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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulatiOll. that we may be able to comfort them which are in aD7
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

CAREFUL AND YET CARELESS.
" .And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jert£salem, not knowing
the things that shall befal me there: sa'ce that the Holy Ghost
witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.
But none qf these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my cou1'sewith joy, and the minist1'y,
which I have received qf the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the
grace qf God."-ACTs xx. 22-24.

in the opening portion of a new and untrodden year, we
believe that there are few of the dear children of God who are not
prepared to say, " Dehold, I go bound in the spirit, not knowing the
things that shall befal me." Pirst, they have the testimony of Scripture-the words of their loved and loving Master Himself, ". In the
world ye shall have tribulation." Secondly, they have the example
of the selfsame word, illustrative of the fact, that "it is through
much tribulation they must enter the kingdom." Thirdly, they
have their own personal experience in further confirmation. They
know, with respect to the past, that it has been a vale of tears indeed
through which they have travelled towards their Father's house
above.' Lastly, in proportion as they know their own hearts, they are
made to feel that trial and sorrow and perplexity are as needful for
the well-being of their souls, as food and raiment are necessary
for the nourishment and protection of their poor frail bodies. They
well know that the path of ease is a dangerous path; that it leads to
carnal security, of which Satan is ever ready to take advantage. For
the afore-mentioned reasons, therefore, the child of God is prepared
for the crook or the cross, the trial or temptation, as being an indispensable requisite for his future well-being.
Moreover, there is a certain satisfaction in this, what we calL
pr('paredness for the future. Trial, when it comes-and he will be
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sure to have it-will not so take him by surprise '; and, when trial
thus meets the subject of it in a state of reconciliation to it, a condition of soul has already been given, the which the affliction or trial
was intended ,of God instrumentally to produce. Hence, so'to speak,
both time 'and additional trouble nre saved. The Lord's loving
purpose is to bring His dear children to His footstool; and, if tllis
trial or that affliction does not suffice to effect such object, fmther
means must be adopted.
If we mistake not, some years ago we gave an illustration upon
this point from our own little life. Should the reader recollect it, he
will kindly, for the sake of others, bear with the repetition. Under
a severe bereavement, in which the poor fleshly heart was smitten to
the very core, we fancied ourselves standing as it were upon the edge
of a circle; directly opposite to the part on which we stood was a
little spot called "SUBMISSION." Thought we, "To that spot we
must come before we can be at peace or rest. If we travel round the
circle to the right hand or the left, both additional time and labour
will be involved; but, if by grace we are enabled to strike directly
across to the spot which we see before lIS, both. time and toil will Le
saved." By this simple figure we were, of the Lord's great mercy,
enabled so much the sooner to say, " It is the Lord; let Him do as
seemeth Him good.'"
Ah, reader, it is a blessed state to be brought to. Would that you
and ourselves knew more about it personally and experimentally.
We say, in our judgment," Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right?" At the same time, what contention and dissatisfaction there
is in our poor fallen flesh, at the very moment we know in our better
and brighter mind, "He doeth all things well;" and that nothing
ever has arisen or can arise to militate against or interfere with that
glorious truth, "We know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose."
Surely, dear reader, by this time we ought to have learnt a something; it is high time we had attained to some little knowledge, and
at least to a small measm'e of calm and holy dependence upon Him
in whose hands our times are: but, alas! alas! is it not as true of us
to-day-aye, if possible, more true than ever-" 0 fools, and slow
of heart to believe!"
It is a wonderful thing-but his very language confirms the truth
of it-that Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, raised to so high and
glorious an office-should be in such ignorance as to the nature and the
details of the things which awaited him. This very fact crushes the
pride, the self-sufficiency, and the vain fleshly confidence of those who
would fain arrogate to themselves light, and knowledge, and power,
as being the boasted successors of the apostles. If such a man as
Paul (to whom the Lord, in all probability, communicated as much or
;more of His holy mind and will, than to any other creature living)
was compelled to declare h'3 (l,S" bound in the spirit," and knew not
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whn.t awaited him, whftt shn.ll be said of these poor ignorant mortals
-these would-b o.postolic followers-who have not as yet learnt the
very alphab t l' divinity?
.
.
Yet Paul Wt1.S not n.shamed of his want of foresight or knowledge
in this l' p t. Nay, be knew it was according to the nature and
operation f fn,ith,. that he should live and walk in ignorance of what
the morrow hould develop. He was content that the future should
be in the ho.nd and under the direction and control of Him who is
infinite in wi d m and boundless in love.
Deftrreo.d 1', the apo tle sets us a striking example. Oh for grace
to follow it!
h £ l' that special inwrought power of and by the
Holy Ghost, t b nabl d to say as the Psalmist, "Let me fall into
the hand of the
I'd £ I' His mercies are great; and let me not fall
into the hand of man! "
You will observe, d a1' reader, as we have already intimated, that,
although the apostle was in ignorance of the precise nature of the
things that were about to b fn.l him, yet there was, at the same time,
a thorough conviction that trial and affliction were his portion. There
can be no doubt that his mind was deeply imbued with the testimony
that the Lord Himself had given concerning him: "I will shew him
how great things he must Ruffer for my name's sake." .All he had
been called to pass through, fi'om his marvellous conversion up to that
moment, had gone to ratify and confirm this; and no doubt his mind
was equally established in the fact, that, there was to be no changeno cessation-no truce in this ceaseless warfare. He knew full well
the meaning of the truth of which he elsewhere testified: "Unto you
it is given, on the behalf of Ohrist, not only to believe but to suffer for
His sake." Oh, why was the soul of the apostle so perpetually in
such spiritual hcalth and prosperity? Because he was the subject of
sanctified trial-blessed affliction. This in the hand of God instrumentally ministered to his spiritual and eternal wellJbeing. It was
this mellowed and meekened him-aye, and meetened him for the
kingdom too. Who better knew than he the great fact that" tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience
hope; and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is
shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost?"
Beloved, although the apostle so well knew that" bonds and afflictions" were in readiness and waiting for him, how sweet is the
contemplation of the holy calmness and blessed surrender of which
he was the sul~ject! Now, we do not believe that even the great
apostle of the Gentiles always experienced and enjoyed this to the
same degree. We think there are other portions of his writings
from which it is clearly to be inferred, that there was the carnal
opposition and the natural antagonism to the will and purpose of
God. But here was the greater subduing of that natural resistance.
The passage before us is in blessed keeping with what he says in his
last chapter to the Philippians, "I have learned, in whatsoever state
I am, therewith to be content."
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We believe, moreover, that, as with the apostle, so with all the
Lord's dear children, when they are thoroughly brought uown;
when they have not a thought to indulge, nor a word to say, against
what may be the Lord's loving will and pleasure, they have well
nigh learnt all that the Lord intends to teach them upon earth. Sltch
was certainly the case with Paul. When he could say, "None of
these things move me," he was brought by grace and power divine
into a oneness of heart with God. He had not the least wish or
desire whatever to say or to do aught that was contrary to the Lord's
holy mind and will. He was content to be or to suffer that which
the Lord had appointed for him. It was a blessed fi.'ame of mindan enviable condition indeed. It is the contention, the resistance,
the hostility, the self-will, that engender the strife, and the resHes ness, and the dissatisfaction; but oh,. how different when the soul is
enabled, under the precious power of the Holy Ghost, simply anu
entirely to fall into the hands of the Lord, with a positive and all
absolute" Not as I will, but as Thou wilt, Lord."
Reader, this is easy to write or read, but not so easy to learn. It
is by no simple process, nor by any very ready means, that the sonl is
brought to this. Oh, no, the proud heart of poor fallen man tak s a
great deal to humble it; but, when thus humbled, how sweet it i to
lie low at His blessed foo~stool, willing to be or to suffer all that the
Lord may see good for us. How true in such case are the words of
blessed Toplady,"Sweet to lie passive in His bands,
And know no will buLHis."

What a precious saying is that, " Neither count I my life dear unto
myself 1" Ah, reader, this is a wonderful thought. The apostle does
not here speak of mere circumstances, comforts, advantages, and the
like; but, far above and beyond all this, he testifies that he is
indifferent about his very life. Not that he would fritter away that
life; not that he would cease to regard it as a pre(lious loan entru t d,
in a certain sense, to his care and keeping; a precious boon from th
Lord, to be regarded as such during His will and pleasure. No,
there was no lack of this consciousness upon the part of the apostle.
But this is his meaning, that he would not regard his own personal
life and temporal well-being as of the very slightest importance, if so
be the cause with which he was identified should require its sacrifice.
How marked is the apostle's language in this respect, in his epistle
to the Philippians: "Yea, and if I be offered [margin, poured forth]
upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice with
yeu all;" and, in his second epistle to Timothy, he seems to have
taken a step still further in advance, for there he says, "I am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand." How
special and how blessed is that secret of suffering for the Lord, whilst
engageu in His service. Labour, it may be, entails, mentally or
rhysically, a tax upon creature-strength; yet, to feel that such entail-
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ment is in the Lord's service, there is, we contend, a satisfaction
in it that none but those who have been called to it can imagine.
Suffering for the Lord! service for the Lord! sacrifices for the Lord!
~h, reader, there is something special-peculiar-unspeakably
blessed in this; and yet not one iota of creature merit or worthiness
in it. It is all of grace!
But, whilst there was upon the part of the apostle, great submission to the will of God, and an absolute and entire surrender into
His hands, there was, at the same time, a certain solicitude-a holy
concern~a matter of deep, deep personl11 anxiety; it was what was
embodied in the utteranc , " So that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry which' I have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God."
Now, Paul was no time-server, nor had he entered the ministry
(as, alas! too many do) for a name-as a mete profession-or to
obtain a respectable livelihood. On the contrary, as he tells us in
his epistle to the Philippians, on Ohrist's account, "he had suffered
the loss of 1111 things, and counted them but dung, that he might win
Ohrist." But, in the very spirit which he manifested to the
Oorinthians, when he says, "Lest that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway," he here, with
respect to the selfsame subject of the ministry, is intensely anxious
that his dying as well as his living testimony should be all that
accords with truth·-that is, in soundness of doctrine, purity of life, a
character irreproachable before angels, devils, and men.
Yes, the apostle's one grand object and aim was, that as in life by
grace divine he had been enabled to pursue a course in thorough
keeping with the doctrines he proclaimed, so in death he most
ardently desired that the selfsame grace might shine in all its purity,
dignity, and power.
Men may call this legal, if they please; but we contend that such
was the prominent and all-prevailing wish, desire, aim, and object of
the apostle. It was not that he simply craved and sought after
salvation for himself, but as, with regard to life, he said, in his epistle
to Titus, that "the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,' teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world" ('l'itus ii. 11, 12); so now, in the prospect of the
closing up of that personal ministry with which he had been entrusted
of the Lord, he most fervently desired it should be such as would
honour the Lord, magnify the riches of His grace, and illustrate,
ratify, and confirm the Gospel he had proclaimed.
Reader, this is a matter of no small importance; and, taking our
stand as we do at the present upon the threshold of another year,
with all its unseen and undeveloped realities, it is a subject of paramount importance, that, whilst waiving every other consideration as
of secondary moment, we should deeply drink into the spirit of the
apostle, and adopt his language: "But none of these things move
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me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24).
In other words, it is as if he would say, " Lord, whatever befalls me,
or let my exit from time and the world be in whatever way it may
seem good in Thy sight, only let it be in such a way as shall ratit:r
and establish Thy truth, magnify the riches of Thy grace, and glorify
Thy great and ever-adorable name."
Dear reader, if, in a word, we would have a simple illustration of
what was the apostle's one wish and desire with respect to the closing
up of his personal ministry, we have it in the happy and unspeakably
blessed dying experience of the first martyr, Stephen. Having
delivered his testimony in all the fulness, fearlessness, and power of
a man richly anointed and imbued with the Holy Ghost, we read
that" when they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and
they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said,
Behold, I seethe heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on
the right hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, anll
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast
him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down
their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Sau!. And
they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said
this, he fell asleep" (Acts vii. 54 - 60).
Reader, Paul having been the eye-witness of this glorious triumph
over sin, Satan, the world, and death, think you not that it was the
like triumph he personally desired?
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Dec. 14, 1870.
THE EDITOR.

THE EVER-WATOHFUL EYE AND TIMELY HELP OF GOD.
I RECOLLECT Mr. Wills told me, that some years after the play-house being
shut up, he went to survey it respecting its eligibility for a chapel, as
Lady Huntingdon had thoughts of engaging it for that purpose. On
entering he passed two persons, one of whom paid his respects to Mr. W.
in a very polite manner, which Mr. W. returned. After he had passeu,
the companion of this gentleman said, "Pray, do you know that gentleman?" To which the other replied, "Know him! Yes. I have reason
to know him; he preached a sermon in the Merket-place some time back,
on my benefit night. The house was nearly empty, and all the people
flocked to hear him." Another circumstance, which from its singularity
deserves notice, I mention in this place. Preaching, in the course of one
of his long journeys, at Lady H.'s chapel in Bristol, he was led to the
following passage for his text :-" My grace is sufficient for thee." In
the course of the sermon he took occasion to relate the circumstance of a
young woman, who knew and loved the Lord, but was labouring uuder n.
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strong temptation. to put a period to her life, by drowning h'6rself'. The
enemy so far succeeded as to prevail on her to go to the river, in order to
put the dreadful plan into execution; but, as she was adjusting her clothes,
to prevent her from floating, she felt something in her pocket-it was her
Bible! She thought she would take it out and look in it again for the last
time. She did so, and the above-mentioned text immediately caught her
eye. The Lord applied it with His own energy to her soul; the snare
was instantly broken, the temptation was taken away, and she returned,
blessing Him who had given her the victory. The relation of this circumstance was blest to the conversion of a man and his wife, then present, and to completing a similar deliverance. These persons, it appeared,
previous to this had lived in an almost continued state of enmity; their
habitation exhibited a scene of discord and confusion, and often their
quarrels would end in a total silence. Some considerable time would
elapse before a single word would be exchanged by them; and, in one of
these unhappy seasons, the wife came to the dreadful determination of
drowning herself. She accordingly left her house for the purpose, and
came near the river, but it being too light, she feared on that account she
should be detected. She therefore kne\v not where to go till it grew
darker. She at length espied a place of worship open; she thought she
would go in, and when it was over it would be sufficiently dark. She
went in. Mr. Wills was preaching, and, ,as before observed, related the
before-mentioned circumstance. She heard with attention, and the Lord
blest what she heard to her conversion, and the devil lost his ends. She
returned another person, and, when she arrived home, her husband looked
at her with surprise. Her countenance, which before was the iudex of a
malevolent disposition, now indicated the temper of the lamb. Struck
with her appearance, her husband asked her, "Where had she been? "
She told him. He immediately interrogates, "And did you see me
there? "
She replied, "No." He added, "But I was there, and
blessed be God, I found His grace sufficient for me also."
MEDITATIONS BY THE LATE RUTH BRYAN.

IT is striking to my mind, at this time, that the mercy-seat was within the
vail in the holiest of aU, that of the mercy-seat. The Lord said to Moses,
" There will I meet with thee, to commune with thee," &c. (Ezek. xxv.
22); and in Levit. xvi. 2, "I will appear in the cloud upon the mercyseat:" and yet the people were not to go within the vail, but the high
priest only, and he but once a year (Heb, ix. 7). Surely this shows that
communication with God was through the priest, and his access only by
blood with sweet incense. The people did learn the mind of God by Urim
and Thummim, but the neaT approach to God was at the mervy-seat,. for
He was in the cloud above it; and how seldom was that high favour permitted under the first covenant, the Holy Ghost this signifying (as we are
told) that the way into the holiest was not yet made manifest while the
first tabernacle was yet standing. And how true this in individual soulexperience, that we find no way into the Divine presence, no freedom at
the mercy-seat, while the first covenant is in force with us, while we are
shut up under the law; but, when faith is come, when brought to believe
in JESUS, we find an open way, a new and living way, even into the holiest
of all, and being by Him made priests to God, we enter la\\Tfully. But
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how? It was only the high priest was to enter. Ah, our High Priest
has entered, not to stand an'd minister, and then retire, till He bring in
another sacrifice; His one offering on the g1'eat day of atonement was sufficient, so that He has sat down for ever THERE; and, according to law, ITe
entered by blood, His OWN pree£ous blood, which same accepted tokcn ITe
has left for us; and the dear Spirit reveals it, yea, He applies it to the

conscience, and it purges us from the dead works of our fallen nature
(Heb. ix. 14): and then with pure conscience we have boldness to enter
even into the holiest by this precious blood, which has purged us more
truly than the th£ngs under the law were purged with blood of bulls and
of goats. We are the things of the Gospel sanctuary, the true tabernacle
which the Lord pitched, and not man; and, under anoiuting of ~he Spirit
(for we have oil as well as blood), we come to know the worship of
that better sanctuary in which are no shadows,. it is all substance, though
sp£r£tual. But I just now see that the prohibition is still as strict as
under the first covenant, for under this present is no access but by blood;
all attempts to draw nigh to God without blood is presumption, it is not
by tears or trembling, by prayers,' or fastings, or alms deeds, that we
may approach: these wOlild suit proud nature well, but it is only by blood.
Nor must we pierce our own veins, that were of no avail; it must be blood
untainted by sin, and it must be the blood of the Testator,. this only will
be acknowledged a true token,. for it is this same blood which is already
before the mercy-seat, and with it is the sweet ineense, too, which is our
precious Christ. Heavenly rich spice as bruised by Divine justice, and
the fire of the Holy Spirit thereupon (for it was through the Eternal
Spirit He offered Himself without spot to God) caused a cloud of fragrant
perfume to cover the mercy-se[j.t when our great High Priest entered
within the vail, as Levit. xvi. 12, 13. And also when we enter by faith,
how do the coals of the Spirit's fire upon our spicy Jesus cause a sweet
odour of H£rn in our renewed minds, which ascends like the incense cloud
upon the mercy-seat; and thus we come with the same blood and the
same sweet-smelling savour, and there we pour out our hearts before
our Father in perfect love, which casts out slavish fear. Each prayer
being sweetly perfumed with that much incense, according to Rev. viii.
I" 3, 4; and tlwre, too, our Father pours His heart out, or rather, pours it
\ into ours, and so "we all filled with all the fulness of God." Oh, indeed,
it is a blessed favour when the dear Testifier of Jesus shows us from "the
patterns of things in the heavens" a little of the greater glory of the
"heavenly things themselves." May He please lead me through the
""t~bernacle of witness in the wilderness;" and teach me thereby the
glories of the higher sanctuary, which has hv£ng vessels, and of the
glorious Minister thereof, who is Priest, Sacrifice, Ark, Mercy-seat, Incense, and a thousand things beside.
All are too mean to speak His worth,
Or set Immanuel's glories forth."
H

