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THE CALL AND TilE COMPANIONSHIP.
"He saitlt unto them, Let us pass over 1tnto the othe1' side."MARK iv. 35.
As these words were brought home, under certain circumstances,
with a degree of power to the heart, we are anxious (if the Lord
will) to comment a little upon them. May the Holy Ghost
be pleased to vouchsafe somewhat of the savour to others which
we were permitted to feel.
Now, beloved reader, the word upon which the stress seemed
to hang was that little word "us." "Let us pass over unto the
other side." Oh, it bespoke companionsh11J. It was the very
opposite of loneliness or desolation. And who was to be the
Oompanion? It was Jesus!
Who was the Speaker? Jesus!
Whose presence and society and fellowship were clearly implied?
It was that of Jesus! Lord, give us to realize this; for just in
proportion as we realize it will be our satisfaction and our blessedness-yea, all the blessedness and the satisfaction turn upon this
pivot, the presence of Jesus! It is that which calms, pacifies.
renders docile, subservient-cc willingness in the day of His power."
Reader, with regard to this companionship-this "us "-just
mark the contrast in the position here expressed with that given
in the sixth chapter, where we read of this same Jesus" constraining His disciples"-these self-same men-CC to get into the ship,
and to [10 to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while He
sent away the people."
How vast the distinction, in the experience of the Lord's children, when He says, "Come," and when He says" Go"! How
marked was this under the circumstances in which N oah was
placed! When the Lord was about to cut oft' mankind by a flood,
and the fountains of the great deep wera to be broken up, to
the destruction both of man and beast, He said unto N oah,
"Gome thou and all thy house into the ark "-as much as to
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say, "Be not afraid at all the dread scenes which are about to
happen, for I am with thee to protect, preserve, and bless thee."
When, however, those dread scenes had occurred, and there was
no prospect of further calamity, the Lord said unto Noah, " Go
forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons'
wives with thee."
Now, what a difference there was between this "Come" and
" Go;" and yet, even in that early day, and under those circumstances, the Lord showed His pitifulness and consideration. ~ ()
sooner had He thus spoken than, as if to reassure Noah that he
should not be left, but that He who had been with him in th(>
ark would now be with him outside it, the Lord immediatehadded, "Bring fodh with thee every Jiving thing that is \\"Jth
thee, of all flesh."
Reader, depend on it, the more closely and carefully we examine
God's Word, the more clearly shall we discover abundant e,idence
of His Fatherly condescension, kindness, and mercy. Sure we :ue
that throughout the sacred page there is such continuous and uninterrupted proof of the fact that, "like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him; for He
knoweth our fmme; He remembereth that we are [but] dust."
One indance of this tender consideration strikes us in particulm'
at the moment of writing. After all the Lord's kindness and COlldescension in His deali~gs with Gideon, we read, in proof of this
Fatherly kindness and condesceni3ion for which we plead, that ,. i'.:
came to pass the same night, that the Lord i3aid unto him, .cliise,
get thee down unto the host; for I ha,e delivered it into thine
hand." Now mark this, dear reader: "Blit if thou fea}' to .rIO dO/fil,
go thou toitlz Phuralz thy servant d01tn to the host, and tholl shalt
hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be stl'engthcilf'(
to go dou.:n wzlo the host."

