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«Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by th~ comfor0 wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

W ATOHING, WAITING, WILLING!
"And now, behold, I go bound in tlze spirit ttnto Jer'usalem, not
know.ing the things that shall bifall me there: save that the Holy Ghost
witnessAth in every city, saying that bonds and (ffflictions abide me. But
none of these things move me, neither Cottnt I my life dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with Joy, and the ministry which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God."ACTS xx. 22-24.
ALTHOUGH the Apostle's life was not so dear unto himself but, if need
be to do so, he was willing to surrender it, as he states, Phil. ii. 17:
"If I be offered upon the sacrifice of your faith, I joy and rejoice
with you all," nevertheless, that life was most dear unto his Lord!
That life was "hid with Ohrist in God;" and, as a blessed conse'quence, " when Ohrist (as the Apostle says, Col. iii. 4), who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory."
With respect to the value set upon the believer's life, mark, dear
-reader, what is said, Zech. ii. 8: "Whoso toucheth you, toucheth
the apple of His eye." Again we read (Psa. cv. 15), "Touch not
mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm." Further, we read
(Psa. cni. 15), "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints."
All these passages go to prove the nearness and the dearness of the
Lord's people unto Himself! This, moreover, is proved by the price
at which they were redeemed! " Forasmuch as ye know," lilays the
, Apostle Peter (1 Peter i. 18,19), "that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot."
Dear child of God, if, by the precious power of the Holy Ghost, we
could more continuously dwell upon th"se blessed verities, how would
it tend to lift us up above that fear and disquietude of which, alas!
we are 80 muoh the subjects. Yea, in proportion as we' were privileged so to do, we should better understand what the same Apostle
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means when, in ,the 'last chapter of 'his first epistle, 'he says: "But
the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 1nctke you perfect
(that is, in a right view and apprehension of fthings) , stctblish,
strengthen, 8ettle you."

Think for a moment, if "the very hairs of your head are all
numbered," in what esteem and tender regard the life 'itself must be
held '! Why, there is not a single circumstance, nor the very tiniest
particular in respect to a dear child of God's life, that is not only
perpetually under the eye and cognisance of his Lord, but each and
every such circumstance or minute particular was foreseen, divinely
appointed, and graciously prepaTed for and against by Him who lives
in one eternal NOW! That Almighty One who sees the end from the
beginning, who knows as fully the issue of every cause, and the
result 0'£ every proceduTe, as though the whole at the moment were a
confirmed cand an established fact! Our God tries no experiments!
He 'has not to subject Himself to teRts and proofs! In ,pity, and
condescension to our numberless infirmities and manifold weaknesses,
He ofteniimes speaks after the manner of men; but this is not in the
lea:stwise'to imply a want of knowledge upon His part. "I know ail
the ·fowls of i'he mountains; and .the wild beasts of the field are mine.
If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and
the fulness ther.eaf" (Psa. l. 11, 12). In the same Psalm we read,
" Thou thoughtest that I was, altogether such an one as thyself; but
I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes."
With r.espect to the words before us, dear reader, the first idea pr,esented to us is the Apostle's O(jndition: "And now, behold, I go
bound in t4e.spiri~ unto Jerusalem." He was under weight and
pressure. He was, at the same time, the subject of an irresistible
prompting. Like his Master before him, of whom we read that" He
set His fa~e stedfastly to go -qp to Jerusalem" (Luke ix. 51), the
Apostle',s heart was firmly set upon going up' thither. There was,
however, this 'Vast difference: Jesus (because'Re was none less than the
omniscient J ehoY-ah, One with the Father and the ever-blessed Spirit)
"knew all things that should come upon Him." Because of His
essential Divinity, and because all things, past, present, and future,
stood naked and open before Him, He could at one time say, "Mine
hour .is Illot yet come; " ,at another He exclaims, " Father, the ho~r is
come: glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may ,glorify Thee." But
the Apostl~, notwithstanding the weight that was upon his heart, and
the ,deep conviction that was upon his soul, with respect to what might
be before him, was compelled to add, " not knowing the things that
shall befall me there."
This being the ,cease with the great.Apostle of the Gentiles-caned
to such service as he was on behalf of ms ,Lord and Master-how little
ground, dear reader, haye 'ice to complain if the Lord sees ~t to 'keep
us in comparative dnr.kness as to the detct'ils of the future. Remember,
moreover, that our very ignorance of what is before us makes the
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How well

greater room for the sweet and blessed operati(!}n of fetith!
does dear HA'R(J'sa:y~
" Could we see how all were right,
Where were room for credence?

I

'Tis by faith, and not by sight,
Christians learn obedience."

U po.n any other principle than this simply living and walking by jaitA,
where were the need of such a precious promise as, "I will bring the
blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that
they have not known: I will make darkness light before tltem, ,and
crooked things straight. These things will I do unto theJJ;l, and n t
forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16) ? and, "Who is a-mong you that feareth
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light P let him trust in the name of the Lord, and
stay upon his God"? (Isa. 1. 10.)
Here, we maintain, is the real test of childlike trust and confidence;
and, but for our being such blind, stupid, thankless creatures, we
should see these things illustrated in daily life, in regard to that
reposing in and upon us as parents on the part of our children. And,
mark, the greater'the simplicity, and tlie less the self-trust and co.nfidence in those children, the more their dependence upon 'us as parents.
Again, look at the lessons of trust and confidence in the husband"
upon the part of the wife. In days gone by we have travelled.
hundreds and thousands of miles, sometimes alone, but more commonly in company; yet we never remember once, in the whole of our
journeying, either wife or children asking if we had the wherewith to
meet travelling expenses. They relied, they depended, they took for
granted, that matters in this respect had been duly considered wd
provided for. And yet, alas! alas! dear reader, how often are we
virtually asking our Father, our Husband, our" Brother born for adversity,"our "Friend that loveth at all times, and who sticketh closer
than a brother," whether He has provided for the journey, the which
He lovingly and graciously constrained us to undertake, and with
respect to which He covenanted by promise and oath that He would
provide, protect, and finally bring every such traveller to the rest that
remains and the inheritance which He has secured at no less a price
than His own heart's blood.
Oh, reader, we do assure you, at the moment of writing, we take
shame and confusion of face to ourselves, as we reflect upon our own
base forgetfulness and vile distrust and ingratitude; and, as we have
sometimes told you, that Scripture, as applied to ourselves in the
particular aspect now under consideration" cuts as it were to the very
heart's 'coi'B, ,,' Is this 'thy kindness to thy Friend?" as ,much as Ito
say, " Does thy Lord and Master deserve .this at thy hl'Lnds, after such
leading, sucq ,marvellous 'in~erpal'litions, such astounding displays ,of
love and compassion; such little less than miraculous appearances
and deliverances on thy behalf; and,"-after all, to doubt, to deny, or to
call.in question that the f1.j.ture shall be as merciful and as marvellous
•
.
as the pas,t ? "
B
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Reader, an insight into the depths of iniquity of the human heart,
even in this one respect-to say nothing of other numberless aspects
of its depravity and baseness-will not only stop from proud boasting,
but will lead th~ .poor Spirit-taught soul to feel that he has not a
stone to cast at the vilest rebel that ever breathed.
Upon the ground of creature merit or worthiness (as man would
deem it) we believe that there are thousands in hell who were more
deserving of heaven than thousands who are now before the throne,
if so be heaven were attainable by man's works rather than by God's
free grace! And this shall constitute in no small degree one of the
myriad wonders of the redeemed and glorified, that they, the least
worthy, are in heaven, whilst the more worthy, upon the grollnd of
creature doings, are in hell !
Oh, how the lispings of the babes here to that glorious verity, " For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast," will
be absorbed in the grand hallelujah chorus of the full-grown men in
Christ there, as they sing in the one uninterrupted and everlastingly
triumphant song, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed us FROM:
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen."
We would consider, next, the Apostle's Conviction: " Save that the
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions
abide (or wait f01) me." It had been distinctly declared, with
respect to Paul, at his conversion, "I will shew him how great things
he must suffer for my name's sake" (Acts ix. 16). And that his own
mind was thoroughly imbued with this conviction, we learn, not only
from the statement the more immediately before us, but likewise from
what he said, in the twenty-first chapter, when "a certain prophet
named Agabus took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and
feet, and said, Thus saith the E:oly Ghost, So shall the Jews at J erusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him
into the hands of the Gentiles." Then what do we read, with regard
to the remonstrance of the people, and their beseeching the Apostle
not to go up to Jerusalem? " Then Faul answered, What mean ye
to weep and to break mine .heart? for I am ready not to be bound
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus"
(Acts xxi. 13).
Moreover, in his first epistle to the Thessalonians, and third chapter,
he writes in the same strain: "That no man should be moved by these
afflictions: for yourselves know that we a?"e appointed thereunto. For
verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should
suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know."
And remember, dear reader, that what was thus foreshown to the
Apoatle, and which helped to produce that abiding conviction that
trial and affliction awaited him in his journey onward and homeward,
is jUlt that which the Lord Himself revealed to His disciples, among
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His last words, before He suffered. He did not, in the leastwise,
deceive or mislead them. Mark His words at the close of the sixteenth chapter of John: "These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."
Although, alas! we fail to see it, what a mercy it is, nevertheless,
that our minds should be distinctly prepared and made up upon the
great fact, that it is "through much tribulation we must enter the
kingdom." How little, dear reader, are we to be trusted upon any
other ground. How we should ~buse a contrary principle. What
sad havoc we should make of any trust or assurance that our future
was to be smooth and pleasant, tranquil and congenial to the flesh.
Oh, how little would our God be sought, how little the till'one of grace
resorted to !
We would call the reader's special attention to the experience of the
Psalmist in this respect. Let him turn to the seventh chapter of the
second of Samuel, and conte~plate the revelations which were made
to David there. Notwithstanding the intensity of the admiration and.
the gratitude there expressed, how short-lived was both the one and
the other! Pass on, reader, to the eleventh chapter, and consider.
what came of David's ceasing from personal warfare, and his" tarrying still at Jerusalem." Oh, better far that the Psalmist had been
" hunted," as aforetime, "like a partridge upon the mountains," Or
engaged in deadly conflict with the enemy, than to be thrown off
his guard, and be tempted to forsake his watch-tower, because of
present ease or comfort. His indulged lust, and (in order to cover
his sin) his murderous use of the sword of the children of Ammon,
sent him limping with broken bones to the grave, and entailed upon
him that solemn demillciation, "The sword shall never depart from
thine house."
Reader, this is a most humiliating fact, and may well possess us
with the deeply-inwrought conviction that we are not to be trusted
in the paths of ease, any more than Bunyan's pilgrim could be
trusted in the downy 'meadow in place of the old beaten track. The
King's highway is the only safe place, and that is the well-tried road,
(C:$") "THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION !" That is THE RIGHT WAY
TO A CITY OF HABITATION; and this alone will correspond and
blessedly chime in with the triumphant testimony, "THESE ARE
THEY WHICH CAME OUT OF GREAT TRIHULATION."
Reader, do you wish to be a deviation from the universal rule?
Would you have yours an exceptional case? Mark you, if it is to
be exceptional here, it must be exceptional there likewise. If you
are to be" Wafted to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
Whilst others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas,"

then, by-and-bye, you must stand aloof when the question is asked,
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"What are these whioh are arraye.d in white robes? and! whenee came
they? ", f'Or it could not, under l!lUoh oiroumstanoes, be slliid of you,
"These are they whioh oame olit-of great tribulation." Ymtrs wou,ld
be a jarring note, if you attempted to unite with the heavenly choir.
You would make disoord in, heaven, and that would never do, for the.
:redeemed and glorified would have had too great a sl'lrfeit of discord
all earth to acrmit of the veriest appearanoe of it in heavell.
We, come NOW to eonsider the Apostlel s Oompeswre,: ", But none of
these things move me,_ neither ,count I my life dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with jioy, and the ministry, 'which I
have reoeived of the Lord Jesus" to testify the Go:spel of the grace of
God." What an enviable state of mind was this! How regardless
was the Apostle of self! How uttellly indifferent he as to his own
personal position and interests! His whole heart was, as it were,
absollbed in the intensity of his CO'l!l«;ern about the welfare' of Zion.
G0d and the things of God weve uppermost with him. N one could
more ferveRtly adopt the language of the captives' in Babylon than
oiid the Apostle with regard to Zion: "If I forget thee, 0, J e'rusalem,
let my right hllind forget her ounning. If I do not remember thee,
l'8t my tongue cl'eave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not J erus.alem above my chief joy" (Psa. cxxxvii. 5,6).
:Et was Paul's holy jealousy for God and tFuth that made that
truth uppermost in his heart and. to, take the lead of all other considerations. Everything was subol'dinate to the things of God.
Verily he did" seek first the kingdom of God alld His righteousness."
.And this feeling was not a mere transient or passing,thiIlg with him.
It was permanent and abiding. From the time the Lord. took him
i\llJ hand, on his way to Damascus to persecute the saints of God,
l!lt]ltil the IlOW present moment,. the interests of these saints beoame
near and dear to his heart. All other interests were secondary, and
bore no comparison whatever with these.
And his anxiety here, dear reader, was ahout the completi01!l of his
work and the termini}tion of his journey. Hence he says, "That I
may finish my course with joy." Although it had been a hied
'course, an afflioted course, a persecuted eourse, yet we know full
well it had been a settred course-a divinely-appointed, a wisely and
well-ordered course. Its close was now the all-imp0'l!tant consideration with, him; and this was identifie.EI. with the work to whioh
he had been called. Henoe he says, " And the miI'listry,. whioh I have
received of the Lotd Jesus, to testify the Gospel. of the graoe of
HEld."

,

Such .was his holy jealousy with respeot to thata.JJ-important work
to whioh he had been called, that, in writing to the Corinthians, he
says, "But I keep UNder my bI'Hi!iy" and bring it into subjeotion;
lest that by any means, wh.en I ha-vepreruohed to others, I myself
should he a castaway." His righteous concern for God and truth
was suoh that he was beoomingly concerned lest by any act of his,
his creed and his conduct should be at variance, and his testimony in
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consequence sullied, his work disapproved, and his exhortations
unheeded.
And we' are persuaded, dear reader,. tha~, in proportion as the work
of the Lord! is laid upon tIle liearts' of' His servants, the like fe-eliITg
possesses them. They have a holy, jealous regaTd for His trutn. Al'l
otheu considerations aTe of minor importance', as eonirasted: with this.
Whilst th y gratefully, admiringly, adoringly look baok upon allJ. fhe
way by whioh He has red them. And, testifying to' divine faithfulness and all-suffioienoy, they are oorrespondingly solioitous that the
like meroy should attend them even unto the end, so th.at "the topstone (of the work) should be brought ofi:' with shoutings of graoe,
15.raoe unto it." ProspeotivelY' they sing; and fervently they pray that
tIme' may confirm the fact" Grace all the wouk .s-hall crown
Throngh everlas-hng days;

I

It lays in heaven the topm0st st<me,
And well deserves the prais~."

" Finish my course!" Beloved, there is something very emphatic
here. How the artisan, or the· architect,. or the builder, or any
~ngaged in some important uud:ertakiing or enterprise, lo@k onward
and onward to the completion of th.eir work. With what sp.ecial
inteI!est do they anticipate putting the finishing stroke to.. their
labours.* What a marVlellous utterance was that of Him whQ. spake
as never man spake, " It is finished! "
But the Apostle adds, "Finish my course with Joy." Ali,. that is
something more; there is· additional blessedness in this. He- could
but at times at lea.st be the subject of real plellisure amI su,]D.ernatural
satisfaction, as he contemplated the work of th,e Lord pros]DeriDg in
his hands, when he saw the spiritually dead quickenelili, the. captives set free, and pilgrims accomplishing their journey, all m0re or
less Fecipients of true spiritaal, lasting blessing, through his i!llStru·
ment3llity. But the anticip3ltion of the completion of the work,. the
consummation, the "Well done, good and faithful se:cvant; enter
thou- i:n.to the joy of thy Lord," ah, this was blessed indeed-this
was joyous and trans-p0l'tiillg beyond human thought or concep.1JIoD!.
The Apostle was upon the very eve of this IDlessedness when' he
d'eclared to his son Timothy, ", I am nocw :retlld:y t@1 be. offered, andthe
time 0£ my departure is at h~ncl. I have f"lUght a good fight" I
have finished my course, I have kept the' faith. Henceforth thelle is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that cllliY; and not to me oniLy, hut·
unto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 6-8).
Now, every true servant of God does, in measure and degre.e, pa'lltako of this unspeakable satisfaction, the mOFe especially if by grace
" iVheu eugage.d in reprocluciil~." Dr.. Gill's Commeutn,ry," ia Ireland, we entertained
the idca that, it we lived to see its c)mpletion, lv-e would.. (the Lord permitting) seek to
carry out our life-long and.most arJent desire of visiting the Holy Lltud. However,
a!thoull'h we were permitted to comp~ete t!le work, our wished-for vIsit did not come off;
and at ou~· time of life it is most. unJil{ely to do SQ now, much as wc should delight in
such.viiit.
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and power divine he has been preserved from following any cunningly-devised fables, and, under the Spirit's gracious operations, has
been enabled to declare the truth as it is in Jesus, without contradic~
tion or compromise, and, at the same time, to maintain before his
fellow-men a consistent life, walk, and conversation. His having by
grace divine been thus preserved in and by the truth will swell the
debt of gratitude due to a covenant God, and add to the joy in the
consummation of the work to which he had been called.
" Finish my course with joy! "
What a thought, dear reader, after all the toil and turmoil-the
doubts and the fears-the dangers and the distresses! The work done!
the battle o'er! the victory gained! the strife ended! the warfare
against the world, the flesh, and the devil closed! the sword laid
down! the armour thrown off! the journey accomplished! the race
run! the voyage completed! the fair havens reached! schooling over!
the breaking up and the going home for the last time! Ah, this is
finishing the course with joy indeed!
Ah, and why, reader, should we doubt it? why fear or be dismayed ? Is not our God a God of order and of truth? Did the
Lord Himself talk of a man building a tower without first counting
. the cost, or one king going to war against another king without calculating the strength of his army, and He the Lord fail to consider
what His covenant engagements with regard to His redeemed
entailed upon Himself as to weight and responsibility-His " I will
be their God, and they shall be my people;" His covenant pledge:
" I will not turn away from them to do \them good;" and " I will
put my fear into their hearts, that they shall not depart from me"?
Oh, how cruel and how God-dishonouring is distrust and unbelief,
the more. especially when it is encouraged in spite of all that the
Lord has been and all the Lord has done, in addition to all He has
covenanted to be and to do.
Well, dear reader, upon this our entrance on another year-the
jubilee of our spiritual pilgrimage-we have been led to touch upon
the subject we have briefly had under consideration, as being at the
present time most in accordance with our own wishes and desires. If we
know our own heart, what the Apostle desired for himself, that we
desire for ourselves, even that we may" finish our course with joy,
and the ministry which we have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the Gospel of the grace of God."
As expressed in an earlier page, we may say personally that we
are completely in the dark as to our future-whether or not we shall •
see the close of the year over the threshold of which we are just
stepping. We have grave thoughts as to whether we shall do so.
We often think our pilgrimage is nearly closed, and our work wellnigh at an end. But this the Lord alone knows. " Our times 'are in
His hand." This we feel to be among our richest mercies. The
longer we live the more do we rejoice in this fact. From our inmost
heart we thank God that "the bOl,mds of om' habitation are fixed by

¥'
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Him," and that He-and He only-hath the conduct of our way;
that'" the lot is cast into the lap, and the whole disposal thereof is of
the Lord."
Into His blessed hands we fall, for life or death, for' time or eternity!
.
We have only one word to add-" Lord, let the future be as rich
in mercy, goodness, lovingkindness, and truth as the past, and to Thy
great and glorious name, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall be
eternal praise and .everlasting glory! Amen and amen.
St. L~tke'8, Bedmiilster, December 10, 1875.
THE EDITOR.

