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Wmmmmmnmoﬁw
ON THE CRU-CI'FIXIO'N.

IT 15 FINIsHED, John xix. 30.

7 RS T was the prayer of an eminent apof
0{2}0{?&@?}; @B tle, that hemightglory in nothing fave
ol 89 in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
I % % becaufe the fufferings of the glorious

%@; ;‘-‘ﬁ' S gﬁ Redeemer had an immediate tendency

; 3??'*9}0 to crucify him to the wofld, by dif~

b covering the vanity and emptinefs of
all fublunary enjoyments, s in comparifon of Chrift, as
dikewife the everlafting deftru@ion of every enemy of our

Afouls, by that aftonithing a&t of candefcenfion and mercy

to perifhing finners ! Let usa little contemplate this fly~

.pendons tranfation,. this unexampled inftance of divine
benignity, § s RE L RN IR U

The glorious Author and Finither of our faith, who
is God over all, bleffed for evermore, that he might

_reftore fallen man to the favour of God, aflumed the

hyman nature ; and exprefied, in a holy converfation on

' | ' earth,
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edrth; 2 living copy of his precepts, to direét'us in ths
varjous parts of our duty; and becaufe the exercife oF‘
hamility, felf-denial, and the reft of the fuffering graces,
is fo dificult to our frail and finful nature; he afcended
t&e crofsy! and inftrads us, by fuffering, to fuffer with.
his affc@ions,’ leaving us his example, as the beft le@ure
of our duty; agreeable to the apoftle’s advice to the
affli¢ted, to *¢ conﬁder Him jthat endured fuch contra-
dicion of finners againft himfelf, that ye be not weary,
mor. ‘faint in yout thinds.”” ' This exhormioa of the
apoﬁle will have the greater force to make us hunible
and patient unler afflictions, if we cqnfder, g

1. The idfinite dignity of his perfon: He was the
.eternal and only Son of God, and defcended from the
ghiene of ‘his majefty, divelted himf(elf of the robes of
mlupportable light, that concealed and manifefted his
glory to- the a.ngels, and was. obedient to the dcath of the
crofs.

II. His fofferings werenot only incomparably great as
to tre!r yalue, but l1kew1['c in their degrees. He endured
the eq=al extremities of infamy and torment, that are fo
con:rar)r to the inclinations of mankind. He was crowned
with the cruel diadem of thorns, fcourged, fpit upon,
crucified : and the fufferings of his foul, from the in-
cenfedjuﬁlce of God, were inconceivably great.

. 1I1. His fuﬂ"crmgs were moft unﬁeferv"ed for he was
the Holy One of God, his conception without the leaft
taint of fin; his life of ftriteft purity, and compléte
‘ohedience to the divine Jaw, We may read the procefs
ofyour fins, and underftand their guilt in his paffion s
¢ He-was. g;na&dc fin for us "(a facrifice to atone the divirie
dlfpleafurc), who knew no fin.” We are apt ta conceive
Andignatien againft the murdercrs of our Saviour, the
.apoftate apoftle, the malicious priclts, the unrighteous
Judge, the bgoody foldiers: but conféwnce (as a’true
MNathan) may ct‘ Rrge us to lzavc been in the wicked con

gt v {piracy



’

Oy THE CRUCIFIXION . g

fplracy againft the Lord of glory ; for ourfins condemned

dnd crucified him.  As our fins were the impulfive caufe

of his fufferings, fo our,good is the effect of them. He

fuffered the death of the grofs, that his blood might be
our ranfom, his ignominy the purchafe of our glory, his

torments the merit of our blt.ﬂ'cdncfs, his death the ﬁ.ed

of immortal life to us..

Our blefled Saviour - gave an open tcﬁlmony of the
completenefs of his falvation : Before he bowed his head,
and gave up the ghoft, he faid, ¢ It is ﬁng[hc' iAo af
he had declared to the world of ﬁm.crs, L. Now is my,
¢¢ Father’s counfel concerning me accon‘:phihcd and now
is the promife that he made: me, of my bt.commg
¢¢ facrifice  for fin, fulfilled; both my Father's pur-
¢ pofe and my Father’s pron‘ufc are now receiving their
¢ final accompllfhment. . The feri iptures are now
¢ fulfilfed ;- all the types thaL pir.ﬁwund me, all the
¢¢ prophetic predi&mnq that were: made of mey all the
¢ Jewith facrifices thar pmntd at me, have now re=
€ ceived their, final accomplifament in me, and are
¢ abolithed in my death, _';.‘I\"_fy fufferines are now
¢ ended, my race is run, my work is « &M now
¢ putting my Idﬂ hand to it, my death is Lefore me; 1
¢ have finithed ‘the work, the whole werk which I came
¢ into the world for, doing as well as dyitg ;- all is in,
¢ a manner completed, it is jult finithing, it will be,
¢ inftantly finithed. 4. The fury and malice, the rage
f‘ and revenge of my enemies 1s now cnded ; they have
<¢ done their worft; the chief priclts and foldicrs, the
¢ judges and witnefles, the cxecutioners and tormeators,
¢ have all tired themfelves out with the excrcife df their -

(13

"~

¢ own malice; but now their fpite and fnleen, thefr
¢ envy and enmity is ended, and .be Son of Ged is at
s¢ reft, 5. The glorious work of man’s rede miption and
¢ falvation is erF.,c.t\, and performed, confummated and
¢ combpleted; the price is paid, fatisfaltion is ;_‘rwn

VO.L. X. - B $Hired *-np-
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¢ redemption is purchafed, and falvation infured to a
¢ miferable world.”

As foon as it was perceived that Jefus was dead,
ordefs were given for taking him down from the crofs
{{ce the plate]; which done, Jofeph of Arimathea (a
clofedifcipic of Jefus) obtained leave from Pilate to take
away the body, which he, together with Nicodemus,
wrapped in fine linen, and embalmed after the Jewifh
manner. After which, to complete his humiliation, he
was laid in the grave, that he might conquer death in his
own territories ; and, by his afcenfion. afterwards into
glory, open the kingdom of heaven to all believers,

Refle&, O my foul, with wonder, adoration, and gra-
titude, at the amazing depth of his humiliation, at the
extent of his love, which brought him from the bofom
of his Father, the feat of ineffable blifs, to the hofom of
the grave! At the pre-determined moment he burft
afunder the iron bars of his dark abode, and arofe a tri-
umphant conqueror over all the enemies of his people,
The work of redemption is now completely and cternally
finithed on God’s part ; what remains, but that we be
“inftant at the throne of mercy, for faith to apprehend
our rifen and interceding Saviour, in all his divine
offices and charaters ; and for grace to grow up into him
in all things; that the fame mind may be in us, which
was alfo in him; 2nd that after doing and (uffering his
will on earth, we may be admitted into his beatific pre-
fence, where there is fulnefs of joy, and be made happy
partakers of thofe pleafures which are at his right hand
for evzrmore.

¢ Raile your devotions, mortal tongues,
To reach his blefs’d abode ;

Sweet be the actents of our fongs
To our incarnate God |’

Li

EUSEBIUS
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A Spiritual ExPLANATION of the JournEY of the
CH1LDREN of IsRAEL through the Wildemnefs;

as recorded in Numb. xxxiii. 5.
E here fee the children of Ifrael removing from

Ramefcs, and pitching in Succoth, Ramefes
fignifies ¢ thunder, broken afunder, blotting out of

evil;” it may be typical of the foul’s firft refource of fiy- -

ing to the law, under the anguifh of fin in the mind.
Secondly, as it fignifies ¢ broken afunder,” it may de~
note the foul’s being broken off fromfin, in the love of
it, from finful gratifications and finful companions,
Thirdly, As it fignifies “ blatting out of evil,” it may
be figurative of the defire of the poor awakened finner,
to have the guilt of fin blotted out of the book of God’s
remembrance, that it might not appear againft him; out
of the book of his own confcience, that it might nat ac-
cufe him, or fatan diftrefs him. He may likewife defire
to have them blotted out by redeeming blood and love,
that he may praife God with joyful lips,

Succoth fignifies < a tent,” or ¢ protection, cover-
ing;” it may be figurative of the church’s taking up her
tent or refidence beneath the covering of Chrift’s righte-
oufnefs, and the protection of his power, blood, and
love; or it may figure forth, that all the perfections and
promifes of God ars engaged for the fafety of that foul
which has fled for refuge to lay hold on Chyift, the oaly
hope fet before it for falvation. v

Ver. 6. ETuam fignifies *“ perfedtion, fincerity, great,
and ftrong ;” in which refpedt it may be figurative of the.
foul’s taking up its dwelling in the perfe&ion of God’s

'love, in the greatnefs, glory, and immenfity thexcof ;
hence it is faid, ¢ he that dwelleth inlove, dwelleth in
B God ™

T
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God:” and as-it fignifics *fincerity,” it may point out
the fincere delight the gracious foul takes in the love of
God. . Andas the word fignifies ¢ firong,” it may point
out that frength, ardour, and fervency of love, the foul

‘finds in its firlt efpoufals to Chrilt ; then the glories of

his name, the fweetnefs of his prefence, and the preci=
oufnefs of his promifes, engage the holy foul for God.

