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" Who comforteth us in all our trlbulatlon, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COlUNTBlANS l. 4.

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS AND THE MEMBERS
OF GOD'S FAMILY,
" The world cannot hate yOU,. but Me it hateth, because I testify
of it, that the works thereof are evil."-JOHN vii. 7.

THESE words were spoken by our LORD to members of the family
into which He was supernaturally born. Our LORD was walking
in Galilee, i.e., continuing His ministry in that province. For the
time being He refrained from going up to J udroa, because the
Jews sought to kill Him. The Jews' feast of Tabernacles was
at hand, and His brethren said to Him, "Depart hence, and go
into Judroa, that thy disciples also may see the works that Thou
doest. For there is no man that doeth anything in secret, and
He Himself seeketh to be known openly. If Thou do these things
show Thyself to the world." They seemed to suggest that our
LORD was ambitious to be known by the people at large, and
that to that end He ought to go up to the feast so that the crowds
gathered at Jerusalem might see His miracles and applaud Him.
" If Thou do these things show Thyself to the world." They
would never have spoken thus if they really believed Him to be
the CHRIST, the SON of the Living GOD. But we read, "For
neither did His brethren believe in Him." A mighty change came
over them later on, for we read that after His resurrection they
were found continuing in prayer with the apostles and other
believers (Acts i. 13, 14).
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At first, however, our LORD'S own brethren did not believe in
Him. Their words of rebuke to Him must have been keenly
felt, but though He replied to them kindly, He firmly declined to
do at once what they wished Him to do. Moreover, He said,
" The world cannot hate you, but Me it hateth." They were still
in the world, and of it. Though they went up to the feast and
thus showed that they outwardly belonged to the Jewish Church,
they were still in the world that lieth in the wicked one. Hence
they had not to endure the hatred of the world. The world loves
its own (see John" xv. 19).
It was different with our LORD. He was separate from the
world, and hated by the world, the reason being that He testified
of it that its works were evil.
The incident here recorded, concerning our LORD and His
brethren according to the flesh, shows that our LORD had to suffer
in His Own family. Many of His Own human brethren did not
believe in Him. Their company, therefore, would not be altogether
congenial. It may be profitable, therefore, to consider the whole
subject of family relationships.
1. First, we are taught that from the very begt'nning family life
has often been saddened by sin.
The power of sin in family life is first prominently seen in the
case of Cain and Abel. The first murderer was the son of the first
human sinner. Ahel was a man of faith, and our LORD therefore
speaks of him as "righteous Abel" .(Matt. xxiii. 35). By faith
he offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, but Cain slew him.
"Wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil,
and his brother's righteous." He" was of that wicked one."
Thus early in the world's history there was division in the family.
Even in Abraham's family division manifested itself. Presumably
a lack of faith in GOD'S promise caused him to listen to Sarah's
voice, and take Hagar as an additional wife. The result was that
Sarah was despised by Hagar and trouble arose. Later on,
Ishmael, Hagar's child, gave way to mocking on the occasion
of the weaning of Isaac. "He that was born after the flesh
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit" (Gal. iv. 29). The
time came that Lot and Abraham had to separate.
Trouble arose in the family of Isaac and Rebekah. They had
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only two sons, but "Isaac loved Esau" in preference to J acob.
and "Rebekah loved J acob" in preference to Esau. This led
to an attempt on Isaac's part to frustrate the revealed purpose
of GOD, and an attempt on Rebekah's and Jacob's part to secure
the fulfilment of GOD'S promise by resorting to barefaced deceit.
The result was enmity by Esau against Jacob, which led to Jacob's
leaving the mother who specially loved him.
What sorrow came upon J acob because of his sin, and what
a lack of harmony prevailed between him and Laban, his fatherin-law. Yet Jacob gave way to the same sin as Isaac. He" loved
J oseph more than all his children." This led to the hatred of
J oseph by his brethren, their cruel treatment of him, and their
awful sin in deceiving their aged father. How Jacob was thus
chastised for deceiving Isaac his father! What a warning to
children as to the way they treat their parents. If a chlld fails
fully to honour his parents, he may, in after years, suffer in the
same way at the hands of his own children.
How sad to read of Eli's family, "His sons made themselves
vile and he restrained them not." True, he rebuked them, but
very feebly. He honoured his sons above JEHOVAH. Hence
awful judgment came. Both his sons were slain in one day.
(See 1 Sam. ii. 29, 34; iii. 13; iv. n.}
Yet even Samuel, with Eli's history before him, seems to have
failed in regard to the upbringing of his sons. Anyhow," his
sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and
took bribes, and perverted judgment" (1 Sam. viii. 3, 5). What
sorrow they must have brought to their father!
David's case is another illustration of division in families. Sweet
Psalmist though he was, how terribly guilty he was of sin, and what
sorrow did Absalom his son bring to his life.
How sad to think that Manasseh was the son of good King
Hezekiah. "Manasseh," we read, "made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen"
(2 Chron. xxxiii. 9).
It is true that the case of David and the case of Manasseh illustrate
how boundless is the grace of GOD. They show that where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound. They show that there
is hope for the vilest sinner. But such cases do not in the least

50

The Gospel Magazine

lessen the enormity of sin and the awful sorrow and woe which
sin brings.
2. Secondly, it seems clear that trouble in families may be due to
parental sin and weakness.
We know nothing of the training of Cain and Abel, but it is
not unlikely that the weakness which listened to the voice of
Satan in connection with the first human sin may have also been
displayed in the training of the children. Anyhow, it was through
Adam's sin that his son Cain was born in sin, and his evil nature
led him to murder his own brother.
In the case of Abraham and Sarah it was want of faith which
issued in their family troubles.
A failure to love each of their two sons impartially led to all
the trouble in Isaac's family. A similar sin characterized Jacob,
which deprived him of J oseph for many years. The fact that
GOD overruled the sin of Joseph's brethren to fulfil His purposes
does not exonerate them from blame.
Lack of proper parental discipline and a failure to honour GOD
above his children was Eli's sin, and brought upon him terrible
chastisement.
The great srn of polygamy brought great trouble and sorrow
into David's family. It is quite true that no parent can of himself
bring about the regeneration and conversion of his children. But
GOD honours careful parental training, and that is sadly lacking,
even in the case of Christian parents.
There is great looseness on the part of many parents in regard
to the schools they allow their children to attend and the places
of worship they allow them to go to. A good education is put
before the spiritual well-being of the child. Earthly prospects
are thought of unduly. It is a serious question whether young
children should be allowed to go to a public school at all away
from parental control for three parts of the year. We feel that
as long as possible children should be kept under parental control
and discipline. But the discipline should begin at their birth.
Parents should be the rulers of their children and not the children
the rulers of the parents. Kindness of course at all times, but
also firmness should be manifested. Good nourishing food, fresh
air, exercise, brightness, and joy should prevail in the household,
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but expensive toys and unnecessary luxuries should be avoided.
Many children are ruined by giving them all they want and ask
for. The fifty million pounds spent annually on chocolates and
sweets, compared with one million for preaching the Gospel to
the heathen, might be considerably lessened if parents were wise.
From the very beginning the children should be taught the
Holy Rcriptures and should be taught to observe the LORD'S
day by going to a distinctly Evangelical place of worship twicemorning and evening. The LORD'S day need not be a dull day
for them if the parents lay themselves out for the children's benefit.
If they are sent to a public school the greatest care should be
taken that nothing sacerdotal or modernistic is taught there, and
that the LORD's-day services are absolutely free from the evil
of musical services and sacerdotal hymn-books.
Vulgarity, worldliness, and vanity in dress, and the vanity of
following the fashion, whatever it is, should be avoided in the
upbringing of children. In fact, the world's books, the world's
music, the world's pleasures, and the world's evil customs should
be renounced.
Yet the influence of the world, the flesh, and the devil is so great
that despite every precaution and daily prayer there may be
disappointment. We understand that some Christian bodies
restrict their members to plainness of attire, but it ought not
to be necessary to join such bodies in order to avoid the works
of the devil, the pomp and vanity of this wicked world, and all
the sinful lusts of the flesh. If we follow scriptural principles we
shall avoid extravagance in dress, and also the modern failure
to be suitably modest and sober in our attire.
The true Christian should be out and out in his separation from
the world. We cannot imagine a really out-and-out Christian
young lady smoking cigarettes and painting her lips, as if she
could improve the beauty of GOD'S handiwork. Who would think
of painting a rose just plucked out of the garden ~
It must be evident to all GOD'S spiritually taught people that
giddiness, thoughtlessness, worldliness, and love of pleasures
rather than love of GOD characterize a large number of people at
the present day, and the really godly need to beware of identifying
themselves in their outward dress and customs with those who
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have no fear of GOD before their eyes. " Be ye separate, saith
the LORD, and touch not the unclean thing" (2 Cor. vi. 17). Our
whole outward deportment should be such that the world will
have no doubt as to Whose we are, and Whom we serve.
4. Fourthly, we are taught that such is the condition of families
that often a Christian man's foes will be those of his own household.
Our LORD said a startling thing when He said, "Think not that
I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace,
but a sword." In some sense our LORD came to send or produce
war. The next verse shows that He came to send war in families.
He came to cause variance, disagreement, disputes between a son
and a father, a daughter and her mother, a daughter-in-law and
her mother-in-law, the result being that "a man's foes shall be
those of his own household" (see Matt. x. 34-36).
This is a truth which members of GOD'S family need to realize.
A Christian man's foes may be those of the family of which he is
a member. He will have the enmity of the world at large, but
in the very bosom of his own household he may have much to
try him, and much to deprive him of peace, much that will take
the character of constant war. The reference is to a Christian
man living in a family the members of which are still walking in
the broad way. All unconverted persons, however closely related
to us, whether sons or fathers, daughters or mothers, wives or
husbands, belong to the world, that world which the Apostle John
says, "lieth in the wicked one." All truly converted persons
belong to that Church of GOD which He hath purchased with
His Own blood. The Church is CHRIST'S body. Its members
are the members of CHRIST. They are therefore everlastingly
distinct from the world. The two classes walk in different ways,
the end of one being hell, and of the other being heaven. The
one class has only one nature, fallen, corrupt, carnal, and unchangeably evil. The other class have in addition a new nature created
in righteousness and true holiness.
The one class are lovers of pleasures more than lovers of GOD,
and their affections are set on earthly things. They love the
world's company, the world's dress, the world's books, the world's
balls, theatres, and cinemas. The other class are bidden to come
out from the world, and be separate, and touch not the unclean
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thing. They are bidden to set their affection on things above.
They walk not in the company of the ungodly, but they delight
in the LORD, they delight in His Word, they call the sabbath a
delight and they love the company of GOD'S people.
Now our LORD says, "If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you"
(John xv. 19). Hatred and war go together. Hence there can
be no true and permanent harmony in a family where one member
belongs to CHRIST and the other members belong to the world.
Now what is a Christian to do under such circumstances 1 Our
IJORD gives one important and comprehensive answer. He says,
"He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth
after Me, is not worthy of Me" (Matt. x. 37, 38). However close
our relationship with others, CHRIST must be loved more than our
dearest relative, and therefore we must listen to His voice and
obey His teachings unreservedly in preference to the voice of any
other member of the family, however dear and precious. He
must be pre-eminent. We are not worthy of His fellowship
otherwise.
This involves suffering. It means taking up our cross, and,
if need be, going even to crucifixion rather than allowing the
dearest or closest earthly relation to prevent us from wholly
following the LORD. In this sense wealth, brethren, sisters,
parents, wives, and children should always take a secondary
place. Nothing must prevent our wholly following the LORD.
(See Matt. xix. 29.)
This does not mean that children should cease to love their
parents, or parents their children, or brothers and sisters cease
to love each other, or wives or husbands cease to love each other.
Nor does it necessarily mean that relatives should literally leave
one another, though that necessity might arise so long as it is
done in love. But CHRIST must be paramount. Exceedingly
painful though the ordeal may be, there must be a courteous,
and yet a firm refusal to walk in the ways of the world, even though
such ways appertain to our dearest friends or relatives.
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In doing this, it is a precious and comforting thought to know
that our great HIGH PRIEST can fully sympathize with us. " He
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." The
narrative in John vii. 1-9 shows that our LORD knew what it was
to have warfare ill that family into which He was supernaturally
born. "For neither did His brethren believe in Him." He
was obliged to say, "I am become a stranger unto My brethren,
and an alien unto- My mother's children" (Ps. lxix. 8). Much,
very much indeed, lies behind these words. Far more keenly
than we can feel such an experience must He have felt this temporary rejection by His Own brethren. But how fully He can
sympathize with us in like circumstances.
These family trials may take another form. It is noteworthy
that a good many real Christians are yet worldly in their walk.
One great reason for this is that such Christians largely neglect
the means of grace. If our walk is really to be close with GOD
we need the very first thing in the morning to give ourselves to
meditation in the Word of GOD, and to quiet, unhurried prayer.
We need to be praying constantly during the day. We need to
read the Word with meekness, and a full readiness to be wholly
obedient to GOD'S will in everything. We need to remember the
whole of the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
Now there can be no doubt that many Christians give very little
time to prayer and to close study of GOD'S Word. They do not
drink deeply into the teaching of GOD'S Word. The result is
there is a great deal of the world in their thoughts, their customs,
their ways and their walk. They do not thoroughly break with
the pomp and vanity of this wicked world. The late Caroline
Fry spoke of such Christians as having one foot in the broad way
and the other in the narrow.
Contaet with such worldly Christians necessarily involves variance
and disagreement on the part of those who through Divine grace
are more out-and-out in their nonconformity to the world. In
such cases, where they exist in a family, CHRIST must be paramount. He must be loved more than the dearest relative who,
though a Christian, is allowing the love of the world more or less
to influence him. Division, disagreement, and at least a separation
in spirit may prevail even among Christians.
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When Peter for a brief space identified himself with error, Paul
withstood him to the face. If Peter had continued his failure to
stand wholly for the great doctrine of justification, Paul, no doubt,
would have walked in separation from him. So, if a Christian
gives way to worldly conformity, he cannot expect those who
are making a more faithful stand against the world to walk with
him. Here again comes the need of taking up our cross and
following CHRIST, rather than following those who follow Him
afar off. The world cannot hate those who conform to it, but
it hates CHRIST, because He testifies against it. It also hates
those who go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach. What a mercy it is, however, if, like Moses, we esteem
"the reproach of CHRIST greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt" (Heb. xi. 26).
By all means and at all costs let the LORD'S true people break
fully with the world, and walk in holy separation from all its evil
ways and customs.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas H oughton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"THY CHOSEN PEOPLE."
"I REMEMBER one evening hearing him (the Rev. James Bardsley,
Rector of St. Philip's, Bradford Road, Manchester) preach from the
words, ' God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation.' During
the sermon, in which he enforced the doctrine of God's election of
His people in Christ Jesus, he said, , I know well that many of you
will object to the truth I am stating, and to such I would give a word
of caution. I heard you to-night address God in the Scriptural
language of our liturgy, "And make Thy chosen people joyful"!
What do you mean in asking God to make joyful a people whose
existence you deny?' From that moment my objection to God's
sovereign, eternal, unconditional election of His people was dead, and
has never revived. Wonder not, then, at my love and esteem for
his memory. None but those who were brought into familiar contact
with him can truly testify to his unselfish devotion to his work,
simplicity of character, benevolent activities, and unceasing aim to
help all associated with him in the Lord." -The Rev. Thomas Bradbury,
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell.
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NoteJl.