THE disease of the soul cannot be taken away till we are freed from the
body. By the grace of God it may be repressed, that it shall not reign
over us, but is ejected only at death.
THAT which lays the soul in the lowest abasement is tho conviction of
inbred iniquity. This strikes at the root of human vanity, and cut,,.;
aSllmlu!' thu vcr," sinews uf tielf-conceit,
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THE INOREASED WICKEDNESS OF THE WORLD, AND THE
LORD GATHERING HOME HIS SAINTS OUT OF IT.
" Watchman, what of the night.'t Watchman, what of the night .'1"_
ISA. xxi. 11.
OH, thou seer of Israel! as the door of 1870 for ever closes, and we
look out upon the untrodden space before us, we respond to the inquiry.
It appears to us that the night is far spent, that the worldis growing old
in wickedness, and that the great and terrible One, who sitteth upon the
circle of the heavens, looking down upon all, cannot long stay His hand in
its destruction, preparatory to which He is fast gathering home His people
to Himself.
.
But have you not taken up the pen in a censorious spirit? Why think
the world is growing old in wickedness, when the general idea is that it is
highly religious, and many declare that it will soon become converted?
o thou mistaken watchmen, that blow not the trumpet of the Lord! In
the language of Dante, "Ye go forth and preach impostures to the
world;" and in the language of' a far greater: "The prophets prophecy
lies in my name. I sent them·,not, neither have I commanded them,
neither spake I unto them: they prophecy the deceit of their own heart."
Does the world grow better? Has the cherished march of civilization
brought about the promised universal brotherhood ? Or has the influence of International Exhibitions bound the nations of the earth together,
as it was thought they would? Let the disastrous wars of 1870, and
their attendant horrors, answer the question.
Two hundred thousand of our fellow creatures have fallen by the sword,
and their gory bodies lie a few feet only under the surface of the mother
earth. Oh! does the world grow better? Let the widows wail and the
fatherless children, who are as grasshoppers in the land, respond to
the inquiry. There is something deeply humiliating in the facts that
surround us; and, in their contemplation, the soul of the Ohristian weeps
in secret places because of the abounding wickedness of the world, and
the painful lessons the past eventful year has taught us.
But some will say, You are taking only one aspect of the world. Look
at the upper strata of society, where surely all is excellent. Ah, feathered
and flounced refinement! thy secrets lurk in the dark; and that under thy
fine and fair show there lies a heart of deceit, let the outrageous "baby
farms" of the present day bear witness. Does the world g;row better?
But let us turn from it.
Oh! sickening world, we are heartily tired of thy ways, and we look
for the living family of God, the salt of the earth, that is keeping it from
putrefaction; but where are the members of His loved family? How
scattered, how few are the kindred spirits who love to tell and talk of
Jesus! There may be a few favoured spots where they cluster as. doves
around the faithful preaching of the Word, but mostly they are "as sparrows alone on the house top." The Lord is thining His ranks of faithful
ones-many in one's own circle during the past year have gone home; and,
as one sorts the numbers of this Magazine for binding, the eye rests upon
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references to the departure of the Rev. J. C. Philpot, well known to lovers
of free grace; the revered Earl of Roden; the veteran Mushett; good
Mr. Dangerfield, who died'in the pulpit while pointing the people to "tho
rest that remaineth to the people of God." These, and many more,
have died in the faith, and safely reached the eternal shore; and we,
,beloved, are left a little'longer in ,this wilderness world. We cannot tell
'how soon our turn may' come; and some of us living in glad anticipation
sing-":""
"(Hi, for the robes' of whiteness!
Oh, for the joy of greeting
Oh, for the tearless eye!
The loved ones gone before!
Oh, for the glorious brightness
Oh, for the bliss of meeting,
Of the unclouded sky!
To part again no more!
Oh, 101' the no more weeping
Oh, for the joy of seeing
Within the land of love!
My Saviour face to face!
Oh, for the joy of keeping
The hope of ever being
The bridal feast above!
In that sweet meeting place."
Well, beloved, while thinking of the solemn realities of the past year,
of the increa'sed wickedness of the world, and of the gathering of God's
saints home in this latter day, three precious words drop with sweetne~8
and savour upon my heart, which lliay well forma New Year's Motto for
us. They are -

Ah! sweet ,thought! How it melts one before God to think of it, and
what mercy is veiled in the fact! I, a poor worthless worm of the earth,
drawn 'by mighty grace out of an ungodly world to the feet of Jesus, and
by the regenerating power'of the Holy Ghost found in Ohrist! Oh!- sweet
assurance amidst the rapid succession of events that are occurring! I
would not give up this STANDING IN HIM for ten thousand worlds, nay, I
could not j,f I would, for it betokens an indissoluble union wrought by a
loving Bridegroom, who is willing and able to save-a union which the
Word of God puts both ways, as if to seal the matter, for it tells us of
Christ being in us, and of our being in Him, of which the Holy Ghost
is witness-a precious glorious union which results in
The righteousness of Christ being imputed to.us (2 Cor. v. 21);
Freedom from condemnation present and to come (Rom. iii. 1);
Deliverance from the dominion of sin, which, though within, shall not
have power (1 John iii. 6).,and a union which causes us to bring forth fruit unto God, which fruit is
drawn from the fulness of our Covenant Head, and redounds to His glory
(John xv. 5); together with innumerable benefits and blessings realized
by Christ's bride as He allures her onwards and upwards, till, amazed at
p sovereign grace and mercy, she stands complete in Him, to share with
I Him tke'unknown joys of the upper world.
" Blest union! formed by love divine:
Christ says I'm His, and He is mine.
His choice He never will revoke,
Nor let His covenant bond be broke."
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But we have alluded to the benefits and blessings that are the result of
this wonderful union: let us think of some of them, beloved.
Why, if we are found in Him, we have a secret source of happiness that the
world ean neitlwr give nor take away. vVe feel it; we know it, hour by
hour, and day by day. It gladdens us in the midst of gloom; it cheers
us in the midst of clouds. We have hold of Christ, and we walk and
talk with Him who is invisible in the midst of the bustle and crowding
<lares of life.
There may not be much opportunity for leisure, *" but the moments with
Him amidst daily toil are very precious, and our appeals are constantly to.. (
Him, are they not? Lord, help! Lord, save! Lord, direct! Lord, undertake for me! This is the sort of constant negotiation which is going on ,
in one's soul, and such upliftings are very sweet. Dear N ehemiah of old '
knew not a little about this kind.of work: his appeals to the Ll}rd were
incessant, and became his secret source of strength and success; for
instance, when hearing of the state of the wall around Jerusalem, he
says, "I sat down and wept, and prayed before the God of heaven."
And then, when he went before the King upon the matter dear to his
heal:t, he all tM time plied tlw tltrone of grace: he says, "So I prayed to
the God of heaven"; and, when his prayers were answered in the Lord
inclining the king to grant him his request, he acknowledges it as all the
Lord: his words are, "And the king granted me according to the good
hand of the Lord upon me." And, while building the wall, he carries on
similar dealings with the court of heaven, and even when hotly opposed
by the enemy, he says, "Nevertheless, we made our prayer unto our
God, and set a watch against them day and night." Oh, beloved! this
is a very precious way of dealing with our God, and learning the secret
" of continuing in supplication and prayers night and day": and such
will be the goings forth of the soul of those who have a secret source of
happiness resulting from being found in Him, But again"Found in Him," we need not fear anything we may meet with by tlw way.
There is often much, very much, to annoy one and to cast one down by
the way; and sometimes one's temper is sorely tried. At such weak moments Satan thrusts hard at us, and takes advantage of our want of faith;
but only let such precious words as these shine forth amidst the leaden
clouds-" Found in Him" -and how it calms and clears up all, and makes
one feel, "Oh, what are all these annoyances by the way? VlThy, after
all, they are mere trifles, and beneath the notice of an heir of glory. I
will stamp them under foot. I will meet them calmly. My--trust -is in
the Lord J ehovah. I stand intimately related to the Lord Jesus Christ.
What have I to fear?" Beloved, may you aud I realize the dignity of (
our position as ":E ound in Him," and we shall be able thus to rise above \
many things that, looking at self instead of Him, threaten to overwhelm \
us. Let this be our axiom: "no not look (It the thing to be done, but look at
Him who 1:8 to do 1:t, But, again" Found in Dim," supplies will be g1'a1!tcd fur every fresh position of need. 'I
It is true Hagar fauna her bottle spent and her Ishmael exhausted, but
the Lord guided her to a well, and well supplied her.
J
Is there one rea ding our" Notes" who is fearing that supplies, sooner ~
'
or later, will surely ceuse-who sees. no way out of a difficulty, but whose "}l::",'

f

* Beloved, our "Notes" (Ire mostly written in pencil amidst tho busy scenes of London '-SI
activity-at railway stations and in railway carriages-for we have little time for calm
.{
reflection.
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,0. , path is hedged up ~ith. st?nes? Oh! recoll?ct, the Lord sees th~ way out,
if you do not, and He It IS who has promlSed to work for HIS people,
,~\)i,,;,,~, while He says to you, "Sit sti!1 my daughter, and see how the matter will
?~t· I fall." And, if it fell in s;;habundance into dear Ruth's lap, why not into
,
yours? His love is the same, and His purpose of favour towards you
unchangeable; and, surely, if it be true as He has declared in His Word,
that He has gone ,to prepare a mansion for you, do you think He will
leave heirs of glory to perish on the road? Oh! then, do not be afraid
to trust Him. Depend upen it, concerning this special need, He will
either take you from it or take you through it. He will either lead you into
the mansion of glory, or leave you a little longer a monument of His
grace. "Found in Him," every need will have its suitable supply in due
time. Worry not, but wait His will, and then,
"Found in Him," we shall be learning more of Him day by day. He has
greater things yet to show us concerning Himself out of His Word. Do
you not find yOl!1rself, beloved, grasping at the truth- of Scripture, and
living upon it as food for your soul? An expression, perhaps, that you
have read again and again, and seen no particular beauty in it, now
comes home with irresistible power. Herein is the secret, it j!:)Q1~ Lord
making known more of His love arid mercy, person and work, to His
own; and we believe that, although the Bible has depths which no human
( mind can fathom, yet God's dear children become experimentally
acquhaiptedh withh t~e. difDherLent d~arts'lolf i~ ahs thhey jour~ey homhewa:ds: anld
I, we
ave t oug t It IS t e or s Wl WIt t em to ",ring t em llltO suc 1
discipline as that every part of the Scriptures shall be felt to be applicable
to themselves.Sometimes·the 'journeying's of the old patriarchs, staff in
hand, just seem to bring out a tracing of our own life's history in the
wilderness. At other times the Ps'alms of David become peculiarly precious
to our souls. Sometimes the Canticles open out to us the love of our
best Beloved. At other times Job's grief and Jeremiah's lamentations
just describe the feelings of our disquieted hearts. And so on with the
other parts of the precious Word. We know we shall never comprehend
its depths and heights; and there are many things hard to be understood: "Who by searching can find out God?" But, as a dear saint
now in glory said concerning these hard things, "I leave it to be cleared up
the other sz'de of the river." llut, again,
" Found in Him," why should we doubt? Dear fellow Christian, do you
doubt your interest in Christ? How about those past revelations of
His love? those precious seasons of communion with Him in the byegone ?
those upliftings of heart when the Word came home with power? Do all
these go for nothing? But, still more blessed-to turn even from notable
exercises of the soul to .Jesus Himself-how about His perfect work of
salvation for a poor unworthy sinner like you? His doing and dying;
His blood and righteousness; His covenant promises: do all these go
for nothing? But do you say, "I know all that, but are they for me?"
The former exercises of soul named prove ,they are. Oh, take Him at
His word, and "be not faithless, but believing! " Furthermore,
" Found in Him," we shall be safe in the great day of account. And the secr.et
of this standing is brought out in the continuation of our passage, as we
have it in the Word of God. The Apostle says: "Found in Him, not
having mine own righteousness which is of the law, but that whieh is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith."
So, then, the blessed doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ is the
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basis of our standing complete in Him at the great day of account. Oh,
what a solemn day that will be! We have need to examine our position
concerning it. If a minister of the Gospel is privileged to preach to some
thousands of his fellow creatures, how he must be awed as he beholds
their uplifted countenances! But what a gathering that will be when the
great white throne stands out, and the myriads of dead, both small and
great, appear before God, and the book of life is opened! Oh, my soul !
how will it be with thee then?
"When Thou, my righteous Judge, sha.!l come,.
To bring Thy ransomed people home,
Shall I among them stand P
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
Who sometimes am afraid to die,
Be found at Thy right bnd P"
Yes, I shall; yes, you will, dear reader, if found in Him. W ond.erfuI
mystery! Wonderful mercy! May we have a firm hope and an abiding
assurance concerning it! And, lastly,
" Found in Him," we shall be found with Him above. When we put off the
mortal clothing and put on the immortal, we shall stand complete in Him.
. What a glorious anticipation 1
I have got to die! The fact haunts the worldling, and makes him
shudder; but the Ohristian can view death with the greatest composure of
mind, yea, some even with joy and rejoicing of spirit, because they are
aSllured that they shall be with Jesus for ever.
" Sweet truth to me,
I shall arise,
And with these eyes
My Saviour see."
"Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that
fear Thee, which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee before
the SODS of men! "
Well, then, beloved, see what precious things cluster around our New
Year's Motto, "Found in Him." It marks a blessed and indissoluble
union with Oln covenant Head; it gives a secret source of happiness
incomparable; it bids us fear nothing we may meet with by the way;
it promises supplies in every time of need, and, drawing from His fulness,
tells how we shall learn more and more of Him. It is a fact that tends
to banish doubts and fears; it will give us a safe standing in the great
day of account, and, if found in Him, we shall be found with Him above.
Thus we have a vital hold of a precious Ohrist; we are clasping a
Rock that will never fail us, clinging to a Friend that will never deceive
us, and resting in the infallibility of a God that cannot lie. The realization of this fact is faith staying itself upon His almighty arm; it is the
a:nchor of hope sunk deep in the.ocean.of Jesus' love, which will hold our
httle craft firm and secure amIdst billows and breakers. Seas cannot
harm us, for He holds them in the hollow of His hand; waves cannot
overwhelm us, for He treads them under foot, and bids them be at peace.
While all else passeth away, these are verities that live and abide for
ever. Beloved," the end of all things is at hand, be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer." 'l'here is an advent not far off when" every eye
tihall BBe Him." May God prepare us for that solemn tune,-
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" A little while He'll come again,
Let us the precious hours redeem;
Our only grief to give Him pain,
And joy to save and follow Him.
Watching and ready may we be,
As those who long thcir Lord to see!"

The writer's uppermost desire, 'as he steps into the untrodden arena of
another year, is to be increasingly" detormined to know nothing among
men save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." All else is fleeting and fading'.
Dear reader, art thou young in years? Our New Year's advice to yOll
shall be: Store your mind with the \-Vord of God, that when by after
affiiction, which is sure to come upon you, you can neither read it yourself
or hear anothOl' read it to you, the Holy Spirit may bring it to your
remembrance to the comfort of your soul.
Art thou advancing in life? Oh, you will find this a poor, wretchod,
unsatisfying world. Give up everything for Christ-" a treasuro ill
heaven that faileth not." Art thou tottering on to the grave? If fOUlld
in Christ, we can say to you concerning the end,. "But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye aI'0 tho
children oflight and the children of the day. We are not of the night
nor of darkness." In conclusion, putting all these things togetlier, and
listening to the seer's inquiry, "Watchman, what of the night? Watchman] what of the night?" must we not, dear fellow Cl11'istiun, 1'0 pond,We think it is far spent; we think the signs of the tiro s are portentious
with solemn warning; we think we hear the chariot wheels of the Lord
of glory rumbling in the distance, but with uplift d h arts of gratitud
we have abounding consolation in the three words that form our ew
Year's Motto,-

Take them, beloved, as thine own. Pre s th ID home to thine hart,
as thou steppest into the unfoldings of th y ar •ighte n-hundred-andseventy-one, and the Lord keep you and me faithful to the end, for the
dear Redeemer's sake. Amen.
Woodbu?'y, Wanstearl, Essex,
G. C.

. A CHILD of God writes in one of his letters: "I am sure, were my outward life free from blame, the disorders and defilement of my imagination
are sufficient to constitute me a chief sinner in the sight of Him to whom
( the thoughts and intents of the heart are continually open, and who ia £
purer eyes than to behold iniquity."
WREN his friends asked the great physician Boel'haave how he oould
possibly go thr(\ugh so much work from day to day, and pass tranqui.l
through 0 many fretting scones, he told them that his plan was to devot
th. first hOU1' of every morning to prayer, and meditation on the Word .f
God.
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I apers.

THE ONE BODY.
" .Ana ft'om thence [Rome], when the brethren heMa of us, they came to meet
us as far as .Appii Forum, ana Tlte three taverns; whom wlMn Paul saw, 1uJ
thanked God, ana took courage."-AcTs xxviii. 15.
THIS certainly seems like an answer to prayer, and the prayer will be
found in the first chapter of Romans, beginning at the 9th verse: "For
God is my witness, whom I serve in the gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; making request, if
by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the
will of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart
unto you some spiritual gift, to the end that ye may be established; that
is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both
of you and me." What a beautiful spirit Paul shows here!
1st. He makes mention of the saints in Rome without ceasing in his
prayers to God.
2nd. He makes request that he may have a prosperous journey, if it
be the will of God.
3rd. He longs to impart to these saints some spiritual gift for their
establishment.
4th. His humility; that he also may be comforted by the mutual faith
of both himself and them.
.
What an example for us to imitate! "That everyone that is among
us may not think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think; but
to think soberly, according as God has given to everyone the measure of
faith." How important that passage, "And the eye cannot say unto the
hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have no
need of you. Nay, much more those members of the body which seem to
be more feeble, are necessary." Some are eyes to the Ohurch, quick to
apprebend those things of which they are apprehended in Ohrist Jesus.
Some are ears; they hear and obey the voice of the Son of God, and have
a wise and understanding heart, to make known the mysteries of the
blessed Gospel. Some are hands to work for the cause of God, and
devote all their time and energies to His service. And some are feet, to
run the way of Ilis commandments; whose language is, "Here am I,
send me." Lastly, some for special purposes appear to have almost
every gift combined. How wonderfully does God work by His Spirit!
Truly" He is excellent in wisdom, and none can stay His hand, or say,
What doest Thou?" Ohrist's body must be a perfect one, lacking
nothing. "Ye are complete in Him."
W.

TilE holiest saints may be tempted by the devil to commit the worst
sins and the most horrid impieties.
IT was said of Leighton that he rebuked faults so mildly that they were )
never repeated, not because the admonished were afraid, but ashamed
to do so.
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SIGHS AND SONGS ON PILGRIMAGE.

