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•• Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we ma,y be able to comfcrt them which ...e in. any
trouble, by the comfort. wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4•

.A NEW YEA.R'S PORTION.-TRE LORD WHO SLEEPETH
NOT, THE KEEPER OF HIS PEOPLE.
\' Beho,ld, He that keepeth Israel shall neitlwr slumber ?w?' s·leep."PSALM cxxi. 4.
\' DON'T go to sleep, my father!" said our little oue just as we had
closed our eyes, thin~ing, ., What portion can I take as a new year's
subject?" The remark, of the dear child was instantly followed by
the thought, "What a mercy th.a.t I have a Father who never
slumbers nor sleeps !. '.'
Come, then, dear readers, we have a portion for our mutual comfort
and edification, with which to step over the threshold of the new. and
untrodden year, if so be the Holy Ghost is pleased to apply the. same
-to take of its blessed properties, and unfold them to. 'our admiring
and adoring view.
And, first, just allow us to say, that old as this Soriptwe is, and
myriads of tiwes as it has been q,uoted, it will he found, if the Holy
Ghost accompany it with His own life-giving dew and unction, as
sweet and as suitable, as preciou.s and as powerful, as ever. Ah, yes,
it will do for 1875 as well as it has done for all the years-and all
the times and seasons-since it first fell from the lips of the servant
of the Lord God Almighty. Men may cavil at and rail against
the Bible; nevertheless, there is no book can approach it for that
peculiar power-that blessed adapta.tion-that marvellously soothing,
sweetening influence, under weakness, difficulty, trial, or trouble, of
whatever character or to. whatever e~tent,. which the Word of God
possesses, whensoever and whereso,ever any part or portion of that
vVord is brought home to the heart and conscience by its divine
Author, God the Holy Ghost! The longe)j' we live, dear reader, ana
the more closely we observe men and things, the InOre thoroughly and
immovably are we established in this great and glorious fact. Not all
the sophistries of men-not all the p:riestcraft or presumption of the
age in which we live-can shake the faith of those whose privilege it
has been to taste, and handle, and feel of the good Word of Life.
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What the Holy Ghost has engrafted, that neither Satan nor the world
can uproo-t. Where the Lord the Spirit drops His own sweet word
into the heart, that home-and-heart-spoken word will, instrumentally,
carry a man through a host of enemies, and bear him up, and cheer
.and comfort him, in encountering numberless and apparently insurmountable difficulties. The prophet knew full well the value of the
applied Word when he exclaimed, "Thy words were found, and I
did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart." And, oh! how blessed the connexion of this language,
dear reader, to the poor and needy-the tried and oppressed-soul:
"0 Lord, Thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge
me of my persecutors; take me not away in Thy longsuffering: know
that for Thy sake I have suffered rebuke." "For Thy sake!" mark
this, reader. How unspeakably blessed to be able to go before the
Lord, in times of trouble, with this direct appeal-this all-powerful,
irresistible argument: "Know that for Thy sake I ha,ve suffered
rebuke!" It was not my matter, but THINE, 'Lord! It was identified
with Thy name! Thy cause! Thy truth! Hence the wrong done
me. Hence the reproach! the wrath! the oppression! Ah, how
blessed, reader, to be able thus to appeal to a heartrsearching, reintrying God; an9- observe, the Lord is not only graciously disposed to
listen, but equally prepared to take upon Himself the avenging His
own cause, and the defending of His own servants. And in the
sequel it will be found so unspeakably blessed thus to be called to
"suffer f.or Ohrist's sake." It is in these very circumstances He opens
out the secrets of His loving, tender, sympathizing heart. It leads to
such sweet and endearing communion-to that closet and closest
fellowship between the Lord in heaven and His poor struggling and
staggering one in the wilderness; so that enemies, unwittingly a,nd
unintentionally, are the instruments of procming blessings for the
very persons they wish and strive to injure.
There is yet another thought or two, dear reader, to which we must
call your attention in connexion with the portion just now quoted.
" I sat not," says the prophet, "in the assembly of the mockers, nor
rejoiced;" no, he took no part with the traducers of God or His
truth; on the contrary, he saylS: "I sat alone because of Thy hand;
for Thou hast filled me with indignation." Thy restraining hand was
exercised towards me; Thou wouldst not permit me to adopt my
own course, or follow my own will: Thy hand was graciously upon
me in this respect; and I saw, moreover, Thy hand in regard to mine
enemies, in permitting them to go to <Jertain limits, and no farther,
for there Thy hand restrained, with a "Thus far shalt thou go, and
no farther." Again," Thou hast filled me with indignation "-a
holy anger, a righteous wrath, in that Thy divine Person was treated
with contempt and Thy truth ignored.
Observe, dear reader, how this language and this conduct of the
prophet was regarded and accepted of the Lord: "Therefore thus
saith the Lord, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou
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shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the
viI , thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but
l' turn not thou unto them.
And I will make thee unto this people
a fenced brazen wall; and they shall fight against thee, but they shall
not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee, and to
deliver thee, saith the Lord. And I will deliver thee out of the hand
of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible"
(Jer. xv. 19-21). So that, as it was for the Lord's sake, and in
counexion with His own words and work, the prophet was called to
suffer, so, in gracious recognition, and as a blessed recompense, the
Lord declared that, though his enemies should fight against the
prophet, they should not prevail against him; and, next, that He was
with him, and that, moreover, for the express purpose of delivering
him. Hence we see, beloved, how the enemies of the servant of the
Lord unintentionally ministered to that holy intercourse, divine
companionship, and all-gracious deliverance of which the prophet was
the privileged partaker.
But we must return to the 121st Psalm, and a blessed Psalm it is
-short, but rich in blessing. It contains some of the very choicest
and most savoury fruit that can be plucked from the Tree of Life which
is in the midst of the paradise of God. Hence the Psalmist begms,
as well he might, with· an upward, hillward, heavenward looking;
looking off f.rom self, from sin, from the world and all creature
surroundings, entanglings, and besetments, "unto the hills," he says,
"from whence cometh my help." Ah, he well knew where his help lay,
and whence it came. And do mark, dear reader, the attitude! How
simple! how childlike! how pauper-like! "I will lift up mine
eyes! " Not even my hands-perhaps, in a sense-a precious Gospel
sense-he was too low, too helpless, too powerless for this. In his
thorough prostration, under his weakness, or sadness, or oppression,
the most he was able to do was to look '/Jp. "I will lift up mine eyes."
Ah, we had nearly said,. "And what poor oppressed one-what poor
Satan-harassed, sin-burdened, world-beset one-but what can do
this? " Verily, none, when the Lord the Spirit gives him a sense of
danger, a feeling of helplessness, and a consciousness that the Lord,
and the Lord alone, can help, and at the same time inwardly prompts
him mentally and determinately to cry, ., Well, in spite of allthough the odds be against me-though the world, the flesh, and the
devil do their utmost to crush and to condemn me, still, notwithstanding and in spite of all, 'I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
whence cometh my help;' I will look, if I can't speak}' I will look,
if I can't cry; I will look, if I can't stand; I will loole, if I can't
fight; I will loole, if I can't flee. Oh, that look, that look, dear reader,
that craving look! that crying look! that beseeching look! that
God-honouring look! "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst!" And do
mark this, dear reader, the look upw(wd upon the part of a poor sinner
is invariably and without a solitary exception the blessed fruit, effect,
and consequence of the Lord Himself having looked down. No poor
B
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sinner either could or would ever venture to look up if the Lord had
not first looked down. It is the reciprocal look of' drawing and Ohristattracting grace. "The Lord turned and looked upon 1 eter," otherwise Pet.er never would have" gone out and wept bitterly;" and,
upon the same blessed Gospel principle, every poor sinner being
inclined, strengthened, and enabled to "lift up his y s unto the
hills, whence cometh his help," is absolutely and entiJ.· ly of the
Lord!
The Psalmist proceeds to say, "My help cometh from the Lord,
which made heaven and earth." What a marvellous thing for a poor
crawling, guilty, sinful worm of the earth to be able to testify: "My
help cometh from the Lord!" As much as to say, "From whatev I'
source you may derive what you have, or by whatever power you
accomplish what you do, I know this full well-I am most thoroughly
at a point about it-that 'my help cometh from the Lord;' yea,
that self-same great and glorious Being who made heaven and earth.
So that He is not only all-powerful. but .He is, at the same time, condescending and gracious. He was not only able to make heaven and
earth, but He deigns to help me·-even little, sinful, guilty me-in all
my helplessness and unworthiness.
Oh, reader, however humbling to the proud heart of man, and to
the self-sufficiency of the creature-how blessed is it to be able to
declare, "My help cometh from the Lord!" There is my Refuge!
There my Storehouse! Thence cometh all I have; and by His
goodness and His love and His mercy I am what I am !
"He will not suffer thy foot to be moved." We just now spoke of
the attitude-the simple looking up 1 looking' to! looking off! It
must, therefore, have been an approved and a God-accepted posture,
because a promise -and a very gracious promise, too-comes upon the
basis of it. " He will not suffer thy foot to be moved." And why?
Because it is fixed upon the Rock of Ages; and who fixed it there
but the Lord Himself? It is the Lord the Spirit that hath set each
and every poor sinner upon this firm Standing-ground. this impregnable Fortress, this Rock against which the gates of' hell shall never
prevail. No waves of trouble-no boisterous winds-no raging billows
-no enemy, internal, external, or infernal-shall ever move a single
foot thathas been set by grace and power divine upon the Rock Ohrist
Jesus. The winds may blow, the tempest may rage, all the artillery
of hell may be brought to bear upon it; still that foot is fixed steadBecause" He will not
fastly, immovably, eternally; and why?
suffer thy foot to be moved." Ah, here, and here alone, is the reason.
But for this the merest spray-not to say the dashing wave, the
howling billow, or the rough blast-would trip up the standing one,
and hurl him instantly into the yawning depths.
"He that keepeth thee will not slumber." He will never be off
His guard! He can never be taken by surprise! He is equal to
every emergency, every necessity, to all the requirements of His every
poor and needy one! The Keeper of Israel, poor trembling child of
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God, is "He that keepeth thee"-yes, thee-poor, little, insignificant,
sinful, polluted, unworthy, ill-and-hell.deserving thee! He is the
] 0 per of Israel, and He is thy Keeper also.
Because He keeps
lliraet, He keeps thee, and because He keeps thee, He keeps Israel.
Israel and thou art identified; thou and Ismel are part and parcel of
one another. Thy Keeper cannot part with Israel, neither can He
part with thee; He cannot part with thee, neither can He part with
Israel. Israel and thou stand or fall together. Such thought may
appear extravagant or far-fetched; but it is not so. If it be extravagant, it is an extravagance warranted by the "covenant ordered in
all things and sure;" by the very words of J ehovah-Jesus Himself,
"of whom I have lost none, save the son of perdition, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled."
This identity between the "thee" and Israel is evident from the
repetition of the words; for, after the dAclaration, "He that keepeth
thee will not slumber," it immediately follows: "Behold, He that
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep." There is the twof0ld
significance; and, in order to give strength and tone to that signifi.cancy, it is introduced with a "Behold!" Beloved, we cannot lay
too much stress upon, or attach too great importance to, the Lord's own
gracious testimony. The more so, bearing upon and comprehending
as it does facts of such immense importance.
Has the child of God enemies? Is he beset with dangers? Is he
placed, as he passes through this waste howling wilderness, again and
again in positions of peril? Are these snares and traps continuously
set, in order, if possible, to catch or trip him up, to decoy or destroy
him? Undoubtedly such is the case; and, moreover, he has within
him a heart in league with his chief adversary, and the which would
betray him, so that he would speedily become a prey. But, as a
wondrous set-off agai.nst all this, blessed be God, he has a :Friend, a
Benefactor, a Counsellor, a Preserver, an almighty and all-gracious
Deliverer, that "neither slumbereth nor sleepeth." Ah, beloved,
what a thought is this either for day or night! What a consolatory
reflection to fall asleep on or to arise with: "Well, I am about again
to lie down upon my bed; preeently I shall fall into a state of utter
unconsciousness. I know not who may be tracking my steps. I can
be by no means aware of what dangers hover about me, or what perils
bcset me; but I fall into His hands who 'neither slumbers nor
sll-lcps;' and who (adored be His name!) hath declared concerning
His vineyard-and each and all His people are alike interested" I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt
it, I will k ep it night and day.''' The like thought may be cherished
upon awaking, and when afresh entering upon the duties of daily life:
"Well, I know not what may be in waiting for me to-day. I am
ignorant of the plans which may have been formed for my injury or
destruction. My enemies may have been conferring one with another.
They may unitedly have combined to ensnare and entrap my unwary
feet. Prompted by an ever-vigilant foe, they may have laid their
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p1n.na, formed their devices, and mn.Lln· (1 Lh ir schemes for my enthml
III IlL and overthow; but still 1 h,W
thnt one glorious truth-tilt t
(v(Il'-blessed assurance-upon whi h Lo v uture forth, in spite of all
IHll'!' undings, besetments, and inLrigu , 'Behold, He that keepoth
1I:ll·(l. 1 shall neither slumber nor si p.'''
Beloved, will not this preci us pl'oJl1is -this covenant pledgo f It
V nant God concerning a ov llltnt p ople-do not merely to (JOIIfront either day or night with, but Itn we want more with which In
ster over the threshold and ut r upon a new, an unknown, nn
o.ltogether untrodden year? Wlutt, w repeat, can we want mon P
pecially as such great an 1 glori us assurances have had COnfiJ'llll~
tion and fulfilment in the rich awl 11 mtfelt experience of both Olll
and New Testament believers, as w n as that of the people of' (lo(l
in all ages, and under an almost illfinite variety of circumsttm' 'H.
Moreover, you that know the Lord have realized the same in yo1ll'
personal and individual cases; and, th ~ref'ore, upon the warrant of th
law and the testimony; upon the xamples of Old and New Testam 11 L
believers; upon the ceaseless realization of the Church in all ag El
since the apostles' day to the present; and upon the basis of yam"
own personal experience, you may exclaim, "1 will trust and not bo
afraid;" "I will not fear what man can do unto me."
Beloved, touching upon the matter of the fear of man, and what he
may do, or would do if he could, there are some wonderful words in
the 51st chapter of Isaiah, where the Lord speaks to those who" follow
after righteousness," "and to those who know righteousness." In t110 nh
verse He says, "Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be y ali:ltill f
their reviliug~. For the moth shall eat them up like a garm 11 t, and th
worm shall eat them like wool." The figures are mo t striking,
setting forth the secret, insidious, almost imperceptible-yot, at th
same time, most effectual-way in which the enemies of tho LOl'U and
the plotters against His people are overcome and destroy d. What
so significant in this respect as the moth and the worm.~ AgfLin,
having testified to the great fact that the Lord J ehovf1h hf1u made
even" the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass ov 1'," we
read, "Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, f1nd come
with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall bo upon their
head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning
shall Hee away. I, even I, am He that comforteth you: who art
thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a ID an that shall die, and of the
son of man which shall be made as grass: and forgettest the Lord
thy Maker, that hath stretched forth the hef1vens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day, because of
the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy r and where
is the fury of the oppressor?" (Isaiah li. 11-1:3.) Then, in the
closing up of this blessed chapter, we read, "Thus saith thy Lord
(mark it, reader) the LORn-(the J EI-IOV AH)-and thy God (observe
again the relationship), that pleadeth the cattse of Bis people, Beholl, I
have taken out of' thine hand (mark the words, "I have taken out of
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thine hand ") the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my
fury; thou shalt no more dn·n!. it again; but (observe the" but ") I wilt
put it i'nto the hand qf them that qfflict thee; which have said to thy
soul, Bow down, that we may go over; and thou hast laid thy body
as the ground, and as the street; to them that went over."
Dear oppressed reader; if we ~hould be addressing any such, place,
we entreat thee, this language in connexion with the 37th and the
73rd Psalms, and thus further contemplate the end and purpose of the
Lord concerning His and thy enemies. Oh, that passage, how often
it fills us with solemn awe when we contemplate its awful fulfilment
upon the hypocrites in Zion, the traducers of God's truth,. and the
despisers, revilers, and oppressors of His people: "How are' they
brought into desolation (desola~ion, mark you, after all their prosperity)
as in a m01ne1it! THEY ARE UTTERLY CONSUMED WITH TERRORS! "
So that such are filled with unutterable dismay even prospectively!
They are destroyed (so to speak) before the actual destruction cometh.
Realizing the solemnity of these verities, well might the Apostle
exclaim, "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men." Again he says, " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hand of
the living !}od."
But what a mercy for the Lord's poor-and-needy,.looking~and-long
ing-ones, to be able to turn from these solemn portions, and however
tremblingly and timidly, and with the very deepest sense of utter
unworthiness, testify to the great fact, " I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day." "Unto Thee have I opened
my cause." "Thou hast known my soul in adversities.."
" My
adversaries are all before Thee." In connexion with these heart
utterances, we may take up this blessed 121st Psalm. In the course
of its eight verses the Lord J ehovah (his Oounsellor, Friend, and
everlasting Portion) is distinctly referred to no less than nine times.
We may rejoice in this glorious fact, that He that keepeth him and He
that keepeth Israel neither sI umbereth nor sleepeth; but that His
gracious eye is upon him, and upon them day and night, from the
beginning even unto the end of the year.
St. Ltf,ke's, Bedminste1", Dec. 6, 1874.

THE EDITOR.

