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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES

"Unto me, who am less than the least >of all saints, is this grace given,
that I should p1reach among the Gentife's the unsearchable riches
of Christ."-Ephesians 3 : 8.

WITH the opening of the New Year we read through The Acts of the
Apostles, and we felt what a thrilling story it is of God's mighty
working through the preaching of the unsearchable riches of the
Lord Jesus Christ! After the first missionary tour Paul and Barnabas
"rehearsed all that GOD had done with them, and how He had
opened the door of faith UNTO THE GENTILES" (Acts 14: 27).

In God's appointment and call it was the special office of PAUL
to be- God's chief messenger to the Gentiles at that time. In writing
of himself to the Ephesians, Paul described himself as "I, Paul, the
prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles" (Ephesians 3 : 1). God
had by revelation made known to him the "mystery" (the secret
revealed) "that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of the same
body and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel"
(Ephesians 3 : 6). To this end Paul had been made a minister accord
ing to the gift of the grace of God given unto Him by the effectual
working of His power (verse 7). Hence it came about that Paul,
feeling his own unworthiness of so great a trust, wrote: "Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints is this grace given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ"
(verse 8).
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I.~A FIRST MANIFESTATION TO GENTILES

It was, we believe, a sermon on "THE STAR IN THE EAS'I'" which
was used of God to lead· Adoniram Judson to go as a Mi,';siollary
to Burma. The visit of "THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST" (M:lltlww
2: 1-11) was a first manifestation of Christ to Gentiles. 1I is jllst it

hundred years ago~1860~thata son of a surgeon at Bristol wl'Ote
at the age of twenty-three the well-known lines:

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright:
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.

~William Chatterton ])/.1'.

Modern writers speak of the visit of the Magi (Wise Mell) as
a picturesque symbol, as a myth. But there was in the East SOIII('
general expectation of a Coming One; there were men who stlldit:d
astronomy; the gifts given to the wise men were ordinary girlS or
the times; and in particular Herod's savage jealousy of any pll,'isil,lc
claimant to the throne is a well-known historical fact~he CV('II I'llt

his own wife to death. It is all historical. What is not histori(':d is
modern speaking of "Three Wise Men" and of "The Three !\'illg,I."
There is no mention of three men at all (it seems to have arisen 1'1'0111

the reference to the three gifts of "gold and frankinccns(' alld
myrrh"), and there is no reference at all in Matthew to "kings,"

While we refer to the visit of the Wise Men we might 111<'111 iOIl
James Montgomery's hymn, which in successive verses calls 111")11

"Angels," "Shepherds," "Sages," "Saints" and "Sinners" to "('01 II<'

and worship Christ, the new-born King." The verse on "Sagl's"
reads:

Sages, leave your contemplations;
Brighter visions beam afar;

Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star:

Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the new-born King.

~1(J)mes MOnl,fl,10mery, 1819.
There is one correction that might be made. W. C. Dix wrote:

As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare.

But in Matthew we read "And when they were come into the hOll,w
they saw the young child with Mary his mother (Matt. 2 : 11).

II.~PAUL A CHOSEN VESSEL FOR THE GENTILES
But, to return to Paul as the chosen Missionary of Christ 1:0111<'

Gentiles, we were much impressed (in reading The Acts) with Ill<'
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references to God's special call of Paul to this work. The Lord's
words to Ananias about Paul were:

"Go thy way: for he is A CHOSEN VESSEL unto Me to bear
My name before (the) Gentiles, and kings, and (the) children
of Israel: for I will shew him how great things he must suffer
for My name's sake."-Acts 9: 15, 16.

We read that "straightway he (Paul) preached Christ in the syn
agogues, that He is the Son of God" (verse 20). When he reached
Jerusalem "he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus" (verse
29).

When the Gentile church at Antioch was formed, Barnabas went
to Tarsus "for to seek Saul, and when he had found him, he
brought him into Antioch." Then for a whole year they assembled
themselves with the church, and taught much people (Acts 11 : 25,
26). "And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch."

Then from this Gentile church at Antioch (the third great city of
the world at that time) Barnabas and Paul were sent out:

"And as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where
unto I have called them" (Acts 13 : 2).

And the heart of the message which they gave on that first mission
ary tour was that given to Jews at the other Antioch (in Pisidia) :

"Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that
through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts 13 :
38, 39).

Later in that chapter we read that they "turned to the Gentiles,
for so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the
ends of the earth." The sequel was: "And when the Gentiles heard
this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts 13: 48).

On the second missionary tour we read:
"And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; there stood a

man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into
Macedonia, and help us" (Acts 16 : 9).

That was the call to enter Europe with the Gospel.
"And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeav

oured to g-o into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord
had called us for to preach the gospel unto them" (verse 10).

The sequel was the call of Lydia, "whose heart the Lord opened,"
and the conversion of the keeper of the prison at Philippi. At
Corinth the Lord spake to Paul in the night by a vision:
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"Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for' I am
with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I
have much people in this city" (Acts 19: 9, 10).

On the third missionary tour Paul said at Miletus to the ciders
of Ephesus that he did not count his life dear unto himself.

".... so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to teslify the
gospel of the grace of God" (Acts 20: 24).

I find it very refreshing to recall the way in which the Lord called
Paul "to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ" and lo sel: all
through the record how at every stage the Lord directed. ,!!;lIided,
cheered and encouraged His servant in the work of the Cosp<·1.

In his "Defences" under arrest and imprisonment Paul spoke
very clearly of his God-given ministry to the Gentiles. In his defence
to the Jews (Acts 22) when he stood on the stairs, we read:

"And He said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far
hence with the Gentiles" (Acts 22 : 21).

As soon as the Jews heard that-they gave Paul audience unlo tllat
word-they cried out "Away with such a fellow: for it is not fit
that he should live,"

Similarly before Festus and Agrippa, Paul said that the I ,ord
Jesus had called and sent him unto the Gentiles "to open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, ;Illd
inheritance among them which are s.anctified, by faith that is in Mc"
(Acts 26: 16-18).

After arriving at Rome Paul called the Jews together, and, when
they agreed not among themselves about the Lord Jesus, said to
them:

"Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God
is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it" (Acts
28: 28).

And so the record in Acts concludes: "And Paul dwelt two whole
years in his own hired house, and received all that came unto him,
preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbid
ding him" (verses 30, 31).

IlL-HOW PAUL FELT ABOUT IT

Writing during his imprisonment at Rome, Paul in the Epistle to
the Ephesians wrote as "Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you
Gentiles" (Ephesians 3 : 1). He repeated the expression, "I there
fore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called" (4: 1). He asked them for
prayer "for me that utterance may be given unto me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel,
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for which I am an ambassador in bonds, that therein I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak" (6: 19, 20).

What was the subject of his preaching? It was, to quote his own
words, "that I might preach among the Gentiles THE UNSEARCHABLE
RICHES OF CHRIST" (Eph. 3 : 8). That was why he had been called.
That was the dispensation of the grace of God to him. That was
why he had been made a minister and an apostle.

What did Paul feel about it all?
(a) He fePt that it was a great favour. Of it he wrote: "Unto

me. .. is this grace given." It was a great favour to be appointed
and allowed to preach Christ. It was "according to the gift of the
grace of God" given to him that he should be a minister and an
apostle of Christ. "The grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant"
(1 Tim. 1: 14).

(b) He acknowledged it to be by the exerdse of Divine power.
Paul said that it was "by the effectual working of God's power."
Not only was it a great favour to him, but it involved the working
of Almighty power. It was due to "the exceeding greatness of
God's power" (as is the call and regeneration of all God's children).
It was by God's mighty power that he had been changed from a
persecutor into a preacher.

(c) He felt his own utter unworthiness. "Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this grace given." Paul used a very
diminutive form of word-a comparative formed from a superlative
-"the least, less than the least." Not only did he acknowledge his
own personal unworthiness in general, but he could never forget
his sin in persecuting Christians-he was before "a blasphemer, and
a persecutor, and injurious" (1 Timothy 1 : 13).

IV.-THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST
All this was that he should preach among the Gentiles «THE

UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST.N

There was «wealthN-there were "riches"-in Christ. As he had
written before to the Corinthians, "God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face (the Person) of
Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4: 6)-and he immediately added,
"But we have THIS TREASURE in earthen vessels." What wonderful
wealth, treasure, is the Lord Jesus Christ to His people!

Long as I live I'll sing the Lamb
The God, the Man, the Great I AM;

His wondrous Person view;
As God He loves-as Man He dies,
As God and Man all grace supplies,

And gives all glory too.
-John Ste'vens, 1808.
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The "wealth" of Christ is "unsearchable"-it cannot be wholly
explored or traced out. No one can ever exhaust its depths. "All
the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him" (Col. 1 : 19). Read the
wonderful description in Hebrews 1: 1-3.

Christ has also wonderful riches to bestow. His people were
chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. He is the
Captain of their salvation, their Covenant Head, their Redeemer,
Saviour, Deliverer, their Surety, the Propitiation for their sins, t.heir
Advocate with the Father, their sympathetic High Priest, their
coming King. He is their "All in All," their Bread of Life, the
satisfying portion of their soul. .

In Christ I've all my soul's desire;
His Spirit does my heart inspire
With boundless wishes large and high,
And Christ will all my wants supply.

Christ is my Hope, my Strength, and Guide;
For me He bled and groaned, and died;
He is my Sun, to give me light;
He is my soul's supreme delight.

Christ is the source of all my bliss,
M y wisdom and my Righ teousness;
My Saviour, Brother, and my Friend,
On Him alone I now depend.

Christ is my King, to rule and bless,
And all my troubles to redress;
He's my Salvation and my All,
Whate'er on earth shall me befal.

Christ is my strength and portion too;
M y soul in Him can all things do;
Through Him I'll triumph o'er the grave,
And Satan, death, and hell outbrave.

W. G. (Bristol) 1790 and John DO'bell (London) 1806.

We may not be called of God to be an apostle like Paul, or a
preacher, or a minister, but (by God's mercy) we can join with
Paul in humbly acknowledging that "by the grace of God I am what
I am," that our salvation is all of God's undeserved favour, that
it has come about by the effectual working of His power, and that we
are unworthy of the least of all His mercies and would count our
~elves as less than the least of all God's people. As sinners quickened
by God's Spirit and saved by grace, we rejoice with Paul in "the
unsearchable riches of Christ" and desire to be the means, in God's
hand, of making His unsearchable riches known to others at home
and overseas. w.n.s.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

"THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETH LIGHT"

55

A MISSIONARY'S ADDRESS'x,

By Missionary H. A. HUCKETT, South India S.B.M.

DEAR FRIENDS, I feel it a great privilege to be asked to take a part
in this meeting. My own dear father, when alive, was deeply inter
ested in the work of this Society and I have always felt a great
interest in it, so that it was a joy to receive the invitation before we
left India, from the esteemed secretary, to take part in the meeting
this evening. Unfortunately, because our work (Strict Baptist
Mission) is in India, we cannot often come to a B.S.U. meeting but
we follow the work of the Society with interest.

I was thinking that it is a wonderful thing that the Society is
still going strong. Many societies have come to an end and even
some secular magazines have ceased publication, but the B.S.U. still
goes on. Some people retire at 65 but the B.S.U. is not doing that.
The motto is not to retire but to advance into new fields for the
Master.

The verse that God has laid specially upon my heart tonight
is Psalm 119 and verse 130: "The entrance of thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." There is another
verse in this Psalm in which the word is compared to light: "Thy
word is a lamp untol my feet, and a light unto my p'ath" (verse 105).
The thought seems to be the external value of the Bible as a Lamp.
It has a two-fold illuminating power, power to illuminate the path
way just ahead of us and also power to light up the distant scene
and show where we should walk, something like the headlights of a
car. Sometimes they can be dimmed and sometimes put full on.
In India we never go out at night without a lamp, because there are
snakes and other reptiles and insects that bite, so we need a lamp.
In the same way on the pilgrimage of life we need God's Word to
guide us. We bring it to the special need, to the special situation
where it is required and seek guidance from it, and it becomes a
light. But in verse 130 one feels the emphasis is more on the internal
porwer of the Bible; as God's Word enters, so it gives light.