DIVINE MANIFESTATIONS IN THE NIGHT.
" I will pass through the land of Egypt th~s night."-ExoDus xii. 12.
THE word "black-out" is much impressed upon our minds at
this time of war. All over the country at about the time of sunset
our blinds and curtains are to be drawn, and not a ray of artificial
light is to be se,en outside. At ordinary times in London and in
all our large towns there is such a widespread use of artificial
light that the night is almost as clear as the day, Now, however,
not only in country districts but in our big cities artificial light
is almost entirely withdrawn, the whole country is wrapt in deep
gloom. The believer, however, can say, "The darkness hideth
not from Thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness
and the light are both alike to Thee" (Ps. cxxxix. 12). The
Lord sees His people in the dark and He is always watching over
them. "Behold," says the Psalmist, "He that keepeth thee
shall neither slumber nor sleep" (Ps.. cxxi. 4).
It is remarkable how often we read in Scripture of Divine
manifestations in the night.
1. First, we read of Divine judgments at night.
There are three outstanding instances in the Old Testament.
Judgments were visited upon Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon in
the night season. It was at midnight that the Lord passed through
the land of Egypt and smote all the first-born. Against all the
gods of Egypt He executed judgment. Pharaoh had said, "Who
is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go ~ I know
not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go" (Exod. v. 2).
The constant rebellion of Egypt's king caused long trials to
God's chosen people. Divine judgment was delayed. At last,
however, such Divine judgment was visited that Pharaoh and his
people felt impelled to obey the voice of J ehovah, and they" were
urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the
land" (Exod. xii. 29-33).
It was at night that the Lord visited judgment upon Sennacherib,
the proud and boastful king of Assyria. In the darkness of night
"the angel of the Lord smote in the camp of the Assyrians an
hundred fourscore and five thousand" (2 Kings xix. 35).
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It was at night that the Lord visited judgment on Belshazzar.
the proud and idolatrous king of Babylon, and the Medes and
Persians took the kingdom (Dan. v. 22, 23, 30).
These three instances are recorded for our instruction. They
show that" though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished" (Prov. xi. 21).
2. Secondly, we read of a marvellous manifestation of Divine love
at night.
The best tidings which ever reached the ears of human sinners
came from heaven in the night. It was while the shepherds
were keeping watch over their flock by night that" the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them. . .. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke ii. 8-11).
Here was a marvellous manifestation of Divine love. "Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent
His Son to be the propitiation of our sins" (1 John iv. 10).
Supposing God had not loved' us, and supposing, therefore, He
did not send His Son to endure the penalty which our sins deserve,
how dark, gloomy, and awful would have been our case! An
eternal hell would have been our portion. But God did love
His people, and He so loved them that He sent His Son to bear
their sins in His Own body on the tree. On that night, then,
God manifested His unfathomable and His eternal love by bringing
about the incarnation of His beloved Son. On that night the
tidings of the advent of a Divine Saviour were communicated to
human ears. Human sinners heard the heavenly announcement
that a Divinely appointed Saviour had visited this dark earth, so
that sinners, sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, might
be guided into the way of peace.
Can we ever forget such tidings? Can we ever be indifferent to,
such Divine love? Can we ever forget that it was "in the same
night in which He was betrayed" that He said, "This is My
blood of the new covenant which is shed for many for the remission
of sins, this do in remembrance of Me"? Yet He is whollyforgotten by the multitude.
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3. Thirdly, we r~d of Divine instruction being given in the night.
It was by night that Nicodemus came to Jesus, and it was
by night that Jesus instructed him in the profoundest truths
of the Gospel. It was at night that Jesus said, "God so loved
the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."
No other verse in Scripture probably has been so often quoted.
Have we ever fully sounded the depths of those great words?
Can we ever fathom the depth of God's love to His people ~ Can
we ever fully realize what it meant to the Father to give His onlybegotten Son ~ Can we ever fully fathom what it meant for the
Son of God to humble Himself and to become obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross ~ Do we sufficiently realize that had
He not come into the world to save sinners they would have been
lost ~ What would have happened to us who now build our
hopes on His blood and righteousness if He had not come down and
redeemed us! Why, we should have perished. We should have
been excluded from the light of heaven. We should have been
cast into the darkness of hell. If we realize all this, how can we
do otherwise than live, not unto ourselves, but unto Him Who
died for us and rose again ~
Besides, the doctrine of the new birth was taught on this occasion
by night. It was revealed that all who enter the kingdom must
be born again. But how ~ Not by human arrangement, but by
the sovereign action of the Spirit.
It thus follows that our enjoyment of the blessings of redemption
is not the result of our own free will, but the result of Divine action.
We being dead in trespasses and sin were regenerated by His
sovereign power. For His great love wherewith He loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, He quickened us and saved us.
4. Fourthly, we read of Divine deliverances by night.
By night the apostles at Jerusalem were delivered from prison.
Through the indignation of the high priest and the sect of the
Sadrlucees the apostles were apprehended and put in the common
prison. Humanly speaking their testimony was silenced. "But
the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought
them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life." " They entered into the temple"
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accordingly, "early in the morning, and taught." Later, the
high priest and all the senate of the children of Israel, sent to the
prison to have the apostles brought before them. But the officers
came back and said, "The prison truly found we shut with all
safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but
when we had opened, we found no man within." Following
upon this ·remarkable announcement came a messenger who said,
"Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the
temple, and teaching the people."
Here, indeed, was a marvellous manifestation of Divine
deliverance at night. "Man proposes, but God disposes." The
ecclesiastical authority designed to put a stop to Gospel testimony,
but God frustrated their wicked designs. In vain their enemies
placed the apostles in the common prison. In vain they shut
them there securely. In vain they placed the keepers before the
doors. By Divine power in the darkness of the night the prison
doors were opened and afterwards shut, and the prisoners liberated
without the knowledge of the prison officials, and God's servants
were found publicly and courageously teaching the people in the
courts of the temple. Gamaliel was subsequently obliged to
say that "if this counsel be of God, ye cannot overthrow it."
(see Acts v. 17-25, 39.)
This is recorded for the encouragement of God's people in the
twentieth century. Persecution the godly will certainly have to
endure, but there is nothing too hard for the God Whom they
serve. He can, if it pleases Him, deliver His people in the most
wonderful way. No locked doors and prison guards can hinder
God from carrying out His purposes. "The things which are
impossible with men are possible with God" (Luke xviii. 27).
By night Peter was delivered.
Herod apprehended him. He put him in prison and delivered
him into the care of four quaternions of soldiers. He intended,
after the Passover, to kill him as he had killed the brother of John.
But our Lord intended Peter to live to be an old man, and that
be should glorify God by a death independently of Herod. (See
John xxi. 18, 19.)
Moreover, God had promised to hear the prayers of His people.
Herod's wicked design was therefore frustrated. Peter's remarkable
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experience showed that God's ears are open to the prayers of His
people. Prayer was made ~thout ceasing of the Church of God
for Peter.
The night preceding the day of his intended execution arrived.
God's people gathered in Mary's house and continued to pray.
" The same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound
with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison."
Humanly speaking there was no possibility of Peter escaping from
Herod's grasp. But God intended to carry out His gracious.
purpose, and He was listening to His people's prayers. Accordingly
the angel of the Lord came upon Peter, and a light shined in the
prison, so that Peter could see what he was about to do when
awake. The angel smote him on the side, and raised him up,
and told him to make haste. His chains fell from his hands. At
the bidding of the angel he put on his sandals and cast his garment
about him and followed the angel. They walken past the first
and second guard, and came to the iron gate that led to the city.
That opened to them of its own accord, and they walked out
through one street. Then the angel left Peter. He had been
wondering whether it was all a vision. Then he said, "Now
I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath
delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation
of the people of the Jews." When the day dawned "there was.
no small stir among the soldiers what was become of Peter."
The wonderful deliverance was accomplished without the
knowledge of any of the soldiers who guarded him. Neither
soldiers, nor chains, nor prison doors, nor iron gates, nor the darkness of the night could hinder God from frustrating the wicked
designs of Herod.
Herod was a king. He had great power. But God is the
King of kings, and His power is unlimited. A certain bishop
recently wrote to the Times objecting to the words which our
Reformers incorporated in one of the Prayer Book collects (eighth
Sunday after Trinity). They wrote, " 0 God, Whose never-failing
providence ordereth all things in heaven and earth." We think
they were right in saying this. We believe that God" worketh
all things after the counsel of His Own will," and we think that
Peter's marvellous deliverance illustrates this great truth.
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"When He makes bare His arm,
What shall His work withstand 1
When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand? "
Again, by night Paul was delivered.
More than forty men" bound themselves under a curse, saying
that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul."
At the third hour of that night, however, two hundred soldiers,
three score and ten horsemen, and two hundred spearmen were
made ready, and Paul was safely conducted by night to Antipatris
and subsequently to Cresarea. Thus Paul was providentially
delivered from the designs of these conspirators.
Vain indeed it is for men to fight against God. (See Acts xxiii.
12, 13, 23, 31-33.)
5. Lastly, we read of Divine encouragements by night.
The Apostle Paul and his company were taking their second
missionary journey. They were journeying in Asia Minor, but
they were forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the Word in
the province of Asia and so they came down to Troas.
They needed the encouragement of DivinlJ guidance. "And a
vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia,
and help us." Immediately Paul and those with him" endeavoured
to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had
called them for to preach the Gospel unto them." The result
was the founning of the churches at Philippi, Thessalonica, and
Corinth, and the writing of the five Epistles later on to those several
companies of God's people. The Lord went before His people
both in the" pillar of cloud by day, and in the pillar of fire by
night." He is our Guide both in the darkness and in the light,
and we need His guidance at all times. (See Acts xvi. 6, 8-10.)
Another form of Divine encouragement is the conversion of sinners.
The sovereignty of God arranges conversions when and where
He pleases. Some conversions may take place in a church or
chapel, some in a house, and some even in a prison. Such events
bring great encouragement to the Lord's instruments.
When Paul and Silas were in the inner dungeon, their backs
smarting, and their feet fast in the stoch, they prayed and sang
praises to God at midnight. It was then God sent an earthquake,
5
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and the awakened jailor called for a light and sprang into
the dungeon, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and
Silas saying, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved ~" Shortly afterwards, having been saved by Divine grace he took his prisoners
" the same hour of the night; and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his straightway .. '. and rejoiced, believing
in God with all his house" (Acts xvi. 24-34).
What a Divine encouragement in the night! The sovereignty
of God brings about the conversion of the chosen in Christ where
and when He pleases.
Then think of the encouragements of Divine assurances _given to
God's people at night.
Note the following:The first 1'nstance.
"Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision; Be
not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee,
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people
in this city" (Acts xviii. 9, 10). What a cheer in the night to
God's servant.
Go on preaching the Gospel. Be not afraid. I am with thee.
I will preserve thee, and I will gather out the many of My chosen
ones who dwell in this city.
A second instance.
Poor Paul is a prisoner in Jerusalem. His enemies had almost
pulled him to pieces. Then we read, "The night following the
Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou
hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also
at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11). Poor Paul was probably depressed,
but the Lord tenderly came in the night and said, " Be of good
cheer." He also assured him that despite every danger which
might lie in his path he would bear witness to Christ in the capital
of the empire.
The Lord really stands by His people. Wherefore, ye people
of God, be of good cheer.
The third 1'nstance.
Paul is sailing on the Mediterranean. Neither sun nor stars
had appeared for many days. No small tempest lay on those who
were on board, and" all hope that they should be saved was then
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taken away." Just at that juncture Paul the prisoner was able
to stand forth and exhort them to be of good cheer and to assure
them that there would be no loss of any man's life. Then he
proceeded to give them the reason for this grand assurance.
" There stood by me this night the angel of God, Whose 1 am,
and Whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Cresar: and, 10, God hath given thee all them that sail
with thee" (Acts xxvii. 22-24).
Thus it is evident that God may choose the night for bringing
judgment on nations and their rulers. He may choose the night
to bring good tidings to His people and to instruct them in Gospel
truth. He may choose the night to deliver His people from peril,
to guide them in their work, to use them in His service, and to
encourage and cheer them in their trials. He is a God "Who
giveth songs in the night" (Job xxxv. 10), and His people have
reason to say, "The Lord will command His lovingkindness in
the daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me " (Ps. xlii. 8).
THE EDITOR.

