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A MOTTO FOR 1867.
" Is any thing too hard for the Lord? "-GEN. xviii. 14.
BRETHREN AND SISTERS BELOVED,-This is the portion with whioh
we wish to step over the threshold of the New Year. We have fi'om
time to time expressed our oonviotion that eaoh year will beoome increasingly eventful. It is questionable whether any year was ever
fraught with events of greater magnitude than that whioh is just
now passing away. However important one matter, another has
followed of still greater moment, so that one event would, as it were,
eclipse anot.her. Henoe, in the rapid development we have been thus
called to witness, there has been a pause and an hesitancy about expressing one's passing thoughts, because the openings of to-morrow
may put a very different phase upon the appearances of to-day.
As what we write at this moment must be ready to pass into the
hands of the reader by the first of the month, suffioient time must be
allowed for its going through the press. Although that interval will
be but a few days, yet events followeaoh other in suoh rapid suooession, that we know not what may be the real aspeot of Ohristendom,
even ere the present now rapidly-reoeding year expires.
The world at lai'ge is in a state of the greatest possible exoitement.
Politically, oommeroially, ecclesiastioally, all is perplexity. Men are
bewildered to the last degree. Mistrust and apprehension bespeak
the real oondition of men. However disposed to reason about events,
on the one hand, or to brave all oonsequences, on the other, still there
is a restlessness and a disoomfort on men's minds generally, that betoken anxiety and dissatisfaotion.
Now, it is precisely in these ciroumstanoes, and with a thoroug)J.
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conviction that events of still greater moment than any we have yet
witnessed are at hand-yea, at our very doors-that we take up our
. pen on the present occasion, and select as our New Year's motto-we
trust, by Divine direction-the words of our text, " Is ANY THD\G TOO
HARD FOR THE LORD?"
Reader, this is just the bearing of our own mind. It is language
that exactly expresses our own state of thought and feeling. ,Ve
cannot but enter upon the New Year with a certain amount of timidity
and apprehension-not so much on our own account, as on behalf of
others. We' are as certain as possible that still more critical and
trying times are near-very near. How trying-how perplexinghow disastrous, God only knows! We say, it is not so much on our
own account that 'we are concerned. Why? Because, through distinguishing mercy, we can adopt the language of the apostle, and
say, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
Here our soul (blessed be God!) rests; here it reposes. From our
heart we believe that our God will finish-and in a way worthy of
Himself-the work He has beglID. Not in the leastwise resting
upon self, but wholly and solely upon Him-we belie,e we shall be
" brought off more than conquerors, tluough Him that hath lo,ed us."
But, beloved, our anxiety arises from our parental, ministerial, and
editorial position. It is what may befall our varied connexions in
these respects. It is how matters will go with th.em. Ab, yes! here
is the ground of our perplexity, and deep, deep solicitude. This
accounts for the sleepless hours we pass during the night-season; and
for this reason we again and again agonize with our God. But (for
reasons known alone to Himself) He gives us no answer. \\e
wrestle on, but without any clear intimation that we are heard. If
we may thus speak personally, it is more the falling back upon past
manifestations and previous indications of mercy, than upon any
fresh love-tokens, that, as a last hope and only refuge, we base our
trust. Hence we have to adopt the old, oft-urged plea, "And Thou
saidst, I will surely do thee good," and again and again to entreat
Him to "Remember the word unto Thy servant upon which Thou
hast caused me to hope."
Reader, do you know anything of this pleading and of this experience? Is all dark-all gloomy-all forbidding, as far as appearances
are concerned? Looking forth upon the wide-spread and troubled
waters of this poor perishing world, dost thou, like N oah's do,e,
" find no rest for the sole of thy foot," and yet is there, at the same
time, a sheltering in the Ark Christ? After soaring forth, and
gazing round, far and wide, does all appear both dark and drear; yet
withal is there the secret, precious, spirit-sustaining cry, "Return
unto thy rest (to thy Noah), 0 my soul?" Oh, how sweet-how
timely is this! The fresh betaking one's self to Him-the fresh
sheltering in Him-the renewed realization of the great and glorious
fact, " And the Lord shut him in"-the personal experience of all the

."

',.

January 1,1867.]

3

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

security and the blessedness connected with what was not merely
literal but typical, when, in regard to the dove, N oah "put forth his
hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him in the ark." Reader,
in this respect do you know what the renewings of mercy are; or, in
other words, do you know what it is, when in fresh exposures to
danger, to realize anew what it is to be sheltered in Ohrist-engarrisoned in Ohrist-hid in the Rock Ohrist? 0 blessed Security!
glorious Hiding-place!
It is, however, oftentimes upon the back of these precious realizations comes'the agonizing inquiry, "But what about your children?
your friends? your connexions?" Ah, here is the question, and
here Satan too frequently gains the advantage, and plays but too
successfully upon the unbelief and scepticism of the carnal heart.
Surely Abraham knew something of this; for we read that immediately
after that blessed assurance on the part of our God, when He appeared
unto him in a vision, and said, "Fear not, Abram; I am thy Shield,
and thy exceeding great Reward," the patriarch said, in reply,
"Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and
the steward of my house is this .Eliezer of Damascus? Behold, to me
Thou hast given no seed: and, 10, one born in my house is mine
heir."
To say the least, here was the counter-working; the doubts, the
fears, the very partial light into the future, the intermingling of
the human with the Divine will. Moreover, although the Lord
subsequently admitted Abraham into a fuller knowledge of His
gracious purposes concerning him, the same fleshly resistance and
carnal expedients were but too readily resorted to.
Upon this ground, dear reader, it is well worthy of remark, that
the words of our text were not the language of the patriarch concerning the Lord, but the words of the Lord concerning Himself. Viewed
in this light, we cannot but regard the testimony as the most encouraging and blessed. It presupposes the difficulty-it admits of the
seeming impossibility. It takes into account, that, as far as appearances are concerned, there is not the veriest human probability of the
thing (be it what may) coming to pass. It is beyond the comprehension of man. It baffles his wisdom; it defies his skill. He is bewildered-perplexed-utterly at a loss how such and such things can
be. This is a position God delights to occupy, this the faith He
gives, revels, and exults and rejoices in. Holding J ehovah to His
word, faith
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" Laughs at imposslbilities,
And cries, ' It shall be done.' "

But observe, God always takes His own time, and adopts His own
plans. Whilst He will never allow Himself to be frustrated, He will
never be hurried. Even if at times, by the putting-forth in us of the
power of the Holy Ghost, we are enabled, with Abraham, to believe,
yet there is commonly after that exercise of faith, the interference of
B
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flesh. Whilst" he that believeth shall not make haste," flesh-or, in
other words, our poor carnal heart-suggests, "This is the proper
. time, and that the right way;" whereas, this is very rarely-if everthe fact; disappointed in this, unbelief for a time gains the mastery.
A variety of suggestions immediately follow; misapprehension of
God's mind, delusion, failure of His word, or a creature-abuse, that
has led to a change in His dispensation. This produces conflict.
Meanwhile the Lord (never forgetful of His promise, nor ever known
to fail in its fulfilment) in His own time, and in His own way, carries
on His own work, accomplishes His gracious designs, and secures to
Himself the glory, by such an infinite display of wisdom, love, and
mercy, as proves that He is " Great in counsel, and mighty in doing."
Here, then, dear reader, we take our stand upon the opening of this
new year, in the dark unknown future. We know not what a day,
nor even an hour, may bring forth; much -less can we conceive of
what will be the unfoldings and development ofa whole year. Mighty
and marvellous may be the revelations of 1867. From the general
aspect of things, it can scarcely be otherwise. How sweet, therefore, for
the dear child of God to stand with his feet firmly and immoveably
fixed upon the Rock of Ages, and, looking up as Abraham did, when
pleading before the Lord on behalf of the cities of the plain, for us to
exclaim, "Is ANY THING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD?"
Beloved; in order that we-as well as others-may be perpetually
reminded of the great and glorious truth, we have, for some time
past, had it recorded in large and legible characters before us, whilst
engaged in the services of the sanctuary. Over the west window of
St. Luke's, Beclminster, is inscribed the all-important inquiry,

:\-~GrrO O HARD POR J!

~ ~~

We delight to gaze
'-lIe./;..
upon it whilst ministering.
It stirs us up by the precious
~p
putting-forth of the power of the Holy
Comforter; it helps to" bring to remembrance." It
helps us in the contemplation of present difficulties. It
gives us courage in the anticipation of future trials, sorrows, and
perplexities. Personally, we question if any portion is so much
upon our heart and mind as this. Shall we say, dear readers, that,
under God, we have been so indebted to it? The Lord has so
led and so taught and so opened up and opened out His own w~y,
as to prove that whilst there have been so many and such formldable difficulties, hindrances, and apparently-insurmountable obstacles,
He could in His own time-and always has in His own way-overcome them all. Hence, again and again, we have stood upon the
brink of the mighty flood which the Lord had divided, and enabled
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us to pass through dryshod, singing the Miriam-song over vanquished
foes and vanished fears. Again and again with the Psalmist have we
exclaimed, "Thou, 0 God, hast proved us: Thou hast tried us, as
silver is tried. Thou broughtest us into the net; Thou laidst affliction
upon our loins. Thou hast caused' men to ride over our heads; we
went through fire and through water: but Thou broughtest us out
into a wealthy place" (Psalm lxvi. 10-12).
And now, in nowise depending upon our own wisdom, or in the
least degree leaning upon an arm of flesh-for never did we feel
weaker or more short-sighted in the flesh-we again step forward into
the dark and unknown future, exclaiming, as we tremblingly step
over the threshold of this New Year, "Who delivered us from so great
a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that He will yet deliver
us" (2 Cor. i. 10). We fall back upon His own precious word, as
expressed in the three last verses of the 40th of Isaiah: "He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint;" and,
whilst in the prospect of coming events, we exult in the mercy, that
"the Lord God omnipotent reigneth," and that" the foundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
His;" we sing with the immortal Top LADY,
" Kind Author and ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee, for my God I avow,
My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast help'd me till now;
I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast provd;
Nor wilt thou relinquish at last
A sinner so signally lovd."
Dear readers, farewell.
New Year.

The Lord give you in very deed a Happy
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Dec., 1866.
Nothing more effectually promotes hardness of heart, than trifling with
convictions of conscience.
The glorious effects of redeeming love will not be fully known till
the day of judgment; for this reason it is emphatically called the day
of redemption.
Many of the Lord's true servants have been in a situation so nearly
similar to that of Elijah, that, like him, they have been tempted. to think
they were left to serve Him alone. But we hope there are always many
who are enlightened by His word and Holy Spirit, and training up in the
life of faith and holiness, known and dear to God, though they have little
advantage from public ordinances, and perhaps no opportunity of conversing with those who are like-minded with themselves.-John Newton.
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
"THE FRUITFUL BOUGH."
" Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches
run over a wall."-GENEsIs xlix. 22.
THE opening of this chapter brings before us the touching s~ene of good
old Jacob's dying hours. Gathering his sons about him, he gives each a
parting blessing, and moreover tells them, in the spirit of prophecy, of
things that should befall them. Reuben, theeldest, is first called, and
each down to Benjamin, the youngest; while every now and then, it seems
as if the eye of the aged saint caught sight of the eternity of bliss into
which he was so soon to be ushered by angelic spirits; as, for instance,
when Dan is before him, he bursts out: "I have waited for Thy salvation,
o Lord." To J oseph, his greatly-beloved one, the dying patriarch utters
words of deep significance. Looking back upon the chequered pathway
of his now-exalted son, he calls up many a striking incident, saying, "The
archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but
his bow- abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong
by the hands of the mighty God of J acob; (from thence is the Shepherd,
the Stone of Israel)." And then he pronounces ~pon him the following
precious benediction: "Even by the God of thy father, who shall help
thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven
above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and
of the womb: the ,blessings of thy father have prevailed above the
blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills:
they shall be on the head of J oseph, and on the crown of the head of him
that was separate from his brethren." And then" when J acob had made
an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and
yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people." Thus died the
good old patriarch, and, according to his own direction, they buried him
in the Oave of Machpelah.
_
We often hear of" the illustrious dead;" but what spot, save Golgotha,
can be more sacred than the Oave of Machpelah, where they buried
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Leah and J acob? And now let
us ponder over the words that this dear old saint, uttered concerning his
loved J oseph: "Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a
well; whose branches run over a wall." Hence:
1. The truth of good old J acob's assertion, "Joseph is a fruitful
bough."
n. The cause of his fruitfulness, "By a well."
Ill. The result of his fruitfulness, "His branches run over a wall."
May the Lord the Spirit unfold the word to the refreshing of our souls
for Ohrist's sake. Amen.
1. THE TRUTH OE' GOOD OLD JACOB'S ASSERTION.

"Joseph is a fruitful bough."
And in: order to see this, we will trace him as
1. The tried servant of God;
2. The triumphant one; and
3. In all this as an eminent type of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, our spiritual
Joseph.
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1. Joseph the tried se'r'vant of the Most High.-In the Land of Canaan
d\yelt the patriarch Jacob and his twelve sons. Joseph, the youngest but
one, was his favourite, and his brethren, seeing that thei~- f<Lther loved
him more than any of them, hated him, and would not speak peaceably to
him. This hatred was increased through J oseph dreaming dreams. In
one he beheld them binding sheaves in the field, and his sheaf arose, and
stood upright, while their sheaves made obeisance to his. When the
brethren heard this, they exclaimed, indignantly, "Shalt thou indeed
reign over us?" and they hated him the more. In another dream he
beheld the sun, and moon, and eleven stars making obeisance to him. He
told his fath-er this ill-eam, and he rebuked him, exclaiming, "Shall I and
thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow ourselves to thee to the
earth?" And his brethren envied him; but his father treasured up the
saying in his heart. Soon after this he sought for his brethren, and found
them at Dothan, and, when they saw him coming, they conspired to slay
him. Reuben persuaded them not, but proposed to cast him into a pit,
hoping to rid him out of their hands, and deliver him to his father again,
and they did so; but, while Reuben was absent, they sold him to a party
of Ishmeelites who had come from Gilead with their camels, and were
bearing spicery, and balm, and myrrh down to Egpyt. Poor Reuben,
when he came back to the pit, and found that J oseph was not there, rent
his clothes, and exclaimed, "The child is not; and I, whither shall I
go?" and they took Joseph's coat of many colours, and killed a kid of
the goats, and, dipping it in the blood, brought it to J acob ; and, when the
afflicted parent saw it, he said, "An evil beast hath devoured him; J oseph
is without doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days," and" refused to be comforted." Now, from the foregoing we gather that the
first trial which J oseph had to endure was, that he was forsaken by his
kindred, and torn from the loving embrace of a fond father.
In this highly-favoured land, where indeed we are fast sinning away our
privileges, we know little of outward persecution for righteousness' sake.
We have no Bunyans in jail for preaching the Gospel; no thrusting men
and women into prison who bear the name of Jesus (although we should
have, if Rome gains the supremacy again in this country). It is in other
parts of the world, as among the Jews and Turks, where, if a man is converted by God's grace, and declares himself a Christia;n, his goods are all
confiscated, his property forfeited, and his kindred disown him. No, our
lines (nationally) have fallen to us in pleasant places. Would to God we
appreciated fully our privileges; but, although in this favoured country
we are not outwardly persecuted for righteousness' sake, when one of a
family is taken by the Lord, there is plenty of quiet persecution in store
for him in a hundred different ways; and his ungodly brethren often say,
" Here comes this dream"r i" and, but for the courtesy of society, would
add, "Let us slay him." It must be so, as our dear Lord said, "If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you" (John xv. 19).
And now we pass on to notice a second form of trial that this dear
servant of the Lord had to endure. The Ishmeelitish merchants took him
down to Egypt, "and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, and captain of the
guard, bought him." There was a signal and overruling providence here,
which proved afterwards to be a turning-point in his eventful history.
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The Lord was with J oseph, and he became a prosperous man; and,
finding grace in Potiphar's sight, he placed everything in his hand, and
made him overseer of his house. Things looked a little brighter now for
. poor J oseph; but, alas! he was in a deceitful world, and human prosperity is always a dangerous pinnacle for the child of God. A temptation
of a peculiarly-trying character presents itself. Yet to the .subtlety of
Potiphar's wife is Joseph enabled, through the grace of God, firmly to
reply, "How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?"
Finding her persuasions of no avail, she grasped his garment, fabricating
a cruel lie, which resulted in J oseph becoming degraded, and thrust into
the king's prison. Here, then, was his next severe trial-he was falsely
accused, and cast into prison. True, he had a conscience void of deceit
towards God and towards man, but this affiiction was a peculiarly-trying
one, and one which must have been attended with the deepest anguish of
spirit-slander.
It is singular that, while we have been writing upon this point, "e
have had placed in our hands a letter from a distressed sister in Christ,
who seems to be suffering from this form of trial, viz., Slander. Her o\\n
words are, "There is one thing which pains me much-there is such fem'ful
slander in the Church;" and then she names a circumstance "hich gi,es
her many sleepless hours. vVe would say to her, and all such sufferers,
Think of J oseph.
The writer knew a God-fearing young man, in a position of trust in a
large business establishment. Upon one occasion he was called before
his employers; and told of a report which was circulated concerning his
character. He knew he was perfectly innocent of the charge, and, in the
spirit of indignation, was about, in strong language, to demand the
name of his calumniator, when these verses of the precious :)7th Psalm
rolled into his mind, "Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be
thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Yet a little "hile,
and they shall not be. Trust thou in the Lord, and He shall bring forth
thy righteousness as the light, a,nd thy judgment as the noonday."
Solaced and strengthened by such hidden manna, he was enabled calmly
to reply, "Well, gentlemen, time will prove all." And so it did. Ne,er
was a passage of Scripture more literally fulfilled, for in a few "eeks
his calumniator was known. God laid affiiction upon him, and in less
than two months he was" cut down as the grass," and carried to the cold
grave; while the righteousness of our young friend was" brought forth
as the light, and his judgment as the noonday." Thus will the Lord
mightily support and strengthen his servants to bear trial-whatever form
it may take.
And now trial in another shape presented itself to this servant of God.
Joseph in prison was the Christian still-iron bars and stone walls could
not shut him out from his God; and so we are told, "The Lord was "ith
Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the
keeper of the prison," so that he placed everything in his hands. And it
came to pass that the chief butler and chief baker of the king of Eg'ypt,
having offended Pharaoh, became fellow-prisoners with J oseph. During
their imprisonmont, they both dreamed remarkable dreams, whit;h were
interpreted by him, and resulted, as J oseph had predicted, in Pharaoh's
hanging the chief baker, but restoring the chief butler unto his butlership
again. "Yet did he not remember J oseph, but forgat him." Here, then,
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was another trial for him. He was forgotten by one whom he had
befriended, and who had promised to remember him before the king.
The longer one lives, the more one learns to distrust worldly friendship.
It is selfish, insincere, and hollow at heart. " Oease ye from man, whose
breath is in his nostrils," is wholesome advice. The same also may be
said of earthly promises-you cannot depend upon them; Jesus only is the
Faithful Promiser.
And now we turn to think of J oseph as
2. The triumphant one.-Joseph was sold for a servant, "whose feet they
hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: until the time that his word
came: the word of the Lord tried him. The king sent and loosed him:
even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. He made him lord of
his house, and ruler of all his substance." So says David, truthfully, in
Psalm cv. After being two long years in prison, forgotten by man, but
1\.Clt. 1.Cl1:\bClt.t'l1\. 'bJ (1()(l, t"b..'I "LCYI:(l "\)\:'g\1\.'i> \1\. a -r\:'ma-r\>..a"\)\.~ "'Way tCl "'WCl-r\>..
for him. Pharaoh now is made to dream dreams, and none about him
could interpret them. Then does the chief butler acknowledge his fault
in forgetting Joseph, and tells Pharaoh all about his prison experience.
J oseph is brought before the king, and declares that it is not in him, but
in God who" shall give Pharaoh ~n answer of peace;" and he shows
him how that the Lord has graciously told him in his dreams that" there
shall be seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt," to
be followed by "seven years of famine" that" shall be very grievous."
Pharaoh, believing the interpretation thereof to be true, raises J oseph to
great dignity and power, and, during the seven years of plenty, lays up an
abundant supply of food. All this time good old J acob is living with his
family in Oanaan, little dreaming that Joseph, his beloved one, was still
alive; but now, having heard that there was corn in Egypt, he said to his
sons, "Get you down thither, and buy; that we may live, and not die."
J oseph's brethren all go, except Benjamin, the youngest; and, when
they approach him, he knows them at once, though they know him not.
He puts them into prison as spies, but releases them conditionally, that
they bring Benjamin to him, and he keeps Simeon as a pledge. This is
a great trial to the brethren, and a greater one to the afflicted father, who
at first refusing, declares, "My son shall not go down with you; for his
brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in
the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the
grave." However, after the corn (for which their money was retUl'ned)
was all eaten, and famine pressed heavily upon them, J acob was induced
to let Benjamin go. Once more they are before Joseph, and at last he
makes himself known unto them, declaring, "I am J oseph. God did
send me before you to preserve life." Again they are on their way back
to Oanaan. Oh, what joyous news they have now to tell their cast-down
parent! J oseph is yet alive. It was too good to be true; and the heart
of the dear old saint fainted, for he believed them not. But, when he saw
the waggons laden with corn, his spirit revived, and Israel said, "It is
enough; J oseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die." .
What a meeting was that! J oseph, when he heard that his father
approached Egypt, made ready his chariot, and, when he saw him, "he
fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said
unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art
yet alive."
.
J oseph, after presenting his father, and five of his brethren, to Pharaoh,
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gives them habitation and maintenance; and, after living seventeen years
in Egypt, the good old patriarch is taken home to glory, his parting word
to his loved J oseph being true indeed, "Joseph is a fruitful bough."
. And,~now in all this do we not see that J oseph was,
3. A type (and an eminent one too) of the Lord Jesus Christ ?-Here such
a field of thought opens before us, that we must be brief. Note, J oseph
was a type of Jesus in that,
(1) He was the beloved of his father.-" Now Israel loved Joseph" (Gen.
xxxvi. 3). And Jesus' own declaration is, "My Father loveth me." The
truth of which the Father Himself proclaimed at Ohrist's baptism; for 10,
a voice from heaven was heard, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased." And again our Lord states, "Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down my life that I might take it
again."
(2) He was the bearer of truth to his father.-" And Joseph brought
his father their evil report" (Gen. xxxxvii. 2). We are apt to think of
Jesus as before the Father only for His people. This is a precious fact
that may well cheer them; but ungodly sinners would do well to recollect
that He is the Bearer as well of their evil doings before the Father.
Hence that solemn passage in Prov. xv. 11, "Hell and destruction are
before the Lord: how much more then the hearts of the children of men?"
Ohrist is telling the Father who are His ancI who are not. He is a
'VVitness to the truth FOR His people, and AGAINST His ac1>ersaries.
(3) He was hated by his brethren.-" They hated him, and could not
speak peaceably unto him" (Gen. x=vii. 4). The Lord Jesus Ohrist came
unto His own, but His own received Him not. "But this cometh to pass
that the word plight be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me
w'ithout a cause" (John :xv. 25). And then as J oseph went after his
brethren in the wilderness, so did Jesus; receiving indeed a cruel re\\'ard
for His love and mercy.
(4) He descended into a pit wherein was no water.-" And his brethren
took him and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there \\'as no
water in it" (Gen. =xvii. 24). So is it also said of Jesus, "Now that
He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower
parts of the earth '?" (Eph. iv. 9.)
(5) He was tempted.-" His master's wife cast her eyes upon J oseph "
(Gen. xxxix. 7). "Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil" (Matt. iv. 1).
. "He knew what sore temptations mean."

