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A PREOEPT AND A PROMISE FOR 1878!
" Take therefore no thought jor the morrow: jor the morrow shall
take thought for the things oj itself. Suffioient unto the day is the
evil therea/"-MATT. vi. 34.
BELOVED, anxious for a suitable portion from which to address
you, upon the opening of a new and altogether untrqdden year,
we .trust the mind has rightly been directed to the words just
quoted. May the Lord open them and bless them. May He
accompany them with power and savour to our hearts.
The first thought that presents itself to our own mind is, that
they are the words Q/ the Lord Ohrt:st Himself. This gives addi. tional sweetness and preciousness to them. Who could know as
Jesus knew? who speak as Jesus spoke? All falls short of
Him; both in point of words and works. How well it was said
of Him, "He spake as one having authority, and, not as the.
Jews."
In their varied !1nxieties, their cross questionings, and their selfsuspicions, how prone are the dear children of God to overlook
this rich and distinguishing mercy. What is it? ,It is Reoognition. They are listening for the voice of JESUS! The words·
of men they have heard again and again; but these will not
suffice. Aye, more, they have, heard the very words of J (jsus
spoken by man, but even this will not meet the case. Such words
lack power and authority. This power and authority the LORD'
HIMSELF alone can give; therefore, what a mercy it is that the,
quickened and Ohrist-seeking soul can never be oontented until.
the LORD HIMSELF speaks. And what a blessed confirmation is
this of the Lord's own words: "He calleth his, own sheep
by name, and leadeth them eut. And when he putteth forth
his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the 1!,heep follow him:.,
for they know his voice. . And a stranger will they" not follow,
but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers"
•
B

Tile Gospel J.'lfagazine.

2
.1>

(John x. 3-5). 'Ah, in some cases this "following Him,"
I istening for His loving, fear-assuaging voice, lasts not for weeks
or months merely, but for even years!
'
There are those who will object to this, and say that there
must be fault somewhere; and such will contend that there is no
reason whatever that this should be the case. These arguments,
however, are utterly in vain. God is a Sovereign. He does as He
pleases. The path of one is no rule for that of another. Although
in one sense there is a beautiful harmony in the experiences of
the children of God, in another sense there is a wondrous variety.
And that variety is appointed for this purpose: that there should
be no cleaving to the creature, or setting up human standards, to
'the exclusion, either in whole or in part, of the simple calling
upon, looking to, and waiting for the LORD HIMSELF! The
condition of every Spirit-quickened sinner is-seeking for Jesus!
The earnest request of every such quickened soul is, "Sir, we
would see Jesus! ',' The ardent cry of such is, " Speak, Lord, for Thy
,servant heareth. Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation!"
We repeat, it is an inestimable' ble,ssing, when a soul is thus
kept looking and longing-watchi~g and' waiting for Jesus! Talk
:of men being substitutes for Jesus; would-be priests taking
ihe place of the Great High, Priest; why, a soul brought forth
,out of the grave of nature-the death in trespasses and sins-by
the quickening, life-giving ppwer of God the Holy Ghost, cannot
be contented with, so to speak, a delegated power from J eSU8.
'Mark what was said to the woman of Samaria, " Now we befieve,
, not because of thy saying, for we have heard Him ourselves, 'ana
, know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
We have another sweet setting forth of this precious truth of
what the LORD HIMSELF does, and of the savour and' power which
attend His own personal visits. While the disciples, who, on their
way to Emmaus, were unexpectedly indulged with such communion with Jesus as to cause 'their heart to burn within them,
and were afterwards telling their brethren what they had seen
and heard, we read that " as they thus spake, JESUS HIMSEU' stood
in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
•
you."
, iTESUS HIMSELF! Ah, this was the very climax of blessedness!
it was precisely so with Mary Magdalene, when she found her
~, Rabboni ! " ~or this, ~hegrace-quick~ned .soul looks and longs,
'Watches and waIts! It IS "JESDS ONLY" WIll suffice. And, when
fii:l speaks, they know His voice; and why? Because th.ere is
none like it. There was no trumpet like 'the J 1,lbilee trumpet; and
the very speciality of the sound caused the poor Israelitish captive
to hear it, and to heed it, too. And there is many a poor prisoner
of the"Lord-one of His captives here and another there-waiting
to ,hear the ,Jubilee trumpet, the gladsome note of freedom, or a full
and free discharge from all the dread consequences'l/of sinanll
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condemnation, resounding through their inmost souls. They shall
hear it by-and-bye, to their own eternal and uninterrupted rejoicing. But what is this Jubilee trumpet? Oh, it is the voice
of Jesus, Him whose divine prerogative alone it is, as the
Anointed of J ehovah, to "preach good tidings unto the meek:
to bind up the broken-hearted, / to proclaim liberty to the
ooptives, and t1J,e opening of the prison to them that are bound:
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of
veng,eance of, oar God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint
unto them that mourn in Z,ion, to give unto them beauty for
,ashes, ·the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness; that they. might be, called trees of righteousness, the pla1;lting of the.;Gol'd, that He might be glorified"
,{Isa. l~i. l--:3}.
.
:,.'
We come I;le~t to speak of the Relationship.
, The reader' ,will, observe the "therefore", in the words before
us, .' The "theref6re 1;land th~ "wherefore" in the Word are not
only very import~nt; but commonly very blessed likewise. They
se> frequently lead" us back to some precious truth which had
gone before." So, in the case before us, the Lord had been speaking of the tender care and Fatherly consideration and kindness
~f God; and now, having so clearly shown that all those things
touching the requirements for the body were God's matters, and
not His creature's, and having shown the necessity, moreover, of
"seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness," the
Lord Jesus adds: "Take, therefore, no thought for the morrow; "
that is, np anxious thought-=no burdensome or uneasy thought.
Don't attempt to take God's place; don't usurp His authority,;
don't -interfere with His prerogative. It is the father's place
to provide for the child-not the child for the father. To reverse
this order of things would be as absurd as it would be futile.
The judgment and the foresight belong to the father, not to the
child. The father must be first and foremost, not the child. The
father has a knowledge and experience which the child has"not,
nor can he be expected to have. The father's province is to
teach and train, to fit and qualify; and, in doing so, he must
provide. Moreover, there is a special dignity and a peculiar
honour, as well as responsibility, that attaches to the character of
father; and, if a man be worthy to bear the sacred name of father,
he enters into this: he is proud and happy to bear the responsibility, whilst he sustains the name and the fame of father!
Oh, reader, when, upon this momentous subject, we are enabled
to pass from the less.to the Greater-from the human to the
Divine-from the earthly ~o the Heavenly-oh, how blessed it is !
how comforting! how soul uplifting!
My Father knows! my Father hears! my Father heeds!
The earthly father' may have thQ will, but not the means. He
may have the' heart, but not the hand! ;Perhaps, from no fault of
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his own, he lacks the ability to carry out his wishes. He would
help if he could. Others-some few, by comparison, it may be
-could if they would. The case is reversed: many fathers there
are who have the heart but not the hand; they would if they
could: others have. the han(l, but not the heart. These could
help if they would help. Here is the distinction.
But God our Father has both the will and the way. That precious
truth strictly appertains to Him: "The Lord will give grace and
glory; and no good thing will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly." -" Your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of before ye ask Him." "My God shall supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus."
Reader, may we not well pause a moment to inquire, especially
as we stand upon the threshold of a new year: "Has not this
been verified and confirmed through all the weeks and months
and years of our pilgrimage, up to the present moment? Has
ought been lacking? Has He not most tende;rly and lovingly
and graciously led us and fed us all our lives long even until
now? "Hath ought failed of all the good things which He
promised? Hath not all come to pass, and not one thing
hath failed thereof?"
Oh, what a God He has been! How merciful! - how tender!
how gracious! How marvellous have been His acts! How wondrous His interpositions! How astonishing His deliverances! In
what numberless and most unthought-of ways has He appeared!
How unsuspected, but oh, how lovingly and how graciously! So
completely a Father's act! So worthy, too, of a God, for wisdom,
and for love, and 'for majesty! None but a God could have done
it. None but a God would have done it; and that God our
Qod for ever and ever! Oh, dear reader, think of it. How
.all cares and anxieties, trials and vexations, dwindle into perfect
insignificancy before this glorious view of our real standing in and
with the Lord our God. The Lord J ehovah our Father and
Frie.nd ! Aye, and pledged, too, to be and to do all that can
possibly be. for His glory' and our good. Oh, how sweet the
language"This God is the God' we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large at! His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
"'Tis J esue, the First and the Last,
Whose. Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all' that is paf:lt,
And trust Him for all that's to come."

Having touched a little upon the Relationship, we come now,
dear reader, as the Lord may enable us, to consider the Repose."Take, therefore, no thought for the morrow." Just seek to
leave it in the hands of your Father. He knows all about it. He
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sees what you cannot see. All things stand naked and open
unto Him. The end is as clearly revealed to Him as the beginning. There are no after-thoughts with our God. He has no.
need to speculate or to experiment. He foresees all results. He
solves all problems. The future is as plain to .Him as the present
or the past. " A thousand years in His sight are but as yesterday
when it is past, and 80S a watch in the night." .
But here is a point which we wish, dear reader, most strongly
to enforce. Why should we, for one moment, suppose that the
future will not be as fraught with mercy and blessing as the past?
Dare we encourage the thought that the storehouse of love and
wisdom and goodness is exhausted? Why, so far from such.
being the case, it is as full and as inexhaustible as ever! There is
not the. semblance of failure! Nay, in spite of tha fact that
myriads upon myriads, age after age and generation after
generation, have been drawing and drawing from the vast
granaries of divine love and bounty, they are as full charged as
ever! The fountain flows and overflows as though it had never
yet yielded a draught to any poor thirsty comer.· There are two
gladsome notes which make the very heavens to echo with their
riohness and their sweetness: they are these: "HE GIY.ETH MORE
GRACE!" and" YET THERE IS ROOM!" Aye, and from over
the everlasting hills comes the joyous welcome, "Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money: come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1); then, again, is
the echo: "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Oome. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. xxii. 17).
Oh, beloved, how sweet it is, upon the entrance of another
year, and amid all the confusion and the turmoil and the mystery
by which Christendom appears to be agitated and enthralledhow sweet, we say, are these covenant verities, lifting us up
above all sorrows; quieting all fears; checking all despondings;
re-establishing in the "I will" and the "They shall" of a
covenant God! "I will say, They are my people: and they
shall say, The Lord is my God."
.
Reader, what does this embrace? Rather we should ask, what
does it not embrace? Oh, may "We not say with the Apostle,
"All things are yours; whether Paul,' or Apollos, or Oephas, or
the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come;
all are yours; and ye are Ohrist's; and Christ is God's"?
(I 001'. iii. 21-23.) Again, may we not take up his words, and
exclaim, "What shall we then say to these things? If God be
for us, who can be against us? He, that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up f9r us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?" (Rom. viii. 31, 32.)
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Sure we are that the' more closely we· examine the gr.oul;/.d ,_ f{1:t'
this resting or reposing upon a covenant Gc;>d, Jor, ~n .t~at, app~r;
tains to the future, the more clearly and b.lessedlY shaU':w,e :s~~,
the stability of that ground.
" , \;,: :'; . . et
First, contemplate the standing of the Church in Christ; whose
property she is, and, at what an amazing price she was purchased
or redeemed. Next; consider the covenant pledge of a covenant
God with respect to His, people; how:{Ie stands, engaged to
succour, to defend, to deliver. Again, let it b~ remembered' how
ceaselessly would the' enemy exult~how everlastingly triumphcould he but wrest even 'oile vessel of metcyfrom the all-p'owerful
hold of J ehovah-Jesus.· Well'has the po~t said"How would th&J>owers of darkness boast,
,If ,but one praymg soul were lost!"

Further, we have the Lord's own covenant purpose and design,
in the accomplishment of which He will never-no, never-sufferHimself to be defeated: "This people have I formed for myself;
they shall show forth my praise." "For the Lord hath chosen
.Zi'on: He hath ,desired. it for His habitation. This is my rest for
Elver: here will I dwell; for I have desired it."
Shall, therefore, the thought be entertained for even a moment,
that the great, the glorious J ehovah, the immutable and eternal
lAM THAT I AM, will allow of a defeat? permit Himself t(}
be overcome? suffer Himself to be' disappointed? That be farft~)IIi Him, who; "doeth according to His will in the army of
freaven, and among the inhabitants' of the earth; and none can
~t'a~ His hand, or' say unto Him, What doesti Thou?" Blessed
be,' God, "His counsels shall stand, and He will do all His
pleasure."
. Reader, these are' perfectly scriptural grounds' for a poor, SpiritqUickened, Christ-seeking sinner to rest or repose upon. God
hath said it: that's enough for faith. Men may scoff aud devils
rage, ~.ut Jehovah's p~rposes shall be ~ccomplished in spite of all.
"':I; al\l the Lord," salth He; "that IS my name; and my glory
L not' give to another, nor my praise to graven images."
, Oh, for more of the simplicity and the steadfastness of faith,
so as to rest upon the character and the 'covenant of a gracious
God! Even the wicked prophet declared, "God is not a man,
that He should lie; neither the Son of 'man, that He should
repent: hath He said; and shall He not do it? or hath He
spoken, and shall He not make it good?" '(Num. XXIii. 19.) If
the testimony- of an enemy be such, oh, what may the dear
ohildren say about the wondrous acts, the marvellous interpositions, the boundless mercies, the astounding lovingkindnesses of
a gracious' God and Father in Christ Jesus? And not only
'what grounds have they' to' rest or repose upon Him, but what
may they well say ~ of Him, in testifying Of His divine faithfulI
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ness and wondrous love- and mercy ? Well, indeed, may they
exclaim with t,he poet"

t'

')

l'

I~

l'
~,

,I

"Oh, for suoh love let rocks and hills
Their lasting, silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

Well, dear reader, and don't you think we may venture to
step over the threshold of a new and, untrodden year, "leaning
upon the Beloved," when ,we consider all He has been and all
He has done; and when we add to His past words and bygone doings, what He has pledged HiJ;Ilself He will still be an,d
do? Looking .at matters in this two-fold point of view, do
you think that there is any real cause for distrust or alarm? Do
you say, "Ah, but there is s,uch-and-such and so-and-so to come"?
Admitted; but would you so un-Deify J ehovah as to suppose
that He had not· taken that such-and-such and so-and-so into
the account? Could His covenant have been a perfect covenant
ha,d it not embraced the future, in all its details and entirety,
even as it embraced the past? Will not the" in all things
ordered and sure/' of which the Psalmist spoke, stand good
throughout? It would verily be a sorry covenant-aye, a per-'
fectly useless one-were it otherwise. The covenant is as perfect
-as complete-as comprehensive-as blessed-as a God in
covenant could render it.

'I

.. This covenant, 0 believer, stands, 'Twas made with Jesus for His bride
Tb,y rising fears to quell;
Bj:lfore the sinner fell.."

Lastly, we have the Reason assigned: "Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof." Coverdale renders the passage thus: "Care
not, then, for the morrow, for the morrow shall care for itself.
Every day hath enough of his own travail." ,
Our poor minds may be said to travel in advance of our bodies.
In a mental point of view, we live by ant£cipation ; and, in so doing,
look for the fortitude and the strength and the courage in advance.
Tb;is we shall never have only by faith and assurance: a faith
and assurance grounded upon divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency.
The strength we shall not have until the day, with its necessities,
,8.ITives, any more than we . shall have to-morrow's food for the
nourishment of our bodies before the morrow comes. "As thy
'days, so shall thy strength be." It is God's shall, reader, and
He will stand to His word, as verily as He is God.
( Oh, then, blessed Lord, help 'us, we pray Thee, simply
to look to Thyself and to lean upon Thyself, as we venture
forwarQ.. , 'l'hou knowest, Lord, what poor, helpless, short-sighted
creatures we are. We are but mere worms of the earth. We
have no strengt1J. Of our own-no, Lord, not a particle.' Neither
have we wisdom or foresight. On the contrary, as Thou well
kJiowest, Lord, we know not what a day-no, nor even what an.
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hour-may bring forth. We are in perfect . ignorance' of what
the very next moment may witness. Our breath is in our
nostrils. We are 'crushed as the moth. Our state, ~ord, is one
of absolute and entire dependence. Thoudost teach us, day by
day and hour by hour, that "without me ye can do nothing."
It is verily a truth, Lord. But oh, teach us, we pray Thee,
correspondingly and blessedly, "Through Christ -I can do all
things; for when I am weak, then am I strong; strong in the
Lord, and in the power of His might.
Dear and blessed Lord, let the ,opening year, we pray Thee,
bear yet more significant token and proof than even allY preoeding year, "that Thou givest power to the faint, and to those
that have no might Thou dost increase strength." Let this new
year bA specially noted by the inquiry, "Who is this that cometh
up from the wilderness, leaning upon the Beloved?'" yea, may
it be specially characteristic of Thy Church in the wilderness,
that"Through fire and flood she goes,
A weakling more than strong;

f

. ~i

Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."

God, of His great mercy, grant it, for Christ's sake.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Dec. 7, 1877.
THE EDITOR.

THE LORD SEETH AND HEARETH.
" The eyes of the Lorcl are upon the righteous, ancl His ears are open unto their
,
cry."-PsALM xxxiv. 15.
'CHILD of God, do earth's wild tQW'
Though He cause these cries of
pests
anguish,
Yet His love" no tongue can tell;"
Toss thy weary, laden soul P
Lift thy streaming eye to Jesus,
Question not Hi. dealings with thee;
View by faith thy peaceful goal.
Know He " doeth all things well."
Child of God, do fierce temptations
Meet thee in thy path of life P
Do the cares of business press thee P
Fierce and bitter is the strife? ,

(Oh, how sweet when I am bearing
Trials unseen by human eyes,
Just to feel my Saviour knoweth,
And with lJl,e doth sympathise!

Do ten thousand foes beset thee, .
Close thee in on every side?
Fight, and faint not j watching o'er
thee
Is the Lord, the Crucified.

When my mind is near distraction
Through a cause that seems so small,
That my friends coulcl feel no pity,
Sweet the thought that Christ knows

His command awoke the tempest;
Chosen thy temptations were;
By His word thy foes surround thee;
Ordered every want and care.