THE soul, resting upon Jesus, can and will look forward to the hour of
death witb. perfect composure and sel~enity. It is but a valley, not a
dwelling-place, he hath to enter. And, though he enters it, it is not toabide there. Moreover, it is not death, but the mere shadow of death, the..........
true believer in Ohrist hath to pass through. The sting of death, which
is sin, is taken out by the blood of Ohrist. So that death, and the valley
of the shadow of death, have lost all their terrors to a true believer in
Jesus, who is relying wholly upon the glorious Person and the finished
and approved righteousness of the Mediator.-Hawker.
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FRESH OIL.
I shall be anointed with fresh oil."-PsALM xcii. 10.
ANOTHER year has pal'lsed, with all its aching- trials and mingled j0yS, and,
while desiring to usher in a new year with prayer and praise, we are
rejoiced to think that other gifts are in store fOl" us, and that we "shall
be anointed with fresh 0iL" Ah! this affords us a cheering sweetness as
we stand on the threshold of a new period ef time. True, our wants
will be many, our needs great; but our wants and our needs will all be
supplied from the Tiches treasured up in Christ. " I will never leave tbee,
nor forsake thee," is His own blessed assurance to His trembling child.
True, we know not what a day ma.v bring forth, but Jesus does; and
tbis ought to be -sufficient f(}r us. Whether we live or die, we are the
Lord's.
But before we think, beloved., of the" fresh oil" promised for the fresh
need, it behoves us .at such a time as this to take a grateful review
of the past. Oh, what shall we render unto the Lord for all His benefits
and abounding mercies? Has it been stripping w;>rk with thee of late,
. dear reader? Sometimes the Lord turns over a page in our history that
seems all a blank, and, if not a blank, the letters are so apparently confused that we cannot understand the Lord's intentions concerning us.
What is to be done ? We can say no more than, "Lord, lead; we can
only take hold of Thine hand-the wbither is with Thee." We have been
brought into such positions in the past that we can only, with uplifted
eJe to Jesus, say, with the poor woman, "Lorrl, help me." And has He
not helped marvellously and mercifully? And do not the years of testing
and trial we have experienced bring us tp trust, and n0t to be afraid to
trust? Possibly, you say, "Alas! no. I am more of a trembler tban
ever. The past mercies are very precious, but I cannot live upon them,
and my poor faint heart seems more feeble than ever, as fresh testing
times have to be encountered." Well, it is so ; the writclr is one with you
here; and perhaps the dear Lord has a purpose in bringing us to such
perl'eet helplessness.; He means us to learlllessons in the dark, as well as
in the light. And who but Jesus will do for the varied phases of life?
Some of us have seen life in a very cheqnered form-bright rays succeeded
by g-loomy days, sunshille by storm, prosperity by adversity, the south
wind by the east wind, clear views by the way, by tbe mist and the maze;
yet, no matter what form the experieace has assumed, Jesus is the only
One who ·can fit into the every step of the eventful pathway.
What a view the Psalmist must have been taking of his chequered
career wheN he said, «I have been young, aRd now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor hi01 seed begging bread!" It was
the expression of an uplifting and upholding that ali who put their trust
in the Lord shall experience.
Well, beloved, the chequered pathway has been of the Lord's laying,
and what we now feel to be a passing over rough stones aIld rugged
places will, when viewed aright, be found to be part and parcel of His
pavement of love to the celestial gates of yon brighter world.
And then how blessed it is to look back upon certain sunny spots, where
<'C
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the revelation of Christ has b;en specially precious! There is no gainsaying such revelations. There is a reality about them far above all dry
theology (II' a calculating religion. There is a life, a power, a preciousness that is beyond all committees, and counsels, and conferences, and the
red-tapeism of a form of godliness without the power.
Sunny spots with C/wist! I would not be without them for all the world
calls good and great. Let those nurture a religion without revelation, if
tlley will; I glory in a religion the centre point of which is revelation.
But we must not forget that·, sunny spots with Christ" are the exception;
the rule is the cloud, the cross, the care. Well, there ought to be no
repining- if it be so. We have learnt deeper lessons in the shade than in
"the sunshine, and shall do to the end; and there is no doubt that ahead
of us are many breakers, and that sharp conflids and sore temptations
will meet us at every turn of the homeward progress; but, for all this,
with the certainty that we "shall be anoint~d with fresh oil," and t!:utt
fresh strength will be giveR for the combat, we have nothing to fear. We
are not fighting in an uncertain warfare. Oh, no. The victor's crown
is as sure as if already in possession. "Yet a little while," is life's
preface to a vast eternity of joy and peace. Ab.! and what joy! what
peace! The wise virgins, who had oil in their lamps, went into the
marriage supper of the arrived briJegroom. Ah! this conveys a happiness not to be described-pen cannot portray the joy of being a guest of
King J eSUR. One thing is certain, it will make up for all the losses and
crosses by the way. We shall forget the night hours spent in watching
for the Bridegroom in the "Joy" that" cometh in the morning."
Well, then, as well as" sunny spots with Christ," which, doubtless,
each Christian has in some way dotted down, either in the diary, or the
margin of their Bibles, or otherwise, we have also to call up to view
shart!! spots with Satan, when the arch-enemy has drawn us aside, and in
oar weak moments thrust sorely at us. But he has not prevailed. Though
we have fallen, we have risen agaill, and
" In our weakness and distress,
C~l'ist has heen our Rock and Stay."
And here we are, beloved, this day, safe and sound, monuments of God's
sparing and saving mercy; the brushes by the way have not really hurt
us, the fight has hardened us for fresh warfare, and, though our hearts
fail us sometimes, and the journey altogether seems too great for us, yet
the Lord has proved again and again better to us than our heart's fears.
And then, as well as "sunny spots with Jesus," and" shady spots with
Satan," what precious helps by the way have w~ received from the Spirit of
God I-helps that a God only could give, for the creature has been powerless to help in the mattm'. But Jesus has so sweetly cheered, and given
just the special uplifting needed, that we have felt it good to put our trust
in Him. One such "help," when needed, comes up to view at this
moment in the writer's mind. He was led, in the providence of God,
into a place of worship, under a cloud of depression, when the minister
gave out dear Toplady's hymn" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willolVs take;

I

Loud to the praise of love divine
Let ev'ry string awake."

It seemed to touch the right chord, and give us, midst our tears, true

10

The GosjJel M agazz"ne.

heart cheer. Oh! these are helps by the way we love; they are of the
Spirit, and they form milestones on the roadside that remind us we are
trudging on towards home. We dare say there is crossing the reader's
mind many a help by the way that he or she has obtained in the past.
How blessed it is to call them up! How wonderfully did the Lark work
for Us at that special time! Oan we ever forget it? Well, He is "the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever "-the God of the past, the God of
the present, and the God of the future, the same unerring Guide, even
unto death.
.
And then, in looking back upon the pathway, there is another form of
discipline some of us have experienced; namely, sometimes the Lord has
routed us out of a rut, that we may see His goodness and mercy in different
forms. Our natural tendency is to settle on our lees, fold our arms, and
make to ourselves a comfortable sort of religiun; but He puts a thorn in
the nest; that our religion may be spiritual, and not natural, developing itself in the constant exercise of faith, and compelling us to make
Ohrist " all and in alL" Is it not so, beloved? The rough wind and the
l'ough wave have done the soul real guod, and, in a review of the past,
would you have a billow less than has been ordained by your loving and
;u.nnerring Father? All is well, all is right, all is secure. Sweetly do
those lines come up to view~
"Nor present things, nor things to come,
Shall hurt the life divine."
Ab! this conveys to our mind one of the most comforting thing'S in connection with the holding of the doctrines of grace; or, what is better, they
holding us; namely, that, come what will of life's changes, the real life
remains untouched. Oome prosperity-which, by the way, is a greater
snare than adversity~but come either-dangers, difficulties, perplexities,
life or death, no matter, the real life remains untouched and unhurt. This
is our mercy.
And now a few words upon this" fresh oil" promised for the future
need. Ye ministers of His, have you not felt your need of it after the
full service of a Sabbath-day, when evening has found you thoroughly
exhau:sted and emptied, and as if you never could have another word to
speak for Christ? Yet the oil has f1.owed in at the time of the fresh need,
and the Lord has never failed thee yet; nor will He to the end. And so
with all the children of God; no matter what the station in life, they have
felt sometimes their religion clean gono, and as if divine things had come
to an end with them, and yet the oil has flowed into their hearts again,
fresh vigour has been imparted, and they have become braced up to
eng-agements that otherwise they felt too momentous for them.
Yes, "I shall be anointed with fresh oil." There is no doubt that this
expression has reference to David's office as king of Israel. He was
anointed by the men of Judah, of Samuel, and again by Israel; but, as
oil is the emblem of the work and power of the Holy Ghost, it has also
reference to His gifts and graces, new supplies of which 8hall be granted
to every child of God, out of the fulness of a precious Ohrist. Yes, renewed joys and comforts are ready for us as we step forward into the new
year; and with such Rn assurance we need not tremble to set foot on
ground yet un trodden. Oh, how swe~t did the following words to the point
flow into our soul as " fresh oil" this morning while thinking of future
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steps: "Help us, 0 Lord our God, for WE REST ON THEE." Ah! there is
something worth resting upon here. How many of our fellow-creatures
are resting upon broken staffs that must bring them to the ground. For
instance, the broken staff of "free will," of sinless perfection, of creature
doings, of outward observances, and of carnal satisfaction of their own
goodness, and the like. The blast of the Terrible One in the great day
of account will destroy all such, but" they that trust in the Lord shall be
as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved."
And then see the result in the instance referred to of " resting in God" :
" Bo the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa and J udah, and they fled."
Oh, Thou precious Redeemer, we "rest on Thee!" And has it not been,
again and again, likewise, with those who rest in the Lord and trust to
Him as a covenant-keeping and promising God? Foes have been defeated,
and fears dispelled, and that which threatened seemingly to put an end to
us has been a cloud which has broken" with blessing on our heads."
And then, again, with regard to this "fresh oil "-this fresh anointing-it is for the lowest, the weakest, the most insignificant of the Lord's
family. The idea that a poor fallen man is anointed to the office of priest,
to serve at an altar, is of human origin and Romish deception. Away
with all such dogmas! What we want is the personal anointing of the
Holy Spirit, whlCh bids us stand before the Lord, and find our all in
Christ. And there is something very precious in this anointing of the
Holy Ghost; it seems to include the consecration of the soul to Christ, the
dedication of the life to the will of J ehovah, and the ap propriation of
vessels of mercy to the Milster's use. "Now He which stablisheth us
with you in Ohrist," says the Apostle, "ancl hath anointed us, is God;
who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts."
Not that we are above our fellows-the Anointed One of the Father only
is this, the Head of His body, the Church. So the Apostle adds, as if
by way of caution and comfort: "Not for that we have· dominion over
your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand." And will
not the Lord, who has thus anointed, consecrated, appropriated, and dedicated His people to Himself, will He not preserve them ?-nay, is not
preservation included in the anointing ? Undoubtedly it is. Hence, says
the Psalmist: "Now I know that the Lord saveth His anointed. He
will hear from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right
hand." And again: "The anointing (says the beloved John) which ye
have received of Him abideth in you; and ye need not that any man
teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in
Him." Oh, beloved, such anointing will do to go forward with" nothing
doubting." Ye shall abide in Him; nothing can separate us from Christ.
We are sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise uuto the day of redemption. All must be well for time and eternity.
And then, as well as this one act of setting apart and consecration, the
anoiu ring oil shall be continuous in the flowings furth of fresh supplies for
every time of need.
We may, then, look forward, beloved, to wondrous displays of God's
greatneEs, and power, and love in store for us. First and fOl'emost we
may look forward with longing expectation for the coming of the Lord.
Not that we have any inclination to join in the excitement of the day upon
this point. Our Lord does DOt represent the wise virgins as jumping
about and letting the flame of their lamp,s flare up, but simply as quietly
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waiting for the coming of the bridegroom, with their lamps trimJlled.
This is the attitude we desire to live in, and whether it pleases the Loru
to come in our day, or call us to Himself, it little matters. Many are
troubling their heads, and raising a deal of excitemflnt, about His reigning upon earth; be it ours to feel assured that" where He is, there shall
we be also." And, surely, it must be heaven where He is! I have seen
men so excited over these things as to render them totally unfit for th13
duties of their daily calling. Surely, this must be wrong. For many
years the writer has felt the force of our dear Lord's prayer: "I pray
not, 0 Father, that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil" of it. The beauty of the doctrines of grace is that they carry a man on in the midst of his worldly
calling, and often the more busy he is, lawfully, the more he realizes of
Jesus, and he can be all this and yet be kept in quiet expectation of an
eternal home. The mansions Jesus has prepared for us are in "H£s
Father's house," and, therefore, we may well look above for our home/and
not on earth. But. whether the Lord of glory bursts from His chamber
in the skies in our time or not, one thing is certain, that, whatever we
have seen of Him by faith, we shall realize "greater tMngs yet." This
ever has been His order to His Church. The Old Testament saints saw
great things, but the New Testament saints greater; the prophets of old
saw great things in types and shadows, but all prefigured the Greater who
was to come. His incarnation was a great thing. "Great is the mystery
of godliness "-" God was manifest in the flesh "-but His resurrection and
ascension to glory was greater. So in divine experience-it is the lesser
past, it is the greater to come; and grace, great and merciful as it is in
manifestation, is but the prelude of the glory that shall follow. So that,
dear reader, we may look forward with a firm expectation to yet more
blessed revelations of Himself. What we realized of Him at the time of
our second birth, when we were led to the foot of the cross, and said,
"My Beloved is mine, and I am His," was very precious; but these
things shall yet be surpas~ed in deeper views of His love and mercy, of
His power and Person. There is no standing stiJI in the divine life.
True, we cannot find the idea of "progressive sanctification" in the W ord-this is man's invention-:-but we can find what it is to "grow in gl'ace,
and in the knowledge of Him."
Then there will be fresh exercises of the soul, which will make passages,
and portions, and promises in the Scriptures, applied by the Spirit, more
pointed and more precious than they ever have been before, and we shall
say again and again concerning them, "I never felt the force of the
Word in this way." No, just because you have never been brought into
the particular exercise which makes the portion dovetail into the experience; and it is in this way the Lord teaches His children, and makes
them ., wise unto salvation."
Then, again, there will be fresh blessings from the throne of grace
granted and given. We often hear ministers exhorting Christians to
pray. This is totally unnecessary with the Lord's living and exercised
ones, for they live in the very element of prayer. You might as well
exhort them to breathe as to pray. They must pray; and the cry is
incessantly going up to the throne of grace, proceeding fro:::n the felt
need of the moment. We have been much struck with the exprossion,
,. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father." Mark the Sp£rit ory£ng "Abba,
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Father." Not the creature-not the Ohristian, but the Spirit. And there
will be no real cry of the soul unless the Spirit has melted and
broken the heart. And, again, Jesus says, "If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you." So th.at I take it that true prayer must be of
the Spirit, and of Ohrist abiding in us. This puts' aside as worthless
all sentimental prayer, and. .quashes the fulsome expression often used
concerning departed minist81's: "They were remarkable for their eloquence in prayer." Oh, beloved, the Lord wants not our eloquenpe, but
He does listen to and hear the cry of the heart, which is of the Spirit,
and through Ohrist abiding in us; and I venture to affirm, with all reverence, such prayer He must answer, for He cannot deny Himself. ci
" Ah ! whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismay'd;
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat? "
Then, again, there is companionship with the saints to lool< forward to.
.oh, our soul loathes the companionship of the formal, calculating religionist, whose responses to our tellings about "our Beloved" are like
morsels of ice between the teeth, which chill the whole frame; but, on
the other hand, how we love the warm-hearted fellow-pilgrim whose
language breathes the spirit of Christ, and who manifests the meekness
of a little child in divine things. And, thank God, we do know some such,
with whom we take sweet counsel. But, cheering as it is to meet with
such kindred spirits by the way, never was there a more sensitive
human nature than that possessed by our Saviour Himself. Look at
His sympathy for the widow of Nain, who had lost her earthly all; and,
again, His fellow-feeling for the sisters of Bethany, who had buried their
beloved brother; and, again, at His tender co passion for the little ones
gathered around Him. N ever man spake and felt like this Man. But
in His absence it is blessed to be drawn to one of a tender, sensitive nature,
for such a one seems to breathe the spirit of the Master.
And then, too, as well as companionship with the saints, there is still the
ministry of the Word; and although we have not our Toplady, Romaine,
Wilkinson, Irons, G. Doudney, and the like, in these days, God has not left
Himself without witnesses to His truth. We have the precious Word of
divine life for our comfort still. And do we not find ourselves, beloved, ever
looking out for a word from the Word? It was in doing eo this morning, and
with the future upon one's mind, that the following portion came with power,
"Thewell-spring of wisdom is afiowing brook" (Prov. xviii. 4). "Ah!" we
thought of our subject again, "I shall be anointed with fresh. oil." Here
in another figure we have the same thing. Our" well-spring of wisdom"
is in Christ, and we have long learnt that our wisdom, in connect=.on with
divine things, is as a broken cistern, that can hold no water. But in Him,
oh, the never-ceasing supplies, the incalculable depth, from which fiowings shall ever be supplied suitable to the thirsty pilgrim's need! These
are truths, as we have said before, that bid us look forward without a
doubt; and whethAr it be through the preaching of ·the Word, or the
application of the' Spirit while personally reading it oneself, the Lord
will, in His own way, keep alive the grace given to the end.
And this reminds us, too, that, as well as the means of grace, WA have Rho
the hope of glory, bright prospects of sweeter joys to come. "Thou shalt
guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory." Ah! that
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guiding! Sometimes, like the children ofIsrael of old, we know not wh 1'0
the Lord is guiding-it appears a roundabout way to us-and yet, as they
came eventually to the promised land, so shall it be with all Ilis spiritual
Israel. The company that shall surround the Lamb on Mount Sion
are those that "rest from their labours"- the toil and struggling' with
this tiresome, wearying world all over, and the promise realizod, that you
and I shall be "enthroned with Him above the sky." Happy and joyous
prospect! We would press towards it.
But methinks I hear more than one Ohristian sighing, "Ah! ere this
can be realized, there is something terrible to pass through; thero is that
gloomy word' death' to be faced, and I know not how it will fare with
me in the swellings of J m'dan. The very thought of it makes me shudder! "
Now, it appears to us that Ohristians make two mistakes about this mattor.
First, they foster self-made convictions about" the time to die," which
is not of the Lord, and then they live in a state of fear about it, which
also is not of the Lord. With regard to self-created convictions ab0ut
the matter, my eye rests upon a sister in Ohrist who very positively statod
her conviction that she would die at a certain time. Twenty years have
rolled away since that date, and she lives on we trust to feel the folly of
such self-made notions. And this is by no meaDS an isolated oase. Job
thought the special ilftliction laid upon him would bring him to the gravo.
He says: "For 1 know that Thou wilt bring me to death, to the house
appointed for all living." But it did not at that time do so, and He
lived to praise the Lord for His delivering mercy and bountiful goodness.
We should be careful to banish all such convictions, which are not of the
Lord. We know Dothing about the details of the future; nor would it be
well for us if we did Oue thing we know, that the Lord hath appointed
all, and, if wise, there should we leave it. And then, with regard to this
constant fear of death, it is not of the Lord's tried one. Oh! banish it,
or ask Him to do so. Suffer me to bear testimony, as one who a year ago
was brought apparently as nigh to the verge of the grave as anyone
could be, that I had not a fear about it--all fear was taken away by the I,ord.
ancl so I believe it will be with you; when the imaginary foe comes, he
will prove a friend! That with some of us the unfolding year will be the
year of death, there is little doubt; but, oh! if in Christ, it need nol
cause us one moment's fear. The Lord is gathering home those dear to
Him; they are fast flying, as doves to their window, and soon the place
on earth that knows us now will knJw us no more. Upon this point
I was much struck just now with this expression in the book of Samuel,
" After him." The Word is speaking of the Tachmonite that sat in the
seat, chief among David's great men, and it adds, "After Mm," Eleazer;
and again, "After Mm" Shammah; and so on. Ah! time sweeps one
and another away. We know not how soon our place will be vacant, or
our position in life occupied by another. What a mercy to have a hope
beyond the grave! And, though we feel it is little assurance we have, and
but a little knowledge of divine things altogether, yet we would not give
up that little for ten thousand worlds, and find ourselves constantly saying', "Oh, to grace how great a debtor! "
Well, then, beloved, with regard to the future staps, or death itself,
leave it all to the Lord. Thou :Futurity, we fear thee not, while Jesus
leads the way. His loving hand will lift the veil, and in life's worst
anguish He will be near. Oh, for bright communings with Him we
love! Whatever is aht:lad of us, one thing is certain, heaven is before us;
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and the days and years that are passing away are bringing us nearer to it.
There need be no halting footsteps where Jesus is, but a leaning, loving
trust that all will be well.
And now, in conclusion, we ask for a frAsh baptism of the Holy Spirit,
a renewed anointing with His" fresh oil." We crave not, nor care not,
for man's revival; indeed, loathe increasingly the spasmodic efforts of
the day, which foster creature pride and self-sufficiency. But we do want
the Spirit's reviving and refreshing, which results in humbliug the creature and exalting a precious Ohrist in our experience. Oh, come, Thou
divine Testifier of Jesus, and at the opening of a new year touch our hearts,
melt our spirits, and take of the things of Ohrist and show them unto us.
Oh, come, Thou divine Comforter, and cheer us onwards; let Thine unction
be f..lt and realized within, and let us go forward under those bedewings
which we so much crave, waving over our heads, with holy confidence and
joy, our New Year's Motto,
"I SHALL BE ANOINrED WITH FRESH OIL."
Derby.
G. O.

MOTTO FOR 1875.
"UNTO HIM SHALL THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE BE."
(GEN. xlix. 10.)

