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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioll, that we may be able to comfort them which are ill a1'Y
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comfortec1 of God. H -2 COR. i. 4;

A OOVENANT PLEDGE FOR A NEW YEAR, AND FOR
ALL THE TIME-STATE OF GOD'S PEOpLE.
"My people shall never be asltamed."-JoEL ii! 26.
BELOVED, we cannot conceive o~ a~y really thoughtful mind entering
upon a new and altogether unknown year, withqut feelings of peculiar solemnity. As lately intimated, we cannot but believe that as
time advances, and the closing up of the present state 9f things draws
near, matters in general will assume a graver an~ still more serious
aspect. .This we think ~ most clearly to be inferred from various
prophecies in the Old Testament, and especially by what our Lord,
and what Paul and Peter, his apostles, testified in the New. And
(singular as it may appear) with all that haR been adyanced both
from pulpit and press, in regard to Romanism and Infidelity, we are
at a loss to perceive that either one or the other has received the.least
effectual check. Both progress as though nought had resisted the:r;u.
Not merely the world, but professors of religion, seem either spell:bound or under a fatal delusion, in regard to the invidious encroach:ments of the man of sin. Ohecked, and all but crushed, as Popery
has been in other lands, it would seem as if England (with all her
dear-bought lessons) were determined in respect to her, to cast off all
the teachings of history, and the fear of God, as enjoined in His word,
and nestle in her bosom the apparently-harmless viper, that, once
warmed and nourished, will be only too glad to turn again and sting,
to the very heart's core those by whom it has been cherished. We
dare not attach ourselves to those who say, there is nothing to apprehend from Popery. We believe, on the contrary, tha~ there' is everything to fear from what has proved, age after age and generation
after generation, to be the proud and presumptuous us:!--uper of both
J ehovah's name and authority, as well as the inveterate enemy of
B
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man, and the destroyer of both his temporal and spixitual interests.
We altogether sympathize with the saying, that Popery is Satan's
,masterpiece; hence the utmost possible craft and subtlety and deception are to be expected from the whole system. We believe,
moreover, that one of the most dangerous features of the times is,
that men who once prided themselves in the name pf Protestant, have
become weary of the exhortations and remonstrances whereby they
were warned and cautioned against the advances of such a dangerous
and perfidious foe. Whilst such have relaxed in their vigilance to
resist and repel the invader, there has been no laxity or want of the
most dogged perseverance upon the part of that invader. No,
prompted by the powers of darkness, there has been, and still is, firm,
steady, indomitable resolution, upon the part of Popery, to obtain, at
any cost, its long-cherished object-namely, the subjugation of
England; and we are free to confess, that our hope, as to results,
is not in man nor his devices, but simply and solely in the Lord our
God! We think that, as a nation, He has given. over England "to
believe a lie;" and that Popery will most assuredly progress to such
an extent as to defy all creature-power; and that when it has
attained that eminence and dominion for which it has so long panted,
then, in the most signal and awfully-momentous way, God Himself
will visit Babylon with all His ruinous, crushing, and most desh'uctive power. When Popery has filled up the cup of her filth and
abominations, then, as it is written, "God will remember her iniquities." When she shall say in her heart, "I sit a queen, and am
no widow, and shall see no sorrow," then" shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and momning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. And
the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they
shall see the smoke of her burning, standing afar off for the fear of
her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty
city! for in one hom is thy judgment come" (Rev. xilli. 8-10).
Reader, be assured that this destruction of the mystic Babylon is
inevitable. Turn, we pray you, to what is recorded in the 6th chapter
of this same book of the Revelation; there we read: "And when he
had opened the fifth seal, I saw under. the altar the souls of them that
wlilre slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they
held: and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 0 Lord,
holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge om blood on them
that dwell on the earth?" (Rev. vi. 9, 10.)
.But our present object, beloved reader, is by no means to dtcell on
these things. We merely glance at them as introductory and bearing upon the great and glorious declaration of our text, " My people
shall never be ashamed." It is strong and emphatic language, but
not too strong nor too emphatic for the varied emergencies and diversified trials and affiictions with which the dear children of God are
more or less familiar. Nay, it is the very assmance they need. It
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is -testimony exactly adapted to their state, and, under the powerful application of the Holy Ghost, may well assuage their fears, and
cheer and comfort them, as they step over the threshold of a new and
.untrodden year.
" My people shall never be ashamed."
Now, beloved, first mark the claim, "My people." How marvellously gracious and condescending upon the part of J ehovah to speak
of' poor sinful worms of the earth in such terms as these. That there
may be no.mistake or misapprehension as to the fact of such being the
condition, in a spiritual point of view, of those of whom the Lord spea~s
as His people, observe what the prophet Isaiah was commissioned to
say, "Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth: for the Lord hath
spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have
rebelled against me: The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.
Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers,
children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away
backward" (Isa. i. 2-4). Again, the prophet adds: "The whole
head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot
even unto the head there is no soundness iiY it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither
bound up, neither mollified with ointment" (Isa. i. 5, 6). Beloved,
we make special reference to this testimony of the Holy Ghost by the
prophet, because we full well know how apt the children of God are
to believe that it is impossible they can be His people. The longer
they tarry in the wilderness, the more do they discover the vileness
of their own hearts, and the deadly antagonism of everything appertaining to their poor fallen state to all that is of God. "The law
they find in their members warring against the law of their" (better
or new-created) "mind brings them into captivity to the law of sin
which is in their members," and" works in 'them all manner of concupiscence." Hence, as they are led into a painful discovery of these
things, they become the subjects of doubt and fear and apprehension
as to whether they really can be the people of God. They for the
time overlook the great fact, that this very experience (however pl:);ib.full proves that they are His children, and that what they are now
learning is the immediate fruit and effect of the Holy Ghost's having
said to them, " Turn about, 0 son of man, and thou shalt see greater
abominations than these." . This is the method by which He humbles
them, and brings them to lay low and broken and contrite at His
blessed footstool.
Whilst upon this subject, beloved, we cannot but express our conviction, that the Lord will specially maintain His work in the souls
of His people, in a very oleaI' and distin~tive way, in these evil days;
there shall not be, upon the part of His Spirit-taught ones, in the
leastwise a mixing up and a confounding with prevailing fatal errors
-and~destructive delusions, on the one hand; no~' a gliding into and a
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settling qown in a'carnal ease'and satisfaction, in any merely light and
superficial profession of truth, on the other. The Lord will carry on
His work; yea, He will maintain it in depth and power; and to this
end the faith He gives must be a tried faith-not nominally, not
simply in word, but in reality, in depth, in power. And be assured,
dear reader, much is involved in this. Much-very much-is comprehended in the saying 6f the apostle Peter, "If need be, ye are in
heaviness through manifold temptations, that the trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of J esllS Ohrist." But oh, what a mercy, beloved, with
respect to the trial of faith, that the Lord has not only the appointment, but the regulation and control of all the circumstances in
regard to the trial. He sits as the Refiner, and He watches with
ever-vigilant eye and ever-gracious interest the fiery process; nor will
He allow the application of the veriest particle of fuel above that
which He sees to be necessary. And, if Satan be permitted to
assault, as in Job's case, so in the every instance of the every tempted
one, the arch. enemy has his expressed limits, over or beyond which
he cannot pos'sibly intrude. If allowed to touch the property of Job,
his person must be sacred; and, if further permission be granted, in
regard to his person, his life must be held in eternal security; and
why? Because that life was" hid with Ohrist in God," and ""hoso
toucheth the believer toucheth the apple of His eye."
We cannot, dear reader, better express what we :r;nean about the
Lord thus maintaining His work in the hearts of His dear people,
and tes.ting and trying their faith, than .in the language of blessed
_Hart, as ;given in his 56th hymn, part i. ;"Let us ·ask th' important question
..(Brethren, be not too secure)
What it is to be a Christian;
How we may our hearts assure.
Vain is all our best devotion,
1£ on false foundations built:
~rue religion's more than notion;
Something must ne known and felt.
" 'Tis to trust our Well·beloved
If His blood has wash'd us clean.
.!Tis to hope our guilt's removed,
Tho' we feel it rise within.
To believe that all is finish'd,
Tho' S0 much remains t' endure.
Find the dangers undiminish'd;
Yet to hold deliv'rance sure.
" 'Tis to credit contradictions,
Talk with Him one never sees.
Cry and groan beneath afIlictions;
Yet to dread the thoughts of ease.

'Tis to feel the fight against us;
Yet the vict'ry hope to gain.
To believe that Christ has cleans'd
us .
Tho' the leprosy remain.
" 'Tis to hear the Holy Spirit,
Prompting us to secret pray'r.
To rejoice in Jesus' merit;
Yet continual s(Jrrow bear.
To receive a"full remission
Of oilr sins for evermore;
Yet to sigh with sore contrition,
Begging mercy ev'ry hour.
" To be stedfast in believing;
Yet to tremble, fear, and quake.
Ev'ry moment be receiving
Strength; and yet be always weak.
To be fighting, fleeing, turning;
Ever sinking; yet to swim.
To converse with Jesus mourning
For ourselves or else for Him."

'. ~eader, can you personally adopt the foregoing? Remember it is
. in perfect keeping with what the ,apostle testifies-in his second epistle
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to the Gorinthians, where he says: "We have thiS treasure in 'earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not Of
us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distreEsed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down,
but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in
our body. For we whIch live are alway delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might 'be made manifest in our
mortal fles~" (2 Cor. iv. 7-11). And again, in the 6th chapter," But
in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in 'much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, intumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; by
pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God,
by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers,
and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and,
behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet
alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things" (2 Cor. vi. 4~IO).
But now, further, with regard to those of whom the Lord speaks,
in the words before us, as "My people." They are His (1) By eternal
choice;, and with respect to that choice there is no assignable reason
whatever, except, "Even so, Father, because it seemeth good in Thy
sight." There was nothing in them to attract J ehovah's love any
more than in the reprobate. All by nature and practice were involved in one common ruin; all in due time" sinned, and caine short
of the glory of God;" and the only distinction between His people.
and the world still lying in the wicked one, was that which rich and
free and sovereign grace makes. It is "by the grace of God they
are "\Vhat they are." (2) They 'are " His people" by gift-thatjs, the
gift of the Father to Christ, for the purposes of redemption. Hence,
in a~dressing His Father, He says, "Thine they were, and Thou
gavest them me;" and again, "Behold I, and the children which
God hath given me." (3) They are His people by purchase. "I lay
down my life for the sheep." "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19). (4) They "are His people by conquest.
" But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nIgh by the blood of Christ. For He is our "peace, who hath made
both one, and hath br9ken down the middle wall of partition between
us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the Jaw of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of ttwain
one new.man, so making peace; and that He might reconcile both
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
and came and preached pe.ace to you which were aJ'arofi', aud to
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them that were nigh. For through Him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
J esu" Christ Himself being the chief Corner-stone; in whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 13-22). "But ye are a chosen
generation, ~ royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light: which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Pet. ii. 9, 10).
Having thus, beloved, sought to show that God's dear people are
His by sovereign choice, gift, purchase, and conquest, we proceed to
the contemplation of the great and glorious promise respecting them,
namely, that" they shall never be ashamed." 'l'wice is this precious
truth proclaimed within the compass of two or three verses, ":My
people shall never be ashamed."
Now, in this world of change, with all its diversified trials and
sorrows and affiictions, what can be more precious than such a gracious
assurance, coming as it does from the Lord's own mouth-from Him
who was never known to lie? Nor is He dependent on another for
the fulfilment of His own glorious promises. He lives in His own
immutability, power, and authority. "What He purposes that He
doth;" "None dare stay His hand, nor say, What doest Thou?"
Then observe, dear reader, 1. That the times and the circumstances
under which these words were first spoken were critical and troublous.
This is satisfactory, indeed, as we compare our own times with them.
2. We have an additional mercy, in that the Lord has so richly fulfilled His word. In the generations that have passed away since this
most gracious promise was made, how sweet is the consideration that
there has not, even in one solitary instance, been the very semblance
of a failure; but that J ehovah hath in very deed strictly fulfilled His
word. Thus performance is added to the promise; and in this sense,
in these latter days, the Church of God is more highly privileged
than in any previous age. 3. The promise still stands in the future;
"My people shall never be ashamed." And the mercy is, that
J ehovah took into His eternal mind all that appertains to the future,
as much as He comprehended all that was connected with the past.
This, beloved, is likewise a distinguishing mercy; and, as all the
facts identified with the past were little by little developed, and the
promise was, in all the vast details of passing circumstances, as it were
in u'aiting for fulfilment bj the great Covenanters, so shall it be in the
fut~. As nothing has ever arisen, in the past ages of the world, to
take J ehovah by surprise, to frustrate His purposes, or cause Him to
forego His promises ;so likewise shall the same covenant verity
attach itselftb aUthat yet remains to be revealed respecting the
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future of the Church, in the comparatively little (in point of time)
that has to be accomplished before J ehovah brings the present state
of things to an end. Furthermore, as man is usually anxious to put
a good finish to his work, so God, in the bringing off the top-stone of
His spiritual temple" with shoutings of, Grace, grace unto it," will take
care that nought shall arise to tarnish the glory or mar the beauty
or completeness of His kingdom. As in His first creation He pronounced everything that He had made to be "very good," so in the
new creation shall a greater and a more abiding glory redound to
His name, ill the developments of His wisdom, love, and power.
Dear reader, with these considerations, based as· they are upon the
precious word of God, may we not, with simplicity, godly fear, and
childlike dependence, step over the threshold of a new year, with all
its unseen realities, pleading, as we do so, His own covenant word,
"Thou hast said, 'My people shall never be ashamed!'" Yea, and
may we not sing, with the immortal Toplady,
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is, , Yea and amen,'
And never was forfeited yet:
Nor things future, nor things that are now,
Nor things here below, nor above.
Can make Him. His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
"My name from the palms of His hands,
Eternity will not erase;
Impress'd on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