Child of God, thy Saviour loves thee
" With an everlasting love; "
These affl.ictions light prepare .thee
For celestial joys above.

all I)

Soon will.end the desert journey,
Soon the longecl for rest will come,
Soon the pearly gates swing open,
And receive thy spirit home!
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DOUBTING CASTLE.
"Without were fightings, within were fears."-2 COR. vii. 5.'
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No slight acquaintance with the family of God, and' the varied exeroises of soul they are the subjects of, brings us to the conclusion
that Doubting Castle' is more largely tenanted than is generally
supposed, that its surroundings are very extensive, and that many a
child of God becomes an inmate thereof for many a long year, being
subject to "foes without and fears within" of a depressing and conflicting character. Oh, that we might be the means, under God, of
rescuing even one such, if His will; and yet we know it is no easy
matter. Trammelled and wound round by the cobwebs of SatarLs crafty
skill we know they are-their wings fettered and tied. Still, nothing
is too hard for the Lord. If He directs and blesses, it must be done.
Now, we quite know that there is a large class of professing
Christians who cannot understaud "doubters," having never been
cudgelled in Doubting Castle themselves. Such will generally be
ladies of easy circumstances, and who. are very zealous in works; and
such will say to the poor trembling child of God, "Oh, but, my dear
friend, it' is 'very wrong to doubt." Such always appear to us like
Job's comforters, who would throw it at him that all his afflictions
were the result of his own misconduct, whereas the Lord asserted very
differently concerning" His servant Job."
It is all very well for those who have not a misgiving heart, and
who are not harassed by the assaults of the tempter, and who sail
very placidly and smoothly over the sea of life, to talk thus; but let
one be driven to his or her wits' end-have reverses, crosses, and contradictions innumerable-ah! then it will be found not so easy to
'cease from doubts. Indeed, to my mind, nothing but the God of all
consolation can really llond effectually work with such. Yes, dear
reader, have you not felt, with us, that there are certain exercises' of
soul, that the child of God is brought into that none but the Lord can
deliver from 1 Instruments all fail, and it seems that they are cases
for the Lord io deal with alone. Preaching, with all its value, is in:
vain; teaching, with all its importance, is powerless; the talk of fell~w
creatures, even though such be grace-taught, fails to bring comfort and
peace. It must be the Lord alone and directly who can afford relief.
We feel that is very much so with regard to some of the Lord's
doubting ones-such, for instance, who hear the Word, but anon
cannot receive it with joy. They are particular and discerning with
regard to the truth, and loathe the light bread of free-will. They fully
believe in a "covenant ordered in all things and sure," and fully concur
in the doctrines of grace, but there is that lack of personal realization
desirable, and which they fancy others are enjoying, so that they are
left as before, the same doubting things with, regard to their own
calling and election of God. ,
.
Now, we must be honest here. Observation thrusts upon us a peculiar
form of doubting which is not altogether uncommon-we mean that
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form where it seems the subjects (if I may be allowed the expression,
for I cannot think of one more to the point), the subjects gloat over
their doubts and fears, and outwardly refuse to be comforted. We
very much fear that "pride" is at the bottom of such a course. It
is a constant sighing, "Ah, me! ah, me!" Oh, dear reader, the human
heart is so treacherous; it needs probing and proving. "Try the
.pirits," and see whether they be of God.

,

"

r,

"Whatever prompts the soul to pride,
Or gives us room to boast,
Except in Jesus crucified,
Is not the Holy Ghost."
There may be even a boasting of one's doubts of which ." pride of
heart" is the spring. .
But, while we put in this caut,ion, it is still evident that many
of the dear children of God, who are earnestly thirsting and longing to be right for eternity, are still borne down with real doubts,
issuing from an anxious spirit and troubled mind. Better this by
far than "settled. on one's lees," having no fear of God in the heart,
or thought of an eternal world. When a man says, " I'm all
right; I've nothing to fear," we may be well assured he is all wrong,
and has everything to fear; therefore, far from the anxiety referred to
being a token of a 16st condition, it is most certainly an evidence
that there has been a stirring up within-that he is not let alone, but
has learnt Job's experience, when he said, "God maketh my heart
soft: the Almighty troubleth me."
Our blessed Lo'rd Himself had fears in His hurnan state. Is not the
language of the eighty-eighth Psalm prophetic language concerning
the Lord Jesus: "Lover and friend hast Thou put far from me, and
mine acquaintance into darkness"~ As Matthew tells us, when describing
the betrayal and forsaking of Him before F,ris crucifixion, "But all
this was done, that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.
Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled." If, then, this be so,
note the expressions in connection therewith: "Lord, why casteth Thou
off my soul ~ why hidest Thou Thy face from me ~ I am afflicted
and ready to die from my youth up: [mark] while· I suffer Thy terror's
I am distracted," &c. Surely this was fulfilled when, in the garden
of Gethsemane, His sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood falling
to the ground, while He exclaimed, "Father,' if Thou be willing, remove
this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be done."
'~nd again, when on the cross, He was forsaken by His Father, and
the prince of darkness, lYith all the fiends of hell, were throwing
their fiery darts at Him (Matt. xxvii. 44-46). How fully, then, ean
He sympathize with "His fearful saints," and how truly and completely is He" touched with the feeling of their infirmities."
But marking that word, reader, we have just used-" distraction.'"
Some consider that it is derived from a Hebrew root which signifies,
" I am wheeled about." If so, how expressive of our oft experience." wheeled about," always in motion, having no rest day nor night';
cannot fold our 'arms and say, "Now all is peace; now am I freed
from all doubts and fears; now do I no longer feel a sinner, but,
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really am a saint." Some, however, 'profess to have got to this exalted
standing. I should fear, though, they are very near a fall, as far as l'
can ,see and observe. Those really taught of God have far more reason
to say, "I am wheeled about," than that" I have not a fear, and am at
peace." There is so much in this tiresome world to distract and disturb, and the great question is, whether the Lord has not so ordered
it that we may be stirred out of our creature nests, find no safety in
false refuges, and wing our way to eternal glory. We, then, must be
content still to be "wheeled about."
Well, as it was with the Master, so it is with His followers-all are
subject to fears. Looking back upon the now closed pages of another
year, and thinking of the many of the Lord's own who J..1ave' passed
away during its period, I do not know that I could point to a single
one and say, there such an one's mountain stood strong; he or she was
delivered from all fear. On the contrary, one and all were doubters
and tremblers to the end, simply clinging to the Lord J eRUS, yet
,without much assurance and with many misgivings. Of course, I do
not allude here to "Free-willers," who, standing in creature confidence,.
have no doubts and fears. I must say, though, I would rather be found
among those that are not S'ltre than those who are over sure. I can get
on better with "poor publicans" than with presumptuous professors.
Well, then, we repeat, all the Lord's followers have their doubts
~nd fears, and, although we are not going for one moment to·
justify doubting, yet it is evident the Old Testament and New Testa~
ment saints were not free from doubts and fears. It was not with
them perpetual sunshine any more than it is with us. Good old Jacoh
had 'his faintings and forebodings. Job says, "The thing that I
'greatly fea1'ed has come upon me." Isaiah says, "Say unto the fearful
~eart, Be strong." David's Psalms are full of timid and doubting
breathings, and such expressions might be multiplied as issuing from
the burdened hearts of God's Old Testament saints. So with the
disciples of our Lord, who were again and again rebuked by Him for
their fears-" 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt 1"-so
that we may conclude, at all events, that it was, as it is, "a family
failing."

And now, let us draw attention to a few smtrces of comfort to those
who fear.

, I. Doubts and fears are not in the covenant, and are, therefore, of self.
~,.,

;

There is no "but," "if," or "peradventure" in the covenant of grace,_
'the whole spirit of which is "I will," and "they shall." It does not
ask the recipients if they are willing, but makes them so in "the day
of His power." In the ordinary affairs of life, if one wishes to bequeath
his fellow' a sum .of money or some valuable gift, he does not
ask his leave, or if he be willing to accept such. This is taken for
granted, and the benefit bestowed without asking. So it is with the
Father's will. It is all a free gift, thus it is all of grace. The
writer, for one, is obliged constantly to fall back upon the COVENANT
OF GRACE, for he sees therein all certainty, with no possibility of
failure, because it is confirmed and ratified not by man-,-not 'even by
'the laws of a nation-but by the will of God, "in whom is no variableness nor shadow of tUrning." But, further-

12

The Gospel Magazine.

~ H. Doobts and fears arise from a lack of o:PJYfopriating ' faith to perceive
and lay hold of our adoption, while we think the benefits of grace are

for any but ourselves. We cannot give ourselves faith-at all events,
a faith that is of any service to us in the matter of our adoption.
It is therefore that. we are brought to learn an.d to feel the need of the
Spirit of God, faith being the gift of God supplied by the Holy Spirit.
Now, what we want is that little CONNECTING LINK seen and realized.
We are united to Christ, but we want to gaze on the link,. instead of
which we are so prone to keep meddling, with the old links that
bound us to Satan, turning them over, measuring their length, calculating
their strength, and so forth~all waste of time. Oh, let us, reader, look
at, turn over, and see the strength of the link that binds us to a precious
Christ, which cannot be broken.
But a step further with regard to doubts and fears. We observe
thatIll. As they sp1'ing from self, allowc£nce must be made for constitutional
weakness and temperament. We are not all made alike. The nervous
energy is more susceptible in some than in others, and the temper varies
immensely, while all these variations of nerve and temper undoubtedly
have their effect upon oU,r present calm of mind, but yet it must be
distinctly understood in no way mar our real standing in Christ before
God. There is a difference also in the very constitution of the mind.
There are shallow thinkers who receive nothing with over much concern;
there are deep thinkers whose thoughts lay hold of them. So, again,
debility of constitution may so work as to produce a preponderance
of doubts and fears which those who are robust and strong know
nothing of. Nor do we learn that· all these various susceptibilities
are laid aside or left behind w)J.en grace takes possession of the soul, nay, they are taken up and become seats of action, proving that the
old man is the old man still. Allowance, then, must be made for
• these thingfi, while we repeat, they in no way mar our real standing
in Ohrist. Again--

IV. The L01'd was fully aware that His people would be a doubting, fearful
Hence the many "Fear nots" of the Bible, specially addressed to
His own. Why, to those who pride themselves that they are free from
such, one-half of the Bible is of no use to them. They must, when they
come to a "Fear not," away with it, and say, "Oh, that is for that poor
miserable sinner down the1·e. As for me, I am a saint, wal~ing in perfect
holiness." Ah, well, I for one mUjlt take my place by the lowly one
DOWN THERE, glad with such to hang upon the promises of God which
are' attached to His "Fear nots." If we have no opposition on the
part of Satan, no warfare with foes without, no strpggle with fears
within, and no scorn of the world to endure, we may suspect the genuineness of our religion. But, while there is warfare, there will be fears, and
we shall ever need, the consolation and encouragement of the Lord's
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. "Fear nots."

But lastly, upon this point, observeV. Doubts and fears never kill, although they may wound and keep in
suspense. We are often cast down in consequence of them, yet not
.destroyed; "faint, yet pursuing." Indeed, nothing can destroy the real life
of the Christian, let him be brought ever so low. He may be shut up
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in some dungeon, and apparently given over to death, but in due time
he shall make his way out; he shall live yet to "praise Him who is the
health of his countenance, and his God." And, while upon this point, I
may mention by the way that I do not wish to call in question for a
moment so able an expositor of the "Pilgrim's Progress" as John
Bunyan; still, I must say that he is hardly sound in his doctrine to make
the yard of Doubting Castle, which the Christian is taken into, the
receptacle of thousands of bones and skulls of those whom Giant Despair
had despatched. It is true Satan despatches thousands and tens of thousands of those who believe not; but such have never been in the way
at all-have never lost their load of sin at the foot of the cross-but
live and die unbelievers. Now, the Lord's doubting ones are of a very
different cast and kind. They believe thoroughly Jesus. They say, "There
is no other name given under heaven whereby we can be saved." But
what they lack is, an appropriating faith to lay hold of the fact that
He has saved them. Such will never perish by the way. No, the
Doubting Oastle in which the ungodly and careless sinner lives is of
a different order to this. He is led captive at Satan's will, and it is
not a domain, either in the way or even in a "bye-path," which the
Christian traverses after he has known the Lord.
Let us, then, return to our position, namely, that doubts may wound,
but will never kill the regenerate child of God.
,
VI. There' may be broken bones, but there can be no broken covenant;
Satan may be permitted to deal in rough usage, but, with all his permitted power, he cannot break the covenant. Oh, then" Let not thy heart, desponding, say,
, How shall I stand the trying day? '
He has engaged by firm decree
That' as thy days thy strength shall be.'''

Thus have we 'seen .that Doubting Castle is largely tenanted; that
our blessed Lord Himself had fears in His 'human state, and so is
able fully to sympathise with His people, who have always been, and
still are, a fearful people, ofttimes "distracted" or "wheeled about; "
that such doubts 'and fears are not in the covenant of 'grace, and,
therefore, from "SELF;" that they arise from a lack of appropriating
faith to perceive and lay hold of our adoption; that, as they spring
from self, allowance must be made for constitutional weakness and temperament; that the Lord was fully aware that His people would be a
doubting, fearful people; hence the. many "Feal' nots" ,of the Bible;
: that doubts and fears never kill,although they may wound and keep
in suspense; and that there may be broken bones, but there can never
be a broken covenant.
Let us just throw out a hint or two concerning what we believe to
be the 7'emedy:.
1. The key of promise. In the ordinary transactions of life it is not
an uncommon thing for one to lose their bunch of keys. When 'this
is the case, other keys are resorted to, and one after another tried to
the lock, but all in vain; not one fits. Never is this the case with
the key of promise, which will always unlock the cell of misery we
get cast into. True, we may lose sight of the key, and think it is
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lost, and so give up ourselves to despair, but it never is lost ; and we
cannot help thinking that, no matter what position the' child of God
may get into, however distressing and dark, there is yet just the promise made and fitted into the circumstances. What is really required
is -faith to use it ; hence, we may well increasingly cry, "Lord, increase
my faith."
2. The sword oj the Spirit. Well grasped by the hand of faith, it is a
trusty and faithful weapon, that will never deceive us. "The sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God.". With it the dear Redeemer resisted
the tempter on the mount, and all His saints safely ,home have, during
life's warfare, wielded it with success against the arch-enemy of their
souls. Oh, let us use it well! Let us, in this day of "isms," be kept tQ
the dear old Book in its simplicity and integrity. The writer. thanks
God that he has not been led away by the cry of the age, "Lo, here
is Christ! 10, there is Christ!" nor carried away, by any wind of doetrine, but has been kept to the old verities of the Word of God, fighting
on with the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit, and finding n;o
untried weapons of the day to compare with them.
, But, again, another thing that will neutralize doubts and fears is3. The blood oj Jesus. If the blood is not for such poor sinners as you
and I, dear reader, who can it be for 1 "Be came not to save the
righteous, but sinners" and I am sure we feel that we are such. Upon
the ground of our sinnership we plead the blood; on the ground of ,our
felt need we can only look to the blood shed for us.
We were thinking the other day' of the grace and goodness conveyed
to us in the fact that the first person Jesus revealed Himself to after
His resurrection was Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven
devils; and the last person He revealed Himself to before His ascension
• was Paul, who had been one of the most bitter el).emies of our Lord
who ever lived. "Last of all," he says, "He was seen of me, as of ODe
born out of due season." What consolation is here for us, reader! Sinners of the deepest dye are objects of His love, and washed in His
redeeming blood. Do not, then, dear reader, in your low moments
forget these three precious mea~s of escape from the dungeon of despair
-the key of promise, the sword of the Spirit, and the precious blood
of Jesus, which cleanseth from all sin-for, beloved, we do not believe
that you will always be bome down, with doubts and fears. The
time will come when you will sing where you now sigh, for I have
been struck with this thought lately, that the Lord brings about what
we may call a balancing time-that not merely is the eternal reward in
store for His people, but also a present. balance or reward for His
tried ones. I think you have our meaning . in those, words.: "Comfort
us again now after the time that Thou hast plagued us, and for the
years wherein we' have suffered adversity;" and it is said further in
connection therewith, "They also shall bring forth more fruit in. their
age, and shall be fat and well-liking.";" ....Vait,. then, for the Lord's
balance. It will oOm~ in His. time, then will' a .measu,re of peace take
the place of the present measure of sorrow:. Depend upon it, dear Toplady was right when ,he sang-
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" The time of love will come,
/ ' " Blest is the man of God
When we shall clearly se~
Who stays Himself on Thee!
Not only that He shed His blood,
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
But each shall say, • For me.'
Shall Thy salvation see."
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And, with all our shortcomings and forebodings, yet, dear reader" can
we not say with David, "Nevertheless, though I am sometimes afraid,
yet put I my trust in Thee" 1 Strange paradox the Christia.n is to
him'self as well as others-doubting yet trusting in the same breath.
Well, then, beloved, in conclusion let me say that, after some years'
experience, I have arrived at the conclusion that the doubts and fears
of the Lord's people are no token of their unsafety for eternity. On
the- contrary, that, while they certainly mar their present enjoyment
and calm, yet they are, at the same time, among the marks of the chilclTen,
who, on account of them, may lay claim to the exceeding great and
precious promises of God. "The whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick;" and I do believe also that, if such doubts and fears were
thoroughly sifted, they in no way proceed from any distrust of Christ,
but from a thorough distrust of self, which again proves ~hat such are
t1J,ught of the Lord, and are His children, "faint, yet pursumg," fearing,
yet holding on_
, Oh, my dear friend, if this be your case, I have no hesitation in
affirming th1J.t the Lord has put you among His children. Better by
far be the trembling sinner than the presumptuous saint; better kneel
,beside the poor "publican," than stand erect in creature self~sufficiency
,beside the righteous "Pharisee." Let others boast of their deliverance
from doubts and fears if they will; we are more than ever confident
that"No big words of ready talkers,
Broken hearts and humble walkers,
No dry doctrines will suffice;
These are dear in Jesu's eyes,"
Derby.
G.C.
AFFLICTION LIGHT AND MOMENTARY.
"Our light ajJlictio~, which is h~t for a moment, worketh for us a fqr more
,
exceeding and eternal wet'gltt of glory."-2 COR. iv. 17.