3 o Fib And turned agdin unto Pl-hahirot“;, which
is before Baal-'zephcn: and they pitched before Mig-
dol.” Fi-hahircih fignifies ¢ a place of firaits, or the
paffage of mountains, asallo a mouth of hiberty ” Baals
zephon fignifies ¢ an idol, or hidlen ons,” fuppofcd to
be an idol-god of the Egyptians, As the childien of

* Ifrael were here in great {traits, it renders it a lively em=

blem of the church and people of God: Firft, that
they may be in great fhiaits, even when they’ walk
agteeably to his will; for'it was at the Lord’s command
that they encamped before Pi-hahiroth, Exod. iv. 2,
yet the ftraits and diftrefs of the people were great, Exod.
xivi 10 Suppofe this to be thy cafe, that thou art in
the greateft diftrefs, ready to be fwallowed up, and that
there feems to be no efcape for thee; yet remember the
Lord leads thee by a right way, by the path thy fore-
fathers have trod; that he brought Noah and Abrzham,
Jacob and Jofuph, Job and David, Paul and Peter, and
a number that no man can number he brought, through
great ftraits: ¢ Thefe are they that came out of great
tribalation, and Bave wafbed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lanyb,” Rev. vii. 14. Secondly,
Pi-hahireth fignifics ““ a ‘mouth of liberty,” ' Thus
wonderfully it was to the childrén of Ifraely as they
were made to ftand @ill, 2nd fee the falvation of the
Loud; liberty was opened for them in' the very mouth
of ftraits, and a ‘path of falvation in the' depths ‘of
the fea
A6 a

Thas the Lord will appear for liis peaple Both
od of providence, and asa'God of prace. #*When®
they




Childfen of Ifrael’s Journey thro’ the Wildernefs. Ié

they are in ftraits for want of a friend, for want of fup-
L‘rhu aud neceffary: comforts in life; when they.are in
{raits for their foul, refpecting the want of faith, hope,
life, and love: therefore let the poor chriftian remember,
that the greater are his i_‘traits, the nearer is deﬁivering
Mercy. ;

Ver.. 8. In this verfe we .have as. great and glrrlous a
miracle as was cver recorded by our bl:,ﬂ'm God. We here
fee liquid waters, at (God’s command, become walls of
falvation. Uh the glory of Omnipotence ! When God
commands, not oniy all nature obeys, but nature changes
its courfe to-fulfil Jehovah’s counfel, and bring falva-
tion to his chofen, O what an amazing fight would it
have been to have ftood upon the ‘bank, and viewed a
million of perfons pafs through the mizhty deep, and fee

the liquid ftreams become as folid walls for their protec-,
tion !— i he children of Ifracl’s paffing through the Red.

Bea, was alively figure of the foul’s redemption, fafety,
and triumph, by the precious blood of the Lamb., This
great and glorious deliverance was no fooner over, bug
they entered into the wildernefs, and pitch';tl in Marah.
Marah fignifies ¢ bitternefs.” We may here obferve,

¢hat the divine manifeftations of God’s favour, whether-
in providence or grace, do not deliver fram future tribu-

Jation, or afiétions of foul ; butdlfappomtments after
divine manifeftations, make tnem excecding » bitter to the
poor chriftian, who cannot:drink of thefe bltter waters,
until the divine prefence makes them “{weet ;° Seec Exod,

Vi 22, 245 25,

Ver, g, And they removed from Mara‘n, and came to
L im; —-—l..l‘v! fignifies *¢ power, ftrength, and re=
g8t which may, firft; be an mb!cm of the chrif=

power offjad Secondly, As it denotes frength, it may
be figurative of the repeated ftrength the chriftian ftands
innecd of from God ; ; namely, the firengthof his word, his

oath,

pitching ot dw»*ll ng by faith in Chrift, who is the -

o
A
1
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oath, and his covenant, and of the repeated ftrength of
God’s love. Thirdly, as it fignifies revivings, it may
denote, that all the ¢¢ revivings,” life, love, and liberty,
which the chriftian waits and prays for, arife from, and
are maintained by, freth power and communications
from God ; then the foul pitches there in hope.

¢ And in Elim were twelve fountains of water.”—As
‘all fountains have their original fource and fupplies
from the ocean-fulnefs of the grace in Chrift, who is
“the Anointed, and life-giving head to the church, from
whom all the {prings of grace and glory flow,—By the
threefcore and ten palm-trces, fome underftand the
feventy elders or fanhedrim of the Jews. ¢ But I rather
{fays Mr. Allen} apprehend them to be a figure of the
feventy difciples of Chrift,” Luke x. 1. 17. who may be
fitly compared to palm-trecs, for their being always
green ; and the more prefled, the more fruitful; and ﬂou-
rithing moft by pure ftreams; and as palm-trees likewife
arc an cmblcm of victory, Rev. vii. g. All which fet forth
the feventy difciples of the Lord, as they were always
%kept lively by the life-giving anointings of the Holy
Ghoft,

Ver. ro. In this verfe we find them encamped by the
Red Sea. Here we may obferve, that as Ifrael’s pafiage
through the Red Sea was a lively emblem of the foul’s
yalvation through the fea of Chrift’s fufferings ; fo
their encampment by the Red Sea again was a lively
figure of the Lord’s leading his people afrefh to encamp
by the fea of Chrift’s forrows, agonies, fufferings, and
precious blood, that they may view afrefh the glories of
redeeming grace, and preciouinefs of their redemption by

the Lord Jefus Chrift.

[ 70 be continued in our next, }

RELLI
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RELIGIOUS LETTERS

From a DrssENTING MINISTER in the Country, ta
a CLERGYMAN in the eftablithed Church

LerTeRr from W, A. to the Rev. Mr. R<
Curate of I———m.

LET ' TER L

Rev. Sir, May 29, 1778,

I HAV E'feen and read'the manufeript of a fermon which

you preached lately at #cter from 2 Pet. jii.17. ¢ Ye .
therefore, beloved, fecing ye know thefe things before,
beware left ye alfo, being led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own ftedfiftne(s; ”” and have thought
proper to fend you the following remarks upon it.

Page 1. You fay, ¢ the words contain an admonition
to the chriftians in general, who were difperfed. abroad’
among the Jews.” No, Sir, the words contain an admo-.
nition to the chriftian Jews, who were difperfed abroad
among the Gentiles.—The firft epiftle was dire&ed to
the “ ftrangers fcattered through Pontus, Galatia, Cap-
padocia, and Bithynia, 1 Pet.i. among the Gentiles,’
s Pet, ii, 12,

Page 2. You feem to compare the diﬂ'cntmﬂ- miniftess:
to the ¢ feducers and deceivers” in the apoitle’s days,
 who have introduced falfe doftrines, and damnable
herefies.” Pray Sir, doyou mean to infinuate that I am
a °¢ feducer and deceiver, who have introduced falfe
doctrines and damnable herefies ?* or, do you think yow
can prove me to be fuch a one ?-—Many of the clergy, I
believe, are ftrongly prejudiced againit the Diffenting:
Minifters, and are often impofed upon by falfe reports
concerning them, and by bafe mifreprefentations.—You:
fpeak of men ¢ fo wavering in their profeflion of chrif-
manity, as to be led afide b} every faife doétrine.” Indeed

Ibe-

by
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1 believe there are too many fuch in the church, as well
as amongft the diffenters,

Page 3. Youinfinuate, that the diffenters ¢ pervert the
ways of truth.”—Pray, wherein do the diffenters ¢ per=
vert the ways of truth ?”

