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A WATCHWORD FOR 1874.
" Thou sha.lt see greater things than these."-J OHN i. 5l.
WE remember a dear old pilgrim-one that has long gone to the
skies-saying to us, many years ago, that, in all his changes, the
Lord had ever been wont to say to him, " Son, go up higher." Now,
when the words we have ventured to adopt as a new year's motto
were £xst w4ispered into the ears of one with whom we are acquainted,
he thought," How can it be ?" Said he to himself," How is it possible
that I can ever see greater things than those I have already seen?
The Lord's acts have, in the past-yea, up to this very present
moment-been marvellous. They have far, far surpassed all I had
ever thought of. His interpositions and manifestations-His boundless love and matchless mercy-have infinitely exceeded my utmost
thoughts and expectations, not to say, my deserts. How, then, can
the words by any possibility whatever apply to me, "rhou shalt see
greater things than these? ' "
However, dear reader, by a careful analysis of the Lord's leadings
and dealings, and by a comparison of those leadings and dealings,
one stage with another, we believe that the words will stand good in
a way of actual experience and positive realization. Setting the last
over against the first, we think there is ample ground for adopting
the language made use of at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee,
"Thou hast kept the good wine until now." Yea, more, beloved, in
spite of all our feelings, fears, and experiences, we verily believe that
the self-same words will hold good, on and on and on, down to the
very brink of the Jordan, and, that once crossed, surely it shall be
the universal testimony-the one uniform and triumphant shout-of
all the glorified, as' they exultingly gaze face to face and eye to eye
upon their adored and adorable Lord,' " Thou hast (indeed) kept the
good wine until now."
There is a kindred passage, beloved, in John xvi. 24-" Hitherto
have ye asked nothing ill' my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
B
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your JOy may be full j " at least, so it is opened to our mind.
Whether the Lord meant by these words that His disciples had
asked the Father nothing in His name, immediately and directly as
the Mediator, or that they had asked nothing in comparison with
what He was :[1l:epared to bestow, we cannot venture to say. But of
this we are certain, that the latter view may be borne out by positive
matter of fact. We are not straitened in the Lord, but we are
" straitened in our own bowels." We, alas! judge of the Lord as we
judge of each other, or as we estimate our own little puny selves.
We seek to bring the Lord and His merciful gifts and gracious
bestowments within the circumference of our poor fallen nature's view
of matters, than which nothing can be more unworthy of both His
divine Person and condescending acts. Our sin-polluted state never
could raise a thought or awaken a feeling compatible with His
gracious character or merciful dealings. All that we can ever know
of God in this time-state, and the veriest approach to a becoming
estimate of His varied leadings and teachings, can alone be by the
operation of that distinctive and precious principle, faith, which is the
sole gift of, and sovereignly maintained by, the Holy Ghost. From
first to last in the pilgrim's path, and with regard to all his varied
experiences, poor fallen nature has no hand whatever in it, unless,
indeed, it be to resist, oppose, and endeavour to nullify and destroy.
This is the only help-if we may use such an anomaly-that nature
gives to grace. The Apostle's testimony to the Corinthians is by no
means to be limited to the threshold, or first stages, of the believer's
spiritual career, but it holds good all the way onward and homeward.
In his TInt Epistle, 2nd chapter and 14th verse, he says, "But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned." Be it yours, dear reader, ever to bear in
mind, "The Spirit quickeneth, the flesh pTofiteth nothing."
May the Lord, of His .great mercy, enable us to keep this perpetually in view; and, as we step over the threshold of this new
year, with all its utterly unseen and absolutely unknown realities,
may we have grace to adopt, not by sight nor sense, not by reason nor
appearances, but simply as a pure matter of faith, based upon the
word of the living God, this precious assurance and blessed conviction,
" Thou shalt see greater things than these."
As the Lord the Spirit may enable, we shall first look at the words
as th~y stand in their context; and, next, as they apply to individual
expel'lence.
, First, as to the context. In the very interesting particulars which
are given we see how speedily the seed of the kingdom was beginning
to take root downwards and to bear fruit upwards. Observe, dear
reader, the blessed effects of John the Baptist's exclamation, "Behold
the Lamb of God!" What volumes do these five words contain;
yea, they embrace the whole pith, point, and property of the Gospel
of the grace of God; and just in proportion, beloved, as by the living
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power of the Holy Ghost put forth in us, we are enabled to "look
upon Jesus as He walked"-to "behold the Lamb of God "-in
that very proportion shall we be diverted from all the thraldom of
this poor dying world; the misery, bondage, and corruption of our
fallen flesh; and all the ten thousand doubts, fears, and dismal, dark
i'orebodings suggested by the wicked one to our deceitful, treacherous
hearts. Here is the simplicity of faith; and hence it is that some of
the veriest babes in the family outstrip many of the fathers in Ohrist,
and the mothers in Israel; because their eye is simply and entirely
directed to and resting upon the Lamb of God; as yet undistracted
and undisturbed by any of the contending and turbulent influences
with which (if continued in the wilderness) their faith will have
afterwards to be tested and tried. Of that testing and trying we do
not here pause to speak. We, at the present, are simply dealing
with the fact of what are the blessed fruits and effects of a single eye
to Jesus. It matters not who it is that is found so looking-whether
it be a babe, young man, or father in Ohrist-the only comfort,
solidity, and real satisfaction a Spirit-awakened soul can ever
experience or enjoy is simply and exclusively from looking to Jesus,
or, in the words under consideration, "beholding the Lamb of God! "
We may appeal to our own heart, or we may interrogate the reader,
as to the ground of sorrow, depression, uneasiness, or doubts and misgivings; and sure we are that the result of such appeal or interrogation would be an acknowledgment that such state may be traced to
the fact of the eye having been diverted from a simple looking to
Jesus! We do not mean for a moment to imply that in the main,
or that absolut.ely, there is a looking to any other source for salvation
-for ultimate deliverance and the coming glory. But what we are now
contending for are the details or the daily expe1'iences of the child of God.
We know not how it may be with the reader; but, personally,
this is what we find from day to day, a continuous striving to be a
something or to do a something of ourselves or by ourselves. Until
the heart is really "brought down by labour;" until there is, aga~n
and again, a realizing what it is to "fall down with none to help,"
there is an ever-constant proneness (at least we find it so) to trade
with stock in hand, to live upon what has been received. One's
proud heart does not like the thought of being just as poor and helpless-yea, as absolutely as much in need of coming to Jesus, and
looking to and leaning upon Him from moment to moment-as one
did the hour one drew one's first breath of spiritual life, as the fruit
and effect of the Holy Ghost's almighty and quickening power. One
vainly and proudly imagines that by this time one ought to have
reached a state, and arrived at a standard in experience, when, in
connexion with that "stablishing, strengthening, settling," of which
the Apostle Peter speaks, there ought to be more stayedness of mind,
and a certain ability to grapple with whatever may befall us in our
daily walk. Ah, beloved, however we may be strivin.s for this-and
we personally plead guilty to the too frequent attempting it-yet it.
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will not do. The Lord will not have it so. He will not countenance
our in the leastwise seeking, even in the very smallest measure or
degree, to live or to be or to do aught in independence of Himself.
Throughout the Word of God we find the greatest achievements were
in connexion with the most thorough creature-simplicity ~md helplessness; on the contrary, defeats and failures were as verily connected
with fleshly wisdom and fancied creature-capability, The Psalmist
never fought nor won such a battle as he did, when a mere shepherdboy, with a sling and a stone.
Say, dear reader, has it not been so in personal experience? The
days begun, the engagements made, or the undertakings commenced,
with but little fear, a degree of confidence, more than usual creaturestrength; what has been the issue? Ah, what but at least partial
failure, disappointment, dissatisfaction, deathliness? On the contrary, you have awoke of a morning, or you have sought to fulfil
such and such an engagement, or you have entered upon this or that
undertaking, under the deepest sense of ignorance, helplessness, total
nothingness. You have cried to the Lord for wisdom, grace, strength.
Possibly your very pillow has been wet with tears, and this place or
that spot, could they have spoken, would have borne witness to your
heart-cries whilst you have besieged the throne of grace. The very.
heavens have, as it were, echoed and re-echoed with the" Lord, help
me; do stand by me; do sustain me; do defend and deliver me.
Oh, remember Thy poor dust and ashes. 'Put me not to shame.'
Don't let all end in confusion. Let not the enemy triumph over me.
Let not man prevail. Oh, make bare Thine arm. 'Send help from
the sanctuary, and strengthen me out of Zion.' ' Bring my soul out
of prison, that I may praise Thy name.' Be mindful of Thy promise,
'Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me.' 'If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
who giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth not.''' Ah,
beloved, what has been the result of these intense conflicts and these
ardent wrestlings; what but successes and deliverances; giving you a
fresh insight into those glorious verities, "The lame take the prey,"
for the" race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong?" Paul's
language is personally and blessedly understood, "Most gladly will
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest·
upon me "" $ for when I am weak, then am I strong." Oh, the
blessedness of this paradox! And the souls of the Lord's dear people
never know a tithe of the sweet docility, submission, and contentment
as that which they realize when thus brought down, laid low, and
sensibly look to and lean upon Jesus. Blessed are those trials, happy
those circumstances, enviable that discipline which bring us to and
keep us at the feet of the dear Immanuel. Poor proud nature knows
nothing of the mercy, nor comprehends the mystery. It is part and
parcel of that "divine secret which is with them that fear Him,"
and to whom" He will show His covenant."
But to return more immediately to our subject. Dearreader, mark
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the reply of N athanael to Philip, " Can there any good thing come
out of Nazareth? " Now, when we think of what Jesus immediately
afterwards said of N athanael, as being "an Israelite indeed, in whom
is no guile," and as having "seen him under the fig-tree," how
suggestive it is of the very great need of forbearance with respect to
those who may not see precisely eye to eye with us, or who may not
have been led exactly in our line of things. Earnest and devout
man, as doubtless N athanael was, to say the least, it does seem strange
that he should have asked such a question as "Can any good thing
come out of Nazareth?" One would have supposed that, with his
watchfulness and prayerfulness, he would have been better prepared
. as to whence and how the Messiah came, and that his natural prejudices would have been overcome.
But what a cheering thought for the wrestling and the oppressed,
"Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree,
I saw thee!" Under the shades of that tree, and screened from
human eye, N athanael had gone to hold communion with his God j
and possibly at the very season to which Jesus alluued he had been
asking for His coming, or for an early manifestation of Himself. At
the same time how little did he imagine how speedily he was about
to realize so full and so blessed an answer to his importunities.
Dear reader, there is no affixing times nor detailing methods when
and how the Lord may answer prayer. He takes His own time and
adopts His own way. Only mark this, "delays are not denials."
Generally speaking, the most definite promise is the longest delayed
as to fulfilment; and the clearer and more conclusi ve the assurance
upon the part of the Lord, with respect to this or that declared gift
or blessing of the Lord, the more signal and prolonged the test of
that faith which for a time hovered about, clung to, and believed in
the promise. But, with respect to the hearing and the answering the
cry of faith, mark what was said to the prophet Daniel by the angel
Gabriel, "At the beginning of thy supplication the commandment
came forth." Now, to our mind, the very language implies that
there was an interval, or a longer or shorter space of time, between
Daniel's prayer and its answer. And so, beloved, with regard to
N athanael, "Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig-tree, I saw thee." As much as to say, "I knew who thou
wert, and what thine object in resorting thither j and, although I gave
thee no answer at the time', both thy person and thy purpose were
approved and accepted of me."
_
Dear reader, it may be that thou art passing through this very
interval of prayers put up and promises fulfilled. The prayers have
heen presented again and again, and sometimes thou hast had hopeyea, verily believed at certain seasons, now and again, that they were
in very deed heard, and thou hast blessed and praised thy God, as
Israel and J ehoshaphat did, before there was the veriest semblance of
deliverance. Thou hadst the answer in faith, but not in fact; and
thou didst bless and praise, magnify and adore, His Divine Majesty
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for His condescension, grace, and love. But since, there has come a
death upon the promise. There has been no fulfilment. nor any
confirmation of the old seal, witness, and precious assurance; and,
because of the delay, the death, and the darkness, thou dost suspect
that thou wast deceived; that there was no positive promise after all.
And dost thou imagine for a moment that Abraham knew nothing
of these cross-workings-these ~eshly reasonings-these satanic insinuations between the promise that he should have an heir and the
birth of Isaac? Why, plain matter of fact convinces us that he was
the subject of these exercises. And, as we have already intimat d,
it was the plain, the positive, the emphatic declaration of' the promise
that called for the more marked test of the faith in that promis .
We say the same to you, deal' reader, if a wrestler-if one who hath
personally known what it was to have had a word from the Lord
with respect to certain things. The delay is nothing-the difficulties are nothing-the deathliness is nothing-the darkness is
nothing""7'the doubts as to whether there was any reality in the
matter are nothing, in the way of presenting an effectual barrier
against the fulfilment of the promise. Oh, no, whilst all this stands
for nought, the covenant word of a covenant God must, will, shall
hold good: "Faithful is He who hath promised, who also will do
it." Therefore, in spite of feelings, in spite of fears, in spite of
facts, be it yours simply to hold on to the word, and to hold it up to the
great Proclaimer of the word, "THOU IIASI' SAID!" Look to your
Bibles; see the marginal jottings, mark the underscorings. 'l'his
promise sealed at one time, that word at another. The freshness and
the power may have passed off, but the promise is not obliteratedthe word is not erased, "nor hath the Lord forgotten to be
gracious." You may have" forgotten your resting-place;" but the
Lord has neither forgotten nor forsaken it. Oh, no; and it
is so blessed to hold Him to His word, in spite of ten thousand
deaths upon it. "THou HASI' SAID I" That's enough for faith,
when in sweet and blessed exercise. Ah, some of us, beloved,
know what it is to look back with envy upon many of those old
seasons and bygone scenes, when it was indeed a taking heaven by
storm! Some of us-if one may speak for another-seem to fail now
in venturing to go in before the King (Esther-like), as one used to
do, with an "If I perish, I perish." Oh, what times those!
what seasons those! If one's fellow-creatures could have overheard
those heart-cries-aye, and sometimes even the lip-cries-what
would they have thought? To what conclusion would they have
came about either the presumption or the saneness of those agonizing
ones? We repeat, if counting-house walls, factories, shops, streets,
lanes, bedchambers, and other places, could speak, what could they
testify with respect to the holy importunities, ardent wrestlings, and
anguished entreaties of many of the Lord's tried and troubled children?
Perhaps the reader may say, "Your words will be cheering to
many, no doubt, but so much time has passed away, and such in-
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superable difficulties in the way of its fulfilment have SlUce ansen,
that I have now no faith in the word that I Olice thought was
spoken to my heart." Ah, beloved, as we have already intimated,
the clearer and the more conclusive the promise at the time first
spoken, the severer the test to which it is afterwards subjected. Of
that we are certain. Hence the very difficulties of which you speak,
and the apparent and seeming impossibility of the thing coming
to pass, is to our mind the stronger presumption that the word
upon which you were caused to hope will assuredly, in the Lord's
own time and way be fulfilled.
"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And trusts to Christ alone;
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall be done,' "

Meanwhile, whatever you may at present think to the contrary, it
is a blessed thing to have petitions filed in the court of heaven.
Perhaps you will say. "I have no evidence that such is the case."
If you have in reality known what wrestling times are, and if, as
we just now hinted, you have known likewise what it was to have
mentally blessed and praised God upon the virtue of a sealed-home
promise, whilst as yet there has been no tangible evidence whatever
of that promise being fulfilled; the Holy Ghost was the Infuser of that
faith by which, for the time being, you were enabled to triumph
over all difficulties, and rejoice over all appearances. You have
prayers registered in heaven; and in due time they shall be answered
to the joy and rejoicing of your !:eart, as verily as J ehovah is what
He is, the faithful, promise-fulfilling God.
Upon the ground of that declared recognition of Nathanael, on
the part of Jesus, said he, "Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou
art the King of Israel. . Jesus answered and said unto him, Because
I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? thou
shalt see greater things than these" (John i. 49, 50). As much as
to say, "Did this simple notification upon my part convince thee of
my Divinity? was such a simple word confirmatory and establishing
of thy faith? ' Thou shalt see greater things than these.''' "And
He saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man" (John i. 51). Not so much literally but
spiritually his eyes were to be opened, so that henceforward he
should by faith see the wondrous intercourse between heaven and
earth, in connexion with the personal ministry of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Christ should be most clearly and blessedly discovered as the
Door into the sheepfold-yea, as the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.
But now, beloved, to pass from Nathanael to ourselves,. if we have
any Scriptural hope of belonging to the Lord, we contend that there
is the blessed prospect and the divine hope and expectation of the
self-same promise holding good in our own happy and heartfelt
experience, "Thou shalt see greater things than these." As already
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implied, notwithstanding all delays and difficulties, God-inspired
prayer must be answered. Proof as to whether certain prayers were
God-inspired and Spirit-awakened, we have already endeavoured to
show, as to whether, in connexion with a deep-felt unworthiness,
creature-helplessness, and fleslily nothingness, there has been a
simple grasping of the word, a laying hold upon the covenant, and,
in spite of all lets and hindrances, not a mere belief in the power,
but a belief likewise in the will, purpose, and pleasure of the Lord,
in His own time and way, to do certain things; and an inward
blessing, praising, and adoring Him for the thing, as done, whilst as
yet there is not the veriest semblance of such accomplishment; this
is God-honouring faith, the which He, in due time, will recognise
and stamp with His own royal signet of approval. And, when He
does so, in proportion to the delay and to the apparent unlikelihood
of such thing ever coming to pass, thou shalt indeed, by comparison,
testify to the realization of the "greater things."
But apart from these express promises, bearing, it may be, upon
the recllil-iming and conversion of certain at present far-off ones, or
with regard to providential dispensations or faintly-indulged hopes
and expectations of circumstances or positions in connexion with
whiph thou dost believe the glory of God, and the well-being of the
kingdom, is concerned i-we say, apart from all these considerations,
surely" the greater things" are in store, and, in due time, will
assuredly be realized, in that all the Lord's children shall be
ultimately delivered from the bondage of corruption, and all the
sins, sorrows, and sufferings of the time-state, to bask for ever in the
fulness and eternity of that glory which the redeemed shall enjoy in
the immediate presence of God and the Lamb. Ah, well may we
accommodate that Scripture to this one glorious fact, "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of· man
the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
If the momentary glimpses by faith of Jesus are so unutterably
precious, what must the full, open, face-to-face sight of Him be? If
once, twice, or thrice in a whole life-time, there has been a thirdheaven faith's glance of the King in His beauty, and the land which
is very far off, leaving an impression that nought can efface during a
life's pilgrimage, 'midst all the sin, defilement, and distracting circumstances of that life, what must the unalloyed, uninterrupted,
disembodied, angelic, heaven's own view of Ohrist, His glory, His
redeemed and glorified, be? Oh, what "greater 'things these!"
Well, in the prospect, might the blessed Xoplady, and we likewise,
dear reader, exclaim" If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the Fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee? "

Yours affectionately in Ohrist, Tm; EDITOR.
St. Lttke's, Bedminster, Dcc. 10th, 1873.
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FLOWINGS FROM THE FULNESS OF A PRECIOUS CHRIST
INTO THE SOUL OF THE BELIEVER, THROUGH THE
DIVINE COMMUNICATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
"It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulncss ilweU." i. 19.
What for? Oh, blessed fact! not to be shut up in Himself" That ye might befiUed with aU thefulness of God."-EpHES. iii.19.
BELOVED in the Lord, when you cut the pages of this Magazine another
page in one of the chapters in your life's history will be turned over and.
a fresh one become unfolded. Whether such period of time finds you in
the chapter of youthful experience, or in the mid-life of progress, or ita.
declining years, must we not, in remembrance of the past, say," What hath
God wrought? " "By the help of my God I continue unto this day."
Doubtless we have all had, even during the past year, our peculiar
crosses and losses, trials and afflictions. The great thing is, have they
been sanctified so that we live more to the Lord? Personally we have
been called to go clown into the depths, but the Lord having graciously
l'aised us up, our intense desire is to glorif.v Him. Itwas while thinking
of the opening year, and offering up our lispings to Gael for His continued favour and support, that the two precious passages which head
our paper came to us as New Year's portions: "It pleased the Father
that in Him should all fulness dwell;" and this, too, that the Church
"might be filled with all the fulness of God." What a precious fact is
here ! We might stay to think of Christ in connection with natural
things, and it would be profitable; for, as the context tells us, "by Him
were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible; whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities orpowers,
all things were crea~ed by Him and for Him." But, as the children of
God are ever anxious to get at the spiritual tracings, notice that Jesus
is not merely co-equal with the Father, but all blessings and the fulness
of them are in Him. So that anything and everything in connection
with salvation and the things which accompany it are to be drawn by
His people from Him, through the communication of the Holy Spirit.
It would seem that the poor woman spoken of in the Gospel, who had" an
issue of blood twelve years," became awakened by the Spirit to the
sweetness of the fact that in Jesus alone was all power and blessing.
She went from physician to physician, as many of us in early days went
from watchman to watchman; but all was of no avail. We were not healed
of the plague of sin. But faith, the result of the dawning of the life of
God in her soul, caused her, regardless of all hindrances, to stretch
forth her hand and touch His garment, and to say, "If I may but touch
His clothes, I shall be whole." And she was right-the touch drew that
virtue out of Jesus which dried up the fountain of her blood and healed
her of her plague.
What a mercy, beloved, if you and I have experienced that touch of
faith and its triumphant result, having received from Him, through the
c
COLOSS.