"A LITTLE WHILE!"
"For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry."HEB.

x. 37.

ONLY" a little while!" Soon He will come,
His chariot wheels will not be long,
To carry His ransomed ones safe to their home;
There to praise Him with harp and with song.
Only" a little while!" Farewell to pain!
The troubles of life we lay down.
Though living be Christ, yet dying is gain,
And the cross is exchanged for the crown.
Only" a little while!" Then ends the strife.
The soldier may put up his sword.
Now, he wrestles with Satan, the world, and with sin,
Boon, he'll rest in the joy of his Lord.
Sweet thought for the weary one burdenea with guilt,
For you the dear Saviour has room!
'Twas for such that on Calv'ry His life· blood was spilt ~
Though He tarry, yet surely He'll come.

/'

Thoug4 sometimes our sin like a cloud intervenes,
And hides our Beloved from sight.
The sun will arise, and His glorious beams
In" a little while" banish the night.
Only" a little while!" though it appear
That our time upon earth has been long.
For what with the Lord is an age or r. year?
'Tis brief as it tale or a song!
Only" a little while!" Jesus appears
As the Judge of the quick and the dead;
When the books will be opened, and loud in out' ears
The fate of all men will be read.
Only" a little while," we shall be home!
And list to the heart-stirring words,
When the sweet voice of Jesus, inviting, says," Come,
Enter into the joy of Thy Lord."

Lewisham.

A. B.
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SOVVENIRS.
A FEW OF GOLl'S ~OrrvENIRS FOR. Hrs PEOPLE.

just lift the lid of the casket, and look at one or tW0 of these
preaious souvenirs, beloved friends in Jesus. It is well that we s·houM at
all times and under all circumstances remember our deep, deep poverty;
but would it not be more honouring to our loving- Lord, and more eomfOl'ling to ourselves, if we contemplated our "riches in glory" oftener
than we do? There are "givln to us exeeed'ing great and precious
lwomises." Will you, dear reader, join us in examining only 8J few of
them? Perhaps, in so doing, instead of so frequently"· han:ging' our
harps upon the willows," gra~e may be given us to "g.o on our way
rejoieing. "
The first we will look at is of infinite worth: "All the promises in
Him (Christ) are yea, and in Him amen "-not "perhaps," nor "but,"
nor ., may be "-in this 'will of our Father's, which has been ratified, and
signed, and sealed in heaven.
Look again and again: "I will lead the blind by a WalY that they know
not. . . . I will make c1arlmesg light before them, . . . and not
forsake them." So that they shall not lose their way through ignorance,
nor the darkness that enshrouds their path, nor from the ahsence of a
, conductor, for Jesus shall be their Wisdom, theil' Light, and their Guide.
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth
on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto li'fe." Surely S0 precious a
souvenir as this should make us ashamed of our unbelief, and all future
tears should be tears of joy.
,. I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither
sball any pluck t.hem out of my hand." To the" Church in the wilderness," surrounded by dangers and enemies-"'foes withaa-t, and fears
within "-how exceedingly precious a treasure is this glorioug assurance!
Godfor us, whoever may be against us!
" I have bl-otted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud
thy sins: return unto me, for I have redeemed thee." Who could reproduce even the tiniest particle of a cloud, if God expunge it from the
heavens? Yet so really has He blottei out the sins of His people that
they shall never be reproduc@d.
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you." Strange that unbelie.f should dare ,to breathe,
in the presence of such positive assurance as this! How' obtuse must be
our heart~, and how wholly insensible to comfort, till the Holy Spirit
softens and opens!
,; And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
Glorious promise! Every son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty
shall reach home at last, to spend an eternity of sinless happiness and joy!
Here we pause, not because the store is exhausted, but lest we trench
upon allotted space.
,
And now, dear brethren and: sisters in Jesus, what shall we do with
thesfl priceless souvenirs-these pearls, ,and gems, and precious stones 7
t3hall we not ask for grace to fot'm tliem into a crown of praise" wherewith
to crown our best "Beloved and Friend" ?
Cardiff.
J. P. C.
T'ET US
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A WATOHWORD FOR THE NEW YEA.R.
" Cease ye from man, whose breath is in Ms 1'io~trils: for wherein is he to be
accounted of? "-ISA. ii. 22.

'.

i'

"MAKING manifest the savour of divine truth in every place." No
words could better describe the work which is laid upon us than these;
and for many years the Lord has put a special blessing upon our testimony. To His dear name be all the praise. But, ob, the emptines~
and insufficiency one feels as another year opens upon us! And never did
the language of Eliphaz to Job seem more appropriate to one's experience
than at the present moment. "Behold," he says, "Thou hast instructed
many, and Thou hast strengthened the weak hands. Thy words have
upholden him that was falling, and Thou hast strengthened the feeble
knees. But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee,
and thou art troubled." So it is. Brethren, pray for us, that, while
feeling our own insufficiency, the LQrd's fulness and all-suffi'ciency may
be our stay. Ah, He will not have us theoretical teachers, if we really
are to feed His flock. No, those who would make manifest the savour
of divine truth must taste and ,handle ere they give the portion to the
family.
Thus we usher in the New Year-empty, but waiting to be filled;
"faint, yet pursuing;" feeling the creature insufficient, the Lord allsufficient: and, as the plea goes upward to the throne of grace, "Lord,
give us at this time a New Year's portion for oneself and for those of
Thy family who meet with us in monthly thought and commlinion," the
reply oV.er the porch of the New Year which has laden us with import
is, "Oease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is
he to be accounted of?" We feel we should have liked some bright
promise, but the Lord wills it otherwise. May we search into this
matter, and pen what He would have us pen, leaving results with
Him.
And, first, we will inquire what these words do not mean. They do
not mean that we are entirely to "cease from man" in our varied walks
in life. This would be impossible, even though the unscriptural extreme
is run into, of shutting oneself up in' a monastery or nunnery. Such a
'course is diametrically opposed to the teaching of Ohrist and His disciples. See where Ohrist was found when He trod this earth of ours. A
Guest at the marriage in Oana, working a miracle in their midst;
stopping the funeral of a widow's son; sitting beside a well in converse
with a Samaritan woman; now on the seashore, then in the <forn-fields;
teaching in the synagogues; preaching from a ship to the multitude
collected on the beach; wending His way to the abode of the loved ones
in Bethany; now sitting at meat in the Pharisee's house, then feeding
the multitude who had followed Him illto the wilderness; now sur.
rounded by scribes and Pharisees, then breaking bread with His
disciples. And thus He mixed with all classes of society.'
Then, again, our passage does not mean that we are to cease from
Ohristian men. Oh, no; there never was a time when there was a
greater need fm' the true followers of Jesus to be knit togetlier in love;
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and we should like to enter the unfolding year with the determination,
by God's grace, to love as brethren more and more, ancl not throughout
the year to say one unkind word of a fellow-Ohristian. Oh, put a watch
on our lips, dear Lord, and keep the door of oUt' mouth!
"Be anger far removed,
And selfish views forgot;
While holy love inflames each breast,
And dictates ev'ry thought."
We would say, then, upon this point, in the language of the Scriptures
(Prayer Book version, Psa, xv. 4), "Make rmwh of tlwm that fear the Lord."
And then the injunction to " cease from man" does not mean what
the Douay version renders it, namely, "Oease ye, therefore, from the
Man (that is Ohrist), whose breath is in His nostrils: for He is reputed
high." This is another proof of the falseness of that version of the
Scriptures, and increases OUt' wonder that a society like the British and
Foreign Bible Society should circulate it; for by what possible means
Ohristians can reconcile the principle of "doing evil that good may
come" we cannot understand; besides which the Holy Spirit, as " the
Spz'rit of Truth," never can be associated wit4 error; and the instance
before us is one among many which could be given of the attempt on
the part of the Roman Oatholics to dethrone Ohrist. Now, we affirm
this is not the meaning of our passage; nay, the very contrat·y is
taught.
And now we may inquire what our passage, "Oease ye from man,"
does mean, and the expression implies, "Let it alone!" Now, we know,
with reglu:d to trials, that"Crosses and chal!ges are our lot,
Long as we SOjourn here;

IBut.Whatsinceha.vethe the samtschanges
to fear?
Savio~r

no~,

and that, in relation to such crosses and changes, we cannot" let them
{{.lone," for they will not let us alone. Paul wanted them to let him
alone when he besought the Lord thrice that the thorn in the flesh
might depart from him; but God's reply was, "My grace is sufficient
for thee." And so it is with many a trial-it, will not let us alone, it
clings to us with ordained tenacity, and it seems we must bear it. But
the "ceasing" before us, or letting it alone, does not refer to trials, but to
man: "Oease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils." And the
question now comes, From what man are we to cease? A careful survey
of the context shows us that the 'primary reference is to the Man of Sin:
"The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men
shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day."
And who is the ~'l.n of "lofty looks" and "proud spirit" but the one
above all others who arrogates to himself a prerogative and a power
:which the Almighty alone possesses? "The shew of his countenance
cloth witness against him." 0 England! beloved England! cease ye
from the Man of Sin. Let the Papacy alone, as unworthy of the notice
of a Protestant nation.
In this sense we would "cease from man, whose breath is in his·
nostrils."
•
But, to view the injunction as demanding on the part of the Ohristian.
a practical ceasing from man, we may look at it from the following
points:'
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1. Oease from trusting in man. Those whom the prophet addressed had
been accustomed to put their trust in man, whose silver and gold was
plenteous, and their houses and their chariots numerous; but they faired
them. Ah, disappointment mostly attends the knowledge of men, even
Christian men from whom we have expected much. Failings and infirmities mark the best of them. Communion with the saints. is one of the
precious· things or" life. We trust we are fully alive to its value and
comfort. The desire for it is an evidence of the new life, which is the
work of the Spirit. Still, if we expect too much from it, we shall be
disappointed. " It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidenco
in man. It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in
princes." What a bitter cup Joshua had to drink through trusting in
man! He sent men to Ai to view the country, and they returned, tellinO'
him that a handful of men could smite the lot; but what was the result
of this creature boasting r They did go up, but fled before the men of
Ai, and" the hearts of the people melted and became as water." The fact
is the children of Israel had sinned, and transgressed God's covenant, and
sin yielded to always brings felt weakness. A handful of God-fearing men,
strong in the strength of the God of Israel, may do wonders, but their
trust must be in the Lord, and not in man.
Again.
Il. Cease from trembling at man. "For the fear of man bringeth a
snare." Now, there is no doubt that many a Ohristian is often in such
circumstances as to experience a trembling before men, who have power,
apparently, to crush, or otherwise mar, his temporal welfare, al!d in some
cases his spiritual progress; but he may reflect that they are in the
hands of God. Oircumstances looked alarming in the case of David
when Saul in his wrath cast a javelin at him; and, whatever fear David
may have felt, the fear was also on the other side, for " Saul was afraid
of David, because the Lord was with him." Ah, there is a secret something about the child of God which causes the enemy to stagger! . We
have known men in power hate the Christian because of his religion
and yet somehow they seem withheld from putting the power they
possess into operation against them. The fact is, they are restrained by
the Most High, who has declared, "No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper" (Isa.liv. 17). Oh, then, trembling child of God, you
are· safe in the hands of your God. Be not afraid of what man can do
unto you. How striking are the words of the Scriptures to the point:
"Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid; be not
afraid of him, saith the Lord: for I am with you to save you, and to
. deliver you from his hand" (Jer. xlii. 11, 12). Cease, then, from
trembling at man, however formidable he may appear. The Lord is
looking on, Bud controlling all for His child's good; and the mightieit
man is only as a moth before Him, "who doeth as seemeth Him good
in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth."
FurthermoreIll. Cease from drifting into tIle worldly expedienoy Wltioll the ung0alv
practise. especially in the times in which we live. Those whose lot is
cast amidst the business of everyday life, and who have to struggle hard
fOi' the bread whiqh perisheth, with perhaps many, humanly speaking,
dependent upon them, will know what we mean here. This is a day crf
fastness, deception, and vain show, and the anxiety of the Christian who
is deeply engaged in commercial life will be how to live soberly and

14

The Gospel M.agazilZe.

act uprightly in this present evil day. May the Lord enable us to write
wisely 'Upon this poi'nt; we feel its importance.
Now, that trade is ordained and sanctioned by :God,· there can be no
• doubt, and that there is nothing inconsistent in nations or individuals
becoming wealthy is equally clear. The great point is, that the means taken
must 1>e strictly in accordance with truth and integrity; and we do think
that the Word of God will prove our best guide on this as well as every
other matter. "What saith the Scripture?" "Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in mEiteyard, in weight, or in measure. Just balances,
just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin shall ye have, saith the L(m'l,
who broaght you out of the land of Egypt." However sweet the bread
of deceit may seem to a man, "afterwards his mouth shall be filled with
gravel; " and again and again do we see in the course of one's experience this verified. Still, there may be just weights and measures given,
and no deceit practised on these points; and yet is the push of the age in
buying and selling conaistent wit!. rJ!w profession of the 'Christian? The
Word'of God comes again to our ard. 'The Lord tells us that in the act
of getting gain greedily we forget Him (Ezek. xxii. 12). Now, if iu
the act we do hide Him, and wish the Lord wou1d not be looking on,0Ul'
conscience, that faithful monitor, at once tells us that it is a wrong. It
may be said, "It is naught, it is naught;" but, if we feel in our hearts
a boasting that we have outwitted our fellow, and if we dare not
" spread it before the Lord," we may be pretty certain that such is to be
condemned and avoided. " Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but
wait on the LOl'd, and He shall save thee."
We know the difficulty of such a course, especially for young men in
large establishments, where the heads thereof" care for none of these
things." Still, such should pray for grace to uphold them; and we 'may
depend upon it that in the long run that precious assurance will prove
th9 best-It Them that honour me I will honour."
Nor need we limit our determination to matters of commercial' life,
The same will apply -to all the circumstanoes we meet with.
What a precious 'instance of this "ceasing from man" and unflinching
standing to the truth we have in the case of Mioaiah. Ahab's messengers
bade him to declare good to the two kings, just as the false prophets had
done with one assent. But mark his holy determination: , " And Mioaiah
said, As the Lord liveth, even what my God saith, that will I speak;"
and, although the consequence of his outspokenness was, "Put this fellow
in prison," the Lord sustained him. Oh, put the child of God where you
will, his 'God is with him; put him into a pit where no water is, and his
God will sustain him; put him into the fiery furnace, a~d Jesus will be
by him; put him into a dungeon where he sinks in the mire, and still
the arms of almighty strength are underneath him; put him into a den
of lions, and his God is there to shut their mouths. Child of God,
wherever you 'are PUT, the Lord is near 'you. We think of Him as omnipotent in majesty, but we should do well to take courage from the fact
that He is omnipresent in. mercy also-ever "near, ever sustaining, ever
delivering ·His children from danger. A knowledge of this made David
say, "I will not fear what man can do unto me."
And then another precious instance of this" ceasing from man," and
unflinchingly standing to the truth, is that of the Apostle Paul. When
" the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smi1;e
him on the mouth, Paul said to him, God shall emite thee, thou whited

.f
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wall." True he was taken by force unto the castle for his boldness, but
the night following "the Lord stood by him, and s9-id, Be of good
cheer." .oh, beloved, we may depend upon it the Lord will honour them
that honour Him.
.
But to proceed.
rv. Cease from telling .of man. As writers let us tell less of man and
more of the Master: Of what interest are the little details of one's life to
the Church of Christ-what one did or said? Memoirs which extol the
creature are dishonouring to God, diaries which tell of creature doings
are as so much waste paper, and articles which savour of man are unprofitable. We should ever recollect our business, as the Lord's own, 'is
to "make manifest the savour of divine truth in every place." "The
minister of God should preach the Word; the teacher should teach the
Word; the writer should write of the Word. Only let it be the uncorruptible Word, and it never shall J.1eturn to Him void. We are simply to
scatter the seed, and let the Lord of the harvest gather His own fruit in
His own time.
But againV. Cease fr'om talking of man in the way of conversation. It is wonderful how rapidly, when even Christians get together, the conversation
drifts to personalities about neighbours or friends, of ourselves and our
doings. Oh, if analyzed, how little there is of Christ in our conversation! How different it was when Jesus broke in upon His disciples on
their way to Emmaus. Their talk hacl been all of Jesus ,and the things
which had happened concerning Him; and when He made the third,
and afterwards revealed Himself to them, they could say, "Did not our
heart burn within us while He talked with us by the way, and while He
opened to us the Scriptures?" ,Jesus will not· make the third whell
Christians meet to talk of the little trifles of time; but, when the manner
of conversation is Godward and Christward, He will break in upon us.
"l being in the way," said Abraham's servant, ".the Lord met me."
And then, above allVI. Cease from that man-self. Ab, and this is the most difficult man to
cease from, for we carry him about with us wherever we go. He turns
up at every corner, constantly striving to get the mastery over us, as
urged on by the father of lies. Self is one of the strongest agents Satan
employs, and he brings him to the front at every opportunity, and puffs
him'up, making him think himself something when he is nothing, tells
of his fancied inherent goodness and the great things he can accomplish,
and makes him satisfied with the great I. It is a good sign when
self is distrnsted and humility and felt unworthiness are manifested. To
our mind. this matter is very strikingly set forth in our Lord's illustration
of the Pharisee and publican. "Two men went up into the temple to
pray, the one a Pharisee, aud the other a publican; the Pharisee stood(mark his self-confidence)-stood and prayed thus WITH HIMSELl!', God,
I thank Thee that I am not as other men are," &c. (" I do this and
the other "); and so creature boasting runs through all his utterances.
But" the publican stood afar off, and would not lift up so much as his
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast (as much as to say, 'Ah,
there within I am conscious of all uncleanness and unholiness'), saying,
God, be merciful to me, a sinn~r." "l tell you," saith the Lord, "this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every
one that oXlllteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself
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shall be exalted." Oh, for more of this lowliness of mind! The richest
saints are the most humble. Boughs laden with fruit hang lowest.
Thus we have seen what, in an experimental point of view, we consider
this expression means; namely, a practical ceasing from trusting in man,
from trembling at man, from drifting into worldly expediencies as
practised by the ungodly, from telling of man, and thinking highly of
that man-self. This is in some measure" ceasing" from him.
And now, on the other hand, we would say, never cease from Christ;
nay, you cannot if you are a child of God. He is the one thing needful
to your soul. Ah, can we not say it is our uppermost desire to know
more of Him? And what a melting of heart is felt when the Spirit
reveals Jesus to us in the tenderness. of His love as One sympathizing
with us in all our trials; and how it cheers us to be told of the indissoluble
oneness which exists between Christ and His Church; and of how truly
He cares for the very lowest and least of His members.
While thinking of the future, and of our need of fresh unfoldings,
the following expression has dropped with that unction of the Spirit we
love to cherish: "The Dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give
light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace." Oh, for light in the horizon of everyday
life to cheer us onward! and may He who visited this earth visit us in
personal experience as our experimental Dayspring-.
We need Him
every day breaking in upon us, giving us, at all eV8nts, some little
light.
Precious Lo"rd, may we learn more of Thee, and realize what Paul
desired from his prison might be the experience of his brethren in
Christ, namely, that they might:, speaking the truth in love, "grow up
into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ." Oh, how
empty and vain is everything short of this! Time is speeding, friends
are passing away, change upon change marks the steps of one's
chequered career; but Jesus abides faithful, and will be with us to the
end. May we gain daily an increased knowledge of Him; may the
weighty matter be with us-". What know I of Christ?" and may the
clinging and the living be closer to Him.
Oh, shall we not, deal' reader, at the opening of another year, declare,
by God's helpI
"Our Jesus shall be still our tbeme We'll sing onr Jesn's lovely name
While in this world we stay;
When all things else decay"?