(6) He was tried, yet obedient.-" And Joseph's master took him, and
put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound:
and he was there in the prison" (Gen. xxxix. 20)-there perfectly
innocent of the charge laid to him; yet we read of no murmuring
escaping bis lips. So is it said of Jesus: "He was oppressed, and He
was afflicted, yet He opened not .His mo·uth." He" became obedient, even
unto the death of the cross."
(7) He acknowledged that all must come from the eternal Father.-" And
J oseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give
Pharaoh an answer of peace" (Gen. xli. 16). So Jesus traced up all to
His Father: "Every good and perfect gift cometh from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
. (8) He became exalted.-" And Pharaoh said, Thou shalt be over my
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house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only
in the throne will I be greater than thou" (Gen. xli. 40). "But we see
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour" (Heb. ii. 9).
(9) Before him every knee should bow.-" And Pharaoh made him to
ride in his second chariot; and they cried before him, Bow the knee"
(Gen. xli. 43). So Jesus, "being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name
which is above every other name: that at the name of Jesus every knee
s~ould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth" (Phil. ii. 8-10).
(10) His brethren went to him, and he became to them the source of their
8upplies.-" Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, he said,
Get you down, and buy for us; that we may live, and not die" (Gen.
xlii. 1, 2). "But my God," saith the apostle Paul, "shall supply all
your need, according to His riches in glory by Ohrist Jesus."
"Maintain'd by such a mighty Friend,
I cannot want till He is poor."

~

(11) He knew his brethren before they knew him.-" And Joseph saw his
brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them; and
they knew him not" (Gen. xlii. 7, 8). So did Jesus; as he said to
Nathanael, "vVhen thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee."
(12) He wept.-" And Joseph turned himself about from them, and
wept" (Gen. xlii. 24). So with our dear Lord, when He beheld those
whom He loved mourning at the tomb of Lazarus, "Jesus wept."
(13) He .r;ave them corn witho~d money and without prt·ce.-" Then Joseph
commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money
into his sack" (Gen. xlii. 25). So Jesus gives the provision of the Gospel
without money and without price: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye
to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea,
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price."
(14) He put his bretlwen to the test, which brought about self-conviction and
contrition of heart.-" And Judah said, God hath found out the iniquity of
thy servants" (Gen. xliv. 16). So does Jesus; He will have His brethren
confess theh~ sins, and acknowledge their iniquity before Him.
(15) He revealed himself to his brethren.-" And Joseph said nnto his
brethren, I am J oseph " (Gen. xlv. 3). So does Jesus; often is He represented as a poor suppliant, knocking at the heart for admission: but we
found Him One mighty to save, entering in and revealing Himself as
"My Lord and my God."
(16) He declared himself to be their forerunner.-" God sent me before
you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a
great deliverance" (Gen. xlv. 7). The apostle Paul speaks of Ohrist
" within the veil, whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus."
(17) He desir'ccl that they might live near him.-"And thou shalt dwell in
the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me" (Gen. xlv. 10). So
does Jesus desire that His brethren should dwell near Him; hence the
discipline that weans them from the earth and draws them to Himself.
(18) His tender' r'egard to the little one.-" He gave to all of them change
of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and
five changes of raiment" (Gen. xlv. 22). So is it written of Jesus: "He
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shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His
arm, and carry them in His bosom."
(19) He became the preslJrver of their lives.-So is Jesus the Sustainer and
Preserver of the lives, spiritually and temporally, of all the family of
God. "He redeemeth my life from destruction."
(20) He desired that his father and brethren sJI01.tld see his glory.-" And ye
shall tell my father of all my glory; and ye shall haste, and bring dO"lDl
my father hither" (Gen. xlv. 13). Note dear Jesus' own words, "Father,
I will that. they also, whom Thou hast given me, be with me where I
am; that they may behold my glory" (John xvii. 24).
Thus have we very briefly pointed out some of the points in Joseph's
history wherein he may be considered as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Very much more might be added; indeed, it appears to us that J oseph is
the most perfect type of our Lord we have in the Bible. True, indeed,
an earthly being must fail to represent One so perfect; yet we really do
not know of a recorded act in his life wherein the type fails-every step
of the way seems to foreshadow the Messiah. And now we pass on to
notice,
Il. THE CAUSE OF JOSEPH'S FRUITFULNESS.

" A fruitful bough by a well."
Any tree growing by a well has a hidden source of refreshing running
among its roots; and this was the case with J oseph. "God "as with
Joseph, and he was a prosperous man." Here was the secret of his
fruitfulness. Hence in the prophecies of Isaiah we have the expression,
" wells of salvation;" that is to say, God the Father is a Well, God the Son
is a Well, and God the Spirit is a Well. There are unfathomable depths
in each, and blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord; "he shall be as
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the
river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green;
and shall not be careful in the year of (!Tought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit" (Jer. :xvii. 8). This was J oseph's case throughout his
chequered life; his trust was in the Lord, hence his fruitfulness. As his
venerable father stated, "His bow abode in strength, and the arms of his
hands were made strong by the hands ofthe mighty God of J acob " (Gen.
xlix. 24).
Dear reader, do you not know· a little of the sweetness of feeling
planted" by a well?" Do you not realize day by day hidden supplies of
grace which the. world knows nothing of, which keep you patient in
tribulation, silent under sorrow, and joyous in hope; and can you not
sing concerning the Lord"Thou hast he1p'd in every need,
This emboldens me to plead,
After so much mercy past;
C~st Thou let me sink at last?
No! I must maintain my hold,
'Tis Thy goodness makes me bold?"
Ill. THE RESULT OF JOSEl'H'S FRUITFULNESS.

" Whose branches run over a wall."
We have been taken, it may be, into the garden of some great personage. We have seen the fruit brought to the greatest perfection, and
the grapes hanging in rich abundance over our heads; but we must not
-,
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touch or taste them: they are for" my lord" or "~y lady." But not so
with the fruit on Joseph's bough, which runs over a wall; no, the poorest
saint may pluck the grapes of Eshcol without rebuke. So it is that we
may not merely look at J oseph' s career as a mere history of one of the
Old Testament saints; but we may feel that we are personally concerned
and benefited by his sorrows and triumphs, by his poverty and riches,
by his obedience and exaltation: that in all this he became a bough
laden with fruit for us to pluck and eat. For,
1. First and foremost we see Jesus as the Fruitful Bough, and we say,
As He was the Beloved of His Father, so does He love with undying love
His redeemed ones; I will not therefore put my trust in my poor feeble
love for Him, but in His unchanging love to me.
2. We see in Jesus, as the Bearer of the truth to His Father, much to
comfort us in walking through an enemy's land; for, however much the
world in its enmity tells lies concerning us, Jesus will tell the truth to
His Father; and what matters it? "If God is for us, who can be
against us ?"
3. We see in Jesus' being hated by His brethren, our salvation.
"Other sheep [He said] I have, who are not of this fold; them also I
must bring." And then, in His going after His brethren in the wilderness, we behold His mercy and love ill rewarded indeed.
4. We see in Jesus' descending into this world, the" mystery of godliness: God manifest in the flesh." Yes, dear OneH

Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert Thou didst go."

We are therefore (however trying the way) but going where our Lord
has been before us.
5. We see in Jesus' being tempted in the wilderness, One who is able to
succour us when tempted; therefore in our hours of temptation we can
fly to Him who is so well "touched with the feelings of our infirmities,
having been tempted in all points like as we are."
6. We see in Jesus' obedience an example of humility and pati~nt
endurance, that may well stimulate us to bear our cross.
7. We see, in His acknowledgmlmt that all must come from His
Father, how completely the Son glorifies the Father; while we have
abundant proof that the Father glorifies the Son; and both glorify the
Holy Spirit: and our desire is to have grace to glorify the Eternal Three.
8. We see in Jesus' exaltation the greatest comfort. He is above for
me; my High Priest, my Surety, my Saviour, my Forerunner: and,
because He is there, I shall be also.
9. And we humbly bow the knee at His throne of grace, rejoicing,
acknowledging Him King of kings, and Lord of lords; the "chiefest
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely."
1O. We see in Jesus, as the Source of all supply, that we have One who
will never fail us; the Fountain that can never be dry; the Head that
shall minister to the body; the Garner ever full of precious wheat.
11. We see in J esus' knowledge of His brethren before they knew Him,
His omniscience; and we attribute our preservation in days of unregeneracy to this knowledge, mixed, as it was, with covenant love and
mercy.
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12. We see in Jesus' weeping, that we have One who can fully sympathize with us in our sorrows; One who weeps when we weep, and puts
the tears of His saints in His bottle.
13. We see in Jesus' gifts without money, just that which suits us; for
verily we want supplies, but have" nothing to pay." We are poor and
needy, and to such He gives.
14. We see in Jesus' putting His brethren to the test, just that which is
so needful to bring us to true repentance and contrition before God.
Verily we have sinned, we confess it, and our Jesus is "faithful to forgive sin."
15. We see in Jesus' revealing Himself to His brethren, how gracious
and King-like are His dealings. Often are we told in these days, that we
should give our hearts to the Lord-now, this very night, before lI'e go
from the spot; but we have not so learned Christ. He came and took
that which belonged to Him, entering Himself, nor asking lea,e, and
revealed Himself as " mighty to save;" at least such was the experience
of "G. C."
16. We see in Jesus, as our Forenmner, One who has entered the ,e'
for us to follow. The Representative of His people, the Head of His
Church, the Firstfruits of the glorious harvest, the Lord of Glory, who
has assUloed us that where He is, there shall we be also.
17. We see in J eSlls' desire for His brethren tQ live near Him, an exhibition of His love and mercy; verily, if He had rewarded them according
to their deserts, He would have cast them from Him, as they cast Him
from them; but, in the highest sense of the term, did He return " good
for evil."
18. We see in His tender regard for the little one, the sweetest encouragement; for He does not despise "the day of small things," the little
ones in Zion, but rather takes the greater notice of them, because they
need the greater help.
19. We see in His becoming the Preserver of their li,es, how He has
been sent before us to preserve OUl' lives temporally. "Thou has redeemed my life from destruction," says the Psalmist. So alw He' he
Preserver of our lives spiritualby .. again and again we should ha,e died
of famine, but for His opportune help; and in every fresh time of need we
shall do well to remember Pharaoh's golden words, "Go to Joseph."
We shall novel' come empty away.
.
20. We see in His desire that His brethren should see His glory,
Jesus' final perseverance for us; for He will bring us through all, to
accomplish the purpose of His love. If it l oested with us, we should fail;
but it rests with His will. "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory."
Thus then do I put Jesus in the place of J oseph, and, gathering fruit
from this well-laden Bough, I sit under His shadow with great delight,
and find it is fruit sweet to my taste.
Here, then, is a theme to commence the New Year with. It will be a
year of increased need to the children of God, but our spiritual J oseph
can supply every need. "Go to J oseph " on every unfolding day, and on
every step of the way, for" He is a fruitful Vine, whose branches run over
a wall."
May the Lord bless you with the communications of His love and
favour, and accompany with the unction of the Holy Ghost these few
hints, that Jesus may have all the praise, prays
Bury St. Edmunds.
Yours in Him,
G. C.
0
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"The pre•.cher sought to find out acceptable words."-EccL. xii. 10.