CHRISTMAS, 1939.
IF in this strange eventful yearPeace based uneasily on fear,
War that was madness, yet so nearWe failed to prove Thee, Lord,
Yet now, when man's supremest skill,
His powers of feeling, thought and will,
Have failed to thwart the threatened ill,
Shall we not prove Thee, Lord 1
Is it in vain to seek Thy face 1
Rather, will not our desperate case
Provide a. platform for Thy grace,
That we may prove Thee, Lord 1
Through storm and cloud Thy chariots speed,
We need the deepest depths of need
To prove Thy love is love indeed!
Ohuhsien, Szechwan, Ohina.

BISHOP

F.

HOUGHTON.

The closing words of the above poem remind us of Dr. Watts' lines :" Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

-Editor of the
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WELLSPRINGS.

" I ha-lie seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a
green bay tree.
" Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not; yea, I sought him, but he
could not be found.
" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that
man is peace."-PsALM xxxvii. 35, 36, 37.
THE whole of this Psalm might be gathered up under two headingsthe Psalmist under Divine inspiration declaring what the wicked man
is arid does, and what the Lord is and does for His people. It teaches
also along these lines the claim of submission to the will of God in
His sovereign dealings, whatever they are, however painful and CODtrary to the flesh, and how blessed are they who wait His time and
see the ultimate "end" and purpose of their God in His infinite
wisdom and love. Thus in the verses before us, waiting the time
of their God in humble obedience and submission, they see at length
how the pleasures and prosperity of the wicked are but short at best,
and likewise they see that God delivers the righteous and sets them
in safety from him that puffeth at them, and eventually whilst" the
memory of the wicked shall rot," "the righteous shall be had in
everlasting remembrance."
Glance through the Psalm, dear reader, or at a more leisurely hour
read it through carefully and ponder it. See the various references
to the enemies of the Lord. How does the Holy Spirit describe them?
"Evil doers," "workers of iniquity," "man of wicked devices,"
" wicked" (termed so fourteen times), "cursed," "transgressors."
And then look at the contrast where you find God's saved people
described as " the meek," " the just," " poor and needy," " of uprigbt
conversation," "the righteous man," "the upright," "blessed of
Him," "a good man's steps ordered" of Him, "saints," and in our
text" the perfect man." Of the one character it is spoken in our
text, " I have seen," and it is a passing, transient thing of the wicked;
whilst of " the perfect man" it is written" mark," contemplate, ponder,
observe him, and know that" his end is peace."
The Psalmist does not mention any particular name, but doubtless
he had someone in mind who exactly fitted this description, for
David suffered much at the hands of his subtle enemies, he had often
to be fleeing and in hiding from a treacherous and jealous Saul, or
a crafty Ahithophel, or a cursing Shimei, who were all in their turn
permitted to afflict and distress the Lord's dear servant, until-and
oh, how we bless our God, you and I, with all His saints in all ages,
that there is that until, that time-limit, that thus far and no farther,
when our delivering God says, " Now will I arise," " I will set him in
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safety from him that puffeth at him," and our hearts well out in
praise and gratitude to a delivering God.
For there is a certain end to every enemy of the great God with
Whom we have to do, and to every Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Herod,
and Haman, who exalt themselves and oppose and oppress any of
God's living children, there is certain retribution and abasement.
But, on the other hand, and blessed be the God of all grace that it is
so, the righteousness of a Noah, a Job, and a Daniel shine out to
His eternal glory. They are clad, covered in a righteousness not
their own, and they are "perfect," complete, "upright" only in
and through Christ, Who is the Lord their righteousness.
True, the Lord's people are little accounted of in the world. They
are treated as the offscouring, are poor and despised, and are the
subjects of many affiictions and oft bitter persecutions. Yet withal :" Although the world may think it strange,
They would not with the world exchange."

They are passing through this world as pilgrims and strangers; they
have here "no continuing city"; their conversation is in heaven;
so that they are no companions for the worldling and the wicked.
But the Lord has so ordered it that they shall be in their lives an
object lesson to the world. May we sole'innly consider this, beloved
readers, and oft search our hearts as to "what manner of persons
ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness." May we
ever seek to walk very humbly with our God, and if not called upon
to rebuke by word of mouth, may grace-sustained, godly, consistent
lives rebuke in silence the worldling and the professing Church.
Oh, that others might more often" take knowledge of us that we
have been with Jesus," as was spoken of those two beloved Apostles
Peter and John (Acts iv. 13). Never lose sight of the fact, my beloved
reader in Christ, that you are called upon to live a life of faith and
separation from the world, that you are a member of that Church
in the wilderness of which God is the living Head, and Who will have
His members to learn that they are in the world, but not of it, that
He has called them to " come out and be separate," to keep themselves unspotted from it, and to learn by daily experience that, born
from above, estranged from everything contrary to Christ, kept by
the power of God, they are to show forth the praises of Him Who
hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light.
Remember, too, for your comfort that whilst you are sojourning
at the will of your God in a wilderness world, He has never been a
wilderness to you.
Now let us gather up our text once more and the lesson written
there for our edification. "I have seen the wicked in great power "and Job spake similarly, "I have seen the foolish taking root" (Job v. 3)
-" and spreading himself like a green bay tree," or, as the margin
gives it, " a tree that groweth in his own soil." But all to no purpose
when God arises in judgment. For of everyone such it shall be
written, "10, this is the man that maketh not God his trust."
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The prophet Isaiah speaks solemnly of such who have defied their
Maker and lifted themselves up in false pride when they are" brought
down to hell." "Is this the man that made the earth to tremble,
and did shake kingdoms?" (Isa. xiv. 16). Yes, this is he who
afflicted and persecuted the Lord's poor, who vaunted himself in his
" great power," but he is sought but cannot be found; his habitation
is cursed and his" memory" allowed" to rot."
But-and we turn gladly to the brighter picture in our text"mark," dwell on the contrast, contemplate it, consider how grace
alone makes one man to differ from another, " mark the perfect man,
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace." "Perfect,"
say.s Christ, the well-beloved of our souls, "perfect through the
comeliness that I have put upon thee." Such an one has enjoyed
peace amid all warfare; his mind has been stayed" in perfect peace"
upon his Jehovah-Jesus in spite of all to the contrary to harass,
perplex, and distress the mind, and" the end of that man is peace."
It is and will be as the wise man wrote, "The wicked is driven
away in his wickedness; but the righteous hath hope in his death"
(Prov. xiv. 32). So that whilst there is "no peace saith my God
. to the wicked," His own blood-bought sheep are kept" in perfect
peace" stayed upon their God. For He is a preserving, performing,
and Covenant-keeping God for all His people, and they are constrained
from the depths of their hearts in adoring gratitude to say, "Lo,
this is our God for ever and ever, He will be our Guide even unto
death."
How often, as memory sweetly recalls it, has the writer joined
with the worshipping flock at St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, in singing dear
Watts' hymn;"My God, my everlasting hope,
I live upon Thy truth ;
Thy hands have held my childhood up,
And strengthened all my youth.
"Still has my life new mercies seen
Repeated every year;
Behold my days that yet remain,
I trust them to Thy care.
.. Cast me not off when strength declines,
When hoary hairs arise;
And round me let Thy glory shine,
Whene'er Thy servant dies.
.. Then in the history of my age,
When men review my days,
They'll read Thy love in every page,
In every line Thy praise."

R.
"BLIND BARTIMEUS does not dream of putting one eye in, while
Jesus puts the other."-John Be:rridge.
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Sermons anb N ottS of Strmons.
A PRECIOUS PROMISE.
A SERMON FOR THE YOUNG PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT THE OPENING OF THE YEAR 1898.

" Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall
come unto thee."-JoB xxii. 21.
MANY questions no doubt arise in your minds, dear friends and
especially my younger hearers. as to what this year may not bring
you forth. Some of you, it may be, are on the brink of taking some
important step in life. Others of you, perhaps, are about to take
up work away from your homes, even in far-off lands, which involves
separation from loved ones. All is strange, all is dark, unknown,
and you are asking yourselves among other questions this question
which we find in the fourth Psalm, " Who will show us any good? "
Now it is proposed to-night to answer in part that question according
to the language of our text. We believe that this text answers that
question. There is only one way of obtaining that which is worthy
of being called good. "Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
peace, thereby good shall come unto thee." All real good must be found
in God, nowhere short of God. Not God and anything beside but
God only. Every good and every perfect gift cometh from above,
earth can yield us none-no good gift. The earth and its fumess
themselves are in God's hands, Who created them for His Own glory.
All are in His power. It is His prerogative to give and to take away
earthly good from us. For our health, for our mental and physical
power, for our opportunities for service, for ability to fulfil our daily
duties, and whatever besides, we are dependent upon God. There
is no sin perhaps more hateful in God's sight, certainly none more
unbecoming in a creature, than the sin of presumption, presuming
upon mercies, presuming upon favours at God's hands. We have no
title to any favour at God's hands, viewed as sinners. We have
sacrificed all claims, we have forfeited all right to anything but
judgment. We are debtors to do the whole law, to love God with all
the heart and soul and strength and mind, and yet there is no love
in our hearts God-ward. If there is to be any true love of God, that
gift like all other good gifts, must come from Him. "We love Him,"
if we love Him, " because He first loved us." His love shed abroad
in our hearts kindles love in return. Where the love of God is
unknown love to God is unknown. How important therefore the
opening words of our text, "Acquaint now thyself with Him"with Him.
A word or two on the subject of acquaintance. I may say in passing
that the word translated "acquaint" in this place is nowhere else
found in the Old Testament. It stands quite alone and it signifies
to make profit, and that lies at the bottom of this thought of an
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acquaintance with God, because all profit, all advantage, all blessing,
and benefit are traceable to Him as I have already said, and therefore
to he truly, to be graciously, in an experimental way, acquainted
with God as He has revealed Himself in Christ through the Gospel
is to come into possession of all good, it is to become enriched in
all that is worthy of being designated good. There are various qualities,
if I may so say, of acquaintance. We ourselves qualify that word
very often in our ordinary converse one with another. We speak,
for instance, of a general acquaintance. One asks his fellow, Do you
know such an one? "Well, I have a general acquaintance with
him." Now, dear friends, it is not a general ar.quaintance that is
spoken of here in our text, it is not a hearsay knowledge of Him.
That will not meet the case. We may have a very good knowledge,
historic knowledge, of God and be personally unacquainted with God.
It is said, you know, of the great prince of darkness even, the great
enemy of God, that he believes in a certain sense. "Thou believest,"
wrote James in his epistle, " that there is one God; thou doest well :
the devils also believe and tremble." Have you ever been struck by
those words as you look into them somewhat carefully? "Thou
believe"t that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe "-is it implied they also do well? But, dear friends, although
the devils (the demons, as it ought to be rendered) believe in the
Oneness of God, believe in the Unity of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, yet see the effect upon them, it is not conversion, it
causes fear-creates terror in those demon minds-the realization of
this vast truth which God has been pleased to reveal concerning
Himself. So we may have, as the devils have, a general acquaintance
with God, with even the truths of God, and are there any truths
greater or deeper than the truths which concern the eternity of
Jehovah? Yet these are in a sense entertained and acknowledged
by fallen angels, principalities, and powers. No mere general acquaintance, no mere educational acquaintance with God, by which I mean
that we may have been reared from our childhood in a belief of God,
that there is a God, the God of Creation, the God of Providence, is
meant by the words of our text. We may have a very accurate
educational acquaintance with God and be called Christians, dear
friends, as the result; we may make a profession of religion based
upon that mere general knowledge of God, we may become members
of Churches and be accepted in Christian society as saved persons.
This is a very solemn thing, and, young friends, I urgently, lovingly,
press it upon your young minds as showing how important it is that
you should not rely for your soul's salvation upon any mere educational
acquaintance that you have with God. That foundation is one of
sand, it is not the true acquaintance of God as premised in our text.
What then 1 The knowledge of or acquaintance with God must be
a personal acquaintance. This again is a term we use in conversation.
We speak of such an one as a personal acquaintance, and the acquaintance is necessarily mutual. And so it is in the case of this spiritual
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acquaintance, which must needs be in order to salvation; between
the sinner and Goel in Christ as revealed in the Gospel. It must he
personal, and no mediator is to be tolerated in regard to it, no angel,
no saint, no religious system, no priest, may come in between the
seeking soul and Him Who is sought. There is "One Mediator
between God and men, the Man," not a man but the God-Man, Who
can lay His Hand upon both God and man because He is both God
and Man, " the Man Christ Jesus." No man knoweth the Father to
become acquainted with Him, but in and by and through the Lord
Jesus Christ. "He that hath seen Me," by the eye of faith, "hath
seen the Father." He that knoweth Me by gracious experience also
knows My Father. He who has Me likewise has the Father. "I and
My Father are One." Therefore the question may well be raised
immediately, Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ personally? Let
that point be clear, dear young friends, at the outset of this year.
We sometimes sing in the hymn, "Do I love the Lord or no? "
Well, that is only another way of putting it, Do I know the
I,ord or not? Because those who really know the Lord Jesus
as their Saviour love Him, they only love Him who know Him as
their Saviour, as the Blessed One Who died in their stead, Who bore
their sins in His Body on the tree, Who paid off to the last farthing
their indebtedness to the Divine justice, the broken law of God.
Those who know Jesus thus find Him precious. "Unto you which
believe He is precious." So that we may put the question in that
form, Is He precious to you? That will answer the other question,
Do I love the Lord? Do I know the Lord? A personal acquaintance involves a knowledge on the part of both. It is stated, "The
Lord knoweth them that are His," and it is His delight in the Gospel
of His grace by His Spirit to teach His people the knowledge of
Himself. "By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify
many; for He shall bear their iniquities." "This is life eternal,
that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
Whom Thou hast sent "-this is eternal life. The knowledge is
mutual. The Lord Jesus finds His delight in the coming sinner, and
the coming sinner finds his joy, the joy of salvation, in the Lord Jesus.
Further, this acquaintance will not only be personal but it will be
intimate. That likewise is a conditioning term which we use of
earthly acquaintances. "I am acquainted with such a one, I have
a general acquaintance with him," or another says, "Yes, I have
a personal acquaintance with him," but the question yet remains,
Have you an intimate acquaintance with him? Now here again there
must be not only a personal acquaintance with Jesus by faith in Him
but there must be also a very close and intimate acquaintance with
Him. This signifies communion. Two cannot walk in communion,
this communion, except they be agreed. With the blood of Christ
sprinkled on the pure conscience there will be agreement because
there will be the answer of a good conscience toward God. And
whenever the conscience is thus purified, beloved, by the precious
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sprinkled blood of the Lamb there will be a cleaving to the Lord,
a holdin~ fast by Him, just as you read, you remember, of the patriarch
Jacob on that memorable night when the mystical Angel, the uncreated
Angel, the Man Angel, wrestled with Jacob, he clave to Him, " I will
not let Thee go except Thou bless me." And so in regard to an
intimate fellowship with the Lord Jesus on the part of a believing
sinner there will be a cleaving to Him, a holding Him fast, a realizing
that there will be no blessedness apart from Him, apart from communion with Him.
But I am prepared to go a step beyond, dear young friends, because
this acquaintance with Jesus is in the character of it and in the
manifestation of it an ever-deepening acquaintance, it grows in intensity,
in reality, and vigour. And so I proceed to say, under this head
lal'tly, that there must be an affectionate acquaintance with Jesus.
" Acquaint now thyself" in no general way but personally, intimately,
~ffectionately, and there is no fellowship so close as that.
This fellowship obtains only, comparatively speaking, among a select few. There
will always be affectionate fellowship in a family where love prevails,
and in the earthly family we have a figure, however faint, of the
heavenly family, God's dear people, His children, His sons and His
dau~hters. These all partake, through grace, of a loving interest in
Christ, their common Lord, their Elder Brother, the Brother born
for their adversity. Oh, how He loves His brethren! See how He
loved them as He hung on the cross of shame and curse, a Sacrifice
for their sins. And may I not address dear fellow believers in this
matter and say, See what love at times moves our own poor hearts
toward Jesus? We have this at times granted us when He takes
us up into the Mount alone with Himse~f, or calls us more immediately
within the veil and bids us very very nigh unto Himself. Oh, what
times of joy and delight are these to our souls; whether we be in
the body or out of the body we know not. It is as though heaven
itself had broken in upon our souls. Then it is we love Him with
a pure heart fervently, fervently. And this is as it should be, this
is as, dear friends, hereafter it will be. Yes, and there is in reserve
in the purpose of God's grace an occasion, and it is to be an eternal
opportunity, for the people of God to love Him sinlessly, to love Him
without any admixture of the frailty of the flesh, to love Him in
the purity of love, to love Him in all the reality of a God-implanted
love. Oh, even here by the way it is the privilege of those who
would enjoy peace and taste good and realize the answer of the
question, " Who will show us any good? " to be acquainted with Jesus.
personally, intimately, affectionately. Let us press these things upon
our own consciences.
Another point is the blessed effect of this-CC and be at peace "be at peace. Have all of you obtained the peace of God which passeth
all understanding? Let each put to himself that solemn, searching
New Year question, Am I a possessor of the peace of God? that is,
the peace which God imparts and implants, and, it may be, even
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more than that, the peace which God Himself enjoys, unruflled,
undisturbed peace in the heart. The peace of God-the result of
simple trust in the merits of Jesus, in no other way whatever is this
peace communicated, it flows through Christ Himself. "He is our
peace Who hath made both one," and if we know Him, are acquainted
graciously with Him as the Saviour, the sin-forgiving Saviour, are
acquainted with Him personally, intimately, and lovingly, undoubtedly
we have a claim upon the promise and possess this peace. If there
be not therefore peace in the conscience can there be acquaintance
with the Prince of peace? To be at peace with God, oh, what a
position of positions is this! Whatever betide, come life and its
conflicts, cares and sorrows and fears, come death itself with all its
reputed terrors-yet " peace with God remains the same, no change
Jehovah knows." God's peace possessing the heart, ruling in the
conscience, answering all fears, doubts, and accusations, the believer
in the Lord Jesus is able, it is his privilege, when accusations multiply
upon him from without and from within, to point the finger however
tremblingly at the precious blood and say, There is my peace made
for me, secured by grace for me, sealed, and never to be reversed.
God Himself has spoken it in His holiness and will not reverse it.
" The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from all sin" His
dear children as they walk in the light and confess their sins as unto
a loving Father. Peace," be at peace" with your own conscience
too. Ah, there is no more tyrannical ruler, I suppose, under whom
we could serve than a guilty conscience. A guilty conscience allows
no rest day nor night. Men who are under convictions, godly convictions for sin have tried, have sought to be occupied this way or the
other in order to pacify, if it might be so, for a little while the accusations of a guilty conscience. I dare say some of you can look back
to a like experience-I can on many years gone by. Are any of you
to-night, dear young friends, passing through that condition of soul,
the conscience laden with guilt, unrest continually? You have tried
a variety of methods, it may be, to pacify the conscience. You have
tried pleasures, you have tried work, you have tried society, you
have tried a religion of your own perhaps, put yourself under resolutions
and forms, and even vows. I had one of the most piteous letters
a few days ago from a young man in London, who opened out his
soul in his soul troubles to me to know what was he to do? I am
not guilty of any breach of faith in the matter when I say he had
put himself under a vow in regard to some particular sin, but he
could not escape and he would have guidance. I merely mention the
matter because I believe it is one among many such cases, and, dear
young friends, there is no way out of your distress, there is no escape
from these godly convictions, which are of the operation of the Holy
Ghost in your consciences, short of Jesus, Jesus and His blood.
Remember He died for sinners, chief sinners, real sinners, died for
great sinners, black sinners, hell-deserving sinners, who could do
nothing for themselves if eternity were given them to do it in. He
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came to save to the uttermost such as come unto God by Him. Oh,
hearken to His words of encouragement, weary heavy-laden souls,
under conviction, souls with guilty consciences that haunt you day and
night, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give yOll rest." Oh, I would do it if by uttering these words
ten thousand times I might be instrumental in God's hands of bringing you into the blessed possession of the peace of which our text
so sweetly speaks, " Acquaint now thyself "-personally, intimately,
affectionately, as the blessed Spirit delights to enable-" with Him,
and be at peace: thereby" and not otherwise "good shall come
unto thee."
This is the precious promise for this New Year evening, " thereby
good shall come unto thee." Remember, when God calls a thing good
He precisely means that. God does not use this word in any new
sense, the riches, the infinite riches of His grace are all embraced
in this little word ., good," so shall good come unto thee. Forgiveness
of sins shall come unto thee, liberty of soul shall come unto thee, a
place amongst God's children shall come unto thee, heirship, joint
heirship with Christ shall come unto thee, endless bliss yonder shall
come unto thee. "Thereby," when once we are accepted in Christ,
all good comes unto us as the Lord deals it out in measure, here a
little, there a little, as we are able to bear it. God's ways are like
Himself, infinite wisdom characterizes them all. He is the best judge
of what is good for us, whether in this world or that which is to come.
Goodness is one of His distinguishing characteristics. Do you
remember that passage in the Book of Exodus, the thirty-third chapter,
when Moses said unto the Lord on a certain occasion, "I beseech
Thee, show me Thy glory" ~ And Jehovah said, "I will make all
My goodness pass before thee "-" all My goodness." What a
promise! "All My goodness "-think of that! And not less than
that, not less than that, has He promised to everyone of His people,
everyone. "All His goodness," what must it be ~ Well, in the
letter of it it is unfolded here. "The Lord descended in the cloud,
and stood with him (Moses) there, and proclaimed" His Name, that
is, His character, His goodness. "The Lord passed by . . . and
proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah God, merciful." See what He puts in
the first place, the place of honour, when He describes Himself-His
mercy, mercy gets that highest seat. And then" gracious," and then
" longsuffering," and then" abundant in goodness and truth," unfolding, I say, in the letter this His wondrous goodness, all His goodness.
Oh, seeking souls, contemplate the goodness of God as it is exhibited
in the Person and work of the Lord Jesus. There are the unfoldings
in all their beauty and in all their freshness as well as in all their
efficacy of the abundant goodness of the living God. "Thereby good
shall come unto thee." Yes, the Lord is pleased to narrow His
promises so far as to adapt them to individuals. Here is a promise
that just comes down to-night from God's infinite mercy to someone
in our gathering. "Lord, is it I ~" Let that be a question arising
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in the mind of each hearer. "Lord, is it I ? is this goodness meant for
me, designed for me?" "Depth of mercy, can there be mercy still
reserved for me?" And then is the prayer still further.. Lord, I hear of showers of blessing
Thou art scattering full and free ;
Showers the thirsty land refreshing;
Let some droppings-some droppings-fall on me,
Even me"?