I

Yes, friends, Jesus is the theme for us; and permit me to say to the
correspondents of this Magazine, write ?nucl. of .Him; never mind the
little things of life, and personal matters that can -be no food for the
family; write when you have something to write, of Him. When you
have seen the King in His beauty, when you have realized courtly
favour, when you have received a message from the Lord, when you
have gained a fresh unfolding of Jesus, at such times withhold it not-it is miserly to eat thy" loaf" alone; share it with thy brethren. Jesus
brake and gave it to His disciples; cannot you give a portion to the
hungry?
We would affectionately stir up those to "hom the Lord has given
ability, that our monthly board may be laden with such good things as
will alone satisfy the craving of heaven-born souls,
And then, while addressing a few words to correspondents, we would

I
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add, we do think that the more we keep to the simplicity of the truth,
the more profit we gain. How in everyday matters we meet with
there is so mUQh that is superfluous and e:x:traneous. Just as in our
courts of law, for instance, the case seems in a nutshell, and yet it
becomes clothed with verbiage, and made to app.ear surrounded by legal
difficulties; but,when all this dust of conflict is cleared away, and the judge
brings the case back to the truth, how simple it is: so with regard to
the Gos~el; ho'iy simple, graciously and preciously ~o, ~s before ~od
and one s own s~ul sinner and SavlOur! Man clothes It WIth contentlOn;
but take the Cb.ri~tian on the death-bed, and then how cast aside is
everything extri\neous, and the dealing is direct with God and the soul.
May we in f\lture bear this simplicity in mind, and deal with the
reality of the GOspel as it bears upon the sinner's need. "Scisms" and
"isms" will be unknown in heaven, and we have far too much of them
here below.
" Cease ye frOm man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is
he to be accounted of? "
Ah! and to eI\able us to do so in the various ways we have mentioned,
and to cling clOSer to the LorJ Jesus Christ, is a matter we cannot attain
to of ourselves. It must be the work of the Spirit of God. Yes, to
cease from a thing which has gained a mastery over us must be the
work of a. higher power than we possess. Indeed, as years loll on in
the expenence 0:( the Christian, metbinks his felt need of the power of
the Spirit increalSes, and we cannot too often dwell and insist upon the
personality, power, and indwelling of the Holy Ghost, arid the deep
need for His sealing and anointing; for verily, in and of ourselves,
what are we but sinfulness and emptiness?
Well, now, Wf'\ crave the blessings He can and will bestow, and desire
at the opening ot the year to feel the Spirit's power and presence, as
well as ~o be encCluraged by the fact that such is promised to us throughout the Journey <:If life.
Oh, come, Tlw't(, Spirit of glory and of God (1 Peter iv. 14), and visit
us; and, as all the fulness of the Godhead dwelleth in Christ, enable us
by faith to draw out of that fulness to the good of our souIA.
Oh, cdme, Thou Source of all wisdom (1 Cor. xii. 8), and graut unto
us those gifts which Thou knowest we have need of.
. Oh, come,. Th<:lu Sovereign IJisposer of all things (Dan. iv. 35), and
direct us amIdst life's cares and make us to feel that where Thou leadest
all must be well.
'
gh, come,. T!:Iou Author· of tlw new birth (John iii. 5, 6), and
qUIcken that hfe which Thou hast created and cause us to be lively in.
divine things.
'
Oh, come, ~hou Inspirer and Teacher of tlw sacred Word (2 Tim. iii. 16),
and unfold HIm Who is the sum and substance of the Word, that future·
days may be marlted by much growth in grace and the knowledge of Him.
And then, bef?re we lay down the pen at this time, we must not omit.
to note the C~OSI.l:lg expressions in our passage: "Cease ye from man,
whose breath ~8 ~.'i't his nostrils: for wlwrein is he to be accounted of?"
~' W~ose breath Is in his nostrils," which seems to imply, whose breath
IS quwkly stopped. Ah and it is so' in a moment the brittle thread of
life IJ;lay ha cut, l:tnd, ~s Dr. W atts ~iDgs"Strange tbat a barp of thonsand strings
Should keep in tune RO long! "
c
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And, dear reader, the solemn thought comes up before us, What if our
br.eath should be stopped in the course of this year, and we should never
live to see its close'! "Who can tell what a day may bring forth?"
"' Man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and
where is he?" Oh, to be ready! Oh, to be resting our all on Christ!
And then the other expression in our passage, " Wherein is lie (man) to
lie aeenmtea of?" or what value can you set upon him when man is
" altogether vanity" ? And particularly does the force of this expression
come up when we survey his lifeless form in df1ath, and feel that "they
shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them." Ah,
indeed, with such a humiliating picture before us, wherein is man to be
accounted of? Man, if not found in Christ, has nothing to glory in;
but if in Christ i~ little matters what becomes of the poor body. Then,
and then only, is he accounted something, and a very precious something
too, namely, a sinner saved by sovereign grace. Oh, that we may have
lowly views of the creature and lofty views of the Creator! May we feel
our emptiness and His exaltation; our impotency and His omnipotency.
So may our glorying not be in man, but in the Lord.
Dear reader, what think you, then, of our watchword for the New
Year? It is not meant for worldlings, for they do not intend to " cease
from man;" but it is for Zion's sons and daughters. Say,· is it not a
needful one? May the Lord give you ana me grace to enable us to do
so; and, if spared, may the unfolding year be marked by an experimental decrease of the man who perisheth, and increase of the knowledge
of Him who liveth and abideth for ever.
I take Thy hand, dear Father, trembling, ltis true; butoh! lead on,
and cause reader and writer to live in daily watchfulness for the summons, "Come up higher." Then shall we cease from everything but
Jesus, and never cease from singing, "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to
receive glory, and honour, and power, for ever and ever. Ame~."

nerby.

G. C.

INDESTRUCTIBILITY OF THE BOOK OF BOOKs.-Four thousand years this
'volume has withstood not only the iron tooth of time, but all the physical
and intellectual strength of man. Pretended friends have endeavoured
to corrupt and betray it; kings and prince~ have persever~ngly sought
to banish it froin the world; the civil and military powers of the greatest
·empires of the world have been leagued for its destruction; the fires of
perser.:ution have been lighted to consume it and its friends together;
.and at many seasons death, in its most horrid forms, has been the almost
·certain consequence of affording it an asylum :from the fury of its
enemi~s. Though it has been ridiculed more bitterly, misrepresented
more grossly, opposed more rancorously, and burnt more frequep.tly than
any otber book, and perhaps than all other books united, it is so far
from sinking under the efforts of its enemies that the probability of its
surviving until the final consummation of all things is now much greater
than ever. The rain has descended, the floods have come, the storm has
.a;risen, anel beat upon it; but it fell not, for it was founded upon a rock.
Like the bUl'lling bush, it has been in the flames, yet it is still uncon·sumed; a sufficient proof, were there no other, that He who spake from
the bush is the Author of the Bible.-nr. Petyson.
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HOMEWARD BOUND.
this meets the eye of the reader, we shall have passed another
milestone in life's little journey: the past year-its trials, its difficulties,
its pleasures, its hopes-passed away for ever. But the progress of time
accomplishes this fact for every soul of man-they are one year neal'er
home. This is a blessed tl~ought to a believer establis'hell in a fuU
assurance that through grace Jesus has gone to prepare a place for him,
and, where Jesus is, there he shall surely be. But it carries with this
fact an awful truth to the unbeliever-that he, too, is nearer home j for,
"as the tree falls, so 'it will lie."
" He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous,
let him be righteous still j and he that is holy, let him be holy still."
These words announce the solemn truth that all have their home, and
into it they enter when they die, So that the broad fact lies before m
that every creature lives for his final home, and, when death comes, he
goes "to his own place," his "own company." He is emphatically
" gathered to his fathers," godly or ungodly. The character and spirit of
ancient idolaters we have marked out by the prophet Jeremiah in these
descriptive words: "Whom they have loved, and whom they have served,
and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and
whom they have worshipped." This fitly describes the whole human
family who are living while here for their final home. By the change of
the object worshipped, we may trace in these words the religion of
saints as well as of sinners, the children of God and the seed of Satan.
The election who obtain grace, and the rest who are blinded, all alike
live for their final home j and the character of the religion of each,
whether truth or error, may be defined by these words of the prophet.
The grand drift of Satan in the present day is to get rid of the boundary'
lines that mark the separation between the Church of God and the world,'
between truth and error, between false peace and the Spirit's peace, and
so to mix up and unite together opposite elements that they may produce
quietude in the minds of all upon this important point- Whe1'e shalt I live
whm I die? All sorts of means are employed by Satan to lull souls to
sleep, and keep them in false and fatal security. One especially prevalent now in the churches is the absence of distinctive truths in the
pulpits. Doctrine is considered as a bone of contention only, and to
preserve peace universal charity keeps it out of sight altogether. The
Apostle Paul, in his admonitions to Timothy, forewarns him of coming
times, when" men will not endure sound doctrine." He counsels him to
speak things that "become sound doctrine," and he reproves vicious
practices as "contrary to sound doctrine." Godly servants are admonished to walk in obedience to their Master, " that the name of God
and His doctrine be not blasphemed." The Apostle charges Timothy
thus: "'rake heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine." "Give attendance
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine." "Exhort with alllongsuffering
and doctrine." "Speak things that become sound doctrine." "Preach the
Word, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and doctrine."
And of the authority to do this, he declares, "All Scripture is given by
c 2
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inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness."
The fear of giving offence and producing strife and contention may
account for the timidity of some who withhold the doctrines which our
Lord preached and the apostles proclaimed. The Word abounds with
exhortations to fidelity to 'the truth, as declared by God in His Word,
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear; and the" views,"
as truth is designated in the present day, that are denounced as uncharitable, bigoted, one-sided, exclusive, narrow -minded, are held up in
the Word of God as the only way to heaven-not, it may be, to the full
assurance of understanding to many of God's elect, but it is the
foundation upon which they stand, whether they know it or not, whether
they are clear or confused upon the matter. For the Gospelfact is, "By
grane are ye saved through f,aith, and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God." Thifil, in brief, comprehends the doctrines of grace. The
Scriptures are express upon this. point--the importance of doctrine-and
there is a warning word for those who are led away" by every wind of
doctrine." The Apostle, who is termed the "loving disciple" by the advocates of universal charity, shows no tenderness to those who deny the
truth as it is connected with the person and work of Christ. He tells the
elect,. lady, "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed." And
again he declares decisively, "Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God." Is there less importanr:e in
doctrine at the present time than there was in the Apostle's day? Is
there less cause to show to the family of God the foundation of their
mercies, in setting forth the doctrines whereon these mercies are built?
We trow not. Declension in doctrine is sooner or later manifested by
declension in practice, and the mixture of the Church and the world il'! to
be ascribed to the mL'">:ed Gospel of the day. The 'suppression of true
doctrine, and the proclamation of error, is now the universal refuge of
dead professors, carnal worshippers, and sensational religionists. But
there is a remnant, according to the election of grace, to whom the Lord
will give pastors after His own heart. " He will feed them in their
desolate places." And of them it is said, "Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand doctrine? Them that are
weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breast." And for those who
are ignorant and out of the way the promise runs, "They also that
erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured ehall
learn doctrine."
But the Lord's people, to whom the doctrines of grace have been
experimentally revealed, must expect the same results which Scripture
records as invariably belonging to truth, namely, the enmity of Satan and
the opposition of the world. From the days of Abel downwal'd it has
been the same; and, when the God of truth in human form preached the
truth, it only proved the same fact. The religion of the day that suits
the multitude has this password-V?~~ver8al, and it suits the devil well,
as thereby souls are lulled into fatal security; but the password of the
Church is-Revelation. "'rhis is the work of God, that ye believe," and
the subjects of this work know something of a personal religion
wrought on the sinner, which is the issue of a limited love in the heart
'Jf their Redeemer (Psa. cxxxvi.).
One year nearer home may well remind the saints of the words of the
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Apostle: "Brethren, the time is short: it remaineth that they that wept
Le as though they wept not, and they that rejoiced as though' they
rejoiced not, and they that buy as though they possessed not; and they
that use this world as not abusing it."
Then" let us do good uuto all
men, especially to the household of faith;" let us seek to spread and
circulate the pure truth of God; let us maintain the cause of God by
liberality if in a position so to do, and by self-denial if straitened in
means; let us not be ashamed to take up the cross, which adherence
to the doctrines of grace unfailingly brings; let us " contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered unto the saints;" and let us each in Oill'
lowly path endeavour to " adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, and
walk worthy of the vocation whereby we are called."

\

,
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" I HAVE MANY PRECIOUS HOURS WITH JESUS!"
Tuesday, October 26th, 1875.-1 was asked to go and see one of my
congregation who was dying of dropsy and heart disease. I found her
propped. up in her chair, and a smile of peculiar satisfaction came over
her as I entered her little parlour.
How supernatural is the tie that exists between the members of the
household of faith! I bad only a few minutes before parted with an
aged pil~rim, who joined me whilst walking through a neighbouring
street, with whom it has often been my privilege to commune upon the
one great theme, as on previous occasions we had thus casually met. He
stated that a day or two before he had been listening to a preacher,who said
that his old self" had been dead and buried for' years." Both my friend and
I agreed that we, at our advanced age, found it very different. " My testimony on the previous Sabbath," I remarked, "was in total opposition to
any such unscriptural views, for I had said, when appealing to my
hearers, 'If you don't know, in common with the Apostle, what it is to
"groan, being burdened," day by day and hour by hour, I would not
give much for your religion.' "
"I thought," said the sick one, "how much I should like to see you
once more before I go." She then spoke in the calmest possible way of
her being taken-yea, in terms which to the mere passing observer
would seem as though 'she were speaking of simply removing to another
house or place for a little season.
She then said that a physician had seen her a few days before, who
stated that he would prescribe for her that which would give her a little
relief, "but that her heart was in such a state that she could not
possibly last long.
•
When :first apprized of this, she said, "How can I give up my
husband? how ca~ I give up ,the world? Although I have no little
ones to leave behmd, my husband and I have loved each other very
much-just like children-and he feels it very hard to part with me. But
I fell upon my knees and prayed."
She then testified how the Lord, in answer to prayer, took' all the
weight away.
"I feel," she added, "that my husband will soon follow me. I see
signs of it," she said, speaking of indications of consumption.
She spoke of the home she and her husband had found at St. Luke's;
how they had fed undor the preached Word.
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"Can you remember any portion in particular." I aske<1, "under
which you were blessed?"
"You preached," she replied, "from the words, 'GOD IS LOVE!'
some years ago."
By reference to my Bible" I find it was on the 27th August, 1868.
Oh, how I felt rebuked when she told me this, recollecting as I did
how common it is with me, Sabbath after Sabbath, and week after week,
mentally to exclaim, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom is
the arm of the Lord revealed?" And since the past Sunday I had been
so harassed with these feelings. And here was one who, with her
husband, had been sitting under the Word, and feasting upon its precious
properties, for seven years, of whom I had not the slightest knowledge
whatever, residing as they dn in another parish. Thus one is reminded
of how little one knows where the Lord may be applying the ,:I[ord.
Hel' hymn-book (Dr. Snepp's "Hymns of Grace and Glory") lay
open before her. She said she had just been reading the hymn,
,. I need Thee, precious Jesus!"
Her Bible likewise lay open
before her, upon the eighth chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the
Romans. I took it up, and read from the twenty-eighth verse t<>
the close, reminding her, in keeping with the portion, "GOD IS LOVE,"
that had been so blessed to her, that the promise was that none of
the many things there named should separate from the love of Godnot simply from God Himself, but from" the LOVE of God, which was in
Christ Jesus our I,ord." It gave one, moreover, the opportunity of
testifying that, in spite of our mere creature view of things, or our poor
fallen fleshly feelings, the Lord's every movement, with respect to His
every child, in all the varied details of their daily life, throughout
their time-state, was in lo,ve !-LOVE !
She then spoke with tears of the very tender, gentle, gracious way in
which the Lord had dealt with her.
As she spoke, at the same time contemplating her extreme weak,
prostrate condition, under the twofold ailment of dropsy and heart
disease, propped or pillowed up, never able to lie down, night nor day,
I thought, "What a reality! What a living proof of divine power L
What a practical illustration of 'My grace is sufficient for thee; my
strength is made pedect in weakness.' "
Knowing personally very much of what sleeplessness is, I asked, "D<>
the nights seem long?" She replied, "When I first go to bed wearied,
I fall into a deep sleep, and then I wake; but," she added, with a smile,
" I HAVE MANY PRECIOUS HOURS WITH JESUS! "
It was a sweet l'emark, and came-home with blessed soothing power
to my wul. I could not refrain from weeping, as I listened to and gazed
upon this precious £ruit of divine grace and power; and I could not help
commenting upon the great and glorious fact, that if Jesus '1:Je precious
down here in thj wilderness, amid all the wretchedness and ruin of sin
and misery, wliat will it be by-and-bye, when "delivered from the:
burden of the flesh," and we shall see Him as He is? Well might we
sing, "But what will it be to be there?" when God, with His own hand,
shall" wipe away all tears from off all faces." And the 'words of Dr.
WATTS came to my mind, as on ono occasion ropeated with so much
emphasis by a dear aged oneH There shall I see His face,
There, from the rivers of His grace,
And nevel', neVe1' sin;
Drink endless pleasures in."
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Sha spoke, too, of her dear father, who, during the latter part of his
life, had been deprived of his sight, and whom the Lord had called home
about twelve months since. He had two sons, for whose conversion he
had earnestly prayed. She added, with much feeling, that, although at
present there was no proof of his prayers having been heard, yet she
could not think that those prayers had been offered in vain.
She spoke, too, of a trial that she and her husband had had mutually
~o bear for a whole year-and it was a great triai, too-he having been
III want of a situation the whule of that time, but she spoke with gratitude of the Lord's having since appeared on their behalf. .
.
I withdrew from that sick but hallowtld room with a feeling that I
should love to I'etire into some quiet spot, and there weep before the
Lord, in adoring wonder, love, and praise, in that He should, in spite of
all one's fears to the contrary, in any small measure or degree make use
of one's poor and feeble labours in His vineyard.
Moreover, I am increasingly convinced of the truth of the promise;
" For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it."
D.

