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"FEAR NOT TO GO DOWN INTO' EGYPT."-GEN. xlvi. 3.
A WATCH-WORD for the new year, bel9ved readers! Will it answer
?
Undoubtedly, if the Lord the Spiriteondescen.ds to apply it.
Let the timid ones observe, for their encouragerp.ent, that the language
presupposes the existence of fear. And, though yve have no wish-God
forbid !:..-to nurture the doubts, an~ fear~,· and disquietu~e of God's dear
children, yet we unhesitatingly say, th,at none are so femjul as those who
are delivel'ed from all absolute grounfl of, fear. The Lord will have it so,
that thus self-confidence may be sub,dued, a fleshly presumption suppressed, and Himself become and.continue, the ceaseless resort of the soul.
Hence it is a mercy to have ,fe.ars, in ,t~e. sense ,in whi~h we speak, that
the Lord may be looked to, confi9-ed,in, and his preciou.s "t~ar, nots " be
relished and welcomed .to th~~?,ul a.s spoken with' sQftness, sweetness,
and power, by his own well-~nown fear-assuaging voice. '
The fears of the Lord's dear people,are'lvery eas}ly. to be accounted for.
Their knowledge of themselves-their knowlerlge of the warfare in which
they are engaged-their knowledge of the number and might of their
enemies, all are suggestive of fear; still, by these very fears the Lord
works. These are the means which the Lord employs for carrying on his
operations in the soul, and by which he humbles the heart, and in the
sequel magnifies his grace, and exalts his own great name! Both the
Scriptures, and the experience of the Church in every successive age,
establish the fact.
What would Jacob have known of Jehovah's remarkable deliverance~,
in the special and peculiar way in which they were vouchsafed, but for
fear? If, for example, when tidings reached him of his brother Esau's
coming out against him with four hundred men, he had gone on to meet
meet him boldly, in a spirit of carnal confidence and self.sufficiency?
As God had a' purpose to fulfil, and an end to accomplish by his servant,
doubtless he would-yea, must-have delivered him, but it would have
been in' a vain-glorious way indeed, as far as Jacob was concerned; his
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escape would have been, as it were, with the skin of his teeth; somewhat like that of Jehoshaphat in after-day, when, having joined affinity
with the wicked Ahab, he well nigh lost his life for his presumption,
being obliged to cry to the enemy for quarter (see 1 Kings xxii.) How
much more satisfactory, and how much mOre hlessed, to wrestle with the
Lord rather than to fight with man; the which Jacob did; and fear,
ordered by the Lord, was the propelling cause. Jacob had fought and
won the battle, ere yet he entered upon the field, or met the enemy.
And many, yea, very many, of the Lord's Jacobs do the same. The
result of the conflict is never left at a peradventure; the conquest hangs
not in doubt; victory is as sure as God can make it. Why? Because,
under his own divine constrainings, faith has sought and claimed his aid;
and though a host of devils should rally all the forces of earth and hell
against him, it would be but as so many infants thmwing gravel-stones
at the sun.
" The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way,"

We repeat, that the Lord's battles-for in truth they are the Lord's
battles; all who commit their cause to the Lord make it manifest thereby
that it is the Lord's cause; and thenceforth they are justified in the selfappropriation of that precious word, " Thou ~ast no need to fight in
this battle; the battle is not YOU1'S, but the Lord's "-the Lord's battles are
often fought and won before the war-note has been sounded, except in
the ear of Faith. Hence, when the trumpet calls to arms, the Lord's
striplings are invested with gigantic strength and courage, wbils heir
enemies are paralyzed. David had no more dread of consequences, nor
doubt of r-esults, when he ran forth to meet Goliath, of Gath, than "When he
stood and brandished his sword over his dead carcase' and, mark the ground
of his confidence, dear reader: " The Lord that delivered me out of the
paw of the lion and out of the paw of the bear, HE will deliver me out
of the hand of this Philistine." '*
"Thou comest to me with a
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; but I come to thee in the
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, WHO:.:! THOU
HAS:!: DEFIED.
This day will the Lord deliver thee [margin, shut thee
up] into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from
thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day
unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the
earth may know that the1'e is a God in Ismel. And all this assembly sha-ll
know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear, for the battle is the
Lord's, and he will give you into our hands." How bles ed, thi .
Making common cause with the Lord! Placing the re ponsibility "Where
indeed it alone ought to be placed, prior and introductory to giTIng the
glory to where alone the glory is due.
Oh, reader, be it yours and ours to follow this sweet and precious
example. Rely on it, if jealousy for God and his truth has exposed
you to certain flesh-mortifying trials-slander, reproach, or what notGod-whose cause it is-will, in due time, and in his own peculiar, but
ever most blessed and much-to-be-admired way, take up the matter. It
... must be so. He never has suffered, nor will He ever suffer, a child of
his, that has been influenced by a holy concern for his glory, and the
welfare uf his dear Church and people, permanentJy to be injured by
that concern, jealousy, or advocacy. The mercy, under such circum-
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stances, is to abide in a waiting posture for THE tORD'S time alid TH El
LORD'S method of avenging Himself, his people, and his cause.
If
under a right influence in the midst of such circumstances, trying as the
position may be to flesh and blood, we shall say, as the prophet Micah
said, " I will LOOK unto the Lord,. I will WAIT for the God of my -salvation,. my God [blessed claim, and that, too, perhaps, under a world of
reproachJ will hear me [blessed confidence, when perhaps there was not
the least human probability of the fact]. Rejoice not against me, 0 mine
enemy: when I fall, I shall arise j when I sit in darkness, the Lord
shall be a light unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord [a remarkable expression, the indignation of the Lord-namely, that enmity,
opposition, bitter reproach, which He has suffered certain characters to '
manifest, and which He has overruled and ordered for special ends and
purposes. I wilL bear sucb, says the prophetJ, because I have sinned
against him [and who has not sinned, and that most grossly, against the
Lord ?J, until HE plead my cause [and, oh, what a pleading that will
be: "thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee," says MosesJ, and'
execute judgment for me: HE will bring me forth to the light [oh, how
blessed! the Lord will do it j is it not worth enduring the bitterest re··
proach and privation in 'order to b6·hold such a marvellous salvation ?J,
and I shall behold his righteousness [yea, and that very righteousness
imputed to me, counted as mine, by virtue of my union to and interest
in HimJ. Then mine enemy [we purposely omit the italics J shall see,
and shame shall cover her which said unto me, 'Where is the Lord thy
God? mine eyes doth behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the
mire in the streets."
'
We repeat, that the delight and satisfaction of beholding such a sal.
vation as this, even in its temporal and time-state operations, is enough
to cause one to welcome reproach j and, personally, we can say, that,
when we are under. the sweet influence of grace, we would not turn a
straw to rectify, explain, or make straight, that which the Lord intends
should be crooked. It were presumption so to do; it were U zza-like
(1 Chron. xiii. 9, 10) to interfere with the Lord's prerogative, for He it is
who says, "I will make darkness light before thee, crooked things
straight, and rough places plain."
Beloved, with such dear facts as these before us, we may well say to
you, in the contemplation of another year, with all its numberless vicissitudes, "Fear not to go down into Egypt."
But we must return to good old Jacob. According to sense and reason,
lIe had a dreadful day before him. Esau, his bitterest enemy, owing him
an old and deadly grudge, was on the road, post-haste, to meet him, and
that with four hundred men! What chance was there for poor Jacob,
with two almost helpless wives and a host of little children? So says
reason. What was he to do under such distressing circumstances? What
could he do? "Oh, that I had never left Laban j that I had been
content to have remained where I was. It is true, I had my vexations
and annoyances, but what were they to this? I had a great many advantages as a set-off. And perhaps, after all, what I thought was an
intimation from the l.ord that I was 'to return unto the land of'my
fathers, and to my kindred,' was all a delusion-just a mere notion or
fancy of mine. I thought it was so because I wished to do so. I became
weary of Laban and his service, and therefore sought a change." So
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says carnal reason. What says faith? "Jacob, you are here at God's
command. The same God who appeared unto thee and for thee at Bethel,
appeared to thee agai~. Thou knewest his voice-understood his language-and felt the same sweet, soft, self-subduing, and love-drawing
influences and effects. Moreover, He reminded' thee that He was the
God of Bethel, and gave thee the precious intimation that thine was an acceptable service there. Arise, therefore, plead his promises; remind Him
of his word, for He said, 'Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy
kindred j and I will be with thee.' There, !acob, take that promise, and
plead it before thy God and Father. Think not about Esau, nor his
birthright, nor his threats, nor his four hundred men j neither contrast
thy crippled condition with his j but just think of the might, and majesty,
and truthfulness of thy God. Who is He? what is He? and what hath
He done to thee and f9r thee? From the day that thou didst leave thy
father's house even 'until now, what has l;>een the course the Lord has
pursued, and what the daily, hourly mercies with which He has familiarized
thee? Has He, in a single instance, forgotten his covenant, or neglected
to ' give thee bread to eat, and raiIJ!ent to put on,' or even to cause thee,
according to thy ancient wish, to come thus fa, towards' thy father's
house in peace?' Up, therefore, plead his word."
Do you know the secret, reader,. by happy and h~artfelt experience?
Have you been in difficulties and dangers? Have 'you anticipated the
morrow with unutterable dread-the meeting of this enemy or that with
anguish scarcely to be conceived? And with a heart crushed beneath
the weight of care, have you gone to perhaps your long-neglected, but
nevertheless your well-tried and ever-faithful Friend-a God in Chri t and poured your sorrows into his bosom? Plea after plea ha been urged
-argument after argument brought forward-promise after promise has
been seized with an avidity which only Faith (the faith of God's elec )
can lay claim to-" the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and
the violent take it by force:' "And thou saidst, I will surely do thee
good." Ah! but, Jacob, thou hast heen such a wanderer, so forgetful, 0
ungrateful, so--. "And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." Thou
art not deceived, Lord, nor disappointed. All that I am thou foresawest
I should be. Thou knew est I should be a: transgressor from the womb;
that" few and evil would the days of the life of thy servant be;" and
yet in full view of all that I was and all that I should be, " thou said ,
I will surely do thee good." Lord, think upon thy word, and do as thou
hast said. Thou art the God of- my father Abraham, the God of my
father lsaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, "Return unto thy country
and to thy kindred, and I will deal with thee." Here is thy counsel and
thy covenant. Now I acknowledge before thee, that" I am net worthy
of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which thou hast showed
unto thy servant j for with my staff I passed over tbis Jordan, and now
I am become two bands." I do bless thy precious name for all thy mercy,
grace, and faithfulness towards me. I stand amazed in the contemplation
of the sam~. Thou hast infinitely exceeded all my hopes and expectations. Goodness and mercy have indeed foJlowed me all the days of my
life. But now here I am, Lord, in fresh trouble. An unseen calamity
has hefallen me; yea, the thing I so greatly feared is come upon me.
Here is my brother Esau coming out against me with four hundred men.
,?ow can I stand against him, Lord? .What prospect is there of my pre-
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vailing against.him; or, if I did, of what advantage would it be? . God
forbid that I should lift a hand against a brother. The Lord keep back
his servant from the shedding of blood. Oh! do thou, Lord, who never
art at a loss in any extremity or trial, do thou" deliver me, I pray thee,
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau [enter into particulars, reader-state the simple facts], for I fear him, lest he 'Will come
and smite me, and the mother with the·children." How simple, yet how
fervent, the pleadings of the dear old patriarch. This is a little of the
good old-fashioned religion, the which ·is so despised in the present day.
We hear very much about prayers, but very little of pleadings-that dear
child-like intercourse which the sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almighty have with Him, as their Father in Christ Jesus. Who should
take an interest in a child if a Father did not ?a:nd to whom should a
child go with all its ailments, and anxieties, and fears; but to its Father·?
Here is the ground upon which a co enant God and Father meets with
his dear children. Communion does not commence in' heaven j it is only
to be consummated there. The intimacy is formed here. The. wilderness
is to be the place whereon the Lord will show his hand and handywork.
It is on earth he has done, does, and will do, that which shall ensure him
a revenue of praise in heaven. Time is to introduce all the bliss and
blessing of eternity, And if so, dear readers, is it not our privilege to be
on the look-out for fresh manifestations of his love, renewed displays of
his wisdom, and abounding and super-abounding evidence of his marvellous condescension, lively interest, and covenant faithfulness?
" Deliver me, I pray thee, • lil '* * for thou saidst, I will surely
do thee good."
Observe, beloved reader, that there seems to have been no immediate
reply. Be not you, therefore, discouraged about delays. God had been,
in Jacob's case, lending a listening ear, without as yet vouchsafing a
helping hand. The time had not come for the latter. The morrow was
to be the meeting-day j the morrow, therefore, shall memorialize the
mercy. Do not expect the morrow's mercies, beloved, till the morrow
comes to need them. Thy God and Father knows the day, the date, the
danger, as well as though Jacob had opened his case-unburdened his
heart. And wc much question whether the climax, of the trial had not
passed when Jacob had had grace given him to present that last all-power~
fnl motive, the Lord's own covenant word. \Vhen the soul is brought
here, under the blessed operations of the Holy Ghost, Faith, as it were,
fixes the promise upon the Lord, and the Lord to the promise. And the
relief is inexpressibly great, as well as deliverance most certain, in the
estimation of Faith. The power to cast the care, be it what it may, upon
the Lord, is a sure sign that the Lord hath taken that care upon his own
shoulder, and, having so done, all the :responsibility rests with him.
"AntI he lodged there that night." It is blessed to halt, beloved,
until the cloud moves. Do not be in haste. "Stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord." "Ah! but Esau may be far advanced on the
road, and pounce upon us-his prey-ere we are aware." So speaks'
Reason, flesh, poor human nature. What says the Scripture? and it is to
these~and not to flesh nor the devil-that Faith gives heed.
" He that
believeth shall not make haste." Satan is for hastening the battle; flesh
would know the issue speedily. Faith, on the contrary, says, "It is good
that a rn~n should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord."
•
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Here are both hope and patience-twin-graces-brought into exercise,
neither of which would be wanted but for the Lord's all-wise and allgracious delays of deliverance. The Israelites would doubtless have preferred passing over the Red Sea at once, and have been glad to have
known that they were thus beyond the reach of their enemies. God will
delay their passage till the morrow; but at the same time affords means
which will intercept them and their enemies by a cloud that shall be darkness to the one, and light to the other [here is Divine sovereignty indeed!],
" so that the one came not near the other all the night."
" And Jacob -was left alone." The hardest battles are fought in secret.
Reader, do you know anything of closet-warfare? counting-housewarfare? study-warfare? Does the dead of night-the hour when deep
sleep falleth upon man-ever bear witness to your wrestlings with the
Angel of the everlasting covenant? When every eye is closed but God's
-every ear deafened in sleep but His who never slumbers nor- sleepsare strong crying and tears offered up? Is the morrow's sun, with all
that it may bear witness to, a dreaded object ?-and would you again
forget that prospective anguish in sleep, restless, and agitated, and broken
as it may be? Does day-dawn bring with it the importunate cry, " Appear
for thy servant this day. Make known afresh thy salvation. Thou, in
whose hands are all hearts, and whose are the gold, and the silver, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills, work mightily this day; and let its close
bear testimony to thy faithfulness, thy love, thy power? "
" And there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day."
It is blessed to behold by faith-yea, to be brought into immediate and
blessed contact with Immanuel, God with u ; our elder Brother, God in
our very nature, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh j
"Who knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."

" And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the
hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh "as out of joint, as
he wrestled with him." Until since commencing tills paper, we never ha,e
seemed to understand what this could mean. We believe now it was for
the same end and purpose as Paul's thorn in the flesh. Grace-giflcovenant mercies-a Father's blessing, are for the strengthening, nouri hing, encouraging of the new man, the new creatureship, not for Adam
earthy, or the old carnaln3ture. Allow us the idea, reader-every gracegift or Dew covenant blessing is driving another nail into the old Adam's
coffin. There is no more congeniality or good feeling between the first
and second Adam, or the old and new miture, in a belie,er than there is
between Christ and Belial. Well, then, might Jacob limp in the flesh,
or "halt upon his thigh," whilst made strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might, He in his new name of Israel, " as a prince had power
with God and with men, and had prevailed." Observe the order of
battle, in justification of what we just now said. He prevailed (or, as it
is rendereq in Hosea xii. 4, he had power over the angel,) with God first,
and then, as a sure and certain consequence, with men afterwards.
We mlist ,not detain the reader, even though we have not yet come to
the history more immediately connected with our new-year's motto. - The
Lord may possibly lay it upon our hearts to take up the subject again.
But we cannot close without an appeal to the believing reader.
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Beloved, with such precious facts before us-and does not the word of
God abound with them ?-what have you to dread? Why fear to go
down into Egypt? Why tremble overmuch at the threshold of another
}SCar? "He. that is our God is the God of salvation." What a dear
title !-how glorious a name! And how is both the one and the other t6
he maintained and established, but by a repetition-a constant succession
of deliverances? And observe, also, "Unto God the Lord belong the
issues from death "-the issues, that is the constant outlet or freeing from
this destruction-that danger-the" deaths oft" which we meet with by
the way. And if .the wisdom, and the skill, and the power, and the faithfulness, and the love, and the mercy of our best Friend are thus so
uniformly and ceaselessly vouchsafed, why-why should we fear 1852,
with all its enemies, and difficulties, and dangers, any more than any yeur
that has preceded it?
" His love in times past forbids us to think,
He'll leave us at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer we have in review,
Confirms his good pleasure to help us quite through."
THE EDiTOR.

Bonmahon, heland,
Sabbath Evening, Dec. 14, 1851.

THE MERCY-SEAT.

