what to-morrow may
bring them forth. The flames may in a few hours consume all their
earthly substance, and, therefore, anticipating the possibility, not to
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say the probability, they insure against loss. So far well. Well, God's
people above all things desire to know security, to have securityDivine security. Human security will not suffice; they may be
accepted by earthly Churches to be Christians, and entered upon the
Church book and fully trusted, but that does not satisfy them. These
dear people of God will not trust the best of men on earth to form a
judgment about their own spiritual case, they must have the Lord's
eye to search them. They go to Him in their simplicity and in their
reality and they cry to Him and say, Lord, Thou hast promised, I will
search Jerusalem with candles-Lord, search me, and prove me and
see what is in mine heart, and see if there be any wicked way, and
lead me in the way everlasting. They plead it in sincerity and simplicity because they desire security, and when they get this sense of
security it is through simple faith in the fact of the redemption and
atonement of Christ, nothing short of that will satisfy them. Nothing
short of the blood will satisfy the fears of a troubled, convicted conscience. But let that conscience be thus satisfied by the sprinkling
of His blood, there will be peace toward God and security realized in
the soul. Casting off self on to Him your Heavenly Father by prayer
and faith all your care, care of every kind, little and great, affecting
temporal things or things eternal, things present or things to comeall your care. What could be more blessed than this, the state of one
of God's children possessing as he does such a Father as this, not only
able to bear but willing to bear, and bidding His weary, heavy-laden
ones betake themselves unto Him in order that He may give them
relief? "Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sustain thee,"
not merely, as I have often pointed out, sustain it-the burden, but
He shall sustain thee. Why, if the Lord, dear friends, sustain us from
beneath with His everlasting arms, if underneath be the everlasting
arms, it matters little whether our poor shoulders are burdened heavily.
It may be the Lord instead of lifting off the burden or suffering us to
roll it on to Him will say, This thing is better-I have hold of thee, I
will bear thee up. So it was certainly in the case of the Apostle Paul.
That thorn in the flesh of his, that goad, that buffeting of the messenger
of Satan, he besought the Lord in prayer to take it away. "Lord,
take it away. Lord, relieve me of this burden. Lord, this is distressing,
it hinders me in my usefulness in Thy vineyard. I cannot preach as I
would. I cannot profit as I would. It shortens my days on earth,
and time is rapidly passing away, Lord." That seemed a very reasonable argument. In substance that would be the case. Now the Lord
instead of saying, I will, said, " My grace is sufficient for thee; for My
strength is made perfect in weakness," and He taught a better lesson
than even want of a present deliverance and that was the grace to bear
it. Now the Lord did not refuse the prayer in reality. He refused
it in kind but not in kindness. And so the Lord even now answers
prayer not in our way, not after the kind or manner that we sought,
but ever in kindness, ever in faithfulness and love He answers believing
prayer. He did so in the case of His dear servant, the Apostle Paul.
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He gave him more grace, and the apostle was able in God's light to
read the rectitude of God's dealings and to testify, Now I even glory
in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest still more upon me,
and more largely and powerfully actuate me in bearing the burden.
You know it is not always the service whereby we may glorify God, it
may be the Lord's will that otherwise, namely, by suffering and by
silence we glorify Him. I shut and no man can open, I open and no
man shutteth. The Lord is not dependent upon our service and He
is not hindered when He is pleased to silence us. His work does not
stand still. God has various methods of working otherwise than
visibly. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing though it be the
privilege of kings to search them out and to wonder at the hidden
wisdom of God and the secret operations of His saving grace.
How very many, how varied and how great, are the cares of the
Lord's people! The double is appointed them in the matter of affliction, of trouble and of care, because they have all the worldly cares,
they hunger and they thirst, they need food and raiment, the same as
the rest, they need temporal supplies the same as others, they have
anxiety about these in common with the rest, but they have the superadded burden of spiritual trial, spiritual necessities. Therefore, while
it is too true that" man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward,"
yet it is true, most true, of the Lord's people that they are born again
to more trouble. There is a trouble proper to the first birth and there
is a trouble proper to the second birth, and God's people are exercised
by both these degrees of trouble or care so that the all care will cover
both of these, all varieties of care under both heads. How sweet it is
to have such a Father to turn to, such a gracious, loving, wise, mighty
Father as this Who is not, as I said before, merely able to bear the
burden cast upon Him by prayer and by the faith of His people, but
likewise willing to do so. I said this does not imply dividedness of mind,
God's care for His people. Now these oft-times suffer from this malady
-dividedness of mind, and sometimes the division is between the
natural mind and the spiritual mind. The new man argues thus and
the old man argues the opposite, and there is an experience of dividedness of mind or perplexity within. What is it to be ~ Reason says,
This way, faith says, This way, and the child of God stands at the
point where the two ways meet and the thing is argued out. Reason
will never make way for faith, and faith will never submit to reason,
and so the controversy at times is long, the tension is sharp, but the
moment is come to remember this Scripture of ours, this text of ours,
"Casting all your care upon Him." The heart is lifted up to the
Father in heaven Who knows the way His people are taking, especially
this exercised one, and He hears the sighing of the needy. His response,
" Now will I arise, saith the Lord," and He appears and He grants the
wisdom profitable to direct, and there is heard a voice, it may be
" still" and it may be " small" but it is yet audible, " This is the way,
walk thou in it." None can seek God's wisdom in vain. "If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, That giveth to all men liberally,
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and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." Do take a note of
that, perplexed and exercised hearer-" it shall be given." What
divisions of mind also otherwise than between the two minds, the
renewed mind and the natural mind. The natural mind itself is subject
to divisions. When I speak of the natural mind I am thinking of the
whole man as he is by nature, it is used thus in the eighth chapter of
Romans. "The carnal mind "-that is, the carnal man, it is not
merely that department of his being which we accurately describe as
" mind," but the man, the carnal man, " is enmity against God." So
I say the carnal man is subject to dividedness in this respect that
conscience will say inside that life of his, No, you must not, but the
innate disposition, predisposition, to evil says in response to the
tempter, I will; and there is dividedness, controversial conflict. What
has the Lord said to us to-night from the desk in His Word? "There
is no peace to the wicked." And the natural man's mind, that is, the
natural man himself, is dividedness; there is no such thing as quiescence,
no such thing as real rest in him. The natural man is " like the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."
And then again even the spiritual mind of a child of God knows
what it is to be exercised in order to be doing the right. We would by
prayer seek the grace of God in difficulty. God has already given us
grace enough to be ready to do His will, whatever it may be, the controversy is not now about doing His will, He has made us willing to
fulfil His pleasure. We now come to Him and say, What is Thy mind?
Lord, give me this mind, settle this perplexity, it longs for direction,
it is waiting for Divine counsel, in other words, for knowledge or light
from heaven. Well now, all these phases of dividedness afford God's
people opportunities and occasions to go to their Heavenly Father to
be delivered from their burden of care. He careth, " He careth for
you," this is the reason assigned why the Lord's care-burdened people
should go to their heavenly Father by prayer and faith to be set free.
" He careth for you," or, as I suggested earlier, He is concerned. And
oh, how deep, how real, how Paternal, is the concern that God entertains for the well-being of those He has brought by the second birth
into being. He fully· recognizes His Parental responsibility. He
fully recognizes, These are My children. Whatever their new life,
their spiritual, their everlasting life, be, I have brought them into
spiritual existence, they are dependent therefore upon Me for all things,
nothing less. Now God is aware of this responsibility and He loves
to have it so. He delights to be held responsible by His petitioning
children. What father of you, Jesus asked once, if his son beg bread
of him will put him off with a stone? or if he ask for a fish will he give
him a serpent? And Jesus argued it out and He said, " If ye, then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children; how much
more shall your heavenly Father give" that which is best of all,
namely, the gift of " the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" The
Lord takes pleasure in His people, it is written, "takes pleasure "-
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it is not that He merely tolerates them. I often marvel that He does
not put us off with a mere tolenition, just barely enduring us. When
we think of our unbelief, backslidings and heart departures and wanderings; oh, is it not marvellous that he bears with us as He does! But
then He is God and not man. The gifts and calling of God are on His
part" without repentance," without repentance on God's part. He
never repented yet of converting and regenerating a sinner, never
repented of it that He had done that work of mercy for numbers, the
chief of sinners. And this is -blessed that He does thus realize that
He is responsible to His promises, that He is liable to perform His
Covenant on which He has led His children trustingly to hope. "Put
Me in remembrance," is His command. Oh, how condescending the
Lord's language: "Put Me in remembrance," He says to His people,
" declare thou, that thou mayest be justified." Again," Concerning
the work of My hands command ye Me." How so 1 Only, dear
friends, by pleading in a spirit of humility and true childlike trust the
promises by which He has pledged Himself His people shall be blessed.
Ah, Abraham's seed lay very near to the heart of the great Promiser.
He can never think of the one without the other. God can never think
of His people without the promises, and He can never think of His
promises without His people. God made, remember, not His people
for the promises, but He made His promises for His people. Just as
He said of that precious, precious institution which we cannot feel too
grateful to God that He ever ordained, the Sabbath, the Rest-day, one
day in the seven, the Lord of the Sabbath declared this, He said, "The
Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." And so
I say the Covenant was made for the Church and not the Church for
the Covenant. The people of God-these were the objects of His
love; the other, the arrangements which in His love He made, was
ordered that His people might be blessed" with all spiritual blessings
in Heavenly places in Christ." Let us, dear friends, recognize God's
order in all these things.
Casting, then, all your care, omitting nothing of it, " upon Him for
He careth," He is concerned as a Father for His children, " He careth
for you." "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him, and
He shall bring it to pass." Amen.
" THERE is a widely spread desire to make things pleasant in religionto saw off the corners and edges of the cross, and to avoid, as far as
possible, self-denial. On every side we hear professing Christians
declaring loudly that we must not be 'narrow and exclusive,' and
that there is no harm in many things which the holiest saints of old.
thought bad for their souls. That we go anywhere, and do anything,
and spend our time in anything, and read anything, and keep any
company, and plunge into anything, and all the while may be very
good Christians-this, this is the maxim of thousands. In a day like
this I think it good to raise a warning voice."-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)

