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" Who comforteth us in alI our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4.

"BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN"

" Blessed are that they mourn: for they shall be comforted."
-Matthew 5 : 4.

WHEN at the beginning of the new year we began again the reading
of the Gospels, we were impressed with the words" Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be comforted." We had, of course, read
the words many times, but this time they remained with us and
were, we may truly say, constantly brought back to our mind, so
much so that we felt led to study them more closely and to pray
for that Divine" opening" of the understanding that we might truly
understand them.

Just at the same time there suddenly occurred, by bereavement,
the breaking up of two Christian friends' partnership of forty-two
years in life. The text then came again to our mind: "Blessed
are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted." What comfort
could be mentioned from Scripture? What was there to sustain
and cheer the afflicted partner left behind? We take it that the
reference is to Christians. It was to His disciples that the Lord
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Jesus was speaking: "And seeing the multitudes, He went up into
a mountain: and when He was set, His disciples came unto Him,
and He opened His mouth and taught them."

In so doing the Lord Jesus seems to have had in mind the passage
from Isaiah 61 which He found and read publicly in the synagogue
at Nazareth (Luke 4: 16-22) and of which He said, "This day is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears."

" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me;
Because the Lord hath anointed Me

to preach good tidings unto the meek;

He hath sent Me
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all that mourn;
to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,
to give them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."

-Isaiah 61 : 1-3.

LITERAL MOURNERS

First of all, we may take the words as applicable to Christian
literal mourners-a Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted."

Christians are no Stoics, indifferent to sorrow and suffering
they feel the parting, they have sorrow, but yet are not without
hope. They cannot put on tombstones the old pagan inscriptions:
"An eternal farewell "-" Farewell, farewell, farewell for ever! "
No! Their God is not a God of the dead, but of the living! So
they put on the tombstones: "Absent from the body, present with
the Lord "-" Redeemed with the precious blood of Christ"
"With Christ, which is far better "-" I know that my Redeemer
liveth "-" Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ."

What is the comfort given to the Christian mourner? A first
truth is that the departed Christian is "with the Lord "-" absent
from the body, present with the Lord." This is described as "very
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"

far better." The cheering words of the Lord Jesus to the penitent
brigand were: "Today thou shalt be with Me in paradise" (Luke
23 : 43). The Lord's final prayer on earth was: "Father, I will
that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am
that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me, for
Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world" (John 17 : 24).

It is this that the Rev. A. M. Toplady, author of "Rock of
Ages" (March, 1766) and for some months editor of The Gospe'l
Magazine (December 1755-June 1776), expressed in his lines which
are not so well known as they might well be :

Deathless principle, arise;
Soar thou native of the skies,
Pearl of price, by Jesus brought,
To His glorious likeness wrought,
Go, to shine before His throne;
Deck His mediatorial crown;
Go, His triumphs to adorn,
Made for God, to God return.

i

Lo, He beckons from on high!
Fearless to His presence fly;
Thine the merit of His blood,
Thine the righteousness of God.

There are other truths which help and comfort the Christian in
time of bereavement; but we give this one as very calculated with
God's blessing to enable a soul to rise above the sorrow of earth.

MOURNERS OVER SIN

We are inclined, however, to take the Lord's reference to be
rather to those who mourn over their sin. In the first " beatitude"
He said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit," i.e., happy are those who
have a humble opinion about themselves, who have learned by
divine grace that they have no righteousness of their own in which
to stand before a holy God, who rejoice in salvation by sovereign,
undeserved mercy, and who are ready to say:

Content and glad I'll ever be
To have salvation, Lord, from Thee,

E'en as a sinner poor:
I. nothing have, I nothing am,
My treasure's in the bleeding Lamb,

Both now and evermore.
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The more through grace myself I know

The more content I am to bow,
And sink beneath Thy cross.

To live by faith upon Thy blood,

To wait on Thee for every good,
And count my gain but loss!

William Batty, 1757.

The poor in spirit are those who are sensible of their spiritual con
dition "who see their poverty and want, freely .acknowledge it,
bewail it and mourn over it; are humbled for it, and are broken
under a sense of it; entertain low and mean thoughts of themselves;
seek after the true riches, both of grace and glory; and frankly
acknowledge that all they have, or hope to have, is owing to the
free grace of God" (Dr. Gill). Such are pronounced by the Lord
Jesus to be blessed or happy. .

We can view the second" Beatitude" in much the same way:
er Blessed are they that mou,rn: for they shall be comforted." They
mourn over their sins-" Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me,
so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs
of my head: therefore my heart faileth me " (Psalm 40: 12). They
cry, "Be pleased, 0 Lord, to deliver me: 0 Lord, make haste to
help me." They mourn over indwelling corruption, their sinful
nature; for, though born again in Christ and given a new heart,
yet the old nature still remains and harasses them. They would not
have it so- it is a grief and sorrow to them-they mourn over it,
and cry to God concerning it.

Jesus, the glorious Head of grace,
Knows every saint's peculiar case;
What sorrows by their souls are borne,

And how for sin they daily mourn.

He knows how deep their groanings are,
And what their secret sighs declare;
And for their comfort has expressed
That all such mourning saints are blest.

S. Medley (1738-1799).

In what way are such mourning souls comforted? They see and
feel, and are led to acknowledge, their real condition. They learn
by Divine grace not to trust in their own strength or righteousness.
They seek only the Refuge of sinners-the Lord Jesus Christ, who
said, " Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
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will give you rest" (Matthew 11: 28). They rest upon Him as
their only righteousness before God. They come to Him, who is able
to save them to the uttermost. They know that He is a " merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God" and also
" in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted (yet without sin)
-He is able to succour them that are tempted" (Hebrews 2 : 17-18).
They review their blessings in Him-redemption by His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins-their calling by grace-their justification in
Him-the indwelling of His Spirit-the comfort of the Scriptures
which make them wise unto salvation through faith in Christ and
which furnish them unto every good work.

On the last provision-that of the Holy Scriptures-the Rev.
Thomas Houghton, the late editor of The Gospel Magazine, wrote
very plainly: "The doctrines, the precepts, the promises of Scrip
ture are full of comfort for the Lord's people. But if our Bibles
are not daily and prayerfully read and pondered, they can afford no
comfort. Many of God's people suffer from discomfort, because the
Word which was written for their comfort is unduly crowded out by
other things. We need to meditate in that Word day and night.
We need to be able to say, '0 how I love Thy law! It is my
meditation all the day' (Psalm 119: 97) " (December, 1932).

MOURNERS OF AN ABSENT GOD

Again, the Lord's people often mourn in feelings of spiritual
desertion. They say with the Psalmist:

" Will the Lord cast off for ever?
And will He be favourable no more?
Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for evermore?
Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?"

(Psalm 77 : 7-9).

They say with John Fawcett :
Temptations everywhere annoy,

And sins and snares my peace destroy :
My earthly joys are from me torn,
And oft an absent God I mourn.

John Fawcett, 1782.

Sometimes the temporal afflictions, trials, and sorrows are so
heavy and accumulated that the tried soul is tempted to think along
with the Psalmist. But the Psalmist added "Selah! "-stop and
think. He added:
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And I said, This is my infirmity:

But I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High.
I will remember the words of the Lord:
Surely I will remember Thy wonders of old.
I will meditate also of all Thy work,
And talk of Thy doings. (Psalm 77 : 10-12).

It is the wisdom of the child of God to recall the wonders of
God's grace-His ~fernal covenant in His Son-that He gave His
only Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life-that He quickened us when we were dead'in
trespasses and sins-that in Christ His people are declared to be
foreknown, predestinated, called, justified, glorified (Romans 8 : 29
30). If God be for us, who can be against us? Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God's elect? Who is he that condemneth?
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Romans 8: 31-39).

o my distrustful heart,
How small thy faith appears!

But greater, Lord, Thou art
Than all my doubts and fears:

Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine.

D nchangeable His will,
Whatever be my frame;

His loving heart is still
Eternally the same:

My soul through many changes goes,
His love no variation knows.

Thou, Lord, wilt carry on,
And perfectly perform,

The work Thou hast begun
In me, a sinful worm:

'Midst all my fears, and sin, and woe,
Thy Spirit will not let me go.

"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted."
W.D.S.
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NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS

(Manchester, 1868)

cc Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be' comforted."
-Matt. 5: 4.

ON last Sunday morning I related to you a most interesting case
of a clergyman suffering under deep conviction of sin, or rather I
should say of unbelief; for, though unbelief is the chiefest of sins,
many people do not understand it so; and, when we say such or
such a person is labouring under deep convictions of sin, they fancy
we allude to compunction, or remorse of conscience for some gross
act of immorality. Such, however, is not the case in this instance:
the subject of my remarks has been one of the most moral and
amiable of beings. This makes the case the more interesting. Well,
during the past week I have had a most touching letter from him,
in which he candidly states the difficulties of his position.

Without reading the letter to you, I will condense the substance
of it, in the hope that it, together with my reply, may be of use to
some of you, and then I would discuss the following questions,
namely: First, when may we consider ourselves believers? Secondly,
are believers always faithful to their privileges? Thirdly, are the
most advanced believers above the reach of sin?

THE DIFFICULTIES STATED

The difficulties of the gentleman's position. First of all, he has a
dreadful fear lest his convictions should prove to be head-work and
not heart-work.

Secondly, though he has the fullest confidence in the atonement
satisfying for all his sins, he does not find that complete change of
life within him to warrant him in saying he has had a victory over
the world, the flesh, and the devil.

Thirdly, though he believes" there is now no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus," all his hopes are dashed by the
following clause of the verse, "Who walk not after the flesh," etc.

Fourthly, Matt. 7, he conceives, intimates that faith in Christ is
accompanied by such a holy life as he never can attain to.

Fifthly, the moment he gets a word of encouragement from the
Epistles, he meets with the word "if," and then all is blank and
dark again.
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MR. PARKS' REPLY

Such is an outline of this case, and I for one regard it with much
hope. I think, too, that my aged brethren in the Lord will be
inclined to regard it in a similar light.

1. Here we have distrust of self, fear lest the thing should not be
genuine. Did a hypocrite ever fear anything of the kind? Never!
The hypocrite invariably jumps to conclusions. It is all joy, all
peace, all delight, just like the stony-ground hearers. But here is
fear, lest he may be deceived. Oh, I cannot but hail with pleasure
this mark!

2. We have the fullest confidence in the atonement as all-suffi
cient for sin; that itself is a blessed sign. And then we have him
looking within for a complete change of life. How like the young
convert, is not it? Dear brethren, in our first beginnings in Christian
life, we expect wonders, such as will never be realised; we expect to
be like angels, pure and spotless. We do not know then that our old
Adam nature is unchanged, and ever will be, and that our troubles
in this life are to emanate from that nature struggling against grace.
As our friend advances in the Christian life, he will find this out.