THE RICHES OF MEROY.
serial has just been commenced, and from the first number of
which we quoted in the last number of our pictorial sheet, Old Jonathan.
It is entitled, "Work among the Destitute; or, Scenes in the Life of
a Oity Evangelist. By JAMES SHOWELL.* The publisher has handed us
a first copy of the second number, which will be found to contain a touching
account of a poor wanderer, who, by a remarkable train of most providential leadings, was permitted to see her all-but-heart-broken mother
a few hours before her death. The narrative is most affecting, and cannot
but be read with deepest emotion. The whole train of circmmstances
which led to the discovery of this long-lost one is most God-glorifying,
and encouraging in the highest degree to wait upon the Lord, even in the
face of the most forbidding and apparently-hopeless circumstances. Well
may such a narrative cheer anxious parents; well may it encourage them
to pray, and wrestle, and agonize on and on, notwithstanding the death that
may seem to be upon the promise, and that there may not apparently be
the veriest prospect whatever of prayer being heard or answered. Be it
remembered that" praying breath was never spent in vain." Let it not
be forgotten that the Lord has pledged Himself. He has bound Himself
by all that is sacred, and in precise keeping with His own great, holy,
and adorable name. "Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will
deliver thee; and thou shalt glorify me." "Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord."
Dear reader, may the Lord warm your heart, in the perusal of the following narrative, as He has been pleased to warm Oill' too-commonly cold
and thankless heart. We do indeed delight to contemplate these great
and gracious acts of our God; and, in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, we love, by such narratives, to publish His fame; and would
thus proclaim His pity and Divine condescension and love, to the very ends
of the earth.
We add, that such proofs of our God, being indeed the Hearer and
Answerer of prayer, should encourage His servants; and we cannot but
hope and pray that the Lord may strengthen the hands and bless the
labours of him whom He used as the honoured instrument of bringing
about such precious results as those about to be related in the character of
FANNY; OR, THE LOST ONE FOUND.
"You have not noticed poor Fanny yet," said the nill'se, "a great
change has occurred during the last few days, she is fast approaching her
end." I immediately drew near to the poor sufferer, who had been
accommodated with a bed near the fire. There was indeed a marked
alteration in her appearance, consumption was putting the final stroke to
its deadly work. She did not say much, .but appeared very pleased to
to listen as I spoke of Jesus, the sinner's Friend and Refuge. She expressed a hope that He would forgive all her many sins; having assured
her of His most perfect willingness to do so, after giving her some little
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delicacy, I passed on to the other beds, and, then taking my stand at the
end of the long deal dining table, opened my Bible and read N ehemiah
ix. 17, "Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to
. anger, and of great kindness." And Isaiah xxx. 18, 19: "And therefore will the Lord wait that He may be gracious unto you; and therefore
will He be exalted that He may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a
God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for Him. Thou shalt
weep no more: He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy
cry; when He shall hear it, He will answer thee." In connexion with
this, I was led to make some remarks on the necessity of humiliation and
contrition before God; and incidentally the great desirability of confession
to those earthly friends whom we have grieved or offended, was clearly
shown. The address appeared to produce a deep impression on the minds
of those who listened; several shed tears, others groaned in spirit, -while
the faces of some brightened with hope. Earnest prayer was offered for
these poor suffering ones, but those drawing near to death were especially
commended to the tender pity of a compassionate Saviour. These solemn
exercises over, preparation was made to depart; but, seeing Fauny's eyes
were intently fixed upon me, I again appreached her bed. Up to this
moment nothing was known about her previous history. Although she
had been an inmate for ten months, she had never made the slightest
reference to the home or friends of her early you h, nor "Was it kno-wn
whether her parents were living or dead. Though she refused to give
any information respecting herself or her relatives, she was glad to listen
to the communications of others, and drank in very eagerly all that was
said concerning God's love in the gift of His Son. In the course of this
second conversation, it appeared that the reading and remarks upon the
Scriptures had shed fresh light upon her mind, and her hope in Jesus
became bright and clear. "I have been a "Wicked sinner," she said; "1',e
lied, stolen, and done everything that's bad, but I belie,e my sins
are forgiven. Jesus saved the dying thief, and He can sa,e me"
She seemed to be resting upon Christ alone, and had no dread of
death. Being unaware that nothing was known by the nurse or others
of her antecedents, I said, "Fanny, you are very ill, and cannot li,e
long; do .your friends know of your condition?" " No, sir." " Ra,e
you a mother living?" " Yes, sir." At this I manifested great surprise,
and felt deeply grieved in my spirit, and said, "My poor dear creature,
is it possible that you have been here all these months, and yet have not
written to your disconsolate parent? Who can tell the pangs of so1'1'o-w,
that such silence must have caused to pass through her throbbing heart.
Will you allow me to write at once-she ought to be made acquainted
with your state?" She replied, "Do, if you please, and tell mother I
don't think I shall live to the end of the week; and I should like to see
her before I die; I can't die happy without seeing mother." The name
and residence of the parent were taken down, and a promise was gi,en to
write immediately upon returning to Bristol. When this was done, she
said, "Good-bye; if I do not see you again, I hope we shall meet in
heaven." The nurse, who was standing by, shook her head, and in a lo-w
tone said, "You may write if you please, but it will be entirely useless,
as the doctor informed me this morning she could not live t-wentyfour hours." "I am sorry to hear that; but it is my duty to -write,
and leave the result with God; and doctors, you know, are sometimes
mistaken." But indeed there appeared little human probability of a
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meeting between the mother and her child. Casting another glance at
poor Fanny and her companions in suffering, and mentally praying once
more on their behalf, I proceeded on my journey home. Distressing were
my thoughts and feelings as my steps were taken in the direction of the
city; the long sick ward, with its blank, bare walls, and miser?-ble inmates,
was photographed before my view. And then. the eye rested painfully
upon the dying one in that bed near the fire, and I thought of the poor
distressed mother, one hundred miles away, who had so often and so
fondly pressed the darling to her bosom, but perchance she now cares
nought about her child; and, if she does, the letter may not reach her, she
may have changed her home; or, if it should, the distance she will have to
travel almost precludes the hope that she will be in time. " My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord."
. Having been occupied nearly three hours in the ward, breathing all the
tinle a most unwholesome atmosphere, together with the influence exerted
on a sympathetic nature, I became much exhausted, but still had a long
way to walk before the needed rest could be procured. And, when home
was reached at length, after many weary steps, I sank into a chair, and
felt like one whose vital force was wellnigh gone. But shortly the importance of writing about Fanny, and doing it at once, was powerfully
impressed upon my mind. Being almost unable to move, one of my dear
children, now a happy believer in Jesus, brought pens and papers within
my reach; a letter was written and posted, with sincere and hearty prayer
in the name of Jesus that it might find the sorrow-stricken mother, and
that she might be enabled to come in time to see her child before she died.
This might seem a foolish request to some, but "all things are possible
to him that beli!lveth;" and the great Intercessor has again said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name He will give it to you"
(John xvi. 23).
Has the reader ever tested the truthfulness of this most blessed promise;
or, like the Church at Laodicea, does he say, "I am rich and increased in
goods, and have need of nothing?" If so, Jesus says, "Thou art poOl~,
and miserable, and blind, and naked," and " counsels thee to buy of Him
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich, and white raiment that
thou mayest be clothed." Ah, solemn truth, without coming to and
trusting Him, we must be poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked
for ever.
On the following morning a number of fever cases in the parish of St.
J ude were visited, a kind friend having sent me money for their relief.
These were found in various stages-some just seized with the terrible
malady, others whom it was laying low in the cold embrace of death.
The next day I continued my visits in the fever-stricken district, and, becoming unwell, retired to rest somewhat earlier than us;ual. At about
eleven o'clock, when all was quiet, a ring was heard at the bell, then
another and another in quick succession. Not expecting anyone at that
late hour, too thought struck me, " Surely some one is ill, and desires to
see me." Hastening downstairs and opening the garden gate, a man
entered, saying, "Please to excuse my ringing you up at this late hour,
but there is a person in my fly outside who says she must see you." Proceeding at once to the vehicle, there I found a female, rather above middle
age, respectably attired, but full of agitation and distress, beating her feet
on the floor and weeping bitterly, while she exclaimed, "My child, sir,
\> here is my child?"
"Poor thing, although I have never seen you
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before, I know who you are. Come in, and I will tell you all about her," I
replied. The flyman was paid and dismissed. The deeply-afflicted mother
of Fanny then entered the house. Happily, the fire was still burning
. in the grate; some tea was speedily made, and refreshment provided for
the weary one; but her heart was too full to allow her to eat; a cup of
tea was taken, and she became a little revived.
"Do you think she is yet alive? is it far to the Union? can I walk
the distance? do you think we could see her to-night?" were questions quickly proposed; but, when she heard the distance, and found
how late it was, she thought it would be better to obtain a lodging
somewhere in .the city for the night, and proceed to Stapleton in the morning. She was informed that it would be a pleasure to accommodate her
where she was; but, after lifting our hearts in prayer, it seemed very
desirable to make an attempt to gain admission to the Union that night.
Several persons thought it would be impossible: "With God all tllz'ngs are
possible." A fly was procured, and the poor, distracted, almost brokenhearted widow and myself at once commenced our journey, with marry
prayers for a successful termination to our enterprise. When God has a
work for His servants to accomplish, He gives the needed fitness for their
allotted task, for, although a little while ago so poorly, I was now quite
well. The nig·ht was dark and dreary; and, to persons in such an anxious
state of mind as we were, the place seemed very distant.
While thus pursuing our way, I discovered that nine years ago this
poor afflicted one was bereaved of her husband, but that, by dint of great
perseverance and industry, with God's blessing, she had been able to provide for her children, and bring them up in respectability; that Fanny
was the light and joy of the domestic hearth, devotedly loved by all who
knew her, constant and punctual in her attendance at the Sunday-school,
giving diligent attention to the instruction imparted; and, storing her
mind with the truths of God's word, she became at once the hope and joy
of her teacher's heart. But the seecl which seemed ready to spring up
was by the power and subtlety of the evil one stopped in its growth and
covered over for a season, like many others, around whom the fond affection of their teachers twine. In an evil hour she listened to the overtures
of a wicked and designing man. Now, had she as a. dutiful child 00nsulted her remaining parent and followed her advice, a vast amount of
suffering, both of body and mind, would have been spared to her, and in
all probability an untimely gmve prevented. Young women-if such
there be perusing this narrative-be assured that he who wishes you to do
anything contrary to the desire of an affectionate paJ:ent, is entirely unworthy of your confidence, and should at once be rather spurned as an
enemy than trusted as a friend; but Fanny listened to the flattering words
of her admirer and tempter, and, casting aside all restraint, and turning
a deaf ear to all entreaty, followed her seducer into paths of sin and
shame, to :fill a fond mother's heart with mourning, lamentation, and
woe; and 'to req,p, ultimately, as all sooner or later do, the bitter fruit
which she had so wickedly and so unwisely sown.
"Many are the prayers," said the poor mother, "I have offered for
the wandering one, whom I have not seen for eighteen months, and whom
I should never have known anything about, but for the letter I received
from you to-day as I was walking through the streets of the town, which,
when I opened, caused me almost to swoon away, while at the same time
I could not but feel, that at last I had received an answer to my oft-
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repeated prayer.. Many and many a night have I paced my room in the
deepest distress, thinking of her who was the darling of my heart, and
asking God, most earnestly, to watch over the erring and wandering one,
to bring her away from the path of sin, and to let me see her, once more,
before I died. ·While thus engaged, sometimes I heard footsteps approaching the house. Hope for a moment would make me forget my
sorrow; surely this is the wanderer returning; the footfall is soft-'tis
like my child's. She has had enough of sin, and, in answer to a mother's
earnest petitions, has now come back, like the prodigal of old, to find a
mother's heart and home open to receive her. Hark! the footsteps are
coming nearer; I shall surely hear her knock; the well-known voice of
my beloved will soon greet my ear; but no, 0 bitter disappointment:
those sounds which raised my hope, and filled my heart with joy, are
dying away in the distance. And then I would sink upon my bed in a
state of almost hopeless despair, saying with the Psalmist, "Hath God
forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercy?
'Vhen I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer." No, poor sorrowstricken soul, in this thou art mistaken. Thy prayers are registered in
heaven, for thy Lord has said, "He will be very gracious unto thee at
the voice of thy cry; when He shall hear it, He will answer thee." Thy
tears, and those of all the afHicted and oppressed of God's family, are
treasured up in His bottle. "True, but my sorrow was so great, I could
scarcely lay hold of His promises. At last, a ray of light pierced the dark
cloud. Your letter gave me hope. Do you think ·we shall get there in
time to see her before she dies? " Words of comfort were administered;
she was assured that, if not permitted to see her alive, there was good
ground for believing that she was one of the Lord's jewels, and would be
found at last shining in the Redeemer's crown for ever. While thus engaged in conversation, the carriage drove up before the iron railings,
fronting the Union. All was dark and silent as the chamber of deathno light to be seen, no sound to be heard. I alighted, leaving the anxious,
sorrow-stricken widow still seated. An attempt was immediately made
to arouse the sleepers, which for some time proved unavailing. Are we
to return to the city without, at least, gaining some tidings concerning
poor Fanny. Are the widow's prayers to remain unanswered? Are those
hopes, so recently raised, to be now ruthlessly dashed to the ground? Is
the subject of them to be disappointed now she has reached the expected
goal? Mere reason said, Yes, it must be so; but faith said, All shall yet
be well.
Another and still louder pull at the great bell, and then it appeared as
though some one had heard, for a faint light was seen; but, after waiting
a little, it proved to be only the flickering flame of a fire a little revived.
Another trial, and then if no one answers, it will be useless to make any
further attempt. But the God of the widow was looking on-faith had
been tried to the utmost. One more energetic pull at the bell; when 10 !
a light-the unmistakable light of a candle, was seen. Surely no traveller
ever more eagerly looked to the eastern horizon for the first dawn of the
morning than those two watched for this first bright beacon of hope. In
another moment the window of the apartment was hastily opened, and the
form of the friendly porter appeared in view, while in a good-natured tone
he called out, "Who's there?" The name was mentioned. " Wait a bit,
Mr. Showell, wait a bit, sir," said the kind-hearted old man, "and I'll let
you in." Having muffled his clothes around him, he soon came with his
c 2
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large bunch of keys; the gate was opened, and I entered. "You will no
doubt wonder at being rung up at this late hour, but I have brought a
. person to see her poor dying child. Tell me, is Fanny VV-- still
alive ?" "I have not heard of her death, but I will see." The register
was taken from the shelf, and a few pages turned over. "There is no
entry, sir; I think she must be still living." Thank God for that! "as
the inward response of an anxious and grateful heart; there is yet the
prospect of a meeting on this side of the grave between the mother and her
long-lost child! Oan we see her, Mr. Sowden; at least, may we go and
ascertain whether she is yet alive? for it was thought on Monday, by the
medical man, she could not survive twenty-four hours longer." "Yes, sir:
you can go; I will dress myself and conduct you to the ward, for I ha,e
just had orders to admit you whenever you came." The poor old man,
although disturbed at such an unseasonable hour, began at once cheerfully
to put on his attire, which he had only till'own loosely around him before,
while he said, "I have been an old traveller and a great sinner, but I
have found a great Saviour-I am not what I ought to be, but I will do
anything for spiritual good." In a few minutes the large iron gates are
rolled back, and the vehicle, containing one of God's deeply-tried and
affiicted children, drawn in. The coachman is kindly offered a seat by the
fire, while the widow, myself, and guide, lantern and keys in hand, are
soon found wending our way towards the back of the building.
"I cannot think how· it is I heard the bell to-night. Some short time
ago some poor tramps came, but I didn't hear them ring, and master had
to get up. I can't think how it was I heard it just now." "I will tell
you, my friend, how it was you heard it. vVe prayed as we came along
that you might do so, for we knew that unless some one heard, the poor
widow could get no tidings about her child; and God has listened to our
prayer; and you know God is the Hearer and Ans"erer of prayer. He
says, 'Oall upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee.' And
I believe the poor woman will yet see her child, for "e have earnestly
prayed in faith that she might." By this time we had reached the
entrance to the infirmary; in another minute the door is opened, and "e
begin to tread the long, white, neatly-kept corridor; a second door is unlocked and opened, and we ascend the stone 'staircase, and then find ourselves, with throbbing, heaving bosoms, standing at the door of the fever
ward. The. good old porter knocked, for the nurse is sleeping in an
adjoining wa1~d. Much more rapidly than could have been expected, she
sprang from her couch. The question is asked, in breathless haste, "Is
Fauny, whom I saw last night, yet alive?" It was a moment of painful
suspense, but the answer imparted relief-cc She was living a little while
ago. I will enter the ward and see." What thoughts were ours! Poor
thing, is it possible that thou art so near thine end, and yet no one sitting
by to watch the flickering flame of life, to speak one cheering word about
a Saviour's love, or wipe the death-dews from thy marble bro"? Oh,
cruel, cruel sin, what mischief hast thou wrought! and now in the last
extremity thy poor votary is left to do battle with the last enemy alone.
But stay, ye unhappy thoughts, in your onward flow; a greater than all
human friends is with her now-that crucified One who saved the dying
thief is there beside that lonely bed; His arms arfl cast around to yield
the needed comfort in this trying hour; His loving voice is heard to soothe
and bless-CC When thou passeth through the waters, I will be with thee;"
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." But perchance she has
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already passed the narrow stream of death; the angelic convoy provideJ
by her King may be even now conducting her through the pearly gates
into the mansions of the blest. Yes; that once-degraded, polluted, sinstained one, now washed in the blood and clothed in the righteousness of
Ohrist, may be at rest on the bosom of her Lord. The nurse and I enter
the ward alone, the mother being desired to remain outside for a moment,
lest our musingsshould prove realities, and the poor widow, finding only
the lifeless clay of the one she loved so much, should swoon away; or, if
alive, the sudden appearance of her mother by her side should prove too
much for her, and so the trembling spirit might be abruptly dismissed
from its frail dwelling-place. The bed is reached with cautious steps.
She lives, she breathes, she is awake, were the thoughts which had wellnigh found utterance by the lips. A pleasant smile of recognition passed
over her deathly features, while no doubt she wondered what had brought
her friend at such an hoUI'.
"Fanny, I thought you would like to see me once more." A look of
approbation told the feeling of her heart. "Are you still happy?" "Yes,
Jesus has saved me; He is going to take me to Himself." "Fanny, you
asked me last night to write to YOUI' mother" (at the mention of the word
1notlwr her eyes brightened, and she smiled again), "would you really like
to see her?" "Oh yes, I should like to see mother." Do you think you
could bear an interview with her? "Oh, yes, I should like to see mother."
"My poor dear child, God has sent your mother: my letter reached
her to-day, and she has come to see you. She is now outside, but I will
call her in." Ooming forward at that moment, and for tho first time for
eighteen months catching sight of her long-lost and often-prayed-for child,
the mother threw herself across the bed, while in a transport of joy she
exclaimed, "My darling child, my darling child," and immediately im;
printed a kiss of fond affection on her cheek. The poor girl then, fastening
her eyes upon her affectionate parent, cried, "Oan you forgive me, mother,
can you forgive me?" "Twenty times over, my child, twenty times over,"
was the beautiful response. Would that some hard-hearted mothers, who
spurn their children from their sight when once the boundary line of
virtue has been crossed, had witnessed the interview of this mother and
child. How like the meeting of a long-forgotten though unforgetful God
and the 'poor once-wandering but now-returning and sorrow-stricken
sinner. No frown upon the forehead, nor cold repelling looks, nor upbraidings about the past; but only smiles and expressions of the highest
joy that he at last is brought to his right mind, accompanied by the
repeated assurance of full forgiveness and favour through the great
atonement of Oalvary. Oh that men and women knew the infinite willingness of an offended God to receive and pardon the most guilty of our race!
" Now then we are ambassadors for Ohrist, as though God did beseech
you by us; we pray you in Ohrist's stead be ye reconciled to God"
(2 001'. v. 20). But it was a solemn meeting withal-a time to be re;
membered, in that still hour ofthe night. There we stood, the porter with
the lantern, the nurse ancI myself around that dying-bed, in a large and
comfortless apartment, lighted only by the dim flame of one small candle,
the stillness being occasionally broken and the solemnity heightened by
groans and sighs, coming from the poor sufferers around; who, waking
from their sleep, appeared conscious that something unusual was taking
place. The interview was too much for both mother and child, so that
for a few minutes complete silence reigned.
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I then spoke a tew words of comfort to poor Fanny, and questioned her
a little as to her state, to which she gave the most satisfactory answers.
There was no attempt to justify, excuse, or trust in self; she appeared to
derive the most solid comfort from reposing alone in Jesus. She was not
afraid to pass the gloomy valley, but said, :' I should like to die now mother's
here."
Having spent a few minutes in prayer with thanksgiving, praising God
for this most remarkable meeting in answer to the earnest supplications of
His children, commending the departing one to the care of Him who had
washed her' from her guilt in His own blood, and entreating that the
events of that memorable night might be made a blessing, especially to
the other inmates of the ward, we prepared to depart. Looking towa1'd
the widow, our friend the porter said, "Mrs. W--, I will take upon
myself to say that you may remain with your poor child. She is not long
for this w01'ld, I can see." .Shortly, however, she 1'ecovered f1'om the £1'st
surprise, and somewhat 1'allied. The nurse thought that she might even
live for some days; for the mother's presence and sweet forgiving lo,e
appeared to pour a little fresh oil into the almost-extinguished lamp of
life.
"Good-bye, Fanny! Good-bye, my child! I commend you to the
Saviour's care," I said. The bedclothes moved, and a tiny, almost
fleshless arm was outstretched. Seeing what she wanted, I took her
hand. Surely, surely, that cannot be the grasp of a dying one-so :fl.rm,
so strong, but it was the last effort to display her love; and, as I left the
bed, her sparkling eyes were fixed upon me, and, with a face radiant with
a heavenly smile, she said, "God-bless-you-sir."
It seems to me that I shall never be (l,ble to forget those few sho1't
w01'ds, nor lose sight of the expressive look with which they were
uttered.
How I praised God for using me as an instrument to bring together
this fond, affectionate mother and her long-lost Fanny; and left that
dying-bed more thoroughly determined to seek out the friendless and
fallen of our race, to look for hearts in which to pour the balm of Gospel
grace. Oh, the luxury of doing good; may all who read this stoop to
taste of that 1'ef1'eshing spring.
The mothe1' remained watching by the bed till early morn, and then,
having prepa1'ed and given her" darling child" her breakfast (which she
ate with more than ordinary zest), she came t9 Bristol to procure some
extra comforts for the dying one, and called to say, she thought the
thread of life would yet be lengthened. Alas, for human hopes! the
spirit of he~' child had 'passed a\ray before these words were uttered; and
the poor, diseased, degraded, lifeless body, had been washed and covered
before her return to the Union. Having determined to stay to the funeral,
which was to take place on the following Saturday, she was most kindly
provided with bad and board by the master and matt'on. Of them she
will ever cherish a gmteful remembrance; they entered int'O her SOlTOW,
and did all in their power to, assuage her grief.
Towards the end of the week, I began to think much about the poor
mother, a hundred miles away from home, with the mournful duty before
her of committing the remains of the erring one to t.he tomb. I felt that
I must go and suppo1't her in t.his hour of trial, and let her lean upon my
arm. But it seemed necessary to prepare for the services on the morrow.
" No excuse, if you please," said the inward monitor. " W ~uld you not
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walk forty miles, instead of four, to minister to the Saviour's needs if He
were here? and this poor woman is a suffering member of His body."
The walk was undertaken. Hallowed was the joy that filled my soul as
the word of Jesus sounded in my ear, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."
This unexpected visit was the means of imparting a little comfort to the
sorrowing heart. ",Ve waited for a short time, and then it was announced
that all was ready, when we at once proceeded to the quiet churchyard, a
short distance from the Union. How glad was I then to stand beside
the sobbing. one, for fifteen open graves met our view. It was, indeed, a·
mournful scene. The servic~ was read with due solemnity, and the body
of the once-bright, cheerful, happy, yet erring Fanny, was committed to
the ground. Oh that young women who are leaving the home of their
childhood for the ways of sin, could have seen that sight j perhaps it
might have saved them from a life of shame. All do not die as Fanny
died, for the Scripture saith, "He, that being often reproved hardenetll
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy"
(Prov. xxix. 1).
" Oh, you that are afar from God,
And daily spurn a Saviour's love;
Think, is it quite worth while to lose
A heaven of joy and rest above P"
Mter performing the last mournful office for the departed, and taking a
lingering look at the place where the once-lovely Fanny now lies, we
proceeded to the railway station. A few kind words were exchanged at
parting, and the grateful, loving, sorrowing mother at once commenced
the journey to her distant home. With a very thankful spirit I bent my
steps towards the city, thinking of the many links in the chain of God's
wondrous providence, which had, in answer to earnest believing prayer,
brought mother and daughter so mysteriously together, and praised Him
for allowing me to administe.r some little consolation to a widow's troubled
heart, and to smooth the dying pillow of her poor child.
" OASTING ALL YOUR OARE UPON HIM j FOR HE OARETH
FOR YOU."
Sure that the Father, who is nigh,
o LORD, how happy should we he
To still the famished ravens' cry,
If we could cast our care on Thee,
Will hear in that wc fear.
If we from self could rest,
And feel at heart that Oue abo\'e,
We cannot trust Him as we should,
In perfect wisdom, perfect love,
So chafes weak nature's restless mood
]s working for the best.
To cast its peace away;
But birds and flowerets round us
How far from this our daily life,
preach,
How oft disturbed by anxious
All,
all the present evil teach,
strife,
Sufficient for the day.
By sudden wild alarms;
Lord, make these faithless hearts of
Oh, could we but relinquish all
om's
.
Our earthly props, and simply fall
Such lessons learn from birds and
On Thine Almighty arms!
flowers,
Could we but kncel, and cast our
Make them from self to cease;
load,
Leave all things to a Father's will,
E'en while we pray, upon our God,
And taste, .before Him lying still,
Then rise with lightened cheer;
E'ell ill affliction peace.
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OLD TESTAMENT TEAOHINGS.
BY A DEPARTED SAINT.