HEARING AND HAVING.
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, anJ believeth on
Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, ancl shall not come into condemnation;
but is passecl from death 'unto life."-Jmlli v. 24.
WHEN our blessed Lord introduced a statement with a double "Verily"
-i.e., a double "Amen"-it was not to make His words any more true, or
sure, or worthy of confidence, but rather to 'assure us of the importance
of the statement, and of the certainty of its accomplishment. The bare,
naked word of the living and true Witness is as good as His oath. Yet,
since among men "an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife,
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, confinned it by an oath;" and so here Ohrist
speaks in this solemn manner, under the form of an oath, not only to
show the greatness of the subject He speaks of, but even more to excite
the assured faith of such as have ears to hear, and to make them know
how much His heart is set upon the work of raising souls that are
spiritually dead to new and spiritual life.
Oh, that this may be a resurrection time for some dead souls, a quickening hour for living souls that have fallen into a dead frame! And
this will be the case if you heal' not merely with the outward ear, but
with .the heart; not merely the voice of the preacher, but the voice of
the Son of God; for it is written immediately after the text-and, mark,
the words are Ohrist's own, and introduced like the words of our text by
a double "Verily"-" Verily, verily, I say unto you, 'fhe hour is coming,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of G .'d, and
they that hear shall live."
In the text there are three things to be noticed.
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I. The hearing by which faith comes.
Il. The faith which cometh by hearing'.
Ill. The blessings which come by believing. These are many.
Three of them are mentioned here1. A present possession: "He that believeth hath everlasting life."
2. A perfect absolution: "He shall not come into condemnation."
3. A glorious transition: "He is passed from death un!o life."
Notice, first, l'he lwaring by wMch faith comes. " He that heareth my
word," that is, Ohrist's word; what is called in Ephes. i. 13 "the word
01 truth, the Gospel of your salvation. It is the Word of God. Ohrist
is God. Hence, in the next verse, He rises from this milder phrase,
"He that heareth my word," to that grander expression about hearing
the voice of the Son of God. This voice carries with it a divine resurrection power, and, consequently, when it speaks to those who are spiritually
dead, it raises them out of that condition, and gives them life-a new,
spiritual, heavenly life-which they can never, never lose. Oh, this
voice of the Son of God can make a way for itself into the heart of the
stoutest rebel that ever lived. It opens it, it overcomes its unwillingness,
it melts its hardness by the power of love. It tells of grace, mercy,
salvation for the greatest sinner that hears the Gospel. The life-gi-ying
voice of the Son of God is a voice of pardon to guilty sinners. It says
to them, "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions." It is
a voice of healing to diseased sinners. It says to them, "I am the Lord
that healeth thee." It is a voice of salvation to lost sinners. It tells
them that He came "to seek and to save that which was lost." It is a
voice of cleansing to polluted, unclean sinners. It bids them wash in
the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, and be clean. It is the
voice of a wonderful Friend, of a matchless.Lover, speaking to woo and
to win the hearts that sin and folly have estranged from God. " Blessed
are the people that know the joyful sound. They shall walk, 0 Lord, in
the light of Thy countenance."
But so to hear the voice and-word of the Son of God must be something more than to hear with the outward ears the grace and truth
. which came by Jesus Ohrist, to which this blessed Book bears testimony,
and which all its faithful preachers proclaim. For, oh, what multitudes
there are always hearing., always in this way learning, but never coming
to the knowledge of the truth! Dead they are when they begin to hear,
and dead they continue to be. But Ohrist speaks of a hearing of which
the result is a passing from death unto life. Both this hearing, and the
life to which it leads, are the secret effects of divine power. The Lord
speaks as He did to Isaiah, "with a strong hand," with an irresistible
force, making the voice to be heard.in the very centre of the sinner's
soul.
What is spoken only to the ear dies in the ear, but the still small
voice of the divine Spirit enters into the heart. The Apostle Paul notices
this difference more than once in the first epistle to the Thessalonians:
"For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power,
and in the .Holy Ghost, and in much assurance" (i. 5). And again:
" When ye read the worry. of God, which ye heard of us, ye read it not
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe" (ii. 13). The same word
is heard by others, but not with the same power and efficacy. It is only
when the power of the Holy Ghost attends the reading of the Word, or
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goes along with the voice of him that preachethit, that it has a quickeni~g effect. Till then the Word has no saving, life-imparting power.
People have eyes, but see not, and ears, but hear not. Yea, the Gospel
is to them the savour of death, not of life.
Some one may say, "If this be the case of the sinner, if he be thus
dead, and without streng:h, what use is it to bid him hear and live?
It seems altogether unreasonable. You tell him to do what you say he
cannot do. Is not this mockery? " No, no! No more than it was for
the prophet to say to the dry bones, "0 ye dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord; " or for Christ Himself to say to the man with the withered
hand, "Stretch forth thy hand." As the dry bones, when prophesied to,
as commanded, did hear and obey, and as the withered hand found power
to extend itself after Christ had spoken the bidding word, even so it is
no vain thing to say to the dead in sin, "Heal', and your soul shall
live."
.
To preach to the dead in sin is the divinely-appointed means of
summoning them into life; and all whose ears God opens hear the voice
of the Son of God, and find it a quickening voice. We are bound to
obey God; yea, woe be unto us if we preach not His glorious Gospel.
But the power to make men hear it as the voice of the Son of God
calling them to Himself-to life-is altogether God's own. This is our
encouragement. Christ hath said it: "All that the Father give.th me
shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."
Oh, beloved friends, take heed how ye hear! Gospel hearing is a tremendous responsibility. If it leads not to your salvation, it will add
- fearfully to the weight of your condemnation.
But I must pass on to notice,
n. The faith which cometh by hearing: "He that heareth my word, and
believeth on Him that sent me." The object of Christ's work is to bring
sinners to God. " Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the
unjust, that He might bring us to God." Christ is our Way, and God
is our Rest. We may not gather from the expression, "Believeth on
Him that sent me," that a vague faith in God, such as a Deist professes
to have, is the way to everlasting life. It signifies a believing on God
as having sent Christ to save sinners; as the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has planned and provided redemption by the
blood of His Son; as the Fountain and Source of all those things that
are the objects of a believer's faith, nam'lly, the free, sovereign grace of
the Triune GOd; the gift of Christ; the redemption which He has obtained
for us; all the promises of God which are yea and amen in Christ
Jesus. Unto this Fountain-to God in Christ-does faith betake itself.
Here it rests; here it reposes; here it is content and satisfied; here it
beholds boundless resources, and drinks endless pleasures in. Oh, happy
soul ihat, as the result of hearing Ohrist's word, believes on God that
sent Him, and can confidently and gratefully say, "All my springs al'e
in Thee." Thus we read (1 Peter i. 18, 21), "Ye were redeemed with
the precious blood of Ohrist
that your faith and hope might be
in God."
.
Oh, have you this precious faith that enables a poor sinner to look up
to the glorious God whose law he has broken, and whose curse he has
thus brought upon himself, and to see in Him a reconciled Father, who,
because Christ took the place of the guilty, and bore the curse in their
stead, is pleased with all who trust in His Sen? Then you have heard
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the Word of Christ to some purpose, and have received the end of your
faith, even the salvation of your souls.
Ill. And now let us notice the blessings wMch come by believing. "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life."
First, here is a present possession: " He that believeth hath everlasting
life." Hath immediately on his believing a blessed, happy, heavenly
life which can never end, never be terminated, never be lost. To such
the Apostle wrote, "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins." By that faith which is of the operation of the Spirit
of God-God's own gift-you have been united to Christ, and therefore
you. live. " He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life." This life is the contrivance of God the
Father, the purchase of God the Son, and the alone work of God the
Holy Ghost, bringing, generally by means of Gospel ordinances, a dead
sinner into union with a living Head. This everlasting life is a restoration by the second Adam of all, and more than all, that we lost in the first,
by His being made of God "unto us w{sdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption." We lost the knowledge of God. Christ, '
as the wisdom of God, restores this to us. We lost the favour of God
when we lost the righteomness in which He created us. But God made
Him who knew no sin-His own dear Son-sin for us, "that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him," and thus again be well-pleasing
in His sight. We lost the image of God, when we became unholy and
unclean, by reason of sin. This is restored to us in and by Jesus Christ,
our sanctification. And we lost the enjoyment of God; but in Christ, as
our complete redemption, it is restored to us, both in gr'ace here and in
glory hereafter. Oh, dear friends, do notice the preseIitness of tllis
blessing, the presentness of the salvation of him who believeth. It is
not a far distant thing which he is to have at last, if he does his duty
and is good. It is' the moment he believes he is already forgiven, justified, and saved, though still on earth. Though not yet in heaven, he has
everlasting life. As the Christian realizes this, he finds it easy to walk,
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit; to live a new, holy, God-glorifying
life; to serve God in newness of Spirit, not in the oldness of the letter;
as a dear child, not as a convict or a slave.
2. But notice another privilege which belongs to the believer: perfect
absolution. " He shall not come into condemnation." So absolved is he
from guilt, so released from the sent.ence of condemnation which, as a
sinner, the divine law had fastened upon him, that the life which he
enjoys is henceforth and for ever a life of uncondemned, unrebuked right
to stand before a holy God on terms of peace and acceptance. His sins
are entirely removed, taken away, blotted out of God's book by the
precious sin-atoning blood of Christ. He may look forward to judgment
without fear, and say, "Who is he that condemneth?" because his
Surety has paid all his debt. God has promised, "No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that riseth against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." He shall stand without fault
before the throne of God; his beauty perfect through the comeliness
which the Lord has put upon him-the comeliness of the all-righteous
Son of God. •
3. Then, lastly, our text notices that, "lw is passed fro?n death unto life."
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Passed over out of death into life. He ha3 left the region and place and
state of death for ever. He is now and ever shall be "alive unto God."
Oh, what a glorious transition! He is a new creature; "old things are
passed away, and all things are b(,;Come new." Oh, my friends, such a
change as this cannot have taken place and you know nothing at all
about it. If you are a stranger to it, it must be because you are still
"dead in trespasses and sins."

PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No.

i'

n.

How swiftly time rolls away! It seems but a little while, yet it is a
quarter of a. century ago, that the incident I am about to narrate took
place. I had been some time settled at B--, and had made the acq~aint
ance of a dear Christian brother, who was engaged in the work of
preaching the Gospel about twelve miles distant from the village where
I resided. He had expressed a wish that I should spend a week with
him, and attend his several stations, and preach the Word amongst his
poor people. The Lord had highly honoured him as a servant in the
Gospel, and. many souls had been gathered under his ministry.
I was at last enabled to fix a time for my journey, and it was arranged
that I should go on the Sabbath morning to the chapel where he preached
morning and afternoon, and return to his home after the afternoon
service.. I was to preaeh in the afternoon, and again in the evening, at a
distant. village, and during the week three times at different stations; the
places were Chignal, Forth End, Good Easter, Leighs, and to finish on
rrhursday evening at Forth End. The thought of thi.s journey and the
work before me pressed heavily on my mind on the Friday evening, and,
as I was de.eply exercised about it, I felt how utterly unfit I was for the
work, for it appeared to me that I had undertaken more than I should
be able, to do; and, to add to my di.scomfort, the Lorel. had withdrawn
Himself, and Satan was permitted to harass my soul with the most
perplexing suggestions, and at last I felt compelled to bow the knee and
plead earnestly for help; and I well remember my complaint was bitter
before. the throne, and the burden of it was against myself-the hardness,
coldness, and stubbornness of my heart; and I cried to the Lord to
soften it, to. warm it, and to make it active and all alive in.the service to
which I believ:ed He had called m~. I rose from my knees and retired to
rest without anyindication of an answer. I even fell asleep without a reply
to my earn.est cries; but I soon awoke again, and my thoughts at once
reverted to my work and my trouble. While thinking, these words fell on
my mind, "The blood of the everlasting covenant," and I felt a softening
instantly, and my head lost its coldness, for I cried out, "Oh, the precious
blood of Christ!" and instantly I, began to ask why precious? and the
answer was because, fi:rst, it is atoning bleod; secondly, it is peace-speaking bl,ood; thirdly, it is justifying blood; fourthly, it is soul-cleansing blood;
and, lastly, it is the subject of the eternal songs of those who know its preciousness. Thus I was at once in full activity of soul, and, instead of·having
to prepare a sermon, It was all prepared for mp, und I started on my
journey full of joy and peace, to proclaim tne preciousness of the blood
of Christ. I felt I was the beal'er of glad tidings for the meek, such as
would be a means of binding up the broken-h~arted, and of bringing
peace to the troubled soul. I was enabled to deliver my message in the
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afternoon,' and went on to Forth End with rejoicing. I have no remembrance of the evening messag-e, which was delivered in a room set apart
in the minister's house. On Monday evening we met for prayer, and I
found some earnest souls were there who poured out their hearts to God
in supplication. It was a most refreshing service, at which I gave a
word of exhortation to the brethren. The service at Leighs, a village
some miles distant, on Tuesday evenincr, was held in a cottage, which was
well filled with listeners, whose heart~ appeared to be touched by the
Word. It was from the prophet Isaiah, "I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness," and r was led to remark that God's thoughts are not our thoughts,
nor His ways our wayR. Man puts righteousness first and salvation
second; thus arise all the mistaken efforts of man to commend himself
to God, that he may be accepted and saved. God's teaching discovers
to man his lost state and his Ileed of salvation; then is discovered to him
the provision in Ohrist Jesus: garment3 of salvation to cover his nakedness, and a robe of right80usness for glory and beauty. Both the
garments and the robe are brought to and put upon the sinner by the
hand of God Himself. What an answer to the false teaching of the day,
in wh~ch it is urged on men to take the offered salvation, and clothe themselves with the robes God has provided for all. This text alone is
enough to show that all such teaching is false and vain.
After twenty-five years of public testimony, r see no reason to change
my sentiments, or t~ adopt the popular style of preaching, believing
that it is a symptom of the decline of vital godliness, and of the inroads
.that the popish tenets of the false Ohurch have made in our favoured
country, That Ohurch (the Romish) has always been Arminian, and
always will be, and the device of Satan at the present time is to flood
the churches professing to h(,ld the truth with semi-Arminianism, which
will be the means of bringing in the doctrine of Rome; and' eventually,
if the Lord prevent not, the iron hand of the power of Rome will crush
the churches it has weakened by the" wine of her fornication."
To return. On Wednesday evenin g our gathering was at Good Easter,
wherewehadahappymeeting of earnest souls thirsting for the W ordof Life.
r only remember that it was a refreshing service. On Thursday evening,
at Forth End, the services of the week were brought to a close. The
message was that precious Scripture in Paul's epistle to the Thessalonians;
one of the most favoured of the apostolic churches, "We are bound to
give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because He
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth, whereunto He hath called you by our
Gospel to the oetaining of eternal.glory by Ohrist Jesus." r can never
forget that precious season; the sweetness and savour of the whole
Gospel seemed to be contained in the message, and I believe the power
of God's Spirit accompanied the Word preached. I dwelt on the appellation given to the Ohurch, "brethren beloved of the Lord," as showing
the oneness of the whole bony of Ohrist redeemed by His precious blood
and saved by grace in a bond .of brotherhood, which idea included
the ailopUon as well as the regeneration of their persons, for they were
brethren of the a.postles and of Ohrist only as they were cMlilren of God
by faith in Ohrist Jesus. As such in Ohrist, after their new denominaion of sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, they were
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beloved of God, of angels, and of saints, though hated by the world,
and by the god of this world, the devil, and all his agents.
I next referred to the gro~nd of the Apostle's thanksgiving. First,
that they were the objects of electing grace, chosen from the beginning
unto salvation. Secondly, that they were the subjects of the sanctifying
grace of phe Holy Ghost. Thus their election, instead of ministering to
their corrupt inclinations -to the gratifying of their lusts, as some
affirm-led rather to their complete deliverance from the slavery and
dominion, and, eventually from the very being of sin. Thirdly, that they
were believers of that Gospel which Paul preached. It was with Paul,
as it was with John, a great joy to see his children walking in the truth.
The belief of the truth is a saving evidence of election and regeneration, and a gracious means of cleansing the soul from all unrig-hteousness. Fourthly, that they were the subjects of that effectual calling
which distinguishes God's saints from the children of the Wicked One,
"Wheret~nto He hath called you by our Gospel." And, lastly, the prospect of
their future glory filled his holy soul with triumph. He saw in the
distance the goodly land of rest, the crowns prepared for the conquerors,
the throne for the overcomers, the golden harps and palms of victory
for those that should endure to the end, nor was there a doubt or a pera:dventure as to who should be the favoured recipients. The obtaining
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ was'the end determined by God
in His eternal counsels; the choice of their persons, their salvation by
blood, their justification by the righteousness of J ehovah-Jesus, their
regeneration, sanctification, and effectual calling, their faith in the
person of Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, were the appointed means to that end. The savour of that message returns upon
my soul as I call it to remembrance, and most humbly do I thank God
that He has kept me in the good old paths, and enabled me to declare to
this day none other things than these.
I returned home on the Friday evening, and held our usual service at
B--, recounting some of the precious things we had been feasting on ;
and - with a full heart I thanked God and took courage. My dear
friend's hospitality, and that of his dear wife, now in heaven, I shall ever
keep in remembrance. His name is a household word in many a godly
family-Henry Wardley, afterwards of Worcester, then of Melbourne,
Cambridgeshire, and now of Foots Cray, an honoured and beloved
servant of the Lord.
Iilackmore.
W.
FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. HI.
A THOUSAND thanks, my dear friend, for a very precious little
book (" Dorney's Letters") that I wished to read, before writing,
to say how kind I thought it was of you to send it to me.
And now, having done so once--and it will bear many times
reading again-I must notice one or two passages that are so very
precious. Is not the following true ?-" I never knew that I got power
against one lust of heart, or evil way, but by being first, as it were,
(lissolved into the Lord, and then appearing against it in His power." And
the following I feel to have been guilty of myself: "But, while I am
writing, my heart doth accuse my pen for hinting an enjoyment beyond
what I have." Can an honest heart say he has never been in such a spot?
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"I scarcely know," he writes, "a greater sign of Christ's conjngal love·
than by His providence to render all other tbings and conditions here to
be unlovely and undesirable; for then the affections have nowhere e~e
to centre but in C4rist; and that makes them go out strong that way."
Oh! this was very sweet to me. Another little tit-bit was this: "I am
carried up and down 'by Him as a lighted candle in a windy place, and
its flame ever ready almost to flee from the wick, were it not preserved
by the hollow of His hand." And another sweet remark is this: "It was
only when our last rent was paid, and my friend's llext door at the same
time, that I said to her, 'I have been thinking we should especially
thank God for this, as though the money was not in our hands,. for who pnt it
there? And,' I added, 'we do not praise God as we ought for things put by
Him in our possession before they are wanted.'" Oh, that you and I may
be led to do this! Domey says, "I have been labouring to live upon the
naked promises of God. in reference to my outward concernments, as if I
were in the want of all things,. and do think, if I could come at it,
it were a glorious portion." So you will see. the similarity of our
experience, or, if you do not, I do-enough to rejoice my soul at such a
union of heart work between the years 1659 and 1868. But I must conclude this subject, and turn to another, though there are lots more sweet
portions I have pondered over. I thank you again and again
for sending such a sweet posy, as the old divines would call it.
How many more highly-cultivated flowers there WColre in those days than in
ours! We have plenty of wild flowers now, and you know they for thfl
most part are an single, not double ones. They make a great showplenty of intellectual men, but no savour from Christ! No," From me is
thy fruit found," He says tothose who bear any. Yes, only from Him. I
think it is a sweet type of J esu~ that we have in our gardens, on consiliering that all seed comes from the single plants. Yes, He alone is the
Father's repository for raising up His spiritual Church and kingdom;
and, when united to Christ, we are no longer poor sickly single flowers,
but, as the bee inoculates the plant and it becomes double, so the blessed
Spirit. by joining our hands and heart to Christ, makes us a sweet
fragrance m Him to send forth perfume through His holy name, like as
when you press a sweet leaf or flower the fragrance rests upon your
hand. But it is from the flower and not you that it has come, though it is
your hand that smells of it.
Then what fools we must be (yes, I say fools, in the sense that worldlings
would understand the word), what fools to think of boasting as though
any of these precious things came from ourselves! Oh, I do see this so
fully, and yet I catch myself at thus playing the fool. But I am ready to
do what an old saint in an almshouee at Sevenoaks once said to me,
that" she was ready to apit at herself when she looked in the glass, so
disgusted was she of self."
Believe me, yours in llew heart affection,
Oct. 17th, 1868.
M. L. M.
I WISH to extol my Saviour with my dying breath-everlasting life
I already feel in my soul. My last act of faith I wish to be, to take the
blood of Jesus, as the high priest did when he went behind the veil,
and, when I have passed the veil, to appear with it before the throne.Joseph Hardcastle.
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A NEW YEAR'S SONG FOR ZION'S SONS AND DAUGHTERS
TO ADOPT !-" CHOSEN IN CHRIST!"
Chosen in Christ from all eternity,
An heir of glory elected to be;
Wrapt up in Him in wondrous unityThe gracious plan of the eternal Three.
Chosen in Christ! Oh, let me be singing
Of such unmerited love to poor me;
At the throne of grace I'd now be bringiug
A heart full of praise, dear Saviour, to Thee.
Chosen in Clwist! It is indeed thrilling
To think of so condescending a choice,
And that mighty grace bas made me willing
To claim it as tru.e and grea,tly rejoice.