Who will presume to say, after this, that the Lord is a har
task-master? If His work calls for wisdom or courage or strength,
that wisdom, courage, or strength He assuredly bestows. He nel8r
requires any of His servants to undertake this or that work {c,r
Him in independence of Himself! He may leave them to feel
their own weakness or lack of wisdom or courage, but their being
so left is not that they should be defeated or put to shame, but
that they may learn afi:esh where alone theu: wisdom and strength
are to be found, so that they may, in due time, go forth in His
grace and power.
We shall hope to trace this in regard to the Lord's dealings
with His disciples, in the instances to which we ha,e already
briefly referred.
And, first, let us observe how, in the previous part of the
chapter, the Lord had been proclaiming the great and glorious
things touching" His kingdom, opening them out, as Hc was wont
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to do, by passing objects, and illustrating them by types and
figures so familiar to His hearers in their every-day life. We
see, however, notwithstanding the plainness and simplicity of His
illustrations, how unable the people were to comprehend the allimportant verities thus from time to time set before them. What
a proof this of that most humiliating truth, "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto- him; neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned."
Now, we see that this applied to the disciples, as far as their
human reason or natural minds were concerned, even as to the
people in general by whom the Lord was surrounded, for we read
that, "when they were alone, He expounded all things to His
disciples." Furthermore, in proof of the Lord's tenderness and
consideration, we read' in the preceding verse, "And with many
such parables spak~ He the Word unto them, as thp-y ~vere able
to hew' it." What a proof of Fatherly kindnesf\ and consideration
was this! How marked was this consideration in all the Lord's
dealings with His disciples! How He concealed till towards the
close of His sacred mission all the dread realities with regard to
His Gethsemane-sufferings and Oalvary-death which that mission
entailed! And how we see the self-same consideration in theLord's dealings with His people from day to day!
Reader, do you not know somewhat of the meaning of those
few emphatic words, "as they were able to hear it"? The same
argument will hold good if we venture to alter one letter in these
few words., causing them to read, "as they lure able to BEAR IT."
Beloved, do you not admire the wisdom and the love which
have prompted the Lord to withhold the knowledge of certain
tests and trials, sorrows and sufferings, which He had in reserve
for the exercise of the faith He had bestowed, and, by means of
those very tests and trials, He intended to strengthen and maintain that faith? Ah! prone as we are to look at and to dwell
upon the dark and the gloomy, what (without additional grace
and strength) must have been the conseqnence had we foreseen all
that we have been called to pass through? Failing, as we constantly do, to see the silver lining in the dark and cloudy dispensation, without divine upholding, we must literally have sunk
into absolute despair and been crushed in the mere prospect and
anticipation of the very things the which, afterwards, we have
been called to meet, and beneath which we have been sustained.
We may add, moreover, that, with respect to those very things,
we have not only had abundant reason to justify the Lord, with
respect to their administration, but to acknowledge and admire the
wisdom, love, and Fatherly tenderness and consideration with which
He has dealt towards us. Sooner or later, on the part of His
every tried, tempted, and troubled one, however deep the depths,
B
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agonizing the discipline, or acute the sufferings, there has been, is,
or shall be, the universal and unexceptionable testimony, "HE
RATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL."
We pause for a moment. We seem to hear one and another
of sorely-oppressed and deeply-tried ones with whom we are personally acquainted saying, "And do you think my case will prove
no exception to that general rule of which you speak?" No,
dear troubled brother-no, dear tempted sister-not even yow'S
will form the exception. In due time you will add even your
testimony to the universal admission, "HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS
WELL." You may have been called to go down, as it were, into
the very depths of hell itself, in point of feeling and of fear, to
learn your lesson, and to bring up from its depths its teachings;
but, under those very circumstances, you shall have learnt so
effectually and so profitably, and so afterwards to God's glory,
that great truth, " If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there j
if I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there! "
Ah! does not the expression seem to meet the case of some poor
desperately-tried and tempted ones who, coming to the conclusion
that their's is a lost - a hopeless - case, imagine that they had
better make the best of it-yea, even to "making their bed in hell" ?
as if there they were to abide in torments for ever and ever. But
blessed be God for that precious Scripture-" Shall the prey be
taken from the mighty, and the lawful captiw deli,ered?"
Speaking personally, we may say that, except when preaching
,or writing, our most privileged seasons are when walking, and
that amid the busy throng. We are then permitted to walk
-and talk with the Lord in a far more blessed and familiar "ay
than at other times. The midnight hours are more times of
wrestling and earnest and ardent importunity. But, on a recent
occasion, in one of these privileged" walks and talks with Jesus,"
the case of a greatly-tried brother came, as it commonly does,
upon the mind, and was in due course brought before the Lord.
The timeliness and the preciousness of the answer to the appeal
we shall not easily forget. It was the very word we wanted, dear
reader, although it had not previously been upon the mind for a
long time. No; we believe it was the Lord our God brought
it unto us, and we venture to add that, from our inmost soul, we
b8lieve He will be true to His word, " for He is not a man that
He should lie, nor is He the son of man, that He should repent."
Here is the word, dear reader: "For the vision is yet for an
appointed time; but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: thougll
it tarry, wait for it: because it will surely come j it will not
tarry."
Beloved, we so felt the power and the sweetness of this application in reference to the case that has so long and so deeply
been laid upon the heart, thlJ,t our inmost soul broke forth into
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blessing amI praise. Our dear and adorable Lord never yet, in
all our somewhat lengthened pilgrimage, either disappointed or
deceived us. He has always, in His own good time and way,
fulfilled His promises, and we here place upon record before Him
and before His people our belief that He, the self-same almighty
and all-gracious One, will do the same thing again. At the
moment of writing, that precious portion has just rolled into
the mind, and we record it before the Lord with tears of joy
and gratitude, believing that verily He will be true to His
word: "rIe WILL jttifU the desire of them that few' Him: He also
WILL heal' their cry, and WIJ,L save them."
The treble" WILL" of
a covenant-keeping God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
But to return to our subject. We were to show the distinction between the Lord saying to His disciples "Come" and
" Go."
Now (as before intimated), if we turn to the sixth chapter of
this same Gospel of Mark, we find at the forty-fifth verse that
Jesus, after feeding the multitude, "straightway constrained His
disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before
unto Bethsaida, while He sent away the people." IV"e may
remark, in passing, what a proof this of the Lord's being able
to do without the help of the creature! One might naturally
have supposed that the assistance of the disciples in dispersing
such a multitude of people might have been acceptable; but no,
because Jesus was what He was-God, as well as man-He
needed no such help at the hand of the creatures He had formed.
"And when he had sent them away, He departed into a
mountain to pray." Ah! yes"Bleak mountains and thA midnight air
'Witnessed the fervour of His prayer."