BELOVED IN THE LORD,..,.-Not at all surprised am I that you should
have realized-- sweetness in transcribing that most blessed paper, which
came safely to hand this morning. Indeed it must have been a labour of
love; and I feel that anything that I may now write will be extremely
poor after so glowing and so glorious a testimony of love, blood, and
salvation. May, however, the Lord of all lords, and King of all kings
indite some good matter in my heart by His own Spirit, and then I shall
be able to once more speak of the glory of His spiritual kingdom, and
talk of His soul-inspiring and heart-comforting power. There is not a
doubt upon my mind at this moment that power belongeth unto the Lord,
and that I have no ability to write for our mutual benefit and the divine
glory without the holy anointing of the Spirit of "HIM, of whom Moses
in the law, and the prophets, did write." If the Father reveal Him not, if
He reveal not Himself, and if the Eternal Spirit make .Him not known to
my mind at this time, my communication will be perfectly useless. Again
and again have I been wishful to hold a little communion with you by
letter, but hitherto I have not been able to do so; and now I do not feel
the springing well of livmg water in my soul, but the Lord can bid it rise
and cause it to soon overflow the low banks of my heart. It is easy for
Him to cause the waters of the sanctuary to run into the dry places like a
river, making my wilderness to blossom like Eden, and my desert like the
garden of the Lord: thanksgiving and the voice of melody will then be
heard therein. When the voice of the turtle is heard in the land of the
soul; when the power of the Lord is present to heal; when the love of
His heart is revealed to the mind; when the blood of the covenant is
sprinkled upon the conscience; and when the wind of the Spirit wafts our
thoughts and affections to the eternal shores of glory, we are solidly
happy, vitally well-pleased, and thoroughly contented with our lot.
'Vhen He says, "Be still, and know that I am God," we
"Roll all our care on Israel's God,
And trust in Christ's redeeming blood,"
We have, then, no will of our own, no way of our own; and all our
thoughts are brought into sweet subjection to Him who becomes feelingly
and experimentally "chiefest among ten thousand; yea, the altogether
lovely." But how frequently we find the reverse of all this in our expenence! How often we go mourning without the sun! How almost continually do the beggarly elements of this sublunary world occupy our
thoughts! How rarely are they fixed on Him! Cause, indeed, have we
to cry, "My leanness, my leanness!" Christ said, in the days of His
flesh, that the time should come when the Bridegroom should be taken
away, and the effect of His removal should be that they should fast in
those days. He said that they should even desire to see one of the days of
the Son of Man, but should not be so favoured, so indulged. We prove
that these promises do not stand for nothing in His Word, for verily they
have been fully verified in our personal experience. His absence we have
repeatedly mourned; for His blest presence we have again and again
sighed. How true are the lines"Thy presence makes Thy children weep,
Thine absence makes them sigh l "
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When He vacates the soul the world cannot fill it, nature cannot comfort
it, the things of time and sense cannot cheer it, the baubles of earth cannot
please it; nay, more, when He is feelingly absent there are no sweets in
the Word, no power in the Gospel, no corn and wine on the table, no
clothing on the back, no shoes on the feet, no health on the countenance,
no joy in th heart, no staff in the hand, no word in the mouth; in short,
all is naked and void. The earth is without form, the heavens are without order. In and around is one vast chaos. The soul is dpserte!i, the
heart is forsaken. What a wretched state of experience! Christ is gone,
and all is gone. There is then no dew on our branch, no fruit on our
bough, no love in our heart, no grace in our soul, no light in our mind.
Like Abraham, we are seized with a horror of great darkness; and yet,
amidst it all, "It is well! "
" 'Tis well when joys arise,
'Tis well when sorrows flow;
'Tis well when darkness veils the skies,
And strong temptations blow."
Everything is beautiful in this season because "all are yours, ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's."
"Could we see how all is right,
Whe1'c were room for cTcdcnce ?
But by faith, and not by sight,
Christians yield obedience."
The way of faith is a very safe path, but it is one in which flesh and sense
cannot travel. "We walk by faith, and not by sight," and yet we "endure as seeing Him who is invisible: "Whom having not seen Lby sense]
we love; in whom, though now we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory." " Blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed." The Lord does not intend that we
should always enjoy His comfortable presence, but He intends that we
should be called upon to endure hardness. Were He always feelingly
with us, the inhabitants of this world would not be able to bear our company at all. As it is, they scarcely know what to do with us; for, when
the Lord is present, we do not want to mingle with the busy throng, and,
when He is absent, we so
" --misll the presence of our Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone,"
that we are not at home with" the children of this generation." Thus
the Lord spoils us [or earth, and unfits us for the natural society of formal
professors. r,ike Noah's dove, there is no room for our spiritual foot
upon this sin-pOlluted earth. The place whereon we stand by faith is
holy ground. It is none other than the house of God; it is truly the very
gate of heaven. He makes the place of His feet glorious, and His presence drops fatness in our heart. His flesh is meat indeed, and His blood
is drink indeed. How sweet is His love!
" 'Tis oil and 'tis honey, 'tis milk and 'tis wine,
'Tis food all immortal, 'tis food all divine."
I am pleased to hear that you are progressing in bodily health, though
it be but slowly. Yours has been a long affliction, but it appears to have
been a blessed one. It has been weighed and measured by Him who
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never errs and never sleeps, and He has dealt very bountifully with you.
The bitterest dreg in our cup of sorrows contains the sweet of' His heartlove. There is no curse in our cup. His was full. There is no wrath
gone out again15t us from God, though we may be called upon to endme
a hell upon earth. "Fury is not in me," says the Man of Sorrows to nis
sorrowing help-meet. "I have trodden the wine-press alone," says the
Bridegroom to His weeping Bride. " Fear thou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed, for I am thy God,'" says the Brother born for adversity
to His sister spouse. " No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt condemn," says the heavenly Lover to His trembling and fearing
love. " When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers they shall not overflow thee: when thou walk st
through the fire, thou shalt not be bmned; neither shall the flame kindl
upon thee," says the glorious Husband to His confiding wife. "A thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shallllot
come nigh thee," says the mighty God of Jacob to His own ever-Iovod
Hephzibah and ever-cared-for Beulah.
"What more can He say than to her He has said?" And, to transfer
the question from the third person tcrthe second,
"What more can He say than to you He has said?" Belov d, you
are highly favoured, because you are the bride, the Lamb's wifo; b au
you are the sister spouse of Him who is a mighty man of wealth; b au 0
you are
" TIll' darling of His loving heart,
The apple of His eye."
He sees no evil in you; He beholds no spot upon you.
art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." You ar unblam able
J!;I!4.:!IDrebukable in His sight. Indeed, you are the per ection 0
eau y
in Him. Comely you are through His comeliness imputed; beautiful you
are througnHis beauty imparted. "Thou art beautiful, 0 my love, as
Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners." Thi is
( Love's description of Love's bride. This is Wisdom's desoripti n of I
! child. This is the Lord's description of you, belov d in .m. " ID
with me from Lebanon, my spou e, with m fr ID
bun n." How
cheering the invitation! How h arty th w 1 om I " om with ID 1"
o highly-favoured ohild of God I 0 gr atly privil g d brid of u 1
"Sb uld artb. with her ten thousand charms,
Invit thy 8 ul to stay,
Y t still t thy R deemer's arms,
My fair ono, come away."
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shadow of the Almighty. "Blessed are your eyes, for they see," says
Jesus: and what do they see? They see that
" His heart is made of tenderness,
His bowels melt with love."
They see that their names are enrolled in His book, inscribed upon His
heart, engraven upon the palms of His hands: they see that
( "Whom once He loves, He never leaves, 1
But loves him to the end."
They see that their oneness with Him is so real, that their union to /
Him is so vital, and that their relationship is so everlasting, that" many
waters cannot quencp. love, neither can the floods drown it;" they see,
moreover, that His love is so fervent, and His affection so constant, that,
when they shall have travelled every step of their wilderness journey,
when every grain of their time sand-glass shall have run out, and when
the brittle thread of their mortal existence shall have snapped asunder,
He will come again, and receive them finally and fully, freely and
joyously unto Himself, that where He is in eternal glory, there they ma;y
be also in everlasting refulgence. They see, also, that they have not fuR
enemy upon this terraqueous globe that can do them the least inj l1ry, that
there is not a mortal creature or an infet'nal spirit who possesses the least
power to prejudice their Lord against them, and that, though their foes
might be ten thousand times more numerous than they are, they would
all fly before their Bridegroom beloved like chaff before the wind. They
see, and sometimes most clearly, too, that all the heart-love and soulaffection of Jesus is directei toward them, that it forms a warm wall of )
protection and of defence around them, and that it will protect arid
guard them throughout their whole wilderness pilgrimage, and finally
convey them, amidst a halo of glory, into uncreated bliss and unlimited
blessedness. They see with doves' eyes that the heart of Jesus ever beats
toward them, that the mind of Christ ever rests upon them, that the care
of the great and chief Shepherd is ever over them, that the blessing of the
Bishop of their souls is ever with them, and that their great High Priest
is ever touched with the feeling of their infirmities, and continually
remembers that in and of themselves they are but dust. To Him they
can joyously say,"Bruised Bridegroom, take us wholly,
Take and make us what Thou wilt."
They see, and feel as well, that they cannot have a trial too many, a
trouble too great, a lot too crooked, a pathway too dark, a road too
intricate, a way too dreary, a spirit too much overwhelmed, a heart too
much torn and rent, a mind too desponding, an enemy too envious, a foe
too fierce, a friend too unkind, a relative too cruel, a companion too cross,
or a case too hard for the Lord to manage. They believe-thoroughly,
heartily, and sincerely believe-that,
" Life's minutest circumstance
Is ordered by the Lord."
They see-sometimes, at least, when the shadows flee away-that all the
Lord's thoughts towards them are entirely those of peace and love,that
He ever keeps them in His eye and in His heart, and that the darkest
cIo.ud contains the brightest blessing to their souls. Satan, at such
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seasons, has not power enough at command to make them think that the
Lord's love can ever cool, that His heart can ever be steeled against them,
that His eye can ever slumber, that His faithfulness can ever flag, that
His arm can ever yield, that His covenant can ever be broken, that His
oath can ever fail, or that Hi'i._word can ever fall to the ground. Indeed,
there are times and seasons, in living and loving experience, when the
feet stand so firmly on the rock, when the eyes are so intently fixed on
Jesus, when the mind is so blessedly stayed upon the Lord, "hen the
soul is so sweetly settled upon the Lamh of God, when the understanding
is so brilliantly illuminated with the light of life, and when the thoughts
are so absorbed in the Beloved, that earth with all its charms cannot
allure; that sin, with all its defilement, cannot depress; that the world,
with all its snares, cannot enta:ngle; that Satan, with all his wiles, cannot
distress; that the flesh, with all its ailments, cannot weary; that life,
with all its cares and its callings, cannot bewilder; that foes, with all
their enmity, cannot frighten; that friends, with all their love and kindness, cannot ensnare;. and that death, with all its terrible consequences,
cannot appal. These are favourable times for the child of God, hallowed
seasons to the heir of heaven. Would that they were more frequent!
Would that they were of longer duration! However, let the time or
season be what it may, it is" Sweet to lie passive in His hand,
And know no will but His."
But we possess a nature which has a will most opposite to the Lord'sa mind which is at enmity with God; and this nature is 11 leper throughout, this will is altogether perverse, this mind is ignorant of heavenly
secrets. "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;" "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh." The natural flesh of a child of God is
not better than that of the reprobate. Both are equally defiled, and are
equal strangers to the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. Our unionlife with Ohrist is exclusively spiritual; our communion with Jesus is
entirely supernatural. The life of faith that we live in the flesh is not a
life of the flesh. It is a spiritual life in the inner man; it is a hidden
life, a secret life; it is a high life, a love life, a light life, a pure life, a
sacred life, a superhuman life, and a perfect and spotless life. It is
Ohrist-our life who lives in us; and to live in Him-our life-is to live
a life unspotted from the world. It is a life of purity and holiness. It
is hid with Ohrist in God. Indeed, we a1'e" Saved in the Lord-for ever saved,
And in life's bundle bound."
But, beloved, for the present I must close. I need not say how pleased
we shall be to hear from you ; and, if J do not write to you instantly, it
will not be for want of will, but on account of the absence of power.
May you enjoy much of His felt presence whilst sojourning at 0--,
and may He make up to you abundantly the loss of outward means!
May He be better to you, and more to you than ten sermons every day
during your stay there, if His dear will and kind good pleasure!
With our united very best pure love, believe me to be, as ever,
Affectionately yours in Him,
JEDIDIAH.
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How many needs have they for whom Jesus plead3! The Holy Spirit
leads those for whom Jesus pleads, and Jesus pleads for those whom the
blessed Spirit leads. No pleading no leading.
The Lord will never fail those whom He teaches, that they are frail.
He will not fail the frail.
Those who are made meek by the Lord are made meet for Him. Those
who are made meek by His grace are made meet for His glory.
Where there is no evidence that a person has been made meek by grace,
there is no proof that h,e has been made meet for g-lory. Meekness and
meetness are not far apart; both are the works of God.
The God of heaven can alone make a sinner meet for it.
Those whom the Lord makes strong will not be on the earth long.
The child of God sometimes feels black, slack, and flat.
Nothing gives the believer such good cheer as to feel the Lord is near.
The fear of the Lord's frown will cast him down.
A man may have wet eyes, and not spiritual cries. Esau had. A man
ay pray, and not be in the right way. Balaam did (Num. xxiii. 10).
Those who love God will not escape the rod.
Those who have the true light will not always feel very bright.
Those who are truly Godly, will sometimes, in the world's esteem, act
very oddly.
Those who seek the Lord will not slight His Word. Seekers are not
slighters.
Those who are weak, are strengthened when they hear the Good Shepherd speak. The Good Shepherd's voice makes them rejoice.
The world's best cannot give the Christian true rest.
The Lord can make His face to shine on those who always feel behind.
That person is well-employed who is speaking, or writing, what the
Holy Spirit is inditing.
( Wise men are often despised men.
A thankful man is usually a thoughtful man.
There is not much thankfulness where there is no thoughtfulness.
Those will " win Christ" who are saved from their sins by Him.
Unless the Lord shine I cannot feel He is mine.
Closeness and moroseness often go together.
Those who are born from above will not long together have things very
smooth.
Those whom the Lord awakes He never forsakes.
It is a sign the Lord hath spoken when the sinner feels his heart to be
broken. It is a good token when a sinner's heart is broken. When the
Lord breaks the sinner quakes.
There is none too much peace in that house where the husband is a
screw, and the wife a shrew.
A healing time is a feeling one.
If the Lord smile, the soul cries out, "Behold, I am vile."
The Lord Jesus, in His sufferings, was overwhelmed with calamities.
His people, when the work of grace begins, are overwhelmed with convictions; and when a sense of blood-bought pardon is given, they are
overwhelmed with consolations. Convictions first; consolations next.
This is the Holy Spirit's gTand order of things in regard to His gracious
dealings with His chosen people.
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If Jesus had not been overwhelmed in sorrow~, poor sinners would not.
have been overwhelmed with joys.
. None in hell ever knew the saving.· power of the Gospel. None in
heaven, but those purged from the "old leaven."
None truly pray on earth, but those who have experienced the new
birth.
None truly repent but those for whom Jesus was sent.
None by nature are able rightly to come to the Lord's table.
The Lord's felt esteem will prevent a man from acting mean.
When ill, it is difficult to "be still."
. A true believer can kiss the rod, when is felt communion with God.
The child of God feels a divine power when the Holy Spirit rains on
his soul a gracious shower. No shower, no power.
\
Some put more dependence in man, who knows only some things, than
they do in Him, who knows all things. An awful character is he who is
a great chatterer and flatterer. Only the God of power can keep a man
on the watch-tower. Only the Lord's arm can gather into the heavenly
farm. Only the God of heaven can purge out" the old leaven." Only
the God of grace can enable a sinner to run the Gospel race. Only the
God of wisdom can keep a man from spiritual whoredom. Only the God
of peace can give a man true ease. Only the God of light can fit a sinner
to walk with Him in white. Only the God of salvation can deliver from
a deserved damnation. This is what He alone can do.
Election to everlasting salvation prevents being punished "with an
everlasting destruction."
.
Human inventions cannot set aside Divine intentions. What a mercy!
What men invent cannot prevent His intent. Those will endure to whom
the promises are sure. Those will go to heaven whose sins are forgiven.
Those will have a gloriolls resurrection from the dead, who have a grace
union with Jesus, their Head.
F. F.
Tetbury.

WORDS FOR THE WEARY.
" Casithy bU1"den upon the Lord, and He wZ:U susta£n tlwe."-·-PSALM Iv. 22.
SURELY such words as these, spoken home to the heart, shall silence
every murmur, lighten every care, relieve every anxiety, and inspire with
renewed energy the way-worn pilgrim to press on in his wilderness conflict. It is not to be a discharged burden, but a friend-sllstained one;
hence the weight shall become a joy, the toil a delight, the weariness a
sweet solace, and the conflict a victory.
Thy burden! God-sustained one! What is it that thus causes thee
weariness? Is it personal or relative care pressing down the spirit,
causing the cry to arise, "Oh, that it were with me as in days that are
past, when the candle of the Lord shone round about me"? Is there no
sensible appreciation of " Oasting all your care upon Him who careth for
you"? Is there so much of the lonely walking amidst the world's
dazzling? Has the rust come upon thy" weapon of all prayer"? Say,
has not the absorbing claims of life's journey, under one or other of its
numerous pressing urgencies, gathered all the time and attention to itself
or themselves, until the heart becomes weighted and pressed down under
a sense of weariness and burden, so that the cry or sigh necessitates, as
it were, this gracious word of encouragement, "Oast thy burdeu upon
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the Lord." Well, poor weary one, it is the Lord~Himself that bids thee
cast, or roll, thy burden upon H";mself, " He will not suffer thee to be
'tempted above that thou art able to bear." He does not call thee as a
strong one to carry it to Him, but to cast, or roll, it upon Him: ,The
turning over, as it were, in thy downcast condition, is that which He
asks, and which thou, as a sinner sustained by Divine power, can do,
assured, as the promise so fully confirming the precept does, that not only
th~ burden, but thou thyself, shalt be susta";ned. Think not peevishly
that thy burden-care-trial-is to be taken away; not necessarily so.
Thou shalt be sustained. The care is cast upon the Lord. The strength
equal to the day is afforded. The" present help" of "the Friend who
loveth at all times" is accorded, and thou art a living witness to the
Lord's covenant--Iove-power-faithfulness.
To the awakened sinner Jesus, in these words, promises salvation.
To the repentant sinner Jesus here speaks pardon.
To the tried and exercised believer Jesus here speaks words of
loving encouragement.
To the weary one here is solace and sweet companionship, which
is, as the Emmaus disciples described, a season of burning of heart.
So, when this Word comes home with the power and unction of the Holy
Ghost, it is truly Ohrist with you-" Ohrist in you the hope of glory,"
-the earnest of that Sabbatic rest when we shall be satisfied, and shall
awake up with His likeness.
" 'Tis enough that He should care:
Why should'st thou the burden bear? "
Oourage, then; the word of J ehovah-Jesus cannot fail. " Oast" thy
gift-thy care-" thy burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain thee."

A

PHILLIPPIAN.