Page 5. You mention °° the veramty of a man’s reli=
gion twice.”—In my opinion, that is not a proper ex~
preflion, Therefore inftead of ¢ veracity,” I would fay,
verity or truth of religion,—¢¢ Veracity”is the quality,
or virtue of {peakmg truth; or regard to truth afnd 18
more properly applied to pe‘rﬁm th.m things.

t Page 7. Inftead of °¢ confciential choice,” which 1§’
your expreffion, I'would fay, “confciencious choice.”’—
& Confc;enttal" is not a proper word.—I never met with

- the word in any ditionary, or inany author, ancient or

modern, in profe or verfe.

Page 9. You infinuate, that.the diflenters ¢ deviate,
from the rules and doctrines of the' church.”’—Pray,
what ¢ rules and doétrines of the church” do the difién-:
ters deviate from ! It is well known that .diﬂ'chting mi-
nifters do adhere to ¢ the doétrines of the church” in
their preaching, more than many of the clergy themfelves
do, whp have fubfcribed them.

' Page 10. You fpeak.of ““a fett of people, who pre~
fumptuou{ly affirm, that they are the ele&, and that they,
are predeftinated by God to falvation.”—It is indecd
prefumption for wicked people to affirm that they are:
< the eleét, and that they are predeflinated by God to
falvation.” But it is no prefumption to affirm that
godly people are ‘¢ the elect, and that they are predefti-,
nated by God to falvation;” for * there is a remnant
according to the election of grace,” Romu xi. 5. whom
God h: wﬁ‘ chofen in Chnii: bLft)IL. the foundation of the
world,? Eph. i. 4.  chofen to falvation,” 2 Thefl, xi.
13, I‘or my own part, 1 freely declare,-tha: I ama

.Prcdtlhmz an; fuch a Predeftinarian as the apofile Paul

Wis,
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Wis, who Fl)rc 7 '\/Iorer)vcr, whom he (is e Gorl) did
prcdcﬂ':mtc, them he aH'o ca]led . Rom. viii, 30, * ha-
ving predéftinated us unto the adoptlon of children; be~
ing pwdeﬂ‘mated accurdm ¢ fo the purpofe of him, who
worketh all things after “the counfel of his own will,”
Eph. xv.. 11 You add, *¢ It would be accuﬁng God of
the utmoft p‘,rtialaty, to fay he pred:ftinated one part of
mankind to everlafting mifery, and another to everlaﬁmg
happmcfs, without refpe& to their a&ions.’ *—But as to
thofe that ¢ are predeftmated to everlaﬂmg m:fery,:
pleafe to confider that the everlafting mifery to which
they were prede{’cmated is the juft demerit of their crimes ;
and that God did, out of his mere gmd pleafure from
all eternity, chufe fome anto everlafting life ; and tha at
in eleftion, God ats as a fovcrmgn 1B ord who may a;fa
difpofe of his creatures as he pleafeth; but in u*trlbu-
ting rewards and pum[hments, he afts as a rmhtcous :
Judé,e ¢ who will render to every one accordmg to Ius
deeds,” Rom. ix. ;4.--24 and the cxvuth of Dr. Watts’s
fitft book of hymns. concerning cle@ion and predeﬁma-
R T : ; ]
" You fpeak of fome who fay, “ Man has no will, eis
ther to chufe or refufe.” For my part, I never heard any
one fay fo; and if any one fay fo, they are void of come
mon fc.nf'e, both ph:lofophﬂ-rs and divines agree in affer-
ti ng the liberty of the will in choofing or rciuhnu God
has fét before us good and evil in his word ; but the flubs
born and rcbc‘lloub will of man ChJO{‘(.:&.(..\‘{I and rcfu{es
good, till it is renewed and rh’mged by divine grace..
Page 11. You fay, If we had no choice of our Owna
we couid deferve no reward.”—To this I rcp]}', that
¢ verily there is a reward for the 1whteous P but it is
a reward of grace, and not of debt; our ceod woms,t
bmng mixed with fo many finful :mrmrfeuhans, can
never merit the reward of cte} aal life, which s, 4 th‘,
gn{ of God, through Jefus Chriit our Lord.”—Good
2Vor, X. C works
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works fhall be gracioufly accepted and rewarded thro”
the merits of Chrift; but they are not meritorious.

Page :5. You fay, ¢ One reafon why there are fuch
numbers of diflerters from | -ur church is, hecaufe they
hope to be faved by their faith alone, without good
works; becaufe this fe¢t would make you believe, they
are  the elect, and children of Chrift’s kingdom.”
But that is your miftake, Sir; the Diffenters conclude
with the apofile Paul, that ““a man is juftified by faith,
without the deeds ‘of the law,” Rom. iii. 28. * Know-
ing that a man is not juftified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jefus Chrift,”” Gal. ii. 16, We alfo
affert with the apoftle James, chap. ii. 24. that * by
works a man is juftified, and not by faith only.” Hence
appears that we are juftified before God by faith in Chrift g
but that faith whereby we are juftified, is not an idle,
but a working faith, and is known by good works, as
the tree is known by its fruits. ¢ For we are his (i. e.
God’s) workmanthip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good
works,” Eph. ii. 10. and *“ they who have believed in
G6d, mutt be carcful to maintain good works,” Tit. iii. 8.
And whether you believe it or not, they aré certainly
% the'elect, and children of Chrift’s kingdom,” and
thall certainly be faved who believe in Chrift, and whofe
faith in Chrift is produétive of good works.
~ I know that we are not to take our religion upon truft,
but carefully to examinc our religious priﬂcipf&s, and
eompare them with the holy fcriptures ; and if, upon ex-
amination, it appears to us that they do not agree with
the word of God, the infallible rule of faith and prac-
tice, we ought to reject them, though we have been bred
up in them, and received them from our parents. Yo_tzb
fay many good things to this purpofe, wherein I heartily .

agree with you,—I pray God to 2ffift us in our inquiries
after truth, and keep us in the knowledge, belief, and

love of the truth,
I :m, Rev, Sir, yoars.
g b ¥ . . Aﬁ

&
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8i quid novifli reciius iftis 3
Candidus, imperti : finony his utere mecum,

i, e. If thou haft known any thing righter tban thefe
things; as a2 candid man, impart it: if not, ufc thefe
things with me. | '

{ The lzy"wer in-our next, }

SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSES between Jepipiam |
. and HEPHZIEAH, on the work of GOD on their fouls.

The THIRD INTERCOURSE.
[’Carztmzted freim page 350..0f Vior. 1X.]

tHEPh'THE manflayer was f:fe when he fled to the
city of refuge ; but far more fafe are thofe
happy fouls who have, by faith, fled to Jefus their Sa-
viour for refuge, tolay hold on him their hope fet before
them in the gofpel. There he appears, there he fhines
a powerful and ‘a propitious Saviour, in the brighteft
luftre. He is glorioufly exhibited to us in the facred
volume ;3 he is delineatedto us in fuch lively and beauti-
ful colours, as angels with heavealy fkill have drawn.
How did the angelic hofts proclaim him at hisbirth | not
as their Saviour, but as the Saviour of guilty finners1
As. the celeftial fpirits were kept from falling by fin,
‘they had no nced-of him .as their 8aviour ;+yet thofe be-
nevolent beings rejoice as much in the falvation of the
shuman'race, as if they were alfo concerned in it; witnefs
" “what joy there was amongft them at our Saviour's incare
nation ; and’ alfo the joy they have in heaven; when a
{inner repents, believes in him, and accepts his falva-
tion.—What think you further on this delightful fubjeét ?
thave you nothing to {ay more ‘on fo wondcn’"ui and glo-
rious an eveat?

c 2 Jedide
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Jedid. Yes, I could fay much more, and dwell upon
the love and grace of our glorious Savmur all my life
long ; but I had rather at th]s time hear you enlarge on
the delightful theme : when you difcourfe on Jefus asour
own b:z\'iour, I feem as if T was liftening to the harmo=

_niocus fongs of angels, and hearing the rapturous mufic
of heaven; I am indegd tranfported with pleafure, and
hope you will go on, as I had much rather be a profi-
table hearer, than a ufelefs fpeaker; 1 am not equal to
the pleafing fubjeét; the delightful topic is fo heavenly,
the theme fo divine! As your converfation is of Jefus
the Saviour, who is admired by you, and adored by me,
that 1 had rather hear of his grace and glory in the an-
gelic fong, or in your fweet intercourfe, than attempt
to lifp out his praifes myfelf, as I fhould eclipfe our Sa«
viour’s glory, aud depreciate his divine perfon. I own,
T love his namé Jefus: our celebrated poet, Dr. Watts,
‘with the fweeteft propriety calls it, in one of h:s moﬁ:
excellent hymns, :

¢¢ Dearefl of all the names above,
* My Jefus and my Gud !”