" And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram Move them away."
GEN. xv. 11.
THE Ohurch Qf Ohrist in every age, in every nation, and under every
dispensation, has been composed of the same characters, governed by the
same laws, and its worship the same; not in its externals, but in its most
important and essential principles, which is to teach us not to quarrel "With
our brethren in Ohrist on account of mere external and ceremonial ritesremembering that "circumcision or uncircumcision availeth nothing, but a
new creature"-a precious faith in Ohrist Jesus.
In this chapter we have an interesting description of a gracious appearance of God to Abraham (verse 1), a name which signifies" a father of
eminency or exaltation;" and when J ehovah added the letters" ha," then
its literal signification was" a father of many nations." Abram entreats
of God that He would give him an heir, which was promised him (,erses
2-5). He has also a fresh promise made to him of the Land of Canaan
(verse 7), of which he desires a sign, and this was given to him (verses
8-12). This is a beautiful specimen of patriarchal worship, and is supposed
by some to represent the burnt-offerings, the sin-offerings, and the peaceofferings, which were ordained or appointed under the Mosaic dispensation.
And when tho fowls came down from heaven-unclean bU'ds-birds of
prey, such as eagles, vultures, kites, crows, &c., emblems of the enemies
of the Ohurch of God,-the Gentile nations, who, if they could not destroy
the Ohurch by persecution, would endeavour to disturb the worshippers of
God who" worship Him in spirit and in truth;" and, if possible, to prennt
the public worship and acknowledgment of the triune J ehovah-whether
under the Mosaic economy, or under the reign of Prince Messiah; but the
Ohurch of God is founded upon a Rock, "against which the gates of hell
shall never prevail," either to injure or destroy.
From these words, we will state some of those properties or principles
which are essential to the true worship of J ehovah-the annoyance fond
hind.Tance which believers experience in this solemn and delightful engagement.
I have already said that the true worship of God is the same in its
grand essential principles in every nation, and under every dispensation of
revealed truth-CC They that worship God, must ever worship Him in
spirit and in tIUth."
1. It must be sincere. It must arise or spring from an upright and
righteous principle; and what is this? It is to be renewed in the spu'it
of our minds; and, without this, it is impossible to present a holy, spiritual,
and acceptableservice ; without this, external decencies and outward professions, are an abomination in the eyes of that adorable Being who
looketh on the heart (Isaiah lxvi. 3, 4). Abram's sincerity is indisputable.
2. It must be simple unostentation. I hate, and I am sure God hates,
mere reli~ious parade and display; nor is it right to attach the term
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religion to such performances: it is a desecration of the term. The venerable and devout patriarch had built his rmal altar probably of earth and
stones; the required victims were slain, and laid in their place, and, in the
lively exercise of faith, Abram waited for the token of divine approbation:
Still more simple and unobtrusive is the form of Christian worship institutBd by Him who is the Great Teacher of the Church. "Wherever two
or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them." "In my name!" Oh, when prayer and praise are presented to
God in this narp.e, heaven descends upon earth, and that spot is the
Chmch of the Living God, whether there be few or many worshippers
assembled; 'whether the temple be splendid or simple, if, in Christ's name,
He has promised to be in the midst of them~
3. Faith in the atoning Lamb of God is essential to the true worship of
God. Abraham was illustrious for his faith; his history may be styled a
history of faith. Paul celebrated his faith in his epistle to the Romans;
and in his epistle to the Hebrews (xi. 8-19), the faith of Abraham is set
forth in glowing and beautiful language. And the Lord from heaven
thus sublimely spoke of Abraham's faith, "Abraham rejoiced to see my
day; and he saw it, and was glad. Verily, I say unto you, Before
Abraham was, I am." Thus the saints in the antediluvian age, in the
patriarchal age, and during the dispensation of Moses, all, all lived and
died in the faith of the Messiah-the Immanuel, "God with us." And
without this it is impossible to please God-yea, all worship is offensive
to Him.
4. Gratitude and love must be the animating principles which impart a
heavenly glow to our worship and devotions: without these, praise is a
dry rehearsal, and prayer an unmeaning sound (Psalm lxxxiv. 1-3).
5. Divine knowledge is inseparable. Ignorance may, by some, be
styled "the mother of devotion;" and God knoweth the professing
Church is crowded with such benighted and besotted devotees. Error
deadens devotion; error renders worship cold and formal; error makes
the Chmches lamps without oil and fire, instead of being as lamps trimmed
and burning. Jesus describes, in His comprehensive and emphatic manner,
what the true worship of God is: "The true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him
in Spirit and in truth"-in Him who is Truth itself, and according to the
grand truths of the Gospel. Hence, the apostle Paul says, in his epistle
to the Philippians, "For we are the circumcision, which worship God in
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh ;"
also, "But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ... ".
I press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Alas! alas! I fear we have but few who thus worship Jehovah.
Oh, what a subject is this for self-examination!
" n. We will endeavom to set before you some of those things which
hinder and oppose the believer in his endeavour to worship God.
Was my discomse principally and entirely directed to the ungodly, I
should, without hesitation, say, "Your impenitence, your blindness, your
death in sin, your hardness of heart, these unfit you to engage in the
divine worship; these inspire you with hatred to God and His service.
Verily, ye must be born again, before you can worship God in the beauty
of holiness." But, oh ye believers, what hindrances have you to encounter in your approaches to the Lord, when you wish to present unto
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Him the devout exercises of your heart! You often in secret mourn over
and confess them.
. 1. What evil principles are sometimes at work! Pride: the pride of
supposed merit, the pride of human reason, the pride of talent, of science
(Rev. iii. 16, 17). Envy, too: envying the talents, the popularity, the
mccess of others; condemning the motives and lessening the real excellencies of your Ohristian brethren. &tpinenes8 and unbelief also present
hindrances to the believer: these create languor of mind, inactivity of
soul-various doubts and fears harass him, and, not unfrequently, the
present needed, blessing is not obtained, owing to the weakness of faith.
Oh, how often have believers experienced the baneful effects of those
principles, so that, like the unclean birds to Abram, they have harassed
the minister, the elders, and the leaders, and the private individuals of our
Ohristian Ohurches !
2. Distracting and dissipating thoughts. These sometimes are distresing hindrances in our worshipping the Lord, whether in the closet, at
the domestic altar, or in the house of prayer. The retrospect of the past,
the anticipations of the future, the various secular engagements, badness
of trade and losses and disappointments, the affairs and distresses of
others, with a thousand other things equally inimical to the devout and
spiritual worshipping of the Lord, would not only 09cuPY the mind1\hen
thus professedly engaged, but would, like an irreSIstible flood, drive it
from the throne of the heavenly grace.
3. The consciousness of having committed sin. This sometimes is a
most formidable and painful hindrance to the worship of God; this
quenches the desire for a time, which is the essence of prayer, and makes
the believer dumb; he cannot pray. Oh, what he feels, under such a state
of mind, none but he can tell !
4. The devil and the powers of darkness present great obstacles to your
engaging in the worship of the Lord. Satan well knows how to lay
hindrances in your way. He will tell you there is no occasion to go to
the house of God; you can read your Bible at home, pray at home; the
cares of life; your poverty; or else-which is as great a falsehood as anyyou have not much time to spend in religious exercises, or there is no
profit in serving God! Indeed, my brethren, time would fail to rehearse
the various hindrances and oppositions which the child of God meets "ith
in the worship of the Lord. But be not discouraged; "as thy day is, so
shall thy strength be." Remember this is a time of trial; but God has
said, "I will be with thee."
HI. Allow me to present unto you a few frioncUy directions. " And
when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away."
Like Abram, drive all your hindrances and oppositions away; but not in
your own strength; if you do, you are sure to fail.
1. Oarry them all to the Lord; the evil principles of your heart, your
distracting thoughts, your sins, which separate between you and Him;
make this your daily habitual practice.
2. Be watchful. Fancypaints the devout patriarch as alternately glancing
at the birds of prey and his humble altar, and towards heaven. So the
Christian worshipper must watch against the baneful influences of sensual
objects, the evil principles of his nature, the emotions of his mind, and
this in humble dependence upon the divive aid, else he will soon find to his
cost the devil is more vigilant than the saint.
3. Be prayerful; "pray without ceasing i" and this implies a holy
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breathing of soul; pray for greater sincerity, for the simple heart, the
single eye, for greater faith in J esns and His finished work, that your
love to Him may abound more and more, that your knowledge may be
neither barren nor unfruitful.
.
4. Aspire after successful prayer, and I am sure your prayers will terminate in a complete success. " I will not let thee go," says one, "unless
thou bless."
5. Persevere, in season and out of season, in your attendance upon
public worship. It was the solemn injunction of one well versed in the
Church, "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, as the
manner of 'some is: but exhort one another; and so much the more
as ye see the day approaching." When the Saviour said, "When two or
tru:ee are gathered," &c., it is the same as if He had said, "Meet, or
assemble together, in my name." We read, that" they who feared the
Lord often spake one to another." The whole history of the Church is
an illustration of this, particularly in the most gloomy times, when cruel
persecutors sought to destroy the Church of God, and His servants were
driven from their houses, having neither house nor temple to worship in ;
still they would meet together, even at the hazard of their lives; and, by
their meeting together, their prayers, their praises, and their exhortations,
they have consecrated the valleys, the mountain-tops, the caves, and the
dens of the earth. Yes, persevere; let neither friend nor foe persuade or
deter you from the house of God, and let no mere earthly engagement
deprive God of your service in His worship.
(1.) Oall to remembrance the example of the saints in every age, and be
diligent imitators of them-patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and the Lord's
children in ever age: Noah walked with God, Abraham was the friend
of God. Moses talked with God on the Mount; David was the man
after God's own heart; Isaiah saw His glory. Oh, how honoured were
these illustrious saints; and how honourable to walk in their steps! The
Lord enable us !
(2.) Oonsider the blessed results that often accompany the assembling of
the Lord's people for divine worship. " Blessed are they that dwell in Thy
house: they will be still praising Thee." "Blessed is the man whom Thou
choosest, and causest to approach unto Thee." What light breaks in
upon the mind; what comforts delight our souls-what relief; what refreshing showers of divine influence are felt! How is faith strengthened;
hopes brightened; love kindled afresh; every grace improved; the man
of God thoroughly furnished for every good "ord and work-so that he
may be enabled to go on from strength to strength, leaning upon his
Almighty Redeemer. These, these, 0 my God, constitute a part of the
blessedness of this new man whom" Thou choosest, and causest to approach
unto Thee." "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than
to dwell in the tents of wickedness." And what multitudes of poor sinners
have been visited by the healing and saving virtues of the waters of salvation, whilst mingling with the saints of God in the house of wOl'ship;
some, drawn and attracted by the voice of prayer and of praise, have been
savingly, sovereignly, and effectually arrested, and sent away praying and
praising.
(3.) Remember, this, 0 believer, will be your everlasting employment
in heaven. Then here be much at the throne of grace-hereby you will
breathe.much of the atmosphere of heaven; its sacred fires will kindle
your devotions, and thus you will become more gradually desirous of
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uniting with angels and the Redeemed, in their sublime and perfect
devotions. Oh, happy thought; it will be your meat and your drink to
worship" Him who sitteth upon the throne, and the Lamb, for ever and
. for ever," and that in all "the beauty of perfect holiness."
THE BRIDE, THE CHURCH.
MANY years ago, when, in the freshness of youth, ,I remember hearing
the late Mr. Craik, of Bristol, observe. that the Lord had not only said to
His disciples, ,le Take heed how ye hear," but" Take heed what ye hear;"
and that the two warnings should always go together. In such a day as
this, the admonition is greatly needed; for there is much chaff and stubble
abroad, and we should search well for the wheat among it, and be quite
sure it is the old corn of the land, for nothing else can rightly feed us.
On a Sabbath evening, some weeks ago, in the <:ity of B--, I heard
some very strange statements made by a gentleman-a layman, I thinkwho was addressing a large assembly in a room set apart for the Lord's
service. The subject was prophecy; but to give any concise detail of the
whole would be utterly vain; for there was no particular outline, the
statements were so many and varied, and generally unconnected; the vein
of thought running throughout so crooked, that from beginning to end it
seemed a problem of mystery. But, as some of these vi8\\S, I am told,
have a wide circulation among a large body of professing Christians, and
are received as precious truths, it is well to inquire whether" these things
are so," and to let" the law and the testimony" decide the matter.
First, then, it was asserted that when the Lord Jesus comes again, He
will have TWO BRIDEs-the earthly and the heavenly,. the latter to remain
with him for a thousand years in the new Jerusalem-the clouds, and the
former to dwell upon the earth during the same period of time. N 0'\\, it
is easier to make a statement than to prove it. Where are T'\\O brides
spoken of in Scripture? The ten virgins (Matt. xxv.), it has abmys been
admitted, represent the Church and the world: where is the third party,
,or the one Church cut up into two? There is the chaff and the wheat
(Matt. iii. 12)-two specific objects of compariRon, but not two specific
kinds of corn. The elect (and that, of course, all admit is a title given
exclusively to "the Church of the living God") are to be gathered
together, from the four corners of the earth, by the angels, at the last
great day (Matt. xiii. 49). The bride, the Lamb's wife, first appeared in
type when Eve was brought to Adam; and" for this cause," said our
blessed Lord, "shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave unto
his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh" (Matt. xix. 5). "Upon this
Rock [Himself]," said Jesus, "will I build my Church" (Matt. xvi. 18).
And it is observable that the word Christ is used in the thu'd of
Genesis, when applied to the creation of Eve; in the Hebrew (~m), this
was" the Church which He pUfchased with His own blood" (Acts=. 28),
which He loved, "and gave Himself for it" (Eph. v. 25). There is
scarcely a cardinal truth revealed by the Spirit in the N ewTestament that
was not prefigured by type or shadow in the Old; and can a single passage
be given from either, to prove that, when the Lord comes again the second
time, He will come to claim His TWO brides, whether in the clouds or
upon the earth? "Come hither," said the angel to John, in Patmos,
" and I will show thee ':-What? "The bride, the Lamb's wife "-not
wives. Such a representation is a sort of spiritual polygamy; and it gives
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a flat denial to the oneness of the Ohurch. " Did He not make one.'2" asks
the prophet Malachi (ii. 15); Ohrist" is the Head of the body, the
Ohurch" (001. i. 18). One head upon two bodies is a monstrosity.
Such is the word of God; but when the word of man comes in and puts
an extinguisher over the light of truth, and strikes another from a match
of his own concocting, and tells us that, when the Lord comes again, He
will have TWO wives-one down on the earth, and the other up in the
clouds-why surely it is no want of charity to say that such teaching is
what the apostle J ames describes in the the third chapter of his epistle and
the fifteenth verse.
Then, secondly, this gentleman asserted that, anterior to the first
coming, no Jew made one of the body of Ohrist; and that, until the
resurrection, there was no Ohurch at all! But let us look for a moment
into the subject. According to the Eternal purpose, the Lamb was slain
from the foundation of the world-and for whom? For all whose names
were written in the book of life-from Abel to the last elect vessel who
shall be alive at the Lord's coming. These were chosen before the world
began (Eph. i. 4); and all who are not found written herein are to be cast
into a lake of fire (Rev. xiv. 15). Now, if it be admitted that these names
comprise every member of the mystical body of Ohrist, and compose His
ONE Ohurch from the creation of the world to its close (Psalm cxxxix. 15),
was the name of Noah, who walked with God, omitted? of Abraham, the
friend of God? of J acob, whom He loved, and to whose seed He said,
" Fear not; I have redeemed thee: thou art mine?" Oould there have
been a promise or a blessing for anyone of them apart from the Son of
His love, the shedding of whose blood, prefigured by the blood of bulls
and goats, was the ground of their acceptance with J ehovah ? The apostle
;Paul, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, enumerates a large number of
Old Testament saints who lived by faith and died in faith, "that they might
obtain a better resurrection;" and yet we are told they are notto rise at the
• first resurrection, and that they do not belong to the Ohurch of the Firstborn !
At the close of this remarkable chapter, the link between Jew and Gentile
is proved indispensable, as the apostle concludes in these words, "that
they without us should not be made perfect." Job was satisfied that he
would have his portion in resurrection blessedness (xix. 25); Stephen
speaks of the Jewish people as " the Church in the wilderness" (Acts vii. 38) ;
and, if Ohrist were the Root of David (Rev. xxii. 16), was not David
one of His branches? In the sealing of the tribes (Rev. xiv. 1), whether
literal or spiritual, it is Israel who are sealed; and can any but the Ohurch
of God have the seal of God written on their foreheads? (Rev. v. 3;
xxii. 4.) And, after the sealing, when John beheld a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, standing before the throne,
were the Jews excepted?
Truly, then, in days like the present, when standard-bearers are fainting, and error, in its varied forms, has crept into churches, and chapels,
and rooms, we have need to be on our watch-towers, and remember the
divine admonitions, "Take heed lww ye hear," and" take heed what ye
hear," which, as the now-sainted HenryOraik once said, "should always
O.
go together."
When the highest promises are made, God expects they should be put
in suit. Our Saviour joins the promise and the petition together. The
promise to encoluage the petition, and the petition to enjoy the promise.
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QGOxttSpO nbmtt.
REFLEOTIONS 'ON A YOUNG DISCIPLE,
WHOSE DYING EXPERIENCE WAS RECENTLY RECORDED IN THESE PAGES.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-It was with deep interest I read in the GospelllIagazz'ne for
June and July your notice of" The Fountain Sealed "-a book which for
several years has been very highly valued by me.
Though it was not mine to know the subject of the memoir personally,
yet I was privileged to know very much of her through a friend frequently and affectionately referred to in the book. When she was called
to pass "through the valley of the shadow of death," hearing of her
sufferings, which were very great and exceedingly acute, my heart
was drawn towards her in living sympathy, which poured itself out
in earnest prayer on her behalf; and, looking back upon the past, it is
still a very sweet memory to recollect the blessed spirit of pleading then
enjoyed. Some few months after her death, I was on a visit with the
friend above mentioned, and here again I heard much of the departed
one. Especially I remember speaking of her one Sabbath, and looking
at the photographic likeness possessed oy this friend. Beholding it long
and earnestly, there seemed a living eloquence in it which addressed itself
to me very powerfully. There was a power of sacred message-bearing in
it; and how vividly comes back to me the Sabbath afternoon service in
the country church! My spirit seemed to get beyond the earthly sanctuary,
and Psalm of rustic worshippers; and, standing in the upper sanctuary,
there to behold the now-glorified spu:it, endowed with the crown of lifc,
assisting in pouring out the fiow of harmony and praise which for the
time I seemed to hear. It was a moment of solemn, exquisite joy, like to
none other. Returning from church, I wrote the lines herewith enclosed.
There are some other lines which perhaps may find their way to you some
future day.
Your remarks on the dangerous fascinations of the Ohurch of Rome are
well founded. That Ohurch, as you say, seems to adopt a course of selfsacrifice and world-renunciation congenial to a chastened spirit and a
crushed heart! A snare is thus. spread for those who would not be won
by the more openly vicious parts of the system.
Mrs. Methuen's remarks on this part of her daughter's experience
touching these snares, are faithful and invaluable. Indeed, rare fidelity
and judicious discrimination are exercised in this deeply-interesting
memoir. Very many valuable lessons are surely to be gained both by
parents and young persons, and Ohristian pilgrims generally, from an
attentive perusal. Accept in conclusion my sincere wishes for your best
welfare.
Yours faithfully,
000.
when conternplating a Lil.eness of "MISS METHUEN, whose bright
Ch1-istian pilgrirnage was closed by Ct gloriO'tts t1'iurnph OV81' death somB months
before.
THOUGHTS