THE HEART OF GOD TOWARDS HIS PEOPLE.
"And the childr'cn of Israel said unto the Lord, lYe have s";nned: do Thou
unto us whatsoever seemetl~ good unto Thee; deliver us only, we pray Tl~ee, this
day. And they put away the str-ange gods jr-om among them, and ser-ved the
Lor-d: and H";s soul was gr-";eved for the misery of Isr-ael."-JuDGES x. 15, 16.
IN this chapter we have one of those often-rehearsed instances of Israel's
sinning and repenting, forsaking the Lord to serve other gods, and, in
the day of their calamity, returning back again to Him from whom they
so grievously revolted. The Lord had over and over again appeared on
their behalf to deliver them from the hand of their enemies, which they
could not, and, indeed, were not, permitted wholly to drive out of the
promised land. When the several tribes of Israel came into possession of
their territory, which they had to fight hard for, it is repeatedly recorded
in the 1st chapter of Judges that the inhabitants of the land dwelt among
them, "for they did not drive them out "-" the Oanaanites would dwell
in that land." In some cases the Israelites so far prevailed that the
Oanaanites became tributaries to them. Here we have a type of the)
spiritual Israel of God now; the Oanaanite or old nature does and will
dwell in the heart, and cannot be driven out; it remains as a thorn in
the side until "the hand of the house of J oseph prevails" (Judges i. 35);
then it becomes tributary or kept in subjection, for it is only as Jesus,
our spiritual J oseph, fights for us that WEj gain the mastery over our
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inward cOlTuptions, and come off victorious over the old inhabitants of the
land.
The evil consequences of the Israelites "mingling with the heathen"
was, that "they learned their works:" "They forsook the Lord God of
their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the people round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And they forsook the'
Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. And the anger of t~e Lord was
hot against Israel, and He delivered them into the hands of spoilers that
spoiled them, and He sold them into the hands of their enemies round
about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.
Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for
evil, as the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn unto them: and
they were greatly distressed. Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges,
which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. And
yet they would not hearken unto their judges" (Judges ii. 12-17).
Still the Lord continued to appear on their behalf, in raising up men
who fought their battles and overcame their enemies, until after the death
of Jai!', spoken of in Judges 10th, when they once more fell into tho
grievous sin of idolatry, "and served Baalim and Ashtaroth, and the
gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods
of the children of Amman, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook
the Lord, and served not Him. And the anger of the Lord was hot
against Israel; and He sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and
into the hands of the children of Amman" (v. 6, 7). This was a sad
epoch in their troublous and eventful history; it seemed as if they had
tried the patience of God to the very utmost, and that now He would
perform all His judgments, and fulfil all His threatenings. For eight n
years their enemies were permitted to vex and oppress them, "so that
Israel was sore distressed." 'What could they do in this extremity?
" They cried unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned against thee, both
because we have forsaken ()ur God, and also served Baalim." But the
Lord did not immediately deliver them. No, He condescended first to
reason with them, and to show, from past loving-kindness, how greatly was
their present departure from Him aggravated. "Did not I deliv l' y u from
the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the children of Amman, and
from the Philistines? The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the
Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried to me, and I delivered you out
of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wlterefore I will delive?' you no more. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have
chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation." .Awful
words !-" I will deliver you no more." ~ut let not anyone suppDs8-that
the Lord cbangeil_His mi,nd in the sequel after uttering this terrible
threat. No, our God is unchangeable, and His purposes unalterable; for,
when He is said to repent of anything He intended to do, it is only to
meet our finite understanding, since what He has once pm'posed He
never alters, as He has declared, " Mypurposes shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure."
In His word there are conditional promises and unconditional. The
conditional ones usually refer to temporal matters, and are dependent for
fulfilment upon the commands or precepts by which they are a companied
being kept; for instance, if the children of Israel obEtyed the Lord, and
did not worship strange gods, He would deliver them out of the hand of
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their enemies, bring them into the good land, bless their basket and thElir
store, &c.; but the unconditional promises are those relating to everlasting salva.tion, and are in nowise dependent upon anything the
creature can do: they are firm and sure as the throne of God, being aH
fulfilled in and by Christ Himself, and made over to His blood-bought
family. But, to return to the subject,'
Mter this terrible answer to their cry, the children of Israel, not yet
daunted, " said unto the Lord, We have sinned; du 'fhou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto Thee: deliver us only, we pray Thee, this
day." This was carrying out the injunction our Lord gave in His day,
that" men ought always to pray, and not to faint j" but they not only
prayed, "they put away the strange gods from among them, and served
the Lord!" Then comes the pith of the whole subject: ".And His soul
was grieved for the miseries of israel." One almost feels as if here one
ought to stop j for who can tell the thousandth part of the heart of God
towards His people? for truly, as the poet says : " His heart is full of tenderness,
, His bowels melt with love."
He could not resist their repeated cry, though apparently trying their
faith to the very uttermost before vouchsafing an answer. They had to
cry and cry again, "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it by force."
In due time deliverance came to Israel by means of Jephthah, a most
unworthy instrument as it would appear to human ken, the son of a
harlot; the companion of vain men (see chap. xi.), showing that God often
chooses" base things of the world to confound the mighty, and .foolish
things to confound the wise, that no flesh should glory in His presence."
And thus, as the delivered Israel in ancient times, again and again
does He deliver His spiritual Israel now; and it may be truly said of the
latter as of the former, "In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the
Angel of His presence saved :hem j in His love, and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare them and carried them all the days of old."
But, alas! how often do we vex and grieve His Holy Spirit, so that He
seems to be turned against us; and, in very deed, the hearts of the people
of God are as much given to idolatry now as were the Israelites of old.
We serve other gods, and bow down to them, even idols of our own
creation, which cannot deliver us in the day of trouble; so that if the
heart of God was not towards us for good, we should sink in our misery
when evil comes upon us, as a just chastisement for all our sins. " His
soul was grieved!" Oh, what does not this comprehend? "Grieved for
the misery of Israel!" What depths of sympathy must have stirred
God's heart when He saw us lost and mined by the fall, so that He sent
His well-beloved Son, to become a " Man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief," to redeem us from our misery; "yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
Him, He hath put Him to grief;" and now caR we not say, "Surely He
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows j" yea, His heart is ever
towards us still. In all our wanderings and forgetfulness of Him He
never fails nor forsakes us. Take comfort, then, dear fellow-pilgrims" The clouds ye so much dread,
Are big with mercies, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
D

26

Tlte Gospel jjl[agazine.

. It is but "for a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with gl'ertt
mercies will I gather thee. For the mountains shall depart and the hills
be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy
on thee." May the Lord bless this instructive history to some souls, for
A LITTLE ONE
Ohrist's sake!
Manchester.

POPULAR AND UNPOPULAR FAITH. .!
THE popular faith seems to be that few go to, hell-many go to heaven,
as if the words were to be read, "Staight is the gate, and narrow is the
way which leadeth untodeatk, and few there be that find it" (Matt.
vii. 14); as if it was written, "'Vide is the gate, and broad is the way
that leadeth to salvation, and many th8re be which go in thereat." But,
reader, look at the words, and read them for yourself. The unpopular
faith is, that many go -the way that leadeth to destruction, and that but
few find the narrow way which leadeth unto life. So it is clear that those
who hold the unpopular faith have on their side the teachings of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist; while those who are deluded by the popular faith
are blinded by "the God of this world." The popular faith is, that man is
not so totally ruined by the fall as to be incapable of doing something'
towards his own salvation. The unpopular faith is, that man by nature
is "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1); that his" heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9); that the carnal
mind is enmity against God " (Rom. viii. 7); that his" tongue is a world
of iniquity, full of deadly poison" (James iii. 6-8); that he hates God
(Rom. i. 30); and that while in the flesh he cannot please God (Rom. viii. 8).
An aged person once said to the writer, " We must do a little in between."
Ah, this is the popular faith-this" doing a little in between." According
to the conduct of some, they would have 'Us believe that a good deal must be
done "in between." The Lord have mercy, ifit be His holy will, on these
poor deluded souls who are for ever trying to " do something in between."
When the glorious High Priest offered Himself a sacrifice for the sins of
His people; when single-handed He fought and overcame death and the
devil; when He uttered the precious words, "It is finished;" when He
rose triumphant from the grave, and ascended up on high, leading captivity captive: what did He leave for any poor sinners to do "in
between"? My unpopular faith says with a trumpet voice, "Nothing."
Oh, if anything had been left for us to have done" in between," we must
have been undone for ever. Reader, have you the unpopular faith that
there is nothing required to be done by man" ip. between"? Where is
there any room for this" in between" doing of the creature? Is it in
election ? No. Is it in redemption ? No. Is it in justification ? No.
Is it in regeneration? No. Is it in any part of salvation? No. This
doing" in between" work is an abomination to God; yet how highly
esteemed among men!
The popular faith is, that God loves all alike, and that He has given
all a chance to be saved. The unpopular faith is, that He does not love
all alike, for He says Himself, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I
hated" (Rom. ix. 13), and that in the matter of a sinner's salvation there
is no such thing as chance, he being chosen to it (2 Thess. ii. 13), and
appointed by the Lord to obtain it (1 Thess. v. 9). The popular faith is,
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that man can accept of Ohrist's offers of mercy-repent, believe, and come
to Him now (and as those who hold the popnlar faith phrase it), "this
very moment, this very night, while you are sitting on your seats, decide
at once to be saved." The unpopular faith is, that" a man can receive
nothing except it be given him from heaven" (John iii. 27); that repentance is the gift of the Lord Jesus Ohrist (Acts v. 31) j that no man can
come to the Lord Jesus except drawn by the Father (John vi. 44). The
popular faith with some is, that when a little water is sprinkled by a poor
mortal man, called a priest, upon the face of an infant, that divine grace is
then conveyed by the Holy Spirit to the child's soul effecting its regeneration. The unpopular faith in this great work is, that the will of man has
nothing to do with it, but that it is the sole and whole sovereign work
of God the Holy Ghost (John i. 13). The popular faith is, if a man love
God He will then love him. The unpopular faith is, " We love Him
because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19). The popular faith is, that
God is so merciful as to pardon sinners on the ground of sincere repentance. The unpopular faith is, "that without sheddiI:g of blood is no
remission" (Heb. ix. 22). The popular faith, that were more missionaries
to be sent to preach, more money collected to send them, and more places
built for them to preach in, that a great many more people would be
brought to Ohrist, and thus be saved.
God forbid we should say or write anything against God-sent missionaries, or against collecting money to send them, or against erecting places
for them to preach in. Still unpopular faith believes that all the Father
hath given to HIS Son shall come to Him (John vi. 37); that Ohrist's
sheep 8hall never perish (John x. 28), and that not a hoof shall be left
behind (Exod. x. 26).
Tetbury.
F. F.
A FEW MORE YEARS.
A

FEW more years sllall roll,
A few more seasons come,
And we shall be with those that rest,
Asleep within the tomb.
A few more suns shall set
O'er these dark hills of time,
And we shall be where suns are notA far sereneI' clime.
A few more storms shall beat
On this wild, rocky shore,
And wc shall be where tempests cease,
And surges swell no more.

A few more struggles here,
A few more partings o'er,
A few more toils, a few more tears,
And we shall weep no more.
A few more Sabbaths here
Shall cheer us on our way,
And we shall reaeh the endless rest,
The eternal Sabbath-day.
Then, 0 my Lord, prepare
My soul for tbat great day;
Oh, wash me in Thy precious blood,
And take my sins away.

Printed from" Hymns of Salvation," by the Rev. C. P. Ha=ond.
Park Street, Bristol.

W. Mack, 38,

"I CAME, I saw, I conquered," says Toplady, "may be inscribed by
the Saviour on every monument of grace. I came to the sinner, I looked
upon him, and with a look of omnipotent love I conquered."
SATAN frequently chooses times of afflictions as the fittest season for his
temptation.
D 2
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 1.
" How may I read Scripture with more spiritual profit, so as to see, as I
cannot now, the deeper hidden truths which are so longed for and desired
by the Lord's people?" How many have had some such thoughts as
these, expressed, perhaps, to some minister or Christian friend, and advice is affectionately given, and a prescribed form of Scripture study is,
it may be, laboriously entered upon! Prayer for the Spirit's teaching
would certainly be advised, but used too often in the letter only, becoming
but a mere form. Oh, let us never forget that what is true in the Book'
of Providence, is also true as regards the Book of Inspiration !
" God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
When shall we learn to cease from man, and seek unto the Lord our
God? Do you wish to dig in the deep, full mine of divine truth? What
can your puny arm do in wielding the mattock and pick-axe? But, tf the
gracious Spt'rit gives power to the arm, what a rich store of precious gems
will sparkle before your astonished eyes! whereas, before, you could only
see the matrix in which they were encased.
" Selllf'ch the Scriptures," said our blessed Lord to those around Him,
who He knew were readers; but, from not being seard/M's, they failed in
recognising Him as the Messiah of whom Moses and the prophets did
write.
In the spirit of prayerful searchers for the pearl of great price, the
onyx, and the jasper, and the pure gold of the sanctuary, let us turn to
the" old, old story" of the Creation, with which we are all so familiar
from our very cradles, reading in connexion with it (according to the
Scriptural injunction of comparing spiritual things with spiritual) the
1st chapter of the Gospel according to tlt. John, between which two
chapters and the succeeding ones, both in Genesis and John, a wonderful
harmony seems to exist.
Genesis i. 1: "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth,"
"Beginning," here, of course, has a limited meaning, whereas the same
expression as used by St. John takes our minds far beyond, till we lose
ourselves in the immeasurable ocean of that eternity, when the divine
Word WAS, as perpetual in the continued past of the tense here used, as
the everlasting now is conveyed to our minds by the present tense being
employed by our Lord, in addressing the Jews, in those remarkable
words (which at once bring before us the interview with Moses at the
burning bush), "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I
am" -the infinity of God compared with the finity of man! Prov. viii. 22 :
" The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His way, before His works
of old."
That the very first verse in the Bible should teach the grand doctrine
of'the Trinity is remarkable. (the Hebrew word we translate God being a
plural noun), proving how imperatively God requires us humbly to
receive a mystery which at the same time is beyond our finite powers to
understand.
Verses 2~4, while narrating with exquisite simplicity the first
puttings forth of God's creative powers, are singularly illustrative of a
certain incident in the New Testament story, which we s):J.all find in
Mark viii. 22-25. Speaking of the natural man, the Baptist describes
him thus: "Of the earth earthy, and speaking of the earth." Now.
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"the earth was without form, and void and darkness was upon the face of
the deep "-darkness, indeed, for he was both physically and spiritually
blind; but, as the stillness of creation's chaos was disturhed by the moving
of the Spirit, so was it in the case before us-for, whence came it that this
poor man became dissatisfied with his position? How came lte to know
that he was blind? for certain blind ones of his nation knew it not. "Are
we blind also?" they indignantly exclaimed: and, further, how came he
to put such faith in the despised Nazarene? Because of which faith, &c.,
Bome would tell us, he was healed. Ah, no! the healing really began
when the Spirit moved on the face of the deep, "making him willing in
the day of His power," and giving him the faith which brought him
there. Let us be careful to put things in their proper order, for one
further lesson we learn from this 1st of Genesis is, that our God is a God
of order, and not of confusion. "If we love Him, verily it is because
He first loved us."
Three days elapsed between the creation of light and the creation of
the sun. A little boy once asked his teacher how there could be light
when there was no sun. It was explained to him that there were different kinds of light besides that proceeding from the sun. There was
phosphorescent light, and electric light, and the dim light of the polar
regions, where the Run is never seen for many months, and oil lamps have
to be burnt at mid-day. Of such a nature, we may presume, was the
light which preceded the creation of the sun; and of such a nature undoubtedly was the light which first visited the orbs of the blind man,
when Jesus made clay and touched his eyes; dim indeed! for he "saw
men as trees walking." Ah, can we not look back to those early days
when we were first led to Jesus, when the Spirit first began to move and
trouble our false peace? We saw men, alas! only-not the Lord. The
minister or Christian friend were had recourse to. Something we must do
ourselves; and at once there were prayers oft, and religious rights and
duties were multiplied! Truly a man-ward glance only!-all a moving
earthly panorama-Cl men as trees walking." But the mystic three days
are past, and "He by whom all things were made, and without whom
nothing was made that was made," again puts forth His creative power,
and, 10, how different is it with him now:-an upward gaze! He made
him look up, and the first Being who stood unveiled before him was Him
who is the Light of Life. Observe the expression used, not he (the once
blind man) looked up, but He, Jesus, made him look up, for" He giveth
power to the faint, and to them that hath no might He increaseth
strength." Now order reigns were all was confusion before; the eyes
having first rested on Jesus, and looked upwards, may now look down, for
they will no longer see men as trees walking, but being "restored, will
Bee every man clearly."
Just one thought more before we pass away from this most instructive and touching narrative. The first thing our Lord did when this blind
man was brought to Him, was to take him by the hand and lead him out
of the town. Mark well that little word lead. He did not entrust him to
some careful guide, bidding him go and promising to follow, but He
accompanied him Himself; and the clasp of the hand, and the sound of
the footsteps beside him, assured the blind man that the Lord was there,
though he doubtless wondered why he was led away he knew not whither.
" He leads the blind by a way that they know not, and in paths that they
have not known." How often has this been the experience of God's
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people! Some mysterious leading I-they cannot perhaps see who is
leading, nor why nor whither they are being led. Oh, how those three
W's-the Who, the Why, and Whither-harass and trouble our querulous spirits! What saith the Holy Ghost? "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, hecause he trusteth in Thee."
Verse 4: "God saw the light that it was good, and God divided the
light from the darkness." Compare this with 2 Cor. vi. 14 and following
verses, still keeping in view the spiritual parallel of that other "workmanship" of God we have just been considel'ing, of those who are
created in Christ Jesus, with whom "all old have passed away, and all
things have become new."
God divides the light from the darkness when the Holy Ghost speaketh
in this wise: "What communion hath light with darkness? and what
concord hath Christ with Belial? and what agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God. Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing. For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, and have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness. Ye are all the children of light and
the children of the day; we are not of the night nor of darkness."
In verses 11, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 24, we find that the new created earth
was to be fruit-bearing, the heavenly bodies had their appointed work,
and the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea, the beasts and cl'eeping things
were to be fruitful and multiply; and the earth was to bring forth grass
and herb-yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit; and so
we read in Rom. vi. 22: "Being now made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness." "Abide in me, and I
in you," says the Saviour. "As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide in me. He
that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.
Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit."
Some of this fruit-bearing, in its spiritual connexion, we shall consider
(if the Lord will) in our next paper, viz.: "Thoughts on the Gospel of
St. John."
M. C. O. .
A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE WORD OF GOD.
"Rich, free, and 80vereign graoe."-EZElUEL xxxvi. 17.
THE Lord here speaks of the wickedness of Israel, while they dwelt in
their own land, and of the judgments which He poured upon them, even
till they were scattered in the land of their enemies; and then He goes
on to show that they continued still in their wickedness, and, even in the
enemy's land, profaned His holy name. And what does the Lord do
with them? Does He destroy them utterly? Oh, no! He remembers
His own holy name. He remembers that Israel is His inheritance. He
determines to show pity upon Israel, and to make the heathen know that
He is the Lord. But who is to begin this work? Will Israel repent of
His sins, and cry to God for mercy?
" No sinner can be beforehand with Thee:
Thy grace is preventing, almighty, and free."
The work is the Lord's u'om beginning to end. HE must sprinkle the
clean water j from filthiness and from idols, HE must cleanse them; the
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new heart and the new spirit He must give them'; and the stony heart,
HE must take it away. HE declares that He will put within them His
Spirit; that HE will restore them to their country, and prove to them
that they are His people, and that He is their God; that He will give to
them all temporal mercies, the fruit of the tree, and the fruit of the field.
And what then?
" Then the sense 'of blood·bought pardon
Soon dissolves the heart of stone."
" THEN shall ye remember your own evil ways, and doings that were not
good, and shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities
and your abominations."
And when the Lord hath done this for the poor sinner, whether under
the old or under the new dispensation, then the pardoned soul will sing:
" Oh, tell me no more of this world's vain store!
The time for such pleasures with me now is o'er:
A country I've found where true joys abound,
And to dwell I'm determined in this happy ground.
" And when I'm to die, receive me, I'll cry;
For Jesus hath loved me-I cannot tell why;
But this I can find, we two are so joined,
He'll not be in glory, and leave me behind."
Behold the prophet! the preacher of the Lord's Word! The hand of
the Lord was upon him, and the hand of Ihe Lord is upon everyone of His
sent servants. The hand of the Lord carried him out in the Spirit of the
Lord, and set him down in the midst of the valley, which was full of
bones. Notice here: there were many valleys in the land of Israel, but
there was ()ne especial valley in which the prophet must preach; there
were doubtless other valleys which were full of bones, but mention is here
made of THIS valley, which was full of bones. And every minister of the
Lord Jesus Christ is directed by the Spirit where to go and where to
preach. This valley was full of dry bones; that is, of poor, hardened,
dead sinners-none alive among them; they were all dead, and not dead
corpses merely, but dry bones-the flesh was gone from them. Like dead
sinners they made no professions, and they were very many; not buried in
the earth, but exposed in the open valley, and they were very dry; and
the Spirit of the Lord put down the prophet in the very midst of them.
Did the prophet immediately begin to work? Did he at once unfold
his message,? As yet he had no work set before him; as yet he had
r8ceived no message from the Lord. But the Lord was with him,
and the Lord's work must begin with the prophet himself. Jehovah
must teach His servant ere the servant can teach His people. And it
is not enough that the prophet is the servant of the Lord generally, but he
must be trained for the special occasion; and so the Lord caused him to
" pass by them round about." And does not the Lord cause His servants
now to -do the same? He selects for them their sphere of labour; He sets
them down in the midst of it, and causes them to take a survey of the
work before them. And does it not often happen that the soul of the
minister is cast down at the prospect before him? He sees a people sunk
in sin, in sensuality, and, perhaps, in infidelity; and groans of anguish
gush from his soul, as he exclaims: "Horror hath taken hold of me,
hecause of the wicked which forsa,ke Thy law." But he would not fly
from the work, for it is the Lord who has set him in the place.
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There are those who do not love to minister amidst these scenes of
death; they long to be where souls are alive, and where there are otlwl'
living ministers with whom they can hold sweet converse, with whom
they can take sweet counsel, and from whom they may receive encouragement and support; but the Lord's servant must be where his Master sets
him down, even though it be in the valley of dry bones, where there is no
other prophet; where the people are not only all dead, but where their
bones are all dr·y. But let the minister of Chl'ist never forget that all the
work is the Lord's.
Now for the trial of the prophet's faith. 1' he Lord says, "Son of
man, can these dry bones live?" Has not the same question often occurred
to the mind of God's servant since that time? As he looks around hiB
people, and beholds them in their sins-as he remembers his own
weakness, the depravity of human nature, and the temptations of tIle
enemy-has he not often said, " Can these dry bones live?" But let
him remember, HE has only to declare the Lord's message, and it is tIle
{ Lord who is responsible for the result-it is the Lord who performs tJJO
, worK. The Lord asks the question, and the reply is, "0 Lord God, Than
knowest." The prophet has not suffici·ent faith to say, "Yes, they can
live," and he has too much faith to reply in the negative, and therefore he
resolves all into God's knowledge, "0 Lord God,. Thou knowest." And
now the message begins, "Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them,
o ye dry bones, hear the Word of the Lord." Did the prophet reply,
" They are dead and lifeless; they cannot hear?" Oh, no. He remembered, "The hearing ear, the Lord hath made it," and "He that hath
ears to hear, let him hear." Neither did the prophet set before them
their dry and deadened state, nor did he show them that it was their duty
to be up and doing, nor did he exhort them to live to God. He delivers
the Master's message: "0 ye dry bones, hear the ""Vord of the Lord."
And what was the Word of the Lord? what was the message which they
were to receive? What did the prophet call upon them to do? Vid he
call upon them to do any thing, either natural or spiritual ? No, the
declaration was of johat the Lord would do for them, "Thus saith the Lord
unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, alid ye
shall live ; and I will lay sinews upon you, and will put flesh upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live, and
ye shall know that I am the Lord." How full of mercy is this declaration! And how beautiful are the feet of them that bring glad tidings of
Gospel salvation through free and sovereign grace, who do not call upon
i· dead sinners to perform acts of LIVING MEN, but who rejoice in the Lord's
message," I will," and "YE shall."

