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COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioll, that we may be ahle to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ol1nlelves are comforted of God."-2 CORlNTJllANB i. 4,

HOPING AND WAITING FOR DIVINE SALVATION.
" It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the
salvation of the LORD."-LAMENTATIONS iii. 26.

THESE inspired words of Jeremiah the prophet were true when he
wrote them. They are true to-day, the day on which we, depending
on the LORD'S guidance and help, are seeking to unfold their
teaching for the benefit of our readers. They will still be true
when readers in different parts of the world read them (D.V.) in
the February issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"The Word of our GOD," whether spoken by the prophets in
Old Testament times, or by apostles in New Testament times,
" shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 8). "Hath He said, and shall
He not do it ~ or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ~ "
(Num. xxxiii. 19). With the Psalmist we can say, "Thy word is
settled in heaven" (Ps. CXIX. 89). Our Covenant GOD is unchangeable. So is His Word spoken by holy men of GOD who
spake as they were moved by the HOLY GHOST.
Articles written for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are often written
months before they are published, but the Word of GOD in them
is always timely and suitable to the needs of His people.
The inspired words at the head of this "Family Portion"
contain the word" salvation." That word is often used of the
PERSON Who saves. David says, "The LORD is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear ~ The LORD is the strength of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid ~ " (Ps. xxvii. 1). When confronted
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with German bombs or other dangers, think on these words, and
take comfort from them.
The prophet Isaiah predicts that, at a future date when Israel
is saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation, they will say,
"Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid:
for the LORD J EHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also is
become my salvation" (Isa. xii. 2).
The aged Simeon used the word" salvation" of CHRIST. Taking
the infant SAVIOUR in his arms he said, "LORD, now lettest Thou
thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation" (Luke ii. 29, 30). CHRIST is indeed
GOD'S salvation. "Neither is there salvation in any other." In
vain do we look to ourselves or to any other human source for
salvation. He alone is the Divinely-appointed SAVIOUR. He must
save and He alone. He needs no help in this work, nor can any
help be given Him. All who are saved must be saved by Himself
alone. A co-operative salvation has no place in Scripture. Salvation is wholly of the LORD.
The inspired words of Jeremiah speak of "the salvation of the
LORD," that is the salvation of which He is the Author, the salvation
which proceeds from Him. In reality salvation in every form
proceeds from Him.
1. Spiritual and eternal salvation proceeds from Him.
We all need salvation from the wrath to come. In other words,
we need salvation from. the merited penalty of our sins. Such
salvation can only proceed from the LORD. We, being dead in
trespasses and sins, have neither power nor inclination to save
ourselves. In our spiritually dead condition we are not concerned
about our salvation. Witness the manifest indifference, deadness,
and giddiness of the world at large. "There is none that seeketh
after GOD." Note the word" seeketh." They do not seek GOD.
They do not want Him. They have no consciousness of their
sins, and of their awful danger. When, however, GOD by His
SPIRIT quickens the dead sinner and reveals to him the plague of
his own heart, and the reality of hell, then he is concerned. He
wants to know what he must do to be saved. Then it is revealed
to him that "the FATHER sent the SON to be the SAVIOUR of the
world." He sent Him to be the propitiation for His people s sins.
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He sent Him to redeem His people by His blood "out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, a~d nation" (Rev. v. 9).
Not only the FATHER'S saving love, but the SON'S saving love is
revealed to the awakened sinner. He becomes aware that JESUS
CHRIST did Himself, voluntarily and willingly, out of love to His
people, come into the world to saye sinners. He was called JESUS
because He was to save His people from their sins, and when the
sinner is led to trust in Him He is able to say, " He loved me, and
gave Himself for me."
What a Gospel this is! No wonder the apostle says it is "the
power of GOD unto salvatio~ to everyone that believeth." How
encouraging, too, are the words, "Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the LORD shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13). But what about
the future 1 Salvation in its fullest sense is necessarily yet future.
Is it sure and certain to all believers 1 Yes, indeed. "Unto
them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without
sin unto salvation." His people are" not of them who draw back
unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul "
(Heb. ix. 28; x. 39). They can say with full assurance, "GOD
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). This
salvation is of the LORD. Let us indeed give all the glory of it
to Him.
" Salvation is of GOD alone;
This truth let all His people own,
And to His name the praise be given
By saints on earth, and saints in heaven."
(Thomas Kelly)
2. Secondly, let us notice that salvation from temporal danger and
difficulties proceed from Him.
We read of salvation from water. The rain from heaven which
waters the earth is a very valuable and a Divine-given blessing,
but GOD can use it as a curse. In Noah's time GOD brought in
a terrible flood of water upon the world of the ungodly. "All
flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle,
and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth. upon the
earth, and every man; all in whose nostrils was the breat~ of life,
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of all that was in the dry land, died. . . . Noah only remained
alive, and all that were with him in the ark" (Gen. vii. 21-23).
Noah's salvation, however, proceeded from the LORD. It was
the LORD who arranged and planned and carried out his salvation,
and the salvation of those who were with him in the ark. Hence
we read, "By faith Noah, being warned of GOD of things not seen
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. xi. 7).
Many years ago two of our sons were bathing at Boscombe.
They got out of their depth and were brought out unconscious and
spared. Human instruments were used, but their deliverance
from a watery grave was" the salvation of the LORD."
We read of salvation from fire. Brimstone and fire from the
LORD overthrew the cities of the plain, and all the inhabitants of
the cities. One of those cities was Sodom, where Lot lived. Why
was not Lot overthrown by fire on that occasion 1 Listen! "It
came to pass, when GOD destroyed the cities of the plain, that
GoD remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt"
(Gen. xix. 29). Lot's deliverance was" the salvation of the LORD."
Look at those three brave and GoD-fearing young men in the
book of Daniel. Hear the words of the mighty, autocratic king
Nebuchadnezzar. "If ye fall down and worship the image which
I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the
same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is
that GOD that shall deliver you out of my hands 1" Hear the
answer given to these awful words. "Our GOD Whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will
deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unto
thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up." What followed 1 The
king was filled with fury. The furnace was heated seven times
more than it was wont to be heated. The three servants of GOD
were cast into the burning fiery furnace, and they were cast in
bound. Astonishment, however, filled the mind of the king and
was depicted on his countenance. "Did not we cast three men
bound into the nlidst of the fire 1" "True, 0 king." But" I
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see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have
no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the SON OF GoD."
Then the king said, "Ye servants of the most high GoD, come
forth, and come hither." Then the chief men of the kingdom
" saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed,
nor the smell of fire had passed on them."
Whence came their salvation from fire-the fire of a burning
fiery furnace? The king himself had to acknowledge that GOD
had" sent His angel, and delivered His servants that trusted in
Him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies,
that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own
GOD." Truly their deliverance was" the salvation of the LORD."
We read of salvation from wild beasts. Daniel was cast into the
den of lions, but GOD sent His angels and shut the lions' mouths.
" No manner of hurt was found upon him because he believed in
his GOD."
The LORD delivered David from the paw of the lion and the
paw of the bear. In each case it was" the salvation of the LORD."
We read of salvation from famine. Elijah was in danger of
perishing from lack of food, but the LORD first commanded the
ravens to feed him; and then He commanded a poor widow to
sustain him. His deliverance was" the salvation of the LORD."
We read of salvation from prison and from death. Peter was in
prison and Herod intended his death, but Peter was able to say,
"Now I know of a surety, that the LORD hath sent His angel, and
hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the
expectation of the people of the Jews" (Acts xii. 11).
. Thus "the LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations" or trials. He can deliver His people from business
difficulties and from all kinds of domestic difficulties. There is
nothing too hard for Him. The righteous man has many trials,
" but the LORD delivereth him out of them all" (Ps. xxxiv. 19).
" Fear Him ye saints! and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delightYour wants shall be His care."
3. Thirdly, national salvation proceeds from Hirrt.

An outstanding
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instance of this is the case of Israel. When they left Egypt they
probably numbered two million people all told. Their enemies
were at last urgent for their departure. Later, however, Pharaoh,
and his chariots pursued them, and their case seemed hopeless.
But Moses was inspired to say, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see
the salvation of the LORD, which He will show to you to-day;
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them
again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv. 13, 14). The LORD did fight
for them and we read, "Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out
of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead upon the sea shores" (Exod. xiv. 30).
What an encouragement this great display of Divine power
is to the LORD'S people to-day. All over the land and doubtless
in our whole empire GOD'S people are crying mightily unto GOD
for deliverance in this dark hour of England's peril. Will He
not surely and certainly hear our cry though we deserve not His
mercy ~ He has said, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble:
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 1. 15).
Resting on this great promise we hope for and wait for the
salvation of the LORD.
In conclusion, let us note that "it is good that a man should
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD." If
He does so He will avoid seeking salvation in any other quarter.
He will realize that the LORD alone can save in a spiritual and
eternal sense. He alone can save from temporal and national
dangers, and therefore the godly man will both hope and quietly
wait for Divine salvation. He will seek to avoid all worry
and anxiety while waiting. He will have strong faith in the
mighty power of GOD to save. However great the danger, or
difficulty, or need, he will trust in the omnipotence of GOD. He
will say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation: I will trust, and not
be afraid."
" The LORD is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul
that seeketh Him" (Lam. iii. 25).
He says, "Blessed are all they that wait for Him." "They
shall not be ashamed that wait for Me " (Isaiah xxx. 18; xlix. 23).
"My soul, wait thou only upon GOD; for my expectation is
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from Him" (Ps. lxii. 5). Doubt not His power, and doubt not
His mercy, His goodness, and His faithfulness .
•" When we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our GOD
And rest upon His name.
"Blest is the man, 0 GOD,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, LORD
Shall Thy salvation see! "
(TopUuZy)
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton)
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND THE COVENANT
OF GRACE.
By JOHN BERRIDGE.
MEN are rightly treated in a reading desk, and called by their proper
name of miserable sinners. But in a pulpit they are complimented
on the dignity of their earthly, sensual, devilish natures, are flattered
with a princely will and power to save themselves and ornamented with
a lusty seam of merit. Justification by faith, the jewel of the Gospel
Covenant, the ground-work of the Reformation, the glory of the British
Church, is now derided as a poor old beggarly element, which may
suit a negro or a convict, but will not serve a lofty scribe nor a lewd
gentleman. And the Covenant of grace, though executed legally by
Jesus, purchased by His life and death, written and sealed with His
blood, is deemed of no value, till ratified by Moses. Paul declares,
no other foundation can one lay beside that which is laid, Christ
Jesus. But men are growing wise above what is written, and will have
two foundations for their hope, their own fancied merit added to the
meritorious life and death of Christ.
If an angel should visit our earth, and proclaim such a kind of
Gospel, as is often hawked from the press and pulpit, though he preached
morality with most seraphic fervency and till his wings dropped off,
he would never turn one soul to God, nor produce a single grain of
true morality, arising from the love of God, and aiming only at His
glory.-Christian World Unmasked, pages 340-341.
TAKE this, therefore, for a sure rule, that no providence can legitimate
or justify any moral evil.-John Flavel.
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NOT ONE STONE UPON ANOTHER.
"And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and His
disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the
temple. . And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things?
Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone
upon another, that shall not be thrown down."-MA'ITHEW