70

The Gospel Magazine

THE JUDGMENT SEAT.
AHIMELECH, the son of Ahitub, was in a sorry case when he was sent
for by Saul to answer for having supplied David with bread and a
sword when he appeared at Nob. What lamentable injustice pursued
him! In vain did he tell the king that it was from no treasonable
motive whatever that he helped the son-in-law and servant of his
majesty. "Thy servant knew nothing of all this, less or more," i.e.,
he believed that David was, as he said, on "the king's business" ;
so, when he gave what David asked for he simply and entirely thought
that he was doing his duty to Saul. But now he is told, "Thou
shalt surely die, Ahimelech, thou and all thy father's house," and
without delay the sentence was carried out (at least with the delay
only that was caused when the servants of the king refused to slay
the priests of the Lord, and the treacherous Doeg was ordered to
imbrue his hands, as he had already imbrued his heart in their
slaughter). What a flagrant miscarriage of justice; but what could
the poor creatures look for or expect from their king, who would
have slain his own prince and son in a pique of mortified authority,
if he had not been prevented!
What dreadful sentences have been passed and carried out at the
bar of despots! Moses-miraculously saved through one of themsuffered on his own and his people's behalf from some others at the
word and law of Pharaoh. The promises of to-day were made to
be broken tomorrow (as with our kings, the Charles's), while the
slaves were driven and worked to despair. And on earth there was
no appeal. There was no appeal on earth for the three friends of
Daniel, and none for himself when " To the lions! " was his fate.
These men were the sons of God, harmless in the midst of a crooked
generation, but their rulers ordered their death, and they yielded
their bodies, they committed them to their faithful Creator. He is
the" King of kings and Lord of lords," and" Who is he that saith,
and it cometh to pass if the Lord command it not?" Not that He
always stretches out His hand and saves from death those whose
hope and trust are in Him. Naboth's time was come when Jezebel
ordered his stoning. The prison doors were not opened to make
John free of the wicked and cruel Herod, and Rachel is still weeping
for the children who were slaughtered by royal mandate.
How comfortingly does the opposite line of things meet our ears!
" The king sent and loosed him, even the ruler of the people, and
let him go free." The poor woman who cried to the king in the days
of Elisha had all that she asked for. Isaiah prophesied that a king
should reign in righteousness and princes should rule in judgment,
as if that would be a new and strange thing. David had prayed
for his son and successor (we know that it was to have another and
higher application), but he prayed for Solomon, " Give the king Thy
judgments, 0 God, and Thy righteousness unto the king's son: he
shall judge Thy people with righteousness and Thy poor with
judgment." And when Solomon gave his first judgment all Israel
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wondered at the wisdom of it, and at seeing mercy and truth so
meet together.
It is a tremendous and solemn statement of the apostle's-" We
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ." I once quoted
it to a man who was defiantly referring to the" wrongs" that providence
had inflicted upon him. The answer that he gave to the text was
enough to make one shiver at the thought of how indeed he will appear
unless the mercy of God prevent-at that judgment seat. "His
eyes are as a flame of fire." Our lives are in the hands of Christ;
our eternity is at His decision; not one breath that we draw is our
own. There was, years ago, a dread of speaking the Divine Name;
would that more of it remained now. The sight of His face, the
words of His voice, struck Saul of Tarsus to the ground and blinded
him. Years before, Habakkuk had said, " I have heard Thy speech
and was afraid." He knew the Lord God of Israel; he waited and
prayed, and watched, and witnessed; but when he thought of the
judgments of the Almighty "rottenness entered into" his bones.
But God was his own God. What lovely confidence was his! While
he knew that God was of purer eyes than to behold evil, he could
thus pour out his heart: "Art Thou not from everlasting, 0 Lord
my God, mine Holy One; we shall not die."
Where should any of us be if He were not a Saviour, if His Name
were not known as Jesus and Christ ~ It was in the God of his
salvation that Habakkuk rejoiced; in the fulness of that Name all
else might go. The Psalmist called God" his exceeding joy." These
two children of God with the Apostle John, and an untold multitude
besides, have known and believed the love that God had to them.
It was love that sent and love that came-the express image of the
Father. It is this love that invites the poor and needy to come
boldly to the throne of grace. I was struck with what is-in this
invitation-put down as the object in going to that ever-accessible
"throne of grace." It is not there that any thank God for their
superiority over other men: it is there that those go who want mercy
and grace to help in time of need.
F
OLLOWER-ON.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS.
" THE trouble with the university students of the present day, from
the point of view of evangelical Christianity, is not that they are too
original, but that they are not half original enough. They go on in
the same routine way, following their leaders like a flock of sheep,
. repeating the same stock phrases with little knowledge of what they
mean, swallowing whole whatever professors choose to give themand all the time imagining that they are bold, bad, independent
young men, merely because they abuse what everybody else is abusing,
namely, the religion that is founded upon Christ. It is popular to-day
to abuse supernatural Christianity, but original it certainly is not."(" What is Faith?" by Professor Machen, p. 17.)
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" I HAVE SINNED."
I. PHARAOH, THE HARDENED SINNER.
By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.
THERE was a certain man who esteemed" the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt" (Heb. xi. 26), who was
brought up in the learning of the Egyptian court, but who" by faith,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather
to suffer affiiction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season" (verses 24, 25). This man, Moses, was commissioned by "the Lord, the Everlasting God" (Gen. xxi. 33) to
bring Israel out of Egypt and to make known to them God the Redeemer.
He was sent to the Egyptian monarch with a simple request, which
request was refused. Moses had more than a dozen audiences in
the presence of Pharaoh.
It must have been a scene of unrivalled splendour, both parties
being masters in diplomacy, as they sat in state to discuss this request.
Magnificent though the palace and court doubtless were, they were
already in decay, for he who touches "the apple of God's eye"
(Deut. xxxii. 10) shall surely suffer; because he that so " toucheth "
(Zech. ii. 8) the chosen people shall heap upon himself the curse thereto
anent promised to Abraham (Gen. xii. 3). The Scripture strips this
royal scene of its oriental splendour, of its pomp and ceremony, and
of its royal dignity. It gives us but the bare purport of the matter
between this Hebrew prince and the Egyptian king. It was but
a simple request of a few days' duration whereby these simple Hebrew
people could slip away for a respite in the wilderness retreat and
ponder again, around the sacrificial altar, the promises made to their
progenitors.
But this avaricious monarch could not spare even a few days to
allow this much necessary rest to weary bodies and overburdened
minds. He seemed unaware that such necessary relief made for
better workmanship in those who were his slaves. He, too, seemed
unaware of the mighty blessing that had come upon his empire because
of the devoted labours of another great Hebrew prince who walked
with God. Joseph had said, "God shall give Pharaoh an answer
of peace" (Gen. xli. 16). Joseph then set about to steer the ship
of state safely through one of the greatest famines on record, and
at the low price of one-fifth of the proceeds of the harvests of the