3. He believes there is no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus, but, being young in the way, he is but a poor inter
preter of Scripture, and fancies that the second clause of Rom. 8: 1,
is a condition that is to be fulfilled by him if he would remain in
Christ Jesus. Oh, how like is this to my own impressions long ago!
I used to read the first clause with delight, but the second used to
dash all my pleasure. Now, as I have many a time explained this
passage to you, the second clause is not a condition, but an ex
planation of what it is to be in Christ Jesus. They who are in
Christ. Jesus do not walk after the flesh either in spirituals or
naturals. They have flung aside their fleshly notions of saving
themselves, and adopted the spiritual plan. Neither do they hanker
after, as they used to do, carnal things, but their delight is in
spiritual things. I regard this very mistake of our friend as a good
sign, for it shows he reads his Bible and thinks.

4. We have his bewilderment about Matt. 7, and the whole of
Christ's sermon on the mount. In replying to this portion of his
letter, I said to him, "I am so thankful to learn that this sermon
has brought you in guilty before God. What thousands of pro
fessors have read it, and never understood it; and, what is worse,
never had the honesty to confess that they did not observe its
precepts.

Our friend, you see, has but imperfect conceptions of God's plan of
salvation. He does not yet see the beauties and glories of free
grace, and of Christ's finished work. He has not yet the spiritual
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acumen to detect the key that unlocks all the difficulties of that
sermon. It is in chap. 7: 20: "Except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter in to the kingdom of heaven." What is that righteous
ness that exceeds? The righteousness of God, of course, wrought out
by Christ Jesus. Here, again, we have a good sign in the mental
workings of our friend. In some time to come, he will be able to
understand Paul in Rom. 7, and see that the law is spiritual, but he
himself is carnal; and to will is present with him, but how to
perform that which is good he finds not.

5. Again, we find the little conjunction" if " a stone of stumbling
in our friend's way. And has it not been so to everyone of us in
days past? "The moment I get a little encouragement from the
epistles," says he, "I meet with the word 'if,' and then all my
peace is dashed again." How like a genuine case! "If," you know,
implies a condition, and conditions are awful things for a poor
helpless sinner's salvation to depend upon. We must interpret these
" ifs" thus. Either the original word may be translated "since,"
and then all difficulty vanishes; or as "ifs" of evidence, but not
of condition. By which I mean, as the epistles were written to
visible churches, in which doubtless there were many formalists and
hypocrites, these "ifs" were inserted here and there to test who
was not a recipient of grace. The" if" does not imply that our
salvation depends upon something we do, or shall continue do;
but upon the evidences of certain graces within us. As much as
say, "If we have grace within us, we may conclude we shall be
saved." If we have not, we have no right to suppose we shall be
saved.

Such, brethren, was the substance of my reply to our friend. J
humbly pray God to bless it to the comfort and enlightenment of
his soul; and also that the repetition of it may not be altogether
unprofitable to you. I have great hopes of this case.

THREE QUESTIONS

I now come briefly to discuss the three interesting questions which
this case has suggested, viz. :-

First, when may we consider ourselves believers?

Secondly, is a believer always faithful to his privileges?

Thirdly, is the most advanced believer secured from sin?

First, some fancy that none are believers but those who have
received Gospel truths with clearness and power. I think, indeed
I am certain, this is a great mistake. There are and have been
'thousands of quickened souls very ignorant of some of the great
truths of the Gospel, which are meat and drink to you and me.



58 The Gospel Magazine

They never had the opportunity of being taught them. What did
the dying thief, for instance, know about· the theory of electing
love, though he was the subject of discriminating grace? What did
he know about the theory of the Holy Spirit's quickening power,
though he was the subject of it? What did he know about the
theory of God's purpose of saving His people from all eternity,
though he must have been an object of God's love from before the
world began. There is no evidence to show that he knew anything
of these things in his understanding, and yet he was a believer in
Christ Jesus. Divine life and light were darted into his soul in a
moment, by whom he knew not, or did not inquire, and that man
was taken to paradise, to learn, for the first time, most likely, what
you and I have been taught for a great part of our lives. Is it
impossible, then, that such cases occur now, or have occurred often
before and since that time? Surely not. Then we come to the
conclusion that it is quite possible to be a believer without receiving
the great truths of the Gospel with clearness and power. But mark
you, I am speaking of those who have never had the chance of
learning, not of those who have had, and have deliberately kicked
against them to the last. Besides, the apostle to the Ephesians draws
a distinction between belief and sealing (Eph. 1 : 13), by which it is
manifest that it does not require reception of the great truths of the
Gospel in clearness and power in order to be a believer. No, my
dear hearers, let me hope some of you are as much believers as
myself, though you have not been as deeply and as clearly taught.
I make no question about it, that the gentleman whose case we have
been considering is a believer as well as I.

Our text speaks volumes upon the point. "Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Matt. 5: 4). Who is a
mourner amongst you? I mean a mourner in Zion-one who
mourns over his darkness and deadness, his ingratitude and sin?
You are a believer to all intents and purp9ses. "The more I read
the Scriptures, the more I am convinced that desires rather than
attainments are the tests by which God's people are to be tried"
(Newton). Matt. 5 : 3, 9; Luke 18: 12, 13; 1 Peter 2 : 7.

It may be worth while to observe that the Lord does not say in any
of the beatitudes that one character is more blessed than another.
He does not say either, Blessed are they that mourn, but. more
blessed are they that are comforted: but simply, "Blessed are they
that mourn." They that are comforted, I grant you, are more
happy; but their blessedness does not consist in their comfort. I
think this is a precious truth. Oh, what consolation for those who
do not always feel that warmth of heart or that glowing of love
which they would experience! Dear mourning children of God,
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you are as much believers,and blessed believers as any who rejoice
"with joy unspeakable and .full of glory."

Secondly, is a believer always faithful to- his privileges? ." Why
do you ask such a foolish question? " you say; "no man who knows
his own heart will dare say he has been ever faithful." I quite
agree with you. But I put the question for· two reasons: namely
(1) in order that our friend whose case we have been considering,
and you too, may be comforted during your mourning over your
shortcomings. And (2) in order to discover where that man (a
minister) is, who could declare in public the other day, "In none
of the eighty-three years of my life have I passed a melancholy
hour." Oh, what a terrible condition must that man be in: no
mourning, no sighing, no longing, no regret, no consciousness of sin
for eighty-three years! Verily, Paul was not this man's inferior;
and he was uselessly harassed with a thorn in the flesh that made
him so unhappy as to force him to the throne of grace in agony no
less than on three several occasions. God forbid that I could say
as that deluded preacher has said.

Thirdly, are the mo-st advanced saints at all times secured from
the prevailing power of sin? No, most certainly not, without the
special interference of God. Witness Moses, David, and Paul.
"Blessed are they that mourn: " for they are believers.

Poetry

SECURITY

A lot in Canaan shall be ours,
And in it we shall stand,

Though earth and hell with all their powers
Should form a hostile band.

For though the world should be a wreck
In one explosion dire,

The Lord Who guides of dust each speck
Will save from smell of fire.

The end will come; of that we know
By message of God's Word;

Till then we would with patience sliow
That we God's voice have heard.
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The God of Israel will give
A portion unto all

Who for His truth will daily live
And hearken to His call.

Thus like a river is our peace,
Earth's woe we can endure,

Jehovah's mercies will not cease,
His covenant is sure.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

OUR PORTION

Tune: Nun Danket.

T. PITTAWAY.

. THERE is a heavenly land,
The Lord's own land of Goshen,

Wherein His people dwell,
His faithful and His chosen.

And nothing that defiles
Can enter that domain,

For sin and Satan's wiles
Give place to Christ's glad reign.

Now in this present world
No ill can touch the spirit

Of those who live in Christ
And His sweet peace inherit.

Of sorrow they have share
And feel the chastening rod,

Yet is the prospect fair
For those who walk with God.

Today with Jesus Christ
On high we may be seated,
For all His work for us
Was long ago completed.

In faith we now may rise
Above all sordid care,

Our home is in the skies
And soon we shall be there.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PITrAWAY.
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PROTESTANT BEACON

A GREAT SCOTCH COVENANTER

ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 1583-1646

61

THOSE events which have rendered the seventeenth century so
famous in the history of Britain, aroused and raised up men of the
most eminent talents in the northern, as well as the southern part
of our island. Scotland could at that time speak of those raised up
of God, inferior to those of no other nation, of ministers of the
gospel of grace, distinguished for godly learning and piety, and who
counted nothing dear to them provided that they might advance
the kingdom of Christ and secure their religious privileges and
liberties. Among such men of God the subject of this brief memoir
held a conspicuous place, and the important services which he per
formed give a high interest to his character and the details of his
life. The resolute determination of John Knox to have the church
of the reformation set on a sure basis and the steadfastness with
which he pursued his purpose, gives him a unique place. The
courage of Andrew Melville, who in like manner feared neither
king nor man, made him a pillar of strength at a critical period in
the struggles of the church. And when the Second Reformation
movement was set up, ALEXANDER HENDERSON was the leader raised
up of God to be a faithful and wise counsellor at such a time.

Alexander Henderson was born at or near the village of Luthrie,
in the parish of Creich, Fifeshire, sometime during the year 1583.
At the age of sixteen he matriculated at St. Salvator's College,
St. Andrews. He acted as regent of philosophy until 1611. During
this period he finished his divinity course.

I.-HIS FIRST APPOINTMENT

His early ecclesiastical sympathies were on the side of episcopacy,
and violently anti-Presbyterian. Between the 17th December, 1613
and the 26th January, 1614, he was presented to the parish of
Lauchars, a quiet country village lying six miles to the north-east
of St. Andrews. He was the nominee of Archbishop Gladstone,
which nomination was opposed by the parishioners and, when the
day of his institution arrived, Henderson and his friends found the
door securely nailed against them. Those who had to take part
had to secure entrance to the church by the window.

When a sober people express such violent symptoms of dis
satisfaction with a minister there is reason to conclude that there
is something wrong with the minister, or the manner of his intro
duction to them. In this instance there were both. For Henderson
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at that time was known to be a defender of those corruptions to
which the great body of people in Scotland were averse, but dis
covered little or no regard to the spiritual interests of the flock
upon whom he had obtruded-a most unhappy connection, which
it is probable would only have continued until his interest had
procured him a change to a better living, had not every ground of
dissatisfaction between him and his people been removed, and a
foundation of lasting comfort between them laid, in the merciful
ordination of God. .

Mr. Henderson had not continued long at Lauchars when an
important change was effected upon the state of his mind, a change
having its origin in heaven, and being directed therefrom.

n.-EFFECT OF TIlE PREACHING OF ROBERT BRUCE OF KINNAIRD

About this time that truly great man, Mr. Robert Bruce (who
had been banished from Edinburgh for refusing to comply with a
mandate from the court, and was driven to and fro from one
part of the country to another, by the fears entertained by his
opposition to the measures of the court and bishops) had obtained
liberty to return to Inverness, the place of his restraint. This
interval of freedom he improved by preaching at different places
to which he had access, and was followed by crowds, whom his
piety, his talents, and his sufferings, drew together to hear him.