Is that again your cry? Blessed are they that thus seek the Lord;
seeking, they shall find; asking, they shall surely have; thus knocking
at the door of His goodness, His mercy, His abundant goodness, His
rich mercy-that door shall be opened. The Lord delights still to
receive sinners and to eat with them, yes, to eat with them, that is,
to hold communion with them, to come down where they are, to be
with them in the secrecy of their chambers when they the more
earnestly seek His face. The Lord delights to draw near to the
solitary, to those who seek His face in the dark and who simply hang
upon His mercy. The Lord, as I have often told you, " is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite
spirit."
May the Lord pour out a blessing on His Word, for His Name's
sake. Amen.
THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
No. 1: WATER INTO BLOOD.
By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
THE great prince who brought prosperity to Egypt and happiness to
his people was long since dead" in a coffin" (Gen. I. 26). The people
whom he served so well and set on the highway of prosperity are
now under another monarch, who had no feeling of gratitude either
to his memory or to his descendants. In Holy Writ the statement is
of staccato exactness, " There arose up a new king over Egypt, which
knew not Joseph" (Exod. i. 8) .
.. The evil that men do lives after them,
The good is oft interred with their bones."

The descendants of Prince J oseph are now Crown serfs.
The story of Egypt's suffering begins with Egypt's injustice. The
pretext was the Egyptian monarch's desire to curb the law of God
in the Province of Goshen. His injustice moves forth with the notion
to " deal wisely" with these people, but to no avail (Exod. i. 7, 9-12).
The affliction that is set upon them is increased, " and the Egyptians
made the children of Israel to serve with rigour" (verse 13).
" Rigour" in the Hebrew is a very rare word, from a root meaning
" to break in pieces," "crush." This Hebrew word, " Perek," is an
interesting and revealing homonym of two meanings: (1) To break
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in pieces, crush (used elsewhere at Leviticus xxv. and Ezekiel xxxiv.) ;
(2) To separate (not used as such in the Bible, though the lat.ent
meaning is amply employed in history). As the breaking and crushing
seem not to be enough, the rage of man has recourse to separating
these people by pogroms into ghettoes.
Having failed to destroy the Hebrews by grinding oppression,
Pharaoh seeks by krypteia (secret service) to cause all male-born
babes to be killed; but this device also failed, because God-fearing
women would not stoop to infant slaying (verses 16, 17). Satan in
his onslaught upon these children met his defeat at the hands of
women. The names of these great monarchs of Egypt have perished,
but upon the Sacred Page the names of Shiphrah and Puah everlastingly
abide. Egypt's persecution could not prevent Ben Israel's increase, and
Israel's increase did but disturb Egypt's comfort.
In his determination, Pharaoh makes yet another sanguinary decree
upon the chosen race to reduce it and subdue it. He" charged all
his people, saying, Every son that is born shall be cast into the river"
(verse 22). No secret device this time at trying to escape the guilt
of infanticide. Roman law says, " Qui facit per alium, facit per se "
(" He who performs through another does it himself ").
Facilis descensus Averno,
Easy,
Easy step at a time,
Descending,
Descending further,
So by little,
So little by little,
The Neophyte becomes
a graduate in the Academy of Crime, the ante-chamber of hell.

This last ferocious edict produced a strange fruit and a great name.
The name was that which was given to a tiny mite by Pharaoh's
daughter" when she saw the ark among the flags . . . and she called
his name Moses . . . because I drew him out of the water" (Exod.
ii. 5, 10). The babe's escape was miraculous, "the babe wept"
(verse 6). Marvellous are God's ways in sending a deliverer :A king's edict,
A mother's love,
A girl's shrewdness,
A babe's tears,
A princess's pity,
A country's custom.

This concatenation of happenings expose a child which would not
otherwise have been exposed, and at the right moment the child
cries and so evokes womanly compassion. So at a nation's lowest
ebb in a foreign land we see an ark among the bulrushes, within
which is a weeping babe, fit symbol of the tears of the children of
oppression. No hour could well have been darker, no circumstance
more provocative of despair. The judgments begin on the banks of
the Nile-but not till the lapse of another eighty years. It is not
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generally realized that this oppression was well nigh a century old
ere the plagues of God came.
"The mills of God grind slowly,
But they grind exceeding small."

Great events have hung upon a tear! But surely never greater than
those which were brought to pass by this weeping babe, who by
strange irony was nourished in the palace and seated at the table of
the very monarch who had commanded his destruction. Oh, trustworthiness of God's Word. Oh, guidance of God's Spirit, the safety
of His people, the defeat of Satan, the Incarnate Redeemer-all these
lay hidden in the tears that wetted that infant cheek upon that day.
Forty years pass by, "and it came to pass in those days, when
Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on
their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of
his brethren" (Exod. ii. ll). His plan to help his people did not
succeed; and it would have but been under the authority of Egypt
if he had. He fled. He who had been given once to the waters is
now given to the desert sands.
Another forty years pass by. The possible King of Egypt is now
an obscure shepherd. But the Lord had a plan that was better.
The time had now come. The flame of fire in the lowly desert bush
on Horeb's heights was the summons. Moses saw" this great sight."
As he stopped to look he heard a voice. The burning flame of God's
holiness he saw and the spoken word of God's grace he heard. Why?
Because "the angel of the Lord appeared unto him." Moses was
face to face with his Creator at an appointment so profound that he
"hid his face: for he was afraid to look upon God." "And God
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM . . . thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you" (Exod. iii. 14).
The waters gave Egypt a prince and from the desert sands a prophet
came.
The time for deliverance from this slave pen had come. "God
looked upon the children of Israel and had respect unto them"
(ii. 25). Why? Because of partial favour for them or out of sympathy
with them in their bondage? No. Because they were crushed in
spirit and dwarfed by toil? No. But because of the Covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. "I have established Mv Covenant with
them." "I have remembered My Covenant." "i will bring you
out." "I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great
judgments." "I will take you unto Me for a people." "I will bring
you up into the land concerning the which I did swear to give it to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; I will give it to you for an heritage"
(Exod. vi. 4-8).
The Hebrew title of the Book of Exodus is, " These are the names"
{first verse of the Book). This accords with the subject of the Book,
for it is the story of redemption. It is an individual matter; each
name is lovingly recorded on high.
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.. My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains,
In marks of indelible grace."
(Toplady.)