me, there is a language in those eyes
As of one speaking from beyond the skies,
Heard by my soul in converse high and sweet,
Where soul with soul doth in communion meet.
FOR
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There is a depth-a purity-a light
Displayed all lovely to my wond'ring sight;
Upon that fair, expansive, lofty brow
There sits a calm repose of glory now.
In all the lineaments of that dear face,
Expression sweet, ineffable I trace~
The sov'reignty of soul o'er body gained,
And such mysterious height of bliss attained:
Flesh seems a veil through which, as through a screen,
Eternity's bright quenchless light is seen.
I marvel much, and explanation seek;
E'en from those eyes, which such soul-language speak;
My spirit then attentive bows and hears;
Strange feelings overcome me; there come tears
Into mine eyes, at which the soul attends
To hear the message which from heaven descends:
"Not without conflict 'twas I gained this peace,
Which seems to say, Henceforth all strife shall cease;
And knowing soon shall be the last-rn'awn breath,
Yet looks with queenly meekness upon death,
Submitting to the Hand that calls away,
Yet holding o'er the' king of terrors' sway.
With ev'ry blessing multiplied around,
There was not yet this sweet composure found,
Till sin was vanquished-passion, self subdued,
The heart and spirit too in Christ renewed.
The law's stern threat'ning for my sin appeased,
E'en by the blood of Him, in whom, well pleased,
The Sacrifice for sins, our God receives
The trembling sinner who repents-believes.
Not dear-loved friends nor riches could bestow
The gift of peace j mine only now I know
The God of Peace, His Spirit's work of love,
Which makes me love Him all things else aboveMakes me with willingness my life resign,
With all its blessings, at the word divine;
Count beauty, youth, rank, riches, all as noughtReady to part with those, too, whom I ought
To value more than ev'rything next heaven,
By whom those very friends to me were given.
Not till this work was in my soul complete,
Did I possess this peace so precious, sweet.
Though bright and calm has seemed my outward life,
I've felt the agonizing inward strifeThe need that all God's armour should be wornThe heat of many battle-days be borne.
And now I joy to say, with one of old,
While future scenes their glories bright unfold:
" Oh, I am 'more than conqueror through Him'
Who loved us '-gave Himself for us. How dim
All earthly victors' glory to compare
With that to which I am eternal heir."
If to thy faith the vision bright be given,
To see me throned amid the courts of heaven,
While e'en the radiant crown upon my head
On mortal eyes doth dazzling brightness shed;
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And thou, thro' heaven's expanse, canst hear the ring
Of rapturous praise from love's melodious string;
1£ this bright vision be vouchsafed to thee,
It is that thou a little glimpse mayst see
Of that unmerited and full reward
Bestowed on those who fear and love the Lord;
And who, in Jesus Christ when formed anew,
His footsteps in meek diligence pursue.
Lose not this portion blest which is for thee;
Press on with prayer, and, watchful, stedfast be."
000.

A MOTHER'S LETTER TO HER SON UPON THE OOMPLETION
OF HER NINETIETH YEAR.
[The following letter will be" read WIth deepest interest by the Spirittaught and divinely-enlightened. How weighty are the words of this
dear old saint! How weak and vain, absurd and valueless, does the
Ritualistic rubbish and the Rationalistic reasonings of the present day
become, when set in contrast to such a thoughtful, well-tried, deep-testing, and personal experience, as this letter exhibits. IVell may men "With
their millinery, their marchings, music, and monkish mummeries, tako
shame to themselves Cif they had any shame in them) when confronted
with such a testimony as the annexed.-ED.J
My VERY DEAR AND ONLY SON,-I sit down to address to you probably
the last letter you will have from me. I suffered much on account of your
and your ever-beloved wife's heavy trials; but my faith is immovable in
all these things working out for you both, and for myself, "a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." I am now near ninety years old j
but I consider myself one of the happiest beings in existence, for most of
my trials are gone through j and, under the apprehension of those to
come, I am happy to tell you my feet are on the Rock. I have a
husband, three children, and two grandchildren, beyond the boundary
line of sin and sorrow. God was manifestly glorified in the deaths of
those who came to maturity; and the rest are quite as safe. . My health is
just as good as ever it was, only the infirmities incident to old age j and
fewer of these than, perhaps, any other of my age. My memory is good;
I seldom forget anything I hear; I can read a little, and hear tolerably
well j I have food to eat, and raiment to put on, and, when sick, tender
hands to aid my infirmities. I feel as if a volume would not be too much
for me to fill, if I told you all I think of you both and the deal' children j
and, when overwhelmed with the thought of you all, I can only ease my
full heart by crying to heaven, in the language of the apostle, "That the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Ohrist would bless you all with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Ohrist Jesus." I know, and often
say, our prayers are reciprocal, for I feel assured you are asking for me j
and the blessed access I feel tells me that I am heard for you.
But one thing, above all things, I would enforce-the necessity of
teaching the deal' children that the religion I am recommending is a thing
not merely to be found in books, sermons, or knowledge, but at the throne
of grace; it is a " casting off the works of darkness, and putting on the
armour of light j" it is "putting off the old man, and putting on the
new;" a "crucifying the flesh, with its affections Gnd lusts:" it is set
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about by a knowledge of themselves; a repentance towards God; a faith in
Ohrist; a passing through the strait gate; a new birth; Ohrist formed
and brought forth in the soul, enabling the new creature to walk in
Ohrist, with a knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins; a sel£denying life. I tell my dear grandchildren that these are my views of
religion, after sixty-fonr years of experience-for so long has my Saviour
kept me; and now I know" that neither life nor death [nor any of the
dangers in the catalogue] shall be able to separate me from the love of
God, which is in Ohrist Jesus my Lord." I shall ever, while life remains,
remember you in all my prayers, night and day, and I trust you will do
the same for me; for I am still in the field, and the wolf of the evening
is still going about. But, afte.r sixty-four years' conflict, the sword of the
Spirit is still bright; and oh, to have the promised land in view! This
is what Bunyan calls the land of Beulah; or the prophet Isaiah, "the
land that is afar off, where the King is seen in His beauty." I was
reading of this to-day, the first of the year; and I trust, ere another year
rolls round, that faith will be lost in sight. But, before I let the pen be
dropped, again I would say, tell the dear children that, in searching for
religion, J acob "wrestled," David "wept, and watered his couch with
his tears," Paul prayed, the publican" smote upon his breast," the jailer
cried" What shall I do?" and, above all, Jesus, when asking for us,
rose a great while before day, and went into a solitary place, and there
prayed. Everything for life or death is to be got at a throne of grace;
but the soul must be on the stretch for all we want. And now, my dear
children, I have told you what I have to say before I leave this vale of
tears. Meet me above, that I may say, "Here am I, and the children
Thou hast given me."
May the good Lord keep you all till we meet in "a house not made
with hands," is the prayer of, my dear son,
Your affectionate
MOTHER.
THE -OPENING YEAR.
To the Readers of the Gospel Magazine.
WITH this month's issue we shall, if our lives are spared, reach another
milestone on the road to "Our Heavenly Home." May we not, on a
review of the way the Lord hath led us all these years in the wilderness,
raise our Ebenezer, and sing to His praise? And may we not also say
with the Psalmist, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life?" Frequent are the changes we meet with, yet" He
changeth not." Many and varied are the trials by which we are exercised, yet "out of them all the Lord delivereth." Numerous are our
needs, still more are our wants; yet we can testify "no good thing hath
failed of all the Lord hath promised, but all have come to pass." There
are trials for the Lord's children, but all tend to the glory of their divine
Master, and to their own real good; and thus it shall be even to the end,
to the end of our individual COUl'se, and to the end of time.
In God's grace it is so arranged that there is that in the Lord Jesus
which just meets, supplies, and fills all our cravings; and there are those
cravings in our souls which require all that is in Jesus to satisfy. The
wise arrangements in Providence, which make the babe and the mother
essentially necessary to each other, shadow forth the arrangements of
grace making the mighty Saviour and gracious Head of His Ohurch, and
D
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the needy sinner and helpless member of that ChUIch, each the essential
complement of the other. Again, as the graft properly united to the
. stem is one with it, and together constitute the tree, receiving henceforth
verdure and fruitfulness from the life-giving sap, so the soul united to
Jesus by living faith, henceforth draws from Him the living Spirit which
alone can make him either an ornament or of use in the Church on earth.
In realizing these blessed facts-and the sure way to realize is, under
the teaching of the Lord the Spirit, to meditate on them-the believer is
borne aloft above the strife and conflicts of men-the never-ending
broaching of ~ovelties-" the oppositions of science falsely so called " to an active, persevering disposal of time and means, and the laying hold
of every opportunity in helping to alleviate the mass of human "oe, the
crushing burden which in many cases human nature seems sinking under.
Thus the real is seen to be identical with the practical, and the speculatil:e
and visionary is left to "beat the air. "
What can we desire for the coming year that can be more for our o,,-u
advantage, because for the glory of God, than to begin it and pass
through it in such a "fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ," as that our" joy may be full," and om'selves useful? Clouds
may darken the horizon, yea, may be over our heads; but "He maketh
the clouds His chariot." Trials may arise from OUI nearest earthly
friends; but He is nearer than the nearest. OUI own hearts, "hich are,
compared with the holiness He requireth, as bad as badness, as TIle as
vileness, may make head against us; but He "is greater than our hearts,
and knoweth all things;" knows that we love Him, though OUI love" be
weak and faint."
To Him then let us unitedly again and again commit ourselves, and
we shall be safe in His keeping, strong in His strength, and "more than
conquerors through Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us," and
who said to His servant of old, "As thy days, so shall thy sn'ength be."
With earnest prayers for these great blessings for readers and ~1.ter,
believe me
Yours affectionately in Him,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
AT REST, AND THAT FOR EVER!
To the EditOl' of the GC'spel Magazine.
Nov. 24, 1 66.

My DEAR BROTHER,-Another full ripe shock of corn is gathered into
the heavenly garner, and OUI beloved Stripling is taken from us. On
Friday morning last, the message came for him, "Friend, come up
higher;" and, from the "table in the wilderness," to sit down at the
heavenly banquet, was but entering into the fuller enjoyment of the provision he had so long rejoiced in; the pilgrim's staff and the soldier's
sword are exchanged for a crown of glory; whilst they who have kno,,-u
of OUI dear brother's message to the Churches have to say, "a standardbearer has fallen." The unpinning of the tabernacle, although it had
exceeded the threescore and ten, was a painful severance; yet the happy
spirit calmly reposed in Jesus, and the king of terrors was a "elcome
servant to liberate the spirit from the ties of earth; and, ere the conscil)usness of the flesh had ceased, the testimony to the Lord's faithfulness
showed that the soul longed to be free. We look around and say, "The
prophets, where are they?" on whom, in these days of Satan-suggested
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vestments, does the prophet's mantle fall? The ranks of the faithful
witnesses to "the covenant ordered in all things and sure," seem to be
made up by recruits of "dead-can-make-themselmes-to-live" school; and,
with the increase of profession, vital godliness may say, "Save me from
my friends" (or such as profess to be friends); yet, blessed be God, our
Jesus has engaged that not one in the covenant shall be missing, as not
one of the children of Israel shared the fate of Pharaoh and his host. It
is, then, in looking to Jesus, when "the faithful are taken away from
amongst the children of men," that we can read again the seventeenth
chapter of J.ohn, and believe that the work of the Lord is still prospering
in His hands, and that He will raise up pastors after His own heart, who
shall feed His people.
Yours in Jesus,
A PHILI:P:PIAN.
REFLEOTIONS ON THE OLOSE OF THE YEAR 1866.
THE year is now ebbing, the last Sabbath come,
But since Christ is our Portion, we're nearer to home;
And oh, what a twelvemonth of mercies is past!
And" Hitherto 'ted" we can write at the last.
But we think of some dear ones not brought in as yet,
Though long they've seemed nearing the heavenly net;
But the tale of our prayers unbelief must not stem,
Perhaps they must be told ere the day dawns on them.
The precept is "wait," the promise is sure,
The end wiU be certain to those who endure;
And they shall be brought in, so long as we pray;
For by this we may know there's for them" a set day."
We think of the year we're just treading upon,
In a conflict of feelings with that which is gone;
But the Fountain of blood, which has cleansed all the past,
Will flow for the future, 'twill flow to the last.
Of shortcomings and weakness be conscious we must,
More on Christ let us lean, more in Christ let us trust;
And now we believe that His coming is nearOh, let us be ready when He shall appear.
Let us gird up our loins, and be clothed in His strength,
Be made like Him in life, as we were in His death,
Imbibing His spirit, His life will be ours,
We shall die to ourselves-be endowed with fresh powers;
And the year that is coming will be a new life,
Though chequered it may be with conflict and strife.
But oh! can there be a more glorious thought
Than to live for a Saviour by whom we were bought?
We'll welcome the new year with praises and prayer,
And may these render sacred each day we spend there;
May we follow His precept, " Abide ye in me : "
Our peace will then flow like an unruffled sea.
Leamington.
A. E.
I SHALL not repent of having enforced, either at the hour of death, or
in the day of judgment, that salvation is indeed wholly of grace. The
gift of a Saviour, the first dawn of light into the heart; all the supports
and supplies needful for carrying on the work, from the foundation to the
top-stone-all is of free grace.-Newton.
D
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Qtg£ QtriuwUYs of ®rau nher !J£afrr anh fg£ @rahe;
OR, WHISPERS FRO~1 THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the npright: for

the end of that man is peace."-PsALllI: xxxvii.37.

[23, Balmes Terrace, Southgate Road, London, Dec. 15, 1866.

DEAR SIR,-On the other side is what my dear father had pmposed
for part of his annual " Salutation" in the Gospel Magazine; but, before
the completion, he had passed from this world, and what in the opening
he had so vividly prognosticated, had been fulfilled.
I am, dear Sir, yours respectfully,
ROBERT HAWKER POY!lTJ)ER. ]
A SALUTATION
To the Church of the Firstborn, whose record is on high, whose names are in
the Lamb's book of life, and who ever stood as the objects of love, chosen
and called according to the etemal purpose of " H~'m who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own wilt."
GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE, in all plenitude, be supplied you, through
our glorious Head and Husband, the Lord Jesus Ohrist, the Son of the
Father in truth and love. With om wonted affection we greet you, as
fellow-heirs of the same kingdom, upon the opening of this new year,
1867; and, from indications that are with us, the last of our standing
among the worthies who successfully fill the ranks of contributors to
our veteran and much-loved channel of communication, through which
have been declared His doings among the people.
The long roll of a hundred years has told its tale since the Gospel Magazine was ushered into the field of literature, with the humble preface by
those men of renown in their days, who did great exploits, and were the
giants in those days, but who have long since been gathered unto their
fathers; but there has not failed of men who had regard unto the ancient
landmark, and who well understood the safety of the Ohurch of God.
Umivalled for years as the promulgator of that which is excellent, has
. this child of one hundred years old witnessed to great and small the unchanging Gospel of an unchanging God. In the year 1820, we took om
place as one of those who contend earnestly for the faith once deli,ered
to the saints; and now, in this eventful year 1867, we are, as an old man,
about to take leave of our long companions, and vacate for those who shall
come after; nor can we feel any regret, seeing the Hand which has guided
us in safety so long, and fed us all om journey through. We have passed
the boundary of the allotted time for man upon earth, and feel the seeds
of death are ripening fast, and the pins of the earthly tabernacle are
dropping out (but not unheeded by Him who first built the frail structure),
and the dilapidations are every day showing themselves. Does not the
whole give unmistakable proof that the Master is calling for me, and like
as in the case of Aaron, to take me to MOlmt Hor, there to strip me of
the garments spotted with the flesh? In the prospect of an early departure from this wilderness, it will be well if, through grace, the mind
should be upon the look-out for our Lord, so that when He comes we
may be found w~iting. It has in a special manner been marked out by