Beloved, we would just add, that some of us know what it is, in
connexion with the varied changes and trying circumstances of this
poor ever-varying life, to experience such fainting and fearing-such
failing of heart and flesh-as to have absolutely nothing else but the
word of the Lord to fall back upon: "My people shall never be
ashamed." Personally, we have of late witnessed such sorrowing
heart-rending scenes that for the time being, we have really felt them
overpowering. Some three or four cases, in particular, have positively been crushing in the contemplation. And Satan (ever on the
alert, and ready to take advantage of a poor sensitive mind) suggests,
at such seasons and under such scenes, "Ah; this will be your case ;
this YOUI' trial, this your affliction, this your temptation; thus and
thus will matters work,'and at length terminate with yon." Thus, in
addition to all one's own personal sorrows and personal anxieties and
personal frailties, infirmities, and fears, the enemy will seek to add
others' cares and others' crosses to one's own; and thus he will try to
extinguish the seemingly little last germ of life left. Oh, how hard
it is lmder these circumstances-and especially under a cloud and the
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hidings of a Father's countenarwe:-:to "hope against hope.;; Oh,
dear reader, have not s.ome of u~, under thes.e circumstances, abundant
. reason to bless God for such experiences as. those left upon record in
regard to Job, and Jeremiah, and J onah, and David, and Daniel?
Look, for example, at Psalms vi., xiii., xxii., xl., lvi., lxiii., lxix.,
lxxi., lxxiii., lxxvii., cii., ciii., cvii., cxvi.; J er. iii.; Dan. ix. and x.
Oh, what mercy there is in such disclosures of the former exercises of
the Lord's living ones being thus handed down from generation to
generation; and how marvellous the contemplation that all that the
psalmist expressed in the psalms referred to, was prophetically and
emphatically the language of Ohrist Himself! How able He, therefore, personally and practically to sympathize with His poor tried and
tempted followers. Such does indeed constitute Him to be what the
apostle expresses, "We have not an High Priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). And when
we think of Him as being" brought into the dust of death," and of
His saying, "My soul is exceeding. sorrowful, even unto death;" "I
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened until it
be accomplished i" may we not feel assured that He can and He does
sympathize with the sinkings of 4eart and shrinkings of soul of which
His poor frail and feeble followers are the subjects? Yea, we believe
He can feel for and sympathize with their very aches and pains and
weaknesses and woes. We believe that their very prostration and
faintings and fears He can personally and practicay.y l.mderstand.
Depend on it, dear reader, there is much more included in that saying than we are wont to imagine, "Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of His saints." In that word" precious," as thus applied, we believe there is a holy solicitude, a divine watchfulness, a
peculiar care, a special interest, as though the Lord's heart and the
Lord's eye were brought signally to bear upon that great crisis in
His children's history. Moreover, under a clouded soul, and when a
loving and tender Father's face seems veiled, how suitable is the cry,
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" When this is
remembered as the agonizing ory of Ohrist Himself, how wondrous
does the whole scheme of redemption become in the believer's view,
involving as it did .such service and such sufferings at the hand of the
Ohurch's great and glorious Surety. And, seeing that it is recorded
of our gracious Lord, that" in the days of His flesh, when He had
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears
unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in
that He feared; though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by
the things which He suffered; and being made perfect, He became
the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him " (Heb.
v. 7-9), how precious comes forth the declaration from One who so
personally and painfully bore the cross, in order to wear the crown,
., My people shall never be ashamed."
'st. LJJke's, Bedminster, Dec. 17, 1868.
THE EDITOR.
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"FAINT, YET PURSUING."
JUDGES viii. 4.
BELOVED, when you cut the pages of this Magazine, and begin to glance
over its contents, another year will have been added to your brief span
of life. How is it with you? Have you during its period made giant
strides in the divine life, or is it with you as it is with the writer, "faint,
yet pursuing?" ·Well, what a mercy that it is not, faint, yet perishing.
No, this can never be, for, with all their frailty, the Lord's dear people are
ever preserved in Christ, their covenant Head. Nothing can destroy
them," Though many foes beset their path,
.
And feeble is their aim,
Their life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm."
He is our stay; and does not the new year find us still thankfully
saying, "He is the chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether
lovely? " Well, we will go on telling of His preciousness. Oh for
enlargement of heart and much of. the unction of the Spirit this year, if
spared! We ask it for readers and writers, that Christ may be glorified.
Now the expression which heads our paper was uttered concerning
Gideon and his little band; and the circumstances connected therewith
are of a very interesting character. May the Lord the Spirit bless the
meditation thereof to the profit of our souls. The children of Israel did
evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand
of the Midianites for seven years, the result of which was that they
became" greatly impoverished." Oh, reader, if God's children sin, and
dishonour the name they bear, the Lord will visit them with His chastening rod; He will hide His countenance from them, so that they will
become" greatly impoverished." Are we not often found exclaiming,
"My leanness, my leanness?" and complaining of the Lord that His
mercy is clean gone for ever, when the fact is, we are secretly leaning to
some unbecoming sinfulness that is estranging us from our God, and
greatly impoverishing our spirits.
Well, in the state referred to, the children of Israel "cried unto the
Lord." This was the best thing they could do, for our gracious God never
yet said to the seeking seed of J acob, "Seek ye my face in vain." There
is something very touching in the cry of a child in distress; personally it
overcomes us more than anything else, even though the crying one is a
stranger. But when it comes to our own; ah! it does touch a tender
chord. The heart of a loving parent is not proof against it. So is it with
our heavenly Father. A God who is love cannot turn a deaf ear to the
cry of His children in distress. No, in this case, as in numberless othel's,
He heard them and took prompt and mysterious steps for their rescue from
the hand of their enemies. First He sent a prophet to them, to reprove
them for their ingratitude, and to say, "Ye have not obeyed my voice;"
then the prophet was to remind them· of past deliverances: "I brought
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;
I delivered you out of the hand of all that oppressed you."
c
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Ah! beloved, it is well to have these gracious deliverances brought to
mind. We know past mercies will not do for present exigencies; but who
is there among us that cannot call to mind marvellous interpositions of
. God's proVidence on our behalf, signal deliverances that made us stand
astonished at the goodness of God, times and seasons that we ought never
to forget, but fall back upon with the assurance" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in sorrow to sink;,
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review'
Confirms His good pleasure to lead me safe through."
But to proceed with the narrative, after the counsel and encouragement
given by the prophet of the Lord to His people. The Lord now works in
a very remarkable way, quite contrary to all human calculations. There
was a poor man in Manasseh, who ha:l just gathered some wheat for the
support of his family, and, for fear of the Midianites, had hidden it away
behind a winepress. He was in the act of beating it out quietly with his
staff, when the angel of the Lord appeare~ unto him, and said unto him,
" The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." He certainly did not
seem worthy of such a title-a poor man behind a winepress; yet we shall
presently see that not merely was it divinely correct, but that all the Lord's
people, even the weakest and least, are" mighty men of valour.
But
Gideon might well stand amazed at being thus addressed, and still more
so when the angel declared "that he should save Israel from the hands
of the Midianites." "0 my Lord," he said, "wherewith shall I save
Israel? behold my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in
my father's house. And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man." Ah! this will do
to go through anything with, nothing daunted or doubting-the Lord's, "I
will be witl~ thee." Yet what faint-hearted ones we are! Can we throw
a stone at Gideon for not going forward immediately with the Lord's,
"I will be with thee," but tarrying to ask the Lord for a token? No;
we should have done, and do often the same, we are such frail, timid
mortals: but Jesus kJ+oweth our infirmities, is touched with the feelin~
of them, and is not angry with us for our hesitation and haltinO'.
" And Gideon said unto him, If now I have found grace in Thy sigh t,
then shew me a sign that Thou talkest with me." And the angel did so,
in touching with the end of his staff Gideon's present, which was immediately consumed. Still it appears he was fearful and faint-hearted,
seeking another token from the Lord that His will was in the matter.
" And Gideon said unto God, If Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as
Thou hast said, behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the
dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then
shall I know that Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as Thou hast said.
And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece
together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water."
What a gracious God; what a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
God! But, such is the frailty of human ndure, that even now he does
not seem satisfied. " And Gideon said unto God, Let not Thine anger be
hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray
Thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece,
and upon all the ground let there be dew.. And God did so that night:
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for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the
ground:" as if never tiring of the importunities of His feeble, timid
people. Then the Lord directs that Gideon's army of two and thirty
thousand should be brought down to three hundred men, who lapped of
the water with their tongues, so that the lappers of water were to be the
successful warriors. Dear reader, do you know a little about this spiritual secret? Are you a lapper of water, and then away again to the battle
of life? All the soldiers of the cross know what this means. Wen., and
what was the result? Was it a failure? Oh, no! with the stratagem
of simple trumpets and lamps in pitchers Israel prevailed, and the one
hundred thousand men which had been lying as grasshoppers along the
valley fled before the handful of men that formed Gideon's army.
"And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the three
hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing." And does not
all this, beloved, portray one's own experience in the wilderness ?-the
departures of heart from the Lord, and consequent impoverishing of
spirit; the crying unto God in their distress, and His gracious attention to their cry; the marvellous and mysterious deliverance wrought in
such a way as none but such a God could; the weak thing of' the earth
taken to confound the mighty; the frailty of the creature in requesting
repeated tokens from the Lord; the lappers of water the successful
warriors; and then the little army following on, "faint, yet pursuing,"
are all points which well dovetail into the experience of the children of
God, and make one feel that all such records are for the Ohurch of Ohrist
to the end of time, and are full of sweet encouragement when" spiritually
discerned." And now, just to dwell briefly upon these three words, which
may form for us a new year's motto as descriptive of the feeling of many
of us-" Faint, yet pursuing."
"Faint."
There is much to make us so as we toil and tug on up the hills of life:
for instance, bodily weakness makes us faint. The unloosening of the pins
of the tabernacle, how is it accompanied with suffering and weakness!
Health! oh, what a blessing it is! but who can retain it? Soon have we
to learn that this poor body is but mortal. Well, it is among the all
things that work together for our good. Health, blessing as it is, too
often brings us into pride of heart and a boastful spirit;: but affiiction
mellows and melts. "I never had a day's illness in my life;" said a
minister to us once. We thought, "Ah! now we can understand why it is
you preach so much the injunctions of Scripture. God forbid that we should
undervalue them; but we do feel that let sickness and suffering come,
and one is glad enough, in creature helplessness, to hang upon the pro- mises, being left to feel, "I can do nothing." "I have been," said a
dying saint to us, "an unprofitable servant." To those around him he had
been anything but this; for he was known as a living epistle, and many
a widow and fatherless one could testify of his goodness; but his feeling
was, in looking upon life, "I have been an unprofitable servant." And
thus are the Lord's children brought to feel that their all is in Ohrist;
they can do nothing, say nothing, pay nothing-Ohrist is all and in all.
Then, again, the children of God are often faint through the burdens of
life. Trials must and will befall them. It is often struggling work with
them to make ends meet; and few among the family but know what it is
to have the nerves sorely on the stretch.
vVe know one Ohristian who 'has long felt compelled to write, under the
c 2
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settlement of his Christmas bills, "Wh at has God wrought? Praise the
Lord, 0 my soul."
And, if we look at the various phases of life, how each in his respective sphere has to bear some burden! Reader, is it not so with you?
Sometimes, judging from outward appearances, we think how smoothly
and calmly such a one seems to sail along; but, get at the secret of that
one's heart, and you find there is a burden, sometimes far heavier than
the one you are carrying, and which you have thought so heavy. And
what, under all these varied circumstances, is to be done? We pity the
one who is trying to carry his or her burden alone: but those who have
Jesus as their "Friend will know experimentally the value of the injunction,
" Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee."
A dear Christian father has unbosomed himself a little to us, and told us of
the trial he has passed through in connexion with his children, and it did
make us feel, "Well, our lines, after all, have fallen unto us in pleasant
places; 'we have a goodly heritage.' " And we are satisfied more than
ever that if we are inclined to feel our burdens particularly heavy and
singular, that the best way is to compare notes with others, and "e shall
be left to sing, "Well, His mercy endureth for ever."
And then, when we think further of how opposed the flesh is to the Spirit,
we might remark that the children of God are often faint through the heat
of the battle.
Every child of God has two natures within, warring against each otherthe flesh and the Spirit; and fearful is the combat sometimes. We have
often thought, what a reality a battle must be. It is all ,ery "ell to read
of war in books, but sit down and a<5k a warrior about it, and see with
what a solemn countenance he will begin to tell you of the stern reality
of the battle-field. So is it with the soldiers of the cross. Warfare is a
reality with them. We know some deeply-tried children of God to whom
the expression is perfectly applicable. They are mighty men and women
of valour. Great is their faith. One especially, upon whom the eye at
this time rests. Her bodily sufferings are beyond description, and yet
she will raise her hand, as she lies upon the bed of affliction, and exclaim, "My precious Jesus! I knew He does not afflict willingly. I is a
right way. I bless Him for all," It is grace which alone can bring to
such placidity; and the sufferel' will ascribe all to the supporting hand of
the Lord. Just as Gideon, when the fearful battle "as over: the people
wanted to make him a king to rule over them; but, ascribing all the pra' e
to the Lord, he said, "I will not rule over you, neither shall my son.
The Lord shall rule over you." As if he would say, What has been done
has been done by Him; acknowledge Him. So will the Ohristian de ire
to accord praise to the Lord for all deliverances. He is the God of
battles-strengthening His weak ones to fight manfully against their
enemies. And then to whom can we go, when thus faint and weary, like
the dear saint we have referred to, but to our precious Redeemer?
"0 Thou who dI'y'st the mourner's tear,
How dark this world would be
If, when deceived and wounded here,
We could not fly to Thee.
" The friends who in our sunshine live,
When winter comes are flown,
A.nd he who has but tears ~ give
Must weep those. tears alone.
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" But Thou wilt heal the broken heart,
Which like the plants that throw
Their fragrance from the wounded part,
Breathes sweetness out of woe."
And now, to pass on to the second word of our new year's motto-

":ret ."
What a fulness and weight there is in every word of Scripture. Why,
a conjunction will often be a connecting link of momentous importance.
" As the Lord will give grace AND glory." An interjection will arouse
one to the importance of the subject, as, "0 Israel, return unto the Lord
thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity." A pronoun will bring
the matter personally home, as, " He loved me, and gave Himself for me."
And an adverb will qualify the position, so as to make the turning-point
full of comfort, as in the instance before us, " Faint, YET pursuing;" and,
beloved, the worthies who have gone before, hung upon this precious
word. Ezra, in his memorable prayer at the finishing of the temple, says,
" We were bondmen, yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage."
Job, in his affliction, declared, " Though he slay me, YET will I trust Him."
J onah, in the depths, said, "I am cast out of Thy sight, YET I will look
again toward Thy holy temple." And the sweet Psalmist of Israel sang,
" "Vhy art thou cast down, 0 my soul? why art thou disquieted within
me? I shall YET praise Him who is the health of my countenance and my
God." Sweet word! "Faint, YET pursuing," "Weak, YET wrestling,"
Weary, YET holding on to Jesus, who will never fail us.
" Then forward, and fear not, we'll speed on our way,
Why should we e'er shrink from our path in dismay?
We tread but the road which our Leader hath trod;
Oh, let us press forward, and trust in our God!"
And the thought of thus pressing forward brings us to think of our
third word,
" Pursuing."
Well, this is no slight mercy; it is not going back again to Egypt. We
do not read of one of the children of Tsrael doing this; not even a babe
was left behind, not even a weak one tnrned back again. It was a clear
sweep, because the Lord brought them out. And then what are we pursuing? Blessed be God! solidities and realities; as the apostle says, "Now
they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. I therefore
run not as uncertainly, so fight I not as one that beateth the air." . No,
beloved, we are pursuing
" A crown of glory." There is something real here, "And when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away." We are pursuing
An immoveable kingdom. "Wherefore we, receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear." We are pursuing
" Enduring substance." "Knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven
a better and enduring substance." We are pursuing
An abiding inheritance. "For we know that when the earthly: house of
this tabernacle is dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not m9.de
with hands, eternal in the heavens." We are pursuing
Precious treasure. "Thou shalt have treasure in heaven;" "Come, and
follow me," said our blessed Redeemer. We are pursuing
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" An eternal weight of glory." "For our light affliction which is but for
a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory." Oh, beloved, these certainties are worth pursuing! When
. grasped, they will repay to the full all that has been passed through to
obtain them. As a poor man we had called upon to engage in prayer the
other evening, said, "0 Lord, we tread a zig-zag road, and, like Thy
servant Job, find the way hedged up with hewn stones; yet Thou dost help
us through and over all, and, by-and-by, we shall see and get home to
our blessed Jesus."
Dear reader, art thou feeling it to be a " %ig-zag pathway?" Never mind,
it leads to Zio:il; it will end in a crown of glory, an immoveable kingdom,
enduring substance, an abiding inheritance, precious treasure, an eternal
weight of glory. "So run that ye may obtain."

.- ,
/

" Oh, for grace each day increasing
To pursue my high career!
Trusting, praising without ceasing
Through each swift revolving year,
Till in glory
With my Jesus I appear."
And now, beloved in the Lord, in conclusion, let me remind you that,
though you may be faint by the way, the Lord will still graciously uphold
by His omnipotent power. J ems is ever the same. Oh, how one's soul
is stirred up to holy indignation at that God-dishonouring theme that
one for whom Christ died can be lost, one for whom He shed His precious blood can perish by the way. Away with it! away with it! Why,
if one could, why not all-and thus the scheme of salvation be a thing of
nought? But not so; it is perfect and complete; therefore can we commend you unto Him who is able to keep you £i'om falling, that He will
grant you all the supporting grace you need, and preserve you unto His
heavenly kingdom. Time is speeding, years are rolling away, eternity
is nearing, but in Jesus all is safe and certain. Who can tell what this
fresh year will unfold. We live in solemn times, and it may "Witness
great changes, nationally, relatively, and personally. But the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth. He who made all· things is the Sustainer of all,
and His children may depend upon it that His hand is in all.
Personally, beloved, doubtless some who read these words will be
gathered home before January, 1870, others will be left following on,
"faint yet pursuing." Be it so; it is a right way terminating in glory,
however pressed down during the pilgrimage. "The cross must be
carried before the crown can be worn." The valley must be trodden before
the mount of victory can be gained; but let us in all recollect that
Gideon's God everliveth, and will each saint to glory bring. He has
led many of His own home safely; we are following in their trail.
" Then let us press on while the pages of time,
Yet open before us their records sublime,
While, ennobled by treasures more precious than gold,
We can follow the martyrs and worthies of old."
Beloved, it may be,' "faint, yet pursuing," but recollect it never can be,
"faint, yet perishing." Yours, in this confidence,
. llford.
G. C.
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" The preacher sought to find out accept..ble words."-EccL. xii. 10.

ANTICHRIST AND THE PRESENT TIMES.
My DEAR BROTHER IN OUR BLESSED LORD.-I have for a long time wanted
to send you a few extracts from John Bunyan's book, entitled" Of Antichl'ist
and his Ruin," as I consider them truly scriptural and very seasonable in the
present perilous times. I said to a clerical brother, when Puseyism broke out,
that it was, r believed, the beginning of the measuring of the temple, and
the precursor of popery. We are now at the eleventh chapter of Revelation;
the measuring haa begun, the distinction is now making between the spiritual
and carnal worshippers. The outward want of nominal profession is being gained
by the papists, who are to tread it down as Jerusalem is now trodden down (a
most expressive word, to annihilate) by the Gentiles or Turks, for forty.two
months, during which destruction the two witnesses are to prophesy or preach
in sackcloth, or a state of mourning, as Ezek. ix. 4. But I need not intrude my
opinion with the two learned witnesses I now quote. I only pray that God may
bless their testimonies for opening the eyes of many Churchmen and Dissenters
who are ignorantly voting for those who are helping the Beast of Rome. I
remember the days which are past, when Wm. Huntington sent from his congregation every year a petition against altering the Test Act and granting
the Roman Catholics emancipation, and I have read what Doctor Goodwin,
Doctor Gill, and Doctor Hawker (the last great light in Sardis) have written
upon these days; but our refuge is in the chambers of close and secret communion with the Lord of hosts (Isaiah xxvi. 20,21). And our mercy is,
the Lord will not suffer the righteous to be moved from the truth; for He
hath set their feet upon the Tock (Psalm xl. 2), and will not suffer them. to
be moved (Psalm lxvi. 9, and cxxv.). Glory be.to His holy name.
I remain, very affectionately yours in faith and love,
Tlw1"'l~tm~ Vicarage.
SAMUEL ADAMS.
OF ANTICHRIST, BY JORt'l BUNYAN.

1692.