plenteous years. The Hebrews brought blessing and prosperity to
Egypt in her dire need and distress, but they are requited with harsh
-taskmasters, who bruised their poor backs with scourges.
Exodus i. 8 says, "Now there arose up a new king over Egypt
which knew not Joseph." It was another dynasty, bent on furthering
its own interests regardless of the historical antecedents that had
provided such luxury and splendour and imperial renown. It was
not long in getting to work to reverse the policy of the extinct dynasty,
as verse 14 tells us, " They made their lives bitter with hard bondage ...
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with rigour." Verse 10 has told us that the Egyptians would" deal
wisely with them; lest they multiply." Between this time and the
night of the exodus the Sacred Word tells us faithfully what was the
result of this human sagacity versus Divine command. But it was
a long tale of over eighty years ere deliverance came to God's people.
The monarch of the decree of wisely dealing died, "in the process
of time" (Exod. ii. 23). "In the process of time" " God looked ...
and had respect" unto the children of Israel (verse 25). With the
arrival of repression arrives also the Lord's servant within the precincts
of the palace.
In chapter iii we have the preparation of this servant of God. It
was in " the backside of the desert" (verse 1), a harrowing experience
which few are willing to face. Moses is called upon to leave" the
flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian," and to go
to Goshen to take over the leadership of the flock of Israel and to lead
them out therefrom "into a land flowing with milk .and honey."
He is told that this flock" shall hearken to thy voice," but" that the
King of Egypt will not let you go," of that, " I am sure" (verse 18).
Moses was bold in his witness before men because he was first bold
in the presence of the Unseen. He was bowed under the strength
of his message and awed by its majesty ere he could re-echo its tones
in the heart of the Egyptians (Exod. vi. 29). Then begins one of
those series of parleys with the powers that be. How modern this
recalcitration is! How slow the present generation to recognize
the Law of God in its national acknowledgments! But the Lord
will not have His Name and His Law unrecognized with impunity.
"Ye shall know that I AM the Lord" is a recurring expression in
the opening chapters of Exodus.
Pharaoh is annoyed and asks, "Who is the Lord, that I should
obey His voice to let Israel go ? " (Exod. v. 2). Pharaoh had but
one instrument in his hand---diplomacy; whereas Moses had twodiplomacy, as Acts vii. 22 informs us, "Moses was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds" ;
the other instrument was that he was the prophet of the Shekhinah
Glory. "Moreover this man Moses was very great in the land of
Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the
people" (Exod. xi. 3). Pharaoh is made to realize that even he is
accountable to the Law of God, though to him and those" who mind
earthly things" (Phi!. iii. 19) this is an enigma that is so puzzlingwhich repeats itself in every generation, the everlasting witness to the
truth of its foundation and the Divinity of its source.
Exodus v. 3 gives us the reason why we should obey the Lord" lest He fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword." Ah! my
friends, is that to be our national lot ? and perhaps sooner than we
imagine. Why all this insistence on obedience to God's Word?
Because of "The Covenant" which "I have also established with
them ... to give them the land of their pilgrimage" (Exod. vi. 4).
All through the Holy Scriptures we see this Covenant, and those who
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have eyes to see do see in the pages of history this same Covenant
which God has made with His people and to which all history and all
diplomacy must bend. "I have remembered My Covenant" (verse 5).
Ye saints! look up and ye will then have nothing else to fear; make
you His service your delight, your needs shall be His care. "And
ye shall know that I AM the Lord your God, which bringeth you out
from under the bondage of the Egyptians" (verse 7).
This chapter 6 is very lovely. "Now thou shalt see" (verse 1) ;
" Established My Covenant" (verse 4); "Remembered My Covenant"
(verse 6); "I will bring," " I will rid," "I will redeem" (verse 6).
That they shall know who God was. Not themselves, nor their
bondage, nor their covenant, but God (verse 7). And in keeping
it He did not just quietly take them away, but He put the impress of
His personality upon those left behind (Exod. xiv. 19, 20, 24).
Chapters vii to xiv show us how this impress was made upon the
recalcitrant monarch-cc The Egyptians shall know that I AM the
Lord (Exod. vii. 5), though Pharaoh's heart is hardened" (verses
13, 14).
Exodus vii. 17, "Thou shalt know" of the First Plague-Blood.
Exodus viii. 10, " That thou mayest know" of the Second Plaguefrogs. Verse 19, "The finger of God" of the Third Plague-lice.
Verse 22, "That thou mayest know" of the Fourth Plague-flies.
Verse 25, Pharaoh begins to yield, but he is told that the sacrifice
to God must be in the place of God's appointment (verse 27), and
the reason is given (verse 26). Exodus ix. 3, "The hand of God"
of the Fifth Plague-murrain. Verse 10, "Ashes of the furnace"
of the Sixth Plague-boils. Verse 14, " That thou mayest know" of
the Seventh Plague-hail.
Then two things happen. Pharaoh is told, "In very deed for
this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee My power; and
that My Name may be declared throughout all the earth." This
declaration has the sobering effect in that it brings forth the admission,
" I HAVE SINNED . . . the Lord is righteous" (Exod. ix. 27). It is the
admission of a hardened sinner, for" he sinned yet more, and hardened
his heart" (verse 34).
Exodus x. 3, "Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh and said . . .
How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself ... 1" Humble here
means depression of spirit rather than softening of heart. "To
cry out" as conscious suffering. A man may be humbled without
humbling himself.
Exodus x. 13, "The east wind brought" the Eighth Plaguelocusts. God's judgments are having their effect, for again comes
the adInission, " I HAVE SINNED against the Lord your God and
against you. Now therefore forgive me, I pray thee, my sin only
this once" (verses 16, 17). Yet again came hardening of heart!
(Verse 20.) Exodus x. 21, The felt-darkness of the Ninth Plaguedarkness. The effect is extraordinary. Moses speaks to Israel and
Pharaoh in the Name of God the Redeemer, "that ye may know
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how that the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and
Israel" (Exod. xi. 7)-between the Covenant people and the Gentiles.
" There is a wide difference between a child under wrath and a child
of wrath" (Thomas Goodwin).
Exodus xii. 30, "A great cry in Egypt" of the Tenth Plaguefirst-born. It is enough! Permission is given. " Take your flocks
and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also"
(verse 32).
Methinks Moses left nothing behind in Egypt, not even the requested
"blessing." The hardening of Pharaoh's heart is recorded no less
than seventeen times, and his confession " I HAVE SINNED" is doubled.
How could there be a blessing on such a one, a hardened sinner
outside the Covenant, unsheltered by the Passover Blood; on one
who brought Ten Plagues upon himself and his people, who defied
the Word of God and the simple request of His servant; on one
who even to the bitter end pursued the Covenant people "to the
midst of the sea " ~ (Exod. xiv. 23.) "For the Scripture saith unto
Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that
I might show My power in thee, and that My Name might be declared
throughout all the earth. Therefore hath He mercy on whom He
will, and whom He will He hardeneth" (Rom. ix. 17, 18).
" Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore" (Exod. xiv.
30). Moses looking back upon the strewn wreckage from the midst
of the Shekhinah Glory could sing"Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the Highest
Cannot confound, nor doubt Him, nor deny :
Yea, with one voice, 0 world, though thou deniest,
Stand thou on that side, for on this am 1."