xxiv. 1, 2.
THESE words were spoken by our Lord in reference to the t.emple
at Jerusalem, the place where God had chosen to place His name.
Though erected according to Divine command, and according
to a Divine pattern, the time was to come when it would be
destroyed. Its priesthood and its sacrifices, both Divinely ordained,
were to come to an end.
Our Lord had been addressing the representatives of the Jewish
nation for the last time before His death. He knew they had
rejected God's prophets in Old Testament times, He knew they
had rejected Himself, the prophet like unto Moses. He knew
that in a short time they would conspire to apprehend Him and
have Him put to death.
In spite of all His teaching and wonderful miracles, they
would crucify the Lord of glory. "Wherefore," He said, "Behold,
I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some
of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge
in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: that
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth. . ..
Behold your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you,
Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He
that cometh in the name of the Lord." Then" Jesus went out,
and departed from the temple." As He was leaving, His disciples
drew His attention to the buildings of the temple. They
pointed out "how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts "
(Luke xxi. 5).
They were evidently impressed with its magnificence. Its
demolition was far from their minds. To their astonishment,
no doubt, Jesus said, "See ye not all these things 1 Verily I
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say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown down."
1. -Evidently the destruction of the temple was Divinely purposed.
A short time before He said these words, He had ridden in
triumph into Jerusalem. As He drew near, the whole city burst
into view, and when "He beheld the city" He "wept over it,
saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day,
the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round,
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the
ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave
in thee one'stone upon another; because thou knewest not the
time of thy visitation" (Luke xix. 41-44).
The Lord Jesus had a human heart, and, as 'God, He knew all
the sorrow, lamentation, and woe that would be connected with
the destruction of Jerusalem, and as He contemplated it, human
tears fell from His eyes. Speaking to His disciples He said, " When
ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that
the desolation thereof is nigh. . .. These be the days of vengeance.
that all things which are written may be fulfilled. . .. And they
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke xxi.
20, 22, 24).
The destruction of Jerusalem and its beautiful temple was
thus Divinely purposed. It was p.ot brought about by chance.
Human instrumentalities were used, but they were unconsciously
fulfilling the Divine will. Here is an important truth for us now to
keep in mind. When this terrible war broke out no one could have
supposed that the things which have happened would take place.
As we look back it seems wholly inexplicable that Norway,
Denmark, Holland, Belgium, and France should be under the
heel of the oppressor. We may explain it by referring to various
second causes, but nothing happens by chance.
God is the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe, and He doeth
according to His will in the armies of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth. Behind all that happened is the pride,
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the cruelty, the deceit, the craft, and subtlety of wicked men, but
behind them is the sovereign purpose of the King of kings. It
is abundantly plain from scripture that God mak.es use of wicked
men to carry out His Own purposes.
This does not excuse their wickedness, nor save them from
the judgments which He brings upon them, but it proves the
sovereignty of God in His Own universe.
Joseph's brethren were wicked, but God used them to fulfil
His purpose to send J oseph into Egypt.
Nebuchadnezzar was a wicked king, but God used him to destroy
Solomon's temple, and to bring about the Babylonian captivity.
Shall we doubt that God is now acting? Is He not behind
all the sorrows and woes of this war. However righteous our
cause is, neither we nor any of the nations of the whole world, are
honouring Him as we ought. We are guilty of desecrating His
day and forgetting and ignoring His Word of grace and truth,
and He is doubtless speaking to us all by the solemn events that
are happening.
" Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth" (Psalm xlvi. 10).
Buildings are now being destroyed, as we write these words.
Hospitals, Churches, shops and cottages, and even Buckingham
Palace are being damaged or wholly razed to the ground. Though
our brave airmen are bringing down an enormous number of
the enemy planes, and defeating the plans of the enemy, yet we
are suffering. Hundreds of our people are being killed, and much
damage to property is being don~, besides much national business
is being held up. Ought not all this to lead the nation to humble
itself under God's mighty hand? Should it not lead us to repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ? While
using every right means to overthrow and to defeat our national
enemies, is there not increasing need for humbly and penitently
crying unto God for His delivering mercy?
After all, He alone can so prosper our efforts that in the end
victory, complete, full, and overwhelming will be our portion.
2. Secondly, it is clear that the destruction of Jerusalem was due
to. national sin.
The Lord said to Solomon, "If ye shall at all turn from
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following Me, ye or your children, and will not keep My command~
ments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and
serve other gods, and worship them: then will I cut off Israel
out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which
I have hallowed for My name, will I cast out of My sight; and
Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people: and at
this house, which is high, everyone that passeth by it shall be
astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the
Lord done thus unto this land, and to this house? And they
shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord their God, Who brought
forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold
upon other gods, and have worshipped them, and served them:
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil" (1 Kings ix.
6-9).
This prediction probably covered not only the destruction of
the temple of Nebuchadnezzar, but also the destruction of the
temple by Titus, and all the subsequent sorrows of God's ancient
people. Moses also predicted the present judgments upon the
nation (see Deut. xxviii. 49-68).
Thus our Lord's own predictions were in harmony with those
previously given. He said, "These be the days of vengeance,
that all things which are written may be fulfilled" (Luke xxi. 22).
The vengeance which came upon them, and from which theystill suffer, would be due to their national sins. If they had known
and. taken heed to the things which belonged unto their peace,
these terrible judgments would not have come upon them. "Now," ,
however, our Lord says, "they are hid from thine eyes."
" They shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." The father of John
the Baptist had said, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for
He hath visited and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an
horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David," but
they despised and rejected Him who came to visit them. "The
dayspring from on high" had visited them. He had come to give
light to them that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide their feet into the way of peace, but the nation as
a whole "loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil." Some were deeply impressed and said, "That a
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great prophet is risen up among us; and that God had visited
His people!" but the nation at large said of the great prophet,
" Away with Him! " and" They crucified the Lord of glory" (see
Lyke i. 68, 69, 78, 79; vii. 16).
) Thus national sin brought national judgment, and the chosen
nation are still sufiering the consequences. They had said, "His
blood be on us, and on our children," and God is taking them
at their word.
All this has its lessons for ourselves. Why is it that we are
passing through a time when many of our buildings are being
destroyed 1 Why is it that in many cases our enemies are permitted
to cause such havoc that not one stone is left upon another 1 One
answer might be, Because the forces of hell are being let loose
upon us. Wicked men are being allowed to attack us. Though
we are righteously opposing them, it is at the cost of much suffering.
But, however guilty our enemies are, and we can hardly find
adjectives to describe their wickedness, yet it must be sorrowfully
owned that all the nations of the world, ourselves among them,
are guilty of forgetting the God from Whom all our blessings flow.
God's day is desecrated on a tremendous scale, His word is rejected
and ignored, and all the nations are guilty of manifold transgressions. Besides this the Churches have departed greatly
from Bible truth and Bible ways. It is plain therefore that God
is judging all the nations for their sins. Guilty indeed, terribly
guilty, are the German Dictator and his associates, but we ourselves
are guilty in other ways, and God is chastising us. May we then
humble ourselves under His mighty hand.
3. But, God's dealings with J eiusalem, her temple, and her people
remind us of future judgment.
The day is coming when not only in Jerusalem, but in all the
capital cities of the whole world, one stone will not be left upon
another. God has no intention of patching up this old earth
to make it fit for heroes to live in. This earth and the heavens
above it are doomed to destruction. "The heavens and the earth,
which are now, . . . are kept in store, reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. . .. The
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements
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shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up. . .. All these things shall be
dissolved" (2 Pet. iii. 7, 10, 11).
Think of the import of these words. "The earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up. . .. All these things
(without exception) shall be dissolved." At the time when these
lines are being written we are admiring the courage and bravery
of those men, who, at the risk of their lives, removed a bomb,
eight feet long, and a ton in weight, from St. Paul's Churchyard.
Had that bomb exploded St. Paul's Cathedral would have been
greatly damaged. No one can say how far-reaching the damage
would have been. But when the earth and all its works shall be
burned up, all the great cathedrals, the palaces, the halls, the
hotels, the business premises, the museums, the art galleries, and
all the dwellings of rich and poor alike will all be destroyed. The
much valued stained glass windows now hoarded up in places
of safety, and all the relics of past ages of human glory will all
perish.
What will then be our portion, dear readers 1 That is the great
question which present-day events should lead us to consider.
Everything is tending to the end. This earth is to perish. All
earthly possessions which we so much prize are to perish. Can
we who read these lines say, "Nevertheless we, according to His
promise look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness " 1
Are we amongst the "we" of whom the apostle here speaks 1
Can we say that we have obtained precious faith in the righteousness
of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ 1 If we can, then we can
believingly say,
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arraye d,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
Only those who have a new heart, and who enjoy the blessings
of the new Covenant and can sing the new song will dwell in
the new heavens and the new earth. Be it ours to "look not at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. iv. 18).
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For the Lord hatlt chosen Zion: he hath desired it for his habitation.
This is my rest for ever: here will 1 dwell,. for 1 have desired it."
PSALM cxxxii. 13, 14.
THESE words fell as soothing balm upon a sore and wounded heart,
when tidings reached us that our loved and time-honoured, thricesacred sanctuary St. Mary-le-Port had been the object of the enemy
wanton destruction on a certain Sunday in a terrible air raid.
Anyone who has known its sacred history and wor hipped there,
knows well what it means to realize that those past sacred, yea thrice
sacred days of hallowed worship, are over for ever on earth. The
true worshippers there, taught of the Holy Spirit the only one acceptable worship (one thinks of that sacred old inscription over the
Communion table, "They that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth."), have said with the Psalmist, " Lord, I have loved the
habitation of Thy House; the place where Thine honour dwelleth. '
Many of us have known what it was to have come away in sacred
silence after worship, with hearts too full to find expression in many
words, but realizing the blessed truth that the Lord was there and
had commanded His blessing, and which they wanted to ' hold
fast."
Living stones have been built up there, souls born again, ouls edified
and Christ glorified. From its pulpit has sounded out the clarion
note of salvation by Sovereign grace alone. Many honourable
names of preachers, who counted it a privilege to herald salvation'
joyful sound from that pulpit, occur to mind-Romaine, S. A. Walker,
D. A. Doudney, J. Ormiston, A. J. Day, T. Houghton, 1. Hawker
W. Lush, J. M. Sangar, and many others onwards to the presen
esteemed Rector (W. D. Sykes). Every part of the ervice was in
keeping, faithfully and reverently rendered, and the hearty singing
of sacred hymns, as also the open Bible and reverent attention of
the congregation were marked features, and often these were
remarked upon by strangers who happened to come in. Oh!
what hallowed memories of fellowship there in the Gospel! What
a conscious lifting up of soul and lightening up of the countenance
as we came away feeling that the Lord of the sanctuary had been
there, true to His promise to be "in the midst" of those gathered
together in His Name!
As I write I recall long years ago how one saint grasped my hand
as we came away, saying, " My willing soul would stay, in such a frame
as this," which was the true expression of many a Spirit-blessed ouI.
Yes, St. Mary-le-Port had its unique place as " a live Church," and
neither the hand of Ecclesiastical Commissioners nor others seemed
as though they dare touch it, though, like so many others of our
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city Churches (crowded in thick business centres), it seemed to be
marked out for moving outside the busy city! And now all that
is past, and the sacred edifice (of such historic value too) is wantonly
levelle.d to the ground! What shall we say to these things? Oh, to
say in humble submission and with acquiescent faith, " The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the Name of the Lord."
The same Lord Who gave, had now taken, for whilst Satan seems
raging, we have the Lord still reigning. He sees into the darkness and
through it into the future, and one day we shall understand all the
mystery of this seemingly dark Providence. As one deeply taught
and greatly beloved worshipper wrote, " The Lord sends His blessings
before Satan sends his bombs." And so, children of God, let us
unwaveringly accord Him His due and rest in the assurance that
He is still infinite love and wisdom. There are no accidents, no mistakes
with Him, and even now behind this frowning, dark, Providence,
" He hides a smiling face." We used often to sing within those sacred
walls :"Wait, 0 my soul, thy Maker's will:
Tumultuous passions all be still:
Nor let a murmuring thought arise,
His ways are just, His counsels wise."-Beddome.