i

" Oh, for this love, let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
Their Saviour's praises speak!'

Ilennett, Marlborough.

J.F. P.

THE first mention made of Satan is in Gen. iii. 12. Eve listened to his
temptations, fell into his snares, and so brought sin and death upon herself and her posterity. The curse was threatened, and, having been
incurred, it fell upon a whole wodd.
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PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS.
DEAR MR. EDlTOR,,.-YOllr leader in the Magazine for November was
used by the Huly Ghost to bring to my remembrance several solemn interviews which I had with a deal: friend and brother in the faith of Jesus. He
was a wan that did earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the
saints. His knowledge of, and love to, the doctrines of sovereign grace, and
his skill in defending them against gainsayers, was of no common order.
Indeed, I have many times admired his zeal, and the ease with which he
penetrated disputed points in covenant verities, and the perspicuity of his
arguments, if not to convince, yet to silence his opponents.
But after some months' intimacy with my friend, to my surprise, I found
at times we clashed in our views, even upon points in which at uther
times we seemed to be in unison. This led me to ask myself, what could
be the reason, and to search to find out where the fault was, whether in
him or in me; for to meet him, and before we parted to jar with him,
this, to me, was painful.
One day we met, as usual, and, in answer to his question, I told him I
was well in body, but in my soul I was dreary, dead, dark, and miserable.
I wanted the Holy Ghost to do for me what David felt he wanted, and
made him cry out, "Quicken me, 0 Lord, for Thy name sake; for Thy
righteousness sake, bring my soul out of trouble; " and, as Paul hath said,
"Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." " Ah ! my friend,
this is what I want: the renewing of the Holy Ghost, for I am like
Gideon's fleece-unwatered and dry; and it is not in my power to remove
this barrenness. I want the Lord the Spirit to be to me, in me, and felt
by me, as He hath promised: 'I will be as the dew unto Israel; he shall
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon; , for, until He is unto
me what He has here promised to be, I know I must continue in dark
places, as they that be dead of old; for it is not in my power to hold my
soul in life, nor to keep it lively."
" Tush," said my friend, "I know what you want, but I am better
taught. You want to strut about in your robes, rings, jewels, and finery.
I am content to be without these things, because I know, 'Once in Christ,
in Christ for ever.
" , He is my Sun, tho' He refuse to shine,
. Tho' for a moment He depart,
For ever I dwell on His heart,
For ever He on mine.'
" Here I am ever at rest, nor do I at my time indulge questionings;
rather I give to the winds my fears, and the wind carries them away; I
hope and am undismayed, for I know that 'the foundation standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His.' "
"And is it so, then; and is my friend a stranger to the good fight of
faith? Oh! do remember, my friend, that there is the fight of faith, as
well as the sight of faith. But you seem to be always feasting, and never
fighhng-always triumphing, never wrestling-always joyful, but never
, going forth weeping' ; and if so, then you have no tears for the Lord to
put into His bottle, as David had; nor for Him to wipe away, according
to His precious promise."
"And is my friend, then, in soul enjoyment at all times, upon the
mount of vision? Has not your faith been, and is it not now at times,
tried as with fire j that it might at the appearing of Jesus Christ be found
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unto praise, honour, and glory? Depend upon it, that all the visions of
everlasting love are not unfolded upon the mount. Oh, no, there is the
valley of vision, as well as the mountain of prospect. The Lord has
exalted many a valley in my affections, by the gracious lessons He has
taught me there, and by the endearing manifestations of Himself, in His
wisdom, love, and faithfulness."
" I am as sure of this as I am of my own existence, that the Lord leads
His children about in providence, and in soul He makes them to pass
through many changes, that they may be humbled by a knowledge of
what poor weathercocks they are, and also to know the stability of His
covenant love.
" , My soul through many changes goes;
His love no variation knows.'
"If we did not pass through many changes, and were not' emptied from
vessel to vessel,' and made to go into captivities, we should soon 'settle
upon our lees'; our taste would remain of ourselves, and in ourselves;
and our scent would be unchanged."
"I know," he said, "what you are driving at; but I know also that I
shall never sink; so low as to call in question my interest in the covenant
of grace."
"I do not want my friend to call this in question; but I would say,
'Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.' David was
as deeply taught in spirituals, and as highly favoured with communion,
as you and I judge that he exceeded you; yet, before he had finished his
triumphs in the Lord's favour, that had made 'his mountain to stand so
strong that he said he should never be removed,' yet he was oblig-ed to
confess, 'Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was troubled'; that' He will
by no means clear the guilty.'
"You must remember I told you, when the Lord spoke these words
into my heart, that I was greatly distressed by the terrors of the law.
And, when those words were spoken in me, there was such a light given
to me that I distinctly saw the settlements of the everlasting covenant
that took place between God the Father and His Christ. In that covenant
Jesus was set up the Wisdom-Mediator, and all my sins were put upon
Him, and they were so charged to His account, and reckoned Hi , as
though He was the only guilty one, and I was as truly free from guilt a
thoug-h I had never had one single lust in my heart. Now the guilt of
all my sins being imputed to Jesus, and found upon Him, He must and
did endure the penalty, and by His own blood made the atonement which
justice demanded; therefore I was not guilty, neither in myself, because
Jesus was made sin.for me; nor yet in Him, because He had put it away
by the sacrifice of Himself. Now, never since that revelation have I had
one doubt of my interest in the covenant love of God the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost."
" But has not my friend at times wanted, and felt that he needed, a
new edition, or a renewing of this by the Holy Ghost? "
"Oh, no! I know the covenant that secures my salvation is 'order din
all things and sure.' Thie is enough for me; and here I look and rest,
come what may."
"Now let me tell my friend that I want daily-renewings, visitings, and
watering-; yes, every moment, 01' I soon becomo dry, and painfully feel
I want the promise again to be fulfilled, 'I will pour water upon him
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.' It is not sufficient to
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satisfy me, for the Lord to do this for me once in my pilgrimage; no, I
want Him to do it over and over again. It is not enough for the Lord to
shine upon me once, and then to hide His face; for, when His faee is
hidden, then my trouble begins. I have been so beclouded by Satan and
my own unbelieving heart, that I have called in question the sweetest
and most glorious manifestations of love the Lord has ever indulged me
with.
"I know that when the Holy Ghost's witnessing impressions with our
spirit, or hidden man of the heart, are suspended, then our spirit falters.
We may try to call to remembrance the soul-satisfaction, refreshment,
and rest we have found by and in the application of some portion of the
word of truth; but, instead of drawing comfort from this source, it is
discomfort. Ah! when I have tried this, Satan has started in my thoughts
the question, 'But how do you know that what at such a time you
thought was so blessed, and you set it down as a token for good, was
really of the Lord? How do you know that it was not of Satan, or of
your own deceitful heart, that thus put a cheat upon you? or the mere
strength of your memory, retaining a recollection of what you have read
or heard read? ' Remember, it is a fearful thing to be deceived in the e
matters, although to flesh it is very congenial. 'fhe man of wisdom does
not only ponder upon the end of his race, that he might be established in
that, but also the paths of his feet; that his ways may be established in
, running with patience the race that is set before him.' "
" Ah !" said my friend, "you talk very glibly; but you will never
make me believe that I can ever sink so low as to question my interest in
the covenant love of the Eternal Three in God, or that I have not' passed
from death unto life.' Suppose I was in debt, and was shut up in prison,
and a friend was to pay my debt, and set me at liberty, do you think it
could be possible for me to question whether I was at liberty or not at
liberty? "
" Such a carnal figure as that you have now brought before me will
never illustrate, with truthful propriety, the mystery of God the Spirit's
ministry in soul-experience. I am willing to allow my friend to retain,
for his own solace, all that he can find in such a figure that he might
think is in his own favour. But my friend must admit that a man might
be a freed man bodily, walking at large, and he may be worth his thousands; yet, if he is labouring under a disease mentally, this of necessity
will lead him to judge, though he is in fetters, that he is free; and, if
he is free, that he is still "in fetters; and the man of riches to be anticipating that he shall die in the Union. Now, do remember, my friend, )
that the soul hath its diseases as well as the body; and, when some of
our soul-diseases preponderate, we painfully feel the power; nor is the '
soul able tu resist the ravages. Oh, no! the great Physician, 'I am the
Lord that healeth thee,' if He does not step in, the case is hopeless; but,
when He comes, the soul can sing, 'Bless the Lord, who forgiveth all thy
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.'
"Let the palsy disease. of doubting come upon my friend, and very
sure I am that he will find it to be more than a match for all the past
visits of the Lord and applications of His promises. And this brings to
my recollection what a dear aged saint, fifty years gone by, told me. I.
, Ah! ' she said, 'you are young in the school of Jesus. You have much f
to learn before you will understand experimentally the coming and going
ofthe Lord's operations in the soul.' Sometimes the Lord has applied, to

J

j

36

. Tlte Gospel jlfagazmc.

cheer my drooping heart, a precious portion of Scripture, and I have put
a pin by that portion. Then He has applied another portion, and I have
put a pin by that also, until I have had a heap of pin-marks. Then,
when I have been brought low, I have thought about my pins, and
turned over the book to look at them, hoping to find a something to cheer
me; but no, there has been no dew, no life, no light, no power, no sweetness, as before; and I have turned away mourning. ' The Comforter that
should relieve my soul is far removed.' And in this state, be it as long
as it may, I am obliged to remain, until the Lord favours me with a new
applicatory visit; and, when I am thus indulged, then I turn to my pincushion, and use another pin, to mark that portion. But sometimes when
I come to that portion to mark it, I find an old pin-mark there already:
then I know what Jesus means by the householder bringing out of his
treasure things new and old; yes, new, as the Spirit makes them new."
" Ah ! " said my friend, "you are wrong;" and we parted afterwards
for many long months: he shunned my company. But one day, when I
was passing by his door, he called for me to stop; but, my time being
limited, I told him, if spared, I would call upon him on the morrow.
The following morning, as the clock was striking nine, I called upon him;
and he said, "Oh, how I have longed to see you, that I might tell you
some of the dreadful conflicts my soul has passed through since I saw
you last."
I replied, "Has my friend been made to feel the truth of some of those
things that were spoken at our last interview which made you frown;
and, turning away from me, say, 'That you would never believe such
stuff?' "
" Hush! hush!" said my friend. " Oh, don't say a single word about
it. I am ashamed to think how I treated you and your statements.
Don't lacerate my feelings by repeating anything that I then said. I
acknowledge I was ignorant experimentally of those things spoken by
you. I thought you were a poor groveller, but that I was living and
soaring in an element that exempted me from those tormenting conflicts
you sometimes spoke about."
" Are you, then, at liberty, my friend, now to tell me something about
this matter?"
" Why," said he, "I wanted to tell you, and that has made me anxious
to see you. For some months my soul was shut up in darkness. The
doctrines of grace, that had been honey and milk to me, were dry breasts.
I was overwhelmed with all manner of despairing thoughts, and filled
with intricate questionings. I felt myself to be a poor, lost, helpless,
hopeless sinner, deluded, as I thought, and deceived by my own heart,
and the father of lies and liars. All that I ever had, or thought I had
enjoyed, of joy and peace in believing, was nothing but delusion; and the
more I f'trove to put away these despairing thoughts, the deeper I should
sink in my feelings. And this continued to be my dreadful state day and
night, at home and abroad, until I was weary of life. ' Oh,' I said, 'I
must destroy myself, I cannot live under this dreadful load.' But, when
at any time I came to a determination to commit the fearful crime of
suicide, you would alway be presented as standing before me; and I
should then say, ' Oh, what will my dear friend say when he comes to
hear of my end? Oh, how he will be wounded and distressed! ,;(. These
• And how often has this very thought-the thought of the stumbling-block it would
throw in the way, and the anguish it would awaken in many a tried one's heart-been that
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thoughts many times were made to ease my anguish, and free me from
the determination of self-murder. But my distress of soul would return
again with additional weight, and I have said, 'I cannot nor will I live
under such distress.'
. " One night I plotted that I would leave my bed, and just as I was about
to rise stealthily, fearing my wife might wake up and want to know what
I was going to do, the words came with power, 'Nevortheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to
fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out
of my lips.' Oh, the words' nevertheless' and' my loving-hndness,' these
words to me were soul-ravishing words; they filled me with astonishment,
wonder, love, and praise. ' Oh,' I thought, 'I must rise from my bed
now, but not to go and destroy myself; no, but to see if I could find these
words anywhere in the Bible, and that I might be sure the words read
exactly as they had been applied to me ; and,' I said, 'if they do read as I
think they do, then shall I be satisfied they were spoken by the Lord.' I
had not searched long before I found the words, and saw to my joy that,
as the words were left upon record in the book, in the same order they
were spoken home to my heart.
H My tears are not surface tears, but then tears of love, admiration,
and gratitude, flowed in streams; and my wife came down to me to
i)lquire if anything was the matter; but I was obliged to turn away from
her, and walk out into the barton. I wanted no person then to be present
with me; I had the Lord's presence, and that was all I wanted. Nay,
the presence of a fellow-creature, be it who it may, was a burden to me;
it interrupted that soul-delight which I found in looking to and upon the
Lord, speaking to Him, telling Him how I loved Him, blessed Him,
adored Him, wondered at His long-suffering towards me, and wanted to
be with Him, where night and darkness shall never come.
" By what I have passed through, I now see that in the covenant ot
grace there is a Third Person, as well as God the Father and the Son; ,
and that Third Person is God the Spirit. And God the Spirit has,
according to covenant settlements, a work to do in earth, even as Jesus
had a work to do on earth. And the Holy Ghost begins and canies 01}.
His own work in earth, or in the soul, by quickening into life; then by
working over again in me, by way of revelation, and witnessing the sealing applications of what Jesus has meritoriously in His life, death,
righteousness, and blood, done for me, without me: then I know what
it is experimentally" , To be steadfast in believing,
Yet to tremble, fear, and quake;
Every moment be receiving
Strength, and yet be always weak.

, To be fighting, fleeing, turning,
Ever sinking, yet to swim;
To converse wi th Jesus, mourning
For myself, or else for Him.'