ANTICHRIST is the adversary of Christ-an adversary really-a friend
pretendedly; so, then, Antichrist is one that is against Christ-one that
is for Christ and one that is contrary to Him; and this is the mystery of
iniquity. Against Him in deed-for Him in word, and contrary to Him
in practice. Antichrist is so proud as to go before Christ-so humble as
to pretend to come after Him-and so audacious as to say that himself is
He. Antichrist will· cry up Christ. Antichrist will cry down Christ.
Antichrist will proclaim that himself is one above Christ. Antichrist is
the man of sin-the son of periiition-a Beast that hath two horns like
a lamb, but speaks as a dragon.
Antichrist, therefore, is a mystical man, so made or begotten of the
devil, and sent into the world, himself being the chief and highest of
him. Three things, therefore, go to the making up of Antichrist-the
head, body, and soul. The devil, he is the head-the synagogue of
Satan is the body-that wicked spirit of iniquity is the soul, of Antichrist.
Christ is the Head of His Church-the devil is the head of Antichrist;
the Elect are the Body of Christ-the reprobate professors are the body
of Antichrist; the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of life that acteth Christ's
Body-that wicked spirit of iniquity is that which acteth the body of
Antichrist.
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Antichrist had a time to come into the world, and so must have a time to
go out again; and this the head of Antichrist understandeth very well
. (Rev. xii. 12; 2 Thess. ii. 8).
The first and chief proceeding of the Lord with the man of sin is to
slay his soul, that his body may also be consumed. I do not intend
things that only respect matters of worship, but those civil laws that
impose and enforce them also.
We come now to the body or flesh of Antichrist, for that must be
destroyed also, either as a body mystical or under the more gross consideration (Rev. xviii. 21); wherefore you find that after Antichrist, as
to the spirit and mystery of Antichrist, is slain, that the body of Antichrist, or the heap of people that became her vassals, begin a new "ar
with the King whose name is the Lord of hosts (Rev. xvii. 19). Now
therefore is the last stroke, and only the head of this monster remain ,
and that is Satan himself (Rev. xx. I-S). There will be a strange
alteration when Antichrist is dead, and that both in the Church and in
the world. Then there shall be no Canaanite in the house of the Lord;
no lion shall be there; no unclean tread in the paths of God's people;
but the ransomed of the Lord shall walk there (Isa. xiv.).
The manner of this downfall of Antichrist will be sudden-unexpected
-terrible (Rev. xviii. 7, 8; Ezek. xxxi. 16, 17; Isa. xiv. 11, 1:l); but I
shall not enlarge upon this, but show you the manner with respect to the
~radual way, or by degrees-a part after a part, piece by piece, step by
step (Isa. li. 31). This is shewed by the vessels or vials which letteth
out what is contained in them by degrees.
The downfall or ruin of Antichrist draws near when the Church and
people of God are driven from all those hiding-places that God has prepared for them in the wilderness; when the time of the ruin of Antichrist draws on, then is the Church deprived of her shelter, having no
more place in the wilderness-that is, among the nations, to hide herself
from the face of the serpent. The time of the Beast's war "ith the
Church of God, and the time that the Church shall have a hiding-place
in the wilderness are both of a length-the one continuing fortj-t"l\o
months, the other one thousand two hundred and threescore days. When
we, therefore, shall see that plots and conspiTa<:ies that design for utter
ruin are laid against God's Church all the world over, and that none of
the kings, princes, and mighty states of the world will open their doors,
or give them.a city for refuge, then is the ruin of Antichrist at hand.
There is one thing that can give me a show of doubt about this thing,
and that is whether the time of this war against the .saints and the
woman's shelter in the wilderness began at the same time. I suppo~e
they did commence much together, else with whom should this beast
make war, and how should the Church escape? what needed the "oman
to have a place of shelter in the wilderness, when there was no "l\ar made
against her? Yet this must be, if her thousand two hundred and threescore days begin before the Beast's forty-two months; but they ended
together, for the Beast could not kill the witnesses before they had
finished their testimony, which testimony of theirs lasted this full time
that the Beast had granted him to make war with them, to "l\it, one
thousand two hundred and threescore days. -Wherefore let God's people
consider and remember that when God's Church is absolutely forlorn,
and has no hiding-place any longer in the world, the kingdom of Antichrist will quickly begin to tumble.
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Another sign of the approach of the ruin of Antichrist is this,towards the end of her reign the nations will be mad'e to- see her baseness
and to abhor her and her ways.
A third sign of the approach of the ruin of Antichrist is this, when
Babylon is become the habitation of devils, &c. True, Babylon was
always a habitation for devils, but not a habitation only for them. The
meaning then is, When you shall see the Church and people of God 80
forsake her that she is left in a manner to herself when you hear it pro'~laimed J er. li. 8, 9.
'JI'ourthly.. Another sign of the approach of the ruin of Antichrist is the
slaying of the witnesses; for the witnesses are to be slain before the fall
of Antichrist, and that by the hand of the beast: not a man, but a beast
must slay them, a den of thieves, a hold of foul spirits must do it (Ezek.
v. 20-24), by the men who have the mark and image and number ofthe
name of the beast.
Rev. xi. 7. We read that he made war against them all the time of
their prophesying in sackcloth, and his commission was that he should
have leave to make war so long; but we read again that when they had
finished their testimony, and consequently he had run out the time of his
first commission for war, he makes war again. By the first war he
sought to beat down and overthrow their testimony; by this war he
seeketh to oVElrthrow themselves. The first war was grounded upon a
vain confidence of his ability to destroy their faith; but this last was
grounded upon madness against them, because their testimony had prevailed against him. All the time of their prophesying in sackcloth,
which will be a thousand two hundred and threescore days, they overcame him by their faith and testimony; but now in this second war he
overcomes them and kills them. Saints are not said to be overcome when
they are imprisoned, banished, and killed, for their faithful testimony;
no, by those things they overcome. To overcome them is to get the
mastery, to subdue, to turn out of possession, to take and hold captive, to
strip the subdued of power and privilege, as is sufficiently manifest both
by Scripture and reason; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same he
is brought in bondage: they shall grow faint before him, have no heart
or spirit to bear up in their profession against him-against him, I say~13'8he did the thousand two hundred and threescore days' war with him,
for then they were overcomers. Nor do I wonder at this, when I consider
that these witnesses are a succession of good men, and that when Israel
came out of Egypt, the feeble and weak-minded did come behind. It
will be the lot therefore of the Church in the latter end of the reign of
the Beast to be feeble and weak in their profession; the valiant ones
have gone before, these will come in when those that were able have
bravely borne their testimony; in comparison of whom they that come
after will be but like eggs to the cocks of the game, wherefore they must
needs be crushed and overcome, then will the Beast boast himself as did
his type of old (Isa. x. 13). A sad ·time, and it is 0 happen to the
people that are left.
"And shall overcome them."-There are two ways of overcoming, to wit,
by power and policy; and perhaps by both these ways they may be overcome. The Church of God at that day will be under such a cloud as she
never was since Christ's day. Now how long they shall be thus held captive before they are brought to execution; whether the Beast will ride in
triumph while they are in his bounds, or whether he will suddenly kill
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them, time and observation and experience must make manifest. But
kill them he shall, that's most certain, for so says the Holy Ghost.
In this method, therefore, God will suffer the Beast to proceed with
-the Church of God. He shall war against them, but that is not all, he
shall overcome them; but that is not all, he shall overcome them and kill
them. Not in a carnal or natural, but in a mystical sense; for, first,
they are called witnesses; secondly, they are put under the number of
two, my two witnesses, both which are to be mystically taken: a mystical
death suiteth best with their state and condition, which is mystical, besides, when they did overcome, they slew their enemies with the fire or
sword of their mouth (Rev. xi. 9); so that (at least, so I think) there
will be such ruin brought both upon the spirit of Christianity and the
true Christian Church state before this Antichrist is destroyed, that there
will be for a time scarce be found a Christian spirit or a true visible living
Church of Christ in the world; nothing but the dead bodies will be to be
seen of the nations, nor them either, otherwise than as so many ruinous
heaps. For the love that I bear to the Church Of Christ, I wish as to
this I may prove a false prophet; but this looks so like the text, and also
so like the dispensations of God with His Church of old, that I cannot but
think it will be so. The text supposeth that they had yielded up as dying
men do their souls, their spirit of life into the hands of God; for it sairh
concerning them that at their resurrection the spirit of life from God
entered again into them (Rev. xi. 11; Ezek. xxxvii. 9).
As I said, since in death the body doth not only lie dead, but the spirit
of life departs therefrom, it is to show that not only their bodies, tbeir
Church state, shall die, but that spirit of life that acted those bodies shall
be taken up to God. There shall for a time be no living, visible Church
of Christ in the world-a Church, but no living Church as to Church state;
a Church in ruins, but not a Church in order, even as there was once a
Christ, but no living Christ, in the grave. Yet the gates of hell shall
not prevail to an utter overthrow, no more than they prevailed to an utter
overthrow of Christ; but as one did, so shall the other, revive and rise
again, to the utter confusion and destruction of their enemies. Tea, and
as Christ after His rAsurrection was, as to His body, more glorious than
He was before, so the witnesses after their resurrection shall be more
spiritual, heavenly, and exact in all their ways than they '\lere before they
were killed.
Yet the beast shall not altogether have his will (if that at all was his
will), that these witnesses in this second war should be conquered to a
compliance with Antichrist in his foolish and vain religion, for it is not
with dead men t{) comply. When the Jews had killed Christ, it '\las
beyond all the art of hell to cause that body of His to see corruption; so
when the beast has killed the witnesses, he shall not be able to corrupt
them with any of his vices. Hence, you find, that not the witnesses, bu
the dwellers upon the earth, were those that danced after the devil s pipe
when he had fulfilled their number.
By all that I have said I do not deny but that many of the people of
God may die corporeally by the hand of the beast in this second war ; but
should as many more die, that will not prove that that death will be that
that by the killing of the wituesses is intended.
This victory of the Beast shall not invalidate or weaken their testimony,
no, not in the eyes of the world, for they will still remember and have a
reverence for it; this is intimated by this: "that they of the- people, and
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kindreds, and tongues, and nations (that are neither the witnesses nor
they that in the next verse are called the inhabiters) shall not suffer their
dead bodies to be buried or put into graves." But some will say, This
will be a sad day; so it will, and gloomy, but it will be but short, the
righteous shall have dominion over them next morning. Ohrist Jesus
our Lord, in answer to the question of His disciples about the destruction
of Jerusalem, said, "When these things begin to come to pass, look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."
Another sign of the approach of the ruin of Antichrist will be this:
Rev. xi. 10. Then as to sense and reason all shall be hushed, all shall
be quiet and still. The followers of the Lamb shall be down, the
followers of the Beast shall be up, cry, Peace and safety; but, behold,
while they thus sing in the window, death is striding over the threshold
(Zeph. ii. 14). While they are crying peace and safety, sudden destruction
cometh; by that they have well settled themselves at their table with
Adonijah, they shall hear it proclaimed, with sound of trumpet, "The
witnesses are risen again." Now the Ohristian pipes will go again, and
surely the earth will be rent with the sound of their shouts and acclamations, while they cry with joyful sound, "The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Ohrist, and He shall
reign for ever and ever."
Woe to the wicked, it shall be ill with them, for the Lord Jesus will
now begin to show His jealousy, and to make known His indignation
towards those who have thus cruelly slain His prophets, digged down His
altars, and made such havoc of the affiicted Ohurch of God. Now will
He whet His glittering sword and His hand shall take hold on vengeance,
that He may render a recompense to His enemies and repay them that
hate Him. But this He will not do immediately by Himself, but by such
instruments as have been spoken of before.
I then take it, that the destruction of her flesh shall come by the sword
as managed in the hands of kings, who are God's ministers for the
punishment of evil deeds and the praise of them that do well. Not that
the Ohurch, even as a Ohurch, shall be quite exempt, and have therein no
hand at all, for she, even as such, shall with her faith and prayers help
forward that destruction.
Kings, I say, must be the men that must down with Antichrist, and
they shall down with him in God's time. Pray for kings to the God of
heaven, who has the hearts of kings in His hand, and do it without wrath
and doubting; without wrath because thyself is not perfect, and without
doubting because God governeth them and has promised to bring down
Antichrist by them.
I do confess myself one of the old-fashioned professors that covet to
fear -God and honour the king. I am for blessing them that curse me,
for doing good to them that hate me, and for praying for them that
despitefully use me and persecute me; and have had more peace in the
practice of these things than all the world is aware of.
Now these kings, whose hearts God shall set to destroy Antichrist, shall
do it without those inward reluctancies that will accompany inferior men,
they shall be stripped of all pity and compassion; hence they are compared to the mighty waves of the sea, which saith, when the wrecked and
dying mariners cry out for mercy for themselves and for their children,
,. I am a SEA! I travail not nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish
young men or bring up virgins: I have therefore no pity for these, or
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any of them; therefore they must be swallowed up of this sea, and sink
like a stone in the midst of these mighty waters."
FROM REV. W. HUNTINGTON. 1807.

The different passages of Scripture which appear to me to point out the
future progress of popery are the following: "And when he shall hav:e
accomplished to scatter the power of the .holy people, all these things
shall be finished" (Dan. xii. 7). These holy people are in this island,
and I believe there are but few elsewhere. The Catholics are now
labouring, and the Jacobins with them, to gBt into the army and navy, in
order to influence both. Next they will get into the houses of Parliament, and when once they can carry their point, then the outer court will
be given to the Gentiles, which means the Romans (Rev. xi. 2). When
they have got possession of this, mass will be read in the churches, and
popery in all its branches will be the established religion of Great Britain;
and as for our dead formalists, the Arminians also, and all the old dead
and dry dissenters, these must unite with them, for" All that dwell upon
• the earth shall worship the beast, whose names are not written in the
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Rev.
xiii. 8). Having thus gotten possession of the outward court, the Established Church, and grasped all power, civil, ecclesiastical, and military,
they will then abolish the Act of Toleration and scatter the power of the
holy people, when they will get at the temple and the inward spiritnal
worshippers and put a final stop to all real worship, and silence the
witnesses of God, which are called two, including both churche and
ministers. "And when they shall have finished their testimony, the
beast that ascended out of the bottomless pit shall make war against
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies
shall lie in the street of the great city, and they of the people and
kindreds and tongues . and nations shall see their dead bodies three days
and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves"
(Rev. xi. 7~9). This seems to be the last effort of the man of sin.
The death of these witnesses seem to be a political one, or slaying them
as witnesses, that is, silencing them altogether. And then the Pope
" shall plant the tabernacle of his palace between the seas in hi glorious
holy mountain; yet he shall come to his eud, aud none shall help him "
(Dan. xi. 45). "And at that time shall Michael stand up the grea
prince; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was ince
there was a nation: but the elect shall be delivered" (Dan. xii. 1). .d.ud
when Michael stands up, the Holy Spirit will descend. This time of
trouble will last three years and a half. "And after three days and an
half the Spirit of Life from God entered into them [the slain witne ses 1,
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw
them. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them,
Come up hither. And they ascended up in a cloud," and appeared once
more a cloud of witnesses for God (Rev. xi. 11, 12). And amid this
display of 'power from this cloud of witnesses, the man of sin will be
discovered by the light, and be consumed by the Spirit of the Lord's
mouth; and the ten kings of Europe which now help the whore (being
converted) will then hate her, strip her, and burn her (Rev. xvii. 6).

" OF all the enemies I ever met with in the world, the COTI'uption of my
own nature has been the worst," said a dying saint.
.
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"SWEARING TOM" OF BASINGSTOKE.
AT Christmas, in the year 1800, Mr. Marsh was ordained to the cu~'acy of
St. Laurence, Reading. As the church had to be closed for repairs before
the following Sunday, his valued Christian friend, Dr. Ring, invited Mr.
Marsh to spend that day with him at his mother's house in Basingstoke,
promising him the opportunity of preaching, as the curate of the parish
church had offered the pulpit.
The rector had been for some time non-resident, but returned unexpectedly th~t week. On hearing of the al'l'angement that had been made,
he said to his curate, "That evengelical young Marsh shall not preaoh in
my parish." When this was announced to him on his arrival, it was
received by him with his usual serenity of temper, merely replying,
"Then I am to be a listener instead of a preacher to-morrow. But I can
pray as muoh I wish, no man forbidding me! " The Master in whom he
implicitly trusted had otherwise planned that Sunday's work for him.
Early in the morning a messenger came from a clergyman who had a
small church in the suburbs of the town, to say that he had been seized
with an attack of inflammation in the chest, and that he would be most
grateful if Mr. Marsh would undertake his duty. Gladly acoepting this
opportunity, he went forth to preach the Gospel of Christ from the words,
" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."
At the conclusion of the sermon he offered to give the congregation an
afternoon servioe. Between the services the news spread about the town
that the young clergymaJl who had been refused the pulpit of the large
church was to preach again in the small one. With the generous impulse
of Englishmen to take the side of anyone whom they fancy to be injured,
the numbers who pressed to hear him were so great, that the congregation
overflowed until the churchyard was crowded. Even the choir deserted
the parish church in order to testify their sympathy with the young
clergyman who had fallen under the rector's ban.
Amongst the crowd in the centre aisle there stood a man so noted for
his ungodliness and profane language, as to be known in Basingstoke by
the name of " Swearing Tom." He was a leader in sin and profanity;
and for seventeen years he had never entered a church. It was only
curiosity which brought him now. The text. was taken from Ezekiel: "I
will put a new spirit within you." Towards the end of the sermon the
preacher quoted the words, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" (Luke xi. 13) remarking
that, "Contrary to the conclusion that might be expected, the prJmise was
not to children only, but simply to those who asked. There was nothing,
therefore, between the worst of men and this most blessed gift from
heaven but to ask for it." He then added, "If the most wicked man in
this church would go home and pray that God for Christ's sake would
give him the Holy Spirit to change his heart, God would hear and answer
that man's prayer."
These words went straight to the heart of "Swearing Tom." "I am
the worst man here," he said to himself; "I will go home and pray."
As he went he had to pass by the familiar public-house; but, unmoved
by the calls of his companions, he refused to turn in. On reaching his
home he threw himself upon his knees, and tried to pray in the words
which he had heard from the pulpit. The prayer was answered. From
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that time he became a changed man, and his name of "Swearing T'lm "
was soon altered for that of " Praying Tom," by which he was known till
.the day of his death. He placed his leisure time at the disposal of his
clergyman for visits to the sick and afflicted, and was made a great blessing for upwards of half a century in his native town. It was not until
Mr. Marsh preached again in that church, after a lapse of thirty years,
that he became aware of the blessed results of his first Sunday's sermon,
when Tom himself asked leave to speak to him in the vestry, and told him
the story of his conversion.
Many years !ater, as Dr. Marsh was going up the stairs of Exeter Hall
for the last meeting there of the British and Foreign Bible Society at
which he was able to be present, a stranger met him and asked if he was
not Dr. Marsh? On receiving the reply, he said, "Ah, dear sir, 'Praying Tom,' of Basingstoke, is now' Praising Tom' in heaven."
His last hours were blessed indeed, for he died as he had lived, rejoicing in his Saviour.-Lije oj1Jr. MarsA. .
"WITH

OUR

LIVES."

"Protestants will have nothing left to give but their bodies to be burnt!
prepared for that ?"-The Rocle.

Are they

YES, for the honour of Jesus' name,
Yes, for the truth of God,
Like the martyrs of old, we could brave the flame,
We could tread the path they trod.
For He who sits on the throne above,
Who died for us on the cross,
Has filled our souls with the faith and love
That for Him counts all things loss.
And still His Truth is a dearer thing
Than wealth, or kindred, or life:
We have loved it through long, calm days of spring,
We will keep it through storm and strife.
Give us the dungeon, the chain, the stake,
His Truth shall be still our own;
From our children's children the foe shall take
That Truth with our lives alone!
"With our lives!" Let history speak, and tell
What triumphs are won in death!
How widely the Gospel echoes swell,
Waked by a martyr's breath!
How the man of God may be bound and s1:1in
And his ashes sprinkle the ground,
But the Truth of God shall untouch'd ren:.ain
And His word shall not be bound! (2 Tim. ii. 9)
For the Truth of God, for the Saviour's name,
Oh, brothers, awake once more!
We may not yield to the priestly claim
That darkened our land of yore.
Give us the dungeon, the chain, the stake,
God's Truth must be still our own,
And our children's children in peace partake
The heritage we have won!

-The Rock.
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THE RICHES, MULTITUDE, POWER, AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
LOVINGKINDNESSES OF THE ETERNAL THREE IN GOD;
AS SEEN IN THE

LIFE AND EXPERIENOE OF THE "OLD PILGRIM."
(C()ntinued from Vol. IlL, page 522.)