My soul, the blessedness record,
When saints together meet,
To sing and pray with one accord,
Around the mercy-seat.
What tongue can tell the victories won,
What lips the acts repeat;
Which souls have seen, which God hath
done,
From off the mercy-seat?
Here clouds and darkness, sin and thrall,
And foes an d fears retreat j
•
Here bonds are broken, burdens fall,
While at the mercy-seat.
'Tis here the Hame of holy love
Ascends with glowing heat;
They know the fellowship above,
That prize the mercy-seat.
Here the good Shepherd gi~es His flock
The fluest of the wheat,
Here saints suck honey from the rock,
Hard by the mercy-seat.

Here light and gladness, joy and peace,
Flow down through channels sweet;
Here faith, and hope, and strength
increase,
All at the mercy-seat.
Here hath the weary pilgrim come,
Cast down at J esu's feet,
And found refreshing sights of home,
From o'er the mercy-seat.
Here is a refuge and repose,
When storms and billows beat:
Bring hither, saints, your heaviest woes,
Straight to the mercy-seat.
My soul, :for ever there repair,
Be this thy daily meat;
O! may my life be spent in pray~r,
Before the mercy-seat.
.
Lord, send thy Spirit ev'ry hour,
To fill us, we entreat;
.
Give wrestling and prevailing power,
When at tbe mercy-seat.

J. J.
Birmingham.
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A SALUTATION
To the one Church, which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus
Christ, whose faith standeth not in the wisdom of man but in the power
of God, on the entering upon the new era of time, called by men the
year 1852, in their calculations, but the same eternal NOW with our
GOD, wbo is the same yesterday ( the womb of eternity), to-day (tbe
isthmus of time), and for ever (those ages to come), grace, mercy, and
peace be multiplied, that ye, being filled with the Holy Ghost, may be
moved by none of those things which lay strewed in your way through
tbese lowlands, but, leaning upon your Beloved, may run with patience
the race, and with joy finish your course, whether the emblazonecl
inscription, "Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount," be carried
into effect this or any succeeding year.
of the maxims of the world (which in many instances convey much
truthfulness) maintains the principle, " the king never dies;" the safety
. of states might be considered as involved in this, yet the true, legitimate
view can only hold good in relation to the Church of the Lord Jesus,
who, being the life of his people, their life as derived from him can
never be extinct with them j the revolving periods of time can cause no
change, like the birds of passage, whose season of migration is taught
them by an instinct given tbem by their Creator; so they, by a didne
impulse, are led to know that the world's uncertainties are not tbe placef
of their rest, some better things being provided, and a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens, held by reversion for them.
Not a few of those diurnal courses of the sun's travelling the circuit 0
the heavens have gone over our heads, with its time-accompaniments,
since ·we first assayed to meet you as fellow-heirs .of the same grace, and
fellow-pilgrims to the same home, within the privileged inclosure of the
almost solitary relic of our fathers of the last century, who, in addition
to the family volume, left for us as a household legacy the " GOSPEL
MAGAZINE," which still, as a beacon upon the hill, is held out unto u ,
that we might tread in their footsteps and follow their faith' the end of
their conversation as testified by their speaking epistles, as so many living
tombs, was" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
Called as we have been to the successive withdrawing of those" excellent of the earth," by whosp. side we were so highly favoured to stand in
the days of our " first love," and while the autumnal foliage of the once
youthful" Stripling," speaks aloud the increase of years he has numbered, with the near approximation to the house appointed for all living,
we cannot refrain from the oft-repeated task of plea ure, and we trustprofit, of at this truly interesting season of the year, in coming forth
with our common salutation to th{'! children of the King, and the children
of the queen; and, by way of remembrance, call to mind the mercies of
the pa~t year, as an encouragement to hope and have confidence in what.
ever, by eternal decree and covenant arrangement, shall go with and pass
from us in that of 1852, which is now opening before us, all of which therein,
as in former ones, will be by lot of appointment, and not py the shiftless
compass of casualities.
Nor would we fPTpet, in this ~ur salutation, the high ground of ou~.
ONE
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privilege so to do, we being all one man's sons, and having one common
Father, standing in the near relationship of sons and daughters of the
Lord God Almighty, who hath chosen us that we should be a special
people unto himself, dwelling alone in the midst of many, yet reckoned
with none, the Lord's jewels in the midst of earth's alloy, sought out
and not forsaken.
Like the great apostle to the Gentiles, our journeying through the
flitted months of the past year has been, like him, in perilous times, and
under perilous circumstances, of a sufficient nature to make us bold,
were boldness needful; and to show we are not behind the chiefest of
those who, as men of wisdom, exalteth themselves, and make a merit of
their infirmities; but the rather, " If we must glory, it shall be of the
things concerning our infirmities." And the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed for evermore, knoweth that we lie not.
The exercises and conflicts of every day have been met with a sufficiency
of grace, and the apparent weakness no less sustained with a perfection
of strength; making manifest that, under all the trials of faith, the
power of God did rest upon us, while the refiner's fire purged away the
tin and dross. Hence. in remembering the way we have been led in this
great and terrible wilderness, we congratulate you in this our yearly
" Salutation," that with every temptation there has been a way of escape,
every trial its needs be,and the whole retinue of the Adam patrimony,
because it seemed good in his sight, who, in trying the righteous, considereth their frame, remembering they are but dust.
Standing upon the verge of the uncircumscribed expanse of the vast
continent before us, as expressed in the comprehensive word, "eternity,"
however unhidden or unknown the events of this or any otber year might
be to us, can be of little importance, seeing we are as those who are
waiting for the Bridegroom, the Lord from heaven. Already we sit in
heavenly places, and have our conversation there; and as strangers and
pilgrims are exhorted to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul; and, forgetting the things which are behind, we press towards the
mark of t.he prize of our high calling which we have of God in Christ
Jesus. Let this suffice as a 1'equiem to the year now closed, while we
" salute" upon the opening of the new one, ,. That ye are of God in
Christ Jesus, who of him is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; that, as it is written. he that glories let him
glory in the Lord."
Nothing can tend more to the exaltation of the Lord's Christ, and the
comfort and happiness of our own souls, than a firm and implicit belief
in the record God hath given us of his Son, as made manifest in his being
Head of the Church, and the Saviour of the body j who. from being set
up from everlasting, in his wisdom character, hath not ceased to cry at
the gates at the entry of the city, calling unto men, and lifting up his
voice unto the sons of men, having the whole treasures of wisdom and
knowledge, dwelling with the fulness of the Godhead bodily in him, he
becomes the one reservoir to supply all the need of those who have no
other helper, large as the pressing demands of his people might have
been in the years already numbered. The continual flow of grace in him
admit~ of no diminution, or aJJows of any anxiety as to our future
supplies, to those who, by their continual coming, are receiving out of
his fulness,· and grl\-ce for gra<;e.
.
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The constant agitation of the world, and the passing away of the things
therein, are of no moment to those who are 110t of it. Though they
might be travellers amidst its intricate paths, and be somewhat bewildered
in its unknown ways, their land is a land of promise, and lays far, very
far, beyond such a pestilential atmosphere, whose waters, like those of the
Dead Sea, destroy the life of all those who are engulphed therein. With
indescribable pleasure we count the yearly bead-roll of the gone-by
periods, and wait with. breathless anxiety, but with a pleasing anticipation, that shortly the last remaining one shall pass before us, vibrating
the solemn curfew knell, "Time shall be no longer." How sad the
mistake 'of those men who, from lack of wisdom, measure their happiness
more from the crowded variety of changing things by which they are surrounded, than from the oath of him who hath once sworn by his holiness,
" he will not lie unto David ;" and as such there can be no wonder to
find them as the man who journeyed from Jerusalem to Jericho, constantly amongst thieves, lamenting their own leanness, and bemoaning
the perfidy of the treacherous dealers.
Brethren, beloved, think not we are strangers to the fiery trials through
which you have been called to pass during the year now run out, or that
we are ignorant of those devices which Satan uses to deceive and distress
like yourselves; we have found our own household our chief enemies,
the anger of our mothers' children more cruel than the ostrich of the
desert; things laid to our charge which we knew not; and, with the same
spirit in exercise, which with wicked hands crucified the Lord of glory,
have their shoutings gone forth, " Away with such a fellow, for he is not
fit to live upon the earth." Had these been the criterions by which our
hopes for heaven had been built, we had, ere this, choosed " strangling
rather than our life," and the foundation of our house would have appeared in the sand. These, with an evil heart of unbelief, a nature vile
as hell, and a Reubenite mind, have not been with us as angel-visits are
said to be, "few and far between;" but not a day of the three hundred
and sixty-fi,,-e which made the year 1851 complete, in which the wretched
man, sighing for deliverance, was not as a stranger, but rather as an
householder with us; yet, having obtained help, we continue, and no
man shall stop us of this boasting, that " it is better to trust in the Lord
than to put any confidence in princes." Some there are who trust in
their own strength, as horses, and vainly think their own "oodness are as
chariots of iron, but we will alone trust in the name of the Lord.
Dwelling in bodies of clay, we cannot fully unite our joy with those
who, being in Christ before us, have taken the lead of us in escaping
from the lions' den, and the mountains of the leopards, we congratulate
them upon taking possession of their mansions, where they are freed from
Demetrius, the silversmith, and men of like occupation, gathering together to annoy them (Acts xix. 24,25), nor Alexander, the coppersmith,
do them harm (2 Tim. iv. 14), nor shall the brilliant sparks from the
anvil of the hlacksmith, who bloweth the coals in the fire (Isa. liv. 16),
create the least alarm. Though we covet earnestly that best gift of
" being for ever with the Lord," envy shall find no covert in our breast
at the' seeming vantage-ground, for ye without us cannot be made
perfect.
Accept, then, our accustomed "Salutation" to you as those who are
passing through the sea with affiictioll---those unto wliose soul the iron
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entereth-those who are in the furnace to be purified and made whitethose who, after being brought through fire and through water, shall dwell
in a wealthy land-those _whose names are written in heaven, having
below no continuing city, yet in full receipt of 11 kingdom which cannot
be moved. By faith sojourning in a strange land, dwelling in tabernacles, with all the Isaac-seed as heirs of the same promise, which behold
the land very far off, be not slothful, but followers of them who now inherit
the promises.
.
We " salute" you, upon the dawn of the untrodden year 1852, not to
awaken in you an unwarrantable anxiety or concern as to what, in jts
opening folds, might be brought forth to view. They are things to occupy your thoughts no more than it did Israel's how they should cross the
Red Sea ere they had reached its shore. The present danger gives energy
to the imperative word, "Stand still, and see the salvation of God." At
the expiration of the four hundred-and-thirty years of Israel's bondage,
the self-same night orders of marching were given; and what to many
might have appeared hurry and confu~ion, was order and regulation, so
that "not a hoof was left behind." And when the seventy years of
Babylon were accomplished, the Lord paid the captives a visit, and performed his good word concerning them. Each day must have the things
appointed unto it, and each day will show the end thereof; for those who
rejoice and work righteousness shall- be met-those who are wise to
remember God in his ways j for though we have sinned, there is a continuance with him, and ye shall be saved.
We salute you as those who are strong in grace, giving glory to God,
not counting the Lord slack as concerning his promise as some men
count slackness, but that he is long-suffering to usward ~n our looking for
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, which preserves us from
being moved by either fears within, or fightings without. "The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that
are his."
We further salute you as being known of the Lord, which hath called
into existence your knowledge of him, and "are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God bath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit, and belief of the truth;" nor can ye, as unstable children, be tossed
to and fro by the contending elements of a floating world, whose fixation
has never yet been discovered j thus temptation produceth joy, tribula- .
tion glory, and an object not seen, yet believed in, bringeth the end of
faith, even the salvation of the soul.
Again, we salute you as the" sons of God," in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, amongst whom ye shine as lights in the world,
called to the fellowshi·p with his Son Jesus Christ, and predestinated to
eternal glory with him. What, then, have 'ye to do with the trifles of the
world 'I Or what can the world's great concerns have to do with you?
They have no statute of limitation to bar you from entering upon your
inheritance; nor can they lodge a detainer against you. As cast-outs l but
not cast-offs, ye for a time shall find a covert in 1I'10ab; but the mighty
breaker is come up before you, and has unsettled you, causing you to go
through the gate and out of the same, and as your King has passed before
you, and the Lord at the head of you.
. Finally, we "salute" you as those whose eye is not djm~nor strength
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abated, in viewing from Pisgah's top the goodly land which is yOUl'S for
possession, and into which Joshua, your captain, shall shortly bring you.
The Canaanite might still inhabit the mountains, and you feel unable to
drive-them out. Be courageous, and put them to tribute a little longer.
The word is gone forth, and must be fulfilled, "There shall be no more
the Canaanite in the house of the Lord for ever." Ye are come, some of
you, and it might be your brother stands in the same company, to the dividing waters, over. which so many are already gone, and whose voices
echo back, "The way is safe, solid bo'ttom; death is swallowed up in
victory; tears all dried, fears all subdued, harps and crowns, with palms
in possession, without the darkness of night, and the assurance we shall
go no more out." Gird up your loins, my brethren; be sober, and hope
to the enu for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. ,
Accept, then, the largest of affectionate breathings in the bowelE of him
who is our merciful High Priest, from one who, for more than thirty years,
has been favoured to appear in your ranks, and is now left the almost solitary one of those who, having fulfilled their day, and served their generation, are fallen asleep; and who, from the increase of years, is desirous of
living in the constant expectation, as each new year opens, to hear the
kind intimation, "This year shalt thou die "-to which his full-fledged
soul would triumphantly respond, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation."
A STRIPLING.
Newick.
SIMILITUDES.
in religion, produced by the power of man, is the "false
fire" of these" last days;" it hath the same effect spiritually on the soul,
as strong drink hath on the body; it exhilarates the feelings, and inflames
the passions for awhile, and then leaves the mind more dejected, and the
heart more cold, weak, and lifeless than it was before. Not so the power
of the Spirit, that" true fire from heaven." That melts the heart in contrition before God; that truly quickens the soul, and puts new life in
every part; that kindles a flame of hallowed love within the breast to
Christ, and makes gospel truths and gospel ordinances, more prec'ous than
they were before.
The Lord's people, in their wilderness-state, are like ships at ea making
for the same port, oft far away from each other, to sed about with winds
and waves; but when they arrive in glory, they will appear a ,essels in
harbour, all closely and safely moored abreast of each other.
Names and denominations among the elect, are nothing more than - so
many different clothes in which the children of one family are arrayed;
the life, love, and laws are the same at heart. Oh, then how foolish and
unprofitable to contend about the form; but how wise and beneficial it is,
to strive for the power.
What the casket is to the jewel, the body is to the redeemed soul.
And the conduct of the Lord with that 'soul at death, may be likened to
a king on the day of banquet, who takes the precious gem out of the case,
puts it into his own bosom, and wears it at 9Ourt,
l3irmingham.
J, J.
EXCITEMENT
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THE IMPERISHABLE MAN.
. IT has been, and still is, a marvellous mystery to me, that I, who feel and
know myst)lf a vile sinner, yea, of myself and in myself nothing but sin,
misery, and death-that God should love me, manifest himself to me, and
keep my soul alive in "the body of this death;" in this vile body, my
flesh, "in which dwelleth no good thing," but rather all bad things.
Yea, when sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil, together with afflictions,
temptations, outward foes, and inward corruptions, press me down, so
that the life and breath of my soul seem goiag from me, there is something in me, in my spirit, that cannot be either quenched or drowned.
Lord-good Lord-what can it be? Lion-lusts and passions within, and
creatures like lions without, have come upon me, and rent anu torn my
soul in a most grievous and horrible manner. Yet there is something
that still lives in me in the very centre of my soul indestructible. Lord,
what can it be but thy holy and blessed self-thy Spirit and grace-yea,
" Christ in me the hope of glory?" Fire consumes all things but itself.
I have been, as it were, consumed, and reduced to nothing but dust and
ashes; and yet the fire remains the same. Thy holy nature and thy
love remain the same, unconsumable, and my soul remains in this
fire unconsumed. Christ took upon himself our flesh, and our sins
being on him, ·and in his own body in which he bore' our sins, as
the sin-offering, being "made sin for us." And in " this whole burntoffering" our sins were consumed when he gave up the ghost in the fire
of justice; and then, as spoken by the prophet, "The consumption
decreed overflowed with righteousness." And as sin abounded in the
body and death of Christ unto death, so in resurrection, and through the
gift of the Spirit grace did much more abound, through righteousness
unto eternal life by Christ Jesus our Lord. And though this vile body
must die arid turn to corruption, my soul being quickened by the Spirit
and raised up in the Spirit, into the life, love, and righteousness of Christ
-1 in him, and he in me-is the reason that 1 am not consumed.
Justice has had its due and full demand in the person and death of
Christ; and it has had all its due and demands of us, as part and parcel
of Christ, as members of his body, his flesh, and his bones. And as the
law can only demand and take a man's life once, he died for our sins; he
cannot die twice. You- cannot kill a man twice; so we, in him, are considered dead. "Ye are dead;" and who can kill a dead man? "If we
be dead with Christ, we shall live with him." Thus the same Spirit that
raised up Christ from the dead raised up our souls into Christ by faith
and love, and a lively hope of his resurrection from the dead. VI'e are
dead in vile self as related to Adam the first, and" through the law, dead
unto the law, that we might live unto God." Yea, live in God, and. God
in us, dwelling in love and in God inconsumable.
"God is a consuming fire;" but he never will be consumed himself.
Christ is God's given mercy to us, who became a sacrifice for our sins" the whole burnt-offering" in which our sins were consumed. Therefore
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it is of the Lord's mercies in Christ that we are not consumed; because
the Lord, by the Spirit, hath quickened us, and raised our souls up into
Christ by faith and love, and into himself, to dwell in love and dwell in
God himself, who can never be consumed nor perish, but lives seIf-existently for ever, and we in him " perfect in one." Then it is of the Lord's
mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions (in Christ)
faileth not.
It is certain that all the old creation is corrupted by sin, and is all
perishable; yea, the" heavens (the created heavens, sun, moon, and stars,)
and earth shall pass away with a great noise." But the word of God
remaineth for ever; and Christ, the begill1Jing of the new creation of God,
is the essential word-" his name shall be called the word of God."
And he is the spoken word of God; God manifested in the flesh came
and spoke to us, whose words are all sure and certain, and not One of them
shall fail; therefore true faith fastens upon the word of God in love, and
lives upon it upon every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
For there is nothing in us, as corrupt, fallen, filthy sinners, nor in all the
corrupt old creation, for the renewed soul to live upon; no, nor in all our
best performances, doings, or righteousness. There is enough sin in all
our best doings to condemn us in the sight of God; yea, to damn us for
ever, if God look upon us as ill the old creation mass; but as he looks
upon us in the new creation in Christ Jesus, " in the face of his anointed,"
there is nothing found for law ar justice to fasten upon to curse or condemn us. " There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them who are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. For
God sent his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned
sin in the flesh." Therefore that which is condemned in the body and
death of Christ cannot condemn us; for a condemned man, condemned to
death in any court of law, cannot be received as a witness against any
other man. For the righteousness of the law is fulfilled by Christ, and by
the Spirit's work in us, the righteousness of the law is fulfilled (not by us
outwardly), but in us, " who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit."
Men may learn to preach high doctrines and a correct system, but know
nothing of heart and soul work within. The kingdom of heaven is within
us, and that which God the Holy Ghost worketh in us will he worked out
of us; and that preaching will be the warm breath of the Spirit in the
word preached. Nothing less than the breath of the Almighty breathed
into the hearts and souls of those who receive it as the "ord of God in
power, faith, and love. And wherever the Holy Gho t has wrought the
smallest degree of faith in hearers, the living word sent by the warm and
comforting Spirit of Life will be received, and" is revealed from faith to
faith;" from the faith in the living spiritual preacber to fai h in the
quickened living hearers, even" the word of faith which "e preach."
Balaam, 'Sanl, and Judas, doubtless could preach high, sublime, and
bright doctrines, and a system of truth; but it was only what they knew
naturally. Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light, and bis
ministers as "the ministers of righteousness." Yes, I say, such may
preach high, clear, and bright doctrines, but it is only a natural knowledge of divine things. It may be clear as a sUll-shiny, frosty morning,
and just as cold. There is not the warm breath of the Spirit of life and
love within; therefore no warm comforting breath or holy anointing is
received in the souls of the hearers. It is cold, clear head-work, and not
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warm heart-work. * There is light in the head, without Divine warmth in
the heart. And even spiritual people may be pleased and deceived for a
time, but after a time they will feel wanting, cold, and hungry. It is but
a false religious dream. They only dream that they eat and drink, but
they awake and are hungry. I have been in such dreams in this town,
under preachers, but awaked cold, hungry, and thirsty. So that the new
creation man, or" the new creature in Christ Jesus," has a Divine life
in him, that must be fed with holy, heavenly things, warm from heaven,
and warm from a sanctified Hew heart in the preacher. And that Divine
and holy life of God in the soul cannot perish or be consumed in this cold
frost, nor be consumed in the fire of Divine justice, because it is a life
hidden with Christ in God. Yea, God is in the soul, and the soul in
God; and how can it be consumed?
A soul born of God, the new creature, must have something warm and
comforting from heaven; yea, "old mould bread," such as the Gibeites
brought, will not do; old, cut and dried, hard, studied sermons, or words
borrowed everyone from his neighbour. No, it must be warm bread
from heaven, such as the hot shew--bread set on the golden table every
morning. Christ, the true bread from heaven, brought by the warming,
comforting Spirit, the holy Comforter, into the heart warm from heaven,
eaten and digested in the soul, that the new creature may grow, and
thrive, and increase in health and strength with the increase of God, arid
be so incorporated in the living Church (which are Christ's own flesh,
body, and bones), and feel themselves one with Christ in God, "perfect
in one," presenting every man perfect in Christ, perfect in love: "To
live here is Christ, and to die is gain." And though this old corrupt
Adam man, the old creature man, must be consumed by worms in the
ground, the new creation rr:an in Christ never perishes, and shall, at the
resurrection of the just, receive a glorious body like unto Christ's glorious
body, and so be ever with the Lord.
All things of the old creation are corruptihle and perishable. Yea, all
things out of God and out of Christ are corruptihle and perishable. And
some men will say and preach that even the bodies and souls of the
wicked are mortal, and perishable, and shall be consumed for ever, saying
that" for ever" and" for everlasting" in the Scriptures means only for a
dispensation. But I dare not receive or believe this doctrine at present;
because if we give up one everlasting, we must give up the other everlasting also. If we give up and deny the everlasting punishment of the
wicked, we must also give up the everlasting life and glory of the
righteous; and this would be a distressing and tremendous thought. If
everlasting punishment is done away with, on the same ground everlasting joy and life must be done away with. But the Scripture saith,
"These (the wicked) shall go away into everlasting- punishment, but the
righteous into life eternaL" Everlasting life in Christ cannot be destroyed, perish, ,nor consume away; and our life, being hid with Christ
in God, God is indestructible, imperishable, and unconsumable; and the
saints in him are the same. "I give unto my sheep everlasting life, and
they shall never perish." Amen.
Leiceste'l', Nov. 5, 1851.
VVILLIA~r GARRARD.