GOD'S PEOPLE, SCATTERED BY SATAN, ARE GATHERED TO CHRISTVirtually.,
1. In tbeir covenant Head.-EpH. i. 4, 10.
2. By Christ's incarnation.-HEB. ii. 14.
3. As crucifiedwitb Him.-GAL, ii. 20.
4. As buried with Him.-RoM. vi. 4.
5. As quickened with Him.-CoL. ii. 13.
6. As raised up with Him.-EpH. ii. 6.
7. As made to sit with Him.-EpH. ii. 6.
8. As triumphant with Him.-RoM. viii. 37.
Spiritually:
1. By the united power of J ehovah.-JOHN vi. 44; xii. 32; Ps. ex. 3.
2. Gathered together in Christ's name.-MATT. xviii. 20.
3. Gathenid (1) as sheep to their shepherd.-JoHN x. 16.
(2) as the brood to the parent bird.-LuKE xiii. 34.
(3) as ships to their harbour.-Ps. cvii. 30.
(4) as stones to the temple.-1 PETER ii: 5-7.
(5) as soldiers to their standard.-IsA. xi. 10.
1.
2.
3.
4.
Bristol.

Finally and Locally:
By the angels at Christ's coming.-MATT. xxiv. 31.
Caught up to meet the Lord in the air.-1 THESS. iv. 16', 17.
To be glorified with Christ.-Ro~L viii. 17; PHIL. iii. 20,21.
To reign with Christ for ever.-2 TIM. ii. 12.
R. CORNALL, M.A.

PRECIOUS Lord! fill my soul with Thyself; and let it be the one earnest
desire of my heart, living and dying, and to all eternity, that my mouth shall
speak the praises of the Lord, and bless Thee now, and bless Thee for ever.Hc~w7cer.
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"EBENEZER."-A DAY OF GOOD THINGS.
I WAS in Bristol on Lord's-day, October 4, 1874. It was a very duJ?,
wet morning. The rain came down vel'y heavily .mtil noon. As I was
wending my way to the house of God, I was pleading with the L()rd!
for His blessing to rest upon His dear servant, whom I hoped to hear
preach the everlasting Gospel. I asked the Lord, in my feeble way,
to favour me with the hearing ear, and to bless my soul w.ith His manifested presence. I prayed, too, that the empty seats (of which I feared
there would be a great many, in consequence of the heavy Fain)
might not wei~h down tbe spirits ill His servant, the minister, or cause
llim to feel discomaged, but that he might be lifted above external
surroundings, and have his eye fixed steadfastly upon Jesus only, and
be enabled to testify of Him and Bis glorious work. When I reached
the house of prayer, I seated myself in a free sitting, a deep fooling of
neediness and unwt).rthiness I}ervadi:ug my mind. When the minister
made his appearance, I felt my soul suddenly and preciously drawn
out toward the Lord in his behalf.. I have felt somewhat of this upon
many occasions, though not so suddenly as at this time, while at the
throne of grace, towards this dear servant of the Most High. The service
commenced by singing that well-known hymn o£ Cowper's:
"Hark, my soul! it is the Lord;
I Jesus speaks, and speaks to, thee;
'Tis thy Saviour; hear His word: I 'Say, poor sinner, lovest thou me ?'"
The singing of this precious song of Zion met with a sweet response
in my inmost soul. I felt I could appeal in the language of Peter of
old, and say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; T40u knowest that I
love Thee." Ob, what a marked difference there is between singing
under the power of the blessed Spirit and singing without His soitelling,
melting influence! What a contrast! Without His presence, how dry
and insipid the service! With Hi s presence, how sweet, precious, and
soul-mellowing our meetings in the house of God, and om visits to a
throne of grace!
The next. hymn that was sung was that precious one of good old
John Newton's:
"Begone, unbelief" my Saviour is near,
And fO!" my relief will surely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
Wit~ Christ in the vessel, I smile at the stol·m."
The divine Comforter applied with unspeakable preciousness the third
verse of this blessed hymn:
I

" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I bave in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
Oh, what should we do at times, when sunk in distress and perplexity,
were it not for the Lord leading us, by the blessed Spirit, sweetly to
rAview whAt He has been to us, what He.has done for us, and in us,
and what IIe has promised to be and to do ( The review of God's good-
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-ness to such a sinner as I, under the light and teaching of His Holy Spirit,
melted my poor hard heart like wax, broke it into a thousand pieces,
filling me with adoration at His divine footstool. My soul was blessed
with a comfortable assurance in God's unchanging mercy, love, and
grace.
Whilst singing the next verse of this sweet song of Zion, utterance
'was choked. I was so completely overcome with the Lord's manifested
mercy, I could but stand and weep before Him:
"Determined to save, He watcbed o'er my path,
When Satan's blind slave, I sported with death;
And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame? "
" Determined 'to save!" Some of our modern translators have made
what they consider a slight alteration in the rendering of this verse, by
-suhstituting the'word "desirous" for "determined." To this they are quite
welcome for me. For my own part (such a great sinner have I been, and
am still), I feel that nothing but free, full, and eternal salvation, designed,
decreed, executed, revealed, and applied by the Lord Jehovah-Father,
Word, and Spirit-will suit me. This salvation my very soul loves
and admires, which stands in the power of God, not that which is made
.to hinge upon the free will of poor fallible, sinful man.
How my soul was led by the Spirit of God to see what I had been,
what I had done, and where I had been, "when Satan's blind slave!"
And how, too, was I favoured at the same time to see how mercifully
and graciously the Lord, in His infinite goodness and love, had watched
over, preserved, and preventecl me, in the days of my um'egeneracy, from
indulging in those things which have ruined tens of thousands! All
-through my childood and youth, and until after I was twenty years of
age, I was kept very poor in worldly circumstances. How I used to rebel
against the Lord for keeping me and my parents so low in temporal
matters! How have I charged Him with dealing unkindly and unjustly
towards us for not giving us more of this world's goods! But now, since
the Lord, I trust, has called me by His grace, and given me eyes to see
matters, in some measure, in their true light, I can but bless and praise
Him for His wisdom and goodness manifested to such a wicked, rebellious
sinner, in keeping me with scarce a sixpence in my pocket, in my early
days. I have said, upon more than one occasion, when conversing with
the saints of the Most High, "That, if God had given me, before He
called me by His grace, what He has given me since, as regards earthly
things, I should have been a devil let loose!" So intent was I upon
indulging in all kinds of vic;e and wickedness that, but for God's restraining and preventing mercy, I should have had my fill of that which
ultimately would have ended in eternal perdition.
While singing in the house of God, this long-to-be-remembered
occasion, I was led by the Lord to look back and see where and what I
had been. How expressive of my soul's feelings were the words of one
of our hymn writers, where he says:
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come? "
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" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly fOl'ced me in;
Else I had still refused to taste,
A.nd perished in my sin."
What an humbling effect this blessed teaching has upon a poorsinner, who feels he deserves nothing short of "destruction from the
Lord, and ~he glory of His power!"
I now pass on briefly to notice what the man said who occupied the.pulpit.
Afterthe congregation had finished singing-the hymn before alluded to of dear
Newton's, the minister said, "Let us pray." If ever the prayer of afellow-sinner found a response in one's heart, it was at this precious season. Simplicity and earnestness-real soul earnestness (two blessed evidences
of divine teaching)-seemed to accompany every petition at the mercyseat. I felt I could with all my heart say "Amen" to what was,
uttered before the Hearer and Answerer of prayer. I love to feel this
heart-to-heart work, this face answering to face in the glass of Ohristian
experience. I find it very cheering and encouraging to my poor soul.
Prayer ended, the minister ga:ve out his text as follows: "Who can
understand his errors? Ole~nse Thou me from secret faults. Keep
back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have
dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent
from the great transgression. Let the words of my mouth, and the
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my
strength and my Redeemel'" (Psalm xix. 12-14). The morning
discourse was confilled to the consideration of the first verse. After
speaking of some of the errors, sins, and failings which the sons and
daughters of Zion are the subjects of generally, the minister told out
a little of his own experience-what he was most beset with; what
constituted his daily burden and grief before the Lord; what base
ingratitude and waywardness he was the subject of, notwithstanding
the proof upon proof the Lord had given him of His ceaseless, unchanging goodness and loving-kindness. Having spoken of these
things-things which we feel ourselves constantly troubled with more
and more every day we live-he said, "My dear friends, we are but
few, very few, in number this morning'. Oome, let us compare notes
by the way. Now, I am not the only sinner here at this time. I am
not the only one who is the subject of this wretched-·I had almost
said damnable-unbelief. I know there are some here who know
painfully what I am speaking about, who feel, like me, deeply humbled
before the Majesty of heaven on account of it, and stand amazecl at
the merciful and gracious dealings of God with them in spite of all."
"Ah! dear brother," thought I, "here's a poor helpless sinner who
can understand and enter into what you have just now stated." How
continuously have we been supplied, upheld, protected, preserved, and
cared for by the Lord of Hosts, and yet (we are constrained to confess it)
how thankless we are, how unmindful· and careless, how forgetful and
indifferent we are! Verily, it is a wonder we are out of the bottomleli8
pit. But, again. The man of God went on to say what a mercy it was
to be kept tender in the things pertaining to godliness; to be able, in the
midst of all life's trying, crushing scenes, to appeal, again and again, to
Him" who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will," with a
"Lord, Thou knowest." "Though I may not be able to make myself
understood to my fellow-creatures, yet Thou understandest my case, Thou
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art fully acquainted with my cause; Thou seest my heart, undertake,
appear for, and bless me. Let me see Thy hand in this affliction. Lord,
we had thought we had learned this lesson; we thought Thou hadst
taught us this ere now. Is this needful? Is the other necessary?
Could we not have been spared this particular trial? Are we yet so slow /
to learn the meaning of that portion of 'rhy Word, 'Without me ye can
do nothing'?" How these interrogations led us back to times of trial,
doubt, and perplexity in our little history! Times when we have thought
the Lord was dealing (to say the least) somewhat roughly and unkindly
with us. Ah! what will not our carnal heart say if the Lord sends
tmuble into our family, or seems for a season to blight our worldly
prospects, and at the same time withholds the sensible manifestation of His
love and mercy? "Lord, what is man that Thou art mindful of
him? or the son of man, that Thou visitest him?"
The
minister referred more than once to that remarkable passage in the
prophet Jeremiah: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked; who can know it?" The morning service concluded
by singing that well-known hymn of Cowper's: "There is a fountain
filled with blood," &c. The singing of this sweet hymn led my mind
back to the time when, two years before, whilst standing in the self-same
spot, and joining in the singing of the self-same hymn, the Holy Ghost
most preciously, and in a never-to-be-forgotten manner, applied the last
two verses of this precious song to my soul :
" Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared,
Unworthy though I be,
For me a blood-bought free reward,
A golden harp for me.
"'Tis strung and tuned to endless years,
And fOl-med by power divine,
To sound in God the Father's ears
No other name but Thine."
Upon this last occasion these two, to me, favourite verses were omitted.
, I returned to the house where I was staying at with a grateful heart for
what I had been privileged to hear in the house of God.
In the evening we went again to the same sacred spot. The morning's
text, latter part, was again taken up. The minister dwelt much upon
the words, "Keep back Thy servant also from presumj1ltuous sins." He
also spoke in a very blessed manner of the glorious plan of salvation,
the unalterable verities of our most holy faith, and the certain accomplishment of all the everlasting love-purposes of a Three-One Jehovah.
He showed how these things, revealed to the heart of a child of God by
the blessed and eternal Spirit, tended to humble him in the very dust
befoM God for His condescending, discriminating goodness to such a poor
hell-deserving sinner, making him very tender, and filling him with an
ardent desire to be kept from pre'surning upon God's free and sovereign
favour. Reference was made to the Psalmist's words, where he prays,
" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts,
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (Psalm cxxxix.). How different (continued the minister) the
effect produced upon the heart of a quickened sinner, by these glad
tidings of full salvation by free and sovereign grace, to that produced
upon the heart of the part player, the hypocrite in ZiOD, who knows
02
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nothing of their precious effect under the holy anointing of the Holy
Ghost. The child of God was humbled at the feet of Jesus, and kept
tender in heart, desiring ever to be preserved from presuming upon the
l)lessed verities of the Gospel, while the hypocrite took occasion, from
these self-same 'truths and eternal realities, to act the deceiver, and
presume upon the grace and mercy of God. How well (said he) did
Judas of old play his part! Who ever suspected him of being a counterfeit? "Vhen thE> Lord said, "One of you shall betray me," how
anxiouslv and earnestly did the eleven apostles, whose hearts were
made right in His sight, put the inquiry, " Lord is it I?" while Judas, who
was a thief and had the bag wherein he put, no doubt, all he could lay
his hands on, woulcl in a most hypocritical, whining tone exclaim, "Lord,
is it I?" After contrastiu?; in a very solemn, searching manner
the true, living, grace-taught heir of bliss, with the dead, formal,
nominal, deceived, and deceiving professor, the minister spoke very
sweetly and preciously of the Lord being- the strength, Redeemer, and
all in all of His blood-bought family. The unction and savour of the
blessed Spirit rested sweetly upon my soul during the latter part of t!+e
sermon. I was very much surprised when the minister said, "I must leave
the subject." My soul had been so favoured with the Lord's presence,
it seemed but a few minutes that the servant of the Lord had been
speaking. The service concluded by singing, "When I survey the.
wondrous cross," &c. The 'last verse was very expressive of my soul's
feelings at this hallowed season:
" "Vere the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an off'ring- far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."
We do desire, from our inmost soul, to bless and praise the Lord for the
sweet and precious things we were privileged to see and hear, taste and
feel, of the good Word of :Life, under the gracious leading of the Holy
Spirit on this His own day. The words of the sainted Toplady seem
very suitable to close this account of the Lord's goodness with:
" If such the sweetness of the streams,

.'

What mnst the fountain be?
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee."

May the Lord accompany this feeble testimony with His own gracious
power and blessing, for His name's sake. Amen.
Goventr·y.
JOHN BUllTON.
P.S.-Perhaps the reader would like to know where it was the Lord
so mercifully blessed me, and what the name of the minister was. St.
Luke's, Bedminster, "as the place; Dr. Doudney was the preacher. I
pray that the Lord, if it please Him, may long spare the life of His
servant, and bless him abundantly in his ministerial and editorial work.
May he be kept honest for God. May he never "shun to declare the
whole counsel of God," whether men will hear or whether they will
forbear. May he (and ourselves, too) be more and more sensible of his
own insufficiency and of J ehovah's all-sufficiency. May he exalt Ohrist
and debase the creature. And, oh! may it be his mercy, and our mercy,
when life's sorrows, burdens, trials, g~iefs, and afflictions aTe ended, to
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hear those blessed words, "Come, ye bleEseCl of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;" "Well
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."