I want to apply these words briefly in three ways:
THE BIBLE ENTERING INTO A COUNTRY

First, in a country where the Word of God enters it gives light.
Think of the condition of England before the Bible was translated

into the language of the common people by those who helped to

* Part of an Address at the 65th Annual Meeting of THE BIBLE SPREADING
UNION, Oct. 15th, 1959 (Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. H. A. Toms, 3
Donald Way, Gloucester Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex).
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spread the Word of God in this country. When the Word of God
got into the hands of the people they were able to discern what was
true and what was false. We live in a day when standards of
honesty, uprightness and right dealing have been very sadly lowered,
and we may almost say in some cases obliterated altogether. We
need God's Word more than ever.

In India the New Testament was translated from the original
tongue into Tamil as long ago as the year 1711. It is something
the Tamil people of India should be proud of, that nearly one
hundred years before the Bible Society was founded in England
(1805) we had the Word of God in Tamil. So that has been the
basis of the work of all missionary societies that have been faithful
to God's revealed will, and we are indebted to the Bible continually
in our work. First of all we need it to proclaim the gospel, for the
teaching of new converts, to comfort and console those in trouble, to
take to the house of mourning, in order to instruct the young; and
those Bibles the B.S.U. has been instrumental in giving to India
who can tell how far-reaching the effect of reading God's Word
has been?

I was interested earlier in the year in reading a copy of "Flood
tide," to read that in France in the French "Readers Digest," an
advertisement was put in saying that the first hundred people who
wrote would receive a copy of the Bible in French, and to their
amazement over four thousand people wrote in for Bibles. There
was such a hunger for the Word of God, and that is in a country
renowned for free thinking. The Bible, as it enters into a country,
gives light.

THE BIBLE ENTERING INTO A HUMAN HEART

Secondly, the Bible when it enters inito a human heart transforms
everything. The meaning of these words in the original is that the
opening of God's Word to the soul gives lright. Just as when the
plough goes into the hard soil and breaks it up and admits light and
air to the earth, so that there is the prospect later on of sowing the
seed and bringing about a harvest, so God's Word ploughs into the
soul, digs into the human heart and shows us first that we are sinners
in the sight of a holy God and then points us to the sin-bearer, the
sinner's substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Not only does God's Word give light to the human heart in the
matter of salvation, but it gives light on those problems of conduct,
of behaviour, which face us all, day by day, in the Christian life.
We may be sure that if we read God's Word regularly and go by
its teachings, we shall not go far astray.

There was a man in India who began to show interest in Christian
ity, partly through a teacher, but the thing which really brought
him to repentance, to the point of baptism and later on to identifying
himself completely with the Christian faith, was a Tamil Bible. In
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the course of his work he had to leave his own village, and then he
had more opportunity of reading God's Word; and as it penetrated
his mind and heart he realised that Christianity was the true religion,
that Jesus Christ was the Saviour indeed, and the time came when
he came forward for baptism, came before the church, and later
on we had the joy of baptising- him.

Then I think of a Tamil woman who was born in a Hindu home
and heard the Word of God in a school, and later obtained a Bible.
She had much opposition from her own people, and they took her
Bible away, but after she was married some years later, she was
brought into touch with a Christian woman who was able to get her
another Bible. She had to take one of the silver .anklets from her
ankle so that she could buy a Bible, but she began to read it and
God blessed that woman and her husband and their five children
and is using them for blessing others.

THE BIBLE ENTERING INTO A HOME

Last of all, not only when the Bible goes into a country and into
the human heart, but when God1s Word goes into a h'ome, it gives
light.

One of the things we all deplore is the lack of real home life in
many places in England today. The Christian home is the back
bone of our national life. One reason why the Christian home has
deteriorated is because there has not been the regular reading of the
Word of God by parents. I am absolutely convinced that when the
Bible is read in the home regularly, there is blessing in that home.

I was in a Christian home not long ago and to my surprise I found
the father had to get up at about 5.30, as he was working in con
nection with the Milk Marketing Board. When he came home at
breakfast-time he had family prayers with his wife and children,
and not only did he have family prayers in the morning, but he
read the Word after the mid-day meal before he went back to work,
and they had prayer at night. They have no church or chapel, but
that Christian man has started a service in his own home, and God
is blessing his efforts. He has seen the town planning officer in that
town and a piece of land har been promised them on which they
are eventually hoping to put up a chapel, where they can worship
in comfort. That is due to the regular, systematic reading of God's
Word.

I wonder if you could imagine what it is like in India to go into
some homes. They have no Bible, but often there are pictures of
various gods, and thousands look at these pictures in their homes.
When people become Christians it is not always e.asy for people to
realise what they must do-they must take down the old pictures off
the walls, but Christian pictures are few and far between.

One way in which we can overcome their erroneous ideas is by
the Word of God, and I am happy to tell you that now in some
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Christian homes you can find a Christian calendar. It is a joy to
us when we go into a home in India and see people with the signs
of Christianity in their homes.

The question was asked of Hezekiah, "What have they seen in
thine house?" I am not condemning radio or television, but I think
it is true to say that in many Christian homes you will find radio
and television but not always is it possible to find sigm of Christianity
in the form of texts or calendars. The Bible is one way of correct
ing these things.

"The entrance of Thy words giveth light." God grant it may con
tinue to give light in India and in England as it enters into the
country, the human heart and in the home.

H. A. HucKE·rr.

"OLD FASHIONED NOW"

Arriving at a cottage in a village in the West of England, I was
interested to notice seven framed texts in the rooms. They were:

"Set your affection on things above" (Colossians 3 : 2).
"I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt.

28: 3).
"Kept by the power of God" (1 Peter 1 : 5).
"Sanctified and meet for the Master's use" (2 Timothy 2 : 21).
"In the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me" (Psalm 27 : 5).
"God Himself is with us for our Captain" (2 Chron. 13 : 2).
"In Thee do I put my trust" (Psalm 16: 1).

I ventured to remark to the lady of the house, "I am interested
to see the texts-what lovely ones they are!" The reply was:
"Oh, they're old-fashioned now-they belonged to my mother."
I felt that she must have been a godly mother to have had such
lovely texts. w.o.s.

PARTICULAR REDEMPTION

"Is there not something instructive to be drawn from this? Do
not the different statements that have been made clearly shew that
redemption is special; that redemption is no wider than effectual
calling; and that redemption is a saving blessing, and does not
merely make us salvable.

"All the redeemed shall be gathered, and gathered because they
are redeemed. 'The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion.' '1 will gather them, for 1 have redJeemed them.' Christ
gave himself for the Church,' and He will 'sanctify and cleanse it.'

"Redemption that does not rescue is a mockery-an invention of
man. Redemption that saves, and ensures the gathering of the
redeemed to the Redeemer, is the precious Redemption of Jesus."

-SEPTIMUS SEARS (1819-1877) in Six Senmons (1863), p. 89.



The Gospel Magazine 59

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

[EDITOR'S Norm : We are very glad to receive a third contribution
by "E.R." The two previous Sermons which appeared in The
Gospel M agazinlJl were :

(1) "They need not depart" (June, 1959);

(2) "A Pierced Christ" (November, 1959).

These were sent at the suggestion of the Rev. Harold R. H. Hill.
We mention this because we feel that there may be others (who are
lovers of God's Sovereign Grace) whose kindly help we would
welcome in the ministry of God's Word to His people in all parts of
the world through the pages of the Magazine.-Editor.J

" AN UNCTION FROM THE HOLY ONE"

By"E.R."

«But ye ha.ve an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things."-1 John 2 : 20).

IT may be said at once that, of all the Apostles anointed by the
Spirit, John was not the least anointed, for the epistles bearing his
name cannot be read by a believing heart and a tender conscience
without feeling he was most blessedly led by the Spirit into holy
fellowship with the Father and with the Son. A heavenly aroma
pervades these epistles.

The leading truths of this epistle set forth the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord; His eternal Deity; His true
and proper Sonship; the reality of His sacred humanity; His finished
work on the cross; His advocacy for His sinning people, and the
fellowship the saints have with the Triune God by the Mediator
and the power of the Spirit. "That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ."

May a drop of this holy oil fall on one's tongue and your ears as
we endeavour to speak on this subject!

I.-POSSESSION OR IMITATION?

"Ye have an unction."
The allusion undoubtedly is to the "holy anointing oil" that was

made under the special direction of God by Moses, and used to
consecrate, or set apart, the priests, the tabernacle and its furniture,
for the service and praise of God. In Exodus 30: 22-38 we may
read the full particulars of its ingredients and its confection after"
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the art of the apothecary. "Thou shalt make it a perfume, a con
fection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and
holy." In its spiritual significance it points to the gift and graces
of the Holy Spirit.

And there was to be no imitation, on pain of death. Very
solemn is the word of the Lord upon this matter: it is plain and
pointed and repeated: "Whosover compoundeth any like· it, or
whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off
from his people." The hand of God would be seen in awful judg-
ment upon the imitator. The work of the Holy Spirit may bc
imitated, but woe to the imitator and imitation!

THE WORK OF GOD OR THE WORK OF THE FLESH?

Is the work we profess to have upon our souls the work of God
or the work of the flesh? There is nothing more certain and Sllrc
that in life's last moments, if not before, the religion that is not
solely of the Holy Spirit will fail us. And what shall we do then?

Are we to be like the foolish virgins at the sound of the Bride
groom's voice-find at that dread moment that our religion has no
oil, nothing of God in it? All our religion to die and leave us in
total darkness when most we need the light of heaven? To have
nothing but shame and confusion when we expected nothing hut
confidence and the reward of eternal glory?

My friends, consider this important matter, for nothing is morc
likely and probable that much we have about us, supposed to be of
God, is only the product of the vile imitator, the flesh, our to-be
dreaded-and-avoided deceiver, ever ready to act in conjunction
with the adversary, the devil.

(a) Repentance. Is our repentance a godly one, a repentance that
needeth not to be repented of, the effect of the Spirit's teaching
and the Saviour's applied blood? There is a repentance, the work
of slavish fear, ending in despair, as witness Judas Iscariot.

(b) Faith. In faith-there is a feigned faith and there is an un
feigned faith-and which is ours? Is it the kind gift of God to us
in grace, or is it the natural man's credence to the written word?
Does it work by love shed abroad in the heart, or is it worked by
some religious excitement or any other fleshly motion? Has it any
"work" (I Thess. 1 : 3) or is it mere "play"?

(c) Love. There is a love which is of God-the beautiful fruit of
the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22), and there is a love, in spite of all its pre
tensions, that has nothing of God in it: an imitation, or to use the
word of God, it is "feigned." It will be a great favour if you and I
are found to be the possessors of the "unfeigned love" of I Peter
1 : 22; otherwise, we shall be just a sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal (I Cor. 3 : 1).

(d) Hope. In hope we may have the false or the true'-the hope of



The Gospel Magazine 61

the hypocrite, which God has said shall be cut off; or the hope that
is raised in the soul by the revelation of Christ as one's own friend
and Saviour. That will be a good hope, and will be proved good
when you pass the river of death; the hope that never will be dis
owned by God or make the subject thereof ashamed. Blessed hope!

It is impossible to enter into all the details of imitation of which
we may be the subjects: for there is scarcely one fruit of the Holy
Spirit that has not, as its imitation, a base work of the flesh.

In the Divine Word Satan stands as a deceiver from the first
page to the end thereof, deceiving people; and if we are not de
ceived, well, we shall owe that to Sovereign Grace alone. From
Genesis 3, having deceived the woman (I Tim. 2: 14) to (Rev.
12 : 3) "deceived the whole world" is the testimony of God about
the Devil.

(a) Ministers. He has his Ministers (2 Cor. 11: 15) transformed
as the ministers of righteousness (but do note this) "whose end shall
be according to their works." Ministerial imitation! Meditate on
that-pray about that!

(b) Churches. Also there are Churches which are but imitations,
and these are largely attended too; and such is the overcoming
power of his deceit that Satan's church-members are sure they are the
people of God! And only God who can read the heart can say who
they are; so near is the imitation to the real; but none will impose
upon the Lord, "I know the blasphemy of them which say they
are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan" (Rev. 2 : 9).
God has a Church-Satan has his people, too! The Sovereignty of
Jehovah-that He should permit, for wise and holy ends, "Syna
gogues of Satan" to exist close by His own true church! Mind
which church you join!

(c) Ministry. For "many deceivers are entered into the world"
(2 John 7), and all such can preach only what they know; and as
the devil is their teacher they are sure to bring the "doctrines of
the devil" in some form or another, specially in a religious form.
We, who stand in a pulpit, may preach with energy and strength,
and yet it may be not the energy of the Spirit of God; many sparks
of our own kindling may be with us. Think of Numbers 10: 1-4,
"And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them (the
sons of Aaron), and they died before the Lord." What was their
sin? The sin of imitation-they "offered strange fire before the
Lord, which He commanded not." How we need"-and feel the need
too, God knoweth !-to watch and pray that we minister in truth
and in sincerity! Oh! if the people only knew how much God's
own servants are tried about this solemn matter! Alas! it is feared
today that not many hearers have the spiritual capacity to judge
a true minister or his ministry. Many accept appearances; God
looks at the heart of the minister as well as of the listener.
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IIII

HAVE WE A GODLY FEAR?