" I hope I know now that the Lord hath set the day of prosperity and
the day of adversity one over against the other, to the end that man
should find nothing after him."
"OLD PILGRIM."
special and peculiar means which the Lord, in an unseen but most effectual way, adopted
for restraining the tempted, in connexion with some of His most awful and deadly temptations. And what was this, even at such a juncture, but jealousy for His Lord's honour,
and love to and interest in His dear family?-En.
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
OUTLINE OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER.

"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.· For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the Church: and
He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore as the Church is sltbject unto Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing."-EpH. v. 22-24.
BUT there is a more wonderful marriage than this-the marriage between
Ohrist and His Ohurch; the only indissoluble union. Christ has a Church
with which He is in union; and the most important inquiry is whether
you belong to that Church, and so are in union with Christ. The Lord
prayed in John xvii., "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in
me, and I in Thee." What a blessed union is this! Believers are
"bound up in the bundle of life with the Lor!! God." And what does
this mean? That all the rest are left out. But how is this binding
together in the bundle of life realized? By getting life out of Him; by
finding life in Him. And" when Ohrist, who is your life, shall appear,
you also shall appear with Him in glory;" and" when He shall appear,
you shall be like Him, as He is:" so are you now, for He says, "Because
I live, ye shall live also;" "As He is, so are we." As He fared in this
world, so shall we; as He was, so must we be; and as He was bound in
the bundle of life, so are we-united in everlasting bonds.
Now I would draw your attention to the context. Ohrist as the Husband
is the Head of the wife, and Christ is the Wisdom of the Ohurch. If you
have any wisdom, it lies in your head; and it is your head that guides,
directs, and governs your body. The head is the great teacher and
director of the body, and, ri~ht or wrong, the body is under the influence
pf the head. Now, is this the nature of your union with Christ? Does
He direct you, govern, guide, rule, and deliver you? Do you look to Him
as your Wisdom, your Counsellor to lead you in all things? Do you live in
communion with Him? Do you fly to Him to receive out of His fulness
all you need? Do you pray to Him, and find your prayers answered,
and thus prove Him to be the living God and your living Head? Ah, this
is experimental proof as to what Jesus is! This is heart-teaching. I
know the letter of the word, God's record is very va!uable, very precious;
but it is only one witness; you must bring t..wo :witn~§ses into curt-there
must be God's record in His Word, and God's record in the heart, for God
gives His people a feeling religion.
But we have here not only Headship but Subjection. "Therefore, as
the Church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands." Very comprehensive words. Wives, think of this! "In every thing
be subject to your husband." Now the Apostle asserts the point here:
" Therefore, as the Church is subject unto Christ." This is as much as
to say, Christ is the Ruler and Governor of His Church, however things
may appear to contradict this. Some wives are very rebellious: they
have not learned obedience, they do not submit to their hnsbands. Carry
this up to the Church of God; there are some very rebellious members
I who rebel against the Headship of Christ, and who cannot submit to His
will in all things; who pray, " Thy will be done," but want their own all
the time. Then see what God has to do for you. He must bring you
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down, humble' you, teach you submission and subjection, and bring you
into union with His will-" Not my will, but Thine be done." When the
Lord puts forth His power He will make you submit to Him. No rebellion then. God's people, when left to themselves, soon go astray, soon
fall into mischief, soon rebel against His authority. My dear hearers, I
know it from my own heart. I know what you are by what I feel. A
man that does not know his own heart is not fit to speak to others-not
that I speak of my own fitness in any respect. The Ohurch of God is a)
rebellious wife; and, though a subject of Divine grace, yet His people are
often found in heart-rebellion against Him in many things. Now, have
you been brought here, where our dear Lord was, to say, "My meat and
my drink is to do the will of my Father?" "~h,'-'-.!'!l:.LY..2u,.'~_thise1,lts me
off. I am wayward, sinful, earthly; it is not' my meat and drink toao
tlI-e will of my Father.'" Friends, I know it! You love your ease; you love
self;' you-have little heart for God. "Well, there you are, rating again,"
say you" at us!" But don't you deserve it? And what says my Lord to
me? "Show my people their transgressions." Yea, I must, whether
people like it or not. Man by nature does not know himself. God must
show him what he is, and then what is the result?-Fall down-on- your
. knees, 'and confess yourself a wretch under a feeling sense of sinfulness. ))
This is to be brought into subjection to Ohrist, the Husband of the Ohurch.
But what is your spirit? I speak to the children of God. You say,
" Thy will be done," yet want your own all the time; hence the conflict
within. But as to you who are unregenerate, you want your own will,
and never care about having the will of God done in you and by you.
You have a religion of your own that satisfies you, and you want none
other. But God must make you sick of your religion. He must show
you what a wretch you are, and make you cry out for pardon. Ah, this is
God's religion. It makes people humble and honest; it sends them tll
Jesus; it sickens them of self; and such a religion, begun by Him, He
will carry on and perfect. Now this is true subjection. The Lord bring
you to it, and give you to realize Jesus as your Husband, Brother, Friend,
your all; and then your hearts say, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee,
and there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee."
Now come to another point-Ohrist's love of the Ohurch. Husbands,
love your wives, even as Ohrist loved the Ohurch. Here is the extent of
His love-the Church, not the world. And what is a Ohurch? A body
of people separated from others. A Ohurch signifies a shutting in and a
shutting out: a separation. It also means a gathering- together in one
place; an assembly of persons united for worship. Now a Ohurch is
strictly illustrated by the ark: there was a shutting in and a shutting out;
a gathering together of one family, all related by ties of blood. This
family alone shut in, and all the world shut out. This is the Ohurch of
God. The family in the ark did not shut themselves in. We read God
shut them in. You cannot shut your:lelf into Ohrist; nor, blessed be God,
can you shut yourself out. When did He shut this family into Ohrist?)
Before all worlds in eternity. Ohosen in Ohrist, implanted in Ohrist, and
g-iven to Ohrist to be saved with an everlasting salvation; one with Jesus.
The Ohurch of God is not alone; no, His Ohuch was ever with Him.
Jesus in union with His Bride is the Church of God; and thence she is
called to know Him and love Him and enjoy Him through a blissful
eternity. Now, if you have been called to know and see something of vile \ •
self and of a precious Ohrist, you can trace back all this to the shutting .
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in before all worlds. It is not a matter of time, but of eternity. God did
it when the covenant of grace was planned by the Eternal Three; and
you, who have fled to Christ for refuge as a poor hell-deserving, feelinglylost sinner, were thus shut in. Poor broken-hearted sinners, who see and
feel their helplessness, are all shut in by God as securely as N oah and his
, family were shut in the ark. What a mystery it is that poor humbled
sinners, tormented with fears about the love of God and their acceptance,
who think it impossible God could ever love such wretches, should be the
\ very people whom God has shut in! the very people God loves and has
determined to save! "We have known and believed the love of God to
us," said the Apostle; and this is the work of God. But you cannot
receive it: you think God is displeased with you on account of your sins,
and that He can never love a wretch like you. Now, the love of God
implanted in your soul would turn out these fears, and teach you to say,
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath loved us!" But even
after that, you would be the subject of fears. ~er till Y9y-gep above
,~'ill you be out of the reach of temptation; never till then will you be
satisfied. Evil will be too mighty for you here, but there you will have
no drawbacks; the elder brother, old nature, shall then be turned out for
ever; but while here grace and natUIe must conflict it together all the
~aY. Nature is really the younger, because grace is a heaven-born principle and before all time; as the occupant, it is the younger because
the last given to the believer, and nature comes before grace; "But the
elder shall serve the younger." Jacob shall get before Esau, and prove
(God's first-born at last. But many are the sinkings and fears and doubts
'1of the children of God; often is it low-water mark with them, but the tide
Iflowsagain, and grace springs up, and the soul triumphs in a delivering God.
Oh, how all this sickens us of self, and loosens the hold of the world, and
draws the heart to the home where the strife will be no more. " Christ
loved the Church." In that song of songs, Oanticles, you have these
words: "Many waters cannot quench love." This refers to the love of
Ohrist; and those whom He loves He implants His love, and nothing
shall quench it. The two disciples going to Emmaus, said, "Did not our
heart burn within us," &c. Why, when the Lord draws nigh and talks
now to His people the same effects are wrought in the heart, and many
waters cannot drown the sweet remembrance of it; and, if a man were to
give all his house for this love, it would be utterly despised. But Ohrist
gave more than His house, He gave Himself. He loved with an everlr.sting love, and a love that shall last for ever. He gave Himself up to
'men and devils. He stopped at nothing to save His Ohurch. That was
the sponge that absorbed all the love-the chosen family, the election of
grace. Are you OIle of the elect? "Oh," say you, "what a question to
put to us!" Well, the Apostle Paul said, "Make your calling and
election sure;" and I suppose it is no harm for me to put the question to
you as to what experience you have of it. But whether you think it
harm or not, I tell you this upon the authority of God's Word, you will
never be saved unless you are God's elect. He saves none else. Then
say you, "I am lost, for I don't know whether I am one of the elect;
indeed, my feeling is that I am not." Stop, now! There are many
degrees in experience and in knowledge. There are steps in grace; and as
we ascend the ladder, and as God reveals His truth, sc> we take in the
Gospel to our soul's peace, till at last we get so high as to say, "Abba,
Father, my Lord and my God!" and this is to know our election of God.
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But have you ever had your foot placed upon the first step, the fir§t round
of the ladder of grace? And what is that? To see yourself a lost, ri:lhled"
hell-deserving smner. That's the first round; all the elect of God, all the)
8pirit-taug-ht family begin here. They don't begin with the kn(}wledge'
of their election, ~ut with the knowledge of their sinne~ship. It is then
God begins with the soul. Now, almost all acknowledge--that they are
sinful; but all are not sensible sinners, made feeling sinners, as to
abhor themselves. This God works in the heart of all His elect, and all
such are brought at last to see that peace and pardon are theirs. This is
not man's teaching, but God's; and this God works in the soul when He
regenerates it. Once your sins gave you no trouble; bound hell-ward,
full of the world, and in love with all God hated, the enemy blinded your
eyes to think you were all right, and so you' loved your sins; but God
comes into the soul, and sets us at war with all we were .once at peace
with, and then He turns out the great power of Satan, and sets up His
kingdom in the heart, and all this because "Christ loved the Church."
Here lies the secret of the drawings' of the Father, and all the teachings
of the way; and then the time appointed of God comes when the poor
sinner is enabled to say with the Apostle, "Who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." Many get heal!ed of their wounds without this; but
now, if this is your state, a sensible sinner-see that you are not satisfied
short of this-the testimony of,the Spirit, by which you will be enabled
to say, "Who loved me, and gave Himself for me;"

"FOLLOW THOU ME."-JoHN

XXI.

22.

JESUS loved Peter, and Peter loved Jesus; but Peter's love had been
eclipsed and called in question by his three sad denials of Jesus; and, as
Jesus loved him freely and unchangeably still, and plainly showed it, so
.Jesus would have Peter to show the reality of his repentance, and thereality of his love, by three distinct and public professions of his love.
Before the three denials, Peter had said that so great was his love for
.Jesus, that he was ready even to die for Him or with Him. Jesus now
tells him that he shall die for Him, declaring that the mode of Peter's
death would resemble that death which He himself had endured on the
cross. Thus informed as to the way in which he should die, curiosity )
moved him to ask for information about the manner in which John, -his
fellow-disciple, should close his earthly career. At once, however, Jesus
repressed this prying curiosity by an appeal to His own sovereign will,
teaching us that the Prince of Life, having the keys of death and hell, it
will ever be our wisdom and consolation to walk by faith rather than by
sight. Jesus showed, moreover, that as the future is, for the most part,
wisely concealed from us, we are to leave that future with God, and to
attend to the plain and important injunction addressed, not to Peter only,
but to each disciple-" Follow thou me!" And, beloved, there is nothing
harsh or unreasonable in the injunction. Our dear Lord and Master does
not require us to tread the appointed path alone. From first to last, ...
through all the way, He Himself will lead, and we are simply to follow.
He will thus be not only with us, but will also go before us. The Shepherd goeth before the sheep, and leadeth them out. He leads them out
of the bondage of sin and Satan, out of the regions of darkness and death,
out of the deadly snares and delusions of a sinful world. Nay, more, He
E
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'7lot only leads them out, but at first, on finding the wandering sheep, He
lifts it to His shoulders, carries it out of danger, and conveys it home,
l'ejoicing over the lost one found. Then, afterwards, He leads that sheep
in the path of righteoll-sness; generating holiness in the affections, holiness in the convelJBation, holi;ness in tl).e life.. He leads to the green pastures ,in 1lhe rich and fertile fields of Scripture... Led thither, how sweetly
and j.oyfully does tj:J.esoul feed en the rich provisions of covenant love!
How dear the !Divine counsels, how exceedingly precious the promises,
how delightful the precepts, when thus under the divine influence! Oh.
how.sweet thus io be led-led by the Spirit of Ohrist, led by His holy
Wora, led by an enlightened ,consci,ence, and led by an ever-watchful
Providence! And, then, how.sa.tisfying and comforting to know and feel
that He leads His people "by the right way "-that though the way be
long, narrow, thorny, and rough, it is the best way, the safe way,
the King's highway, the way of holiness, the way of peace, and
the way home! In such a way, with such :a Leader, shall we not
gladly follow? Granted that the WHy is often to us the way of suffering, demanding selfcdenial, the crossing of our wins, the subj ection
of sense and feElling to faith; yet "it is given" to us as a privilege,
and for our profit, "to suffer " (Phil. i. 29). No' suffe'li'ing to believers is
really accidental. It is appoi'll.ted (1 Thes. iii. 3). It is necessary. It is
.all for good. 'We must, tlD:ough much tribulation, enter the kingdom.
And" if ,we suffer with Him, we shall also be glorified together." So
then, ·tried believcrs, glory-" an exceeding and eternal weight of glory"
-will soon succeed present suffering. The inconvenience to thee of trial
,willsoonend,the pl'ofit of it will last for ever. Then." Come joy or come sorrow, whate'er may be£w1,
··One 'hOWl' with my God will make 1:lP £01' all."
Though:thy heart bleeds with sorrow-:-though, from loss or bereavement,
thy heart may at times well nigh 1?l!eak,s~i.l1 rest in the LorQ.-own the
supremacy of' Ohrist, by yielding submissiveiy to Him. Instl'lad of speculating needlessly, or giving ,license to a vain curiosity a'pout w4at does
not concern us, follow thou Him-f While others follow. t~e'devices and
desires of their own hearts; while others follow a m1,lltitucl.e to do evil,
and others again follow evil counsel and th~ EVil One, tl1:ank God thou
hast been delivered from such a course of folly and ruin 1 and hence,
with help divine, resolve evermore, believing, and cleave steadfastly to
the Lord, to heal' His voice, to walk in thy Mastel"s footsteps, and to
follow Him whithersoever He goeth.
'The f~regoing is an outline of my disc<?,.urse, delivered to my. people on
Sunday mor~ing, the 23rd of October. .Lt had special re£erence to the
JessoI;l; taught by,)the sudden and unexpected rernoval by death of my
.beloved son. I felt that to be a lesson purposely meant for: Il\e. But
.one's poor human 'nature experienced the blow so very acutely, that ~t ,Ya6
.with·thedeepest emotion and choked utterance that any direct andpoint>d
aJlu.Sion was made to the ,dear departed one. So intense, also, was tho
'loving sympathy of my people, that for a season the church beclj,me a
veritable Bochim. What, therefore, my' agitated feelings would not
.allow me to Bay at that time in the pulpit, I wish now to eXln'ess in this
partiG~l~r manner, in the hope that the Lord will make some use .of it
to His own glory.
T,v'o t1?-ings in particular influenced me in the selection of the words,
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"Follow thou me," for consideration at that time. In the first piace,
when, about six weeks ago, away from home for change and rest, with a
very dear and kind friend at Pool Park, in North Wales, reading a wellknown religious periodical, I was forciblystruck by an observation that sometimes when a sheep will not from any' cause hear or follow the shepherd, the
shepherd will carry off one of the lambs of that sheep, and then at once
that sheep is seen to follow the shepherd. This observation was follewed
by an application of ~he illustr~tion to tlie ,'Lord's dealings with His
people, sometimes taking away a b,~loved child'in order to, draw the heart
of a believing parent nearer to' Himself., HerEi was' ,at once a personal
application of the words. They seemed so appropriate that one thought
they must be designed for oneself; Quick' as ~ghtningthe OOnd brought
one's home to view, with two dear ones suffer.i:qg in scarlat~a, wondering!
whether the Good Shepherd meant to chasten one by tij,king either of
them away. Within two or three days aft~r this, having meanwhile gone
with my friend to Liverpool, and, walking with him one 'mornIng to the
town, he called my attention to a flock of sheep in a ,field, at the same
time observing that he had seen the owner stand 'in th~ n;iidst of the
sheep, and then, causing his dog to run in a circle round t]:temJ, they were
all quickly ga;thered together as closely to him as possible: What a
striking illustration' of Christ as in the midst, of His people; 'and Satan
employed to' drive ,them still nearer the Good Shepherd! :But immediately memory brought vividly before me the observation I had read
only two or t)1ree,o.ay,s before, about the shepherd carrying off a lamb,
that the, s~eep lIl;ight obey and follow him. , I spoke of this to my friend.
He sfl-iq the" idea, was striking and beautiful. At the same time, I wafj
burdened with the thought that the illustration would probably be verified in my oW?l,ca~e. 'The very thought made me almost tremble. However, the distress of J;llind, so deeply felt, was not then expressed. But
the impression was plainly from the Lord, preparirig me for what was to
follow.
,
On the day after this we returned to North W ale~. It was night-cold,
wet, and stormy-when ;we arrived at Ruthin station. On stepping from
the carriage, almost t]1e first person I saw was my dear wife. As she
had come fl'Om ',Pool Park to, ,meet us, a distance of nine miles, and on
such a rough night, and in delicate health, I felt and saw at once that she
was the bearer of ill tidings. , In reply to my inquiries, most eagerly
;made, she said" cc ¥rs. H--," who, with her husband, had kindly taken
charge of our family during 'our absence, "has sent ':1 telegram to say
~hat Charlie is-,tab;ln dangerously ill ill sp~rle,t feve,r !"
One's agony at
that moment, J;llay be better fancied than described. What was to be
done? Was',lt',:ilOt possible at once to hasten.l:iome? , No; there was no
train there; ,i~ was too late! ' We were cOI1!-pelled to await till the following morning" ' 'Though in the miQst of kind sympathizing friends, and in
the midst 9f luxury and grande llt: ~t t]1e Jrilenc1ld mansion of Pool Park,
the heart sank and the spiri,t, 3Va:~ overwhelmed, and one felt that none
put the Lord" cO,ulll administer ,real" co'infort. A few days before I had
said to my fr~end that 9i~' man,sion ,f,lud extensive park, commanding a
fine view of the magnificent vale of Clwyd, were so beautiful that all that
was wanted to make 'the place a paradise was the absence of sin and the
presence of contentment. This he admitted, but, speaking of his cares
and anxieties in connexion with his position, he added significantly, "All
is vanity and vexation of spirit." Wealth, position, grand estates, honours;
E 2
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how fleetmg and unsatisfying are they all! In the Lord alone do we find
abiding wealth, satisfaction, and comfort. At that moment, with such
ill tidings from home, I felt especially the truth of all this. I was also
again reminded of the shepherd taking away a lamb, and now expressed
my apprehension to my friend that the Lord might be about to take
away my dear firstborn son, an affectionate, intelligent, and enlightened
boy, full of encouraging promise. On the day following, my dear partner
and I, with troubled and heavy hearts, hastened home as quickly as we
could travel. On entering my dear boy's room, though he had been often
delirious, he at once recognized me, and, throwing up his arms, he
exclaimed, "Oh, pa/ oh, pa/ come and 1ci~s me, pal" The danger of
infection prevented compliance; but it was pain and grief to me. I saw
at once the fever was very severe. It had so affected his throat that he
could hardly speak, and his brain was so affected that reason was often
clouded. It was only, therefore, at times that I could speak to him,
though I should have spoken to him oftener had I not expected, after all,
that he might recover.
I said to him, "You thought you would not take the fever, but you see
you have." "Yes, pa." "There is some good reason for it," I addl'd;
"you know you have sometimes been naughty, % and so you must confess
your sins to the Lord, and ask Him to forgive you, that your heart may
be entirely given to Him." "Yes, pa," he replied. At another time,
when it was thought he was unconscious of what was going on, lcalled to
him, "Charlie!" At once, with a sweet smile, he turned his face towardR
me, and said, "Yes, pa." "·Who can make you well again?"
"Jesus." "Whether would you rather get well again or go to Jesus?"
" Go to Jesus," he replied. With deep emotion, his mamma, the two
nurses and I, knelt down and prayed for him. What mingled grief and
joy! Grief at the prospect of losing him, and joy at his willingness and
apparent readiness to go to Jesus. His mamma observed him several
times engaged in prayer; she overheard the words, "Thou 1cnowest I have
long wished to be a Christian /" Once he wished to get out of bed to kneel
down on the floor, in order to pray. A another time the nurse found
him on his knees in bed, when she asked him what he was going to do,
and he replied, "I am going to Jesus /" He often thus kneeled in bed,
with clasped hands, and prayed silently to the Lord. Mr. H - - asked
him, "Are you afraid to die?" " No," he replied. "Is Jesus precious
to you? " "Yes." He tried to sing, "Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,"
&c. His throat was too bad to allow him to do that, so he repeated the
words again and again.
Even now I was hoping for his restoration. I could hardly believe
that he would die. How was this? For many years I have had a deep
and increasing persuasion that the coming of the Lord is imminent, and
hence I have prayed again and again that, as a family, we might all be
preserved in body, soul, and spirit, unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ; and I considered myself justified in this by 1 Thess. v. 23: feeling, as I do, that death is the offspring of sin, a curse, and in its mildest
form repulsive, I look and long for the time when, without dying, the
saints shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Hence, in my
earnest pleading with the Lord for my dear son, I specially reminded
Him of my past frequent entreaties, in submission to His will, that we
4' When at any time he had done wrong, as a rule, either before or after correcting him,
I made him kneel down with me before the Lord in prayer.
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might all be spared to be alive and remain unto His coming. In this I
felt the more encouraged by the fact that my dear eldest daughter was
once raised up in answer to prayer, when evidently near "death from
inflammation on the lungs. When, however, I saw my son becoming
worse and worse, my hope that he would recover was greatly shaken;
though not till the last was that hope really surrendered: then, when my
dear son d parted,· saying to his mamma, that he was going to Jesus, even
in the bitter agony of a most painful bereavement, I saw how the Lord
had been preparing JCle to part with a lamb of the flock, to be gathered
into the heavenly fold. Anxious as I was that Charlie should have
remained unto the coming of the Lord, the words came with power,
" What is that to thee? follow tlwu Me." Then I discovered that the
will of the Lord, with regard to at least one of my family, was that he
should not remain till Christ's coming; but that he should depart to be
with Christ before them, at the early age of twelve years and nine
months. In a few hours after his death my second son, deal' Berthie,
asked his mamma this question, "Mamma, can't I go to Jesus without
dying (>" His mamma replied that it was possible. Immediately after
this he began to be ill of fever, and so ill that our medical attendant
thought, and we thought, that he would soon follow his brother. Then
one wave of trouble after another almost overwhelmed us. But, after a
day or two, he began, strange to say, to recover; and he is now partly
well again. It may be, then, that his question will be answered in the
affirmative; that he will have to go to Jesus witltout dying.
By a strange, but evidently designed coincidence, on the morning of
the funeral, Oct. 18, the chapter that came in regular course for reading
at family worship, was the 40th chapter of Isaiah: "Comfort ye, comfort
yfj, my people!" Oh, how seasonable and refreshing the words, "All
flesh is grass!" Oh, the truth of this! what a practical commentary the
death of my son! "He shall gather the lambs with His arms, and carry
them in His bosom." The Good Shepherd seemed to say He had now
taken the lamb of which He had previously given the warning. The
words, so wonderfully appropriate, went direct to the heart. The Lord
seemed as if speaking to me, as with an audible voice from heaven. Oh,
with what unction and power the words were applied; how one's feelings
melted under their heavenly sweetness!
And then how forcibly one was reminded of this motto for the year,
which I gave to my people: "Cast thy BURDEN upon the LORD, and
He shall SUSTAIN thee" (Psalm Iv. 22). The motto suggested the
following heads, which were printed and circulated with it : Cast upon the Lord,
1. The burden of past sins.
2. The burden of present trials.
3. The burden of expected troubles.
How?
The Lord will sustain1. By coming to Him.
1. By His power.
2. By resting on Him.
2. By His presence.
3. By consulting Him always in
3. By His Providence.
everything.
It is evident now that both the motto and the comments thereon were
specially intended for me and mine. How graciously and wonderfully
the Lord prepares and provides beforehand for the time of trouble!
Dear Mr. Miiller, connected with the wonderful orphanage here gave
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his people the very same watchword at the beginning of the year, and
soon afterwards his beloved wife was called away to her eternal rest. It
thus became evident to him also, that the Lord had been preparing him
QY a suitable portion of His word for the bereavement. he ~as about to
e;x:perience. And while the~orli :lrindly p~·~p.¥~s ~is .c¥1dre~ for coming
trouble, what a" very pres~~t help" He IS ID; th,~ mIdst 9f;lt.;,aJ,ld how
I!;lar.vellously He sanctifie~: the troubl~, pointing, out. t~e j~mp~~lles~ ~nd
vamty of the world; weamng the affectIOns from earth, causmg us to sIgh
and cry for a holy nearn!Js~ to Himself, making '\s· famili:h with'even
, death itself; but especially 'causing the soul more. eagerly than ever to
look and long, ~to 'watch, work, and pray for the' gr6~ious appearing of
the Prince of Life, 1vhen death shall be I'obbed 'Qf'its. prey, when sorrow
and sighing shall flee away, and when all the chosen family shall meet at
home, to be for'" ever with the Lord." .
Bristol, Nov. 20, 1870.
R. COHNALL.