November, 1938.

CHOICE, SEPARATION, SERVICE.
THAT there is a Divine choice there can be no doubt, and that that
election is personal, is evident, if the Scripture is to be our guide.
" I HAVE CHOSEN YOU OUT OF THE WORLD"
were the words of our Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples. The people
of God were chosen in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world.
Chosen not for good foreseen in them, but by the absolute grace of
God; for we read that before the children were born, that the purpose
of God according to election might stand, it was said, " the elder shall
serve the younger." This choice is according to the good pleasure of
the Lord and for the glory of His grace. He, Who is Sovereign, has
exercised His right, and in doing so "shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ~ "
" All the elected train
V\'ere chosen in their Head,
To all eternal good,
Before the worlds were madeChosen to know the Prince of Peace,
And taste the riches of His grace."
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Secret things belong to God, and who are included in that choice is
known only to Him, until, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, such
are called from darkness to light. "Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature," is the command of heaven's King. He
that believeth a.nd is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth
not shall be damned. The proclamation of that Gospel, accompanied
with Divine power, accomplishes a Divine purpose and the Lord's
hidden ones are made manifest. Such are
SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD.
In His solemn utterances in the seventeenth chapter of John, the Lord
says, " They are not of the world." Believers, hearken to the voice
which says-" Come out and be ye separate." They are in the world,
surrounded by temptations, but He prays that they may be kept from
the evil of the world. Israel of old was to dwell alone, and the same
holds good of the people of the Lord to-day. Ye are not your own.
Be not conformed to the world. This separateness from the world
will at times mean the bearing of a cross; but the Christian is to
remember that the servant is not above his Master.
Whilst, however, they are separated from the world, and are to show
forth His praises Who hath called them, believers are not taken out of
the world, nor was it ever intended that they should hide themselves
from the world in monasteries and convents; for the purpose of Him
to Whom they belong is that they should be of
SERVICE IN THE WORLD.
In that same beautiful chapter, the seventeenth of John, Christ
says of His disciples, "I have sent them into the world." The
Christian is " saved to serve." "Ye are the light of the world. Let
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in heaven." In connection with His
cause-in business, in social life, in the home everywhere and at all
times-the believer is the servant of the Lord. The word of exhortation says, " Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God." David served his own generation according to the
will of God. We cannot serve past generations. We may serve
future generations, for many being dead yet speak. We should serve
our own generation, even though it be but in a small way. Hearken
to the voice which says, "By love serve one another."
JAMES E. FLEGG.

,
~

••,

" CHRIST came to do a work; He came to save sinners. He died
on the cross, and He saves, not tries to save, not offers salvation.
He came not to make salvation possible, nor to make me salvable.
And then, in all this, I see Who saves, how He saves, and the people
whom He came to save; and this is glad tidings to me."(W. H. Krause.)
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FAIR MAIDS OF FEBRUARY.
I WONDER if everybody who reads this page will know at once what
the title means! February is a month that is chiefly noted for its
rain; "February Fill-dyke," the country people have called it, and
there is a rhyme about the months which says:"February brings the rain,
Thaws the frozen stream again."

But there is something much pleasanter which marks the month;
it is the coming of the Fair Maids! Up from the sodden earth, among
.the dead leaves in the woods, shoot two slender green spears; between
them rises a frail stem; presently a white bud appears, and opening
out, it droops a snowy bell, so pure and dainty. Now you know what
"February's Fair Maids" are! It is just another name for the
cluster of snowdrops that are the earliest flowers of spring. They
sometimes show themselves in January, but February is their real
month, and that is how they got the name. The more common
name of snowdrop may have been given because they sometimes
appear even when the snow is lying on the ground, or more likely
it is because they are as white as snow. The Greek name, which is
Galanthus, means milk-flower, but I think that the pure whiteness
is more like snow than milk, don't you?
" Consider the lilies! " said the Saviour to His disciples. Perhaps
the snowdrops too may have some heavenly lesson for us. "White
as snow!" There are few other things you could describe in that
way. Did you think your handkerchief was white? Put it against
the snow; its whiteness is just a dirty cream. But the snowdrop
will stand comparison with the snow itself; it is as white as snow.
Do not the words sound familiar? They were used by God Himself
when He spoke of something else that may be as white as snow.
" Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow." It
does not seem possible, does it? But there is a fountain open for
sin and for uncleanness, where this impossible thing takes place;
as the waters of Jordan washed away the leprosy of Naaman, so the
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. "Wash me," said David,
" and I shall be whiter than snow." He would not have said" Wash
me " if he had not known how stained and defiled he was with sin;
he would not have said "Wash me" if he had not believed that
God could do it; he would not have said, "I shall be whiter than
snow," if the Holy Spirit had not led him to trust in the promises
of God. May He teach us, as we welcome the snowdrops, to pray
the prayer of David-" Wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow" !
It is in the winter that the snowdrops come to cheer us. You
.cannot have snowdrops without February! When I was at school
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the children of the kindergarten used to sing a song that began in
this way:" In the snowing and the blowing,
In the keen and cutting sleet,
Little flowers begin their growing,
Far beneath our feet."

It is quite true. The snow and the wind and the sleet and the rain
are just what the snowdrops need to make them grow. People often
grumble at the hard weather; nobody likes the bitter winds and
cutting sleet. But you would not have snowdrops without them.
The Christian graces are like the snowdrops; they need adversity
to make them flourish. If the people of God never had any trials or
difficulties they would not learn to trust in Him for all their needs;
they would not learn patience, or courage, or joy in tribulation;
they would depend on themselves instead of on God. They would
never know the blessedness of those who wait for Him. "It is good
for me that I have been affiicted," said the Psalmist. "Before I was
affiicted I went astray." His trials had brought him close to the
Lord, and had taught him what a gracious and loving Saviour he had.
William Cowper said the same thing in the words..we know so well :"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low and keep me there."