Now then, as both pulpit and pew may be deceived, where do
we stand this night? Where did we get our religion from? Is it
real or false? Is it from heaven or from men? What has it done
for us? What is it doing now? Can we die on our religion? Can
we enter into the most solemn presence of God with our religion
in our hand? Do you think He can and will say of our religion,
"I Myself gave it you: it is of My holy oil and not your com
pounding" ?

Are you very jealous lest you should be deceived? Do you ask
the Lord to undeceive you if you are deceived? Do you tremble at
the thought of being a deceived person? Do you love reali ties?

This speaks of godly fear working in your heart, sinner. 1t is
good to be well exercised about this matter. No deception can the
fear of the Lord tolerate; it detests any form of sham in the eternal
matters of the soul; it will fight with all the men of the Fair of
Vanity; for its fooleries and frauds it cannot bear. If your soul
gets a word of God sweet to its taste, in steps godly fear and searches
to see if the Giver was God; in any feeling in prayer, this grace
wants to know whether it were mere sentiment or the unction of
the Spirit. This fear is quick to detect the impositions of the Resh
in all things pertaining to the work and warfare and service of
God; quick to tell of those things that are approved of God and an
honour to His Holy Name.

All things, therefore, in the soul, in the worship of God, in the
walk that savours of human manufacture, it firmly refuses as a vile
imitation of holy oil. A sound mark of grace in the heart to have
this sort of fear!

II.-GOD ANOINTED JESUS FOR HIS SACRED OFFICE

In the Old Testament the holy oil was essential before the priest
could enter upon his sacred office. "And thou shalt anoint Aaron
and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto Me
in the priest's office" (Exodus 30 : 30).

Jesus is our Great High Priest, and He was anointed from eternity
to His sacred office-that is to say-set apart to be the Saviour
of His people. "Called of God an High Priest after the order of
Melchisedec. For those priests were made without an oath but
this with an oath by Him that said unto Him, the Lord sware and
will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec. And the word of the oath, which was since the law,
maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore."

He was anointed in His sacred humanity from the instant of its
conception of the substance of the Virgin Mary. No possibility of
evil or sin could be in that humanity, which was both made and
filled by the operation of the Holy Spirit. What was born of the
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Virgin by the power of the Highest overshadowing her is called
"that holy thing" (Luke 1 : 35).

He served God in His mediatorial work from start to finish with
no imitation: He and His work were holy, yea, "most holy." "God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power,
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil: for God was with Him."

As Christ is thus seen feelings of love to and admiration of His
sacred person move within our hearts. "Thou art fairer than the
children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath
blessed thee for ever. All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes,
and cassia." Most acceptable to His Father and, by grace, most
acceptable to His brethren also. Thus was Jesus fitted for His
priestly office. He had a most blessed "somewhat" to offer (Heb.
8 : 3). He was an offering and a sacrifice to God for the sins of
His people-a sweet smelling savour. Here in this work the Father
delights in His Son and, seeing His people in union with Him, can
and does say "Thou art all fair, My love: there is no spot in thee."
May we all know this Great High Priest far more in His sin-bearing,
and so, sin-removing office! No other knowledge of any avail.
Nothing else matters but this!

IlL-MEMBERS OF CHRIST ARE ANOINTED

The Unction is from the Holy One. Each of the three Persons
of the Trinity bear this blessed character. "Holy" is the Father,
and the Son, and the Spirit.

The "Holy One" is the Saviour (1 John 2: 27, 28). "This Jesus
hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore, being
by the right hand of God exalted, and having rec~ived of the Fathel'
the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye
now see and hear" (Acts 2 : 32, 33).

This unction, first given to Him as Head of the Mystic BOldy
the Church-and that without measure, is given through Him to all
members of that body, with measure. The saint who feels the most
insignificant member of His body has his portion of this unction;
for "It is like the precious ointment upon the beard, even Aaron's
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments." The whole
of Christ mystical is anointed with this holy oil.

RESULTS OF THIS ANOINTING

Now certain results follow if we are anointed of God.
(a) We shall surely endorse' the words, awo~ is me, for I mm

und:one; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of Hosts." "These things said Esaias when he saw
His glory and spake of Him" (Isaiah 6: 5; John 12: 41). The
sight of Divine holiness does it! Isaiah "saw the Lord sitting upon
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a throne, high and lifted up." Then said I, " 'Woe is me' for I am
undone-cut off." Have you ever seen this great sight? Then you
agree fully with Isaiah.

(b) Our iniquity is taken away and our sin purged. The sight of
holiness was followed with "then flew one of the seraphims unto
me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar; and he laid it-caused it to touch (margin)
-my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is takenl away and thy sin is purged.» All our efforts to
improve our nature, to make us presentable to God. is virtually
setting aside the atoning work of Jesus Christ. The Spirit will
honour none but Jesus in this matter. What a blessing to have, in
any measure, the application of atoning blood by the power of the
Spirit! Can we face death, eternity, and Jehovah, with solid peace
and hope by any other word than Christ's? Name it if you can!
No: if our unholiness is not removed by Christ being our Holiness,
then we shall die with these awful words following our spirit, "He
which is filthy let him be filthy still" (Rev. 22 : 11).

(c) Knowledge attends this unction-"Ye know all things." And
"the same anointing teacheth you of all things" (27 v.). The
"all things" must refer to spiritual things, the same that belong to
"all truth" of John 16: 13, into which the Saviour promised the
Spirit should guide His disciples. What things have the greatest
.attraction for us when we are with conscience and God? The
things of this world? No: The soul taught to feel the Father's love,
to enter, as it were into the heart of God, in the gift of His Son
for his own salvation from the depravity of his heart, the evils of this
world, the curse of a broken law, and saved unto all that God
has promised, has received this "unction" or heavenly teaching.
So also has that sinner who, feeling the badness of his heart and
life, is afraid mercy can scarcely be granted him, and yet, with all
his inward evils and no well-spent life to bring to God, is enabled
to fall down in spirit before God and beg for pardoning mercy
through the atoning blood of Immanuel.

"All things" essential to Salvation such are sure to be taught,
,and they are the only things which a Spirit-taught person really
seeks to know.

(d) Such te'aching will bring humility. Pride is as close to us as
our skin. It will work in the most deeply taught soul; in fact, such
are the individuals who feel pride the most. But there are times
wqen such are very low before God. They do not ape an humility,
which is the worst form of pride; they beg for that suit which the
apostle Peter names, "Be clothed with humility" (1 Peter 5: 5).

(e) The separating effect of this teaching is observable. Some reli
gious people cannot endure spiritually taught souls, and so they
leave them. "They went out from us, but they were not of us;
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for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued
with us" (1 John 2 : 19). And we must not forget that, while one
may separate himself by reason of his ignorance, prejudice, or tradi
tion, or even because none are good enough for him, "These be
they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit" (Jude
19); but the spiritual person seeks to be separate from all evil and
all that is unlike Christ on the alone ground of Exodus 33, 16 verse:
"For wherein shall it be known here that I and Thy people have
found grace in Thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? SO'
shall we be separated, I and Thy people, from all the people that are
upon the face of the earth." The Divine presence in the soul will
graciously separate-and keep separate.

(f) We are taught to love. "If we love one another, God dwelleth
in us, and His love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we
dwell in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit"
(1 John 4: 12, 13). Without this grace of the Spirit we are "sound
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal" (1 Cor. 13: 1). "He that loveth
not, knoweth not God: for God is love. If a man say, I love God,
and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath
not seen?" (1 John 4 : 20). This "oil" of the Spirit will penetrate
the hardest heart and soften it.

(g) The Anointing abides. "But the anointing which ye have
received of Him abideth in you. Satan strives his mightiest to rub
out this "oil," and very sadly it must be said, our own wicked heart
so desperately wicked, so deceitful above all things, works its hardest
to push heavenly teaching out of us.

Were it not for God saying "and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in Him" (1 John 2: 27), we are certain the family of
God have certain things within, and meet with certain things with
out, that would have torn up every vestige of truth out of the soul.

Do you think less of yourself as a sinner tonight than when God
first taught you? Is His dear Son of less importance to you now
than then? Those Gospel truths of sovereignty, election, effectual
calling, vicarious atonement for sin, special providences attending
you everywhere and always from birth to death, I say, are you
tired of those truths? We have not yet seen anything in them to be
ashamed of, and we are confident none can be found to equal
them; we desire to enter more fully into them and "abide in Him"
(1 John 2 : 27).

(h) Holiness will, be taught us by this abiding uniction, for it is
from the C( holy One." Nothing but holiness can come from such a
Source. From the moment of regeneration a holy principle is
planted within the heart, and, while that reveals our sinful de
formity, its complete corruption, yet it also shows us the beauty of
holiness and creates desires to live holily. We know the "old man"
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will remain the "old man" to the very last, yet we sincerely beg for
the "old man" to be kept in subjection, and indeed we could wish
for his total extinction.

Sin can do nothing but make sorrow for a gracious soul. Never
can a marriage be made between sin and grace. A tender love for
God's glory is in the heart of the godly, and such ever wish to
avoid all things that offend the Lord. They love righteousness and
hate wickedness, yet know that their very best is of no mcrit in
point of acceptance before God. You will label all you ever may be
helped to do, in a right spirit for His glory, as "loss and dung"
nothing but offensive-in comparison with the "excellency or the
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord."

Every doctrine, promise, precept, every aspect of truth taught us
by this "unction," will be sure to produce in us a likeness, in some
measure, to Christ. "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you"; or, as the margin reads, "whereto ye
were delivered" (Romans 6 : 17).

HAVE WE AN UNCTION FROM THE HOLY ONE?

To end these remarks-Have we had no humbling at the feet of
God in secret, when our very heart has confessed our sins with a
loathing of ourselves best expressed by Job, "1 am vile"? Have we
had no part of the Word of God so applied to us that for a season,
at any rate, has lifted us out of ourselves, and put us very blessedly
at the feet of Christ, clothed and in our right mind? Can you not
go back to some part of your life when the Holy One gave you a
drop of this Holy Oil so that you were softened and made to hope in
His mercy, in spite of your native unbelief? Have you not had
some times when you have seen Christ in His Word in the glory
of His Eternal Deity: seen His grace in becoming so poor as to
have no place where to lay His head: seen Him going to the
Garden and then to the Cross with all that was involved for Him
therein :' seen Him rise from the dead and ascend to His Father
and, He said, to your Father also? If you and I have had anything
of this oil, we will seek for fresh oil, renewed tokens, revived work
within, for our peace, comfort, instruction, reproof, correction, until
at last we may, by grace, enter into the presence of the Holy Onc,
the Giver, never to sin more or be cast down, but' serve Him in
perfect holiness for evermore. B,R.

A NEW YEAR THOUGHT

I am not sent a pilgrim here
My heart with earth to fill;

But I am here God's grace to learn
And serve God's sovereign will.

-.John Dickie.
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OLD ANDREW'S AWAKENING
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"IT is never too late to mend," says the proverb. But the trouble
with old Andrew Scott was that he had no idea that he needed
mending. Andrew was the son of good Christian parents, who had
taught him everything that was good from the time that he was a
toddling baby. He learnt to reverence the Bible, which he knew
was the Word of God; he went to church and to Sunday-school
regularly every Sunday; and he grew up a pleasant well-behaved
steady boy, liked and approved of by everybody.

Time went on; Andrew went to work and got on well. The firm
that employed him found him industrious and punctual and sensible,
a man to be trusted in every way. He kept up his steady church
going habits, and at twenty-six he became a regular communicant.

In due time Andrew married a good wife. The children that
were born were all brought up properly, and they followed in their
father's footsteps. The Scotts were a most respectable family, with
out a black sheep among them. Andrew still continued to attend
every service at his church; whatever the weather, you could count
on Andrew's place being always filled.

And now Andrew was eighty-six years old. His wife had died
long since, but the old man lived contentedly in the home of a
married grand-daughter, and still kept up his careful attendance at
church.