1t is dearer, infinitely dearer to my foul, than this whole”
world, or ten thoufand fuch worlds as this is; or, if
poflible, more precious than heaven, or the third heaven
with all its happinefs or brighteft glory ; and-the, tranf-
{cendent delights we hope for at the marriage fupper ;
unlefs it be the {fweet embraces, and the great love of his
bleffed felf. il
Heph, Who can to the full fet forth all his praife,
. and thew his excellencies as a Saviour ! Nonem earth or
heaven : I am fure, I may make the fame comp!amts as
yourfelf, as I fo imperfeétiy attempt to hint his unfpeak-
able worth as a Sayiour. = If others fail in.their endea-
vours, whofe province in a more peculiar manner it is
;q ﬂucly the' Saviour, and preach him to;others, much
i 1 more
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more may . I; cfpm‘::a]ly if we confider that the deepeft
Jearned orator, or the moft eloquent divine, or mightieft -
angel, may {peak in the loudcﬁ or fweetﬂ& ftrains, yet
their lunguage muft fail. The moft ]ofty words of the
mnﬂ ce.ebrated preacherq, or ]oudfﬂ anthems of the
higheft archangels, let them fing. the h;gheﬂ' notes, yet
they muft f.all jhorr in cr]ebratmg his glorious pejfsc-
tions, the comp] -tenefs of his rlghreouﬁlefs, or the great=
nefs of the falvation of our glorified Saviour. Should
all the celeftial mhabntants on hwh or famts bel?w,
continue to convcrﬁ. with each other th_r_(;)_ugh gll, ghq
revolutions of time, or to never- rndmg etermty, even
then, were it poflible they could exceed eternal ages, they
would all united together fall vaftly fhort of the fuper~
lative divine exeellency of our moftadorable glorious Sa«
viour,—Confider the fine attempt of the celebrated
Young in his Night Thoughtq that are fo much admired.
by plite readers for their inginuity and piety : chink of
what the feraphic Watts,, that fweet finger of our Ifrael,
has done in his divine poetry : remember what the {ub~
lime Hervey has written in pralfe of our glorious Sav:our
and his perfeét r;ghteoufncfs call to mind the fweet
firains of the pious Mrs. Rowe ; Oh how charmlngly
{he wrote and fung of our b!eﬂ'ed Redeemer ! T will ré<
peat one verfe of that ingenious Ia.dys, from hl:r De-
vout Exercifes of the Heart :

¢¢ Sweet name ! in thy each fyllable

€ A thoufand blelt Arabia’s dwell;

¢ Mountains of myrrh and beds of fplces,
¢ And ten thoufand paramf-,s

In thefe ewccel!cnt authors there fccms to be the utmoft’
frretch of' psz thoughts, and rapturous nghts, even’
to heaven, where our blefled Saviour refides in g!ory;'
s 1{ hkn {:xpuing Step}‘cn, they faw the heaving

Dpcned-
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opened with the brighteft glory, and bebeld their gle-
rified Redeemer at his Facher’s right hand, fhining with
the brighteft luftre; or, like the apoftlc Paul, had been
caught up into the third heaveny or 5t. John, who faw
yifions, and had revelations of our exalted Saviour, and
the glory of heaven, where his falvation is enjoyed in the
nobleft manner. We have now converfed on him as our
Saviour ; let his great falvation be the fubje& of our
next intercourfe, which I hope for thortly.

Jedid. I thank you for your company, and for the
hope you give me, at our next meeting, of hcaring of
that glorious falvation we hope for in heayen,

[ To be continued in our next. }

WNARRATIVE of the DEATH of the Hin. F R, Ny
: Sen to the late

[ Concluded jfrom page 365. of Vor, IX. ]

OU may eafily imagine what impreffions this would
make upon the fpirits of his friends, Howcver, in

the midft of their griefand amazement, they had the pru-
dence to think of the reputation of their family, and to
provide for as much fecrecy as poflible. They therefore
conveyed him by night to other lodgings: But he was
grown fo weak, that he fainted away feveral times in the
«chair. They got him into his chamber, and to bed as
foon as they could.. After a little reft, he found ﬁrength
to exprefs himfelf thus: ¢ ] am not concerned to inguire
whither you have brought me, or your reafons for fo do-
‘ing. It had been fomethm had you changed my ﬁate
with my lodgings: but my torments ‘are rather greater
than before; for I fee that difmal hour juft at hand,
“when [ muft bid you all a fad farewell.” The phyficians
were now fent for again, but they fill declared, they
could
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could do nothing for him ; only they ordered fome: cor~
dial julep, which they faid, might perhaps ftengthen na-
ture, to hold out three or four days longer.

My bufinefs calling me away for a day or two, I came
again on Thurfday morning pretty early. When I came
in, I inquired of his friends, how he had fpent his time.
They told me, he had had little company, and his ex-
preflions were much fhorter than before : but what he did
fpeak, feemed to have more horror and defpair in it than
before. I went to his bed.fide, and afked him how he
did ? He replied, ¢ Damn’d, and loft for ever.,” I told
him, the decrees of God were fecret. II_’erhaps he was
punifhed in this life, to fit him for a better. He anfwer=
ed, ¢ They are not fccret to me, but difcovered, and my -
greateft torments, My punithment here is for an ex-
ample to others, and an earneft to me of my ewn dam-
nation. ~ O that there was no God, or that this God
could ceafe to be, for I am fure he never will have mer=
cy upon me!” ¢ Alas, faid I, there is no contending with
our Creator, and therefore forbear fuch words as may pro='
voke him more.” ¢¢ True, replied he, thereisno con-
tending. I wifh there was a poflibility of getting above
God ; that would be a heaven to me.” I intreated him
not to give way to fo blafphemous a thought, for——
Here he interrupted me.  * Read we not in the Revelas
tion, of thofe that blafphemed God becaufe of. their.
pain? I am now of that number. O how do 1 enjoy
the happinefs of Cain and Judas!” But, replied I, you
are alive, and do not feel the torments of thofe that are
in hell.  He anfwered, ¢ Thisis either true or falle. If
it be truc, how heavy will thofe torments be, of which L
do not yet feel the-uttermoft I’ But I tknow that it is
falfe ; and that I now endure more than the fpirits of the
damned. For I have the very fame torture upon my {pi=
rit as they have, befides thofe I endure in my body. I
believe that at the day of jud gruent, the terments.of my
: mind
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miind and body will both together be more intenfe ; bitk
as T now am, no fpirit in hell endures what I do. How
gladly would F change my condition for Kell | How ear4
feftly would I intreat my angry Julge to fend me thi-
ther, were I not afraid he would, out of vengeance, de-
ny me ! Here he clofed his eyes alittle, and began to ta}lé
w;ldly every now-and- then, groanmo and gnafhmrr hig
feeth ; but foon after opéning his eyes, he grew fenfibld
again, and felt his own'pulfe, faying, ¢ How lazily my
Afinutes go on! Whei will be the laft breath ; the laft
pulfe that fhall beat my fpirit out of this dccayed man-
fion'into the defired regions of death and hell! O I find
it is juft athand ! and what fhall I fay now ? Am I not
afraid again to die! Ah! the forlorn hope of him that
has nét God to go to! nothing to fly to for peace and
, comfort ¥’ Here his {peech failed him; we all believing
him 'to be dying, went to prayer, which threw him'into
an ‘agony; in which, though he could not fpeak, he
* turned away his face, and made what noife he could to
hinder himfelf from heating. Pelcemng this, we gave
over, /As foon as he could fpeak (which was not till
~ fome time), he faid, ¢ Tygers and monfters I'are ye'alfo
become devils to torhient me, and give me a profped of
heaven, to make my hell more intolerable 77 Alas | Su-,
faid I, it is ouf defite of your happinefs that cafls us
down at' the throne of grace, If God denies afliftance,
who elf¢ cah give it? If he will not have meréy, whi-
ther muft we go forit? He replied, ¢ Ay, there is the
wound ; God is become mine enemy, and ‘there is none
{o ftrong as to deliver me ‘out'of his hands! He configns
me over to eternal vengeance, and there is‘none that'is
able'to redeem me ! Weere there fuch another God as he,
who would patronize my caufe; or were’Labove, or in-
dependent on God, I could actand difpofe of myfelf as
 pleafed, then would my horrors ceafe, and the expecta-:
tions and defigns of .my formidable enemy bf. fruftrared.