" OASTING all your oare upon Him, for He careth for you." This is a lesson
that can be learned nowhere else but in straits and difficulties. As long
as we can help ourselves, and find rest in the creature, the Lord's care is
nominal, we do not see it upon us, nor is it sought after, and prized by us ;
but, when our wisdom fails us, and all creatures, and all of all creatures
is found to be a broken cistern, then are we driven to the Lord, our last,
and only. refuge; and necessity compels us to try Him; and although it
might be with shame, fear, and trembling, yet there is a striving to cast
the burden of our overwhelming care upon Him. And in His own time
He leads us to see, in every step of our pilgrimage, the sweet beams of His
tender, constant care, shining conspicuously, and hear it speaking as with
a trumpet tongue; ,. He careth for you." And the soul's response is,
" What shall I render unto the Lord? for, let me look where I may, and
to 'What time or circumstanoe I may, I am cOl1'ltrained with blushing
'Wonder to say, The Lord has been careful for me; with all the care of
one, whose soul was absorbed with delight, in being ever-mindful to do
me good-as the promise runs: 'Yea, I will rejoice over them to do
them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly, with my whole
heart, and with my whole soul.' "
One evening after I had presented my case to the Lord for Him to
direct me, I sat and listened to hear if He would answer my petitions, and
tell me what I should do, and where I should direct my steps. While I
was waiting and watching, the words came to me, "Arise, and go into
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do." The moment the
words had rolled over my thoughts, I found I had another errand to go
to the Lord with, and it was to ask Him whioh city it was into which I
was to go. I looked at the several cities by which I was surrounded, and
wondered which city the Lord could mean, for I, was convinced that the
words came to me from the Lord; but, for trial, He had concealed the
place from me, which was afterwards to be made known, at the time, and
in the way which was pleasing to Himself.
Fretful I have often been, because the Lord has held me in suspense,
and refused to gratify my unbelief, by explaining to me, from beginning
to end, the mystery of His dealings with me. All my life long the Lord's
dealings with me have been by piece-meal, here a little, and there a
little. Oh, what a poor foolish unbelieving creature I have been, and still
continue! Unbelief is always in a hurry; faith only is content to wait.
Had the Lord explained to me His leadings and dealings from beginning
to end, as I have craved, and many times murmured because He has not
done it, what a number of intermediate lessons of the greatest sweetness
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should I have missed learning, and precious soul-cheering experiences of
His wisdom, goodness, tender pity, faithfulness·, and care, should I have
been shut out from realizing! When things go rough and crooked, it is
. labour in vain for us to try to smooth and straighten them, because this
is the Lord's work, not ours; and faith's resort is to honour Him, by
waiting upon, and for Him, and when He fulfils His straightening and
smoothing promise, we then can see, and say, "This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous love." Thus we render to Him that glory which is
due to His name.
Being left at an uncertainty as to what city was meant, into which
I was to go, .I was constra~ned to move very prayerfully and carefully.
One day, while :musing and craving the I~ord's direction, my thoughts
pitched upon .Bath, and I said, q This may be the city intended, therefore
I will go there." After I had been there a few days, I found a gentleman, a dear man of God, and he strove to persuade me to accept a call
from a people, to WhOlll he said, it would be doing himself much pleasure
to recommend me; but I ref\).sed to enter into the engagement ; therefore
I left Bath, being fully satisfied that was not the city where it was to be
told me what I was to do.
Then I came to the city of Bristol, and, after I had been here a few
days, to my great surprise, I WI1S told that a wooden church had been
erected in Bedminster, for the Rev. D. A. Doudney. No sooner had I
heard this news, than 1'said, "Now the matter is fully explained; thi I
see is the city into which I was told to go, where it should be old me
what I was to do." When the Lord's-day morning came round, I "Wen to
the wooden building, but the congregation "Was so large, that I found it
difficult to obtain standing-room. When the man of GoU began to .speak
in prayer, I found spiritual vitality, and said, "This is prayer from the
Spirit of grace, and supplication promised to the House of David." And
the sermon was a rich description, .and a distinct unfolding, of the
ministry of the Holy Ghost. My soul was filled with gladness, because
I had found a hOllle-a little sanGtuary. The sweet and solemn train of
meditation into which the sermon -drew my thoughts, I canne-t refrain
here from transcribing:" Under the God-honouring sermons which I have been fa,oured 0 hear
this day, I must (for the glory of the eternal Three in God) confe that
my soul has been much refreshed. Yes, both morning and e,ening they
were, times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.' I kno"W i . the
Lord's prerogative to encourage His own sent servants, and God forbid
that I should dare to trespass; but this I also know, that the Lord
often cheers and encourages His own servants by those refreshmen ,
which, under their ministry, He is pleased to grant to His weary one.
This view of the Lord's dealings is confirmed by the Great Apostle
who hath said, 'We are comforted in your comfort, and exceedingly the
more joyed we for the joy of Titus, because His spirit was refreshed by
you all.'
"While sitting under the preaching of the everlasting Go pel
to-day, have I not felt myself at home? Has not my heart been enlarged, and my soul been enamoured with the person and work of God
the Spirit? Ah, this is the great and momentous subject which the
ministers of Christ, in this dreary day of frivolity, worldliness, letterknowledge, and fair shows in the flesh, need to be studiously careful to
inculcate.
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"H()w discriminatingly true the deal' man of God's statement has been!
Oh, let me never forget it! Christ in His work by men may be mentally
known, and discoursed about, because here there is a something rationally
tangible, this being a work without us; but the Spirit and His work is an
inward work, and is only to be known spiritually; therefore the wisdom
of the world's school seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him. There is not
anyone thing in the Spirit and His ministry that can be, to the mental
powers of men, however enlightened, improved, or elevated, even by
super-natural influence, tangible.
"The Holy Ghost, as an Indweller, must take possession of the soul of
that man who is brought to know Him and His work; and His indwelling
will be a well that shall spring up, and this springing well, promised to
the seed-royal of heaven, will be the witness to them, of them, and in
them, called the Spirit-bearing Witness with our Spirit; and then the
overflowing streams from that sacred well, shall, under the ministry,
cheer the thirsty, weary soul, even as I have realized this day; but to be
without the indwelling of God the Spirit is to be, as Jude hath said,
'A well without water i' therefore, no spiritual refreshment can be
ministered by such men, nor received through them. It is a solemn
truth, insisted upon this day by the man of God, that if the Scriptures
of God had been less explicit in reference to the person and work of the
Holy Ghost, the experience of all who are called with a holy calling,
is a sure witness for Him who dwells in all Christ's my.stical members,
as the glorious Witnesser.
" Eternal redemption has been obtained by Jesus, and with the redemption price He has gone into heaven itself, to appeal' in the presence of
God for us; but before His departure He said, 'It is expedient for you
that I go away.' He had accomplished that part of His priestly work
of reconciliation on earth in the body of His flesh through death, but
there was, and is, the crowning part of His priesthood or priestly work,
and that must be done in heaven; therefore He must go away to perform
that. And this work consists in appearing in the presence of God and
presenting representatively all whom He reconciled through the blood of
His cross, holy, unblamable, and unreproveable in His sight. This work
Jesus, the great High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens, is now doing; therefore all are presented
and represented by Him to God, in the holiness of His precious blood,
unblameableness of His law-magnifying righteousness, and the unreproveableness of His spotless humanity; up to which pattern all who are
made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light must, in soul-experience, be wrought, by the sanctifying mercy of the Huly Ghost. And
this work of the Holy Ghost in the soul is as absolutely necessary in the
crucifixion of the old man, which is corrupt, and in creating or forming in
us the new man, or divine nature; and sealing upon us the image-likeness
of Jesus, our heavenly Head; as it was absulutely necessary, by the same
Holy Ghost, that Jesus, in making reconciliation fur the sins of His
brethren, should be made like unto His brethren. .
" But Jesus is gone into heaven, and we poor thriftless creatures are left
below, within the range of Satan's circuit and battle-field; aud all that
is of nature and that we are by nature is miserably adapted to be used by
him to work our ruin. Who on our behalf is to supply the place of Him
that is gone away? for it must be supplied; we must not be left alone.
But who is capable of supplying His place? It must be a person, if not,
D
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no communion. He must be a spirit, or he could not reveal spiritual
things. He must be onmiscient, or he might be circumvented in befriending us. And he must be omnipresent, or we might be cast out of
his sight. Now all these suitable qualifications or perfections, and infinitely more, centre in the Holy Ghost, Him that Jesus before He went
away called the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, the Remembl'ancel', the
Testifier that should come, and whom He would send, that proceedeth from
the Father. As God the Father is a Person, and God the Son a Person,
so God the Holy Ghost is and must be a Person; because in us there is a
personal and: spiritual work, by way of communion, to be begun, carried
on, and performed. If this work, then, is personal, the Holy Ghost must
be a Person; and, if a spiritual work, then He who performs that work
must be a Spirit: for no worker has the power to act above himself. And
if the work is an omnipotent work-and to create, give spiritual life, and
sustain that life eternally, is a work of omnipotence-then must the Holy
Ghost be omnipotent. And, if in cauying on and performing that work
the secret counsels, plots, and craft of legions of devils are to be thwarted,
baffied, and their works and workings turned to and used for the advancing of that very work which they strive to overthrow, then must the
worker be omniscient. And, if the enemies of that work are numerous
and widespread-in air, on earth, yea, everywhere, by land and sea; and
no place since the fall can be exempt from their presence,-then must
He be omnipresent. 0 glorious, boundless, omnipotent, omniscient, o=ipresent, and invincible love of God the Spirit! for, although there is
nothing in me by nature to befriend, but everything to counteract, hurt,
and destroy, either by force or fraud, the grace-"I\ork of God the Holy
Ghost in me, both root and fruit, yet His infinite love-power triumphs
over all opposition, both from without and within, as He hath immutably
promised: 'I, the Lord, do keep it; I will water it every moment, lest
any hurt it; I will keep it night and day.'
(To be continued:)

REFLECTIONS.
J~Y

THE LATE !dR. lL

lWBlXSO~•

.', BeJiold, Thou art fa~'r, my Beloved, yea, pleasant: also our bed ~'s green."SOL. SONG i. 16•
.THERE is no comparison, short of a personal oneness with Jesus, that
can be drawn from anything existing in this time-state. Not Oul' own
natural lives can have any compare with our oneness with Jesus. Behold, thou soul-ga:ling believer! thou hast enough in Jesus to feast thy
soul-sight with. There is such a perfection in Jesus, that all things in
Him are pure. All things in thy nature do not appear to be so; and it
is a happy moment when thou canst look away from thyself; yea, it is
pleasant to walk, talk, and live in Jesus-is the best of company, that
yields delight; communion with Jesus is sweet. He that turned water
into wine, and spake as never man spake, multiplied the loaves and
£.shes, so that the wondering' twelve that wanted to buy two hundred
pep.nyworth of bread had each of them a basketful as a token for their
6ervices-that the last should be first and the first last. " Our bed is
green," where the flocks rest at noon-the covenant evergreens, the pro-
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mises of unfailing delights, where their rest shall be sweet, and none
daring to make them afraid.
He that's restored by sovereign grace,
And cleansed by Jesus' blood,
Delights with saints to take bis place,
Though they are sufferers here.
If they, within a prison cell,
Are suffering for the truth,
Love visits there, her joys can tell,
And drives away their fears.
There's thousands once were bound with chains
Are free'd from every fear,
In glory now with Jesus reign,
Where they never shed a tear.
If Jesus loved to bleed and die,
To save rebellious man,
That love Divine can bring me nigh
To see redemption's plan.
That love will guide me Christ to know,
And find my all in HimThough oft cast down, and very low,
By Him raised up have been.
MISAPPROPRIATING THE THINGS-THAT IS THE EVIL; THERE IS NO EVIL IN
GOD'S CREATION.

Can you find one amongst the ransomed of Jesus' blood:that He hath
put in a bad place? Some have thought so, and have had very hard thoughts
of the Lord. One said he was plagued all the day, and chastened every
morning; but he could see the wicked around him in prosperity. They
had no bands in their death. Their strength was firm. They had everything' that heart could wish. Their eyes stood out with fatness, and he
could not make this out, until the Lord opened this up, and showed him
that they were set in slippery places. And there is many a poor child of
God rises up against the Lord's way, and thinks that He deals hardly
with them, and that He might have placed them in more favourable circumstances; but this is their ignorance. Jesus puts His children in the
best place; and the bounds of their habitation are fixed by Him. Moses'
mother might have said, "I wish I had never been a mother." There is
many a poor mother who has said so when things have gone roughly in
the family, and the children have rose up against them, and have said as
poor old Jacob did, "All these things are against me." But this was not
the truth: he found, as all the tried childJ:en of God shall, that" the
Lord doeth all things well."
THE SNARE BROKEN, AND THE CAPTIVE DELIVERED.

I have <;>ften heard R. Robinson mention the oase of a poor woman
whom he met some years ago, at a certain place where he was called to
preach. This poor woman had long been bound low by the arch-fiend
and enemy of souls, who tried his cunning artifice, with his infernal lies,
to drive her to the very borders of despair. He assailed her on this ground,
that she was not a child of God, for she had no love. Many ministers had
conversed with her; but she told them it was of no use, for she was utterly
destitute of love. Mr. Robinson went to see her, and conversed with
her; but she repeated again and again she was destitute of love-she
D
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had no love to God, His people, nor His means nay, she was destitute
altogeth81', so she had no love to anything; she did not love hel' husband,
nor children, nor anything, so it was of no use talking to her. He said,
"There lay on the table an old Bible, that gave proof that it had been
searched again and again. I picked up this Bible, and I said, 'I am
going to burn this Bible; this is of no use to you.' She cried out,
'Give me my Bible! I love my Bible! You shan't burn my Bible.'
, Ah, you love the Bible, and you love its Author.''' Here Satan was
defeated; the snare was broken and the captive delivered.
"As'thy days, so shall thy strength be."-DEuT. xxxiii. 2·j.
I remember hearing Mr. Robinson say that some years ago he \l'as
greatly tried. The enemy told him he would never stand, should he be
called to suffer as the martyrs did; but some time after this he \l'as
brought into circumstances that necessitated him to go late in the eve to
another town for assistance, and, as he was coming back, two high\l'a,\'
robbers attacked him, and threw him down. One knelt on him, and held
him by the throat while the other robbed him. He said he never felt more
calm and composed in all his life than he did at that time. This \l'as
the way the Lord took to deliver him out of that trial, and proved that
Re who kept the mind composed in perfect peace while in the hands
of robbers, could do the same if brought to the rack, torture, fire, or
sword. Yes, dear child of God, whenever thou art \l'eak in thyself,
thou shalt find the Lord true to His word, "As thy days, thy strengih
shall be;" "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." Therefore, take no
undue thought for the morrow's trouble, sufficient is my grace; and" as
thy days, thy strength shall be." Plead His promise that He hath made,
and make mention of the \l'ord on which He hath causea thee to hope.
Tell Him again and again that He hath pledged Himself by oath and
promise, and He must perform, because His faithfulness cannot fail; nor
can He alter the word that Ho hath spoken.
" The Lord lore~h the grttes of Zioll IiI iI'!} than all the dwellillgs of Jacob."PSALli lxxxvii. 2.
The wisdom, care, and morcy of God is manifested t{) the heu'S of
salvation, in their temporal concerns; so that no good things shall ever
be withholden from them. The lovingkindness of the Lord, and the
freedom of intercourse to J acob, was more vital, holy, and profound, in
that spot where he set up stones for his pillow, than when he made a
present of his poplar rods to strike the admiration of his thirsty flock.
David saw a door.keeper's placo mpre lovely, in peace, than a throne
besieged with wickedness. A dinner of herbs on the house-top, where
the sparrow plays the harp, and love give songs of praise, is much better
than gathering gold in silver slippers, where wrath and strife are prime
ministers. It was not all honour, nor what might be desired in Jacob's
family; for there were theft, murder, and adultery, that stained their
history, and the contempt was laid as a warning to future ages; but the
gates of Zion are sacred honours, where only the heirs of promise perform
spiritual business, and their experience and affections keep holy day
at the Redeemer's feet. 0 believer, has thy way been shut up in thy
E;Jxperience, and thy deep exercises, so that deep called unt{) deep? How
desirable, when divine love sent a promise by faith of thy deliverance, and
set before thee an open door-though thou hast been retained as a prisoner
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of hope, and Jesus drew thy soul in sweet contemplation of the privileges
of Zion, and thou hast exclaimed, "Oh, how I love her courts and
the entrance of her g-ates!" "For I reckon that the suffering-s of this
pl'esent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall
be revealed in us" (Rom. viii. 18). 0 believer, art thou a sufferer?
Thou hast a hard hand, but a tender conscience; the hand of divine faith
has to grasp many painful instruments; and the believer is a workman
that needs not to be ashamed, and shall never be confounded. Love is the
line by which divine faith is actuated; and" More than conqueror" is
the triumphant ensign spiritually set up. 0 believer, art thou a sufferer
for Jesus? -Then thou art a great gainer: for even thy losses shall be thy
gain. 0 believer, what are thy Bufferings? Is it being despised and
set at nought as a believer in Christ Jesus by an ungodly world? No.
Is it because thy temporal mercies are threatened by human hands, to
be withdrawn? No, it is not; but my burden is this: I suffer daily
under a body of sin and death, waging rebellion against the covenant of
grace. I suffer under the devil's temptations, stirring up fleshly lusts that
war against my soul. I suffer under deadness and coldness, and dark
and gloomy feelings, and unbelief trying' to block up my way and to
impede my path. 0 my soul, count up the cost! there is more for thee
than can be against thee. "Christ in you the hope of glory." "More
than conqueror," is the glory revealed in us.
" Be ye therefore merciful, as your Fatller also 1'S merciful."-LuKE vi. 36.
o my soul, come, meditate upon this salvation, until thou shalt leap
for joy! Thy feeding pastures and soul-portions are blessedly spreacl
before thee. "It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed." It
is of the Lord's mercy I am made a monument of mercy, and the covenant
of mercy secures covenant treasures to my soul. It is a God-like wonder
to show mercy, more than to create a thousand worlds. In mercy for
us Christ sweat great drops of blood; in mercy He bore our sins and
carried our sorows. Vessels of mercy must be filled with mercy; love,
mercy, and truth are three witnesses of covenant record, in the experience
of the purchased inheritance, and give a sacred impress of the image
of Christ's sufferings in our room and stead, and shine. forth in the
divine excellency of the Gospel revelation of Christ's sufferings and
death; and the jubilee day is hailed with a shout of the gift of mercy.
with, "Grace, grace unto it!" 0 my soul! are these ·treasures yours?
Does covenant mercy lead thee out and bring thee in? Has mercy made
thy bed in sickness and in health? Does mercy accompany thy path, and
adjust all thy comforts, that are neither few nor small? }\fercy's date is
God-like; yet is she a nurse to babes, and never leaves the fatherless,
and is a joy to the widow's heart, and attends the dying moments of the
saints, and is door-keeper to the realms of bliss, and numbers the
ransomed to their eternal rest. 0 my soul! are these treasures thine,
or art thou a despiser of mercy, and the greatest enemy to thyself, amI
with thy maddened folly seeking to make thy bed in hell?
(To be continued.) -- -

0

A SNARE into which the devil delights to lead man is to revel ill illlagi- ,- '
nary woes; but their imaginary woes produce real calamities; they
contract the human intellect-the human heart. Leave to-morrow with
God-entirely to Him. .
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WAITING AND WATOHING.
" Blessed is the man that huweth me, watcMng daily at my gates, wait·il1g
at the posts of my aoon"-PRov. viii. 34.