10

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

Spirit, justifying righteousness and pardoning love ana mercy. And it
is now the further unfoldings of a precious Christ we want-the grace for
grace which He has promised to give-the flowings from His fulness day
by day during the untrodden future.
And what, beloved, is thine especial want? , Is it more faith? Does
the cry go up, "Lord, increase my faith ?" We do not mean duty
faith, nor yet that which many believe the creature- yet dead in
trespasses and sins-can exercise, telling us that by believing we
live. We say, upon Scriptural gr01mds, it is just the contrary.......because we live, we believe. This is the like precious faith for which
we pant. Oh, fOl; an increase of it !-a faith that gains clearer views
of Christ-a faith which lays hold of the verities of the Word of Goel
-that, when we come to a divine promise, says, " That is for me! I care
not what men say, nor for their opinions about .it; those words in their
simplicity just suit my need,-they are God's words, or His servants', as
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and I believe them ;" and then" chewing the
cud" of such words. Oh, to go forward strengthened and comforted,
and, as fresh food is wanted, to come again, and yet again, to the same
source of divine help! And, dear reader, whether our need be in connection with temporal things or spiritual, we shall find the suited promise
and portion for our outstretching faith.
Another precious grace we shall require is more love. What a
mercy that Christ's is unfailing and everlasting! "I have loved
thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness have
I drawn thee." This is a fundamental point of our most holy
religion. Take away electing love, and the whole falls to the grolmd.
But it never can be removed; it was from all eternity settled and
sure upon the vessels of mercy, "which He hath before ordained
unto eternal life;" which love is the cause of all the blessings
we realize and enjoy. But it is that gift aud grace of love which
vibrates through our hearts as drawn from Him. Do you say, "I feel so
little of this; I am ashamed of the poverty of my love and of its
fluctuating character?" True, ,beloved, in comparison with His, it does
indeed seem faint and weakly; yet that bubbling up, ever and anon,
through all surrounding pressure, is .genuine and pure, and thou
mayest look up to thy Redeemer and say, "0 precious Jesus, 'Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee.''' There is no
hypocrisy here; it is the response of the gift and grace of the Holy
Spirit.
And, as well as more love, we want more light. What a mercy
that the Lord has not left us in the darkness of unregeneracy! We
look back to the time when light first shone into our heart, and Jesus
revealed Himself as mighty to save, with wonder, amazement, and
gratitude. With some it was in a moment, with others gradual. Be this
as it may, according to the working of the Spirit, if we have received
a ray of divine light, our desire will be for more. We want light upon
. the sacred Word, and to read it with understanding hearts; light upon
the pathway, that we may see the providences of God all right and
wisely ordered; light upon the depths of truth that are treasured up in
Jesus. 0 Lord, we beseech Thee, give us more of the grace of light
until we behold Thee, the Light of Glory.
We shall need also more peace in connection with spiritual and temporal
things. This also is to be drawn from the fulness ef Christ, "the Prince of
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'Peace." With regard to the former, though doubtful many of the children
·'Of God are as to whether personally they are safe for eternity, they think
·others so; but they cannot be satisfied as to their own state. Oh! may
such see in the victory of Ohrist over sin and flesh, death and devil, tl).eir
peace.
Ah! death; that dreadful word to many of the children of God who
"realize an absence of peace in the thought and prosp!3ct of death. The
'inexhaustible fulness of Ohrist, together with His character of a Saviour
-One who will " save to the end "-should satisfy us with regard to the
dying hour. The flowings of the needed grace will be as much granted
. then as in our life's care; and more, for the greater our need the greater
the grace. Oh, dear doubting one, fear not, "at eventide it shall be
light." Dr. Thomas Goodwin l when he came to that time, said, "Ah! is
this dying? how have I dreaded as an enemy this smiling friend!" And
then, while still in the wilderness, in connection with temporals, what an
,absence of peace there is with us. Oh! how we are found troubling
about this matter and the other-calculating upon things which may
never come to pass-fretting and fuming with regard to the future, .and
-shutting our ears to the still, small voice which whispers, "Leave it all to
tlw Lord." And by this we do not mean to imply the gaining a perfect
freedom from strife with the uprising foes by the way-no; we shall have
hourly wqrry to the grave, and continued warfare till we wear the crown
of glory-what we mean is, that, in the midst of the worry, work, and
warfare, there is the lull as we look up and think, "My Father knows
all; Jesus fully enters into my hopes and desires; " and then there comes
through the Spirit a flowing of that peace which" passeth understanding,"
-better felt than expressed, and perhaps the accompanying glistening
tear of gratitude in the eye, which we wipe away, obliged to dive into
the fresh care of the moment.
In the world and the present state of soc:oty what contention-what
.struggling-what a sinfulfastne:os-what nn<l ~'J ;-"3 ;;'-.rivings for mastery
and money! There i13 no peace to be f'ou 'cl 1"0,). Men are whirled
-onwards as the ~traw upon the torrent, and 011 life's tide grasp at broken
branches that will not hold them, or become entangled in the rushes of
specious opinions and principles. Eternity will come upon them quick,
,and they must leave all. If you talk of this, and of affliction and
sickness, " Oh! we have no time to be ill," is the response. Ab! they
will have to find time to die presently. Well, how sweet to have a life
above all this, and to find in Ohrist that peace that the world can
neither give nor take away. Dear reader, do you, with us, feel this
to be so?
. Again, our craving will be for morefoy-that precious joy which lifts
up our souls above the beggarly elements of time, and bids us take our
harps from the willows and strike up a song of Zion. Well, we are not
without such seasons; we do at times get on a mount of joy, and think
of the land, though still distant. True, ten times over, the length and
breadth is a scene of sharp fighting and conflict; still the Lord does
favour us with upliftings of heart, and then do we feel what it is impos.sible to express. It is the old tale over again, spiritually realized, "And
they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water "-one for every
tribe-" and threescore and ten palm trees; and they encamped there by
the water." How refreshing the water after the toil-how welcome
the shade after the heat of the day! But, alas! how soon must they
c 2
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press on from Elim's copious blessings unto the wilderness of Sin, there
to murmur against God and forget His past goodness" Strange and mysterious is my life;
What opposites I feel within ! A stable peace, a constant strife,
The rule of grace, the power of sin.
Too often I am captive led,
Yet daily triumph in my Head."
But, again, with regard to our joy seasons. What a wonderful joy
must have sprung up in the jailor's heart when, after having had pardoning mercy sealed home within, he found himself in company
with Paul and Silas; and, setting meat before them, rejoieed, believing
in God with all his house! Here was the true brotherhood brought
about in the Lord's own wondrous way, and a joy experienced by the
jailor in a manner never known to him before. Blessed be God, we
know a little of this joy when we realize the society of the Lord's dealpeople, and, better still, when we have the comfort of communion with
the Lord Himself: "Thou hast made known to me the ways of lifer
Thou shalt make me full of joy with Thy countenance."
Another grace of the Holy Spirit which we shall more and morerequire is that sweet gift of patience: "I waited patiently for the Lord."
And with what result? "He inclined unto me, and heard my cry." " Sit
still, my daughter, and see how the matter will fall." And what was the
result? Copious blessings fell into the lap and lot of Ruth from the fulness
of Boaz. What contrary graces are patience and meekness to the spirit of
the world! Impatience accompanies the power the worlding aims at, as
well as the losses he sustains, and pride compasseth them about as a
chain; indeed, the pride of the age is something fearful. Oh, may we
be delivered from such a spirit, and with sanctified patience and meekness walk before the Lord! But nothing will bring us to this patience
like sanctified affiictions. As St. Paul says, "Rejoicing in hope, patient
in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer." Ah! but art thou not
going too far, Paul? Surely there are but few of God's family who
have attained to this patience in tribulation? But he goes further, and
says, " w~ glory in tribulation also." Can you, dear reader, can I, glory
in tribulation? Do we not tremble at the words, " We glory in tribulation ? " The Lord alone can make us do so, by the flowings into our
soul of this sweet grace of patience. And we are relieved by thinking
of the words which the Apostle add.s: "Patience worketh experience, and
experience, hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love ofGorl
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is .qiven ttnto liS."
And he tells us elsewhere that, through the infirmity of the flesh, the·
trial at the time is grievous, nevertheless, "afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them who are exercised thereby."
But this" is given to us." Ah! here's the secret. We cannot otherwise possess any gift or grace. Indeed, everything in connection with
salvation is given to us-everything is an act of free grace and mercy,
and we are put in possession of it. It is idle to talk of it depending
upon our acceptation, so that, if we refuse, the gift is obsolete and
thrown into the hands of the Giver. The gifts that the Lord bestows are·
so valuable to the poor sinner made sensible of his condition that he
receives them with astonishment. Refusal is out of the question; he can.
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but stand to admire and magnify the Author and Giver of "every good
and perfect gift." For instance, He gives life divine. Is it with the unborn one to refuse it? He gives all needful grace. Will the child of God
be ever found saying, "I would rather not have it?" No, no! It is all
given to us, from first to last, so that God shall have re-echoed all the praise.
.l lnd, coupled with patience, oh, to possess, in increased exercise,
that precious grace of meekness and submissiveness to the will of God
already referred to! "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Is
there not a needs-be, beloved, for that particular trial of thine? Is it not
part of the needful discipline? Oh, then, think not hard thoughts of thy
God, who has so wisely ordered all. We must, indeed, be ashamed of
our peevishness and unbelief concerning things we meet with by the way.
May the Lord cause us to be more submissive to His working, and may
we, in the spirit of meekness, walk before Him. And yet it is encouraging
to know He is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities." And often
much of our repining is caused by the frailty of the body; and so He
-deals tenderly with us. It is. perhaps, a source of indirect hope that
others of the family of God, who have reached the eternal shores, were
the subjects of similar ups and downs, even the patient Daniel complains and repines, and yet, at another time, in a real trial, when his
life was threatened, confidently exclaimed, "My God can shut the lion's
mouth." So the members of the one family fluctuate as far as frames
and feelings, yet have a firm confidence in their covenant God.
Thus have we referred to some of the flowings we crave from the fulness of Christ, namely: More faith in a covenant God as to the spiritual
and temporal things by the way; more love to Him who hath first loved
us; more light to enable us to behold the beauties of Jesus; more
peace, even that peace which" passeth understanding;" more joy to warm
and strengthen our heads; more patience under all the discipline by
the way; more meekness, even the Spirit of the Master Himself. These
are a few only of the many gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit we shall
want throughout the new year. If our wants are only flesh pleasing,
they will find no satisfaction in Christ. If they are engendered by the
Spirit of God, they will find their all in Christ" Lord, empty me of self and sin,
Bring Christ with all His fulness in;
Oh, make me hunger more and more,
And live on Christ, and Christ alone."
Nor must we omit to notice those two important words in our new year's
motto, "It hath pleased the Father that 'in Him' should all fulness
dwell." Oh, to think more of the Father's "Him!" It is because we do
not search the Scriptures sufficiently, look away from Him so often,
,grovel so much amidst creature things and doings, that we become
·dwarfs in divine things, pigmies in religion, stunted in growth, groaning'
·ones instead of glorying ones. Oh, that during this new year we may
become increased with the increase of God, having such views of our .
glorious and gracious" Him "as shall make us cling to Him with fuU purpose of heart! And may the Spirit of God lift us up from the dust, aucl
cause us to rise to the things that are treasured up in Him. His character
.and conquering-, His love and life, His ways and work, are life-long
themes for the Christian. But we hang upon the precious assertion that
springs out of the Father's" Him," that the living Church, made_ up of
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living souls-ah! you, beloved, and the poor unworthy writer, too-" mightbe filled with all the fulness of God!" Oh, weigh as you will this expression, aud are we not lost to its immensity and grandeur ?-"filled with
all the fulness of God," that we, through the Spirit, may receive the flowings therefrom. And how this shows us that salvation is not a mere
abstract or theological term; it is salvation in Christ, and therefore has
issues in lively gifts and graces. He is a Fountain Head, from which
,flow innumerable springs, as the Psalmist says, 11 All my (fresh) springsare in Thee." He is a depth which is eternal, and every rill therefrom.
is full of life-giving power. In Him is an inexhaustible supply. And,
oh, how precious are the communications of His grace and love! We'
never can go to Him too often. He has never said, nor will He ever say, tothe seeking seed of Jacob, 11 Seek ye my face in vain." How sweet is
that prophecy concernin g the fulness that should be found in Jesus, and of
the flowings therefrom: "And it shall come to pass in that day that the
mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk,_
and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall
come forth of the house of the Lord." Although the day referred to may
have its complete fulfilment .at the second coming of our Lord, yet He has>
come, and is now the Fountain that has come forth from the house of the
Lord, and the mountains drop down with the new wine of the everlasting~
Gospel, and with the milk of the truth of God. Sweet and nourishing drink
for thirsty souls to whom an appetite" is given!" So suitable also for souls
who feel their poverty and nothingness! For it is "without money and without price." And then, too, they have given them the grapes of Eshcol, the
exceeding great and precious promises of God. Oh, for more of these
precious pressings! Our souls pant for such refreshing as this in a
weary land.
In conclusion, may the sweet Messenger of mOrD, the Spirit of God,
shine upon our new year's portions to our profit and joy, calling up with
us a grateful song of praise as we think that it has pleased the Father'
that in Jesus should all fulness dwell, that we might receive, through the
Spirit, the flowings therefrom according to our need. Oh, we do want
those gifts and graces referred to in lively exercise in our experience, that
we may become enriched in spiritual things and ripened for eternity. If'
aught throughout depended upon the creature, if an iota of the work
rested with us to accomplish, I for one should have to say, "Woe is me,
I am undone." But it is not so. They are the streams which flow from
a Saviour's heart of love, and He who hath begun the good work will.
perform it until that day. Oh, surely this is solid and safe standing'. The
Lord keep our feet fast here! Salvation is all of the Lord, and its issues
equally so.
Dearly beloved in the Lord, the hidden future is before us, veiled
wisely by God from us, but all seen by Him. As He lifts the veil, may
we feel that we have a confiding hold of His hand, but, better still, that
He has an eternal grasp of ours, and, while we presil on up the rugged
path to the city of Zion,
"Oh, for grace each day increasing,
To pursue our high career;
Trusting, praising, without ceasing,
Through each swift revolving year,
Till in glory
With our Jesus we appear."
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Beloved, let the gift and graces of the Holy Spirit be realized in your
experience in rich abundance, drawn from the fulness of a precious Ohrist,
and you will have what I sincerely wish you,

"A HAPPY NEW YEAR."
G. O.

TJTansteaa.

THE FEAR OF DEATH.
TO THE WRITER OF "WAYSIDE NOTES."

I HAVE so feared it, and I fear it still,
Brother, beloved for the Master's sake.
Talk of the power of Jesus as ye will,
These ling'ring sorrows make my
bosom ache.
Immersed in daily toil and petty cares,
Spirituality of mind seems fled;
And a few forced, unspoken, wishful
prayers
Scarcely assure me that I am not dead.
And I so fear me Jesus will not give
Me an abundant entrance to His
home,
That Satan will be ready with his
sieve,
When to the valley of the shades I
come.
Think ye Hewill? Oh, brother, who
hast p?'est
Nearer to Christ than I have aye been
cl1'ivenWho, 'mid the gathering death.mists,
late was blest
To see the glory of an open heavenThink ye He will? for I have spoken
oft
To those who know Him of His faithfullove;
Of His sure gmce to all who hear the
soft,
Sweet whisperings of mercy from
above.
But I so fear me I shall have to die,
Nor mercy hear, nor face of Jesus see.
What will my loved ones do-to see
me lie,
And cower at. the saints' last enemy?
Ask Him, my brother, for ye know
the way,
To come a little nearer to me now;
So that He may not seem so fa?' away
When the chill death·dews gather on
my brow.