Had he, then, forgotten ilis poor disciples? Verily not, as the
sequel will show.
•, And when even was come, the ship was in the mid;;t of
the sea, and He alone on the land." What a contrast! They
on the sea, He on the land! They in company, He alone;
and yet not alone, for He sought both time and place that He
might commune with His Father and their Father-with His
God and their God! And without doubt He bore them on Hig,
loving heart, and spake of them at that very juncture to His
Father; for it was love prompted Him to do as He had done,
in sending them before Him on the sea, that they. might go to
the other side; but, on their way thither, they were to learn
some blessed and most invaluable lessons.
"And lie saw them toiling in rowing, for the wind was contrary unto them." Yes, He saw them, ~lthough "the ship was
in tho midst of the sea." He saw them, although they could
not see Him. The waves were no obstacle in His way, what-
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ever they might have been to His disciples; neither was the
darkness any impediment to Him, for "the darkness and the
light are both alike to Him." To Him "the night shineth as
the day."
Poor tried and troubled reader, "walking in darkness and
having no light," be it yours to consider this. Jesus knew as
much about His disciples, and what their fears and misgivings,
'v.~ilst they were ".toiling in rowing," as though He were verily
wIth them in the ship. Although" the wind was contrary unto
them," it was not so to Him, but it was blowing from the
quarter which He had appointed and ordained, for "He holdeth
the winds in His fists, and He measureth the waters in the hollow
of His hand," Hence there is nothing adverse or contrary to
Him, for He "worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will." "lie doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His
hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?"
"And about the fourth watch of the night He cometh unto
'chem, walking' upon the sea, and would have passed by them."
First, observe when He came: it was" about the fourth watch
·of the night "-it was tmew,ds ?Jwl·!U'ng. Ah! beloved, "rowing
as'ainst wind and tide," as well as "weeping," may" endure for a
JUght, but [blessed be God!] joy cometh in the morning." Oh,
the morning! the morning! The Lord be praised for the morning!
In their memorable and most el'entful voyage, as gi>en in the
twenty-seventh of Acts, Paul and his companions" wished for the
day."
Reader, do you know anything spiritually, as well as temporally,
oDf what it is to "watch for the morning"? And do you know
'what it is, in rich and blessed experience, for the Lord Himself
to "turn the shadow of death into the morning"? Oh, what a
.precious declaration is that: "And He shall be as the light of
the m.orning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds."
·Oh, for the dawning of that bright and blessed "morning with-out clouds"! Reader, don't you long for it? There is too a
-precious portion: "0 Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited
for Thee; be Thou their ann every lMrning" (Isaiah xxxiii. 2).
(Have Thine almighty arm in readiness for me, Thy poor, weak,
frail, timid, and helpless one, to lean upon morning by morning
and day by day); and be Thou" our salvation also in the time of
trouble."
Secondly. " He cometh unto them walking upon the sea "-upon
the very element that had been the cause to them of so much
both of trouble and terror. Hence we learn how trials and afflictions and enemies are all subordinate to J ehomh's will. They are
all His servants. He has both control and command. They must
obey Him. Beyond His will they cannot possibly go. Oontrary
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to His directions they can by no means venture. Therefore it IS
the very height of folly for us, poor, finite creatures, to look to
or contend with second causes, or fall out with mere men or
means.
Thirdly. He" would have passed by them." That is, it appeared so. He seemed to take no notic3 of, or show any regard for,
His poor affrighted disciples. But was it so? Assuredly not.
All He did was for a loving and a gracious purpose.
"But when they saw Him walking upon the sea, they supposed
it had been a spirit, and cried out: for they all saw Him, and were
troubled." So there were poor, llervous, and timid ones in the
disciples' day, dear reader, as well as in our day. But mark, "they
s,ll saw Him, and were troubled." What! troubled at a sight of
Christ? Yes, because, in a certain sense, He did as an eminent
type of Himself long before had done: "And J oseph saw his
brethren, and he knew them, but m~tde himself strange unto
them." Moreover, at a later period, and just as he was in the
act of making himself known unto his brethren, we read that
" they were troubled at his presence." But there is a more astounding fact left upon record with regard to this fear upon the part
of the disciples. It is that, after all they had p3rsonally witnessed
of Jesus, in His personal acts and gracious words; after they had
seen such a confirmation of Old Testament prophecies and the fulfilment of His own personal testimonies; yea, after they had heard
()f His having been seen by Mary Magdalene and some of their
brother disciples, after His resurrection from the dead, we read,
"And as they thus spake, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you." Now, mark,
(lear reader: "But the!! 'Uwe terrified alld (rffrighted, and supposed
that they had seen (t spirit." Moreoyer, see what Jesus had to do
in order to quell their fears, and reassure them as to who He
was. "And He said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold 1I1!J hands and
My feet, that it 1'S I My.~e{l: halldle Me, an(l see: for
not flesh and vanes, as ye see JIe have."