The story here portrayed is the picture of Israel as a helpless slave
in the grip of a powerful enemy who is bent on his utter destruction.
It tells of a people delivered and free as also of a people left behind
and destroyed in t,he waters of judgment. Between these two companies stands the Paschal Lamb. The entrance of God upon the wise
dealing of the Egyptian monarch turned these plans into folly and
Israel found that" the usual way of going to heaven is through much
suffering" (Hart).
Moses, the patriot leader, statesman, and prophet of the Living
God, leaves Horeb's heights and comes down to Egypt. As the leader
of the oppressed people he goes to Pharaoh with the simple request,
" Let My people go, that they may serve Me and hold a feast unto
Me in the wilderness." But Pharaoh indignantly asks, "Who is the
Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I know not
the Lord, neither will I let Israel go " (Exod. v. 1, 2). And therefrom
Moses met with refusal after refusal from the hands of Pharaoh.
" Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now thou shalt see what I will
do unto Pharaoh" (vi. 1). Oh, welcome "now"! "I will harden
Pharaoh's heart and multiply My signs and My wonders in the land
of Egypt" (vii. 3).
Upon the glory of Egypt-the Nile-the first plague came. "And
the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and tretch
out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their stream, upon
their rivers, and upon their ponds and upon all their pools of water,
that they may become blood, and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and vessels of
stone" (Exodus vii. 19).
This thorough shock came upon the Nile in the morning while
Pharaoh was there in person at the brink of the river paying his
libations to his god. For the Nile was regarded by the Egyptians as
a great deity, that could turn, if it saw fit, the greatest blessings into
curses. The Nile god, Hapi, was identified with Phthah and Ammon,
declared to be " alone and self-created," " the father of all the gods,"
"chief of the waters," "creator of all good things," and "lord of
terrors and of choicest joys." In the cycle of the gods "he stood
above them all as the One Unseen and Indestructible Being." It
was said, " He is not graven in marble; he is not beheld; he hath
neither ministrants nor offerings; he is not adored in sanctuaries;
his abode is not known; no shrine of his is found with painted figures;
there is no building that can contain him."
Nothing could be more &hocking than the conversion of this pure,
clean, refreshing, and life-giving god-like river into a mass of revolting
putridity. The Nile is the only source of water supply to Egypt.
There are no streams, rills, springs, or fountains in the country, and it
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hardly ever rains there. The sudden conversion of all this water into
blood was sickening, horrible, tremendous. Scarcely could there have
been a severer punishment or a sorer penalty. This magnificent·
causeway, green-belt of a few miles wide, is suddenly turned as into
a desert of death, parched with thirst. It was a blow to Egyptian
idolatry whereby their chief god was turned into an object of loathsomeness and a source of death to its worshippers. If a monarch
will not bow to reason he must bow to power. How clear here is
the proof of the power of Jehovah and the vanity of idols (vii. 17).
This Plague of Water into Blood shows forth the power of Jehovah
and the ease with which He can smite a nation and bring it to the
verge of ruin. It shows forth the futility of Egyptian idolatry and
the attempt at partial remedy and all the paraphernalia of priestcraft. It shows forth the warning of worse to come. The Nile was
the symbol of life to Egypt, of whose prosperity it was the source.
"Everything shall live whithersoever the river cometh" (Ezek.
xlvii. 9). And it shows forth that the removal of this plague at the
end of seven days betokened God's mercy not to proceed to utter
extremity (Exod. vii. 25).
Two of the greatest blessings of life are water and blood, which
here are put into sharp contrast; but there is suffering when there
is blood where water ought to be. By punitive power the Nile
becomes a vast rolling stream, florid and high-coloured, a stagnating,
clotting, putrescent mess. Even the waters in the drinking vessels
were of the bame crimson hue.
" One of the first miracles Moses wrought was turning water into
blood, but one of the first miracles our Lord Jesus wrought was turning
water into wine: the law was given by Moses, and it was a dispensation of death and terror; but grace and truth, which, like wine,
making glad the heart, came by Jesus Christ" (Matthew Henry).
The purpose of this plague was five-fold: (1) Deprivation; (2)
Horror and dismay; (3) Blow to Egyptian idolatry; things set in
God's stead God makes an abomination; (4) Revelation of Egypt's
guilt; for decade after decade the Nile had constantly borne down
upon its bosom the corpses of new-born babes; (5) That they and
Israel and ourselves might know Who God is (Exod. vi. 7).
Thus this plague was terrible in its judgment because the crime was
so nefarious. The Nile was made its instrument because its waters
had been stained with human blood. This horrible sight God could
not forget nor pass by. The Egyptians had polluted their own holy
river, transgressed their own law and offered insult to the chiefest
of their own deities. Pharaoh's crime was that he despised God,
therefore God caused his own chief idol to be despised.
Great is the God we adore, Who " sendeth ambassadors by the sea,
even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift
messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible
from the beginning hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down,
whose land the rivers have spoiled!" (Isa. xviii. 2).
6
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"ACCEPTABLE AND ACCEPTED."

THE apostle, in writing to his Corip.thian brethren, spoke of himself
as a " steward of the mysteries of God," and went on, as we know,
to say that it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.
He then added, as if to discourage his friends in any too ready
canvassing of his own faithfulness, " but with me it is a very small
matter that I should be judged of you or of man's judgment, yea,
I judge not mine own self, for I know nothing by myself, yet am I
not hereby justified, but He that judgeth me is the Lord." I had
. often wondered what he meant when he said that he knew nothing
by himself but was not thereby justified. But on looking up
Dr. Doddridge's paraphrases of the epistles found I this explanation
(probably others would have known it without consulting Dr.
Doddridge): the apostle knew nothing by himself, i.e., he was not,
from his own point of view, or when criticizing his own line of things,
conscious of any unfaithfulness; in his own judgment he could not
thus be charged; but he was not thereby necessarily vindicated
absolutely.
The fact that we feel and believe that we are sincere and right
does not make us right. So Paul, feeling the fallibility of his own
as well as of his friends' opinions and criticisms, referred all to the
Lord. "He that judges me is the Lord." There was hope, rest,
help, and comfort. In the Name of the Lord was compassion and
forgiveness, strength, and guidance, pity, and truth. He," when He
comes," will bring all to light that has been dark; will "make
manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then will every man have
praise of God." Faithfulness will never be forgotten by Him.
But I have frequently thought that Paul had got, as we might say,
a good way on when he could truthfully say that it was a very small
thing with him to be judged by his friends or by anyone else. He
never wrote or spoke as if we ought to disdain each other's regard.
He told the Romans that those who served Christ in righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, were not only acceptable to God
but were approved of men-the very opposite of those who "please
not God and are contrary to all men." When he told the Colossians
" whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto the Lord and not unto
men," he knew that they would understand that the greater embraced
the less. "Of the Lord shall ye receive the reward of the inheritance."
There is always the feeling that the Lord knows and remembers what
is done, whether right or wrong. Whatever man may think, "he
that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong that he hath done, and
there is no respect of persons with Him."
Paul laboured to be accepted of God, and went on so doing although
slanderously reported, defamed, reviled, or despised. How strong he
was in his sense of that acceptance when he stood on the deck of the
ship as the commander not only of her but of all the souls which she
carried. How strong Elijah was standing in equal and majestic
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solitariness on Mount Carmel, and the Almighty witnessed to that
acceptance with fire from heaven. The same manifestation by fire
had comforted Gideon and Manoah-God had revealed Himself to
them as their God. How happy David had been to hear the witness
of the Lord that he did well that it was in his heart to build Him
a temple. Perhaps it was David's work that was acceptable that
time. I think he must have had a deeper, holier joy on Mount
Moriah, when God answered him by fire at the threshing floor of
Araunah the Jebusite, and he knew that he was forgiven. There
was a poor woman also in the Gospel who knew that she was forgiven,
and while she might well have shrunk from the Pharisaic injustice
of Simon, she heard her justification spoken by His lips from which
there is no appeal. Who is he that condemneth if it is Christ that
died? Simon disdained her, but her happy ears heard a judgment
which was according to truth. She had washed His feet with tears,
wiped them with the hairs of her head, kissed and anointed them-all
in longing to give her love vent. "She loved much." She was
" accepted in the Beloved." And He said to the woman, " thy faith
hath saved thee, go in peace."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE CHARACTER OF GOD'S GRACE.*

By

PRINCIPAL

J.

WILLOUGHBY,

M.A.

FREE GRACE.

It is free grace. It is reasonable, since the fountain is free, to conclude
that the stream is free. The gracious operation in the hearts of the
Lord's people is free.
All who thirst for the living water receive it as a free gift. This
living water is the Spirit of God. At one of the Jewish feasts, the
Lord Jesus cried and said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto
Me and drink." He then went on to speak of the water that He
would give to the thirsty ones. He called it "living water" and,
according to the Divinely inspired record, this is His own Spirit
which they that believe on Him should receive, and in the Book of
Revelation the great Jehovah Jesus says, " I will give unto him that
is athirst of -the fountain of the water of life freely." There is no
" if " attached to this promise. It is an unconditional promise made
by God's great Son to those who are thirsting for the water of life.
Fellow-traveller to eternity, are you thirsting for the water of life?
If so, you have a warrant in God's Word to believe that the Lord
Jesus is your Saviour. You have a warrant in God's Word to believe
that He will give you the water of life freely. The Lord Jesus says,
" He that believeth on Me shall never thirst." It is by faith we drink
• From The Grace of God, published by the Sovereign Grace Union, 31,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4. Price 2d.
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the water of life. Trusting in God's dear Son is drinking the water
of life. Believing that He is my Saviour is drinking the water of life.
Every person who is willing to drink the water of life has a warrant
in God's Word for believing that the Lord Jesus is his Saviour. He
has a warrant for trusting in God's dear Son, for the Lord Jesus says,
" Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." That means,
" Whosoever is willing, let him take the water of life freely. Whosoever
is willing, let him believe that I am his Saviour. Whosoever is willing,
let him trust in Me."
This is good news. It does not derogate in any degree from the
good news to say that whoever is willing has been made so by grace.
It does not detract in the least degree from the good news to say
that the willingness is an evidence that he is one of the Lord's elect;
in fact, it adds to the good news to say that his willingness is an
evidence that he is one of the Lord's elect. The Lord Jesus did not say,
" Whoever will not"; but, "Whosoever will, or is willing, let him
take of the water of life freely."
A profound desire to have grace in the soul is an evidence that
grace is already there. Thirsting for the living water is an evidence
that the living water is already in the soul.
Three parts out of four of the human blood are said to consist of
water, so that in a living human body there is water in the heart,
in the arteries, and in the veins; in fact, throughout the system.
When the human body is drinking water, drinking the water is
an evidence that there is already water in the body. In fact, when
a human body is thirsting for water, this very thirst is an evidence
that there is water already in the body. If there were not water in
the body, the body could not drink; it could not thirst, for it would
be dead.
When we are thirsting for the living water, when we are longing
to have the Spirit of God in our souls, this very thirst is an evidence
that the living water is already there. When we drink the living
water by faith, our drinking is an evidence that the living water is
already there; for if the living water of the Holy Spirit were not in
our souls, we could not thirst or drink; our souls would be dead
towards God. Divine grace, the gracious operation in the soul, is
free grace.
INVINCIBLE GRACE.

This grace is invincible grace. "Invincible" means " that cannot
be defeated." The gracious operation of the Spirit of God in the
soul cannot be defeated. The operation is that of an omnipotent
Person carrying out an immutable decree. "Omnipotent" means
"almighty," "immutable" means "unchangeable," and when an
omnipotent Person is carrying out an immutable decree, His operation
is invincible. Accordingly, the Lord Jesus said, " All that the Father
giveth Me shall come." All shall come, in every land, in every age,
and in spite of all opposing powers of air and earth and hell. Here
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we have some of the most glorious tidings in the Gospel of God's
grace.
This invincible grace draws the Lord's people to His dear Son.
Fellow-believer, perhaps you remember the time in your experience
when you found yourself alive and awake to your soul's eternal
interests. You then saw your sin in a way in which you had never
seen it before. You then saw that you could not save yourself.
You saw that you could not even help to save yourself. You saw
that God's dear Son could save you. You saw that He alone was
able to save, and you longed to be saved by God's Son from the
punishment and power of sin. You looked to Him for this great
salvation. You could not help looking to Him. At first your faith
may have been very strong, or it may have been very weak. At
first you may have been enabled to believe firmly that God's Son,
by His precious blood, had eternally saved your soul, or it may have
been that, almost on the verge of despair, you cried to the Lord
Jesus to save you from the punishment and power of sin, and you had
very little more than a bare hope that your prayer would be heard,
but in either instance you looked to Christ. You were perfectly safe.
You could not help looking. You could not help longing to be
saved from the punishment and power of sin. You could no more
give up your concern regarding your soul than you could fly. You
felt yourself in a powerful current, a current against which you could
not fight, a current from which you could not get out. This was the
invincible current of God's matchless grace. His grace is invincible
grace.
TRANSFORMING GRACE.