* Reader, do you know practically the all-important distinction '1 The disciples in
Christ's day said, "Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the
way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?" ,/\.nd as it was then so is it now
when and where the unction, dew, and power of die Spirit attends the word.-ED. '
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A REQUEST.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,

A WEAK and sickly one of Christ's fold, with an ever-ailing body (determination of blood to the head, and highly nervous temperament), depressed mind, and exercised spirit, oftimes bowed down with the spirifual
conflict and bondage through the fear of death, has (in a very providential
way) had lately your Magazine put into her hand; and having received
encouragement and consolation from your address to the reader (p. 511,
Neh. vi. 16), also balm to a stricken soul, from your remarks on Miss
Way's depression, she entreats you to take, for a coming text, 2 Sam.
xxiii. 5, particularly the last clause, " although he make it not to grow,"
as bearing upon the Christian experience of one generally prostrate in
soul and body, who feels herself a st2tnted sh1'ub in the Lord's garden,
straightened and fettered at the mercy-seat; yet, glory to the Lord's
precious name, waiting (like the poor man at the pool) for songs of
deliverance, and to be visited, though in the eleventh hour, with the
JOYS of His salvation.
" God setteth the solitary in families." I have been longing to be
brought into his family-longed to be able to say, " I dwell among mine
own people;" but the thought and the desire has been grovelling and
earthly; for my heavenly Father gives me to see and feel, while reading
the" GOSPEL MAGAZINE," that he brings me into a sweet intercourse
with his favoured children-communion with kindred spirits-interest for
individual characters-and love, for Christ's ake, to tho e I hall ne,er
see or know in the flesh.
In the absence of Christian relatives, friend, and free-grace ministrations, my heavenly Father has graciousl_y sustained his solitary one
by precious portions and messages, "duly labelled and in due season,"
through the weekly sermons of his honoured servant, Mr. Irons. With
these 1'shall henceforth gladly take the" GOSPEL MAGAZINE;" which,
with myoId closet companions, Hawker's Portions and Bible Commentary, will compose my little library.
That the Lord may command you, concerning his necessitous, fenrful,
trembling worm, and abundantly bless, and make you a blessing to all
his dear family, is-the earnest prayer of a heart that knows its own bitterness, and with whose joys (though few and far between) a stranger
intermeddleth not with.
London, Dec. 10, 1851.
[The Lord enabling, we will shortly comply with our belo,ed, tbough unknown
correspondent's request. Meanwhile we would say, that the ,ery desire to be
"brought into his family," is a precious evidence of membership. Personally we
can deeply sympathize with the nervous depression of which our correspondent
speaks; at the same time we are bOund to testify, that it is ordered and overruled to the endearing of His visits who is "the chiefe,t among ten thousand,"
yea, the" altogether lovely."
H More frequent let thy visits be,
Or let them longer last;
I can do nothing without thee;
Make haste, m~' God, make haste."
EDITOR.]
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AN ALPHABET OF CHRIST,
FOR THE USE OF BABES IN GRACE.

" I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord."REV. i. 8.
(Continued jTom page 573, Vol. XI.)
2. BUT further, Christ manifested his omnipotence by enabling others to
w01:k miracles in his name. What I have just advanced, receives no slight
"confirmation from the fact that Jesus delegated this power to others, and
en"abled them to wOl:k similar miracles-not in the Father's, but-in
his name. Thus, in the 10th chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, we find
Jesus sending forth his twelve apostles, and saying to them, " Behold, I
(not my Father) send you forth. . . • Heal the sick, clean e the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have received, freely
give" (verses 16, 18). And again, when he sent forth the seventy, we
read, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the
devils are subject unto us thTough THY name. And he said unto them, I
beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power
to tread on seTpents and sc01']Jions, and oveT all the power of the enemy ( very
like omnipotence this, beloved, 'Behold I give unto you power
ove1' all the power of the enemy'): and nothing shall by any means hU1·t you"
(Luke x. 17-19). And in giving his parting commission to his disciples, just before" he was received up into heaven, and sat down at the
right hand of God,'" he said, "And these signs shall follow them that
believe; in my name shaH they cast out devils; they shaH speak with new
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the siqk, and they shall
recover" (Mark xvi. 17, 18). And hence, we find Peter saying to the
astonished mutlitude that had just witnessed the miraculous healing of him
who" sat for alms, at the beautiful gate of the temple," "Ye men of Israel,
why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as thoW;h by
owi' ow.n powe1' or holiness we had made this man to walk? The God of
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers hath gloriAnd his name, through faith in his name,
fied his Son JEsus.
hath m.ade tl1is man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which
is by him, hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you
all" (Acts iii. 12-16). Other passages (as for instance Acts iv. 30,33)
might be referred to, but it is unnecessary to dwell longer on the point j
I hasten on therefore to notice,
3. That Jesus manifested his omnipotence while on earth, by f01:qiving
sins. That it is the unalienable prerogative of Jehovah to forgive sin is
a truth so plain and certain, that few, I apprehend, will be inclined to
dispute it, save and except the poor Romanist, who, in this matter, is
judged and c(mdemned even by the blind and unbelieving Jews of old j
who, notwithstanding all their blindness, believed and confessed that" none
can forgive sins but God only" (Luke v. 21). For, in that constellation
of his glories, recorded in Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7, how does forgiving grace
again and again appear, as if Jehovah had determined that it should be his
most peculiar characteristic, gloriously distinguishing him from the (socalled) gods of the heathen, who were and are represented" as uniformly
severe, implacable, and unmerciful.
c
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It has therefore been well said, that "The forgiveness of sins appears
to be an act of God (or an act which God only can perform) towards a
sinner, because the sin was committed against the law of God j and therefore, the punishment must be due to him, because the injury was done
unto him."* "Who," asks WiLLIAM PERKINS, "is the author of forgiveness of sin?" Answer. "God, whose blessing it is: for sin is only
committed against God, and the violation of his laws and commandments
are properly sins. And the offence done to any man or creature is no
more in itself than an offence or injury: yea, the breach of man's commandment is no sin, unless it implies withal the breach of God's commandment. Therefore, it is a prerogative belonging to God alone to pardon sin
and therefore, it is a most certain truth, that none can
forgive sins but God only: which was avouched by the Pharisees, and not
denied by Ch1·ist."t And defective indeed must be his spiritual vision
who does not see in the exercise of this divine prerogative a stupendous
exhibition of God's omnipotence. For, ",Vhat does God pardon? . Sin.
And what is sin? The mightiest evil in the universe. The only evil.
That obliterated, every woe ceases, every pestilential vapour disappears,
every sigh is hushed, every tear is dried, every orrolV is soothed, every
bosom throbs with gladness, every eye glistens with joy, and earth becomes
a paradise of beauty and order, of purity and happiness. All the suffering
and woe, the decay and death; all that pains the ear, that moistens the
eye, that sickens the heart, is traceable to sin. What is sin? It is the
greatest outrage against Jehovah; it is an attack upon his holiness, a
violation of his law, a contemning of his authority, an attempt upon his
very being. It resolves itself into a question of the right of sovereignty
-who shall govern the universe, God or man, holiness or sin? \\hat is
sin? Oh, it is that monstrous evil which the holy God could no pardon,
but at the sacrifice of his only and well-beloved Son. I ask you not,
dear reader, to look at its greatness and its blackness in the lurid glare
of hell's quenchless flames j I bid you look at it in the light of that flame
that descended on Mount Calvary and consumed God's Son. I send you
not to learn its nature and its consequences, in the sufferings and the
groans that come from the spirits that are lost-but I bid you go and
witness the agonies, and listen to the groans, of the mighty Redeemer.
Behold a suffering Saviour suspended UP~lll the cross! On him are
poured the vials of God's wrath; within him are kindled the fires of our
hell j the earth trembles, the rocks quake, the sun is darkened, the dead
arise, all, all exclaiming, ' This, this is sin! ' "

o thou hideous monster, Sin,
What a curse hast thou brought in !
All creation groans through thee,
Pregnant cause of misery.
Thou hast ruin'd wretched man
Ever since the world began;
Thou hast God afilicted tooNothing less than that would do."
And yet, this, God pardons! Oh, what a glorious exhibition of Divine
omnipotence! Truly," the power of God in pardoning, transcends his
power in creating. In calling the material universe into being, it was the
• Bishop Pearson, "Exposition of the Creed."-Art. x.
"Exposition of the Creed," in loco.
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exercise of power over matter. But in pardoning sin, it is the exercise
over infinite mind. In the one case, he did but take the simple dust,
mould its pure and passive material into the form of man, then breathed
into it the breath oflife-man became a living soul. But, that after man
had revolted from God, bartering himself and avowing allegiance to another, outraging God's holiness, trampling upon his goodness, and arousing
the ire of his justice, that then God should come forth wearing the attribute of mercy, and extending the olive branch of peace. 0 it was power,
not over the creature, but over himself. What an averting of the uplifted
arm of justice was there! What a holding back of holiness! What a
restraining of Omnipotence! What a power over himself ! Was there
ever such a glorious display of the perfection of power as the pardon of
sin presents? Never!" * We see then, beloved, how great, how divine,
how omnipotent a work is the forgiveness' of sin, and it only remains
for me to prove that Christ possessed this power while on earth.
And to do this, we have only to turn to the second chapter of St.
Mark's gospel, where we find Jesus saying to "one sick of the palsy,"
" Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were. certain of the scribes
sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak
blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately
when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves,
he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether
is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven. the6 j or
to say, Arise, take .up thy bed and walk? But that ye may know that the
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins (he saith to the sick of the
palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, an'd take up thy bed, and go thy way into
thine house" (verses 5-11). '" Who can forgive sins but God only? '
It is right, it is congruous that this power' should be invested solely in
God. Sin is a moral evil, and must be dealt with as such. It is against
God, and God only can dispose of it. In him as the Moral Governor,
must the legislative, judicial, and executive authority of the universe meet.
He has the sole 'power of pardoning. He has not lodged, he could not
lodge that power in any other hands. Were he to delegate this, what
other prerogative might he not equally relinquish? Were he to unrobe
himself of one perfection, why not of another, and, if of another, why
not of all? But apart from the impossibility of such a thing, it were too
awful, too precious a prerogative to be entrusted to other than his own
hands. He retains it within himself."t
Thus, then beloved, we have endeavoured to show you that the forgiveness of sin is the work of God, that it is a work which requires nothing
less thfi.n omnipotence to effect, and that therefore, omnipotence must have
been possessed by that" Son of Man,"t who had" power on earth even
to forgive sins."
(To be contimted.)