It was not surprising that when the new minister was appointed,
Andrew was one of the first people whom he noticed. The old man
was so vigorous and well that the minister was astonished to learn
his age. All the church members were proud of old Andrew, and
it was from them that the minister heard of his long association
with the church.

At the first opportunity the new minister called on old Andrew,
and was most warmly welcomed. Andrew was naturally an author
ity on church affairs after so long a connection with the place of
worship, and it was evident that he still took the liveliest interest
in everything that concerned its welfare. The minister was eager
to hear all that the old man had to say, and they got on very well
together.

But almost from the first moment of the visit, the minister felt
that something was wanting. Andrew was very ready to talk, and
his knowledge of ministers and churches was remarkable. But as
soon as the visitor spoke of Christian experience and of spiritual
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things generally, the old man was silent. The rmmster had ex
pected to sit at Andrew's feet, hearing of all that the Lord had
done for him during- the last sixty years. At first he thought that
possibly his reserve was due to shyness; but when all his attempts
to turn the conversation to eternal things failed entirely, the minister
concluded sadly that poor old Andrew, with all his privileges, had
no personal interest in Christ at all. He came away chilled at the
lack of response, and much concerned about the old man's state
before God.

A few weeks later, an evangelistic meeting- was held in the village,
at which the minister was the speaker. Andrew was there, of course;
he never missed a meeting or a service, even on a week-night. The
subject of the address was "Redemption through the blood of
Christ"-the message of the Gospel which the old man had heard
hundreds of times before, and which had affected him as little as
water does a duck's back. Why should it be different that evening?
The only answer is that God's time had come! "None can stay
His hand"; and at last the moment had arrived when His purpose
of mercy was to be fulfilled, and old Andrew was to hear the voice
of the Holy Spirit speaking to his heart.

Andrew had settled himself comfortably to listen as usual. But
as the preacher spoke of salvation, showing from the Scriptures that
it depends entirely on what Christ has done, and not in the least
on what the sinner tries to do, Andrew for the very first time in his
life felt a sort of doubt stirring in his mind. The thought struck
him that his ideas of how to be saved were different from the
minister's. "Either he's wrong, or I am!" thought the old man;
"if it's true what he says, then I've been building on a false founda
tion all these years. Can it be possible that I've been an unconverted
sinner the whole time?"

Nobody knew Andrew's thoughts, and he went home as usual.
But that night he could not sleep. His mind was greatly disturbed.
The thought that the minister must be right filled him with fear
and anxiety. But then looking back over his long life of good
behaviour, of constant attendance at church-was all his goodness
to count for nothing?

The poor man was greatly distressed, and so occupied with his
thoughts that he could not take his food, nor attend to anything.
The next night was as bad as the first; he lay awake pondering
the great question as to whether he really was saved. More and
more he saw that Christ's was the only righteousness which Cod
could accept; but it was very hard to give up all his own righteous
ness and goodness. At last, however, he was led to see that he was
just a poor lost sinner, with no hope but in the Lord Jesus Christ.
It was midnight, but Andrew got out of bed, and kneeling down,
he "came to Jesus as he was, weary and worn and sad." He re-
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membered the words of the Lord Jesus, "Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest"; "Him
that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out"; and coming to
Jesus, old Andrew found that His words were true indeed. He had
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The old man went back to bed and slept peacefully. At breakfast
time he came down looking so cheerful and alert, that his grand
daughter remarked upon it, saying that she had been quite worried
about him the last few days. Andrew at once told her what had
been happening to him since the meeting. "And now," he said,
"I must lose no time getting to work; I can't have long left now
at my age, but I must use all the time I've got to make known the
Lord's own way of salvation."

He did indeed begin at once, first with his own children and
grandchildren, and then with everybody he met. The whole village
was astonished at the change in the old man, and his zeal for the
cause of God. The minister knew nothing of it, until he made
another call at the house two or three weeks after the meeting.
Andrew rose eagerly to meet him, saying "Oh sir, I can look you
in the face now! I've found the Lord-or rather, the Lord has
found me! Last time you came I had nothing to say when you
spoke of Christ-but it's different now!" And Andrew poured out
his story.

During the next five months Andrew spent all his time telling his
friends what the Lord had done for his soul, and how He had had
compassion on him. Then one morning in his usual vigorous health,
he went out for a stroll in the garden; in a few minutes he fell
suddenly stricken, and departed to be for ever with the Lord!

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 72

The whole: Four words of encouragement.
1. His name means "son of consolation."
2. A memorial stone to commemorate a victory of Israel.
3. Mary's alabaster box held "very precious" this.
4. There is one "that sticketh closer than a brother."
5. "Mine host."
6. He hid and fed one hundred of the Lord's prophets in a time

of danger.
7. Tree under which the angel sat, who spoke to Gideon.
8. She made clothes for poor widows.
9. John's raiment was made of this.

10. A merry one makes "a cheerful countenance."
11. He showed great kindness to Jeremiah in the dungeon.
12. Malchus's this was cut off at the arrest of the Lord Jesus.
13. Sent out by Noah from the ark after forty days.



III1

70 The Gospel Magazine

SOLUTION OF No. 71

The whole: Sennacherib.
1. Shebna II Kings 18: 18
2. Eliakim 18: 18
3. Nisroch 19: 37
4. Nineveh 19 : 36
5. Armenia 19: 37
6. Conduit 20 : 20
7. Hezekiah 19: 14
8. Esarhaddon 19: 37
9. Recorder 18: 18

10. Isaiah 19: 2
11. Brazen Serpent 18: 4

Loved with love from everlasting,
Lord, Thy Church must rest secure;

Bought with blood, by grace now quickened,
Their eternal peace is sure.

Happy people,
Loved, and bought, and called by grace.

Yet, amidst a world of follies,
With a future vile and base,

Oft assailed by fierce temptations,
How we need Thy mighty grace!

Dangers threaten,
Lord, uphold us in Thy fear.

Never s.afe but when protected
By Thy providence and love;

Leave us not, but daily keep us,
Till we see Thy face above:

Keep us, Jesus,
As the apple of Thine eye.

Keep us, Lord, from hard presumption;
Keep us, too, from unbelief;

When assailed by dark temptation,
Send us succour and relief:

Keep, oh keep us,
Till our pilgrimage is o'er!

Keep us that our lives may praise Thee,
May we live to honour Thee;

And, when called to pass the river,
May we then Thy presence see:

Jesus, keep us,
Till in heaven we sing Thy grace!

-Septimus SeaTS, 1865.

I
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

MISS RUTH BRYAN (NOTTINGHAM)

71

I:.
~ t

CENTENARY OF HER DEATH (1860)

IN conside~ation of the centenary of the death of MISS RUTH BRYAN
(1805-1860), "The Happy Gleaner," a name by which she often
called herself, our thoughts were also directed to some evidences of
the Lord's gracious dealings in the city of Nottingham, where it has
pleased God to preserve a seed to serve Him for generations past.

I.-GLEANINGS OF GOD'S WORKINGS IN NOTTINGHAM

As far back as the year 1660 there were two godly servants of
Jesus Christ, ministering at the church of St. Mary, in the city of
Nottingham, one being- the pastor, the other being the lecturer of
the church. As so often prevails with those who would live godly,
they were both involved in persecution for the Scriptural truths
which they so faithfully and fearlessly proclaimed. This was occa
sioned at the passing of the Act of Uniformity, which came into
force in the year 1662, when they were evicted and suspended from
the preaching- of the gospel of grace in the city.

When later a measure of liberty was allowed these sent ministers
of God, their friends, and those who hungered and thirsted after
righteousness, erected a meeting house for them to preach in, on
the Hig-h Pavement, Nottingham, and where for many years these
two faithful men proclaimed the Word of Life. One of them,
MR. WILLIAM REYNOLDS, said in his dying- hours, "The apprehen
sion I have of the odiousness of sin, of the beauty of holiness, the
excellency of Christ, and the preciousness of faith, are the same as
formerly, or rather, are more growing. Praised be the Lord! I
have peace without and peace within!"

In the year 1724 a Particular Baptist Church was formed, meeting
in Friar Lane, Nottingham. One of the ministers who preached
here in its early days was ABRAHAM BOOTH, who at that time kept
a school at Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts. It is said that Mr. Booth
regularly traversed the twelve miles distance on foot. He was the
author of several excellent works, including- "The Reign of Grace."
A portion of the Confession of Faith, of the Friar Lane Church,
dated November, 1769, reads thus:

"We, a small handful of the unworthy dust of Zion ....
holding the doctrine of election, the fall of man, regeneration,
justification, adoption, perseverance, and judgment to come, in
obedience to the command of God, and in conformity to the
example of our Lord Jesus Christ and His faithful followers
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recorded in the New Testament, as the only rule of our faith
and practice, desiring- in all thing-s to be conformed to the
whole will of God. . . . ."

WrLLIAM CAREY preached in this chapel in the year 1792, soon
after which he sailed for India as a missionary.

ZroN CHAPEL, Fletcher Gate, Nottingham, was a cause of truth
in the 19th century, but has long ceased to exist. Mr. William
Gadsby preached there in 1824, on the occasion of the ordination
of the minister, MR. JAMES JACKS, which sermon is to be found in
"The Gospel Standard," 1847, page 194. Incidentally, Mr. Jacks
was one of the seals of the venerable Dr. Robert Hawker's ministry
at Charles, Plymouth. Mr. Jacks was an able minister, but it
pleased the Lord concerning him that at the early age' of thirty
four years, he should be removed from the church militant to the
church triumphant. A most interesting obituary regarding Mr.
Jacks can be found in "The Gospel Magazine," 1829, page 235.

MR. BRYAN, the father of Ruth Bryan, was pastor at Zion for
a time, and some time afterwards the pastorate was filled by MR.
A. J. BAXTER, later of Eastbourne. Mr. Baxter, as editor of "The
Christian Advocate," frequently quoted the letters of Ruth Bryan,
in the pages of that magazine.

H.-SKETCH OF RUTH BRYAN'S LIFE

Ruth Bryan was born in London, on July 6th, 1805. Her father
was at that time engaged in trade, but was soon afterwards provi
dentially called to Nottingham to preach the everlasting gospel.

Almost from infancy Ruth became the subject of reli,gio'Us im
pressions. Her mind opened as it were unconsciously. So gentle
was the work of the Spirit in His early operations, that, in speaking
of it, she would say it was like Mark 4 : 26-27: "And he said, So
is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the
ground; And, should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how." The seed had
sprung and grown up, she knew not how. Hence the after-work
and the whole course of her future life was the more conspicuously
of God. Without doubt, the very tender way in which the Lord
first began to deal with her, tended to produce the like spirit,
which so specially characterised her daily life. As in her own case
there had been, "first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in
the ear," so she in turn was ready to watch and wait patiently for
the buddings and blossomings of grace in others, feeling particularly
jealous of eating off any in whom she perceived the faintest breath
of spiritual life. It has been said that hers was emphatically "the
life, walk, and triumph of faith."

Be it remembered, that this was not the lesson of a day; ere such
a blessed life could be attained, self must be brought low. The
process was a painful one. Many years of darkness were appointed
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her, during which time she had to wade through deep waters of
heart exercise, whilst groaning under the bondage of the law. She
had occasional gleams of hope, but her usual frame of mind was
one of doubt and uncertainty, to which many experienced Christians
bore witness who knew her. The heavy cloud at length passed
away: Ruth's jubilee day dawned. After sixteen years of soul
anguish, Jesus Himself proclaimed liberty to His captive one. "The
word of the Lord came expressly to" her soul, and' she was free
indeed. John 8: 36: "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed."

From the pages of her diary, it is seen how she was brought some
times into great straits as regards temporal provisions; doubtless,
for the trial of her faith. At her mother's death (her father had
predeceased her mother) she w,as left with a small income, which
from different causes gradually diminished. Under these circum
stances, she did not eat the "bread of idleness," but sought to
increase her little store by doing nedlework. Yet, in spite of her
endeavours, she was often in painful extremities, at which times she
indeed proved that "it is better to trust in the Lord than to put
any confidence in man." Her expectation was from Him, therefore
to Him alone did she confide her pressing needs, carefully keeping
them secret, even from those friends who were on terms of the
closest fellowship with herself, and who would have esteemed it a
privilege to have ministered to her wants.

IlL-SYMPTOMS OF CANCER

Before her youth was passed, symptoms of cancer manifested
themselves, and though the disease lay dormant many years, it was
at last developed, and after causing her years of anguish, brought
her finally to the grave.