f But
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i;u: th}s cannot be; for I—--_-Her"e his voice t"ailed; but
"rbcove'ring fbon after, he uttered with 2 loud voice an
“exprefion which betokened ‘the moft dreadful defpait;
"4nd inftantly expired.—Wefliall cnl§ obfetve, on thisaw-
“ful account, that<lio’ the enemy was permitted to worry

the foul of this perfon, yet there is i reafon to doubt
of his falvation—but the fufferings he endured for check=
mg the diGates of his confcience, fhould ferve as 4 warn=-
ing to others to contend earneftly for the fzuth and be
ﬂequently at the throne of grace:

Pa B8 L 5

To the EpiTors of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

GENTLEMEN,
Have waited with great anxiety for an anfwet to thap
quiery of mine concerning the beft method for an
:adult to purfue, in order to acquire the Latin and Greck
]ancruages, and 1 find an ingenious correfpondent hath
favoured me with orie the laft month, but no ways to my
iatmfaﬁlon, chiéfly owmg to my not giving fo particu-
~Jar an account of my f.dp"l{.‘ltj’ and ficuation in life, as
my ingenious learned friend requires ; and ‘therefore in
order to obtain fo dcﬁieable an acquifition as fome direcs
tions from him, I now intend t¢ givd him a mfore pum-
cular accoufit, =
But, firft, it will be proper to acquaint him what were
-my motives for learning them, viz. that I am a great lover
" of the facred writings, and ceuld with to read-the New
Teftament in the original, as well as other pieces in
divihity, ‘for divine truths are the darling obje&s of my
purfuits 3. ard in cafe 87 acquire fore confiderable know—f
ledge in thofe languages, I have feveral friends that
would endeavour to make them ac lwnrageow to me. But
#0 be more particular ;

Voru X. D Tam
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T am about twenty-nine years of age; am not of
very quick apprehenfion; but of a perfcvermg d:fpo-
. fition, in any thing I take in hand; for by my own
application, and the blefling of God,. I have made con-
fiderable progrefs in feveral feiences, without the aflilt~
ance of a mafter, I have made fome fnall proﬁc:engy in
Latin, am able to decline the nouns, and conjugate the
.verbs ; alfo can conftrue almoft any verfe in the gofpels ;
but in Greek, have not made any proﬁcwncy, only have
learnt the alphabet, and can juft read a Greek word, fo
- that I call that nothlng.
My occupation in life does not allow me a great deal
of time for thefe ftudies, though they require fo' much,
net more than an hour and half, or twg hours in a day
at moft, being employed in teaching youth, reading,
writing, accompts, and other parts of the mathematics,
having under my care thirty or forty boys, in a country
village, near the town of Northampton ; and therefore I
fhall be humbly obliged to my good friend, if he will *
point out to me fome method that may be pradticable ; if
my name fhould be required, ‘I am not athamed to give
it in this public manner.,
w. C:
N. B. I have not had an opportunity to fee Dr. Jol'in-
fon’s IpLEr; fhould be glad to know what is the
priee of it,

The PrA¥ &R of the Rev. Mr. G. B——r, before the
SeEaMoN preached in the Afternoon, on opening of
. LowTHeR-STREET CuarzL in K—-—, Sept. 12,1781,

¥
THOU glorious Lord God of heaven and earth!
thou art every-where prefent, and particularly -
where two or three are met together in-thy name:*be
plealed to grant, at this prefent opportunity, that we .
may
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may be enabled to worfhip thee in f{pirit and in truth,
af'gfthofc who are aware that the eye of the ;'1.“-—§:‘_‘I=E;:51.£3:‘ God
is upon us. Thou knoweft the fecrets of our hearts, and
wilt not be put off with' plaufible pretences or appear~
ances: O God, do thou thercfore make us upright be-
fore thee, and grant that we may worthip thee now as
thofe who have tafted that thou art gracious, and that
havc felt indeed the hcart-changmg power of the world
to come. O Lord, do thou folemnize our eyes and
hearts, that they wander not in thy worfhip, and fo we
prefent only our bodies before thee: but, Lord, give us
hearts carneftly intent upon thy fervice; and, as we are
met together on a part:cu]ar provudcnual occafion, give
us a particular folemnity of fpirit, that no new or ex-
traordinary circumftance may withdraw our diligent at-
tention, or hold back our -affe&ions from a due attach-.
shent to their proper objet. O God, may we now, by
thy grace, be aifo led to realize eternal things: may we
remember how fhort our lives are, and how foon we muft
appear before God in judgment; may we be fenfible of
the worth of our immorta] fouls; and of the danger of
their being loft, till they are fecured in the hands of
Chrift ; and do thou ftill keep us fenfible that the cer-
tain final perfeverance of the faints is accomplifhed in
their actualiy perfevering: And do thou, gracious God,
enable thy unworthy minifter to fpeak the truth as it is’
in Jefus ; and O grant, that not only the truth may be de-
livered, but do thou accompany it with the power of thy
HolySpirit. O thou glorious Lord Ged, do thou glorify this
houfe of thy glory, this place fet apart for the honour of
thy name, in bringing fome poor foul, in this day of its
opening, to the faving knowledge of thy falvation; do
thou raife a monument of thy fovereign mercy, in giving
fome peor finner an eternal occafion gratefully to re-
member this prefent opportunity of attending upon thee.
And as there are many here from the heighbouxing parts
D2 around,
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around, on this occafion, many who profefledly know
the Lord Jefus Chrift, O do thou grant them a blefled
vifit of thy love; grant that this may he a refrething
time to theiy fouls, eftablith them in the faith as it is in
Jefus; and may their holy joy in the God of their fal-
vation be greatly increafed | O God, do thou give them
ftill to remember, with deep humility, their finfu! and
milerable ftate by nature, and, with the warmeft grati-
tude, to call to mind that time of love wherein thou haft
Leen gracious to their fouls. Blefs thofe that:{peak on
the prefent” occafion. Water thefe provifions of thy
houfe with the dew of thy blefling ; and grant that the
word fpoken this day, in thy name, may not be in vain,
O may fome poor ignorant foul this day be made ac-
quainted with their higheft blifs and chiefeft portion, even
acovenant God in Chrift ; and make us all more and more
acquainted with the great and honourable attributes of.
thy ju{iicc, mercy, love, and faithfulnefs, as manifefted in
the glorious work of redemption ; and may our ideas of
them be greatly exalted! May our faith be attended
with much love, and may our love be accompanied with
mpuch hatred of fin. And, O Lord, as thou haft, upon
fuch occaflions as thefe, h‘mnif’cﬁcd thy[’u[? in a peculiar
manner 3 as, when Solomon dedicated a houfe to thy
' pame, theu didft appear with the vifible tokens of thy
love and favour; O do thou manifeft thy fpiritual pre-
fence here at this. time, and let the glory and power of
thy gofpel be this day difplayed in this houfe of thee our
‘God. Leave fuch a divine impreflion | upon pur hcﬁrts!
as that we may not be fatisfied with a form of godlinefs,
or bare profeflion of thy gofpel, but give us to tafte the
fweetnefs, and feel the power of it, Do thou, O Lord,
blefs us with the tokens of thy prefence to day, that we
gay be encouraged to hope that thou wilt at all times be
with thofe aflcrubled here, and that thou wilt make in
¢his place 2 people fandtitied to the glory of thy name.

: Lord,
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Lord, do thou grant, that in tracing thy many wonder-
ful works done here by thy grace, we may be conftrained
to cry out, in the language of admirntion, What hath
God wrought !

We thank thee, O Lord, that thou haft been pleafed to
call together fo large a company of thofe that profefs ta
Jove the joyful found, to attend herc upon thy ftated
worfhip, and, notwithftanding all difficultics, haft en~
abled them 'to raife this houfe for the preaching of thy
holy gofpel. We thank thee, that in fo fhort a time thou
haft thus gracioufly fealed the preaching of thy word <
Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name be the
glory ! And we with, O Lord God, that thou wouldeft

- 4till more ab andantl)r feal it, and that with the moft folid
evidences, fuch as are not in appearance only, but in

" reality and truth: may fuch as think themfelves rich
and increafed with goods, and to have need of nothing-.
(notwnhﬁand:nw they are wretched, and miferable, and
poor, and blind, and naked); may fuch be enlightened-
to fec their natural death in fin ; do thou bring their fouls
favingly to Chrift, and make them experimentally ac-
quainted with thy free and powerful falvation, that they
may obtain that inheritance whlch is the happy portion
of the faints in light.