*

Rev. O. Winslow, "Auricular Confession," &c.-Page 29, 30.

t· Winslow.-Page 44.

t Bishop Horsley, commenting on 1 John v. 5, observes, "Son of God is p, title that
belongs to our Lord in his human character, describing him as that man who became
the Son of God by union ,~~th the Godhead; as Son of Man, on the contrary, is the title
which belongs to the ete'mal Ww:d, describing that Pe'rson of the God1lead who was made
man, by uniting himseljto the man Jesus. To believe, therefore, that Jesus is the Son of
God, is to believe that he is God himself incarnate."~llo1'8ley'8 /Sermons, Page 153.
c2

20

GRACE-PROBLEMS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED EDITOR,

The Lord's servants are commanded to take up the stumbling-blocks
out of the way of God's people; and, as I have many times proved, he
has directed you to write a word that has been a word of encouragement
to my poor soul, I feel it on my mind to open up somewhat of my present state of mind, feeling much cast down and perplexed by reason of
the hardness of the way, and am heavily pressed under a sense of my
easily-besetting sin-unbelief, by which I am held fast, and can by no
means lay hold or bring home comfort from the precious promises made
to the Lord's tried ones, though every way suitable to me under present
trials; and here I am, much staggered to make out the difference between
me and those who fell in the wilderness. It does not appear that the
children of Israel questioned their being the people, God's favoured Israel;
but when the spies returned from searching the promised land, many of
the congregation fell through the sin of unbelief; they looked at the difficulties in the way, the obstacles they had to overcome, the giants in the
land, the walled cities, &c., and the impossibility to overcome all this,
notwithstanding they admitted it was a good land. But here was the
question, ,. How can we possess it? "-10 ing sight of God's promise to
bring them into the good land. 1-0"" here lay their O'reat sin-in not
crediting God's word, and lea,ing these obstacles mth him, simply re ting
on his power to accomplish and perform all for thcm; seeing "hat wonders
he had wrought for them, and the salvation the' had at the Red Sea.
Now, my dear Editor, I must just give you a brief account of the
Lord's dealings with your unworthy correspondent. You will, doubtless,
remember, many months back my requesting an interest in your petitions
at the throne of grace, being brought to that position-like the children of Israel at the Red Sea-of difficulties, dangers from behind a
wall on either side and the sea before, and no way of escape, then the
command was to stand still; but here was the trial, to 'stand still in
such a position. At that time you addressed the following to me,
which was a word of support, and as a lamp to my feet, and a light
on my path :-" J ehovah never brought a poor soul to the position to
stand still and see the salvation of God, without, in due time, vouchsafing
that salvation. He has pledged himself (for his every promise is a pledO'e)
that the expectation of the needy shall not be cut off. The most blessed
position for faith, and that in which she most glorifies her Divine Author,
is when she is found waiting with a 'Thou hast said' in her heart, and
on her lips." As far as light was given me to discover, this was the exact
place I was kept in, resting and pleading with, "Thou hast said, dear
Lord, that thou wilt, with the temptation, make a ,,-ay of escape; also
that thou art come to set the captive free, and that as my day my strength
'shall be; also, 'They shall be as still as a stone, till thy people pass
over; , again, hast thou not said to thy dust, dearest Lord, that thou wilt
send thy angel before, and prepare the way.i also, that thou 'Wilt go
before, and the Goel of Israel shall be our rerewarel; and although they
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may refuse to let us go, yet that thou our Redeemer-art migbty?"
These, and many more promises of similar import, were afforded me to
recline on (like the stones that Jacob gathered for his pillow), and were
found firm to rest upon during a severe trial, of many months continuance; and only as we moved forward did the waters- part, and afford a
passage through. Thus, after twelve months' passage, did God bring me
safely through '; and there failed not aught of anything the Lord had
spoken. All came to pass; every promise given before and in the trial
was verified; and, as you observed, he did" vouchsafe salvation," in a
temporal point, as much as was wrought for Israel of old; and, like them,
did we sing his praise. But how has it been since? All since closed, no
way opened, a wilderness and desert before; yet daily did God provide,
so that I lacked nothing. Thus matters went on, earnestly and anxiously
desiring God would provide a place to~dwe.ll }n. But all was dark; the
brook wasting away, like as with Elijah."'I'.hen began doubts and fears
to make head, although, in reviey~ing tbe past, was astonished to see the
providential care that had been~'~~\l1ifested. But now to come to the
present trial. After long waiting, "all·" . ing, and fainting, again and
again, the Lord, I can but yet still think, remembered his unworthy child,
and caused the cloud to break away, and a little bright shining burst
forth, whereby the path appeared clear before us-the way wherein we
were to walk; and with fear and trembling, looking to the Lord, we
ventured forward to that place that appeared Providence had opened
before us. And now what follows? Again all is dark; the way is
hedged up; the obstacles and impossibilities so apparent, that doubts
have again overtaken me, and unbelief has fast shut me up, that I cannot
come forth; and I, who once thought 1 was relying on the Lord alone to
do all for us, and send every needed supply, find, alas! when put into
the fire, or trial, that I cannot trust for one hour-and the language of
my heart is, "I shall now one day fall by the hand of Saul "-this infidelity within; for wherein lays the difference between me and those who
perished in the wilderness? I stumble at God's power to remove these
obstacles in the way; and so did the children of Israel. Like them, I
have been brought through the Red Sea, and sung his praise; and now
here I am, beloved Editor, groaning, sighing, and crying under the power
of this loathsome sin (unbelief), and no power to extricate myself; neither do I feel the Lord comes to my help. Now what judgment can I
form? Can there, think you, dear Editor, be any hope in Israel concerning
me? Or must I conclude that, after all, I shall never see the land-the
goodly mountain, and Lebanon? Sometimes I am enabled to pour out
my heart, and such grief that I should grieve One whom I so dearly
love, and has done such great things for me. And yet here I am, fast
shut up, and cannot come forth. My heart at times seems ready to
break for the longings it hath for the Lord again to visit me. But, oh J
I fear will he ever turn to me his face again, from whom he justly has
withdrawn! May the Lord give you a word for one who, at most, fears
to subscribe himself now" One of the Household;" but is, rather, a
mourner.
But again am I perplexed. "When I look at the children of Israel, they
1noumed greatly, and acknowledged they had sinned (Numbers xiv. 39,
40)-wherein do I differ?-I seem to feel a little !lOpe at times. But I
cannot follow them in their presuming to go up to the place which the
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Lord hath promised, and contrary to the command of Moses j for I fear
greatly whether the Lord will permit such an unbelieving worm to go up.
I can heartily say, "Howbeit' thou art just, 0 Lord, in whatever thou
bringest upon me;" and acknowledge him righteous in all his ways, and
holy in his works, and am dumb before him, because of my sin. But will
he turn again and show mercy? Shall the dead arise and praise him?
For no more power do I feel to lay hold of one promise suitable to my
state than a corpse. I have endured through many seasons of trial and
temptation, through God's strength, as I have believed j but, oh! shall I
endure to the end? Is this the trial that is to discover me to be but a
branch in Christ that bears no fruit, and which is to be taken away? For
I find many endure for awhile, but in the time of temptation fall away.
I know it will be well with the overcomer, and blessed and happy is he
that endures; and such who endure to the end shall be saved. But how
can I hold on? I can indeed join with the Psalmist, " I am afflicted from
my youth up, and ready to die."
May the dear Lord lead you (if his gracious sceptre will be extended
towards me yet again) to speak a word to my encouragement, that I may
patiently bear the indignation of the Lord (his fatherly correction), becau.se I have· sinned agaitlst him, until he plead my cause, and execute
judgment for me, and bring me forth to the light, that I may behold his
righteousness.
Dear Editor, pardon all the imperfections you see in this; and may
the Lord enable you to remember before him,
THE MOURNER.

P.S.-Let my disconsolate case excu e me for 0 oon tre pa sing on
your time again, after having forwarded the last paper; for I am in much
perplexity, and nothing short of God's power can raise me up. But he
is pleased sometimes to speak by his servants j and as such I have addressed ;you, if, peradventure, he may direct you.
ANSWER.

" 011, my distrustful heart,
How small thy faith appears;
But greater, Lord, thou art,
Than aB my doubts and fears."

" HE hath delivered, he doth deliver, in whom our hope is that he ,,-ill
yet deliver."
Observe, beloved, though unknown, ":Jlourner," the
expression, " our hope is ;" and as the hope with which the apostle was
blessed, "ma(le not ashamed," neither shall yours.
If you look to the l07.th Psalm, you will see that the Palmist again
and again speaks in the present tense. Having, in the opening of that
glorious epitome of the Lord's dealings with his Church and people,
spoken of His sovereign mercy in the "gathering" them out of the
wilds of nature-the wilderness here and there "here they were scattered
abroad-he testifies of a succession of difficulties, dangers, and discouragements j and with these connects, inseparably, a succession of deliverances.
"Aga~n they were minished and brought low, through
affliction, oppression, and sorrow; then they cry unto the Lord in their
t1'ouble [and if they had not had trouble they would not have cried at
all'], and he helped thein out of their distresses." And thus with Israel

GRACE PROBLEMS.

I

23

of old as with Israel now, the Lord maintctined a manifest intimacy with
him, by causing them to stand in need of help, and then graciously
vouchsafing that help. The plagues of Egypt-the deliverance at the
Red Sea-the miraculous spring of water, and a thousand other marvellous interpositions, would have been speedily and permanently forgotten, but for the Lord's repeated reminders, which were chiefly by
means of renewed trial and renewed succour. And so it is now. Fresh
trouble instrumentally leads us to think of past support and past help,
and thus are we encouraged, as prisoners of hope, to flee again to our
, Strong Hold, but by it intimacy, communion, near and dear access, is
experienced, and at times blessedly enjoyed.
With regard to our correspondent's fears as to his resemblance to the
fallen ones of Israel, we would remark, first, that though we would not
for a moment say a word in vindication of unbelief, yet all who fell in
the wilderness did not fall under the Lord's wrathful indignation against
their persons. Moses was deprived of entering the promised land. because
"he spoke :unadvisedly with his lips." Thus God would make an
example of his sins, though who dare doubt J ehovah's love to his pet'son?
And so, though the " Lord sware in his wrath that they [Israel] should
not enter into his rest" [the rest which He had prepared for them in
Canaan], and though their " carcases fell in the wilderness," yet multitudes of them were transplanted (without their sin and without their
unbelief) from the wilderness to an infinitely better than an earthly
Canaan ! And thus we see how "the Lord chastened them in measure,
and did not suffer them to go wholly unpunished." And these are, as
the apostle says, so many warnings and examples for l~S.
But, again, the caee of our correspondent differs materially from the
rebellious ones of Israel, because there is in him a deep-felt sense of, and a
corresponding mourning over, his want of faith, trust, dependence. Such
a cry as this, we doubt not, is very precious to our correspondent,
" Lord, I believe; help thou my unbelief." And with that cry, and in
connexion with, and by means of, that succession of trial of which he
speaks, he is becoming more and more thoroughly convinced of the Lord
-and the Lord alone-being the Author, the Maintainer, and the Finisher
of faith j and thus is he learning to give all the glory to where alone all
the glory is due.
Moreover, so far from our correspondent not being among the number
of whom it is said, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation,"
he is among them j because, familiar as he is with daily trial, and
travel, and perplexity, he is found "not casting away his confidence,
which hath great recompence of reward," but saying, if not by lip yet
by life-if not in so many words, yet by daily, hourly practice, " I will
look again unto the hills whence cometh my help. My help cometh
from the Lord [and what a mercy to be able to say so], the Lord which
made heaven and earth." "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in
Him." "vVhom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon
earth I desire beside thee." "Lord, to whom can we go, thOl~ hast
the words of eternal life."
None but an eternally-loved and a blessedly-living soul knows anything of this old-fashioned experimental religion.
.
Dear" Mourner," whoever thou art, cheer up-all is well. God is on
thy side, and thou needest not fear what man-aye, or even devils-can
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do unto thee. Thou shalt come off more tban conqneror over deatb,
hell, and sin-yea, even thy easily-besetting sin of ernel unbelief. Thou
wouldst have it otherwise, but the Lord has ordained tbat it should be
thy Cl'OSS, to make thee more earnestly on the look out for tby crown.
Fare thee well, " Mourner!" One word in thy elder Brother's :will
is worth more than ten thousand worlds, and that word is for thee,
" Blessed are ye that mOUl'n, for ye SHALT, be comforted."
Thy Fellow-Mourner,
THE EDITOR.
Bonmahon, Thul'sday MOl'ning, Nov. 20, 1851.

THE LORD-THE CUP-AND THE COKFLICT.

" 0 my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from. me."
- MATT. xxvi. gg.
THERE was one moment in the life of Jesus, when He in His human
nature appeared to shrink from the dreadful work He had in humiliation and death to perform, even to become a curse fur us; to die, the just for
the unjust, that He might bring us to God. And that mOIDent was the
hour and power of darkness j when God forsook Him and man too j when
legions of fallen spirits assaulted Him j when the guilt of coun less millions
was laid on and imputed to Him j when He stood "numbered with the
transgressors j" when the law was about to pour i s flaming wrath and
curses upon His devoted head j and when justice had unsheathed its
sword of vengeance, and with uplifted arm, stood ready to smite the man
that was God's fellow (Zec. xiii. 7).
Then it was, the tender humanity of -the Royal Sufferer shuddered
before the opening scene of agony, crucifixion, -and death; and then the
piercing cry three times escaped His lips, " 0 my Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me." But remembering there could be for His
Church no redemption, but' through His blood; no righteousness, but
through His perfect obedience; no life, but through His death· no glorie ,
but through His sufferings; no crown, but through His cross; I sa\',
remembering this, He quickly said, "nevertheless, not a I will, but as
thou wilt." Precious Jesus! if thou hadst not drank the cup of wrath,
never, no, never, would thy bride have received "the cup of ah-ation,"
to drink thereof the" riches of grace" in tim'e, and the" riches of glory"
through all eternity. Worthy! for ever" worthy is the Lamb that wa3
slain" (Rev. v. 12).
J. J.
Birmingham.

I think my happiest days have been those commenced with most dread
and timidity.-ALFRED.
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"A FATHER'S BLESSING, AND A CHILD'S PORTION."

" For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full
of mixture, and he pOU1'eth out of the same: bltt the dregs thereof all the
wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them." - Ps. lxxv. 8.