this consideration alone should be so effectual to teach us
patience, that we should scarce have patience to hear any more 1 Shall
our, glory superabound, as our sufferings have abounded'?, Shall '9ur
eternal refreshings be measured out to us by the cup of aflliction we have
'drunk of? Doth 'God beat and 'hammer us only to make us vessels ,unto
honour? 'Shall all sorrow and sighing flee away, and everlasting joy be
upon our heads? Wherefore, then, thy fretting, and fuming, 0 Christian?
Wherefore complain because God taketh a course to make thee too
'glorious?, Doth God do thee an injury to fit thee for a higher place in
heaven than thou carest to possess? Thy impatience eau free thee from
no other weight but one, and that is, "an exceedi~g and eternal weight
of glory."-Bishop Hopkins.
METHINKS
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EXTRAOT FROM A LETTER.
My DEAlt J--,-God alwfl:Ys blesses the diligent, and takes care of
those who trust in Him and rejoice in His salvation, knowing they are
. "accepted in the Beloved," "having access by one Spirit unto the
·Father, who has atoned for sin by the precious blood of His own Lamb,"
'and " having forgiven us all trespasses," has adopted us into His family,
and we are now "sons and daughters of the Lord God Alrriighty." Well
may it be called God's salvation, since He has done it all.
· I conclude, by your wishing to get home before Sunday, you did not
have a full Gospel preached in the church, and the people, instead of
·worshipping the one onl:x,living and true God, adore the work of their
own hands, and self is the exalted one. What abominations are set up
in churches now! Soon will the flesh be occupied with decorations: that
will be their first thought, and not, like our apostles and prophets, delight,ing in the Lord and longing for the courts of our God, who dwells in a
humble and contrite heart. The professing Ohurch seems bent on uniting'"
flesh and Spirit, not remembering they are "contrary one to the other; "
a:qd we must" cr-qcify the flesh" if we would have the Spirit live anli
grow in us. God says, "Oome out from the world, and be separate.
Touch not the unclean thing." I do not think any soul has ever been won
for the Lord by disobedience to His commands. See what it did for
J ehoshaphat, 2 Ohron. xix. 2 ; then again, 2 Ohron. xx. 35-37; Isa. ii. 17.
The Lord alone is to be exalted. I pray to be kept from helping these
subtle worldlings in any of their movements. The angels of the Ohurch@s
need to be reproved. Oh, that they would repent before it be too late;
but, from what is prophesied in the, Revelation, we may expect that the
stars will fall to the earth, and "'the love of many shall wax cold."
I feel it is a good thing to read and meditate ~n the Scriptures in this
little quiet home. I can say with David, "It is good for me to be
affiicted." I find the promises my precious Jesus makes to those who
believe in Him are most comforting and elevating. The Spirit is the
best Teacher.
.
If the time that will be spent~by many atOhristmas in decorations was
appropriated for" clothing the naked," how much more glory would it •
bring to God by offerings of praise from full hearts overflowing with love
and gratitude! The Lord has need of believers to work for Him. Only,
such can witness for Him in the midst of an ungodly world. The Lord
give us grace to be faithful' to our trust, using the unrighteous mammon
to promote ~is glory, and" by love serye one another" and exhibit "the
mind of Ohnst."
Did you' see that account of a pedlar in Scotland, who asked for a
drink of water, and the woman who gave it said, "Do you know anything of the water of life?" He answered, "By the grace of God, I
do ;" and, after drinking it, said, "Let us pray: '0 Lord, give us grace
to feel our need of grace; 0 Lord, give us grace to receive grace; 0
Lord, give us grace to ask fOF grace; 0 Lord, give us grace 'to use grace
when grace is given.''' When he had finished his prayer, he took up his
pack and went his way.
Accept our united love, and the Same to all our beloved relations, and
believe me,
Your fond sister,

Eec. 16,

1876.
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LEAVES FROM A PASTOR'S NOTE-BOOK, WITH A FEW
PASSING THOUGHTS ABOUT THE MINISTRY.
WHEN recently turning over some old papers, we came upon a journal
which we had kept in the earlier part of our connection with this
p.arish. The re-perusal brought old scenes most vividly before us, and
refreshed our own soul greatly. The retracings caused us to feel that
our humble labours had not been altogether in vain or to no purpose in
the Lord. We felt the truth of His promise that "His word llhould
not return unto Him void, but that it should accomplish that which
He ple::tsed, and that it shonld prosper in the thing whereunto He sent
it." Moreover, we have His distinct instructions: "In the morning sow
thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand j for thou knowest
not whether shall. 'prosper, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good."
\Ve cannot read this journal without being greatly impressed with
the vast changes which have taken place in this parish during our
connection with it, now extending over a period of upwards of nineteen
years. How many-yea, how very, very many-in that time have gone
the way of all the earth. When we look around upon the congregation
itself, what numbers are we reminded of as being no more, as far the
present world is concerned j but blessed be God for the sure and certain
hope that a goodly number have been called hence to be " for ever with
the Lord."
,
'Ve hope that the publication of these few extracts will stimulate
especially our younger brethren in the ministry to adopt a systematic
c;mrse of house-ta-house visitation. Apart from all other considerations,
in years that are past we have found it so exceedingly profitable to our
own soul, that we have oftentimes remarked that, "had we time and
strength, we should love to visit from Monday morning till Saturday
night."
If the practice of house-to-house visitation is not allowed to pander to
idle gossip or mere" little talk," it is most suggestive and profitable in
many ways. For example :l. It diverts the visitor from self and personal ailment or weakness or
sorrow. By contrast he sees how much he has to be thankful for j how
small ail allotment of trouble or anguish has he, when compared with the
amount of it which thus comes under his own personal observation. '
2. "Vhen he finds this one and that one in nature's darkness, hatred,
and heathenism, he is led to remember where he likewise once was, and to
give heed to the inquiry, "Who maketh thee to. differ, and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive 1"
3. This personal contact with one's fellow-men tends the more forcibly
to set before God's own,servants, in the more marked and forcible way,
the nature of div,ine sovereignty, as well as the absolute and indispensable
need of the personal work of God the Holy. Ghost, who alone quickeneth
whom He will.
.
4. There is such clear ~vidence of the perfectly unsatisfying nature of
the world and worldly thmgs.
5. There is the "watching unto prayer."
The connection between
prayer and praise is from time to time so clearly and blessedly seen.
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6. The sympathies are brought .into active exercise. The house·tohouse visitation leads to the "weeping' with those that weep, and the
rejoicing with those that do rejoice."
7. It leads likewise to the realization of the fulfilment of the promises:
" The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth shall be watered
also himself."
8. The contact with one's fellow-men frequently leads to the cheering
conclusion: "So-and-so was in trouble; he was helped and delivered,
and why should I not look and hope for help and deliverance also 1"
9. In house-to-house visitation the solemn line bf distinction between
the mere worldling and the believer, as drawn in the thirty-seventh
and seventy-third Psalms, will be clearly perceptible. The personal
recognition of this distinction will, under God, tend very greatly to the
strengthening of the weary and the faint-hearted among the Lord's
servants.
10. A right motive, iI\ entering the ministry, is not for prominency,
respectability, or mere oratorical display; but, if a man be really commissioned of God to en~er His vineyard, it is that he may promote the glory
of his Master, in being instrumental in the calling of souls out of darkness
into God's marvellous light, and·in the comforting and establishing of
the saints of the Most High God. If a man enters the ministry for a
morsel of bread, he is prompted by the most unworthy of motives;
and, when God comes to reckon matters with such an one, it will be
found that he had far better have gained an honest livelihood by break~
ing stones by the wayside, than thrusting himself into the priest's
office for name or fame.
11. We are quite prepared to admit that the practice of house-tohouse visitation, and especially among the sick and the poor and needy,
entails labour and no small amount of self-denial; but, if the work of
the ministry was undertaken upon right principles,' this labour and
self-denial were foreseen. The servant of God ought ever to keep
before him that solemn injunction: "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ."
12. Whilst the position of a minister of Christ is the most sacred
of all callings, it is, at the same time, one of immense responsibility.
What a sad spectacle is the man who, from want of life, light, zeal, and
holy fervour in the things of God, proves he has mistaken his calling!
To say the least, the absence of power and unction and dew in such
ministrations suggests a grave suspicion that such were never called of
God to the work. Whilst the uncalled and the unsent of God are
disposed to take things for granted, and choose the ministry from some
unworthy motive, the really called and commissioned of God' are, from
time to time, the subjects of deep searching of heart as to whether or
not they have "run before they were sent." M~ny, if not most of
the Lord's servants who have in very deed received a dhine commission to go and "preach the Word," have not unfrequently greater difficulty in ascertaining their' call to the ministry than their call by grace.
Such well know that gifts are one thing, but grace quite another.
Fluency is not faith. Words are one thing, but weight and powe1·-the
demonstration of the Spirit-another. With respect to a call to thp,
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ministry, one thing is certain, where it is a supernatural, and not a
merely superficial call-'-where it is the call by God, and not the mere
call by man-this will assuredly follow: an echo or responst in the hearts
of the Lord's Spirit-quickened ones. However fluent the preacher may.:,
be, if there be not in his heart that "living water" of which Jesus
spake to the woman of Samaria, his words will never reach home to the
innermost hearts of the Lord's hungry and thirsty ones. Where there
exists the self-same Spirit in both speaker and hearers, there will be a
blessed reciprocity-a chiming in-a spiritual blending-heart to heart
-blood touching blood-unity-harmony-a blessed oneness! Where
this is never realized, at least in some small measure or degree, either
the preacher is dead or the people. For the living to preach to the
dead is hard work, but for the living to listen to the dead is harder
still. How deeply solemn is the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah! How
terrible the statement: "I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran;
I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied." Now, where wag
the evidence that the Lord had not sent them ~ Here:" But if they
had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words,
then they should have turned them from their ~vil way, and from the evil
of their doings." God never sends a man upon one of His errands for
nothing, or to no purpose. He never "labours in vain, nor spends his
strength for naught." He may not see the fruit of his labours-in
most cases it is not wen that he should. The work which he was
sent to do has been accomplished, nevertheless; and he will hear of it
by-and-bye, if not now.
To our own mind, one of the most solemn aspects of the Christian
ministry is that given by the Apostle Paul, in the close of the second
chapter of his second Epistle to the Corinthians: "For we are unto
God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that. are saved, and in them
that perish. To the one we are the savour of death unto death j and to
the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these
I
things t"

.....

NOTES OF VISITS TO THE SICK AND POOR.

lr

" Lorrl God, give me wisdom, gmce, faithfulness, boldness, affection, in this
most arduous and responsible part of my labours in this large and dark
locality.-Amen."
1. My first sick call, prior to the opening of our temporary church, and
to my fairly having entered upon the onerous duties of the parish, was to
an. aged woman of eighty-five. She had not only been visited by some
one or more of the clergy, and received the sacrament at their hands,
but, from one or two expressions, I concluded she had likewise been seen
by the W esleyans. Upon my asking her where she hoped to go when
the Lord should see fit to remove her, she said, "Oh, to glory!" "How do
you expect to get to glory ~ " "Oh, by my own good ways." Hence, as
the Lord helped me, I had to show her the complete wreck and ruin of
human nature, and to endeavour to prove that it is not by works of
righteousness that we have done, or can do, that we should ever' get to
glory. I put before her the nature and necessity of free and sovereign
grace, read and expounded the Word, an<;l prayed with her, hoping and
intending shortly to see her again j but, going away to London upon
matters of much importance, I regret much that I saW her no more.
e2
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, 2. Sunday, May 8.-Called between the services to see Mrs. W- - .
Seven years a widow; three children. , Born of godly parents; had been
given to drunkenness. Very ill; .dropsy, and stoppage of the bowels.
Had undergone a most painful operation previous day. Unable to read, as
also her children. Intelligent. Endeav.oured to put before her the truth
clearly and faithfully. Fell under it. ' 'Expressed much concern for her
soul. She spoke of a Psalm that had been read to her as having given
her much comfort, but perhaps it was because it was expressive of pain
and suffering; and this description of her anguish of body might have given
her the interest she expressed, and not the simple heart-breathings for
grace and mercy. I was informed she could not last more than a day or
two, therefore I felt much anxiety in this case, and prayed earnestly for
her at the close of the service that evening.
3. Monday, May 9.-Saw Mrs. C-- this morning. An aged woman.
Peculiar case. Scripture at her command, but I had previously been
cautioned. Much ground to apprehend hypocrisy, therefore directed my
remarks accordingly. Read and expOlmded; dwelt upon the searching
and probing after which the Psalmist sought.
4. The closed shutter and drawn blind prepared me for the intelligence
that the first-named aged one was gone to her account. Found it so;
entered the room; she was laid out in the long sleep of death. Her aged
husband and other relatives stood by. I regretted much not having seen
her again, and reproached myself for not having made the effort.
Endeavoured to improve the opportunity with the bereaved. Bowed
the knee with them.
• 5. Painful case in the same street. ,A daughter (twenty-three years of
age), only three weeks discharged from a London prison, quarrelled with
her parents this day week; left her home; took a bed over in Redcliffe with
a strange man; was taken ill in the night, and died! She had been
buried from her parents' house yesterday. Sad case.
6. Saw Mrs. W~. Still a great sufferer. Pressed home, as far as I
could do so, the truth. I hope there is sincerity. My fears are as to the
depth of conviction. She speaks much of having been a very wicked
woman, and of having resisted the many calls which God had given her,
and says now, "How. can I expect God will receive me 1,,' Then again
sh,e trusts she shall not be taken without being pardoned; still, withal, I
fear there is want of depth and earnestness. What she says seems too
much as a matter of course. '
.
7. C--, a journeyman painter and glazier. Evidently a well conducted
man; wife and eldest daughter very delicate. Had atteI!-ded the neighbouring chapel. Listened with much interest to my reading and exposition.
I hope there is life here. He says but little, but seems much in earnest.
This was a solemn, but hopeful visit. When I proposed prayer, \ the
mother called the daughter, and we all bowed the knee round the bed of
the sick father, who seemed most thankful for my visit.
8. A baker. Attends Mr. E--'s., His daughter (twenty-seven years
of age) had been delicate for some thne, but was at length taken off
suddenly. As he did not apprehend danger, he did not send for a minister,
he said. Much talk here; God only knows whether it is anything more
than formal Churchism-the self-satisfaction of a Pharisee.
9. Mrs. H--. In consumption. Removed to her mother's house,
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who called (after hearing the preaching of yesterday) to ask me ,to see her.
She is evidently in much anxiety, and hers is a peculiarly interesting case.
I cannot help hoping and believing that the Lord will do much for this
sick woman. Enjoyed much in this visit.
10, B--. An old man and sick son. The former had had a narrow
escape of his life, ten years ago, which gave me an opportunity of speaking
at large of God's preserving mercy. A third man was present.
.
11. Tuesday, May 10.-Much conversation again to-d.ay with Mrs.
W--. Expressed much thankfulness for my visits. Said she felt more
softening .of heart, and had indeed reason to thank God for all His
goodness towards her. As far as words went, she could scarcely have
said more. Still, in this case, I have had so much fear of self-deception.
She offered up a string of petitions, certainly quite to the purpose, but
my fear was whether her whole heart really went with her words. There'
did not seem that eagerness for hearing the Word that I could desire.
I wanted to hear more of "I will hear what the Lord will speak." She
expressed anxiety to-day about what would become of her children. I
told her she must leave that with the Lord.
12. B--. An old man, somewhat imbecile. Could not read his
Bible because he had· broken his spectacles. His wife promised to purchase another pair, when I said I would give her a shilling for the purpose,' that thus there might not be that excuse for neglecting the Word.
13. D --. A most touching case. Young, interesting-looking person,
with three children. Her husband, a capta'in of a merchant-vessel, sailed
for Africa eight months since, and no tidings had been received of him.
There is too much reason to fear the ship has foundered, aJ;1d a~l hands
lost. Other vessels have' made the same voyage since, whose captains
could get no tidings of the missing ship. The poor wife was in deep
distress-almost inconsolable; she wept bitterly nearly the whole time
of my visit. The Word, however, and prayer seemed at length to bring
her some consolation. God, in mercy, sanctify this deep, deep affliction.
Truly" man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." My SUmmons,
to this "house of mourning," which is beyond my district, was in consequence of the afflicted one and her relatives" attendance at the temporary church on Sunday.
14. Wednesday, May ll.-Mrs. W-- in much the same state.
15. C-- also. Great sobriety about this man. Deep attention to·
the Word; an evident joining in the prayer, but few words. Felt
much for the circumstances of this family, dearly respectable' in their
way, and sttiving. Recommended the wife to seek parish out-door aid.
No other prospect.
.
16. Thursday, May 12.-A--, a boiler-maker. Consumption. Sent
out of hospital. Wife and four children. Had travelled much; now'
indeed laid low. Sought to simplify the Gospel by figure and illustration.
Showed him that it was not merely affliction and death would, make a
man meet for heaven, or heaven for him; that there must be a taste-a
relish. He entered into it fully and intelligently. God grant that the
Word may come home in this case. Was apprized beforehand that the
wife was very heartless towards her husband. It was pitiable to see how
that family was hemmed up in ~hat one small room. I anticipate much
trial in this case.
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17. G--, a commercial traveller, lodging in the 'district. Wife,rthree
children. Was summoned to this case last night whilst absent. Found
the shutter closed, and blind drawn down. Feared he was no more.
Rejoiced to find· it otherwise. The mind, however, of the patient had
failed him, as his illness arose from an affection of the brain. Whilst
waiting, .his landlady volunteered a description of his character with that
of her husband. They both at times drank to excess; and, though the
latter attended a chapel in the neighbourhood, was given at times to
much drunkenness and late hours. She expressed a hope that when
I called again I might see him, and besought me, if I did so, to take the
opportunity of conversing with him. Speaking of herself, she as gratuitously made the acknowledgment that she was not a converted woman.
G-- being insensible, I could only see his wife, and engaged to call
again at a later hour. I did so. Mercifully the man's consciousness was
restored, and the interview was of the most impressive-and I cannot
but hope will prove to be of the most satisfactory-character. I sought
to come down to a level with this man as a fellow-sinner, and to break
down his long-cherished prejudices by dwelling upon the one common
ruin in which all are involved, but in which grace alone, in the case of
God's people, makes the difference. Upon the part of the sufferer there
was deep attention, and an entering into the subject which was most
grateful to my heart. I found peculiar liberty in speaking and praying
with this man. I cannot but indulge hope in this case. Upon leaving
the room and coming down stairs, found his' brother had just arrived
from Exeter, and the husband of the landlady before referred to had
come in. Had much conversation with him.
18. Sunday, May 15.-Visited G-- before service. Found him still
conscious, and equally interested in my visit. Realized the same liberty
in speaking with him as yesterday. Lord, bless what was said! The
wife afterwards spoke of the Lord's Supper. I promptly declined its
administration under present circumstances. Spoke again with the
landlord of the house, who was dressed for service, and reading his
Bible.
19. Monday, May 16.-Mrs. M--, wife of a labouring man, who
.called upon me yesterday, in consequence of my preaching. She is under
:iifty, and the mother of twelve children, nine of whom are living. This
'w;as a most refreshing visit. There she lay, and will scarcely look thinner
-when placed in her coffin. A chord was touched, and the oil flowed; a
"•.union of heart was realized, and both spoke of thipgs touchingAlw. King.
. I believe He was precious to us both. The tears rolled down her cheeks,
. ,.and ]Dy heart was touched to the very core by the goodness of our God.
In answer to my inquiry, she said the Lord met with her at the little
IChapel hard by; and she felt what could she do had she Jesus to seek
now. How heartily she responded to the language" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But J esns Christ is my All-in-all."