Ask Him to ease the torment and the
fear
With that sweet love of His and that
great power.
You told us truly it is His to clear
The onward pathway in the misty
hour.
Will He clear 'mine? Oh, tell Him I
am faint;
He knows it-tell Him I am loth to
hold
Joys so tenaciously; that, aB a saint,
My place should be His pastures or
His fold.
But, may I tell you that I do so
fear
Lest He should take my idols all
away?
Yet, if He would but speak and let me
hea?',
Surely that bliss would lure me to
obey.
There, hide my breathings, brother,
" Wayside Notes"
Cannot be all as comforting as yours;
But memory points, and hope's form
faintly floats,
To where the stream of consolation
pours.
You have felt dying, and have laid
your soul
Upon His outstretched arms without
a fear;
Ask Him; it may be He will bid you
roll
The secret of that fearless dying he~·e.
And, if His will be otherwise inclined. .
Yet know your "Wayside Notes"
have been picked up
And read while running, in the hop(1
to find
Some sweets to mingle with the given
cup.
.Yours with much esteem, M.
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LIFE OF DR. DUNCAN.
SAID a poor woman lately, "I have read somewhere in the Bible, but
I can't exactly say where, about a man whose name was Do-do. Now,
that name comes into my mind very often when I listen to sermons, and
especially when people come to see me. I'm a poor trembler-not at all
settled in my mind about my interest in Christ; I'd give worlds to know
I was saved, that I was one of God's dear people-but I seem always in
the one state-full of doubts and darkness-and then people come and do
so torment my poor mind with doings of some sort or other; not with
my hands, you know, but with my feelings, which is a deal worse, and so
I say to myself, Why your name is Do-do. That man ain't dead yet,
though 'tis so many years ago."
Now this simple-minded woman gave expression to thoughts that often
trouble God's dear people, by reason of erroneous or unexercised
teachers. We would separate between these two terms, because the Lord
is pleased oftentimes to give a period in the experience of His people
when peace and joy in believing are realized in such sort that the
hidden evils of the heart are not felt, and conflict with indwelling sin is
but little known. This condition of the soul is ignorance of the way;
but, if life is spared, knowledge is communicated and the time must come
when the word of our Lord is fulfilled, "The Bridegroom shall be taken
away from them, and then shall they fast in those days."
This fasting season not only has its own peculiar grief, but is often
increased by erroneous teachers, who have only a letter knowledge of the
way of salvation, or unexercised teachers, who have got no further than
bridal days themselves in the divine life. They have not been wedded
long enough to know anything of the departure of the Bridegroom, so
•• they talk to the grief of those whom God has wounded," without
any intention of adding to their sorrow. They are in the enjoyment of
certainty; they have not as yet been" tossed up and down as the locust,"
nor" driven as a leaf before the whirlwind ;" they have "a daily allowance from the King's table," and their wonder is that any of His children
should "go lean from day to day" when the house is plentifully supplied,
and the way to obtain a portion is simply to ask and have. There are bits in
the experience of each child of God that come near to this outline; and, if
this condition of soul continues for any time, some become lords over
God's heritage, "they begin to beat the men-servants, and the maidservants," and, confident in their own security, they deal with the tried
and the tempted as Job's friends did with him, laying his trial to the
door of his sins, and dealing with his soul trouble as though he had
power to remove it. But wait; let such teachers fall into the ditch of
heart trial. Then they will find how powerless they are to deliver themselves out of the pit. And, when the sovereign arm of God lifts them out and
their own clothes abhor them, they then learn the humbling lesson of
their own weakness and their dependence upon God's grace for keeping
as much as for their calling. These few thoughts are not out of place in
drawing the attention of our readers to a book of much interest, and so
widely read that the outline of the history is familiar to the Ohristian
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public-we allude to the" Life of Dr. Duncan." It was the saying of a
popular preacher, in bygone days, "God lives with many people I
should be very sorry to live with;" and, probably, some very excellent
persons would have found it a trial to be domesticated with a man who
could drink fourteen cups oftea unconsciously, and eat three dinners in· close
succession without being aware he had dined at all. But Dr. Duncan
was an exceptional man in every respect; and though he has left behind
only traditional records of His extraordinary learning and sound religious
experience, yet the influence of his mighty mind and Christian walk
made him a living book known and read of all men. Born of poor
parents, in 1796, in Aberdeen, he was the solitary survivor of a large
family. His mother was a gracious woman, but died when John was six
years old, and his father soon after married again. The affections of the
new mother were drawn forth toward the little lad, whose father was
desirous of bringing him up to his own trade of shoemaking ; but the early
proofs of genius in the boy made the stepmother anxious that he should
have an education that he thirsted for. Once, when seriously ill, he was
heard to say, "Oh, that God would spare me till I get on the red Cloakie!"
meaning the red gown worn by the students in Aberdeen at the university.
By an attack of small-pox he lost the sight of one eye, and was weakly for
many years. At nine he entered the grammar school, and at fourteen he
matriculated all d obtained his heart's desire, "the red cloakie." His first
start in a life of learning he owed to the patient self-sacrifice and devoted
affection of his stepmother, and on the death of his ill-tempered father the
widow married again, and secured for John the fostering care of a stepfather, whose p,·ide was to watch the advance of the orphan boy up to manhood. His parents had belonged to the secession church, '" but, in 1817, Duncan enrolled himself as a divinity student in the esta blished church 0
Scotland, from which, in 1843, he formally· separated and joined the free
church. His intense love of learning soon became developed as a student
in the university. It was an instinct, a passion, with him, part of his life
and being the acquisition of knowledge; but the study of languages was
his peculiar gift, and thus God qualified and prepared him for ultimate
usefulness.
But with all the advantages of a great mind, a liberal education,
academical honours, and a godly bringing up, John Duncan, in manhood,
reproduced the condition described by the Apo~tle, "fulfilling the desire,;
of t:!!-e flesh and of the mind." Without God and without nope. he
worked.b.imseH through all the phases of Atheism, P!l.ntheism, and Theism,
The powers of his deep reasoning mind being under the influence of
Satan, he testified to the Bible declaration, "that, in the wisdom of God,
the world by wisdom knew not God." After a dreary period of threu
years of no faith at all, Duncan settled down into a belief that there wa"
a First Cause. For nine years he walked in the pride of philosophy and vain
conceit after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the worlel, aud
not after Christ. Reckless in conduct, godless in spirit, devoted 10
classical and oriental languages and general literature, his mind, aJ ways
unkempt in character, ran loosely wild into the extraordinary contrarieties
of deep thought and deep drink; Chaldee, Sanscrit, philosophic reason• A body of men who were led to secede from the Kirk of Scotland through thn

p~blication~ in the seventeenth century, of a book, written by a divine of the name of

Flsher, entItled, "The Marrow of Modern Divinity;" which exposed the formal, tolll,
and Arminian theology into which the Church had drifted.
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ings, and lectures upon profound subjects, united to a life of frivolity and
intemperance. Though wholly unfit for the ministry, he was licensed in.
1825, and preached his first sermon in the West Church, Aberdeen, which
he admitted at the time "was the most artful neology perhaps ever
spoken, explaining away every evangelical doctrine." Impressed with
the" German school of thought," a phrase of our day that covers over
scepticism in all its satanic forms, meek or mischievous, John Duncan
entered upon his ministerial life. This seemed the culminating point of
iniquity. But in the darkness of night the morning star appeared.
".Thus the eternal counsel ran,
, Almighty grace arrest that man.' "
The time, place, and means were all preordained by sovereign grace
when and how John Duncan should be brought to the feet of a despised
Redeemer. The state of his mind at that time is best described in his own
words: "I have come to believe in the Jewish religion, and in Christianity
as the complement of it, but the doctrines I can't and won't believe. I mean
the divinity and atonement of Christ. To tell you the truth, the words
heaven and hell sound in my ears with as little effect as "tables and.
chairs."
There are a huge number of teachers and preachers abroad in the world
now who are firm believers in this sort of modified infidelity. The editor
of Dr. Duncan's Memoir, who was his companion through all the misty
phases of scepticism, about this time was brought to the knowledge ofChrist~
and, according to'his light, he dealt with Duncan's conscience upon a point
where he was vulnerable. "Are you holy? " was the question he put to his
friend. "No, I am not," was the decided answer. "J.Vor ever will be," was his
friend's reply, "so long as God's way of salvation from sin is to such Greelclt
as you foolishness; but to us who believe it is the power of God." Said the scholar,
"Ah, David, that is Just what I can't take in. Can't I be saved withottt tIll;
doctrines ?" Here all the powers of his great mind stuck fast, but there
was evidently a shaking among the dry bones, and the Lord made use
of Cmsar Malan as the instrument of blessing to his soul. No doubt in.
a memorable interview with him divine life WetS dropped into John
Duncan's heart, and he came forth an evident illustration of God's testimony, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are
past away; behold, all things are become new." The great truths of the·
Gospel burst upon his view in sovereign majesty and swept away the
mighty mass of errors that encompassed him on every side, mental and
'\ moral; he threw off all his speculations and entered into the divine
r realities of a holy, heaven-breathed religion.
It was a wonderful
awakening, showing out the sovereignty and freeness of divine grace.
The letter of truth, so well known and ..vehemently rejected, was now
received as a little child. After his interview with Malan, he gives us
his early spiritual history in these words, "Next day, as I sat down to
study, and took my pen in hand, I became suddenly the passive
recipient of all the truths which I had heard and been taught in my
childhood. I sat there unmoving for hours, and they came and preached.
themselves into me. There was now no investigation such as I had
desired, but presentation of the truth passive, and I felt, sitting there,
as if I had got matter for sermons for a life-time." Dagon had fallen
before the ark of God; the head and hands were cut off, but the stump
was left, and the tone of his reasoning mind was his torment to the last.
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The character of Malan's teaching, which of late has greatly spread,
was to insist upon life and assurance being identical, and the warrant
for assurance the letter of Scripture. Malan did not mean to ignore the
work of the Spirit by this sort of teaching; but, whatever he meant, he
threw upon the sinner to appropriate and enjoy the written testimony of
the Word, a work that can only be produced by the divine power of theHoly Ghost. This is veiled Arminianism, and the root of this error lies in
the belief that the same faith we exercise upon natural and visible 0 bj ects
has simply to be transferred 'to divine a;d spiritual things, the object
believed being the only difference in the faith so exercised. Malan probably
would have disowned this, but it is none the less true that a faith which can,
at will, draw all needed comfort from the written Word, at all times, must
be a natural act of the mind, and therefore a mental faith only.
. In the full radiance of divine light, and in the blissful enjoyment of
:first love, John Duncan came out as a preacher of the Gospel he had
received from the Lord. He preached as he felt, and, like a good many
more, long after he felt. Many gracious men preach from their remembrance' of the past, rather than their present, experience, and this may'
charitably explain the mistakes arid confusion which are visible in their
testimony. After the enjoyment of first love has passed away, and the road
has been entered upon common to all Zion's travellers, they preach asthough bridal days were to last all the way, and the bride was to rejoice
though the Bridegroom was gone.
While Duncan was in the sunshine of all that was new, and at the
height of his spiritual elevation, a friend said to him, "But you'll not
be always in that way, Mr. Duncan." His reply was, " But r will; or,
if not, it will be my own fault."
Truly it soon was his loss, but the varied soul-exercises of the·
children of God lie in divine sovereignty. It is through much tribulation they enter the kingdom; and when, through the power of unbelief,
the soul is tried as to a sense of interest, it glooms every pros'pect, turns
every blessing into bitterness, and is the severest of all trials a child of
God can pass through. But by these soul-exercises the people of God
learn their most useful lessons. Their altered experience does not
endanger the fact of God's unalterable love, but proves its reality; if not
here, to their full enjoyment, it will, in the realms of bliss, to their ever-·
lasting joy. In a day like the present, when so much natural faith
and notional religion are extolled, the memoir of such a man as Dr. Dun-··
can is most valuable. We read in his history how utterly unable man is
to find out God's way of peace by nature or in grace, or to keep himself'
to the blessings of the Gospel. Liberally endowed by God with a marvellous mind, a good education, a sound conversion, a true Gospel experience based upon divine truth, yet the dear man was but a poor trembler all
his days, and, after the first enjoyment of early love, suffered from deep.
dejection of spirit, and was the only person who doubted the reality of
God's work on his soul. Dr. Duncan was not a man who laboured for
those who came after him, but the honest memoil1 given us by his biographer contains widespread teaching to his own and other days. It
shrivels to ashes the argument of men who advocate a letter faith and a
religion without change; it presents to us a great and a good man as the
subj ect of doubts and fears; and it discovers to us the sovereignty of God in
his trial as fully as does the book of Job. The flesbly religion that stands
in the wisdom of man and the letterpress of" the Bible withers like grass.
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under the fiery trial that Dr. Duncan was the subject of. The only noteworthy incident in his uneventful life was his mission to Hungary, which
is full of interest; but the worth of the book lies in the living experience
it unfolds and th e contradictions practically given to the letter-faith
-doctrines so rife in our day.

LETTER BY W. HUNTINGTON.
My DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER AND SISTER IN CHRlsT,-Grace and peace
ite multiplied unto you through the great and only Mediator, my Lord and
yours. The Church of God, my dear friends, is Mahanaim, a company of two
armies. : There is a law in the members that calls for obedience to every evil
desire of the flesh, in order to gratify that desire; there is also a law in the
mind, which is faith that worketh by love, that calls for evangelical obedience to the Word. These two laws war against each other. Satan stirs up
:and heads the former, Christ revives and heads the latter; and both these
are separately and distinctly felt at certain seasons. It pleases God that
it should be so, that we may not forget our base original; that we n:ay
be on our guard and be kept diligent, watchful, and humble, knowmg
we have an army of enemies within, and a furious king without who
stirs up and heads those troops that war against the SOUl: 'Ye
cannot say, when" the prince of this world cometh" to us, as ChrIst did;
namely, that "he hath nothing in me;" but, contrariwise, when "the
prince of this world cometh" unto us, he hath always an army on his
side against the daily sacrifice, the devil hating prayer. But wh~t
shall harm us who deny self in her sinful requests, and take up thIS
cross-these two laws so contrary the one to the other-and follow
Christ in t~e regeneration, which is following in love to Him, or be~au~e
we love HIm? Now, when thi,,; law in the members works, Chnst IS
hidden, which is our grief; for, if He were not withdrawn, it wO~lld be no
cross. For what can trouble us if His presence be with us? ThIS alw.ays
makes us hunger and thirst after Him, and quickens us to seek HIm;
it damps and deadens us to the world, and makes us sick of all, for when
He i~ absent nothing' can fill the vacancy, nothing can cOInpensat~ or
reparr the loss. This shows the sincerity of the heart and the genum~
ness of grace; and, as soon as this fit of unbelief subsides, how sweet IS
the least glimpse, how precious every soft word, how welcome the least encouragement, and how delightfully is the soul melted into gratitude when
once more favoured with nearness to Him again! Thus the Father, who
is called the Husbandman, purges every branch that is in the living V~ne.
And this is done that it may bring forth more fruit. And every tIme
the branch is purged the union with Christ is discovered again, and
godly Sorrow and humbling grace are received from His fulness, which alone
makes us fruitlul, purging us to try us, to discover sin, to empty us of
self, and to humble us; and renewings of love, revivals of the work
wrought, and of the hope given, always cause a flourishing again.. Be of
good cheer, nothing above or below shall ever separate us from HIm.
Your affectionate friend,
W. HUNTINGTOX.
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-GOD'S PRESERVING CARE OVER
HIS PEOPLE.
"And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst tltis in tlte
integrity of thy heart; for I also withlteld thee from sinning against me:
tlMrefQ1'e suffered I thee not to touch Iter." -GENEsIS XX. 6.

WlIAT amazing love and condescension of God is revealed to us in this.
verse, that He should impute unto His servant the integrity and sincerity of heart which He Himself had implanted within him: "Yea, I
know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart," when that
heart, like everyone possessed by all the children of Adam, was" deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." And here comes out the·
comforting truth of God's faithfulness, "for I also." And it would
almost appear as if the Lord considered Himself only secondary in the
matter, or assisting Abimelech to do what was right: "For I also withheld thee from sinning against me." If we were not kept moment by
moment by the watchful eye of our" Father in heaven, what untold evils
should we be continually running into: "He will keep the feet of His
saints." "I will keep thee as the apple of mine eye." Although
Abimelech's would have been a sin of ignorance, yet the Lord, in His
wonderful mercy and pity, prevented him from committing it and
bringing dishonour upon His great and glorious name, who had chosen
him to be His servant and the king of a nation who feared the Lord.
Eternity alone will make manifest from how many ills and sins the
power of the Almighty has kept us through time: "Who are kept by
the power of God, through faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in
the last time." " The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and
he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast
down, for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand." "For the Lord
loveth judgment, and forsaketh not His saints; they are preserved fOJ)
ever."
Some of the great lessons we may draw from Abraham's conduct, as
detailed in this chapter, are, first, the deception he practised, through fear
of man, when the Lord had apparently left him a little while to himself,.
and he lost confidence in his God. How true it is "the fear of man
bringeth a snare." We may also learn, in connection with this, how th&
Lord passes by the sins of His people. But this must never lead us or
cause us " to sin that grace may abound. God forbid." Another truth
comes out in the seventh verse, "For he is a prophet, and shall pray
for thee, and thou shalt live." There Abraham stands in the place of a
mediator, and though he would have been the indirect means of Abimelech's sin, yet the Lord would accept his prayers for him; showing that·
for our sins of ignorance we stand in need of daily forgiveness and the
application to our souls of the atoning blood of the spotless Lamb of God.
There is also a very encouraging truth wrapped up in this verse, "He
is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee." "Pray one for another that.
ye may be healed." " The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." Again, we may learn from the tenth and eleventh verses
the danger of passing a rash judgment upon anyone before we know
whether they are the people of God or not: "And Abimelech said unto
Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?" Abra-
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ham could not say that he saw anything, but "Because I thought,
:surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my
wife's sake." To what great lengths the sin of unbelief will lead us, and
how grievous it is in the sight of God! This is taught us by Abimelech's
reproof of Abraham in the ninth verse, "What hast thou done unto us?
and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my
kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to
be done." Abraham compromised his conscience by telling a part of the
·truth, "And yet indeed she is my sister," &c., not considering the
hazardous consequences to himself and all concerned. This shows us the
·evil of prevaricating, as in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, who,
keeping back part of the truth, were considered by the Apostle to lie
unto the Holy Ghost. The whole chapter (Gen. xx.) teaches us how
easy it is to fall into sin when left for a time by the sustaining- hand of
God, through neglect of keeping our eyes ever towards Him. The precept and the promise go together to the people of GOd, so that by living
according to the one we have a right to the other: "In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." "I have taught thee
in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths." So that it
remains for us to walk in those paths, always looking to the Strong for
strength: "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh
'my help. My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and earth."

"
GUIDANCE HERE AND GLORY HEREAFTER.
" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory."

Thou shalt guide me, kind and
gentle Father,
Through all tI:e des~rt wi~d ;
I ask not for lts fall'est JOYS, but
rather,
That I may be Thy child.

TES,

I cannot go alone, unloved, untended,
Through life's untrodden way;
For oft into forbidden paths I've
wended,
And still may go astray.
My straining eyes see not a step before me,
Dense clouds my pathway hide;
But, oh! I fear not while Thy love is
o'er me,
My kind, unerring Guide.
And so I close my ear to other voices,
And list alone to Thine;

My spirit hears Thy counsel and rejoices,
Drinking of life divine.
By earthly leaning, rough storms my
trusts are flinging
Far from my grasp away;
But, closely to the Rock of Ages
clinging,
My soul feels no dismay~
Then, lead me on, dear Saviour, in
Thy kindness,
Througb paths Thy feet have worn,
Uninjured by the world's deep sin
and blindness,
Unto that glorious bOUl'ne,
Where I shall bask for ever in Thy
glory,
And bathe in endless love;
While angels listen to my wond'rous
story
Within Thy courts above.