Hearing of a communion in the neighbourhood at which Mr.
Bruce was expected to attend, Mr. Henderson, attracted. by his
fame or from some other motive, went thither secretly (yet known
and directed of God) and placed himself in a dark corner of the
church where he would remain most concealed. Mr. Bruce entered
the pulpit and read as his text, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he
that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber." Words so
descriptive of the character of the intruder, and so literally applic
able to the manner in which he entered upon his ministry at
Lauchars, went like "drawn swords" to the heart of Mr. Hender
son.' He who wished to conceal himself from all; felt that he was
naked and opened to the word of God; the secrets of, his heart
were made manifest, his conscience convicted, and, yielding to the
forces of divine truth, he worshipped Goe}, and going aWay, re
ported that God was of a truth in those whose ways who wete so
opposite to his own. In one word, the discourse of that powerful
preacher on this occasion was by divine blessing the means of Mr.
Henderson's conversion. Ever after, he retained a great affection
for his spiritual father, Mr. Bruce.

Mr. Henderson's change of heart, mind, and affections, soon
revealed itself in his conduct; in that he strove to promote the
edification of the flock under his charge, and to remove the offence
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which he had caused by the manner of his first entrance among
them. Let us hear himself speaking on this subject, in his address
to his brethren in the famous Assembly at Glasgow, more than
twenty years after .the period spoken of :

"There are divers among us that have no such warrant
for our entry to the ministry as were to be wished. Alas! how
many of us have rather sought the kirk; than the kirk sought
us. How many have rather gotten the kirk given to them
than they have been given to the kirk for the good thereof.
And yet there must be a great difference put between these
that have lived many years in an unlawful office without
warrant of God, and therefore must be abominable in the
sight of God, and those who in some respects have entered
unlawfully, and with an ill conscience, and afterwards have
come to see the evil of this, and to do what in them lies to
repair the injury. The one is like a marriage altogether
unlawful, and null in itself; the other is like a marriage in
some respects unlawful and inexpedient, but that may be
mended by the diligence and fidelity of the parties in doing
their duty afterwards: so should it be with us who entered
lately into the calling of the ministry. If there were any
faults or wrong steps in our entry (as who of us are free?)
acknowledge the Lord's calling of us if we have since got a
seal from Heaven of our ministry, and let us labour with
diligence and faithfulness in our office."

IlL-RESISTANCE TO RITUALISM OF ARCHBISHOP LAUD

The sinister figure of Laud now appears in the ecclesiastical
scene in both England and Scotland. In the latter country his
policy was to cause a conflagration which neither he, nor his royal
master, could quench. Charles, with the infatuated folly of others
of the Stuart line, thought he could bring a determined and free
people to his way of thinking, not only politically, but in eccles
iastical matters too. In so doing, both Laud and Charles lost their
positions in the church and state. Charles, in attempting to carry
out his policy, and aided by the evil genius of Laud, attempted to
displace Knox's Book of Discipline and Book of Common Order,
by the "Canons and Constitutions Ecclesiastical for the Govern
ment of the Church of Scotland." In 1637, the liturgy appeared,
and ushered in with the royal sanction and episcopal approval. It
was proclaimed throughout the land that all men should conform
to the new order, and each parish was to procure two copies, at
teast, of the book.

This caused a tremendous upheaval among the people. Three
great objections were made to it: (1) It .had been imposed with
the mere fiat of the king, without consent of General Assembly or
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Parliament. (2) It came from England; and (3) It was popish.
It was the last point which caused particular opposition. The
people might not fully understand the disputes about church policy,
but when they saw an issue between Protestantism and Popery,
opposing action was certain. On the 16th July, 1637, the order
arrived, directing- the introduction of the Prayer Book on the follow
ing Sabbath. The story of the riot, when an attempt was made to
read it in St. Giles', is well known as one of the dramatic episodes
in Scottish history, revealing- elements that neither Charles nor his
episcopal advisers could control. Henderson was also at the prime
of his powers, and stepped automatically into a place of leadership.
A tablet has been placed in St. Giles' Cathedral, recalling the inci
dent of Jenny Geddes, who, when Dean Hannay attempted to carry
out the commands of the king, Charles 1., to read Laud's liturgy,
flung her stool at his head. The tablet reads:

" Constant oral tradition affirms that near this spot a brave
Scotchwoman, Janet Geddes, on the 23rd of July, 1637, struck
the first blow in the great struggle for freedom and conscience,
which, after a conflict of half a century, ended in the estab
lishment of civil and religious liberty."

The Archbishop of St. Andrews gave a charge to Mr. Henderson,
in his diocese, to purchase two copies of the liturgy for the use of
his parish, within fifteen days. Mr. Henderson immediately went
to Edinburgh, and on the 23rd of August presented" a petition to the
Privy Council for himself and other brethren, stating their objec
tions, and praying for a suspension of the charge. Unto this peti
tion and others of a similar kind, providentially presented at about
the same time, the council returned a favourable answer, and trans
mitted to London an account of the aversion of the country to such
conformity.

As Mr. Henderson is now to be viewed in a different sense from
the retired one, in which he formerly acted, it may be helpful to
hear his own serious reflections upon the orderings of divine sover
eignty in this matter, made when he was in London, in the midst
of those deliberations to which an all-wise providence had gradually
conducted him.

:' When," says he, "from my sense of myself, and of my own
thoughts and ways, I begin to remember how men, who love to
live obscurely and in the shadow, are brought forth to light,
to the view and talking of the world; how men that love quiet
ness are made to stir, and to have a hand in public business;
how men that love soliloquies and contemplations are brought
upon debates and controversies; and generally, how men are
brought to act the things which they never determined, nor so
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much as dreamed of before-the words of the prophet .Jere
miah come to my remembrance, '0 Lord, I know that the
way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps.' Let no man think himself master of his own
actions or ways. 'When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself,
and walkedst whither thou wouldst, but when thou shalt be
old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.' "

IV.-MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (1638) AND A MEMBER

OF THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY (1643)

It was, however, in the famous Glasgow Assembly, which met in
that city on the 21st November, 1638, that Henderson was as a
strong pillar in the house of the Lord. When the Assembly rose
from its labours, Episcopacy, of the Laudian and Stuart type, were
pulled up root and branch. In a speech at this Assembly, in
reference to the power which the king claimed to control the church
by dissolving her Assemblies at pleasure, Henderson said: " So what
soever is ours we shall render it to his Majesty, even our lives,
liberties, and all; but for that which is God's and the liberties of His
House we do not think, neither will his Majesty's piety suffer him
to crave, neither may we grant them although he should crave it."
According to tradition (though this has been questioned), the last
sentence he uttered had an almost prophetic ring: "We have now
cast down the walls of Jericho; let him that rebuildeth them beware
of the curse of Hiel the Bethelite." These are, at all events, words
to which modern builders would do well to give heed.

The Westminster Assembly was composed of men of God, spiritual
giants. Dr. Briggs has said: "Looking at the Westminster Assembly
as a whole, it is safe to say that there never was a body of divines
who laboured more conscientiously, carefully and faithfully, and
produced more important documents, than that remarkably able
and pious body who sat for so many trying years in the Jerusalem
Chamber of Westminster Abbey."

The General Assembly, which met at Edinburgh on the 2nd
August, 1643, was rendered remarkable by the presence of Com
missioners from the Parliament of England, and the formation of
the celebrated Solemn League and Covenant. In the prospect of
the important discussions which would engage their attention, the
eyes of all were again turned to Mr. Henderson as moderator, and
he was the third time called to the chair. The General Assembly
renewed the appointment of their commission respecting the mem
bers to be sent from them to assist the Assembly of Divines sitting
in London, and Mr. Henderson was ordered to set out immediately,
in order to secure the ratification of the covenant. On the 30th
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August, 1643, Mr. Henderson set sail from Leith for London, In

company with other commissioners.

During the three followin~ years, Mr. Henderson remained at
London, and was unremittingly employed in assistin~ the Assembly
of Divines there in preparin~ the public formularies for the religious
union between the three kingdoms, which had been sworn in the
Solemn League.

V.-HIS DEATH (1646)

Returning from London, Mr. Henderson arrived at Newcastle
about the middle of May, 1646. He went to Scotland by sea, and
arrived at Edinburgh on the 11 th Au~ust, very sick and much ex
hausted. During eight days after this, he continued so weak that he
was able to discourse little. But he enjoyed ~reat peace of mind,
and expressed himself much to the comfort of Christian acquaint
ances who visited him.

In a confession of faith afterwards found among his papers,
written with his own hand, and expressed as his dying thou~hts,

among other mercies, he declares himself, "most of all obli~ed to
the grace and goodness of God, for calling him to believe the pro
mises of the Gospel, and for exalting him to be a preacher of them
to others, and to be a willing though weak instrument in this great
and wonderful work of reformation, which he beseecheth the Lord
to bring to a happy conclusion."

On the 19th of August, 1646, he rested from his labours, sick
ness, and sorrows, being mercifully taken away from seeing the
evils which were approaching, and the interruption which God in
His wise sovereignty was pleased to give to that work, in the pro
motion of which he had been so zealous and useful. His body was
interred in the Greyfriars churchyard.

As he had no family of his own, his nephew, Mr. George Hender-
son, had a monument erected over his grave with suitable inscrip- \
tions. After the Restoration, when every indignity was done to the
preceding work of Reformation and those who had been active in
promoting it, the king's commissioner procured an order of Parlia-
ment, in July 1662, for erasing the inscriptions, and disfiguring his
monument. But at the Revolution, justice was again done to his
memory, and the monument repaired and the inscriptions replaced.

F.e.
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LOUISE and her husband, Jacques, were working people, living some
way from Paris, and both of them strict Roman Catholics. About

Easter-time in 1865 a young man, apparently on a walking-tour,
knocked at the cottage door, and asked for a night's lodging. Louise
made the stranger welcome, and gave him a seat by the kitchen
fire while she prepared a meal.

The old woman was full of some recent trouble or perplexity, and
as she went to and fro, she chattered away about it to the guest.
He seemed to be a sympathetic listener, not saying much, but
letting Louise talk. But when she told him how earnestly she had
been praying to the Virgin Mary and to her patron saint, the
stranger said gently, "You should take all your burdens to the Lord
Jesus; He will listen to you, and it is only He who can relieve
you! "

How strange these words sounded to the old woman. She had
always been so devoted to the forms and ceremonies of the Roman
church. But lately her prayers to the Virgin had seemed useless
and vain, and the words of the young man came to a heart pre
pared by the Holy Spirit to receive them. Seeing Louise's intense
interest, the guest spoke to her of Jesus, and of the love which
made Him come into the world to save sinners. He told her of the
Saviour's death upon the cross, and of "peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ." The woman's heart was opened to receive
the good tidings of salvation; she believed and rejoiced. " Lord,
I believe; help Thou my unbe1ief," she cried with all her heart.

Before the young man left in the morning, Louise joyfully told
the good news. She fully expected that J acques too would receive
it with thankfulness and joy. But on him the words from Scripture
had quite a different effect. His conscience was aroused, he was
deeply convicted of sin, and he shrank in terror from the wrath
of God. It was very painful to his wife, especially as the wayfarer
could not stay to talk and reason, but must leave at once.
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Before he left, however, the guest told Louise and her husband
where they could buy a Bible, and after a week or two the man
undert00k the journey to the town and brought back a copy of
the Holy Scriptures. But meanwhile He who had begun a good
work in the heart of Jacques, had brought him fully out of dark
ness into light, and he saw that God could justly forgive him all
his sins because the Lord Jesus had made a full atonement for
them upon the cross.