,

Her daughter is attending her sick mother, who certainly cannot be here
,long. This was the most soul-refreshing visit I have paid. I came forth
from that sick chamber rejoicing 'in the Lord, and in the privilege of
having to wait upon His dear children.
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20. Mrs. W--. Certainly sinking. Found the doctor with. her, and
two attendants. The doctor tarried whilst I spoke of the solemnity' 'of
my position. He freely admitted that, whilst his was highly important in
seeking to treat a sick patient aright, mine, in haYing to do with the soul,
·was mucb. more so. I was pleased to hear from the lips of one of the
attendants, who seemed to be a well-conducted, right-minded. woman,
~hat, though Mrs. W-- hall been a woman given to intemperance,
and had had repeated illnesses, she never saw such a marked change/in
her as now. My visits to her, she said, she believed had been blessed.
She had spoken last night in a way she had .never heard her speak before,
of the preciousness of Christ. I still had the same fear of selfdeception.
Spoke of the solemnity of eternity-its inconceivable duration-the
momentousness of the preparation during this moment of time. Spoke
of the deceit and treachery of the heart, and (in the doctor's presence) of
the ardent desire of _the Psalmist for the searching and probing to the
very heart's core. Lord, in mercy, bless this visit ! Was informed that
Mrs. W--'s mother (a godly woman) was at this time dying in. a
distant part of Bristol, and that she had been the child of many prayers.
Was glad to hear likewise, that, through the extreme delicacy of her
system, a very little had overcome her-half-a-pint of beer was too much
for her.
21. G-- still conscious, and the visit equally satisfactory. He says
but little, and I feel that, in his present state, I dare not press it. Any
effort of the brain would overpower him immediately. I feel all I can do
is simply to put the Lord Jesus Christ before him. He mostly lies with
his eyes closed, and, when I ask him, "Do you understand me ~ "
" PerfectJy" is his prompt reply; and now and then, when I quote a
passage, or tell him of the dying thief, or of Saul of Tarsus, or any other
notorious Bible-sinner, he opens his eyes, looks at me with a searching
inquiry, as much as to say, "Can it be possible ~ Is it true ~ " He
expresses hope in Christ. I try to bring him off from all hope in himself.
I urge upon him the casting himself simply and entirely upon the Lord,
without promises of amendment. No offers, no pledges, but entreaties
and beseechings, in Jesu's name and for His sake.
22. Had another interview with the landlord and his wife. She had
previously apprized me of their having all attended the temporary
church twice yesterday, and of their deep interest in the Word. They
purpose attending statedly. Lord, carry home Thy Word to their hearts,
if it pleaseth Thee.
.
23. Conversation in the street with two parishioners, one in an extremely delicate state of health. Much interest expressed by both in our
recent movements. Impression on their minds that the proposed church
would be too small. " We are sick," said one, " of Puseyism."
.
24. Visited one of the oldest families in the district. Some attend
<church; others, chapel. The son in an extremely delicate state of health,
but speaks as though he knew the truth. Lord, make me useful to this!
family.
Much cheered' to-day to hear that the general impression in the
district is; that much good will be done by the opening of the temporary
.church, and my being brought into the district. This was the testimony
-o,f a Wesleyan.
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25. Tuesday, May 17.-A. most touching case came under my notice
to-day. A young woman (aged twenty-five) had been confined on Sunday
afternoon of a still-born child, and died herself two hours afterwards.
Her young husband (twenty-four y:ears of age) was in a state of distraction, nearly insane. It was an affecting. scene to stand beside that
coffin-both mother and child in the long sleep of death. The young man
had, he said, for years been a Sunday-school teacher, but the Word of
God and the house of God.had of late been neglected. The nurse said.
" the woman was happy, for when she was dying she had cried, 'Lord
Jesus, forgive'my sins!'" ,Vain confidence this! faint hope indeed upon
which to build one's hope of heaven! If one would know the vanity of
death-bed repentances, let them pay such visits as these. Bent the knee
in prayer, after which the young man (who was all but frantic before)
seemed more composed. I besought him to read his Bible and attend
the house of God. May this affliction be blessed to him.
26. A school kept in the above house; some twenty to thirty little
children attending. Spoke. to them, and questioned them. The eldest,
a.bout eight or nine years of age, could not tell who made her nor where
people went to when they died. Only one little boy answered the above
inquiries. The ignorance of these children was lamentable.
27. Wednesday, May 18.-Was summoned to Mrs.W-- this morning. Spent one hour with her. Very ill. Talked much with her.
Believed her to be sinking. It was a solemn time. Though she said all
one could desire, I still had fear about the depth' of her convictions.
She expressed herself as more anxious to-day-less at ease. In prayer
I felt much nearer access, and hope in her case revived. I left her
with the promise I would see her" again in the course of the day.
28. G--. Still very ill. Head shaved again, and blisters applied.
Had longed for my visit. Still the same interest, and an intelligent
entering into all my observations. The subject I dwelt most upon today was Naaman, or the simplicity of salvation. I cannot but indulge
much hope in this case.
29. Called at another house, whose occupants, I was informed, were sad
characters; awfully profane. Was told a daughter was dead. The
shutter was closed, but could get no answer.
30. Spoke with an opposite neighbour-a Dublin woman, a Roman
Catholic. Very conversant. Her husband, she said, was a Protestant,
but she had no desire to influence him. Could but mark the great
contrast in this woman to those of her'creed and in her own country. She
freely stated, of her own accord, that there was another family in the
house, and thus courted my visit.
31. Mr. and Mrs. G--, living in a neighbouring parish, but regular
attendants at the temporary church. Long been readers of the Magazine. Met at their house a young lady just returned from Holland, a
friend of dear Mr. M--, of Cologne. Thankful to hear that 'Old
Jonathan was so prized by the young ladies in the establishment where
she had been engaged as governess. This young lady was an orphan, and
spoke much of the goodness of God in· havihg protected and provided for
her so unexpectedly. She is in a very delicate state of health, having
ruptured a blood-vessel.
32. Mr. and Mrs. M - . Same house; also for years readers of the
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that the Lord had so appeared for the parish. This was a most refreshing
visit, affording indeed some of the sweets of pastoral work.
33. Mr. B-- and family. Miss B-- long an invalid, but taught
of and by the Lord. An. interesting work evidently going on in Mr.
B--, seventy-two years of age. Found Miss B-- reading' " Simeon'.s
Memoirs," and, as she remarked, singular to say, the thoughts pressing
upon my mind in reference to her, as I approached her house, bore
directly upon what she was reading in "Simeon" at the time I entered:.
This gave, as it were, an impetus to our conversation, which, with her
sister, who also knows the Lord, I found to be most refreshing. The
case ofa brother, who knows the Scriptures in the letter, is much laid
upon their hearts. Although he seldom enters the house of God, he had
gone once, and expressed himself much interested in our temporary church.
I think, from what his sister said, his case strikingly illustrates the desirableness of preaching the truth in love.
34. Visited Mrs. W-_· a second time, deeming her stay to be so.
short; and, blessed be God, this visit was of the most satisfactory kind.
Finding her somewhat easier in body, and less troubled by cough, she
expressed herself in a clear, unreserved manner. She made special allusion
to her" besetting sin," as she well termed the sin of intemperance into
which she had been from time to time betrayed. None could have spoken
with greater detestation and abhorrence than' she did of this. She in no
way spared or excused herself. Although her weak frame was overcome
by one-third or fourth the quantity others could take without showing it,
she said how great was the folly and the sin of which she had been
guilty, and how the consciousness of her own weakness ought to have
made her the more careful. To use her own word, she said she would
sooner be "speared" than take of it again. She was, even in her weak
state, most vehement in her denunciatioIl; of drink. As I felt this might
be my last visit, and as her testimony to the goodness and mercy of God
towards her was so truly refreshing, I sat with her for nearly two hours,
really quite loth to leave. She stated that my second visit had so
impressed her-that she had so felt the force and power cf the Psalm I had
quoted. This I found to be the fifty-first-my favourite Psalm at the
sick-bed.. She spoke of the privilege of attending the house of God. Yea,
much-I may say all-she advanced was of the most satisfactory and
.
refreshing kind. The Lord be praised. .
35. It was nearly ten o'clock when I left Mrs. W--, and I had only
just retired to my bed, when a summons came to the s~ck-bed of a young
man. I immediately rose and dressed, and accompl1nied M-- to the
sick chamber. This was truly a solemn case. A young man under twenty
throwing up blood to a painful degree; and, though perfectly conscious,
unable to lay hold upon Christ-unable to Claim Him as his-tottering
upon the brink of eternity in sad uncertainty. Had been lightsome "in
life, and was now filled with fear and gloomy apprehension in death. May
I never forget this scene. May I go fresh from it to the pulpit to wa!n
and admonish poor thoughtless sinners. I know of nothing more solemn
than to be called forth on such a mission in the silence and gloom of the
night season.

(To be continlltd.)
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Jilgrim Japus.
THE OLD PATHWAY.
How various are the feelings with which the people in this crowded
world will open their eyes on the New Year's Day of 1878 !-many
-in thoughtless hope that things will mend, others in despair of their
ever being better-but, amid all the varieties of feeling upon things
around, sin lies at the root, and sorrow is but the result and fruit of
,sin, for the word has gone forth which shall not return void, "Man
is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." There are but few-if
any-who would live 1877 over again. "Time telleth truth;" and the
great fact that time, as it travels, leaves behind the footprints of
trouble, is a plain pr;oof of the depth of the fall, bringing, as it does,
in every walk of life and at every stage, the sharp edge of trial.
Amongst worldlings generally, "delusive hope still points to distant
good," but -ttme, even in this case, proves the hope was a cheat; and,
when the meridian of life is past, and the shades of evening creep
<>n, the wise learn their lesson that Solomon was taught at such a
-cost, " Vanity of vanities, all is vanity."
God's Spirit-taught people are left in the world for two great
purposes, namely, for teaching, and to teach. Said the Lord by
Moses of His ancient Israel: " I led thee these forty years
in the wilderness to humble thee, and to prove thee, and to
know what was in' thine heart." Here is the beginning of the
life-long tuition which the Spirit of God undertakes to give the
family of the Lord; and the resistance to this branch of divine
teaching shows how rebellious the will is, and how strong the pride
()f the heart is.. It is told of a young subaltern that, passing
his commanding officer, and making his salute with a supercilious
air, he was faced, at once by his superior, who said, brusquely,
"Lower, sir!" This brought only a very slight amendment, which
made the commanding officer say, with dignified severity, "Lower,
sir !" Some improvement, but not enough for military etiquette,
. :made him say angrily, with a frown, "Lower still, si?'!" Then the
young man was compelled to bow as low as he could go, but the
end was answered. This illustration may represent God's dealings
with the soul. To humble is the first work upon the heart, and the
first proof of life. We need not go into technical terms, such as lawwork, conviction, repentance, or the like, for all are summed up in
this expression-to humble-for much or little, long or short, just as the
case may be, divine teaching begins and terminates in this-" to humble
thee."
Those who profess to a beginning without this have a beginning
yet to find. To be healed before they are wounded, pardoned before
they are .condemned, comforted before they mourned, and cured
hefore they were sick, are anomalies that may appear right in a false
and showy religion, but will be consumed by the breath of the Lord
when He speaks with vital power to the soul. Now, -this is one
grand lesson that the Lord leaves His saints in the wilderness to
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learn, and they must all be 'taught of God. "My sheep hear my voice,
and they follow me;" and the teaching and the following are one, and
the object and end this-le to humble thee." Believer, has not this been
the drift of all God's teaching through thy past years in the wilderness 1 Has it not all had more or less of this voice 1 Turn which
way you will-look your trials over-look back at your life-what
must be your acknowledgment 1 Oan you not discern this intent in
yDur trials, and the teaching connected therewith-le to humble thee" ?
Perhaps, outwardly, things may have gone straight and prosperous, but
how has it been inwardly 1 No conflicts, no tremblings, no fears, no'
wrestlings, no stubborn sins, no battling with unbelief1 has it been all
peace, and joy, and gladness 1 But" are these the teachings of God 1"
say some.
Yes, this is growth in grace; this is following the Lord;
this is divine education, having this result-le to humble thee."
This made Job say, "I abhor myself;" and made Isaiah cry out,
"I am undone, because I am a man bf unclean lips." This made
Jeremiah exclaim, "Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am
a child;" and made Hezekiah say, "As a crane or a swallow, so did I
chatter: I did mourn as a dove." J onah had this solemn lesson to
learn in the "fish's belly, when he said, "Thou hadst cast me into the
deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all
Thy billows al).d Thy waves passed over me." Paul at the close of
his life was under this humbling course, when he said, "No man
stood with me, but all men forsook me;" and Peter, who had been in
Satan's sieve, exhorts the Ohurch of God on the same point:
"Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God." This
is accomplished day by day in the hearts of God's people through
the light of the Spirit in the soul, that shows up the mystery of
iniquity there, as also by humbling circumstances that resist all
control, mortify the pride of .the heart, and keep the child of God iri
this spot-" to humble thee." Said old John Bunyan, "The valley of
humiliation is the best bit of land the crows flyover, for there our
Lord had His country house." Of our dear and gracious Master we
read, "He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross." "Being in the form ,of God, and equal
with God, He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the
form of a servant," and as such declared to His unhumbled dis.ciples," I am among you as He who servetb." Our Lord's history
from the womb to the tomb was characteristic of this, "He humbled
Himself;" and, where history is silent from the twelfth to the
thirtieth year of His human life, what mysterious humiliation is there
in these eighteen years of silence, when there was so much
to tell, so much done, and nothing revealed; all closed up in the
fathomless depths of these words-" He humbled Himself." " There
was the hiding of His power," for" it is the glory of God to conceal
a matter."
.
Said our Lord to His disciples, "Take my yoke upon you,
and' learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart j and ye shall
lfind rest unto your souls."
Here is blessed teaching, derived
from a blessed Example. He humbled Himself that His people might
!learn .of Him how to take His yoke in meekness and lowliness of
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heart; not in that outward placidity which a hypocrite can practise
to deserve the approbation of man, but in submission to the will of God,
in satisfaction with His method of teaching, in acquiescence with His
wisdom and confidence in His love. This brings the child of grace and
the God of grace face to face. There is the fulfilment of the promise,
"I will give them one heart and one way;" there is unity in the soul
with God's purposes and dealings; and the result is accomplished, "Ye
shall find re"t." There i$ no war now; the arms of rebellion are laid
down, the battle is over, and the truth of the words is proved, "For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." Murmuring, dis,content, complaining have fled aWay at the voice or" power that said, "Come wjth me
from Lebanon, my spouse; look from the top of Shenir and Hermon,
from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards."
But how transitory are such frames and feelings! how soon temptation makes the meekest fall! and provocation stirs up the same evils
which made even Mos,es exclaim, ." I am not able to bear all this
people alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if Thou deal thus
with me, kill me, I pray Thee, out of hand." But such" rude and stormy
scenes" drive the believer to the haven of rest, even to Him who
says, "Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden;" and,
where no trace can be seen or felt of following Jesus as an Example,
it is blessed to know Him as a Substitute, and take refuge in the
glorious declaration that "He is made of God unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
But the believer through this teaching is to be a teacher. The Word
declares that Gospel power effects this: "Ye shall be named the priests of
the Lord: men shall call you the ,ministers of our God." The priests of old
had to do with the daily sacrifices, and primarily they represented the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, but in a subordinate sense they represent
the Church of the living God, felt necessities as to sin giving them constant
occupation in the blood of the Redeemer, its power, worth, and efficacy
being 'daily needed by reason of the prevalence of felt evil. The
healing, cleansing, sanctifying power of blood sprinkled upon the heart
and conscience gives access to the Holy of holies, and the people so
blessed and favoured are called by the Holy Ghost" a spiritual house,
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ." This is the only priesthood recognised in the Gospel; and
the only altar and sacrifice, Christ Jesus. All attempts to restore J udaic
ritual are but inventions of Popery to amuse the carnal and deceive the
non-elect. But God's people, even if caught in this net, shall be delivered.
Covenant mercy secures the salvation of the' blood-bought fa,mily, who
are "made kings and priests unto God."
But the people of the Lord are not only priests, but they are also called
"ministers." They are to serve the Lord in their day and generation, and
He gives them their wages, "for in all labour there is profit." The
tabernacle, which was the visi ble representation of Christ, set forth
in its service with mysterious accuracy the perpetual character of Gospel
obedience (1 Chron. ix. 14-33). Things small and great were alike
important in the work of the Lord; and to the Levites, who typified the
Church of God, the service connected with worship was committed.
The Lord's people under Gospel power are led by the Spirit to walk in
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Gospel obedience, as saith. the Word, "I beseech you, therefore, by the
mercies of God,. that ye present your bodie~ a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable ,to God, which is your reasonable service." In Romans xii.
we have presente\l to us the life-long desire and aim of the true-born
children of God. The Lord declares of each and all, "Ye are my
witnesses;" and in simplicity and godly sincerity to live Christ, and
adorn the doctrines of God their Saviour, is the devout wish of all
God's people, however faulty their performance may be. If this is
not their aim and desire, they are in nature's darkness, for all God's
children are" begotten again unto a lively hope," and" every man that
hath this hope purifieth himself, even as He is pure." Holiness is the
nature and character of the" hope that maketh not ashamed," and it is
the grief of God's children that they carry about with them a body
of sin and death, a corrupt nature derived from Adam, so that "they
cannot do the things they would." Sin is mixed with all they do,
insomuch that at times they can trace no difference between what they
were and what they are; nor can they see that they differ from the
unrenewed around them, save that they hate the evils that work within,
and break out from them at times. "They groan, being burdened,"
and their cry with one of old is, "0 that Thou wouldst keep me from
evil, that it might not grieve me!" These are God's true ministers,
whatever their. position in life mlj.y be. Their lips may be occasionally
opened to say a word on God's behalf, as opportunity offers and the Spirit
leads; but the testimony of a godly, consistent life, under the rule of
Gospel power, gives weight and influence to words of truth.
Nothing is more apparent than the effect upon the life which the
loose and mixed doetrines of our day have produced. The line of separation is lost, and the general notions afloat and received upon matters of
faith take the form of unity with error, and also with the practices of
the world; for, as distinguishing doctrines vanish, the distinctive
character in walk and life disappears. Religion and the world go hand
in hand, and' the counseJ of the Apostle is forgotten: "Be ye doers of
the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." There is
growing up, even amongst those who begun well, indifference to doctrine,
as if it were an unimportant point, and divine truth were a matter of
human opiniop upon which men may speculate, differ, or decide, without
any reference to the Word of God; and the few who are not, ashamed
of Christ's words, and " dare to be a Daniel," and stand forth for the
old paths of distinctive truth, soon firrd there are lions in the way, and,
if they are io keep their position in the world and the Church, they
must hold their tongue. "The firm decree" is gone forth that man is
to be honoured before God, and that man's will and man's power are
to be substituted for the eternal will of Him who has declared,
"No man can come unto me, except the Father which hath sent
me draw him." This defection as to doctrine has told upon the
practice of many who started well. Their simple, 'gracious,' unworldly
character is lost;· and' the testimony for truth, which gradually declined,
ends in abjuring doctrine altogether. If such are among the Lord's
people, it is their mercy that eternal truth secures their salvation, that
"the founda;tion of God standeth 'stil;e,'~' howev~r they may hide it, or
disown it; that covenant purposes. bdore all worlds shall stand, and,
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therefore, the objects of eternal love and subjects of divine grace must
realize divine mercy, and, despite all their ignorance or faithlessness,
must be gathered by the Lord of hosts,Jwho has said,'" They shall be
mine in that day when I make up my jewels."