(t

spirit hath

Now, it does seem a dreadful thing to be in doubt fmd fear,
and to be the subject of so much misgiving, at the very time the
Lord is dealing so lovingly and tenderly; but such is the frailty
of our poor nature, such the helplessness of our fallen condition,
and such the character of unbelief.
We have no wish for a moment to make light of these things,
much less to offer an excuse for them. "With the facts, however,
before us, to which we have just adverted, we do think the timidity
and hesitation-the doubts and fears-of the Lord's people now, in
regard to His leadings and dealings, as He conducts them through
strange and critical and complicated paths, may easily be accounted
for.
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But observe, dear reader, what followed the fear and the dread,
wi.th respect to the disciples on the sea: "And immediately He
talked with them, and saith uuto them, Be of good cheer: it is I;
be not afraid. And He went up unto them into the ship; and the
wind ceased; and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond
measure, and wondered."
And well they might; and have you not done the same, dear
reader, again and again, when the Lord has been graciously pleased
to appear in the" self-same merciful and marvellous way, with His
" Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid i" stilling the tempest and
hushing the storm? Oh, that wonderful "It is I !" Depend upon
it, beloved, not merely as we step over the threshold of a new and
altogether untrodden year, but even in the near approach aud in the
very article of death, if so be the self-same almighty and 0.11gracious and all-lovely One is but pleased to let us hear the" IT IS
I !" we shall be divested of every shadow of fear, even in the chilly
waters of the Jordan. Personally (adored be His name!) we ha,e
heard this "IT IS I!" again and again and again amid the
chequered scenes of the wilderness. We are now anticipating the
sound of the self-same "IT IS I!" in the so-called river of
death.
Whilst in the act of writing this article, a dear friend has sent us
the annexed lines. We have on previous occasions quoted lines from
the same talented writer. As being so appropriate to our subject, and
bearing upon the dawning of the new and altogether unforeseen year
of 1880, we gladly give a place to the lines in question"FEAR NOT;

FOR I AM WITH THEE." *
(ISAIAH

xliii. 5.)

"FEAR NOT!" oh, words of loving
cheer
To herald in the stranger year;
We tremble 'midst its opening light,
But Jesus speaks, and all is bri~ht.

Oh, peaceful thought!
Oh, happy
rest!
To walk with Jesus and be blest;
To feel Him near when tempests roll,
And have His sunshine in the soul.

He speaks, and promises to guide
The souls who in His love confide;
He knows each step, the future lies
All open to His watchful eyes.

Ah! Jesus, Master, may we meet
Life's changes resting at Thy feet;
With sweet content to do Thy "Will,
To work, to suffer, or be still.

Stoke Bishop.

Then, Saviour, when ~e pass away
From changing years to endless day,
Be still our Guide, and let us hear
Those words of comfort-" Do not fear."
ELIZ. Ana:>

GODI'TI.