I will tell you another thing about the Fair Maids of February.
The snowdrops, themselves so pure and white, come in a month whose
very name means purification. The Romans gave it that name
because some of its days were set apart for confessing their sins.
Poor things, they had only false gods to go to, but they thought that
by acknowledging their sins and offering sacrifices they could make
things right and gain the favour of their idols; and it was especially
in February that they did it.
Of course, we should never think that one month was more suitable
than another for confessing our sins to God. There is not a day
when we ought not to ask for pardon and cleansing. But though
February is no more fitting than another month, NOW is always the
best time for heavy-laden sinners to come to Jesus. "If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness."
DAMARIS.

" THE usual way of going to heaven is through much tribulation."(Hart.)
" I SEE the Lord Jesus now ascended, now sitting at the right hand
of God as the Head of His Church, the Depository of everything,
for time and eternity, for that Church, dispensing to His people all
that they need out of His Own fulness."-(W. H. Krause.)
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THE LATE MR JOHN WHITE, OF BIRKDALE, SOUTHPORT.
IT was a great surprise and shock to us to learn from a letter received
on Jan. 7th. from Mrs. John White that her dear husband had been
called Home on Jan. 4th. "He took to his bed on Christmas day
and gradually grew weaker until the end came. He passed very
peacefully into the presence of his Lord, and now, I believe, he sees
the King in His beauty." So wrote his sorrowing widow and she
adds, " I could not wish him back. I believe my loss to be his eternal
gain. The future appears very lonely, but I hope I can say, 'He
Who has helped me hitherto, will help me all my journey through! ' "
In a subsequent letter Mrs. White says, " He was quite unconscious
and passed very peacefully into the presence of his Lord .... I know
my dear one would not have wished anything to be said about him
personally, but that by the grace of God he was what he was. In
his early days my dear husband was a member of the Church of
England, but many years ago he joined the Strict Baptists, finding
there a people with whom he felt a soul union, and receiving from
the ministry food for his soul. I have often heard my dear one say
how much he loved the Clifton Conferences, and he has told me
he first met with you at one of those Conferences."
We remember distinctly the occasion at a Clifton Conference when
we first met our dear friend. Our kind friend, who has now been
permitted to write in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for over fifty-eight years
(Miss R Cowell) invited us to meet Mr. John White and others at
tea at her house in Bristol on one of the days when the Clifton
Conference was being held.
Later on we met him at the office of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, at
a meeting of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Trustees in London. If our
memory serves us rightly, it was Mr. John Hazelton, another Trustee,
who proposed that Mr. White should join us.
It must be over twenty years ago since Mr. White came on the
Trust, and for many years he attended the annual meeting in London.
Gradually we got to know him more and more. Sometimes he was
voted to the chair at these meetings, and we were impressed with
his business ability in conducting the meeting. Another thing which
impressed us was his deep humility, and his great spirituality. We
were much impressed with this on one occasion in particular when
he offered prayer. His kindliness was another thing which impressed
us. Though firmly holding to the great doctrines for which the
magazine stands, the grace of the doctrines was manifest in his humble
walk and in his love and kindness towards the brethren.
On one occasion many years ago we were fulfilling an engagement
at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and we were accosted by a young man
whose name we do not recall. He was aware that we were known
to Mr. White, and he spoke warmly of him and told us that it was
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at Mr. White's Bible class and through his teaching that he (the young
man) had been converted. We felt at the time what a beautiful
testimony it was to Mr. White's labours in the Lord's vineyard.
Mr. White was a warm friend of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and a very
valued and highly-esteemed member of its trust. He used to subscribe
for twenty-four copies of the Magazine, and was a very liberal supporter
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND. Holding as he did the great doctrines
of grace he had no sympathy with Sacerdotalism and Modernism, and
we know he was a very generous giver to the Lord's work and to the
Lord's poor saints.
Occasionally letters passed between us, and some of the things he
wrote may suitably be recorded here. As far back as the year 1924 he
wrote, " I am now thinking more of that day which no other day can
be like to the child of God, when we shall see Him. No clouds there.
Then we shall praise Him as we ought. These bodies of sin and
death, and our having to do with the things of time and sense very
much interfere with our peace, and often take away our joy, and
cause us to mourn an absent God, but how sweet when He returns
and manifests Himself to us, and causes us to feel His unchanging
love. . . . Faithful men are getting fewer, and I feel we are drawing
nearer and nearer to some great change. However, all is well." In
the year 1925 he wrote, "We need not expect better fare than our
gracious Master got, neither do we need expect heaven on earth,
but what a mercy- the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gives joy and pleasure to
the living family of God."
. In the same year he wrote, " It will be a relief to have done with
these bodies of sin and death, to have done with a world that lies
in the hands of the prince of the power of the air, that sworn enemy
of God and man, who often robs us of our peace, and who would
pluck us out of HIS hands if he could. But, oh, we have a faithful,
great, almighty, Friend, and I am sure He will never give up His
purchase and His Father's gift. Oh, how precious we are to Him!
I often feel ashamed when I look back and see how much I have
left undone, and also how much I have done which I ought not to
have done. Yet I can trace His love so many times, when I have
felt if He had cut me off as a cumberer of the ground, I should have
said it was what I deserved. But He changes not, and why~
because we are in Him, and that from before the world was made.
Precious God-honouring truth and man-comforting mercy. Oh, may
He help us to look and wait and trust whatever He may see fit to
permit us to pass through. His promise still holds good, 'I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' "
In the year 1926 he wrote, " I do feel we have great cause to rejoice, when we know the state of the Church to-day, that the Lord
still has His dear ones and I am sure the Magazine was never more
needed ... for the pure truth is very much out of court in our pulpits
to-day, but the Lord will never forsake His dear people."
In the same year he wrote, " Although we don't see much of each
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other, yet you and yours are ever with us in our prayers.... We are
both made very sad with the state of our beloved country from whatever point of view we look. The so-called religious world fills one
with the greatest fear and sadness. If the great heads of the Church
to-day could have their own way we should soon be one with Rome,
and all our liberties for which our fathers fought and died would be
gone....
" The great mass of people seem to live for pleasure, and God is not
in their thoughts. But I feel that there are still in the land many
people who vex their righteous souls at the wickedness of the day,
like Lot in the days of old. Yet it is a comfort to know that we have
here and there His faithful witnesses. One can't help praying that
God would yet turn the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, and have mercy upon this our guilty land."
In a letter received in the year 1929 our friend speaks of having had
an experience of much darkness of soul, and he concludes by saying,
" I can't feel He has cut me off. I have had so many proofs of His
love since He called me by His grace in the year 1874. Indeed I am
what I am through His goodness and rich grace. I want to say with
Job, ' Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.' "
These extracts from our dear friend's letters will indicate what
manner of man he was.
He had reached the ripe age of eighty-four. The funeral took
place at Southport Cemetery on Friday, Jan. 6th. It was preceded
by a service at Princes Street Baptist Chapel, conducted by Pastor
Thomas Cole, of Blackheath, Staffordshire. Amongst those present
were Mrs. White (widow), Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Park (son-in-law and
daughter), and Mrs. Johnson (daughter). Many other relatives were
also present. Tokens of sympathy were sent by the staff and employees
of John White Ltd., of Wigan; the Directors of J. C. Hamer Ltd.,
Hone Mills, Radcliffe, and the Directors of Shepherds Ltd., Ramsbottom.
Mr. White" was prominently connected with Princes Street Baptist
Chapel, where for some years he was a deacon. He was in the cotton
business, and well known in certain circles in Manchester, but he retired
some years ago. He had lived in Southport over forty years. He
leaves a widow and two daughters."
Our tender, prayerful and Christian sympathy is extended to his
widow and two daughters. In all this we feel sure the other Trustees
of the GOSPEL l\'1AGAZINE warmly join.
The call Home of such servants of God leaves a gap which it is not
easy to fill. While we rejoice in the assured blessedness of the Lord's
exalted people our hearts are saddened at their absence from our
midst. Thus we weep with them that weep. Yet how immensely
comforting fit is to know that departed saints are now with Christ,
which is far better than any earthly experience. May the Lord raise
up other friends of the GOSPEL l\'1AGAZINE, such as our dear friend now
departed.
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THE LATE MR. JAMES E. FLEGG.
SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