"MORNINGS WITH JESUS."%
MORNINGS with Jesus! Oh, how I Leave the morrow in His keeping,
Yielding not to needless weeping.
sweet
To know in Him I stand complete!
Morning's with Jesus! Ah, but death
Washed in the blood, clothed in the Will come ere long and step my
dress
breath!
Of Christ, "the Lord my righteous- Well, what then? Death cannot sever
ness."
What is hid in Christ for ever!
Mornings with Jesus! Oh, what joy! Mornings with Jesus! Then I say,
What sorrow-trouble-need annoy His strength I'll trust to all the way,
When Jesus says, "Come, cast on Me Till He shall bid me come up higher;
Whatever tries or vexes thee."
. And join that blest triumphant
choir!
Mornings with Jesus! Help me; Lord,
To come and take Thee at Thy Mornings with Jesus! Oh, that day
word;
,
. No cloud its brightness shall allay;
Upon Thee cast my every care,
Its glorious Sun shall ne'er go down,
Since Thou hast cov'nanted to bear.
But shine in full resplendent noon.
Mornings
with Jesus! Haste, my soul,
Mornings with Jesus! Need I fear
When He is pleased my load to bear P Nor sin nor world thy speed control;
Happy the day that bids thee flee,
Yea, He has said, " I'll undertake
With Christ to dwell eternally.
Thy perfect rescue to complete." ,
Mornings with Jesus! Oh, .to shal'e
Mornings with Jesus! Why should I In His great triumphs ove:t; there!
Despair of succour from on high?
Beyond the reach of death and hell,
Has-He not said, " Look, look to Me, I'll praise the great Immanuel.
For as thy days thy strength shall
be" P
.
Mornings with Jesus! Yes, 'twill be
Most glorious indeed to me,
Mornings with J GSus! Sweet they are When not, as now, mere glimpse I
'When Jesus deigns to answer prayer;
get,
. And says," Fear not, I'm with Thee But faith gives place to endless sight.
ever;
Mornings with Jesus! Who can tell
Naught from Me shall ever sever."
What it will be with Him to dwell
Mornings with Jesus! Oh, to rest
In light and· love and bliss suplleme,
Upon my Saviour's loving breast!
Himself the all.absorbing theme?
OH, believer, dread nothing so much as a murmuring spirit. Thy worst
enemy is a repining mind. It stays thy life of faith, thy strength of
hope; it makes thy comforts die, thy soul to faint. Do not murmur
under thy exercises. They are sent, not to destroy, but to refine thy
soul; for Christ hath His furnace in Zion, and He shall sit as a Refiner and Purifier.
• Will shortly be published, by W. MACK, :4, Paternoster Square, London, price Is.,
uniform with " Walks and Talk' with Jesl/s," and " Walk, andTalkl with FellowTravellers."
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THE "THOUS" OF THE PSALMS.
BY. THE EDITOR.
PSALM n.-THE SETTING UP OF CHRIST.
" THOU" first occurs in the second Psalm, where the great and grateful
fact is stated of the setting up or anointing of Christ· as King in
Zion.. " I will.declare the decree: the Lord [that is, Jehovah, in His
Trinity of Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost] hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten Thee." Then comes
forth a two-fold mercy: first, Jesus, as the Anointed One, who in all
points was to have the pre-eminence, set before us as a Suppliant: "Ask
of me !" How great and how glorious an Exemplar! Second, the
encouragement: "and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession."
Now, if it be thus declared that ChTist was to ask in order to
receive, how well may it stimulate His people to give heed to that
sacred word, "For all these things will I be inquired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them." We have, moreover, the gradous
promise coupled with ,the precept in the very first sermon which
Jesus Himself preached: "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; for everyone
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened."
.
It has 'Commonly been a feature in the Lord's dealings with His
people, that not only has He given them a sense of need, prior to
His bestowing upon them some special .blessing, but He has usually
instilled into them a spirit of prayer and supplication, coupled with
watchfulness and waiting.
We have, furthermore, in this Psalm, a proof of the power and
omnipotence of Christ as King in Zion: "Thou shalt break. them
with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's
vessel." How well, therefore, is the caution and the counsel given, in
connection with this declaration of that power and authority which
Jesus will ultimately exercise over His enemies and all who oppose
His rule and dominion: "Be wise now, therefore, 0 ye kings: be
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, ana. ye perish
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a 'little. Blessed are
all they that put their trust in Him."
PSALM IlL-THE LORD A

~HIELD.

The Psalmist has scarcely sat down to testify of the Lord's goodness
in his songs of praise, ere he speaks of His enemies. "Lord," he
says, "how are they- increased that trouble me! many are they that
rise up against me. Many there be which say of my soul, There is
no help for him in God." Hence we see that, in that early day, the
truth so long afterwards expressed was confirmed, "They that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." The more pro c
minent a man's position, the more perilous. It was not without jus,t
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cause that one exclaimed, "Seekest thou great things for thyself 1 sook
them not."
However, the Psalmist, in the issue, was no loser, but verily a.
gainer, by the prominence of his position, and the persecution i~
entailed. It instrumentally drew him out of himself, and drove him
to his Stronghold. It led to his knowledge of God in a new amI
endearing character. Hence he 'says, "But "-mark the" but," reader,
as it was an essential link in the chain of covenant mercies-Thou, 0
Lord, art a shield for [margin, about] me, and the lifter up of min
head;" so that the Lord was not only a Protector and a Preserver,
"encompassing him about," as we read elsewhere, "as a shield," but
He became, in due time, the "lifter up of his head." He shielded
him in the battle; He warded off the darts and arrows, the poignard
thrusts and the sabre-cuts; but He raised him again; exalted him;
enabled him to bear a living testimony to the fact, "Tlwu hast
smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone; Thou hast broken the
teeth of the ungodly."
Thus, reader, we see how the Lord Himself fights the battles of
His people, ratifying His word, "Thou hast no need to fight in this
battle: the battle is not yours( but the Lord's."
PSALM IV.-AcKNOWLEDGlIIENT AND ApPEAL.

These will be found blended throughout the Book of Psalms; and
the Psalmist, it will be seen, commonly takes comfort for present or
future trials from the review of the past. Hence, whilst in this Psalm
he cries, "Hear me when' I call, 0 God of my righteousness," he
declares, "Tlwu hast enlarged me when I was in distress;" again he
exclaims," Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer." Both in soulfeeling and in actual circumstances, the Psalmist had, as it were, been
imprisoned; he had been in fetters; tied and bound; and, as he
afterwards expresses it, "vain is the help of man." But at length he
found, to the joy and, rejoicing of his heart, that "the Lord looseth
His prisoners;" from their bondage and captivity, whether in mere
feeling and apprehension, or as a positive fact, "'He brings them forth
into a wealthy place." He breaks their bonds, snapsl their fetters,
throws open their prison-doors, and brings them out into the light
and liberty of a Gospel day. Then,.in contrast to the inquiry of the
seekers after pleasure or satisfaction, who say, "Who will show us any
good 1" those who know experimentally what "the secret of the
Lord" i~ exclaim l "Lord, lift Thou up, the light of Thy countenance upon
us," for says the Psalmist, with respect to that blessed liberation and
enlargement which he had personally realized, "Thou hast put gladness
in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine
increased." Then, in the sweet confidence of faith, and based upon
what he had personally experienced of the Lord's goodness and mercy,
he further ventures upon His divine faithfulness: "I will oath lay me
down and sleep; for Thou, Lord, only makest me (lwell in safety."
Reader, this simply committing himself unto, and' entrusting himself
with, the Lord, is a gracious child-like act upon the part of the
Psalmist, conscious as he was of the many enemies and besetments by
whic)l he was surrounded.
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Strm.O'us nnb' J);tofts of 'strm.O'lts.
SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. D.i\..NIEL FOLEY, D.D.,
Professor of I"ish in Trinity College, nub/in.
SERMON

~
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VI.

"Ana truly our fellowship is with the Father, ana with His Son Jesus
Christ."-l JOHN i. 3.
My brethren, how marvellous is the announcement in the text which
declares the high and mysteriolls relationship of the children of God! By
nature, since sin entered into the world, no man has any communion with
God. There can be no communion between Him, light, and us, utter
darkness; between life itself and us who are" dead in trespasses and
sins; " between love and enmity with God. What fellowship, thereforewhat communion-could there be between usandGod? None,mybrethren,
naturally; none in our fallen state; none from our Adam covenant. ThEJ
manifestation of grace and pardoning mercy, which is the only door of
entrance into any such communion, is committed to Christ alone, who
reveals it from the bosom of the Father to be enjoyed in and through.
Himself by all His believing people; so that he that believes on the Son
of God, that r.eceives the Lord Christ as the Son-the Son given to us for
all the ends of the Father's love-upon the credit of the Father's testimony-and thus acts faith immediately on the Father, "believing in
God, and, therefore, believing also in Christ "-is at once brought into the
amazing connection of fellowship with the Father, truly, and with His
Son Jesus Christ. May the one Spirit by whom we have this access
through the Son unto the Father enable me to speak on this communion
in accordance with His truth, and so dispose your hearts for its reception
that the name of the Lord may be glorified in your salvation.
First, then, let us consider what this communion with the Father isits fruits and effects; second, the communion which we believers have
with the Son Jesus Christ, and wherein the fellowship consists.
First, then, communion with the Father consists in receiving from Him
His love, which is imparted to the hand of faith; the believing is the
receiving. It is true there is no immediate acting of faith upon the
Father but by the Son. "He is the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by Him." He is the" merciful High Priest
over the house of God, by whom we have access to the throne of grace."
"By Him we believe in God," as St. Peter tells us (1 Pet. 1. 21). But,
when by and through Christ we have an access to the Father, we then
behold His glory also, and see the peculiar love which He bears to us as
His people, and act faith thereon. We are then to view it, to believe it,
to receive it as in Him; the issues and fruits thereof being made out to
us through Christ awne. Jesus Christ, with respect to the Father's love,
is but the beam, the stream, wherein, though all our light, all our
refreshment lies, yet are we by Him but led to the Fountain, the Sun of
eternal love Itself, which is in the bosom of the Triune J ehovah. Few, I
know, can carry up their hearts and minds to this height by faith, as to rest
their souls in the love of the eternal Father. They live below it, in the
troublesome region of hopes and fears, storms and clouds, and dark and
disturbing fears and anxieties for their soul's safety. Here all is serene
1)
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and quiet. But bow to attain to tbis assurance they know not. This is
the will of God, that He may always be viewed as benign, kind, tender,
loving, and unchangeable therein; and that peculi!1rly as the Father, as
the great Fountain and 8pring of all gracious communications and fruits
of love.. This is that which Ohrist came to reveal, evert God as a Father
(John i. 18), that name which He declares, to those who are given Him
out of the world (John xvii. 6). And this is that which He effectually
leads us to by Himself, as He is the only ,way of going' to God as a
Father (John xiv. 5, 6); and, by doing so, He gives us the" rest which
remaineth for the people of God," the love of the Father being the
only rest of the soul. Faith seeks out this rest for the soul in Ohrist the
Mediator as the procuring cause, but here it rests not, bu,t by Him has
access unto the Father (Eph. ii. 18), finds out that He is love, and has a
design and purpose of love toward us from eternity-a design, a COmplacency, a g.ood will in Ohrist, all cause of anger and aversion being
taken away; and the soul which is thus brought into the bosom
of God through Christ rests itself in the comfortable persuasion and
spiritual perception and sense of unalterable peace and security.
Again, as the Father communicates no issue of His love to His people
but through Ohrist, so they make no return unto Him but through the
same channel. He is the treasury wherein the Father disposeth all tho
riches of His grace, taken from the bottomless mine of His eternal love;
and He is the Priest into whose hand we put all the offorings that we
return unto the Father. Thence He is said to love the Son, not only as
He was His delight from eternity, but also as the medium of His 'love to
us (John xvii. 24); and we are said thro11gh Him to believe in God and
to have access to Him. From this love to the Son He pours out the Holy
Spirit richly on us, through Christ our Saviour (Titus iii. 6); and, as
the holy anointing oil was all poured on the head of Aaron, and thence
went down to the skirts of his clot1)ing, so love, first on Ohrist, and from
Him it drops like the dew of Hermon upon the souls of all thA members
of His body'; so that the people of God may-and, blessed be His name,
do-see an ocean of love unto them in the bosom of the Father, yet are
they not to expect one drop but what flows through Ohrist. Ohrist draws
this water from the Fountain,. and we again .by faith from the wells of salvation that are in Him. Our returns in like manner to the Father are
. through Him; and well is it for us that so it is. What lame and blind
sacrifices should we otherwise present to God; but He bears the iniquity
of our offerings, and adds incense to our prayers. Our love is fixed
on the Father. but it is conveyed to Him through the Son of His love.
He is the' only way for our persons, our graces, our desires to go unto
God.
And here, beloved, I would call your attention to the gracious difference between the Father's love to us and ours to Him. Our love to
God is ebbing and flowing; we lose our first love, and we grow again in
love-scarce a day constant. Now it is, "Though all men forsake Thee,
I will not;" shortly again, "I know not the man;" and at its best it is
cold and feeble. But the love of the Father is equal. Whom He loves
He loves unto the end, as He did from the beginning, and He loves them
always qJ.ike. The Strength of Israel is not a man that He should repent
on whom He fixes His love. It is immutable; it doth not grow to eternity;
it is not diminished by time; it is an eternal love, which knows neither
beginning nor ending; which cannot be raised by any act of ours, which
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- «lannot be leesened by anything in us. It is no more changeable than
God Himself. If it were, .there should no flesh be saved; and, though He
rebukes His saints, though He chastens them, though He hides his face
from them betimes, and smites them; though He fills them with a sense
of indignation, in all these He alters not the purposes of His love; but
the dispensations of His grace, and those very things which seem to be
indications uf His change of affection towards His people, do as surely
proceed from love as those which seem to be its most genuine issues.
My brethren, what s'haU I say to those who have never yet tasted the
sweets of this eternal love ? who, though they may walk hand-in-hand
with God's children in the enjoyment of outward privileges, in' the performance of external duties, when you come to their secret retirements,
what a ditlerence! . There the saints hold fellowship with God; fruitless
professors, for the most part, with the world and their own lusts. They
are wrapt up in the cares and anxieties of this life, and cannot be brought
to divest their minds of them for a few moments in a week; the saints
are sweetly wrapt up in communion with the Father. Their prayer is
only like a dream in the multitude of business, but the saints have refresh~
ment in the banqueting house, and, even in the multitude of their daily
thoughts, the comforts of God their Father refresh their souls.
Beloved, if these things be so with believers-"-and you profess to be
such-what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness? Shall sin and lust dwell in those thoughts which receive and
carry out love from and ,to the Father? "Holiness becometh His presence for ever." An unholy heart can make no abode with Him. Every
view of God's love is a powerful motive unto holiness, and leads thereunto. Ephraim says, " What have I to do any more with idols?" when in
God he finds salvation. Communion with the Father is wholly inconsistent not only with loose walking, but' also with careless, prayerless
walking. " If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not tell the truth;" "He that saith, I know Him,
and keeps not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; "
so that the most specious pretence to acquaintance and fellowship with
the Fathel\ without holiness and obedience, proves the pretender to be
only a liar, deceiving the world by his profession, and-what is more
awful-miserably deceiving himself by mistaking the "form for the
power of godliness." How many, then, are going under the name ofChristians without any vital, any available Christianity! How unacquainted
are the majority with the mystery of tbis communion and the fruits of
it! How many are sunk in sleepy indifference, if not in filthy lusts, who
yet wish to be thought to have a portion and inheritance among them
that are sanctified! The Lord open the eyes of any such who may be
here to see that this account of the communion with the Father does not
describe their case, that so they may be led to seek not the form, but the
power.
In the second place, let us consider the fellowship which believers have
with the Son Jesus Christ, and what are the fruits thereof. That God
the Father doth caU them to communion with His Son, our Lord, is evident from theScriptures everywhere. "God is faithful," saith the Apostle
(1 Cor. i. 9), "by whom ye were called to the fellowship of His Son Jesus
Ohrist our Lord;" "Behold,': saith the Saviour (Rev. iii. 20), " I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and sup with him, and he with me." He refreshes
D 2
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Himself with His own graces, bestowed on them by His Spirit. The Lord
Christ is exceedingly delighted in tasting of the sweet fruits of His Spirit
in His saints; hence is that 'prayer of the spouse, "Awake, 0 north
wind; and come, thou south; blQw upon my garden, that the spices thereof
may flow out. Let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasaut
fruits" (Cant. iv. 16). The souls of the saints are a garden for Jesus
Christ; they are the good ground, a garden fur fruit-yea, pleasaut fruit.
Whatever is sweet and delicious for taste, whatever is odoriferous, whatever is useful, is in this garden. There is all manner"of refreshment in the
souls of the saints for the Lord Jesus. On this account is the spouse so
earnest in prayer for an increase of these things, that her Beloved may
sup with her according to His promise.
But Christ provides in like manner for their spiritual entertainment,
"a feast of fat things: wine upon the lees." The fatted calf is killed
by Him for them. He is .the Rose of Sharon to them and the lily of the
valley; most desirable for the comeliness and perfection of His person;
incomparably fairer than the children of men. He is their delight, their
glory, their joy. In Him is that righteousness for which they hunger;
in Him is that water of life which whoso drinkethof shall thirst no more.
Oh, how sweet are the fruits of Christ's mediation to the .faith of His
saints! He that can find no relief for his troubled spirit in mercy,
pardon, grace, acceptance with God, and holiness, is a stranger to the
things that are prepared for believers. To them Christ is shelter from
wrath without, refreshment from weariness within. Under the shadow of
His wings they sit down, constantly, quietly, safely, putting their trust in
Him.
My beloved brethren, there are none that are not moved by these endearing features in our relation"to the blessedJeElus-there are none who make
little of these enjoyments open to us in Christ the Lord-but only they
who know Him not, whose eyes the ~od of this world hath blinded that
they should not bebold His glory. The souls of men do naturally seek
something to rest and repose upon-something to satisfy and delight themselves with. Oh, that it would be the Lord Jesus, as the hope and rest "of their souls; that they may be led to compare what they aim at with
what they hear others say of Jesus; that they may see that nothing they
design is like Him, nothing they desire equal to Him. My brethren, if
any of you are thus" spending your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which satisfieth not," let us see the peace,
quietness, assuredness of everlasting blessedness they have given you.
:Behold here a fit Object for your choicest affections-One in whom you
way find rest for your souls. Behold, He stands at the door of your souls
and knocks. Reject Him not, lest you seek Him and find Him not. You
love Him not because you know Him not; :if you did, He would find an
entrance into your affections, He would occupy a due place in your hearts,
He would dwell in your thoughts; you would be constantlY.9ccupied in
seeking out His desirablen.ess and excellency, and, instead of preferring
almost anything in the world before Him, you would c01l.nt all things but
loss and dung for the excellency of His knowledge.
But, brethren, what 'shall I say again to God's dear children? I love
to dwell upon their happy condition, their exalted privileges, that I may
shame them out of cold indifference; that I may be made to lift up the
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, to dwell more on, to enjoy
more abundantly their everlasting consolation and good hope through
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grace; and that some careless sinner may become dissatisfied with his
enjoyment, and alarmed in his carnal security, and may feel a cry in his
heart to find out and experience for himself the preciousness of that
covenant love by which Christ gives Himself to the soul, with all His
excellencies, righteousness, graces, and eminences, to be its Saviour,
Head, and Husband for ever, and to dwell with it in this holy relationship.
How fruitful, beloved, is this love in all gracious issues and effects!
A man may love another as his own soul, yet his love cannot perhaps
Jlelp him; he may sympathise with him in affliction, but n~t thereby support him; he may pity him in distress and anguish, but not thereby
relieve him; he may suffer with him in trouble, but not ease him; he
may bemoan him in misery, but not release him. We ca,nnot love grace
into a child, nor mercy into a friend; we cannot love them into heaven,
though it may bd the great desire of our soul. It was love that made
Abrahamcry; "Oh, that Ishmael might live before Thee L" but he could
not thereby secure his living. But the love of Jesus, being the love of
God, is effectual and fruitful in producing all the good things which Ho
willeth unto His beloved-life, grace, and holiness. ' How many millions
of sins in each of the elect hath this love overcome! What mountains
of unbelief doth it remove! Look upon the conversation of anyone of
God's people; consider the frame of his heart; examine his passing
thoughts; record· for a short time what passes in his mind; see the many
stains and spots, the defilements and infirmities, wherewith his life is
contaminated; ,try to sound, if you can, the depth of that pollutivn which
the teaching of the Spirit reveals to be in the heart, and tell me whether
the leve that bears with all this be not infinite? And is it not the samtJ
unchangeable, ever-flowing current from the eternal throne to thousands
every day? What streams of, grace, purging, pardoning, quickening,
assisting, do flow from it daily! " This is our Beloved, 0 ye daughters of
Jerusalem." This is our Jesus, ye formal professors!
Now, beloved, it would greatly help to showus the riches of this pardon. ing love and mercy wl;tich is wholly treasured up in Christ, and revealed by
Him, and which shines not with one ray out of Him-that free, gracious
acceptance of a sinner, upon satisfaction made to God's justice in the
blood of Jesus-if we could only see sin in its e.normity, in its hatefulness
before God, in its deserts from God, to which purpose the law would
indeed serve, if we could see it in its purity, extent, and perfection; if we
would learn from its manner of delivery, with thunder, earthquakes, and
tire; if we would be warned' by its sanction, in death, curse, and wrath.
It would thus make a wonderful discovery of sin upon every account; its
pollution, guilt, and exceeding sinfulness would be seen by it. This glass
is clear, if we had eyes to perceive in it; the rl11e straight enough, but we
cannot ap,Ply it; and, therefore, Christ "sends His Spirit to convince the
world of sin" (John xvi. 8), and thus the discovery of sin, the work of
c mviction, is His peculiar work. True, that to see a world, made good and
beautiful, wrapt up in wrath and curses, clothed with thorns ,and briars;
to seO' the whole beautiful creation given up to the bondage of corruption;
to hear its groans under the burden, and consider legions of angels,
glorious and immortal creatures, cast down into hell, bound in chains of
darkness, and reserved for a more dreadful judgment, for one sin; to
view souls lost for eternity on this account, will give some insight into
what sin is. But what is all tais to the view which may be had by the
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spiritual eye in the Lord Ohrist? to see Him who is the wisdom of God
and the power of God. always beloved by the Father-to see Him, I say,
fear, and tremble, and bow, and sweat drops of blood, and pray, and die;
to see Him lifted up on the cross, the earth trembling under Him, as
if unable to bear His weight, and the heavens darkened over Him, as
if shut against His cry, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" and Himself
hanging between them, as if refused by both, and all this because
our sins did meet upon Him. This of all scenes doth show how dark
and deadly sin is. Here or nowhere may be estimatad most abundantly
the preciousness of that atoning blood which cleanses from its guilt and
power.
The soul brought to this view of sin, to this view of Jesus, by the Spirit
of the Lord,' is prepared to receive the Scripture statement that" He is
altogether lovely" (Oant. v. 16). ' Such a soul finds Him lovely in His
person; in the glorious all-sufficiency of His Deity; in the spotless purity
and holiness of His humanity; in His authority, majesty, love, and power
-lovely in His incarnation, when He was rich for our sakes becoming
poor, taking part of flesh and blood, "because the children were partakers
of the same; 'I being made of a woman, that for our sakes He might be
made under the law-lovely in the whole course of His life, from the
manger to the accursed tree; in His poverty and persecution, in His more
than angelic holiness and obedience; doing good and receiving- evil; blessing 'and being cursed, reviled, and reproach'ed for us all His days-lovely
in His death for sinners; broken and dead from the cros~, carrying the
sins of all who should believe on Him into a land of forgetfulness; making
peace and reconciliation for them; bringing life and immortality to light
for us-lovely in His whole employment, in His great undertaking; in
His life, death, resurrection, and ascension as Mediator between God and
us, to magnify God's justice and to save our souls; to bring us who were
afar off to an enjoyment of God-lovely in the glory and maj.esty wherewith He is crowned, now set down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high, where, though He be terrible to His enemies, yet. He is full of
mercy, love, and compassion towards His beloved ~ones-Iovely in
all those rich supplies of grace and consolation, in all the communications of His Holy Spirit, wher~of His saints are made partakerslovely in all the tender care, power, and wisdom which He exercises in
the protection, safeguard, and deliverance of His Ohurch and people, in
the midst of all the oppositions and dangers to which they are exposedlovely in all His ordinances, in the spiritual worship which He hath
appomted to His people, whereby they draw nigh and have communion
with Him and His Father-lovely and glorious in the vengeance He
taketh and will finally execute upon the stubborn enemies of Himself and
His people-lovely in the pardon He hath purchased and doth dispense,
in the reconciliation He hath established, in the grace He commu~icates,
in the consolations He doth administer, in the peace.and joy He gives to
His saints, and His assured preservation of them to glory. And what
further shall I add, for there is no end of the excellency and dignity of
His person and His office, of the sufficiency and desirableness of His
grace? " He is altogether lovely.'~ " This is our Beloved, and this is
o1).r Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem."
Oh, that the Holy Spirit may lead us from this glimpse of our communion with the Father and His Son Jesus Ohrist, to find that in it whioh
is better than ten thousand worlds; to desire to spend the residue of our
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earthly pilgrimage in pursuit thereof, in the contemplation of the excel.
lencies, love, and grace of Jesus, and in making returns of ,obedience
according to His will, that it may prove the great relief to our souls in the
midst of the perplexities of this wretched world, and the cursed rebellions
of our own hearts, and an earnest that" He that shall come, will come,
and will not tarry," and that when He comes, He will find our souls ready
to meet Him with, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus [ "

THE OLD AND NEW- YEAR.
BENIGNANT PARENT! deign to heal'
Thy children's a,rtless lay,
Which closes the retiring year,
And,homage aims to pay.

We know not what Thou hast prepared;
What joy or grief designed;
But Thou who hast our sorrows
shared,
Oanst never be unkind.

Thy mercy-'neath whose wings outRpread
We "little ones" are blestHas daily sheltered, clothed, and
fed,
And hushed us all to rest.

And, even should the approaching
year
Advance in sable drest,
We'll try to trust Thee, Father dear,
Whose will is always best.
'

Through all 'the chequered season
flownSaviour, our harp, though feebly
Its months, and weeks, and daysstrung,
Thy never-ceasing care we own,
Wakes every chord for Thee;
Demands unceasing praise.
I And hearts and voices join in song;
List to our melody.
In hope we therefore rise to meet
The unknown coming year;
When we possess yon heavenly lyre,
Ta.ke 1'hou our hand, and we will
No discord shall we fear;
greet
Till then, Lord, may our best desire
His advent without fear.
, Be music in Thine ear.
J. P. O.
Cardiff·
I

ADVICE TO PREACHERS.

-'1

rMy DEAR BROTHER,-I have no doubt you will find room in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the following few pithy and pointed remarks on
preaching from Luther and Berridge.-Yours affectionately,
R. CORNALL.]
Luther says: "Stand up che'erily, speak out manfully, leave off
speedily."
Berridge, writing to Rowland Hill, says: "Study not to be a fine
preacher. J erichos are blown down with rams' horns. Look simply
unto Jesu~ for preaching food, and what is wanted will be given, and
what is given will be blest, whether it be a barley or a wheaten loaf,
n. crust or a crumb. Your mouth will be a flowing stre,am or a
fountain sealed, according as your heart is. Avoid all controversy in
preaching, talking, or writing. Preach nothing down but the devil,
and nothing up but J esns Christ."-Sept. 3, 1773.
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40

The GosjJel M agazilZc.

WRlJrhs in £i£asan faf fgas£ fuga art 'QIM£afU.
"OLD SARAH'S" NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

To the "Wayside Notes" Pf7riter.
.. Now to the race a~ debtors we,
Spared another year to see,

still review;
I The Lordpasthaswehelped
ns hitherto."
M~rcies

AND having obtained help of God, we continue to the present
witnessing none other things than when the Lord first manifested
Himself to us as our sin-pardoning God, as "All and in all" in our
salvation; when J csus told me I was His and my Beloved mine.
But oh, with what patience, forbearance, and long-snffering has He
borne with all my ill-manners in the wilderness since then! and, when
my feet had well-nigh slipped, His mercy held me up. How oft. has
He restored my wandering heart, healed all my backslidings, received
me graciously, and loved me freely! No upbraiding; no bill of divorce.
"He resteth in His love, and hates to put aWRy." When brought low,
helped me; when oppressed, undertook my cause (Psa. xii. 5); when
overwhelmed, led me to "the Rock that is higher than L" When walking
in darkness, and no light either from within or without,and for
many days neither sun, moon, nor stars appeared, then I experienced
something of the warfare contained in the seventh of Romans; but the
Lord had hid His face fr0ll! me. I sought Him, but I could not find
Him; yet wa~ I enabled to, trust in Him, and stay myself upon my
God, knowing that He was the'-, same when in darkness as when I
could see His heart overflowing with love unto me. yes....:..·

(

..

'I

"My soul through many changes goes;
His love no variation knows;"
and the Lord honoured the faith that honoured Him by simple trust
and confidence in Him, by restoring unto me the joys of His salvation.
The Sun of Righteousness rose with healing in His wings, chasing
every cloud, eclipsing every other object, breaking in upon my poor
benighted Isoul with a flood 'of light, love, peace and joy .in believing,
unspeakable and full of glory. I mounted as on eagles' wings, and
sang on the heights of Zion, "The Lord hath redeemed Jacob and
glorified Himself in Israel."
•
I then thought my Lord was about to take me home, but, instead
of this, He was preparing me to' endure hardness and to glorify Him
in the fires '; and, such was the love of my precious Jesus to me, that
He was jealous of my love to Him. Lest the fondness of a creature's
love should divide my heart, He took 'away the desire of my eyes
with a stroke, and took to Himself my bosom companion, my 'beloved
sister. We were one in every sense of the ¥lord, seeing eye to eye
in all things, without a jarring note, for many years. Under this trial
the Lord so strengthened my faith as to enable me in calm sub·
mission to say, "It is the Lord: let Him{ do as seemeth Him good."
Then was I left as the sparrow alone in thIS desolate isle, without one
congenial friend, but the Lord was my only refuge; and, though my
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couch was often wet with tears, and' many a "Not so, my Father," yet
the sweet assurance that Himself had. done it, who could make no
mistake, enabled me to say, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right~" and the many sympathising and consoling letters daily received
from dear companions in the vale of tears whom we had left behind
in our native place, often cheered my solitary path.
Five years' after this, the bird of passage pitched her tent in
Yeovil, where the Lord had provided another bosom companion, and
Joseph and Sarah became one in a double bond of union, in every
sense of the word congenial j but I soon received intimations from my
Lord that our happy union would be but of short duration, and the
fourth anniversary .of our wedding-day was spent in the sick and
dying chamber, where we realized many a hallowed season of sweet
communion, with strength for the day, and calm submission to our
Father's will; and, ere the close of the year, his happy spirit joined
the ransomed throng.
"All his sorrows left behind,
And earth exchanged for heaven"another proof that He who said, "Give me thine heart," would not
admit a rival in mine. The first promissory note that He gave the
bereaved 'wid.ow was, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end."
Twenty-four years with all their changing scenes have passed since
then, and He has been as good as His word; not one thing hath failed.
Stripped of all but Himselt~ He has won my affections, and filled up
eveFY vacancy in my otherwise desolate heart. My Maker is my
Husband; the Lord of hosts is His name;' and only see how He has
pleaded my cause, brought me through fire and through water out
into a wealthy place, so that in the lines of Erskine I can say" Of all the husbands ever were,
My Husband bears the bell."

-

Honours crown His sacred brow; He shall have all the praise.
Now for a brief review of the mercies of the present year. Though
not without wilderness fare, and many sharp and trying exercises,
both from within and without, yet has "the Lord crowned my life
with lovingkindnesses and tender mercies. One special mercy calls for
a song of praise, in which I know many of our family' circle will join
me, which is, the continuance of such a measure of health ~nd strength
of body and vigour of mind, with some improvement in my precious
sight. Vain would be the attempt to describe what my feelings were
on the Sabbath morning when I heard Mr. Martin preach the hospital
sermon. He' remarked, when pleading for it, that there were many
among the labouring classes with families and limited incomes, who
gave more to that institution than many of the rich from their abundance. My heart was softened and humbled before the Lord under a
deep sense of my utter unworthiness of such a distinguishing mercy as
to have passed seven years without one applicatiol). to any but my
skilful Physician, J ehovah-Rophi-" I am the Lord that healeth."
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits." " Come,
let us magni(y the Lord together." Willingly could I have given a
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free-will offering, but my Lord is pleased to accept the tribute of a
grateful heart.
And now, in closing another year of mY) unworthy life, I have no
new-tale to tell, but sovereign grace over sin abounding. . A guilty,
weak, and helpless worm, the prayer of the publican suits me as well
now as it did sixty years ago. Though it has been r,eported of me that
"the reason why Mrs. H-- does not like to hear a certain class of
preachers is, because they preach to sinners," I trust the testimony
the Lord has enabled me to bear in the pages of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE is sufficient to prove that a gospel-if such it may be
called-that did not preach to sinners would not suit me. And this
reminds me of an omission in my last family letter, when referring to
my crossing from Gosport, on Thursday evening, on the floating bridge.
Just as it started, a young lady took her seat beside me, and kindly
asked me, "Can you see to read?" " Yes, I am thankful I can, by
means of a reading glass." "Will you accept some tracts ~" I then
:,;poke of my precious Bible, out of which I had learnt all my
lessons. "Then you know the Saviour ~ " "Oh, yes; I have known
l:lomething of Him for sixty years." "What a mercy to be prepared
for His coming, and He may come before to-morrow morning." ." He
may, but that is a tale I have heard for more than forty years. It
is my mercy to know that, when absent from the body, I shall be
present with and like my Lord." "But Jesus does not look upon us
as sinners; we are not sinners, but saints." This so stirred up my
spirit within me that I got warm. "Oh, I feel I am a sinner still as
much as I was sixty years ago; and, if you are a saint and not a
sinner, you know nothing of the warfare contained in the seventh of
Romans." The bridge stopped, and our conversation too. Surely such
saints no longer require an open fountain, nor need an Advocate before
the throne. What a mercy, in such a day as this, to be kept sensible
of our sinnership, and humble at His dear feet, crowning Him Lord
of all!
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Da.ily I'm constrained to be ! "
And, when we get home, free grace we'll sing before the throne, without a jarring note, except who shall make the lowest bow, or sound
upon the highest key.
,
SARAH, A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE ALONE.
#

.•'

<'