\ I

Chosen in Christ! The Spirit is holding
My soul in safety for glory above;
And now He gives His gracious unfolding
Of blessings whiuh spring from covenant love.
Chosen in Christ! Ob, why am I fearing
The clouds and the cares which sadden me hc~'c ~
My bright home above each day I'm nearing,
And no cloud or care will trouble me there.
Chosen in Chl'ist! Oh, why so much dro::>ping,
And hanging one's head so low in the dust?
The children of God are daily grouping,
And, if found in Christ, then join them I mns~.

"

Chosen in Christ Oh, I would be flinging
Time's bau.bles away as worthless and vain;
For, ransomed by blood, my soul is winging
Her way to the realms of glory and gain.
Chosen in Christ! I would not be making
My nest in a wilderness world like this;
But, all by the Spirit's help forsaking,
I'll press on my way to mansions of bliss.
Chosen in Christ! Oh, let me be singing,
What have I to fear if one of His own?
The archives of heaven with joy notes ringing,
"Salvation to Him IV ho sits on the throne t "
Chosen in Christ! When it comes to dying,
I would not shrink from that much. dreaded hour;
For grace will :find me gently reclining
Safe in the arms of omnipotent power.

Derby.

Chosen in Christ-Hail, great King of glory!
"Mighty in battle," o'er Satan and sin!
The elect of God in beaven adore Thee,
.And I, too, shall soon the victory win.

G. C.

-------------~---,-------
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SUSTAINING AND TRIUMPHANT GRACE.
RAcHEL Q"C"AINTON, the subject of this brief sketch, was the daughter of
Christian parents residing at Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire. She
was of a quiet and amiable disposition, but gave no evidence of being a
partaker of divine grace till about the age of nineteen years. She was
at that time a regular attendant at the Baptist Chapel, Winslow. The
Lord graciously showed her, under a sermon by Mr. Soul, the pastor,
her need of pardoning mercy. Her soul was sweetly enabled to believe
that she was" accepted in the Beloved," while waiting upon the Lord in
private prayer, by the words, "And he, casting away his garment,
rose, and came to Jesus" (Mark x. 50).
She soon after removed to Hemel Hempstead; but the Word of the
Lord was precious there in those days.
About two years since she became very weak in body, and came to her
native place. As the disease developed itself, it proved to be phthisis.
She was confined to her bed for the last three months of her life.
Previous to bel' taking to her bed, she was much reserved, and spent
most of her time in her closet, her Bible being her constant companion.
Still she felt little communion with her Saviour, on which account-as
she subseqtiently told me a few days before her death-she thought she
had been in a backsliding state; but the truth is the dear Lord had only
withdrawn His refreshing presence for a time, to make more manifest
His faithfulness and unchanging love, as the sequel, I think, will prove.
On Satui:day, December 13th, at her earnest request, I went to see her.
I found her exceedingly weak, with a distressing cough, which at times
nearly suffocated her; but her mind was sweetly resting on her Saviour's
love and grace, and she enjoyed a solid peace. During the following
week, at certain intervals, she gave expression to her feelings and desires
in the following words: "The angels are waiting." I asked her if she
felt joy or peace. She replied, "Both;" and then shouted, although
her voice was reduced to a whisper, "Come! come! Glorious! glorious!
glorious! I do long to see Him face to face. Thy grace is sufficient for
me. Yes, yes. Send the angel to bear me home." She then repeated'" Thou shalt see my glory soon,
When the work of grace is done;

I Say,
PartnlH' of my throne shalt be;
poor sinner, 10v'st thou me?'

I do love Thee! I do love Thee! Yes, Jesus smiles and loves me, too.
Jesus, Thou art mine! Mansions of glory ! I love Thee, because Thou
hast first loved me ! I love Thee with all my heart! Send the beautiful
angel! I shall.see Thee!" She lay quiet for a time, and then said, "I
delivered Thee when bound," &c, "I shall soon drink of the beautiful
river! I long to see Thy face! Dearest Saviour, come and fetch Thy
waiting one home! Only waiting! only waiting! only waiting! Why
tarriest Thou? Dear Jesus, come!
" 'The wilderness life will be o'er,
And I enjoy eternal rest! '
Come, dearest Saviour!

Why tarriest Thou?

'Why, dearest Jesus?

(
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Do, do, do come, blessed Jesus! But not my will, but Thine be done!
Thine be done! Only waiting! only waiting!
'" .And gaze upon Thy glorious face,
Whose presence fills that heavenly place! '
Fetch me now, jf it be'Thy dear will. Jesus, Jesus, why wear that
crown of....thorns for me?"
Sunday, IJecember 22nd.-After enduring much pain, she said, ""\Vhatever Thou dost call me to suITer, I shall have gTace to bear; I ahall
come off more than conqueror; and not only I, but all the dear people of
God.
" , Angels are waiting on the other shore
To convey the ransomed o'er.'
Glory! glory! glory!
" , I shall see Thy glory soon,
And from the rivers of His gr:l.ce
.And never, never sin;
Drink endless pleasure:; in.' "
Evening .-" J eSllS sought me when a stranger," &c. She repeated all
the hymn. I listened with intense solicitude, to see if she could say-

" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love."
I felt confident she could not then with truth repeat these lines, and I
. was not disappointeu. She omitted them, aud said" Here's my heart, Lord; take and seal itSeal it from Thy courts above ! "
Then she said, "I Sge Jesus! Glory! Come! Never sin! Happy land'!
Gaze upon His lovt'ly face! ' Beautiful Zion built above,'" &c. - We all
thought the Lord was taking her home; but she again revived ....
Monday, 23rd.-Had a restless night; but she told me Jesus was stili
precious. In the course of the day she said, "Only waiting! Send the
angel! ' Never, no n'ever, no, never forsake! ' "
.
Tuesday, 24th.-This day she had intense desires to go to her deal'
Lord. She said, amongst many other blessed things, "Dearest Saviour,
why tarriest Thou? If it be Thy dear will, come just now! I love
Thee! yes, I l()ve Thee! 'If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now!'
Come! not my will ; no, Thine be done!" I read Isaiah liii. She wept
at the words, "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him." In the afternoon
she said, "Oh, my poor back! Dearest Saviour! only waiting! come! "
In the evening - "Beautiful home! I shall see Emma (her sister),
Willie (her nephew), and Lizzie" (her niece). These died in childhood. "I shall see Thy face!" Her ppjns were now great, and she
said to me, "Pray the Lord to grant me patience to bear till He comes
to take me."
Wednesday, 25th.-At times in great pain, but long~ng to b.e gone, yet
perfectly resigned to God's will. Three times during the day Bhe called
me, and said, " Jesus is precious-is still with me."
Thursday, 26th.-Bad night. Jesus still precious. For five hours her
eyes were intently fixed upon the ceiling during the night. She was
very deaf; but, judging by our actions we were talking about it in the
morning, she said, " I was then extremely happy."
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Friday, 2ith.-In the afternoon she said, " Oh, I have no patience! "
and cried out with tears, "Do, do forgive me, dearest Saviour! Satan
said, • You could say the other day, "Only waiting," but you cannot say
so now.''' She said Satan tempted her to wish she had never believed.
This made her weep. I said, "He'll worry whom he can't destroy. He
is able to succour them that are tempted. That, if her faith was shaken,
it could not be destroyed; that her doubts and fears could not rob her of
her security in Christ; that, if she believed not, He is faithful." She
felt comforted. Had a restless night.
Saturday, 28th.-Happy all day; but in the evening Satan said to
her, "Be still, you won't die; " and she cried, "Oh, he tells me that
the flames of hell fire are not so bad as the sufferings I am now enduring." The last dart was, "There is no such thing as a heavenly rest."
I said, "Goel declares there is a rest remaining for the people of God,"
and asked her who was most to be believed. She replied, "God." I
assured her tbat a blessing is promised to those who endure temptation.
"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love Him." I told her the wicked had no changes; that an untried
faith was not the faith of Goel's elect; and quoted 1 Peter i. 7: "That
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and
honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ." And, further,
that" greater is He who is for us than all that be against. us;" that-7
" The feeblest saint should win the day,
Though earth and hell obstruct the way."
She lay for about ten minutes quite still, and I thought by her f'ountenance the conflict was deepening; but she fell into a sweet slumber for
about twenty minutes, and I said, " So He giveth His beloved sleep."
When she awoke, she called me, and said, "None but Jesus could mak~
Satan depart from me. I am now happy." Passed a very restless
night. About half-past five a.m. Sunday she called her sister Harriet,
and said, "Oh, I do so long to see Jesus!" Then for five minutes
beckoned with both hands to her dear Saviour to fetch her homo; aftor
which she reptiJated the following hymn with great feeling : "My J esu~, I love Thee; I know TilOU art mine!
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign.
My gracious Redeemer, my Saviour, art Thou!
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

" I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me,
And purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree;
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow:
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.
.
" I will love Thee in life, I will love Thee in death,
And praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath;
And say, when the death-dew lies cold on my brow,
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.
"In mansions of glory and endless delight,
I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright;
I'll sing" with tbe glittel'ing crown on my brow,
• If ever I lo,'ed Thee, my Je~us, 'tis now.'''
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:She sang distinctly and supernaturally, "PraiEe Him! hallelujah!
Glory! hallelujah! Pl"aise ye the Lord!" Then said, "I'll cling round
'you, and try to get out, if you will let me." On being turned on her
left side, on which she never could. lay during her illne~s, she said,
" Jesus is precious! pl'ecious Jesus! " fell asleep, and silently and almost
impel'ceptibly bl'eathed her soul into the bosom of her Saviour. She
slept in death, to wake with God!

,

MARK YOUR BIBLES!
" AND have you nothing on the other side to tell me ?" said I to a dear
fri"end who had been talking about trials. "Here, take this red pencil,
and, when anything cheel'ing or hopeful occurs, make a mark on a card,
so as to note it down. If you do this, depend upon it, your card or
paper will be well marked, and it will serve to encourage you. If you
were to look at my Bible, you would see it marked with black, blue, and
l'ed. The blaok means bad-sin and its consequences; the blue means
prayer-the cry for help, the plea for succour; the red ,means some
promise, or help, or deliverance, based upon the blood! Whenever I see
the red, I know there is always something good."
My friend und I did not mdet for some ten days afterWfl,rds; but· at
th.it llext interview he pulled out his little pocket Bible, and, turning to
the forty-first of Isaiah, said, "See! whilst I was waiting at such a place on
such a day (the date and place were noted in the margin), I took out my
Bible and opened upon this: 'Fear thou not, for I am with thee,' &c.,
from the tenth to the fifteenth verse." These verses he had UIlderscored with red!
Reader, go thou and do likewise.
The help this practice hail been to the writer is beyond expression.
Take one example.
Crossing the channel between Scotland and
Ireland, three-and-twenty years ago, we were overtaken by a storm.
Having stepped on shipboard in a very fretful mood, because of dis.appointment, as great a conflict arose within as that which prevailed
without. Amid the roaring of the sea and the raging of the billows, the
mercy-seat was besieged. At length the Lord graciously, and tenderly
heard prayer. Psalm cxviii. 17, "I shall not die, but live, and declare
the works of the Lord," was mercifully sealed home upon the heart. It
was a never-to-be-fol'gotten application; and, as Psalm cxix. 49,
"' Remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope," in the Polyglot Bible, stands directly opposite on the
adjoining page, it serves as a precious reminder of the Lord's con<lescending and compassionate goodness, and proves a precious help by
the way.
A.
" OH, I am naked! " he said,a;td his bright eye lighted up with a new
brilliancy; "I am utterly naked·-nothing, nothing but the righteousll6ss
(If Immanul. The sins of my ministry, how appalling to me now! The
blood .f souls! But the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin! One
thing I have learned'in this illness-to know more of the intrinsic loveliness of holiness, and the intrinsic hatefulness of sin. How gloriol:.S it
will be to be with Jesus! "-Ro'/). H. W. Heulitson.
D 2
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A N E"'fER-FAILING PROP FOR THE CHURCH OF GOD,
(Concluded from page 657.)