At such times she would say that she needed no sympathy, it was
but the beckoning hand of her Beloved, saying, "Comy up hither."
From the trying nature of her disease, irritability might have been
expected; but no, the power of the indwelling Comforter kept these
earthly tempers in abeyance, and the lessons she had so long been
learning at the feet of Jesus were now evidenced by the patience and
forbearance which characterised this latter stage of her pilgrimage.

On the night before her decease she refused the presence of any
friend to watch by her, lest it should disturb heavenly converse with
the King of saints; but she was overheard pleading with Him, just
prior to the shining into her soul of the beams of the eternal day.
Early on the morning of July 27th, 1860, she was found uncon
scious, and, in less than an hour after, she sweetly fell asleep in
Jesus, to wake up after His likeness.

IV.--lRUTH'S LETTERS

There is in Ruth Bryan's letters a savour of Christ, at once sweet
and rare, with a marvellous richness and variety. Mr. A. Moody
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Stuart says that her "letters are remarkably like Samuel Ruther
ford's, not rivalling them in depth, and genius, and sanctified wit
sublimed into heavenly imagery, but closely resembling them in
most winning, unwearied, and gloriously endless eulogy of the King
in His beauty. They are admirably fitted to allure believers into a
nearer fellowship with the Lord Jesus. .. There are few Ruth
Bryans in these days, the church greatly needs more; and we are
therefore thankful to God that she 'being dead, yet speaketh.' If
her letters are blessed to pro~oke some to a holy emulation to tread
in her heavenly footsteps, this seed-corn now cast into the ground
will be reaped in a harvest of joy in the Great Day." (Preface to
"Letters").

We quote one of Ruth's letters in full.

"Christ our substitute, the consolation in time of trial..
September 24th, 1857.

Much-loved and tenderly-remembered Friend,
I was delighted to receive your note. The Lord has been

gracious, He has had mercy, and I do praise Him. May all
have to say, "It has been good for me that I have been
afflicted." No doubt there is in this trial some special message
to each. May our language be, "I will hear what God the Lord
will speak."

I have this morning much enjoyed those words, "I will sing
of mercy and judgment: unto thee, 0 Lord, will I sing." Judg
ment to JESUS, and mercy to vile worthless ME. Mercy flow
ing warmly through His pierced heart and precious veins. What
a channel wherein to flow! Oh! what love of our Father to
lay upon Him all our iniquities, to number Him with the trans
gressors, and then to give Him judgment without mercy, saving
all the mercy for us rebellious younger children. Oh! what a
loving Elder Brother, who for the joy of our release and blessing,
was content to be judged, condemned, and executed; and what
a blessed Comforter who takes of these wonders and reveals
them to the soul, making it to sing for joy, like that word,
"Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust." At times we do sadly
cleave to the dust; but the power of love revives us again,
causing us to awake and sing.

The Lord bless you all, and pour out His Spirit upon you!
Fresh oil prepares for all we are called to. And now adieu.
Soon the shadows of time will be past, and we, through free
grace, shall spend eternity together in the open vision of the
Lamb. In Him, your own warmly affectionate

RUTH.

VI.-RUTH'S DIARY

Ruth's Diary also bears faithful testimony to the eternal love of

,
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GDd the Father, the redeeming grace of the Lord Jesus, and the
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. It breathes throughout of a
full, free, unconditional salvation to "the poor and needy." There

. was within her so deep and privileged an insight into God's Word,
qualifying her in an eminent degree to impart to her fellow-pilgrims
the sweetest and most glowing views of the "truth as it is in Jesus."

We will quote from Ruth's Diary.

JANUARY 6TH, 1852: I have had a rich feast this evening, in
hearing Mr. S---, from Song 4. Gladly would I have
returned to earth no more. My soul did glow, as he described
the glory of my beloved Lord; and did swell ~·vith rapture while
he described the harmony above echoing and re-echoing,
"Worthy is the Lamb! worthy is the Lamb!" Again I feel the
blessedness of union, and that I dwell in the married land.
"Thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is His name."

JANUARY 18TH, SABBATH: On Friday evening I was informed
that the French were likely to invade our dear country. My
heart was much moved at the thought of a Popish power, or,
perhaps an infidel one, I know not which. Our little evening
meeting was solemn. We pleaded with the Lord that He would
be on our side. But, oh, how I felt our guiltiness, in giving
liberty to Papists in the midst of us. For this, I "blush to lift
up my face to Thee, my God." We do deserve judgment, but
ask for mercy, in the name of Jesus.

JULY 6TH, 1860: Ebenezer! My birthday. And can it be
that I still linger in the shades of mortality to see another birth
day? Marvellous are Thy ways, 0 Lord God of truth; and it is
marvellous also to consider what the human frame can bear,
when Thou dost afflict and sustain. But I have not a pain,
or a wave too much. Flesh and blood is worn and weary many
times; but Thou dost renew the "inner man," to " lie passive
in Thy hand, and to know no will but Thine." Blessed be Thy
Divine Majesty, for ever and ever, for Thy wonders of love to
such a feeble worm. Fifty-five years have I journeyed in this
great and terrible wilderness, and none could have borne with
me but Thou; neither could any have borne me up but Thou.
I can never record fully Thy goodness and mercy. "Eternity
will not suffice to utter the half of Thy praise." I wait till Thou
shalt fetch me to be with Thee, and behold Thy glory for ever.
Oh! my adorable Lord, be manifestly with me in the last
river. Thou hast gone through death for me, and taken its
sting away. Now let me feel Thee to be my eternal life. 0
Lord, do bless my beloved friends; and those who will miss me
most do Thou baptise abundantly, with Thine own love and
joy. Ebenezer! Praise the Lord. (End of "Diary").
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HER GRAVE

The writer recently visited the grave of Ruth Bryan, which has
a memorial in the form of a scroll, some two feet in height, and
bears the following inscription:

IN
LOVING MEMORY OF

RUTH BRYAN
WRITER OF

"DIARY" AND "LETTERS"
WHO FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS

JULY 27TH, 1860
AGED 55 YEARS.

"The memory of the just is blessed."-Prov. 10: 7.
F.e.

P.S.-The grave can be found in the Nottingham Cemetery,
Canning Circus entrance, first turn right immediately after enter
ing, and a first turn right again. The grave can be seen at the foot
of the second tree to the left of the path, adjacent to the Talbot
Street boundary of the cemetery.

Poetry

ANCIENT THINGS

"And these are ancient things."-l Chronicles 4 : 22.

And these are ancient things, yet not so old
As are the mercies which our God decreed
In ages past. As misers count their gold,
We will recount each loving sovereign deed
Wherewith the Godhead our sore thraldom freed.
Unto eternal life God did elect
The people of His choice. Their every need
His tender heart and Providence protect,
And all the devious ways of pilgrimage direct.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. THOMAS PITTAWAY.
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Obituary
MRS. LOIS WASHINGTON (Dover)

We are sorry to read of the recent death of MRS. LOTs
WASHINGTON, of Dover, widow of the late Canon Marmaduke
Washington.

She was a reader of The Gospel Magadne, and occasionally cor
responded with us. One of her letters said:

"The Gospel Magazine for this month reached me yesterday,
and I was specially interested to note the Sermon Outline by the
REV. CHARLES ROLFE, 1879. Only this week I have been to
Reigate Heath to see Miss Rolfe and her sister, who are distant
connections of mine and who would have been his con
temporaries."

She wrote to us to ask more of the Rev. Charles RoUe and where
he laboured in the Gospel of the Grace of God. We were able to
send her the "Memorials of the Rev. Charles Rolfe, B.A." (1879);
he was Rector of Shadoxhurst and Orlestone, Kent.

We will long- remember the late Mrs. Washington as a staunch
and faithful Protestant witness, and thank God for every remem
brance of His grace in her.

MR. PERCY ORMISTON

We were sorry to read of the death on Monday, Jan. 18th, 1960,
of MR. JAMES PERCIVAL DONALD Ross, ORMISTON, late of Wantag-e,
Berks. and of Wimborne, Dorset. He was 86 years of ag-e. He
died at Brookland Convalescent Home, Bournemouth.

He was a Trustee of The English Churchman, and assisted the
Protestant cause in many valuable ways.

He was the son of the late Rev. James Ormiston (Rector of St.
Mary-le-Port, Bristol and Editor of The Gospel Magazine). We
express our sincere Christian sympathy with his surviving- brother,
Mr. George Ormiston, of Bath.

Mr. Percy Ormiston became a Trustee Patron of St. John the
Baptist with St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, and rendered invaluable help
in the years preceding the union of the two parishes.

The following appeared in the Quarterly Record:
THE LATE MR. FREDERICK.J. WILDERSPIN

Mr. Wilderspin was in his usual place in the office on the morning
of Thursday, June 25th, when he had a severe heart attack. He was
removed to St. Bartholomew's Hospital from where he passed into
the presence of his Lord that same nig-ht.

Mr. Wilderspin entered the office of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society in 1948. Except for an interval of military service, he had
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been engaged in the book trade since leaving school. He was,
however, much exercised over some aspects of his employment,
and it came to him as a call from God when he saw an advertise
ment regarding a vacancy in the Society's office. His usefulness
was soon apparent; beside his knowledge of business routine, he
was an accomplished shorthand writer and typist, and so was able
to relieve the then Secretary, Mr. Naylor, of much correspondence.

Mr. Wilderspin was born of godly parents and brought up in
the nurture and fear of the Lord. It is not possible to say exactly
when the work of grace was begun in his heart, but he often spoke of
this being deepened during the time of his military service with
the Royal Sussex Regiment. He served abroad in North Africa
and in Italy, and he himself testified to the mercy of God in sparing
his life to return to his loved home and his dear ones. Shortly
after his return to England he felt led to acknowledge publicly the
goodness of the Lord, and was baptised at Galeed Chapel, Brighton,
on January 30th, 1946, and received into the Church on February
3rd that same year.

After a brief interval, following the death of Mr. F. Naylor, Mr.
Wilderspin was unanimously appointed the General Secretary of
the Society in 1956. It is true to say that during his three years of
office he endeared himself to all; to the members of the Committee,
to the Subscribers, and also to the Pilgrims.

His experience in the book trade and his knowledge of publishing
was placed wholeheartedly at the disposal of the Committee. He at
once took over the Editorship of the Quarterly Record and made
several alterations resulting in the pleasing layout as we know it
today. He also wrote the Annual Reports during his term of office,
and was joint author, with the Chairman, of the booklet Hitherto
which was published to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the
Society.

Mr. Wilderspin will be greatly missed from the Homes of the
Society, and also from its Sales of Work and Meetings at which he
often spoke in the interests of the work. He seemed especially
blessed in this aspect of his duties; his knowledge of the Word
of God and his gift for applying it to the work of the Society and
to the needs of those who listened to him was often blessed to his
hearers. He himself would say "To God alone be the glory."

Mr. Wilderspin was laid to rest in the Hove Cemetery on July 1st,
1959, the funeral service being conducted by his Pastor, Mr. F.
Gosden, and it was attended by many Members of the Committee,
Subscribers, Pilgrims and Friends.

The sincere sympathy of the Committee has already been ex
pressed to the sorrowing widow, and her daughters. May the Lord
Himself comfort them in their grief.

-The Quarterly Record, A.P.F.S., October, 1959.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF DIVINE GRACE ASSERTED

AND ILLUSTRATED

79

By JOHN NEWTON

Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.-Matt. 11: 26.
THAT the doctrine in verse 25 is true in fact, is sufficiently evident
from commOn observation. The greatest part of those whom the
world esteems wise and prudent, and all to.a man who think them
selves so, pay but small regard to the truths of the gospel. They
are hid from their eyes, and revealed to babes, to those whom they
despise on account of their ignorance and insignificance. And if a
few who are favoured with considerable advantages in point of
genius, education, or rank, do receive the truth in the love of it,
they have been at least taught that they are no better than babes,
and are glad to count all outward things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord.

If we could give no other reason for this dispensation of grace
than that which is assigned in our text, it ought to be satisfactory,
and would be so, if it was not for the pride of our hearts. Surely
that which seems good in the sight of God, must be holy, and wise,
and good in itself. How vain and presumptuous is blinded man,
who would dare to reply .against his Maker, to charge his holiness
with injustice, his wisdom with mistake, his goodness with partial
ity! All their vain cavils will be silenced at the great day, when
the secrets of all hearts are opened, and God will be justified when
he condemns.

However, though we dare not venture too far into the depths of
the divine counsels, yet, from the light he has .afforded us in his
word, we may, in our feeble manner, assert and prove that his ways
are just and equal; and, besides the argument of his sovereignty,
that so it has pleased him, he has been pleased to favour us with
some of the reasons why it has so pleased him. And this is the
subject I propose to lead your meditations to from these words.
May his spirit assist me, that I may not darken counsel by words
without knowledge!