Let us, like Abraham of old, look for" a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God." For after all, the building with
God is a spiritual house; and it is there that He says He will dwell,
and dwell for ever! Ah! there are no ruins in the Church built by
His Hands! He indwells Her eternally! "For the Lord hath
chosen Zion: He hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest
for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it."
ZION! Her name signifies a monument set up: a heap of stones
set up. And that takes us in thought to the earthly type of Solomon's
temple where every stone was rough-hewn from the quarry, chiselled,
prepared, and shaped and brought into its fitting place with exactitude
-no hammer heard in the temple! all afore prepared and exactly
fitting the niche designed for it. The Apostle Peter brings out the
spiritual truth of this when he writes, "Ye also as lively stones are
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. ii. 6). And
think, too, of the glory of the Great Builder and Architect! As in
Solomon's typical temple when finished no stone was seen, so the Lord
of His House shall have all the glory of His people's salvation, and
Christ Jesus shall be all and in all.
Zion too is described as "beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth." It must needs be prepared and Divinely wrought
upon where the Lord Himself desires to dwell. He has chosen her
for Himself, and" here will I dwell," He says. Oh, wondrous thought!
Blessed truth! The living stones in His temple, His habitation!
"Will God indeed dwell with man~"! How could He, except by
becoming the Incarnate Man Himself ~ He made us a fit habitation
5
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wherein to dwell, and to dwell here for ever, He says! No decay, no
crumbling walls, no enemy plunderer doing his insane mischief.
"Then let the world forbear its rage,
The Church renounce her fear.
Israel must live through every age,
And be the Almighty's care."

Our Psalm declares, too, what abundant care does her God exercise
over His Church! "I will abundantly bless her provision! I will
satisfy her poor with bread. I will clothe her priests with salvation:
and her saints shall shout aloud for joy."
We spoke at the commencement of this little meditation how we
recognized that the Lord had given. Yes, He gave, He sustained,
He carried on the work eminently, and worked many a gracious and
surprising miracle in the history of our little Church. He supplied
our needs in various ways. He blessed the means, and now He has
seen fit to allow this mysterious providence. It fell to the lot of
the Rev. A. T. Houghton (from Burma), son of our beloved Editor,
to preach the last two sermons within those sacred walls. How
little did anyone suppose then, on that sacred Sabbath, that within
twelve hours after delivering his messages (the text in the morning
was" For I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed," and in the afternoon to the children, " Remember now Thy
Creator in the days of thy youth," etc.) that sacred edifice would be a
scene of smouldering ruins!
But the Lord is Sovereign Ruler of the skies. Satan could have
no power except it were permitted him. The child of God looks
above to the unchangeable God and says, "But Thou remainest" !
""Vhen I can say my God is mine,
\Vhen I can feel Thy glories shine,
I tread the world beneath my feet,
And all that earth calls good or great."

And the true Church of the living God will go no more out. She
is her Builder and Maker's" rest for ever." She has been chosen of
Him, desired by Him, and that is why such" glorious things of thee
are spoken, Zion, city of our God." That is the Zion upon which
we are bidden to "look" and see as "a quiet habitation, a tabernacle
that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall
ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken."
No more rude alarms! No more subject to the base and wanton
wasting of the enemy, but one unbroken calm and peace!
A beloved and sympathetic friend writes as she recalls her thricehallowed associations with the place, "Mr. Houghton's texts were
surely Divinely given," the final witness of St. Mary-Ie-Port. In
that immutability is rest, the rest that remaineth. "Christ is all."
"When tired with toil and faint with fear,
The child of God may enter here,
And sweet refreshment find."
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And thus, beloved reader, although with torn and wounded hearts,
and full of sacred, blessed memories, we are bidden to look up to the
steadfast Throne of our God, to the immutable faithfulness of Him
Who sitteth there, and remember that, whilst Satan and his legion
seem to be raging, we still have a reigning God, and are proving day
by day how He is caring infinitely for us-(our persons are precious
in His sight as redeemed) and providing for us, and will sustain us
to the end of our pilgrimage. May it be our chief concern daily to
live closer to the Lord, and walk in communion with the Beloved
of our souls, and seek to glorify Him in adorning the doctrines for
which our time-honoured little Church stood so fast, and be increasingly looking upward and onward to that glad day when the Church
Militant will join the Church Triumphant, and in the midst of the
great congregation the great Head of His redeemed Body will lead
the song of eternal never-dying Praise. I close these poor and broken
remarks with the sacred desire which was given to a beloved friend
whom we might also look upon as chief mourner of St. Mary-le-Port.
It was given her to sing in the midst of her tears one of the well-known
and oft sung hymns there.
" Abide in Me: Then thou may'st calmly smile,
On ruined hopes, or ruined worlds the while;
Even the trumpet's awful sound shall be
The sweetest music ever heard by thee."-C. H. Inp,lis.

And also I would ask the dear reader's prayers for the beloved
Rector, the Rev. W. D. Sykes, who just seven years ago stepped into
the gap so loyally, for the truth's sake, and the upholding of all for
which St. Mary-le-Port stood, when the appointment to the ministry
hung so critically in the balance, and who has served so faithfully
and affectionately and efficiently to uphold its credentials. Mr.
Sykes writes, "I feel very much for the Misses Ormiston, yourself,
and many others who have known and loved the building for so long
a time. I have rested in the wonderful thought that nothing can
touch God's living Church, unto whom the Saviour has said, 'I give
unto them Eternal Life, and none shall pluck them out of My Hand.'
We had very happy services on Sunday, and I felt sure that the Lord
bad His special Presence in our midst in that small upper room.
It was a great inspiration to me to feel this. It was like John xx. 19
or Luke xxiv. 15."
R.
THY ministering spirits descend,
To watch while Thy saints are asleep,
By day and by night they attend,
The heirs of salvation to keep;
Bright seraphs, despatched from the throne,
Repair to the stations assigned,
And angels elect are sent down,
To guard the elect of mankind.-Toplady.
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Sttmons anlJ Notes of Sermons.
THE LORD THE PORTION OF HIS PEOPLE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul,. therefore will I hope in Him."
LAMENTATIONS iii. 24.

ONE of the most touching features of that ceremonial law which God
gave to His Israel of old bears, I think, on this text of ours this morning.
If you turn with me to the nineteenth chapter of Leviticus you find
how graciously the Lord provided to meet the needs of the poor of His
people. He laid obligation upon the people who were blest with
earthly possessions, He laid obligation upon them that they in reaping
their fields should not punctiliously gather up all the corn that had
dropped out of the reaper's hand; and also in regard to the vintage
they were not to clear all the clusters of the grapes from the vine.
And in connection with the point I now refer to, the whole land was
to be left to rest. It" was not to be ploughed, and it was not to be
sown, it was to be the common property of all Israel, that the poor
might have a full share of what the soil brought forth; and in the
sixth year, you remember, the year preceding that year of Sabbath
rest that God gave the land, it brought forth plenteously, abundantly,
so that in the ordinary course of things in that time of abundance
there would be less opportunity of gathering in every bit. The
Lord provided for that seventh year and gave the poorest in Israel
a share in what the land brought forth. In the Book of Deuteronomy, the fifteenth chapter, we have a further revelation of God's
mind concerning His poor in Israel. Israel was commanded to be
bountiful towards these, the poor, whom the Lord left in their midst.
Now I think this is very much the character of God to be the Carer
of the needy, to be the Helper of those who have no friend. I will
be the Helper of the helpless, and as Hosea inspired by God affirms
in the Name of God Himself, " In 'Thee the fatherless findeth mercy."
To those who have no mercy other shown to them I will be better
than a father. "When my father and my mother forsake me, then
the Lord will take me up"-that is the language the Lord inspires
in the hearts of His dependent and needy people. Further, you
remember when the Lord Jesus entered upon His public ministry
and began that never to be forgotten sermon of His on the mount,
recorded in the fifth chapter of Matthew and the following chapters,
when He began those blessed utterances concerning those whom
the Father would favour, He began with the pOO'f. "Blessed are the
poor in spirit." He put them in the very first place. He had the
mind of the Father, He came to tell out His Father's pity, His Fathers'
mercy, and His Father's care towards the needy ones. In a certain
Scripture when God wills to describe His people as a peculiar people,
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as His Own sons and daughters, He says, " I will also leave in the
midst of thee an affiicted and poor people." The Lord has always
had a Church in the earth poor in spirit-blessed are such. "Blessed
are the poor in spirit," the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. They are
the Royal sons and daughters of Heaven's King. God is preparing
a habitation, a palace, for these. God is preparing a portion, an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and unfading for these.
And now turning to our text we notice that this is not the language
of a proud soul, of a proud heart. When this blessed speaker is enabled
to say by faith, "The Lord is my Portion, therefore will I hope in
Him," he speaks in his 30ul as a soul greatly exercised by God. Look
at the previous verses, dear friends, from the first verse down to the
twenty-first. Twenty-one verses of what we may term spiritual
complaint. Twenty-one verses indicative of great spiritual conflict,
indicative of a heavy burden resting upon the soul. No, the language
of our text is not the language of a proud heart but of a troubled
soul. You notice the turn of the scale-how it comes here in the
twenty-second verse, though we must not separate, I think, the two
verses twenty-one and twenty-two, for there Jeremiah says, " This
I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the Lord's mercies
that we are not consumed." This is it that he calls to mind. We must
not separate therefore these two verses. He had said his soul remembered the wormwood and the gall, had in remembrance all the affiiction
and the misery, and this humbles him, this lays him low. Then it
is-in these circumstances of poverty and helplessness of soul,
distress and mental anguish-he says, "I recall to my mind," and
that which I recall to my mind is this, that God has not consumed
me. Cast down I am, yet, wonder of wonders, I am not destroyed.
Poor indeed I am, " as having nothing," and yet I call to mind Who
is my Portion, and I can add the rest, " yet possessing all things," for
dear friends, whosoever, through grace, is able to assert" The Lord
is my Portion" indeed is the possessor of all good. God might have
given His people something short of Himself, but, dear friends, what
would the fulness of Heaven have bel}n without our God and Father
there? Or what, on earth, would have salvation been to some of
us short of Christ in it? Yea, short of it being Christ from first to
last? Oh, it is Christ Himself Who sweetens all that is bitter in our
cup. It is His Presence that strengthens us in our state of direst
need. We find Him, we can assert it to His praise, " a very present
Help in trouble." "The Lord is my Shepherd," said David, " Jehovah
is my Shepherd," I need none other. He knows where the green
pasture is to be found. He knows where the still waters are to be
found, and He knows how to lead me in paths of righteousness for
His Own great Name's sake. The Lord being thus my Shepherd,
" I shall not want." "The young lions do lack and suffer hunger,"
even those creatures which in their sagacity seek their meat from
God, but the truster, the intelligent believer in Him Who is the Great
Shepherd of the sheep, shall want no good thing. Though he may
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want many great things, many things which flesh and blood would
fain possess, he shall not lack any good thing. And, just in passing,
bear in mind that our Heavenly Father will always make for us the
choice of what is good, because He knows the end from the beginning,
and He knows to set one thing over against something else, to set
something of to-day over against something of to-morrow of which
we know nothing, and such ignorance therefore incapacitates us in
forming any true judgment of our Father's will. It is a life of trust,
it is a simple reliance, fellow-believers, on Him Who doeth all things
well.
"The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul "-" Portion." Let us
dwell on this word Portion for a short season. Elsewhere the word
" inheritance" is used, inheritance or portion. "The Lord is my
Inheritance, saith my soul." The Lord is the Portion of His people,
not so much by way of bequest as by inheritance of birth. "The
Lord is my Inheritance," therefore clearly I must be His child. If
I inherit the property it is clear proof that I am of the family, it is
clear proof that there is some relationship between my soul and that
glorious One Who here through His servant Jeremiah declares He
is the Portion of my soul. Yes, birth, the new birth, is everything
here to do with the language of our text, the language is that of a
born child of God. You remember how the eighth of Romans put
it, "If children," that is, born ones, "If children, then heirs "---'1wt
otherwise. God does not confer Himself and His Own fulness upon
unbelief but upon faith, upon faith. When He, the Covenant God
-for the title here is Jehovah, " Jehovah is my Portion," the Father,
the Son, the Holy Ghost-I say, when the Lord makes Himself over
with all His fulness by way of salvation to a sinner, He makes Himself
over to faith in the heart and not to unbelief. And, you may ask,
has any man by nature such faith? No, faith is the gift of God,
faith is the free gift of God, but wherever this grace of faith is bestowed,
or implanted like a grain of mustard seed, a little thing in its beginning,
feeble, and by man a much despised thing, it is a vital thing, there
is life inherent in it. Faith is no mere faculty of the human mind,
as some tell us. Faith is not a giving credence to certain propositions,
theological or doctrinal, on the part of man, but faith is a living grace
implanted in a living heart, and both are the gift of God, the living
heart and the implanted faith. There is the good soil of which we
were hearing this morning-the four sorts of hearers, the four sorts
of soil, one sort of seed, God's truth, God's Word is one, man cannot
rend it. Man cannot divide what God has joined together, namely, His
Word and living faith in the same heart. He speaks of His Word,
as you will remember, as "the engrafted Word." You see the force
of the figure to graft. It may be but a little bud, it may be very
feeble, very weak in itself, and left to itself it must perish, but implanted
into, engrafted into a vigorous stem it becomes assimilated, it becomes
by life one with that stem, it receives its nourishment thence, and,
may I say, all its future life and fruitfulness and beauty will depend
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upon union with that living, well-rooted stem. So it is with God's
Word, the precious Gospel of His grace, when it comes in His Own
all-sufficient power with application. "The entrance of God's Word
giveth!' not only light but life-life. Where God's Word is spoken
in the power of the Holy Ghost it is spoken into the heart. And not
only into it, but, as you will remember, on the Day of Pentecost it
is said that under Peter's preaching certain blessed, certain salvation
results followed, and those results were traceable through the means
of the preached Word to the fact that there was a piercing, or pricking,
in the hearts of the hearers. It was not merely that the Word arrested
the attention and indeed the reverential attention; but moreover
there was power in the words to arrest the attention of the hearts
and to drag into the light of condemnation the hidden things of darkness,
so that they cried out in their distress, What shall we do? But when
on another occasion the preacher of the Word was God's dear servant
Stephen very different results followed. He spake the Word, the
same Word of truth as that which Peter spake; he certainly spake
it with equal boldness, he kept nothing back from fear of man, whether
they would hear or whether they would forbear-he left that matter
outside his calculations. He was God's messenger and he must deliver
God's message of truth. Now, what was the effect on his hearers?
It says, " they were cut to the heart,?' not as those gracious hearers
were on the Day of Pentecost. These were natural hearers only,
and the words reached to the heart, and with what effect? It
stirred up the enmity of the natural heart and the innate enmity to
God's truth they then and there made manifest. They gnashed
upon the preacher with their teeth, they gnashed in their rage upon
the messenger of God, albeit his face was like an angel's. He was
a messenger, he was not an angel in the official sense of that word;
God sent him with a message, and in that sense he was an angel, a
messenger, a message-bearer, and in fulfilling that office he left in
his Master's Hand all consequences, and they led him forth and they
stoned him to death. I say again, where God implants His Word
it brings life, and it brings light, th.e knowledge of God Himself in
the Face of His dear Son, and it brings life, eternal life, where death
aforetime reigned supreme. Yes," The Word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner (or, judge) of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight, but
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom
we have to do." As the God of the whole world no heart can be
hidden from His eye, no secret of any heart hidden from His knowledge,
all things amongst all unbelievers, and in their hearts, as well as amongst
believers in their hearts, all things are open to His eyes.
" The Lord is my Portion "-my Inheritance. I owe everything
to Him as a grace-saved sinner. He began with me. It was He
Who spoke the first word and He will have the last word; my privilege
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is to be silent and to hear what God the Lord will speak. I say, He
spake the word at first which raised the dead and He spake the further
word which convinced the now living one of his sins, and He spake
the third word, "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest, poor and
heavy-laden sinner, I will give you rest." And in the language of
the hymn;.. I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn, and sad,
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