SHUT IN.
To the Editor ot the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The following words have been much.~pon my mind during
the last week, and I take tlte liberty of communicatiJ?gto you a few of the
though~s f1uggested by them: ," Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy d99r~ about thee; hide thyself as it were for a
little m9men~, until the. indignation be overpast" (Isa. xxvi. 20).
Yes, now, at the close of an<;>ther year, let us enter into our chamber,
and take a view of all t4tl way our God has led us. And do thou, 0
blessed God in Trinity, e~t~r with us, and grant us sweet com)Il,union with
Thyself! LEJt us fj.rst enter the chamber of our own hearts, and see how
we stand therEl as i,n the sight of a holy God. Another year has rolled
away, with its duties, itl? privileges, its pleasures, and its tria~s., What
duties have we neglected? what privileges have we abused? ~ha.t of th
pleasures of this worl~ have we indulged in? And how have 'fe rebelled
against our heavenly Father, because in His ~sdom He has seen fit to
send us trials! And what' of inbred corruptionJf1:nd sec,ret sins, which
still work and lurk within us? The writer must plead gq.ilty before God,
for, notwithstallding that the path has been <strewn with mercies, and
that " Thou hast crowned the year with ,Thy goodness," the heart has
been rebellious against and unmindful of Thee. Lord Jesus, take me, and
plunge me in the fountain of Thy own precious blood, and cleanse me
from, not only the sins of another year, but the sins of my whole life; and
may the contemplation of Thy pardoning love and mercy lead me into
another, even that inner chamber, Christ Himself, into Thy wounded
side, into Thy heart of love, into the clefts of the Rock. And now, Lord,
be pleased to shut the door. Yes, as Thou didst shut Noah into the ark,
so shut in my soul with Thyself, and be pleased to show me the blessed
results of being shut in with Thee: Here, by the teaching of Thy
1)lessed Holy Spirit, I see myself shut in from sin, from self, from an evil
and coqupt world, from a tempting, harassing, doubt-suggesting devil;
shut,in frOIQ. the wrath of God, shut in £;rom that destruction which He
will bri!1g upon an ungodly worl4, shut ip. ,~ith God ll.n~ by God. Thenl.
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o my soul, what hast thou to fear? Why fear to enter upon the ulIlt17ioed
path of anotb.er year? Why fear and shrink at the thought of trial8yet to eome? and;why tremble at the thought of death, and fear to meet
God? What! fear? and know that thou art washed, justified, sanetified,
redeemed by preciQus blood; shut in ·in Christ·? Oh, no! When faith is
given., the BOul rises above 'these fears, and views herself as she is-complete in: Him; 1 feels that' she is: hid with Christ in God, for this little
moment of ti.me; untill the indignation of God be poured out upon an evil
world. Yes, thou shalt'see it with thine eyes; but it shall not come nigh
thee, for -tnou art shut into the chamber Ohrist, and God has shut thee in.
Leicester.
O.
.
.
OORRECTIO;NS.
To the Editor of f)w Gmpel Magazine.
My DEAR BB.OTllER,-Will you permit me to oorrect a few very glaring
misprints in my little memoir of our dear departj3d friend, Miss Vernon
Harcourt, in this month's number of youi:' magazinE!, a~d ask your readers
to make·the 'corrections in their oopies? Time, I snppose; did not allow
<of my. seeing the proof, and I am only surprised, considering the difficulties which'my friends discover in my handwriting, that many more mistakes have not been made. At p. 650, 14th line from the bottom, for
"such" read "work" and transfer comma from "redemption" to
"work;" at p. 651, 5th line from the top, for" and" read" to;" same
page, 24th line from top, for first" and" read" to; " same page, 14th line
from the bottom, for "enjoyed" read "engaged;" at p. 652, 11 tll line
from bottom, insert" to" between" nigh" and" death;" at p. 653, 12th
line, for "beaatifully touching." read "beautifully and touching; " at p.
654; 2nd line, for "Annie" read "Anne." Your readers will judge for
themselves that these corrections aI'e not unimportant, as the Eense of the
passages in which they occur generally demand them.
Yours, dear brother, affectionately,
])ecember, 1870.
S. A.. W ALImE.
A NEW YEAR'S GREETING.
To the Editor, and the beloved brethren who read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and love the blessed Saviour whom its pages exalt; grace, mercy, and
peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Ohrist, the Son of His
love, the Covenant Head of the Church. Amen.
When these lines' moot your eye, if spared· to that time, I shall have
entered on the foritetlt year of my ministry. While I am writing the words
I can scarCely realise the fact, so rapidly have the years passed away;
yet, when I call to mind the various events which have occurred, the
chequered scenes through which I have passed, the dear people to whom
God has blessed His Word from my unworthy lips, who have long since
left this wilderness for His presence, I feel that it is so, and bless God for
past eU'couragements,' and that I am still spared to preach among my
fellow-sinners" the unsearchable riches of Christ."
I must ask YOQr forgiveness; this was not the strain I thought to write
in when I took up my pen.
I am fond of pausing for a moment when I reach one of these milestones.
I camwt but look back, but my desire is to look upward, and to press
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onward. Here there is nothing but change; but our gracious God, the
covenant of His grace, and the Word which makes it known, lue all
unchangeable. All my desire and aim is to bring sinners to trust in
Jesus, "the same yesterday, to~day, and for ever," and to stimulate aTlrl
encourage His believing people to live on Him. He is the bread of life,
the paschal lamb, and the honey from the stony rock. He is the soul's
food, and, depend on it, brethren, if we are living on Him, we shall live
for Him, to do His will, and to Him to show forth His praise.
By living on Him, we have fellowship with the Father, we have peace
in onr own souls, and we glorify our God. This life on the Son of God,
is the life of faith, it is maintained by the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of
Ohrist; it is nurtured by the Word, "as new-born babes desire the
sincere milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby,"-thus the preachc(l
Gospel is a glorious privilege, and for those who are hindered, and" callnot go up to the House of the Lord," a few lines exalting the Redeemer,
telling of His wondrous love, His watchful care, His all-sufficiency, are
frequently owned and blessed, to the lifting up them that are fallen.
:May He own and bless these words to those who read them, and may
unfeigned thanksgiving reach the ears of the Holy One of Israel, from
their hearts and from the heart of their l~ving brother in the Lord,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D,

:!\tbielus unU

~otites

uf ~Otlhs.

Sources of Joy in Seasons of Sorrow; with otlufr Helps on the Heavenwartl
Way. By JAMES GRANT, author of "God is Love," " Our Heavenly
Home," &c. W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster-row.

MR. GRANT, after being engaged for some years in exposing the dangerous
and soul-destroying errors of the day, has returned to those subjects
bearing on the practical experience of believers in Ohrist, which, he has
more than once assured us, are incomparably more congenial to his
spiritual taste than the writing of those controversial works to the production of which, notwithstanding, he has felt himself called by all
imperative sense of duty. The title of Mr. Grant's present volume clearly
indicates its nature. "Sources of Joy t'n Seasons (if' SO'll'row; witll otl.er
Helps on the Heavenward Wa1/," is a title which will lead those'who peruse
it to expect a work especially devoted to the trials and troubles to which
all the people of God are more or less subject in passing, as strangers and
pilgrims here on earth, along the pathway which leads to their" Heavenly
Home."
But, instead of giving our own analyzation of the character of Mr. Grant's
new work, w.e sJiall do as we have on many previous occasions in relation
to other books from his prolific pen, namely, quote his preface, us enabling
the reader to judge of the character of the book. His preface is as
follows :-"The title of this volume indicates the character of its contents..
The subject to which it relates is one of deep and universal interest. The
present world is fitly called" a vale of tears j " and all mankind, whatever
may be their position or circumstances in life, can bear their testimony,
from persopal experience, to the truth of the s.tatement. But the people
of God have, as a rule, greater and more numerou.s troublea than thE}
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people of the world. He who was Himself" The Man of Sorrows," said
to His disciples when He was a Sojourn er on earth-and He still speaks
to us in the same language from off His throne in heaven--,-" In the
world ye shall have tribulation." But it is the blessedness of believers
to know, that what Jesul:l then graciously added to that warfling to his
followers, He now adds, with the view of comforting their hearts in the
anticipation of their coming tribulation: "But, be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world." In the victory which he then as their Head
achieved over the world, there was to them, as there is to us, an earnest
and a pledge of the final triumph of all who are His. The conflict with
our spiritual foes may be severe and prolonged, our afflictions may be
many and hard to bear; but we shall not fall in the battle, nor be completely crushed under the load, however heavy it may be. In the one
case we shall come off more than conquerors; in the other we shall,
through the Divine help, rise superior to all our troubles. With the shout
of victory on our lips, and with songs of thanksgiving and praise in our
hearts, we shall pass away from e::trth to heaven-f.rom a state of turmoil
and sorrow in this world, to a state of perfect rest and joy in the world to
come.
"My object in this work is to bring before believers in. Christ, some
of the many sources of solace in their sufferings and sorrows which God
has, in the greatness of His grace, provided for them. It is my fervent
hope and earn.est prayer, that the volume may be abundantly blessed to
this end, to all who may, in the providence of God, be led to peruse its
pages. I know of no pleasure that could be greater, nor any honour that
could be higher. than to be made a helper of one's fellow-travellers on
the heavenward roai. It is much to be desired, that every Christian
were duly alive to the obligations under which his Lord has laid him, in
relation to this duty. If we were all faithful in this matter, we might
minister largely to the comfort of many a fellow believer in Jesus who is
called by Divine Providence to realize, as he passes along the journey of
life to his celestial home, how true are the words of the first preachers of
the Gospel of Christ when they said: 'We must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God."
"It is right I should mention that some portions of Scripture are
quoted or referred to more than once in the work; but it will be found
that in every instance in which this is the case, the citations so made are
intended to illustrate new phases of the truth as it is in Jesus."
In addition to Mr. Grant's preface to his new work, we now subjoin
the contents of the volume; they are these: Affiictions Come from God;
Benefits of Afflictions to Believers; The Purifying Tendencies of Affiictions; Special Purposes to be Answered by Afflictions; The same subject,
continued; The same subject, concluded; The Means Whereby God Comforts His People; Prayer as a Means of Comfort in Affiiction; The
Surrow and Sufferings of Christ a Source of Comfort to the Affiicted;
The Sympathy of the Saviour as a Source of Comfort in Trouble; The
same subject, concluded; Submission to the Divine Will as a Source of
Bliss; The Promises of God to His Affiicted People; The Believer's
Relationship to the Triune J ehovah; Various Sources of Comfort to
Affiicted Saints; God's Purposes as Fulfilled in the Affiictions of His
Saints; 'What We shall Know Hereafter; Thoughts of Death as a
Means to Dispel its Fear j The same subject, concluded j The World to
Come.
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It will be seen from the above list of contents in what various aspects Mr.
Grant has viewed a subject which is of the deepest interest to aH the
people of God.,
'
We purpose returning to this work next month.

The Boy Missionary'; A Tale for the young. By Mrs. J. M. PARKER.
London: Sampson Low, Son, and Marston.
WE had Just been asked to recommend some work for young people when
this little book fell into our hands, There was so much ofvillage life about
it, and the characters so vividly drawn, that we read it throughout, on
purpose, if possible, to commend it for the use of the young in question,
But, interested as we have been in the perusal, we are compelled to greatly
qualify ou,r'recomniendation, because it lacks the setting forth the true
nature of conversi6n' dr ileal' spiritual life. It lays (to say the least) a
suspicious stress upon 'the:mere act of baptism; and, witH respect to the
Lord's Su:ppe~:,it 'substitutes':-at any rate as far as words go-':'-the substanoe f9i"'the'sign. :Here is our proof: 'I The missioniry'h'ad'looKed over
that Suntlay-school of more than fifty smart, intelligent boys; most of whom
were ohildren of God by baptism" (p. 6):" It is commlinion'Sunday, and see
who kneels at the chancel, reoeiving, ,with, tearful gratdude, the body and
blood of Christ!" ep:,179:)'
': '
".
'
Interesting, therefore, and practlCal, as'm some sense the book may be,
how can we place it in the hands Of young people approvingly? We can
by no means do so, for whilst it' contains' much that is calculated to instil
kindly, self-denying; practical, service, there is, at the same time, the
deadly poison infused, into the' cup, namely, baptismal regeneration and
the equally deadly ingredient of the real presence, and this is the kiud of
captivating reading so rife among the young people of our day and generation'.' • 'Nothing
can be more disastrous,
it
The Valiant Men and Women of IS1·ael. By W. GARRARD, "A Watchman
on the Walls." Leicester. To be had of the Author, 14, Newton
Street.
THE foreg0ing is a very graphic sketch, in quaint language, of both living
and departed ministers, as well as Spirit-taught .women. ,The ,Author
(now past his threescore years and ten) exhibits in these pages: a' clear
insight into the diversity of gift of those about whom he writes.' ,]he
work (which: may be ,had of the Author for 8d.) ,will furnish the reader
with much that is ,deeply interesting in l'eference to the special gifts of
the servants of God.
'
The Oity Diary and 'Almanaok. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge, City
Press, 117 to 120, Aldersgate Street.
THIS work maintains its high character for :utility in making-memoranda,
and for its diversitj of imp0l:ta~tcity statistics and information. By the
way, speaking of the City ,DfilrY, , we happen to have seen ,a' specimen
page of the City Directory; and' such 'are' the variety of its detail's' and
such the low price at which it is 'announced to be published, that we unhesitatingly pronounce it to be among the most useful and cheapest
literary undertakings of the day.
'
The London Almanaok and Christian Remembranoor for 1871. Edited by
C. R. H. London: J. F. Shaw, Paternoster Row.
TITlS little gem is greatly enriched by a rich variety of what are termed
" Latter-rain Leaflets."
"
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Jesus Knows.