WELL, dear reader, in the face of all these disturbing things, in tho
midst of raging men and raving, roaring devils, in the midst of all commotion and dismay, this truth stands out in all its glory, "The Lord
reigneth." He reigns to subdue all His enemies; He reigns to govern
all affail's; He reigns to silence His people's every foe; He reigns to put
down all rule and all authority; He reigns to scatter Bible-haters,
Christ.despisers; He reigns to glorify His own eternal name; He rei~ns
to fulfil His covenant purpose'!; He reigns to verify His holy Word; He
reigns to vindicate His own honour; He reigns to thwart eV9ry evil desig-n
of men or devils against His chosen people; He reigns in earth, He
reigns in heaven, He reigns in hell; He reigns to bless every poor sinconvinced, self-condemned, Christ-seeking, Spirit-led sinner; and He
reigns (oh, solemn thought!) to curse, to consign to hell fire, to damn
to all eternity, every despiser of the precious blood of Christ, every
rejecter of the person of Christ, every usurper of the kingly authority and
power of Christ.
If this should fall into the hands of any who, as yet, have had no concern about their immortal soul, no care about eternal realities, we pray
the Lord, if it shall please Him, to l;>less what is here recorded to such
an one; to make it instrumental, in the hands of the Holy Ghost, of their
conversion to God. The Lord only can accomplish this great work. "It
is the Spirit thatquickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing."
"The Lord reigneth." May He help us to look at this truth in an
experimental sense. Our heart seems sometimes, notwithstanding all we
hope we have felt and realized of the lLord's sweet presence within, as
hard and u,nfeeling as if we had never known what it was to have it
broken by the unctuous manifestation of the love of Christ. Like one in
olden times we cry out, "Will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy
clean gone for ever? doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath God
forgotten to be gracious? hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?"
(Psalm lxxvii. 7-9.)
. We look at our own base doings, our heart-departures from the Lord;
the common enemy of the saints of God is ever on the alert with his
" ifs" and" buts" to distress and deject; we try to pour out our complaiut before the f00tstool of mercy; we try to tell the Lord how wretched
and miserable we feel on account of what we see within. Our hearts are
brought down;with hard labour; we tug and toil with all our might to get
rid of<?ur darkness and bondage; we plead for the Lord to remember us
with the favour He bears unto His people, to visit us with His salvation,
and we appeal to Him to search us, and'see if there be any wicked ways
in us, and intreat Him to lead us in the way everlasting. We want to be
made right for eternity, to be kept from being deceived ourselves, and
from deceiving our fellow'-creatures. Painful as these seasons are (and
we affirm without the least reservation, let the "higher life" professors
say what they will to the contrary, that all God's people, without a single
exception, know in their measure 'what darkness; deathliness, dejection,
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and apparent desertion is), yet they prove one thing most conclusively to
the child of God, "A.U my springil are in Thee." And, beloved in Ohrist,
how precious,' yea, doubly precious, after a time of dearth, after a season
of fasting, to feed by living faith upon the Bread of Life-a precious
Jesus. How very sweet to feel the water, the living water, bubbling up
once more in our parched soul, confirming the words of the Lord of glory,
" "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting like." The poor fearing soul finds again
and again that the well is deep, and that he has nothing to draw with;
he feels that he could as soon move a mountain out of its place as he
could, of himself, draw water out of the wells of salvation (Isa. xii. 3).
These ever-springing wells of salvation, divine purpose, divine provision,
divine goodness, divine mercy, divine love, and divine promise, are far,
far too deep for all creature effort to reach. But, when the blessed Spirit
lets down the bucket, when He brings faith into lively exercise, when He
says, "Eat, 0 friends, and arink, yea, drilik abundantly, 0 beloved," then.
how eagerly, and with what unspeakable delight, the poor soul draws,
under the sweet anointing of the Holy Oomforter, from the wells of everlasting love. The.soul thus favoured exclaims, "Lord, I began to fear
I was out of the secret, I began to question the ground of my hope, I
began to suspect the reality of my religion, I began to think I should
never more realize Thy gracious presence, I began to tremble lest I should
be left to perish in my misery, I began to wonder whether I was not entirely deceived, I began (Lord, I am ashamed to confess it, but I must
speak the feeling of my soul) to conclude I had got beyond Thy uttermost,
beyond the reach of Thy almighty arm; but, bless Thy dear name, Thou
hast visited my soul once more, softened my hard, u:ilfeeling heart once
more with Thy sweet mercy. 0 Lord, Thou art faithful and true, Thou
hast in very deed fulfilled Thy precious word, "The needy shall not alway
be forgotten; the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever."
" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
shall be filled." Dear reader, do you know what these feelings are ?Do
you know what it is to have your soul watered with heavenly dew? Do you
know what it is to have these sweet meltings of heart before the Lord?
If so, I know you will join with me in singing a favourite hymn of mine,
the three last verBes of which are as follows:
" Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand'ring from the throne of God;
He, to save my soul from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
" Oh, to grace ha IV great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee.
" Prune to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it;
Seal it from Thy courts above.'
" How is it the people of God do not always possess this sweet feeling
of soul you have been speaking of?" some one may be inclined to ask.
We answer, the Lord never intended His children should have two
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heavens-heaven on earth, and heaven above. Here they have but sips
of His goodness, here they :!:lave to go in and out and find pasture, here
they get but short glimpses of His face by faith, here they have a tempting devil to grapple with; but, when they get home, when they reach
their Father's house above, they will drink at the fountain head without intermission; in and out work will be unknown there; faith will be
exchanged fOl' sight; and sin and Satan,
" Their worst enemies before,
Shall vex their eyes and ears no more."

If the saints of the Most High could live as they desire when their .souls
are sweetly indulged with communion with the Lord, they would livealwalljs realizing and enjoying the Lord's manifested presence. But they
well know that the Word of God speaketh not in vain, where it says,
"None can keep alive his own soul" (Psalm xxii. 29). "The Lord
reigneth." They have no more power to retain the blessing of the Lord,
when it is given in sweet, soul-cheering manifestation, than they have
to commnnicate .life to a dead soul. The Lord so teaches them their
own weakness and helplessness that they are heartily willing to say
"Amen" to the language of poor old J onah, "Salvation is of the Lord"
(ii. 9).
We would briefly notice, in conclnsion, that our text, "The Lord
reigneth," is, 13ver was, and ever will be to the end of time, a neverfailing prop, placed' by J ehovah to sustain and support every vessel of
mercy, every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, in the solemn hour and
article of death. By far the major part of the family of God are subject
to distressing fears respecting their dissolution. Day by day they are
exercised to know how matters stand between God and their souls.
They want to feel that they are born again; they want sweet, confirming
.applications of the blood of Christ; they want the Lord to put matters
beyond a doubt in their soul's experience; they want to realize that tltey
are interested in that "everlasting covenant ordered in all things and
sure;" and they want (Ah, all their wants may be summed up in this)
the Lord to say powerfully and blessedly to their poor soul, "1 am thy
salvation.' ,
There is this one distinguishing feature connected with God's religion
in the soul of a sinner-none but Himself can satisfy the longings and
cravings of that heart in which" Christ is formed the hope of glory." All
human attempts to satisfy and assure are useless. Living souls must
have living testimonies from a living God. Hence the cry of their heart
from day to day, under the burdens of life, the sorrows and distresses of
the way, and in view of encountering the last enemy, death, is often
expressed in language like this:-

•

"Jesus, o'er the billows steer me,
Be my Pilot in each storm;
Hold me fast, and keep me near Thee,
For Thou know'st I'm but a worm:
What concerns me,
By Thy power and love perform."-FowlCl·.
l?ne of ~he chief ". con?erns" of the children of God is that they may
fimsh theIr course With JOy (Acts xx. 24), and receive at last that immor,tal, fadeless crown of righteousness of which the Apostle speaks so
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beautifully when writing to his son Timothy (2 Tim. iv. 8). They pray
the Lord to meet them in death; to light up the valley of the shadow
of death with His sweet, cheering smile. They feel that they should
like, if it were the will of God, to i1ie calmly, quietly, peacefully, con-fidently, resting on the merits, love, blood, mediatiQn, finished work, and
glorious, spotless righteousrress of thE> Lord Jesus. Whatever the state
of mind may be of the child of God when he comes into the swellinO's of
Jordan, whether he dies in triumph, with his cup running sweetly gver,
or whether he dies under a cloud, fearing as he enters death's gloomy
He dieg in the Lord.
valley, it cannot affect bis standing iu Ohrist.
Here our text holds good-" The Lord reigneth." And, as in life, S0 in
death, He deals as a Sovereign with His saints. He tends their dying
pillow; He determines the circumstances under which they shall depart
this life; He gives them that frame of mind which He sees best, ratifying
in a marvellous, and, in some instances, most mysterious, manner, these
sweet portions of His blessed Word, "The eternal God is thy Refuge,
and underneath are the everlastiug arms;" "Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of His saints" (Psalm cxvi. 15).
May the Lord bless this effort to edify and comfort His redeemed
family, and enable us more and more to rest on this glorious, immovable,
immutable foundation, "The Lord reigneth." Amen.
Coventry.
J. BURTON.

,

THE "GOOD WINE" OF THE KINGDOM;
OR, WORDS 01<' WILLIA~I ROMAINE.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I do not forget you nor your last favour. Till
memory fail me, I hope iu a grateful mind to retain a sweet sense of your
kindness to me. Blesserl. be His name! I haTe a desire put into my
heart by my hect venly Lover to spread His fame and glory as far as my
tongue can reach; aud for what else do I take np my pen but to make
mention of Him, even of Him oRly?-the favourite theme of His
redeemed on earth; the triumph of the same redeemed when they come
to Zion with everlasting joy upon lheir heads and in their hearts.
My meditation of Him is now sweet. In one single poiut of view I am
beholding Him, and in that He is all-glorious. Oh, that the faithful
wilne~s for Him may give you to feel;what I have felt of His incarnate
love! May the Spirit glorify iu your soul that greatest, that standing
miracle of Jehovah's everlasting grace, by letting you know that for you
a. Ohild was born, for you a Son wall given, even Emmanuel llimselfGod with us and God for us.
I will try to lead you, by the light of revelation, into some of the
wonders of this transaction, as they have been manifested with life and
power unto my own heart.
The Scripture is a full description of the purposell of the divine will
from eternity to eternity. Therein we find a council held before all
worlds between the Holy Trinity, and the decrees of this council confirmed by the covenant and oath of each of the divine Persons. This was
the great contrivance of heaven, and it lay in the bosom of J ehovah with
infinite delight. He viewed it as the rich\lst display of all His divine
perfections, in which and for which His glory would be admired and
enjoyed by His creatures for ever and ever. Emmanu<31 was the centre
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of the covenant. His becoming Surety for His people, taking flesh for
them, living and dying that the divine bonours of the holiness, and
truth, and justice of the Godhead might shine forth in full-orbed glory
for showing mercy to poor sinners-this was, this is, this will be the
eternal subject of praise. Hear how the Father triumphs in the Son of
His love: "Behold my Servant, whom I uphold; mine Elect, in whom
my soul delig·hteth." And again, with a voice from heaven, "This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." All the counsels, decrees,
and works of Jehovah terminate-yea, begin and end-in this blessed
Emmanuel; and, therefore, when the angels were created, the purpose
of Jehovah's taking flesh was manifested to them, and proclamation was
made, "Let all the angels of God worship Him." Pride arose in the
heart of Lucifer and his companions. Their will opposed the will of the
eterna\ Three in this matter, for which they were cast out of heaven, and
have opposed Ohrist and His people ever since.
Then this world was created for the carrying into execution the purposes of the everlasting coven.ant. Man, the object of the Deity, as
made in the image of God-part of two worlds-a body of earth, an
immortal soul-by one connected to matter and sense, by the other to God,
the Father of spirits. The enemy of Jesus attacked Eve, and beguiled
her through his subtlety. Adam was not deceived, but fell by listening
to his material and sensual part. He prefened his wife to God, and so
lost His image, knowledge, righteousness, and holiness.
Upon this the revelation of 1he covenant was made, and the incarnation
of J ehovah was made known as the ground of faith and hope, and of
return again to God in the way of love and gratitude. As clear as words
can speak and signs <Iedare, the promised seed of the woman was to
attack Satan, and was to bruise his head, where his poison lies, and
thereby to deliver His people. " For this purpose the Father sent Him
into the world, that He might deliver us from the power of darkness, and
translate us into the kingdom of His dear Son." I believe, from the
evidence of Scripture, that Adam, and all believers downwards, had as
clear a view of the incarnation of J ehovah, and of the reasons of His
taking flesh, as you and I have; and with as warm hearts as we can have
they rejoiced in the God of their salvation.
Hear one of them: how he stands amazed at this miracle of mercy !,. But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth?" And mind the
pious breathings of his holy father-how he longed for Ohrist: "0 that
the salvation was come unto Israel out of Zion ! 0 that the Lord would
deliver His people out of captivity! Then shall J acob rejoice, and Israel •
be right glad!" That He would come was the ground of hope to all
believers in every age; and there were many of them waiting when He
came, who blessed God for letting them see with their eyes His great
salvation. At the fixed moment, "when the fulness of time was come,"
there was a chosen vessel most graciously fitted and humbled for this
miraculous conception. She was hig.ly favoured, high in grace, meek
and lowly in heart; and of her, by the power of the Holy Ghost, was that
holy Ohild conceived-of her, the virgin mother, was He born, a Babe,
helpless as we are. Here is love! Oh, what a miracle! God incarnate,
and yet like us in all things! An Infant! Be astonished, ye heavens,
and adore, thou earth, this miracle of miracles!
He is born among us; grows up as we do-a Ohild, a Youth, a Mantrue and very Man. But oh, the rapturous thought, "He is J ehovah!"
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",I'hink, oh, think what that blessed woman felt when she broke out into
this sweet hymn, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour. There is my honour-not that He is my
Son, but that He is God my Saviour. Re took my nature, that I might
take His. He lived for me, that by. His obedience I might be made
righteous. Re suffered my punishment, that! might never suffer it. He
bore my curse, to redeem me from the curse of the law. He was forsaken
of God His Father, that I might never be forsaken. He died to give me
life; He rOB8 again to take possession of life for me. He ascended in our
nature, and is glorified in it. What He has I shall have. His honours,
His crown and dignity, His fulness of joy and bliss, all, all are mine.
What He is, what He was, is for me, for He is God my Saviour."
Happy, thrice happy, Mary, virgin mother! Yea, happy, thrice happy,
too, Mrs. - - ! Is not the new-born King your King? Is not the
child Jesus your God? He is! He is! you cannot deny it. Oh, come
then, my dear friend, let us praise His precious name, and let us magnify
His love together. Soon, yet a very little while, and we shall be with
Him-we shall be like Him. Oh, what a thought is that-like Him!
Yes, when we come where He is, the glory of that Sun of Righteousness
will shine upon us-yea, will shine into us-and He will make us what
He is. We shall then be happy partakers of all that was with delight in
the breast of J ehovah from eternity; all will be fulfilled. The Father's
richest love, the most exalted grace of the Spirit will flow, through the
infinitely-blessed Emmanuel, into all His glorified members.
This is the accomplishment of the everlasting covenant. In this the
eternal Three will take eternal delight. J ehovah will rest in His love,
and through that God-Man will the Godhead have full, perfect, and everlasting glory, honour, worship, blessing, and praise from the full choir.
You will sing aloud, in as high a key as anyone of them all. ComplaiJ}.
you may, and of yourself you ought; but then it will be all praise, all
wonder, that you should be chosen, elect of God, pal·taker of His covenant
love. This distinguishing grace will make you a happy, willing. debtor to
Emmanuel for ever and ever.
Thus looking backward or forward, I see all the purposes and works
of God bearing respect to this wonderful Person. He was set up from everlasting as tbe Alpha, and He will be to everlasting the Omega, for in all
things He must have the pre-eminence. He has it above; oh, that we
may ascribe more of it to Him below! And you will, if you can pierce
with the eagle eye of faith within the veil. There you will behold
4lEmmanuel enthroned, and all the host of heaven worshipping at His feet,
admil'ing and adoring, because sharin~ in His divine excellencies. The
beauty of this sight makes an eternal heaven. Then, if your faith has
any ears to hear, listen. Oh, what melody do they make! what notes do
these golden harps strike! what voices accompany them! wllat a harmony! The words I understand; they are singing, "Salvation to our
God, who sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever." But
their manner of singing, is peculiar to the place. The air can form no
Ilu.ch sounds; they can only be in the element of heaven. When your
faith comes down from this high flight-and it is not capable of being long
therE-then look around you, and whatever object your eyes first fix upon,
if they be spiritually exercised, you will see some ray of Emmanuel's
glory. The book of nature is the outward record of His fame. Some of
His great achieVEments are engraved in every part of the creation. . The
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sun, moon, and stars, the earth, with all its productions, in full concert
join the choir above, and in perfect unison sound forth the glory of our
EmmanueI. And suppose I direct your eye to an object which I know
you do not like to look at--YOURSELF. Even there I can find-oh, that
you may I-as great a proof of the Redeemer's glory as anywhere else
upon earth. For what are you? Are you not a poor miserable, helpless sinner? His crown depends upon His saving such. What do you
feel within you? Tell all your complaints. These just fit you to live
upon the Saviour's fulness. Look at your outward estate. Tell me that
part of it which does not display the Saviour's glory. What does fortune
say, and health, and friends-I put myself in? Let me be their mouth:
"We are all the gifts of Jesus' rich love." Love Him for bestowing us
upon you; and the more you have, love Him more. And mind you cannot, you never will, love Him too much. Try; put forth all your strength;
He will still be above your affection-the best, the utmost of it. I wish
you much of His company this Christmas-many a sweet visic from Him.
When you are very familiar, put a word in for me. Oh, how I long to
be more intimate with Him! Bat He is kind indeed, exceedingly kind.
Dearest, dearest Jesus! May He never leave you without some token of
His love! Farewell.,
I
IJee. 28, 1762.
WILLI.AM RmIAINE.