J. B.
THE LORD JEHOVAH'S PROVISION FOR HIS PEOPLE.
"He hath preparccZ oJ His goodness Jor- the poor."-PsALM lxviii. 10.
THE poet Kent most sweetly sings:
"Saved from the damning power of sin,
The law's tremendous curse;
We'll now begin the sacred theme,
'Where God began with us."
" Where God began witl, us!" And where was that but in the Person
of Ohrist from all eternity? But there is a blessed fact that hath the
pre-eminence over even this, whereby a firm and solid foundation is laid
for faith to build upon in God's prior creation dealings, and that is (as
far as revelation makes it known), where God began with Clwist! "Ah! "
say you, "who can fathom the depths of this infin~te and impenetrable
mystery? 'vVho, by searching, can find out God' in Christ to
perfection? "
Well, the Holy Ghost, in the Proverbs (or spiritual
parables), reveals somewhat of this "secret of the Lord." And thus, as
the time-state echo of Christ's eternal voice, we read, "The Lord (Jehovah)
possessed me (1IJIediator) in the beginning oJ IIt's ways, beJore IIt:s u;orks oJ
old" (Proverbs viii. 22).
Now, He who" was," and" is," and" is to come," had no beginning
to, nor was there any commencement of, Himself; but there was the
beginning of His ·ways pom Himself. The Lord J ehovah, who is incommunicable in His nature, and eternal in His duration, everlastingly
possessed Christ, in all the essential attributes of Deity, as His co-equal
and co-eternal Son. In omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresencein infinity, sovereignty, and self-existence-He was One in and with the
Father; and, therefore, He also is to be equ.ally and everlastingly
honoured and adored. In this sense He was" God the Son" by possession,
not by comlIlunication; and as such He needed nothing at the hands of
any created person or thing, either to increase His happiness or enhance
His glory. He might everlastingly have dwelt in the heavenly radiance
of His own unsulliecl purity, and basked in the sunlight glory of His own
personal inherent perfection, and thus, joying in the mystic bliss of His
own divine entirety, have for ever remained the "One great unknown,
yet only true, God."
But it pleased" the Lord our Righteousness," by reason of these His
very "riches in glory," to purpose in Himself a radiation thereof, and
from hence we have "tile riches oJ His g-race." To which end He further
says of Himself, "I was set up from everlasting', from the beginning or
ever the earth was;" and it was in this setting up of Christ as the great
Head of His body, the Church, that we see the" beginning of His ways
before His works of old." And in this blessed act of His holy will in
Ohrist we behold the sublimely grand outbreak of all the J ehovah
perfections. The Father possessed Ohl,ist in the union of eternal life and
love; and in this" high and lifted up" estate His train-His Church-
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followed Him, and will eternally fill His temple. Oh, what a blessed
subject for the soul's contemplation is C!n-ist exaltea in eternity past, as
well as in eternity to come!
Then let us hear what He says, upon a foreview of our creation and
the framing of this world: "When He gave to the sea His decree, when
He prepared the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth, then I
was by Him as one brought up with Him, and I was aaily His delight,
rqjoicing always before Him." Oh, my soul, is it possible to picture such
a scene? Christ, the delight of the Father--the daily Object of divine
enchantment! Yes, it is even so. And then we have Deity's development of this pleasurable attribute of His love in and towards Christ by
Christ's expressing His delight in us. Thus we next read that He (Christ)
was" rejoicing always before HIM" (God the Father)-"rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth," that is, in the hearts of the elect members of
His mystic body, in whom alone He lives, and dwells, and, walks below
(Psalm xvi. 3). His delights were "with tAe sons of men," who were first
sons of God in Christ. And this is where " Goa began with us," as far as
we have any revelation of His paternal acts towards us. It is when and
where God began with His Christ in a way of manifestation, and of personal
expression towaras Zts in Him.
Christ, then, as the Father's eternal
possession with His people, is emphatically "the Lord J ehovah's provision
for His people." In Him our God hath "prepared of His gooaness for the
jJoor," and therefore it is that the blessing is "SU1'e to all the seea ;" for it
is a covenant blessing, covenantly secured in, by, and with Christ for all
the vessels elect, "afore prepared unto glory." And it is "of His
fulness" that the Holy Ghost now fills our earthen vessels with His
hidden and heavenly treasures. He is "the brightness of the Father's
glory," to reflect that glory in us below; and He is "the express image
of His Person," that He may be personified by us in the world. Indeed,
it is not so much the question, "What is Christ?" as " Wlbat is He not
who is God the Father's everything and the ransomea bel-iever's all?" My
soul draws solid comfort from the revealed fact that God, the everlasting
Father, blessed me in Christ, the ever abiding heavenlies, before the
world began; also that the whole Church of God was given to Christ,
::md that Christ acceptE.'<1 the gift "before the mountains were brought
forth," and when as yet there was no earth. Christ, the delight of the
Father, and the Church the delight of Christ, and both yielding glory to
God, !utth no surpassing theme. My soul would ever dwell here.
Our most glorious Christ was "set up" eternally as the great IIead
of His chosen people, and delighted in them to do them good. Yea, it
was before the harmonious song of the morning stars that Deity, delighting in His own ineffable and eternal perfections, beheld His rejoicing
Son before Him; who on His part (as the old Bibles render it) "took
solace in the compass of His earth," and embraced the persons of the
" election of grace" in Him. Sovereign prescience also foresaw all their
coming and accruing wants for both time and eternity, and laid up in
heavenly store the rich treasures of His grace, love, and mercy for them.
Of His" goodness" He prepared for the multiplied necessities of all th
families of Israel ages before they were in being to need the supply; so
that provision was made for their every exigency prior to their birth,
and, indeed, awaitea their creation to call it into requisition.
For a Scriptural illustration of the way in which God anticipated tho
wants of His children, yet uncreated and unborn, we will refor to
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';Genesis ii. 5. There we read, and may learn, that, ere God, the Maker
and Creator of all things, had formed His creature man, the plants and
herbs of the field appointed for his sustenance and service were fully and
llerfectly made without a moment of time being allotted for their culture
and growth. Thus, it reads: "And the Lord God made the heavens
~nd the earth, 'and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and
.e'IJM·y herb of the field before it grew."
What a marvellous exhibition of God's paternal kindness to His
creatures, and what a significant and grand display of His wisdom,
power, and love! He who was the Founder of life was first its Provider:
what Ho foresaw needful and suitaLle for it in His mind, He spake into
being by His word: thus, "herbs for the service of man," and "trees
,bearing fruit for his use," were all made; yea, ?'early made, against man
nimself should be made, to require them. Surely, perfection is stamped
upon all the works of God!
Now, the seen things of God are but types of the unseen, and the wise
will herein observe, by faith, that which is veiled to mortal eyes. Thus,
as the Apostle Paul saith, "For the invisible things of Him from the
.creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
,that are made (that is, made manifest to the spiritual eye), even His
eternal power anrl Godhead" (Rom. i. 20). Yes, these divine attributes
of the great J ehovah shine conspicuously in the creative wonders of His
hand. They show forth the praise of His ,covenant mercies in Ohrist,
the seat of His power, and centre ef His Godhead. Ohrist in creation is
.the glory of nat~tre, and in the "kingdom of grace" He is the glory of
God. "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof," for the express
,purpose of showing forth the eternal power and Godhead glory of Jesus
Ohrist our Lord. And, however much the worldly wise may speculate
upon the creation of the world and formation of man, it is by faith alone
we can understand how that the world was made by the word and will
of God; and which" word" was" Ohrist the wi::;dom of God, and Ohrist
the power of God."
Furthermore, observe, beloved, that in Him, "of whom are
all things and by whom are all things," the whole of creation's
beauties and provisional blessings was but as the opening of tile hanrl of
Gorl to displ(///j tite riolt treasures of His heart: and thus I view all the timestate mercies and temporal bounties as supplementary of and founded
upon His eternally-prepared blessings in Ohrist for His Ohurch and
people. "There is no new thing under the sun "-witlt our God. It may
be new unto us, as it is manifested and revealed; but it hath ever been
with the everlasting Father in foresight, will, and decree. This is s~lf
evident from what God said unto Israel: thus, "Behold, the former things
.are come to pass, and new things do I declare unto you." But that they
were new only unto Israel and not unto God is plain, for He adds,
" Before they spring forth I tell you of them" (Is. xlii. 9). Therefore
saith the wise man (and only as we thus read can we spiritually understand), "That which hatl, been', is now; and that which is to be, hath
already been." Row clear, then, and soul comforting, too, that that
which is now with us is that "hich hatlt already been with, our Gorl, who
thus, as the wise man further saith, "requireth that whoh is past." Yes,
beloved, we live upon no contingencies, and believe in no uncertainties;
-all is settled, planned, and pm·posed. Our God "requireth" that which
He hath willed in eternity to be wrought in time. This is how He
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acteth towards us, in all Iris dispensations and dealings with us. Every-thing worketh together for good, howsoever evil it may seem to us,
because it is "after the 'counsel of H£s own will:" so that "the poor'
hath hope," and his hope is in God, who requireth the performance of'
that which is "past" ~mto us, but ever present with Himself j the thing
that "hatl. been" with Him, which "shall be" unto us not only for the
development of His prepared goodness for the poor, in proof of His
faithfulness, love, and mercy, but for our profitably partaking of the,
"provision of Zion," which He hath promised so abundantly to bless.
And, oh! what an unspeakable privilege for us to know that our God
does thus require the full carrying out of all His holy will in Christ Jesus
concerning us, according to His eternal purpose and covenant promise!
For where would there be any finn and lasting foundation for faith and
hope to rest upon if the acts of our God were the aftet· thoughts (If creat£on?
Then, indeed, might they be subject to the caprice of mutable creature~,
dependent on the fickle mind of man, and change about with the evervarying things of time. But all was foreseen, foreknown, planned,
settled, provided, fixed, established, and arranged, in the ancient settlements of heaven, called "the co~tnsels of old." The Lord Jehovah, the
CREATORS, and MAKERS of all persons and things, and the Triune·
WATCHERS over all, were the "Three that bear record in heaven,"
and their triple witness on earth is but the open manifestation and visible
testimony thereof. The former is the" sealed," and the latter the" unsealed," c'I:£dence of the eternal inheritance which God in Christ had in mr,
and we by Christ possessed in Him; and what the" wise man" aforetime
spake in the letter, Jesus, the Wiser than he, spake in spirit, saying
unto His discil)les, "Whosoever hath, to him shall be given;" that is Cl
humbly submit), "Whosoever hath " eternal life £n Cltrist, ~'to him shall
be given" the manifestation thereof in time j "for God's blessing is upon.
His people, and that blessing is "sure to all His seed." And this is.
agreeable with what the Apostle, speaking of the "life" which was
"hid with Christ in God," saith, as follows: "That eternal life which
was with the Father" was by Jesus Christ "manifested unto us," and
"Whnoever hath" this everlas#ngportion, "to Mm shall be given" its everlasting
possession. Indeed, all the great outflow of God's gratuities were covenant
gifts to H£s Church andpeople before the world began. And it is only as Christ
-Himself the unspeakable gift including all other gifts-is revealed by
the eternal Spirit in our hearts, that we can possibly know or discover
the foundation which God of old has laid. And he who does not thus
build upon the settled transactions of eternity hath no firm basis for the
superstructure of his belief and blessings. The faith of God's elect
must take a backward glance at salvation's covenant enactments in, with,
and by Christ to see the counsel, purpose, and pleasure of J ehovah in
preparing of His goodness for the poor.
Coeval with God's Christ there ran
The whole of grace and glory's plan;
When all the Church foreseen and known
Were gathered round J ehovah's throne,
And every need for earth and heaven
Was both provided for and given.
And it is in Christ, and in Christ alone, that the fulness of the Godhead
dwells as a fulness of supply to the godly. In Him are hid all the ri h
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treasures that infinite wisdom could devise, eternal knowledge plan, and
everlasting love provide. Indeed, He is the concentrated focus of' all the
grace-conveyanced gifts of the Father, Himself the blessedness of all
blessings, spiritual, temporal, and eternal. He is our "life" and the
strength of it, our" light" and the glory of it. And the certainty of all
salvation's blessings is founded upon their eternal s-eeurity in Christ,. for
that which wo derive from Christ is that which we first have in Him; and
that which He ever was unto us that He alui(,ys wm be,. for He is the same
" yesterday" (before time), "to-day" (in time), and" for ever" (to all
eternity).
See in the blessing of Abraham how the" Rose of Sharon" unfolds its
beauty and emits its fragrance to the "lily of the valley!" The great
" I AM " said to this patriarch, "In blessing I will blf\sS thee; " that is
(as I understand it in my soul), "In blessing" my Christ-the true seed
of Abraham-" 1 will bless thee" in Chn'st: and, through blessing thee
in Ohrist, I will bless thee with Ohrist. For this is the" blessing of
Abraham" which descended also-like Elijah's mantle upon Elisha-to
Isaac, and Jacob, and which was the blessing of tlwit· Father-GaD-the
God of Abraham, that "prevailed above the blessings" of all the
patriarch's progenitors, inasmuch as it reached unto the "utmost bounds
of the eve?'last~'n(J hills." And not only so, but it floweth onward throughout all generations to the" cllt'ldren of Abrallam by jaitk" And thus" we
also," as Paul saith, "having the promise of the Spirit through faith,
are blessed w~'t1.-not in-" faithful Abraham;" that is, as he was
blessed ~'n and with Ohrist, "Then blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven." Their poverty is their personal qualification
for its reception-not a meriting cause of its provision. And such poor
ones are really the rich and the great of the earth, because they are enriched
and blessed of God. To be spiritually poor is not to be able to live with01tt
God, to be so reduced as for Christ to become a necessity to the soul,. He
who is the "Bread of heaven" and Water of life, and whose "flesh" is
"meat indeed," and" blood is drink indeed," alone can satisfy the ever
rising desires of the imm~rtal spirit.
Nor is the soul only the subject of the communicable gifts of God the
Father to His Ohurch and people in Ohrist, but their bodies also are had
in covenant l'emembrance by the eternal Three. And it is to provision
and support these frail and needy tabernacles of clay in the wilderness
that "the earth receiveth blessing from God by drinking in the rain that
cometh oft upon it." Nature's fruitfulness is a proof of' God's faithfulness. The earth only yields its increase in fulfilment of God's promise;
and thus our every meal is a mercy. He that is no Respecter of persons
hath a great regard jor persons. The body is for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body; therefore He hath not only "blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Ohrist Jesus "-thus giving us the
"blessings of heaven above "-but He bestows upon us also the blessings
of the" deep that lieth beneath;" for" the earth is the Lord's, and the
fulness thereof!" Indeed, the " dew of heaven" ensures to us the" fatness
of the earth i" for the spiritual. and eternall:ncludes those things which are
natmal and temporal; as the Apostle says (speaking of the Father's gift
of Ohrist to His Chmch): "How shall He not lc-ith H-im also freely give
us all tl!ings ?" Yes, it is in Ohrist that we have the promise of the life
that" now is," as well as of that which is to come. So that, with respeLt
to provision for the b dy, as to "what we shall eat and drink, or where-
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withal we shall be clothed," these necessary things are comprehended in
the foresight and pre-consideration of God; as our Lord said unto His
disciples, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things." Yes, all earthly things are added to the heavenly unto those
that are tlle blessed in the kingdom of God; for those who live in Ohrist
also live by Ohrist. And the sweet mystery of the unwasting "bMrel of
meal," and the special mercy of the unfailing" cr1tse of oil," is only to be
seen and understood as the Spirit solves them in Ohrist. To multiply by
power is an act of sovereignty, and the power of God thus manifested
unto us is a proof of His love. The" five barley loaves and two small
fishes" were nothing among so many as were to be fed, but it is not what
thin~s are in themselves, but what God makes tllern to be unto us, that the
benefit and the blessing comes. It is in Ohrist that the Father opens His
hand, and supplieth the desire of every living thing; but His saints are
led to see also in their abundant mercies the opening of His loving heart
towards them. Thus, whilst all His works do praise Him, His saints
they bless Him; for they view all His parental acts in providence as
supplementary of His greater works in grace. But be it ever remembered
that greater still is His own glory, both in the bestowment of earthly
benefits and the manifestation of His abundant mercies; for, however
good it is to receive, it is greater to bestow. And thus God the Father
is more blessed in giving us His Son Jesus Ohrist and all things in Him
than we are in the reception of both Him and them; as the Apostle saith
without contradiction, "the less is blessed of the better." And this
assertion is, no doubt, founded upon what the Psalmist had previously said
in spirit 6£ the Father, concerning Ohrist: "Thou hast made Him most
blessed for ever." Thus, however much we are blessed in Him, He is
more blessed in Himself.
Now, to fully enumerate all the provisional endowments of God in the
gift of His Son, we must describe our every want in nature and grace,
both for time and eternity. Suffice. it, then, to say that each believer in
Jesus, being an " heir of God," inherits all things in joint heirsllip with,
Cllrist! he is a son in tlle sonsllip of Cllrist; and, therefore, beloved
reader, our" God will supply all your need according to His riches in
glory by Ohrist Jesus." And unto everyone in the family of God ~he
Father says: "Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine."
Yes, dear child of God, "all things al'e yours" in Ohrist; "life with
its constantly reviving demands;" "death" with its pressing and
imperative necessities; grace things here, and glory things hereaftor;
all are yours, "for ye are Ohrist's, and Ohrist is God's!"
Oh, blest provision! how divine!
}\lfay all prepared in Ohrist be mine;
The blessings of the heavens'above,
The fruit of everlasting love:
The nether springs of mercy, too,
That in such rich abundance flow;
Then as the glory ages roll,
This Ohrist, my Lord, shall feast my soul!
Cllelmsford.

JOSLUI.
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SOME REOOLLEOTIONS OF OLERICAL LIFE.
RY THE LATE REV. F. W. DAVIS, OF MANCHESTER.

(Continued j1'om page 653, Vol. ix.)
EVIL OF A LARGE P ARISK'
IN consequence of the concentration of population in certain neighbourTHE

hoods, many of the parishes in England have become enormously large
and nnmanageable. But much has been done of late years, and still is
being done, to remedy the evil by subdivision. Yet there m:e many
pal:ishes of vast populatioll. Many evils are the necessary results, as
it is impossible that there can be anything like spiritual supervision.
The following incident will partly illustrate and prove the evil I
speak of.
In the spring of 18-, while I was curate at W-- H---, a young
couple, with two or three children, came to reside in the parish, the population of which was over 30,000. The vicar and I both noticed these strangers,
from their regular attendance at church and at the communion. Having
discovered where they lived, I called upon them and found he was a
yo=g tradesman working in a shop in London, havi!1g fair wages. I
was also led to regard them as a God-fearing couple, striving to' train
their children in the nurture and admonition of the. Lord.
The winter of that year was a very severe one, and sickness and
poverty abounded in the parish. This kept me unusually busy, and
rendered it almost impossible to call on persons who were in health. I
<>ccasionally met the young man in the street, but he always seemed in a
hurry; so that we had little conversation. The vicar and I, after a time,
missed them from church, but, though I called two or three times at their
house, I could get no admission.
One day, in the early summer of the next year, I received a note from.
the parish doctor asking me to meet him at a lunacy case, which at that
time had to be attested by a clerical as well as a medical witness. I was
surprised, howevel', to see that the address given was that of the young
couple I have been speaking of. At the appointed time I went to the
house, and found my fears "ere but too true. The young woman, in a
sad state of distress, was in the lower room with her children, but
scarcely any furniture. On going upstairs, I found the young man
sitting up in bed, reading aloud from one of our church bymn-books.
As soon as he saw me, he cried out, "Oh, Mr. D--, I am glad to see yo~ ;
this is the right book, is it not? You go up in the gallery, and I'll give
out a verse and preach.' In this rambling way he continued to talk for
some time, and it was very clear that the young man's mind was overthro"n, so that he was removed to the county lunatic asylum the same
day. His wife was not able to see him for some days, as only one visiting
day in the week was allowed. When the day came she went, and found
her husband dead; he died after having a warm bath the day before.
In a little time I discovered the cause of this distressing circumstance.
In the early part of the winter, through no fault of his own, the young
man lost his situation. He got occasional employment, and managed to
keep things square for a short time; but, when the hard winter set in,
he had gradually to part with furniture and clothes in order to supply
more pressing wants. No one seemed to be acquainted with their
circumstances, and they were ashamed to make known their wants. At
length spring came on, n.nd the young man obtained another situation.
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On the very day that he was about to enter on it his mind gave way. It
had borne the pressure of the trial, but yielded under the reactiou of
approaching comfort.
Now, in a small parish, such a case as this would have been known and
attended to in time. Indeed, had I known it, I could have got much
help for him; but, when I knew the circumstances, it was too late, as far
as he was concerned. His widow shortly afterwards left the parish with
her children, to reside near some friend~.

A

SWEARER REBUKED.

In the year 18-, I went for a little change to a seaside parish on the
south coast of England. Here I had undertaken the duties of the church
for a few weeks during the rector's absence. He was personally unknown
~o me, but was by common repute a good evangelical clergyman. But I
met no one in the place with whom I could hold spiritual communion.
The few that called upon me at the rectory seemed strangely to mingle
religion and worlcUiness. On the first Sunday the toning of 1he church
service appeared to me strangely formal, and I felt anything but happy.
Just before the litany the clerk passed me a piece of paper, on which was·
written, "The prayers of the congrf'gation are desired for John H--,
who is dangerously ill. This, of course, I attended to, and, indeed, felt
rather cheered, thinking, ",VeIl, there is at least one saint who values
prayer." After service, I found out from the clerk where John IT-lived, and determined to pay him an early visit, as I fully hoped I should
have converse with a child of God.
Early in the week I found the cottage to which I had been directed;
and, knocking at the door, heard a gruff voice say, "Come in !" I
entered, and saw an old man sitting on a three-legged stool, cobbling a
boot. I walked up to him, ancI said, "Is your name John H--?" He
replied, "Yes, it is." I said, "I am told you are ill."
"Oh," he
answered, "I am d--d ill." Bis answer took me entirely aback, as I
had come hoping to meet a saint. However, I took another three-legged
stool, put it near him, and sat down. I then said, "What is your
trade?" to which he answered, "A sailor." I said, "Then you have
seen a good deal of the world, I suppose?" "I should think I have," he
replied. ""VeIl, then," I continued, "if you met a man talking Fl'ench,
what country would you say he belonged to? and, if Spanish, what
country would he belong to then?" "Why, Spain, to be sure," he
replied in a tone which seemed to intimate what a fool I was to ask such
a question. "Well, then," I urged, "supposing you met a man talking
the language of hell, where would you suppose he belonged to?" He
looked at me steadfastly for a short time without answering, and then
burst into tears. I said, "My friend, that is the lar:guage I have heard
from your lips." The arrow of conviction had evidently entered the man's
heart, and he listened most attentively to the instruction I then endeavoured
to give him. Indeed, he seemed so anxious to hear of the Saviour's love,
that I was with him almost daily during the period I remained in that
place.
Before leaving, I formed a friendship with a clergyman in the neighbourhood, a most excellent Christian man, who promised me he would see
John H - - occasionally after I left. This he did, and after a time wrote
to tell me that the poor old man had died peacefully, and evidently
trusting in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel Magazine.

29

I never learnt who sent the paper asking the prayers of the congregaiion, but presumed that one of the lady district visitors had done it, merely
because he was ill, certainly not because he had expressed any desire.
THE POWER OF THE

W OlW.