A Reflection for the Year 1871. By OOTAVIUS WINSLOW,
D.D. London: J. F. Shaw, Paternoster Row.
ONE of Dr. WINSLOW'S pithy annual addresses grounded upon that
precious Scripture declaration, "Lord, Thou knowest all things! Thou
knowest that I love Thee."
,
Mary IIyon. RecoUec#ons of a Noble Woman. By FIDELIA FISK. London:
Mlilrgan, Ohase, and Scott, 38, Ludgate Hill.
A SPECIAL inter'est alttaches it~elf ,to th~::j book, inasmuch as both the
writer and thEl'10ne w'l'ittelii upon; aJ;e, gQ,ue ,tQ t):J.ll~r rest. The youthful
reader will do well to keep -this faot before him, in. proof of om; common
mortality;
Plain Words for tJie -Sick 'and Aged. By G. W. MYLNE. Fourth Series.
London: W. Macintosh.
A'MOST sUItable hook .for the sick and aged, being printed in large type,
and containing many pleasing illustrations of Bible truths.
The Way in the Wilderness, and other Poems. By E. O. O. B., Author of
"The Protoplast." London: William Macintosh, Paternoster Row.
THIS work contains some most precious pieces, the product of. a Spirittaught, well-disciplined mind. Wilderness-teaching is manifest throughout these pages. Gladly would we give extracts, in proof, did space
permit. In lieu thereof, we would strongly recommend the book itself.
The Pastor Remembered, and the Brethren Entreated. By the Rev. OHARLES
BULLOOK, Rector of St. Nicholas, Worcester. London: W. Hunt and
00., Holles Street.
THIS is a striking memorial of departed worth, consisting of a sermon
and numerous deeply-interesting particulars, touching ·the ministry and
death of the lat,El Rev. W. H. H~V;:F)RGAL, M.A., formerly Rector of
St. Nicholas" W orce$ter. This memOl;~al will ,be highly prizell by those
to whose memory such a pastor must be very greatly endeared.
Tile Sunday School Teacher's Pocket Book and IJiary for 1871. London:
Sunday School Union, 56, Old Bailey.
A MOST useful book for Sunday School Teachers, containing class register,
almanack, much useful information and valuable statistics, with ample
space for private remarks.
'
Essays on Biblical Subjects. By a Sunday School Teacher. London:
F. Warne and 00., Bedford Street, Oovent Garden.
A GLANCE at the contents of this book, and the manner in which the subjects are handled, cannot but give us a favourable impression of the
work generally. It commends itself to the attention of Sunday School
Teachers especially.
One Hundred Choice Large-Type Hymn8.
One Hunrlred Large-Type Precious Hymns. Edinburgh: J ames Taylor,
31, Oastle Street.
'
THESE' are two of the best Selections of hymns with which we are
acqul;Linted. They contain the very pith and marrow of our sound and
sacred hynm7writers; and, being printed in large clear type, are so much
the more sUitable for the sick and aged. 'There is one who writes in
these pages under the signatUre of" O. H. I.," whose pieces indicate a
chastened spiri~, indeed; and whose productions in consequence are so
much the m'ore valuable, as speaking from a meekened and mellowed
lieart to kindred 'minds'.
• " J
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THE serious crisis to which we alluded last month, through which our
country has been passing, has, through God's great mercy, terminated
favourably. The matter of dispute between us and Russia is to be
referred to a Conference, when there is every reason to believe that it will
be settled amicably. What a mercy is this! To be delivered once more
from the apprehensions and the horrors of war! Another continental
"difficulty" has indeed appeared, in consequence of Prussia having
repudiated the treaty of Luxembourg; but it is scarcely likely that this
will lead to any serious complications.
The French war still proceeds with unmitigated horrors and sorrows.
Paris is still unsubdued; and seems fully able to prolong for some time its
resistance; but the Army of the Loire has been again defeated, and driven
towards the north-west. The Parisians made a gallant attempt to break
through the army besieging their city; but, though they seem to have
fought heroically, and to have achieved some little success, they were
finally driven back with immense loss.
THE GREAT SORTIE.

The following particulars are given respecting the commencement of 1he
attack :-" The French began their movement against Bezons in the
middle of the night of the 28th to the 29th by a heavy cannonade from
Mont Valerien, and there was an attempt, or the pretence of an attempt,
to throw a bridge across the Seine. There was an exchange of fire with
small arms between the opposite sides of the river, and the whole Prussian
force on the Peninsula and the Carrieres of St. Dems was on the alert.
Meanwhile the French were preparing to attack Montretout with a body
of infantry moving up from Surennes, under cover of the guns of a new
work of Mont Valerien. The Prussian guns did not reply, because they
were placed in a position to do execution upon troops which might press
home, and the French, though hotly skirmishing, did not advance. I
have heard, from men who were engaged with them for several hours, that
th€'y made two or three rushes to the front, as though half inclined to do
strong work at Montretout, but that their supports so manoouvred as to
give the idea that no order to storm it had reached them. They seemed
to be in strong force, and to chafe against the restraint of a feigned attack.
They would, however, have lost frightfully had they been more pushing,
for the Prussian positions were carefully prepared. The French officers
exposed their lives freely to hold their men just where they were wanted,
and the cool, steady fire of the J agers caused much loss to the Gardes
Mobiles. One French officer sprang to the front, and made straight to the
place where the J agers lay. He was shot down just as he turned to wave
on the hesitating skirmishers. By about mid-day the fire from Mont
Valerien slackened, and the Mobiles withdrew to Surennes. It is no idle
boast of the besieging forces that they can consecrate twenty-five or thirty
thousand men upon any threatened point. The weather was raw and
misty, and the mud very deep; but the Germans were in excellent spirits,
some of the column were singing, others were enlivened by the music of
brass bands. Everyone knew exactly where to go and what was expected
of him."
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INCIDENTS OF THE GREAT SORTIE.-THE AGONIES OF THE WOUNDED.

" A little further on we came upon a group of surgeons, With Dr. Ricord
at their head, hastily performing such operations as could not be postponed, though the number of wounded brought to them was so great that
some had to lie unattended on the ground, bleeding rapidly, as it seemed
to us, to death, but in such agonies, and with their forms and faces often
disfigured in so ghastly a fashion, that it was impossible to wish that they
could live. . . . . The vitality which some of the wounded exhibit is perfectly marvellous. I saw one to-day who had been out since ten o'clock
yesterday morning, exposed to last night's frost. A bullet had lodged
behind one of his eyes, inflicting u wound so ghastly and disfiguring that
I shrink from describing it. I touched his feet, which were like blocks of
ice; indeed, I thought he was dead, yet the doctors said he would live."
QUALITY OF THE

FRENC~

SOLDIERS.

" A good deal has been said of the soldiers in Paris being raw recruits.
No doubt thousands of them are new soldiers, but I saw on the field dead
Zouaves uf a regiment brought from Algeria since the battle of Sedan, and
the great majority of the Frenchmen who fought on each of the two days
had anything but the appearance of raw recruits. They had the bearing
of seasoned soldiers."
THE LOSSES OF A SAXON REGIMENT.

" Everyone is talking of Die Schutzen. They have covered themselves
with immortal honour, but at a terrible sacrifice. They entered the field
about 2,000 strong, and lost 760 men and 36 officers-more than a third
of their entire strength. Their commander, Oolonel Hansen, had a series
of providential escapes. Three horses were killed under him. What
rapid promotion there was in this army within twelve hours! On the
evening of the 2nd I heard several gentlemen addressed as hauptmann or
captain who had gone out in the morning as lieutenants."
OOOKING HORSES ON THE BATTLE-FIELD.

"The dead horses on the field yesterday were comparatively few; such
as were there had been the chargers of field officers. I remarked that
some of them had been cut up. The French had turned them into
butchers' meat, and cooked portions of them on the ground."
THE LOSSES.

"It cannot be said that the French were at all inferior in numbers to
the Germans, but I am not sure if their field artillery was at all equal to
the task of meeting the Prussian guns. Their losses may have been very
great, but the Prussians had some 7,000 or 8,000 officers and men to
deplore in the days and nights of these sorties, and it is not likely the
French loss much exceeded the larger of these numbers."
THE BATTLE OF BEAUGENCY.

"Immediately between Villorceau and Beaumont, which forms the
cord of the arc which was now the front of the German position, lay the
battle-field of yesterday; one may walk literally for miles and see dead
bodies scattered all the way; but the heaviest carnage seems to have
been behind the village of Villorceau; and, walking over the field, I recogniced the position of the French batteries, and the slope up which the
Bavarians charged so gallantly, although they were twice checked for a

[January lr,1871.

54

, The Gospel Magazine.

moment. Here was the bank behind which the French riflemen lay,
thick with dead bodies; and here, at their rifle's mouth, lay the Baval'ians, who are nQw reduced, comparatively speaking, to a m'ere handful.
They left Germany 30,000 strong; they have been since in sixteen battles,
without reinforcements, and GeneralVon derTann cannot now number 5,000
effective bayonets. Wittin the last 'few d;:LYs reserves have been aniving
from Germany. One division alone",has lost d~'ing the last three days
1,200 men and 48 officers; the other ,has suffered as severely, 'and this out
of a total strength, not including the reserves' from Germany, which did
not arrive to take part in all the figl).ti~g, of aboue 7,000 men. In all the
little villages the largest houses are turned into:!azarettes, and are full to
overflowing, and ,the doctors are: e~hausted botli, in mind and body, To
judge from the accounts of the prisoners, the French army suffered terribly from the ineffiCiency of its commiB'sariat, and from the want of organization generally."
, CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF PARIS.

"My informa~i~~ comes from people who have just left the city, and
who know the whole facts. Paris is not in any want whatever. There is
plenty of everything save fi'esh beef, mutton, poultry, eggs, and fish,
The salt fish has scarc61y been begun. Of horse there is enough to last
a couple of months; of bread, wine, and all sorts of produce there is an
ample supply to last three or four months. No idea whatever is entertained of surrender. The reverses sustained both by the Paris army and by
that of Orleatis are looked upon with perfect calm and equanimity. There
are no longer any civilians in Paris. Every man is armed and undergoing some sort' of training, The regular troops, or what is called the
, army of the field,' are about 200,000 strong, are in immense spirits,
very well fed, and thoroughly confident in their ability to stand their
ground whenever they meet the Prussians. Another sortie, on a larger
scale even than the last, may be expec~ed very soon."
GERMAN DISAPPOINTMENTS.

" Great disappmntment is everywhere being felt both in Germany and'
in the camp at the prolongation in the war. It is universl1lly admitted
that the Germans have been quite out of their reckoning as" to, the food
resources of Paris. Resting on this broken reed, the indispensable
preliminaries to a bombardment are said to have ,been neglected. Now
the work has to be done in earnest at the worst possible season' of the
year. A letter'from Berlin states that the siege' g'uhs of enormous calibre,
recently manhfactured at Spandau, continue to ·be despatched' to Paris.
The bombardinent would be welcomed with acclamation' by the whole of
the German fO'rclls.They have had more than enough of waiting outside,
and they think that if the shells once begin to' fall in'ths' Boulevards or
the Rue de Rivoli, the mobs who now shout trahison at the bare mention
of ~e!50tiatio.ns wo~ld soon be convert~d to ,peace pri~ciples.,. It is tpis
belIef, and. hot a WIsh to destroy 'Parls, whIch makes the army almost
,,;
demand abonibardment."
"

'

CONDITION OF TI!E FRENCH PEASANTS.'

The condition of the peasantry over l~rge districts, is described as
being sad in the extreme; their houses are a heap of ruins; theiJ' occupations [11'0 gone; heavy requisitions have been made upon thom, and,
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being without proper food and clothing at this inclement season, they aTe
in a most pitiable condition. Oonsiderable help, hpwever, is being now
given to them by a number of English ladies and gEliltlem\ln, who have
taken over large stores of food and clothing, and have opened several
depots, from whence the most necessitous cases are atten,d,ed to. An
affecting account is given of a coloured American physician, Dr. Davis,
who devoted himself most energetically to this good work. ,He established
soup-kitchens for the poor, where numbers of wretched ll:nd emaciated
creatures, came daily for relief; and so earnest was he in carrying on this
branch of his undertaking, that when one of the ladies who assisted him
(Miss Gtll,den, sister of a iProtestant pasteur) informed him that there was
not suffioient· sou,p for ,a¥ the applicants, he took his watch out of his
pod,et ~which he had gained as a prize, at college), and said that he
would rather sell ,evEln, ~,~at than suffer any to go away unrelieved. At
the same time also, he attended assiduously to several hundred wo~nded
Bavarialils, whom he found, in great, need of medical aid and p:roJler
nourishment. But this fatiguing work prov\3d too much for him; he
caught, the small-pox, and died, at t4e early age of 28. His remains
were; followed to the grave by an immense, ,concourse of mourning
peasantry, who bitterly lamented the loss of "le ,Bon Docteur Noir.','
'J;he result of t:he School Board elections, so far, has been rather remarkable., ,The Secularists, we are ,thankful to n9tice, have been generally unsucessful, and the different denominations have been very fairly
represented; but the Roman Oatholics have, in several instances, occupied far, more pl:qminep.t positions than their numbers seem to de,serve.
This is owing to the tilnacity with which they cling to and support each
other, and also to the method of cumulative voting, which gives extraordinary power tQ a ;:njnority. At Manchester, the Rev. Canon Toole, ,an
Irish Roman OathgJ,icf priest, had a large majority over all the other:
candidates; and next.,to him -stood a Roman Oatholic layman. The same
thing occurred at ,Birmingham, where Oanon O'Sullivan, a Rpman
Catholic priest, obtainid nearly 5,000 more votes than the next successful
candidate. At Gateshead, the Rev. H. Bailey, a Roman Catholic priest,
headed the list of succes$,fuL candidates; and next but one to him stood a.
Roman Oatholic laymaQ. At Leeds, two Roman Oatholic laymen, were
retnrned, though occlJpying less prominent positions. At Sheffield, the
highest,number of votes was obtained by an agent of the,name of Ellison,
the wholf' electoral strength of the Roman Catholic community being
concentrated upon him. This method of voting is a blot, in the Education
Bill, which ought nevpr,;to have been permitted; but which we fear it is
now too late to alter. As the Rock observes, "Oan anything be more
absurd than that a ratepayer, struggling to keep himself out of the workbouse, should be possessed of fifteen vot~s? I~ is an intelligible principle
that an elector should possess votes in proportion to the value of his
property; but no weighty reason can be assigned for' gi~ing'an elector
fifteen votes as a personal ~ight. The system of three-corlfe~e,d voting
enables a respectable minoritY"of one-third to ,lpakE: i~self he'ard in the
Legislature. But this new-fangled sche~e of cUII).ulatlve voting enables
,a minority,' which is utterly c~ntemptible'in point of 'numbers ifS well as
property, to make itself heard on the Sch,ooI Board." In the metropolis,
)Ve are glad to notice, an excellent man bas been elected chairman of the
School Board-Lord Lawrence, the late Governor-General of India, whose
lively interest in missionary and Ohristian enterprises are well known, as
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well as his bold advocacy of Bible teaching. A better appointment could
scarcely have been made.
But seeing the preponderance of power which the Roman Oatholics
have obtained in so many of these elections, and that the tendency of this
educational movement is in several respects so adverse to religious teaching, it is evident that every true Ohristian ought to use his utmost
endeavours to maintain and encourage vOlltntary schools, and to keep them
as far as possible beyond the control of school boards. Who can tell what
these school boards may eventually become? the Secularists (in other
words, infidels), have been almost expunged from them this time, but
will they always be so? Let them and the Romanists-two noisy clamouring minorities-once obtain considerable power on these boards, and what
sort of an education would our poor children get? The Bible would be a
forbidden book-as it is now in the National Schools of Ireland-and the
whole tendency of the teaching would be adverse to Protestantism and
to Ohristianity.
.
The Ritualists have sustained another severe defeat. Our readers will
remember that some time ag-o the practices of one of their chief representatives, Mr. Mackonochie, were brought before the consideration of
the highest court of law; and they were distinctly condemned, as being
contrary to the doctrine and practice of the Reformed Ohurch of England; and Mr. Mackonochie was compelled to pay the costs of the trial
(which are said to be very large). Since then he has set the decision of
the Privy Oouncil at defiance, and has continued his illegal practices. He
has, therefore, a second time been brought before that tribunal, and has
been condemned to cease from the performance of all clerical offices for
three months, and to pay the costs of the second trial. This is a lesson
which the Ritualists-or, as we ought rightly to call them, the semiRomanists-will not be likely soon to forget; and very angry they are
about it, denouncing the Ohurch of England in the wildest terms, and
openly expressing their desire for her downfall. But the chief importance ofthis case is, that it shows most authoritatively and plainly the purely
Protestant character of the Ohurch of England; that she is essentially
Protestant in her doctrines and her practices, and that, if she has permitted for a moment Romish doctrines to be taught and Romish praotices to be carried out within her pale, it has been only becau e she wi hed
to act with leniency towards her erring members, and that it has taken some
time to collect evidence and to bring the refractory ones to justice. No
one from henceforth can justly charge the Ohurch of England with
countenancing such practices or teaching such doctrines. She stands
forth prominently as a bulwark of Protestant faith, declared to be so by
the highest tribunal in the land.

THERE is no place on earth free from the temptations of the d viI
(1 Peter v. 8). There is no closet so retired but he can lay his snnr 8 in
it; there is no fortress so strong but he can enter into it; and thor i no
society so holy but he can come among them (Job i. 6).
SATAN desires that men should fully give themselves IIp to his service;
but, if they like not this, he is willing to take them as l' tain rs, and to
suffer them to hold with Ohrist to-day and himself to-mOl'l' w. Alas! how
many do this!
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