,-
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God the Holy Ghost how the Lord's people carrie<J. out the sweet truth,
"to die is gain "-a holy composure of soul, which nothing but divine
education in the school of Christ could have produced, marked what is
generally called "the death-bed scene" of one and all. No terror
alarmed them that they had not lived at a certainty, or that they were
dying at au uncertainty; but they felt that the same Guide who had
broug'ht them thus far would take them to the end; for He Himself had
gone through death, and knew every step of the way; and this gave
sweetness to the siren song of the patriarch, to declare his waiting for His
salvation-that is, Goil's salvation; he loses sight of himself altogether.
It was not the living of the body of sin and death, nor even the joys of
heaven, that were opening before him, that engrossed his attention; it was
God's salvation he had waited for-even that which had been placed in
Zion for the glory of God's Israel. And is not the whole tenor of the
sacred volume to make known that the exaltation of the Lord Jesus was
.for the grand exhibition of Him as God's Salvation unto the ends of the
earth? "To this gave all the prophets witness."-A STRIPLING.
The late JOHN POYNDER-known to our readers by the signatures, "A
Stripling" and" Crispin "-was born at Reading, in the year 1794. His
father, a poor but respectable mechanic, attended the ministry of the late
Hon. and Rev. W. B. Cadogan, then Vicar of St. Giles' Church, in that
town. On the death of this estimable Christian minister, a requisition
was made by the congregation requesting that the Rev. - - , who had
been curate to Mr. Cadogan, might be appointed minister; but it was disregarded, and the living was given to another. This caused considerable
disaffection and much unpleasantness, and ended in many seceding
(among them the father of our late correspondent), and building what was
then known as Castle Street Chapel, which was opened in 1799, under the
Toleration Act. For some time, various ministers supplied the pulpit,
chiefly, we believe, from the Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion; and
we have heard our friend relate how he used, as a boy, to sit on the
pulpit stairs whilst a Madan, Pierce Green, Rowland Hill, Harreis, and
others, were preaching to the large congregations assembled. The late
Rev.. J. Sherman, we believe, was the first settled pastor of this church,
and, on his removal to Surrey Chapel, the trustees renewed their allegiance to the Establishment, and the Rev. C. J. Goodhart (now of Park
Church, Chelsea) was for many years the beloved minister of what then
became known as St. Mary's Episcopal Chapel. The remembrance of
many circumstances connected with this place indicates that the attendance
on the means of grace made a deep and lasting impression on his mind,
even at this early age.
About the year 1812, he was filling a humble position in London.
Attracted by a handbill, announcing that the late Rev. Dr. Hawker would
preach at St. Ann's, Blackfriars, on behalf of some benevolent society,
he went and heard; and such was the union of soul with the preacher
experienced, that nothing could prevent his following him, to be blessed
by his ministry; and it must have been but a few months after, when he
arrived, on a Saturday night, at Plymouth, lonely and almost pennilessscarcely sufficient to pay for his night's lodging, and having walked much,
if not all, of the way. The Sabbath morning found him a worshipper in
Charles Church, and again listening to that estimable divine. When the
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service was over, the congregation dispersed; but our wanderer had no
home to return to, and the interval between the services was passed in
reading the epitaphs on the stones in the churchyard. 'rhis attracted the
.attention of some gracious woman, a "mother in Israel," who, having
spoken to him, and probably heard his tale, took him home, and lodged
him, and on the morning following introduced him to the Doctor, who
procured employment for him at a bookseller's in the town, and with
whom he continued until he entirely devoted himself to the labours of the
ministry.
.
While attending the ministry of Dr. Hawker, he commenced preaching
in t1;le surroup.ding villages, and determined to obey the command,
"Arise, and be baptized." On mentioning his convictions to the Doctor,
that good man, though worthily occupying a pulpit in the Establishment,
replied, "Go, my son. The Lord be with you!" The affection cherished
for this preacher by our departed friend amounted almost to worship j
and, on the birth of his first son, no other name would he have for him
but Robert Hawker. Ohatteris, in Oambs., was the scene of his first
labours as a settled pastor, where he lost his beloved and affectionate
wife j from thence he removed to Lockwood, in Yorkshire, and afterwal'ds
to Newick, in Sussex. In the year 1842, he came to reside in London, and
has been known since that period as a preacher of the Gospel in many
parts of the country. Although holding firmly and tenaciously his own
opinions and principles (or, in cant phraseology, a strict Baptist), he ever
delighted to hear the pure Gospel of the grace of God preached in the
Established Ohurch; and never was one of the Oity churches opened for
a Hewlett, Shutte, Doudney, West, Gowring, &c., but what the venerable
head of our dear brother was sure to be discerned in the midst; and, in
the summer of 18£4, spending a Lord's-day in Bristol, the morning found
him at St. Luke's, Bedminster, to hear his beloved friend, the" Editor,"
who happened then to be from home, on a visit to Ireland. The afterpart of the same day was spent in vainly endea,ouring to find another
Ohurch, in one of the outskirts of that wide city, having received a " good
report" of the preacher; and at last he took refuge in the church of St.
Mary-Ie-Port, to listen to the Rev. T. A. Walker, preferring to hear the
truths he loved, though not spoken by one of his own denomination.
Surely there was no spirit of bigotry or sectarianism displayed here.
In the spring of 1866, a fall down the stairs at the Waterloo Railway
station appears much to have shaken him, and he had gradually become
weaker and weaker, until, the second week in October, he remained
entirely within doors. On the 7th of November, he experienced an attack of
paralysis, which confined him to his bed, and from which he never arose,
but lingered until the 23rd, when death released him from this wilderness.
During his illness he spoke but little. His last rational conversation was
with a Ohristian lady who visited him on the Wednesday previous to his
departing life on the Friday, and to whom he said, in reply to her question
if he did not wish to get better, "No, no! It is all well. I shall soon
be home." And his uniform testimony was, "My God is good to me, and
I am trusting on the Rock."
According to his desire, his body was interred at his native place,
Reading, by the Rev. T. Baugh, of Islington. An old friend, the Rev.
W. Felton, with whom, for many years, there had been a mutual agreement to perform the last sad rites for the departed, would have been present, but was prevented by an attack of illness.
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By the invitation of the Church at Jireh Chapel, East Road, Mr. W.
Crowther kindly consented to improve the event on Lord's-day evening,
the 16th of December last.
16, Union Sqllare, New North Road, London.

\

DEAR SIR, -1 called a few days before friend Poynder (of Murray
Street, N.) expired, and saw him. When 1 entered, he took my hand,
and held it for some time. 1 said, "How are you? how is it with you? "
(1 saw he looked pleasantly at me, and happy)-" on the Rock?"
"Yes," he replied, pointing up. 1 quoted"When I can read my title clear."

He nodded, and pointed that it was all right. He tried to talk, but
scarcely could articulate anything, but 1 could catch, "1 wish 1 could
talk." 1 had just lost an amiable and interesting girl, eleven years old,
with good ground to hope, from what she said, &c. 1 said, "Have you
heard of my loss?" " Yes," he said. I said, "With good hope?"
" Yes," he said. "How are the other dear babes?" 1 said, "Pretty
well." He had seen them. 1 said, "You will soon see Jesus, whom you
have tried to exalt." He nodded. I found he could not talk. 1 asked
him if I should, and prayed with him; and he asked me to come again,
which 1 intended, but was told he was gone. Excuse haste.
1 am, dear Sir,
Yours in hopes of eternal life through and by Jesus alone,
JABEZ WHITTERIDGE.
rOuracquaintance with the deceased brother began in the year 1841,
when personally we were suffering from sundry painful bereavements.
In conversation we happened to express a doubt whether he had ever been
called to similar trials. He at once replied, that he had known what
those identical trials were, but that subsequently he had been familiar
with conflicts of a far more distressing character. His remarks were
most opportune, and whilst by comparison they tended to check impatience and murmuring on our part, served to commence a personal
friendship which we never remember to have met the slightest interruption.
Those who were personally acquainted with our departed friend and
brother, will not easily forget his smiling countenance and cheerful bearing. He always had the kindly word for others' woes. His own personal trials were kept very much in the backgroUlld. They were rarely
alluded to. He had a deep insight into the human heart. He was possessed of a clear judgment in divine things. His protracted years and
residence in different localities, had afforded him a somewhat extensive
acquaintance. He allowed few opportunities to pass in which he might
gain personal information, that might tend to advantage in the ministry.
He was specially fond of visiting spots rendered memorable by the
labours of men of God who had subsequently passed away to their rest.
Although his sight for some years had been partially impaired, his active
habits would not suffer him to rest. He took the liveliest interest in the
welfare of those he loved. When our eldest son was married at a church
in Essex in August last year, we were astonished to see our old friend
among the assembly who had gathered together on that occasion. Again,
when we were about to preach in St. George's, in the Borough, during
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the past year, our old friend again met us at the door of the sanctuary.
At a still later date, he was present, and took an active part upon the
kind presentation made to us in August of the now departed year. Little
. did we then think we were shaking hands with him for the last time.
And perhaps f;tillless did he imagine that the foregoing annual salutation
although commenced would not be completed; that ere the finishing
observations were penned, the hand that otherwise might have inscribed
them would be paralyzed in death.
Our dear old friena's remains now moulder in the silent grave; the
place that knew him on earth shall know him no more for ever. In
various ways we shall miss and mourn for him,. but our loss is his eternal
gain. It were selfish indeed to wish him or any of the glorified back in
this lower world of sorrow, sin, and death. Here suffering is, and sadness as its offspring. Not a day, nor scarce an hour, passes without our
being forcibly reminded of where we are-e'en in a world of care, perplexity, and sin. So much bespeaks unrest-disquiet-the fact that this
is not our home, because it is by sin polluted, and we dwell in regions
where onr God is but little known or cared for. It is a world of woe,
because a world of wickedness; and the contemplation prompts the utterance, "I would not live alway." Yet in one's better mind, one says,
"Father, Thy will be done;" "All the days of my appointed time will I
wait till my change come." Meanwhile let body and soul be enlisted in
Thine the best of services; by Thy power, and the moulding, meetening
operations of the Spirit, may it be ours to serve or suffer. Alike may
they be welcome, as our Father's will and pleasure, who cannot err or
be unkind, who is guided by a wisdom infinite and a love that knows not
change nor variation. Moreover, may the prospect of the near approach
of vast eternity-our fleeting time-tarry in the wilderness-and the contemplation of the many, many passing off the stage of life to their eternal
resting-place, prompt to more vigilance and loving zeal during the few
remaining moments of our sojourn here.-ED.]

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE JOHN POYNDER.
Findley, near Huddersfield, Dec. 7th, 1866.

DEAR SIR, ~"D MUCH-ESTEEMED BROTHER FOR OHRIST'S SAKE,-Along with
this you will receive a small tribute to the memory of my dem.' father.
Should you be able to give it space (it is but short) in the January number,
with his obituary, I should be glad. 'Tis the last we shall see of him till
the Master brings him with Him. You have lost one who loved you well j
but the first-born of many brethren still lives on; you are working in
His vineyard; He is looking on; 'twill be resting-time soon, either falling
asleep or being" changed in a moment;" no matter, "we shall see Him
as He is j" till then, His manifest presence be with you.
.
Yours in Him,

E. M. L.

HIBBARD.

ANOTHER" missing link" below, another broken tie,
'Tis just like earth to love and hold, and while we hold they die;
But just like heaven, to have them home, to let the tired one rest,
And hear the Master's sweet" Well done" BO lovingly expressed.
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Father, farewell! 'twas sad to watch, but joyous still to know,
When heart and flesh were failing fast, thy God sustained thee so;
And though thine utterances were few, a cheering tale they told,
"It is all right-I'm on the Rock," while Jordan round thee roll'd.
Fellow-bereaved ones, everywhere, beloved yet chastened well,
No longer look into the tomb, it is not there they dwell;
Seek not the living 'mong the dead, the" mansions" are not there,
'Tis but the lodging for the clay, the cot in which they were.
Father, farewell till Jesus comes; time deepens into nightAcross earth's clouded firmament flashes His herald light;
Amid earth's noise, and famine-woes, and pestilence, and wal~
Listen 1 the signal voices tell His coming is not far.
Oh, come, then, blessed One! Thou saidst, "a little while" should be;
Oome, reign o'er all Thy hands have made, and we shall reign with Thee.

THE TRUE PRIESTHOOD; OR, WHO ARE PRIESTS?
" What saith the Scriptures?"
1. THE apostlefl and their fellow-labourers in the Gospel were never so
called. "Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom
ye believed?" "Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of
Ohrist." " And these things I have in a figure transferred to myself and
to Apollos for your sakes, that ye might learn in us, not to think of men
above that which is written" (1 Cor. iii. 5; iv. 1, 6). Peter speaks of
himself as a "servant and an apostle of J esllS Christ," and of Paul, as
"our beloved brother." James styles himself, "a servant of God, and
of the Lord Jesus Christ:" John, "your brother, and companion in
tribulation :" J ude, "the servant of Jesus Christ:" and "Timothy our
brother,'" &c. But no one, even of the apostles, was ever called a priest.
2. We read that our Lord" gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ" (Eph. iv. 11 ; 1 Cor. xii. 28), but no mention is made of an order
of priesthood.
3. The apostle wrote Timothy and Titus particular directions respecting
the appointment and qualification of bishops, deacons, &c., but no reference
is made to priests.
4. Christ's commission to the disciples, was not, Come ye, as priests with
your offerings; but, " Go ye," as ambassadors, with my message of mercy,
"and preach the Gospel" (Mark xvi. 15; 1 Cor. i. 17; 2 Cor. v. 20).
This, and not external observances, "is the power of God unto salvation"
(Rom. i. 16; 1 Cor. xv. 2; Acts xi. 14). Were it even possible for the
priest to give us Christ's flesh to eat, this could not meet the wants of the
soul: and our Lord Himself tells us that it would profit us "nothing,"
absolutely nothing. "The WORDS that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life" (John vi. 63). "For the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost"
(Rom. xiv. 17; 1 Cor. viii. 8; Heb. ix. 10; Col. ii. 15; Gal. v. 6; vi. 15).
Therefore have priests no place under the Gospel.
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5. The term priest occurs thirty times in the New Testament. Nineteen
times it is applied to the Levitical priest; it is also applied to Melchisedec
and our blessed Lord, and thrice in the Apocalypse to the whole body of
.Ohristians, but never once to the Ohristian minister.
6. The priests under the Mosaic law were" ordained to offer gifts and
sacrifices :" and" without shedding of blood there is no remission," but
such sacrifices are not now offered, nor are they needed, for Ohrist, "by
one offering, hath perfected for ever them that believe;" and as "there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin," the Ohurch has no need of sacrificing
priests.;;,
7. A priest sllpposes an altar at which to sacrifice, but, under the Gospel
dispensation, no such thing is provided. " The table of the Lord" is in
no sense of the word an altar, and is never so called in Scripture. " \\e
have an altar of which they have no right to eat who serve the tabernacle."
By Him, therefore (our holy Altar in heaven), let us, as a holy priesthood,
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually (Heb. xiii. 10, 15).
8. Neither is there now, under the New Oovenant, any material temple,
or "worldly sanctuary," in which to perform priestly service. "Verily,
the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and a ""orIdly
sanctuary:" but these have" waxed old, and vanished away," "Christ
being come an High Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands" (Heb. ix. 11). "E:now ye
not that YE are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwel1eth in
you? The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. Ye are the temple
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them.
-Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Ohrist.-Whose
house are ye ?-Jesus Ohrist Himself being the chief Oorner-stone; in whom
all the building fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy temple in the
Lord: in whom y.e also are builded together for a habitation of God through
the Spirit.-Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst ofthem" (1 001'. iii. 16; vi. 19; 2001'. vi. 16; 1 Peter
ii. 5; Heb. iii. 6; Eph. ii. 20-22: Matt. xviii. 20; Acts vii. 48; :s:ru. 24).
9. The priest, the sacrifice, the altar, and the temple, were only types
of " good things to come" under the Gospel. Ohrist is the substance of
which these were but the shadows; and, He having come, "there is verily
a dil*1nnulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God"
(Heb. vii. 18; ix. 10; x. 9; 001. ii. 17; Gal. iv. 9).
10. "Having therefore boldness to enter into the holiest, by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and having a High Priest over
the house of God," no earthly priest can be of the smallest possible service to us. Farther than into the holiest he cannot go, and there the
believer is privileged to enter boldly himself (Reb. iv. 16; x. 19, 20;
Eph. iii. 12; Gal. iv. 7).
11. "Oonfess your faults one to another, and pray one for another,"