THE righteousness, of Christ is your title to glory, the sanctification of
the Spirit your meetness for it, and a holy life your standing evidence.
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£.erm.ons nnh ,Jot.es of £.ermons.
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.
(NUMBEHS

x. 33.)

FIFTH LECTURE ON THE FURNITURE OF THE TABERNACLE, BY THE REV. THE
HON. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, LATE BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

WE have now to pass on from the Holy Place to the Holiest of All.
Leaving the Golden Candlestick, and the Table of Shewbread, and the
Altar of Incense, we turn our attention to the Ark of the Covenant.
It is a chest of Shittim or cedar-wood, two cubits and a half long,
one cubit and a half broad, and one cubit and a half high. It is overlaid, within and without, with gold. Like the Table of Shewbread,
and the Altar of Incense, it has a crown of gold, and rings of gold, with
staves of cedar-wood, overlaid with gold. These staves are never taken
<Qut (Exod. xxv. 10-15). The Ark itself is an open chest, having no lid.
Within it are placed the two TablesofStone,uponwhichtheTen Commandments were en graven with the finger of God. These Tables were called
"' the Testimony," and therefore was the Ark itself, often called" the A.rk
<Qf the Testimony" (see Exod. xxv. 16,21, 22). Yet, though the Ark was
<Qpen in itself, no eye ever saw those Tables of Stone. And why? There
was a Mercy Seat, made of pure gold; it was two cubits and a half long,
.and one cubit and a half broad, and was placed on the top of the Ark,
.concealing from view its august contents. Surmounting this Mercy
Seat, and made of the same pure gold, were the Cherubim of Glory.
It was from above the Mercy Seat, and from between the Cherubim,
that J ehovah co=uned with His" servant Moses" (Exod. x--rv. 17-22).
I now pUl'pose to speak more particularly of the Ark i < '9' E, leaving for
ihe present the filling up the details respecting the Most Holy Place.
Of what was the Ark itself a type? It was a type of Christ, "the
'Lord OUl' Righteousness." In order to open this to you, let me show you,
I. The Tables of Stone, on which were written the Ten Commandments.
IT. The Ark, and the Mercy Seat.
ITl. Deduce some practical lessons from certain facts connected with
the Ark.
1. The Tables of Stone. What are these? They are the Tables
which Moses took up with him into the mount, after the first were
broken; upon them were written, with the finger of God, the Ten Commandments.
We read of the first Tables in Exo. xxxi. 18; xxxii. 15, 16, 19.
We read of the second in Exo. xxxiv. 1, 4, 28. These second Tables,
hewed by Moses, carried up by him into the mount, and written upon by
ihe finger of Jehovah, are the Tables which were placed in the" Ark
<Qf the Testimony" (see Deut. x. 1-5). What, brethren, was the tenor
<Qf the writing engraven upon these stones? Surely the Ten Commandments. And these "commandments are exceeding broad" (Matt. v.
21, 22, 27, 28). See them summed up, in one word by OUl' Lord Him:self, Mat. xxii. 35-40. Now tell me for what purpose were these
laws thus graven upon Tables of Stone? S()me would answer, "That
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the' man which doeth those things shall live by them," for, see Rom. x:5 ;
and they would add, We find our Lord giving this reply to one who
asked, " What good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life ? "
(Matt. xix. 16, 17.) But, brethren, Scripture seems to say that such
are wrong, for now answer me another question: Can we keep the
commandments? We cannot. Ever since Adam fell, it has been
impossible for us to keep the commandments; our understanding is
darkened, our affections cleave to the dust, our will is most rebellious,
our conscience, which should stimulate us to diligent obedience, has
become in every case but a very feeble witness j in mauy a case, a most
deceitful flatterer. Truly it has been well said, Ps. xiv. 2, 3; Isaiah i.
2, 3, -1. Again I ask, Doth the law of God look with DO concern upon
this universal departure from its most stringent commands? Surely not
(Deut. xxvii. 26). See these words expanded in GaL iii. 10. Look,
dear people, at 2 Cor. x. 12. Are there not many, very many, who
measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves among
themselves; compare their filthy rags with the filthy rags of their
neighbours, and imagine that all is well? But let them be admonished
to compare their filthy rags with the snow-white purity of J ehovah's
law; then they will see, that they are indeed under a curse, for, Gal.
iii. 10.
Here, then, I think, we have an answer to the question, For what
purpose were the commandments thus graven upon Tables of Stone?
'rhey were thus graven, not that any might keep them, and live by them,
fur that was an impossibility; but that "every mouth" might" be
stopped, and all the world become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19).
According to that which is written in Gal. iii. 19, "Because of transgressions." To testify to man of his countless transgressions, in
thought, word, and deed, and to compel him to acknowledge the justice
of his punishment (see Ps. cxxx. 3). But, perhaps, some poor contrite one says, Was this the only object of the law, to condemn? No,
this was not the only object, for, see GaL iii. 24, as well as vel'. 22.
"The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." Wherefore? That
coming by faith to Christ, that life might of fr~e gift, be ours, which
we could not earn by the deeds of the law (Rom. iii. 20, 24).
But how, it may be asked, can that life be given to any in Christ,
which they cannot earn themselves? I answer, The law says, "This do
and thou shalt live." The poor needy one cries out, " I am undone; I
can never do it; I must perish." Christ interposes, "I have done all
that the law requires; believe on me, poor contrite one, and thou shalt
live" (Rom. x. 4). In orderto understand this, turn with melI. To the Ark, which contained the Tables of the Law. It signified
Him whose name is Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Jer. xxiii. 6). The Ark was of
cedar-wood. Just so was "the Lord our Righteousness" very Man.
His manhood was, like cedar-wood, the noblest, the choicest of its kind
(Song v. 10, 16). As cedar-wood is most fragrant to the smell, so is the
sinless manhood of Jesus, most delightsome to His Father (Isa. xlii. 1).
Once more, cedar-wood is reputed to be incorruptible. Is it not true
beyond all dispute that" He whom God raised again, saw no corruption ?"
(Acts xiii. 37; see also chap. ii. 23, 24.)
The Ark, thus made of cedar-wood, was made expressly for keeping
the Tables of the Law (Deut. x. 1-3). Now, for what purpose was it
that Jesus was set up? Wherefore was the Word made flesh? Where-·
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fure did He tabernacle among us ? (John i. 14.) It was for the express
purpose of keeping that law which none of His elect could keep (Rom.
viii. 3, 4). Yes! OhristJesus came upon earth for the very purpose of
keeping inviolate that law which His people had broken. Listen to His
own words, Ps. xl. 7, 8, and, again, Isa. xlii. 21. Was that purpose
accomplished for which the Ark was so curiously wrought ? Was that
law magnified, and made honourable, by Jesus which the people had so
fearfully dishonourecl? Truly, brethren, the Man Ohrist Jesus did keep
that law, which His people could not keep. He did "love the Lord His
God with all His heart, with all His soul, and with all His strength."
He did "love His neighboID' as Himself." Yea, He did" continue in
all things which are written in the book of the law to do them." In
thought, word, and deed; in childhood, youth, and manhood; in every
relation of life, and under all circumstances; He did always the things
which pleased His Father (John viii. 29). For whom did Ohrist thus
keep the law? For everyone of those happy ones who, being called by
His grace, do believe in Him (Rom. x. 4).
But it might be asked, How can the righteousness of the Man Ohrist
Jesus supply the lack ·af a number so great that no man can number it?
Observe, first, the Ark, though of Shittim-wood, was overlaid, within and
without, with pure gold. Just so Ohrist, who came of the seed of Israel
according to the flesh, was" over all God blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5).
Just as pure gold surrounded the wood on all sides, so did the glorious
Deity of Immanuel embosom His sinless humanity. His Deity" embosomed" His humanity, I say, for it was not mingled with it: "Although
He be God and Man, yet He is not two, but one Ohrist; One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the manhood into
God; One altogether; not by confusion of substance, but by unity of
Person." It is this union of the divine with the human nature (thus
beautifully stated in that most Scriptural Athanasian Oreed) which stamps
an infinite value upon the life-long obedience of Jesus, and makes it
available, not only for one, but for" everyone" that believeth (Rom.
iii. 21, 22). So that each such one may say, Isa. xlv. 24. May grace,
great grace, be given to many of you, my dear people, that you may
follow in the steps of Paul, and with him " count all things but loss,"
that you "may win Ohrist" (see Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9). For, indeed, the
prophecy contained in Isa. xlv. 8, hath been fulfilled. The wedding
,garment is provided at the door of the feast, so that each guest, from the
highways and the hedges, may joyfully sing, as in Isa. lxi. 10. Oh, remember, that if not clad with that linen white and clean, thou shalt surely
be cast out when the King comes to see the guests (Matt. xxii. 11-14).
Oh, then, rest not until Zech. iii. 4, can be said of thee.
Such was "the Ark of the Testimony." It was made ofShittim-wood, and
gold, to contain the Tables of the Law. So did the Eternal Word become
flesh, in order that as Man He might keep the whole law for His people,
while His Godhead stamped His obedience with a priceless value.
But some one may say, "I fear lest the transgressions of my life should
.call for vengeance upon my head. You have told me of a meritorious
righteousness, but how shall guilt be done away? The law has many
.charges against me; how can its angry voice be stilled? The garments
·of a King's Son are not enough; I must needs be washed from the filth of
the dunghill before I can be safe." .
Remember, secondly, brethren, that the Tables of the Law were
D
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hidden from view by the Mercy Seat, and that Mercy Seat was stained
with blood on the great day of atonement (Lev. xvi. 14). It was a type
of Christ, whose royal garb was stained, even with His own blood, in
the day of His atonement (see Isa. lxiii. 1-4). Let tb,e contrite sinner
know that Christ hath not only kept the law for such as him, but, also,
paid all the penalty due to it on his behalf; so that no longer can it
condemn him (Rom. viii. 1).
Do any of you remember the history of the men of Bethshemesh, in
1 Sam. vi. (see verses 19, 20), and know, dear brethren, that such must
be the lot of all who venture to look upon the law out of Christ (Rom.
iv. 15); but not so with any who stay themselves upon the Mercy Seat,
even upon Him" whom God hath set forth to be a Propitiation" (see Rom.
iii. 25, 26). Christ interposes between them and the law which condemns
them. The Lord that dwelleth between the cherubim must look
through a whole heap of satisfaction before He can espy that law which
pronounces them accursed.
Oh, then, look, poor contrite one, at the Mercy Seat, and remember Him
who hath said, John viii. 51. Thou shalt" see death" if, like the men of
Bethshemesh, thou puttest away the Mercy Seat and lookest at the
offended, the ten thousand times offended, law; but thou shalt never" see
death" if thou clingest to the Mercy -Seat. U zzah truly was smitten
when he put forth his hand and touched the Ark, because the oxen
shook it; but thou shalt not be smitten if thou layest hold on Jesus!
Oh may many so spiritually handle Him as to be able to say, 1 John i. 1;
Rom. v. 1.
Such, brethren, is the Mercy Seat. The Ark contains the law; it signifies Christ, sent forth for the very purpose of keeping the law for His
people. 1'he blood-stained Mercy Seat conceals the law; it signifies
Christ, sent forth for the very purpose of paying all the penalties due to
the law for the offences of His elect; and so paying them that the law
can never raise an accusing voice against them (see Jer. 1. 20).
I might now remark the Crown round about the Ark. There it is, the
Crown of the same uncontrollable sovereignty which surrounds the
Table of Shewbread and the Altar of Incense, and proclaims aloud,
Rom. ix. 15, 16. May all who call themselves by the name of Christ
have wisdom and grace given them adoringly to bow down to Him who
saith, Rom. ix. 21. But, important though this doctrine is, we must not
dwell longer upon it now.
Let me, in conclusion,
IH. Deduce some practical lessons from certain facts connected with
the Ark.
.
Notice, first, that the Staves were ever to be in the Ark, ready for the
use of the Levites who bore it (Exo. =v. 15; Deut. x. 8). Surely it is
no less right that the Levites of the Gospel dispensation should ever
carry Christ as "the Lord our Righteousness." To everyone poor,
weary, heavy-laden soul they should carr.y Him in His vicarious
righteousness as the Ark, they should carry Him in His vicarious sufferings, as the Mercy Seat, fearlessly proclaiming, Acts xiii. 38, 39. Bl'etm:en,
the Lord Jesus Himself preached even to His persecutors, John v. 24.
Shall they who call themselves His ministers venture to preach less?
No! let them boldly say to the broken-hearted penitent, 1 Cor. i. 30 ;
2 Cor. v. 21. But let no one say that we therebv "make void the law"
.(nom. iii. 31).
•
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Look to the Ark again,
Secondly. The law truly is forced to lie under the Mercy Seat, so that,
Rom. iv. 6; but the law, though hid, is not thrown away; having been
the schoolmaster to bl'ing to Christ, it is now the rule of a loving, a
willing, a grateful service (Rom xii. 1, 2). Let them that rail against
the doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness know that His people,
while they find it needful that Re should go before them when J er{cho
is to be overthrown, or when Jordan is to be crossed, to prepare a way
for them, and to give them good success, by virtue of Ris finished work,
by no means forget that Re hath also left an example that they should
walk in Ris steps. Far from it, for, 1 Thess. iv. 1. Bl'ethren, let the
legalist know, that if we would conquer sin, it must be in the strength
of a God already reconciled to us. But, on the other hand, let the
Antinomian know that it is in vain to say that he is reconciled if he is
not striving to conquer sin (Rom. viii. 1).
One word more,
Thirdly. In the journeyings of' Israel the Ark went before them, to
"search out a resting-place" (Num. x. 38). Need the people of God
be reminded of those blessed words of the Lord Jesus in John xiv. 2, 3 ?
'fruly, brethren, the Ark is searching out a resting-place for us now.
Row soon we may be there we know not (Rev. xi. 19).
Oh, may grace be given us to obey the command of' our God, Col. iii.
1, 2, 3, for truly that is a resting-place (Rev. vii. 13-17).
MOTTO FOR 1874.

"LOOK

UP!"

('AvaKv\jJaTE.-Lmrn xxi. 28).
LOOK not behind thee, destruction is there,
Gen. xix. 17, 26.
Look not beneath thee, in doubt or despair,
Matt. xiv. 30.
Look not within thee, defilement to see,
Jer. xvii. 9.
Look not arolmd thee, to mortals like thee.
L'a. ii. 22.
Look right before thee, press toward the prize,
Fhil. iii. 13, 14.
Look high above thee, where thy treasure lies, .
Col. iii. 1, 2.
Look quite out from thee, proud self thus disown,
Heb. xii. 1, 2.
Look from all Oil earth, look to Christ alone.
lsa. xlv. 22; Mark L"'{. 8.
Look up with joy, thy Lord will soon appear,
Luke xxi. 28.
Great signs now tell of full salvation near;
Matt. xxiv. &c.
Walk then with God, like him whom God took up, Gen v. 24.
Tili He comes for thee HOLD F.A.ST and LOOK UP! Rev. iii. n.
Man's erect form shows that he was created to look up,. hence called
av8pw7ror. Sin makes man look down (Psa. xl. 12 ; Luke xviii. 13). When
Jesus gave sight to Bartimeus, Re told him to look up (ava{3AE\jJov). With
eye and heart opened, sinners are exhorted to look up and live (Num. xxi.
8,9; Zech. xii. 10; Johniii.14, 15; Isa. xlv. 22). "LoolcinguntoJesus"
(Reb. xii. 2).
"I will direct my prayer unto Thee, and will 1001, up"
(Psa. v. 3). "Looking for that blessed hope" ('fitus ii. 13). "To them that
look for Rim shall Re appear the second time without sin unto salvation".
(Reb. ix. 28). "No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
b(wk, is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke ix. 62). Those who look up may
soon be caught up (1 Thess. iv. 17).
Bn·stol.
R. COllN.A.LL, M.A.
D 2
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PARLOUR EOHOES; OR, TALK BETWEEN G - E AND
M-G.
(From the" Christian Standard.")
M. OUR progress exceeds my most sanguine expectations. I full well
knew what an immensely difficult task lay before us, in the imperious
race we had to subdue; but the course proposed more than thirty years
ago has answered admirably, and now I feel that we have nothing whatever to fear.
G. I grant that the progress has been most satisfactory, and I acknowledge, with you, that it has far surpassed my anticipations; still, I cannot say that I am without my fears about matters, after all.
M. I see no ground for any apprehension whatever. A short time ago
I was alarmed in regard to the expulsion of the Jesuits from Germany.
)\{y fear was their non-admission to this country; but now that we have
tided that over, our success is certain. We' have a footing and an influence that will baffle any resistance with which we may have to cope.
G. I am not so sure of that. You are decidedly more sanguine than
T. As I remarked in a former conversation, I see so great a disposition
in your party to go on too fast.
M. I think you underrate our strength in the kingdom. A few years
ago there was, I admit, the need for that caution and wariness for which
you contend, but, happily, we are got beyond this now. Seeing that the
stronghold of Protestantism was the Ohurch of England, the plan was
to inocculate that with Oatholic doctrine and observances. This, as you
are aware was set about through the medium of the Oxford Tracts;
after which there was a gradual-but since, a rapid-leavening of that
Church, both clerical and lay, with Catholic principles and practices, so
that people are no longer satisfied with the dry, dronish forms and customs of a byegone period. Excitement is the order of the day, and we
are most happily successful in pandering to that excitement.
G. But John Bull is very matter-of-fact after all.
M. Granted; but the wives and daughters have a wonderful influence
upon the old fellow; he is immensely accommodating; and as long as his
various pursuits and pleasures are not interfered with, he cares comparatively little for this or that form of worship; the more so as he sees what
a zest and a stimulus it gives to those who were heartless and indifferent
before. He concludes-and wisely, too-that what rouses and energises,
especially in matters of religion, must be of advantage. He can but
mark the contrast that, whereas the Church and its services aforetime were
irksome, now they are attractive, and prompt to a putting the hand to
every good work. The sick are sought after, the hungry are fed, and
the naked clothed; and surely this is the very essence of religion. Moreover, both himself and his family are the more highly thought of for
their philanthropy and good works.
G. But this was done before. There is no denying that the clergy of
the Established Church stood high in the estimation of the people.
M. Admitted; but they had dwindled down into the plain and the
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prosy. These wanted a true Catholic revival; they needed new lifeblood infused into their veins.
G. So it would seem that the 483 clergymen thoug-ht who petitioned
the bishops for the appointment of father confessors'. Now this
proves my words about going too fast. See what has come of it. The
country is stirred up against these men and their movements; and the
bishops-M. The bishops! Of course, you refer to their charges and remonstrances; but what of this? It amounts to nothing. It's confined to
words; scarcely one takes action. The Ritualists are heart and soul
with us. They are true Catholics; and, although working insidiously,
they, at the same time, are working far more effectively than if avowed
Catholics. And, whatever may have been said against them, nothing has
in the least wise stayed their progress.
G. I admit the force of your argument, and, as far as it goes, your
reasoning is sound. Still, I would have you remember that you speak
only of one section of the community, and that a comparatively small
section. Even supposing that you had the entire aristocracy with you,
the nation at large is Protestant, and therefore antagonistic to your views
M. Our opposers are not so numerous as you imagine. In the first place,
there is a very large proportion of the community who are altogether
indifferent about the religious question at all. Whatever conduces to
their worldly interests they are prepared to support.
G. Admitted; but you must not lose sight of the fact that the Nonconformists are a very powerful body in this country, and they are
thoroughly Protestant.
M. Not to the extent you suppose. This difficulty was long ago foreseen and prepared for. It was known {'hat those remnants of the old
system which had been left in the Church of England would afford
ample material to work upon, as far as the Establishment was concerned;
at the same time, it was clear that, if the latent prejudi<te upon the part
of dissent could be nurtu~ed and intensified-and thus class set against
class-the common bulwal'k against Catholicism would be materially
weakened. Now, as you are well aware, the plea for the removal of all
religious disabilities, and the equalization of all creeds, is a bait that
has taken admirably; and. this recent education question for the promotion of simply secular teaching has furthered our cause immensely.
G. But I thought you were a most strenuous advocate for religious
instruction.
M. So, in reality, I am, for how are Catholic interests to be fqrwarded
without it? But I appear to dogmatise 101' religious teaching, that others
may imagine that Catholics took no prominent part in their compulsory
education measure, whereas they were the chief promoters of it; sb that
the hostile feeling of Dissenters against the Church might be strengthened,
and Catholic interests furthered thereby.
G. This, I see, accounts for that wider breach between Church and
dissent which I have of late contemplated.
M. Precisely so; and this was foreseen must be the ground to work
upon. Hence our agents are distributed"" among the various branches of