Now the couple began to read and search the Scriptures. They
were so engrossed that they could scarcely find time for their meals.
There was no Protestant congregation within reach, so that they
could get no help from man; but the Holy Spirit guided them as
they studied the Word of God, and it was wonderful how they
grew in grace. Once only were they able to hear the gospel
preached, by a travelling pastor whose preaching tour took him
through a town near enough for the couple to journey to hear one
sermon.

Then about two years after their conversion, news reached the
pair of the Great Exhibition being held at Paris. They heard many
accounts of the wonders to be seen there; but what deeply interested
them was that in the " religious quarter" of the Exhibition a hall
had been opened by the English, where visitors could hear the
Scriptures read and explained every day. Paris was quite a way
off, but Jacques and Louise made up their minds to go. They
saved up a little store of money, and then set out to walk to Paris.
It took them four days to get there! but relations received them
into their own poor lodgings, and for nearly a week they spent
their whole time in the Salle Evangelique, attending every service
and meeting, and drinking in all that was taught them.

After almost a week, Jacques saw that the little money they had
would not hold out another day; they must return tomorrow. But
they had one great wish; it was to thank the English Christians
who had provided the hall and arranged the services. Evidently
the couple had not tried to make themselves known. They often
saw groups of English people, but never one alone, and they were
kept back by shyness. Then on the last day, a lady entered the
hall alone before a meeting. Louise felt sure she was English;
and taking her courage in both hands, she spoke to the lady, and
asked if she might speak freely to her. She met with such kind
encouragement that she told her new friend all the story, and of the
longing of their hearts to express their gratitude to the English!
The meeting interrupted the conversation, but afterwards Louise
eagerly brought her husband forward, and joyful words of thankful
ness were spoken. "What am I," said Jacques, "that th(' Lord



r
The Gospel Magadne p9

should have calIed me? How can I show forth His praises for His
great mercy?"

The hall emptied, and the husband and wife parted from their
English friend. They were to set off on their long four days' walk
the next day, and no more was ever' heard of them on earth. But
I am sure that the angels rejoiced over them in heaven, and that
long since the Lord whom they loved has taken them to be with
Him where He is, safe home in glory. Di\MARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 49.

The )Vhole: A three-worded command (2, 2, 8) to the Christians
. at Colosse.

1. How Paul described Luke.
.2. She said the serpent beguiled her.

3. John wrote to them, because they were strong.
4. How Baruch repaired a piece of the wall of Jerusalem.

5. Paul's home town.
6. Tool used to kill Sisera.
7. He was a coppersmith.
8. A wealthy man described as churlish and evil.

9. Caleb's brother.
10. Killed to celebrate the prodigal's return.

11. The land of Job.
12. Zenas was one.

SOLUTION OF No. 48.

The whole: Wilderness (Deut. 8: 2).

1. Water (John 4: 7).
2. Increase (Psa. 67 : 6).
3. Lilies of the field (Matt. 6 : 28).
4. Deserts (Luke 1 : 80).
5. Ears (Genesis 41 : 22, 23).

6. Rose (Isaiah 35 : 1).
7. Nuts (Gen. 43: 11).
8. Elim (Exod. 15 : 27).
9. Spices (Mark 16: 1).

10. Sycamore (Luke 19: 1-).
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"THE WHOLE FAMILY!"

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY

(Sheffield, 1887)

" Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named."
-Ephesians 3 : 15.

THESE words occur in one of St. Paul's remarkable prayers. They
were addressed to God the Father by him on behalf of his fellow
believing Gentiles at Ephesus. The whole prayer will well repay a
most thoughtful and careful perusal. When you read it, let me
request you to begin at the 14th verse, and go on to the end of the
19th verse. In the 20th and 21st verses, you have the Apostle's
magnificent ascription of praise and glory to God for His unbounded
'goodness, mercy, love, and grace to all the saints in Christ Jesus.

As to the words in our text, f( e.very family," they refer to the
" fatherhood" of God. But what "fatherhood," is the question?
Is it the "fatherhood" of angels, or men, of beasts, of fowls, of
fishes, of trees, of plants, or of creation in general? Truly, God,
as Creator and Preserver, is the Father of all. I think that we need
not trouble ourselves with a dissertation upon any of the creatures of
our heavenly Father beyond the' descendants of Adam naturally and
of Christ spiritually. These are the only two families in which I feel
particularly interested.

I shall now proceed to open our text, relying upon the Spirit of
God to guide me into a right understanding of His precious Word,
for Christ's sake. Let us consider:-

First, the family, f( The whole family."

Secondly, its distribution, "In heaven and earth."

Dr. Charles Bodge on Ephesians 3: 15;-
"The word (for family) is a collective term for the descendants of the

same father, immediate or remote. . .. The most important question here
is whether the Greek expression is to be rendered" every family" or " the
whole family."

In favour of the latter are the considerations that· the omission of the
article, which usage doubtless demands, is not unfrequent where either the
substantive has acquired the character of a proper name, or where the
context is so clear as to prevent a mistake.

And secondly, the sense is better suited to the context.. , Those who
are here contemplated as children are those who are by Jesus Christ brought
into this relation to God" (Commentary, 1870, pa!{e 125).
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Thirdly, "From Whom it is named "-" the whole family in
heaven and earth is named from the Father."

I.-THE WHOLE FAMILY

The idea in the word" family," is that of a household in its asso
ciations, management, and completeness. That part of the whole
family which is upon earth, is called, "the household of faith"
(Gal. 6: 10), " the household of God" (Eph. 2 : 19), and" the house
of God, which is the church of the living God" (l Tim. 3: 15).
I shall dwell chiefly upon this part of the household "of the whole
family," of which Christ is the Builder, Owner, and Overseer, and in
which God dwells, as His habitation through the Spirit.

There are several passages, to which I shall allude, and which I
shall partly quote, in order that you may see clearly what I mean
by the" family" of God here on earth. The language is figurative,
but a great spiritual truth is conveyed thereby. "Ye are the
household of God-a building fitly framed together-a holy temple
in the Lord-and a habitation of God (Eph. 2: 19-22). Again,
Christ "as a Son over His Own house; Whose house are we,"
that is, as I understand the words, all believers in Christ belong to
His household, or family (Heb. 3 : 6). Now this house is a spiritual
one, for it is built up of all those living stones, which can boast of
having a spiritual birth, of having tasted that the Lord is gracious,
and ofhaving come to rest upon Christ, as the only living foundation
of His people. "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual
house;' (1 Peter 2 : 5). I am sure that you will now quite under
stand my meaning as regards this part of the" family."

I must here say a few words about" the whole family": It was
once in a state of holy innocency, then in a state of miserable ruin,
now in a state of gracious gathering, and hereafter, it shall be in a
state of eternal glory.

God created our first parents in His Own Image of holiness,
righteousness, and of knowledge, and blessed them with every need
ful blessing (Gen. 1). They lacked no good thing. Disobedience,
however, to a plain commandment of God, plunged both them and
their posterity into a state of miserable ruin. How pitiable to behold
the wreckage. The wickedness of man soon became great in the
earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually (Gen. 6: 5). A picture of man's ruin, corruption,
and wickedness is given in Romans 1 : 21-32.

The only hope of anyone being saved now is by grace, and
hence the believer in Jesus is in a state of gracious gathering and
restoration. "By grace are we saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast." This gracious gathering and restoration has been going
on ever since the first promise was made in the Garden of Eden,
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and will continue to go on until the last member of U the whole
family" has been gathered to the Lord Jesus Christ out of this
naughty world.

Hereafter, U the whole family" shall appear in a state of eternal
glory. As truly as we have borne the image of the first man, which
is of the earth, earthy; so truly, shall we bear the image of the
second man, which is of heaven, heavenly. Christ and all that are
joint-heirs with Him shall be eternally glorified together.

How do persons become members of this family? This is a
very important and interesting question indeed. The answers to it
might vary. But what we want to know is, What is the answer of
God to it, as contained in the Scriptures? The answer to the
question is, that it is by U adoption," or by placing His people in
the position of sons, and treating them accordingly. This very
great privilege is the sovereign act of our eternal God and Father.
This is positively stated in our Epistle: "He foreordained us unto
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His
grace, which' He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved" (1 : 5, 6).
The ruin in and by Adam does not destroy this adoption, or
sonship by the Father through Jesus Christ. And why? Because
Christ redeems all the sons according to the law of redemption, in
order that they may receive the revelation of their sonship, and
realise in their own souls, that they are members of the family of
God. If we be led by the Spirit of God, we are the sons of God.
And if we have really received the Spirit of God in our hearts,
whereby we cry, Abha, Father, then are we experimentally the
children of God, and evidentially members of that portion of U the
whole family," which is here upon earth.

Again, the whole family of God is a reconciled family. This
reconciliation has been brought about by the meritorious work of
the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary. Christ is the Head of the body,
the church, and in all things He is to have the pre-eminence.
Now, it was the Father's good pleasure that in Him should all the
fulness dwell; and through Him to reconcile all things unto JIim
self, having made peace by the Blood of His cross, through Him,
I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens"
(Colossians 1: 18-21). Here we have .an account of how U the
whole family" in heaven and earth is brought into friendship with
Gpd.

We may take one passage from the 5th of Romans to illustrate
the glorious scheme of salvation both in its origin, progress, and
consummation. The origin of our salvation is in God Himself,
"But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us." Here we have the love of the
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Father displayed in sending His Only Begotten Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Our justification and salvation are then
ascribed to the death, and resurrection of the Son of God. "Much
more then, being now justified by His Blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life," that is, by His resurrec
tion life. And now what follows upon this reconciliation and
resurrection? "And not only so, but we also rejoice in. God
through out Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom we have now re
ceived the reconciliation." This is present enjoyment and g-lorying
in God by those who realise their friendship and peace with Him
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Again, the whole family is to be gathered; to~!!,ether in Christ.
This is very fully stated by St. Paul in the 1st chapter of our
Epistle, and at the 10th verse "that in the dispensation of the
fulness of times He might gather together in One all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth," or, as
in the Revised Version, "to sum up all things in Christ, the things
in the heavens, and the things upon the earth." I think that the
correct idea is this, the gathering together again of those things
which had been previously scattered. The whole family of God
was scattered in Adam, and it is now being gathered and joined
together again in Christ. It is quite true, that the Son of God is
the Head of all creation, and therefore of all things in heaven, in
earth, and in hell, but this is hardly the reasoning of the Apostle
in this Epistle to the Ephesians.

The whole family shall be gathered together in Christ, for it has
from all eternity been chosen in Him, preserved in Him, and
accepted in Him, and finally it must be presented in Him and
by Him to the Father.

n.-THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WHOLE FAMILY

Now as some members of the family are in heaven, and some
are on earth, I must say a few words about each.