Again and again He has proved the Portion of my soul. Many changes
since then, changes daily, frames and feelings continually changing
and changing, but still the Portion, the Inheritance, remaining. God
knows no change-this is where the soul in its tempest-tossed experience
finds· anchorage and is able to ride out the storm, whatever it may be,
from whatever quarter of God's Providence it may blow, east, west,
north, or south, for He holds the winds of His Providence in His fists.
You remember the marginal reading in Jonah's prophecy concerning
the wind, that mighty wind which arose in the great Mediterranean,
that mighty chastising wind, that wind that was sent as a scourge
because the Lord loved His poor backsliding servant Jonah, and
would not let him go. You remember about the wind it is said,
" The Lord cast forth a great wind into the sea," cast as it were from
His Hand, as a stone into the sea, this mighty tempest. So I say
in providence all the winds which go to make up our changes in
experience and in estate come from our Heavenly Father's Hand.
He orders them. He commandeth the mighty wind to blow, and
He also again saith " Be still," and there is a great calm in the s ouI.
Oh, how quickly the Lord can turn the adversity and captivity of
His exercised people. Here is a book called Lamentations-The
Lamentations of Jeremiah, a faithful and true servant of the living
God; one who cried to God for more tears. Oh, that mine eyes
were a fountain of tears, that I might weep for the sin of the daughter
of my people. What a holy sorro'! of soul! What a Heavenly and
God-like mind we see in Jeremiah. Sin, not committed against
himself, was that which he wept over; he sorrowed over the sin which
was committed against the God he loved to serve and Whose Truth
he delighted to testify. But in this very book of Lamentations we
find our text. In the midst of all his sorrow and all his care and
anxiety and his distress it is left him still-for he recalls it to his mind,
the Holy Ghost has always been the Remembrancer of God's saints
-he recalls it to mind that" The Lord is my Portion." And when
I meditate upon Him, when I think of His character, then I should
be able to say however tremblingly, yet believingly, "This God is
my God for ever and ever, He will be my Guide unto death." Then
I find myself numbered amongst the happy people of whom it is said,
"Happy art thou, 0 Israel"; or again, "Blessed is that people
that is in such a case, yea, blessed is that people, whose God is the
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Lord." When I contemplate the character of God, when He warrants
me in believing that He is my Portion, how it rejoices my heart to
include in the characteristics of God His justice, His justice along
with His power. Oh, if these two attributes were against me and
all else were mine I could not boast in my Portion, my Portion were
my condemnation. But it is the whole character of God included
here which comprises the Portion of the believer; justice and truth,
justice and mercy, justice and compassion, justice and love, justice
and the atonement of Jesus, justice and the precious blood of the
Lamb, justice and the eternal righteousness of Christ, all here-my
Portion. I see the justice of God satisfied at Calvary. I see mercy
there rejoicing over judgment that must have gone against my soul,
and now I glory in the inexorable justice of God. I see now how
through the Gospel scheme of His Own grace He can be just and yet
the Justifier of the ungodly. Now I understand something of the
Scripture, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." I see how
Jesus took my guilty place, and made my peace with God. Oh,
dear friends, it grieves my heart when I sometimes hear people speak
of making their peace with God. Oh, what lamentable ignorance
of the Gospel way of salvation, friends. Your joy this morning
as a child of God is that Christ is your Peace, that your Peace is at
the Father's Right Hand embodied in the glorified One Who is the
Man or Prince of peace. He it is that maintains your peace, maintains
your lot, your portion. He has freely undertaken your cause, you
may therefore leave all in His Hands with perfect confidence. Is
it a temporal matter about which you are anxious just now? Oh,
is there anything under heaven, any good temporal thing, that He
will withhold from you Who so loved you as to give His very soul,
the very blood of His heart for you, and to secure unto you all good
for time and for eternity? What then about that little detail which
to-day is the subject of anxiety and the cause of much distress? Leave
it in those blessed Hands that were pierced for you. Leave it in His
care Who careth for you, as you sometimes sing, "with a Brother's
tender care."
" Yes, for me, for me He careth,
With a Brother's tender care."

He does, child of God. It is a fact. It is not a mere beautiful,
passing, comforting thought that comes to us occasionally, but it
is a fact, a Divine fact, that Jesus cares with a tender care for His
tried brethren down here, and if you are able to say, as you are able
to, and have a right to assert it, " The Lord is my Portion, therefore
will I hope," take a hopeful view, will you, of His present dealings,
take a hopeful view as you leave to-morrow in His Hands, take a hopeful
v.iew of to-morrow. There is another hymn of ours, which we sing
as He enables us in a spirit of true-hearted worship, which speaks
to this effect:"We expect a bright tomorrow,
All will be well."
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We expect it--" The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul, therefore
will I hope in Him." Is it evil you forbade? Sufficient unto the
morrow the evil of to-morrow; it may never come, it may be a fal e
anticipation on your part. You and I are incompetent to form a
judgment of how He will lead us to-morrow. The pilgrimage may at
any moment terminate with anyone of God's pilgrim people here
this morning. It may be said in another moment of anyone of us
that the warfare is accomplished. Let us leave, I say it again lovingly
and earnestly, and to my own heart with equal earnestness, leave
it all to the Lord. If He be your Portion it must be welL If He
be your Portion no evil shall happen unto you. If He be your Portion
you shall be well supplied, well directed. He did not forsake His
people whom He foreknew during those forty years of murmuring,
and of doubt and unbelief on their part in the wilderness, but He
fed them and He led them. He led them by the skilfulness of His
Hands, and He fed them according to the integrity of His heart.
And they were but a temporary possession, you are His eternal Portion.
They had earthly promises on which to lean, and God kept them in
the face of their unbelief. You have Heavenly promises-be assured
He will not suffer one of them to fail. He has cast His word for it
that none of them, that is, not one of those promises, "shall want
her mate "-shall want her mate, which means that there is not a
promise in God's Word that shall fail on account of a case not ari ing
in the history of God's Church and in the experience of God's people
regarding that promise. The Lord provides needs and exigencie
and difficulties in the experience of His people that He may ha\e he
opportunity for the display of His Own faithfulness in keeping the
word of His Covenant promise. If you and I find ourselves placed
in God-made circumstances we may take it as a Divine anticipa ion
of God's faithfulness in keeping His promise unto us.
"The Lord first empties whom He fills,
Casts down whom He would raise,
And quickens whom the letter kills,
Exalting thus His praise."

THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE.
0, WHAT an history might we compile of our own experiences, whilst
with a melting heart we trace the footsteps of Providence all along the
way it hath led us, to this day; and set our remarks upon its more
eminent performances for us in the several stages of our life!
Here it prevented, and there it delivered; here it directed, and
there it corrected. In this it grieved, and in that it relieved. Here
was the poison, and there the antidote. This providence raised a
dismal cloud, and that dispelled it again. This straitened and that
enlarged. Here a want, and there a supply. This relation withered,
and that springing up in its room. Words cannot express the high
delights and gratifications a gracious heart may find in such employment as this !-John Flavel.
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"LORD, what wilt Thou have me to do ~" Saul of Tarsus asked
the question when he was smitten to the ground, when his past line
of things was disclosed to him in its true light, the light of heaven.
The power of God had begun to teach him that he was an empty
dependant, not a free agent, that he was not serving the Lord, but
persecuting Him, that his zeal was fired, not from above, but from
beneath. His high hand and stretched out arm, lately raised against
the martyr of Jesus, was now lifted up in prayer and supplication
to Stephen's Lord, and in a broken and contrite frame of soul he asked
what he must do. The Lord told him to go into the city: there
he would be told. At the same time Ananias, a friend of the Lord's,
was told that suffering as well as work was to be the lot of the reclaimed
persecutor. Of his suffering and work we know much: he himself
tells us of the fruits of his labours, and of his triumphs; of his discouragements also (as important to himself as the other) and devastations. He tells us of friends and foes, of the precious power and
help of his almighty Father, Friend, and Lord, and of the changings
of his own heart and spirit. At one time, he altogether doubted
even of life, but God taught him the more to hope in Himself Who
raises the dead. He was " troubled on every side, but not cornered "
(that is nice).
All this was in the appointment of God, Who divides to every
man severally as He will. If we were convinced by the God of
all comfort that it is He Himself Who orders our every way, it
would give a stay to the hurried mind and full hands. His own mercy
and forgiving love would burn up all the stubble, sanctifying all
continuance, and producing a contentment to endure to the end. It
is very plain from many a chapter and verse in Chronicles as well
as elsewhere that every man must be in his own order. We read
the names and particular offices of many under the rule of Solomon.
They are great and small. There were twelve officers for instance
who, from as many departments of Israel, sent provision for the royal
household. Geber, the son of Uri, was the officer in Gilead; after
his name it is added, "He was the only officer in the land." Did
he like to be alone, finding it much easier to do everything himself,
or was he lonely and overworked ~ Perhaps he read in Job, "Will
He plead against me with His great power; no, He will put strength
in me," the strength of the Eternal, so that as Geber's df1Y, so his
ability. It was at the appointment of God's anointed that he was
the only officer in the land that had been taken from Sihon, King of
the Amorites, and Og, King of Bashan. What a field for remembrance
of what God had wrought for Israel; and as Mattithiah followed
his set office over the things made in the pans, he could call to mind
the forty years in the wilderness when his fathers fed on manna.
Solomon was the lord of both, as One was the Guest of Martha and
Mary. Mary sat and listened, Martha worked and was impatient.
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But the Lord showed her a better way. He did not need to impoverish
:Mary for the sake of enriching Martha. There was enough for both.
It is not many who have learned at the lips of the Lord what Martha
was taught when Lazarus died. Christ opened to her the depths
of His Name, and gave her to know it. He said less to Mary on that
occasion. His ways are equal. They had another feast later OD.
The Lord was there again, and Lazarus was raised from the tomb.
:Martha served, content, knowing the Lord, to do what He had
appointed.
FOLLOWER-ON.

SATURDAY

EVENING.

Safely through another week,
God has brought us on our way,
Let us now a blessing seek,
On th' approaching Sabbath-day;
Day of all the week the best;
Emblem of eternal rest.
Mercies, multiplied each hour,
Through the week our praise demand
Guarded by Almighty power,
Fed and guided by His hand:
Though ungrateful we have been,
Only made returns of sin.
While we pray for pardoning grace,
Through the dear Redeemer's name,
Show Thy reconciled face,
Shine away our sin and shame:
From our worldly care set free,
May we rest this n}ght with Thee!
When the morn shall bid us rise,
May we feel Thy presence near!
:May Thy glory meet our eyes
When we in Thy house appear;
There afford us, Lord, a taste
Of our everlasting feast.
May Thy Gospel's joyful sound
Conquer sinners, comfort saints;
Make the fruits of grace abound,
Bring relief to all complaints.
Thus may all our Sabbaths prove,
Till we join the Church above!
John Newton.
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MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO
THE EPHESIANS.

By

THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

M.A.,

I.
" Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which
are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus."-EPHESIANS. i. 1.
Two main considerations meet us in this verse. (1) The designation
of Paul, " An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God." (2) The
designation of the converts whom he addresses, " The saints and the
faithful in Christ Jesus." Whilst each is examined may the Spirit
by His mighty power and love pour light into our longing souls!
Here in the vestibule a preliminary thought occurs. Scripture
here in the forefront places the ever blessed Jesus. In this verse
He stands forward as the grand object on which faith should gaze.
Of whom is Paul an apostle 1 Of Jesus Christ. Who are the saints 1
The faithful in Christ Jesus. Take Christ from this verse, and the
apostle and the saints alike sink into insignificance. To remove
Him would be to blot the sun out of the firmament. Let Him therefore
always be foremost in our view. Let it be our firm conclusion that
apart from Him faith could not live. Without Him we should be
without God in the world-without hope-without light-without
antepast of heaven.
We begin with Paul's designation of himself. He speaks of his
office and of his call to it.
1. His office. He is an apostle of Jesus Christ. He was called
distinctly and directly by immediate voice from heaven to give himself
to the blessed work of preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ,
and bearing testimony to the glorious truth that Jesus is sent of God
to seek and to save that which was lost. The direct commission
from God Himself, without the intervention of human instrumentality,
constituted Him an apostle.
Let a brief digression turn our thoughts to our own position. The
study of Scripture, without personal improvement, is vain. To grow
in grace-to advance in life-giving knowledge, should be our aim
in all this study.
While we adore God for having thus raised up and enabled Paul
to gather in His people and to instruct His Church to the latest times,
and while we read with reverence his writings as immediate revelations
from the Father of Lights, let us bear in mind that there is a sense
in which every believer is called and appointed to be a minister of
his God. " Ye shall be named the priests of the Lord: men shall
call you the ministers of our God." It is written, " Ye shall be unto
Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation." Believers are" built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable unto God by Jesus Christ." They are" a chosen generation,
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-a royal priesthood." Jesus has made them "kings and priests
unto God and His Father." Let us then walk worthy of our high
vocation, and live always ministering at our Altar, which is Jesus
Christ. On Him let us present our bodies living sacrifices; on Him
let us offer the calves of our lips, hallowed praises; and let our
whole conversation be a proclamation of His truth.
2. Let us advance now to Paul's appointment to apostleship.
He was called by the will of God. He continually insists upon the
truth that he took not this honour upon himself. He was" an apostle,
not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father,
Who raised Him from the dead." This will of God is eternal love
to the Church. It is the originating cause of the everlasting Covenant
of grace. It fore-ordains every blessing which that Covenant contains
for the heirs of promise. To do this will, Christ came. "By thi
will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all." By this will apostles and prophets, and evangelists
and pastors, and teachers, are called and qualified and arranged.
By this will their word is made effectual, and we receive grace to
believe. If we are thus blessed with all spiritual blessings, let us
adore that deep source from which these precious streams flow.
What volumes of unspeakable comfort are treasured up in the
truth that this will is unchangeable! To the considerate mind i
seems almost self-evident that God must be "without variablenes
or shadow of turning." This constitutes that infinite serenity which
is one of the grand elements of Deity. It is an essential attribute
of the Governor of the universe. While mutability, fluctuation,
uncertainty, and change miserably appertain to the inhabitants of
this fallen world and all their concerns, the inscription over the palace
of the King of kings is, "I am that I am." It is blessed to know
and realize this truth. Happy are the hours passed in giving thanks
for the faithful sayings: "I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob
are not consumed." "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever." "Having loved His own which were in the world,
He loved them unto the end."

n.
" To the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Ch1'ist Jesus. '
-EPHESIANS i. 1.
WE proceed to the designation of those who are here addressed. They
are termed saints and faithful in Christ Jesus. It is highly important
to obtain clear views of all Gospel-terms: and not least so of tho e
which describe the state and character of true believers. Ignorance
may here lead to fatal self-deception. Many cry, "Peace, peace,
when there is no peace" ; and "feed on ashes, and caunot deliver
their soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in our right hand 1" May we
be delivered from all such error, to the glory of God in us !
1. The word "saints" imports persons who are set apart and
consecrated to the service and glory of God. They were fore-ordained
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from all eternity in the counsels of heaven to this blessed state. Their
predestination is the cause of their call in due time by the Spirit of
God to come out and to be separate, and to be " a peculiar people,
zealou6 of good works." When Paul addresses the believers at Rome
as " beloved of God, called to be saints," he places the love of God
as the precursor of vocation. We learn a similar truth from the
arranged teaching of the following text :-" God, Who hath saved
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us
in Christ Jesus before the world began." Hence it is evident that
the heirs of eternal love are partakers of this distinguishing benefit.
When the fulness of the time is come, the Spirit of God brings them
as willing subjects into the kingdom of grace. We may, without
violence to truth, apply to them the prophetic words, "I will say
to the north, give up, and to the south, keep not back; bring my
sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; even
every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my
glory; I have formed him, yea, I have made him. This people have
I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise." As this
call of God is by the Spirit of holiness, so it is unto a life of holiness.
Concerning the former conversation, the old man is put off, which
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and the new man is put
on, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Hence believers are manifested to their own consciences, and to all
around them, as the saints of the Most High. They are no more
of the world. They reject its hollow and selfish principles: they
scorn its debasing maxims: they turn from its ungodly ways: they
despise its vain pursuits: they rise high above its miscalled pleasures.
It is evident that they" walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit" ;
that their one desire is increasing conformity to the will and image
of God.
2. We now advance to the second term. They are " the faithful
in Christ Jesus." Three ideas are here involved. Believers are no
more in the Wicked One-no more in the world-but in Christ:
engrafted into Him as a branch into -the stem of the tree; rooted
in Him as the tree in the earth; built into Him as the superstructure
into the foundation; one with Him as the members with the head.
They are faithful, inasmuch as they have received the precious gift
of faith, and "abound therein with thanksgiving." They look to
the atoning blood, and to the justifying righteousness of Christ as
the alone ground of their salvation. They are faithful, inasmuch
as they no longer live unto themselves, but unto Him who loved them
and gave Himself for them. They gladly and unreservedly devote
their bodies, souls, and spirits to His service. The humble and honest
inquiry of each is continually, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do 1 "
Are we saints and faithful in Christ Jesus, according to the scriptural
meaning of these terms 1 Blessed are they who can respond that,
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though miserable sinners in themselves, yet by the grace of God they
have this fellowship with His people! Soon shall the saints shine
forth in glory, and they who are faithful unto death shall receive the
crown of life which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him.

"THE TIMES OF RESTITUTION."

By

DR. F. J. fuMILTON.
(An answer to a question.)

THE LATE

I FEAR that I do not quite appreciate the difficulty to which you
refer, but I must do my best to answer the question, in the hope that
my answer may be instrumental in removing any perplexity that you
may feel. Looking at the whole passage (Acts iii. 19-21), we gather
from it the following truths. Times of universal restoration are the
great theme of the prophetic Scriptures. Now we can see the disorder
and trouble caused by man's fall and sin, but there is promise of a
glorious future in which this disorder and trouble will pass away,
and primitive peace and gladness be restored. It would be easy to
adduce a number of passages from the Old Testament tha speak
of this grand consummation. It will be a state of spiritual blessing
and joy, when refreshment from the presence of the Lord (Jehovah)
will be realized by His people; and it will be a state of material
restoration also when the now burdened creation will cease to groan.
This sublime state cannot be experienced in the present dispen a ion.
Its commencement is distinctly connected with the second Adven of
our Saviour and the glorification of His risen saints, or, in other words,
"the manifestation of the sons of God" (see Rom. viii. 19). Tha
is given as the "terminus a quo" of this grand prophetic period.
This disposal of all events is in the Hand of God Almighty, and until
He, the Father of all, send forth Christ Jesus in His glory from heayen
to earth again, the expectations of His people cannot be accomplished.
The hope of the ages, patriarchal, Jewish, and Christian, i centred
in the" crowning day" of the Lord. Another thing which is distinctly
connected with that day is the repentance and conversion of the
Jews. The rendering of the passage (Acts iii. 19-21) is, I believe,
for the most part correct and good in our Authorized Version, bu
it seems evident from the Greek that instead of the words, "when
the times of refreshing shall come," we should read, "in order ha
the times (or' seasons ') of refreshing may come." It should no be
forgotten that Peter's appeal was to the Jews, and was based upon
prophecies in which they were, as a nation, specially concerned. If
if be remembered that the "until" refers to the session of Christ
Jesus at the Right Hand of God, which must continue up to the
Divinely ordained hour when He shall come forth again to receiye
His own ones and with them to reign, I do not see how it can pre en
any real difficulty.
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CALVINISM AND PAST HISTORY.