,-

IT is with much regret we have to record the sudden death, in his
seventy-fourth year, of God's servant. On Thursday morning, December 22nd, when the extremely severe weather which, though lasting
but a few days, had carried many away, was about to break, our
friend, apparently in his usual health and without previous warning,
had a seizure. The stroke left him unconscious, in which condition
he lay throughout the day until, at evening, he passed away to be
for ever with his Lord.
Mr. Flegg served as pastor, during various periods, churches of
the Baptist denomination, formerly known as "Earthen Vessel," to
which he belonged, and for some years was active in societies and
the production of periodicals associated therewith. He himself,
however, was what might be described as of the" old school." He
adhered firmly to those doctrines of grace which are to many readers
of this magazine as dear as life itself.
In the year 1924, whilst pastor of a church in Brighton, Mr. Flegg
was offered the post of Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
then recently rendered vacant by the home-call of the beloved
John E. Hazelton. In October of that year he took up his duties
at Ludgate Hill, where for fourteen years he served the Society faithfully as its Secretary.
The funeral service was held at Devonshire Road Chapel, Greenwich,
and an address was given by his oldest friend and associate since
boyhood days-Mr. W. Chisnall.
The interment took place later at Brockley Cemetery, London, his
old friend officiating, assisted by Pastors N. Perry and W. C. Plail.
There were large gatherings of friends and sympathizers present,
including nearly the whole of the members of the Committee of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
J. C. D.
We are grateful to our kind correspondent who has written the
above notice of the late Mr. James E. Flegg. We notice that he points
out that Mr. Flegg " adhered firmly to those doctrines of grace which
are to many readers of this magazine as dear as life itself." In
confirmation of this statement we reprint the last article which
Mr. Flegg kindly sent to us for publication. It appeared in the issue
for September last, and is entitled, "Choice, Separation, Service."
It was a great shock to us to read in the Times obituary notices
that Mr. Flegg had been called Home. The call was evidently very
sudden. Coming as it did on the eve of a festive season it was a
solemn reminder that death may come at any moment. We are
fully assured that in his case he is now "present with the Lord"
in heavenly blessedness. What a comfort this is to those dear ones
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who are left behind. How blessed to know also that Christ our
Saviour is " Lord both of the dead and living" (Rom. xiv. 9). Absent
believers are still under His care, and the objects of His love.
We have known Mr. Flegg during the whole period of his official
connection with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and we have
naturally come in contact with him on the various occasions when
we have had the privilege of preaching or speaking for the Society.
Naturally we are grieved at his sudden removal from our midst,
and we express our warm, tender, prayerful, and Christian sympathy
with Mrs. and Miss Flegg in this great and unexpected sorrow. May
the God of all comfort support and sustain them in this great trial.
The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has a warm place, we are sure,
in the hearts of our readers. Its Committee will need special wisdom
and guidance in the choice of another Secretary. Let us pray that
the Lord Himself may give them a right judgment in this important
matter.
THE EDITOR.

"LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."
LET not your heart be troubled,
Neither be thou afraid;
Jesus knows all thy sorrows,
On Him thy sins were laid.
Up to the cross He bore them,
Through it thy peace was made;
Let not your heart be troubled,
Neither be thou afraid.
Let not your heart be troubled,
Cast upon Him thy care;
Bring every want and burden,
Bring them and leave them there.
He will direct thy footsteps,
E'en through the darkest night;
When earthly shadows deepen,
He will "send out" His light.
Death, the last foe, is vanquished,
Soon will thy conflicts cease,
Then-through eternal agesPeace, everlasting peace.
So, on Christ's Word relying,
Calm on His promise stayed,
Let not your heart be troubled,
Neither be thou afraid.
London.

E. F.
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~ortesponlJtnce.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I would very warmly thank you for your kind words
regarding my report, in this month's magazine, which cheered my
heart. I have received a letter from the Publisher in which he says,
" I have just received an order from a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
to send you an additional twelve copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
each month during 1939." Now I would tender my deepest gratitude
to this kind reader who has thus added twelve copies each month to
those we receive. The copies will be really useful to us in the mission
and be appreciated by many of the men. A thousand thanks to our
anonymous friend.
An Officer in Charge writes: "Your parcel of books and cards
has reached us. Very kind of you to think of us in the gift of books
for the men. Most of them are already out to help them and to
remind them of God and His love. The New Testaments are beautiful.
Although you are an invalid God has used you, and sometimes He
puts one aside to do a work for Him no one else would think of doing.
Your efforts will not be in vain; you are doing the work of a real
Christian soldier, wounded in action. At the Great Crowning Day
you will have your rich reward."
A Chaplain to Seamen writes: cc I very gratefully acknowledge
receipt of your kind letter, which is a great encouragement to my
wife and self. The parcels have also arrived safely, and we receive
them with many thanks. We shall be pleased to place to books
at the disposal of the seamen, and trust their influence will be helpful.
Our workers have taken some with them to-day, as they visit the
seamen's hospital. Thus the Word is being spread."
A Missionary to Soldiers writes: "This is just a line to thank
you very much for the splendid parcel of literature to hand. It is
indeed good of you to think of me, and I assure you the books will
be used; indeed, some of the parcel was used last night. The Lord
is good, and is sustaining us these days. I hope you continue (at
least) no worse. It is wonderful how the Lord helps and sustains
you. Your work is not yet done."
Another Chaplain writes: "Many thanks for the parcel of books,
the distribution of which I pray and trust will bear fruit in the
salvation of souls. Your lot in life seems to be one of patient endurance, but God is ever nigh to sustain, strengthen, comfort, and bless.
I should value your prayers as I go about the Father's business day
by day that men may be brought out of darkness into light."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, January, 1939.
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"HYMNS ANCIENT AND MODERN" AND THEIR
ROMANIZING TEACHING.
Part n.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, AND EDITOR OF THE
" GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
.
2. IDOLATRY, OR THE WORSHIP OF MATERIAL THINGS.
Following naturally upon the worship of a creature comes the
worship of material things-the work of men's hands. The toleration
in a professedly Christian hymn-book of some of the grossly idolatrous
compositions of Romish origin to be found in the pages of Hymns
Ancient and Modern is truly unaccountable. Foremost among the
objects of worship held forth in the hymns is the material cross" the Roman gibbet," as the noble Dean McNeile has tersely put it.
We live in a day when the material cross has actually become a fashionable ornament. Crosses surmount our church roofs; crosses meet
us within on every side; the congregations display crosses; the
clergy wear crosses, make crosses, carry crosses. Crosses decorate
the service book, and hymnals celebrate them.* From the Church
of Rome the compilers have largely drawn their inspiration. It is
a noteworthy fact that Hymn 96 is taken from the Sarum, Roman,
and Paris Breviaries; and that the Annotated Edition of Hymns Ancient
and Modern has an appended note, saying, " This hymn was written
for the occasion of the reception of a portion of the Holy Cross sent
to St. Radegund, at Poictiers." Thus, Romish in its origin, and
associated with the material cross in its history, it has been adopted
by the Church of Rome in its Good Friday service-" The Unveiling
and Adoration of the Cross." This, too, is the hymn which used
to be sung by the monks, priests, and other ecclesiastics when, in
fulfilment of the decrees of the Inquisition, they led the Protestant
martyrs of Spain to the stake, commencing"Vexilla regis prodeunt;
Fulget Crucis mysterium."