O God, we befeech thee of thine infinite goodnefs to
own and profper thy word here in the mouths of thy fer-
vants, and do thou fhower down an abundance of thy
gifts and graces upon fuch as minifter ihy word in this
place. 0 thou great f’]ephcrd of Ifrael, do thou pro-
vide this people a paftor according to thy own heart,
that fhall {peak in thy name, and according to thy willz
and indeed, unlefs he be fuch a one, there is little reafon
to expeét any benefit from his labours, O thou divine
Spirit, who haft all hearts in thy hand, hear the cries of
this thy pecple, and fend them a minifter that fhall Icad
them in the paths of faving knowledge. Send them a
man of God, one that knows his bible, and is wcll_'::c-.-

guainted
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quainted with the myftery of the faith, and is well eftay
blithed in the precious truth and the pecuﬁar.do&_rinesi%
the gofpel; fend them one of fteady prineiples, one that
hath had great experience of the bleflings of the gofpe,].
upon his own heat ; and one that fhall efpoufe thy caufe,
fet forth thy glory, and preach thy gofpel by his life and
converfation, as well as by word and doétrine. Where-
ever fuch a miniffer as ‘this may be, O God, do thol;
find him out, and bring him here, that fo thofe, that at-
tend upon his minifiry, may be themfelves fpiritual tem=
ples, greatly edified and built up upon the foundation of
the apoftles and prophets, fefus Chrift himfelf being the
chjef corner- ftone. i > ‘
QO God, do thon blefs thofe that have been a&ive in
bringing to pafls this good work, who have been inftru-
mental in building this houfe for thy glory, and fhewn a
hearty defire for the fuccefs of thy word ; do thou return
them a thoufand fold for fuch manifeft expreflions of their
love to thee and thine. And, O Lord, do thou blefs
thy people that fhall come to meet thee here from time ta
time ; do thou meet with them and blefs them, and make
the hight of thy pea.ceful countenance to fhine upom
them. May they experience of a truth that this is the
“houfe of God,' and that this is the gate of heaven, We
pray thee, O Lord, that thou wouldeft crown thefe walls
with multitudes of faithful converts; rand grant that
muItntudes of praying and attentive people may attend
upon thee here. Da thou fan&ify their affe@ions, and
enable them to retain thy word in their memories. Da
thou incline them to meditate and pray over it, that they
bring it into experience and pra&ice. O that there
may be joy in heaven in the prefence of the angels of
Gad over a fucceflion of repenting multitudes occalioned
by the word fpoken in this place, Never let this pulpit
be filled with a carnal and dzfonderl), much lefs with .
a formal and hypocritical mlmﬁcr, but do thou, in thy’
Erac:ouq prov 1dentc, grant that it may be ever fupplied
with
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with a lively, zedlous, affe&iohite, holy, ‘and“fincere
difpenfer of thy word.  “And with refpe& to thofe whom
thou haft already inclined to attend at this thce, as well
as thofe whom thou fhalt “hereafter incline ‘to worthip
thee in'this houfe, we pray thee that' they may beall fol-
lowed with a partlculdr hlcﬁmg from thee cur''God,
May they fhine 4s lights ‘in their generation, ' and ‘adora
the dotrine of God 'their Saviour i in all thmg‘; o Lor&,
we pray thee that none of them may Colmmt fin ‘that grace
hlay abound j bt gra:‘t that whilft they are p:é’adlng thy
free, foverelgn grace, and profefs” to depend ‘upon ' tie
blood of the Lamb,’ as that which dlone taketh away ‘the
fin of the world, they'may be zéalous 6f good ‘works;; |
and grant that' thc ighorant and “foolifh world """ ‘who
watch for the halting’ of thy people, 'may- never Haveany
occafion to fpeak ‘evil of thy go{‘pﬂ] ‘on' their account:

Lord, hear the ptayers which'havé alveady beenoffered

up Here to-day in behialf of thofe at the helm of-affairsin
this nation, and particularly for the krng, queeny ‘prince
of Wales, ‘and #ll-the royaI family, "We defiré that they
may be endued with gracious heatty] and wiféheadsito' rule
“the kingdom at ‘this critical jun&ure.” ' There ate many
that rife up ‘againft us; we thaverformidableenemies to
cope with ;" but what "ar¢ they, or ‘what can ithey dos 'if
thou art for us? If thou ‘at¢ for us, who canibel againft
us ? Lord, may we prove thee a!fupport to our-totter-
ing flate at this time. . (Go fofth;we pray thée, withour
fleets and ‘armies, a'nd do' thou cover ' their heads:if - the
day -of battle; ‘but above all, we delirethat ‘thou
wouldft put a ftop to the effufion of human -blood.:
Thou haft the hearts of kings and of all men in thine

hands; do thou'difpofe them all to unity and «concord,
guide them into'the way of ‘peace, and grant that!tniver~
“fal harmony may take place. * O Lord God; we défire
-never to forget the monuments of thy paft merdies to-
wards us ; and therefore while we “find it ourduty, and
feel
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feel the neceflity of fupplicating thy mercy for- the puts
ting a ftop to the prefent miferies of our land, and of re=.
quefting future bleflings, we would thank thee for what
we have alrcady been partakers of, If it is only that we
are not in the torments of hcll, in thofe everlalting
burnings; where the worm dicth not, we ought to abound
in the warmeft thankfgiving ; and efpecially have we to
_praife thy name, when, inftead of this, we are this after~
‘noon fitting in @n affembly of thine own appo‘ntmcnt,
-among the congregation of thofe that defire thy grace,
.and, the peace of that God who gave them bcmg, and
when we have been this day hearing che gofpel of our
“falvation, even good news of ev;:ria&ing life and mercy,
inftead of having our eternal abode in thefe doleful man-
fions, where is weeping; wailing, and gnafhing of teeth,
where, alas, inftead of looking forward in a good hope
through grace, we fhould have been looking back on a
life m:f-fpent* we fhould have been refle@ing w1th hor-
ror -on grace abufed, the overtures of mercy defpxied
the word of life and falvation rejected, and. of the gofpel
and all its blefled privileges loft for ever. We have the
greateft reafon to. be moft heartily thankful that this is
not the-cafe, but that; on the contrary, the moﬂ: lm-
dened finner here prefent may now hear the voice of tht
'Son of God; and lives, O that thy grace may reach the
hearts 'of impenitent finners, and that thou wouldeft give
all every bleffing of mind, body, and cltate, that thou
feeft to be fit and proper and expedient for every flation
and condition of life. Crown thine ordinnces with thy
grace ; and may cach of us have eternal caufe of rejoice-
ingin thee, our God, for this opportunity of attending
thee in thy houfe of prayer. All which bleffings we
humbly beg in the moft worthy name of Jefus, throush
whom we would further addrefs thee in that compfche}a.-
five'form of words which he hath taught us: ¢ Qur
' ¢¢ Father, which art in heaven,” &c.
ADra~
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A D1arLoGUE between SoPHos and ALuMNUSs?
'On the BEL1EVER’Ss GRowTH in GRACE,

Sophos. S Sophoé was one day taking his retired

. walk for meditation and contemplationy
he was met by an intimate friend of his, caIled Alumnus,
who faluted him thus:

Alumnus. Well, kind friend, how do you da? Iam
heart:ly glad that I have met wnh you this evening
thould be glad to enjoy your company; and be honoured
with your converfation little, if convenient.

Soph. I am equally glad td fee you, dear friend.
While time permits, fhould wifh to fpend it profitably ;
and elpeciallyy as you and I have enjoyed and main=
tained an inviolable friendfhip thefe many years paft.

Alumn, Dear Sophios, your friendthip I always ef-
teemed very highly, and could at all times repofe the
fentiments of my heart, with the greateft confidence, in
yoyr bofom ; I have frequently gained wifdom by your
kind and free inftru@ions ; and my heart has been often
bettered by your admomt.on,: thercefore, as I am con-
vinced of your fincere piety, the uprightnefs of your in~
tentions, and your knowledge of divine things, hope I
may venture to afk what the apoftle means, in that ex-
hortation, 2 Pet. iii. 18, ¢ but grow'in grace.”