* "At the words, 'This is my body, this is my blood,' you must believe that the bread
and wine become the ?'eal body and blood with the soul and Godhead of Jesus Christ. Bow
down your heart and body in deepest adoration when the priest says these awful words,
and worship your Saviour then verily and indeed present on His altar."-" Little p,.ayer
Book," now in use amongst Tractarians.
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saith the Scripture; but no warrant have we to confess to a priest, and no
power has he to absolve from sin. "Who can forgive sins but God only?"
" To the Lord our God belong forgiveness;" and" if we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9; Psalm xxxii. 5).
12. The assumption of priestly power and authority is directly opposed
to the spirit which our blessed Lord so repeatedly inculcated. They
that" rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great
ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you:
but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: and
whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even
the Son of 1I1an came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give His life a ransom for many" (Mark x. 40-45). The scribes and the
pharisees" make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their
garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in
the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men,
Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for One is your :M:aster, even
Christ, and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the
earth: for One is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called
masters; for One is your Master, even Christ" (Matt. xxiii. 5-10; 1
Pet. v. 3; 2 Cor. i. 24; 3 John 9).
13. From all this it is perfectly clear, that Christian ministers, as such,
are not priests, and that a distinct order of human priesthood is a mere
invention of man, and has been set up without regard to the authority of
Christ, "who is Head over all things to the Church" (Acts xvii. 11; xx.
29-35; Rom. xvi. 18; Col. ii. 8; 1 Thess. v. 21; Deut. iv. 2; Rev.
xxii. 18; Jude 3).
14. Who then are priests? All true believers, by virtue of their union
with Christ, their great High Priest. "Ye are built up a spiritual house,
a holy priesthood." "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood."
"He hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father," "and
hath anointed us" (1 Pet. ii. 5-9; Rev. i. 6; v. 10; xx. 6; 2 Cor. i.
21).
"Now we are the body of Christ, and members in particular."
" We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones;" "jointheirs with Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 27; Eph. v. 30; Rom. viii. 17). "By
Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that
is, the frnit of our lips, giving thanks to His name" (Heb. xiii. 15; Acts
ii. 17, 18).
" All they that believe are now dignified to be priests unto God the
Father. And this was signified by the rending of the veil of the temple
at His death, not only that the ceremonies and sacrifices were to cease, as
being all fulfilled in Him, but that the people of God that were before
by that veil held out in the outer court, were to be admitted into the holy
place, as being all of them priests, and fitted to offer sacrifices."-Archbishop Leighton.
" All Christians are altogether priests; and let it be anathema to assert
that there is any other priest than he who is a Christian; for it will be
asserted without the word of God, on no authority but the sayings of.
men, or the antiquity of custom, or the multitude of those that think so."
-MMtin Iiuther.
~'All, as many as are anointed with the unction of the holy oil (1 John
ii. 20, 27), are made priests; as also Peter saith to the whole Church,
'Ye are a royal priesthood.' "-Origen, died 254.
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" All the children of the Ohmch are priests."-Ambrose, died 397.
"They are all priests, forasmuch as they are members of the one
Priest."-Augustine, died 430..
"Ohrist's everlasting priesthood hath made an end of all the Levites'
priesthood; yea, and all other priesthood, save that which belongeth to
all Ohristian men."-Hutchinson, died 1555.
"In Ohrist's kingdom is none outward priesthood nor sacrifice to be
made for sin; for He hath, with one oblation for all, fully satisfied for
the sins of His elect number for ever."-Bishop Bale, died 1563.
" The whole Ohurch of the faithful are all spiritual priests, to offer up
spiritual sacriftces."-W: Fulke, D.D., died 1621.
"The inventions of man, and not the revelations of God, are the cause
of nearly all religious differences." -Smith, of Campbelton, 1798.
"Deliver me f.rom the narrowing inrluence of human lessons, from
human systems of theology; teach me directly out of the fulness and
freeness of Thine own word; hasten the time when, unfettered by sectarian intolerance, and unawed by the authority of men, the Bible shall
make its rightful impression upon all; the simple and obedient readers
thereof calling no man Master, but Ohrist only"-Dr. Chalmers.
J. G.
LESSONS FOR ENGLA.1~D.
THE decay of the Papal power in Italy has been so conspicuous, that it
has been admitted by the Pope himself. Every allocution in which he
has bewailed the successes of his enemies has been an indirect confession
that multitudes who were formerly devoted to his Church have escaped
from its iron grasp, and repudiated its claims to domineer over their consciences. In many cases the reaction which has followed upon this
deliberate rejection of the yoke which priests and Jesuits had forced upon
them has landed them in infidelity or indifference; but in others it has
induced an earnest spirit of inquiry, and there is now a greater desire to
investigate into the truths of the Gospel than has been manifested in Italy
for a long period. The derisive epithets which are applied in all quarters
to the ecclesiastical grandees, the caricatmes which are circulated about
them in every leading city, and the uncompromising lang'uage in which
the abuses of the Ohurch of Rome are exposed, indicate that the awe and
reverence with which it was regarded are things of the past. There are
also symptoms of a similar widespread defection in Austria, which has
been the mainstay and guardian of Roman Catholic pretensions in eastern
Europe. The deplorable disasters which have overtaken that empire have
directed attention to its moral and religious condition as well as to its political
weakness, and it has become evident that the priests have entirely lost the
hold which they once possessed on the governing classes. A large and
influential party in Vienna are tracing the humiliation of Austria not only
to the incapacity of its leading men, but to the influence of the Ooncordat,
by which so detrimental a weight has been imposed on the administration
. of the empire. They see that it is not consistent with that progress which
every enlightened nation must wish to make, to have its energies paralyzed
and its freedom restricted by a compact which in fact renders Austria a
vassal of the Papacy. So unmistakable has been the expression of public
opinion in this respect, that even the leading Roman Oatholic j omnals
have been constrained to notice it. They acknowledge that there)s a pro-
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found religious indifference, a deep-seated aversion to religion among the
principal circles of society, and that some of the most solemn rites and
ceremonies of the Church are regarded as mere superstitions. Nor are
these sentiments confined to the upper ten thousand, on whom devolves
the responsibility of all official transactions; they are largely shared by
the mass' of the people. Hence it has been difficult for the Sisters of
Charity to obtain access to the sick and wounded, while in Vienna the
Patriotic Society, which had collected a noble sum for the relief of those
who had been disabled in the war, refused to grant any portion of its
funds to twp hospitals which were attended by nuns. These are significant
tokens in a capital which has been noted for the magnificence of its High
Mass and its rigid observance of the rules prescribed by the clergy, and
stand out in vivid contrast to the blind devotion which led its inhabitants
to rejoice that the army had been confided to the special protection of the
"Queen of Heaven," on the very day when Solferino wrested the fair
provinces of Lombardy from their youthful sovereign. Among military
men, the contempt which such idle profanities have occasioned has been
succeeued by unblushing scepticism. When the troops requested that they
might receive the sacraments before they encountered the shock of war,
their officers advised them to leave such follies alone. All the influence
and mysterious power of the Jesuit fathers failed to obtain permission for
them to accompany the army, and it is said that their indignation is
extreme. One of their most famous preachers has vehemently inveighed
against the prevailing laxity and irreligion, and has imputed the woful
calamities which have overtaken the nation to the judgments of God.
"The devil is mocking at us," were his words, "and God has willed to
punish us for our sins; and well have we deserved this punishment for
ou;: immoralities, for our scandalous theatres, for our infamous press, for
our bad books, for the unchastity of our women, and the profligacy of our
young men." We have no wish to gainsay these assertions. We believe
that the "finger of God" is visible in these terrible convulsions which
have shaken the empire to its foundation, and that He is working out the
sovereign counsels of His providence by their means. But the question
arises, How is it that, notwithstanding the favour of the Court, the protection of the Concordat, and the immense staff of priests and other teachers
who have toiled in her cause, the Church of Rome has failed as palpably
in Austria as in Italy? Why this hatred and opposition, this immorality
and latitudinarianism, if she is the true Church, the successor of the
apostles, and the conservator of the faith?
.
If we turn n.·om Austria to Spain, the picture does not materially differ.
No foreign host has established itself beyond the Pyrenees, and dictated
terms of peace to the Queen of Spain, but her capital is almost as full of
disquiet as Vienna. Political and private causes have intensified the discontent of her subjects to such a pitch that her tenure of the throne is
regarded as precarious. The sense of shame also which has distressed the
Spanish nation is aggravated by the bigotry and superstition which
dominate over the Court. Even in Madrid, a feeling of revulsion is becoming general at the miserable practices which are recommended to tho
highest personage in the kingdom by her spiritual advisers; and, although
the people are not ripe for a secession from Rome, there is a dissatisfaction with its system which may presently issue in unforeseen consequences.
And yet at this critical epoch, when Rome is smitten with paralysis in
three of her great European states, it is sought to strengthen her position
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in England. Our rulers, with credulous simplicity, believe that it is wise
to listen to her demands, and make concession after concession with the
.same rapidity that she proffers her requests. The magistrates are to be
1ll'ged to carry out the Prison Ministers Bill where they have not done so,
and facilities are to be granted to her emissaries in our workhouses, -which
she will regard as stepping-stones by which she may attain to greater
power hereafter. Thus the lessons of the past and of the present are
equally disregarded, and the Ohurch of Rome is patronized as if her
countenance and aid would impart strength to the institutions of the
country. To confute such a vain notion, it is only necessary to mark -what
is going on in Spain, in Italy, and Austria, where her prestige and her
sway are perceptibly declining.~Record.
EFFEOTS OF POPERY IN BOHEMIA.
BOHEMIA is a land abundantly blessed by nat1ll'e-a beautiful land, twice
as fertile, at least, as Silesia. Where the corn in the latter stands three
hands high, it stands in the former more than two feet liigh, and so forth
in proportion. When you drive along the road, and admire the smiling
fields, the rich meadows, the waving carpets of poppies, -with their gorgeous display of white, red, and blue, crimson, violet, and lilac, and you
turn round and look at what might to be the country's finest produce,
man, you cannot help being most unfavourably impressed with the samples you meet here of that article of home manufact1ll'e. When you look
upon those malignant, scowling faces, in which the lowest craft and the
most despicable cunning may be discerned readily enough, but none or
little of that higher intelligence which chiefly distinguishes man from the
brute creation, you cannot help being struck with the difference, the most
marked difference, between the Bohemian Ozech and his Sileso-Scla\onian
compeer. Nay, I will go still f1ll'ther; there is a notable superiority to
be remarked even in the Bohemo-German element over the same element
in Silesia. Why, then, the marked difference for the worse? and whence
springs this sad inferiority, where Nat1ll'e's abounding bounty would
rather leave the observer to believe in the possibility of the reverse being
the case? The unmistakable answer to this question you may read as
you travel along the highway, where images in stone and in wood, more
or less richly gilt, of the Blessed Virgin, of Ohrist on the Oross, of St.
N epomuck, and an infinite variety of other saints, meet your eyes at every
turn of the road. You are in a Oatholic land, in an Archcatholic land,
and, mark you this, for there are millions of Oatholics in Prussia also, but
they are by no means lacking in intelligence, and they strive, and successfully too, to keep on the same exalted level with their Protestant and
Hebrew fellow-citizens-you are in a Oatholic land under a Oatholic
ruler, and that ruler a scion of the House of Hapsb1ll'g. There you
have the solution of the problem in a few words. And yet there are men
to be found still who will talk of the balance of power, and about the
~'indispensable necessity" of maintaining intact the integrity of the
Hapsburg empire.-Corrcspondent of a London Paper.
How many there are who have eyes for the world, ears for the world,
and hearts for the world j but how very few have eyes for Ohrist, ears for
Ohrist, and hearts for Ohrist.- William Tiptaft.
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ANGLO-CATHOLICS.
A CORRESpo~roENT of a London paper writes: "The Holy City is certainly
a place where Rtrange sights are to be seen. A few days ago I happened
to be wandering over the church of Santa Maria Maggiore, when my
companion drew my attention to a gentleman who was hearing mass most
devoutly at one of the side-altars. I must mention that my companion on .
this occasion was a gentlemen who in London is as well known as he
himself knows everybody that lives anywhere west of Charing Cross.
The gentleman he pointed out was evidently an Englishman, and was
dressed in the coat and collar worn by the very high-church Anglican
clergy. My-friend said-' There you see that gentleman? He is curate
of--, near London; no doubt he has gone over to Rome.' When the
mass was over, my friend went up to him, and said, 'Well, So-and-so, I
suppose we shall, never hear you preach again at - - ? ' , Why so?' was
the rejoinder. 'Because I see you are attending mass, and I suppose that
you have joined the Roman Catholic Church-followed in the footsteps of
Manning, Oakley, and N ewman-is it not so?' 'Oh, dear, no,' replied
the clergyman; 'I, like many others, when abroad always attend the
services of the Roman Catholic Church, in preference to those of the
wretched chapels which misrepresent the Anglican Catholic ritual abroad,
and which besides have no right to intrude in the diocese of another
bishop.' 'But,' said my friend, 'do you really believe the doctrines of
the Roman, and yet remain a minister of the English Church?' 'I belong
to the great Catholic Church,' was the reply, 'of which the Roman is one
branch and the Anglican another. In England I hold the Anglican
Church to be the only one rite allowable; in these lands the Roman is the
only one which a true Catholic should ever attend."

DEATH OF MR. R. KENNETH.
IT falls to our lot to announce the death of another beloved reader. Of
late how frequent these announcements are. We are more and more
impressed with the fact, that the Lord is taking His servants home;
surely it is "from the evil to come." It is one among the many signs of
the times. We believe it is one of the numerous indications that a crisis
is at hand. Before such events the Lord has commonly called home
many of His servants, and then (as with respect to Lot and the cities of
the plain) He has poured out the vials of H,is wrath.
.
Respecting the departure of our late higohly-esteemed friend, Mrs.
KENNETH, his bereaved widow, writes : "My most precious husband sweetly fell asleep in Jesus on the 14th.
He had an abundant ent1°ance. I hope to collect a few (and they will be
but few, in comparison) of the sweet things that he said, for the February
Magazine. Prayer has been offered by hundreds of living souls, but
Jesus had need of him: 'Father, I will that all those, whom Thou hast
given me, be with me where I am,' &c. .
" He had the deepest views of his sinfulness, and saw so much sin in
his b_est performances, that he said they were sufficient to send him to
the lowest hell; and, when a friend alluded to his useful life, he gave a
deep groan, and exclaimed, 'Miserable comforter.' And then with an
expression of joy on his countenance exclaimed, 'The blood of Jesus has
cleansed me from all those sins.'
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" He was unable to see visitors on account of his great prostration;
but, whenever he had an opportunity, he spoke sweetly of the precious
. blood of Jesus, and of his glorious hope.
"I am divinely supported (adds his widow). The Lord keeps me free
from a murmur. 'In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God
. in Ohrist Jesus concerning you.' His last moments were spent in prayer
for a very dear unconverted son, aged nineteen, with his arm round his
neck. He then said' Amen' three times, and fell asleep. Pray for this
dear youth. We are full of hope."
What a touching scene! What material for either poet or painter! A
departing sairit-a dying parent, with arm encircling a beloved son, with
uplifted heart and eye, beseeching salvation for that child of that God intD
whose immediate presence in a moment or two he was to pass for ever
and ever! Oh, what a spectacle! One moment in the fleshly taberna.cle
-the occupant of a body of sin and death, and subjected to all its pains
and infirmities, sins and sorrows; with a weight of crushing care and
anguished anxiety, lest he or those whom he had been instrumental in
bringing into being should be allowed eternally to perish. Beseeching,
entreating, imploring, that such hapless end and irretrievable portion
might not be theirs! And then the next moment released-and that for
ever-from all sin and suffering and sorrow; God Himself wiping as it
were the fresh tears from his eyes, the sweat-the sweat of soul-anguish
and heart-travail-from his brow. The Lord Himself hushing the pangs
of labour, and soothing the parental sobs and sighs with His own fearassuaging voice, and His own bright, blessed, unclouded, and uninterrupted smile! Again, we say, what a scene!
o ye sons! 0 ye children one and all, who may as yet know not the
Lord; come, see a parent languish-Iabour-die! Oh, trifle not with
convictions! Spurn not exhortation and advice! Despise not entreaty;
scorn not caution, affectionate importunity, and exhortation! If ye do,
time may come when ye will shed, were it possible, tears of blood, and
agonize in unutterable grief over those whose hearts ye have broken, and
whose grey hairs ye have helped to bring down with sorrow to the grave.

'\.

THE EDITOR.

JUSTIFICATIONS.
WE are justified by faith alone, but not by the faith which is alone. Unless
it be a heart-purifying, and a work-producing faith, it is spurious-it is
not wrought in the heart by the Spirit of God.
We are justified by faith, and our faith is justified or evidenced by our
works. This ancient doctrine is thus maintained by Bishop Horsley, in
his first charge: "That man is justified by faith without the works of the
law, was the uniform doctrine of our first Reformers. It is a far more
ancient doctrine-it was the doctrine of the whole college of Apostles: it
is more ancient still-it was the doctrine of the prophets: it is older than
the prophets-it was the religion of the patriarchs. And no one who has
the least acquaintance with the writings of the first Reformers will impute
to them, more than to the patriarchS, the prophets, or apostles, the absurd
opinion, that any man leading an impenitent wicked life, will finally,
upon the mere pretence of faith (and faith connected with an impenitent
life, must always be a mere pretence), obtain admission into heaven!"

(-'-
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"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