After spending a winter in the mild climate of the county of 0--, I
felt sufficiently strong to enga~e in the curacy of a large parish in the
-eastern suburbs of London. Clerical visitation from house to house was
impossible in so large a population, and I endeavoured to meet the
difficulty by open-air preaching and cottage lectures, and have reason to
believe that both efforts were owned of God.
One cottage meeting was in Lanthorne Street, at the house of a shoemaker called R--. He had been a Wesleyan, but became attached to
-my ministry, and was earnest in pressing me to use a room in his cottaG'e
for a weekly lecture. This was always well attended, and generally
-crammed. In the course of two or three years R-- died, and, of course,
the lecture ceased until after the funeral and matters were settled down_
I then called on the widow, with whom I knew I was no favourite, and
said, "I suppose that now I must transfer my lecture elsewhere?" She,
however, was still too full of thoughts of her departed husband to do
anything that would overthrow a matter that she knew her husband
always had so much at heart. She, therefore, bade me not to think of
going away anywhere else, but begged I would continue the same as in
her husband's lifetime. To this I consented, and matters went on as
before. Some months passed away, when, on calling one day to see Mrs.
R--, she told me with a sorrowful face she feared she would have to
-give me notice to quit, assigning as the reason that she was entirely
.dependent on her lodgers for a maintenance. She had at present a very
respectable young man, a joiner by trade, who was very steady, and
regular in his payment, but who was an unbeliever in the Bible. This
man complained that when he came home of a nig'ht he could get no
-quietness because of the psalm-singing going on in the front room. By
this, of course, he meant my little service, although it was only once a
week. I, of course, said, " Well, Mrs. R--, you ought not to risk your
prospect of maintenance, and, therefore, I'll move to another place."
"Yes," she said, "but I don't want that. I'm thinking what my late
nusband would have said, and I don't like the idea of turning the
lecturer out of the street." I told her there was no fear of that, as I
could easily get another room in the same street. But, as she didn't seem
io like the idea, I told her I would wait until she again spoke to me vf
the matter, when I would take the slightest hint as notice to go elsewhere.
Things, therefore, went on as before.
After some time, I,observed a young man in the room, a perfect stranger
to me, who came regularly for some weeks, but who slipped out before I
could get to him to speak to him. I asked Mrs. R-- if she knew who
he was, and she told me that he was the lodger of whom she had spoken
to me before as objecting to the psalm-singing. I afterwards got to
know the young man, from whom I learnt that one night, on comina'
home, he was annoyed at hearing what he called the psalm-singing going
on, but something induced him to come to the door and listen throug-h
the key-hole. He was so struck with something he heard me say that
he continued to listen, and returned to the same place each evening
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while the lecture was going on.
After some weeks, he summoned:
courage to enter the room, as I have already noticed, and also attende<l
church service. This case was most interesting to me, for I found he
was under a deep conviction of sin, and longing for spiritual teaching.
He was very intelligent, and had read much. After a time, he seemed
clearly guided in the way of peace, and became both a communicant and
a Sund~y-school teacher.
Some time after, when I left this parish for a new sphere in the north
of England, this young man was most kind and useful, coming to our
house in his spare hours to pack the furniture, and even maq,e packingcases, &c., which work his trade as a joiner peculiarly fitted him for,
and for all his trouble he refused to take the slightest payment.
About two years after this, I visited London, in order to preach in a
church on the south side. After the sermon, as I descended the pulpit
stairs, a young man met me with hand extended to shake mine. After
the salutation, I said, "I really have forgotten your name, though I know
yourface. " To which he replied, "Thomas H--" (that is the young man
of which I have spoken). I said, "You have come a long way to heal' me
to-night." He said, "No; I don't live there now. I am now a city missionary in the next parish to this; and, seeing your name on the bill, I;fel I
must come to hear you once more." In this case I always thought thepower of the Word was clearly manifested.

COUNSEL AND CARE.
" I will insti'uct thee, and teach thee in the way which thoz6 shalt go: I will gz~idc
thee with mine eye."-PsALM xxxii. 8.

How frequently, when needing a special promise from the Lord, do we
turn to our Bible and choose therefrom some (we think) suitable portion
to our necessity, as if it needed no application by the Holy Spirit, without
which all self-chosen promif?es (or rather passages) leave us as weak as
ever! But, "if any lack wisdom, let him ask of God." Yes, but we like to try
our own puny wisdom first; and, through mercy, this always fails, bringing
us the lower, that we may see more beauty in, and more highly esteem
the infinite wisdom and goodness of, our God. Recently, needing a special
promise from the Lord of His guidance, we (not by chance, for thoro was
really no chance about the matter) went into a certain room where, unobserved before, but tacked upon the wall, was a card with this promise
from the Lord, and which He then and there sweetly applied: "I will
instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with mine eye." What a contrast between a self-chosen promise with
no power, and a God-given one accompanied with that incomparable
sweetness which only His blessed Spirit can bestow! Yet what a daily
almost imperceptible trying there is to live not quite so dependently upon
God. And sometimes He allows us to try the extent of our independence
-with sad result indeed. But how glad are we then to become the
humble recipisnts of His bounty! How great a mercy that,
" Though we have Him oft forgot,
His loving.kindness changes not!"
especially when, as at the present moment, we feel our utter helplessness.
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more than ever. But He will ever be mindful of His covenant. He was
mindful of it when in that awful agony He shed His precious blood, ancI
thus opened the way of escape for us poor rebels; for
" No heights of guilt, nor depths of sin,
Where His redeemed have ever been,
But sovereign grace was underneath,
And love eternal, strong as death."
And what solid comfort is there connected with the fact, that, although we
cannot see what our future may be, it is in the hands of Him who, ere we
came into existence, had planned it all, and therefore promised, "I will
instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with mine eye." Oh, to realize that His eye has ever been, is now,
and ever will be, upon us! What a solemn, yet bles~ed, thought! And how
secure we really are from all harm, although at the approach of some
seeming calamity we are at once cast down, as if there was no help. We
make but poor soldiers of the cross of Christ, and methinks all the fighting that is done is by the KingHimself. And so it will be to the end of
our journey, when, so far from having any creature merit to boast of, our
most becoming language then will be" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus, and my all."
CLEMENT

J.

COWELL.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO..
IN the year 1774 a religious pamphlet wa,s printed called the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, being a new series of a former work uncleI' that name, which
was continued under the editorship of the Rev. A. Toplady, who thus
writes:The utility of such a periodical publication must be obvious; for the
contents, when executed with discernment, will be various, interesting,
instructive, and edifying, and may be easily purchased by persons who have
not the means to purchase a number of books.
Some of the anonymous parts were written by Mr. Toplady, and he
often appeared under the modest signature of " Minimus," sometimes under
the simple initials of his name-but these papers are few. With the
assistance of gracious ancllearned correspondents, he continued for a time
to enrich and diversify this monthly periodical with sound, profitable
matter for the benefit of its readers.
At the commencement of another year in the life of a periodical that
has lived beyond a century, a better commendation could not well be
given than the foregoing extract. We trust it will not be lost upon our
readers, and that prayer may be vouchsafed for the man at the helm, and,
to nse the figure of the immortal Toplady, "a prosperous gale may fill
the sails, and the little barque may outride every storm."
Such men as Toplady are the men we want now, that will give no
quarter to error, and proclaim pure, unadulterated truth~ whether men
will hear or whether they will forbear, that will exalt the sovereignty of
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God in the election, redemption, relSeneration, and glorification of His
Church, chosen in Christ before the world began, and saved from among
men, with an everlasting salvation, having this seal of the Spirit, "The
LfJrd knoweth them that are His; and let everyone that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity." It is a day of abounding error, and the
time is come when the lovers of a free-grace Gospel must speak out and
testify to the truth, take up the cross, and follow a despised Jesus.

WAYSIDE SONG FOR THE NEW YEAR.
"KOTHING BUT JESUS."
~

f[The Rev. GEOIWE OBER~, an aged "Minister, was addressing a meeting this week Dear
Newbury, Bucks, when, after uttering the words, "1Yothing but Jesus," he suddenly fell
back, and shortly afterwards died.]

behold a warrior droop
and faint;
List to the utterance of thi.s dying
saint
As, rising to his mansion in the skies,
To all around with parting breath he
cl'ies" Nothing but Jesus."
CHRISTIAN!

And train the children for eternity,
Then let the savour of each lesson

be-

., Nothing but Jesus."
And with the pen, ye writers with
your scroll,
If ye would benefit th' immortal
soul,
Cease from vain sentiment, and write
of HIM,
And let this be the one prevailing
the me" Nothing bttl Jestts."

Dear fellow Ohristian, this will do for
life,
·With all its strange vicissitudes ::md
strife'
'Twill d~ for times 01' grief, or failing
health,
'Twill do for the o'ershadowing vale Then ye who meditate upon the Word,
If ye would truly search to know the
of deathLord,
" Nothing b~tt Jesus."
And have the truth in sweet unIn pulpit, too, ye ministers of His,
foldings brought,
If ye would lead immortal souls to Keep faith's eye fixed upon this
bliss,
precious pointAnd pierce the very marrow and the
" Nothing but Jestts."
joint,
Let this for ever be your rallying- Then, too, thou deal" afflicted child of
God,
pointSo oft familiar with the chastening
" Nothing but Jesus."
rod
And in the pew, ye hearers of the "What else eau cheer and make thee
Word,
bear the smart?
If you would hold communion with What else can soothe thy faint and
the Loru,
troubled heart?
Forget the thorny world and all its
"Nothing but Jesus."
ways,
Yes,
fellow
Christian,
take it once for
And let this enter into prayer and
all,
praiseIn life and death, whatever may be" Nothing but Jesus."
fal,
And in the Sunday-school, ye If Jesus is the precious One to thee,
teachers,
I Oh, let thy firm determination beIf :you would truly be heart reachers,
" Nothing but Jesus."
GEORGE COWELL.
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GLOUCESTER MARINERS' CHAPEL.
iON Wednesday evening, the 7th October, the annual sermon in aid of
the funds of the Mission to the Sailors and others connected with this
port was preached by' the Rev. Dr. Doudney, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster. He took for his text a portion of the 107th Psalm, from the
~3rd to 31st verses :-" They that go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters; these see the works of the Lord, and His
wonders in the deep," &c. The preacher stated that the Psalm itself
contained a summary of Christian experience, as presented nnder the
characteristies of travellers, prisoners, sick, mariners, husbandmen, and
the poor. In connection with these varied conditions, instruction and
'encouragement might be derived, in proportion as men tau~ht by the
Holy Ghost were enabled in child-like simplicity to give heed to the last
verse, "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
'Understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." The providence of God
was in a remarkable way illustrating and confirming the Word of God, in
these days of degeneracy, when men sought to set aside both God Himself and His blessed Word. The portion of the Psalm selected for their
-consideration that evening, the preacher stated, embraced, as appertaining
to sea-going men, privations, perils. and pleasures. Numerous are the
privations, as well as perils, to which seamen are subjected. Theirs is
'virtually a dying life. Home ties and social advantages have to be sacrificed; as to their perils, none could duly consider them but those who hacl
been eye-witnesses. Even the sailor himself failed to describe them in
the joyousness that possessed his heart at having for a season been
delivered therefrom. His birthplace being a seaport town, having spent
upwards of ten years of his life upon thejron-bound coast of Ireland, and
having crossed the Irish Channel upwards of sixty times, mostly in rough
weather, Dr. Doudney said he had had numerous opportunities ot: conversing much with captai:c.s and sailors, and not one of them did hI}
remember ever to have spoken but in terms of regret for having chosen
the sea as a caning. Their choice, they said, had been made before they
were capable of making such choice. Were th<;ly going through life again,
each and all said, how different would be their course! Yet what could
we do without our sailors? How greatly were we indebted to them!
What would this little isle of ours do with its vast population but for our
imports? and how could we receive them but for our maritime population?
We ought (said the preacher) to think of them, a~ we sit by our warm
hearths, in the midst of our happy family circle, or lie upon our comfortable beds, and listen to the raging storm without. Speaking of the
pleasures of the sailor in being" brought unto his desired haven," Dr.
Doudney said his pleasure was but transient. ' Soon would he have again
to encounter both the privations and the perils of the mighty deep: but
the Gospel mariner, guided by the great Captain of Salvation, and safely
piloted across the wide-spread ocean of this world, and preserved amid
the rocks and quicksands which beset his course, would at last cast anchor
within the vail, not as winter quarters merely, but to "come no more out
for ever." The preacher concluded his instructive discours'3 by commanding the interests of the Mariners' Chapel-affording as it did so "grateful
a retreat for the sailor during his sojourn at our port-to the practical
support and encouragement of his hearers, especially in connection with
the bountiful harvest just gathered in. The collection 'was £4 4s.-

Gloucester Standard.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSl'ON TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor ()f the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR Sm,-Having just received the following note, I beg to reply
my unknown friend, and to lay before your readers some interesting
facts connected with this work : -

1;1)

DEAR SIR,-! have a small contribution for your Book Mission, and have not
ihe number by me containing your address. Kindly insert your full add!'esB
in next month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Hoping this will find you, I remain,.
yours, &c., &c.
I am thankful to say that since the issue of the report in September last
I have received large quantities of books and magazines, amounting in.
the aggregate to many hundred weight-soma of the boxes themselves
weighing nearly or quite 1001bs. Of this large sum, nearly all has been
sent away to the following home and foreign stations :-India, Malta,.
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Ohannel Fleet, Newport, Portsmouth, Sheerness,
Devonport, Winchester, and Aldershott.
For the year 1875 I have been able to order another twenty-five copies
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to be added to the twenty-five copies already
being sent to India, €Jhina, Aden, Malta, Gibraltar, Halifax, Jersey,.
Dublin, Aldershott, and several other home stations. I am sorry to say
the latter copies will terminate in February and March next, unless friends
come to the rescue. How much I should like to see these twenty-fiv<t
numbers renewed for another year, if it might be the Lord's will. This
morning a gentleman kindly promised me two guineas towards the amount,.
so that God is at work in the matter already, and who can tell the wondel's
He will yet perform? I feel sure there would be no difficulty in getting
this desire accomplished, if friends could only see how eagerly the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE is sought after by the Ohristian men of both services. All
officel' wrote me the other day, "I shall be happy to assist you all I can,
and rejoice in your having taken up the sphere you have for the navy.
What a contrast to fifteen years ago, when I joined the service! The Lord
be praised for it."
I am also thankful to say that six meetings have been promised for
the Mission, in little places where the dear Lord permits me to speak in
His name. One gathel'ing realized fifteen shillings, and at another meeting held last evening I was pleased to find, on opening a box, £1 2s. 6d.
May the Lord teach us more and more the power of little things. It has
occurred to my mind that fl'iends at a distance might be able to convene
little meetings in their drawing-room and cottage parlour, to assist this
work for the Lord, and to pray for the divine blessing on the scattered
seed. I:f any friend will kindly confer with me on this subject, I shall be
l)leased to forward them the loan ef a budget of letters, to interest tho
IJarty assembJed. "0 my dove, that are in the clefts of the rock, in
the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me lwar thy
'1;oice (saith Jesus); for sweet is tlty voice, and thy countenance is comely"
(Olint. ii. 14). And what a blessed gathering that was in the h ouse of
Cornelius! (Acts x. 33.)
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Other friends, wishing to help in this good work, may glean a hint
from the subjoined note:SIR,-I and my wife are greatly pleased with your plan for benefiting the
army and navy. We are about to send you a pa.rcel of magazines, &c., and,
with the view of assisting in the good work, I enclose a list of the names of
my friends who are not unlikely to help also if you will kindly forward t(}
them one of your circulars, accompanied with a statement that you have done
so at my request. Wishing you God speed, I remain, &c.
Others might like to walk in the footsteps of the late Mrs. Olaringbold,
of Deal (see GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1874, p. 617), who forwarded her copy
to Gibraltar, for the benefit of the soldiers stationed there. I shall feel
happy to supply other addresses to any who may wish to work for the
Lord in this way.
Having received so many letters, speaking of interest awakened, profit
derived, and pleasure enjoyed, through reading ~y "Historic Stones"
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I have been induced by friends (several ofwhom
have sent or promised me a few pounds towards the reprinting) to ask
permission of your publishers to rearrange them, with some few additions,
in the form of a small pamphlet, the profits, if any, to be given to the'
Mission, and the free distribution of the little work amongst soldiers and
sailors. I can truly say that no morbid love of notoriety prompts me in
this matter. Indeed, I may say, it was a dread of this accursed Babylonish
garment that led me to give up writing the "Stones" for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE; and so exercised was I on this point a few months ago, when
the subj ect was brought afresh to my mind, that I could do nothing but
cry unto the Lord, and, like Hezekiah, spread the letters before Him for
direction. Anxious to understand the will of the Lord, I wrote to a friend,
telling him at the same time that, if I thought the thing proceeded from
-the flesh, I would willingly cast the manuscript behind the fire. The rep~y
to this letter removed every doubt from my mind, and made me cry out,
"The thing proceedeth from the Lord, and what am I that I should resist
the thought any longer?"
In answer to the questions you put to me respecting your MSS., I cannot
see it to be the work of the flesh, neither can it spring from the devil, nor is
it legal, and for this reason there is no self.gratification in the matter, nor is
it likely to bring you an -amount of money to benefit your worldly interests;
and, as you say the aim and object is the glory of God, linked with the good
of His dear people, I am, therefore, disposed (upon consideration, &c.) to
believe, and that without doubt, it is of the Lord. May He prosper you in the
work, and all other work done to His honour and glory. I beg, therefore,
your acceptance of a little towards the expense attending it, and may our God
permit it to be of much service in His work in this degenerate age and generation.-Yonrs, &c.
Dear sir, when I think of what and where I have been, the thought is
stupendous; of the many t?'oubles and dangers the Lord has brought me
through, who can number? Truly, I am a wonder to many, but to none
hO great a wonder as to myself. At times I feel so unworthy to do anything for my God, so vile and full of sin still, that, were it not for the
grace of God and the finished work of Jesus, I hag. given up all. Perhaps
I might close this desultory epistle with the following letter, receh'ed the
other day from a friend at Liverpool:DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-Although an entire stranger to you in the :flesh,
;yet I trwt I have read enough of your letters in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to
D

2

36

The Gospel Magazine.

see and know that you have been born again" of the Spirit," and made"a new
creature" in Ohrist .Jesus, and as such I esteem it a privilege to be permitted to
assist you, in some little measure, in sowing God's precious truth amongst our
soldiers and sailors, to whom, as instruments in the Lord's hand, we are so
much indebted as a nation. I quite believe the Lord is the Author of the great
and good work in which you are eugaged, for this reason: first, you have been
called by grace yourself, and have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and the
nature of grace in a poor sinner's soul is to desire that others should be made
partakers of the same unspeakable gift. And I do hope and trust that as long
as the Lord continues you life and health, means and an open door, you will
have grace to persevere in this good work to the end of your days. And what
is, or should be, such a great encouragement to the Lord's living family, to
help you in this good work, is that they are helping a dear brother in Ohrist
-one who knows the truth, and what it is to be brought into the liberty of
the Gospel. Hence you are no stranger to what it is to feed the Ohurch of
God, which Hehath purchased with His own blood; not with the husks of free
will and creature merit, but with the precious" Gospel of the grace of God."
You know, also, that it is the truth which the Holy Ghost makes use of to
quicken dead sinners, and to feed and nourish the new man of grace in the
souls of such; and, therefore, I have seen with pleasure the sort of reading you
have collected and sent to our soldiers and sailors. * * * Another thing
which leads me especially to conclude that God has raised you up, and called
you to this good work, is that you have been called from amongst our soldiers,
through which a door of access has been opened to you to our soldiers and
sailors that very few, if any others, possess. Go on, dear brother, sowing beside all
waters; and, as a gracious soul is sure to be a praying soul, a full reward be given
you ofthe Lord God of Israel, whose honour and glory lie so near every regenerate heart. After all this long speech, I fear you will think I have done little
to help you. I am a poor invalid, and cannot do much. Perhaps the Lord will
bless what I have written, and the P.O.O. will fill up a little gap, for I trust
it was He who brought. both you and the matter to my mind.
Dear Mr. Editor, I feel that I cannot trust myself to say how mnch this
letter cheered my heart, seeing it contains the very sweetness and marrow
of that Gospel I love to make known in my poor way, and which has been
my only support these sixteen years. May all who read this be enabled
to breathe a prayer for the writer, that he may be filled with the Spirit,
and made a vessel fit for the Master's use.
Beside the acknowledgment which is sent for any donation or parcel
which may be received for this work, a finaDflial statement of receipts and
-expenditure is sent to every donor of books. All corumunications are
requested to be sent to my address, as given below.
•
Commending this work to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to whom alone
all honour and praise are due, I remain, your servant in the Gospel,
The Nursery, Salisbury.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[We hope that nothing will deter our valued correspondent from continuing the interesting and God-glorifying narrative which he commenced
in these pages. The endeavour, on the part of the great adversary, to
deter him, by various suggestions and disGouragements, indicate the more
strongly that the thing is of God. Moreover, the many cheering letters
he has had may well prompt him to persevere in the great and good work
upon which he has entered. For our own part, it comforts us greatly to
think of soldiers and sailors on shipboard, or in far-distant climes,
having such means afforded them for reading the simple truths contained
in this and kindred works. As an old soldier himself, our correspondent
knows ~ow time hangs upon hand on the sea, or on foreign service.
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How eagerly do those who have a taste for reading grasp, as it were, for
aught that will gratify them in that respect! How they pant for something from dear old England! How much more is this feeling intensified
where God the Holy Ghost has graciously enkindled a hungering after
the bread of life! How do such hungry ones devour the truth! We
remember being informed of a case, for example, in connection with the
sermons and lectures of the beloved Mr. Krause. Upon their arrival
in India, a lady and gentleman sat transfixed the whole day, in a close
perusal of those precious volumes. What a privilege, therefore, in any
measure or degree to minister to the spiritual wants of the Lord's poor
and needj ones in distant lands ! We do hope our readers will-a.t this
season especially-do all they can to encourage our brother in the Lord
in these his most laudable and self-denying labours for his blessed Master.