* The writer has lately heard of two cases in which Jesuits were acting in disguisethe one in the house as a pa,rn, the other in another as a m!>'se, she being highly complimented for her devotion to the beloved invalid, and for the careful, but ready, way in
which she was lifted in and out of bed. Upon being recognised by visitors, both immediately absconded.
'
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the dissenting community, in order that they may thoroughly rouse any
jealousy against the Church which may for a season have lain dormant,
and, in their antagonism, prompt them to advocate measures which must
ultimately advance Oatholicism. In plain terms, we are making Dissenters our" cat's-paw." Our object once attained, they, as well as
others, shall know that the true Oatholic Ohurch must and. shall be
supreme.
G. It astounds me that Dissenters h'1ve become willing to set aside the
Bible as an indispensable featurfl in their daily teaching.
M. I am free to confess that herein I saw the greatest difficulty with
which we should have to contend. We well know their extreme tenacity
upon this point; but, notwithstanding, the bait has answered-separate
times and other teachers for Bible instruction. This, however, between
ourselves, is a mere ruse, for what child would be willing, or what parent
insist upon, additional drilling after the labours of the day, especially
when the "tVaywardness :and self-will of children are marked features
of our times? Rely ul)on it, there is not one child in twenty would remain, after the secular work, for any such ordeal.
G. ~DU have confined your remarks to the religious bearing of the
times; but what think you of the political aspect, and of my prospects?
M. Why, to be candid, I had grave fears some time since that your
popularity was waning. A COllnter movement was but too plainly evident. The commercial world was disturbed-, and, though, I acknowledge,
it was a part of Oatholic policy to stir up certain prejlldices, and set class
against class, even in a worldly point of view, yet I feared a storm w'as
rising the which you would fail to quell. When, hovrever, I heard of
your proposal to dispense with the income tax-that bane to the English
mind-I at once came to the con,clusion that it would not only adjust any
little difference of feeling or opinion, but prove a very climax of shrewdness and sagacity. I trust, therefore, that you will steadily keep this in
view. Let all other considerations yield to this. By so doing you will
establish yourself, strengthen the hands of your Ministry, carry the forth.
coming elections, and further the great Oatholic cause.

THE PROTESTANT'S STRONGHOLD.
OALVINISM is, as your correspondent remarks in the article on the Bath Oongress, the bone and ~inew of Protestantism. The Tablet, a Roman Oatholic
organ, fi'om which he quotes, pays a high tribute to the memory of John
Calvin, the great reformer. "But for him Luther's movement would probably
have died out with himself and associates," and" the only form of Protestantism that still shows any signs of life and vigour is unquestionably
Calvinism," and, further, "Calvin organised it, gave it form and consistency, and his spirit has sustained it to this day." This is what Roman
Catholics tell us, and we ought to feel grtitteful to them for pointing out
our stronghold. But the information is new to me, and possibly may be
new to many readers. It were as though our opponents said, Calvinism
is your most formidable weapon, and, if you are wise, you will not let it
slip out of your fingers. We may sometimes learn much from an enemy,
but it is very rare indeed that a foe will take the trouble to tell you
where your strength lies, and what the nature of the instrllment which
will penetrate the joints of the harness.
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The subject is suggestive. Is Calvinism the dread of Popery? If so,
let us stand by it and rally round the good old flag. And were not other
great teachers and Christian reformers Calvinists? Martin Luther and
John Knox, for instance? And do not their labours triumphantly refute
the charge of exclusiveness so often brought against them and their
adherents? As we look at their efforts for the good of humanity we
are inclined to believe that, all religion aside, and measured by the
standard of philanthropy, they would favourably compare with the most
celebrated philanthropists of any age. They lived and laboured for the
common good, and, although not politicians, as we understand the term,
their pulpit-teaching was reflected in the legislature of the time. It was the
leaven permeating society. This was especially so in Calvin's case. The
city of Geneva, as he entered it, was a hot-bed of vice, but ere his great
work was done the sluices or her iniquity were dammed up, the gamesters
had abandoned their tables, and, instead of the song of the drunkard,
there arose, like pure incense to heaven, the praises of the ransomed,
and when Calvin died Geneva wept and clothed herself in sackcloth.
When opponents tell us that such a doctrine must necessarily conduce
to apathy, foster a spirit of indolence, and enfeeble the natural energies,
let us point them to this great preacher, and call to mind the last chapter.
As he drew nei'tT to his end, he worked the harder j he did. not take off
his harness, but kept it on, and died in it; and his reply to the friend
who remonstrated with him for continuing his labours is well known,
" Would you have God find me idle? "
But this" high" doctrine-for as such some are pleased to term it-is
plainly laid down in the Articles-that body of divinity so little read.
Article XVII. reads, "Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose
of God, whereby (before the foundations of the world were laid) He hath
.constantly decreed by His counsel secret tu us, to deliver from curse and
damuation those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.
·Wherefore they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God be
called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season;
they through grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be
made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of His
only-begotten Son J esns Christ: they walk religiously; in good works,
and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
Many clergymen, intlte!l,d of preaching the great truth this Article
involves, quietly shelve it, and put FREE WILL in its place; so they turn
iheir heels on their own solemn vows, and undermine what they should
defend. Men of the world are to be found, with not an atom of religion
in them, who will refuse a lucrative appointment rather than do something their conscience forbids; but no such scruple would seem to stand
in the way of those who enter the Church on the condition that they
shall stand by her statutes, which statutes they ignore.
The Christian's life is in Holy Writ compared to a warfare. The
Chistian is a soldier fighting under the banner of his Captain, Jesus
Christ. But to combat ceaselessly against the world, and sin and Satan,
and a heart ever prone to evil-to combat daily, hourly, ever with no
prospect of a flag of truce, no prospect of a lull in the hurricane of sin
and sorrow, no respite whatever till death-is such hard work that no
man by his own natural strength ever went through it to the end. Some
begin well, but breasting the stream does not clo, so they quietly float
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down with the current and desert, as did Pliable, in " Pilgrim's Progress.' r
In our Church there are too many of these deserters.
In our army all deserters are branded with "D j" in our Church wegive them comfortable livings, and persecute all those who are true to
their colours-true to the Articles, true to their ordination vows.
The advocates of the free will theory must be certainly blind, when
in their own Bibles they can read the first sermon which the FOUNDER of
Christianity ever preached, and which is illustrative of Calvinism so
" extreme," to use their own words, as to completely throw into the
shade any page of Calvin. But as the free will theorists may not have
read the sermon, or they may have cut it out with a pair of "religious"
scissors, we lay it before them: "Verily I say unto you, No prophet is
accepted in his own country. But I tell you· of a truth, many widows
were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land:
but unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon,
unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in
the time of Eliseus the prophet j and none of them was cleansed, saving
N aaman the Syrian" (Luke iv. 24-27). This discourse was preached in
the synagogue of Nazareth, where were gathered together many" pious ".
persons and" class" leaders, but with what results.the context plainly tells
us: "And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things,
were filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust Him out of the city, and
led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they
might cast Him clown headlong" (verses 28, '29). A moment or two before
this His hearers, we are told, wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth; but, as soon as the Preacher drew that line
of demarcation from the Old Testament, they became furious and responded to His teaching with yells and execrations.
" High" doctrine was unpopular then, and is as little in favour at this
hour; but truth is truth in every shade, whether in the sciences or in the
arts, and, whether popular or unpopular, can never be destroyed. Truth
may not be very attractive in certain forms; perhaps she may be like
those excellent characters in the world whom we do not like at first sight,
but who improve on acquaintance j and with these latter may we not put
Oalvinism as seen in the robes of the Swiss reformer?
Now, thousands of our Protestant brethren, who regularly attend
church, would be surprised if you were to tell them that, to be consistent
churchmen, they ought to be Calvinists to the back-bone; for so is thA
" Article" quoted; but, then, many of these never read the" Articles of
Faith," and, if you asked them what they believed, they could not tell
you, because they do not know, and going to a Mormon meeting-house,
or to the hut of a "medicine man" of the Ashantees, or to a Turkish
Mosque, would be the same thing to them. If, like Pilate, they ask
what truth is, like Pilate they hurry ofi' without waiting for an answer.
But if Article XVII., on "Predestination and Election," is most clear,
not less clear is Article X. on "Free Will." "The condition of man after
the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his
own natural strength and good works, to faith and calling upon God.
Wherefore we have no power to do g'ood works pleasant and acceptable
to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may
have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will."
Many passages in the Scriptures prove this j but one only, spoken by
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Ohrist Himself, ought to be conclusive, "Without me ye can do nothing."
Let us bear constantly in mind that free will is the mainstay of every
Pagan system, and of Popery, and of every other modern heresy. Where
the Calvinist has no faith whatever, i.e., in his own doings, all their hopes
are centred. This is so in all Pagan mythologies; in the worship of
Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto by the Greeks; of Brahma, Vishnu and
Siva by the Hindoos; of 08iris, Horus and Typhon by the Egyptians;
of Ormuzd, Mithras and Ahriman by the Persians; of Menimus, Azez
and Ares by the Syrians; of Baal by the Cananites; of Odin, Vile and
Ve by the Goths; of Aponti, Churunti and Intiguoaqui by the Peruvians;
and of Mexitle, Tlaloc and Tezcallipoca by the Mexicans-the base of
each of these Pagan systems was free will. They may have differed as
to the nature of the paradise promised their votaries, bllt the road that
led to it was the Same-GIVE, GIVE, and GO ON GIVING. This was all they
had to do; the priests would do the rest~give the spirit a free pass over
the dark valley to the bright wo-rId beyond. The priests found the
business profitable; they required no capital and no stock, save a, few
incantations, and oracles, and mysteries. Pilgrimages to this or to that
place were encouraged; and, as each pilgrim deposited something in the
sacred coffers, their temples were gorged with wealth, and Diodorus
Siculus states that the treasures of Delphi alone amounted to £2,2.'>0,000!
It is evident from this, and much more might be adduced in proof of
it, that free will is a paying creed. Arminius get~ on his legs and
shouts aloud to his fellow-craftsmen, "Sirs, ye know that by this craft
we have our wealth." Of course if you can make a creed pay, you are
certain to muster pretty strong. It is fashionable to be "pious," or to
appear so, and not to be it is not to be respectable. Free will is a.
respectable creed; it is admirably suited to the man of business, for it
enables him to cling fast to the world with one hand and to religion with
the other. He can go to heaven squinting, that is to say, with only
"half an eye" to Christ. The dogma was severely handled by the late
Joseph Irons, of Camberwell, who, in a sermon preached November 10th,
1850, thus speaks of it :- " Free will, which is the life-blood of Popery,
the very Jezebel which feeds Baal's prophets at her own table, is guilty
of high-treason against the God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel; it
rejects the sovereignty of God the Father, it usurps the throne of God
the Son, and claims His diadem, yea, it contemns the office and work of
God the Holy Ghost by setting poor fallen man to do His work, so that
we must rank its advocates among Baal worshippers, and not among the
worshippers of our God. It is somewhat remarkable that ArminianisJ1l.
is the religion of all classes of unregenerate persons. If you converse
with the most depraved characters who crowu our prisons, you will find
them all free-willers; they will tell you there are others worse than they,
and that they mean to be better and to make amends for all that is past.
All the thieving, cheating, lying, and swearing; yea, even all the murders
committed in the land, are the outbreakings of man's unrestrained free
will. On the contrary, all the excellencies which the mind of man can
develop, all ,the devotion he ever breathes, and all the Christianity that
saves his soul, are the gifts and operations of God's free grace."
But no creed is saving. No man will be saved by it. Creed is the
effect, but not the cause of faith. Paul, writing to Timothy (chap. i. 13)
says, "Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me,
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." He exhorts him to hold fast.
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the "form of sound words," or creed; but he adds, "in faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus." Many persistently cling to the first who
know nothing of the second. Of this class was Judas, whose creed
wag sound, and like him are many professors in our day, who cannot hear
error, and who are ready to "split hairs" with you in divinity, and are
very apt in quoting Scripture when they are in their "cups," whose
religion is nothing more than a creed. But the presence of the traitor,
Judas among the disciples does not disprove the Godhead of Christ,
neither do these shameless professors of "high" doctrine bring aught
capital against the creed of Calvin, which, the Romanists tell us, is
our STRONGHOLD.

Pewsey, Wilts.

1·1. B.

WHAT IS A PUSEYITE?

.C" Lord

Justice Knight Bruce asked if anyone of the learned counsel would define
'Puseyites,' but no one attempted a definitioll." -Law Report in the Homing Hem/d,

.Nov. 12th, 1851.]
REPLY.