THE FAMILY IN HEAVEN

When I speak of those who are in heaven, I mean all those who
have died in Christ Jesus. A list of some of these worthies is given
in the 11 th chapter of Hebrews. The heavenly branch of the
whole family is with Jesus. But where is Jesus? you say. Our'
answer is, that He is with the Father, for He said to His disciples
before He left them, "I came forth from the Father, and am
come into the world; again, I leave the world, and go to,:the
Father" (John 16: 28). Jesus is in the presence chamber of the
Father's Divine Majesty and Glory. This is the heaven of heavens
into which Jesus the Son of God has passed as our great High

I.
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priest. He is now in heaven and appears in the presence of God
for His people (Heb. 4: 14; 9 : 24). "He is oh the right 'hand of
the Majesty on high." And this is· being "at the right hand of
the throne of God." Remember Stephen, "He being full of the
Holy Ghost, looked stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on' the right hand of God, and said,
Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on
the right hand of God." And being stoned, "He called upon the
Lord, saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" (Acts 7 : 55 to the
end). It seems clear to me that the family in heaven is the blessed
company of all those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

Again, in what state are tholfe who have died in Christ? I venture.
to say that they are in a state of joy, peace, rest, and happiness.

Take a proof of two from the Scriptures, both from the Old arid
New Testament. In the presence of Christ there is fulness of joy,
and at God's right hand there are pleasures for evermore, Psalm
16: 2. Again, the righteous man perishes or dies, and the merciful
man is taken away, but then he enters into peace; he has done
with the troubles, the distresses, and the conflicts to which he was
subjected in this world. His body shall rest in its bed, or the grave,
and his soul shall rest safely in the arms of Jesus, and be com
forted in the bosom of Abraham for ever (Isa. 57: 1, 2; Luke 16:
22, 23).. In this paradise, the thief entered on the day of our Lord's
death (Luke 23 : 43). Again," Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours, and their works do follow them" (Rev. 14: 13).
Here then we see that those who die in the Lord rest from their
sufferings, their toils, and their labours on earth, but they enter into
endless joy, and peace, and happiness, and glory.

We can understand to some extent the longing of St. Paul to
depart to be with Christ when he wrote his Epistle to the Philip
pians. In his affliction and bonds, he vowed that Christ should be
magnified in his body, whether by life, or by death. He said, "For
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if to live in the
flesh, if this is the fruit of my work, then what I shall choose I wot
not. But I am in a strait betwixt the two, having the desire to
depart and be with Christ; for it is very far better" (1 : 20-24).

Again, what are the saints in heaven now doing? This is a very
interesting question, and one which we must avoid answering in
any other way than that which is sanctioned by the Word of God.
The prayer of our Lord is now being fulfilled in heaven by the
saints, for they are beholding the glory of God in the Person of
Jehovah Jesus (John 17: 24). Isaiah was privileged in vision to
see the King, the Lord of hosts. The disciples beheld Him in the
days of His flesh, when He was transfigured before them in the holy
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mount. " But the departed saints behold Him in His risen and
ascended glory, and they delight to serve Him day and night in His
heavenly temple. "They are" before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them." "They are perfectly obedient to
the Lamb, and keep all His commandments. In His presence,
" They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb Which is in
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from
their. eyes" (Rev. 7). In the heavenly company, faith has become
sig-ht; love abounds more and more, and is patiently waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body.

THE FAMILY ON EARTH

Now this branch or portion of the Lord's whole family, is made
up of all true believers throughout the world. St. Paul in writing
to the church at Corinth says, "Unto the church of God which
is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints, with all that in every place call upon the Name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours "-Jews and Gentiles (1
Epistle 1 : 2).

This idea of the family of God is confirmed by the words of our
Lord Himself." When He on one occasion was talking to the people,
His mother and His brethren stood without, and wished to speak
with Him. He was informed of this fact, which gave rise to the
following question: "Who is My mother? And who are My
brethren? And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples,
and said, Behold My mother, and My brethren! For whosoever
shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My
brother, and sister, and mother" (Matt. 12 : 46-50).

. Now this family has its privileges. What are they? you say.
Well, the members of this family are Christ's special friends, for so
He said to His disciples : "Ye are My friends, if ye °do whatsoever
I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for His
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made
known unto you" (John 15: 14, 15). The Lord favours His friends
by revealing to them. the secrets of His Father's heart. What a
privilege! Now, another privilege is this, that all believers have
access to the Father through Jesus Christ our Lord: "For through
Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father." All the
promises of God in Christ Jesus belong to this family. The name
of each is registered in the Lamb's Book of eternal life, and can
never be erased. What greater privileges than these can any child
of God "enjoy!
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This family of God has its daily needs. It needs constant pro
vision for the way. Now this is promised, as you read in the 132nd
Psalm: "I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her
poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with salvation; and
her saints shall shout aloud for joy." Bread and water are sure
to the Lord's people. Food and raiment the family of God shall
have for their earthly pilgrimage. They shall also be taught,
trained, and disciplined by Him who cannot err. The promise is,
" I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt
go: I will guide thee with Mine eye." The Lord will fulfil His
Word. Read and meditate upon Psalm 32: 8, and Hebrews 12 :
5 to 12. God shall supply all the needs of His family according- to
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

This family of God has its joys and sorrows. This is very evident
from what St. Paul has said on divers occasions. Take one striking
passage "As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things" (2 Cor.
6 : 10). This refers more to the minister than to the hearer; still,
it is true in the experience of each member of the household of
faith.

Again, this family of God has its imperfections. Two very ex
cellent men, Paul and Barnabas, had a very sharp contention about
Mark, who departed from them in Pamphylia and returned to
Jerusalem. See Acts 13: 13, and Acts 15 : 37-39. Paul also with
stood Peter at Antioch, because he was to be blamed; read Galatians
2: 11-15. And what divisions, contentions, and quarrellings there
were among the professing Christians in the Corinthian church.
Everyone was saying, " I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of
Cephas; and I of Christ." What a rebuke is contained in the
following words: " Is Christ divided?" No! No!! (1 Cor.: 1).
The professing church of the present day has its contentions and
divisions. The words of St. J ames are applicable: "From whence
come wars and fightings among you? Come they not hence; even
of your lustS' that war in your members."

Again, the members of this family have a general likeness, the one
to the .other. They are alike in their ruin, in their redemption, in
their regeneration, in their preservation, and in their final salvation;
but they are not wholly alike in their experiences. In this respect,
they will differ as widely, as one person's face differs from another.

I have often heard persons say, " If I were only like Enoch who
walked with God, or like Noah, or Abraham, or Moses, or David,
or Daniel,or others who have had strong faith in the promises of
God, then all would be well with me." Or," if I had seen Jesus,
and heard Him, and talked with Him, like Peter and James and
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John and Paul. Oh, what would I give to be like Nathaniel, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile."

Well, my friends, I do not desire to be like anyone of them.
How strange, you say. Now, let me explain my words: I mean
that I do not wish to be like anyone of Christ's followers, but
like Christ Himself. I want to see Him, to hear Him, and to be
like Him in body, soul, and spirit. I shall be satisfied with His
likeness, but with nothing less. "When He shall appear we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."

IlL-FROM WHOM THE WHOLE FAMILY IS NAMED

Unto all those who are joined to the Lord, and who take hold
of His covenant, there is this blessed promise: "Even unto them
will I g-ive in Mine house and within My walls a place and a name
better than of sons and of daughters. I will give them an everlasting
name, that shall not be cut off" (Isa. 56: 5). And what can this
name be? And where can it be seen? This name is " HOLINESS
UNTO THE LORD." This Divine likeness impressed in the hearts and
on the foreheads of the saints, is a token that they are the Lord's
for ever. These are Mine, saith the Lord of hosts!

Again, the members ,of this family are named sons and daughters.
"Ye shall be My sons and daughters saith the Lord Almighty."
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." This is our present
privilege (1 John 3 : 1, 2). And it is a very real privilege indeed
to be called the sons of God, for then we have God for our Father,
the Holy Spirit for our Leader, and the Son of God as our Blessed
Saviour. Now, if we be children of God, then we are heirs of
God, and joint heirs with Christ of an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away reserved in heaven for us.
The allotment which falls to us, as children of God, is exceedingly
large, precious, and durable. "All things are ours. And we are
Christ's; and Christ is God's."

Again, the members of this family are called brethren. Christ, the
Son of Gael, is the Firstborn among the many brethren (Rom. 8 : 29).
He is our Elder Brother, even the Brother born for adversity. The
many sons are the brethren who belong to Christ. "For both He
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one" God,
of one family, and of one spirit, "for which cause He is not
ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare Thy Name
unto My brethren, in the midst of the church I will sing praise
unto Thee. And again, I will put My trust in Him. And again.
Behold I and the children which God hath given Me" (Heb. 2:
11-13). The title « Brethren" is an affectionate appellation given to
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the children of God and the spiritual kinsmen of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Again, the members of this family are named saints. "Called to
be saints." "Here is the patience of the saints." Jesus is the
"king of saints." Now, what is a saint? I will tell you what I
understand by a saint. I understand a person who has been set
apart in Christ Jesus by God the Father before the world began.
And, although he has fallen in Adam like the rest of mankind, yet
he has been redeemed with the precious Blood of Christ, and in
due time he has been called out of darkness, and separated from
the world by the Holy Spirit, and consecrated to our covenant
J ehovah for evermore. Why should any person be ashamed of
being called a saint? A saint is "holiness to the Lord" in Christ
Jesus. Saints are a peculiar people redeemed from all inquity, and
purified by Christ for Himself, zealous of good works.

Again, some members of this family are called strangers and
pilgrims. They are strangers in a strange land. They are not at
home, but they are looking for a better country, even a heavenly
one, which God has prepared for them that love him. Here they
have no continuing city, but they seek one to come. As pilgrims
they have but a temporary abode here below. They are sojourners
and travellers through an enemy's land: They are wanderers in a
wilderness .in a solitary way, and find no city to dwell in. Their
Captain will lead them by the right way, and bring them to the
eternal city of habitation. Let them be careful to observe the
earnest entreaty of St. Peter: "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against
the soul; having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that,
whereas they speak against you as evil doers, they may by your
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of
visitation."

In conclusion I must, however, say a few words upon another
name which is given to the whole family in heaven and in earth.
What is it, you say? Well, it is a name which is not very much
liked by the enemies of truth. The whole family is called « God's
elect." Now read the 8th of Romans, and see what St. Paul says
about this family. "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect?" Who? Well, the world will, and Satan will, and
some professing Christians will, but what is the answer of God to
their wicked charges? "It is God that justifieth." If you touch
Mine elect, you touch Me. Let them alone for they are Mine.
"Who is he that condemneth?" If the world, satan, and carnal
professors dare to bring charges against the elect of God, they will
also seek to condemn them. Now, what is the answer? " It is
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the
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right hand of God" who also maketh intercession for us." If God
in Christ be for us, who can be' against us?

But after all, may we not be separated from Christ and then
perish for ever? M y answer is No! Why, you say? "Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." There is
to be no separation from Christ. Those whom God has joined
together in Christ, no man can put asunder.

How encouraging and comforting are the concluding verses of
the chapter. "For I am persuaded," this persuading is of God
and not of man. "I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." Dare we venture to say anything more after these
sublime words of the inspired Apostle? 0 my God, Blessed be
Thy Most Holy Name, by the whole family of the chosen, the
redeemed, the quickened, and the saved, both now and throughout
eternity. Amen! Amen!