IT is nowadays frequently predicted by men in high places that the
distinctive doctrines of Calvinism are doomed. The future is uncertain;
the role of the prophet is unprofitable and unbecoming. But the
history of the past stands fast. The doctrine of predestination, with
its associated system of truths, has had a wonderful history. All
world-movers have believed it surely and have taught it clearlyPaul, Augustine, all the Reformers without exception. During the
eleven hundred-years which elapsed from the time of Augustine to
that of Luther, all the best of the schoolmen, all the great missionary
movements, the revivals of true religion, the extension of popular
education, and all great healthy political reforms, had their common
inspiration in Augustinian theology. All the great national movements
in France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and Britain in the era of the
Reformation, and all the great national leaders, as Luther, Zwingle,
Calvin, Cranmer, and Knox, were distinctively Augustinian, and were
rooted in predestination. The most moral people of all history, the
Puritans, Pietists, Huguenots, Reformed Dutch of Holland and Germans
of the Palatinate, and the Scotch and the Scotch-Irish of Ulster and
the United States, were all Calvinists. Calvin, William of Orange,
Cromwell, and the Presbyterian and Congregational founders of the
government of the United States, and all the great creators of modern
civil liberty, were Calvinists. All modern provision for universal
education sprang~ from the Scotch parochial school and the New
England college. The_patriots, free-state makers, martyrs, missionaries of ·all the modern era, have been, in nine hundred and ninety-nine
parts out of the thousand, distinctively Calvinist. This history is
glorious and secure past all contradiction. It is natural also-a
natural outgrowth of consequences out of principles. Predestination
exalts God, and abases man before God. It makes all men low before
God, but high and strong before kings. It founds on a basis of eternal
rock one absolute Sovereign, to whose will there is no limit, but it
levels all other sovereigns in the dust. It renders Christ great, and
the believing sinner infinitely secure in Him. It establishes the highest
conceivable standard of righteousness, and secures the operation of
the most effective motives to obedience. It extinguishes fear, it makes
victory certain, it inspires with enthusiasm, it makes both the heart
and the arm strong. The Ironsides of Cromwell made the decree
of predestination their base. Hence they never lost a battle, and
always began the swelling chorus of victory from the first moment
that the ranks were formed. The man to whom in all the universe
there is no God is an atheist. The man to whom God is distant,
and to whom the influence of God is vague and uncertain, is an
Arminian. But he who altogether lives and moves and has all his
being in the imminent Jehovah is a Calvinist.-" Evangelical Theology,"
by Professor A. A. Hodge, D.D., of Princeton. Pp. 137, 138.)
6
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A LETTER BY LADY POWERSCOURT.
(FROM A KIND CORRESPONDENT.)

" Who healeth all thy diseases."
My DEAR FRIEND,-I do not know where you are, but I think you
must imagine I have bid farewell to everything below, so long have
I been answering your letters; but there is One you may write to,
Who will be sure to answer immediately. Our life should be, I
conceive, a continual interchange of care for peace. . . .
Oh, reality, reality, how immense all before us, yet how we shrink
from apprehended evil, though we know Him too well to take a single
want out of His hand. His will, nothing but His will. . . .
We have a wonderful advertisement of a Physician, from the Spirit
of truth, " Who healeth all thy diseases." We who know something of
the plague of a human heart can understand in a measure how great
the undertaking. He says, Himself, "Come unto Me, all ye that
labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." He must have
foreseen every weight His people ever should be burthened with when
He undertakes to give rest to all: and truly He does, for He Himself
carried all our sicknesses. Can He heal hearts wounded with guilt
and care-wounded with rebellious murmuring at His dispensations,
and coveting what He has withheld; delighting in broken cisterns,
as though they were the fountain of living water ~ Can He heal
hearts of wandering and distracted maniacs, ever engaged in taking
poison ~ Can He heal the bruises of our falls, the dislocations of our
backslidings, wounds corrupt through foolishness ~
It is written, " Who healeth all thy diseases." It made little difference in the days of His flesh what the disease was that was brought
to Him; palsied, maimed, blind, deaf, possessed, dying, dead. Then
let us come in the simplicity of sickness, in the helplessness of want;
to trust is to be healed, to touch the hem of His garment is to be
whole; but let us keep touching Him, for virtue is ever coIning from
Him. He waits to apply all the virtue of heaven's dispensary to
our case, whatever it be, He is master of that disease; we have all
His promise, all His skill, all His power, all His love. His skill is
infinite, His compassion boundless. Though ascended to heaven, He
left His heart on earth; He gives us all His attention, as if there
was none else to think of on earth. He requires but one thing-to
take all He has prescribed, bitter, as well as sweet.
Dear friend, let us put a blank into His hand for time and for everything, confident that with Him He has freely given us all things. Is
there one thing we would keep back ~ Let that be just the thing to
comInit with most anxiety. We need the substance of things hoped
for to be put into the scale of judgment and conscience, against the
things of time; then, as surely as substance outweighs shadow, so
surely must we judge of things accurately, till all our sorrows shall
be left behind; and from the Jerusalem above, we shall be able to
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trace His hand leading us by ways we know not, to the manifesting
and magnifying of His faithfulness and grace. Then shall we see
how contemptible were all our fears when Omniscience, which foresaw,
Omnipresence that prevented, and Omnipotence that laughed them
to scorn, were on our side.
Let us get acquainted with our Physician; let us take lodgings
in His neighbourhood; let us see Him every day; let us hide nothing,
but open to Him our whole case, and say as David when under His
care, " Let us hear what God the Lord will say to me"; and let us
venture on His testimony, Who declares Him to be our peace, for
" He forgiveth all our sins, and healeth all our diseases." Mr. Howell
said one day, speaking of this beloved Physician, Where was Jesus
educated ~ Where did He graduate ~ He was educated in the lazarhouse of human suffering and He took His degree in the infirmary of
the human heart. Whenever He visits a patient, He says, this sickness
is not unto death. He is not only the Physician, but He is also the
medicine of the soul. History tells us of a Queen who, when hel
husband was wounded by a poisonous arrow, extracted the venom
with her own lips at the risk of her life. Our Physician has done
more, He has extracted the poison of sin, which the bite of the serpent
infused into our constitution, at the expense of His life. He has
carried all His human sympathies into heaven, and He never ceases
to exercise them. We can sometimes look back upon a scene of
suffering or of trial which was exquisitely painful at the time, but there
was no diminution of sympathy in the breast of our Physician. The
trial was appointed or permitted in love, and we shall soon see that
it formed part of a merciful design which was superintended and
tempered by the Physician Himself.
Dear friend, how well you know Him, since He is just suited to our
need. Have we not cause to glory in our need then ~ Nor can I
wish anything for you but that you should be exactly in the state
this letter shall find you, for" He performeth that which is appointed"
for you. He Who appointed life and glory to be the end, has also
appointed this condition, that affiic1!ion, for the way. He has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He may
have the pre-eminence in all things; therefore He makes all things
work together for our good. For He is of one mind, and who shall
turn Him ~ What His soul desires, that He does; therefore we know
we shall be like Him when He shall appear. If you are in darkness,
light is sown for you; you are still on the way to perfection, learning
not to make idols of your feelings, treading in His steps, Who was
made perfect by suffering and Who never travelled with such velocity
as when He cried out, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me ~ "
I long to hear from you again.
Believe me, my very dear friend,
Truly affectionately yours,

T. A. P.
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CHRIST AND THE OLD TESTAMENT.
By

THE

LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

THIS is a point of great importance, and one about which great errors
prevail. Our Lord clears up the point in one striking sentence. He
says, " Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil." These are remarkable
words. They were deeply important when spoken, as satisfying the
natural anxiety of the Jews on the point. They will be deeply important as long as the world stands, as a testimony that the religion of the
Old and New Testaments is one harmonious whole.
The Lord Jesus came to fulfil the predictions of the prophets, who
had long foretold that a Saviour would one day appear. He came
to fulfil the ceremonial law, by becoming the great Sacrifice for sin,
to which all the Mosaic offerings had ever pointed. He came to fulfil
the moral law, by yielding to it a perfect obedience, which we could
never have yielded, and by paying the penalty for our breach of it
with His atoning blood, which we could never have paid. In all
these ways He exalted the law of God, and made its importance more
evident even than it had been before. In a word, "He magnified
the law and made it honourable" (Isa. xlii. 21).
There are deep lessons of wisdom to be learned from these words
of our Lord about" the law and the prophets." Let us consider
them well, and lay them up in our hearts.
For one thing, let us beware of despising the Old Testament, under
any pretence whatever. Let us never listen to those who bid us
throw it aside as an obsolete, antiquated, useless book. The religion
of the Old Testament is the germ of Christianity. The Old Testament
is the Gospel in the bud; the New Testament is the Gospel in full
flower. The Old Testament is the Gospel in the blade; the New
Testament is the Gospel in full ear. The saints in the Old Testament
saw many things through a glass darkly; but they all looked by faith
to the same Saviour and were led by the same Spirit as ourselves.
These are no light matters. Mucli infidelity begins with an ignorant
contempt of the Old Testament.
For another thing, let us beware of despising the law of the Ten
Commandments. Let us not suppose for a moment that it is set
aside by the Gospel, or that Christians have nothing to do with it.
The coming of Christ did not alter the position of the Ten Commandments one hair's-breadth. If anything, it exalted and raised their
authority (Rom. iii. 21). The law of the Ten Commandments is
God's eternal measure of right and wrong. By it is the knowledge
of sin. By it the Spirit shows men their need of Christ, and drives
them to Him. To it Christ refers His people as their rule and guide
for holy living. In its right place it is just as important as "the
glorious Gospel." It cannot save us; we cannot be justified by it;
but never, never let us despise it. It is a symptom of an ignorant
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ministry, and an unhealthy state of religion, when the law is lightly
esteemed. The true Christian " delights in the law of God" (Rom.
vii. 22).-Expository Thoughts on Matthew, pp. 37, 38.

THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE.
To understand the Scriptures aright, we have no occasion to go beyond
the limit of the Scriptures themselves. The same passage of revealed
truth which tells us of the authority of Holy Scripture, tells us also
of its sufficiency. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). Thus, nothing
can be needed by the man of God, in order that he should be " throughly
furnished," beyond the inspired writings contained in the Bible. We
have, then, no necessity to go out of the Scripture itself, in order to
gain information as to those things of which we read in Scripture.
We may find many things which are interesting as bearing upon
Scripture, but still whatever God looks upon as needful for the establishment of the souls of His people, and for their spiritual intelligence
in His truth, is to be found within the limits of His Scripture. History
is not revelation; and we are nowhere commanded to search history
to learn the truths found in God's Word; although it may be owned
most freely that God's Word sheds a light upon the things which
man has written as history, and that many lessons may be learned
from seeing how different are the thoughts of God and of man about
the same events.-Vr. S. P. Tregelles, " On Daniel," pp. 11, 12.
-

DANCING DURING AN AIR RAID.
AIR raids were resumed in London on Friday night, December 27th,
last.
_
The Daily Telegraph says: "Dancers at a Christmas party in the
basement shelter of a big building continued dancing when a high
explosive fell in the street a few yards away. One of them said: 'The
lights flickered, and there was the crash of glass, but the band went on
playing, and everyone went on dancing. The room was filled with
dust, and the floor shook, but no one even got out of step.' "
We believe mixed dancing is an encouragement to the lusts of the
flesh. How solemn to think of such an exercise being continued when
the dancers knew that they were, humanly speaking, on the brink of
death-a death, too, which would certainly issue in either heaven or
hell. Thus tightly does Satan keep those whom he deceives from
realizing the solemnity of death. God is speaking loudly to us by
the terrible havoc caused by the falling of bombs, and yet how few
have ears to hear His voice.
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THE NINE 1