r

THE eyes of all Europe seem to be turned with anxious expectancy towards
Rome, wondering what will be the ensuing fortunes of the Papacy, whether
the interpretations of the students of prophecy will turn out to be correct, or
whether, as has frequently happened before, they are again erroneous. The
secular journals of the day do not, of course, hesitate to assure us that the
latter will turn out to be the case; they evidently do not wish, and therefore
they would fain bring themselves not to expect, the plain and speedy fulfil.
ment of prophecies which are in any way connected with tbe end of the world.
It matters little, however, wbat m~y be the prevailing opinions of men;
numerous signs go far to prove that a great crisis in the world's history is at
hand, and that that crisis is in some way or other intimately connected with the
fate of the Papacy. Men's bearts " are even now" failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things wbich are coming on the earth." Oertainly it is most
remarkable that Scripture expositors for several generations have pointed to
this year (1866) as being about the time wben the Papacy would receive a
serious check, if not be totally destroyed (understanding the" time and times
and the dividing of time," of Dan. vii. 25, and the forty and two montbs " of
Rev. xiii. 5, as beginning with the year 606, when the Emperor Phocas proclaimed the Pope of Rome universal Bishop), and that this very yeal' the only
remaining supports of the Papacy's temporal power have been taken away,
and, by the confession of bel' most devoted adherents, she is left to the mercy
of bel' enemies. Tbe French tl'OOPS have now completely evacuated Rome.
On the 10th of December, in strict accordance witb the Emperor Napoleon's
treaty, the Imperial standard of France was hauled down, and the Pope's flag
hoisted up instead. What the result of this will be it is impossible to say;
but it bas evidently thrown the whole Papal Oourt into a state of great con·
sternation. On taking leave of bis French defenders, the Pope is reported to
have said, H I am informed that all Oatholic hearts are moved; they tremble
in thinking of the difficulties in which tbey see the Vicar of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist, the head of the Oatholic Ohurch. There must be no illusion-the
revolution will come here. It is proclaimed-it has been said and is repeated.
. . . . I fear the revolution. What am I to do? What am I to say? I have
no resources." It seems that, as a last resource, tbe Papal Government is
about to promulgate reforms; reforms which have been so long and so obstinately refused: but we fancy that they come too late; half a century ago
they might have been received with gladness, but now, granted only as a
matter of expediency, the poor priest-ridden people of Rome will probably
reject them with scorn. The Papacy has indeed received a check this year
from which it will probably never recover; as the Record observes: "The battle
of Koniggratz has in 1866 almost destroyed the vestiges of tbat empire with its
name of blasphemy, The harlot still survives; but in the concurrence of the
European powers to despoil Rome; in the confiscation of her conventual
estates, even in Spain, Portugal, and Italy; in the spoliation of her territories;
we seem to see something like the fulfilment of the prophetic declaration as
to 'the ten horns' who were to hate the harlot' and make her desolate and
naked, and eat her flesh,' thus wasting her until the final catastrophe was to
be attended by sudden destruction as by fire, as in the case of Sodom and
Gomorrah."
Turning our attention nearer home, we have a fearful catastrophe to record,
one which, alas, is by no means uncommon iu a small way, although providentially seldom permitted to occur to the large extent of the present
instance-a colliery explosion, or rather series of explosions, sacrificing up'wards of four hundred human lives; driving, without scarcely a moment's
H
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warning, this large number of immortal souls into eternity, and making many
a home utterly desolate and poverty stricken. What the exact cause of this
calamity was none can say; every precaution appears to have been taken to
guard against it; the miners all used a safety-lamp, and the mines were
thoroughly ventilated. The scenes below in the pits where the explosion
occurred, and above and around their mouths, are described as heartrending.
"Many affecting stories are told by the men who were employed as searchers.
In one case they came upon between twenty and thirty dead men who were
locked in each others' arms. From their attitudes, it was evident hat others
had been struck lifeless while bidding a last farewell to each other. Some there
were, too-and happily not a few-who it was easy to imagine, in the midst of
their terror, had been able to realize the Christian's hope, and bad not forgotten in this overwhelming e;:i;remity to appeal for mercy where only it
awaited them. The bent but rigid knees, the uplifted but stiffened hands of
such as these betokened surely enough that their last act was one of prayer."
" The men had," says a reporter, "hurried out of their' benks' as soon as
the blast took place, and had hastened on the high road to the shaft in the
hope that peradventure they might escape; but the subtle after-damp had
overtaken them in one fugitive mass, and like men drunken they had stumbled
and fallen to rise no more. In spaces of not more than thirty square yards
as many dead bodies were met with. The bulk were uninjured. The coun·
tenances wore the placid smile of untroubled repose. Father and son were
found clustering together; brothers fell in groups, under the influence of the
after.damp. Every little obstruction in the road-the slightes hillock or the
smallest hole-had sufficed to cause the half-suffocated retreating form to fall
to the earth; and where it fell, it died." Sad to relate,"many of the volunteers
who bravely descended immediately after the first explosion in one instance
met themselves with a violent death. The scenes, too, above ground were
equally as distressing. Scarcely a home about the pits that did not show an
emblem of death, whilst groups of bereaved ones were to be seeu all around
mourning over their loss. In one case five brothers were taken away, iu
another a husband and three sons. We are glad to hear that a subscription is
already set on foot for the relief of the poor sUlTi,ors, ',hich the Queen, ..nth
her accustomed generosity, has headed with a noble benefaction: bl1l wha
subscription can make up to them the loss of their bread-winners, their dearest
earthly friends~their husbands, brothers, fathers, sons? How little do "8
think, as we sit comfortably by our bright winter's fire, the fearful risks which
so many of our fellow. creatures have to incur, in order to furnish us ..nth its
materials.
A very faithful protest against" Ritualistic Innovation" has been issued
by the Bishop of Carlisle, in the form of a pastoral letter to the clergy and
laity of his diocese. We abridge the following account of it from a re,ie" of
the Carlisle Examiner. "On the title-page and cover, his Lordship quotes, as
a kind of sanction or apology for his letter, a passage from the 'Form of
Ordaining or Consecrating of a Bishop,' in which the latter declares his readi·
ness to banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to
God's word, and both privately and openly to call upon and encoul'age othe!'3
to do the same.' The mst two pages are occupied by a remarkably graphic
statement of the practices which are now inculcated and defended by - me
ministers of the Protestant Church of England. Such being the disease,
which clearly points Romeward, he proceeds to consider curative measures.
And first, the Bishop has little hope of an appeal to the Law Courts, for the
question, even if decided in the first instance against the innovators, "as sure
to be mooted again in fresh forms, and recent experience had shown that they
could not expect the courts would deal with the matter on its simple merits.
Then there was legislation-that might be necessary ultimately, but it should
only be looked to in the last resort. It was therefore right they should, in
the first instance, make use of the moral and spiritual influence which belonged
to their office. The Bishop then describes the direction and serious import of
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the movement: 'I would not now break the silence which I have thus far observed, did I not firmly believe that the questions at issue are questions of
vital import. As mere matters of ceremonial, vestments, snperseded by the
practice of three hundred years, must surely not intrude into a Church of the
Reformation. But they seriously under-estimate the evil who speak of it as
simply one of liturgies and ceremonial. Dogma underlies the whole-dogma,
as these Ritualists themselves openly avow, apart from which candles on the
miscalled altar, lighted at noonday, stoles and chasubles and copes of costly
fabric and gorgeous hue, fragrant incense, and melting music, would not be
worth contending for. And what is that dogma? One which they may indeed themselves believe to be distinguishable from Transubtantiation, but
which no sCl:ipturdlly-instructed Christian mind can discover to differ from it
in reality. Mark well all that follows! The one offering of the body of Jesus
Christ upon the cross, once for all, is, by a perpetually iterated re-presentation in the Eucharist, at least implied to have been insufficient for the putting
away of sin, and the sinner is drawn aside from a saving faith in the word,
which testifies of that finished work, to a superstitious confidence in the carnal
participation of the consecrated elements. For one among many proofs that
this statement of the doctrinal tendency of the sacerdotal system which I
would here denounce, is not too strong, we may refer to the subtle refinements with which, in some cases, and the abundant scorn with which, in others,
that most wholesome doctrine of justification by faith only in the merits of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, is treated by not a few of the· teachers
and writers of this school. That oft-repeated and most comfortable word of
our Saviour Christ, 'Verily, verily I say unto you, He that believeth on me
hath everlasting life," ill comports with the pretensions of an earthly priesthood, to which it appertains not only to receive the laboured confession, and
to prescribe the humiliating penance, which must precede the remission of the
sins of the li,iug; but also to present the stupendous sacrifice aud to offer the
plaintive suffrage, which are needful to obtain for' all who sleep in Christ,
refreshment, light, and peace.' If these thing'S be so, is it not, my brethren
of the clergy, your Bishop's bounden duty to entreat you to shun the very
, appearance' of this' evil?' Depend upon it that danger is near, whenever
any are tempted to introduce any such changes into the ordering and arrangement of their chancels, as tend, through the eye, to teach the worshipper that
the Lord's Table (the only name by which that ins.trument of holy service is
known to our Prayer Book), is in truth an altar of expiatory sacrifice; or
when any shall be moved to adopt such postures in leading the devotions of
the congregation, and especially in the celebration of the Lord's Supper, as
shall indicate a wish to be regarded as mediators between the people without,
and the Deity locally present within, a New Testament holy of holies. Nor
may I shrink from professing my conviction that there will also be manifest
appearance of this evil when, in the supplication made on these occasions, the
thing spoken is so concealed, either by rapid or by musical utterance, that it
almost amounts to worshipping in a tongue not understood of the people."
After a special address to the laity of his diocese, the Bishop again reverts to
his brethren of the ministry, whom he exhorts to increased diligence in
observing the doctrine and discipline of the Reformed Church. Would that
we had more such faithful bishops and pastors of Christ's flock, men who are
not airaid to speak the truth, and boldly to lift up a warning voice against error.
We alluded some time ago to the oppressive tyranny which thousands of
our working men submit to in connexion with their trades' unions-tyranny
which has in one instance culminated in the deliberate, and in two or three
others the attempted, murder of persons who rebelled against it; but we
are glad to find that our working men are beginning to see that the whole
system has been allowed to proceed too far, and that they are endeavouring to
free themselves from it by the formation of unions against unions. We
earnestly ,vish that they would likewise arise and free themselves from a
tyranny far more oppressive, a yoke far more binding, and far more destruc-
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tive to their prosperity, viz., strong drink and those who Elell it. We are persuaded that nine·tenths of the poverty, the vice, the disease which exist
amongst our poorer population are to be traced, in .some way or other, to this
source. We call it a tyranny, because once having fully yielded to its
influence, the poor victim becomes spell.bound, as it were, by it, and seldom
breaks away from it until it ruins him in body, if not in soul; and also we
call it so because the hold that the sellers of this pernicious stuff have over
purchasel's of it is immensely strong; and this hold is used almost invariably
to their disadvantage. No pains are considered too great to strengthen it;
every allurement that can possibly be brought to bear upon the working man,
is brought to bear upon him; no wonder, then, if he succumbs. E. g., within
a short distance of where we write, not only are comfortable, well-warmed,
and well-lit apartments, social conversation, periodicals, games, races, and
various entertainments provided for the poorer classes in the public.houses,
but even in one instance sac1'ed music (on the Sabb.ath day), in another, hot
suppers, as they are called, " gratuitously" given, and in another the extraordi·
nary spectacle of a woman walking a thousand miles in a thousand hours!
Something to suit the taste of everyone, whilst behind the scenes we could
point to characters ruined, homes desolated, happy prospects blighted,
diseases propagated, children starving, women mourning, premature and
awfully.sudden deaths, as the result. The evil is not cvnfined to any particular
locality, it extends wellnigh all over our land; wherever we go we may find, if
we but look for them, its dire effects. We believe that here lies one, if not
the chief cause of the comparatively little fruit produced by the innumerable
efforts that at the present time are being put forth for the temporal and
spiritual good of .our pe01Jle. Not without good reason have the repeated
warnings of Scripture been given to us respecting it, nOl' the repeated allusions
to its fearful punishment. Are these warnings brought forward by our
preachers, city missionaries, Scripture.readers, and others as prominently,
frequently, personally, and faithfully as they ought to he? Do the Lord's
people sufficiently retlect upon their duty with respect to it?
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Conflict and Victory .. or, Thoughts on 2 Chron, =. By HETTY Bolnll.."\",
Author of " Christian Daily Life," &c.
Evelyn HOWMd. By the same. London: the Book Society,
19, Paternoster Row,
WEIGHTY words! Every line bears the impress of deep thought, as the
fruit of special teaching connected with special trial. As the reallyspiritual reader peruses these precious pages, and as he follows the author
through her varied course of discipline-for every sentence clearly bespeaks
teaching and training-he will mentally exclaim, ""Vho teacheth like
Him?" Who instructs-who leads-who trains like the Lord Himself?
And, although it may involve no small amount of fleshly sacrifice and creature surrender, both as to wisdom and strength, yet how sweet and how
satisfactory is the issue of being by Jesus "led aside from the multitude."
How blessed is it when the Holy Ghost" takes of the things of Jesus,"
and, in His own divine and most gracious way, "shows them" unto His
quickened ones. Again, we say, the little works before us clearly bespeak
this. They are sober, chaste, precious-of more real worth than the
majority of works ten times their size. The former of the two abovenamed is admirably calculated to edify and strengthen the young men,
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and even the fathers in Christ, and mothers in Israel; whilst the latter is
peculiarly adapted as a word in season to the sentimental and the" religiously excited" of our times. It contains a special appeal to ~he hearts
and consciences of the young people of the middle and upper classes.
Tlw Complete Works of Thomas Brooks. Edited by the Rev. A. B. Grosart.
Edinburgh: J ames Nichol.
IT is not long since we announced in these pages the removal by death,
in the midst of his most useful career, of 'the late Mr. J ames Nichol. The
Christian world was, under God, indebted to him for one of the largest
and most important publishing enterprizes of the present century. Many
might have apprehended that the enterprize in which he was embarked,
would have died with him. Such, we rejoice to say, is not the fact. His
son, the present Mr. NICHOL, has been permitted to outlive his respected father; and, we are happy to add, is treading in his footsteps. We
have demonstrable proof of this, in the practical form of three noble
volumes that now lie before us, being one-half of the complete works of
the celebrated THOMAS BROOKS. What better, or what more glorious
work, could be engaged in than the publishing of the works of such a
man, in such an age as this, and under such circumstances as those in
which we live? It is a mighty work, and from our inmost soul we
rejoice in it; and would strongly and vigorously recommend the practical
aiding and abetting such a glorious and so timely an enterprize;
The Lz'on Slain, and the Lamb Exalted; being a Memoir of the free and unmerited Goodness of God towards John Oorbett, Baptist Minister. Norwich:
J. Fletcher, Market Place.
IT cannot be expected, that we should endorse all that is contained
in these pages; but, as we once or twice heatrd the writer with pleasure
and profit, so we have read much of his book with the same interest.
As he preaches, so he writes, with a rich vein of originality. By
every truth-seeker, there will be found within these pages the impress
of Divine teaching. But what he will be led specially to admire, is
the power of the Holy Ghost, in subduing all enmity, overcoming all
opposition, and making (according to all human appearances) one of
the most unlikely of men a trophy of rich, free, and sovereign grace.
It is blessed, in these days of rebuke and blasphemy, ·to see in such
cases so sweetly and so powerfully demonstrated the preEerving Hand
before conversion, and the delivering Hand of our God in conversion,
of those who were aforetime prepared unto glory. We love-yea,
we exult in-these precious examples and unmistakable proofs of the
irresistible power and divine condescension and mercy of God the Holy
Ghost. Of courae the" worldly religious," and the merely intellectual
professor will sneer at such a work, but what of that? "Let God be
true, and every man a liar." Those who are in soul-travail for such as
are dead in trespasses and sins, and who seem lost, by their carnalityand
antagonism to everything that is godly, will be cheered and encouraged
by such a work. They will prayerfully hope that the like mercy may
be extended to those they love, as was vouchsafed to this" lion," that
is now brought closer, by grace and power divine, to all the meekness
and docility of the" lamb."
Handfuls of Purpose; or, Gleanings from the Inner Life of Ruth Bryan.
Second Edition. London: W. H. Collingridge, 117 to 119, Aldersgate
Street.-We are rejoiced to see a second edition of the above invaluable
work. Perhaps we cannot give a stronger practical testimony in favour
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of the book, than a simple fact which has recently come to our knowledge. A dear Ohristian lady of our acquaintance, who is in the habit
of giving a book to her servants at Ohristmas, selected four cop~es of
" Ruth Bryan" for this purpose. We wish many a Ohristian mistress
would" go and do likewise."
George Baldwl:n; God's Providence over Mm in Life- God's Meeting him in
IJeath-. A M:emoir. By his bereaved Widow, with a Preface b~' "The
Village Preacher." London: .Issued by the Eng-lish Protestant Printing
and Publishing Society, at their Office, Orane Oourt, Fleet Street.-_-1..n
encouraging account of the riches of free .and sovereign mercy, as exhibited not merely in one, but in two men. To poor, anxious, sin-burdened, Ohrist-seeking souls this work must be read with interest.
A Brief Memorial of a Folded Lamb. London: W .H. Oollingridge.-A sweet
and precious testimony for God and truth. Our too-often cold heart was
touched over this memorial of the Lord's goodness to a young disciple,
whom He taught, ripened, and took early home to Himself! Oh, that
the same mercy, love, and power may be manifested to one's own dear
children! Lord, I,ord, grant it, for Ohrist's sake.
A Brief Memoir of Benjarnin Tatham (late Minister of the Gospel at Eastbourne); to which is added, a Selection of Letters, and an account of
Mr-s. S. Prodget·. London: W. H. Collingridge.-A plain but precious
record of a dear departed husbfwd, in which not only the Di,ine mercy
as manifested to him is recorded, but Di,,~ne faithfulness, and Di,ine
all-sufficiency, in regard to the bereaved and afflicted widowed writer.
We cannot but commend the work, as a precious setting-forth of what
our God is, and what our God does, in these God-dishonouring days.
The Bank of Faith.-By VVILLIAM HUNTINGTON. London: A. Gadsby,
George Yard, Bouverie Street.-vVe were struck with the annouucement, some time since, of the republication of the entire" Pilgrim's Progress," at the trifling cost of a penny. We rejoiced that, in these e,il
times, the works of the notable tinker should thus be circulated b, tens
of thousands. 'Ve are scarcely less surprised, and correspondingly
thankful, that the simple testimony of the God-honouring coal-hea,er
should be reproduced at the small price of twopence! We hope it may
find a circulation of tens of thousands, in proof that God is indeed the
" Guardian of the poor," in spite of all that Satan may suggest, or men
say, to the contrary.
St. IJorothy's Home: a Tale for the Times. London: English Printing
and Publishing Oompany, 4, Orane Oourt, Fleet Street.-A glance
behind the scenes, or a timely exposure of the treachery and traitorism
of Traetarianism, 01: modern Popery. We hope it may meet with a large
sale at the present Juncture.
A Letter to Australia; a briefRecord of the last IJays of E. H. L. London:
J. Paul, Ohapter House Oourt; and "Gospel Guide" Office, Crane
Oourt, Fleet Street.-A letter from a sister to her far-distant brother,
depicting the sickness and death of a beloved father. It is a touching
"letter;" and, as we are informed, "published expressly to aid a lady
orphan authoress, depending only upon the Lord." 'Ve hope it may
meet with the circulation to which both the tone and talent of the letter
entitles it.
Ohristian Lyn·cs. Sixteenth edition. London: Hamilton, Adams, and
Oo.-This is a selection-and an admirable one too-from various
modern authors.
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Plain Words of Instruction, Comfort, and Encouragement for a beloved Flock.
By the Rev. EDWA1lD DALTON, D.D., Rector of Tramore, 00. Waterford. London: Dalton and Lucy, 28, Oockspur Street.-This is a
precious little work, the outpouring of a loving heart to a people long
and deeply attached to a pastor of nearly twenty years' standing. The
spirit that it breathes, as well as the instruction it affords, will render
it a valuable gift-book far beyond the precincts ofthe parish for which
it was originally intended. The work must commend itself to thousands of kindred hearts.
Brief Thoughts. By Rev. EnwARD Dl.LTON, D.D. London: Dalton and
Lucy, 28,' Oockspur Street.-This is a delightful little volume, written
in words of one syllable, for each day in two months. The author is
our esteemed friend and beloved brother in the Lord, the Rector of
Tramore, Oounty of Waterford. This little volume has already been
much prized as a gift-book, and has therefore speedily reached a new
and revised edition.
Evelyn Grey,. or, The Power of Christian Influence. A Tale for Girls.
London: Morgan and Ohase.-The history of a young school-girl,
whose religious principles subjected her to the ridicule of her schoolassociates, but who, nevertheless, outlived and finally triumphed over
the various designs against her character and depl'Jrtment.
The Children's Pri%c for 1866. By the Rev. J. ERSKINE OLARKE, M.A.
London: W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.-A most attractive and
interesting book, admirably adapted for a Ohristmas or New Year's
gift.
The Comprehensive Gospel Hist01·y. By OHARLES BRIDGliAN. Shedbear,
Devon: . Jas. Thorne.-W ell adapted for the use of schools and families.
TAe Sunday Scholar's Annual. Second Series. London: Elliot Stock, '62,
Paternoster Row.-An attractive little volume, and very suitable for a
reward at this season.
Lasting Happiness. By A,."\'N AMELIA SEARLE. London: W. Macintosh,
24, Paternoster Row.-Nicely written and well got up.
BOOKS REOEIVED.

The Preciousness of Christ. By the late Rev. Frederick H. Knapp.
London: S. W. Partridge, 9, Paternoster Row.-The Ladies' Treasury.
Edited by Mrs. Warren. London: W. Strange, 3, Amen Oorner, Paternoster Row.-Evelyn Grey. A Tale for Girls. London: Morgan and
Ohase, 40, Ludgate Street.-The Sea, The Railway Journey, and other
Poems. By the the Rev. E. DALTON, D.D. Second edition. Dalton and
Lucy,. 28, Oockspur Street.-The Sunday Magazine. Edited by Thomas
Guthrie, D.D. London: Strahan and 00., 56, Ludgate Hill.-" J1ferry
and Wt·se." Edited by Old Merry. London: Jackson and Walford, 27,
Paternoster Row.-Meliora. A Quarterly Review. No. 35. London:
S. W. Partridge, 9, Paternoster Row.-Our Own Fireside. Edited by the
Rev. Oharles Bullock. London: W. Macintosh, Paternoster Row.Types, as Illustrated in the Colow's of the Rainbow. By Mrs. Kelly.
London: Darton and 00., 42, Paternoster Row.-Slwrt Family Prayers
By the Rev. O. Webster. London: Darton and 00., 42, Paternoster
Row.-St. IJorothy's Home. London: 4, Orane Oourt; Fleet Street.The Comprehensive Gospel History. By O. Bridgman. Shedbear, Devon:
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James Thorne.-Letters by the late G. T. Congreve. London: Gadsby,
Bouverie Street.-Spiritual Worship. R. M. Beverley. London: Robed
Hardwieke.-Plain Words. By the Rev. E. Dalton, D.D. London:
'Dalton and Luey, 28, Cockspur Street.-·The Christian Treasury. A
Christian Miseellany.-Rev. H. Bonar, D.D., Editor. London: Groombridge and Sons, Paternoster Row.-The Works of Thomas Goodtcin, n.n.
Metuoir by Robert Halley, D.D. Vol. 12. Edinburgh: J ames Niehol.
-The Rose of Cheriton. By Mrs. Sewell. London: S. ",V. Partridge, 9,
Paternoster Row.-A Letter tv Australia. London: J. Paul, Chapter
House Courti-A Brief Memorial of a Folded Lamb. London: W. H.
Collingridge.~A Brief )1{emoir of BenJamt'n Tatham. (Late Minister of the
Gospel at Eastbourne). London: W. H. Collingridge.-George Baldwin.
A l\1:emoir. London: J. Paul, Chapter House Court.-God's Love to
Man, and Man's Love to God. By Hon. S. R. Maxwell. London: W.
Yapp.-The Watchmen of Ephraim. Edited by John Wilson. London:
W. Maeintosh.-The British Juven'ile at Home, at Work, and at Play.The British Workwoman. London; Arthur Hall and Co.-The River of
Life Pilgrims. Part 8. London; W. H. Collingridge.-Tlze Sh:ipwrecked
Mariner. George Morrish.-Sermons on the Sunday and Festiwl Les8ons.
By the Rev. H. G. Williams. London: W. Maeintosh.- Christian Work.
Part 11. " Good Words" Offiee.- Words of Pwrdon and Hope. London:
W. l\<Iaeintosh.-The Sowe'r and The Little GleanM'. London: Houlston and
Wright.-The Mother's Fn·end. Vol. 7. Jaekson, Walford, and Hodder.
-The Gardener's Magazine. Edited by Shirley Hibberd, F.R.H.S.
London: W. AlIen, Ave Maria Lane.
THE LATE BELOVED DR. HAWKER.-Our attention has been called to sundry
letters which have recently appeared in a Plymouth journal, respecting an
attack made by one Dr. Smith, upon the revered memory of the late
Vicar of Charles Church, Plymouth. Who this Dr. Smith is, we know
not, neither do we care to know; but a man who has he presumption to
speak in the derogatory terms in which he has expressed himself about
Dr. HAWKER, and what he chooses to call Hawkerism, is unworthy of
notice. He betrays his little-mindedness by his presumption; and we
take it upon us to tell this Dr. Smith (be he who he may), that the
memory of the sainted author of " The Poor Man's Morning and Evening
Portions" will continue to be revered, as for wellnigh half a century it
has been, when the remembrance of the maligners of God's highlyhonoured servants will have sunk into that oblivion which it merits.
SACRED MAXIMS.
All ignorance in divine things is the effect of the fall.
Every step above the bottomless pit is a mercy to sinful man.
Every heart is naturally as a citadel, fortified against God.
Forgotten visitations are likely to be remembered another day.
A man cannot go in a worse way than the way of his own he~t.
We should individually pray that our assemblies may be feasts of
Pentecost.
A soul unhumbled for sin is under the dominion of the prince of
darkness.
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