God's grace is transforming grace. To transform a man means to
change his character. God's grace changes the characters of men
and women, and young people, in many parts of the world. God's
grace turns godless people into godly people, it turns sinners into
saints. God gives His Holy Spirit to His people. He says, "I will
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes."
Down the ages God's grace has been turning sinners into saints,
it has been turning impenitent people into penitent people, it has
been turning liars into truthful people, it has been turning rogues
into honest people, it has been turning swearing people into praying
people, it has been turning unclean-living people into clean-living
people, it has been turning people who would suggest to you the idea
of incarnate devils-it has been turning people like that into bright
and beautiful saints of God.
We know that air exists. We know that the wind exists, because
we see its effects on other persons and things and we experience its
effect ourselves. Similarly we know that transforming grace exists,
because we see its effect on others, and we experience its effects
ourselves. We have evidence for the existence of transforming grace,
evidence that is as clear and strong as is the evidence we have of the
existence of the wind.

r

82

The Gospel Magazine

King Manasseh was an extremely wicked and idolatrous king, and
he was like that for a long time. Later on, King Manasseh was a
faithful servant of the great Jehovah. He had experienced the effect
of God's transforming grace.
Saul of Tarsus at one time hated Christ, detested His Gospel, and
bitterly persecuted His followers. He did his best to blot Christianity
off the face of the earth. A little later on, Saul of Tarsus was a loving
and faithful follower of the great Messiah. He had been changed by
transforming grace.
In the year 1510 a monk was seen crawling up a staircase in Rome.
The staircase is known as Pilate's staircase. He was doing his utmost
to obtain relief from the burden of his sin, but quite suddenly into
his soul came the words, "The just shall live by faith," and then
Martin Luther was able to relinquish all trust in everything he had
done, and in everything he could do, and to rest on the merits of
Christ alone for acceptance with God and for eternal life. The whole
current of his life became changed, and under God he shook the
Church of Rome from end to end. Martin Luther had been changed.
Sixteen years later, a crowd of Roman Catholic priests, soldiers,
and civilians, were gathered at a spot in the city of Paris where some
of the saints of God were being martryed. In that crowd was a
young Roman Catholic scholar, who was deeply impressed by the
demeanour of the Protestant martyrs. This thought came into his
mind, "These men have a peace that I do not possess, and they
have this peace through the reading of the Bible," and the young
scholar commenced to read the Bible, and he read on and on, but
the burden kept on increasing, until at last he came to the words
(and he knew these words had reference to the great Messiah, the
sinner's Substitute), "But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed."
There and then, through grace, John Calvin was able to say,
believing what He said, "His cross has borne my curse, His death
atones for me. With His stripes I am healed." The whole current
of Calvin's life was changed, and he became one of the greatest
Christian teachers that the world has ever seen since the days when
the apostles passed away from the earth. John Calvin experienced
the changing power of transforming grace.
CONTINUOUS GRACE.

Finally, God's grace is continuous grace. "Of His fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace." "His fulness" is the fulness of the
Lord Jesus. The text may be translated, "Of His fulness have all
we received, and grace instead of grace."
Suppose on a mountain top there is a great reservoir. At the
bottom of the mountain there is a town, and there is a pipe connecting
the reservoir with the town, and the town is supplied with water
from the reservoir, and let us suppose that the stream is continually
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flowing. The water that flows to that town during one hour comes
instead of the water that flowed to it in the preceding hour; the
water that comes during one day comes instead of the water that came
during the preceding day; the water that comes during one week
comes instead of the water that came during the preceding week.
So that of the fulness of that reservoir the town is continuously
receiving, and water instead of water.
The Lord Jesus is like this great reservoir, and grace is like the
continuously flowing stream. New supplies every hour we need; new
supplies every hour we receive. The grace that comes one hour
comes instead of the grace that came during the preceding hour;
the grace that comes one day comes instead of the grace that came
during the preceding day, and so on. Consequently," Of His fulness
have all we received, and grace for grace "-grace instead of grace.
The stream of grace will continue flowing until the time of the
sound of the last trump. "He which hath begun a good work in
you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
The Holy Spirit applies salvation to the people of God. He commences the work of application in the regeneration of the soul; He
will complete the work of application in the glorification of the body.
We shall then have received salvation in its fullest and in its
widest sense. We shall have glorified bodies like our Redeemer's
glorified body. We shall have glorified souls like our Redeemer's glorified soul. We shall have pure white characters like His pure white
character. " We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is,"
and " then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father," and that brightness will never become dull; it will
never fade away, for" they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever."
Some years ago a message came to my country-Ireland. The
message stated that His Majesty King Edward VII was about to
visit the city of Dublin, and great preparations were made for his
arrival. A few nights before he arrived, if you had gone through
the city, you would have seen on the fronts of many large buildings
the outline of a crown, and beneath the crown the letters" E.R.,"
the initials of the Latin words for King Edward. But there would
have been nothing attractive about the crown and the letters. In
fact, they were rather dull-looking.
Had you gone down one night a little later, the letters and the
crown would not have been dull-looking, but exceedingly attractive.
They were illuminated then. What had brought about the change?
The King had come, and the crown and the letters looked beautiful.
Now in this I see a faint picture of what many of us have experienced. There was a time in our lives when the word " grace" had
no attraction. It was a dull-looking word; in fact, it was repulsive.
It is not dull-looking or repulsive now, but exceedingly attractive.
Next to the Divine names and titles, it is one of the most precious
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words m the English language now to our souls. It shines with
heavenly glory and splendour. The King has come in the Person
of His Holy Spirit. The King has come into Mansoul, and the word
" grace" in our eyes is illuminated with heavenly glory now.

ANECDOTE OF CALVIN.
"EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE," 1808, P. 328.
(From a Correspondent.)
AT a time when the foulest abuse is poured on the memory of the
excellent Calvin, it may be proper to insert the following anecdote,
which does much honour to his moral and religious character, and is
a curious historical fact, which deserves to be more generally known.
It was related at Geneva, by Deadati, one of Calvin's successors, to
the first Lord Orrery, who flourished in the reign of Charles 1. The
extract is taken from The State Letters and Memoirs of the Right
Honourable Roger Boyle (p. 44).
Eck, or Eckius (a very learned divine, professor in the University
of Ingolstadt, memorable for his opposition to Luther, Melancthon,
and other reformers in Germany; he died 1543, aged 57-see Encyclopmdia Britannica, or the New Popular Encyclopmdia) being sent
by the Pope Legate into France, upon his return, resolved to take
Geneva in his way, on purpose to see Calvin, and if occasion were,
to attempt seducing him to the Roman Church.
Therefore when Eck was come within a league of Geneva, he left
his retinue here, he went accompanied with but one man to the city,
in the forenoon.
Setting up his horses at an inn, he inquired where Calvin lived;
whose house being shown him, he knocked at the door, and Calvin
himself came to open it to him. Eck acquainting him that he was
a stranger and having heard much of his fame, was come to wait
upon him.
Calvin invited him to come in, and he entered the house with him;
where discoursing of many things concerning religion, Eck perceived
Calvin to be a man of learning, and ingenuous, and desired to know
if he had not a garden to walk in; to which Calvin replied he had,
and they both went into it. And then Eck began to inquire why
he had left the Church of Rome, and offered him some arguments to
persuade him to return; but Calvin could by no means be persuaded
to it. At last Eck told him he would put his life in his hands, and
then told him he was Eck, the Pope's Legate. At this discovery
Calvin was no little surprised and begged his pardon that he had not
treated him with the respect which was due to his quality. Eck
returned the compliment and told him if he would come back to the
Roman Church he would certainly procure for him a Cardinal's Cap.
But Calvin was not to be moved by such an offer. Eck then asked
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him what revenue he had; he told the Cardinal he had that house
and garden and 50 livres per annum, besides an annual present of
some wine and corn; on which he lived very contentedly. Eck told
him that a man of his parts deserved a greater revenue, and then
renewed his invitation to come over to the Romish Church, promising
him a better stipend if he would. But Calvin, giving him thanks,
assured him that he was well satisfied with his condition.
About this time dinner was ready, when he entertained his guest
as well as he could, excused the defects of it and paid him great
respect. Eck after dinner desired to know if he might not be admitted
to see the Church, which anciently was the Cathedral of the city.
Calvin very readily answered that he might, accordingly he sent
to the officers to be ready with the keys and desired some of the
syndicts to be there present, not acquainting them who the stranger
was. As soon, therefore, as it was convenient, they both went towards
the Church; and as Eck was coming out of Calvin's house he drew
out a purse, with about 100 pistoles, and presented it to Calvin, but
Calvin desired to be excused. Eck told him he gave it to him to
buy books, as well as to express his respect for him. Calvin with
much regret took the purse and then proceeded-to the Church, where
the syndicts and officers waited upon them, at the sight of whom
Eck thought he had been betrayed and whispered his thoughts in
Calvin's ears, but Calvin assured him to the contrary. Thereupon
they went into the Church, and Eck having seen all, told Calvin that
he did not expect to find things in so decent an order, having been
told to the contrary.
After having taken full view of everything, Eck was returning
out of the Church, but Calvin stopped him a little, and calling the
syndicts and officers together, took out the purse of gold which Eck
had given him, telling them that he had received that gold from this
worthy stranger, and that now he gave it to the poor and so put it
into the poor box which was kept there. The syndicts thanked the
stranger and Eck admired the charity and modesty of Calvin.
When they were come out of the Church Calvin again invited Eck
to his house, but he replied that he must depart, so thanking him for
all his civilities, offered to take his leave. But Calvin waited upon
him to the inn, and walked with him a mile out of the territories of
Geneva, where, with great compliments, they took farewell of each
other.
" IT is impossible that images of God, Christ, or His saints, can be
suffered, specially in temples and churches, any while or space without
worshipping of them; and that idolatry, which is most abominable
before God, cannot possibly be escaped and avoided without the
abolishing and destruction of images and pictures in temples and
churches. ; . . Images in churches and idolatry go always both
together." -Homily Against the Peril of Idolatry.
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RAHAB THE HARLOT.
TWICE in the New Testament Scriptures honourable mention is made
by the Holy Spirit <:>f " Rabab the Harlot." In the eleventh chapter
of the Epistle to the Hebrews she is spoken of as a possessor of faith.
Her faith was manifested in the fact of her receiving the spies with
peace, showing that she believed the report of the coming of Israel
into Canaan, and that by so doing she had cast off her allegiance to
the king of Jericho, thus placing herself under the protection of Jehovah.
In the Epistle of James we are told that her faith was proved to be
genuine by her works in dealing with the messengers.
The purpose of this paper is to call attention to some interesting
references in the Old Testament concerning Rahab, although she is
not mentioned, only recently noticed by the writer.
The account given by Joshua of the conquest of Jericho goes no
further in her history than recording the visit of the spies, the taking
of the city, the safety of Rahab and her relatives, and finally that
" she dwelleth in Israel unto this day." Incidentally this expression
occurs thirteen times in Joshua; also" until this very day" (x. 27),
and" until this day" (xiii. 13).
If we now pass to the book of Ruth, we find that Rahab, after the
destruction of Jericho, was married to Salmon, who belonged to the
tribe of Judah. She thus became the mother of Boaz, who married
Ruth, and the great-great-grandmother of David.
Referring next to Numbers vii. 12, we find that the father of Salmon,
Nahshon, was the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah, and a
prince of that tribe.
But tracing the ancestry still further back to Exodus vi. 23, we
find that Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, the sister
of Naashon. So that by being married to Salmon, Rahab became
related to Moses and Aaron, who had only recently died.
We are now prepared to enter the New Testament. Herein, on its
opening page, 'we have the genealogy of our Lord Jesus Christ traced
from Abraham to Mary His mother, with Rahab in the direct line.
" Aminadab begat Naasson, and Naasson begat Salmon, and Salmon
begat Booz (Boaz) of Rachab (Rahab); and Booz begat Obed of
Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David the king"
(Matt. i. 1-6).
In this history, therefore, we see the wonderful sovereignty of God
shining in His providence, as typical of His sovereignty in the dealings
of His grace. In a very real sense Rahab "dwelleth in Israel unto
this day." And happy indeed are they who can trace the streams of
grace back to the eternal Fountain in the heart of J ehovah.

Epsom.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

" IN the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and His children shall
have a place of refuge" (Prov. xiv. 26).
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QUICK AND POWERFUL.