are the exercises that the child of God experiences in the pathway
to his eternal home; many a trial-and that sometimes of no ordinary
nature-has he to encounter. "Cast down, but not destroyed," he often
feels; and when looking at some of the difficulties before him, to the eye
of sense they appear insurmountable, yet the eye of faith sees an opening
through the gloom. However impossible is deliverance to the arm of
man, faith cries out for help to One who knows no impossibilities, and
who, on the behalf 0'£ his tried child, ~ays, " It shall be done." Whilst
the soul is in these deep exercises, and in severe trials, how sweet is it,
and what relief is afforded, when the Lord is pleased, atJd that graciously,
to cause some precious word of his to drop comfort into the troubled
mind. 0, ye tried ones, is it not so? David said, "This is my comfort
in my affliction; for thy word hath quickened me."
The Lord's words at the head of this paper opened to my soul with peculiar power, and brought comfort, when deeply exercised both from within
and without. We will, as the soul is taught, dwell upon them for a short
time. Several things meet our view. Here is a cup and its contents,
and the place where it is found-even" in the hand of the Lord." It is
full of mixture, and it also contains some dregs; its contents are poured
out, and that by the Lord. There is also a people to whom the dregs
will be given as their portion. We meet "ith several cups in the sacred
word. Isaiah li. 17, presents to our view the cup of fury which is poured
out upon Jerusalem in their national standing. Jeremiah xxv. 15, the
cup that is to be put into the hand of all the nations of the earth, which
cup they will be made to drink. The evangelists, also, bring before us
the cup in the hand of Jesus, which was not to pass from him unless he
drank it; and, lastly, in Revelation xiv. 10, we have the cup of the
Lord's indignation, containing the wine of the wrath of God, poured out
without mixture upon all those who worship the beast and llis image.
None of these cups, dear child of God, are thine. Through thy union
with Jesus, thou wilt never know the cup of fury or wrath; and thou
canst not drink the cup thy SavioUl" Jesus drank, for he has drunk that
on thy behalf. Although thou hast fellowship in his suffefings, and may
drink of the cup of his sorrows, yet the cup of the Lord's wrath, due to
thy sins, thou never canst; that has been done for thee, and the dregs
are net thy portion.
The Lord has a cup in his hand, and-precious thought-he holds it
there. He has a mixture in that cup, and bitter is that mixture; but it
is he that pours it out. He does not give the cup into the hand of his
child. 0 no; he cannot trust him with it; he would drink either too
little, or too much; nor does he give it into the hand of man to pour it
out. He cannot trust it out of his own hand. "He poureth out of the
same." And why? Because he knows what each needs, and not one
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drop too little,' or one too many, does he portion out to his dear children.
Some may inquire, "Do his children drink of this cup?" Yes; they do;
and some very deeply; for the Lord sees how much they require it.
Others, in their unbelief and ignorance, think the dregs will be given
them also; but this cannot be, for that is the portion of the wicked, not
of the child of God. "But why," unbelief will say, "should not the
child have some dreg as well?" Because from the portion of this cup
that the Lord gives his children the dregs have been exhausted by him
whu became their Surety; for the cup he had to drink on their behalf
was a bitter cup indeed. It was not a portion only that was poured out
to him. 0 no; the cup was given into his hands, and not one drop was
to be left in it. . He drank that bitter cup, thereby extracting all the
dregs from thine, making that one of which thou bast to drink salutary,
though bitter at times.
Dear child of God, we will now look at this cup as in the hand of the
Lord. If it is not seen there, we shall say in our affiictions, "All these
things are against us ;" but when seen there, faith says, "All things
work together for good to them that lo,e God' to them who are the
called according to his purpose." However. deep the exercise, let but
the hand of the Lord be seen, and there is relief. Faith says, " My Goi
and Father has the cup in his own hand; he is giving me a portion according to his love and wisdom; he sees that it is good for me, and shall
I murmur? Shall I question his love? Shall I doubt his wisdom? Shall
I mistrust his power?" 0 no; but rather would I say, " It is the Lord;
let him do what seemeth him good" (1 Sam. ill. 18); and, "Shall I receive good at the hand of the Lord, and shall not I recei,e evil" (Job ii.
10)? 0, then, settle this one precious thought in your mind, that the
LorcI will never let go this cup, or put it into either yours or your enemies' hands.
Believing reader, we must ever keep in view the distinction between
those things that spring directly from the Lord, and what we are ourselves
instrumental in bringing upon us j at the same time not forgetting that
the Lord has a supreme dominion over all things, immediately ordering
some, and permitting others; yet from each he will make conspicuou his
own glory. But we will illustrate this re;:nark.
The Lord had designed in the case of Jacob, "that the elder should
serve the younger," and the blessing was to be his also j but will anyone
dare to say, that falsehood and craft were approved of bv the Lord? It
could not be. The very means Rebecca used to obtain the bles ing for
her younger son were the cause of his banishment from her fond embrace.
Jacob, consenting to his mother's faithless proposal, minuled the bitters
in that cup which the Lord held in his own hand, and of "hich he poured
out to him in no little measure. Again, the trials of Job will serve to
present another aspect to our notice; and here we are, as it were, taken
behind the curtain that usually hides the secret cause of those things that
come upon us. Satan, having presented himself before the Lord, "the
Lord put to him the inquiry, "Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that there is none like him io the earth, a perfect and an upright man that
feareth God, and escheweth evil?" This, my reader, was God's testimony.
"Does Job fear God for nought?" was Satan's inquiry. " Hast thou
not macIe an hedge about him? "-" But put forth thy hand." _On the
face of this testimony, it appeal's that the trials of Job were amon t tho e
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things that were 'brought upon him by the hand of the Lord, through
permission to Satan j and the object in view was, that this exercised one
might thereby be made more manifest as being the Lord's, and yet without any apparent cause th~ bitters were poured out to him•.
" As face answereth to face in the glass, so does the heart of man to
man'j" and in the trials, difficulties, and feelings of those recorded in the
word of God, we may see pourtrayed, in living realities, our own exercises j
and the bitters they drank serve to show what that cup contains, of which,
more or less, all his people are made to drink as they journey through
this world of sin and woe, to that rest which remaineth for them.
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine-for reproof-for correction-for instruction in righteousness."
May, then, the gracious and Holy Spirit be with us, whilst we meditate
upon some of the mixture that the cup seen in the Lord's hand contains.
Bitter was that cup to Abraham when the command was given, "Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 'whom thou lovest, and offer him for a
burnt-offering." Though the Lord had given Abraham great faith, and
he knew that God must raise up Isaac again to perform his promises concerning him, that did not, I believe, destroy his parental trial in this command of his God. Oh, how often is the child of God called upon to
resign that which is most dear; to have a tie severed that is a wrenching a
part of himse~ and go it must, for the Lord has ordered it. I know bereavements are the common lot of all; but it is the peculiar dealing of
God with his child, in the manner of the exercise he is called to, that increases the bitterness.
o what a bitter was mingled in that cup when the enquiry was put,
" Know now whethe1' it be thy son's coat 01" no ?" And again, when in the
heaviness of his heart he said, "me ye have be1"eaved of my children."
Jacob, like many more of the Lord's dear children, was having the cup
poured out to him i but alas, like too many also, saw not the hand that
held the cup. Deception Jacob had practised, and it is now come upon
him; had he but seen the hand, he would not have said, "all these
things are against me j" and again, "wherefore dealt ye so ill with me
as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?" 0 how different to
the faith in exercise in Abraham i for he, when on his errand, did not say
to his God" all these things are against me." No! but turning to his
young men, he said, " stay ye here, whilst I and the lad go yonder and
worship, and come again to you." Abraham saw the hand holding the
cup-he tasted some of the bitters, but it was much sweetened through
the precious grace of faith, "For he counted that God was able to raise
(Isaac) from the dead, from whence also he had received him in a figure"
(Heb. xi. 19). If faith had eyed the hand, poorJacob never would have
said," all these things are against me i" but, on the contrary, would have
known that" all things work together for good" for the child of God.
o what bitterness was in that cup, when in the anguish of his soul, J oseph
besought his brethren, and they would not hear (Gen. xlii. 21); but subsequently, he saw the hand that held his cup i and to those very brethren
he said in after years, "So now it was not you that sent me hither, but
God" (Gen. xlv. 8). Joseph had experienced that the Lord was with
him, whether in the house of Potiphar, or in the prison j although many
a bitter was mingled-many a portion poured out-yet the hand of the
Lorg was seen. When Joseph dreamed of his family's subjection to him,
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little did he think of the pathway to that exaltation; but when brought
to that position, he could indeed say he had been bro~lght to it by God.
Dear brethren, let us nowttirn to the historJ of David; and surely, to
him was poured out many a draught of bitters, from the time that the
Lord said to Samuel, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he," unto the day
of his death. The Lord had promised to give him the kingdom, instead
of Saul, but we never find him attempting to obtain it before the Lord
bestowed it upon him. When his enemy was in his hand, he said, "The
Lord forbid that I should stretch forth my hand against the Lord's
anointed;" and yet, from the slaying of Goliath to the day of his being
made king in Hebron, "he was [to use his own words], hunted as a
partridge upon the mountains." Although, at times he was enabled" to
encourage himself in the Lord his God," yet.on other occasions, in the
weakness of his faith, he said in his heart, " I s11all now perish one day by
the hand of Saul." 0 David, how can this be? art thou not anointed
to be king in the room of Saul? the bitter cup is making thee forget
the anointing of the Lord. Oh believer, have you never given utterance
to this language of unbelief, saying, "I shall one day peri h?" Da \'id is
presented to us in several aspects, and from each we may receive in truction, and correction, and from some, encouragement. David sinned-see
the Lord's mes~age to him-2 Sam. xii. 1-14. One feature in that
message is, that as David "had killed Uriah with the sword, the sword
was not to depart from his house." 0 what a mixture was here put into
his cup, how much was poured out to him. 0 'l\"hat a bitter thing is sin.
We will take a look at David as he drinks some of this mixture' and
that as he is fleeing from his o'l\"n son, 'l\"ho had rebelled against him.
View him, my reader, as he a 'cends the mount of Oli,es, 'l\"eeping a he
went up, "his head was covered, and his feet bare." Bitter were his
draughts, but the cup was seen in his Father's hand; hear his prayer
with reference to Ahithophel's conspiracy, "Lord, I pray thee, turn the
counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness;" and the Lord heard this prayer.
What exercise of soul must this man of God have known at this time;
how must he have thought of the Lord's message by Nathan, as eYery
act of his son was fulfilling to the very letter that message.
Listen to him again, my brother, or sister, when Shimei came forth to
curse him, and to cast stones at him-" So let him curse, for the Lord
hath said to him, Curse David. Who then shall say, Wherefore hast thou
done it?" Bitter added to bitter, but still the cup seen in the Lord's
hand.
David knew the taste of this cup in the bereavement of his children;
and here, again, we see him when bith was both weak and strong. The
Lord said to him, by Nathan, "The child also that is born unto thee
shalt surely die." Whilst drinking this portion, he aw the hand, and
fasted and prayed as he besought the Lord, laying on the earth, and eating
no meat; but when the child died, he arose, washed his face, and did eat.
As this conduct of David caused surprise to bis attendant, he gave them
his reason for so doing, and there was a full recognition of the Lord's
hand; but it was not always so with him. How did the following message drop upon his ears-" The enemies of my Lord the King, and all
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is?" _-0
rising and eat.ing bread, and washing his face then; but we hear the cry
of, " 0 Absalom, my son, my son Absalom, would to God I had died for
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thee;
Absalom, my son, my son." His parental feelings took the
'place of seeing the Lord's hand and appointment in this matter; or, if
he did, the awful condition of the young man, and the suddenness of his
death, drew forth the touching and pathetic lamentation, and the circumstances added much to the bitterness of the cup.
Dear brethren, bitter are the draughts when we are called to witness
the slow, but gradual and certain inroads of disease, which must terminate
in sovereign appointment; increasingly bitter is it when rapid is that
work, and. when unexpectedly is the announcement, "Nothing can be
done.". Still more increasingly bitter, when the Lord sees fit to remove
some endeared object of our affection by one stroke of his hand. Oh,
what a bitter draught is here! And yet faith, recognising the Lord's
hand amidst all this bitterness, can and does say, "Thy will be done."
I believe the Lord intends we should taste of these things; they are beneficial portions for the soul; it is a weaning time ,vhen these are administered.
Believing reader, these are not the only bitters that the mixture contains; for 'many of the Lord's people "go softly all their years in the
bitternes~ of their soul." Many a draught from Marah's bitter waters is
taken; and often can it be said, "There is something secret sweetens all,"
as the Lord's hand is seen.
The Psalmist, in the Psalm before us, is evidently administering a
rebuke. Notice the fifth and following verses-" Lift not up your horn
on high; speak not with a stiff neck. For promotion cometh neither
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is judge;
he putteth down one, and setteth up another: for in the hand of the
I,ord there is a cup," &c. Many, like the Psalmist in the seventy-third
Psalm, are envious at the prosperity and ease of the wicked, whilst they
experience that" waters of' a full cup are wrung out to them; " but when
they see the Lord's hand holding that cup, and are able to realize from
whence promotion cometh, as well as the end of those they envied, then
it is they acknowledge their foolishness; and though bitter is their portion, yet it is sweetened by the remembrance that it is the Lord who is
ordering all these things for them.
On one occasion, our Lord said to his disciples, "What thou knowest
not now, thou shalt know hereafter;" and so are the dealings of God
with his people now. " He showeth them hard things, and giveth them
the wine of astonishment to drink" (Ps. Ix. 3). Under some of these
draughts, "tht'y stagger to and fro, and are at their wits' end; " and yet,
for all this, it is 110t tne cup of anger to the child of God, but of parental
chastisement. It is not the cup of' fury, for that is not in him towards his
people; but it is a cup of fury to his enemies, and they are made to drink
the very dregs in his anger.
0, thou child' of God, whoever thou art, that art drinking of these
bitter draughts, poured out to thee by thy God and Father, if' thou dost
not see his hand holding the cup, and his infinite wisdom ordering all, his
power controlling all, his love displayed in all, 0, then, seek unto the
Lord that he may enable thee to do so; also, do thou inquire the wherefore, and what is the end of thy visitation, that thy draughts may be sanctified to thee; that when the Lord is pleased to sweeten thy cup, and
"give thee the oil of' joy for mourning, the garments of praise for the
spirit of heaviness," thou maye,t be able to look back <It all his dealings
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with thee, and say, "It was good for me ;" and again, "He has done all
things well."
,
What I would say, both to thee and myself, is, pray earnestly that
thou mightest profit by these things, and be humbled thereby; and whilst
the soul is benefitted, a revenue of praise and glory may redound to our
covenant God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen and amen.
,

EBED.

A FEW THOUGHTS ON SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHING.
IN reading the life of the Empress Josephine, I stopped to consider the
language of a little Roman Catholic boy, of four years old. Addressin~
his mother, who had been on terms of intimate friendship with the
Emp1"ess, it was thus he communicated her death :-" Mamma, make me
say a praye1' to Almighty God for a person just dead,. you we1'e very fond
of her,. she was very good: she is in heaven,. but no matter for that, I
ow
must say a prayer for her. Make me say one, as I do for others."
this child, from the dawn of reason, had been taught to pray for the dead;
and he here brings his teaching into exercise. It was the religion of nature. But let us turn to different language, from a very differently-trained
child-the offspring of spiritual parents, Her father, a devoted Scotch
minister, who only last spring entered into rest, and who e wife had gone
a little while before him. It was their child 'We shall no'W hear speak;
and can we doubt that, from her earlie t perceptions, Jesus was the sum
and substance of all their teaching? Her mother had just been taken to
the grave, and in the anguish of her heart the little creature exclaimed,
" llfe no love God, that me don't. God no fdend of mine." "What do
you mean?" asked her aunt. "God no friend of yours! No friend to
Y016?" "No, that he isn't! He took away my mamma in that great bl-ack
box! No, no, me no love God,. he no friend to me! " -ow both of these
children spake out of the abundance of their little hearts, swayed alike by
the power of nature. With the little Scotch girl it had been" line upon
line-line upon line,." but she was as completely under the devil s teaching as the poor little French Romanist, who knelt dOI\ll to pray for the
dead. And I have simply recorded this to show (a it appeared to me)
the sov,ereignty of the. Spirit, without whose agency all training all teaching (however Scriptural and blessed), must pass away like chaff before
the wind. Often have I been very much pained, on a Sabbath morning,
at the manner in which Sunday-school children have b en prayed for at
the opening of the school. It is generally as the" little ones of his flock"
- " the lambs of his fold, whom Jesus loves to carry in his bosom." I heard
a gentleman observe, as the minister concluded his prayer, " Young lambs!
He should have said young wolves!" Possibly, much of the lack of
blessing attending Sabbath-school and Bible-class teaching arises from the
Arminianism which pervades throughout; such as " The Spirit's striving
in the heart of every man,." "Christ's blood shed for the world,." "Jesus
knocking at the door, refused admittance, and then retu1'ning no more! "
In fact, it is resistible, and not irresistible grace, we have in pulpits and
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schools. Very much connected with.the latter, I pray for grace to magnify the office of the Holy Ghost, whom God will put (resist him or not)
into the hearts of his own (Ezekiel xxxvi. 27). It is not" by the smooth
streams of the brook" we should sit with our classes, daubing them up to
the eyes with untempered mortar, and telling them they possess a power
which no child of Adam has had since. his first father fell. Let us take
them "to the law and the testimony," and tell them what unclean cages
their hearts are! Wbat an open sep~£lchre their throat is! How deceitful
their tongues! How poisonous theil' lips! How full of cursing and bitterness their mouths! Tell them all this, coupled with their perfect inability
to move a step towards Christ till he moves towards them, and puts life
into the dry bon~s. Oh, then you will generally observe how exceedingly
unpalatable is the cutting down of that refuge of lies, man's free will! I
know how very painful it is to be faithful to those we love j but where can
true love exist without faithfulness? My heart has often ached while I
have said to a n~mher of warm-hearted, grateful, attentive children, "You
know how much I love you j you know it is a great pleasure to teach
you j but th'ere is not one among you to whom I could point and say,
, Thel'e's a child of God;'" and never yet have I become their enemy by
telling them the truth. I had lately a class of boys-generous, bright,
and inquiring youths. They knew how deeply I was interested in them,
and it touched their hearts. And here I would observe, how necessary it
is to show, by forbearance, patience, and kindness, the principle upon
which the teacher acts-love. I have known the most ohdurate children,
whom the rod has only hardened, melted and subdued by a reproof given
in the spirit of meekness. But to return to my class of boys. I remember
on one occasion, after speaking to them of the precious blood of Christ, I
added, " Oh, that I knew it had been shed for you!" There was a dead
pause. One looked at me with great surprise j another with an inquiring
smile; but the eldest, a fine, bright-minded youth, flushed up, and said,
almost angrily, "Why Christ has died for all men." "Has he?" I replied; "Do you feel he has died for you?" The poor dear boy looked
down, and the others anxiously watched his countenance, and then mine.
" I cannot say that he has not," I continued j "but certainly at present
there is no manifestation that he has. If it is so, you will be sure to
know it j for there is a time to favour every child of Zion." The boy
looked wretchedly uncomfortable, and I continued, "Now suppose all you
boys had been sold to a slaveholder; suddenly a friend steps in, and pays
a price for your redemption-would you still be slaves?" They all called
out together, "We should be fl'ee ! II "How would you know it?" "By
our freedom." "Well, then, if Christ has redeemed all men, how is it the
great majority of mankind have died in sin? Believe me, if you are among
the number of the redeemed, you will know it by the freedom wherewith
Christ makes his people free." We separated; I was on the eve of a long
journey; but on my :return to L - - after some weeks, the boys' school
was suddenly and finally broken up. All my comfort then was in this
-Scripture, "My word shall not return unto me void j but it .shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I
sent it."
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A WORD FOR THE BIBLE SOCIETY.
DEAR BROTHER CRISPIN,