"GAINING BY LOSING."
THE TESTIMONY OF AN AGED SAINT TO THE" WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER.
FELLOW-CITIZENS of the saints and oJ' the household of fait~, grace,
mercy, and peace be multiplied to you from Him who is the Author and
Finisher of our faith; that faith which is the gift of God, and implanted
in the soul of every living child of God when born again of the Spirit;
for "he that cometh to God must believe that He is;" and, though bnt as
a grain of mustard-seed, there it is,
" And lives and labours under load;
Though damped, it never dies ;"
and the more it is exercised the stronger it thrives. Like a diamond, it
shines brightest in the dark. Thus the trial of it becomes more precious
than gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire; and the fire proves
its genuineness (for proof, see" Faith in the Fire" for this month, p. 587).
Sure I am the Lord strengtheneth the believer's faith by every trial he is
called to pass through, and honours the faith that honours Him by
trusting Him where he cannot trace Him, and by staying himself upon
his God, though walking in darkness. What an honourable testimony
the Holy Ghost hath given of the noble army of martyrs in the eleventh
of Hebrews, after a record of the exploits of their faith: "These all
died in faith." And, though Sarah laughed at the tent door, her name is
among the list, because" she judged Him faithful who had promised."
But it is as you say, we often see the Christian calm and trustful under
the most crushing. events, though irritable in the extreme under litUIJ
worries. This has often been my case, and I have seen the same in many
an exercised believer whose heart is fix:ed, trusting in the Lord. He
is not afraid of evil tidings. Ah, it is these little foxes of corroding
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cares, and may-be's, a~d uncertainties of to-morrow, that mar the fruits
of the Spirit, and keep the believer weak in the faith, so that in the day
of adversity his strength is small.
Some people gain by trading, but I have been a gainer by losing. By
"terrible things in righteousness" cleansed from my idols, made to cease
from man, and put my whole trust and confidence in the Lord alone.
And there have been times when I have been enabled to glorify God in
the fires, and bless a taking God as well as a giving God, and to say,
"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath' taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord." This is the faith that purifies the heart, and works
by love; and this is the victory that overcometh 'the world, even our
faith; so that its possessor can say, "The life I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
My heart's desire and prayer to God for you, my dear brother, and for
those who have obtained like precious faith, is that you may be kept by
the power of God through faith, earnestly contending for the faith once
delivered to the saints, in the spirit of love and forbearance, in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation. How has that precious covenant
promise of a covena1;lt God concerning a covenant people, upon which
you have founded your" Wayside Notes" for this month, been fulfilled
to the very letter in my experience. No marvel, then, that they should
find such a response in my heart; for, as in water face answereth to face,
and iron sharpeneth iron, and words fitly spoken are like apples of gold
in pictures of silver, they hrought to my remembrance many an
apparent crooked providence in which I feared as I entered the cloud,
saying with the poet" Mysterious depths of providence
My wondering thoughts confound;
In deep astonishment I stand,
And ask the reason why? "
and many a "Not so, my Father." But I do not remember that my
Lord ever wrought a deliverance for me until He had humbled me under
His mighty hand, enabling me in calm submission to say, "Even so,
Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy sight." And now I can look back
upon those intricate paths, many of them have since boen so unravelled
to my wondering eyes, that with adoring gratitude I admire the infinite
wisdom that appointed, ordered, and regulated every link in the chain;
and the love that sustained me under them, and the faithfulness of my
tovenant God that has made every crook in my lot straight, and compassed me about with songs of deliverance.
Before you receive this poor imperfect scrawl, I shall have passed
my seventy-fifth natal day; and fifty-eight years since an,arrow from
the Almighty's quiver pierced between the joints and marrow, proving
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of my heart; the wormwood
and the gall, my soul hath them still in remembrance. Fifty-seven
years since the day of my espousals and of the gladness of my heart,
when Jesus 'told me I was His and my Beloved mine. And many a
sweet renewal of that happy day has it been my privilege to realize
through a long and chequered path. But having obtained help of
God, and kept by the power of God, I continue to the present, the
living to praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that is
to come, bless Him for. every cross and blessing, and for every twig of
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His rod, and for the love that was inscribed upon them, and for all His
patience and forbearance with my ill manners in the wilderness.
"Nor have I had a trial yet,
Without one drop of honey sweet
To mingle with the gall."
Truly unto me belong shame and confusion of face, but unto the Lord
my God mercy and forgiveness, though I have so often rebelled against
Him. It is in the furnace we learn lessons we could learn nowhere else;
and some of our sweetest notes have been sung upon the tribulated
waters. Having beer; kept in all places, whether led or driven, from.
niingling with the heathen and learning their works, and now dwelling
alone, not reckoned among the nations, I cannot say a confederacy with
what is going on in so many places in which all sects and parties can
unite-the so-called" revival" for the evangelizing the world; for, if the
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare for the battle?
And, when I hear 80 much boast'for the great things they are doing for
God, I turn to the law and to the testimony. "Thus saith the Lord, I
will not give my glory to another, nor my praise to graven images."
But who hath made us to differ, and implanted in our souls that living,
vital faith that has always proved fireproof and waterproof, and put us
into the possession of a religion that will stand the test of a dying hour
and the scrutiny of the day of judgment? Bless the Lord, He hath not
left Himself without faithful witnesses here and there who are not
llshamed to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men will hear or
whether they will forbear. Under such a ministry it has been my privilege to sit another year. Here I could enlarge, but forbear for the
present. I do hope, if spared, to write a few words of commendation
and encouragement to you. , I do not cease to bear you and your work
of faith and labour of love on my heart before the Lord.
That He may continue to bless you, and make you a blessing, is the
prayer of
Yours in Gospel bonds,
Newport, Isle of Wiflht, Nov. 11, 1875.
SARAH HAMMOND.

A.D. 1876.

"J E SUS

0 N L Y!"

(Matt. xvii. 8.)
(AN 'ACROSTIC.)
"J ESUS ONLY!" Great Source of truth and grace !-John i. 14.
Elect in Thee, Thou art my Hiding-place.-Eph. i. 4.
S ought out by Thee, I love to seek Thy face.-Isa. lxii. 12.
United to Thee, who now can sever?-Rom. viii. 35-39.
Saved once in Thee, I am saved for ever! -John x. 28.
Onward, then, I press; upward I aspire._Phil. iii. 14.
Nearer to"Thee-tbis is my heart's desire.-cant. i. 4.
Life in Thee is joy-without Thee lonely ;-P.a. xvi. ll.
Yea, my all's in Thee, my "JESUS ONLY !"-Col. iii.ll.
Emmanuel, Bn·stol.
R. CORNALL, M.A.
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LIMPING, BUT LIVING AND LONGING: A WORD FOR TRIED
AND TEMPTED SOULS.
To tile Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR.-What a blessed truth-one which cheered the heart
vf good king Frederick, I think, Luther's friend-" He that receiveth
you receiveth me," &c. He had many fears, it seems, when the time of
his departure was at hand, concerning himself, but the Lord so blessed
him through that text that his fears were dispelled, and he died in p9a'le.
What a mercy to have God's Word on our side, though in feeling we may
be almost like those that "go down into the pit" (Psalms xxviii. 1 ;
cxliii. 7).
I have scribbled off another of the beloved Romaine's letters for the
Magazine, so suitable for Christmas. Those of our" family" who have
not read it will, I think, have a feast in reading it (see p. 39). Heartwarming and heart-reviving I think they will find it. The warm dew
of heaven seems to rest on it, I think, and must be felt by living souls.
I have not been able to write much for a long time, through sufft3riog
80 much in my head and stomach-my head so' much like you described
you felt yours when in the pulpit. I could scarcely walk about at time~.
I am rather bett81' now, but nerves shattered. A heavy cross, but I
trust it is from a Fatller'sllana. "Sweet haud which afflicts but in love."
Oh, that I could realize it more! Lord, do grant me this favour!
I think I earnestly desire to be "like a tree planted by the water side,"
but am often ready to say, "My heart within me is desolate." Oh, for
precious faith, so that, amidst all one's deep poverty and helplessness,
one may be enabled to glory in tIle Lord; what He is made of God nnt.o
us. But it seems almost impossible at times that this blessing can be
mine-so stupid, dead, and cold, having neither joy nor song. Oh, that
the Sun of Righteousness would arise !lnd shine upon me! Oh, what a
change that would make! I sho.uld weep to His praise, mercy, and love.
Amen.
What a precious and encouraging accolmt is your dear brother's!
Lord, grant Thy poor worm the same favour!
law, dear sir, yours affectionately and respectfully,
Martoek, IJee. 15, 1875.
G. HART.
#
rDear brother, could you compare notes with others, we aTe sure you
wo'uld find you are by no means alone in~he stupidity, deadness, and
coldness of which you speak. We are very familiar with one who rejoices
in the fact that ever the Psalmist was led to declare-and that the saying
was preserved, and has been handed down from generation to generation, even unto 'Uil-" I was as a beast before Thee." There is a,n utterance of Job, too, that just meets the case of him of whom we speak: "I
have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeti.:t
Thee: wherefore I ABHOR MYSELF, and repent in dust and ashes." There
is a saying, moreover, of Peter that chimes in with this felt state of
things: "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." And then
comes the summing up, after all: "Who shall CHANGE OUR VILE BODY,
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

46

The Gospel Magazine.

rr.r

Oh, to think of His marvellous patience-His astounding forbearance
-His wonderfullongsuffering! The longer we live the more amazed
we are in the contemplation; and, personally, we feel we have not a
stone to cast at the vilrst transgressor. Oh, it is the base ingratitude,
the vile unbelief, the sins of thought and word and deed against light
and love and longsuffering-these things strike us to the very heart's
core, and lead us often to wonder He does not say, "Cut him down; why
cumbereth he the ground? "
Why, brother, notwithstanding all the lessons which the Lord has set
before m-and that so repeatedly-we feel ourselves to be just the same
creature idolater as ever. Something led us, a few evenings since, to
take down "Conversations by the Way," written more than thirty years
ago. We read to our shame and our sorrow. We shed bitter tears over
thst book; for we had reached a standard then to which we dare not lay
claim now. It was written, it is true, when we were in the very deep
of depths, and out of those depths the whole soul was, as it were,
carried up on high! But we are not there now, except occasionally,
either in the pulpit or with pen in hand. Blessed be His adorable name,
we do know what it is-and not unfrequently of late-to be caught
up, as into the third heaven, when standing before the people, and
speaking in His blessed name; so that we are ready to exclaim, "Take
me, Lord; take me. Don't let me go down into the world again. Bid
me come now! Send a messenger from the heavenly courts, and take
me at once, so that I may neither sin Jior sorrow any more; so that the
grovelling and the groaning may cease; and that I may see Thee as
Thou art, and worship and adore Thee as I would."
But no, He does not heed. We have to come down again, and it is
a coming down with a witness! Hart only too truthfully describes it : " But ah ! when these short visits end,
Though not quite left alone,
r miss the presence of my Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone.
" I to my own sad place return,
My wretched state to feel;
r tire, and faint, and mope, and mourn,
And am but barren still."
There is one mercy which, however, often astounds us: it is the
reviving, the renewing, the refreshing, when the time for speaking comlilS
again. It is as common as possible with us to feel-and has be'en so for
yeare past-that the close of the Sabbath services has most certainly at~
last witnessed the close of our poor and imperfect labours. According to
feeling and apprehensioI:, we are cleared out-used up-have no more
to·, say. But oh! blessed be His name, it is quite otherwise! No
sooner does the Sunday come round, or the preaching time arrive, than
there is the message and the matter! He has never left us yet! never
disappointed us yet! But He has given us sometbing to talk about for
now nearly thirty years! The happiest times in our remembrance have
been when we have had to preach every night in the week except the
Saturday. Notwithstanding what we have said in the early part of these
rtmarks. we are at this moment envying' a dear brother and fellowlabourer, who has gone out on the Home Mission to preach round and
about ydur n€i~hbourhood five evenings this week. Oh, it is blessed
employ!
The Lord dces so graciously fulfil His word, "He that
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watereth shall be watered also himself." We are quite sure that, as a
means, it does raise above self and what clings to self in a way of bonds
and captivity. "As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of a
man his friend;" and when, in speaking, the eye drops upon one and
another who "know the joyful sound," who have heard the Master's
voice, and who are evidently listening with attentive ear and an opened
heart for the sweet droppings of His love, it does have a blessed effeet
upon the speaker, as the Holy Ghost at the moment shines upon His
word, and says, with a blessed prompting power, "Speak such and such
words to my waiting-to my '[loor and needy-ones." And then how
blessedly true is that Scripture found to be, "As in water face answereth
to face, so doth the heart of man to man." 'Vhat a oneness, brother!
what an identity!
Well, beloved, notwithstanding tho many things over which we may
justly mourn, and although we may well sigh and cry for the abomina~
tions done in this land of ours-that is, the thoughts, desires, and emotions
of our foul and corrupt hearts-there are mercies for which we may well.
"thank God and take courage.."
What a mercy, for example, that we are still following on, although it
may seem to be afar off. When a regiment is on the march, it is
common to'see a fatigue party; that is, one and another and another
who have been compelled, through weakness and exhaustion, to fall out
<Jf the ranks, and follow on in the rear. They cannot keep step with
their comrades, yet they have not deserted! They are still in regimentals, and still wear the badge of their regiment, although they have no
ground whatever for boast as to strength or rivalry. Nay, some poor
fellows have been so overcome on the march that they have been com-peUed to crave a seat on the baggage-waggons with the women and
<children. No great bravery here, nor aught to boast about. Yet they are
'801diers! Nor is it at all unlikely, if taken by surprise by the enemy,
but they would r<;>use and fight as vigorously as any of the strongest
or the halest among the troops. Yea, if the f/?e sought to pillage the
baggage-waggons, and pounce upon the women and the children, it is more
than probable that these weak and prostrate ones would fight with almost
supernatural strength. So is it with Zion's warriors. Unworthy as they
may feel of the name, and weak and powerless as for most part they
·seem in themselves, yet, lilt only the truth of God be aSEailed, let the
:great Captain of their salvation be maligned, let anyone wearing the
-badge and naming the name of Immanuel be imperilled, and then mark
the zeal, the fearlessneEs, the absolute indifference about self or self-interest, in a bold and steadfast defence of truth and those identified
with truth.
Ah, brother, whence all this but from life and love ?-a life and;a love
.as distinct from formality, pharisaism, or mere profession, as light is
distinct from darkness!
And what a mercy, beloved, that our security does not depend upon
<oUll' feeling of that security, or our comfort, or our knowledge. The
life is one thing, the varied effects and operations of that life are quite
.another.
What a mercy it would be, could we but continuously contemplate the
,gtakfil which the Lord Christ has in us l the price-the inconceivable
price-at which He redeemed us; Eis covenant pledge concerning
us--His "I will" and" They ~hall; " His" I will" to the Father;
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His "I will" to them; His "I will" to Satan, death, hell, and the
grave, in regard to them. And then, in response, the blessed plea of
faith, "Thon hast said." There is a precious repetition in the 145th
Psalm, and the 19th verse, with respect to this covenant " will " of a
covenant God: "He wilt fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He
also wilt hear their cry, and will save them." . :What greater things
can the Lord promise? What can be fuller, 'more comprehensive,
or' blessed? And what beside can a helpless sinner need? Well
used a dear servant of God (the late Mr. Triggs) to say, "And now,
Lord, what wait we for? All that Thou hast promised." And (adored be
His name!) this He delights to give, and for this lIe waits to be asked
to bestow. He loves the plea of His wnlstling ones, 'And Thou saidst,
I will surely do thee good.' "
Ah, brother, when the Lord the Spirit brings us here, how blessed it
is ! And is it not out of the depths that we are at times brought to this
privileged spot? Are we not both drawn and driven ?-draWll by the
.Lord, driven by the foe or passing circumstances and contending feelings
to our Stronghold. And what arguments and entreaties and beseechings
and implorings follow! "By this I know that Thou favourest me,
because mine enemy doth not triumph over me." "Thou didst covenant,
, Sin shall not have dominion over thee, for thou art not under the law,
but under grace.' "
" Thou hast said, 'When the enamy shall come in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against
him. '" " Thou hast said, 'For this is as, the'waters of Noah unto me;
for as I have sworn that the waters of N oah should no 'more go over the
earth, so have I sworn that I would not be w:roth with thee, nor rebuke
thee' " "1;hou hast said, ' At evening-time it shall be light. ' "" Thou hast
said, 'I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem
them from death. 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy
destruction; repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.' "
Brother, when brought h'ore, under the precious constraining power of
the Holy Ghost, how blessed it is! raising us above the darkness, dreariness, and desolation of our poor wretched, bankrupt hearts, as well as all
the conflicting circumstances by which we are surrounded, and bringing us
into that blessed contact with the Lord, and the Lord alone. Oh, how'
Ohrist-endearing- and God-exalting are these seasons! It is "the kingdom
of heaven suffering violence "-the precious "violence," or strong
arguments and irresistible pleas of faith. It is the J acob's old and
blessed cry, "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me." Brother, how
this eclipses and places in the background all strange physical sensations,.
bodily pains, aches, and weaknesses. Heart and flesh may fail, but Faith,.:.
notw'thstanding, triumphs'in the God of salvation; yea, she takes for'
her atchword," Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive" shall fail, and the fields,
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the L1rd, I IV,ll
in the God of my salvation."
Dear brother, we would sum up in the words of the poet : "Believer, here thy comfort stands:
'
From firat to last Balvation's free;
And everlasting love demands
An everlasting song from thee."
THE EDITOR.1
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A NEW YEAR'S WORD FROM THE BELOVED DR. HEWLETT.
To TIrE BELOVED EDITOR and aU his readers, and all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity, may abundant grace, overflowing mercy, and
perfect peace be enjoyed attha commencement of and throughout this new
year.
Beloved friends, the blessings I wish for, and pray for, that they may be
enjoyed by us all, are all treasured up for us in Christ Jesus, our covenant
Head; for is it not said that God the Father" hath blessed us wth all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places (or tht"ngs) iJ,l Christ"? A believing
knowledge of Jesus, though assailed and assaulted by attacks of all
sorts, arising from the scepticism, the pride, the lust, or covetousness of
our hearts; from the allurements of the world on the one hand, or its
.. persecuti0n~ on the other; from.the malice and hatred of Satan, who still·
" as a roaring lion goeth about seeking whom he may devour "-that
faith, I say, must prevail, because it is the gift of God, and is of the
operation or creat£on of' the Holy Ghost. By the Holy Ghost is that
faith fed, nourished, sustained, by the instrumentality of the Gospel.
The Word of Truth begets, the Word of Truth feeds and strengthens, each
believer in Christ Jesus our Lord. Conflict is the one never-failing
characteristic of all such, however they may differ in other respects.
The true Christian's life is a life of devotedness to the glory of his
God, and to the good of his fellow-man," especially to those who are of
the household of faith;" and, in proportion as his heart is engaged in his
work and" labour of love," he finds how entirely he depends (}n " grace to .
help in time of need," on mercy to pardon his shortcomings, that so
his soul may realize the" peace which passeth all understanding."
There are three aspects, or characters, in which the Christian is presented
to us in the Word of God: "Soldiers of Jesus Christ," "servants of the
living God," "cl!ildren of God, heirs of God,and Joint heirs with the
Lord Jesus Christ." It is as we acquit ourselves in the two former
characters that we enjoy the position of' children. If we "fight the
good fight of faith," earnestly contending with the lip and by the life, .:with
the tongue and with the pen, "for the truth once delivered to the
saints," though like Gad we may ofttimes be overcome, yet like that tribe
we shall "overcome at the last." I say nothing about the peculiar
features of the opposition of the present day, any further than to observe
that Satan, as a cunning foe, employs just such agencies as are calculated
to be most successful, according to the spirit of the age, to attract and
to hold fast those whom he has allured to an antagonism to the pure
divinely inspired Word of God. In our resistance we must be "stedfast
in the faith." As servants of God we must be like J acob of old, and
like the servants spoken 'of in Psalm cxxiii. Our aim and end in this is
to follow our blessed Lord, who said, " My meat is to do the will of Him
that sent me." We are to be valiant soldiers, diligent servants, and obedient
cht"ldren. The motive power in all is " the love of Christ constraineth us;"
the object, aim, and end, the glory of God. "Glorify God in your bodies,
and in your spirits, which are the Lord's."
. Do we not frequently err, looking for some power in ourselves, and
seeking our own comfort in what we do? In our attendance on God's
house, at His table, and in the means of grace generally, do we not too
frequently lose sight of what should be our aim and object, and feel
distressed if we have not enJoyment?
E
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, Brethren, I throw out these few suggestive observations, praying that
we may all live more to Him, fo~' Him, and on Him, and we shall have
more blessed communion with Him.
Believe me, your loving brother,
ALFRED HEWLETT.
PROVIDENTIAL INTERPOSITIONS.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-While listening to your sermon last Sunday
morning on the words "God is love," as you called our attention to the
great fact that He is love in His dispensations in providence as well as
in grace, and as you sought to stir up our minds by way of remembrance,
the'following incident in my past life recurred to my mind; if I can tell
it just as it happened, I think you may be interested.
When I lived in W-- I frequently went, in company with three or
four friends, when the tide was high, to bathe in the bay. One day,
when the water was too shallow to please me, I asked one of my friends
to come out farther with me. She reluctantly consented. I took her
hand and ran backwards, getting gradually into deeper water. Suddenly
I felt one foot down in the channel; at the same moment my hand
slipped from hers: my mouth was just above water. The current ran
so strongly on my' chest that I felt it impossible to return, and I expected
every moment the sand to give way under my uppermost foot, when I
must have been carried away by the stream. My friend looked at me
with such ll. terror-stricken countenance that I thought, "I must laugh, or
she will be too frightened to help me, and, if she does not help me, I must
be drowned." So I put on a bright look, and said, "Give me your hand,
E--." She told me afterwards the thought flashed through her mind,
"If Rbe pulls me in, we shall both be lost, but I can't see her drown;" so
she stretched out her hand. I just caught her fingers, threw out my
other arm against the water, and raised myself up tbe bank again. My
friend told me some time afterwards that she still awoke with terror in
the night, thinking she saw me sinking in the water.
I cannot but see the Lord's band in my preservation, especially in
giving me such composure that I could do the best thing under the
circumstances.
Dear sir, looking back to the death wbich I migltt bave met leads me
to look forward to the death which I must meet. How will it be with
me tben? Instead of the sinking sand under my fH,t, shall I feel tbem
firmly planted on tbe Rock of Ages? Instead of the slender hand of
my friend, sball I feel tbe everlasting arms around and underneath me?
If so, all will be well, and I sballsing with blessed David, "Yea, though'
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fe11r nQ evil:
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff tbey comfort me."
Jesus, perfect my trust,
Strengthen the hand of my faith,
Let me feel Thee near when I stand •
, On the edge of the shore of death.
Feel Thee near when my feet
Are slipping over the brink,
For it may' be I'm nearer home,
Nearer now than I think."
That you, dear Dr. Doudne,Y, and I, may each realize His blessed
presence in the dark river is the prayer of
Bristol.
ONE OF YOUR HEARERS.
H
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GOD'S REST.
AN ADDRESS AT THE CLIFTOX CONFERENOE,

"

1875,

BY REV. J. BENNETT, M.A.