IN the course of a sermon I heard a missionary who has spent fifty
years in China tell the following story. There was once, not very
long ago, a Chinese gentleman of good position, who owned an estate
in the country, which he farmed himself. Mr. Li (as I will call him)
was an educated man; and in China, where the great masses of the
people cannot even read, that is a much greater distinction than it
is in England. One day, Mr. Li. was walking along the road, when
his attention was caught by something in the gutter. There may
have been plenty of rubbish lying about, for the streets are not kept
as tidy as in England, where even a few bus tickets in the gutter are
enough to offend the eye. But it was something unusual that Mr. Li
noticed amid the refuse; it was a book, and his scholarly training
had taught him respect for everything in print. He picked it up ;
the volume was torn and dirty; its covers and some of the pages
were missing, so that it had neither beginning nor end. "Not worth
keeping," you might say; and so Mr. Li evidently thought, for he
decided to dispose of it at once. But instead of dropping it into
the gutter again, such was his reverence for anything in the nature
of a book that he determined to take it to a shrine that he knew of,
where scholars put books into an oven, as offerings to the god of
literature! It seems strange to us, does it not? but that was how
Mr. Li felt about it, and he set off at once.
As the scholar walked in the direction of the shrine, curiosity led
him to glan<~e over the pages of the book, soiled though it was. What
he found there caught his attention; he stopped, became more and
more interested, and finally turned homewards again, resolved to read
the whole book through-or as much of it as was left.
The torn and dirty volume lying on the roadside was (as you may
have guessed) an incomplete copy of the New Testament. Why was
it lying there in Mr. Li's path, as though it were just waiting till he
came? Whoever threw it away evidently thought it worthless; and
nobody else picked it up. Though I have never been in China, and
have never met Mr. Li, yet I can tell you why the book was there.
It was because Mr. Li's name was written before the world began in
the Lamb's Book of Life, and in the Providence of God it had been
ordained that that soiled and damaged part of God's Word should
be the means of bringing him out of darkness into light. The people
of God are known to Him from all eternity; but in every case there
comes a time when His chosen ones are born again of the Spirit, and
are adopted into the family of God. So it was with Mr. Li. He went
home and read his book; he pondered over its pages, and as he
read and thought, the Holy Spirit opened his understanding. He saw
that he was a sinner, and that what he needed was to be saved from
his sin. He read of the spotless Lamb of God, Who came to die in

The Gospel Magazine

89

the place of guilty sinners. He believed on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and he was saved.
It was quite impossible for Mr. Li to keep this great change to
himself. He and all his family were Buddhists; but Buddha had
never shown him any hope of salvation from sin. What Buddha
taught him was that he must pile up merit for himself by constantly
doing good deeds. But now when Mr. Li found from the Gospel that
eternal life was a gift of God, not earned by our good deeds, but
freely given on account of the righteousness of Christ, then he called
his household together, and began to expound to them the way of
salvation. There were about thirty people in the household, including
Mr. Li's old mother and other relations, as well as the servants; and
they were all greatly impressed with the new teaching.
Not content with his own household, after a time Mr. Li began to
instruct his neighbours in the village. As soon as he did this, one
man said, "Why! what you are tellin/l; us is just what the foreign
missionaries teach in the city." Mr. Li, who had had no idea of
this, thought at once that he would make acquaintance with the
missionaries,. and learn more of the Way. But here there was an
unexpected difficulty. His old mother, a faithful Buddhist, had taken
a great interest in her son's teaching from the New Testament; but
now when she found that it was the doctrine taught by the foreign
missionaries, she thought there must be something wrong about it.
So she begged Mr. Li to keep away from the missionaries during her
lifetime; and he, holding his mother in great veneration, as do all
good Chinese, gave the promise she required. It was not for long;
the aged lady died, and Mr. Li was free to go to the neighbouring
city. There he found some foreign missionaries, to whom he told his
story. They expounded the Way more fully to him; and after
instruction he was baptized, and became a full member of the Church
that worshipped in that place.
Thus once more the Word went forth from the mouth of God; it
did not return unto Him void, but it accomplished that which He
pleased, and prospered in the thing whereto He sent it.
DAMARIS.

" THERE are three books which a minister ought to read daily, the
book of nature, the book of the human heart, and the Bible."Felix Neff.
" FOR if the article of justification be once lost, then is all true Christian
doctrine lost. And as many as are in the world that hold not this
doctrine, are either Jews, Turks, Papists, or heretics. For between
the' righteousness of the law,' and ( Christian righteousness' there is
no mean. He then that strayeth from this ( Christian righteousness'
must needs fall into the' righteousness of the law'; that is to say,
• When he hath lost Christ, he must fall into the confidence of his
own works.' "-Luther.
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SALVATION THROUGH FAITH ALONE.
(FROM LUTHER'S "GALATIANS "-chap. v. 2.)
" THIS place is as it were a touchstone, whereby we may most certainly
and freely judge of all doctrines, works, religions, and ceremonies of
all men. Whosoever teach that there is anything necessary to salvation (whether they be Papists, Turks, Jews, or Sectaries) besides faith
in Christ, or shall devise any work or religion, or observe any rule,
tradition or ceremony whatsoever, with this opinion, that by such
things they shall obtain forgiveness of sins, righteousness, and everlasting life; they hear in this place the sentence of the Holy Ghost
pronounced against them by the apostle, that Christ profiteth them
nothing. Seeing Paul durst give this sentence against the law and
circumcision, which were ordained of God Himself, what durst he not
do against the chaff and the dross of men's traditions ~
" Wherefore, this place is a terrible thunderbolt against all the kingdom of the Pope. For all the priests, monks, and hermits, that live
in their cloisters (I speak of the best of them) reposed all their trust
and confidence in their own works, righteousness, vows, and merits,
and not in Christ, Whom they most wickedly and blasphemously
imagined to be an angry Judge, an accuser and condemner; and
therefore here they hear their judgment, that Christ profiteth them
nothing. For if they can put away sins, and deserve forgiveness of
sins and everlasting life, through their own righteousness and straitness
of life, then to what purpose was Christ born ~ What profit have
they by His death and bloodshedding, by His resurrection, victory
over sin, death, and the devil, seeing they are able to overcome these
monsters by their own strength ~
" And what tongue can express, or what heart can conceive, how
horrible a thing it is to make Christ unprofitable ~ Therefore the
apostle casteth out these words with great displeasure and indignation,
, If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing'; that is to
say, no profit shall redound unto you of all His benefits, but He hath
bestowed them all upon you in vain.
" Hereby it appeareth sufficiently, that nothing under the sun is
more hurtful than the doctrine of men's traditions and works; for
they utterly abolish and overthrow at once the truth of the Gospel,
faith, the true worshipping of God, and Christ Himself, in Whom the
Father hath ordained all things. In Christ are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge; 'in Him dwelleth the fulness of the
Godhead bodily' (Col. ii.). Wherefore, all they that are either authors
or maintainers of the doctrine of works, are oppressors of the Gospel;
they make the death and victory of Christ unprofitable, blemish and
deface His sacraments, and utterly take away the true use thereof;
and, briefly, they are blasphemers, enemies and deniers of God, and of
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all His promises and benefits. Whoso is not moved with these words
of Paul (which calleth the law a yoke of bondage, and saith, that they
which affirm the keeping of circumcision to be necessary to salvation,
make Christ unprofitable), and cannot be driven from the law and
circumcision, nor yet from the confidence which he hath in his own
righteousness and works, nor be stirred up to seek that liberty which
is in Christ, his heart is harder than stone and iron.
" This is, therefore, a most certain and clear sentence, that Christ
is unprofitable, that is to say, He is born, crucified and risen again in
vain to him that is circumcised, that is, which putteth his truRt in
circumcision. For (as I have said before) Paul speaketh not here of
the work or circumcision (which hurteth not him that hath no affiance
or opinion of righteousness in it), but of the use of the work, that is to
say, of the confidence and righteousness which is annexed to the work;
for we must understand Paul according to the matter whereof he
entreateth, or according to the argument which he hath in hand, which
is that men be not justified by the law, by works, by circumcision,
or such-like. He saith not that works of themselves are nothing,
but the confidence and righteousness of works are nothing; for that
maketh Christ unprofitable. Therefore, whoso receiveth circumcision,
with this opinion, that it is necessary to justification, to him Christ
availeth nothing.
" Let us bear this well in mind in our private temptations, when
the devil accuseth and terrifieth our conscience, to drive it to desperation. For he is the father of lying, and the enemy of Christian liberty;
therefore he tormenteth us every moment with false fears, that when
our conscience hath lost this Christian liberty, it should feel the remorse
of sin and condemnation, and always remain in anguish and terror.
When that great dragon (I say), that old serpent the devil (who deceiveth
the whole world, and accuseth our brethren in the presence of God
day and night, Rev. xii.) cometh and layeth unto thy charge, that
thou hast not only done no good, but hast also transgressed the law of
God, say unto him, Thou troublest me with the remembrance of my
sins past; thou puttest me also in mind that I have done no good.
But this is nothing to me; for if either I trusted in mine good deeds,
Qr distrusted because I have done none, Christ should both ways
profit me nothing at all. Therefore, whether thou lay my sins before
me, or my good works, I pass not; but removing both far out of my
.sight, I only rest in that liberty wherein Christ hath made me free.
I know Him to be profitable unto me, therefore I will not make Him
unprofitable; which I should do, if either I should presume to purchase
myself favour and everlasting life by my good deeds, or should despair
·of my salvation because of my sins."
~, IT is certain that by the space of three hundred years and more after
the death of our Saviour Christ . . . there were no images publicly
in Churches or temples."-Homily against Idolatry, Second Part, p. 206.
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A GRAIN OF WHEAT. By Miss M. Biddulph. Pp. 48. Price Is.,
post free. (The Secretary, Christian Alliance for Women and
Girls, 16, Dartmouth Street, London, S.W.I.)
This is an attractively got-up booklet, written as a memorial sketch
of the late Miss Georgiana Biddulph, who for many years was a
prominent and devoted worker at Headquarters of the Christian
Alliance for Women and Girls. The memorial is written by one of her
sisters, who herself" has devoted many years of her life to missionary
work in India." The memorial is a touching and loving account
of the life and testimony of Miss Georgiana Biddulph.
The subject of the memoir became known amongst members of the
C.A.W.G. as " Our Miss Biddulph." She was a daughter of General
Sir Robert Biddulph, and was born on June 26, 1880, and called
Home on June 8, 1939. Her father was High Commissioner of
Cyprus, and both he and Lady Biddulph were godly people. It is
beautiful to notice that at least three of the members of these godly
parents were numbered amongst the Lord's family-the subject of
the memoir, her sister who wrote it, and Lady King Harman, another
sister. Miss G. Biddulph, took a prominent part in the discussions
which led to the secession of a large number from the Y.W.C.A., on
account of its apparent departure from" the old paths." The seceders
formed the C.A.W.G., and have done and are doing an important
and encouraging work amongst young women on Evangelical, conservative, and unworldly lines.
Miss G. Biddulph was evidently a beautiful character and wholeheartedly devoted to the service of her Lord and Master. Members
of the C.A.W.G. and others will be glad to read this beautiful memoir.
Any profits arising from the sale will be used to help forward the
work of the C.A.W.G. A portrait and original poems form a part
of the booklet.
THE TIME OF HARVEST. Pp. 16. Price 2d. (C.A.W.G., 16, Dartmouth Street, London, S.W.I.)
This consists of a beautiful address by the late Miss G. Biddulph
given to a C.A.W.G. gathering in October, 1935.

"HE finds us unwilling. He makes us willing. So that all along
free grace is to have the glory: as in predestinating, so in calling."Philip Henry.
" WELL, we do not go into this new experience alone, but with a welltried Guide, Who knows the way that we take, and is never taken by
surprise. Lift up your hearts! We lift them up unto the Lord."Bishop F. Houghton, Aug. 31st. (The reference is to the war.-EDIToR.)