-En.]

OUR TIMES AND THEIR TEAOHINGS.
DEAR BROTHER IN OHRIST,-It is a remarkable fact (let persons
explain it as they like) that, until the appearance of my letter
in the July number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the Oonservative
" stumbles" in the House of Oommons had been truly appalling
-enough to sink the stoutest heart; but in that very month the
Lord stirred up the spirit of Mr. Disraeli against Mr. Gladstone
and his six famous resolutions, and, through his consummate tact,
the Public Worship Regulation Bill, for put#ng . down Ritualism,
was passed. No sooner did Mr. Disraeli declare himself the champion
of the Bill than a complete revolution took place in the House, and Mr.
(Hadstone and his six resolutions, as well as the Ritualistic party in the
House, were nowhere. An aged member remarked to a friend, "That
in all his long Parliamentary experience he had never known a Bill,
upon any matter, carried through the Oommons with such unanimous
determination." The Editor of the Rock was constrained to acknowledge
that this was the Lord's doing, in answer to the prayers of His people.
It may appear the very height of self-complacency for me to assume
that this marvellous revolution was the result of my letter appearing in
your pages-the letter itself was of no value whatever, but as the instrument of giving the Lord the glory due unto His great and holy name.
The glory of God lies very near my heart, as it ought to lie very near
the heart of every regenerated child of God; of whom the Lord says,
" This people have I found for myself: they shall shew forth my praise; "
"Whoso offereth me praise, glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth
his conversation aright, will I shew the salvation of God;" "Becaus8
they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operations of His hand,
He shall destroy them, and not build them up." I believe, if we were
more careful in watching the Lord's wonder-working hand, and giving
Him all the praise and glory of that which He does for us, we should
soon see a very different state of things in our midst. The GOSPEL
MAGAZINE-a Ohurch of England Magazine-the oldest magazine of
truth in the land-stands in striking contrast to the Dissenting
magazines of truth. Although I sent copies of my letter to most of thes8
magazines, yet not one cared or dared to print it. The Editor of one
wrote to me to say he quite coincided with all I said, but, as his magazine
circulated chiefly amongst Dissenters, it would raise such a storm he.
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feared to print it! Thus," the fear of man bringeth a snare," and his
action, or rather want of action, proved that he would sooner please
men than God. Othem were not so outspoken in stating their reasons
for declining to print it; but, whatever they were, God was robbed of His
glory. May it ever be ours not to be ashamed of praising and glorifying
God for His good hand upon us; for He will show us greater works than
these, that we may marvel. Let us ever remember huw it was with
Jehoshaphat and his people, "when they began to sing- and to praise."
And what was their song? Why, this blessed one: "Praise the Lord:
for His mercy endureth fpr ever,"-" The Lord set ambushments against
the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, which were come against
Judah; and they were smitten "-and thus it has been, and will be, with
us. Our enemies-who are God's enemies-will never be able to prevail
against us, if we are only faithful to God, iu glorifying Him for His
mercies. It is our great mercy that" it is nothing with the Lord to help,
whether with many, or with them that have no power;" so that, although
it is grievous to see our Dissenting brethren stand aloof at this important
crisis, yet it is a token for good to the Established Church and nation
that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,which circulates so extensively amongst all
classes of believers, should stand in the van ill this very important matter.
I have long noticed amongst the Dissenters a more exclusive 6pirit, and a
greater difficulty to be pleased, which, in times like the present, is a
great evil.
Another thing which augurs well for the Church of England-that the
Lord does not intend to destroy her, but build her up-is the fact that in
the last Parliament, of the 126 members who voted in favour of Mr.
Miall's motion for the disestablishment of the Church, 52 were rejected
at the last general election, including Mr. Miall himself! That tho
Lord's hand went out most signally against them-out of all proportion
to the other Liberal members-cannot be denied. The Lord has "a
remnant, according to the election of grace," in the Establishment, both
of ministers and people, and these are the salt that will preserve her from
destruction. To our poor finite understanding it seems a great pity
that the operation of the Public Worship Regulation Bill should be
delayed to the 1st of next July; for Ritualism, like the cattle plague, is
very infectious, and spreads further and further continually, so that tho
sooner it begins to be stamped out the better. May it be ours, day by
day, to supplicate the Divine Majesty that this dreadful evil may bo subdued, and truth again flourish amongst us-to strengthen the hands of
the Prime Minister, and the Protestant members of Parliament, by our
united persevering prayers, not doubting but the Lord will certainly
appear for us, and not suffer our enemies to prevail over us.
The Lord be with you, and with yours faithfully in Him,
Liverpool, Oct. 29th, 1874.
P. LEIGH.

LITERARY NOTICEs.-The Book Society of London has just issued, as
suitable gifts for Christmas and the- New Year :-The B£rthday ScrVpt~we
Text-Book, in small quarto, beautifully printed, with red-bordered pages
and most tastefully bound, in great varieties. Old Jonathan at Threcscore
and Three, with full-page portrait, ~s. Speaking Yet; by the late lliTTY
BoWMAN.
.
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ALL-SUFFICIENT GRAOE.
To tile Editor of tile Gospel Magazine.
[DEAR SIR,-I send you another epistle of your own daughter in th9
faith (see GOSPEL MAGAZINE for June, 1870, "Light and Shade").. She
ihas been greatly afflicted for many years, suffering much from palpitation
of the heart, &c., &c. About four months ago her husband inj ured his
leg, bursting blood-veins, and, after much suffering, underwent an
<lperation.
Yours faithfully,
THE "BROTHER."]
My DEAR BROTHER,-Many thanks for the concern manifested on
behalf of my poor husband, also for your kind letters of sympathy. How
.true it is " one member cannot suffer alone!" I am thankflll t:> say he
is progressing favourably, though yet unable to leave his room, on :a.ccount
-of the leg still needing to be rested. His health has much improved anfI
appetite good; he will doubtless feel much weaker as he gets about. A~
yet he has not tried his strength, for we wheel the Sedan chair up to hi,
bed whilst he slides into it; so that he has not put his legs to the ground.
-It has been a great trial for us all, but we have been mercifully carried
through thus far, and strength enough given, though none to spare. Let
us be thankful for enough. My case puzzles you, but it does not me, fOl"
I have for many years had a firm conviction my lot wuuld be an afflictive
Qne until the end. In my early days-I mean when first under concern
about my soul-I was reading the 48th chapter of Isaiah when I came to
the words: "I have refined thee, but not with silver. I have chosen
thee in the furnace of affliction." I was so struck with the power that
attended the words that I literally trembled from head to foot; the Bible
almost dropt from my hands. I could get no further. Oh, the fear I felt
about the future, as to what I should have to pass through. A little
recovering from this emotion, I again read the verse; my fears all left
me, and then I wept f')r joy at the words, "I have cn.osen thee," the :first
promise; "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, and therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee." I was revived, and this seemed to
strengthen the assurance that my poor name was written in the Lamb's
book of life. The furnace of affliction did then seem light compared with
the joy to be revealed; indeed, so little did I then heed the sufferings
that I told the dear Lord I did not mind what He laid upon the body. I
was willing to do and suffer all Ris righteous will, if He would but have
mercy upon my poor soul. This willingness to suffer, as you know, has
been sorely put to the test, but amidst all my sins and changeableness
rthe Lord has been faithful in making a way of escape out of every
trial. Oh, I do wish I c0uld love and praise Him more. I do feel sach a
cold and ungrateful creature when left to myself. But, blessed be His dear
name, He does sometimes come skipping over the hills and mountains of
sin, and gives such a meltingQf heart that I can in all sincerity say,
" Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee." I have
at times been favoured. with a little tenderness of heart during this heavy
trial; indeed, the Lord has been so good, and His power so manifest in
upholding under all its exciting circumstances, that I have Rat and wept,
and I hope tears of gratitude at His goodness, and had aot a word to say
against His dealings. Especially was this the case upon the day of the
operation. For some hours before I expected the three doctors my mind
was in dreadful agitation; I kept pleading for a word to assure m!}
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that my strength should not fail, and that my poo.r kusband might beenabled to go thl'Ough it; kept opening my Bible, but could get nothing
until about an hour before they came. Whilst resting- a few minutes, I
opened my Bible upon the 62nd Psalm, and could truly say my soul was
waiting upon God, from Him alone cometh my salvatioo.. The second
verse-" He only is my Rock and my Salvation, I &ha11 not be· greatly
moved "-came so sweetly quieting that hope sprang up all would be
well. Satan set in with his temptations about, if I felt such excitement now, what would it be in an hour's time? I told him I must leavethat with my God, who was able to give calmness; and so it was, my
dear brother, Satan was made a liar, and the Lord a Refuge in the hour
of need, "a very present help in trouble." I was not" greatly moved.'''
Nature felt it, but there was no outburst of grief, so natural with me
under trouble; indeed, the heart was quieter than before the doctors
came, though there was a painful suspense of two huurs before I could be
admitted into the chamber. And then to think of the Lord's goodness in
enabling pOOl' John to go through it, and recover from the chloroform so
well. I can .only tell you it was more than a match for my heart, and all
the evening I sat weeping at such manifested mercy, and wanted "a
thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer's praise." Whatever thepoor creatures do under trouble who know not Ged, I Gannot tell. Oh, the'
privilege of having One to whom we can carry all our grief, an,d believe
He is able and willing to help! for, although we cannot at all times do
this, yet there is a clingIng-now and then a gleam of hope which keeps
us from utter despair. Do not suppose my heart is one particle better'
than your own; the seed of every ~in is in me, and I well know restraining grace alone subdues it, and that, if at all kept from kicking at the
yoke, it is of the Lord. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, unto Thy
name be all the glory." You write bitter things against yourself. May
the blessed Spirit er:able you to take comfort from the fact, "It is no
more I that do it, but the sin that dwelleth in me; " for assuredly it is so,
or there would not be the self-loathing on account of it. Well, mydear brother, it is to be "through much trihulation." May we have
grace given to endure unto the end, and then, if our hopes are realized,.
great will be the recompense of reward. Five years thi~ day since I was
brought so near to death-how time :lilies. "Yet a little while and He that
shall come will come, and will not tarry." You would not call me spiritualminded could you read my heart-carnality seems my besetting sin. I
mourn over, pr'ay against it, and the more I strive against it, I sin and
iltumble but the more. I often think I must be a presumptuous-wretch
ever to think the Lord can love such a worm. Oh, if ever I get to, glory,.
surely 'my song of praise will be the loudest. With our united love to
both, believe me your loving sister,
P. C.
[How good and how gracious is our God! It was- but yesterday, when
speaking from the 4th verse of the 25th of Isaiah, we remarked that,.
however the Lord's people may have been taught in matters of detail,
and whatever their views upon subjects of secondary importance, yet, come
from wheDce tll,ey may-east, west, north, or SQuth-of whatever country
or clime-let them be found in Europe, Asia, Mrica, or America-they
are one and all agreed upon the great and glorious fact: "THOU HAsT
DONE WONDERFUL TIIINGS!" Yes, His name is Wonderful! and" He iswonderful in counsel, and excellent in working."
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Although we did not recollect the date, yet we perfectly remember the
sweet savour of the letters referred to by our correspondent at the time·
they came to hand. His naming the date has led to our taking down the
volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1870, and to our re-perusing
the epistles in question.
In doing so, we have had' indeed "a
second benefit." Most savoury and precious have they been, as a.
Monday morning portion, when, fo!' most part, tho poor soul seems
empty and barren, when one is too apt to feel that all has been.
said that one has to say. Shame that it should be so! But such
is poor human nature! Dry, barren, saple~s! Utterly destitute of,
and as utterly incapable of producing, a single thought or desire Christward and Godward I-fully confirming the testimony of Paul the aged,.
"I know that in me (that is in my flesh) there dwelleth no good thing."
But, oh! how sweet, under such circumstances, to find, under the precious.
power and promptings of the Holy Ghost, that blessed truth spoken by
our dear Lord and Master ratified and confirmed, "The water that I f:lhall
give him shall be in him a well of water, springing up into everlasting life."
And, oh! how sweet itis, when He says, with power divine, "Spring up,
o well; sing ye unto it." And we believe that one powerful means to
this blessed end is the" communion of saints," when, in the providenceof God, they are permitted by letter or by word of mouth to compare notes
with I'espect to all the marvellous way by which the Lord hath led them,
and to commune one with the other of all His great and gracious doings..
In contrasting the present letter with those referred to which appeared
in this magazine for June, 18iO, what a striking example is there of thetruth of that Scripture, "out of weakness made strong!" In reading the
former epistle, written, as it was thought, upon the dying couch, who·
would have supposed that the writer would have been spared, and four
years afterwards be called to pass through such a state of things as that
described in her present letter? Yet such is plain matter of fact. And
what a proof is it of the divine faithfulness as well as the divine allsufficiency of our God. Personally, we can well understand what the
unknown, yet beloved and well-known, writer says about the inwrought
conviction that much trial and affliction were in reserve for her. It was·
only last evening we were appealing to our dear people upon this very
ground. How in former years, doubtless, many of them had so heartily
adopted the language of Dr. Watts" When I can I'ead my title clear
" Shouldst ea7,th against my soul engage..
To mansions in the skies;
And hellish darts be hurl'cl ;
I bid faTewell to every fem',
Then I can smile at Satan's rage,
And wipe my weeping. eyes.
And face a f7"owning w07"ld.
" Let cares like a wild del~tge come,
And stonlts of sorrow fall ;
May I but safely reach my house,
My God, my heaven, my all."
Rut, oh! dear reader, we would now ask you, as we last night asked our'
dear people, How is it now about" facing a frowning world," and" smiling
at Satan's rage," notwithstanding the" being able to read your title clear
to mansions in the skies"? Ah! how different is the talking about thetrial of faith, and the pr'oving what it is!
Notwithstanding .all the much talked. of" perfection" and" assurance"
and" higher life" of the day in which we live, we love to come to plain
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matter of fact. We love to hear the testimony of the sick and afflicted,
the tried anel the tempted, the sin-burdened and the Satan-harassed-those
"Who have" summered and wintered" the realities of pilgrimagethrough a
.. waste howling wilderness." We like to inquire for" the old paths"not the new-fangled ones. We love to talk with those who have" come in
by the door into the sheepfold," not with those who have" climbed up
some other way." And what is the testimony of such? Do they find it
.all so smooth and easy and agreeable as is represented? Not they indeed.
Listen, re::tder, to the testimony of the" OLD PILGRIM," with whose
writings you have been' so long familiar in these pages. Afte!: being
oConfined to the house for some two or three years, about three months
since he fell from his chair and fractured a small bone connected with
the hip, which cannot be res~t. Hence he has laid upon his bed ever
since in a helpless state, now in his 83rd or 84th year. What was his
testimony at our last visit? Among other things he said, "It was not
-outward sin that he felt, but what was working within." Speaking of'
that" within," he said, vei'y emphatically, "It's t7!e devil's workshop, ani!
,lie finds plenty of tools to work with." 'Veknow not what the "perfectionist. "
would say to this. And yet, at the same time, the dear "Old Pilgrim "
.expressed the intensity of his grief that he should for a moment sit in
judgment upon or call in question the wisdom or the love or the faithfulness of his loved and loving Lord.
Another aged one, of upwards of threescore years and ten, spoke to
'Us in similar terms, a few evenings before. Whilst he is, without exception, one of the most hopeful and cheerful pilgrims of any with whom we
are acquainted, yet, in a few words upon the occasion to which we refer,
he expressed himself in terms of the deepest possible disgust at what he
Selt working within, especially in the night-season. His words were to
this effect: "His very ill'eams were enough to condemn him."
Ab ! reader, it is of no use to endeavour to reason, or argue, or palliate,
-or deny these things, as either non-existent, or to be sought to overcome
by any power of the creature. All such is injurious and deceptive to the
last degree. Rely on it, the Lord sees as much need now as in days of
old to "try His people, that they might know what is in their hearts," as
He did Hezekiah, and with Israel whom He kept wandering about the
wilderness' for forty years. Nevertheless, He causes all to redOl,md to His
-own glory, giving them a fuller, a clearer, and a more Ohrist-exalting
;3,nd God-glorifying insight into the character, the operations, and the
ultimate triumph of rich and free and sovereign grace.-EDTTo.&.J