" Eternal Hallelujahs

Be to the Father given,
Who loved His Own-ere time began,

And marked them out for Heaven.

" Anthems of equal glory
Ascribe we to the Saviour;
Who lived and died-that we, His bride,
Might live with Him for ever.

" Hail! co-eternal Spirit,
Thy church's new Creator!
The saints He seals-their fear dispels,
And sanctifies their nature! "

Toplady.
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PILGRIM PAPERS
JESUS A COUNSELLOR By THE REV. DR. D. A. DOUDNEY

READER, be it thy aim, thy deep concern, to cast thy care upon
God: to ask His counsel, His support, His deliverance. Didst thou
ever consider what honour this puts upon Him?

Is not the fact of a man employing counsel in a court of justice
expressive of his sense of personal inability to defend his own cause?
and does it not confer a weight, a dignity, an honour upon the
counsellor he employs? And the more momentous the trial, the
greater the honour conferred. Hence see the greatest criminals
procuring the most powerful pleader. So to speak, for the time
being, the whole weight of responsibility is thrown upon the coun
sellor.

Oh, what a Counsellor is thy Jesus! Why, He will silence all hell
with a look, much more those that rise up against thee. Therefore,
if thou art, in thine own apprehension, like a poor culprit, shut up
in a dungeon, and trying to make out a "brief" for thy counsel
against the day of trial, be that trial what it may, the best and
readiest way is to ask to see Jesus, the Counsellor; tell Him thou art
a poor erring creature; that thou art at a loss to make out thy case;
thou knowest not what to insert nor what to omit; and that thou
wouldst far sooner leave it in His hands. Should He seem to rebuke
thee for thy freedom, just remind Him of one expression-an
ancient, yet a very blessed one-one which still stands upon the
statute-book, and consequently is in as full force now as ever,
"The cause that is too hard for thee, bring it unto me, and I will
hear it."

"Lord, I cannot let Thee go,
Till a blessing Thou bestow:
Do not turn away Thy face,
Mine's an urgent, pressing case.

"Once a sinner near despair,
Sought Thy mercy-seat by prayer;
Mercy heard and set him free:
Lord, that mercy came to me.

"Many days have passed since then,
Many changes I have seen,
Yet have been upheld till now:
Who could'st hold me up but Thou?

"Thou hast helped in every need;
This embodies me to plead:
After so much mercy past,
Can'st Thou let me sink at last?

"No, I must maintain my hold,
'Tis Thy goodness makes me bold:
I can no denial take
When I plead for Jesu's sake."

" Sympathy" (1862). D. A. Doudney.
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"GROW IN GRACE"

81

LETTER OF WILLIAM ROMAINE

My GOOD FRIEND,-We have consecrated a day of thanksgiving to
the Keeper of Israel, who kept your going out safe, and thank you
for informing us of it. I reckon it my privilege to be daily with
you in spirit, and to be keeping up the communion of saints, which
is as real a blessing upon earth as it will be in heaven: for believers
are all united to one Head, have one Spirit breathing through them,
and enabling them by one faith to cleave close to their Head; and,
as far as they do, He disposes and enables them to cleave close in
brotherly love to one another.

Our word was, "Grow in Grace." Growth is the end and
design of receiving it, and the only purpose of living another year
is, that we may get grace in it, and use it. If we have it not, that
we may seek until we find it; and if we have it, that we may
improve it; for it is as necessary as breath to the body. The
Scripture compares it to a cool breeze after a hot sultry day, and
also to the dew upon herbs: grace is as refreshing as dew, and as
strengthening and bracing as the cool air is in hot weather.

When it is saving, it is the favour of the blessed Trinity to
sinners, who are quickened by the Spirit of grace, and brought by
Him to believe in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and thereby
to the enjoyment of the Father's grace and love. In the Trinity
it is always the same, and also in the Scriptures: but as to our
sense and experience, there is a growth, by more dependence on
God's faithfulness to His promises, and more dependence on the
supplies of the Spirit in applying and making the promises good.

Thus, he who grows in grace this year (as it follows in the text),
will grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The more he knows of Him, the more he will trust Him; and he
who trusts Him most, will certainly love Him best; and he who
loves Him best, will be using all the means of grace, that he may
grow in the sense of His favour; the love of Christ will constrain
him powerfully to do what Christ loves, to bear patiently Christ's
cross, and to persevere in fighting Christ's battles; always remebering
that if we have ever so much, Christ giveth more grace.

This was the sum. Reflecting on the past year, the believer
should be greatly humbled at his little growth; on the present,
setting out in Christ's strength to get forward-more dead to nature,
and more alive to grace. Our activity, usefulness, holiness, happi
ness, depend our our growing into Christ, and daily making such
a progress that we may get more grace to return Him more glory.

February 8th, 1792. WILLIAM ROMAINE.
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LETTER TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS
THE TRINITY

By JOSEPH IRONS (Grove Chapel, Camberwell)

I TAKE up my pen to invite your attention to a subject the most
exalted and sublime in its nature, and the most important in its
relation to the whole scheme of Redemption. The doctrine of a
Trinity of Persons in the Godhead is so closely interwoven with
every part of the sacred volume, and every feature of Christian
experience, that every new creature in Christ Jesus might be ex
pected to admit, although he cannot comprehend, it. Indeed if we
determine to admit no more than we can comprehend, we shall soon
find ourselves on the high road to Atheism, but allowing Jehovah's
testimony of himself to be true, and attending to the influence of
that testimony in every Christian's heart, we shall flee from the
regions of scepticism, and take up our abode in the pure air of
gospel truth. "He that believeth," saith an inspired apostle, " hath
the witness in himself," and I need only refer you to your own
experience for a satisfactory evidence of the fundamental doctrine
which is the subject of this letter.

When first your eyes were opened to spiritual things, and your
ruin by sin was discovered, was not the idea of approaching Deity
terrific to your mind? Did you not feel conscious that you must
obtain pardon at his hands, or perish for ever? And yet were you
not afraid to draw nigh to him for it, lest his vengeance should
consume you? And could you ever look up to heaven with con
fidence until you discerned the way of access through the person of
Christ? Then, like the holy Psalmist, you exclaimed, "behold, 0
God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed." Assured
from God's own word that all men are required to honour the Son
even as they honour the Father, you felt encouraged to adore ~im

as "over all God blessed for ever," trusting your eternal all in his
hands, believing His personal and official declaration, "no man can
come to the Father but by Me."

Take a retrospective view, my dear young friend, of those sacred
moments of delightful emotion when Jesus first manifested himself
to you as the sinner's friend and surety, "mighty to save," having
all the fulness of the Godhead treasured up in Himself, yet proving
His distinct personality by being sent forth from the Father, and
ascending again to the Father; stooping to earth to rescue you from
hell, and ascending to heaven to prepare you a mansion, and to
secure your entrance into it. Have you' not trusted your soul with
all its vast concerns in His hands, under the sweet assurance that
He is able to keep that which you have committed to Him against
that day? And what can that assurance be founded upon, but His
eternal power and Godhead?
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Tho' guilty and helpless and curs'd,
By nature a rebel and slave;

In Jesus your God you can trust,
Because He is " mighty to save."

Precious Jesus, how Thy glories, personal and official, delight the
souls of Thy ransomed family, and call forth their best affections,
their strongest confidence, and their highest adoration. But no man
can call]esus Lord but by the Holy Ghost, whose express office it
is to testify of Jesus; and my dear friend will at once perceive that
the office of the Holy Ghost proves His personality and His God
head. You had never known your guilt and ruin, so as to mourn
over it and escape from it, but for His divine teaching; you had
never melted in contrition before God, but for His mighty operation
upon your heart; you had never seen any beauty in Jesus. but for
His heavenly illumination; nor would you ever have hated sin and
loved holiness, but for His transforming power. What power but
omnipotence could effect what has been effected in your soul?
Once you were darkness, but now are you light in the Lord-once
you were enmity itself against God, but now love to God is the
reigning principle in your breast-once you were dead in sin, but
now you are alive to God through Jesus Christ: and how is all
this effected? "Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit
saith the Lord." Thus you have the witness in yourself, as a
believer, that the Spirit is Jehovah, or He could not have wrought
such a work in you-that the Redeemer is Jehovah, or He could
not have been your Saviour-that as God-man He is your Mediator,
and without a Mediator you dare not approach an offended God.

Moreover, your daily communion with heaven confirms this
glorious doctrine: you do not always find yourself in a devotional
frame of mind, when the seasons of retirement return? No, you
have often found it difficult, yea, impossible to glance a thought
halfway to God; and even while you have used the language of
prayer, your heart has been full of unbelief, or wandering like the
fool's eye to the ends of the earth; but when the Spirit has helped
your infirmities, and made intercession for you, with what holy
fervour have you wrestled with God-with what sacred delight have
you communed with the Father-with what strong confidence have
you relied on the merits and intercession of the Son, and, what a
rich supply have you obtained of the comforts of the Holy Ghost?
Then how contemptible did all terrene objects appear, and how
precious did Jesus become to your soul, " through whom you found
access by one Spirit to the Father," "and rejoiced in hope of the
glory of God" : Then you knew what is meant by " praying in the
Holy Ghost." Take encouragement from these things, to look for
greater discoveries of the divine persons and perfections of the
God-head to your soul.
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It is promised that" when He the Spirit of truth is come, He
will guide you into all truth"; and Christ's declaration of himself is,
" I am the truth"; it becomes, therefore, the express office of the
Holy Ghost to lead our minds into the fulness of Christ, and through
Him up to the covenant love of God the Father; so that under His
immediate influence we exclaim, "truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ."

The Father sheds His love abroad in our hearts by the power of
the Holy Ghost-the Son manifests Himself to us as He does not
to the world, by the discoveries of the Holy Ghost-and the Holy
Ghost Himself bears witness with our spirits, that we are the
children of God. Here are personal acts performed in the be
liever's experience by each of the persons of the Deity. Can any
man, who is the recipient of these divine favours, want further
evidence of the doctrines which they establish? If more were neces
sary to be said, I might advert to the promises of God, and shew you,
that though they are spoken by God the Father, and are said to
be yea, and amen in Christ Jesus, yet you never enjoy their pre
ciousness, but as they are applied to your heart by the power of
the Holy Ghost.

Again, the blessings of the gospel are all covenant blessings, and,
as the gifts of God the Father, they are received by God the Son
as our covenant head, who is said to have received gifts for men;
and of God the Holy Ghost, Christ says, "he shall receive of mine
and shall show it unto you." Moreover, the distinct offices and
relations which the triune Jehovah sustains, are further confirm
ations of this important doctrine, which will find an echo in your
experience. The filial affection with which you have approached
Jehovah as your Father-the paternal kindness which you have
received at his hands-yea, the very corrections with which he has
visited you, are proofs of his eternal love to you. The vital union
formed by faith between your soul and Christ, as your elder brother
(who is not ashamed to call His people brethren), the sweet corres
pondence you hold with Him in this endearing relation, and the
soul reviving communion you have been enabled to keep up with
Him, as your brother, forbid your calling in question either His
personality, or His eternal power and Godhead. And, the unction
of the Holy One resting upon you in His quickening, comfoiting,
and illuminating influences are standing and experimental proofs,
that" there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one." That you
may live in the enjoyment of the Father's everlasting love, upon
the fulness of grace treasured up in the Son, and under the special
inAuence of the Holy Ghost,

Is the prayer of yours, etc., in the Lord,
JOSEPH IRONS.
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Almighty Father, own me as thy child,
And bid me own thee with a filial cry.
In thee, Jehovah Jesus, I confide,
For thou art God the Father's equal Son.
And thee eternal Spirit I adore,
My sanctifier, comforter, and guide.
A triune God, distinct in persons, yet,
In essence one INCOMPREHENSIBLE.