" IT's time the missionary box was took in, Lil."
" So it is, Annie; any time this month, it says on the label."
" Well, aren't you going to sit with Mary and Lou to-morrow 1
I could come along with you, and while you're in there, I'll run round
to Miss Howard's with the box."
" That's what we'll do then," said Lil. The speakers were sisters,
both tall fine women, well over sixty. In their house the missionary
box had an honoured place, for all the Browns had been brought up in
the fear of God, and counted it a pleasure as well as a duty, to do what
they could towards spreading the Word of God in heathen countries.
So the next day saw the Miss Browns setting out together about
tea-time, before they could be overtaken by the darkness of the unlit
night; Annie carrying a heavy little package, neatly wrapped up with
paper and string, which was the missionary box. As soon as they left
their house, they came upon unmistakable signs of the enemy's work;
for everywhere shops and houses had lost their windows. The sisters
noted it all in silence, for it was already a familiar sight. But at the
top of Mildred Street they paused. On that spot there had been a
house well-known to them, a cosy little home, where a friend was always
ready with a warm welcome. Many pleasant hours the Browns had
passed with Mrs. Hargraves. And now it was gone; there was
nothing but a large crater and a mass of rubble to mark the place where
Mrs. Hargraves used to live. It was impossible to hasten by without
a thought; and the Browns stood and gazed sorrowfully. Suddenly
Annie burst out: "0, Lil! what a lot we've got to be thankful for! "
" So we have, Annie-a lot to be thankful for," responded Lil warmly.
" Well, look here, I'm going to put some more in the box," said Annie.
It was rather awkward, standing there in the midst of the street,
fumbling to undo the parcel; for Annie had done it up herself, and
made sure that the knots were firm and tight. As Lil said to me, when
later on she told me about it, " I was bound to laugh at Annie; she
did look so funny!" But at last the thankful Annie succeeded;
half-a-crown dropped in with a satisfactory ring, the paper was put
right, and the knots safely tied again.
I sometimes think it might be just as well when I have told you my
true story (and every one of them is true), to leave you to find out for
yourself the lesson that may be drawn from it. For the moral of this
tale must be plain to the youngest: that we ought to be thankful, and
show it, not only with our lips, but also in our lives. The Lord Jesus
Himself taught us this duty when He healed ten lepers, and only one
of them came back to thank Him. " Were there not ten cleansed 1 "
said the Lord; "but where are the nine?" All through the Bible we
are told many times over to praise the Lord, to bless His holy Name,
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to give thanks, to enter into His gates with thanksgiving, to be thankful unto Him, to give thanks always for all things to God and the Father
in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. You see, there is so much to
be thankful for; we ~we everything that we have to our God-life,
and health, and home, and food, and clothing. It is not easy to
realize this; in our prosperity we are apt to take all our good things
for granted, and to say, " We shall never be moved." It seems to take
nothing less than this dreadful war to make people see that they ought
to be thankful that their lives are spared from a violent end, that they
have food to eat, clothes to wear, and a roof to shelter them. But so
it is. Thankfulness does not come naturally to us, any more than other
good things; it comes down with every good gift from the Father of
lights. Perhaps we should pray more for a thankful spirit.
All the world owes thanks to God for His many mercies in creating
and preserving; but there is far more cause for thanksgiving among
His own particular family. "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift! " said Paul. What was it that He gave 1 His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord; the Lord Jesus came to save the sinners upon whom He
had set His love, at the e;Kpense of His own life. He bore the punish c
ment of their sins, that they might live through Him.
It is because the Lord Himself is the portion of His people that they
can still go on being thankful, though they lose all the earthly blessings, such as I mentioned at first. Our world may be involved in the
horrors of war; but we look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
..iwelleth righteousness, where war and oppression, and cruelty, <l.lld
injustice will be no more, where men may dwell safely, with none to
make them afraid. Our lovely country may be beset by ruthless
enemies; but we desire a better country, that is a heavenly, where
peace and freedom will reign unthreatened. Our beautiful cities may
be laid waste; but we look for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. Our lives may be taken; but our Saviour
Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and brought life and immortality
to light. Our bodies may be maimed; but we look for the Saviour,
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body. We may lose all our belongings; but our treasure is
laid up in heaven, never to be touched by enemy action!
" Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of my salvation! '
"Exult, 0 dust and ashes,
The Lord shall be thy part ;
His only, His for ever,
Thou shalt be, and thou art!"
DAMARIS.

IF you say you are the chief of sinners, I answer that will be no hindrance
to your salvation. Indeed it will not, if you lay hold on Christ by
faith.- Whitefield.
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In fllemortam.
JOHN HUNT

LYNE.

PASSED TO HIS ETERNAL REST, ON DECEMBER 17TH, 1940.
(From a highly-esteemed reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

BORN in 1845, he spent the best of his ninety-five years in telling" the
overflowing grace of his beloved Lord." He had been both evangelist,
pastor, teacher, and in many ways a " help" in the Body of Christ.
As a grace-taught Biblical scholar of no mean attainments, he has been
secretary, editor, organizer in many good causes. His constant aim
has been to further the knowledge of the whole Word of God, taking
the original Hebrew and Greek words and bringing out their full
content in doctrine, experimental truth, prophecy, precept, and far
from least their evangelical message to the honour of the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace, Government, and Glory, the title of his
published addresses, was the theme of his whole ministry.
His birthplace was near the City of London, in Kingsland, and his
home a godly one. In tender years a sister took him to Sunday-school,
where at only four years of age he received his first conviction of sin
through an address at the" desk." As a youth he was employed in a
draper's establishment in Lisson Grove. He used to attend the
ministry of Mr. James Wells at the Surrey Tabernacle. In 1865 he
frequently walked from Chelsea to Greenwich to hear the expository
ministry of Dr. Adolph Saphir. It was the preaching and teaching
of William Lincoln that brought him liberty in Christ, and by him he
was baptized. In 1866 he met B. W. Newton, and found himself
being led along a similar line of truth to that unique Bible teacher.
For a while he became a schoolmaster, and ran his own school, and
at the same time made himself conversant with Hebrew, Latin, and
Greek; but the call of the Gospel ministry urged him into full-time
pastoral services, which he began ~ith a very successful mission in
Trowbridge in 1865.
From that year until 1933 he held ten pastorates: Broadhemston,
Devon, 1866-68; Exeter, "Zoar," 1868-70; Woolwich, "Enon,"
1871-74; Stratford (Gurney Road), 1875-89; New Cross Gate,
"Zion," 1890-92; Dacre Park, Lee, 1893-8; Beccles Memorial
Chapel, 1900-8; Rushdon," Succoth," 1908--13; and lastly at Bethnal
Green, "Rope" Chapel, from 1914-33.
His secretarial gifts were exercised in connection with the magazine,
The Gospel Herald, over many years; with the Strict Baptist Mission,
1897-99, and to the Scripture Research Society, until in 1918 he gave
up in favour of the launching of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.
The doctrines of free and sovereign grace, a robust Protestantism, and
a strong emphasis on the hope of our Lord's return, characterized his
ministry.
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The warmth of his missionary zeal led him to organize in 1925 the
London Chinese Evangelical Mission, and the purchase of its mission
house in Pennyfields. Later he became chairman of the Bible Spreading Union, and ever maintained a keen interest in the Hebrew Christian
Testimony to Israel, the Bible League, and the Protestant Evangelical
Mission.
As a writer and editor, his pen was prolific; articles appeared in
The Gospel Herald, The Bible League Quarterly, Watching and Waiting,
and other papers.
Useful tracts of his are: A Review of Daniel's Prophecies, Heavenly
Visions in Revelation iv. to v., Under Law to Ohrist, The Great Kenosis.
In 1928, his largest work-Grace, Government, and Glory-was
published.
The last twenty-one years of his life, as Chairman of the Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony, gave him the opportunity for furthering
the aim of his life, in a full exposition of Holy Scripture, and his
influence thereby has been world wide and incalculable. Many people
of all ages have been inspired to deeper Bible study.
His papers, sermons, and addresses have been delivered in many
parts of London and the country. His advice as Chairman of the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony Council has been invaluable, and
at the public meetings his ready answers to questions have proved
illuminating to many of God's children. As Co-editor of our Magazine,
Watching and Waiting, he has given great assistance, not least in a very
careful correction of proofs. What an amazingly clear script he wrote,
right up to the last!
His beloved wife and life partner was called home in 1930, after
sixty-two years' companionship. In the following summer, with one
of his daughters, he travelled to Canada and U.S.A., from Atlantic to
Pacific, to see some of his children and grandchildren. In the course
of his journey he preached, as opportunity offered, and furthered the
interests of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, all this in his
eighty-fifth year.
The giving up of his last pastorate,.in 1933, was by no means the
end of his ministry; up to the last he was" out" on Lord's days as
frequently as possible. He presided at our last Sovereign Grace
Advent Testimony Council, and our last meeting at Caxton Hall, and
that with energy and unction.
Some of us will always associate Mr. Lynn with the singing of Dr.
Isaac Watts' beautiful hymn :"I love the windows of Thy grace,
Through which my Lord is seen,
And long to meet my Saviour's face,
Without a glass between.
"0 that the happy hour were come,
To crown my faith with sight !
I shall behold my Lord at home
In a Diviner light.
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"Haste, my Beloved, and remove
These interposing days ;
Then shall my passions all be love,
And all my powers be praise."

[We are glad to print this loving and informative tribute to the
memory of the late Pastor J. H. Lynn, whom we greatly esteemed
and loved in the Lord. How beautiful to be assured that he now sees
His Saviour's face !-Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.]
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tJrotuuant 15tacon.
PROTESTANTISM:

THE

POLAR

STAR

OF

ENGLAND.

(This article was published in pamphlet form in the year 1845. It
formed the Preface to the Rev. George Oroly's work on " Prophecy."
Its teaching that national prosperity is connected with the fostering of
Protestantism, and that national adversity is associated with national
encouragement of Romanism, is needed just as much now as in the
year 1845. We commend the article to our readers.-Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

THERE is the strongest reason for believing, that as Judrea was chosen
for the especial guardianship of the original Revelation, so has England
been chosen for the especial guardianship of Christianity.
The original Revelation declared the one true God; Paganism was
its corruption, by substituting many false gods for the true. The
second Revelation, Christianity, declared the one true Mediator;
Popery was its corruption, by substituting many false mediators for the
true. Both Paganism and Popery adopted the same visible sign of
corruption, the worship of images.
The Jewish history opens to us a view of the acting of Providence
with a people appointed to the preservation of the faith of God. Every
tendency to receive the surrounding idolatries into a participation of
the honours of the true worship, every idolatrous touch was visited
with punishment, and that punishment not left to the remote working
of the corruption, but immediate, and by its directness, evidently
designed to make the nation feel the high importance of the trust,
and the final ruin that must follow its betrayal.
A glance at the British history since the Reformation must show
how closely this Providential system has been exemplified in England.
Every reign which attempted to bring back Popery, or even to give
it that share of power which could in any degree prejudice Protestantism, has been marked by signal misfortune. It is a striking circumstance, that almost every reign of this Popish tendency has been
followed by one purely Protestant; and, as if to make the source
of the national peril plain to all eyes, those alternate reigns have not
offered a stronger contrast in their principles than in their public
fortunes. Let the rank of England be what it !night under the
Protestant Sovereign, it always sank under the Popish: let its loss
of honour, or of power, be what it !night under the Popish Sovereign,
it always recovered under the Protestant, and more than recovered;
was distinguished by sudden success, public renovation, and increased
stability to the freedom and fortunes of the Empire.
Protestantism was first thoroughly established in England in the
reign of Elizabeth.
Mary had left a dilapidated kingdom; the nation worn out with
disaster and debt; the national arms disgraced; nothing in vigour
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but Popery. Elizabeth, at twenty-five, found her first steps surrounded
with the most extraordinary embarrassments; at home, the whole
strength of a party, including the chief names of the kingdom, hostile
to her succession and religion; in Scotland, a rival title, supported by
France; in Ireland, a perpetual rebellion, inflamed by Rome; on the
Continent, the force of Spain roused against her by the double stimulant
of ambition and bigotry, at a time when Spain commanded almost
the whole strength of Europe.
But the cause of Elizabeth was Protestantism: and in that sign she
conquered. She shivered the Spanish sword; she paralysed the
power of Rome; she gave freedom to the Dutch; she fought
the battle of the French Protestants; every eye of religious suffering
throughout Europe was fixed on this magnanimous woman. At home,
she elevated the habits and the heart of her people. She even drained
off the bitter waters of religious feud, and sowed in the vigorous soil,
which they had so long made unwholesome, the seeds of every principle
and institution that has since grown up into the strength ofthe Empire.
Bus her great work was the establishment of Protestantism. Like
the Jewish King she found the Ark of God without a shelter; and she
built for it the noblest temple in the world; she consecrated her
country into its temple.
She died in the fulness of years and honour; the great Queen of
Protestantism throughout the nations; in the memory of England, her
name and her reign alike immortal.
Charles I ascended a prosperous throne; England in peace, faction
feeble or extinct; the nation prospering in the full spirit of commerce
and manly adventure. No reign of an English king ever opened out
a longer or more undisturbed view of prosperity. But Charles betrayed
the sacred trust of Protestantism. He formed a Popish alliance, with
the full knowledge that it established a Popish dynasty. He lent
himself to the intrigues of the French minister stained with Protestant
blood; for his first armament was a fleet against the Huguenots. If
not a friend to Popery, he was madly regardless of its hazards to the
constitution. *
Ill-fortune suddenly gathered upon him. Distracted councils,
popular feuds met by alternate weakness and violence, the loss of the
national respect finally deepening into civil bloodshed, were the