SOLOMON was a servant of God, who was greatly favoured with the gifts
of wisdom and understanding, in things both natural and spiritual, that
rarely, if ever, falls to the lot of man, and to which was added both riches
and honour (1 Kings v. 12-18).
The wisdom that uttereth her voice in the portion of holy writ before
us, we may in truth say, "Behold, a Greater than Solomon is here!"
The voice that uttereth this gracious declaration is the voice of our
glorious Lord, set forth by Solomon under the character of "wisdom,"
to which character all His dear called ones have a special claim. The
Apostle Paul puts us in possession of this great truth, for, saith he, "But
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Ohrist the power of
God, and the wisdom of God . . . who of God was made unto them
wisdom" (1 001'. i. 24, 30). Oh, what a mercy to the foolish, the
ignorant, and the unlearned of the chosen and called sons and daughters
of the Lord God Almighty! To have such a fund of wisdom to fall back
upon, and which they can claim as their own, is a mercy beyond all
praise. Oh, what a mercy, unbounded mercy, that salvation does no in
the least depend upon human wisdom, nor deep learning in theological
questions, nor classical lore, but upon" the wisdom of God in a my tery ;
even the hidden mystery which God ordained before the world unto
our glory" (1 001'. ii. 7); ' < and is now made manifest, and, by the
Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the commandment of the ever- .
lasting God, to all nations, for the obedience of faith" (Rom. xvi. 25,
26.) What an amount of inextricable perplexities, confusion, and
difficulties would the ignorant, the foolish, and the unlearned be involved
and deeply exercised with, if human learning gave any title to acceptance
with Ohrist. We have only to look at the bitter controversies and
contentions now going on within the circle of the learned, to see that
ignorance is bliss compared with that. It is enough for the unlearned
called ones to know that we are "not redeemed with cOTI'uptible things,
a8 silver and gold, from our vain conversations received by tradition from
the fathers; but with the precious blood of Ohrist, as of a Lamb mthout
blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i. 18).
The vanity of these traditional things, and the vain conversations in
controversies, are great stumbling-blocks to the unlearned of the household of faith: consisting chiefly in teaching for doctrines the co=andments of men; in meats and m'inks, and divers ordinances and
observances; arraying themselves in gorgeous robes, holding out their
o.wn persons to admiJ.'ation, because of some supposed advantage; but
sor,e1y detrimental to the ignorant and unlearned of the flock. But, to
return to our subject: "Blessed is the man that heareth me." God the
Father, on the MOlmt of Transfigurav.on, uttered a voice out of the cloud,
saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye
Rim." God the Son declared to the Jews, "'Verily, verily, I say unto
you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live." The hearing of the
voice of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, which is the voice of "wisdom," is not
confined to the living; but "the dead shall hear it, and live." The
Apostle Paul is very explicit upon this point: "And you hath Re
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quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins, even when we were
dead in sins hath quickened us together with Ohrist, (by grace are ye
saved" (Eph. ii.). Therefore, it clearly appears that it does not in the
least depend upon any exertions of our own. No; all is of grace, unmerited grace, quickened by the Spirit of the living God, and made
to sit in heavenly places in Ohrist Jesus. Everything is the work of
God. No part of it belongs to us. Ho'w could we, being dead to all
spiritual life, take any part in so great a work? Dead in trespasses
and in sins, until the voice of the Lord spake us into a new existence of
spiritual life. "Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Ohrist shall-giV'e thee light "-the lig,ht of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Ohrist-the light that lighteth every man
that cometh into' the world of spiritual life. We were in total darkness
before. We are His entire workmanship-" created in Ohrist Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them."
Space will not allow us to enter upon the many and various ways the
Lord first speaks unto His dear children, nor upon the endless variety of
circumstances under which they first hear His voice, or of the aftercommunion carried on with Him, save to say that it is all indeed very
blessed. On His part it is always full of the most blessed assurances of
grace in every time of need; of His love, of His help, of His kindness,
of His mercy and forbearance, of His divine presence, and of His neverfailing faithfulness, which are all gracious manifestations that are truly
very blessed. The soul that hath this new life is blessed with the hearing
ear and the feeling and understanding heart; he is blessed with peace
and the forgiveness of sins, and a hope of eternal salvation. " The Lord
"ill give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with
pea.ce" (Psalm xxix. 11). "The Lord hath been mindful of us: He will
bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of
Aaron. He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great"
(Psalm cxv. 12, 13). "Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching
daily at my gates."
The prophet Habbakuk was one of the Lord's blessed ones, and one
that watched daily at His gates; for, saith he, "I will stand upon my
watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will
say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved" (Rab. ii. 1).
Here we may observe that the Lord's blessed ones are not they that
refuse reproof, but. regard it, knowing that such shall be honoured and
that the rod and reproof giveth wisdom. They are as ready to watch for
reproof as to watch for the gracious manifestations of His glorious power
in strengthening, supporting, upholding, establishing, and preserving
grace. Their language is, "Examine me, 0 Lord, and prove me; try
my reins and my heart" (Psalm xxvi, 2). "Search me, 0 God, and
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Psalm
cxxxix. 23, 24).
The Psalmist also was one of the blessed, and one who watched daily
at His gates-the gates of the glorious righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Ohrist ; for saith he, "Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go
into them, and I will praise the Lord: this gate of the Lord into which
the righteous shall enter" (Psahn cxviii, 19, 20).
The dear blessed ones of the Lord, the watchers at His gates, know
their own vileness-that in them there is no soundness-that their own
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righteousness is but as filthy rags: therefore they are daily watching at
the gates of the justifying right€'ousness of the Lord J esns Christ. NOM
can enter these g'f1tes but those who receive the garment of salvation
. at the entrance. The wetm!' rlipped in blood is the only passport for an
entrance thbre. Oh, what a blessing-what an invaluable blessing-to
be watching and daily receiving renewed mflnifestations at the gates of
righteousness and peace; receiving renewed exchanges of garments of
praise, in place of filthy rags, and say with the psalmist, and with the
same boldness, "Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go in there,
and I will praise the Lord: this gate into which the righteous shall enter."
"Blessed is-the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting
at the posts of my doors." Watching and waiting is a position that the
Lord's blessed ones are often in; and a most blessed one it ia. MallY a
sweet promise is made to, and realized b.v, the waiting ones. And it shall
be said in that day, "La, we have waited for Him, and He will save us:
this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad, and rejoice in
His salvation" (Isaiah xxv. 9).
The Lord answered Habakkuk while standing npon the watch-tower:
waiting to see what the Lord would say to him: "Write the vision, and
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that refldeth it. For the
vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry" (Hab. ii. 2, 3). The answer he received was a very instructive
and profitable one; it taught him not only to wait by faith, but also to
wait the Lord's appointed time for the revelation of the Deion, for in
the end it would come and speak for itself. The Lord's waiting ones are
often severely exercised upon this point. When faith is put upon its trial
by external or internal circumstances, or by both combined, troubles and
Borrows of a peculiar kind arise; insurmountable difficulties surround them;
trials and perplexities lay in their path which they think might be spared,
and which they are anxious to see removed. They plead promise after
promise that seems to suit their particular case, anxiously waiting for the
appearing of the Lord for their deliverance; but oftfm limiting the Lord
as to time, whereby disappointments are increased. The Lord's time
may be not their time; consequently much impatience and fretfulness is
expn·ispd in rphellion Hgaiw,t the Lord's divine dispensations. I i one
thing to wait, but anuther thing to patiently I'ait, the Lord's own appointed
time for the manifestation of His mind and will concerning us. There
is an appointed time to favonr Zion, and our great and merciful God,
who is wisdom, trath, and faithfulness, must not be limited to any time
but His own in His divine and wise dispensations. May the Lord direct
the hearts of all His waiting ones into the love of God, and into the
patient waiting for Christ, who is the power of God and the wisdom
of God.
"Ble~sed is the man that heareth me; watching daily at my gates,
waiting at the posts of my doors." The posts and doors embrace many
subjects that lead us into inconceivable immensity-subjects that may by
faith be recognized and apprehended, but never fully comprehended, by any
finite capacity-subjects that embrace eternal and i=ortal things; at the
posts and doors of which the Lord's blessed ones are continually waiting.
There is the door of the eternal word, the door of eternal mercy, the
door of eternal justification, the door of eternal love, the door of eternal
election, the door of eternal predestination, and the door of eternal
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salvation. These everlasting doors are all hinged upon the posts of the
eternal covenant transactions, entered into hy the wisdom of' our triune
J ehovah, according to the good pleasure of His will.
.
Prestw£cl..
W. G.
FULFILMENT OF PROPHEOY.
" But this £s that which was spoken by the prophet Joel,. and it shall come to pass
in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy."-AcTs ii. 16, 17.
Is this a complete, or only a partial, fulfilment of the words of J oel ? It
is evidently only a partial fulfilment, as several remarkable instances show
after the first outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of Peutecost,-the
first we will refer to being in chap. xxi. of this same book and the ninth
verse. Speaking of Philip the evangelist, it is said, " And the same man
had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy." And in the following
verse, mentiun is made of another prophet, named Agabus, of whom it is
twice recorded that he spake by the Holy Ghost. " So shall the Jews at
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him
into the hands of the Gentiles," meaning the apostle Paul. And, in
Acts xi. 28, it is said of Agabus, that he signified by the Spirit that there
should be great dearth througl-lOut all the world; which came to pass
in the days of Claudius Omsar. Again, in chap. xxi. 4, we find that
certain disciples of Tyre, "said to Paul thro~.gh the Spirit, that he Rhould
not go up to Jerusalem." But perhap!:l these are individual instances
suffiL:ient; we will therefore turn to Acts x. 44-46, which refer to the
Eecond special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. "While Peter yet spake
these "\lords, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And
they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift
of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God." But this pa sage from Joel is likewise being fulfilled now;
for are not these more emphatically the "last days?" And is not the
Holy Spirit still poured out abundantly on all true believers-this being
especially the dispensation of the Holy Spirit? But there remains yet
another fulfilment of the words of J oel, and it is that spoken of in Acts ii.
19, and so remarkably foretold by Ohrist Himselfin Matt. xxiv. 29, in which
He seems to take up the very language of Joel to announce the signs
which 'shall precede His own second coming. Happy are they who are
looking forward with joy to this last fulfilment.
We will now refer to further instances of prophecies having a double
fulfilment, 1st, partial, 2nd, complete. The eleventh chapter of Isaiah may
be mentioned as one. This chapter appears to treat both of Ohrist's first and
second coming, and may also refer to His spiritual reign in the hearts of
His people now, and more completely still to His future kingdom, when
He shall come in the glory of His Father. The tenth verse was fulfilled
when the Gentiles were brought to the knowledge of the Lord, and
the twelfth verse seems to point more particularly to the final ingathering of the Jews. And the twelfth chapter speaks of the happy results of that
glorious time, namely, the joy of the Ohurch, both Jews and Gentiles.
" Sing :unto the Lord; for He hath done excellent things: this is known
in all the earth. Ory out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst. of thee" (chap. Xii. 5, 6).
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The sixtieth chapter of Isaiah also appears to admit of two interpretations, first, to the restoration of the Jews to their own land after the
Babylonish captivity, and building of the second temple. " And the sons
. of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto
thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy
on thee" (verse 10).
Then the chapter goes on to show the ultimate glory of the Ohurch of
Ohrist when both Jews and Gentiles are gathered in. " Thy sun shall no
more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall
be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended."
The restoration of Jerusalem, both temporal and spiritual, is also portrayed
very beautifully in the sixty-second chapter of Isaiah. Indeed, Isaiah
abounds in prophecies and sweet promises connected with the first and
second advents of our glorious Lord; and of the wonderful mercy of God
to the Gentiles. This is set forth very prominently in the fifty-fourth
chapter, the first verse of which agrees so well with 1 Samuel ii. 5.
I take Hannah to be a very remarkable type of the Gentile Ohurch, and
her offspring, Samuel, as the firstfruits of that Ohurch; Samuel, according
to the margin, meaning, "Asked of God"-thus explaining the eighth verse
of the second Psalm, where the Father is represented as saying to the Son,
" Ask of me, and I shall give Thee the heathen (or Gentiles) for Thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession."
The last chapter of Zephaniah appears to have a double fulfilment. He
speaks, in his opening chapter, of the sins of Judah, for "l\hich they shall
be cut off from the land; and in the seventh verse of the second chapter,
the Lord remembers His mercy, and says, "For the Lord their God shall
visit them, and turn away their captivity." Then, in the last chapter,
the restoration of Israel is spoken of, especially in the nineteenth and
twentieth verses, which seems to me to be the final one; for when have
these words been fulfilled ?-" I will get them praise and fame in every
land where they have been put to shame, and I will make you a name
and a praise among all people of the earth."
We now tum to Zechariah. In t.his beautiful prophecy ("1\ hich
evidently has two meanings attached to it) we see Zerubbabel set forth
as a wonderful type of Ohrist. He is called to build the econd temple,
and, to make the type more complete, he is not only to begin, but to
finish the work. " The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of
this house, his hands shall also finish it, and thou shall knO"l\ that the
Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you" (vel'. 4, 9). And in the sixth and
seventh verses, we find all is to be done by the Spirit and grace of God.
By His might and power the great mountain 1;>ecomes a plain.
In chap. vi. 12, 13, Ohrist is yet more clearly spoken of, under the
title of The Branch, and the Builder of His spiritual temple: "Thus
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the Man whose name is, The
Branch; and He shall grow up out of His place, and He shall build
the temple of the Lord: even He shall build the temple of the Lord;
and He shaLl bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne;
and He shall be a Priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace
shall be between them both [Father and SonJ."
Thus bearing ou~ the ninth verse of the second chapter of Haggai:
" The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith
the Lord of hosts: and in' this place will I give peace, saith the Lord
of hosts." Yes; peace by the blood of the everlasting covenant.
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Then, in the concluding chapters, the glory of the latter -days is
shadowed forth after the trial of J udah and Jerusalem is accomplished; .
"when they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced, and .shall
mourn for Him." "And I will bring the third part through the fire,
and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried:
they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my
people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God" (Zech. xiii. 9).
The study of prophecy is a peculiarly interesting one, and will well
repay a searcher into the deep things of God; but it must be approached
with great reverence, in entire reliance on the Holy Spirit's teaching,
and with much of the awe by which Moses was inspired, when it was
said to him, "Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground." Still, as all Scripture is given for instruction
and edification, we should not shrink from investigating even the most
abstruse and obsclITe passages, being well content with our very partial
knowledge until the day dawn, and the shadows flee away, when we
shall behold everything revealed in the light of a glorious eternity.