Few contributions to the" Gospel Magazine" have been read by me
with more pleasure than those dated" From my Stall, Amen Corner."
But, interested in their matter, I have at times felt grieved at tbeir
asperity.
The last article, especially that part of it concerning the Bible Society,
has caused me great sorrow; and, although I cannot reach'the heiO'h of
even a " Stripling" in father Crispin's shop, but can only aspire to the
"errand-boy's" occupation, I do feel constrained to ask the fa,our of a
word in remonstrance, even if I get a little" stirrup-oil" for my presnmption.
I could mention more than one" travelling agent" of the Bible Society,
who glory in the doctrines advocated in this Magazine, and who, according as the Lord helpeth them, proclaim a "ye -and-amen 0'0 pe!."
However, Brother Crispin, they are but men of like p3SSions "i yo rself, and therefore the strong should bear "ith those h t are we ,;:.
If you are "at a loss to know 'll"ha the anecdo e concerninO' a
Berkshire farmer had to do with the Bible Society," I am at a 10 s to
know in what the relating that anecdote can be called a " legerdemain
trick ;" and, as this is the only" trick" reported by you, I am equally at
a loss to know how you, my aged brother, e,en 'll"ith your" magnifiers '
on, can see anything" God-dishonouring in this small ,\'ay of talk." Is
it just to take one single word of a speech, and to cite a man before the
bar of public opinion to be juclO'ed thereb'? \\ould Crj- in him elf
consent to such a process, concerning ei her his 'II"T' ino or hi preachiu<7?
It is not, however, my learned brother's critici illS on " he travelling
agent" that wound me; but, with other friends, I am griel"ed by t e
ridicule he attempts to cast on the Bible Society's work in general.
'Whatever fault may be found with the direction of the Society or with
its agents, I say again, they are but poor ignorant sinners, and can work
only in much infirmity and weakness. But surely the spreading far and
wide of God's Holy Word, without note or comment, must be riO'h , and
ought to be sheltered from all ridicule, by its intrinsic 'll"ortb, 1Iissionaries of one denomination may be properly objec'ed to by persons
belonging to another body. Thus the Bishops of Exeter and of Oxfora
would strongly demur to Crispin's preaching amon s be hea ben his
views on baptism and apostolical succe~sion, even if a!!Teed on cburch
polity; and brother Irons would join issue wit.h them on 0 bel' poin s, if
not on the same. Thus Crispin, with all his grey bairs of experience
and learning, might find the above antipode tryin~ equally to oppo~e
him; but surely none but a Roman Catholic or a Pu eyite c n object to
the free CIrculation of the Scriptures. They feel hat tbe Bible Society
is one of the most powerful instruments again t them that the Lord is
employing in the present day. Hence their bitter rage ana violent opposition to its proceedings at home and abroad. Oh! my soul come not
into their secret.
Has Crispin read the Reports of the Bible Society? He 'll"OU d see,
by them, how its "travelling agents," the colporteurs, fulfil li erall • Luke xiv. 23, " Go out into the highways and hedges."
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These 150 to 200 devoted agents visit every town and village in the
country in which they labour, go down into every cellar, and climb up
to every garret, in which a fellow-sinner is to be found, in order to place
the Word of God in his hands, having the full assurance that it. shall not
retuUl unto Him void, but accomplish all whereunto He has sent it.
Crispin wOl~ld further find, that those humble. labourers in the Lord's
vineyard go to such haunts of vice and abodes of wretchedness as never
hear from other lips the glad sound of publicans and harlots entering the
king~om of heaven before scribes and Pha'risees.
.
I must not mention in Brother Crispin's " stall" such carnal things:;ls
"gold and silver," or I might ask him whether it is riot" a labour of
love" to expend some £15,000 to £20,000 per year (1 am within the
mark), in order to place the New Testament, at less than half cost price,
in the hands of poor Protestants and deluded Papists?
Brother Crispin, however, will surely, say, " It cannot be entirely for
filthy lucre's sake, nor from vain-glory, nor fro 1 fleshly pride, that these
, Bible agents' hazard their lives in circulating the ScriptU)."es in Popish'
countries." Some of the Bible colporteu1'S haye been left fer dead on the
public roads j others have been violently assailed by a furious populace,
excited by more furious priests; others have escaped only through aid, of
the town-guard j others have been publicly stoned. This last has: been
my own honoured.lot-not for preaching., not for small talk on a platform,
.
. but for distributing the Scriptures from house to house.
1 could,further add, from personal observation, the name of a Roman
Catholic country in which the circulation of 200,000 copies of the
Scriptures has been followed by the withdrawal from Popery of more than
3,000 persons who are now formed into thirteen or fourteen Protestant
congregations. 1 could also speak of a Protestant country in which, the
good old paths of divinity having been forsaken, the distribution of God's
Word by the" travelling agents of the Bible Society," has been followed
by a great and vital awakening. 1 could further J;Ilention a town in that
country where, every evening of the week,. a considerable number of the
Lord's people-poor as to this world's goods, but rich in faith-meet
together to help in the great work carried on by one of their brethren, a
Colpol'teul'. They have no gold nor silver to give; but such as they have
they give abundantly and cheerfully. As the Lord the Spirit giveth thelli
utterance; they pray that his word may have a free course and be
.
glorified.
But 1 stop, or 1 should take you to the utmost corners ?f the earth; for
thither the :tord has carried the Society's" travelling agents," and thither
his blessing has accompanied them in' the circulation of twenty-four
millions of copies of the Holy Word.
That Brother Crispin may desire to see more eminently qualified, more
spiritually-minded men engaged in the work, I can well understand.
That he should wish to see Bible business and Bible meetings conducted
in a spirit less, worldly, less sinful, and more with a single eye to God's'
gIOl;y, would surprise no one. Thousands of the Bible Society's members,
its committee, and its agents, would earnestly join him in prayer to the
Most High to grant them such choice blessings j but, oh! my beloved
and esteemed brother, join not our enemy's ranks, and shout with his
" travelling agents" against the simple circulation of God's Word, n,or
ridicule such agency as He has been pleased to give us.
D
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I will conclude with a solemn and intensely-important quastio,a ad- '
dressed to Crispin, and to every other inmate of the "stall" holding
similar views; and I trust I speak, too, as having obtained mercy from
the same" Amen-corner-stone."
What, brethren, are you doing to circulate God's Word, and to " preach
t!J.e gospel to every creature" under heaven? Where are your travelling
Bible agents and Bible preachers? (Mark xvi. 15).
Yours in the best of bonds,
,

A " TRAVELLING AGENT" OF THE- BIBLE SOClETY. ,

Dec. 3rd, 1851.
P.S.-I trust, dear Editor, you will allow the insertion of this letter
in the" Gospel Magazine;" and, if so, I shall thank GO,d for the occasion he has afforded me of bringing the claims ,of the Bible Society
and the excellency of its labours before the readers of your valuable
journal.
'

A PAGE FOR A CHILD.
FIFTY years ago, I was about four' years old; the YOlJngest of a large
family, a small, shy boy, remarkable for nothing but for bad health and
a bad temper. My mother was a very godly woman,. and a devoted
parent. It was her custom to be present when her children were going to,
bed, at which time she took the opportunity of talking to us about the
things of God. My earliest remembrance is, that of my mother kneeling
beside my cot after I was in bed, and praying over me. I observed she
often shed tears at these times; and my childish idea was, that something
hurt her. At last, one day I said to her, "Mamma, why do you cry'
when you kneel at my cot after I am in bed? Does anything stick into
you, and hurt you?" My mother gravely answered, "No; I cry to think
you are a sinner, and if you die wfthout loving Jesus, you and I must be
parted for ever-you will be in bell.and I shall be in heaven." " 1amma,"
said I, " tell me how I can love Jesus." "God must give you a Dew
heart," she replied. "He loves all he means to save long before they
love him; and because he loves them he gives them a new heart, with.
which they love him in return." , "But why cau't I love him now,
mamma?" said 1. "Because," she replied, "you have got a bad
heart that you were born with, given you by the devil, and that heart
loves sin, and 'can never love God j it is ,as hard as a stone, and full of
naughtiness." "Mamma," said I, " where is my heart? "
he showed
me, and I left her, comforted by a little thought that came into my childish
mind. As soon as I was in' bed that same night I began to feel w,here
my mother showed me ID.y heart wa's. "Well," thinks I, "mamma
is right, for it is either a stone or a bone I have got here; something very
hard indeed. But she says she prays to God for ever.ything, so if I pray
perliaps God will take away this hard heart." For several nights I
prayed to have it softened; but, passing my fingers across the place my
mother showed me, I found it was no softer. At last I began to get
troubled. Thought I,..!' Mil-mma says everything depends upon a soft
heart, .but mine feels as hard as a bone." So I said to my mother one
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day,. " What y..QU told me was quite true-I feel I have a stone in my
heart. IJ1ave prayt<d to God to take it away, but he won't." I saw my
dear·mother·looked wonderfully pleased at my childish talk, ana drew me
on her :knee. She asked me how I felt. "I am vexed," I said, " to
find my heart is .8,0' hard, after praying so many times to God to soften it;
you can fe.el outs.i:d~ my clothes how hard it is." " But I do not mean
any part crf your body that you or I can feel," said my m<?ther; "I mean
that you have a >yicked nature, which God in the Bible calls the heart;
and he must give you a new nature, or a new -heart. You and Charles
often quarrel. When I kiss him, you look cross, and often cry. Why
is this?" "Something inside me is angry," I replied. "Then that
something is your bad nature-your black heart-that you have from the
devil j and God ITl,.ust give you a new nature, like himself, if ever you
are to live with him in heaven.'" I said, "Mamma, will God give it me
if I ask him?" "I cannot tell," said my mother; " I know he will
give it to all his own loved lambs j but I do not know that you are one
of them." This conversation made a deep impression upon me; and I
felt happy only while I listened to my mother reading the Biole. Soon
after this I learned to read myself. Time slipped by till I entered my
sixth year. I can look back to many solemn thougMs I had about my.
state at this tender age. Especially was I impressed with a sense of sin
through IDy temper; for I was a very peevish child, and no great favourite
with my brothers and sisters.
About this time my eldest brother, a youth of sixteen, became deeply
sensible of the value of his soul, and to him I could sometimes talk
about my feelings. I remember his speaking to me very solemnly, after
my having given way to a fit of passion with my brother Charley. He
said, " John, if you go on this way, I shall think you ate like Cain, who
murdered his brother Abel.. Every time you get into this way it ismurder; for God looks to the heart." This remark made me cry to God
to make me like good Abel, and deliver me ftom the wicked spirit of
Cain. Often I used to promise God I would do so no more; but,
directly ·after these. promises were made, God always showed me how
black and bad my heart was, by leaving me alone, as it were, to my own
strength j for, as sure as I promised to do better, I always did worse.
One day, my brother said to me, " Johnny, it is a secret I know and
you do not that makes the difference between your religion and mine."
"0, Samuel," I said, "do pray tell it to me,': . " No," he replied,
" I,can't; God must tell it to you." "Perhaps," I said, " our mother •
told you." "No," he answered, " God told me j and if ever God 'tells
it to you, he will S]:lOW you that the secret is wrapped up in tli~t one
name-Jesus. You know something of sin, but you know nothmg of
Jesus."
A few days after this conversation, I was at play with my brother
Charles; and, before long, a dispute arose about a bit of string. We
both were angry; but I, ever the most in fault, lifted up' my hand and
struck him a blow. ~ Oh, the h6rror that came over me when I had done
this no words can tell. The thought rushed into my mind, "I am a
murderer-I am like Cain. God never loved Cain. God cannot love
Ine. I 'shall'go to hell for all my sins." I tried to express to my brother,
. who w'as generous and forgiving, how sorry I was. "Never mind,".he
said, "I beat you last week; I don't care al>out a thump." B':lt I did i
.
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I felt I had sinned against God. I ran to my room-I threw myself
upon my knees-I wept aloud, but could not pray. I then sought for
- my eldest brother. "Samuel," I said, " I am undone. I 'must go to
hell. } am another Cain•. I have just struck Charley such a blow, and
with such spite in my heart, that I am sure I can never be forgiven."
Samuel was reading when I ran into the room. He laid down his book,
and listened to all I said; and then answered, " The blood of Jesus
Christ, his Son, cleanseth from all sin." These words fell into my heart
with a feeling I never knew before;. they seemed to drop from heaven
into my soul. I spake not a word, but went back into my own room,
where I was glad to pour out my hea~t 'before God-. I felt I had got the
secret Samuel told me of; for Jesus' blood seemed to sweep away all my
sin, and I loved him for pardoning such a wicked child. I feel persuaded
no grown-up person ever realized, more clearly or sweetly, the blessedness of pardon, and the shedding abroad the love of God in the soul,
than I did that day, a little feJlow of six years old. I can say with the
hymn truly101'

" :Many years bave pass'd since then;
Many changes have I seen;
Yet have been upheld till nowWho. could hold me up but thou?"

I have travelled since then all the world over. I have preached thousands
of sermons, and have been kept by divine grace in the ways of truth; yet
I feel my need of these words, "the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son,
cleanseth from, all sin," as much this day as I did when they were applied first to my heart.
Little reader, I have penned these few recollections for you: Born
into this world with a bad heart, full of vile tempers and evil thoughts,
you must be born again, or you cannot enter the kingdom of God. The
unchanged heart can never enter heaven. But <tll God's lambs-that is,
such of the young whom he loves and means to· save-shall be given a
new heart, wherewith th'ey shall love him, have the pardon of all their
black sins; and, when they die', shall be gathered by the Good Shepherd,
Jesus Christ, into the fold of glory, to be happy with him for ever and evcr.
[WHAT a precious'testimony! so simple, yet sweet and sa\'oury! Tbe tear rushed to
the eye whilst reading it-why? Personal participation! The pirit, the Remembrancer, leading back the mind to youth-yea, childbood, and a]mo t infancycoupling therewith the affectionate, but most truthful, testimonies and admonition of
dear, dear parents now in heaven! ·We are living witnesses of the benefit of not'
" shunning to declare the whole "ounsel of God," ·even to chi/drm! In our, own
case-we speak it to his glory-so early did conviction seize tbe mind, as the fruit
.and effect of such truthful, scriptural. teaching, that, strange as it may appear, "e
have no recollection of any period in our lives when we did not feel tbe danger to
whicb we were exposed as a sinner-the wrath which hung over us-tbe hard heart we
possessed-the new heart of which we stood in need. "Give me a new heart, " was
almost our infantile-cry; and yet, as dear Hart says, so we found it"We pray to be new-born,
Y et know not what we mean,"
We bless God 'for the precious testimony before us. We know not who the individual is. Doubtless his precious, heart-stirring narrative will arouse the indignation of the devil, who, as in the instance of that precious piece, " Nothing to
Pay," will induce'his Arminian votaries to say all sorts of hard things about such a
testimony. But God forbid that it should influence us. We cannoc':-we dare notsuppress it. 'We cheerfully, gratefully send it forth to the world, not for one moment
questioning the fact, that God will work with it and by it to his own everlasting
pi'aise and glory; to which we .add our hearty" Amen";"'so be it, Lord! "
.
TIrE EDITOR.]
:Jfonday Morning, Dec. 15, 1851.
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PORTItAIT AND EXTRACTS FROM THE LIFE OF THE
LATE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE, M.A.
THROUGlf the kindness of one of our correspondents, we are enabled fo
furnish. our readers with a portrait of this truly great man, whose" praise
is in all the churches" where free grace is a welcqme theme. Nothing
that we may say can add to the esteem in which his memory is held.
Jehova!:). has declared, " He will not leave himself without witness; '~ and
JOHN BERRIDGE was one of those-shall we say it ?-by which apostolic
succession was maintained. Apostolic succession! what do we mea,n?'
The handing from Peter to the Pope, and from the Pope to the Cardinal,
and from the Cardinal to the Bishop, and from the Bishop to the Priest,
age after age, and generation after generation, in one unbroken link, an
authority to preach, an authority to pardon, an authority to consign their
fellow·men to perdition, or to liberate them from perdition? Is this
what we mean by apostolic succession? Nay, nay! God forbid that we
should take part in any such blasphemous intrigue against the prerogative
of the Majesty of heaven I By apostolic succession we mean-what
every Spirit-taught soul means-the outpouring, in their humble measure and degree, of the same Spirit of d,ivine light, and lo~e, and liberty
with which the apostles were endowe'd; sa that; be he lettered or unlettered-rich or poor-:Episcopalian- or non-Episcopalian-destined to
preac~ in a cathedral or a barn-the man thus imbued with the Spirit
maintains the true apostolic succession, by " preaching Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but
unto them .which are called, both :Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
'God and the wisdom of God."
Annexed are some extracts from the Life in qu~stion.
The Rev. John Berridge was the eldest son of John Berridge, a respectable and
wealthy farmer and grazier, residing at Kingston, in Nottinghamshire. He was born
at Kingston, March 1, 1716, and spent the early years of his life chiefly with an aunt _
at Nottingham, where he also reeeived an education suitable to the life 'he was intended
for; viz., that of his father's business. "A man's heart deviseth hisway,.butthe- Lord,
directeth his steps." So it proved in this case; for, notwithstanding the pains bestQwed.
on him by his father, he seemed to be quite unable to form a correct judgment of the
value of cattle. This inaptitude to business, joined to his early impressions on relig-ion,
at last determined his father to send him to college, "in order," -as_he joeosely,-bl1t
unthinkingly, said, "that he might be a light to lighten the Gentiles." This word,
spoken in j est, was indeed marvell ousJy true in his after life.
Berridge most readily fell in with his father's plan of sending him to college; and
in his nineteenth year he entered at Clare Hall, Cambridge, on October 28, 1734, and
took the degree of B.A. in 1738, and of M.A. in 1742. He pursued his studies with
great eagerness, and attained much reputatiou as a scholar of great human learning,.
and became a Fellow of his College. His learning, joined to a great vein of humour,
caused his company to be much sought for; and as " evil communications corrupt good
manners," it is no marvel that his religious impressions soon wore" off. He, at this
time, even fell into Socinian views; i. e., denying the eternal Divinity of Christ; and
also for ten years neglected private prayer, with the exception of a few short occasional
intervals, when his conscience accused him, and he sighed out, "Oh, that it were with
me as in years past!" At the end of this time he returned to his former religious sentiments, perceiving that these Socinian views not only lessened God the Son in his
, esteem, but God the Father also; and tended' to promote no higher morality than what
agreed with all the maxims and pleasures of the present world. This revival, 11.Owever,
of his former views, and mode of religious life, was but little, if any, better than a
Pharisaic form of godliness, whilst he denied the power thereof.
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1)oon after, having a strong,desire to exercise his ministry, he took the, Clll'acy of
-Btapleford, five milcs from Cambridg'e, which he served for six years, and was then presented by his college to the vicarage of 'Everton, on the 7th of July, 1755.
{
In a letter written July 3,1758, and therefore about three years after he came to
Everton, and which was shortly aner the remarkable change in his preachillg, he writes
as follows :-" When -I was about the age of fourteen, God was pleased t'? show me
that I was a sinner, and that I must be born again before I could enter into hi~ kingdom.
Accordingly, I betook myself to reading, praying, an,l watching; a.nd was
enabled hereby to make some p·r.ogress in sanctification. In this manner I went on,
though not always with the same diligence, till about a year ago. I thought m~self in
the right way to heaven, though as yet I was wholly out of the way; and imagining I
was travelling towards Sion, though J had never yet set my flOe thithe·rwards. Indeed,
God would have shown 'me that I was wrong,_ by not owning my ministry; but I paid
no regard to this for a long -time., imputing my want of S}lopeSS 'to the naughty hearts
, of rriy hearer.s, and not to my own. i,Jaughty doctrine.
' ,
(, You may ask, perhaps, what was my doctrine? . Why, 4ear Sir, it was the doctrine
that every man will naturally h.old w-hilst, he contjnues in an unregenerate state; viz.,
that we 'are to be justified partly by our faith, and partly by our works. This d'octrine
I preached for six years at a curacy which I served from college; and though I took
some extraordinary pains, and pressed sanctification upon them very earnestly, yet they
continued as unsanctified.as before, and not one soul waS 1Jrought to Christ. There
was, indeed, a little more of the form of religion in the parish, but not a whit more of
the power. At length I removed to Everton, where I have lived altogether. Here,
again, I pressed sanctification and regeneration as vigorously <\s I could; but finding
no success, after two year.s' preaching in this nHJJner, I began to be discouraged; and
now some secret misgiving arose in my mind, that J was .not right JllYkelf. (This hap- .
pen,ed about Christmas' last). Those misgivings grew stronger, and at last very
painful. Being then under great doubts, I cried unto the Lord very earnestly; 'Lord,
if I am right, keep me so; if I am not right, make me SQ. Lead me to the knowledge
of the truth as it is in Jesus.' After about ten days' crying unto the Lord, he was
pleased to returll an answer to my prayers, and in the following wonderful manner : As I was sitting in my house one morning, aud musing upon a text of Scripture, the
following words were darted into my milid with wonderful power, and seemed, indeed,
like a voice from heaven; viz., 'Cease from thine own works.' Before I heard these
words, my miud was in a very unusual calm; but as soon as I heard them, my soul was'
in a tempest directly, an.d tears flowed from my eyes like a tor~ent. The scales fell
from my eyes immediately, 'md' I now clearly saw the rock I had been splitting on for
.
.
.
.J
nearlY thirty years.
'! Do you ask what this rock was?
Why, it was some secret reliance on my own
works for salvation. I had hoped to be saved partly in my own name, and partly
. in Christ's name; though I am told there is salvation in no other name, except in the
name of Jesus Christ (Acts iv. 12). I had hoped to be saved partly through my own
works, and partly through Christ's mercies; though I am told we are saved by
grace, throug.h faith, and not of works (Eph. ii. 7, 8). I had hoped to make myself
acceptable to God, partly through my own good works, though we are told that,we are
. ' .
accepted th).'ough the Beloved (Eph.,i. 6). .
"And now ll)t me point out to you the grand delnsion which had liked to have ruined
my soul. I saw very early something of the unholiness of my nature, and the necessity
of being born again. Accordingly I watched, prayed, and fasted too, thinking to
purify my hea1:t by these means, whereas' it can only be purified by faith (Acts xv. 9).
Watching, praying, and fasting, a,re necessary duties; but I, like many others, placed
some secret reliances on them, thinking they were to do that for me-in part, at least'which Chl'ist only could. The truth is, though I saw myself to be a sinner, anp. ~
great sinner, yet,I did not see myself an utterly lost sinner, and therefore I could not
come. to Jesus Christ alone to save me; I despised the doctrine of justification by faith
alone, 100J>ing on it as a foolish and dangerous doctrine. I was not yet stripped of all
my right§ollsnees-could not consider it as filthy rags; and ther§fore I went about to
establisha,l'ighteousness of my own, and did not submit to the rig4teousness of God by
faith (Rom. x, 3). I did not seek after righteousness through faith, b:ut, as it were, by the
works of the law., Thus I stumbled and fell (Rom. ix, 31, 32-). In short, to u~e a homely
similitude, I put the justice of God into one scale, and as l1}any"good works of my own
as I c01l1d into the other; and wh~n I found, as l always did,l,iyown good works not to
be a balance'to the Divine justice, I then thl'ew,in Christ a§ a ,malfe-weight. And this
everyone really does who hopes for salvi\!\Ol1 partly by-doing what he can for hilnself,
'
and relying on Christ for the rest,
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"But, dear Sir, Christ will either be a whole Saviour, or none at all. And_ if you
think you have any good service of your own to recommend you unto God, you are
certainly without any interest in Christ; be you ever so sober, serious, just, and
devout, you are still mider the 'curse of God, as I was, and knew it not, provided you
have any allowed reliance on your own works, and think they are to do something for
you, and Christ to do the rest."