What, then, but undisguised idolatry is Rome's address to the material
cross, which the compilers have adopted? It is a direct address
to the tree.. 0 TREE of Glory, TREE most fair,
Ordained those holy limbs to bear," etc. (verse 4).

And again, what, if not idolatry, is Hymn 105, by a Popish Cardinal?

* The word " cross" occurs eighty-eight times in sixty-two of the hymns
in Ancient and Modem.
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"Thorns, and cross, and nails, and lance,
Wounds, our treasures to enhance,
Vinegar, and gall, and reed,
And the pang His Soul that freed;
May these all our spirits sate,
And with love inebriate."

Surely to supplicate spiritual blessings by such an appeal to the
material instruments of our Lord's passion is not only wholly unwarranted by Holy Scripture, but is directly opposed to its positive
teaching.
Once more, Hymn 97 (from the Romish Missal) presents a most
flagrant instance of idolatry-a hymn also addressed to the cross of
woodr"FaithfuL Cross, above all other
One and only noble Tree,
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit thy peer may be ;
Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron;
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.
"Bend, 0 lofty Tree, thy branches,
Thy too rigid sinews bend ;
And awhile the stubborn hardness,
Which thy birth bestowed, suspend;
And the Limbs of heaven's high Monarch
Gently on thine arms extend.

" Thou alone wast counted worthy
This world's ransom to sustain,
That a shipwrecked race for ever
Might a port of refuge gain,
With the sacred Blood anointed
Of the Lamb for sinners slain."

Are such hymns to be any longer tolerated by authority III our
Reformed Church ?
3. TRANSUBSTANTIATION AND THE REAL PRESENCE.
Boldly, and beyond all controversy, the doctrine of a real change
in the elements of the Lord's Supper is asserted by the compositions
contained in the volume under consideration. Thus Hymn 309,
taken from the Roman and Paris Breviary, and used at Vespers
for the great festival of Corpus Christi in the Roman Catholic Church,
in verses 3, 4, and 5, lays down the doctrine of Transubstantiation
and the Real Presence of Christ in the elements of bread and wine :"That last night, at supper lying,
'Mid the Twelve, His chosen band,
JESUS, with the law complying,
Keeps the feast its rites demand;
Then, more precious food supplying,
GIVES HIMSELF with His own hand.
"Word made Flesh TRUE BREAD HE l\1AKETH
By His word His Flesh TO BE ;
Wine, His blood; which whoso taketh
Must from carnal thoughts be free;
Faith alone, though sight forsaketh,
Shows true hearts the mystery.
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"Therefore we, BEFORE HIM bending,
This great Sacrament revere;
Types and shadows have their ending.
For the newer rite is here;
Faith, our outward sense befriending,
Makes our inward vision clear."

The essential verb "to be" is Rome's own formula for expressing
a substantial change in the elements. This hymn is used by the
fallen Church on the chief festival above mentioned, and therefore
must be taken as conveying her own mind on this distinctive dogma
too emphatically to allow of a question as to the import of the words.
Is not its presence as a Communion hymn then, in Hymns Ancient
and Modern sufficiently conclusive evidence that the hymnal inculcates
the great central error of the great Apostasy ~ Our Church having
plainly protested in Article XXVIII against the figment of any change
in the bread and wine, it is inexplicable how this contravention of
its authority should be allowed.
Nor does this hymn stand alone; for the natural sequence to
Transubstantiation, namely, the worship of the Sacrament (that is,
the consecrated elements), is as firmly laid down by the hymnal.
For instance, number 312, a hymn used in the Romish Church,
" through the Octave of Corpus Christi," commences thus : " Thee we adore, 0 HIDDEN Saviour, Thee,
Who IN Thy Sacrament dost deign to be;
Both flesh and spirit at Thy presence fail,
Yet HERE THY PRESENCE we devoutly hail."

But what if the Saviour be not in those substances of bread and
wine ~ What awful consequences flow from this false teaching!
Our Church scripturally teaches, "No adoration is intended, or
ought to be done, either unto the Sacramental bread or wine . . .
or unto any corporal presence of Christ's natural flesh and blood,"
yet this Church hymnal instructs the people to offer that forbidden
adoration thereto.
Not to multiply quotations on this subject, the reader is warned
against the teaching of Hymns 242, 320, 395 (from the Paris Breviary),
311, 313, 315, 316, 322. The priestly pretensions of several passages
in these hymns are too palpable to need comment. The falsity of
the position taken is to be found in the assertion that Christ is still
on earth as Priest and Victim-as Priest in His Ministers, as Victim
in the Sacrament. *

* It has been urged by some who use this hymnal, yet profess to have no
sympathy with Rome, that the Ritualists have long since left Hymns Ancient
and Modern in the background as being too mild in its teaching, and have
adopted much more advanced collections. Surely this is a conclusive
argument that HYmns Ancient and Modern prepares the way for undisguised
Popery. The following verse is taken from one of the" more advanced" of
the Ritualistic hymn books, Hymnal Noted;"Farewell to types, henceforth
We feed on angels' food;
The guilty slave, Oh, wonder!
EATS THE BODY OF HIS GOD!"
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4. BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.
No more deadly error is contained in Hymns Ancient and Modern
than that of the ex opere operato principle in connection with the
Sacrament of Baptism. Whereas the Church of England has most
jealously guarded the truth from Rome's pernicious perversion,
restricting the blessing of the ordinance to those that receive it
" rightly" (recte baptismum sU8cipientes), the drift of the baptismal
hymns in this compilation is to make the act of the officiating
minister, and the application of water, the instruments of benefit
to the subject of the ordinance. The references to the font, to
font-regeneration, and soul-cleansing as the result of water-baptism,
are so frequent as to place it beyond the bounds of question that the
tendency of the hymnal is to exalt the rite at the expense of the
internal work of the Spirit. To convince the reader how opposed
to the Scriptural teachings of the Church of England is the language
of some of the baptismal hymns it may be well here to quote the
authoritative utterances of Article XXVII: "Baptism is not only
a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian
men are discerned from others that be not christened, but it is also
a sign of regeneration or new birth whereby, as by an instrument,
they that receive baptism RIGHTLY are grafted into the Church; the
promises of forgiveness of sins, and of our adoption to be the sons
of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed,. faith is
confirmed and grace increased, BY VIRTUE OF PRAYER unto God."
Note well the explicit teaching of the Article. (a) Baptism is a
sign of regeneration, and therefore must not be confounded with
the thing signified. (b) The being grafted into the Church of God
is made to depend not on the administration, but on the right
reception of the ordinance. (c) The forgiveness of sin is not said
to be conveyed by the rite, but only the promises of God's word,
which are addressed to faith, are said to be sealed externally therein.
(d) Prayer unto God, not the act of the officiating minister, nor the
contents of the font, nor the pouring out of water from it, is declared
to be the secret of spiritual blessing obtained by the right receiver
of baptism. Now contrast the following extract~:.. Eternal Shepherd, Thou art wont
To cleanse Thy sheep within the font;
That mystic bath, that grave of sin,
Where ransomed souls new life begin."
Hymn 129 (from Roman Breviary).