[Letter 1 of Twenty Letters on Gospel Doctrines addressed to
Young Christians, 1821.]

THEOLOGY

THE BLOOD OF JESUS

THAT religion which testifies of the Blood of Jesus from an experi
mental acquaintance with its efficacy, is derided and despised in
these latter days; hence it is very necessary to be well grounded in
the Truth concerning the fundamental fact and central story of
the Church that His blood was the purchase price of her redemp
tion. Several important points must be noted. The Blood of
Jesus is:

1. Precious (1 Pet. 1 : 19)-it is precious in its Source-the Holy
Body of Jesus yielded its life (" the Blood is the life"); and the
fountain from whence it came was His pierced, broken heart. His
Blood is precious in its FlolWings,. the thorns, the nails, the spear, all
opened this fountain of blood; freely and fully the blood of Jesus
flows for needy ·sinners. Above all it is precious in its Application.
Sprinkled before the Throne it gives access; applied to the Heart
it heals and softens. Applied to the Conscience, it cleanses from
the guilt of sin. Then this Blood is:

2. Prevailing. They overcame by the blood of the Lamb (Rev.
12 : 11). Satan is vanquished and Sin conquered. Further, Christ's
Blood is the ground of Christ's Intercession, and gives His prayer
its prevailing power; for by His own Blood He entered in once into
the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb.
9: 12). His Blood is also:

3. Purifying. It cleanseth from all sin (1 John 1: 7), and
purgeth the conscience from dead works to serve the living God
(Heb. 9: 14), removing the guilt of our unrighteousness and that
defilement and guiltiness which clings to our best works. Through
His Blood there is a pardon for sins of omission and comm~ion.
It is moreover:

4. Purchasing Blood-the price of Redemption to those re
deemed (i.e., bought again) with the precious Blood of Christ, as of
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a lanb without blemish, and without spot (1 Pet. 1: 19). The
Church of the First-born was saved by the blood of the Paschal
Lamb, and the antitype is the Church which He hath purchased
with His own Blood (Acts 20: 28). Again the Blood of Jesus is:

5. Pardoning Blood. Forgiveness is the result of Redemption.
"In whom 'we have redemption through His Blood, the forgive
ness of sins, according to the riches, of His grace" (Eph. 1: 7).
Without shedding of blood is no remission (Heb. 9: 22); but the
blood so completely removes sin from those happy souls for whom
He died that the Lord cannot but abundantly pardon. Lastly, the
Blood of Jesus is

6. Peace-bringing. It makes Peace (Col. 1 : 20) by removing the
cause of variance; and it speaks Peace (Heb. 12: 24) as applied to
the conscience.

[By the late EDWA~D CARR, Minister of Providence Chapel, Bath.]

FINAL PRESERVATION

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED

(By THE LATE REV. WILLIAM SYKES)

I HAVE now finished, with the exception of looking at some of the
objections to this perculiarly comforting truth. Were I not aware
of the devil's malignity and of the carnal mind's enmity to every
truth of God, I should be utterly astonished to hear any" professing
and calling themselves Christians" objecting to such assurances of
eternal security. But such is human nature's perversity that there
are to be found many contending that though the Father may love,
the Son redeem, and the Spirit regenerate, yet the subjects of such
Divine compassion may find themselves in hell after all.

I refer the reader to the great wide-spread organisation known as
the Salvation Army. In their book of doctrines I find this state
ment on page 97 : "I believe it is possible for those who have been
truly converted to fall away and be finally lost." This" doctrine"
cannot be very comforting to a poor sinner who feels he is a, hell
deserving one.':rhe arguments advanced in support of the above
statement are characteristic of the teaching of all Arminians.

1. Fl'om our own feelings. It is objected that our feelings show
that a regenerated man can finally be lost. To answer this, it will
be sufficient to say that no Scripture is quoted to prove it. The
certainty of salvation does not depend on feelings; it lies solely
upon.the word and promise of God. In regeneration, life is given
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life" (John 3 :,36)
and life is not intermittent. In nature life once possessed always
remains till deatQ. takes place. This refers to all kinds of existence
whether angelic, human, animal, or vegetable. But Divine life is
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"eternal," and it is therefore impossible from its very nature for it
to be lost.

. 2. From the exhortations in the Bible. It is also objected that
the exhortations in the Bible militate against the truth of Final
Perseverance. But how should these prove that a child once in
Christ may not be in Him for ever? Take one as an example.
".Let us therefore, fear, lest a promise being left (us) of entering into
his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it" (Heb. 4: 1).
This is the very means used by God to prevent our being lost. Let
us suppose that there is a very dangerous place in a road, and that
notice-boards are put up to warn travellers. Those who see these
boards will take care and thus pass along safely. Again, at the side
of a bI;idge railings are erected in order that persons shall not fall
over. Thus is it with exhortations. They are God's notice-boards
and railings to prevent calamities, and the Holy Spirit is ever on
guard to see that they are effectually applied.

3..From the warnings of Scripture. It is argued that" if there
were not the possibility of falling from God, these passages would
be. altogether unnecessary"; but this is fallacious. God has ap
pointed the means to secure the end. The Bible itself is one great
means; it gives us the revelation of God's mind; and the warnings
are ·another means. When the beloved of the Lord read these
threatenings and warnings, by the Spirit's co-operating grace they
avoid the pit-falls set by Satan. These" counsels" are as perfect
in their nature and in the accomplishment of their purpose as is the
redeeming work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us take one illustration generally given. John 15: 2 : "Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away; and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit." Let us study this passage. The subject is "fruit
bearing"; none will deny this. This being so, does our eternal
salvation depend upon fruit-bearing? Surely none but a Roman
Catholic will assert that it does. Papists defend" faith and works"
as obligatory on our part for salvation. The subject of the vine and
branches is one of fruit; it is one of "good works." Now good
works are concomitants of salvation. "This is a faithful saying, and
these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works" (Titus
3: 8).

4. From the examples of apostasy. It is objected from examples
of apostasy that there cannot be any Final Preservation. The fol
lowing instances are given: (a) "Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall" (l Cor. 10: 12); (b) "Ye are fallen from
grace" (Gal. 5: 4); (c) "Some . . . concerning faith have made
shipwreck, of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander" (1 Tim. 1 : 19,
20).
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Take the case of the Galatians in (b). The context shows that
the question is one of justification: either we are justified by grace
or by works. The Apostle Paul tells us that there were some
Galatians who were asserting that they were" justified by the law."
Now if such be the case, "Christ is become of none effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from
grace." In simple language, they had entirely changed their prin
ciples. Their profession had been altered from grace to law. Their
fall was from the profession of the principles of the doctrines of
grace. This is something quite different from so falling as to perish
everlastingly. It is this latter that the Scriptures deny.

The same explanation is to be given about making shipwreck of
faith. It refers to the profession of it. "Some shall depart from the
faith" (1 Tim. 4: 1), and we have sad illustrations of this statement.
But what has been said already under 1 John 2 : 19 is sufficient to
explain the above.

Two more passages require explanation (Heb. 6 : 4-6 and 10 : 26).
In Heb. 6: 4-6, we find: "For (it is) impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word
of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall
away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame."
This has special reference to the Hebrews. Paul was writing to
them, and the interpretation belongs to the Jewish people. When
we remember the remarkable privileges which the Jews as a nation
possessed, the above statements may well apply to them without
their having Divine grace in spiritual regeneration. If we refer to
Acts 21 : 20-26, we shall find that there were " many thousands of
Jews ... that believed." The special character of these professors
was that they were" all zealous of the law" : they were Ritualists.
Now, if we apply this Scripture to these people, we shall find how
every part of it can readily be explained.

The same may be said of Heb. 10: 26: "If we sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sins," etc. To take such a Scripture in order
to make it contradict John 10 and Rom. 8 is one of the worst actions
possible; but to expound the truth that God's children are for ever
safe for Jesus' sake is. most comforting and encouraging to the
sensitive sinner. To explain such passages as Heb. 6 and 10 as
referring to religious professors (who will be seen to be unreal and
delusive, as some of the Ritualists are at the present day) is to " so
expound one passage of Scripture as not to be repugnant to another."

CONCLUSION

There are many more passages of Scripture which declare the
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doctrine of the Final Perseverance of the Saints. The number of
these passages has been estimated at 600.

Two hundred years ago Christopher Ness published a little book
entitled: « An Antidote to Arminianism." This is an excellent
compendium of cogent arguments for the doctrines of sovereign
grace, and of answers to all objections thereto. The following is a
summary (given in it) of the "reasons why the chosen of God
cannot totally or finally fall away from grace."

L The love of God the Father is an unchangeable love (Jer.
31: 3; .Tames 1: 17; John 10: 29).

2. The love of God the Son in redemption is unalterable (1 Cor.
'6: 17; John 10 : 28; Rom. 8: 38, 39; Matt. 16: 18).

3. The love of God the Holy Ghost in sanctification is a sure and
certain operation, being compared to " an earnest" (2 Cor. 5 : 5);
" a seal" (Eph. 1 : 13); and "a witness" (1 John 5 : 10).

4·. The covenant of grace is unchangeable. It is made between
two unchangeable Persons (Heb. 13: 8); it stands upon two un
changeable foundations (Heb. 6: 17, 18), and is ratified by an
unchangeable Witness (Heb. 13: 20).

5. No spiritual enemy can prevail against the child of God.
(a) Satan cannot (1 John 5: 18); (b) The world cannot (1 John
5: 4); (c) Fleshly lust cannot (Rom. 6: 14).

6. Saving grace is of a permanent nature and is not subject to
corruption (1 John 3: 9; 1 Pet. 1: 23).

7. The word of our God shall stand for ever (Isa. 40: 8).
[The Salt of the Covenant, pages 128-134.]

CURRENT TOPICS

AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS
The announcement was made in the December issue of The Gospel

Magazine of the approaching retirement of Mr. B. S. Taylor, the
Business Manager of the Magazine. Mr. Taylor, who had been in
hospital for an operation, was able to return to the Office at the end
of December. His retirement takes effect at the end of March.

The Trustees of the Magazine, who deeply appreciate the invalu
able, self-denying, and vital work of Mr. Taylor over so many years,
at once opened a RETIREMENT FUND) and now they invite friends of
the Magazine to contribute to it to help Mr. Taylor in the days of
his retirement.

LOURDES CENTENARY
The Roman Catholic observance of the centenary of Lourdes

commences on February 11th, 1958. We have already given suffi-
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cient information as to the origin of the cult of the pilgrimage to
Lourdes, and we hope that our friends who hear Roman Catholic
propaganda concerning it will not fail to point out the superstition
and gross error involved.