Soph. Dear Alumnus (taking him by the hand), I
with the opinion you have of me be well founded ; but
you muft allow me te fay, that [ much fufpe& my know-
ledge ; and however I may be uprightin my intentions,
can affure you, I fometimes have reafon to doubt my fin-
cf_:ritly; however, though I labour under many difad=

vantages, yet, with the light [ have, and depending on
the dpirit of grace for teaching, [ am willing to give you

Voi, X, E my |
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my opinion on the paflage you mention, provided your
‘mind be open to reccive inftructions, and free from
bigotry.

Alumn. T acknowledge it does not become a crede
ture to boaft; but dare venture to fay, that, upon a fub-
je& of this nature, my heart and foul is open to receive
inftru&ions, and I fhall with pleafure hear your opinion 3
T hope therefore you will be fo kind as to give me your
thoughts,

Soph, SoT will, W}thout delay ; and firft, it may not
be improper to obferve, that in the fcriptures * grace”
has many acceptations; fometimes it is taken for the
gofpel, and the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which is a glo-
rious gofpel truth : and thus we read in various parts of
the word, ¢ Grace and truth came by Jefus Chrift:”
and again, the apoftle Paul exhorts the Corinthians not
to receive the grace of God in vain ; at other times it
fignifies ‘the grace of God implanted in the foul in re-
generation ; fo we are to underftand the apoftle Paul,
‘when he fays of the Philippians, ¢ Ye all are partakers
with me of grace.”” Now grace, in the paflage you
mention, feems to me to mean the latter, and that for
- this reafon, becaufe no other acceptation of grace in
feripture will admit of a growth, or increafe, but
this.

Alumn. So I think; and it feems to agree with that
paflage of the apoftle James, when he fays of God, * he
giveth more grace.” But, Sir, as you have given me a
{atisfying defcription of the apoftle’s meaning, hope you
-will favour me with fome arguments to prove the growth
of this grace.

Soph. Dear Alumnus, as 1 believe you are dcf'rnus
‘of knowledge, fhall with the greateft pleafure offer a few
-arguments or confiderations, in order to prove this inte-
‘refting truth ;then you afk me to adduce {fome arguments,

' or
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or produ‘tf:e“ fome rg_afons, to prove that there is a growth
in grace.

Alumn: Yes, to the fame purpofe.

Soph. 'Let us confult the fcriptures, then, dear So-
phos, and they will abundantly teftify this truth, by
parabolical or metaphorical reprefentations ; to this pur-
pofe, grace is compared to muftard-feed, which is the
leaft of allfceds; but, when itis grown, is the greateft
of 4ll herbs. Again, it is compared to * leaven, which
a woman took and hid in three meafures of meal, till the
whole was leavened.” This will further appear, from
the degrees afcribed to believers : there are babes, young
men, and fathers in Chrift: there is a beginning in grace,
and ‘going on to perfection, Eph. iv. 13. Befides, the
Lord ‘promifed this, faying, ° They fhall grow like
the cedars in Lebanon; and they fhal] go forth, and
grow like calves of the ftall;”* add to all this, thata
growthin grace is defigned by all divine influences, and
effected by all divine ordinances. Read at your leifure,
Eph. iv. 11, 12, &c.

Alumn. It appears \rery clear and convincing; if I
fhall not be thought troublefome, T would afk—

Soph. Troublefome! do not mention that, I pray; it
is my delight to dwell upon fubjects of this nature, bee
caufe of their importance and {weetnefs ; and therefore
you may afk what you pleafe upon this fubject; only :
Ict your queftions be as concife as poffible, _

Alumn. Amobliged to you, Sir ; the queftion I was go=
ing to afk, 1s, What are thc ﬁgns or_evidences of a
growth in grace ? : i

Soph. The figns of growth in grace are fuch as thefe s
a growing conforrnlty to Chrift Jelus in his moral image ;
hence we are faid to grow up in him who is the head.
Thus we grow in all thofe graces of which he, as man,
ftood pofleffed ; fuch breathe after more of his image, and
abuund more and more in love to him and his people.

v, a2 Again,
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Again, it is evidential of growth in grace, when we ins
creafe in all holy converfation and godlinefs. Their hoe
linefs in the ways of God and godlinefs increafeth ; and
their charity and bencvoleﬁce, as far as they have op-
portunity and ability, abound to their fellow- creatures;
And this is not all, Alumnus; but they are {till grow-
ing more, heavenly-minded, fo that their converfation is
in heaven ;—more dead to the world, with all its allure-
ing and bewitching charms; and live more to God, fet-
ing their affeGions, on things above, Moreover, the
grand work or evidence of all others is, a growth in hu-
mility and abafement ; for the more the chriftian fees of
the eyil and depravity of his own heart; and the more he
beholds the glorious excellencies and lovelinefs of the
Lord Jefus Chrift, fo much the more will he lie low in
his own eyes, faying, I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft
and afhes. i

Lancafhire. ' NiB, T,
[ Zo be c_ar:tfmeea’. ]

$¢PROCRASTINATION the THIEF of TIME.”

1D we know a friend who had a long journey, of

the dtmoft importance, to make, and yet fhould
ftand idle all the day, negledting to fet out till fun-fet,
~ we coyld not but pity his egregious folly; and yet it is
to be feared, moft men are fuch fools; they all have
2 long journey to take, a journcy from time to eternity,
and which muft be difpatched hefore the fun of their
natural life be fct; and yet many loiter away their time
till ficknefs apd death feize upon and furprize them; and
then they cry out, What fhall we do to inherit eternal
life ¢

Py . POETRY.
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SarvaTion by Currst the only
. Rock. \

#% For they drank of that fpiritual
¢ rock, and that tock was Chrift,”
1 Co:, X, 4

b
L.'Y, finner, to that Rock,
The Rock of ages palt;
The Rock of zges yet to come,
Which fhall for ever lafi:

2.
This Rock is Chrift our Lord 5
A fure foundation- ftone 3
A ftone in which lies all our ftrength,
To build our hopes upen 3

s 3
For no foundation elfe
Cap any creature jay,
%o build his heav’nly hopes upon,
Againft that awful day

G -
Awful day indeed !
Tremendous is the thought !
“SWhen all the graves give yp their
dead, ;
And ci’'ments melt with heat,

e
This neyer-changing God,
His juftice muft talse place;
Where his great mercy’s been refus'd,
No one can fhare his grace.

| Shall foon before his face appear,

X

The Svrrerine CarisTIAR's
CoNSOLATION,

b

OME on, my partners in diftrefs,
My comrades thip® this wilder-
nels,
Who fill your bodies feel;
A while forget your grief and tears,
And look heyond the vale of tears
" To that celeftial hilly

2.
Beyond the bounds of time and fpace,
Look forward to that happy place,
The faint’s fecure abode : .
'On faith’s ftrong eagle-pinions rife,
And force your paifage thro’ the fkies,
And fcale the mount of God, :

3 . u
See, where the Lamb in glory flands,
Incircled With his radiant bands,
And join th’ angelic pow’rs » 4
For 2ll that height of glorious blifs
Qur everlafting portion is,
Apd all that heaven is ours,

&
Who fuffer for our Mafter here, |
And by his fide fit down :
To patient faith the prize is fure,
And all, that to the end éndure
The crofs, fhall wear the crown, -

L0
Thrice blefled blifs !—infpiring hope¥
It Jifts the fainting fpirits vp,
It brings to life the dead:
Our canfliéts here fhall foon be
And you and I afcend at ' Jaft
Triumphant with our head,

e

That great myRerious Deity*

We foon with open face (hall fees
The beatific fight

Shall ‘fill the heavenly courts with

praife, i

And wide diffufe the golden blaze

Of everlatting light,

paft,

i
 Thy wards be true ""z_ éam. vil. zs,
1.

LORD, while blinded naticag
ferve 3

‘Dead idols, falfe divinities;

To Thee, the living God and true,
Alone thy charehes facrifice,

g, Fillig
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’ Te
Falfe gods are like themfelves, a lye,
But like thy felf thy words be true;
Thy declarations all contain
The fricteft truths, tho’ firange and
news ] by
o ~ . ~ 3. -
What thou revealeft of thylelf,
Creation work, and providence,
‘Wenders of juftice, and of grace,
Ja true ; the' moft furpaffing fenfe.

4
promifes are all fincere,
And thall exaétly be fulfill'd;
Wpon this rock, thy people all :
“Their hope 2nd expeétations build.