THERE is none like Ohrist. Oh, dear brethren, pray for Ohrist, preach
for Christ, do all for Ohrist. As for me I have forgotten the victory, and
Christ is holding out both His arms to embrace me. I shall live and
adore Him: glory, glory to my Oreator and Redeemer for ever. Oh for a
well-tuned harp! I disclaim all my labour and faithfulness in the work
of the ministry. The port I would be in at is redemption through His
blood. Glory, glory dwelleth in Immanuel's land !-RutJ!crforil.
JESUS is all in all; God of grace, God of light, God of love, whom
have I in the heaven but Thee? What can I not do with Ohrist? I
know that my Redeemer liveth. Oh, the love of Ohrist, the love of
Christ! It is a glorious thing to die.-Hannah More.
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THE MUOH-TALKED-OF REVIVALS.
[We have received sundry communications in reference to the present
much talked of movement in Scotland, Ireland, and Manchester. Ourreply
to the inquirers is, that we have no confidence whatever in it. Doubtless we
shall be considered narrow and uncharitable in expressing- our belief that
it will pass off, as similar exciting scenes have done. We all know how
music-especially wh.ere there is an ear for it-rouses the feelings, and
-enkindles emotions which may easily be mistaken. One mark of the latter
times, we are told, are influences and powers which would (if it were possible) deceive the very elect. Doubtless even the children of God may, for
a time, be led aside by some of these influences. If so, they will have to
retrace their steps with bitter tears. One means, however, by which the
Lord will instrumentally preserve His people in these most critical times
is by laying weight and care upon them, of some sort or other, so that
under pressure they should be necessitated to flee-and to keep near-~o
Hiin! ~pecial trials and afflictions we believe particularly to characterize
the condition of the children of God under present circumstances, and
that for the reason we have assigned. Within our own limited acquaintance, we know, at the present time, of three servants of God-faithful
ministers of Ohrist-who are wholly laid aside from their 10Vlld work; and
our dear friend, the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, has for a long time been suffering' considerably.
We cut the annexed out of a" Revival" paper, the other day, and it
is only a fair specimen of the kind of thing such papers contllin" Another young girl told a friend, not long ago, that she had found
Jesus. She was asked, 'How did you find Him?' and answered, 'He
Just offered Himself to me, and I took Him! ' "
Now, we would ask any sober-minded reader, what they think of such
a statement? We contend that it is little short of blasphemy; and we
deem it reprehensible in the highest degree for any minister or editor to
€ndorse such a testimony. It is as adverse to the teaching of Scripture,
and as contrary to the experience of all taught savingly by the Holy
Ghost, as it is possible for any statement whatever to be. We shudder
at such language.
THE EDITOR.]
DEAR SIR,-I feel confidence in calling your attention, at this time,
to a sermon preached about a hundred years ago by the late vener-

able and beloved servant of God, the Rev. William Romaine, whos"'
sermons and writings still preach, for they retain their "sweet savour"
to the Lord's Spirit-taught children to this day.
While at a recent conference held in our neighbourhood, at the after
meeting for enquiring and seeking ones, those words came to my mind
with "hydraulic power" in the Song of Solomon, (viii. 6), "Set me as a seal
upon Thy heart . . . and. arm." "Yes," I said, "that is it! Here's the
.£ecret;" and, while speaking to a young person, I directed her to Paul's
'Wordf, in Rom. viii. 14,15, 16, 17; so that there is no doubt left when it is
ihe Lord's own divine and inward blessed work. These precious words,
." Set me as a seal," have been upon the mind (more or less) ever since,
':Vibrating through my soul during the night-watches and morning hours
early. Yesterday noon I met a believer, to whom I said, "These words
have been ringing in my ears night and day!" and she involunta~y ex-
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claimed aloud in the street, "Blessed ringing! let them ring louder and:.
longer, that others may hear, too!" I had just come from a dying man's·
bedside (fourscore and eight years old), who had been telling me what a.
burden his sins were to him. I said, "Oast thy burden upon the Lord;
believe Jesus bore them on the cross; look to Him by faith." I hadhold of his hand, and he drew my hand to his lips and kissed it-" The
Lord bless you!" Ah! it is not the multiplicity of the utterances, it is the'
word timely and suitably spoken, in such circumstances. I had just been
to ask the minister he occasionally heard to visit him, and I hope he has
done so, and also that he has departed in peace (if it be so); it was my
first visit, and possibly my last. His unkind and unfeeling wife (a woman
gi"en to drink) would not let any of the friends in to see him, and it was·
olJly by kindly talking to her I succeeded in seeing him yesterday, for I
was told, "She won't let you in." But the Lord let me in; His persuasion
alid influence always succeed; and it is only to lift up the heart to Him,
and, oh! the readiness and willingness granted to the secret desires of
His children astonishes one. "Before they call I will an swer," and so on;
and when He opens none can shut. Well, before I left his bedside, she
asked me to come again and ~end a minister, and she wept. Who knows
what was done in a few minutes, with a few words kindly spoken and
touching?-the Lord can and does give them seasonably. But to return to
my subject. I have always found while reading dear Romaine's sermons,.
and" Walk and Triumph of Faith," a ~avour peculiarly refreshing to
the soul, which is rare and unusual in reading authors. He was a man
who lived in the enjoyment offellowship with God; like Enoch, he walked
and talked with God, and believers derive the benefit and blessing to
this day (although a hundred years ago) of such a walk and communion.
The sermon I refer to is on the words, "We preach not ourselves, but
Ohrist Jesus the Lord" (2001'. iv. 5), and it struck my mind forcibly, as
I read it, that there is much in it which specially applies to much of the
preaching m:d teaching of the present day, and its rerrint in some of the
monthly magazines might be a great blessing to the Ohurch of God at.
this time, for I ~ee clearly it is in much danger of being carried away with.
human instrumentality.
I heal' that Messrs. Moody and Sankey
intend visiting London, "if the Lord will," and Ohristian men and
women (and ministers, too) are "in temptation" and danger of'
being carried away with the stream of popularity and excitement in
these "two American Brethren," and Ohristians are in great danger
·of becoming "idol worshippers," and it is said by the beloved John,
"Little children, ,keep yourselves from idols." I have many times
said to my brethren, "The Lord will not do that for us which He has
commanded us and enjoined upon us (as believers in His Word) to do ourselves." To illustrate my remark: ""hen a little child Cl1n walk alone (by
itself) the parents no longer put out the finger, or hand, or arm, to guide
and help it. So it is with our heavenly Father; when His children "can go
alone," then He leaves them, but keeps His eye upon them, and, if they
ttumble, He runs to their help. That is a lesson I have long since learned,
but I find it little understood by Ohristians now, as though our heavenly
Father had changed His mode and manner of discipline and training. I
don't think so, if modern Ohristians do; for I have been fifty and two
years at school, and I find myself a learner and scholar still, and expect
to be to the end. I am strongly inclined to believe that if the Apostle
:Paul were to come and see us, and preach to us in this nineteenth century,
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'he would not be followed, and caressed, and applauded, as these two
.American Brethren are. Paul did not employ music, as these do, to charm
-dead sinners-it was "the music of the Gospel." "This is a faithful
saying," &c. (1 Tim. i. 15). I have heard it said this is the secret of their
.charm; if so, the result and issue will be very poor-it will die away, as the
-,sound does. And what have you left? I thought I heard a sweet, melodious
sound, but all is "silent as death." This I have reason to think is the
experience of many a deluded soul. Oh! itis a very solemn thing to de::eive
a soul with a hope of going to heaven, in a way (not the narrow way),
,and find they are misled. It is like a traveller meeting another and asking the way to such a place. "Oh! I'll show you the way-follow me;"
but every step leads from and not to tue place. So it is, I fear, now with.
many a false guide.
I do feel a jealousy in reference to this universal preaching the Gospel
by all called or not called, sent or not sent, gifted or not gifted, to preach.
·Christ. My spirit has been grieved to hear the flippant way many young,
.and some older, men are heard to speak about "preaching." Ah! they
know not the solemn responsibility associated. I was led'to speak at the
close of the conference (referred to before), in reviewing the services,
-of what had been said and what had been done, the solemn responsibility
:resting upon each one, "speakers and hearers;" for the "\Vord must either
be a savour of life or of death to each and all, no exemption-it will prove
.a blessing or a curse. vVell, I must say it has been a season of much
blessing to my soul and othera, for I have been very happy and been
-favoured with nearness to God; in secret and in public I have found it good.
We know it is said, "Preach the Word," but to whom are these words
addressed? Not to every believer; "for how can they preach except they
be sent?" It is obvious who are intended-none but the called of God, and
o(jertainly not women; neither to preach nor to be deaconesses. It is at
<variance with the apostolic rule. The order of things is reversed nowadays, and many want a new version of the Bible, adapted to the' views and
habits of Ohristians of the nineteenth century; but we have to do with a
eurl> word of prophecy, "whereunto we do well to take heed, as to a light
that shineth -in a dark world," after all, amidst the glare, theological.
astronomical, physiological, intellectual, and many other lights and
sciences of this world, and limited to its own region. But Ohrist said,
" I am the light of the world, and he that followeth me shall not walk in
-darkness, but shall have the light of life." This is what Ohristians want,
and no other. But I must draw to a close. I have not written what
I intended so much, but the main point and subject. You will of course
refer to Romaine's sermon, and read it attentively to see its bearing upon
ihe present times and circumstances. It may be you will not see its adaptation. Well, be it so; still you must endorse his sermons as sound, evangelical Gospel truth. I would walk miles to hear such preached on a
~abbath-day, at seventy; for I'm sometimes very hungry, and want bread
-sweet, wholesome, nutritious food, "unadulterated," That's what I
mean.
Praying the great Held of the Ohurch may yet give you many seals to
your ministry, and souls for your hire, with Christian love,
Yours faithfully,
Hackney.
J. RAnFORD.
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DEAR SIR,-Messrs. Moody and Sankey, the American revivalists, are.
at present in Manchester. They are expected shortly in Liverpool, and
from thence they go to London. They had good Arminian soil to work:
on in Scotland, and almost carried every'thing before them. One minister.,.
however, has been bold enough to oppose them; and, in a pamphlet
entitled "Hyper-Evangelism: Another Gospel tlp'ough a Mighty Power,"
has set forth the unscripturalness of their teaching. This minister is the,
Rev. John Kennedy, D.D., of Dingwall; and, taking his stand on God's.
election and the neces§ity of the Holy Spirit's work, he has completely
Qverthrown every branch of their system. I am informed a number ot
replies have appeared, for great is the Diana of free will, and must not·
be spoken against. It will not surprise the election of grace to see these'
things, for the same superficial religion, involving similar counterfeitsi>delusions, and deceptions, has been (If old time. We find Micaiah cont~mding with false prophets in his day (1 Kings xxii. 22, 23); Job, iJ:!l>
his day, declaring that the hypocrite's hope should perish (Job viii. 13) ;..
and Jeremiah prophesying against prophets who run unsent (Jeremiah
:xxiii. 21). Mr. Moody calls on all and everyone of his large audiences.
to take salvation ere they leave. He assures them God loves them, and
that believing is the simplest thing in the world. Isaiah, in his day,.
spake of those who kindled a fire and compassed themselves about witl.:J>
sparks (Isaiah li. 11), and who shall affirm that such sparks, struck on
Nature's anvil, are not to be found at such meetings and under such"
preaching? David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, comparing the proud
(Arminian) hills of his day with fair Zion's hill, breaks forth thus: "vVby
leap ye, ye high hills? this is the hill which Goddesireth to dwell in;
yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever" (Psalm lxviii.16). Jesus, in the
days of His flesh on earth, warned His hearers that a multitude of pro. fessors should, at the day of judgment, urge that they had cast out
devils in His name, and in His name done many wonderful works, who
shall yet be unacknowledged by Him (Matt. vii. 22). Paul warns the
Galatians against those who pervert the Gospel of Christ (Gal. i. 7, 8) ;
and John informs the elect lady and her children that those who trans-·
gress and abide not in Christ's doctrine have not God (2 John ix. 10),.
and that such are neither to be received by the Church nor bid Godspeed. . Mr. Hantington was raised up of God one hundred years ago,.
and endowed with great insight into character and the principles of free
will in religion. Tbrough the mighty teachings of the Holy Ghost, hesaw as with the eye of an eagle tbose deceptions of Satan transformed
into an angel of light. In his wonderful sermon on the fooljsh virgins.
he has clearly traced out the work of such men as Moody and Sankey,
and as solemnly depicted the end. I have often thought that the lateMr. Irons was also specially raised up of God to protest (during a lifetime) against the delusion of "salvation for everybody who will only take·
it." The late beloved Mr. J. C. Philpot also served his generation, and,.
from the text in Isaiah already quoted, showed forth the beginning, the
blaze, and the end of such superficial professors of religion; and I do
believe, my cear Mr. Editor, that J ehovah will never leave England
without such witnesses for His truth. The child of God wants his heart
well searched, and manifestations from God that his religion is the fruit
()f electing and redeeming love, and not that of creature efforts. My own..
soul, through God's rich grace, was delivered from this snare several years
ago, through reading one of dear old Dr. Hawker's sermons, and L
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feel at times, if I did not protest against it, the very stones would cry
out.
I am, dear Mr. Editor, in sweet and loving Gospel bonds, yours, &c.,
G. A.
[Since the foregoing were received, the particulars of a case have come t<>
our knowledge, the which we are prompted to quote, in proof of our
previous remarks as to the present being a time of special trial with theLord's people. Satan," knowing that his time is short," has (we are
persuaded) been permitted to come down with great power. He is exercising
his craft in various ways, and, by numerous stratagems, seeking to entrap'
the unwary; and, as we have before stated, the time has come when (asit is distinctly left upo:c. record) he should, if it were possible, "dece~ve
even the very elect."
But the special trials which are appointed for the Lord's people are
lovingly designed of Him to necessitate their constant resort to the throneof grace; that, having no resources of their own-no independent stock
upon which they can trade-no personal strength upon which they can
draw, they should be compelled to flee to the Strong for strength; to Him
who is wisdom itself for counsel; to Him who is consummate holiness for
purity; to Him who 1ath vanquished death 'and (virtually) destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil, for grace to resist him
with a "Get thee behind ~e, Satan," by "lifting up a standard against.
him when he (the enemy) cometh in like a flood." These things are
easily spoken or written, but the lJlain matter of fact-the reality-the
positive test-is a totally different thing.
Now, there is a certain servant of God upon whom not ourselves merely,
but the whole of Christendom-yea, in a certain sense, the world at large
-has been long, long looking with wonder and amazement. For ourselves, we have accounted for his apparently unmoved faith and his unwavering, simple, child-like trust and confidence in God, upon the ground.
that he has been continuously and ul'J,interrwptedly under pressure, or, in other
words, under ceaseless weight and responsibility. Hence, as there has not
been for forty years past the withdrawal of that weight and responsibility,
but a constant and ceaseless increase of it, he of whom we speak, and
whose name we shall presently give, has stood in positive, absolute, indispensable need of the eV81'-constant sustaining, upholding, delivering 7~and of
our God.
Hence, intimacy has been maintained, intercourse (in a
certain sense) uninterrupted, and day by day, and hour by hour, has ther~
been for forty years past significant sign, blessed token, unmistakable
evidence, that the eye of his God was upon him, and the heart ofa loving,
gracious, indulgent, all-sufficient Father enlisted on his behalf, in that
mighty work to which He' had called him, and for which He bad soeminently qualified him.
,
Now, by way of illustrating what we mean about the absolute and indiEipensable necessity of the ever-constant, uninterrupted, and ceaseless impartation of hope, trust, and dependence, such as the work to which we have
adverted requires, what think you, l-eader, would have been the conse.
q uences if, for example, the Lord had withdrawn for a season that decision,.
calmnfss, self-possession, and momentary dependence upon His own almigltty and
adorable Self which He vouchsafed to Noah whilst the ark, during 120
years, was in preparation, or had the Lord withdrawn the self-same supporting, sustaining, soothing power when the" fountains of the great
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.deep were broken up," or whilst Noah and his sons and daugbters-inlaw were" shut in the ark" among beasts of prey and reptiles of various
:kinds, which, but for Jehovah's restraining hand, would have instantly
Toused themselves, and, in the mere exercise of their own'natural destructiveness, have made them their prey?
Again, supposing the self-same almighty and omnipotent One had not
imparted continuous and uninterrupted grace and strength to Moses,
according to his ever-constant, ceaseless, and uninterrupted requirements,
what would have been the inevitable result, even' if there had been a
rnomentarywithdrawalof such communicated wisdom, grace, and strength?
If the manna had failed for a single day, or the "rock that followed
them" had ceased for a similar interval to pour forth its contirruous and
uninterrupted stream, what would have been the feelings and where the
-faith of Moses at suoh a juncture, in the presence, and as an ever-constant gazing-stock, of the thousands of Israel?
In like manner, what would have become of many who read these lines,
if S0 be in times of special pressure immediately connected with scenes
'through which they were called to pass, the Lord's sustaining hand,
and, it may Be, His comforting presence, had not 'at the time llnd
'Under the circUmstances been graciously vouchsafed? The blessed LUTIIElt
looked back with amazement upon Worms, and asked himself whether it
was possible he had ever been there, and witnessed the scenes connected
iherewith? And how many since his day, in common with him, have
reviewed with astonishment certain facts identified with their pilgrimage,
in which, they have been so completely raised above themselves, and 101'
the time being qualified for, and successful in, certain works and eugagements, the which they could ,no more have undertaken or accomplished in
their own wisdom or strength than they could have created a world! Nay,
those very fucts, as thus connected with themselves, and as standing in
striking contrast to their own after-weakness or frailty and infirmity, would
be questioned altogether as ever having been realities, were there not
something tangible to ratify and confirm the same.
In the foregoing observations, we hope we have given at least material
for thought and reflection why that hononred servant of God, Mr. GEORGE
MULLER, with the continuous claims of upwards of 2,000 orphans, and
a variety of other objects connected with missionary work, should
realize, in a very special manner, day by day, that the Lord is on His
~ide; that He is verily now, as of old, JEHOVAH-JIREH C" the Lord will
provide ").
But now, seeing, as we have said, Mr. MULLER is one of the most marked
()f men-yea, that there is scarcely his fellow, as one upon whom both
the Church and the world is looking with a keen-sigbtedness past description; we believe that in another respect the Lord is about to make special
use of him. We should not feel at liberty to give expressly our reason
ior this belief, b,ad not our dear deeply-tried brother himself have given
in detail the express nature of his present most deep and pungent sorro,v.
'But for his own frank avowal, we would be among the last to draw back
the curtain of domestic life; but Mr. MULLER himself has done so, and
personally we are thankful for it. By so doing we believe he will awaken
the interest and arouse the prayerful sympathies of multitudes who, but
for his candour, would have remained in ignorance of his position,
and fail, by comparison, to estimate their OWIl mercies. In the
most distressing way, it has seemed good unto Him who caIlnot err
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to lay His hand most afflictively upon the beloved companion of
this man of God-the shareI' of his sorrows, the partakor of his joys; one
who since their marriage, some two or three years ago, has taken a most
active part in his intensely arduous and responsible labours. From the
narrative which Mr. MULLER himself gave, upon a recent evening, at his
crowded Munday night prayer-meeting, we ara informed he stated that
his beloved wife had not had for the long period of five-and-twenty years
a doubt about her salvation, but that, during the last nine months, she
had been bordering upon despair; and that what Mr. MULLER himself
had passed through on her account was utterly out of his pONeI' to
express. Now, seeing, as we have said, that Mr. MULLER is so prominent
a character, we repeat we are thankful that he has, in his usual candour
and simplicity, made this statement. And we are glad, moreover, for this
reason, that this case-known as it must and will be so far and wide-shall
stand as a warning voice against the free-wiUi8m, the creatw·(J 8ttfficiency,
and the carnallatitudinariani8m, which are so deceptively and de~tructively
rife in Ohristendom at the present time, especially in connexion with the
much-ta.lked-of revival movements spoken of at the head of this paper.
And we here add our further protest to this what we venture to believe is
altogether, in a spiritual and saving point of view, a mistaken work. Had
we a thousand tongues, and could we make our voice reverberate to the
world's very uttermosts, we would reiterate yet again and again and
again that ~criptural and most significant testimony, "Itisnot by might,
nor by power, but my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts;" "Which were
born, not of blood, nor ofthe will ofthe flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God." In the professing, as well as in the profane, worlcl, of our time,
men talk as though that great truth had ceased to be what it was, namely,
that the great Jehovah "ruleth in the armies of heaven, and among' the
inhabitants of the earth, and that none can stay .His hand, or say, "What
doest Thou?"
In the case of the at present so deeply tried and afHicted Mrs. MULLER,
it will be seen how momentarily dependent the Lord's children are upon
Himself; that however clear their call by grace, and however long they
may have walked in the sunshine of His smile, and enjoyed a holy assurance
and a childlike trust in His continuous good will and favour, there is no
position or circumstances whatever which will justify aught approaching
a carnal confidence that 8llCh state of mind 8hall continue. Yea, more, apart
from the Arminian supposition that grace may fail, and lack, as such
theorists do, a belief in the final perseverance of the saints; even those
who most thoroughly hold that there is a" covenant ordered in all things
and sure," and believe as they may that the Lord has a people whom He
has eternally loved and .will preserve even to the end; yea, more, hoping
as such may aforetime have done that they personally have been the obj eels
of that love, and the recipients of the grace and the mercy which flow ll'om
that love; yet, we contend, it is but for the Lord to withhold, even for a
moment, Ris bright and blessed manifestations, or to withdraw that
simple, childlike trust in Himself and in His kind and gracious acts which
He has been wont aforetime to impart; and down such a soul-even of
however long standing-sinks, according to feeling and appreh\lnsion,
into the very vortex of despair!
Dear Mrs. MULLER'S is only one of numberless such cases. Long before
we were connected with the GOSPEL MAGAZmE, there appeared in its pages
a touching narrative connected with the latter life and experience of the
E
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sainted mother of the celebrated ROBERT HALL. She was the wife of a
minister, and, after walking in the sweet assurance of faith for some
twenty years, fell of a sudden .into the depths of despair. She was so far
divested of hope that, in two separate paroxysms of agonizing grief, she
seized the watch at bel' bed's-head, and, throwing it violently over the
foot of the bed upon the floor, exclaimed, "As sure as that watch breaks,
I shall be lost." The watch neither broke nor even stopped! Astounded
at which, she again exclaimed, "Who can tell?" Soon after, through
rich and distinguishing mercy, it pleased the Lord afresh to visit her poor
distressed soul. The clouds were dispersed-bel' doubts were all removed
--and she died rejoicing in the Lord, to the great comfort and satidaction
of her husband, who, in connexion with so great and glorious a change,
was made the more willing to surrender her into the hands of Him who had
eternally loved and everlastingly redeemed her.
We know that in such cases as Mrs. HALL'S or Mrs. MULLER's-this
darkness of soul and intense anguish of heart-it is commonly ascribed to
physical causes. Granted; but has the Lord nothing to do with such
physical causes? Has His hand naught to say to them? So close is tho
connexion between mind and body that the one acts upon the other, and
that oftentimes most imperceptibly: Let not those, however, who are so
free to argue about physicctl ca~tses forget the blessed comprehensivenes~
of the heart-cheering testimony of the Psalmist, in the opening of his
103rd Psalm: "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindnesses and tender merci€ 13. " Was there nothing of "the physical"
in Hezekiah's case, when "he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed
unto the Lord, and wept sore;" yea, when, "in the bitterness of his
soul," he exclaimed, "0 Lord, I am oppressed: undertake for me" ?
Whilst we would deeply sympathize with and earnestly pray for our
friend and brother, in his present deep anguish and bitter sorrow-for
this we know it to be-and whilst we would seek most earnestly to enlist
the prayers of our dear readers that his beloved wife may be divinely
impported in her present painful position, ana (if the Lord's will) speedily
restored to her husband and her home; we pray, at the same time, that
this case may specially be used of the Lord to a deeper inwrought and
more thorough conviction that all gJ'ace-work-in its buddings, its progress,
its maturity-is absolutely and entirely of God, and not in the leastwise
of, or from, or by the creature; that however a "Paul may plant, or an
Apollos water, it is God (and God alone) that giveth the increase."
In further proof of those special trials as laid upon God's people at
the present time, to which we before alluded, we quote the annexed
letter, wbich has come to hand whilst we were engaged in writing the
foregoing : BrigMon,' IJec. 15, 1874.
My DEAR OI,D FRIEND AND BIWTHER,-Excuse a short reply to your
letter which has reached me here. I suffer at times such agony I can
hardly think, let alone write; but all is well and will be well. I trust the
Lord will give me grace and patience to bear whatever He, in His infinite
wisdom and love, sees fit to send. I am a hopeless sufferer in this life
-blood-poisol!ing from the lungs, which is much better, and a. malignant
tumour, which Sir J ames Paget hopes they will not try and cure. I fear
months of suffering are before me; but why should I fear? The Lord is
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faithful, who will not suffer mo to be tried above what I am able to bear.
I believe all the truths you mention. Your word was a great comfort,
" I am God." I was able to.preach a few times before leaving Godalming. God bless you and yours. Mrs. Long joins in kindest regard~.
Yours most truly in Christ Jesus,
WILLIAM DUNCAN LONG.
P.S.-·-Mrs. Long wishes me to a(ld, we well remember old times in
Birmingham.
We need scarcely say how much and how earnestly we would commend
our dear afflicted friend and brother to the prayers of ou,r beloved
readers. By the same post which brought the foregoing letter, we received the annexed lines. May the Lord not only apply them to our dear
afflicted brother, but to very many of His tried ones into whose hands
this work may fall.
,
So prays their friend and brother in tribulation,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, IJee. 16, 1874.
THE EDITOR.]
Though we pass through tribubtion,
All, all is well ;
Ours is such a full salvation,
All will be well.
Happy still in God confiding,
Fruitful, if in Christ abiding;
Holy, through the Spirit's guiding,
All must be well.
Wc expect a bright to-morrow,
All will be well ;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All, all is well.
On our Father's loye relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Both in living and in dying,
All must be well.
A NEW YEAR'S WISH-" PEACE! PEACE!"
To the Editor and Readers of the Gospel Magazine.
DEARLY BELOVED,-Spared by the kind providence of God to see the
commencement of anoiher year, I desire to greet you in the much-loved
name of our Lord and Master, which name is as ointment poured forth.
The one sentence of Holy Writ which rests upon my mind at this moment
is the sweet promise, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind
is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee" (Isa. xxvi.). If I say, in
the language of the high priest (Numb. vi. 26), "The Lord lift up His
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace," I invoke a blessing which
is contained in the name" Jehovah-Shalom" and promised, Ps. xxix. 11,
"The Lord will bless His people with peace." To my mind peace is ,the
especial blessin g of the New Testament. When our blessed Lord took our
nature upon Him, the ang-els proclaimed" peace on earth;" when He was
about to be taken from His disciples, His legacy was peace; and when
the Apostle opened his commission to the Gentiles, it was introduced with
these words, "Preaching peace by Jesus Christ" (Acts x. 36). In nearly
all Paul's epistles the introduction contains a prayer for the peace of the
party to whom the letter is written. As a matter of history, it will be
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found that, while here' and there one may be found always rejoicing, the
gre,at budy of living Ohristians are kept in peace, and, like Simeon,
" depart in peace." This peace is the fuundation of every other blessing,
or state of blessedness; 101', if we "glury in tribulation," it is because" we
have peace with Gud through our Lord Jesus Ohrist." Do not Jet us lose
sight of the fact that He, the" Prince of peletl" (Isa. ix. 6), is "our
ptll1.ce" (Eph. ii. 14), and in Him we have peace. Now, the peace of
which we speak is £nternal--it is peace in the conscience, through faith in the
blood of Jesus, which removes its guilt; in the righteousness of Jesus, by
which alone the soul is justified; and in the grace of our Lord Jesus Ohrist,
'whieh is declared to be "sufficient" to enable the soul to do all thing8,
and to endure every trial, and to come off more than conqueror.
Again, this peace is a peaceful acquiescence in all God's will concerning
us, enauling us to say, "'fhy will, not mine, be done;" "Even so,
Father, for SI) it seemAth good in Thy sight."
Beloved friends, may our gracious God throughout this whole year
extend this peace to you like a river, and, while your ways please Him,
make even your enemies to be at peace with you, for the sake of Jesus, our
risen and triumphant Lord.-Believe me, your loving friend,
ALFRED HEWLETT.
THE LATE DR. RYLAND.
To the Ed£tor of the Gospel Magazt·no.
[DEAR SIR,-I am a const ant reader of your valuable magazine. I enclose
you an unpublished anecdote ofthe Rev. John Ryland, of N9rthampton,
the father of the late Dr. Ryland, of Bristol, if you think it suitabl e for
your use. I had it from a very old minister, fifty years ago, who could
~'ouch for the truth of it.l
ON one of Mr. Ryland's annual visits to supply the pulpit of some
chapel in London, he put up at the "Oastle and Falcon," kept
by a pious friend of his. There was staying there at that time a, I'ich
Essex clergyman. A friend introduced Mr. Ryland to him, and, in the
course of conversation, Mr. Ryland said to him, "For some time I have.
been in the habit of printing and circulating tracts and religious books
(there was then no Tract Suciety), and, as it is very expensive, Isometimes
solicit aid from those who love God and can aff"rd to help in the good
cause." The clergyman replied, "I would "ot give a farthing for such a
thing, or have anything to do with it, or allow them to be circulated in my
parish." Mr. Ryland replied, " Sir, what is the population ofyonr parish? "
"Two thousand and upwards," replied the clergyman. Mr. l~yland
at pnce fell on his knees and implored God to have mercy on the two
thou~and souls committed to such a shepherd, as would not allow His
Word to be circulated among them. The clergyman was greatly surprised, and asked the friend if he had introdnce!'l him· to a madman.
He replied, "No, he is ODe of the most respectable Baptist ministers
in England, and is to preach at such a chapel to-morrow. The clergyman replied (with an oath) that he would certainly go and hear
such a droll fellow. He did go, and by that sermon was convinced
he was a lost sinner, was induced to stay to hear him again, afterwards
found peace, went homa a new creature in Ohrist Jesus, and became a
blessing to thousands in the county of Essex, and died in the faith and
hope of the Gospel of Ohrist.
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CHRIST A COVENANT OF THE PEOPLE.
(ISAIAH xlii. 6.)