OUR subject,- beloved Ohristian friends, is that precious one-" Rest;"
and yet not rest simply, but the special rest spoken of in Hebrews iv. I
mean God's own rest. We read of rest in Scripture in many different
ays. There is a rest from sin, a re3t from the curse and condemnation
of guilt, which Jesus gives. "Oome unto me," He says, "and I will
give you rest." And then we read, too, of another rest-experimental
rest-rest under trial and difficulty, and in seasons of perplexity into
which those enter who have taken upon them the yoke of Jesus, and
humbly seek to follow Him. That, I believe, is spoken of in that passage,
"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me."
Live as obedient
children, "and ye shall find" experimental "rest."
I say the rest mentioned in Hebrews iv. seems a different rest from
this. -If you look at the opening of the chapter, this is brought before
us.
"Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering
into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." So also in
another place, "If they shall enter into my rest." Thus it is the very
rest of God-that in which He Himselfrests~thatHis children are called
to enter. You know in this chapter we read of God's rest at creation.
Now, that rest, I think we may say, was marred. Do you remember the
basis of it? We are told whv God rested in the last verse of Genesis.
"God saw everyt~ing that H~ had made, and behold it was very good."
So you see the basis of God's rest was this-the goodness of that which
came from His hand ere yet it was marred by sin. But we know how
sin entered, how creation is made subject to vanity, "groaning and
travailing together in pain." So I think we may say God's oreat£on rest
was marred, because it could not continue by reason of sin.
But what, beloved, is God's rest now? what its foundation? I need
not stay to prove to you, beloved brethren, that it is nothing more nor
less than the person and work of His own beloved Son. Hence it is that in
Hebrews i. we have very strikingly brought before us the person of
G"hrist. It is that with which the Apostle bursts forth. There is not the
usual salutation, "Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you." No, but
" He who spake by the prophets hath in these last days spoken unto us
by His Son," &c. The excellencies of the person of Jesus and the perfection of the work of Jesus are alike unchangeable, and that is what is
brought out in the latter part of the chapter: "Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heav,ens are the
works of 'rhine hands: they shall perish, but Thou remainest," &c. All
these things shall be dissolved and pass away; but what then? When
creation is gone, so to speak, what then? "Thou art the same, and
Thy years shall not fail."
Here, then, beloved, is sure rest, because based upon the persQ!:. :l.nd
work of Him who is "the same' yesterday, to-day, and for Gver." But
then in the second chapter we have the Apostle presenting another
thought in connection with this-the oneness of Jesus with His people
Why was it He came into the world? First of all, to glorify the Dame
of His Father. But there WaS another reason: "because the child-ren,"
whom God had given Him in everlasting covenant, "were par~akers of
flesh and blood, He likewise took part of the same." For their sakes
He became incarnate, and poured forth His precious blood, tasting death
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for everyone of them, and making reconciliation for the sins of His
people. All this is based upon the oneness of Jesus with His Ohurchthat Ohurch which is shown, in the epistle to the Ephesians, to have
been one with Him in eternity; one through His life here; one in His
obedience, in His death, in J?:is resurrection and as::ension to the· right
hand of power. This Jesus"and this Oh.urch are absolutely one. Hence
it comes to pass that our God (ob, precious truth!) rested in Jesus as the
covenant Head of His people, who are partakers of that righteousness
and sharers in that work which is the basis of His rest. And so, Been
not in ourselves, but as one with Jesus, we, in the riches of His grace,
are those in whom He rests.
Now, in Hebrews iv., the Apostle shows us, I believe, that not only
is Jesus in union with His OhurcD. the basis of this rest, but that Jesus
Himself entered into this very rest. In verse 10 he says: "He that
is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God
did from His." Ohrist entered into that rest, and you and I shall enter
in. "There remaineth a keeping of a Sabbath to the people of God."
But it is that rest into which we shall personally enter soon that we now
in joyful anticipation and foretaste of faith do enter into.
I think in the Old Testament Scriptures we have many types of this
precious truth-the rest of God in the person and work of Jesus. I
will only briefly refer to two. First of all, there is that in Genesis viii.,
where Noah, after the flood, steps out upon dry ground the head of a
typically new creation. Now, the ark with Noah's family thus passing
through the waters of wrath was (as I think St. Peter shows us) a type
of our covenant Head passing through the waters of judgment on
Oalvary. That wrath is over; the judgment finished, the condemnation
passed. We have been through it in Jesus, and done with it, blessed be
God, for ever. But what is the first thing Noah does? He offers a
sacrifice. And what do we read concerning it? "The Lord smelled a
sweet savour." If you look at the margin, which here is the exact representation of the original, you read thus: "The Lord smelled a savour of
rcst." In other words, He saw something the emblem of that sacrifice
in which He could rest for ever. So again, when the Mosaic law is
instituted, what is the first of all the offerings we have given? It is
the burnt offering which brings before us this aspect of Ohrist; one who
offered a sacrifice which was a sweet savour in the sight of God-something in which He could rest. So in reference to that offering. With
every distinct kind of it, showing the divers degrees of faith whereby
Ohrist is apprehended, it is said: "It is a burnt sacrifice, an offering of
a sweet-smelling savour unto the Lord." It is the same' as in Genesis,
" a savour of rest unto the Lord." The rich Israelite might bring the
bullock and the poor Israelite the pigeon; but in each case there was
that in which God would rest with satisfaction. So it is with God's
children now: the feeble, trembling believer may just have hope in the
precious blood of Ohrist, whereas the well-instructed Ohristian may
rejoice in all the deeper truths of the Gospel; but in the case of the
feeblest as of the strongest does God rest, for He imputeth to each the
preciousness of the blood. He seeth each acceptable in the acceptableness of His own Son. Your apprehension, beloved, of that acceptableneBS is one thing, God's measure of that acceptableness quite another.
I believe in the first epistle of Peter we have this truth brou'ght
before us, though in Our version it does not come out quite so clearly as
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it might. In 1 Peter ii. 6, the Apostle speaks of a " corner-stone, elect,
precious." Then in the next verse, "Unto you therefore which believe
He is precious." You notice the margin renders that "an honour."
The word in the original is a substantive, but it is a substantive connected with the adjective that has gone before, applied to the stone
which is precious. Hence we may take a word and coin it, and the
exact force would be this: "Unto you which believe is the preciousness."
The stone is a precious stone-God alone knows its preciousness. But
unto the feeblest of them that believe belongs by imputation all the
preciousness of that stone in the sight of God. Is He righteous? So
am'I. Is He One in whom the Father delighteth? So doth He delight
in those who aFe "bone of His bone, and flesh of His flesh." Is He
acceptable? So am I.
" More near I cannot be;
For in the person of His Son
I am as near as He! "
This truth is likewise pointed out in another general 'type, of which I
will just remind you. Look into the" holy of holies;" you stand in
that tabernacle, and what do you see there? Look at the shekinah,
and over what does it rest? It rests over the mercy-seat. And the
Apostle, in Romans iii., shows that Ohrist is set forth by the mercy-seat.
The shekinah rests there to show us where our God resteth, even in the
person and work of Him who is represented by the mercy-seat. Mark
another thing: look at either end of the mercy-seat, and there you see the
cherubim. And what do we read of them? They are made out of the
matter of the mercy-seat, and in the book of Revelation they join in the'
song of redemption, and so represent the Ohurch. So you see where
God rests-over the mercy-seat. But the shekinah must rest over the
cherubim, too, for they are of the very matter of the mercy-seat. " Bone
of His bone, and flesh of His flesh."
This, beloved, is the word of the prophet, "The Lord thy God in the
midst of thee is mighty; He will rest in His love." Thus, as God says
in the Psalm, "This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have
desired it." "Oh, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God!" See you not the glory and preciousness of this?
If there were anything save in the Lord Jesus upon which God could
look with satisfaction, man might claim some of the glory. But if God
takes the most defiled, the most unworthy, the most sinful and unbelieving,
and brings them into the covenant of His Son, redeems them by His
blood, preserves them by His grace, and then, looking at them not in
themselves, but in Jesus, rests in them, and upon them, seeing them
precious as Jesus is, and righteous as He is, oh, how all the glory,
praise, and thanksgiving' shall go forth to the triune covenant J ehovahFather, Son, and Holy Spirit!
ETERNAL UNION-IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS-THE
HEADSHIP OF JESUS.
BY THE EDITOR OF THE "LITTLE GLEANER" AND " SOWER."

A SAD departure from the" old paths" of truth has taken lace of late
years upon the above subjects. Many are endeavouring to overturn
what has long been called" federal theology." :Federal theology we
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believe most sincerely to be the theology of the Bible. We believe it to
be the only theology that provides for the maintenance of the honour
of the great Lawgiver, while offending law-breakers go free. Moreover, we believe it to be the only theology that provides the true
answer to the cry of an awakened sinner: "What must I do to be
saved? How should man be just with God? Wherewith shall I come
before the Lord, and bow before the high God?" The new teaching
(or rather new revival of old heresies) of which we complain denies the
eternal covenant connection betwixt the elect members and their glorious
Head-denies, therefore, that all that Jesus did, as under the law, was
done by Him a~ the Head of the Church, as truly as Adam sinned as the
head of the world; and that, consequently, as truly as the world broke
the law in Adam, so truly the Church kept the law in Christ; or, in
other words, this evil doctrine denies that, as truly as Adam's disobedience, being done by him in union with the world, is reckoned or
imputed to the world, so that in that they are all guilty, so truly was the
.obedience of Christ done by Him in union with the Church reckoned or
imputed to the Church, so that in that they are all righteous.
If .the Scripture is abundantly clear upon anything, it is upon these
. points, so that the reader is ready to suppose the denial of the doctrine
of eternal union and imputed law-fulfilling righteousness must proceed
from persons very negligent, or very ignorant of the Scriptures. Such
is by no means the case. These sad errors have issued from, or been
revived by, a party singular for th'6ir great attachment to, and knowledge
of, the Scriptures; a party whose opinions, therefore, enlist the attention
of those who, aware how the waters of truth have been fouled by the
feet of priests, long to have it pure from the rich fountain of Scripture.
But, in proportion as the bearers of t~ese new doctrines are renowned
for their adherence to Scripture, are their opinions dangerous, if
erroneous; and that they are erroneous, we are as fully persuaded as
we are persuacled that Arminianism and Socinianism are erroneous.
But the reader may ask, On what text do these persons profess to
build their denial, first of the eternal federal Headship of Christ, and
second of His imputed righteousness?
The' following is one of their main texts: "Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground, and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit" (John xii. 24). This text, they say, teaches that
Jesus was" alone" before He died, that is, that the Church had no union
with Him until after He rose from the dead. Now, if any text can
teach the doctrine of the Church being in Christ BEFORE He died, surely
this text teaches it, for every kernel of "fruit" brought forth by the
corn of wheat, through its falling into the ground and dying, is in it
before it falls into the ground, and is only brought forth in consequence
of being first in it seminally. The Church was chosen in Ohrist before
the foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4), was given to Christ by the
Father (John xvii. 6), and Jesus "has" the sheep before they are
" brought." " Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also
I must bring" (John x. Hi). Another text perverted is Eph. i. 22:
"And gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church." It is
argued that as this relates to a transaction after His resurrection, He
was not Head until then. Now, this text does not speak of the Lord
Jesus as Head of the Ohurch, but as "Head over all things to the
Ohurch;" u., a risen Jesus has all things put into His hands, that He
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may rule them for the benefit of His Church, "which is His body, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all."
Another text perverted for this purpose is 1 Cor. xii. 13: "For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body;" and thus" he that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit." This passage is made to teach that union
only is by· the Spirit, and that in no sense has anyone union with Christ
until he has the Spirit. Whereas the truth taught here is, that just as
a person becomes actually, -visibly, and individually a member of the
family of the first Adam, by being a partaker of that common humanity,
that" one" flesh "of which God hath made all nations,". so a person's
being made a partaker of that one regenerating Spirit that dwells in
all the living members of Christ makes him actually, visibly, and
individually a joined one to the second Adam, the Lord from heaven.
But who that knows the Scripture would say that he had no federal
connection making him one with Adam until he was born after tb,e
1il.esh? Why, therefore, say we had no federal connection making us
one with Ohrist before we were born of the Spirit? (Rom. v. 19.) The
text, "As by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of One shall many be made righteous," to a mind uninitiated
. into this "strange doctrine," 'stands forth boldly on the side of federal
theology, or the truth. Therefore, one whom we are grieved to see
teaches this error says that "in· this Adam and Christ are to be
contrasted rather than compared. Adam was, head before he sinned, and
Christ was Head alter He 9beyed." The text contains no such contrast,
and such a remark is a vain sweep of a bitlow of error against the
immovable Rock of Truth. Adam was "the figure," not the contrast,
" of Him that was to come" (Rom. v. 14). The text teaches that just
for tHe same reason that Adam's sin made" the many" in him sinners,
did Christ's obedience make "the many" in Him righteous. The
reason why Adam's sin made the world sinners is, they were united to
him federally, and the reason why the obedience of Christ made the
Church righteous was, that they were united to Him federally-the
reason why Christ is "the Saviour of the body" is He is "Head of the
Church" (Eph. v. 23). Hence, Christ being "Head of the Church,"
lies at the root of salvation. This shocking error sweeps the rock of
salvation from under us. What a blessing that the foundation can never
be destroyed, though assailed! We need not follow these grievous
errors, although the armoury of the Bible is full ot: weapons against
them. We hope we have said enough to answer our end, which is
earnestly to caution our dear readers against this taking away the old
landmarks, and the introduction of errors subversive of the very
foundations of our hopes, and of that one work in the life and death of
Jesus by which God is so infinitely glorified and His people's justification and glorification secured.
"Brethren, by this your claim abide,
"Whatever loss you bear beside,
This title to bliss;
Oh, never give up this."

I

A LITTLE GIRL having had the sweet passage in Mark x. 14-16 read
to her, said, "How kind! I shall soon go to Jesus. He will soon bl~sl me
too; no discipline shall keep me away." Her sister kissed her, and said,
"Do you love me?" " Yes, my dear," she replied; "but do not be
angry, I love Jesus better."

----,-" -
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Srwmons by the Rev. A. Wileockson, Hull. London: Banks and 00.,
Paternoster Row.
THERE is a great' fulness, unction, and power in these sermons. They
bespeak deep and: anxious teaching, in both the fire and the flood.
Hence they come with the greater force and authority. Not dogmatism,
but that decision-that holy boldness and divine fervour-which has for
its warrant the Scriptural counsel, "Buy the truth, and sell it not."
A living, well-tried experience has this special feature about it, that it
makes the subject of it bold as a lfon in contending for the truth before
his enemies, and yet gentle as a lamb in dealing with the babes and the
sucklings of the household of faith. These sermons specially bear this
impress.
Sermons by the Rev. J. Battersby (Vicar of St. Simon'S', Sheffield), preached
at St. George the Martyr's, Southwark. London: Fisher and Stidstone, 13! Moorgate Street, E.O.
THE first of a series of sermons entitled, "Ye are God's Husbandry,"
"Flesh and Spirit," "Oome up Hither," "Rejected Oonfidences," &c.
Although there may be a special interest and a pr-culiar power attending
the preaching of certain sermons, yet there are comparatively few which
read well. The sermons before us, however, are a pleasing exception.
They are eminently expository. The preacber sticks to his text, and
seems to have the Scriptures at his fingers' ends in support of it. There
is a fearlessness and an outspokenness about these sermons which we
greatly admire. Not saying things for the sake of appearing courageous,
or, with a wish to be deemed singular, but said because the subject under
consideration involves the statement, if justice be done, and the truth
requires it. Not the" speaking smooth things and prophesy.ing deceits,"
but the Mieaiah honesty and integrity, "As the Lord liveth, what the
Lord saith unto me, that will I speak." The preacher exhibits deep
spiritual teaching. He quotes chapter and verse in a most remarkable
manner for all ho advances. His sentences are short and pithy, reminding us of the brief periods of Dean LAW. This is difficult of attainment
in writing-, much more in speaking. These sermons are admirably adapted
for being read in places where there is no stated minister. They
embody deep thinking, a clear opening of Scripture, and heartfelt expe-'
rience. We have read the sermons, especially the three last, with much
pleasure and satisfaction.
Tlw Pictorial World Christmas Number. A marvellous sixpenny worth!
• Oould such have been produced even when we remember the starting
of the Illustrated London News, it would have been deemed cheap at a
crown!
Walks and Talks with Jesus,. or, Great Sinners and a Gracious Saviour
Meeting and Greeting. By DAVID A. DOUDNEY, D.D. London: Book
Society, 28, Paternoster Row, Bristol: W. Mack, 38, Park Street. A
book for general use by those visiting in parishe., and among the sick and
poor, as well as for Bible-women and Sunday School teachers. We
trust it may prove a very practical answer to the all-important question,
"What must I do to be saved ?"

I.