PRINCIPAL ENDS IN SENDING HIS SON

Let us begin with inquiring, What might be his principal ends in
sending his Son into the world, that we might have life through
him? These, I apprehend, were chiefly two:

1. The redemption and complete salvation 01 all who believe.
All mankind are by nature in the same state of sin and misery.
But we ,are told, that at the great day there will be an unspeakable
difference in the circumstances between some and others. Many will
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then stand trembling at his left hand, to whom the King shall say,
"Depart." But those on the right hand will hear those joyful words,
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world." If you ask, To what is this
difference primarily owing? the answer is provided: "Jesus loved
them, and washed them from their sins in his own blood; he re
deemed them out of every nation, and people, and language; they
came out of great tribulation, and washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb; therefore are they not before
the throne." It was then for their sakes, who should be hereafter
found at the right hand of God, that "God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons."

2. But besides this, God had another and a still higher end in the
work of redemption, namely, the manifestation of his own glory.
It was unspeakable love to us that he provided the means of salva
tion at all; and we cannot wonder, much less ought we to complain,
that in justice to himself he appointed such means, and in such a
way, as that all the praise and glory of the contrivance should in the
end redound to himself alone. In order to this, it was necessary that
the following things should be manifested with the fullest evidence.

First, The greatness of man's depravity, guilt, and misery; that it
was not a small thing, but a case worthy the interposition of almighty
power and infinite grace.

Secondly, The utter insufficiency of man to' relieve' himself; that
so God might have the whole honour of his recovery, and we might
be for ever debtors to his free undeserved mercy.

Thirdly, That whereas there are, to outward appearance, a great
variety of characters among mankind, it was necessary the dis
pensation of his grace should be so conducted as to show that no
case' was too hard for' his power, or too low and miserable for his
compassion and condescension.

REASONS

Upon these grounds we may see something of his wisdom in the
methods he has appointed, and in the subjects of his choice; why it
has seemed good in his sight, to hide these things from the wise and
prudent, and to reveal them unto babes; for such reasons as these:

1. To stain the pride of all human glory;
2. To exclude every pretence of boasting;
3. That there might be a ground of hope provided for the vilest

and meanest.
4. That the salvation of believers might be sure and not subject

to miscarry.
I.-TO STAIN THE PRIDE OF ALL HUMAN GLORY

In the first place, then, the Lord of hosts hath proposed it, "to
stain the pride 01 all human glory" (Isaiah 23 : 9). How much men
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are disposed to admire their own wisdom, learning, and fancied
accomplishments, is sufficiently obvious. But now the pride of all
this glory is stained, inasmuch as it is proved by experience to be
utterly useless in the most important concerns.

One man has talents to rule a kingdom, but is himself a slave to
the vilest lusts and passions. Another has courage to face death in
a field of battle, yet, with regard to religion is a mere coward;
overawed by the feeble breath of the mutitude, he is both ashamed
and afraid to practise what his conscience convinces him is his duty.
Another almost pretends to count the number of the stars, and to
can them all by their names; yet has no more thought of the God
that made the heavens and the earth, than the beasts that perish.
Another delights in books and languages which few can understand
but himself; nothing so false or foolish but he accounts it worth his
study, if it has but the stamp of antiquity to recommend it; only
the book of God (though much more ancient than all his fables),
because it may be read in plain English, is thrown by as unworthy
his notice. Another, who professes to be scripture-wise, perverts the
scriptures, and abuses his own reason, to establish the most absurd
errors, or to overturn the plainest truths. Another amuses himself
with setting forth the praises of virtue and morality, while his own
conduct furnishes a standing proof, either of the weakness of his
scheme, or the insincerity of his heart. Time would fail to recount
all the achievements of these wise and prudent men.

But behold the pride of them an stained! In the midst of an
their acquisitions and inventions, they are strangers to God, to them
selves, and to peace; they are without Christ, and without hope:
those things which alone are of real importance, are hid from their
eyes. Here the desperate depravity and deceitfulness of the heart
are manifested, to the glory of God; and it is clearly seen, that if he
does not interpose to save, men are wholly unable to save themselves.

n.-TO EXCLUDE BOASTING

"Where is the boasting then? It is exc1ude:d." As the apostle
speaks in another place, "If Abraham was justified by works, he
hath whereof to glory" (Rom. 4 : 2); so, if men were saved, either
in whole or in part, by their own wisdom and prudence, they
might in the same degree ascribe the glory and praise to them
selves. They might say, My own power and wisdom gave me this;
and thus God would be robbed of the honour due to his name.

But now this is prevented. The word of the Lord is, "Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might; let not the rich man glory in his riches; but let him that
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that
I am the Lord" (Jeremiah 9: 23, 24). For whatever outward ad
vantages some may seem to possess, as to the things of God, they
stand altogether upon a level with the meanest. These things cannot
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be understood by any sagacity on our parts, but must be revealed
by the Father of lights.

What could be done in this way, you may recollect from St. Paul's
representation in the first chapter of his epistle to the Romans.
Many of the Heathens were eminent for wisdom and abilities, and
made great proficiency in science; but with regard to the knowledge
of God, the result of all their researches was error, superstition, and
idolatry: professing themselves to be wise they became fools, and
their disquisitions had no other effect than to leave them without
excuse. Their practice (as will always be the case) was correspondent
to their principles; and in the midst of a thousand refinements
in theory, they were abandoned to the grossest and most detest
able vices.

If it be said, These had not the light of revelation, we may
observe the same or similar effects where the gospel is known.
With this superior light, men are still equally vain in their imagina
tions; and though they do not pay an outward and formal worship
to stocks and stones, they are gross idolators; for they serve, love,
and trust the creature more than the Creator.

When there is a difference, it is owing to grace, and grace is
acknowledged. Such will readily say, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
unto us, but unto thy Name give the praise" (Psalm 115 : 1 P.B.
version). Thus all pretence to boasting is effectually excluded; and
he that can glory upon good grounds, must glory only in the Lord.

If it should be supposed that this representation of things tends to
discourage a diligent and serious inquiry after truth, I answer,
When rightly understood, it will have just the contrary effect. What
can be more suitable to excite diligence, than to point out the method
in which it will assuredly be crowned with success? You cannot
succeed without the light and assistance of the Holy Spirit; but if
conscious of this, and aware of your own insufficiency, you will
seek his direction and guidance by humble prayer, it shall be
afforded you. If you know not this, you will certainly be wearied
in the end by repeated disappointments; but if you depend upon
his teaching and co-operation in the use of the means he has
appointed, your knowledge shall advance as the growing light.

HL-TO OPEN A DOOR OF HOPE TO THE MEANEST

This method of the divine procedure opens a door of hope to the
vilest and the meanest. Let not any be cast down on: account of
any peculiar incapacity or difficulty in their case. If none but the
wise and the learned, the rich, and those who are esteemed well
behaved and virtuous, could be saved, or if these stood in a fairer
way for it than others, the greatest part of mankind might give up
hope, and sit down in despair at once. But the case is exactly the
reverse. It is true, the persons I am speaking of are not the worse
for these distinctions, whenever they are sensible how vain and
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insufficient they are, and betake themselves as poor, helpless, miser
able, blind, and naked, to flee for refuge to the mercy of God in
Christ. But, alas! their supposed qualifications too often harden
them to reject the counsel of God against themselves. They think
themselves whole, and therefore see not the necessity or value of the
physician. You who are sensible you have nothing of your own to
trust to, take encouragement; the Lord has suited his gospel to your
circumstances.

1. Are you poor? The Lord Jesus Christ has sanctified the state
of poverty by taking it on himself. He had not where to lay his
head. He will not therefore despise you on this account. Only
pray that you may likewise be poor in spirit. He looks through all
outward distinctions, and often passes by a palace to make his
presence and power known in a mud-walled cottage. Perhaps he
appointed this state in mercy to your souls, that you might not be
distracted with many things, nor take up with a portion in this
world. You cannot be in a lower or more afflicted state than Lazarus,
who, while he lay neglected at the rich man's gate, oppressed with
want, and full of sores, was a child of God, and the charge of angels.

2. Are you ignorant? If you cannot read, you miss indeed a con
siderable advantage which you might derive from the perusal of
his good word, and I would wish you to attain it if practicable.
If not, give so much more diligent attention to the preaching of the
gospel; entreat others to read the scriptures to you; but especially
pray. The Lord can teach you without a book, and make up for
every defect. It is very possible for you to attain to know and love
God, to love your neighbour, to rejoice in Christ, to keep his pre
cepts, to be content with your station, to live by faith, and to die
with comfort, though you cannot distinguish one letter from another.
The prophet Isaiah, in the prospect of gospel-times, gives a descrip
tion of the way of salvation, which is peculiarly suited for your
comfort. "And a high way shall be there, and it shall be called the
way of holiness; the way-faring men, though fools, shall not err
therein" (Isaiah 25 : 8).

3. Have you been notorious, open sinners? Then you are in the
less danger of trusting to your own righteousness. And as to the
rest, if you are sick of sin, if you sincerely desire to be freed, as well
from the power as from the guilt of it, you stand as fair for salvation
as the most sober and regular person upon the earth. St. Paul,
speaking to those who had been partakers of the saving grace of
God, after he had made an enumeration of the blackest sins which
man can be guilty of, adds: "And such were some of you; but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by. the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6: 11).

IV.-THAT SALVATION SHOULD BE SURE,

In this way the salvation of believers is sure. If it depended on
any thing in man, it might miscarry. Man's boasted wisdom is
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soon changed. A few hours of a fever, a small blow on the head,
may change a wise man into a fool. "But it is of grace, to the
end that the promise might be sure to all the seed" (Rom. 4: 16).
Adam had a stock of wisdom, yet when he was trusted with his own
happiness, he could not preserve it. But the second Adam is all
sufficient. Our dependence is upon him. To those who are babes,
he is wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and all that they want.
If this concern had been left to the wisdom of man, it is most
probable that Christ would have lived and died in vain, without a
single real disciple. But now the dispensation of grace is in his
hands, we are sure that some will believe in him; and we are likewise
sure, that those who truly do so shall never be ashamed of their
hope.

Now, from what has been said,

1. Inquire what is the temper of your minds w£th regard to this
appointment. Our Lord rejoiced in it as the wise and holy will, the
good pleasure of his heavenly Father. If you are displeased at it,
is it not a proof that you have not the mind which was in Christ
Jesus? If God wills one thing, and you will another, where must
the contention end? To what purpose, or with what presence can
you use that expression in the Lord's prayer, "Thy will be done,"
when in effect your hearts rise with enmity against it? This is one
topic from whence we may confirm the declaration of scripture,
that man by nature is not only a transgressor of thel law, but an
enemy, yea enmity itself, against God (Rom. 8: 7). They may pay
some profession of regard to the power that made the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and the fountains of water, while they worship
they know not what according to their own vain and dark imag
inations. But the attributes and characters of God revealed in scrip
ture, his holiness, justice, truth, and sovereignty, they cannot bear.
They are enemies to the declared strictness of his moral government,
and enemies to the methods by which he has proposed to com
municate his grace. But he is God, and who can control him?
Who can say unto him, What hast thou done? You must either
submit to his golden sceptre in time, or his rod of iron will fall upon
you for ever.

2. Does it not appear from hence, that the doctri~e of free SO'vereign
grace is rather an encouragement to awakened and bro!ken-hearted
sinners than otherwise? If you are most unworthy of mercy, and
destitute of every plea, should you not be glad to hear, that the
Lord does not expect worthiness in those whom he saves, but that
he himself has provided the only plea which he will accept, and a
plea which cannot be overruled, the righteousness and mediation
of his well-beloved Son? JOHN NEWTON.

Sermon at Olney.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE SERMONS OF WILLIAM PARKS

By DR. DAVID A. DOUDNEY

St. Luke's, Bedminster, 1868 (Editor of The Gospel Maga<.ine)

[We at times give Notes of Sermons by William Parks. The
following will give our readers some impressions of his Sermons,
written by.a former Editor of The Gospel Maga<.ine.]

MUCH INSTRUCTION

WE doubt not that the really-spiritual reader will find the sermons
fraught with much instruction. We believe that our dear departed
brother's bitterest enemies would be ready to admit that he was
{lI painstaking preacher, and that, as a natural consequence, there
was much teach~ng in his ministry.