In reference to his ministry, he proceeds, in the same Jetter, to say" As soon as God had opened my own eyes, and showed me the true way to salvation,
I began immeaiately to preach it. And now I dealt with my hearers in a very different
manner from what I had used to do. I told them, very plainly, thilt they were children
of wrath, and under the curse of God, though· they knew it not; and that none but
Jesus Christ could deliver them from that curse. I asked them if they had ever broken
the law of God once, in thought, word, or deed. If they had, they were then under
the curse; for it is written, ' Cursed is eVeryone that continueth not in all the things
that ,are written ill the book of the law to do them.' And again, 'He that keepeth the
whole law, and yet offendeth in one point, is guilty of all.' If, indeed, we could keep
the whole law, without offendilJg ill one point; if we had done, and continued to do, all
the things in God',; law, then, indeed, we lllight lay claim to eternal life on the gcore of
our own works. But who is suflicient for these things? .If we break God's law, we
immediately fall qndet the 9urse of it, and none can deliver us from this curse but
Jesus Christ; there is an end, for ever after, of any justification from our own works.
No future good behaviour can make any atonement for past miscarriages. If I keep
all God's laws to-day, this is no amends for brea~ing them yesterday; if I behave
peaceably tomy neighbour this day, it is no satisfaction for having broken his head
ye'sterday. If, therefore, I am once under the curse of God, for having broken God's
law, I can never after do anything, of myself, to deliver me from this curse. I may
then cry out, '0 wretched man that Illm, who shall deliver me from this body of sin ?'
and find none able to deliver but Jesljs Christ (Rom. vii. 23-25). S,o that if I am
once a sinner, nQthing but the blood 'of Jesus Christ can cleanse me frcm sin. All my
hopes are then in him, and -I must fly to him as the only refuge set before me. In this
manner, dear Sir, I preached, and do preach, to my tlock, labouring to beat down selfrighteousness; labouring to show them that they were all in a lost and perishing state,
and that nothing could recover them out of' this state, and make them children of' God,
but faith in the Lord J egus C]Jrist. And now see the consequence; this was strange
doctrine to my hearers; they were surprised, alarmed, and vexed. The old man, the
carnal nature, was stirred up, and railed, and opposed the truth. However, the minds
of' most were seized with some convictions, and the hearts of' some were truly broken
for sin, so that they came to me as those mentioned in the A~ts, thoroughly pricked to the heart, and crying out, with strong and bitter cries, "Yhat must we do to be sav.ed?'
I then laid the promises before them, and told them, if they f~und themselves under the
curse, Christ was ready to deliver them from it; if' they were rel'lly weary and heavyladen, Christ would give -them rest; if their hearts were broken for sin, and they would
look unto Christ, he would heal them. I exhorted them also to thank God for these
convictions, assurllJg them it w"s a token of good to their SOllls.- For God must first
smite the heart bef'ore he can heal it (Isa. xix. 22). I generally found that they received comfort from the promises; ana, though they complained much of the burden
of sin, and of' an evil heart of unbelief', yet they always went away refreshed and comforted. Many have come to me in this manner, and more are continually coming;
and thongh some fall off from their first convictions, yet others cleave stedfastly unto
the Lont They begin to rejoice in him, and to love him; they love his word, and
meditate mllch upon it; they exercise themselves in prayer, "nel adorn their profession
by a suitable life and conversation.
" And now let me make one reflection. I preacheq. up sanctification very earnestly
for six years, in a former parish, and never brought one soul to Christ. 1 did the same at this parish for two years, without any success at all ; -pnt as soon as ever I preached
Jesus Christ, and faith in his blood, then believers were added to the church continually; then p~ople flocke_d from all parts to hear the glorioqs sound of the gospel, some
coming six miles, others eight, and others ten, and that constantly.
I' And now, let me ask, Wh"t is the reI' son why my ministry was not blessed, when I
preached up salvation partly by faith, and partly by works? It is becapse this doctrine
is not of God; and he will prosper no minister.8 but such as preach salvation in his own
appointe.d Way-\iz., by fajth in ;resus Christ."
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We calmot close these extracts without adding the following.:After he had preached for two or three Sundays in accordance with the new teach~ng
he had receiyed, he was confirmed in his opinion that the'work was of God, by a VISIt
from one of his parishioners. On being introduced, "Well, Sarah," .said he. She
replied, "Well? Not so well, I fear." "Why, what is the matter, Sarah?"
" Matter, I don't know what's the matter-these new sermons-I find we are all to be
kstnow; I can neither eat, drink, nor sleep; I don't know what's to become of me."
Similar visits to this followed in great numbers. He bumf all his old sermons; and
then, at first, he wrote his new sermons before preaching .them, but ~ ,circumstance
occurred which led him to extempore preaching.. He was asked' to preach a c1ubsermon on a Monday, at a village, a few miles from Everton, but was preveut~d the
week previous from writing a sermon for this occasion, by reason of his time belllg so
much occupied with persons calling tp see 'him who were under concern for their souls..
So at first, he thought, as it was a strange place, he would re-preach. one of his recent
sermons, but was ptevented fro.m so doing by finding that some of hIS regular congregation were going to hear him. He then tried to .write a sermon on the Monday
morning, purposing to make it short, comforting himself that the congregation would
be but small; but in this again he was prevented. He found the congregation to be a
very large one, and that most of the neighbouring clergy were present, and was ~orced
to preach extempore, as he had no sermon with him; but this was with w much hberty
to himself, and acceptance to the people, that from henceforth he ga,e up writing his
sermons.

He gives the following account in one of his letters ; "On Monday last,l went to Sltelford, foul' miles from Camhridge, nearly twenty from
Everton. The journey-made me quite ill; being so weary with riding, that I was.
- obliged to walk part of the way. 'When I came thither, a table was set for me on the
common, and, to my great surprise, found nearly ten thousand people round it, amor.g
whom were many gown~men from Cambridge. I was hardly able to stand on my feet,
and extremely hoarse Wlth a cold. When I lifted up my foot, to get on the table, a
horrible dread overwhelmed me; but the moment I was fixed thereon, I seemed as
unconcerned as a statue. 1 gave out my text (Gal. iii. 10,11), and made a pause, to
think of something pretty .to set off with, but the Lord so confounded me (as indeed
it wa~ meet, for I wa~ seeking not his glory, but my own), that I was in a per.fect
labYrlnth; and found, If I dId not begin immediately, I must go down without speakmg.
So I broke out with the first word that occurred, not knowing whether I sllOuld be able
,to. add any more. Then the Lord opened my moutli, enabling 'me to speak nearly an
hour, without any kind 9f perplexity; and so loud, that everyone might hear. The
audience behaved with great decency. . Wlien the· sermon was over, I found
mysel.f so cool and easy, so cheerful in spirit, and. wonderfully strengthened in body, I
wentInto a house, and spoke nearly an hour, to about two hundred people; III the
morning I preached again to about a thousand." .
His preaching continued for many years of an Arminian strain; but in the midst of
his usefulness he was entirely kept from preaching for manymonrhs, through a nervous
fever. Against this (to him a mysterious dispensation) he strongly rebelled at first,
but was at length taught a most useful lesson-viz., that God has no need of man. In
this school of affliction it was that his views of divine truth became more scriptural,
and .therefore. mor~ Calvinistic. His great aim was to lay the creature low, and eo;alt
Chnst; and If tillS be Calvinistic, he was not ashamed to bear the reproach of beLDg
called one. "He·has taua-ht me (wrote Berrida-e) to labour for him more cheerfully,
and to loath~ myself mo;'e heartily than I co;ld before. I see myself nothing, an.d
feel myself VIle, and hide my head, ashamed of all my sorry services. I want hIS
fountalll every day, his intercession every moment; and would not give a groat for the
broadest fig-leaves or the brightest human rags to cover me. A robe I must have of
one whole piece-broad ·as the law, spotless as the light, and richer than an angel ever
wore-the robe of Jesus. And when the elder Brother's raiment is put on me, good
Isaac .will.receive and bless' the lying varlet J acob."
His mode of preaching- was essentially practical, as he sought not merely to inform
the hea~, but to affect the heart, and to lead his hearers to self-inquiry how the matter
stood WIth them. His style was also homely without being vulgar. For instance,
once, when speaking on pride, he gave ~n illustration which would at once come home
to a country congregation. He said, " Have not some of you, when you have ploughed
~ furrow, looked back, and observing it weU done, proudly said, ' There is not a man
In the parIsh who can plough a bettGr furrow thanthis ? '" A ploughman present had
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, actually used these words; and, on hearing a furtber description of pride, .with its
,awful consequences, was.savingly convinced of sin. On another occasioR,·when speaking of envy, he referred to the risings of this evil in his own heart, after he had heard
of a. preacher being acceptable to his congregation during his absence;
He necessarily met with great opposition, not 'only for his faithful preaching the
gospel of Christ, but because of his doing so in other parishes, both in barns and in
the open·air. .On one roccasion, the bishop, who had sent for him, told him it was
against the canons; but Berridge replied, there is one canon which says, "'00 preach
the gospel to every creature." He did not, however, think .that every minister was
necessarily called to follow his example; but in his own case, he. had no dpnbt of its'
being the Lord's will that he should thus labour; and it will appear by the following
extraCt to whom he ascribed his deliverance :'.
" By birth and" education I am both a Churchman and a Dissenter-I love both,
and could be either-and wish real gospel ministers of every denomination, who love
the truth; would embrace one another; and though I. do think the best Christianity
was found before Establishments began, and that usually there an~ more true ministers
at present out of'an Establishment than in it, and that Establishments of all descriptions are commonly for intolerant spirits, and' draw in. shoals of hirelings by their
loayes and fishes;"yet· I am very thankful for an Establishment which affords -me a
1i,.eaching-house and an eating-house without clapping a padlock on my lips, or a fetter'
on my foot. However, J am not indebted to the mercy of Church canons, or Church
. governors, for itinerant liberty, but to the secret overruling.providence of Jesus, which
rescued me at various times trom.the claws of a Church commissary, an archdeacon,
and a bishop, and kept up my heart by a frequent application of these words, ' They
shall·fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee to
deliver thee, saith the Lord' (J er. i. 9)."
- .
His earthly tabernacle had long been a frail one, being subject to. a nervous fever
every summer, which caused, for the time, .great depress50n of spirits. These illne-sses
he viewed as a needful furnace, that he might be reminded Of what he was, ilnd al~o of
the Lord's great compassion in supporting and delivering him. He spake but little'
during his last illness; but what he did say was in .terms of gratitude for the rich.support he experience.d in the prospect o~ eternity. ,He felt the stability of the rock on
which he had been long resting bis hope of heaven; arid ~hile speaking of the excellency and preqiousness of the Saviour, he s.aid, in. a very emphatic manner, ." What
should I do'now, if I had no better foundation to rest upon than what Dr. Priestly
(who was a Socinian) points .out?" His curate, who attended him during' his last
hours, said to him, " Sir, the Lord has enabled you to fig'ht a good fight, and to fin.ish
a truly glorious course." He answered, " Blessed be his holy nam'e for it." He also
said to him, "Jesus will soon call you up higher." He replied, "Ay, ay, ay; higher,
higher, higher." He once exclaimed, " Yes, and my children too will shout and sing,
I Here comes our father I ' "
,
.
., , The' Rev. Charles SimeQn, of Ki~g's College, Cambridge, preached his funeral
sermon from 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. The followinO' epitaph was written by Berridge himself
during his life, leaving a vacant sprlCe for th"e time of his death to he inserted i"":;
HERE LIE

The earthly remains of
J 0 H N B ERR I DOE,.
iATE' VICAR

OF

EVERTO~

And an Itinerant Se.rvant of Jesus Christ,
Who loved his Master and his ,Vork ;
And, after running on His errands many years,
Wa~ called up to wait on Him above.
READER,

Art thou born again?
No salvation without a new birth!
I was born ~in:. sin, Febr.uary, 1716.
Remained ignorant of my fallen state till 1730.
Lived proudly on Faith and Works for Salvation till 1754.
Admitted to Everton Vicarage, 1755.
Fled to Jesus alone for Refuge, 1756.
Fell asleep in Christ,. January. 22, 1793.

The Life (from which the foregoing extracts are taken) is prefi~ed to
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his truly characteristi<;: work, "The Christian World Unmasked." ·Space.
forbids enlargement in our present number. We hope to return to it at
an early day. Meanwhile, we cannot but express our heartfelt pleasure
at such a work being re~cued from comparative gbliviou,-in order that
Berridge, " being dead yet speaketh," protestiug against the flimsy garb
in which the vast JIlajority of the religionists of the day are wont to
enwrap themselves,
'
TfIE EDITOR.

ORIGINAL LETTERS FRQM ON'E WHQ FELL ASLEEP IN
JESUS, JAN. 9, 1850.
June, 1834.

My

DEAR

,

I know and feel I can only describe to you the peaoe and joy of my
soul as the blessed Spirit shall descend upon me; and, I assure you, the
language of yours this morning met with a similar witness in my own
soul, for I could tru1¥ say, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul;" and just before
I received it, the. word was while feeling "as one whom his mother
, comforteth, so will I comfort you j" and I am sure the sympathy He
manifests towards us both
" Is such as tender paren ts feel;
He knows our feeble frame."

And He has afforded me his hourly presence, which is salvation. Last
evening, especially, He descended upon us, while reading the first four
chapters of the 2nd of Corinthians. It is the blessed Spirit quickeneth
life; and by it our souls were tUl'ned round to the Lql'd, and Wl'l were no
longer outer-court worshippers. What a great mercy that ou?' visits are
done away in Christ! And when we think of each other, in Him, gazing
at, Him with open face, we--are changed, as from glory to glory j for the
very rich grace we are called to partake of, in Him, is in us, for as He js,
so are we in this world. May I feel more the working of it, and see
grace in myself answerable to grace in Him j for
" The more this glory strikes my eye,
The hllmbler I shall lie."

Well might He say to poor Martha, "If thou wouldst beliefJe, thou shalt
see the glory of God "-not glory as an attribute of my nature, but glory
given me of my Father for my members on earth, and acti,e working
llower at the command of faith. She was only to see a small portion of
it, to raise her dead brother, compai'ed to what we now see, as He now
lives and works as the Lord and Christ of His Churcb (Acts ii. 36).
How sweet the word, "The glory thou hast given me I have given
them, that they all may be one, as we are one." May the Spirit breathe
when you read, as He i& doing now I am writing, and we shall soon feel
that, though. absent in pody, we are present in spirit with each other and
our Hea:d, and that we are no longer twain, but one flesh., In Christ we
have lost our personality.
" 'Tis not we, but He, is seen,
When we approach to God." .