W.
OHRISTIAN EXPERIENOE OF AN OLD-TESTAMENT SAINT.
" Come and hear, (tll ye that fe([lr God, and I will declare what He
hath done for my sOltl."-PSALM lxvi. 16.
THUS spake the man after God's own heart, to the people of the Lord, to
those who had been taught to fear Him, through the gracious operations
of the Holy Spirit: and David had much to say of the merciful dealings
of the Lord with his soul. The life-long experience of David showed,
that it was God alone who made to differ: who took a stone from a quarry,
and fashioned it for a corner-stone of His temple; who took a lump of clay
from the miry pit, and made it into a vessel of honour for the service of
His sanctuary. There was much clay yet remaining in the pit, as good as
that from which this vessel had been prepared; there were many stones
yet remaining in the quarry, as good as that which formed a cornerstone for the temple. Saul by nature was as good as David, but the Lord
cast off Saul, and chose David. David's seven brethren were by nature
as good as himself, but the Lord rejected them and chose David. David
would therefore speak of God's discriminating grace, and bless Him who
had made one to differ from another. He would take a review of his
life's journey, through this wilderness world; of his joys and his
sorrows, his falls and his restorings, his sins and his pardonings; awl
then, he would say,-not to a blaspheming world, but to those who were
daily walking with him, in the oourts of the temple of the house of his God" Oome and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He hath
done for my soul." And thus the people of God, in every age of the
world, have cheered and encouraged each other, amidst the storms and
the tempests of life; by speaking of God's dealings with them, and of the
way He has continually appeared for their help and deliverance. We
would like to have been a listener of David, as he cheered the hearts of
the saints by a recital of lovingkindness and tender mercies of the
Lord: "I called upon the Lord with my mouth, and He was extolled
with my tOIlgue."
And we may, in imagination, join that happy company, that little
society of warm Christian people, and we shall hear David, who has
divested himself of his kingly dignity, and is sitting down, as a friend-
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amongst friends, narrating the experience of an eventful life, and all
"to the praise of the glcry" of God's grace. Would our long winter
evenings have sufficed for David to speak, or for his friends to hear what
. David had to say of himself and of' God? Oh, no; not one e,ening,
nor many days, would have sufficed for David to tell or for his friends to
hear, "that sweet story of old." The events of David's life would have
been too many and too varied for the recital of them to be accomplished
in so short a time; and often, as he proceeded with his story, his feelings
would be so overcome that, breaking off from his narration, he 1\ould
exclaim, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, bless
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 Illy soul, and forget not all His
benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things;
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagles."
We may accompany Samuel to the little town of Bethlehem, "\\hither
he is going, by divine command, to anoint a king as the successor of
Saul. The people wonder and tremble at his approach, for perhaps
they have not often seen him, and they look not upon him as one" that
bringeth good tidings;" but they come to the sacrifice, and J esse and his
sons are called. And, listening to carnal reason, we may suppose Samuel
asking', as he looked on the beauty of Eliab's countenance, and marked
th'e noble height of his stature, "Why, 0 Lord! has thou 1-ejUSed him?
and why dost Thou refuse Abinadab, and Shammah, and the e other foUl'
sons of J esse? They are each of kingly deportment, and may "\\ell wage
war with the enemies of the Lord." But Samuel speaks not thus, for he
has long learned to bow to the sovereignty of God; and, when this ruddy
shepherd-boy is brought in-too insignificant, as his father thought, to be
called away from the care of his sheep-Samuel bows to the command of
the Lord, and, in the midst of his brethren and before his father's eyes,
anoints him with the holy oil, as captain over Israel. Had Samuel been
a worldly man he could scarcely have approved of the Lord's choice.
Might he not have said ?-" Thou, 0 Lord, once hadst a ruler over Thy
people in the person of Joshua, under whom they conquered this 1\hole
land for themselves. After him Thou didst give them judge, mighty
men of valour, who again and again d!=llivered them from the hands of
their oppressors; and now, lmtil Saul, was ever nation in a 1\orse plight
than Thine own Israel-the defenders of their country very few, and very
weak; and what rude weapons of war in their hands! obliged, every
man, to wait for his turn at the file, or pass over to the enemy's camp to
sharpen his share and his coulter and his axe and his mattock? SUl'ely,
if Thou hast rejected Saul, Thou mayest have raised up another J ephtbah,
a Sham gal', a Gideon, or a Sampson !"
If such thoughts entered into the mind of Samuel (and 1mbelief "\\ill
work in the hearts of God's servants), they were banished thence at the
Lord's. word, "Look not on His countenance, or the height of His
stature, because I have refused him, for the Lord seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward appearance; but the Lordlooketh on
the heart." Davidwould describe this mission of Samuel, and then he
would speak of the special choice of the Lord; of tb-e holy anointing;
how he again returned to his flock; the happy days he had "\\ith them,
as, amidst the green pastures, and beside the still waters, he tuned his
harp to the praises of God, 'and _says, as in Psalm xxiii., "The Lord is
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my Shepherd, I shall not want;" and, still dwelling on the dear scenes
of his youth, he would remember how he was taken from his rural
avocations, to solace the troubled spirit of the king 'with the sweet' notes
of his harp. How the king loved him, and made him His armourbearer; and that when the noise of war engaged the royal attention, and
the ministrations of the minstrel were no longer required, the young
armour-bearer was forgotten; and soon his unambitious milid led him to
forsake the palace, and to return to the care of the sheep, and to the
bosom of his father, in the dear old home of Bethlehem.
Was it dlll'ing that time that he held the fierce encounter with the lion
and the bear-from the success of which conflict, he has encouraged the
servants of God down to the very end of time? "Thou shalt tread upon
the lion and the adder; the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample
under thy feet." David would relate how, on some fine morning, his
father and himself rose early, and went together to the, fold, on the
"high mountains of Israel." He would speak of opening the door; of
calling the sheep by name, and leading them out; that his father to1cl
them as they went forth; took an account of their number, and gave them
into the hand of David, to be kept in safety by him. They were a little
flook, and he led them forth into the pastures of the wilderness, and for
awhile sang sweet psalms, and played joyfully on his harp. The evening
was approaching; he was leaning on his crook, his harp lying beside him,
when suddenly there appeared a commotion in the field. Terrified, the
sheep run together, and as rapidly are again scattered. What is the cause?
A lion and a bear have come, and a little lamb has been carried away.
There is no time for deliberation; and David needs none: a supernatural
courage emboldens his heart-a supernatural strength nerves his arm,
and in a short time the wild beasts are both lying dead at his feet; and
the terrified lamb runs back bleating to the side of its dam.
David has told us of the anointing; and Samuel has described how the
Spirit of the Lord came upon David, from that day forward. Was there
the same Spirit teaching in Old Testament times, as there has ever been
under the Gospel dispensation? Then, though it were as through a glass
darkly, yet the Spirit took of the things of Ohrist, and testified of Jesus
to David's soul.
J esse gave the sheep into David's care; and the Lord J ehovah gave His
sheep into the care of Jesus. Says the Lord J eSHS, "Thine they were,
and Thou gavest them me." David was responsible for everyone of the
flock; and the Lord Jesus made Himself responsible for everyone of His
sheep; for " They shall again pass under the hand of Him that telleth
them." As said Jacob unto Laban, "That which was torn of beast I
brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou
require it, whethet stolen by day or stolen by night." But oh, a far
better Shepherd than J acob is here; He speaks of His responsibility;
but He speaks not of torn sheep, nor of stolen sheep., Satan, as an
angel of light, had sought to deceive the sheep, but he had failed;
as a roaring lion he had sought to devour them, but the words had
thrilled through the regions of hell, "None shall pluck them out of my
hand." And yet some of them had fallen into danger, even as David's
lamb into the mouth of the lion; but the voice had spoken, "The Lord
rebuke thee, 0 Satan. Is not this a brand plucked from the burning?"
And thus at the close of His life, Jesus could exclaim, "And not one of
them is lost."
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Thus fresh from the slaughter of the lion and the bear, David goes to
the camp unto his brethren, and thence he enters boldly into the presence
of SauL He feels that God was with him in his late unequal contest, and
a holy zeal for the honour of Israel's covenant J ehovah animates his soul
as he goes forth in the plains of Ephes-dammim to meet Goliath, the
champion of the Philistines; and, oh, that we could have been amongst
his hearers; as he rehearsed the experience of those eventful days, and
told of what the Lord had done for his soul!
And with what grief would he remember the jealousy of Saul, his
attempts on his life; and J onathan almost a martyr for his sake; himself hunted" as a partridge upon the mountains;" Saul daily seeking his
destruction, and David twice sparing t~at of Saul ; and then, in a moment,
his faith all gone, the anointing of Samuel forgotten, God's promise that
he should be king over Israel passed away from his mind, the fear of
man pervading his heart, and the doleful exclamation escaping his lips,
"I shall one day perish by the hand of SauL" Would he tell of this? of
his leaving the land and the God of Israel? flying for succour into the
enemies' country? degrading himself by playing the madman? At another
time, held in great respect by the Philistine 'king, and saved, as it \fere,
almost by a miracle, from fighting against his own people? and then,
would he mournfully relate how from fear of Saul, at Nob, he lied to
Ahimelech, and thereby caused the slaughter of the priests of God. And
he would speak of the Cave of Adullam, and that \fhen his brethren
and his father's house heard of it, they went thither to him, and that
everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and every
one who was discontented, gathered themselves to him, and he became a
captain over them.
Surely, here was David a glorious type of the Lord Jesus Christ. Secure
in the Cave of Adullam, his brethen and all his father's house with him,
and the distressed, and the discontented, and the debtors resting on him for
help, and depending on him for deliverance. And David would tell of
his failings, too, and of his many and grievous sins, not that he \fould
gloat over the remembrance of his iniquities, not that he \fould glory in
his shame; but," to the praise of the glory" of restoring grace, he \fould
tell of all his rebellings against God. Never \fould he forget to tell hOl\""
he destroyed the purity of Uriah's wife, and, to conceal his guilt, murdered
the husband (who, at that very time, was fighting the battles of his king),
and how his conscience became seared, and that with adultery and murder
on his soul, he felt no remorse till N athan's parable brought home to him
his guilt.
Yell, he would tell how, in mercy, God sent Nathan to convince him of
his sins, and to speak anew of pardon to his soul-m~rcy and forgiveness,
yet mixed with jUdgment-spoken to the king, to the man after God's
own heart, "The sword shall never depart from thy house." And oh,
how awfully those words were verified! His daughter dishonoured by
her own brother, and that brother destroyed by a brother. The son
rising in rebellion and seeking the father's life, that he might reign in
his stead! His feelings might not allow him to speak of it, but his
hearers would remember the sad history of that trying day, when all the
country wept with a loud voice, as the king passed over the brook Kidron,
and "the people with him, toward the way of the wilderness." This
scene would never fade from the vision of the people. They would
remember how he toiled up the ascent of Mount Olivet, and wept as he
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went np, and had his head covered: and then they would tell of the
loving sympathy of. those who were with him; how that "every man
covered- his head, and went up, weeping as they went up." David, perhaps, might not speak of this: he could tell how God delivered him from
the lion and the bear, from the Philistine and from the hand of Saul;
but how God turned the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness, how
Absolom "IV as defeated and slain, and how the people again returned to
their allegiance-he would say little upon these points. But he would
ten how Satan worked upon the pride of his heart, as to induce him to
number the.people; and how, at that time, through his and their forg'etfulness of God's law, the plague broke out amongst them; and when he
spoke of the atonement which was not paid (Exod. xxx. .12-15), and
of the half-shekels which were not given, he would be led to speak of
the atonement which would be made in the latter days, when the Lord
would no longer desire sacrifice and offering; when a burnt offering and
a sin offering would be no longer needed: but when the "God-man,"
having come upon earth (as "in the volume of the book it had been
written" of Him), should have accomplished the will of His Father,
should have proved Rimself to be THE "One of a thousand," should have
made an atonement for the" many;" and, as the Father looked upon
this soul, and upon that soul, and upon the tlwusands of souls plucked
from the burning, should have' spoken the gracious words, "Deliver
them from going down to the pit, I have found the ransom." And then
the man after God's own heart would speak of times of spiritual darkness
and sorrow, when "the candle of the Lord shone [not] about him,"
when" the waves passed over his head "-the face of God hidden. And
he wa-s troubled at such time; sometimes roaring like" a wild bull in a
net," and soon again "waiting patiently for the Lord, till He inclined
unt<J him, and heard his voice;" and then he would tell how he was
"brought up out of the horrible pit, and out of the miry clay," and how
sovereign grace set his feet upon the rock, established his goings, and
put into his mouth a new song of praise unto his God. Says David,
" Oome and hear, all ye that fear God;" and those who heard him would
remember, and rejoice in the remembrance, of those precious results of
God's grace and goodness. And, as he drew near to the close of his life,
they would hear him say, "Although my house be not so with God " though troubles and family sorrows have grievously affiiCted me-" yet
hath He made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and
sure: for this is all my salvation and all my desire." Yes, David could
look to the covenant faithfulness of God, and feel that it was all his salvation and all his desi1'e, and that "though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him." And David's God is the same now; ages have not changed His
nature or His name; The God of David is the God of David's seed, the
God of the spiritual, as He was of the literal, Israel. And should not the
people of God do now even as David did? May they not say, "Oome
and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He hath done for
my soul?" Ah! those are blessed words, "what He hatl! done for my soul."
Not wl;1.at I have done for Him; not the glory which I have procured for
Him, but" what HE hath done for MY soul." "I was dead in trespasses
and sins, and HE quickened me ! He fed my soul, and nourished it unto
eternal life ! I wandered from Him, and He sought me, and brought me
back! I would have yielded to temptation, and HE withheld me! Indwelling sin would have prevailed against me, but HE kept it in subjection!
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Not only in grace, but in providence, He has cared for me! Often, when
encompassed with doubts and fears, I have said, 'I shall one day perish
by the hand of Saul;' and then the word has come home with power to
my heart, 'I will never leave thee, I will never forsake thee.' "
The time is very near when the people of God will no longer be
suffered to rest on their lees, and it behoves them now, when they meet
together, sometimes, to put from them the cares, the business, and the callings of the world, and in the anticipation of the troubles which are coming
upon the earth, to cheer and encourage the hearts of each other with the
blessed rehearsal of what the Lord hath done for their souls; and that,
having ,. begun the good work," He will "continue it unto the great day
of the coming of the Lord Jesus Ohrist."
J. F. P.
Kennett.
LINES ON 2 CHRON. VI. 32.
THE stranger and the fatherless,
But here comes in " the stranger's"
And those who "wept apatt," .
plea,
Were such as Jesus looked upon,
" What ground have I to dare
And touched His tender hel1rt.
To tread that T.emple, or to hope
I've any portion there?"
And He, in ages gone, the same
That
one who says, "I'm not a child,
As when on earth He was;
I'm notbing but a stranger;
" In the beginning" He was there,
My former home, now far away,
With God, the Great First Cause.
And in the band of danger.
And with Him too, the Spirit there,
"
I've
left i for a better home,
Who moved upon the chaos,
A better father too,
And joined in counsel to create
If haply I may some day find
A paradise for us.
A dwelling among yo~£.
But who shall tell tbe bistory,
'" A far-off country,' 'for Thy sake,'
How man tbat Eden lost;
I've left its every charm,
Or how a better was obtained?
'To trust beneath Thy mighty wings
Still less, tell what it cost?
And 'Thy outstretched arm.' "
It cost that holy precious blood
This was the prayer Thy servan knew
Which flowed at Calvary,
Was in the stranger's heart;
To be our ransom from the fall,
And so Thou gav'st Thy sen-ant grace
And Satan's slavery.
"To act the kinsman's part."
Oh,
stranger, see how kind thy God !
And on tbrough ages from the fall,
"He dealeth wondrously;"
He brought His ransomed tbrougb;
Before tbou breathst a word to Him,
In types and shadows. might be seen
He intercedes for thee.
Himself, and favoured few.
Stranger, where art thou, read thou
In a Ion 0' track His steps are seen
this!
Throu'gh Israel's bistory,
Be comforted, and come,
Unfolding cov~nant purposes,
Tread in tbe "footsteps uf the flock,"
In bles.ed mystery.
And thou shalt share their bome.
Yea, on and on, till time at length
" All we, like sheep, have gone astray,'
Witnessed tbe temple reared,
And once were strangrrs too,
Symbolic, gloriou.s, manifold.
Until He made us hear His voice,
Of truths, to samts .endeared.
As sheep tbeir shepherd do.
Ah, then, no longer satisfied,
But now the p~"ayer we dwell upon
Till, His loved fold within,
Of Solomon the great,
We bleated, till we were assw'ed
In which each member of the Lord,
That He had shut us in.
In measure, can partake.
A. E.
Leamington.
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OAUGHTIN A TRAP.
THE following fact was communicated by a personal friend of the indi.
vidual whose brief history has been often repeated in the mournful life
and cloudy death of those who have similarly erred.
A newly-married couple left England for India to join a regiment,
stationed at P--. The lady prior to her marriage was well known as
a high professor of religion. United to much knowledge of the way
of salvation, she had been foremost in every good word and work, in
and beyond her own locality. Her husband wooed and won her, approving
of all she said and did. This was the amount of his religion j but she fell
into the snare that thousands have been caught by, whose religion has
thereby been manifested only as a dead profession; and thousands also of
God's living children who have gone mourning all their days by reason of
this one fatal step-an unsanctified marriage.
No sooner had the-lady been introduced into the society which is
peculiar to life in India, than she dropped her profession of religion
altogether, and, instead of proving the wonderful blessing to her husband
which her friends predicted and she promised herself before marriage,
she became his zealous partner in all the frivolities of a worldly life.
Towards the close of the second year she suddenly fell into deep dej ection of mind. The prospect of becoming a mother afforded her no interest.
She frequented various scenes of amusement without pleasure. Friends
in vain rallied round her, and the affection of her husband was unheeded.
Her new-born babe was beheld without emotion, and her only remark
was, "I shall die on the ninth day." There was not the slightest ground
for this prediction, every day gavo fresh proof of a rapid recovery; but
her gloomy and continued cry was, "I shall die on the ninth day." She
occasionally alluded to the future, and declared there was neither hope
nor mercy for her. On the ninth day, a friend who had tenderly nursed
her, sat by her couch as she slept. Awaking after the clock had struck
twelve, the friend said, " We may congratulate ourselves now that the
dreaded day is over." "Ab," she replied, "you cannot deceive me; I shall
die on the ninth day," and, falling back on her pillow, she was a corpse.
God's saints have many snares spread for them by Satan, and no wrong
step in life is productive of greater misery than an unsanctified marriage.
The disunion that necessarily arises when conversion takes place on one
side after marriage is a sore trial to a child of God, but nothing like so
bitter as the self-accusation and condemnation felt when the veil falls,
and discovers to the wilful and wandering child the life-long results of
an ungodly marriage. The hope encouraged through natural affection,
that spiritual power would be communicated, and that God by the union
would bestow spiritual blessing, has deluded many to form ties that they
have bitterly repented. Who in their own circle, however small, but has
witnessed the countless sorrows of an ill-assorted union, the strife, reserve,
mistrust on one or both sides j the deceit, worldliness, and ungodliness
reproduced in, the children? It is a sore never healed, unless grace lays hold
of the heart; and too often it is the imitation, but not the reality, when
a profession of godliness is taken up. This, though a pleasant change
from persecution and opposition, has still its snares. We recognize the
devil dressed in black, but, when dressed in white, he deceives the elect;
and, when knowledge fills the head, but there is no life in the soul, such
an one proves a dangerous companion for a child of God.
E
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In the book of the prophet Haggai we read these words: "If one bear
holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or
pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? and the Priest
answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a
dead body touch any of these, shall it be tmclean ? and the Priests answered
and said, It shall be unclean." From these words we may gather this
Gospel lesson, that contact with holiness is unavailing for spiritual profit,
but contact with evil has a pernicious, and in some cases a fatal, influence.
" It shall be unclean."
The apostle counsels the children of God in these words, "Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers;" and, in the case of second
marriages, the apostle declares liberty, with this restriction, " Only in tile
Lord."
In Num. xxxvi. 6, we have these words, "Concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, let them marry to whom they think best; only to the family
of the tribe of their fathers shall they marry." The special purpose in
this law was· to keep the tribes distinct till Christ should come, according
to prophecy, out of the tribe of Judah, and from the family of David.
But in the literal, we trace the spiritual, and in this limitation with regard
to marriage, we can view by the light of the Gospel, God's mind with
regard to unsanctified unions. The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting towards His elect, and kinder counsel cannot be found from
Genesis to RevAlation, than that spoken to the Church of God by the Spirit
through the apostle Paul, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness? or what part hath he
that believeth with an infidel? Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and
I will receive you" (2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 17).
Multitudes of God's children have fallen into error on this point. Some
through lack of spiritual discernment, others wilfully blinded by Satan
and natural affection. But none of Christ's sheep shall perish, and covepant love secures" that all things work together for good to them who love
God, and are the called according to His purpose." Discipline!! and scourged
they must be, and brought low through affliction, oppression, and SOrrow;
life-long trouble may be their portion; but, however Wilful and wayward
they may have been, and however far they may have wandered from God,
they must be preserved, restored, and finally saved; and their testimony
concerning the way, when they re<tch the end, shall be, "They cried unto
the Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them out of their distresses."