* By the marriage contract with the Infanta, the royal children were to be
educated by their mother until they were ten years old. But France, determined on running no risk of their being Protestants, raised the term to
thirteen years. Even this was not enough; for Popery was afraid of
Protestant milk, and a clause was inserted, that the children should not be
suckled by Protestant nurses. The object of those stipulations was so
apparent, that Charles must have looked to a Popish succession; and the
stipulations were so perfectly sufficient for their purpose, that all his sons,
even to the last fragment of their line, were Roman Catholics. Even the
King's Protestantism was doubtful. Olivarez, the Spanish Minister, openly
declared that Charles, on the treaty of marriage with the Infanta, had pledged
himself to turn Roman Catholic.
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punishments of his betrayal of Protestantism. The sorrows and late
repentance of his prison hours painfully redeemed his memory.
Cromwell's was the sceptre of a broken kingdom. He found the
reputation and influence of England crushed; utter humiliation
abroad; at home, the exhaustion of the civil war; and furious partizanship still tearing the public strength in sunder.
In the high designs of Providence, the personal purity of the
instrument is not always regarded. The Jews were punished for their
idolatry by idolators, and restored by idolators. Whatever was in
the heart of the Protector, the policy of his government was Protestantism. His treasures and his arms were openly devoted to the Protestant
cause in France, in Italy, throughout the world. He was the first who
raised a public fund for the support of the Vaudois churches. He
sternly repelled the advances which Popery made to seduce him into
the path of the late king.
England was instantly lifted on her feet, as by the power of miracle.
All her battles were victories; France and Spain bowed before her.
All her adventures were conquests; she laid the foundation of her
colonial empire, and of that still more illustrious commercial empire,
to which the only limits in either space or time may be those of mankind. She was the most conspicuous power of Europe; growing year
by year in opulence, public knowledge, and foreign renown; until
Cromwell could almost realize the splendid improbability, that,
" Before he died, he would make the name of an Englishman as much
feared and honoured as ever was that of an ancient Roman."
Charles II came to an eminently prosperous throne. Abroad it held
the foremost rank, the fruit of the vigour of the Protectorate. At
home all faction had been forgotten in the general joy of the
Restoration.
But Charles was a concealed Roman Catholic. * He attempted to
introduce his religion; THE STAR OF ENGLAND was instantly
darkened; the Country and King alike became the scorn of the foreign
courts; the national honour was scandalized by mercenary subserviency to France; the national arms were humiliated by a disastrous
war with Holland; the capital was swept by the memorable inflictions
of pestilence and conflagration.
James II still more openly violated the national trust. He publicly
became a Roman Catholic. This filled the cup. The Stuarts were
cast out, they and their dynasty for ev,:r; that proud line of Kings
was sentenced to wither down into a monk, and that monk living on
the alms of England, a stipendiary and an exile.
.
William was called by Protestantism. He found the throne, as it
was always found at the close of a Popish reign, surrounded by a host
of difficulties; at home the Kingdom in a ferment; Popery, and its
ally Jacobitism, girding themselves for battle; fierce disturbance in
Scotland; open war in Ireland, with the late king at its head; abroad
• He had solemnly professed Popery on the eve of the Restoration.
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the French king domineering over Europe, and threatening invasion.
In the scale of nations England nothing!
But the principle of William's government was Protestantism; he
fought and legislated for it through life; and it was to him, as it had
been to all before him, strength and victory. He silenced English
faction; he crushed the Irish war; he then attacked the colossal
strength of France on its own shore. This. was the direct collision, not
so much of the two kingdoms as of the two faiths; the Protestant
champion stood in the field against the Popish persecutor. Before
that war closed, the fame of Louis was undone. England rose to the
highest military name. In a train of immortal victories, she defended
Protestantism throughout Europe, drove the enemy to his palace
gates, and before she sheathed the sword, broke the power of France
for a hundred years!
The Brunswick line were called to the throne on the sole title of
Protestantism. They were honourable men, and they kept their oaths
to the Religion of England. The country rose under each of those
Protestant Kings to a still higher rank; every trivial reverse compensated by some magnificent addition of honour and power, until. the
throne of England stands on a height from which it may look down
upon the world.
Yet in our immediate memory there was one remarkable interruption
of that progress; which, if the most total contrast to the periods
preceding and following can amount to proof, proves that every introd~ction of Popery into the Legislature will be visited as a public
crIme.
During the war with the French Republic, England had gone on
from triumph to triumph. The crimes of the Popish Continent had
delivered it over to be scourged by France; but the war of England
was naval; and in 1805, she consummated that war by the greatest
victory ever gained on the sea. * At one blow she extinguished the
navies of France and Spain. The death of her great Statesman at length
opened the door to a new administration. t They were men of
acknowledged ability, some, of the .highest; and all accustomed to
public affairs. But they came in under a pledge to the introduction
of Popery soon or late into the Legislature. They were emphatically
"The Roman Catholic Administration."
There never was in the memory of man so sudden a change from
triumph to disaster. Defeat pame upon them in every shape in which
it could assail a government; in war, finance, negotiation. All their
expeditions returned with disgrace. The British arms were tarnished
in the four quarters of the globe.t

* Trafalgar,

Oct., 1805.
t February, 1806.
t The retreat from Sweden, 1807.-Egypt invaded and evacuated, 1807.-

Whitelock sent out to Buenos Ayres, 1807.-Duckworth's repulse at Constantinople, 1807. All those operations had originated in 1806, excepting
Whitelock's, which was the final act of the ministry.
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And, as if to make defeat more conspicuous, they were baffled even
in that service in which the national feeling was to be the most deeply
hurt, and in which defeat seemed impossible. England saw with
astonishment her fleet disgraced before a barbarian without a ship on
the waters, and finally hunted out of his seas by the fire from batteries
crumbling under the discharge of their own cannon.
But the fair fame of the British Empire was not to be thus cheaply
wasted away. The ministry must perish; already condemned by
the voice of the country, it was to be its own executioner. It at length
made its promised attempt to bring Popery into the constitution.
A harmless measure* was proposed, notoriously but a cover for the
insults that were to follow. It was met with stern repulse; and, in
the midst of public indignation, perished the Popish ministry of one
month and one year.t
Their successors came in on the express title of resistance to Popery ;
they were emphatically" The Protestant Administration." They had
scarcely entered on office, when the whole scene of disaster brightened
up, and the deliverance of Europe was begun, with a vigour that never
relaxed, a combination of unexpected means and circumstances, an
effective and rapid success, that if a man had ventured to suppose
but a month before, he would have been laughed at as a visionary.
Of all countries, Spain, sluggish and accustomed to the yoke of France,
with all its old energies melted away in the vices of its government,
was the last that Europe could have looked to for defiance of the
universal conqueror.
But if ever the battle was fought by the shepherd's staff and sling
against the armed giant, it was then. England was summoned to
begin a new career of triumph. Irresistible on one element, she was
now to be led up step by step to the first place of glory on another;
and that Protestant ministry saw, what no human foresight could
have thought to see, Europe restored; the monarch of its monarchs a
prisoner in their hands; and the mighty fabric of the French atheistic
Empire, that was darkening and distending like an endless dungeon
over the earth, scattered with all its malignant pomps and ministers of
evil into air !
It is impossible to conceive that this regular interchange of punishment and preservation has been without a cause and a purpose.
Through almost three hundred years, through all varieties of public
circumstances, all changes of men, all shades of general polity, we
see one thing alone unchanged, the regular connexion of national

* The granting of commissions in the army to Roman Catholics. Mr.
Perceval opposed this, as only a pTeteaJt; he said, " It was not so much the
individual measure to which he objected, as the system of which it formed
a part, and which was growing every day. From the arguments that he
had heard, a man might be almost led to suppose that one religion was considered as good as another, and that the Reformation was only a measure
of political convenience."
t March, 1807.
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misfortune with the introduction of Popish influence, and of national
triumph with its exclusion.
It might be possible even to show, that, as the time for the great
trial of nations hurries on, England has become the subject of, if such
a phrase may be permitted, a still more sensitive vigilance; and that,
not to have sternly repelled the first temptation of the corrupt faith
has in our later day been punished as a crime.
This language is not used to give offence to the Roman Catholic.
His religion is reprobated; because it is his undoing, the veil that
darkens his understanding, the tyranny that forbids him the use of
his natural liberty of choice, the guilty corruption of Christianity that
shuts the Scriptures upon him, that forces him away from the worship
of that Being Who is to be worshipped alone in spirit and in truth; and
flings him down at the feet of priests, and images of the Virgin, and
the whole host of false and idolatrous mediatorship. But, for himself,
there can be but one feeling of the deepest anxiety, that he should
search the Scriptures; and, coming to that search without insolent
self-will, or sullen prejudice, or the haughty and negligent levity to
which their wisdom will never be disclosed, he should compare the
Gospel of God with the doctrines of Rome.
But, whatever may be the lot of those to whom error has been an
inheritance, woe be to the man and the people to whom it is an
adoption. If England, free above all nations, sustained amidst the
perils which have covered Europe before her eyes with burning and
slaughter, and enlightened by the fullest knowledge of Divine truth,
refuse fidelity to the compact by which those matcWess privileges have
been given, her condemnation will not be distant. But if she faithfully repel this deepest of all crimes, and refuse to place Popery side
by side with Christianity in the temple of the state, there may be no
bound to the sacred magnificence of her preservation. Even the
coming terrors and tribulations of the world may but augment her
glory; like the prophet in the mount, even in the midst of the thunderings and lightnings that appal the tribes of the earth, she may be led
up, only to the nearer vision of thE> Eternal Majesty; safe in the time
of the universal trial, and, when that time has past, to come forth from
the cloud, with the light of the Divine presence on her brow, and in
her hand the law for mankind!
Viewing in this faithful historical sketch what has been the unbroken
course of Providence with this higWy favoured country for near three
centuries past, nothing but the most wilful scepticism can doubt that
the patronage of Popery by the British people, or the British
Legislature, would be followed by some tremendous national infliction,
compelling us either to descend from the heights of prosperity and glory
on which we stand, and retrace our steps to misery and shame, or else
abandoning us to that final ruin which would leave England, like
Judrea, a fearful example of the despised long-suffering of God, and
the madness of closing our eyes on His bounties, His visitations, and
HIS PALPABLE WILL.