"
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And because He is ever appearing before the Father, we truly f©eI that we
are a people near unto !Iim.
. I know you have been thinking of me to-day, and believe. y(m have
been praying for me, that my faith fail not, for I seem to have little to
ten you 'of, except the mercy' and goO(h1eSS of my Lord. This morning
I heard His voice saying to the soul, " Come in, thou blessed of the Lord;
wh~refore stangest thou without?" Ana believing my B()loved spake to
..
me, it cheered again my drooping faith.
This 1110rning, Mrs. W-- and I read the 49th and 50th chapters of
. Isaiah, .and were much blessed in the thought of the walls of Zion always
being in sight of Christ, in connection with the last three verses of the
2nd <if Ephesians, "£tly framed together, and groweth into a holy."
temple." There I saw all t1:).e members, each in their place, united together by th(;) unction which supplieth every joint. I should love to be '
with you and my dear friends in the Spirit; but I cannot ten you J am
unhappy, fQr 1 do feel Jesus is with me, and my mind at perfect peace,
stayeq upon Him. I feel stronger it! body than when you left, and my
cough is better to-day; but I can sit bllt little in the open air, without
" .
being f:old.

-.

*

•

•

•

*

•

I must close my j but especially ask you not to forget me·at a
throne of grace j for, though I have been upheld till now, I am made to
feel it is all of sovereign grace, for I am as the dry and parched ground,
without the conti-nuaJ coming down of the living One from .heaven.
Isaiah xlix. 9, 10, is a precious po-rtion, and just suits my state at this
time. I believe you have fed in the ways to-day, and so hav,e I, though
without fhevi8ible ordinance. That you may be kept very near to Him
till I see you again, is the prayer of
Your
tI!
?

*

*

SUSAN.

Sabbath Day, Feb. H~ 1836.
I want to spend a part of th,is day in writing of my dear J,ord flI!(l
Saviour -1 esus Christ, whQ has had so much mercy on so vile 1j, sinner as
me. His afflicting hand has been upon my body now f0rSolPe months,
and many, many Sabbaths I have been called to spend at home in retirement-not in much pain, but from great debility and weakness. But the
Lord 'has been my stay and my' strength in' every time of need. Oh,
that His Spirit may shine upon me, to enable me to record His loving·.
kindness and tender mercy towards me! I dare not ask Him scarcely to
show me. the end of His ~ensations towards me, so trying and contrary
'
to the will of my flesh. Oft I am brought to say, He has
" Cross'd all the fair designs I schemed;
Blasted my gourds, and laid me low."

Sometimes I encourage a hope that He will one day~hear ~y request and
. -grant 111e my desire ;1;>ut then, again, I am obliged to say, " His way is
in the sea, and His footsteps are not known;" and thou art teaching me
now, by bitter processes, 'what it is to " stand still, and see the salvation
of God." And for this I want continual power. Oh, that I could leave
my covenant Ood to be "His own interpreter," "and 'He will make it
.. plain! H mesh and blood are my two greatest enemies j this Amalej{

, ..

44

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

within is a sw01;n foe against the throne of God in my soul-it is always
saying, " I will not have this new man to reign over me." It cannot
beai· to ma~ntain the warfare with the living Christ-with ONE wh@ has
power to corttrQl every movement of the soul. It is only- for-l-lis voice,
which is powerful to be heard, and even the8_e boiste1'ous w-aves- 'VITHIN
must obey Him. Many times, in comparative ignorance of God, have I
said, " Cwcify this flesh, with its affections and lusts;" but I seem to be
just learning what it is to believe on Him w~om ,cod hath sent-not
merely come into His own flesh, to bleed_and die, but on Him as He hath
come into my flesh to maintain the warfare and fight within. Yes, this
soul-strengtl1ening view of Him bi'ings me to worship Him in His present
character townrds the Church, ,as the Head of sustenance and life. It is
only as He sheds forth His resurrection-power and life within; that I am
strong. God has done mu.ch for me in giving me His Son~ but now I
daily want the Spirit of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I know
He lives within at all times, but I cannot see the mystery and glory of
this mysterious GOD IN ME, only as He draws aside the veil. The same
thing is true in Him and in me. God, in very deed, dwells in man upon
the earth; and I know something of tbe sweetness of the witne sing
Spirit to Christ within. It is the office of the Holy Ghost to show Christ,
in all His glory, to the soul; so it must be through Him alone that communion can be maintained with the water 'and the blood that flow from
Him. This constant cleansing efficacy, by the VITord spoken, I must
realize, witnessing to the blood as taking away all sin, keeping the conscience tender, and the perception quick, to see sin when committed, that
guilt may never be allowed to accumulate upon the conscience, 0 as to
prevent the free infiowing of the life from the centre 0 the heart of Christ.
Out of His fulness I am to receive, and" grace for grace." This, this,
this is the aim of my faith, to know the meaning of what it is for the
"Father to dwell ih Christ, and Christ to dwell in me, and commuuion to
be. maintained with each, through the Spirit; "for if Christ be in you, the
body is dead, because of sin; but the Spirit is life, because of righteous:"
ness." I long to feel this body more deadened, by the inflowing of the
Spirit. It causes me often to cry out, "My enemies are strong and
lively;" and nothing will subdue-and keep under but a fuin belief in the
strong working of God (Col. ii. 12). For grace shall reign, and Satan
knows it; therefore he is so enraged against Christ, in His saints the
~ope and earnest of glory.
U <I.,'.

(To be continued.).

JESUS AS PROPHET, PRIEST, A 'D KI G.
V AltIOUS are the enemies with wbich the Lord's people have to contend:
the three great snares by which they are surrounded produce, being the
roots, the tria1s of all shapes-and characters, which decoy, deceive, and
harass Spirit-born souls. What a host of foes, to the spiritual mind,
does the world present! often fascinating and deceiving, decoying by its
blandishments those whose hearts should be where their treasure is ;

JESUS AS l'IWPlIE'r,

p~mST,

AND KING.
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Satan, the agent of all that is evil, working with all things with subtle
device, to tempt, and, ifpossible, destroy. But the greater en,emy is self,
or flesh. Here the world finds a willing associate, and the prince of the
world 'an easy prey•. The fleshly mind loves the world and the things of
the world. Satan works upon the fleshly corruptions and propensities.
Neither the world nor the devil would allure, were not the flesh in unison
with everything that is opposed to the Spirit of holiriess. The great
master-piece of flesh is self, the main-spring of which is self-love, from
whicwemanates a multifarious group of self-acting principles. Selfgratification, springing from self-love, is the root of innumerable branches,
which cannot be specified.
Self-glory, self-conceit, self-satisfaction,
self-applause, self-seeking, self-interest, are some of the progeny;
in short, self foremost is the great bane of all that is spiritual. Thus,
frequently, is the "fountain of living waters" forsaken by the Lord's
peOple, when met together, by this intruding idol, who pushes, or inadvertently comes, into the company; spiritual profit is lost, and, on separation, no one is satisfied but the self-speaker, or talker. of self. May
the self-glorier and the self-groaner be taken out of this miserable clog,
to look unto Jesus, run from self into that eternal refuge, where sinners
'are received and boasting excluded, _and" let him that glorieth glory only
'
in the Lord."
It is the sight of self, in which dwelleth sin, that makes Him so precious who came to save his people from their sins; apd the Spirit-taught
reader,if self-loathing, will gladly turn from this body of death, to contemplate that precious gift to fallen man-that blessed fountain for sin
and ,uncleanness':"'that earth-weaning, heaveply treasure, Jesus, our
Prophet, Priest, and King. This threefold character of our Lord has
arrested the attention under an aspect that i.s not generally received.
With all but God alon~ there are the past, the present, ~nd the future.
The Old Testament saints, they looked back to the promises-they lived
under the dispensation Cif types and shadows of good things to come, and
died in faith, anticipating the future fulfilment of that which, they could
not see. The New Testament saints advanced further in the glories of
ndempti.on. Were not many all expectation that the shadows were
fleeing away? Were they not looking for the promised Messiah, of whom
the fathers had prophesied? And when the Babe was'born in Bethlehem,
were there not many rejoicing hearts? And one said, "Lord, now lettest
-thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people j a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel." These, t-oo, were looking at the past, but rejoicing in the present,
and r-riore inclined to leave those things which were behind, and press
forward. Now, what is the position of the latter-day. saints-not the
Mormonites, but all who have believed in Jesus, from the time he finished
the work on Calvary's- mount the Fatl~er gave him to do? W:hat was
present to ,old Simeon, and those w..ho followed, is past to the succeeding
generations.
And now we are brought to the proposed contemplation of our blessed
Lord, as Prophet, Priest, and King-the past, the present, and the
future. Here the mind seems arrested with the vast importance of the
subject. 'The wonders of redee)iling love-the marvellous acts of the
Spirit-the glories of that 'which is to come, no mortal pen can ever
enter into.

46

THE GOSPEL' MAGAZINE.

It is apparent that Jesus was neither Priest nor King at his advent. He
came, according to eternal purpose, in the fulness of time (Gal. iv. 4),
to fulfil (Matt. v. 17,) and abolish the sacrificial and ceremonial law.
He came to bring in a, better covenant than that of works-to heal the
sick, and preach the gospel to the poor (Luke xiii. 22)-" to proclaim
peace on earth, good-will toward men "-" to preach the acceptable year
of the Lord" (Luke iv. 17-21)-to te[\ch more clearly the high way of,
holiness-to bring in a better righteousness than that to which corrupt
man can attain under the law of works. He fulfilled every jot and
tittle of the law, and then offered himself as the sacrifice for sin once for
all. He was not a Priest on earth, seeing the priests were ordained
accurding to the law. Heb. viii. 4, and Heb. vii., plainly elucidate this
truth. But Jesus, through death, entered into the holiest within the
veil, and ever liveth a High Priest to make intercession for us. Is it not
blessed to view our precious Lord in this position-ever in the presence
of the Father as the- Surety, Intercessor, Advocate, Representa~ive,
SecuTity of his Church? He never. has reigned as King, though some
say he reigns in the he,arts of his people. No;" Chri t is formed in
them the hope of glory." They are enlisted under his banner of love.
But the present is the dispensation of the Spirit, whom Jesus sent after
he ascended. He will come the second time, without sin, unto salvation,
and take unto himself his great power, and reign with his redeemed in the
kingdom prepared for them to inherit from the foundation of the world
(Matt. xxv. 34). The soul feels an unctuous comforting from this view
-our Jesus, touched with a feeling of our infirmities, ever living our
High Priest~expectingto reign with him, and be with him for ever. It
is blessed to be taken from self, and nestle in the heart of Je us j and
this is the antidote for all earth-trouble-this wean from all idolatry.
The more we see of Jesus, the greater the desire to be like him, and the
wish to be with him; the more we think of him, the less we think of and
esteem self.
- These cursory reilections are offered for the pages of the dear old
" Gospel Magazine," for the approaching year of 1852, with love to the
brethren and sisters in covenant union, and sincere heart-greetings to
them and our dear Editor, who, we trust, is borne upon the heart of the
Spirit-taught family, and that we may, with one heart, praise our glorious
High Priest for the past mercies vouchsafed to him, and pray for the continuance of his supporting love, for the truth's sake;
A RECLU E,
Dec. 11th, 1851.

DR. GILL'S GOMMENTARY.-OUR PRINTING SCHOOL AND
PROGRESS.
THROUGH the goodn~ss ana mercy of our God-for we are bound to' trace
it all up to Him-we despatched the first supply of our Fir t Part, or
Quarter Volume, to London on the 23rd ult. In order to put our readers
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generally in possession of the simple facts, we perhaps cannot do better
than quote our remarks on the cover of the Werk itself:"TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND CORRESPONIlENTS.
"IN presenting this-his first Monthly Part, or Quarter-Volume of IJr. Gi,ll's
Commentary, to the Subscribers, the Editor begs to call their attention to tlie fact,
that it has been printed, folded, stitched, and covered in his INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL,
the first established in the Southern part of Ireland. The disadvantages under
which he and his Assistants have laboured, have been very considerable. None
but an eye-witness could conceive of tlie difficulties and the delays which they
have had to encounter in collecting the Materials, altering the Premises, and
establishing a Printing Office upon a scale sufficiimtly large to execute this extensive' work within so limited a time. Situated as they are in a remote hish
village, sixteen miles from Waterford, and nearly four hundred from Londonwhence they have had to obtain both Plant and Paper-they have had, time
after time, to contend with the greatest delays and disappointments in the nonarrival of Materials which were absolutely necessary for the execution of the
work. In the early part of October the first shipment was made from London;
upon its arrival in Bonmahon, they found, to their extreme mortification, two of
the packages had been left behind at the Wharf in London; cQnsequently the
whole was rendered incomplete, and they had to wait a fortnighffor the missing
packages. From that time to the present they have had, week after week-as
the Packets only sail weekly-to cope with similar delays. Independent of
these obstacles, the Editor and his Assistants have had 'Fifteen Youths under a
regular course of instruction; the which has necessarily required no small
amount of both patience.and perseverance. He has felt it due to himself to
state these facts; at the same time he feels it behoves him thus publicly to thank
his God and Father for the vouchsafing of His gracious,hand, in the labour, both
day and night, which he has had to encounter. He esteems it a mercy of no
small'magnituQe, that at this season of the year, in the midst of much opposition-the fears of friends, and the frowns of foes-he has, h.y the good hand of
his God upon him-overcome each and every difficulty and discouragement; and
is enabled to pr~sent his Subscribers with the one-eighth part of the New Testament, or one twenty-fifth Part of tbe whole work complete. .
.
"The Editor has strictly adhered to his pr0!llise ~f printing the work verbatim,
~xcepting in numberless instances of contractions, such as 'can't' for' cannot,'
, won't' for 'will not,' &0., &c. Although every page and every line has
undergone his own careful revision, he' regrets that in the third sheet of the
work-which was printed first-several inaccuracies in the .Hebrew. have
occurred. These, however, will be noted in an erratum' at the close of the
Volume. ln the quarto copy, from which the present edition is printed, vel')'
'many typographical errors hav,e been found, which have been oorrected here.
"To those of our Subscribers who have inquired why the New Testament
should be printed before the Old, we reply, that such is the general mode
adopted by the Publishers 'of Commentaries; not only so, but we were of opinion
that it would be more satisfactory to the Subsoribel'S generally to have the New
Testament completed as early as possible.
"We have had sundry objections with respect to the Half-guinea DEPOSITS.
The practice of requiring such with works of this description, is quite usual. In
th.e ' Calvin' and 'Park~" Societies, £1 in advance, at the commencement of
each year, is indispensable. As, however, the p,oor among the Lord's people
have been especially kept in view in the present undertaking, Mr. COLLINGllIDGE
(our London Agent) has consented to withdraw this rule in their case, and
merely to' expect pre-payment for each Part or Volume.
" The price at which this work is published-240 Royal 8vo. pages, in small
type, upon fine paper, for Half-a-crown !-renders it impossible that we can allow
the Booksellers their usual commission of 25 per cent. This-and 10 per cent.
in addition 'to our London Agent, together with Advertising and incidental
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expenses-would have scarcely returned us one-half the retail price for our outlay. We have therefore decided upon allowing the Trade only the usual commission on works of this character-namely, 10 per cent. upon Subscribers'
copies; upon Non-Subscribers' copies 20 per cent. will be allowed. To such as
take the work in Yolumes, the price of the binding will be included, which was
not, originally, our intelltion.
.
"Aware of the many enemies we have to the work-in which we are engaged,
we thus, in a spirit of candour and fearlessness, put these facts before our. S,ubs~ribers and the public generally;' conscious of the integrity of our motives,
which have been-and al:e-not personal advantage, but thl) glory of God, the
good of his Church and people, the instruction of the Youth and the general
welfare of the Inhabitants of this Village and neighbourhood. Many a Parent
acknowledges with gratitude th\l benefit which both themselves and their
Children have already derived from the instruction given and the money earned.
"Bonmahon, County of Waterforq" Ireland,
"Dec. 20th, 1851."
We take this opportunity of stating, in addition, in reply fo snndry
Correspondents who have addressed us upon the subject of the Deposit, as
we have before stated, the practice is. a very usual one with sUbscriptionworks of this description. But, independently of this, in arranging with
our London Agent, we were of opinion that we duly consid~red the welfare of our Subscribers at large by consenting that a deposit should form
~n item in the conditions of .publication: Some have almost charged us
with breaking faith with the public by so doing. We deny it. Our original conditions were upon tbe supposition that 2,000 SUDscribers should
be obtained j we have been contented to go to press with less than that
number. In the former conditions, we did not include the binding of the
work; under our pl'esent arrangement, we have done so. However,
MR. COLLINGitlDGE has freely consented to forego the clause in our agreeUlent of requiring a deposit, where its payment would subject the Subscriber to inconvenience. And now that the first portion' of the work is
before the public-in the hands of boJh our friends' and our foes-we ask
.them whether it is, or is not, worthy of their support, and' equal to our
professions?
God is our witness, that we never were actuated by purer motives than
in the whole ·of our procedure with this all-important work, but never
were motives more impugned. However., in the strength of God we commenced-in the strength of God we continue-in the strength of God we
'shall most .certainly complete.'.
We cannot close these brie1' remarks, without mentioning the example of
a person who called at Mr. Collingridge's the evening before '\le last
left London, as standing in singular contrast with some with whom we
have to do. She was an utter stranger.both to him and to our elves; but
was comparatively poor, being in a place of service. "I am come," said
she, '" to pay my subscription to 'Gill's Commentary.''' "Pay a pa1't,"
said Mr. Collingridge. "No, I will pay the whole," said she. "It will
be begun, and I am sure it will be finished," she added; and with that
paid-not a half-guinea deposit, bnt her whole tbree~guinea subscription.
THE EDITOR.