Man, fallen and depraved by the act of our first parents, has ever
since been under the power and dominion of Satan, till through the atonement of Jesus Christ, he has been rescued.
Satan will be sure to straiten or hinder us in our opportunites if he can,
and then to plead necessity for a dispensation. He also puts tricks upon
men, by putting us upon a service presently needful, with the prospect of
another, in which at that time we are not so concerned.
Satan aims to perplex and disquiet the spirit of a believer, in order to
:bring him into a spirit of discontent. He aims at the molesting of the
mind to disturb its motion towards God.
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THE OHUROH'S ORY.
MAKE haste, my Beloved, why tarry so long?
Oh, when shall mine eyes Thee behold?
My ears would fain catch the sweet jubilee song
Of the saints with their bright harps of gold.
Make ha-ste, my Beloved, my heart beats for Thee,
The darkness is thickening around;
Oh, let the day dawn, then the shadows will flee,
And praise shall for ever resound.
Make ha-ste, my Beloved, oh, speed Thee Thy way,
O'er the mountains of Bether appear;
Those hills that divide this dark night from the day,
Which shall shine through Thy presence so clear.
Make haste, my Beloved, the bride now awaits
Tby glorious appearing on high;
We lift up our heads to heaven's pearly gates,
For the day of redemption draws nigh.
Make haste, my Beloved, mute creation still groans
And travails in pain until now ;
In earnest expectance earth languishing moans,
The land in afiliction doth bow.
Make haste, my Beloved, the captive yet sighs
For deliverance from sin's galling chain,
While louder and louder the sufferer cries
For relief from his anguish and pain.
Make haste, my Beloved, the time draweth near,
When, from sin and from sorrow set free,
Thy ransomed ones, who to Thy heart are so dear,
Will reign over all things with Thee.
Make haste, my Beloved, until that blest hour
Keep us nearer and nearer to Thee;
For tempests arise, and clouds darkly lour,
While failing hearts round us we see.
Make haste, my Beloved, though Thy advent to some
May be through the angel of death,
And ere yet foretold tribulation s,hall come
They will have to resign their frail breath.
Make haste, my Beloved, the way matters not
That conveys us to Canaan's glad shore,
Since Thy blest example has marked out our lot
Through the path Thou didst travel before.
Make haste, my Beloved, Thou hast fought the good fight,
Brought into subjection all powers;
Hast vanquisbed the foe by the strellgth of Thy might:
The battle was Thine, the victory ours.
Make haste, my Beloved, we are longing to sing
The new song of " Worthy the Lamb,"
To strike up our harps to Immanuel our King,
And praise and adore His dear name.
ManchesteT.
A LITTLE ONE.
E
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THE PRESENOE OF THE LORD.
SHORT EXTRACTS !"ROM TWO SERMONS PREACHED IN GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, ON
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD, 1868. J. JAY, PASTOR.

" When thou passed through the waters, I will be with thee: ana through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou wallcest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."-IsALUr
xliii. 2.
WE will, in dependence on the Spirit's help, endeavour at once to go into
our subject of this day, by'dividing it as follows : I. The people that are addressed, "When thou passest."
Il. The ordained pathway, "Through the waters," &c.
Ill. The presence promised, "I will be with thee."
IV. The preservation sure, "They shall not overflow," &c.
V. The mind and will of God therein revealed.
I. "When thou passest," g.c.-Let us see by the context to whom does this
refer. We feel it, brethren, laid upon our conscience increasingly to be
discriminating in our ministry, for we see clearly that those that are void
of grace will love to hear these promises made as if to them; but we
would not for the world be the means of deceiving them, for it would
only end in a delusion. May we have grace, therefore, to be faithful,
and to seek in God's word for the characters to whom this glorious
promise is made. We have only to go to the verse preceding our text to
find ·that it is to J acob, and to Israel-Israel after the Spirit, the Israel
of God, even those who, "being of faith, are blessed with faithful Abraham." Jacob means a supplant!3r, to whom the promise was first made,
" In all places whither thou goest I am with thee i" but Israel, his new
name by grace, "For as a prince hast thou had power with God, and
prevailed." In order to trace those who are the worm-Jacobs, and the
Lord's Israels, let us look into the context, "But now, thus saith the
Lord that created thee, 0 J acob "- mark the word creation! Man is so
ruined by the fall, that a little mending will not do, a new c-reat'ion is
needed: "If any man be in Ohrist Jesus, he is a new creature;" "for Ire
are His workmanship, created in Ohrist Jesus" (Eph. ii. 10): thus all
aTe IDai:le 'l:D.\'() ()1lE> ID()\l\i:l, \',ve1l \fie 'L\)Ti:\ ~etl\ltl E1.IDtle\1. \

.hl> \'\.1l. 'i'ilm>b:'d-

tion, see in a pottery all the vessels are made after a particular fashion
or model. "And He that formed thee, 0 Israel." There is a distinction
between creation and formation, that is to say, after being created the
new-horn soul needs to pass under the forming hand of God: thus it is
again said (vel'. 7), "For I have createa him for my glory, I have fonned
him;" and the formation is within (1 Pet. iii. 3), for outwardly the
children of God differ not in appearance from others, except so far as by
grace they are enabled to adorn the doctrine of God theu' Saviour in all
things (vel'. 21); "This people have I formed for myself i they shall shew
forth my praise," in harmony with that passage (Rom. viii. 29), "predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brethren." And, if there be an affliction
common to the Israel of God, it is that they bear so little conformity to
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the image of God's dear Son; they desire to shew forth His praise, more
than they do, by a life of faith and love, and by a walk becoming godliness; they often weep in secret that they do not bear more fruit to the
glory of God.
"Fear not; fQ?' I have redeemed thee."-Another mark of God's Israel is,
that they are a redeemed people, not with silver and gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, in whom they have redemption through His
blood, even the forgiveness of their sins-redeemed from all the curses of
the fall, from sin and from death, spiritual and eternal; and all of free,
sovereign, and unmerited mercy! 0 my friends, did you have any hand
in your natural birth? or in your spiritual one, if born again? "Of His
own will begat He us, by the word of God "-not after the will of man,
or of the flesh, but of God!
"I have called thee~by thy name; thou (wt mine."-Here is a further blessed·
ness--they are owned of God! Cau any language convey what it is to
be owned of God? (Psalm cxlvi. 5-10). "All mine are thine, and thine
are mine, and I am glorified in them;" and in the heart of these
redeemed ones there is an echo, for, when the Lord is pleased, by a blessed
pouring in of His grace into the soul, to whisper, "Thou art mine,"
there is a sweet re-echo of the new-born soul, "My Beloved is mine!"
o my friends, it is worth worlds to be able to lay claim to Jesus as
ours, both now, and much more in a dying hour, when everything that
is earthly is fleeing away-we mean, to say it ft'om the heart-from the
witness of the Holy Spirit within, testifying to our hearts that we are
born of God. It is easy to say anything with the lips, but God's Israel
cannot be contented with that; they must have the blessing in the heart,
so that out of the abundance therein the mouth may speak.
n. The ordained pathway-through the waters, the t'ivers, the fire, and
the flame.-These are expressions used in Scripture to denote both. what is
very blessed, and also what is very bitter. Although it is evident that our
text refers to the latter, still we will, in passing, just remark on the former,
viz., the blessedness-waters, "the water of life," the blessings of salvation, that bring health and cure =to the nations, breaking out into the
desert. Ezekiel saw this river in vision, bringing life to all that it
reached. Yes, dear friends, yom souls too it will make living, if it reaches
your hearts, according to the degree of its depth, at first only ankle-deep
-although shallow, still very blessed-but afterwards reaching to the
knees, and then the loins, ending with its consummation in glory, with a
blessed and eternal swimming therein! And we are told to sow beside
all waters [do not forget prayer-meetings is one of them]: "Cast thy
bread upon the waters "-the dear children you cannot bring too soon to
the waters, remembering always that the Lord's presence can alone cause
them to become a blessing; of what use can the present ordinance, or
any other, be to you, unless the Lord be there? But, as we.said before,
we believe the meaning of our text to be waters of affliction, such as
David found to be deep waters, entering the soul; and, lastly, the t'iver
of death, through which it is appointed unto men to pass, may well be
taken as one view of the text.
" When thou walkest thrO?tgh tlw fir·e."-Fire! There is the fire of the love
of God, which many waters cannot quench; but in our text fire, as well
as water, is used to denote trying, afflictive, painful dispensations, manifold temptations and persecutions, through which all must pass that are
owned of God, that is more or less (indeed, the martyrs had to pass
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through material £re). Yes, for a longer or shorter time, one way or
another, tribulations all the children of God must endure; for" through
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." "These are they that came
out of great tribulation;" it is, therefore, clear to demonstration that
(with the exception, more or less, of sonie intervals of breathing-time) the
path of tribulation is the ordained pathway of every child of Godexemption none can boast (see Heb. xii. 8). Since such glorious promises
are given in connexion with these affiictive dispensations, would not any
one be disposed to think that the people to whom these grand promises
are made, wuuld never be subject to any fears? Yet it is not so, for it is
a well-known fact, in our daily experience, and fully confirmed by the
word of God, that all the Lord's people are subject to many fears, and
that is why so many" fear nots" shine as diamonds throughout the
blessed book of God. "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of
Israel " [the margin reads, "few men," and it is but a remnant still,
even in our day J. Abraham, the father of the faithful, needed a fear not
-" Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward." Again, Moses and Gideon, Daniel too; dear friends, it "Would
be.an instructive, and I trust pro£table, employment, for yourselves, and
the elder Sunday scholars, to trace out in the word of God the various
"fear nots" that the Lord has been graciously pleased to give, for the
encouragement of the worms-Jacob, and strength of the faith of the
Israel of God.
Ill. The promise given-" I will be with thee."-This is the sum and
substance of every promise in the word of God. And who is this glorious
Speaker? We believe that it is a Triune God that gives the promise, for
such is the Unity of the Godhead, that whatsoever the Father says and
does, that also the Son says and does, and so also the Holy Ghost; but,
in a special manner, we seem to hear Jesus speaking; for in the context
He declares Himself" thy Saviour!" and again, "Fear not, thou worm
J acob," &c. "I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel" (Isa. xli. 14). And now, 0 ye tried, or to-be tried
children of God, although you may have as much as you can bear, and
often fear it will be more, yet remember this promise, "I -will be with
thee," embraces every other promise; for, "if God be for us, who can be
against us ?" The presence of the Lord is the great secret of all preservation, and, therefore, has ever been so highly valued, and earnestly
sought, by the people of God, collectively and individually. "If Thy
presence go not with us, carry us not up hence," cried Moses. Y 88, the
greatest trouble a child of God can have is, lest he should be left to
himself: he is constantly breathing out desires such as these" I can do all things, and can bear
All suffering, if my Lord be there."
Remember, dear friends, that in order to realize and enjoy the presence
of your Lord, you will have to walk in a very narrow path indeed-separate from all that is sinful or self-indulgent, for His presence is a very
separating one. You cannot indulge in ease or carnal security, or any
false way, and enjoy His presence at the same time. And now we proceed to view. TV. The certain preservation secured by the Lord's presence with His
own. Mark the expressive language of our text! " They [the waters]
".shall not overflow thee; ,and when thou walkest tlu'ough the £re, thou
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shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." "Therefore" (saith the Holy Ghost again in another place) " there has no temptation befallen you, but such as is common unto man" (the new-created man);
"but God iSfaitJiful, "ho will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able, but will with the temptation make a way for you to escape."
o thou worm J acob, tremble then no more to pass through these waters,
and this river; nor to walk through the fire and flame, for thy God will
be with thee, and thou shalt enjoy His presence more there than thou
didst when all went smoothly with thee; for earthly prosperity and comfort often bring on (as Luther found it when he prayed that he might not
have his portion in this world) more or less of leanness in the soul; whilst,
on the other hand, the history of the Church, as well as of individuals,
shines generally the brightest when under most tribulation. Now,' you
must not imagine that in the waters and the fire you will always realise
the sensible presence of Jesus. No! but you are warranted to substantiate it by faith; for in this, as everything else, the true Christian has to
"walk by faith, and not by sight" (trust the promise when he has no
enjoyment of it). There is much of sovereignty witnessed in these
matters, for some enjoy much of their Lord's presence, and others have
to go through much darkness j but in every case the promise holds good,
that thou shalt be delivered from the injurious effect of trials and afliictions; for the waters shall not overflow, the fire shall not burn (this was
literally fulfilled in the case of the three youths cast into the fire), nor
shall the flame kindle upon' thee; but thou shalt derive spiritual profit,
for tribulation worketh patience, &c. (see Rom. v. 3; Psalm cxix. 6771; James i. 2-4). Many, when deeply tried, say to us" "I have as
much as I can bear, and am now supported; but I fear, if the afliietion
should last longer, or increase, I should not then be able to bear it."
o beloved, ca t your fears to the wind, and give your confidence to your
Saviour; for be sure that Jesus will either take away part of the burden,
if not remove it entirely, or He will pour in more grace, which shall be
sufficient for you. So that the Ohristian can sing" Let me but hear my Saviour say,
Strength shall be equal to thy day;
Then 1'11 rejoice in deep distress,
Leaning on all.sufficient grace."
WATTS.
V. The mind and will of God revealed in all this. One end of all this
a:fflictive dispensation is, that the Lord may have an opportunity of mani• festing Himself as the help of Ris people. See the cloud of witnesses!
Abraham in mount Moriah, had an opportunity that he would not otherwise have enjoyed of knowing his God as Jehovah-jireh: nor again, the
children of Israe~ as J ehovah-rophi, &c. Daniel experienced that God
could shut the mouths of the lions when he was cast into their den.
Time would fail to give further examples, but just one to conclude with:
Paul, through being brought before N ero, and abandoned of even the
disciples, witnessed, "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me . . . . and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion"
(see 2 Tim. iv. 16-,-18; 2 Cor. i. 10)-for He graciously, and in infinite
wisdom, makes all things work together for their good who love Him!
Re has promised to be a wall of fire round about His people, and the
glory in their midst; and thus the Lord is present with them, to preserve
them even unto the end-not according to the false doctrine now so generally taught, that a man can be a child of God one day, and lost another
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-=-awful teaching, indeed! "Behold, 1 am with you alway,- even unto
the end of the world;" so that you shall not turn back again into the
world like Demas: therefore you, who have His presence, shall be " preserved unto His heavenly kingdom." This will not encourage light,
loose, careless, sinful, or vain walking, because by such you would indeed
lose His manifested presence, and have to cry with David, "Restore unto
me the joy of Thy salvation!"
Another end our covenant God has in view is, that we may be tried.
Although He knows what our principles are, yet He has decreed that
they shall b~ tried; "That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire" [Jesus
Himself sits as the Refiner, to see that only the dross be removed],
" might be found uuto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Ohrist." Thus they of old used to say that untried faith was no
faith at all, because a living faith they knew was sure to be tried. Again,
the Lord is pleased by afflictions and trials to keep or deliver His people
from that lukewarm state which His soul hates (see Rev. iii.); and again,
that He may lead them about, deepen their experience, and teach them
to prize His, preserving hand, which secures that their shoes shall be iron
and brass, and as their days so their strength shall be. And, once more,
by sanctifying all these crosses, losses, trials, bereavements, &c., to wean
them from this vain world-for a sanctified use of affliction does this in a
marvellous manner, causing the soul to say, " 0 that I had wings like a
dove! then would I flee away, and be at rest."
Before closing, one word to objectors, who perhaps are now saying
within themselves, "You represent religion as a very melancholy thing;
we thought it was life and peace." So it is ! " We thought that all her
ways were ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace." So they are;
but to be faithful, I must add-all this in connexion with "waters,
rivers, fires, and flames," according to the word of God. And now,
another word to seekers. Do you wish to be preserved, upheld, and to
have a peaceful, if not triumphant, entrance into heaven? Seek daily
the presence of God, to keep you from all evil, and enlarge your coast.
Finally, brethren, as a tribute of praise to our God, for His preserving
hand with us as a Church, still kept faithful to the truth (by His gI'ace
alone), we would raise this Ebenezer for our forty-ninth anniver8ary.
May the Lord be with us all now and evermore. Amen.

OUTLINES OF A SERMON,
BY THE REV. 1. A. WALLU!GER, llRIGliTON.
It

:For we know tJwt 1/ our eartlzly !louse of tMs tabernacle ttel'e dissolved, we
!lave a building of God, an house not made with !lands, demal1'n tlte !leavens.
For in tMs we groan, earnestly des1'1'ing to be clothed upon unlit our !101/,.se
which is from heaven: 1/ sO be that being clothed we shall not be found naked."