Again, we believe that those who differed from him would be
equally willing to admit that there was no' elvad'ing a subje'ct upon
his part. His honesty as a man, and his solicitude as a pastor, we
conceive would prompt him the more earnestly to examine and
to dilate upon a theme or a truth which he felt was uncongenial to
the human heart. He felt the antagonism of his own carnal mind
would only stimulate his new and better nature, the more "earnestly
to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints."

Mr. Parks was no compromiser. He possessed in an eminent
degree a holy jealousy for the truth of God, and was at all times,
and under any circumstances, ready and anxious to vindicate the
name and character of the great and gracious Lord and Master,
whom it was his highest ambition with a single eye, to serve.

RICH VARIETY

His sermons also-a fair specimen of which we imagine are pre
sented to the reader-are not only fraught with teaching, but they
are richly varied. Within the compass of this small volume may
be said to be a small body of divinity. They bespeak the wide range
of truth in which the preacher was wont to minister. There is
"no harping," as some would say, "upon the one string," but here
is a fair and legitimate proportion of doctrine, experience, and
practice, as suggested by a number of well-chosen texts.

Hence such a ministry must have been beneficial in the highest
degree; and, although the preacher has now "ceased from his
labours," and hath entered into his rest, still (blessed be God !),
through these pages, "he yet speaketh." We doubt not, moreover,
that in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy much spiritual profit
and edification will be derived from their perusal.

PITHINESS OF LANGUAGE

We doubt not that the observant reader will be impressed with
the point and piJthiness of the language which, as a vein, runs
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through these sermons. Mr. Parks w,as a man of no ordinary powers.
He was a clear thinker, a masterly controversialist, and had a
peculiar tact in expressing- himself in strong summary language. The
reader will fail not to observe in these sermons that there was no
waste of words. The preacher was not simply talking against time,
or preaching for preaching's sake. He went about his business as a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

KNOWLEDGE OF HIMSELF

That our departed friend was deeply imbued with a knowledge
of himself, and painfully conscious of the sin and frailty of the
nature orf which he was a partaker in common with the whole
human family, will be evident from his pulpit testimony as recorded
in these pages. It was this self-knowledge that, under God, made
him of such service in his day and generation; the same feature in
his social and ministerial character will, in no small degree, enhance
the value of this work.

We may add, of what practical use can a preacher or a pastor be
unless he has a deep experimental, although painful, insight into the
human heart? Nothing- more endears the Lord Jesus Christ Himself
to His poor tempted, tempest-tossed brethren than the fact that "we
have not a High-priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin"; so, upon the same footing, and in their very humble
measure and degree, the servants of the Lord-His messengers of
mercy and love and peace-become clear to the tried and tempted,
sin-burdened and Satan-buffeted follower of the Lamb, upon the
ground that they personally understand and can practically sym
pathise with him in all their suffering and sorrow.

Observe, reader, this fellow-feeling as exhibited upon the part of
the late Rector of Openshaw, and see how he identifies himself with
the tried and the tempted. In his sermon, "Exhortation to Watch
fulness," he says, speaking of Satan's wiles:

"But he knows the peculiar disposition of each of us, and
tempts us accordingly. As it has been well said, 'He tempts the
ambitious man with a crown, and the sanguine man with
beauty.' Now, this fact alone ought to keep the saints from
boasting over one another. How often, alas! do we find one
comparing himself with a poor brother who has been overcome
by a temptation that would have no power over himself, and
saying, 'What a shameful thing it is, that So-and-so should be
in debt. What a disgraceful thing it is, that So-and-so should
be hunting after applause.' Whereas, the fault-finder, having
plenty of money and no ambition, is not thus tempted, yet may
all the while be overcome by a temptation that those others are
proof against. I can tell all the saints that they have nothing to
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boast about, and that there is not one of them but whom Satan
may successfully tempt through their own peculiar disposition."

MUCH OF HIS OWN EXPERIENCE,

To the reflecting reader we doubt not that the idea will again and
again suggest itself, as he peruses the following pages: "It is clear
that in these, his so-frequent appeals to the hearts and consciences
of his hearers, the preacher was embodying much of his own ex
perience": unquestionably this was the case, and it is this that
renders the testimony of the experimental preacher so much more
weighty and heartfelt than the oratory (however attractive) of the
most finished speaker. How much, for example, does the following
bear the impress of the preacher's own state of mind! Who can,
for a moment, question but that our dear brother's own experience
led him thus to express himself:

"Now, my dear brethren in the Lord, is not this your very
experience? Is not this what is passing through your minds?
Do you not know that, notwithstanding your union with Christ,
you are positively at a great distance from God? Do not you
feel that the prospect of dissolution is anything but agreeable?
Would not you rather be changed than die, 'clothed upon' than
unclothed? And yet, if this cannot be, would you not rather be
unclothed-i.e., die-than be kept at this great distance from
your God? Surely you and the great apostle are one in this
matter. I desire to press this matter home upon your memories,
because many of the saints fear to die. They do not fear the
consequences of death, but they dread the act of dissolution.
Now, when we meet with such, let us remember Paul. He
would rather have been 'clothed upon' than unclothed; so it is
no wonder that those who are less privileged than Paul should
desire likewise."

Again, in the same sermon upon 2 Cor. v. 6-8, Mr. PARKS says:

"Secondly. But this is not all. There are days when we forget
God. Our souls are surfeited with pleasure, or benumbed with
fears, or choked with cares, or stifled with grief, and seem to
have no more feeling for God than a dead body has for its soul.
The form of religion is kept up; the Scriptures are read; the
tongue gives expression to words of prayer; but, oh, the dead
ness and leanness of the soul! What is the cause? It is the
heavy and sluggish body that acts as a dead drag upon the soul,
and keeps us from communion with God.

"Thirdly. The very necessities of the body hinder the soul's
communion with the Lord. The provision needful to keep the
body in life mars the soul's happiness, and interrupts its fellow
ship with God. Look at the godly tradesman or merchant or
mechanic. He has to labour with either his head or his hands

-I
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to obtain food convenient for himself and family, and see what
countless distracting cares press upon him. What is the cause?
The wretched sluggish body that must be cared for."

HARSHNESS OF SPIRIT?

We would entreat those who have been so ready to condemn our
departed brother for what they deemed a harsh and unkindly spirit,
not only to make due allowance for natural temperament and dis
position, but to give him credit faT his own oft-acknowledgment of
conscious sin and infirmity. It has been stated by those who loved
him most and knew him best, that he was natu~ally a proud man.
Admitted. Upon this very principle was not his frank and un
hesitating confession of a deeply-felt falling short in the require
ments of his high and holy avocation the more significant of divine
teaching ,and the precious humiliating power of the Holy Ghost?

Judging from his latter writings, we believe that towards the
closing up of his earthly career there was richly manifest a mellowing
of spirit, and an increased disposition to deal very tenderly and
forbearingly with those whom he believed to be taught by the same
Spirit, but who may not as yet come up to the standard of his own
views of truth and righteousness.

For our own part, we are free to confess, that we admire the
precious power of that grace which prompts and enables a naturally
proud and austere man to stand before a congregation to whom he
has ministered for little less than a quarter of a century, and declare,
~s we find him declaring, in one of lectures contained in the follow
mg pages:

"Should we not call to mind the apostle's assertion, "In many
things we all offend,' and not be too hard or harsh with them?
I must say for myself that I have often erred in this'particular,
and have said many severe things of certain teachers who are
weak in judgment. If a teacher believes that he is an unworthy
creature, a hell-deserving sinner; that grace, sheer sovereign
grace, can alone save him, I believe I err when I speak or write
anything in contempt of him" (Sermon V on the Epistle of
James). '

What acknowledgment can be more frank or weighty than the
foregoing? How fraught is such a declaration with self-knowledge
as the fruit of the blessed Spirit's teaching! How does so frank a
confession of a felt sin and infirmity endear the memory of such a
man! How, by contrast, does it raise him above such teachers and
preachers, as, blinded by a miserable self-love and creature satis
faction, have no shortcomings to review and weep over at the, throne
of grace, and would deem it an undue lessening of their dignity and
right of office, did they condescend to any such acknowledgment
before the people over whom they are placed!
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Again, in a preceding part of the lecture from which we have
above quoted, we find the preacher's mind deeply imbued with a
sense of the weight and responsibility which such position, as a
matter of necessity, entails. Hence he says:

"Oh, when I reflect upon the soJemn office of a teacher in
God's Church-when I think of myself as a teacher of you
whose immortal souls are under my direction-I am ready some
times to abandon my office, or wish I had never undertaken it!
Some of you little know the feeling of responsibility that
teachers experience, especially as the warning presses itself on
our attention, 'Watch as those who shall have to give account.'
And, were it not that I believe in my heart that I have taught
you 'the whole counsel of God,' I should be of all men most
miserable. What the awful condition of those teachers will be
who have handled the word of God deceitfully it is not for me
to say; but assuredly it would be better if they had never been
born. Oh, be not many teachers!"

SUBDUED AND GENTLE SPIRIT

Whatever the terms in which our dear departed friend was wont
to speak, formerly, of those who were not led into the same deep
views of truth as he and many to whom he ministered had been,
it is evident, from a candid persual of the following pages that, at
any rate, towards the close of his labours, his mind was imbued with
a kind and patient consideration for those who had not been fav
oured in like manner. Whensoever and wheresoever the portion of
Scripture under consideration admitted forbearance and qualifica
tion, there the subdued and gentle spirit of the preacher was mani
fested. Although prepared to give no quarter whatever to cant or
hypocrisy, there was the most tender de:aling with those whom he
believed to be really quickened of the Holy Ghost, and inquiring the
way to Zion with their faces thitherward. That Mr. PARKS was ex
ceedingly anxious (like a skilful scriptural anatomist) to distinguish
between life and light, grace and gift, is clear from a careful persual
of the annexed extract:

"Some fancy that none are believers but those who have
received Gospel truths with clearness and power. I think, in
deed I am certain, this is a great mistake. There are and have
been thousands of quickened souls very ignorant of some of the
great truths of the Gospel, which are meat and drink to you
and me. They never had the opportunity of being taught them.
What did the dying thief for instance, know about the theory
of electing love, though he was the subject of discriminating
grace? What did he know about the theory of the Holy Spirit's
quickening power, though he was the subject of it? What did
he know about the theory of God's purpose of saving His people
from all eternity, though he must have been an object of God's

J
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love from before the world began. There is no evidence to
show that he knew anything of these things in his understand
ing, and yet he was a believer in Christ Jesus. Divine life and
light were darted into his soul in a moment, by whom he knew
not, or did not inquire, and that man was taken to paradise,
to learn, for the first time, most likely, what you and I have
been taught for a great part of our lives. Is it impossible, then,
that such cases occur now, or have occurred often before and
since that time? Surely not. Then we come to the conclusion
that it is quite possible to be a believer without receiving the
great truths of the Gospel with clearness and power. But, mark
you, I am speaking of those who have never had the chance of
learning. Not those who have had, and have deliberately kicked
against them to the last."

Again, in his sermon, "The Riches of Grace," the preacher, speak
ing upon Eph. 1 : 4-7, says:

"But this I can tell you, that if any man amongst you has
had Christ revealed to him, has had Christ made precious to
him, has had repentance towards God and faith in the Lord
Jesus given to him, that man is interested in all the blessings
and privileges of our text. This is how we get to know our
adoption, our election, our predestination, our redemption. It
is by heart-work, and not by head-work; and I cannot but
think that there are thousands interested in the blessings of our
text who no more can see as clearly as some of us see, than a
babe can work a problem in Euclid. Where there is vicious
opposition to the great doctrines of grace, it is another thing;
but I am sure there may be interest in the covenant, where
there is no mental capacity to comprehend it."

We have felt it incumbent upon us to- make the foregoing extracts
from the Sermons now presented to the reader. We do so because
we are aware that our departed friend was charged with harshness
and a want of consideration for those who might not have been led
precisely in the same line of things with which the Great Teacher
had made him familiar. It never fell to our lot personally to hear
our deceased friend. Hence the Duotations to which we have thus
called the reader's special attention will, we consider, come with the
more manifest disinterestedness and impartiality.