tell me what's a Puseyite ?" 'Tis puzzling to describe
This ecclesiastic Janus, or a pious hybrid tribe;
At Lambeth and the V£!tican he's equally at home,
Although, 'tis said, he's wont to give the p1'efe1'ence to Rome.
Voracious as a book-worm is his antiquarian maw,
:rhe "Fathers" is his text-book, the " Cano'(!s" is his law;
He's "mighty" in the" Rubrics," and" well up" in the" Creeds,"
But he only quotes the" Articles" just as they Sel've his needs.
The Bible is to him almost a sealed book,
Reserve is on his lips, and mystery in his look;
The" s(lcramental system" is the lamp t' illume his night,
He loves the earthly candlestick more than the heavenly light.
He is great in puerilities, when he bows, and when he stands,
ln the cutting of his surplice, and renouncing of the bands;
Each sc!int upon the calendar he knows by heart at least,
He always dates his letters on a vigil or a feast.
He talketh much of discipline, but when the shoe doth pinch,
This most obedient, duteous son, will not give way an inch;
Pliant and obstinate by turns, whate'er may be the whim,
He's only for the Bishop, when the Bishop is for him.
But hark! with what a nasal twang, between a whine and g1'oan,
He doth our noble Liturgy most murderously intone;
Cold are his prayers and praises, his preaching colder still,
Inanimate and passionless, his very look doth chill.
Others as weak, but more sincere, who rather feel than think,
Encouraging he leads to Popery's dizzy b1'ink;
And when they take the fatal plunge, he walks back quite content,
To his snug berth at church, and wondm's why they went.
Such, and much 'more, and worse, if I had time to write,
Is a slight sketch, your worship, of a thoj'ough Puseyite ;
Whom even Rome repudiates, as she laughs within her sleeve,
At the sacredotal mimic, a solemn "make-believe."
Oh! it were well for England, if her Church were rid of these,
Half-Papist and half-P1'otestant, who are less her friends than foes;
Give me the open enemy, and not the hollow friend,
With God and with our Bible, we need not feal' the end.
-" Protes/cm! Banner,"
" PRAY
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THE ALPHA.
IF it be, as the Rev. Legh Richmond says, "a delightful employment to
discover and trace the operations of divine grace as they are manifested
in the dispositions and lives of God's real children," surely it is not less
so for the spiritually-minded to discover God in, and heartily acknowledge
Him as, the Alpha in every deliverance of His people from temporal and
spiritual trouble. Stephen, the martyr, in. his powerful address before
the council, struck this key-note. In his :first utterance he said, "The God
of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he dwelt in Oharran" (Acts vii. 2). Dr. Hawker beautifully puts
it, and often used to put it thus: "If God will make a revelation of
Himself to His creatUl'es, it must have respect:first to His own glory." But
Stephen did not, as many now do, begin on a high note of God's sovereign
free grace, and end by complementing the free will of' fallen sinners; nay,
he maintains the golden thread to the close of his defence. At the
beginning we see the truth verified, "I will have mercy on whom I will
have mercy," and at the close, in these words, so firmly charging home
on his hearers their own personal guilt, viz., "Ye stiffnecked and un<circumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as
your fathers did, so do ye" (Acts vii. 51 ). We also see verified the
solemn and awful truth, "Whom He will He hardeneth" (Rom. ix. 18).
In this respect Stephen closely followed the footsteps of his Divine Master
and beloved Lord (see Luke iv. 27, 28 and John x. 14-2(9); and that he
was so well enabled to do it is found in the words, "Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Ghost."
When the God of glory appeared to Abraham He came with absolute
promises and a word of power, accompanied with a gracious manifestation of Himself; and in a similar manner does He appear to all Abraham's
,spiritual seed; and, until He so approaches the soul in His way of mercy,
all that man can do is utterly valueless. As Elisha Oole well says, "Invitations, exhortations, or such like, and offers of Ohrist, are but' rotten
wood;' but one of the sure mercies of David is, 'Thy people shall be
willing in the day of Thy power.' "
God promised Abraham and his seed the land.of Canaan for a pos.session; but also foretold that they should be strangers in a land not
theirs, and should serve them, and be affiicted 400 years. "And also that,
nation," said God, "whom they shall serve, will I judge; and afterwards
they shall come out with great substance" (Gen. xv. 14). What a
'beautiful commentary on this is the word of the Lord Ohrist in the
book of Proverbs, "I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst
of the paths of judgment, that I may cause those that love me to
inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures" (Prov. viii. 20, 21).
God's beginnings in the souls of His chosen are often small, but they
are ever sure (Phi!. i. 6). In this His power and wisdom are manifested.
When He began Israel's deliverance from Egypt He appeared to a
solitary shepherd at the back-side of the desert, the visible emblem of
His presence being a type of Israel oppressed but not destroyed-a
suffering Ohurch preserved in a miraculous manner. In all the way of
J ehovah's deliverance there are obstacles.. Mountains of difficulty are
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reared up '; but before this Zerubbabel they eventually become a plain.
Moses's want of eloquence is not to stand in the way, nor Pharaoh's
pride, unbelief, tyranny, and stubbornness. What! shall anything
created on earth or hatched in hell be able to stand before the arm of
Omnipotence? Oh, to be preserved from cherishing such a thought!
and to be broug-ht to that place, feelingly, by the sovereign operation
of the blessed Spirit of God, which Toplady must have occupied when
he wrote" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His power will complete;
His promise is, yea and amen,
And never was forfeited yet."
He is the Eternal, His acts of mercy towards a chosen and redeemed
sinner must, therefore, be great acts in their final issues, and in this
view the weakest believer is warranted to say concerning himself, at all
times, what he can sincerely say in his favoured moments, "The Lord
shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (2 Tim.
iv. 18).
Pranmere, Birkenhead.
G. A.
"THE LORD IS GOOD, A STRONGHOLD IN THE DAY OF
TROUBLE."
" So you've come in to see your old friend Oll his death-bed! "
" Not his death-bed, I trust; but I heard you were very ill, and I
could not pass the house without calling in to inquire how myoId
schoolfellow was."
"Yes, little did you and I think we should live to see each other as we
do now; you a cripple for life, and I confined to my bed, to suffer till it
pleases God to remove me. Do you remember how we used often to
run the whole two miles to school?"
"Yes, not mueh the matter with lungs or legs then."
" And now I have had to sit bolstered up as you see me for tho last
month, and even then all last night the beads of perspiration stood upon
my forehead, from the labour it gave me to draw breath. Thank God, I
am easier this morning, as I want to have a few words with you. The
doctor says it is rapid consumption it's turning to now, and there's not a
.
chance of my recovery."
" Oh! doctors are often mistaken; only One above knows what IS
before us."
"I am glad to hear you own One above."
" Oh, of course I believe in the existence of a .God, One more powerful
than ourselves. You and I would not be as we are if we could have
helped it."
" And yet it was a Power greater than our own that gave us the life and
health of youth, was it not? Do you not sometimes wonder if it is the
same God who is making us suffer, and yet gives medicine oftentimes to
deliverfrom that suffering? "
"That's nonsense, the same God cannot do two different things afthe
same time. These are two beings warring against each other."
" And which is the stronger, which is God, the evil or tl,le good?
Evil, I should say, since good feeds and clothes us for so many days, but
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;at last can do no more than hand us over to be destroyed by 'the evil.
And I do not see why I should not please Him by hastening on what He
intends Himself to do sooner or later." And the poor sufferer stretched
forth his hand towards a bottle mat'ked "Poison," which stood by his
bedside.
" Oh, don't!" cried his friend, seizing it and throwing it behind the
:fire in his horror.
"But I don't see why I should not do so, for God must be cruelty
itself if He can permit a poor fellow to linger in suffering as He does me,
.and not explain Himself to His creature, whom He has endowed with
reason."
"But I thought you did believe in the Bible, and does not that say,
Whom the Lord lov'eth He chasteneth,' and that' death' itself shall not
" separate you' from His love ?"
" Yes, if the Bible b£ true, I can rej oice in my sufferings; yes, and
glory in death, since it tells me,a Saviour God died for sinners. But what
if God be not good? "
" God is good, for how many more days have we had good than evil?
Besides, do you not remember how cruel and untrue you used to be, but
the Spirit of' truth and mercy rules in you now, therefore, good must be
God."
"And the change was wrought in me through believing the book
,you won't receive as of God. That book alone showed me what gooel is,
and, through the Spirit's power, who wrote it, turned me from untruth
10 truth, from cruelty to love; and it alone gives me a reason now still
to believe, in the midst of my agonies, that 'God is love.'"
" And, thank God, I now see that if good is God, He must have left
His creatures to whom He has given reason a revelation of Himself."
" Yes, and further, the whole of the Old Testament, as received by the
Jews in our Lord's time, must be of God, or the Lord Jesus, when He
was on earth, would have encouraged His creatures in deceit, by attending
-the synagogues where the law and the prophets were read."
"Yes, He said, did He not, 'If you believe not Moses's writings, how
shall you believe my word?' therefore, if we believe one, we must
believe the other." He buried his face in his hands for some moments,
then looking up in the dying face of his friend, said, slowly, "Faith has
conquered unbelief, and no motive can be stronger than mine to live to
'God, for I see that while I was yet a sinner Christ died for me."
" And to as many as receive Him, to them gives He power to become
the Sons of God."
"God has given you a soul for your hire, a seal to your ministry.
We shall meet and praise together the King of kings, and Lord of
lords, our Redeemer from the curse of sin, and also the power of sin,"
.said his friend, as he stooped to kiss the death-sealed brow.
RULES FOR D AlLY LIFE.
SAY nothing you would not like God to hear.
Do nothing you would not like God to see.
Write nothing you would not like God to read.
Go to no place where you would not like God to :find you.
Read no book of which you would not like God to say, " Show it me."
Never spend your time in such a way that you would not like God to '
:say, "What art thou doing?"
.
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A WORD TO YOUNG MEN.

" Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth."-EccLEs. xii. 1.
the many errors that tend to seduce the young man from a:
consistent and upright course, none has a more baneful and injurious
effect than the desire to be and to do the same as those with whom he
may by circumstances, accidental or intentional, be brought into contact..
This pandering to the desires and wishes, whims and caprices, of acquaintances frequently leads him from the path of moral rectitude and virtue
to that of an irregular and rugged, whereby not only his prospects of a
worldly nature are blighted, but those also of a spiritual; for, if once he
should submit-notwithstanding it be not without a struggle-the better
promptings of his judgment to the fickle-mindedness of others, he will
find it very hard to re-assert his right to be the best judge of his own
actions and the wisest counsellor of his own ways and deeds. It is, as a
rule, far easier to be led and directed than to lead and direct-to be
guided and controlled than to guide and control; and a pathway once
hewn out of the crude and pliable mind of an individual not sufficiently
strong to withstand the temptations of a more masculine becomes, in
course of time, sufficiently smooth for the heavy burden of sin to travel
over. The harmonious feeling sought after, and obtained, possibly at an
immense sacrifice of mental perversion, is conducive, in many instances,
to the demoralization and degradation of the devotee of the fashionable
offspring of a meretricious and gaudy world. The light-heartedness, the
gaiety, or, perhaps, brilliancy, of one misguided companion may be a
loadstone powerful enough to attract a dozen erring ones to the dangerous,
subtle, :;Lnd temporarily-pleasing avenue that leads to the broad road of
destruction. The exuberant hilarity and outflow of feeling forming the
enchantment of the will of others is possibly-and alas! too probablybut the outward (lraping of a heart gnawed to its very core by the
blighting and destroying influence of all that tends to the production of
the sup81;ficial and deceptive effulgencythat irradiates the darkened mental
recesses of the weak aud vacillating; and it cannot be too often or too
strongly impressed upon young men, that the best guide to a choice of
companions is not the exterior appeaJ.'ance, but the inward stability and
fu'mness of upright principle added to the sobriety of manner and the
purity of intention emanating from a desire to live according to the precepts of the Gospel, after the pattern of the Saviour, and to do to all men as
they would they should be done by. But, as in all the other alluring besetments of sin, it is much more agreeable to satisfy the cravings of the flesh
than to give a passing thought to the eternal welfare of the immortal soul,
or to bestow a casual glance upon the dread realities of eternity. The immeasurable and inconceivable value of the riches of the world to come is
swallowed up in the worthlessness and poverty of the present. Sin is
rampant, religion at a discount, put holiness-where? And it can be·
truly said that the want of putting into practice even a small quantity
of the unlimited profession of Ohristians is one of the greatest drawbacks to the advancement of Gospel light, and a powerful weapon in the
hands of the scoffer and the unbeliever. Self, and the interests of self,
embody nine-tenths of all the evils in existence, if not the whole.
Scarcely a thought is bestowed on the rights or the justice of the claims·
of another.
AMONG
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"Rejoice, 0 young- man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in,
the days of thy youth,· and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the
sight of thine eyes: but know thou that for all these things God will
bring thee into judgment." These words are tinged with the bitter
irony of the Preacher, who places prominently before youth the smooth
and enticing desires and ways of the senses,· seemingly counselling him
to follow them in all their fulness, and then concluding with an ominousa terrible-but: "But know thou that for all these things God will bring
thee into judgment." He, in the age in which he lived, could see and
foresee the blinding net of false hope and expectation thrown far and
wide to entralJ the giddy and heedless victim, and his every word is
replete with instruction and warning. Listen to the embodiment of
wisdom proceeding from the same pen, young men-and young women
too-"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth." What
little heed is paid to this wise advice! Everything else in the shape of
fleshly gratification-the latest fashionable garb, the neatest pattern of
jewellery, the adornment of body from head to foot-is studied, carefully
considered, and anxiously anticipated. The rigid forms of an affected
etiquette, the pomposity of manner, the copying the ways and actions of
their betters, are sought after with as much eagerness as if it were possible to enjoy their possession for ever, or to carry them into the sphere
where neither riches, nor silver, nor gold is of the least value.
" Let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth," misguided soul;
walk in the way that is pleasant to thine eyes, gratifying to thy tastes, and
consonant with thy wishes; restrain not thy sensual, thy temporal, longings; curb not the unbridled lusts of thy flesh and the pride of thy life;
strive not to tread in wisdom's ways and to follow on in the narrow road
of eternal glory; and then, when too late, thou shalt find, delucled soul,
that for all thy negligence of "these things God will bring thee into
jUdgment."
"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth," while the
evil days come not (upon thee), nor the years draw nigh when thou shalt
say, I have no pleasure in them." A seductive and dangerous notion
exists among young men that there is plenty of time, and opportunities
in abundance, for them to think about the salvation of their souls. They
argue, if such a thing is mentioned to them as preparation for another
world, "It will be time enough to think about that when we have given
over the enjoyments ordained and specially intended for us, that we should
not be for ever pining by reason of the straightlaced garb of religion being
thrust upon us and most unwillingly worn." They seem to be possessed
with the idea that even to participate in a slight degree in the outward
forms of religious worship is an unpleasant and an unnecessary restraint
upon them. And probably, toa Christian reader, it will not be a little
startling to be assured that numbers of young men-aye, and young
women, too-if called upon, either by reason of the requirements of
duty, or, perhaps, at the request of a friend, to find such a verse of such
a book, have not known whether to turn to the Old Testament or the
New for the portion sought. Alas! that whilst missionaries are scattered all over the world to guide and instruct the u!lcivilized nations and to
introduce the light of the Gospel, there should be found amongst ourselves in abundance the darkness and ignorance of which we need heartily
be ashamed.
Another evil, and one that applies not only. to the young, but, it is to
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be fearecl, to the aged, too, is the inability to bear the taunts and jibes
of scoffors, who, perceiving the kee=ess of their weapons, smite right
and left without distinction, bruising and cutting the dignity of the
sufferer. Ancl it must be admitted that it is, humanly speaking, galling
and humiliating to be made the butt and ridicule of jeering despisers.
But there is an example on record-a high, a holy, and a sinless example-the crucified Jesus-whose sufferings in this respect, as in all
others, transcendently exceeded the tribulation. and exercises, and afflictions of the most sorrow-stricken being. See Him on the cross of shame,
bleeding and agonizing in mortal throes, enemies for His guards and
thieves for His companions; see Him in the judgment-hall; and then
compare, if you can, your sufferings with His, the revilings of your
enemies with His, their jibes and taunts and contumely with those of
the Jews-and He the Saviour, and you but-what ?-a worm! Let the
young men of the world, then, be careful in their selection of companions,
slow to make the acquaintance of everybody or anybody who may throw
themselves in their way, unhesitatingly refuse to countenance evil. ancl
to strive diligently to obtain the divine blessing of an omniscient God,
throwing their cares and resting upon Him, looking to Him for guidance, direction, and control through the intricate paths of a transitory
life, praying to be delivered from the bondage of sin, the assaults of
Satan, and to triumphantly conquer at the close of the strife.

E.W.
THE PROGRESS OF POPERY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-I send the enclosed that you may see what the Romanists are
doing. I am a railway official, to whom this was addressed. I am one
of a body of about 200,000. Cannot the Evangelical party do something
similaT ?-Yours, &c.
THE RAILWAY GUILD OF THE HOLY CROSS. Object :-The sp~'ead of the
Catholic Faith among the Members of the Railway Service.
This Guild
has been formed primarily for Railway Officers and Servants, but any person
desirous of doing so may become an Associate. Further particulars may be
had on application to - - DEJECTED, BUT NOT DESTROYED.
WHEN earthly shadows gather,
And light and life are dim,
Stretch out thy hand to Jesus,
And firmly lean on Him.
Why should we walk in darkness
When light is close at hand?
Or why, with joy so near us,
Go mOUl'l'ling through the land?
If earthly hopes can falter,
We have a hope in heaven;
We took it from the altar,
Where life for sin was given.
What though our daily pathway
.Be rough and hard to tread,

Christ can make smooth its roughness,
And raise the drooping head.
Oh, what a precious Saviour,
In sorrow's darkest day;
(Unlike all other friendships)
He still will be our stay.
Make soft our hearts, dear Jesus,
Fill them with love to Thee;
Then from ourselves release us,
Let us be Thine !-and free.
No sorrow then can wound us,
Come darkness or come light;
Warm in Thy love we shelter,
Thy smile is ever bright. A. B.

41

Tile Gospel Magazi11e.

SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY.
WE have, from time to time, denounced Spiritualism in the strongest
terms we could employ. Still, we regret to say, this new device of Satan,
not only continues to exist, but that actually some persons who have
stood high for years in the Church and the wodd have lately identified
themselves with it. How a Christian could embrace this blasphemous
novelty we cannot understand; yet such, we repeat, is the fact. Probably, few persons have seen more of Spiritualism, in what are called
its manifestations, than ourselves; aud therefore few are better qualified
to speak of it: but we will not go into that point.
Our object just now is simply to impress M faithful ministers of Christ
that it is their duty to denounce Spiritualism from the pulpit with all the
earnestness they can feel, and on the editors of evangeliaal journals, that
they are bound to warn those who have hitherto been regarded as believers in Christ, but have become Spiritualists-that Spiritualism is
wholly incompatible with true Christianity.
We happen to be personally acquainted with the most intellectual men
and women in what is called the Spiritual world-men and women who
are the acknowledged leaders in the regions of Spiritualism; and we
assert that not one of those known to us is in the habit of attending any
place of Christian worship. We say this as the result of answers given
to questions which we have put to them. Can, then, those be Christians
who never meet together to worship God in public through Christ J eSllS ?
And, if not, how can anyone reconcile his conduct in hoMing Spiritualist
views while he professes to be a Christian?
We sincerely hope that ministers of tho Gospel and conductors of
Christian journals will awake to a sense of their duty in relation to the
blasphemous novelty of Spiritualism, in whICh imaginary spirits are substituted for God Himself.
SpiJ:itualism is one of the most fearful tyrannies ever exercisecl over
the human mind. Those who embrace it become its veriest slaves. Its
influence over them is nothing short of demouiacism. Surely, then, the
pulpits of our land ought to resound with warninga against this most
recent master deception of the" god of this world," and our Evangelical
jqurnalism ought no less to raise its loudest and most omphatic voice in
its denunciations of the new blasphemy.-Ckrist£an Standal'(l.

A NOBLE-MINDED BOY.
I WAS requested to meet some 'ministers to-day, in order that we might
mutually consider what could be done on behalf of a brother clergyman
upon whom the Lord had most painfully and distressingly laid His
afflictive hand, he, at the same time, having a large family dependent
upon him. By this affliction he is rendered so completely prostrate as at
once to deprive his family of any further supply, as far as the poor head
of it is concerned. Upon joining the brethren in question, the clergyman at whose house we met handed me a letter which he had just
received from a youth at a college-school, a former membor of his c')u·
E
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gregation, and where the sick and disabled clergymn,n had officin,ted as
curate. The writer of the letter is a youth of fifteen years of age, and it
was to the effect, that having heard the Rev. - - was seriously ill, and
that a subscription was being raised for him, would the Rev. J. H. (his
former pastor) kindly apply £5 of his savings-bdnk's money to the good
cause? The letter was accompanied by the savings-bank book itself,
with an order for the Rev. J. H. to receive, upon application, the said £5.
Having handed me the letter, Mr. H. likewise handed me the bank·book
itself, upon reference to which I saw the first entry of a deposit was made
in December, 1864, the sum total deposited being a shade over £21. So
that this dear boy, upon being made acquainted with the severe (and it
is feared irl,'emediable) illness of the respected curate of his former pastor,
directly gave up nearly a fourth-part of the savings of his nine-years'
pocket money.
Noble-minded youth, the God of heaven bless thee and keep thee!
May He shower down upon thee of His richest blessings temporally and.
spiritually! May He, who hath declared that "'not so much as a cup of
cold water only, given in the name of a disciple, Shall in no wise lose its
reward," be mindful very specially in thy case of His own covenant word!
May He be thy Guardian and Guide here, amid all the besetments and
entanglements of a sin-polluted world; and may He be thy eternal Portion
hereafter, when time, with all its trifles and its troubles, shall be no more!
So prays your unknown friend and admirer,
D. A. D.