" Here from the FONT is poured
Grace on each guilty child," etc.
Hymn 395 (from Paris Breviary).
"We love the sacred FONT :
For there the Holy Dove
To pour is ever wont
His blessing from above."
Hymn 242.
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Now, why this constant ascription to the font and the water such
efficacy ~ Because the Church of Rome, from whom many of these
compositions are taken, ascribes that power to the priestly ministrations at the font. Priestly ambition is at the bottom of the whole
function. "Whoever shall affirm that grace is not conferred by
these Sacraments of the New Law, by virtue of the act performed
(ex opere operato), but that faith in the Divine promise is all that
is necessary to obtain grace-let him be anathema." So has the
Council of Trent decreed. So speaks the Romish Church in her books
of devotion. And so teaches Hymns Ancient and Modern by its
adoption from those books of their Sacramental doctrines. Thus,
then, hundreds of thousands of our fellow-countrymen are being led
to imbibe the deadly errors of Popery, and to rest their eternal hopes
on a theory of water-salvation and the act of sinful fellow mortals,
to the great dishonour of Christ and of God the Holy Spirit.
5. PRAYER FOR THE DEAD.
Nearly related to the worship of departed saints IS that other
Roman Catholic custom of praying for the dead. And, though
occupying but a comparatively limited place in this hymnal, yet as
being placed first in the series appointed for the" Burial of the Dead,"
it is the more noteworthy. Hymn 398, ascribed to the thirteenth
century, is taken from the Paris Missal, and is usually sung in the
Church of Rome in her masses for the dead. The original Latin
version concludes thus:"Judicandus homo reus;
Huic ergo parce, Deus !
Pie Jesu Domine,
Dona eis requiem! "

The compilers applying the final prayer to the person about to be
buried, print the pronoun in italic letters so as to acco=odate it to
either sex, the antecedent homo being generic. Thus, in two editions
now before me, the verse runs :"Man for judgment must prepare him!
Spare, 0 God, in mercy spare him!
Lord, all-pitying Jesu blest,
Grant him Thine eternal rest! "

The Homily of our Church, "Concerning Prayer," has declared
that the unalterable state of the departed is a sufficient reason why
we should not pray for them. "Because the sentence of God is
unchangeable, and cannot be revoked again. Therefore let us not
deceive ourselves, thinking, that either we may help other, or other
may help us by their good and charitable prayers in time to come."
Yet the Ritualists among us are successfully leading their flocks by
this deceptive hymnal to practise the folly of praying for the dead.
The real intention of the above hymn is best expressed in the words
of an article on "Purgatory," in Tracts for the Day, edited by the
Rev. O. Shipley: "What seems to be agreed upon is-That, mean-
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time, the souls of those persons are benefited by the Prayers and
Offerings of the Church, and by alms given in their behalf, that those
who have not died beyond the pale of salvation receive mitigation of
their sufferings and ultimate release; and that, possibly, those who
are lost also gain a mitigation of their sufferings, which mitigation
may last through Eternity."
Is such teaching loyal to our Protestant Church, to the Bible, and
to the God of truth? It is surely time that all faithful members of
the dear old Church of the Martyrs should bestir themselves to purge
it of the leprosy of Popish doctrine which is rapidly spreading by
means of Hymns Ancient and Modern.
6.

SALVATION BY HUMAN WORKS.

The language of the Thirty-nine Articles on the subject of salvation
by faith only in the Lord Jesus Christ is unmistakably clear. It
is at direct issue with the Council of Trent. " We are accounted
righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works, or deservings. Good
works, which are the fruits of faith and follow after justification,
cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of God's judgment."
So has our Scriptural Church declared. But Rome says: "If any
one shall say, that after the reception of the grace of justification,
the guilt is so remitted to the penitent sinner, and the penalty of
eternal punishment is destroyed, that no penalty of temporal punishment remains to be paid either in this world, or in the future in
purgatory, before the access to the kingdom of Heaven can lie openlet him be anathema."
Now which doctrine do the following hymns follow, that of the
Thirty-nine Articles or that of Rome? The first quotation is a
Lenten hymn, which magnifies the merit of abstinence in that season" Blest Three in one, to Thee we bow :
Vouchsafe us in Thy love
To gather from THESE FASTS below
Immortal fmit above."
Hymn 84 (from Paris Breviary).

It is much to be regretted that any Evangelical men can be found
introducing and countenancing this hymnal in their churches while
from their pulpits they are bearing earnest protest against any merit
in creature doings and mere external religion. Charity asks, do
they really know the unsound and dangerous nature of so many of
the hymns? That the above quotation does not stand alone is
proved by Hymns 42 and 88, the former being taken from the Paris
Breviary, the latter from the Sarum Breviary.
" Its light the joy of heaven reveals
To hearts made pure within ;
And bids us all BY WORTHY DEEDS

Eternal crowns to win."
Hymn 42.
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"Then let us all with earnest care,
And contrite fast, and tear, and prayer,
And works of mercy and of love,
Entreat for pardon from above."
Hymn 88.

Such teaching is contrary to the Gospel scheme of salvation, is
opposed to the plain statements of the Articles, and is essentially
Romish. To propagate it is to imperil souls, to put a stumblingblock in the way of Christ's little ones, and to turn men to broken
cisterns which, instead of affording refreshment, only mock their
thirsty souls, for they hold no water. It is clearly the duty, therefore, the bounden duty, of every person who knows by gracious
experience the blessed liberty wherewith Christ makes His own people
free, to warn those who unwittingly are promoting the spread of the
false and heretical teaching of Hymns Ancient and Modern-to expose
its subtle poison-and to endeavour to get it removed as the Achan
whose presence must trouble Israel, by finally provoking His wrath,
Who, as the God of Truth, ever resents the inventions of sinful man.
I cannot close my observations on this painful and unpopular
subject in words more forcible and truthful than those of the faithful
Bishop of Huron. "These hymns," said the Bishop lately to his
clergy, "are only part of a scheme to familiarize our minds with
Romish phraseology and doctrines, and thus gradually, but surely,
to train our people, especially the young, for the reception of doctrines
and practices contrary to God's Word, contrary to the teaching of
our Church, and for the rejection of which the Roman Hierarchy
condemned our noble Reformers to be burnt at the stake."

lltehif\llf5 anll jtottrts of i5ootf5.
THE TUDOR SOVEREIGNS AND THE REFORMATION. By the Rev. F. G.
Llewellin, B.D., D.Litt. Pp. 144. Price 2s. 6d. net. (The
Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
We have long felt that solid reading is greatly neglected in these
days. The newspapers, the wireless, light literature, and the cinema
crowd out the history of our country, and especially the history of
the Reformation. The result is that great ignorance prevails in
regard to the stirring events of the sixteenth century.
This volume relates to the reigns of the five Tudor sovereigns,
which extended from the years 1485 to 1603. It brings to the notice
of its readers the chief facts of that momentous period in our country's
history. We recommend its perusal as an introduction to the study
of the Reformation. Young people and old people too would do
well to read it, and then obtain other works dealing with the same
subject. Only those who fully know the facts of Reformation history
are likely to take the same stand against Romanism as did our martyred
forefathers.
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