MARKED SENSE OF INDEBTEDNESS

The Spirit-taught reader can scarcely fail to observe how the
sermons which comprise this volume are imbued with heart-teaching.
Bold as the preacher was in doctrine, and second to no man in his
fearless and u!J:f1inching advocacy of the creature-humbling truths
of a Gospel which meets the sinner as he is, in all his wretchedness,
misery, guiltiness, and utter impotency; yet, especially, as we have
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before remarked, towards the close of his ministry, how marked and
how distinctive' was our dear brother's sense of the debt of gratitude
due to /elwvah in covenant for personal mercy and heartfelt experi
mental love, Rrace, and compassion. In proof of this, we quote his
remarks on "The Forgiveness of Sins," preached, we observe, on the
21 st of October, 1866, he falling asleep in Jesus on the 2nd of the
following October; consequently, as he was laid aside some months
before the Lord called him home, the sermon from which the
annexed extract is taken was among the last he delivered.

"Ah, dear pardoned sinners, is it any wonder that we should
love God who has done all this for us? Is it any wonder that
I, not a fifty-pence debtor, but a five-hundred-pence debtor,
should love Christ more than some of you who have not been
permitted to run so heavy a score with God as I? Oh, that
some of you great sinners could feel the love of God as I have
felt it, in pardoninR all your transgressions for His own name's
sake. How I often blush at my ingratitude, my baseness, my
hard-heartedness towards this God who has done so great things
for me. Oh, I am sure, the greater the sinner the Rreater the
love; and I am not surprised at some who can never feel any
enthusiasm for Christ or for God; they have never known what
it is to be taken out of the ditch, or their filthy Rarments taken
off them, and new robes, white and clean and beautiful, put
upon them."

GROWTH IN GRACE

Such acknowledgments as the foreRoing bespeak, to our mind at
least, a marked growth in grace in the departed. Did opportunity
offer, we should like to ask the experienced and the deeply Spirit
taught of his congreg.ation, whether there was not a manifest mel1ow
ing of spirit and a ripening for glory in their beloved minister as
he drew near the end? Did not the thought ever present itself to
the minds of such, "Our dear pastor is either about to undergo
some special trial, or else the Lord is, in a peculiar way, preparing
him for Himself?" If we are not very much mistaken, this idea
was not a strange one to some or[ the more spiritual and watchful
among his people.

It appears to liS that, towards the close of his ministry, our dear
departed brother was found not so much as formerly upon the
battlements, the ramparts, or in the forefront of the battle-a posi
tion which aforetime he was wont with delight and energy to fill
as in the hospital within the citadel among the diseased, the
wounded, and the dying. Though not throwing aside, much less
despising, the armour which, as a Boanerges (a son of thunder) he
had so long worn, yet he seems now more assuredly to exercise the
kindliness, the consideration, the tender tones of a Barnabas (a son
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of consolation). And, as such, his parting words-his love-notes-his
encouragements-his congratulations-his "fear nots," resound
above the noise and the din of the battle-field, and drop with
sweetness, dew, Christ-exalting-, soul-comforting power, upon the
hearts of those still in the midst of the fig-ht.

HIS LAST YEAR

We cannot but call the reader's attention to one remarkable fact
which we meet with in Sermon 57. We perceive it was the first
sermon preached by Mr. PARKS in 1867, the year in which he died.
His mind was evidently most solemnly impressed with a conviction
that changes were at hand; and, no doubt, that conviction led him
to fall back more tenaciously upon the glorious, soul-comforting
fact, that amid all vicissitudes and changes, Jehovah changeth not,
He being "the' same yesterday, and today, and for ever."

Hence the beloved Rector of Openshaw chose for his New Year's
text that blessed testimony of Peter, who only too well knew what
the necessity and what the satisfaction and the blessedness of Divine
keeping. "Who are kejJt by the power of GOld th110ugh faith unto
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time," was the text; and
the same portion was that from which our dear early companion
and brother-in-law for the last time addressed his congregation at
Charles Chapel, Plymouth, a little over two years previously. To
his death Mr. PARKS referred, in a sermon preached about that time.

But in this New Year's discourse Mr. PARKS gives a most interest
ing account of the death of one of his congregation, the Rev. Patrick
Joseph O'Leary, who had been for some years a Roman Catholic
priest, but who was sovereignly and mercifully rescued from that
dreadful apostasy, and attended Openshaw church for about two
years; and Mr. PARKS had not a doubt from his own personal
knowledge of him and sweet communion with him, that he died in
the Lord. Dear reader, what a blessed fact to which our dear
brother bore testimony upon the entrance of his last year's pulpit
work! To God be all the g-lory!

We would sum up these passing Reflections upon these Sermons
with the expression of our heartfelt prayer that you, dear reader,
and ourselves may at last-when we have and suffered the will of
our great and g-racious Lord and Master in this vale of tears-be
permitted and privileg-ed to follow our dear brethren who have gone
before, for ever to admire and adore His sacred and Divine Person!

"Oh that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall;

We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!"

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol. DAVID A. DOUDNEY.
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THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS

93

Tl-m following inscription is placed on his tomb at Openshaw,
Manchester:

IN MEMORY OF

WILLIAM PARKS, B.A.,

LATE RECTOR OF THIS PARISH, WHO FOR TWENTY-FOUR YEARS

WAS PRIVILEGED TO PREACH THE DISCRIMINATING GOSPEL OF THE

FREE AND SOVEREIGN GRACE OF GOD IN THE ADJOINING CHURCH.

HE DIED IN HOPE OF A GLORIOUS RESURRECTION,

ON THE 2ND OF OCTOBER, 1867.
IN THE FIFTY-EIGHTH YEAR OF HIS AGE.

"HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH."

To which is added by his own expressed desire:
"HERE LIES A SINNER, SAVED BY GRACE."

His congregation erected a tablet to his memory in the church,
of which the following is a copy:

IN MEMORY OF

THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS, RA.,

LATE RECTOR OF THIS PARISH,

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE OCTOBER 2, 1867, IN THE FIFTY-EIGHTH

YEAR OF HIS AGE.

HE WAS BORN IN DUBLIN,

AND AFTER PREACHING THREE YEARS AT RAINOW,

ENTERED UPON HIS LABOURS AT OPENSHAW, WHERE HE PROCLAIMED

THE C;OSPEL WITH BOLDNESS FOR TWENTY-FOUR YEAlRS.

HIS VIEWS OF DIVINE TRUTH WERE

DISTINCT AND UNVARYING;

EVER AsCnrmNG ALL THE GLORY TO CHRIST, FOR THE SALVATION OF

HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE,.

HIS PREACHING AND WRITINGS WERE BLEST

TO MANY OF GOD'S PEOPLE.

HIS UPRI0HT MANNER OF LIFE, AND HIS PATIENT HOPE, IN DEATH,

BOln: 'IT':STIMONY TO THAT GRACE WHICH HE SO DEARLY

LOVED AND SO FAITHFULLY PREACHED.

"HI-: TIfOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE THEE

A CROWN OF LIFE."-Rev. ii. 10.
THIS TAIII.E'I' WAS ERECTED BY THE CONGREGATION AS A TOKEN

OF ESTEEM FOR THEIR LATE MINISTER.

NOVEMBER, 1867.
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CURRENT TOPICS

RADIO EVANGELISM IN THE FAR EAST
"Responsibilty" is the title of the 1959 Report of the Strict

Baptist Mission. It is a booklet of 80 pages with cover, nominal
price sixpence, to be obtained from the S.B.M. Mission House,
61 Breakspears Road, Brockley, London, S.E.4. The new General
Secretary, Pastor P. H. Crees, who makes his first report, writes of
the "very great responsibilities" laid upon them, some twenty million
Tamils in India and Malaya.

To fulfil these responsibilities Pastor Crees mentions (1) an in
creasing output of Tamilliterature, (2) the newer venture of Radio
Evangelism (from Manila, Philippine Islands) sending out three
programmes a week heard in Malaya, India, Burma, Assam, Africa,
and even in the Middle East (the cost in one year was £1,000),
(3) the testimony of consecrated Tamil Christians.

Through the Radio Evangelism scores of letters of enquiry have
been received. "A single enquiry often means not one letter, but
a series of letters, each one individually thought out and prayed
over."

Seventy-five per cent of the letters are from Christians expressing
gratitude faT blessing received. Twenty-five per cent are from
Hindus. Some four or five enquirers have written: "I want to know
Christ." Several ask about the way of salvation. In the Mission
Herald we notice, with reference to Mr. Orchard's first Tamil
baptism in Malaya (after three years of patient evangelism), that
"the ground of Raman's heart had been prepared by frequent
listening" to the Tamil broadcasts from Manila.
BRETON EVANGELICAL MISSION: A NEW CAR

The students of Spurgeon's College, who were fellow-students of
Monsieur Ischer (the new Pasteur at Tremel, Brittany) are, we
understand, collecting in order to present a much-need~d car to the
Pasteur for his work in this Mission area in the North-West of
France. We believe that £300 has already been collected, and it is
hoped very soon to purchase and present the car to Pasteur Ischer.

The Honorary Secretary and Treasurer for England is Mrs. G.
M. Boley, Willow Cottage, Dundry, near Bristol. Mrs. Boley is a
reader of The Gospel Magazine, and has previously contributed
articles on the work in Brittany.

THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH
We have just received "The Visions of Zechariah: Prophetically

Considered andi Their Message forr us today," 59 pages, price 1/6,
postage 4d., from R. L. Wheeler, Ashby Parva, Rugby. The book
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covers Zechariah, chapters 1 to 6. It is by the author of "The
Unveiling from Jesus Christ" (brief studies in the book of Revelation;
77 pages; 2/-).

A quotation will illustrate the contents:
"Thus end these visions, their purpose being (1) to give

encouragement to God's sorely tried people on their return
from Babylon, to complete God's house, and that they might
dwell in the land, and become large and prosperous, which was
in measure fulfilled to them (Ezra 6: 13, 22; Neh. 7: 73;
8-1-18). . .. (2) To reveal conditions in the last days of this
gospel age which are to be consummated at the return of the
Lord; to confirm the immutability of His promises to Israel, as
the later chapters of Zechariah's prophecy also unfold of dis
tinct events with regard to Israel's repentance, and their accept
ance by the Lord, and establishment in their land" (page 53).

The booklet is carefully written and nicely printed.

BIBLE SPREADING· UNION: 65TH YEAR
We have received the 65th Annual Report of THE BIBLE SPREAD

ING UNION (Hon. Sec., Mr. W. H. A. Toms, 3 Donald Way,
Gloucester Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex).

In another part of this issue we have ventured to include part of
the Address given at the Annual Meeting by Missionary H. A.
Huckett of the S.B.M.

The object of the Union is to unite in giving away the Word of
God. An increase in income during the last year has enabled the
Union to distribute a larger number of Bibles, the total being 558
Bibles. Acknowledgment is made of the kind help of the Trinitarian
Bible Society. Mr. Toms would welcome more supporting meetings
for the B.S.U.

To illustrate the work (which is largely with individuals) we give
the following quotations:

I know you find much joy in this work of the Master. I shall
be pleased to receive some Bibles. A woman newly converted
and velY keen, whose Bible is too small, has asked for one of
larger print." (Norfolk).

'''1 am delighted to have your kind gift and my very warm
thnnk.~ to all concerned in this. I value this fellowship very
mllch and will use the Bibles with care. The Lord will bless
His Word." (A Missioner to Children).

"W(~ deeply appreciate your remembrance of us anc~ shall
make good use of the best Book in the world, as we put it into
the IHI.nds of needy and perishing men in the Services.,··We wish
y011 Cod's richest blessing." (Capt. H. S. May, of .tne Soldiers
and Sailors Scripture Readers Association). /
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Missions at home and abroad have received grants, one as
far away as the Philippine Islands. Early in the year Chelms
ford Chapel suffered from severe floods which destroyed its
books, so they were compensated with new Bibles. A new
Chapel was opened in Reigate in the summer, when the Secre
tary and Chairman presented fifty Bibles for work in this vast
new housing estate in Surrey.

Other gifts have been made to established Churches: in
Romford, Richmond, Haslemere, Eastwood and Birmingham.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
Our friend, PASTOR F. T. W. BARTLETT (28 Hart Grove, Ealing

Common, London, W.5), has reached the Fiftieth Anniversary of
his pastoral ministry at Acton Lane Tabernacle. Though he did not
accept the actual pastorate until September, 1909, he has in fact
preached there regularly from January, 1908. He is now in his
83rd year, and (as he has written) bears "humble testimony to God's
supporting and sustaining grace to one so unworthy and--of him
self-so inadequate."

"Oh, what a mercy it is" (he writes) "that 'Jesus Christ is the
same, yesterday, and today, and for ever.' I was helped to speak
from these words, and did feel a little warming in my own soul."

May God's grace continue to abound to our friend in all his
work and ministry.
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