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAlt SIR,-Christ is here called" the Covenant," which, at first sight,
appears a difficult ex pression. A covenant is an agreement between two
or more parties to do or forbear certain things; but Christ is called" the
Covenant" because He really executes the engagements on both sides. As
Mediator, Hti does all He covenanted to do personally, and also He works
all our works in us. Whatever we do, He is virtually the Doer of it, "for
without Him we eau do nothing."
JUSTIFICATION.
To all the remarks on justification which one of your correspondents
made, I fully agree, but h<3 failed to quote the text pointing out the meritorious cause of our justification, and it is seldom quoted (Romans v. 9),
"Justified by His blood." Our union with Christ precedes our faith. This
i, the Father's hold of His child's hand, in which his safety lies; but the
actings of faith are like the child's hold of his father's hand, which is
uncertain.
W.

NEW YEAR'S DAY IN THE AR,K AND IN THE SCRIPTURES.
(GENESIS

'TwAS New Year's Da.y !-withjoy, I
wean,
The surface of the earth was seen,
When Noah removed the covering
screen
From off the ark.
What gratitude! what hope! what
pr.1ise
The favoured sight would doubtless
raise!
Secured from wrath so many days,
Safe in the ark!
'Tis New Year's Day!-we'll look
around,
Not less ;ur h<lbitation's bound,
'With gooiness hath Jehovah crown'd
If in the ark.
Have we to Christ for refllge fled
. (Heb. vi. 18) ?
Whose precious blood was freely sbed,
That sinners might be housed and fed
In Him, their Ark!
Is Christ om' Ark? we're safe indeed;
Like .Noah's, this cov'nant is decreed
(Isa. liv. 9, 10);
"Rebuke nor wrath for Abraham's
seed" (Gal. iii. 29),
In Ch 'ist, their Ark.

viii. 13.)

Observe the day, then, to the Lord;
He's your exceeding goreat Reward.
Look out new mercies to record
' F o r t h from your Ark.
I'rwas New Yen,r's Day when Isra~l
ren,reJ (Exod. xl. 17)
The tent to worship Him tbey
fen,red;
Who in Shechinah there endeared
The mystic Ark.

I

So on this day did Hezekiab,
To sanctify God's house, inspire
The priest's restodng incense fire.
Before the ark!
From Ba13ylon on New Year's Day
(Ezra vii. 9),
By God's good hand upon his way,
Ezra set forth, once more to pray
Before the ark.
Keep we, 13y fn.ith, a glad New Year;
IJook out with hope-an altar rear:
We're captives freed, but pilgrims
here;
Christ is our Ark.

E. M. O.
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[The annexed was in type last month, but delayed insertion for want of
spacf}.J
Memorials of the Life and Ministry of Bernard Gdpin, MA" formerly
Rector of St.. Andrew's, Hertford, and afterwards for thirty-three years
Minister of Port Vale Ohapel. With a Biography of his First Wife,
Henrietta. Edited by' his Son-in-law, R. B, BENsON. Oxford: F. O.
Pembrey, 159, Walton Street. London: Houlston and Sons, 7, Paternoster Buildings.
THE opening out of the operations of divine life in the souls of the
Lord's Spirit-quickened ones, which is so lacking in these times, is
richly manifest in this work. It is scarcely possible to read a page without discovering the most undoubted evici.ence of divine teaching, in no
small measure or degree. It is clear that Mr. GILPIN was a man of a
most tender conscience, living near to the Lord, and most watchful and
observant of His leadings and dealings. We are so convinced of tbis
that it is with considerable diffidence we venture to make one remark,
and that is with regard to his secession from the Ohurch of England.
We are so fully assured that" the steps of a good man are ordered by the
Lord, and that he delighteth in His way," that we hesitate to, as it were,
hazard an opinion, or offer any comment whatever, upon a course which
one of the Lord's servants may have been led to adopt. Still we will
venture to say this, that the overruling of events, or the bringing good
out of what in themselves may (to say the least) be questionable steps, is
one thing; the actual taking of those steps is quite another matter. Let us
explain ourselves. The late Mr. SHUTTE, at the close of his career, doubtless testified, in common with all the Lord's servants, to the fact that "H
had done all things well," but we very much question whether, with
his after-knowledge and additionallight, had Mr. SHUTTE been permitted
to see his time over again, he would have withdrawn from the Ohurch of
St. Augustine and St. Faith, that sphere of so great usefulness which
he occupied in the very centre of the great city. His most devotod
friends and admirers deem that step of Mr. : SHUTTE'S to have be n (l
most mistaken one, and consider it to have brought a- blight on hill
ministry.
Now, upon the same principle, with all her acknowledged faults, w
venture to question whether Mr. GILl'IN was right in his withdrawal from
the pale of the Ohurch of England.
We have not been ablo, for want of time, to do justice in the closo
reading of this volume, which wo hope to be able to devote to it; but,
as far as we can judge by our occasional dipping into it, it appears to UH
that Mr. GILPIN thought that ho should have increased light and mol'
liBerty by severing him If fr m tho Establishment-that is, in a Gosp 1
sense. But we don't seo that ho obtained the object of his wishes. 'fh('I'(
iF! a certain amount of sa!lJII,s,q t'uns as a voin through the book-at lO/lHt,
as far as we have seen it. IT knew very much of "bonds and impl'i 011
ment" in a spiritual s IHi. "'rVo are not speaking this in a Il'ny or
censure; God forbid! ,V law alroady testified to his tend rll( H cd'
conscience-his spirituality-tho watchfulness of the Lord's hlln(l. 11 n
was constantly, as it W 1'0, on th tiptoe of eager expectation I'lll' hi
Master's voice-the whis1101'S of l1is 1 Yo-the renewed aSSUl'anc s f 111
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gracious interest and divine favour. We delight to read of those tender
"touches" of love and mercy of which he ag'ain and again speaks. And,
viewing matters in this light, it looks very like presumption on our part
even to appear to sit in judgment upon anyone act of the Lord's so
gracious and devoted a servant. Still we would press the thought just
now expressed-the overruling is one thing, the actual taking of this or
that step, another. Jacob's sending Joseph to see how it fared with his
brethren was most unwise and, under the circumstances, short-sighted;
still it was overruled for good. So J oseph himself afterwards testified
with regm:d to the conduct of his brethren. And, surely, there is not
one of us who, if permitted to' see our time over again, would not seek
to profit by our after-experiences with regard to the taking this or that
step, or the adopting of this or that course.
Some men of truth leave the Church of England because this or that
particular sphere where they may be placed to labour is not quite
eongenial to their spirit or tone of mind; whereas, strictly speaking, they
are by no means competent judges in the matter. They may see no fruit,
or they may meet with deadly opposition; their minds may continually
be deeply and bitterly exercised, and they may be longing for other
quarters; but the Lord may, at the same time, be making most signal
use of them in that to them most uncongenial·sphere.
The course which the late Mr. PHILPor took, with respect to seceding
from the Church of England, has been regarded by many as a noble
example, and deemed worthy of being followed by other men of truth.
It is not a little remarkable, however, that, when appealed to upon the
subject, Mr. PHILPOT by no means urged the adoption of a similar course.
We know of one particular instance, in point, where Mr. PHILPOT was
thus consulted, and he discouraged the step. We know of another case
in regard to the like application to the Rev. JOSEPH IRONS. A similar
negative was given. Bot.h these men of God could but know that the
Lord had His servants within the pale of the Church of England, however they might differ from her; hence they had no wish to interfere
with Jehovah's rightful prerogative of placing His servants where He
would, and keeping them where He chose. Mr. IRONS once told us
personally of His own position being but one remove from the Church of
England. The mistake which some seceders have made is, in a supposition
that, because one sphere of labour within the pale of the Establishment
appears to be attended with no success, that hence there is no other, and
that, therefore, it behoves them to seek such outside her pale; but this
may be the greatest possible mistake. Places and people differ as much
within the Church as they do within ana without. A servant of God may
be in bonds in one Church or one parish, and quite at liberty in another;
and does not this hold good with l'egard to Dissenting chapels and
congregations? We remember reading of Mr. HUNTINGTON'S going somewhere to preach, and, because he did not like appearances, he withdrew
from the place, and would not preach at all. Upwards of twenty years
ago we stated in print, that" the Church of England has a Church
within the Church." Men differ as much witj~in her pale as they differ
from those without her pale. Men of truth have no more sympathy with
the Ritualists and Romanizers in the Church of England than they have
with Secularists or Rationalists outside,. and, if pressure were brought to
bear upon men of truth in the Establishment, so that they could not, as now
(blessed be God!) they can, give free utterance to what they believe to
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be the truth as it is in Jesus, the Ohurch of England would not retain
her hold upon such men eight-and-forty hours! This, at least, is
personally our testimony. As yet, however, during little less than a
thirty years' feeble ministry, no such pressure has in the leastwise been
attempted; and, therefore, we are the more tenacious about men adopting
such a course as that Mr. GILPIN took, unless they have the very best
grounds and the most matured convictions as to the Scriptural propriety
for so doing.
The Sund(ty School Teacher's lJiary for 18i5. London: Sunday School
Union.
THIS is a very useful book. It contains an almanac, list of Scripture
lessons for a year, class register, particUlars for a teacher's quarterly
report, and a Sunday diary-two pages for every Sunday-besides blank
pages for memoranda. The prices are 8d. and 2s.
Ch(ttterbox; Sunday Reading for the Ymmg, and The GMUrm's Prize Volumes
for 1874. London: W. ,VeIls Gardiller.
How the eyes of our young people will sparkle with delight as they see
these beautiful volumes! They are splendidly illustrated, and are full of
interesting and instructive matter.
lj'w History of Protestantism. Part L By the Rev. J. A. WYLI:jil. LL.D.,
Author of "Daybreak in Spain," &c. London: Oassell, Petter, and
Galpin.
TVVE hail with much pleasure the publication of this work; it is much
wanted, and it promises to be most valuable. This first part is accompaniedby a noble engraving of the great painting by Mr. E. M. Ward"Luther's First Study of the Bible," and the other illustrations are very
good.
THE OHRISTMAS NUMBER OF THE PICTORIAL WORLD.-Such a sixpenny
worth we believe was nE-vel' presented to the public. The enterprizing
publishers have outvied even our American cousins. Each engraving is
a study in itself'. Face after face is presented in endless variety, and at
this season will furnish material for occupying the little ones for many a
dreary hour. Row might the monotony of our hospitals, poor-houses,
as well as railway stations, be relieved by presentation copies from those
who have a few spare sixpences, and who feel a pleasure in ministering to
their less prosperous and their more poor and needy fellow-creatures!
This Ohristmas number of the P'ictorial World contains, in addition to a
mass of entertaining and interesting print. tho following subjects. Two
double-page Presentation Plates, one by G. O. Kilburne, of the "Ohildren's
Party." This is so graceful and natural in its composition that parents
and children will delight in the possession of such a work of art. The
other is a bold engraving of the well-known Academy picture by F. G.
Ootman, of "Noah Receiving the Dove." The number in addition contains papers by Rain Friswell, Mortimer Oollins, Shirley Hibberd. Waiter
Thornbury, Thomas Archer, George Manville Fenn, Henry S. Leigh, &c.
The number consists of thirty-two pages, in a coloured cover, forming the
cheapest and most attractive production for sixpence that we have
Been.