Ao i il
"Thy holinefs abhors a lye,

Thy wildom’s from miftake exempt; |

Thy pow’r, which all events controuls,
Can neverfail inap atee npt, ©
6. Tt
F¥alfe map may, purpofey deceive;
Frail man may change, or want the
means, ¥
Thro® crofs events, tokeep his word.
And frail the friend who on bim
leans; . .

‘ ALl
Fut, Lord, thou canft no
cejve, | - - :
“Than be deceiv’d; thy every thought

And purpofe fhall,” infallibly,
To full accomplithment be brought,

s.
That to thy word thou haft been juft,
All records teflimony bear ;
Thy thankful pecple witne(s this,
And beffied enemies declare,

more de-

T e =

What thou hatt really engag’d,

Tho m?!l what fome may think thou
haft, g

In the true meganing of the words,

Has been fulfill’d, or fhall at Jaft,

I10.

Lord, may we now believe, and wait
‘Till the great opening day fhall thew,

LR Y

To the conviétion of the world,
That every word of thine was true}

May I, my God, thy image bear,
Be ever ftrictly faithful found,

| To each engagement, oath, and vowy
By which my foul to thee is bound,

12,

‘Do T not chufe thee for my God,
‘And fcorn whate’er would rival thee?
Is not the holy Jefus dear,

‘Beyond ten thoufand worlds, tome 2

i _ 13

i Ts not that word which does
mand,

Ag'dear as that which promifes ?

And when I hear thy awful threats,
Does not my foul a trembling feize 2%

v
come

4.
Are not thofe promifes moft fweet,
Which hold forth things which are
above, :
Where Jefus fits inthron’d, 2nd hofts
| Of glorigus [pirits fing, and loyes

15
Thy gracious promife is the ground'
And puide of allmy prayer and praifq\’
While I by obfervation find, !
Thou coft not worthlefs me defpifes

16,
And tho’ with cager Jongings, Lord,
My foul doth even break, while I
Expet my Jefus; yet thou feeft
That I can wait, as weil as cry,

7.
If thro’ thy rich, free, fov'reign grace,
- And boundlefs mercy, things are (o3
I may, I mult thefe comforts take,
Which from thy faithful promife
oW,

% 18,
O by thy bleffed Spirit help
To draw thy confolations in,

Which matter of fupport and joy
To faints of every age have been,

Sion
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B1ow in-Difrefs; or Por1su Cru-
LTy difplayed, in the hornd
Irith Maffacre.

H! how fhallI my mwa:d grief
d1fclofe,

What tongue is able to recount my
woes!

Prodigious numbers of my brethren
have

By popifh ﬁ:nds !'ound an untimely
grave!

Thofe curfed priefts, when fitkt they
did begin

The Maffacre, proclaim’d it was a

p fin

Unpardonable, if they durft te give

‘Them quarters, or their preffing wants
relieve :

Some they fiript naked, then they
made them go

O’'er bogs and mountains,
froft and {now :

Men, women, children, then were
butchered,

And all that fpoke our.language pe-
vifhed s

The very cattle, if of Englith breed,

They flath'd and mangled, that lhey
could not feed:

With joy, that Romifh and rebelli-|
ous brood

Have wafh’d their hands in Epglifh}
martyrs’ blood : j

Thoufands of naked Proteftants, that '
fled

From thefe barbarians,

© * '‘mifhed

Thofe cruel Papifts, who pretended!
love

To th® Englith, faid, they would re-/

| move

Their goods to them, if once they
fhielter got:

But they, like barb'rous wrcn:hef,
cut their throat,

Numbers of naked women they did
diive

Into 2 barn, and burntthem all alive :

in the

Each fexand age, that could not from
them fly, !

Did by thefe blood-hounds without

© mercy die:

And at the fatal bridge of Portle.
down

A thoufand fouls thefe wretches once
did drown =

Tn W WD g 38

A couple, with five children, firfk
they hung,

And in a hole their dying bodies
flung:

The youngeft 0a the mother’s Bm&
did ftick,

Cry'd, Mamma! mammal and wis
burfy'd quicic,.

When fome poor fouls in hurning

houfes cry,

Thofe murd'rers faid, How fwestly do
they fry !

When holy feriptures in the flames
they cait,

Thgy cry d, It was hell fixe, a lore!;

| That hlcﬂ':d book, when fome have

- trampled ony -

They cry’d, Plague on't, that hu
the mifchief done,

They made poor wives :hmhufbandl‘
blood to fpill,

And trembling youth their aged pa=
rents kill:

4 They forc’d the fon toftab his desre

mother,

4 And then one brother to deﬂmy ande
ther:

Some they bury’d juft untothe heaﬂ,

And left them-on furrounding grafs
“ feed:

§ Some with' et femall guts. were
fore’d to run ;

Abput a trze, until their lives were
gone: ;

The mouths of godly minifters theéy
cut

Unto their ears, then ‘twixt their
jaws did put

A monflrous gag ; and witha Romifh
feoft

4

were fa- 4

{ Thofe heliifh furies bragg’d, that to

" their joy

] They did two huﬂd:re.d thouland 'fod:

deftroy!

Oh, if my head were watcrs, afd
each eye

A brimful fountain, I would drasy
them dry,—

In floods of tears my foul is almoﬁ
drown’d,

To fee how fin does ev q~whene__
abound !

Where-¢’er I am, I nought can fee
or hear,

But that which does my foul in picces
tear,

It
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ft bréaks my heart that England thus
_ fhould be
" A feene for a&ors of debauchery!
What perpetrations of the blackeft
crimes
Appear now barefac’d in our prefent
times! ) :
Tho' God incens’d has fearful judg-
ments fert
To humble men, and bring them to
repent ;
Vet they proceed in foul impenitence,
And aggravate their horiid infolence ;
Seeming to bid defiance unto henv:n,
"Scorning to take the dreadful warning
giv'n, J.D

»

A grateful RerrecTion on Dis:
TINGUISHING GRACE,

RISE, my powers, to active
thought ;
Of whatthygr Ged has wrought;
‘Ken o'er the days, review, and fee
Peculiar reigning love for thee;
.Thanks, cordial thanks to God I
ay, :
For gi:agc‘s ample wide difplay,
Preventive mercy to me thewn,
Above my kindred, many a one.
Lord, why was I convinc'd to fee

.+ That thou alone my help canftbe! -

~"Why was I led in paths of light,
From nature’s wildernefs of night !
My mind in fecret touch'd with love
‘To fet my heart on things above—
Numbers I fee atound, alas!
uft in the ftate that Ionce was;

Eftrang'd to thee, in darknefs pent,
Rufhing to death with glad confent ;
Blinded by love to prefent things,
“From th’ dunghill-beggar unto kings :
Hence ftruck, I wondering inquire,
‘With {mitten heart of firong defire,
‘Wherefore this fignal diff 'rence made,
And why on me thefe mercies Jaid ?
1 could, not make a greater claim,

My cafe with theirs was all the fame;
Wor virtuous qualities to boaft

Had I, than any of the worlt;

AR,

T RO
No pains had T above the reft
Taleen with e, thus to inveft
My nalced foul with truth and grate
The way of life ro chufe,—~Thy face
~Eclips’d, by in-Korn clouds, was hidy
My heart o’ergrown by ev'ty weed -
Whence thed the fignalizing caufe’
That I above the reft am chofe,

Acceptedy fivout'd, blet and
crown’d, !
While thoufahd thoufands are dif-

own'd, .
And ihto utter darknefs found ?
Inquiring foul, fearch in God’s
whtd, S o
There thou fhalt find, the anfwer
ftor'd,
That God, according to his will,
Works fov'reign, uncontroulable,
In heav’n and earth with fixed fway,
And all his pleafurs do obey.
Hente, O my foul, attend and know
‘This is the caufe why it is fo ;
Thatfl:llmu art blefty while thoufands
all; |
A fov'reign God wotks all in all;
His juftice fells his enemies,
His mercies raife unto the fkics,
Now low in duft, humbled by grace,
I'll raife a fong of lofty praife
To boundlefs, fure, eleéting love,
Which thro’ this life my comforts
prove. !

The WaTcr's MemenT 0b

Q EE how thy moments pafs,

\ How {wift they hafte away ;

In this inflructive plafs =~~~
Behold thy life's decay !

Ah ! wafte not then thy prime
In fin’s pernicious road

R-deem thy precious time,
Acquaint thylelf with Gods . -

So when thy pulfe thall ceafe .
Its throbbing tranfient play,

Thy foul to realms of peace =

Shall wing its joyful way,