THE TRAINING OF OHILDREN.
knows," asks Bishop Beveridge, "but that the salvation of ten
thousand immortal souls may depend upon the education of one child? "
Let no one be discouraged by the difficulty or the magnitude of the work.
Fruit does not always immediately appear. Oases have been known in
which a mother's counsels, example, and prayers produced their effect
many years after she was laid in the silent grave. " We cannot give our
children grace," it is often said; but they who thus speak must know
there is One who can-One with whom "all things are possible." "The
God of all grace" has said, "I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and
my blessing upon thine offspring." What are difficulties before
Omnipotence? What stiff neck cannot He bend? What hard heart
cannot He soften? What refractory spirit cannot He subdue? What
wayward prodigal cannot He reclaim?
It must be admitted, indeed, that in some instances faithful mothers
nave been comparatively unsuccessful. A son may wander from the
~rue path which has been marked out for him.
But these are the rare
exceptions. The general rule is, "Train up a child in the way he should
go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it." Dr. Olarke,
commenting upon this passage, says, "The Hebrew of this clause is
curious-' Initiate the child at the opening (the mouth) of his path.'
When he comes to the open£ng of the way of life, being able to walk
alone and to choose; stop at this entrance and begin a series of instructions, how he is to conduct himself in every step he takes. Show
him the duties, the dangers, and the blessings of the path; give him
directions how to perform the duties, how to escape the dangers, and
how to secure the blessings which all lie before him. Fix these on his
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mind by daily inculcation, till their impression is become indelible; then
lead him to practise by slow and almost imperceptible degrees, till each
indelible impression becomes a strongly-radicated habit. Beg incessantly
.the blessing of God on all this teaching and discipline; and then you
have obeyed the injunction of the wisest of men. Nor is there any
likelihood that such impressions shall ever be effaced, or that such habits
shall ever be destroyed."
CHUROII PASTORAL AID SOOIETY.
ON Sunday, 30th ult., the annual sermons in aid of this Home Missionary

Society of the Church of England, which, for the last thirty-six years, has
enabled clergymen to supply Gospel ministrations to the teeming populations of hundrods of parishes, particularly in the large manufacturing
towns ofthe north-were preached in the Cathedral, St. Mary de Lode,
and Christ Ohurch, Spa. The Rev. Flave!. Cook, of Olifton, advocated
the cause of the society at the Oathedral. The rev. gentleman's subject
in the morning was ,t Our Lord Feeding Five Thousand in the Desert"
(Matt xiv. 16),-" They need not depart; give ye them to eat." The dis-course was an able exposition of the rich and abundant blessings of the
Gospel, to supply the spiritual necessities of mankind. Being Advent
Sunday, the first special evening service was held in the nave. A large
congregation assembled. The Rev. Flavel Oook again occupied the
pulpit, and delivered a masterly sermon on the cardinal doctrine of Ohristianity-the Atonement-founded on the declaration of St. Paul in the
1st Epistle to the Oorinthians, i. 23-" We preach Ohrist crucified." At
Christ Church, in the morning, the Rev. Dr. Doudney, vicar of St. Luke's,
Bedminster, set forth" the Gospel of the grace. of God," as embodied in
the striking passage in Isaiah i. 18-" Oome now, let us reason together,
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be'as wool." First,
the contiition of man-as totally corrupt, depraved, and helpless-was
declared, on the testimony of God Himself; secondly, the compassion of
God towards His fallen and rebellious creatures; thirdly, the cure for their
moral and spiritual maladies, found in the absolutely finished work of the
Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, irrespective of any works of man, or
priestly assumptions, or sacramental efficacy. The finished work of
Christ must be apprehended by faith, and applied to the heart by the
power of the Holy Ghost. The preacher said, in these days, when the
blessed truths of God's Word and of the Reformation are being assailed
and undermined, it is especially requisite that the pure Gospel of Ohrist
should be boldly and unflinchingly proclaimed. In the evening, at St.
Mary de Lode, Dr. Doudney took for the basis of his discourse a portion
of the Epistle for the day (Rom. xiii. 11 ),-" Knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep," &c. which, he stated, contained the
Apostle's exhortation and expectation. In speaking on the introductory
words, "knowing the time," Dr. Doudney said that the spot where they
were assembled, as well as the charactcr of the times which had fallen
upon them, might well lead to deep searchings of heart. There were
those who had dared to pronounce as "unredeemed villains" such men
as he who had ~u:ffered martyrdom within a few ya;rds of the spot
where they were then gathered together, and who, like the Apostle,
E 2
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" counted not their lives dear unto them, so that they might finish their
course with joy, and the ministry which they had received of the Lord
Jesus j" but he would earnestly ask such to consider whether their
principles would lead them to face a violent death with the calmness and
resignation the faithful martyrs of the Heformation had exhibited? The
preacher said he had never entered a pulpit under a greater feeling of
solemnity than he had done that evening.. As he passed the monument
set up in that churchyard, to keep alive in their midst the memory of
good Bishop Hooper, it brought to his recollection a fact left upon record
respecting a certain bishop, who, upon one occasion whilst driving
through Smithfield, recognised one, whom he knew to be a devout servant
of God, standing upon a particular spot, in deep thoughtfulness. Stopping his carriage, the bishop asked the aged minister why he ,.tood there
in such a mood? The answer was, "He was asking himself whether, if
called upon, his faith would bear such a test as did the faith of those men
who had suffered upon that identical spot." Both preacher and people
in the church of St. Mary de Lode that night might well propose to
themselves the same question; yea, it would be well for the congregation,
as they passed and repassed that monument, to submit theil' profession
and principles to a similar enquiry. The collections for the Church
Pastoral Aid Society were :-The Cathedral, £17 15s. 9d.; Christ Church,
£8 17s. ; St. Mary de Lode, £9 Is.; St. Nicholas, £5; Mariners' Chapel, £3;.
Meeting at Corn Exchange, £5 3s. 3d.

MORNING MOTTOES FOR 1814.

LOOK UP

UPWARD!

(Psalm cxxiii. 1,2.)

(Psalm cxxi. 1.)

LOOK OFF!

ONWARD!

(2 Cor. iv. 18.)

LOOK FOR!
(Titus n. 13.)

(Ex. xiv. 16.)

HOMEWARD!
(Rom. xiii. 11.)
D. A. D.

OR, precious, precious Jesus! suffer me to bo no longer unfruitful in Thy
garden! Do, Lord, as Thou hast said. Dig about me, and pour upon me
all the sweet influences of thy Holy Spirit, which, like rain, and the sun,
and the dew of heaven, may cause me to bring forth fruit unto God.
And, Lord, if so unworthy a creature may drop a petition at Thy mercyseat for others, let the coming year be productive of the same blessings
to all Thy redeemed.-HAwKER.
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<!rorr.esp'0111:JtItC.c..
To tlw Editor of the Gospel lIfagazine.
DEAR SIR,-The wondorful gift of the Holy Ghost to the Church of
Christ is for edification and comfort, and His usual way of edifying and
comforting is by bringing to remembrance; and this is done in a measure
by bringing to lemembrance things that have passed by, and for some
years might have been forgotten; and then those things will be renewed
and made to roll over in the thoughts as though they had but at that
instilnt taken place, the thing beeu done, or the words spoken. And this
has been the case with me many times, and now for some hours, which
constrains me to write the following and send it to the Magazine, being
confident that what shall be said will enter into the exercises of some one
or more of the Lord's afflicted ones, and will be made precious unto
those of whom the Lord speaks so tenderly when He says, "Strengthen
ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are
of a feeble heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your God will come with
vongeance, even God with a l'ecompense; He will come and save
you."
One of those deal' children of God whose hands were weak, knees
f1eble, and heart fearful, I oftentimes called upon, and in conversation
ith him have been many times much cheered and taught more clearly
ome of the deep things of God. One evening I called upon him and
inquired after his health, and he answered me with great rudeness. At
this I was made to wonder. Ultimate y he bid me to leave his house, he
never "o/ished for me to call upon him any more. I was certainly fined
with surprise, and I was much confounded in my thoughts. I then said to
him, "Mr. Green, am I become your enemy? Why do you speak to me
il in such a strange way?" He said, in reply, "You want me to be guilty
of presumption. You speak to me as though I were a child of God, and
yc,u want me to receive those things which you speak about as though
those things did belong to me, when they do not belong to me; and you
shall never teach me to be guilty of presumption; therefore, I wish you
to leave my house, and never to call upon me again, for I will not
li~ten to anything you may say."
I said, "Mr. Green, I do not wish to leave your house this moment; I
want to ask a few questions before I go, that you may ponder them over
when I am gone."
The poor deal' man then said, "Well, sir, and pray what are the
qllflRtions that you want to ask?" My reply was, "I wish to change
places with you; I will be the poor sinner that you have kindly called
upon, and you shall be the minister of the everlasting Gospel. Now,
Mr. Green, I am a lost sinner, I am distressed in my soul because of my
vileness and the damnation of hell; I can see no way by which I can
escape. Is there no hope for me, but must I lie down in despair?
People tell me that r must repent and believe; but I have no power to
do either the one or the other to get any comfort. I try to do good and
be good, but the more I try the further I am from it. Do tell me the
truth, for I am greatly distressed, and know not where to turn to find
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rest and peace. I have heard of Jesus Christ, but I do not know Him
in the way that He has promised that all His own people shall know
Him; and, notwithstanding what people may say, I have no more power
at my command to believe in Him than I have to keep the law. Ah! I
am in my soul a poor prisoner, shut up in a pit where there is no water,
nor light, nor way of escape. I have felt for many years a hell in
sin that I cannot avoid, and seen a glory in Christ that I cannot get
at. Oh, sir, you have told me these things many times, and said they weremy feelings of destitution; all they in whom the Holy Ghost will bear
witness to their sonship have and must feel the same; so that things
being as I thought against me, now I see are in my favour. Glad I am
that you called this night.
" I well remember telling you that, some months gone by, my eyefell upon those words of Jesus: 'Except your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter
into the kingdom of heaven.' I pondered over that portion, and thought
within myself, Why, those Pharisees were very exact and strict in their
lives, much more than I ever was; yet Jesus hath said, that, if my
righteousness does not exceed the scribes and Pharisees', I must be shut
out of the kingdom of heaven. I well remember, when we were conversing about this matter, that you said the Pharisees were not righteous;
they only thought them~elves to be so; but that such thoughts must be
forsaken, as the Holy Ghost hath said, 'Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts.' Here it is worthy of being noted
that it is not said, Let the unrighteous man forsake his way; no, but, Let
him forsake his thoughts. Here, ways and thoughts are distinct; ways
are outward, and thoughts are inward, and that power must be mighty,
through God, that pulls down the stronghold of pride in our hearts and
brings our thoughts into captivity to the obedience of Ohrist.
" I hope my dear friend will not forget that the Pharisees of old-and
it is the same now-were never righteous only in notion. That made the
Lord say to His own disciples that, unless their righteousness exceeded
the Pharisees', they should not enter the kingdom of heaven. Thus the
Lord for ever excludes all creature righteousness from the kingdom. So,
then, all that enter the kingdom of heaven must not.only be righteous in
opinion, or doctrine, but perfectly righteous by imputation in the righteousness of God, as the Holy Ghost by Paul hath said, 'For He hath made
Him to be sin for us ... that we might be made the righteousness ef God in
Him.' Not simply made righteous, but righteousness; and not the
righteousness of man, but of God; for, if we are to dwell with God, we
must be made the righteousness of God. Not make ourselvos, but be
made by God; for it matters not a rush, however fair things might
appear in the eyes of men, it is only that which is of God that can be
through Him, and to Him, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
" My dear friend has been saying that he dreads the sin of presumption, and, doubtless, this sin is a dreadful sin, and many of the Lord's.
dear children have been tormented with the fear that they have committed, or shall commit, this sin. And you are afraid that you shall
add to your other great sins this, the greatest of all sins. But there is no
fear, in the present mould that your mind has been cast into, that you will
be guilty of presumption, only l'J,S you border upon that sin, by indulging
those thoughts that you want to indulge, which you judge will preserve
you from presumption.
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" I know that my dear friend thinks it to be humility to cherish thoughts
that the God and Father of Jesus is not his God and Father, that He
hath not loved him with an everlasting love, chosen him in, and given
him to, Jesus before the foundation of the world. You say you want
proofs that you have an interest in the love of God, and you cannot be
content unless that love is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghost
given \Into you. And this you say you want because you have never
had thik gift bestowed upon you, and without this you cannot find any
rest or peace, nor dare you think that you are one whom the Lord loves,
and fOl' you to think thus favourably of yourself is presumption.
"Y~u say you have cried unto the Lord for many years that He would
be pletsed to bestow upon you the same pledges which He has and does
besto~ upon His own people. You say, 'I want the witness in myself
that am loved with an everlasting love, was chosen in and given to
J esu Ohrist by God the Father; that Jesus hath loved me, and given
Him elf for me, and that God the Holy Ghosi; hath loved me, and ha th
quic ened me into life.' You say, without this witness, you dare not
conc de that the Lord loves you, and all that can be said in your favour
is a elusion.
" ow, my friend, let me say that either you must be loved by J ehovah
or ted; and no doubt but you think that you must be hated, and for
yo to look upon the Lord as loving you is presumption, because everythi g that you are by nature is sinful and hateful, and that you not only
ha sinned, but are still sinning day by day; therefore, the Lord must
h you, He being nothing but holiness, while you are the very opposite.
the longer you live, and the more yOIl know of yourself, the more
w you find the truth of Paul's statement, 'In me (that is, in my flesh)
cl elleth no good thing;' but that there dwelleth in you a fulness of every
e I thing. And will my friend cut himself off' from having an interest
i the love of God because of what by· nature he feels himself to be?
ather, what he hath been made to know, and feel himself to be, is a
reat proof that he has an interest in the love of God, which, as we go
long, will be demonstrated.
" Let me then ask, Who are they whom the Lord loves? It cannot be
hem that are lovely, for none are lovely but those whom He loves into
oveliness; for by nature we are loathsome, nor can we make ourselves
pure by washing ourselves with nitre and much soap. To know who and
what we are, and to have the witness of this in our soul's experience,
although it is painful, yet it is a great favour bestowed only upon those
whom the Lord loves, as it is written: 'When I saw thee polluted in
thine own blood, behold, thy time was the time of love, and I spread my
skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness.' 'Thy beauty was perfect
through my comeliness, which I put upon thee, saith the Lord God.' I am
a sinner, and by nature a mountain of sin, and nothing but sin; and day
by day I grow more deeply and feelingly in a knowledge of this;
and it must be so with me if I belong to the Lord. But, because I feel
this, do I judge truly if I say that the Lord hates me? No, no/this
witness is not true, 'for, if we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us;' but, if the truth is in me, then
shall feel myself to be a wretched man, groaning under the burden of a
body of death; and to grow in a knowledge of this is a proof that' we
have passed from death unto life,' being loved. I cannot have faith- and
be a believer in Ohrist Jesus unless I feelingly know that I am a sinner;
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nor can I know what it is to come 'to the throne of grace to obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time of need' without feeling this. If I am not
made to feel myself a condemned criminal, and have not the sentence of
death in myself, I shall be sure to trust in myself, and not in Jesus Ohrist.
If the Lord loves me, He will love me in His own way, and according to
His own terms, as it is written: 'I will love them freely.' 'For His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Ohrist, by grace ye are saved.' J eSnS Ohrist
cannot be anything to me truly only as I am made to feel and. know
myself to be a poor sinner, because He is the mercy promised, and the
mercy promised is the rich relative of felt misery confessed.
"Ah, then, for me to droop and despair because of my sinfulness, is
giving place to the devil, the great enemy of Jesus, who, to disbonour
Him, delights in this pride-feeding, plausible way of misrepresenting
Him as loving them only who can bring to Him pleasing frames
and lovely feelings. ' Gorl be merciful to me, a sinner,' is a prayer that
will suit my feelings the last breath I draw, equally with the publican;
and that it might be so with my dear friend, is the prayer of the
"OLD PILGRIlI'."

A NEW YEAR'S SALUTATION.
To the dear ErJJitor- and Readers of the Gospel Magazz"ne.
BELOVED,-I trust I may be indulged in my wish to meet you all, .nd
greet you in the name of our gracious Master and Elder Brother, at he
commencement of a new year. I wish you "a Happy New Year." Nw
mercies, new blessings, new directions, new" strength made per£ect7n
weakness," and yet all old-old as the covenant of grace, which is "frcn
everlasting to everlasting," even as the mercy of our God to them thatfe,r
His name.
The happiness of a believer consists in being and doing what his Lor
and Master would have him to be and do. To feel that he is a child 0
God, an heir of' God, and to live as such; denying' ungodliness ane
worldly lusts; living righteously, soberly, and godly, in tIle midst of a
world that lieth in wickedness, and in spite of a heart that is "desperately wicked." The honour and glory of our God are so concerned in this
that we may feel sure we cannot trust to Him too much to callse us to
realize it all. This very trust produces love, and love brings fDrth the
obedience that marks the Ohristian course.
While the Holy Ghost teaches us that we are "vile," and makes us
loathe ourselves, we cry out, " Oh, wretched man! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?" When he takes of the things of' Jesus and
shows them to us, we take courage and say, "I thank God through
Jesus Ohrist," there is no condemnation to them that are in Him, "who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." To look off self, and on to
Christ our Lord, is our blessed privilege, and a privilege which, I trust,
we may more than ever enjoy; looking to Him, as sinners, for salvation;
as believers, members of His body, for a supply of " all needful grace ;"
and, as His children, His servants; to Him, as our Pattern and Example.
Some one has compared NEW YEARS' DAYS to milestones on the road to
eternity! And thus it is true they mark our continued approach to the
" home of our souls on high;" but they differ in this respect, there is no
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d allying or loitering on the road; or, rather, I should say, no loitering
ca nprevont our arriving at each at the set time. Be the road never so
pI easant, th0 path never so smuoth, or be it the exact reverse of this, on
we ar0 moved, and the fri<'ndly monitor is met, reminding us of the protection continued so far, and of our nearer approach to endless comfort
and enjoyment. The last mile has been a very remarkable one to us
nationally and individually. Many Christians are beginning to feel
more for their country's weal, and to see that it is, humanly speaking,
dep endent upon its sound Protestantism. 1\fay those in high places, in
church and state, prove it "not in word and tongue, but in deed and in
truth." As the sight of another milestone reaohed on his homeward
road cheers and inspirits an earthly traveller, so may we all be inspirited to go on our way hoping, trusting, and praying, so shall we go
on prospm'ing, conqu.ering, praising, and glorifying Him in our bodies and
in our spirits, \\ h10h are His.
That this may be our happiness throughout the year 18;-4 is the
prayer of your loving brother,
Astley Vicarage.
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.

GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTION OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
To the Editor of tlte Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-We were very pleased to read your remarks on our friend
Mr. Brider's letter; and, as we believe the matter is from the Lord, we
shall be pleased to start the work by a donation of £2 2s., which, we
think, will pay for a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to be sent to the six
institutes, for 1874, the addresses of which I "lYill enclose, and then, if
yoti will kindly make it kno wn in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that such a work
is set on foot, we feel the Lord will inoline many to lend a helping hand.
Mr. BrideI' will be pleased to give you any information you may wish
respecting foreign institutes, &c. When we were speaking to him on the
subject this morning, he said he felt it was another answer to prayer.
I am sure that we are daily proving that God is indeed a Godhearing and God-answering prayer. You will be pleased to hear that
the Lord has inclined many hearts to respond to Mr. Brider's appeal,
and he is receiving daily parcels of books for his Ashantee box.
,Oh, that the Lord may greatly bless the circulation of its contents!
Hoping you are well, and that the Lord may greatly bless you, I am,
M. A. SIMPER.
rev. and dear sir, yours faithfully,
Clarence Cottage, Fisherton, lJec. 3ni.
P.S.-If you are passing the "Salisbury" at any time, my dear
husband and I would be very pleased to see you, if you could spare a
little time to call.
Names and Addresses for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to be sent to monthly, commencing January, 1874 :-The Soldiers and Sailors' Institute, Strada Cuspicua,
Burmola, Malta; the United Service Institute, Strada Cavaliere, Valetta,
]\,[alta; Mr. George Pratt, Sergt. Police Force, H.M. Dockyard, l\:lalta; Mr.
James Chambers, Naval and Military Reading Room, Hong-Kong, China;
James Derrick, C.P.O., Seamen's Reading Room, H.M.S. Revenge, Queenstown, Ireland; the Sailors' Home, Duke-street, Devonport.
Mr. BrideI' will be glad to furnish other names and addresses if called
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for, and to do anything that lays in his power to promote the good cause,
to which, 1)e is thankful to learn, the ice has already been broken, in Mr..
Simper's coming forward with two guineas to start the fund. May theLord add many more subscribers, and His rich blessing, then take to
Himself all the glory. The appeal for GOSPEL MAGAZINES, &c., for the
Ashantee war is being nobly responded to; supplies from many counties of"
England are pouring in to this hour. The Lord be praised!
Mr. BrideI' will acknowledge parcels in forthcoming GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
God willing, and hopes to send" Historic Stones" in the course of a few'
days.
THE WAR AND ITS WANTS.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-I feel it would be too much to expect you to.
crowd the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with any further productions
of my feeble pen for the forthcoming number. The enclosed long letter
of acknowledgment will be ample for the present.
Feeling that I cannot do too much for Him who has done all for me,
I am writing some short papers of foreign incidents; and, should you consider " Historic Stones" of sufficient merit for your readers, I can only
say they are at your service, and your unworthy correspondent will con-·
tinue to pray that a rich blessing may attend your" precious monthly."
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is not a popular journal, but the precious sons
and daughters of Zion don't want popular malSazines-they want the
truth as it is in Jesus-they want "the sincere milk" of both breasts. I
believe the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was amongst the earliest, if not the first, of
our religious journals; but, like truth, which had its rise "e'er time began,"
it must always be liked by the minority. The worldling holds the
doctrines of grace up to scorn, and the empty professor has no appetitefor them; and, what is still more sad, many of the spiritual Israel
need the precious juice of the" true Vine" to be dashed with more or
less of water, which cannot profit. King Lemuel's mother gave sound
advice when she said, "Give strong drink unto him that is ready to
perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts;" for it is only this
" strong drink" and pure wine that can cause the Lord's tried family toforget their poverty and misery, and to see that liberty wherewith
Christ makes His people free. The Apostle Paul had, I think, to contend with a class of Christians the like of which there are many in our
day, viz., those who seem to be always on the mount, and yet their joy
not drawn altogether from the Lord. "Finally (he says), my brethren,
rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you to me indeed
is not grievous, but for you it is safe;" and then comes the three
"bewares." Would that the Lord's own children paid attention to·
their Bible "bewares!" Beware of men, of leaven, &c. If this were
done, I cannot help thinking that many of them would soon be shorn of
their little strength and their eyes opened to see that the joy of the Lord
is the true strength and the only joy worth possessing.
Wishing you every rich blessing in Christ, believe me, dear sir, yours.
in a precious Jesus,
.
CHARLES BRIDER.
Salisbury, Dec. 15, 1873.
P. S.-Perhaps you will think I have asked great thing s in £400; but
the Lord says, "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it."
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THE ASHANTEE WAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The time has arrived for me to give your readers an
account of my stewardship, and to thank those whose hearts the Lord
opened to answer my appeal in the December GOSPEL MAIHZINE.
I find that the "Ashantee box" is indebted to more than one hundred respondents. The packages weighed from two pounds to fifty pounds
each. Some of the parcels enclosed valuable offerings, and all the
budgets contained" precious seed." It would be no small task to give a
correct list of each allotment; suffice it to say, that nearly one thottsand
of the GOSPEL MAGAZ[NE came to hand. Altogether, I must have
received quite £50 worth of Scripture portions, magazines, sermons, tracts,
&c. The many cheering letters received from very many counties in
England have brought a rich blessing to my own soul, in seeing it
was entirely of the Lord's doing. The cause being from Him, the thing
has been done suddenly. What shall be our song of gratitude in sending forth this Christmas box? Let David give the key-note: "Not unto
us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for Thy mercy,
and for Thy truth's sake."
From the first prayer has been remarkably answered. First the appeal
was written in much prayer; then came supplies from this city, and that
place, in answer to prayer; next a friend undertook to meet the incidental
expenses; another gentleman came forward with a noble packing-case;
and a lady has engaged a packer, with hammer and screws, to see the
box properly fitted for the voyage. Then I wrote off to Portsmouth
about a passage for the books, when, to my great surprise, this very
friend (although a civilian) was making arrangemel).ts to join the expedition himself, and will be only too happy to take the box under his own
care, and see it, God willing, safely delivered to our friend, the army
chaplain. How, again and again, the Lord makes His people "drink
the wine of astonishment!" He loves to do great things for us, and take
us by surprise. Before the box leaves Salisbury, I hope to convene a
meeting of some few friends, to ask the Lord to make the little
messengers a blessing to His own children in that far-off land. Whenever I think of the Lord's marvellous loving-kindness in His leading me
thousands of miles from the land of my natural birth to find the
spiritual birthplace of my soul in a foreign land, Burnham's sweet and
precious lines come before my mind : " 'Twas fix'd in God's eternal mind,
When His dear sons should mercy
find;
From everlasting He decreed
When ~very good should be con·
vey d.
Determined was the manner how
Eternal favours He'd bestow ;

Yea, He decreed the very place
Where He would show triumphant
grace.
Also the means were fix'd upon,
Through which His sovereign loveshould run;
So time andplace, yea, means and mode,
Were all determin'd by our God."

Many of our naval friends find this "time of mercy" in the wide
waste of waters; many of our military friends find this "season of
grace" on the burning plains of India, or in one of the many out-of-theway places where our soldiers are to be found-and where are they not
to be found? Who can conjecture what pm'peses of mercy the Lord
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may have in sending this box to Africa? But, supposing it should be
only a messenger of grace to one "vessel of mercy," <lne "heir of promise?" . Did Jesus travel fifty miles into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon
in search of one daughter of Abraham, and shall we repine if our large
box only contains one message of mercy for some redeemed soul, or a
little cordial for the J~ord's spiritual Israel? The sovereign decree of
our covenant God is, that the sheep" they shall come." Yes, in that day
of grace, when the Lord, by His Spirit, shall blow through the Gospel
trumpet, "they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and sl~all worship the
Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem, in spirit and in truth."
The command of that same Godis, "Sow beside all waters," and, "Cast
thy bread upon the waters." And the promise of our covenant God is,
"He that goeth forth and weep"th, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
I need not say that the whole work of calling out, and building up, of
the precious sons of Zion is the Lord's. While He may permit us to sow
the seed, we cannot ensure the harvest-nay, we cannot produce the
blade, much less the ear and the full corn in the ear. Therefore may all
the glory be ascribed to Him. Only may we rightly value the privilege of
being allowed to offer "a cup of cold water" to a disciple in the name
of a disciple. This leads me to offer a few words on behalf of
"OUR ARMY AND NAVY COLUMN."
In my appeal last month I suggested that something might be done
towards supplying the soldiers and sailors' reading-rooms at home and
abroad with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and other sound reading. ,I am
thankful to say that prayer has been answered in this case also. The
same friend that gave a pound's worth of" Gospels" to the box, and kindly
undertook to pay the incidental expenses of the same, has also laid
the foundation-stone of this "column" with a two-guinea subscription.
This contribution has secured the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to six fort'ign and
home naval and military institutes. Well do I know, from personal
experience of barrack and board-ship life, how eagerly the Lord's" little
..flock" will gather around this Magazine of Gospel weapons. The charge
is often laid at the feet of those who preach and love the Gospel of the
GRACE of God, that they are selfish and care not for the souls of others.
The charge is false, we know; but let us, beloved, whilst others are content with talking about the dangers of the deep, and merely pitying the
soldiers' peculiar trials and temptations, let us extend true Samaritan
help to our noble defenders; let us supply them with the "cup of cold
wal er;" let us send them a cheering word across the" fountains of the great
deep;" let us make our Christian brethren abroad feel that they are not
forgotten by the Lord's peopl,e in their native land. And in what better
way can this testimony for the Lord be done than by sending the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE into every military cantonment in India, Hong-Kong,
Cape of Good ~ope, Mauritius, Aden, Australia, New Zealand, Malta,
Gibraltar, Canada, Channel Islands, and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, and to every port in Europe, Asia, Africa, and
America, and to every spot on the Indian, Atlantic and Pacific oceans
.and seas, where our men-of-war's men are to be found! To carry out
this plan something like £400 will have to be subscribed annually-a
large sum, it is true; but, after the wonderful response to my appeal,
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and the receipt of so many encouraging letters, which I hope to treasure
to my dying hour as a blessed memento of the" Ashantee box," I cannot
despair of seeing even this sum of money forthcoming every year.
While writing this, I cast an eye oval' my room, literally covered with
packages from well-nigh every county in England, and say, "Lord,
Thou hast done this; wilt not Thou open the hearts of many other
readers to throw in their mite towards this £400? Lord, there is
nothing impossible with Thee. If this undertaking will be for Thy glory,
only speak the word and Thy servants shall hear, and Thou shalt have
all the praise; for Thine is the kingdom, Thine is the power, and Thine
is the glory."
.
Let me say, in conclusion, how happy J: shall be to supply the
publishers with the addresses of reading-rooms and the stations of ships.
Now, may the God of all grace, and the God of all means, give us
His blessing, for Christ's sake.
Believe me, dear sir, yours to serve in a precious Gospel,'
Salisbury, IJec. 15, 1873.
CHARLES BRIDER.
P.S.-Since writing the foregoing, several more parcels have come to
hand. After the "Ashantee box" is packed off, I find there will be
enough surplus magazines, &c., to stock three or four of the foreign
institutes. One correspondent writes: "Having seen your appeal in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
I shall be happy to forward you
some books. Though not new, they are in good condition, and I
am anxious they should be useful, and not be unread in my book-case,
when, under the Spirit's teaching, they may prove a comfort to the children of God, and arouse the unconverted. The box shall be carriage
paid."
Oh, noble example! May many readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE go and
do likewise.
I have suggested that this box of books should be sent to a large
Soldiers and Sailors' Institute at Malta, where hundreds of our fellowcountrymen pass their leisure time when absent from barrack or on
leave from their vessel.
Another correspondent writes: "In answer to your appeal, I send
you, from my aunt, a small case of the late George Doudney's Lectures."
At the moment of going to post another correspondent writes: "I have
but just read your appeal. If time will allow, and you approve, I shall
be happy to send some back numbers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, with a
few books in a box, to any address, so soon as I hear froJ:P, you." I
shall suggest that this box be sent off to Hong-Kong, where our soldiers
and sailors, from their isolated position, meet with little sound reading
to redeem the time that hangs heavy on their hands.
C. B.
HELPS AND HOPES ONWARD AND HOMEWARD.
BELOVED in Jesus, our unchangeable Friend, who loves poor lost, helpless,
and utterly ruined sinners with a love passing all human comprehension, and at all times, in all conditions, under an circumstances, and
manifested it to us when polluted in our own blood, cast out to the loathing of our persons, naked and bare. Oh, that time of love! Can I ever
forget? Never! Fifty-one years ago this month He said unto me,
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" Live!" It was all His own doing; I sought not Him, desired not the
:knowledge of His ways! But oh, the riches of sovereign grace! He said,
" Almighty love arrest that man!" And He that began has carried on
His own good work to this day, or I had made shipwreck of all long
ago. What a blessed truth did Joseph Hart utter when he said, "He
makes the believer, and gives him His crown!" I am sensibly as
dependent on Him for every act and exercise of grace as when first
brought to believe on Him. "Though I have nothing in myself, my
treasure is immense in Him." Israel of old had to retire to rest night
after night with an empty cupboard, and that for forty years. A hard
lesson for flesh and blood this was. In remembering all the way He has
led me, I am constrained to say that goodness and mercy have followed
me all my days. Yet, when under the purging and trying, how have the
fountains of the great deep been broken up, and how terrible the knowledge of the human heart! What an inestimably precious fountain must
that be which has virtue and efficacy enough to cleanse such a filthy den!
What a glory must appear in that righteousness which can, and does,
.i ustify from all things! This is truly the work of God; not of a
creature. Well may the seraphic prophet burst forth and cry, "Sing, 0
'heavens, for the Lord hath done it," &c. It is, has long been, and ever
must remain, marvellous in my eyes! And sing I must, "Oh, to grace
how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be." I feel the effects of
increasing years, and a,m most desirous to know beyond a doubt in whom
I have believed-daily to dig deep, and be assured I am resting all my
hopes for eternity on that Rock the apostle so nobly confessed and
learnt to know by divine revelation; for flesh and blood never revealed
this secret to any man yet, or ever will! Heavenly wisdom is the free
",ift of God, and ever leads back to the source from whence it springs.
It cannot be purchased by all man can do, " its price is above rubies," &c.
The Lord God of Israel bless and keep us to His kingdom.
Yours, truly,
THORPE SMITH.
8, Nic1lOls Street, Humber'stone Road, Leicester, Nov. 15th, 1873.

[TlIE following accompanies the address which was published in our last
number. We have only to repeat that, if any of our readers wish to
follow the example of our friend and brother, the Rev. W. Saunders,
the publishers will be happy to supply them with the address, and any
fm'ther remarks of their own, at a very moderate rate, to cover the
,(Jost of paper and printing.-ED.J
TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. SILAS, BRISTOL.

My DEAR FRIENDS,-This address, from the pen of Dr. Doudney, on the
Confessional in the Reformed Church of England, is emphatically" a
word in season i" and I have asked my esteemed friend and brother to
allow me to circulate it amongst you, and he has kindly acceded to my
request.
I need not enlarge upon what he has so well and forcibly said, except
it be to commend it to your careful perusal, and to beg you to lay to
heart these solemn and weighty words of warning and counsel against
a soul-debasing system which is, I fear, rapidly on the increase in our
midst. In the words which are now, unhappily, expunged from our
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Book of Oommon Prayer, I pray God that He will be graciously pleased
" to scatter our enemieEt, to infatuate and defeat their counsels, to abate
their pride, assuage their malice, and confound their devices, so that
they may never prevail against us," to " the subversion of the government and religion established amongst us."
Let me, as I have a little space, embrace the opportunity of solemnly
warning you against another soul-destroying system which is now rampant amongst us-I mean that commonly known by the name of
"Spiritualism." I express it as my strong conviction that this awful
system is a sign that the coming of our blessed Lord actually draweth
nigh, and that He will soon appear in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. We are forewarned in the Word of God that some
'such an abomination would manifest itself before the time of the end,
and it therefore supplies what would otherwise be a "missing link" in
the chain of prophecy, and is one more evidence-if that indeed were
needed-that" all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable." We are told in that blessed Word that, as the end of the dispensation drew near, "the spirit of devils would go forth working
miracles" (Rev. xvi. 13, 14). And, while we are aware that the
apostate church of Rome has for some centuries past laid claim to this
power, we seem to see it amongst us now in a more intensified form. I
cannot here help quoting in substance some valuable remarks of the
·esteemed Vicar of St. Matthews, Kingsdown (the Rev. J. B. Olifford) in
a sermon preached by him only last night:-" These spiritualists profess, among many other wonders, to hold intercourse with the dead!
Now, if these things be false, and the" spiritualists" believe them, they
·are under" strong delusion," and they "believe a lie" (2 Thess. ii. 11)! If
they are false, and these people know them to be so, they are " speaking
lies in hypocrisy," which is declared by an inspired writer to be one of
the signs of the last day. But, suppose them to be true, and that these
-spiritualists have actually communication with the spirits of the
-departed, what then? Why they come under some of the tremendous
denunciations of the Word of God! They belong to that class of
" spiritualists" who, under the Old Testament dispensation, were commanded to be put to death. They are no other than the necromancers,
the wizards, the magicians, and the sorcm'ers of Old Testament times;
and who, dying without repentance, will be found, as declared in the
New Testament, outside the pale of salvation on the great day of
account! Well indeed may anyone pause and tremble before in any
'Way yielding themselves up to such a baleful, such an accursed, system
as this. As you read these remarks, I would have you take down your
Bibles and consult the following passages of Holy Writ (and many
more, if necessary, might be given) :-Exodus xxii. 18; Deut. xviii.
10-12; Isa. viii. 19, 20; Matt. xxiv. 24; Rev. xvi. 13, 14; xxi. 7, 8;
xxii. 14, 15.
The malignity of Satan has ever been directed in a special way against
'God's holy and eternal truth. It was with this weapon the Son of God
vanquished him in the wilderness. All the permitted powers of the
.great enemy and his agents have, therefore, ever been directed against
it. All his satanic artifices have always been employed to bring the
sacred Scriptures into contempt and disrepute. And, in order to accompli~h his diabolical designs, he frequently transforms hims e :into an
angel of light (see 2 001'. xi. 13-15; read the whole passage). These
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words appear to me to apply specially to the fearful system now under
consideration. This is strikingly illustrated in the case of the "damsel
possessed of a spirit of divination" (A{·ts xvi. 16-18). She commended
the apostles and their teachings to the Philippians-" These men are the
servants of the most high God, which shew uuto us the way of salvation."
And it seemed to be a profitable system. She "brought her masters much
gain by soothsaying/' But neither the word nor the messengers of Goel
needed any such advocacy as this. It was done, I repeat, to bring both
it and them into disrepute. The spirit of the Apostle was grieverl, and in
the name of the Lord Jesus the evil spirit was cast out. Now, I give it
as my deliberate conviction that the appeal to the Word of God by these
modern" spiritualists" is on a par with this New Testament narrative,
and that they do appeal to the sacred oracles "against their own souls."
Let me, thflrefore, m.y dear parishioners, warn yon solemnly, earnestly,
affectionately against this last phase of Antichrist, which has made its
appearance amongst us.
Having spoken to you of two dangerous forms of error which are
making appalling havoc amongst us, I cannot conclude this address
without asking you, as it were, one by one, whether, in the event of YOttr
being summoned to meet your God-either by the return of Jesus to
judge the world in righteousness, or by the hand of death being laid
upon you-are you prepared for the tremendous change from time to
eternity? I know of only one way of being prepared, and of that I can
speak with the most assured confidence, as a free, safe, sure, and happy
way, namely, by trusting with the heart in that dear Saviour whom God
has provided, and of whom it is said, that" whosoever believeth on Him
shall not be confounded." I know, indeed, that this can only be done by
the power of the Holy Ghost; but, then, is it not written, "If ye bein!!;
evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shaH
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit TO THEM TIB.'~' ASK HIM?"
I am, my dear parishioners, your faithful friend and pastor,
WM. SAUNDERS.
St. Silas, Bristol, December 8tA, 1873.

No. 1, Absoltttion. London: Hamilton and Co.;
Bristol: Cherbutt.
TillS is the first of a series ofpowerfully-written tracts, and much adapted
to the wants of the present times, from the pen of the Rev. S. A. Walker.
The arguments are as unanswerable as the title is well founded, in connexion with the treasonable practices of the betrayers of OUT church and
country.
Anecdotage; or, StratJ Leaves from tlte Note Books of a Provincial Reporter.
By E. AUSTIN, Bristol Correspondent of the Times.
WE have received a copy of the above work; and a most suitable giftbook it is, at the present season, for any connected with the press or the
bar. So deeply interesting did we find this volume of 200 pages, that, once
taking it up, we could not leave it until we had read the whole. As we
closed the book, and looked at the clock, we found its interesting pages
had engrossed us beyond the midnight hour.
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