MEETINGS AND GREETINGS.
OUR text on tpe Sunday evening had been, "Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it :
and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the. Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they &hall be mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in t4at day when I make up my jewels; and I
will spare the)Il, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii.
16, 17). This subject necessarily led to a consideration of the Lord's
wonderful grace and condescending goodness and mercy, in regard to the
intercourse and communion one with another of His dear children
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down here, amid all the varied' turmoil and travail of the wilderness.
How marvellous was the interest He took in their int;rchanges of
thought and feeling! How tender and considerate, too" that He should
say, and cause it to be left on record, "And a book of remembrance
was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon His name." He speaks thus as though there were a
possibility of His forgetting: it stands, too, iu sweet harmony with
what He said to Noah: "And the bow shall be in the cloud: and I
will look upon it, that I may nmembej' the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all .flesh that is upon the earth."
The Lord thus speaks so tenderly and condescendingly, just after the
manner of men, as though, we repeat, there were a possibility of' His
forgetting. . Moreover, how could the Lord come down lower than in
His declaration of recognizing those who even "thought upon His
name" 1 such as had not the courage to venture to speak, but could
only think, and that, too, so timidly and tremblingly ~
The next forenoon, whilst walking through the....crowded streets, we
were accosted warmly by a dear friend. Said he, "I was speaking
last night upon the words, 'He put away sin by the sacrifice of
HimselC He gave Himself;" said he; "what could He do more 1"
"Lo, I come," was the reply; "a body hast Thou prepared me." We
stood hard by the Exchange, and at one of the approaches to the
market-place. Many were going 'and coming; but, in all probability,
how little could the major par~ of them enter into what constituted
oUT meat and drink. " We had bread to eat which the world knew
not of." After. a few minutes of sweet intercouse, we parted. Scarcely
had we done so, ere we met with auother dear friend, whom (residing
as he does at a distance) we had not seen for a long time.' He
directly spoke of the book we had lately issued touching the living
and dying experience of our late beloved brother. We remarked that.
although his end was so sweetly peaceful and blessed, he had during
his lifetime been greatly the subject 6f the fear of death. He at
times could not bear the subject mentioned. Our friend replied that
he himself was among the nervous ones (we should have thought
. quite the contrary), but he added that he wanted to dwell upon the
promise, "Because] live, ye shall live also." With these words we
parted, each again to mingle with the busy scenes of life. The words
thus timely spoken, however, set us musing. Thought we, " That's
just it-' Because I live, ye shall live also.' There is both a necessity
and a ]J'I'0mise in the case. There is to be no schism in the body.
The Head cannot do without the members j and, were a single
member missing, the body would be imperfect. Moreover, it was
declared, hundreds of years before His, incarnation, that our adorable
Lord should 'see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.' Further,.
in the days of His flesh, He said, 'Father, I will that those whom
Thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they may behold
my glory.' Then there was not only His 'will,' thus expressed to
His .FatMr, but His 'shall,' as spoken to them-' Because I live, ye
shall live also.' It was His own pledge-His own covenant promiseHis own absolute declaration. He could not have spoken more
decidedly. Hence, to douht or call in question His word is sadly to
I
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dishonour Him. Ah, may He not chide us with His 'Is this thy kindness to thy Friend 1' Well, indeed, may we fall under the rebuke. But
oh, how blessed when privileged to get a faith's grip of that precious
promise, 'Because I live, ye shall live also.' Lord, we believe; help
Thou our unbelief."
D.
A :NEW YEAR'S GR~ETING BY DR. HEWLETT.
To MY DEAR BROTHER, THE EDITOR, and to all my dear brethren,
readers of the GpSPEL MAGAZINE,-May grace, mercy, and peace be
showered down from the Father of lights, ., with whom is no variableness, nor shadow of turning." "
Beloved, in ofh:ring a few words of gratulation and thanksgiving,
and in giving expression to the old-fashioned wish for a "Happy New
Year," I would desire to remind you and myself that all we need to
make us happy is treasured up for us in our gracious covenant Head,
"Christ Jesus the Lord." In Him, we are told, all "fulness" dwells"the fulness of the Godhead bodily;" the fulness of divine wisdom to guide
and di~ect us in the understanding of His Word, His promises, His
" covenant ordered in all things and sure," to enable us to "read <fur title
clear" to the heavenly mansions; to see His hand in all the dispensations
of His providence j and to "be still, and know that He is God," when
the crosses and trials of this mortal life and state appear like a "sore
burden," too heavy to be borne; the fulness of divine pOWe1', of omnipotence, to enable us to "do all things" (in the Greek, "to be equal
to all things "), to the fulfilling of the. precept, the enduring' all
afflictions, the resisting all temptations j to prove ourselves valiant
soldiers ill His army, obedient children of His family, diligent servants
in His household-in short, "to glorify Him in our bodies, and in our
spirits, which are His." All this dwells in Him, who is "Head over
all things to His body, the Church j " and, lest any should despair of obtaining help in time of need, we are taught, that His divine wisdom and
divine power are regulated, controlled, or stimulated by His everlasting
and unchangeable love. OUT love t·o Him ma,y vary, and does vary, as
the mercury in the thermometer j but His love changes not. He is in
this, as in all other cases, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
But now, dear friends, there must be a communication from the fulness
of the Head to the empty members, and this is received by living faith,
which faith is strengthened and increased by use, even by "looking unto
Jesus;" for is it not said, "They looked unto Him, and their faces
were lightened" 1 The light of intelligence, the light of a holy resolution, the light of joyfulness and delight was visible in those who
looked unto Him. May we, then, help each other by looking
with the look of entreaty-" I will not let Thee go except Thou
bless me;" the look of determination-" Thy people shall be my
people, and thy God shall be my God."
May God the Holy Ghost so strengthen all our faith and the faith
of each one that, whatever may be the changes in the coming year,
we may be found in Him, resting on His Word, trusting to His grace,
obeying His precepts, and bringing forth fruit to the praise of the
glory of His grace. - So prays, your unworthy 'brother in Him,
Decem beT, 1l:l77.
ALFRED HEWLETT.
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FALLEN ASLEEP.
MR. EDWARD SIMPER, o.F SALISBURY.

'),

THlR servant of the Lord, with his wife, left home on the 11th Oct.
1877, for their usual winter change to Torquay. He had been suffering
much from neuralgia, and felt 'anxious to try his old restorative at the
sea-side, which had previously been beneficial to him. That morning
the well-known hymn was sung at the household gathering, "For a
season" called to part," and, after the reading of the 121st Psalm, he
was much overcome in prayer, and praYEid in an especial way and
manner for each one present, wrestling with the Lord for a blessing.
The long journey proved too much for his little strength, and, on
r'!aching Torquay, his prostration was such that medical aid had to be
obtained for him. After that he rallied a good deal, and was able to
take a drive two or three times, and friends begun to hope that he
was getting.over the journey: However, this cheering state of things
was not to last long, for,' In the course of a few days, the appetite
failed, increasing weakness set in,' followed by sickness and renewed
pa~alysis, and, to their great grief, they saw their patient lose flesh
very rapidly, and show every sign ,of approaching dissolution.
His valued friend, the Rev. F. A. Baines, came in one day, and quoted
the lines from Gadsby's hymn .book" Assure my conscience of her part
And bear Thy witness with my heart
In the Redeemer's blood,
That I am born of God."
"That's it! that's it!" vehemently he exclaimed, "born of God."
One day, after a quiet sleep of several hours, he spoke to his wife
and said he thought he was dying, when she replied, the Lord
could raise him again. "Yes," he replied, "He can bless the means."
Throughout this illness he was kept very calm, and free from every
murmuring expression, saying he was perfectly satisfied with his medical
attendant (to whom he was greatly attached, as also to his family doctor,
who was telegraphed for from Salisbury), and was glad he had made the
effort to come to Torquay. At another time he replied that Jesus was
precious; and to one standing by his bed he said, "Ask the Almighty to
ta.ke me to Himself." When she said, "Do you want to leave us all 1" he
replied, " I should like to take you all with me." On another occasion he
burst out saying, " The Lord is good to us alII the Lord is good to us all!
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul! bless the Lord, O.my soul!" As his end
approached, he said, " I am going! Come, Lord, come! " At another time,
his face brightening, he said, "Here He is;" but, not being able to finish,
his wife said, " He will say of you, my precious, 'Father, I haven't lost
him,''' referring to a favourite little tract written by the Rev. J. Ormiston.
The last words he was heard to say were, "Goming! coming! coming!"
He lay calm and peaceful till Friday morning, November 2nd, when
he gently and quietly breathed his last at five minutes to nine.
" Thus died the saint, or rather, fell on sleep;
For Him, indeed, friends have no cause to weep;
Reader, your turn and mine must shortly come;
Where shall we spend our everlasting home? "
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The five years' continual intercourse I had with this dear child of God
laid the foundation of affectionate friendship. His way of pointing out the
tokens of grace in those whom he conversed with (though he would never
acknowledge his own) were often very sweet and telling, and his utterances
in prayer and at Bible readings were savoury and weighty. The work
of grace in his own heart was very manifest, and in his life it was
seen by a close walk with God, great jealousy for distinctive truth,
the support he gave to the Lord's work, and in quiet acts of charity.
His house afforded a room for religious meetings twice a week, and
for the last five years he almost entirely supported the writer to carry
on the Gospel Book Mission t@ the Army and Navy, and to preach the
Gospel regularly in five village districts, where we have IDet with much
acceptance and large blessing from the Lord, and where we still hope
to preach the Word to steadily-attended gatherings five times a week,
looking alone to the Lord to supply all our need. That our friend
was "a man subject to like passions" as others are, we doubt not,
but with his failings we have nothing to do in this paper; rather would
we hear the voice from heaven saying," Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
Salisbury.
C. B.

'(
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SatcDworM for lS'lS.
ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
"THIS GOD IS OUR GOD FOR EVER AND EVER: HE WILL BE OUR
GUIDE EVEN UNTO DEATH."-Psalm xlviii. 14:
D.

A.

DOUDNEY,

ST. SILAS', BRISTOL.

Vicar.

,

"WHEREFORE REMEMBER, • . • • THAT AT THAT TIME YE WERE
WITHOUT CHRIST."-Ephesians ii. 11, 12.
WM. SAUNDEES,

Vicar.

"ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD."
(GENESIS v. 24.)

>.

IN FOUR WORDS WHAT A NOBLE LIFE AND EXAMPLE!
His NAME and daily WALK imply that

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

He
He
He
He
He

was DEDICATED to God-Enoch=one dedicated.
~as RECONCILED to God.-Amos iii. 3.
was always NEAR God.-Eph. i. 13.
was in spirit LIKE God.-2 Oar. iii. 18.
was a FRIEND of God.-John xv. 14.

"He pleased God," and "God took him" by translation to heaven. He was .. the
seventh from Adam," to prefigure the rapture of the saints at the close of the world' 8
week of toil when the seventh miUenary of Sabbatic rest will begin.-Jutle 14.

Emmanuel, Bristol.

I

R.

CORNALL,

M.A.
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THE CHAINS OF ST. PETER IN THE BASILICA EUDOXIANA
AT ROME.
[A HIGHLY valued friend and brother in the Lord was some short time
since residing ou the Continent; and, whilst visiting Rome, as well as
other places, furnished the Record with the following particulars.]
SIR,-There ,are some particulars (he says) con:cerning the Chains of
St. Peter, to which I alluded in my letter of the 5th.
'
It was the fashion in Rome, after the conspiracy of o rsini, to wear steel
watch chains, to which ,was suspended a small Orsini bomb. This gave
some partizan of the dergy the idea of an opposite and counteracting chain,
and he set going a miniature model of the chains of St. Peter,' with a cro!'s
suspended instead of the bomb, and,'adapted them to the same use. Tb"
thing took, and these chains are exteusively worn by the Papalini in every
country. Everywhere among the priests and pilgrims you see them attached
to the watch.
'
But as to the original chains. These, preserved in the grand church of
S. Pietro in Vincoli (St. Peter in Chains), consist of two parts: those with
which he was bound at Rome (if ever he was at Rome, of which there is no
proof at all), and those from which at Jerusalem he was released by the
angel (Acts -xii.). By a miracle they united themselves together. "Ils
s'unirent miracllleusement," says the Fl'ench chronicler of the tale. Being
thus one, and locked in firm embrace, wedded and welded, at one end of the
chain is a ring by which, to a hook or staple. it was attached, they say, to the
prison wall; but whether it belonged to the Jerusalem end or Roman end we
are not told. At the oi,her end is a sort of collar, which, being rivetted or
twisted at its ends, and so encircling the Apostle's neck, was untwisted by
the angel; and there you see just how it was done, as it were with his finger
and thumb. There is also a bit of St. Paul's chain, for insatiable is the love
of the marvellous.
Such is the chain of Peter. For the watch chains, a hook is added for the,
watch, and at the other end a cross turned upside down. This same cross"
topsy-turvy, small, and in red cloth; with white edges, is St. Peter's, appointed
by the Pope some years ago to the 'pilgrims. But a good many of them, on
the 5th, did not understand the thing, for as many wore them upright (like
our .Lord's cross), as like St. Peter's, which is upside down. You know the
fable, reader, that Peter, not thinking himself worthy to suffer as his Master,
willed to be crucified feet upwards. A grotesque idea, worthy of monkish
imagination, and equally dishonourable to,l,the Apostle. To suppose that he,
an old experienced belie,ver, should have been guilty of such " will worship
and voluntary humility" is not to be endured. "Great," says the same
French writer, "is the veneration always paid to the relic, and monarchs have
esteemed themselves honoured by receiving from Popes a little golden key
containing a small quantity of filings from the chains." At so small a cost to
herself does Bome manu!actul e her "merchandise," and traffic with the kings
of the earth!
A confraternity has been formed in connection with the chains, great and
small, one portion of the duty of which is to propagate the worship (" culte ")
of the chains; another, "devotion to the holy chain; " and another, "to pray
for the extirpation of heresies." "Pour mieux regler," says the writer in Le
Pelerin Catholique, " cette pieuse devotion l'autorite ecclesiastique forma une
pieuse societe dediee au culte des chaines. Chaque membre parte la pie'U;se
cha'inette." So here we have a piot£s devotion, a pious society, and a pious
little chain. How odd all this sounds to us! But this is not all. The
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Society has a money'value, and the pious chainettes too, for it 'follows that
"everyone is prohibited from makmg or selling any other chains than those
of the Society, which have the exclusive privilege of having, by the hands of
the Canons of the Churcb, been exposed to contact with the chains of St.
Peter, and (observe this) of participating also in the indulgences (deliverance
from purgatory) which the sovereign Pontiffs have attached to it."
Now see how this works, In the shops I paid for the little chain half-a.franc
(5d.). In the vestry of the church, for precisely the same article, but now
made pious, a franc-just double.,' Here at once is ,cent. per cent., and that
~nly because by contact with the big chain it is made pious. Q Rome, Rome,
how well thou understandest these triclcy, money-making ways! It is always
with thee the same old story-money, money.
But shall I tell you more exactly how the little chains m'e made pious?
Here it is. I saw the process throughout. The chains I knew were to be
disposed of in the vestry of the Basilica; so there I went, and there I bought
those I wanted, with the authorised diploma that they had touched the- big
chain, given (in Latin) with them. It was thus. Three men were very
busily employed on the chains great and small. St. Peter's chain was hung
from a hook above, in a recess, and fell on a slab in front. One of the three
was cleaning the chain with oiled linen. The moment I approached, one of
the men (not a canon certainly) immediately put the chain to my head. The'
other pal·t of the ceremony is to put the collar of the chain round the neck
for an instant, he mumbling some few words not intelligible.
The chain, about five feet long, is of ordinary appearance, much like any
other-large, long links, but not heavy. They struck me as being rather WOrD
at the ends. It was under the most favourable circumstances possible that 1
saw tnem, and a great chance it was that I saw them as I did, a sight which
very few outsiders have seen alone and with the leisure and contiguity
I dId-or, indeed, seen-at all, except through glass. A second time I saw them,
but only as others see them (under glass), which is a very different thing indeed.
They were lying then outstretched, being cleaned. On one side of them
were packets of chainettes which were to be made pious, and on the other those
,
which had been made p i o u s . '
As for the chainettes, there seemed a pretty brisk trade doing in them, for
on the slab where the chain was laid were some thirty or forty paper parcels
of them, each containing, I suppose, about twenty. Here there was a pretty
good quarter of an hour's pecuniary work; for besides the cent. per cent.
charged for the sanctification of the little chains, there is to be counted the
trade profit on the first cost, which, probably, one may take at the same rate.
But you want to hear how they were sanctified, or made pious. This, then,
is the process. The officials took up out of a paper the bundle of chains it
contained, and placed it (Saxonice, do.bbed it-that is the word) on the chain,
turning the bundle once over on the chain, and l'epeating the operation.
Whether each particular little chain had a touch of the big one it would be
preposterous to aver; and this process was repeated in a rapid business
manner to all the thirty or forty parcels, the contents of which, whether they
touched the big chain or not-and I suppose a considerable portion of
them did not-were thus made pious, and delivered one from purgatory!
What a tissue of lies! Purgatory a lie. The big chains a lie. The little
chains a lie. All lies. ,And this is what is called'" the house of God," and by
the professed ministers of God!
I add a few words on the original chains in hope of some antiquary further
going into the subject.
About A.D. 440, Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, gave Eudoxia, the Empress,
two chains, said to be those of St. Peter, one of which was placed in a basilica.
at Constantinople, the other sent by her to her daughter Eudoxia, at Rome,
the wife of Valentinian Ill., who there built a church for the chain, called
after her, Eudoxiana, as it is to this day.
',
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;One chain, then:, was sent to Rome. " But the Romans," says Hare, "could.
not rest satisfied with the possession of half the relic, and within the walls of
the same basilica, Pope Leo 1. beheld in a vision the miraculous and mystical
uniting of the two chains, since which they have been both exhibited here,
and the day of their being soldered together by invisible power (Aug. 1) has
been kept sacred in the Latin Church. They are of unequal size (1 did' not
observe this), and the largest is about five feet in length." The chain is kept
in a reliquary in a recess in the vestry; but by the end of this month, it
will be placed on a magnificent altar in the apse of the church, now nearly
finished, expressly for it, a fact marking the advance of relic worshipping in
the Church of Rome.
.
But further, in the church is a very remarkable sculpture, representing
Peter sitting with the chaib., which he' gives to a kneeling angel. On his
other side is a cardinal-Nic. Cusanus-also kneeling. The date is 1465.
But observe, the chain there is not the same as' now shown ir: the vestry.
There is a very considerable difference-the absence of a large ring and bar.
Here, then, we have, professing to be one, the representation of two different
articles, one of them being at one of its ends quite different to that of the
other chain. The addition, then, was made to the iron chain after the date
{)f the marble of 1465. But this is at variance with the inte~rity of the early
miracle ,and the story of the Empress Eudoxia. The thing has been added to.
It h3;s be~n tampered with. Who can trust it? Will some antiquary explain?
Hopmg to find such among your readers,
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully,
OBSERVER.
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[The foregoing- is just a specimen of the folly and the absurdities in
which Rome traffics with immortal souls; and, as our correspondent well
says, it is all money! money!! money!!! It is only such a bare-andbrazen-faced system as that of Rome that could waive the reply of their
professedly-loved and reverenced Peter, when he said to Simon, "Thy
money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God
may be purchased with money. Thou hast 'neither part nor lot in this
matter: Jor thy heart is not right in the sight of Hod. Repent therefore
of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." If Peter were alive now would
he not' say the same of myriads who profess to· be his followel's? U ndoubtedly, from the Pope himself down to the worst and most abject of
his poor deluded devotees. We are often asked the question, How is it
that le,arned men, for example, are carried away with such absurditiessuch arrant nonsense? Our reply invariably is in the language of Scripture.
Because "God has sent them strong delusion, that they- should believe a
lie" (2 These. ii. 1l).-En.J

JOHN MAUNDREL, THE MARTYR, 1556.
JOlIN MAUNDREL Was the son of a Wiltshire farmer living at Rowde.