One of the most readable and effective answers is contained in
the late Mr. J. A. Kensit's book" My Pilgrimage to! Lourdes," which
can be obtained at the price of one shilling (postage extra) from
The Protestant Truth Society, 184 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.
CHURCH CATHOLIC COURSE

In the January issue we gave the outline of" The Church Catholic
Course," to be obtained for 5 / - from The Secretary, Church Catholic
Course, 19 Marylebone Road, London, N.W.1 (which is the address
of the London Bible CoIIege).

We have read the twelve Lessons, which will be found most
helpful. Some are exceedingly good.

We were interested to notice in a Roman Catholic paper a
" Disdaimer" stating that the address in London given "is not
that of a Catholic firm or organisation." The superior of the
"Catholic Missionary Society" asked the paper "to state that the
advertisements do not come from a Catholic source and are not
inserted by the Catholic Enquiry centre." (In referring to "Catholic"
they mean Roman Catholic).

The lessons of the Church Catholic Course can either be studied
privately or be worked through as a correspondence course by
submitting tests for correction. They are very suitable in view of
Roman Catholic propaganda.
GROVE CHAPEL PULPIT

We have received a copy of No. ,1 (January, 1958) of the Grove
Chapel Pulpit. This new edition of The Grove magazine costs
2s. 6d. per annum (or 3s. 6d. by post), and can be obtained from
The Parsonage, 98 Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5. It is at
present a quarterly; but it is hoped that, if the circulation rises, it
will be published bi-monthly and ultimately monthly without addi
tional cost to subscribers.

Its pattern is that it will contain:
(1) Notes of a Sermon preached at Grove Chapel;
(2) An extract from the writings of some previous Minister, of

Grove Chapel;
(3) One of the Puritan Classics (in instalments).

The first issue has notes of Sermons by the Rev. J. W. Rowlands
of Brighton on Psalm 66 : 10 and Psalm 46 : 1 on the occasion of
the annual Thanksgiving Services (November 5th, 1957). "The
Pulpit Today" is on the Suffering Servant of Jehovah (Isaiah 53).
"The Voice of the Past" contains Joseph Irons' lines on the ques
tion "Am I a Believer in Jesus?" The Puritan classic is Dr. John
Owen on Psalm 130. The issue is twelve pages octavo.



The Gospel Maga4,ine 91

BIBLE SPREADING UNION
We have recently received the 63rd Annual Report of The Bible

Spreading Union, of which the Hon. Secretary is Mr. W. H. A.
Toms, 41 Gelsthorpe Road, Romford, Essex.

The object of the work is to unite in giving away the Word of
God. The total for the last year was 604 Bibles and 25 New
Testaments. Costs of postage and carriage will inevitably rise in
1958.

We read that" Experience of Christian workers (in new Housing'
Estates) shows that many homes have no Bible," and where new
chapels or halls are opened for Gospel ministry the Union has made
.special efforts to supply Bibles.

The placing oLBibles for Missionary work abroad or in Sunday
Schools has been maintained. Thus Bibles have been sent for work
in India, in Ireland, in North Africa, and other parts, and among
soldiers and airmen.

Mr. Toms will appreciate any openings at which he can present
the work of the Bible Spreading Union to the Lord's people.

Mr. Toms expresses his thanks to the Trinitarian Bible Society
with which the Union has been closely linked since its inception.

WINTER

By JOHN NEWTON

See how rude Winter's icy hand
Has stripp'd the trees, and seal'd the ground!

But Spring shall soon his rage withstand,
And spread new beauties all around.

M y soul a sharper winter mourns,
Barren and fruitless I remain:

When will the gentle spring return,
And bid my graces grow again?

Jesus, my glorious Sun, arise!
'Tis thine the frozen heart to move;

O! hush these sW,rms, and clear my skies,
And let me feel thy vital love!

Dear Lord, regard my feeble cry,
I faint and droop till Thou appear;

Wilt Thou permit thy plant to die?
Must it be winter all the year?
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Be still, my soul, and wait his hour,
With humble prayer and patient faith;

Till He reveals his gracious power,
Repose on what his promise saith.

He, by whose all-commanding word
Seasons their changing course maintain,

In every change a pledge affords,
That none shall seek his face in vain.

JOHN NEWTON ON 2 COR. 12: 9

My Grace is sufficient for thee.-2 Cor. 12: 9.

Oppress'd with unbelief and sin,
Fightings without, and fears within;
While earth and hell, with force combined,
Assault and terrify my mind:

What strength have I, against such foes,
Such hosts and legions, to oppose?
Alas! I tremble, faint, and fall;
Lord, save me, or I give up all.

Thus sorely prest, I sought the Lord,
To give me some sweet cheering word;
Again I sought, and yet again;
I waited long, but not in vain.

O! 'twas a cheering word indeed!
Exactly suited to my need:
" Sufficient for thee is my grace,
Thy weakness my great power displays."

Now I despond and mourn no more,
I welcome all I fear'd before:
Though weak, I'm strong; though troubled, blest;
For Christ's own power shall on me rest.

My grace would soon exhausted be,
But his is boundless as the sea;
Then let me boast, with holy Paul,
That I am nothing-Christ is all.

John Newton.
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THE REFORMATION TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP

(A Fellowship for the Translation and Publication of Chinese
Christian Literature)

EXTRACTS FROM AMERICAN NEWSLETrER

PUBLICATIONS

Since the last Newsletter the Fellowship has received more and
more calls for literature, especially in Formosa where the Roman
Catholic Church seems to have unlimited monies for gathering a
following. Plans are under way for another edition of Dreyer's
er The Inner Story of Cathol£cism," and there is a possibility that
we may respond to the urgent request of some missionaries for an
edition of the Faivre New Testament.

Works in process of publication include: "Self-study Course in
Prophecy" by E. J. Young, C( The Visible Church" by J. G. Vos,
U Communism's Three-fold Challenge to the Christian Church" by
S. E. Boyle, this last a second printing.

Now being translated: U Spirit of Grace and, Supplicati,on" by
Anderson (some special contributions are in hand from the British
Committee for this work), " Why I Believe in God" by Van Til.
These two works will be published serially in the magazine,
Reformed Faith and Life. U The Atonement" by Boettner should
be completed by the end of the year. Then work on er The Intro
duction of Theology" by Van Til, which was interrupted by pres
sure of other duties of translator Paul Szto, has been resumed, and it
also should be completed by the end of the year.

THE REV. CHARLES CHAO

Mr. Chao spent a full summer in speaking arrangements across
the country to the Pacific Northwest, in California and back to
Philadelphia, where he is now attending Westminster Theological
Seminary. On September 9th the Home Mission Board of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church met with Mr. Chao and formally
agreed to ask for his services as a missionary in Los Angeles. This
gives ground for a change in his status with the Immigration authori
ties, from student to non-quota minister or talent person, which
relieves him of the necessity of returning to the Orient on com
pletion of his seminary work. He expects to continue to serve as
part time translator, and as editor and Executive Secretary of the
Reformed Translation Fellowship.

THE FUTURE

;\ proposal that came before the Board of Directors, that the
~cop(' of the Fellowship be extended to include publication of
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Christian literature of the Reformed Faith in other languages also,
failed narrowly of adoption. The negative votes came only because
of there being no immediate prospect for actually undertaking such
work. But the need for this ministry presses for recognition. With
the true Gospel seed now sworn and firmly rooted in native hearts
in many countries and languages, this means of watering and cultiv
ating with tools of proven worth would be necessary, even if mission
aries could still labour among the people, but with missionaries now
excluded from many lands, sound scholarly literature is even more
urgently needed.

WANG MING TAO

The Rev. Sam Boyle has prepared a remarkable little book in
Japanese giving the heroic testimony of Wang Ming Tao, "We
Because of Faith." It has been sent to more than 1,500 Japanese
pastors, where it is so,rely needed, for a delegation of Japanese
pastors, under World Council of Churches, has recently gone to
China and returned with the story that the Christian Church is
completely free under Communist rule.' This booklet is not an
R.T.F. project, yet it is directly related.

Wang Ming Tao was perhaps the ablest defender of the Gospel
in Communist China, and was permitted to preach long after other
non-cooperating churches were silenced. The reason was that he
was a native pastor, unaffiliated with any foreign mission organ
isation.

It has been reported from sources ordinarily considered reliable,
that Wang was successfully" brainwashed," and that he had con
fessed his sins against Communism. However, recent rumours are
that he did not sign statements he was alleged to have signed. At
any rate, his fearless testimony before his imprisonment is vitally
related to the problem of the R.T.F., of getting Christian literature
to Chinese Christian leaders.

Incidentally, eight letters have just been forwarded to Mr. Chao
from Red China. Only two refuse R.T.F. literature. The other
six express appreciation for it and desire it, though the mere
receiving of such literature is a black mark against them in the
eyes of the Reds.

Your Fellowservant in Christ,

LESTER E. KILPATRICK

(American Representative, Reformed TranSlation
Fellowship).

[Mr. Norman A. MacMiIlan is the Sec.-Treas. in Britain of the
Reformation Translation Fellowship. His address is 29 Exchange
Street, Doncaster.]
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GRACE DESCRIBED

By THE REV. DR. A. HEWLETI

95

To many of you, any definition of the word grace is superfluous,
but for the sake of the vast body of strangers now collected together,
it seems desirable that the scriptural sense of the term should be
noticed. The word grace, then, is used in direct opposition to any
work of man, whether it be outward in the body, or inwardly in the
soul (see Rom. 11: 6)-" If it be of grace it is no more of work,
otherwise grace is no more grace." It means free, undeserved
favour, bestowed upon an individual, or individuals, irrespective of
anything in them, or hereafter to be in them, either good or bad;
and when it is applied to an act of God upon the souls of indi
viduals, it means the manifestation of that favour which He has
eternally bestowed on them in Christ their covenant Head; and
the effect of this grace is traced from step to step, and shown to be
" not in vain." Thus sings the poet in that sweet hymn-

" Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man,

And all the steps that grace display
Which drew the wondrous plan."

No person living gloried more in free grace, than did the inspired
writer of this epistle; no character exhibited in God's most holy word
shows forth more strikingly the sovereignty of grace; no preacher
more studiously and blessedly expatiated upon the riches of that
grace which made him what he was, and herein was he closely
followed, in a masterly style and like" a workman that needed not
to be ashamed," by him whose call, from grace to glory, has now
filled many hearts with sadness, and many eyes with tears.



96 The Gospel Magazine

An Appeal to Readers of

Tbe Gospel Magazine

MR. B. S. TAYLOR
RETIREMENT FUND

Mr. B. S. TAYLOR, for long years the capable Business Manager

of The Gospel Magazine', has announced his retirement, which will

take place in March.

The Trustees of the Magazine, in view of Mr.

Taylor's most valuable work for so many years, have

opened a RETIREMENT FUND, and invite readers

to contribute to it.

Donations, which will be gladly received and acknowledged, may

be sent to the Chairman of the Trustees:

Mr. E. G. EADE,

The Gospd Magazine,

69 Fleet Street,

London, E.C.4-.
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