OaR. v. t-3.
was a blessed persuasion and frame of mind in which the apostle
was at the time he recorded this sentence. May it be according to the
will of' God in considering it this day to bring many to the same mind.
" For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building." Now in entering upon this subject, for the sake of
order, I desire to set before you the apostle's words in four particulars~2
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I. We have a comparison, or parallel, instituted between an earthly
and a heavenly state.
H. We have the apostle's experience as to his interest and access into
this heavenly state.
HI. We have his condition while upon earth: a groaning, longing,
and desiring state.
Lastly. We have the proviso which he puts in, and which forms a sort
of way-mark-if 80 be. And how important is it; for all turns on this if
80 be.
Now we consider,
I. The comparison: "We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens." Here we have the earthly and heavenly
habitation, the body corrupt and the body incorrupt, the body mortal and
the body immortal. We will notice first the corrupt body, and see how
the apostle speaks of it. The saint's body, his own, yours, mine, he calls
an earthly house. Made of earth it was at first: "Dust thou art." He
calls it earthly, because perishable, movable. Every earthly thing shall
be done away, that heaven may be all in all. But it is also called" an
earthly house of this tabernacle," or of a tabernacle character. And this
is a blessed thought, for a tabernacle means a tent, something of a temporary nature. So, if you have for your soul a habitation that is incident
to sickness, pain, suffering, affiiction, temptation, groaning, sweet it is to
think it is only temporary, it cannot last very long. The house you inhabit
is but a tent; and what shall follow? Why, I hope some of you know,
and by faith have had a little glimpse of. This body of ours is in some
respects like our Lord's body, for the same wore1 is made use of in the
original. It is said, "He tabernacled in the flesh." Like Israel of old
in the "Wilderness, they dwelt in tents or tabernacles, because they were
on their way to the promised land; so Israel now. "Here we have no
continuing city, but we seek one to come." We have no home here, but
one above, "whose Builder and Maker is God."
Now all those who tabernacle in the Wilderness, finding and feeling it
such, shall be kept to the end, more than conquerers, brought through
and out of alL And for this result brought He them out, "that He might
bring them in." He had never taught them to cry for deliverance if
deliverance had not been in His purpose. This is great comfort for the
saints, and God's servants are charged to comfort His people thereby"Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." Those who have
a standing in grace here below, shall assuredly have a standing in glory
above. But some object. They say, "Our Lord's body was a tabernacle,
which means a temporary habitation, but is He not in the body now?
therefore not a tabernacle, because it abides and remains. Christ's body
is now a heavenly body, a glorified body. He took human nature for a
time, but, when He rose He rose, as you and I shall, with a glorified body,
a spiritual body; which is a contradiction to reason. Spiritual matter we
can have no conception of, therefore past all conjecture, but which we
receive by faith, because God has said it. But another thought. When
Jesus came into this world, He came to suffer-and, oh, what suffering 1amidst wicked men and the temptations of Satan. What didHe not endure?
But it was only for a time. "He is now set down at the right hand of
God, where there are pleasures for evermore." And to His saints here
below He says, "My happiness shall be your happiness in yet a little
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while;" and He has given some of you a good hope through grace of
being happy with Him for ever.
But of this earthly house. It contains the seeds, not of destruction or
.annihilation, but of' dissolution. The connexion between body and soul
shall be dissolved, but neither of them destroyed. It is a loosening of
the soul's clog, a separation from that grievous burden, a body of sin
and death, a corruptible body. This union now existing is to be dissolved;
"things are to return to their original state, earth to earth; the body to
return to its primitive condition, mix with dust, and the spirit return to
God, who gave it.
Now let "US consider the other side of the subject. The soul is called a
house, also a dwelling-place formed by God. The apostle calls the final
felicity of the saints a house. "We have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." And this the saints "ill
inhabit before they get their glorified bodies. Now observe of this state,
it is called heavenly, the other is earthly; this is eternal, the other is
temporary. This they "enter upon as soon as the saints leave the body;
"absent from the body, present with the Lord." "In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I 'would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
"come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am there ye may
be also." All of which is expressive of the joy reserved for the saints
when they quit this mortal body. No soul-sleeping here, but immediate
introduction into the presence of the Lord when they leave this world.
(To be continued,)

ON THE DEATH OF AN AGED PILGRIM.
AGED saint, who long didst bear
Earthly trial, sorro'C\', care,
To thy Father's house thou'rt come,
Safely reach'd thy heavenly home (John xiv, 2, 3).
Long hast than life's pathway trod,
Trusting in a faithful God;
In His promise made to thee,
" As thy days, thy strength shall be" (Deut. xxxiii. 2-5).
When in nature's darkness, He
Gave the word, "Light let there be,"
Darkness fled before that word,
Nature knew and own'd her Lord (Isa. xlii. 16).
Though thou l'11ew'st it not, yet He (Isa. xlv. 5)
Loved thee from eternity (Jer. xxi. 3),
Conquered death, the cross, the grave;
Gave His life, thy soul to save (John x. 15);
Made thee, " Abba, Father," cry;
Fill'd thy heart with faith and joy;
Bid thee from thyself look up (Isa. xlv. 22).
To the God of Jacob's hope (Isa. xliii, 1).
Israel's God, thy Guide and Guard,
" Thy exceeding great Reward,"
He thy journey with thee trod,
" Saying, "Fear not; I am God" (Isa. xliii. 1, 3),
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" God, thy God; be not dismayed (Psalm 1. 7; Isa. xliii. 5),
I am with thee for thine aid;
And though heaven and earth should shake,
I my sheep will ne'er forsake (Isa. liv. 10).
"In deep waters thou must go;
But the floods shall not (i'm'flow :
Thou, when out those depths, shalt see
What the Lord hath done for thee (Psalm cxx;vi. 3).
" Fiery trial thou must bear,
But thy God will still be near;
'Through the fire, through the flood,
He'll ne'er bring thee but for good" (Heb. xii. 11).
Oft though doubts and fears assailed,
Has the promise ever failed (Jos. xxi. 45; Psa. lxxvii. 8)?
Hast thou not had cause to say,
Strength was equal to thy day?
Through the floods, when thou didst pass,
Were thy shoes not iron and brass (Dent. xxxiii. 25) ?
Yea; thy God, in calm or storm,
Is a God that doth perform (Isa. lvii. 12, 18).
.
To its home beyond the skies,
As a dove, thy spirit flies;
There to drink its fill of love,
In that brighter world above.
By degrees, e'en one by one,
Nigh all earthly ties had gone;
Then the cord that tethered thee
Snapped, and set thy spirit free.
RICHARDA.

THE OPENING YEAR.
IN the days of "Moses, the man of God," we find God's servant indulging in this reflection, "We bring our years to an end as a tale that is
told." This fact remains the same, and will remain until that glorious
period shall arrive, when" there shall be no more night," and then there
will no longer be divisions of time or ending of years. Let us, for a few
moments, occupy our thoughts in calling to mind some of the goodness
of the Lord, which is revealed to us in these seasons as they pass.
The prophet frequently exhorts us to "consider" our ways; and a
good man has said, "count up your mercies," and here, in truth, is
employment, suitable and graceful, honourable and profitable, not merely
for the opening hour of the year, but for all its fleeting hours.
If we are engaged in looking back on the months that are past, as they
gradually recede from our view, what wondrous scenes do we behold, if
we see them in God's light, in the light of heaven, with the light of
eternity shining on them. The loving-kindness of our God-the forbearance displayed towards us-our own shortcomings-our wanderings-our
rebellion and vileness-our coldness, or lukewarmness, in His cause-our
comparative deadness to spiritual things-our eagerness after whatever
has appeared likely to increase our present comfort and ease';-these stand
out in strong contrast, and cause the believer, while contemplating his
eternal security in Ohrist Jesus, feelingly to lament his own unworthiness,
as one so greatly favoured and so highly privileged.
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I am of opinion that the glory of our God will be best served, by
our thankfulness for all the changes in ourselves, in our circumstances,
our families, or our country; being assured that however adverse any of
these may appear, they are among those "all things" which" work together for good to them that love God."
.
They may be good lessons from the past, to guide us in the future.
They may be intended to act as reminders, or admonitions, not to trust
in an arm of flesh; nor to give to anything God's place in our hearts;
nor to leave to the future what we can do at the present; nor to
labour to accomplish any end for which wo cannot pray, or have not
devoutly prayed; or not to pray for any apparently desirable end or
blessing, for whieh we are not prepared to" strive lawfully" in the use
of all the appointed means.
Let us seek thus, thankfully, to get all the good we can from the
remembrance of the year past, while we "gird up the loins of our
minds," and buckle on our armour to run the Christian race, and" fight
the good fight of faith," throughout the coming year. I can quite
understand how the times in which their lot is cast have alwa,s
appeared the most momentous to those who have watched their ,ari~d
aspects, but I am quite prepared to indorse the sentiment that these are
days most remarkable in their character.
The year that has just passed away will have left its mark on the pages
of our_ history as a nation, a professedly Christian nation, in a variety of
ways, and in nothing more than in the fact that there has been much real
earnest prayer to Him by whom "kings reign, and princes decree justice;"
and, if I am not mistaken, many manifest answers to prayer. To me it
appears that men m:e being compelled to show their colours, and, though
the ranks of those who refuse to submit to the plain declarations of God's
holy word may be swelled-and the army of the rationalists may be
recruited by men who are considered giants in the literary world-deep
thinkers, or profound reasoners-one David may, by the blessing of God,
scatter the whole host.
I have been perfectly astonished by the revelations made in Mr. Grant's
recent publication, and some of the correspondence arising out of that
publication, and I for one thank Mr. G. for thus throwing light on the
growing conspiracy among the professed friends of true Christianity, to
ignore such parts of God's holy "ord as seem to them irreconcilable llith
what they consider God ought to be, and thus, in fact, bring Him and
.His purposes to the bar of human wisdom and prudence.
"Let God be true, and every man a liai'," is the language of inspiration,
and, whether palatable or nauseous, the declarations of God's word to
"the natural man," yet the" spiritual man" bows with humility before
the throne, and is satisfied with the declaration, "What thou knowest not
now, thou shalt know hereafter."
I have just met with a few words I penned twenty years since: they are
as applicable now as then; and with them I will close my observations
for the present.
" We stand with anothel' gate opening before us inviting us to enter on
another unseen course. The motto over the gate of the new year is HOPE,
the mode of entrance is TRUST, the guide promised is :LoVE. Who then
fears to enter?
.
.
j'Brqught safely by His· hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear P"

-1-
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No; assuredly! let each say, 'I will trust, and not be afraid.' Imagination will depict many a gloomy scene, that will never be beheld-distrust
will talk of' many a severe fall and trial, which will never be realized,'
blind unbelief is Sure to err; but look at everything you meet with in the
light of God's word, and you shall find, 'all i8 well.' "
ALFRED HEWLETT,

lassing

<!tbtnts.-~

4lltontgIu

D.D.

~ott.

"Can ye not disoern the signs of the times? "-MA.l'T. xvi. 3.

THE result of the general election has been very-favourable to -the Liberal
cause. The Oonservative Ministry has resigned, and Mr. Gladstone has
assumed the reins of government with a nominal majority of 114. It is
to be hoped that having now attained to the object of his ambition, he will
pause in his. hazardous career, and not sacrifice the best interests of the
country at the shrine of personal aggrandizement or party triumph. One
of his first actions, however, in his new course, inspires us with anything
but confidence; he has conferred the highest position in Ireland, next to
that of the Lord Lieutenant, upon a papist, and not merely upon a papist,
but upon one who is well known as an extreme Ultramontane, sitting at
the feet of Oardinal Oullen. No wonder that this appointment is said to
have excited a "great sensation." It is an insult to the loyal Irish Protestants; for, whilst there are several far abler men, both Protestants and
moderate Roman Oatholics, upon the Irish bench, who might justly have
expected to have been raised to this high position, Mr. O'Hagan has been
made Lorel Chancellor, apparently for no other reason than that he is well
known to be an extreme bigot, and an ardent devotee of Rome. An Irish
paper observes that this "is the marked recognition of a secret and
exciting sacerdotal influence as the dispenser of the great prizes of
Ireland. Lord Ohancellor O'Hagan, then, is the outward and visible sign
of an ominous betrothal-the union of the pripciple of English Government with the dogmatic ambition and monastic ardour of Rome."
Serious outbreaks have occurred in Spain, but they have been checked
with considerable vigour and wisdom by the Provisional Government.
We are glad to hear that the religious freed-om, which has resulted from
the Revolution, has brought to light a very interesting fact, viz., that a
considerable number of native Protestants exist there in spite of the intolerance and persecution which have hitherto impeded their progress. This,
it seems, is owing in great measure to the labours of the late Rev. Juan
C!tlderon, a Spaniard by birth, but a clergyman of the Church of England.
For many years of his life, and until the day of his death, fourteen years
ago, he was the editor and only writer of a Protestant paper printed and
published in London in the Spanish language. This paper, the name of
which was twice c!J.anged for the greater safety of its readers, used to be
sent by various routes to Spain, generally reaching its destination, but
sometimes, unfortunately, seized and burned at the Custom House. Secret
meetings of converts took place, at which the Bible and edifying religious
books and papers were read. Its publication necessarily ceased at the
death of its sole author, but the gentlemen. who had helped to defray
the expenses incidental to it redoubled their efforts, and other periodicals
continued the work, and thus there are Protestants in Spain at this day.
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A dispute has arisen between Greece and Turkey which, it is to be
feared, will result in war. The ambassadors have been ordered to leave
Athens and Constantinople. We earnestly hope that, if war does ensue,
the Lord may be pleased graciously to prevent our own and other nations
becoming engaged in it. The Great Powers of Europe seem to be in a
condition very much like a quantity of tinder-a spark would set them
alight. May He who governs the nations long keep that spark away, if
it be His will.
The gales which are common at this season of the year, have been
renewed with mOTe than usual violence. A large number of shipwrecks
are reported, involving a .great loss of life. The account of one shipwreck, that of the Hibernia, is perhaps one of the most sad and touching
that we have ever read. Truly" they that go down to the sea in ships,
that do business in great waters, these see the works of the Lord, and
His wonders in the deep." How thankful should we be who have not to
encounter such perils, and how heartily should our sympathy be excited
at such a time for those who are at sea.
It seems almost as if it were a matter of necessity'that wherever the
white man settles down, there the native black population must become
gradually exterminated. War has again broken out in New Zealand,
and between the settlers and Indians in the interior of North America,
and it seems as if it must continue to do so until the native population in
.each place is destroyed. What a sad thing this is! The white man,
vastly superior in cultivation and intelligence, settles dO"llIl amongst a
multitude of poor savages, not to elevate, to help and bless them, but to
become their direst curse; he comes amongst them-often unintentionally
-as a fu'ebrand; he gradually becomes po sessed of their land; and
they, retiring as he advances, at last become completely exterminated.
Thus, e.g., we read in the newspapers that an American general has just
begun winter operations against the Indians by a " terrible blow;" with
a regiment of cavalry, we are told,he followed the trail of a notorious
Indian chief, and, after a desperate encounter, killed him and everyone
of his warriors. And then it is added, "There is little doubt that this
process will now be repeat-ed pretty frequently, and it is not at all unlikely that by the spring the' Indians of'the plains' \rill be reduced to a
few hundred harmless wanderers. In the winter the warriors are forced
to fix themselves in their villages; and in villages they may fai.rly be said
to be at the mercy of the troops." This seems to be a matter of necessity, but is it really so? MU8t the white man's advance be the black
man's doom? We do not think so. We fear that the former is verily
guilty, guilty of gl'oss injustice and want of consideration for his weaker
brother. If the former were to show the latter that he really had his
interest at heart, and were to endeavour earnestly to make him a partaker of the blessings which he enjoys, more especially the blessings of
the Gospel, we think that not even the appearance of a necessity would
arise for any .such cruel deeds, but that 'civilized and uncivilized would
live together in peace, mutually benefiting eaeh other.
The poor of London ought to be happy people. The world was startled
some three years ago, to hear of the splendid gift which had been
bestowed upon them by Mr. Peabody, of a quarter of a million of money;
but even if possible it must be more surprised to learn that he has supplemented that munificent gift by a further one of £100,000, which is to
'be expended for their benefit in a similar way to the former sum, viz., in
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providing them with cheap and comfortable dwellings. England indeed
owes a deep debt of gratitude to this no_ble and generous foreigner.
A correspondent of the Rock furnishes a ludicrous, and yet at the same
time a sad, illustration of the way in which the Papacy still endeavours
to delude its votaries with lying wonders. When travelling in Palestine,
he paid a visit to Bethlehem; there he says, he "saw, of course, 'the
manger;' also a crack in the roof of a cave, untLr the church, through
which an angel whispered to J oseph the command to go into Egypt;
also another cave, in which through a grating· some bones were dimly
seen-the 'bones of the innocents!' On returning to the upper air we
were shown in the sacristy, among other relics, one more curious (for
bones will keep a long time), viz., an innocent's tongue! reposing delicately on a cushion of white satin, very prettily embroidered with seed
pearls, under a glass case. To my heyeti6a1 eyes it looked very like the
tip of such a tongue as one often--sees'on a dinner table. But, as I had it
on the word of a monk and a priest that I was deceived, I had nothing
for it but-to hold my tongue. On a subsequent visit, in company with
a very lively English lady (a sad heretic, I fear), the same treasure was
exhibited. She, forgetting she was in a foreign land, where her best
course, if she wished not to be understood, was to speak her own
language, said to me in Italian-, 'Innocents' tongues must have been much
larger" in the ,day of Herod the king" than now.' The poor padre's
face showed plainly how well he understood what was meant only for me,
and he speedily locked up the treasure in its place of safety. Not long
afterwards I made a third visit with a fresh party, but the tongue was
not forthcoming. However, by dint of earnest inquiries, whether he had
not other valuables than those he had exhibited, the old monk at last
reluctantly brought it out. One of the party asked what it was. This
was the answer, 'It is the tongue of one of the mothers of the Innocents,
and it is very much swollen by crying!' SurelY this was a' lie in
hypocrisy,' and this is the genuine fund of Romanism.' "
There are now between two hundred and three hundred convents, male
and fem:;tle, in Great Britain, and everyone of them is closed to inspection,
even to the very highest authorities. The door of every baron's castle is
open to the law; the door of every citizen's dwelling is open to the law;
the door of every factory and workshop is open, that the law may enter,
and see to it, that no oppression or cruelty is done to anyone within. But,
when the law comes to the door of the convent, it finds it shut-bolted;
and bolted by edict of Parliament; and let the oppression, cruelty, and
crime which may be enacted within be what they may, law cannot enter
either to prevent or to punish it. Every cathedral, Dissenting meetinghouse, and Jewish synagogue in the kingdom is open, and the law can
enter any hour and satisfy itself that allis right. The door of the Popish
convent alone is closed. Well does a contemporary ask, " Are Englishmen
aware of this? Or, are they willing that an anomaly so unfair, so alien
to the whole spirit of the British Constitution, and which is creating
a new slavery on British soil, should be continued? We have been
spending our blood and treasure to put down slavery in distant lands.
We pride ourselves on the sacrifices we have made for this great object,
and certainly for such an object no sacrifice could be too great. We boast
of our love of liberty, and that the instant a slave touches our soil he is a
free man; and yet without lifting a finger, or uttering a protest, we have
permitted Parliament to set a hedge, through whic1;t law cannot pene-
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trate, around these two hundred institutions of the worst of all kinds of
slavery."
It is rumoured that the Pope has ventured still further to insult our
nation by diyiding Scotland into a number of dioceses, and appointing
over them .some more of his titular bishops; and from the names of the
bishops 1;>eipgmentioned in the papers, the rumour will, in all pro1?ability,
prove to ,b~ true. If so, this is another step in advance which Protestants
ought thoughtfully to notice.
======
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God had spoken words of promise to the people of Israel, and no
matter if the cloud remained stationary twenty years instead of a few
days, God had said, "I will take you into the land of Canaan," and this
ought to have been enough for them. Mark the impatience whieh these
people exhibited on this occasion. And there is here much practical
instruction to God's people. How often do you say, "I am as convinced as
that there is a God in heaven, that God will stand by His promises; He
'is' not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man that He should
repent.''' You say this, and you say well; but, then; what do you do?
You go upon your knees in the attitude of prayer, and by the light of
God's word, you ask for what you think you ought to ask for-that which
is for the Lord's glory and your own spiritual good, and that which He
stands engaged to give. All this is reasonable, and right, and scriptural.
But, then, you go a step further, and you are not satisfied to wait God's
time. You, like the people of Israel, want the Lord to go forth at your
bidding. He must do what you require now, and in the way you choose.
It is a great comfort to the Christian when he is enabled to say, I shall
ask the Lord for what I want; the more faith I exercise in His promises
the better, but I shall leave all in His hands. He will act as Sovereign
'in the matter.- W. H. Krause.-
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