When grown to a man he lived in the parish of Keevil, in the same
county; and, though unable to read, be always carried with him a
copy of WiIliam Tyndale's ·New Testament, and, when he came into
tb~ company of any who co~ld read, bis book 'Y"as always ready to be
produced. In tbe days of Kmg Henry VIII., bemg accused of speaking
against the holy water and holy bread, he was condemned to wear a
J!;
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white sheet, having a candle in his hand, about the market of' Devizes.
The' Vicar of Keevil going into his pulpit to pray for the souls in
purgatory, John Maundrel said audibly, "That' was the Pope's pinfold,"
for which he was put in'the stocks, and the next day sent to Salisbury, and there imprisoned till his examination should take place.
At the last examination, accompanied with the sheriff of the shire,
one Master St. John, and other Popish priests, in the parish church
of Fisherton-Anger, he was asked how he did believe. He answered,
"As a Christian man should and ought to believe, namely" in
God the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, the Twelve
Articles of the Creed, the Holy Scripture, from the first of Genesis
,
to the last of the Revelation."
Question .. "Whether that he did not believe that in the sacrament
of the altar (as he termed it), after the words of consecration spoken
by the priest at Mass, there remained no substance of bread and wine,
but Christ's body, flesh, and blood, as He was born of the Virgin
Mary 1 "
He answered, "N0," saying that the Popish Mass was
abominable idolatry, and injurious to the blood of Christ. He was
asked if he believed that the Pope was supreme head of the Church,
and Christ's Vicar on earth. He answered, "No: that the Pope was
Antichrist and God's enemy." He was asked whether souls in purgatory were delivered by the Pope's pardons an'd the prayers of the
Church 1 He answered "that he believed faithfully that the blood of
Christ had purged his sins, and the sins of them that were saved
unto the end of tbe world, so that he nothing feared the Pope's purgatory,
nor esteemed his pardons." He was asked if he believed that 'images
were necessary to be in churches, and saints to be prayed unto and
worshipped 1 He answered, "No:" adding that wooden images were
good to roast a shoulder of mutton, but evil in the Church, whereby
idolatry was committed.
For these answers he was condemned to be burnt to death; and the
next day (the 24th of March, 1556) he was carried out of the common
jail to a place between Salisbury and vVilton, where a post was set
for him to be burnt at. He knelt down, prayed secretly, and then,
being disclotbed to his shirt, John Maundrel spake with a loud voice,
"Not for all Salisbury," which was supposed to be an answer to the
sheriff, who offered him the Queen's pardon if he would recant. Thu8
this good man, with two companions (John Spicer and William
Coberley), was burnt to death, and his happy spirit has joined the
glorious company of mart yrs.-The above particula1's are gleaned from
"Foxe's Acts and Monuments."
It is proposed, God willing, to raise a Memorial Hall in Fish~rtoll'
Anger to the memory of John Manndrel, to be called the "Maundrel
Hall," which will be in the hands of the following Christian gentletnen
as trustees :-The Earl of Cavan, the Honourable Cowper Temple, and
the Rector of Fisherton (this Rectory being in Evangelical trust), and
shall be used for Evangelistic work for Fisperton and the city of
Salisbury, and wherein the following good old Protestant truths of
the Bible shall be proclaimed, namely:, \
J. That Holy Scripture cuntaineth all things llfcefsary to salvati{)ll.

· The Gospel, M agazilze.

51

2. That every man is very far gone from original righteou~ness.
3. That the Holy Spirit alone is the Oonvincer of sin, righteousness, &c.
4. That we are accounted righteous before 'God only for the merits
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist by faith, and not for our own
, works or deservings.
5. -That good works-which are the fruits of faith, and follow after
justification-are pleasing and acceptable to God in Ohrist.
~.Q'trtSU.Q'nh.en.c.e.

THE
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OLD SOOTOH DISCIPLE, AND HOW SHE WAS
DRAWN BY THE OORDS OF LOVE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magasine.
DEAR SIR,-I have been for some time wishing to relate a little
incident, the recollection of which often passes with refreshing influence
through my own mind, and the recital of which may prove refreshing
to other pilgrims on the way to Zion. It also tends to prove that
the teaching of God the Holy Spirit in the souls of the redeemed
is the same in substance, though it may vary in the minor details of
"
Ohristian experience.
Some years ago, when on a visit to Scotland with my brother, we
were invited to spend a day with a relative, a minister of the Free
Ohurch of Scotland.We had a delightful walk of six miles to get
to his house, which was most romantically situated in a wild and
lonely place amongst the mountains. The day was spent in admiring
the wild beauties around our host's dwelling, and in listening to his
graphic description and interesting anecdotes of Highland life and
character, one of which I will now relate, as nearly as I can remember,
in the very words of our hospitable informant. We had been' talking
of the love and faithfulness of God to His covenant people, which he
exemplified in the case of one of his parishioners, a poor old woman,
who had died some time before about the age of ninety, resting on
the person, blood-work, and righteousness of that dear Saviour whose
grace she had so blessedly proved, and spoken so simply, yet so
sweetly of. A short time before her death, he had called one day at
her humble cottage, and, seated by a turf fire, they were talking
together of the things concerning the kingdom, of the Lord's faithfulness to His promises and goodness to His people. Mr. McD-had remarked what a mercy it was that the Lord had put His fear
and love in her heart, and kept and. guided her so long in the
wilderness. She said, "It is just like this, sir; my Jesus has put
His love round my heart down here, and the tither end of the tow
(cord) is in His hand up there, and He's drawin' and drawin' and
, drawin' the tow till it is gettin' nearer and nearer to Himsel', and
I'll soon be hame; but," she added, "it wad be nae good if He
hadna the end of the tow in His ain hand, for if He didna draw
I wadna follow;" thus testifying in such simple but expressive
lanpuage th110t "sllolvatiQn if] of the Lord i" thilit HQ q.rlj,w~ /ilInd w~

"
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run after; that it is His own sovereign work to place the golden
chain of love round the sinner's heart, and that it is equally His
work to maintain and draw out that love through every state and
stage of experience, until it is fully developed and everlastingly consummated with Himself at home in glory.
" If Iiluch the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be P"

Does not the testimony of the dear old woman's faith prove that,
in things spiritual, "as face answereth to face in water, so doth the
heart of man to man" ~ Cradled and reared amid the loneliness and
obscurity of her native hills, having little intercourse with the external
world, professing or profane-probably never penetrating beyond the
glens which led from her mountain home·-she h::t,d yet been taught
by the unerring Spirit. Jesus had spoken His sweet love into her
heart, and her experience sweetly accords with that of every vessel of
mercy journeying through the "much tribulation" path to the same
happy, heavenly home.
And now, dear sir, whilst I have the pen in han,d, I must tell you
another little incident which may be interesting. I rose this morning
depressed, and went, as I often do, with a trembling heart to my
employment, feeling-and that deeply-my own utter helplessness and
insufficiency. ,After breakfast, and in my own little room, as is my
daily custom, I bent the knee to seek God's grace, guidance, care,
direction, help, and keeping through the day. I was led earnestly to
seek to know by blessed experience something of that love which
passeth knowledge, and the touching narrative of the two disciples
journeying to Emmaus was brought vividly before my mind. I turned
the subject into pmyer, and wa:s enabled to beg that it might
please that same dear Jesus to visit me by His Spirit, to commune
sweetly with me by the way, to open the Scriptures and to discover
the blessed truths concerning Himself, and to cause my heart to
burn with love under the sweet influence of these blessed unfoldings.
I had risen from my knees, and was about to commence work,
when a patient, whom I believe the Lord is teaching, walked into
my room, took the Bible from a side table, opened it, and, without
any preface or knowledge of what was on my mind, commenced
reading aloud the very narrative on which I had been, I trust, not
unprofitably musing. I was struck with what people would call the
coincidence, but did not interrupt him until- he had finished the
narrative, when I said, "How very remarkable that you should read
t.hat portion. I have just been turning it into prayer." He took me
by the hand and said, with tears in his eyes, "And so have I. After
I got up this morning, I prayed that Jesus would meet and teach me
as He did the two disciples, causing my heart to burn with love,
and that led me to read the narrative to you; and," said he, "it was
not chance that led our minds, unknown to each other, to the same
subject of meditation, al).d to offer at His footstool the same anxious
supplications,"
,
D. M. P.
[It might be deemed a breach of trust, were we to give our readers
l}!} ~d~~ (If t~e resron~ibJe po~itigij gccu.?i~~ bltJ?,e 1?e~ove4 wrilW' 9f
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the foregoing. However, we will say this much, that we know of no
one who stands more in need of special grace to sustain and uphold,
in his most arduous post, than he. Hence we regard it as so merciful
and so gracious of our covenant God to vouchsafe such precious indications of His watchful eye, tender care, and loving, manifestations
-as that to which he has just alluded. To His great and ever-adorable
name be all the glory and the praise!
rhe testimony of the dear old disciple among the mountain glens
of Scotland speaks for itself. Ah, what a oneness of teaching-what
a blessed identity-among high and low, rich and poor! Wherever
and whoever the Lord teaches-whether in the crowded city or in the
loneliest and most desolate region-whosoever He takes in hand, all
tends to the self-same end-the freeness, the fulness, the sovereignty,
the power of GRACE! Each and all of His spiritually-quickened and
savingly-enlightened ones unite, as with one heart and one soul, in
the acknowledgment that it is "of Him, and through Him, and to
Him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
What a revenue of praise and adoration will redound to Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, by-and-bye, when that
"great multitude which no man can number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, shall stand before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clot·hed with white robes, and palms in their hands"! How
universal the song, and how glorious the triumph, when as with one
voice they shall shout, "Amen: blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God
for ever and ever. Amen."
Dear brother-the writer of the foregoing letter-you we greet in
HIS ever-blessed and adorable name, who has pledged Himself to
support and sustain with all needful grace and strength, even unto
the end! Cheer up ! Your post is a momentous one; your responsibility vast indeed; but "greater is He that is for you than all they
that are against you." He has placed you, without doubt, in your
present most harrowing and self-denying position, there to show in
you, as well as by you, what His grace can accomplish. You shrink
from your responsibilities; we shrink from ours: but grace is sufficient.
Were you to know the state of mind in which your epistle found us,
just as we had been contemplating the requirements of our position,
you would then see for yourself the timeliness _of your epistle, and
would have a further confirmation of that Scripture, "As in water
face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to man."-ED.]

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Having just received the following letter from
the Rev. C. B. Snepp, I hasten to ask you to kindly lay it before your
readers, in the hope that special help may be forthcoming to enable
the Mission to lay hold of his very generous offer, and thus to supply
the many pressing applications for a good hymn book. Friends of the
~oJdi~r /HJ.4 ~il-il0F f~~ fUf t 4er t~~, ~09q. ~or~ ,b! se~dinS (ionatjons,
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marked "Hymn Book Fund," to my address, Devizes Road, Salisbury,
where the smallest sum will be thankfully received and acknowledged
by numbered official receipt.
I remain, my dear friend, yours faithfully,
CHARLES BRIDER.
My DEAR SIR,~I have been long thinking in what manner I could best
assist in enabling you to carry out your earnest desire to spread the
"g-lorious Gospel of grace" through "Songs of Grace and Glory." . .
With the assistance of a friend, I shall be happy to make you a free grant
of such editions of the hymn book as you may suggest most useful for distribution among the !;loldiers and sailoril of our army and navy in this
proportion-namely, for every ten pounds you can raise for this object, I
will add fifteen pounds.
This offer must be limited ,as to time, and to the number of tens you
can l·aise. But you yourself may suggest any fair and, moderate limit,'*'
as I do not wish to cripple but really aid your noble efforts for the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Yours fait~fully,
C. B. SNEPP.

:!hhhins anb
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Salvation Waited, For j or, Jacob's Reailiness to Depart.

A Sermon preached
by ARTHUR WILCOCKSON, at Providence Chapel, Lewes, on Sunday
evening, Oct. 28, 1877. London: Robert Banks, Racquet Court,
Fleet Street.
ACCORDING to feeling and enjoyment, we 'should think the preacher
must have been almost in' the third heaven when he preached this
sermon. To say the least, he was upon the heights of Zion indeed.
We are poor, short-sighted creatures, and know but very, very little;
but, as far as our judgment goes, we should think the preacher has
well-nigh done preaching. At any rate, he is not likely long to continue in the enjoyment he evidently here realized. Unless called up
higher, as doubtless has been the case with him numberless times
before, he will have to be painfully, yet profitably, familiar with the
patriarch's position, where we read, "And the Lord left communing
with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place." Verily a dark
and dreary place that is, and all the more so, as standing in contrast
with the communion just before enjoyed. The preacher will, doubtless,
experience, in some measure, what the Apostle felt when he had to
grapple with a "thorn in the flesh," "lest he should be exalted above
measure through the abundance of the revelations." Ah! it is these
reverses-these terrible extremes-that cause the Lord's servants
almost to dread enlargement and enjoyment in the pulpit. They say
to thems.elves, "It would be all very well if they could continue
there, or if they could be caught away as Enoch and Elijah were; but
oh, it is the leaving the pulpit, the returning to the vestry, and the
deadly conflict with sin, Satan, and the world." Well, blessed be God,
there will one day be a termination to this. The last sermon will
have been preached; the last sigh heaved; the last tear shed; the
• 19uf ~n pounds (p,Y.) within the l'J'esent financial year gf the ]4:i§sioD,-O.1l.
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last aeadTy thrust upon the part of the adveraary encountered; the last
_word of the watchers for halting; the last bitter insinuation. The
Master will at length say: "Thou hast compassed this mount long
enough; come up higher!"
" Oh, glorious hour! oh, bless'd abode!
We shall be near and like our God;
Nor flesh nor sense shall more control
The sacred pleasures of the sou!."
" There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin;
There from the rivers of His ~race
Drink endless pleasures in.'

(.

Aunt Lucy's Walks and Talks with her Children. London: W. Mack,
4, Paternoster Square; and 38, Park Street, Bristol.
WE cannot but take a deep interest in this neat little volume. In fact,
it was at our suggestion it was written; for having during our repeated
visits at the happy home of the author, seen her power of interesting
and training children, we were anxious that her maternal influence
should be extended by means of the press, especially at a period when'
so much that is fatally injurious to the youthful mind is being so
widely propagated. Inasmuch as Bible truths and sacred poetry occupy
a prominent place in this little work, and the motherly talks are all
directed to the instilling sound and wholesqme counsel upon Scriptural
grounds, the book is calculated to be of great service in the training
of 'the young. Habits of thought and observation are inculcated. A
considerable portion of the author's early days having been passed with
Out own sainted mother, much of her loving counsel and self-denying·
practices were imbibed by her then little companion. In one chapter
the author dwells very specially upon these early and sacred associations. As intimated in our last number, we tested this little work by
reading a goodly portion of the MS. at a large neighbouring school.
The young people' listened with rapt attention, and were most
anxious that it should be printed. An incident of very recent occurrence furnished· the author with material for urging the careful adoption of truthfulness and honesty. A roll of bank-notes had been lost
by a lady. Happily for her, they were found by one of the author's
sons-'-yet a youth. Without waiting for fee or reward, and ere yet
the owner of the notes had even di~covered her loss, the painstaking
and honest-hearted boy found out her whereabouts, a mile or so away,
and, to her very great delight, restored her the roll of notes. Such
conduct speaks for itself, and this and other pleasing incidents are
commented upon in the little volume with wise and loving interest.
Recent Tour to the Holy Land, Syria, and the (l'reat Pyramid of Egypt.
By the Rev. CHARLES B. SNEl'P, LL.M., Vicar of Perry Barr, Birmingham. London: Jame~ Nisbet and Co., 21, Berner;;; Street.
WE think it was due to himself that the author should have stated
that this work was written in the form of merely "paseing notes"
to his friends or family at home, jotted down whilst he was actually
travellin,g-not Dotes made en route an~ filled in afterwards" witp. th(l
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reflections which the compl€tion of the tour and the quiet of' the study
might naturally suggest. With the abundance of material at command,
by waiting and adopting the latter course, the author might have
made a much larger and more elaborate book. Possibly he or· others
might say that these already abound. Granted, but our conviction is,
that objects strike minds in various ways; and there is ample room
still left for descriptive testimony of the lands of the Bible. For ourselves, we can only repeat what has already br-en stated in these pages,
that to visit those sacred spots has been with us a life-wish. We proposed ourselves, when in Ireland, that,' if permitted to complete the
republication of Dr. Gill's voluminous Commentary, we' would make
the effort to go. However, although the Commentary was completed,
we went not; and now it is not likely we ever shall.
However, instea~ of going, we have commenced the perusal of Mr.
Snepp's- tour, and we are reading it, as doubtless very many beside
ourselves will read, with deep interest. There were features about his
tour which, to a reflective mind, must necessarily render his visit to
Palestine enviable. He was associated with Dr. Cranage and sundry
like·minded persons, in one of Messrs. Gaze and Son's tourist parties.
Of one heart and one soul, they unitedly sought after and commented
upon matters of Bible interest, to their own mutual edification and
refreshment. Although, as we have stated, this work consists merely
of "passing notes,", it makes a handsome quarto volume, well
adapted for presentation.

Death the Gate of Life. In Loving Memory of the Rev. GEORGE MOYLE.
London: Rye Lane Sunday-school,Peckham; and Elliot Stock, 62,
Paternoster Row.
'A SHORT but precious account of the life and labours of a beloved
·pastor. . It well deserves a wide circulation, and should have a place
in every Sunday-school library, as a stimulus and example for both
·teachers and scholars. It is 'beautifully got up, and, considering the
·well-executed photograph of the deceased, is a marvel of cheapness.
I

Spirit Scenes of the Bible, and the Life to Come. By the Rev. A. R.
HOGAN. London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co.
THIS little work is dedicated to one "whose praise is in all the
churches," namely, the Rev. George Salmon, D.D., Regius 'Professor of
Divinity in the University of Dublin, and this is of itself no small
recommendation.
Chatterbo'X. Volume for 1877. London: W. Wells Gardner. The
Prize. Volume for 1877. London: W. Wells Gardner.-Most attractive
volumes; full of illustrations, stories, and interesting information; first·
rate gift books or prizes for the young.
THE Old Jonathan for 1877 presents a very attractive appearance, and
is admirably adapted for aNew Year's gift. The reduced size ,of the
page has given general satisfaction, as being so much more portable.

The Mother's F1·iend. Volume for 187'7. London: Hodder and
Stoughton.-Very useful and encouraging to mothers.
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