We now return to the contemplation of the disciples as placed
in a very different position to that under the circumstances we·
have been considering. Then, as we have seen, they were com'* W. Mack, 38, Park Street, Bristol. Book Society, 28, Paternoster Row, London.
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mandod to .10; they were sent forward; they had to go in
advanoe of their blessed Lord and 1\1:aster. This entailed upon
them a certain loneliness and desolation.
Ah! dear reader, how often have we-we had well-nigh said
-adm,ired that bold and blessed saying of Moses, in reply to the
Lord J ehovah's assurance, "My presence shall go with thee, and
I will give tbee rest," "If Thy presence go not with me, carry
us not up hence." Equally have we admired the self-distrust
and hesitation of Gideon, about going forth upon his eventful
mission without proof upon proof and token upon token of the
Lord's presence and power. This given, both Moses and Gideon
were bold and courageous enough afterwards. Not the semblance·
of yielding or drawing back was there upon the part of either;
and so is it with all the Lord's servants, sooner or later, when He
leads and guides in this or that path, and pledges His word as
to His presence and the putting forth of His almighty power
on behalf of His called and commissioned ones.
But now observe, first, the time here given: "And the same
day, when the even was come, He saith unto them, Let us pass
over unto the other side." The Lord, you see, chose to waif;
untit the e'Cening." Night was approaching, and with it its darkness, its dreariness and desolation. We know not how it is with.
you, dear reader, but we know one with whom, among the many
attractions of heaven, is that "there is no night there."
"Thou makest darkness," saith the Psalmist, "and it is night.
wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth." "I am made
to possess months of vanity," said Job, "and wearisome nights are
appointed to me. When. I lie down, I say, When shall I arise.
and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro."
Again, as expressive of the lengthy and anxious character of the
night-season, the Psalmist exclaims: "I wait for the Lord, my
soul doth wait, and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for
the Lord more than they that watch for the morning; I say,
more than they that watch for the morning."
Now, be it observed, that it was "when the even was come,"
-at nightfall-that Jesus said to His disciples, "Let us pass
over unto the other side." The Lord well knew what was about to
overtake them. The after-scenes were all present to His omniscient view, even as though they were at that moment plain
matter of fact. He knew that the time, as well as the st01'1n
itself, would prove the severer test to His disciples' faith; but He
Imew likewise that these combined circumstances would only give
wider scope for the display of His almighty power, and thetender sympathies of His loving heart.
But, dear reader, in all that was about to befall the disciples,
be it ours to keep prominently before us the "T.:'S" as presented
in the words, "Let us pass over unto the othe~ side;" and do
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mark this, that, in proportion as the disciples considered who the
Speaker was, they might feel assured of the accomplishment of
His loving design and gracious purpose. In so far as they contemplated who Jesus was, as thus speaking, would they be certain
of arriving at the other side, because He, the almighty and
omnipotent One, could not suffer defeat. Disappointment or frustration never befell Him! Now every child of God realizing
his call to this or that work by the self-same almighty One,
may take courage upon precisely the same grounds. " Faithful
is He that calleth you, who also will do it."
Well, we find that" there arose a great storm of wind, and the
waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And He was
in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow." 'l'his fact is
mentioned as though it were a luxury which rarely fell to the lot
of Jesus! Moreoyel., it is the only time we read of His taking
of rest in sleep. We read of His passing a "hole night in
prayer to His Father; but oh, how little do we hear of rest or
repose in regard to the Man of Sorrows, during all His sojourn
here upon earth, whilst accomplishing the work the Father had
given Him to do! The Lord's sleeping, under the circumstances,
may give a key to His leadings and dealings with respect to His
l]eople. Could He have been either ignorant as to what was about
to happen, or indifferent as to the position in which His disciples
were to be placed? By no means. ~either can He be unaware
of, or heedless with respect to, any condition or circumstances in
which any of His loved followers can be found. In the case of
His disciples, and so in the eyery case of all His people, the
minutim of the entirety of their lives is appointed, regulated, and
controlled by Him!
vVe read of the disciples, "And they a"ake Him, and say
unto Him, Master, carest Thou not that we perish?" A peensh,
fi:etful mode of address, to say the least. Ah! reader, does not
this apply to ourselves, in ten thousand instances, and almost in an
infinite variety of ways? So doubting and fearing; so ready to
arrive at our harsh and unhappy conclusions. So little confidence in
()Ul' best Friend.
The disciples might well have argued under the
<Jircumstances, "Well, there is somethin g special here. We came
not of our own choice, nor of our own will. We came atour
Master's bidding, and, moreover, we have our Master here. We are
only part and parcel of the us!" So they might have reasonably
argued; but no, this was too high and too Scriptural ground for
poor human nature to take. 'rhey looked at the raging of the
waves, and they listened to the roaring of the winds, and forgot
Who was with them. And, reader, don't tee do the same? We
form members of the "us" even as did the disciples. Yea, verily,
and Jesus hath as much said concerning us as He did with
regard to them, ., Let us pass over to the other side." The

"-

/

11

Tlte Gospel Magaz£ne.

.--

other side of the affiiction-the other side of the temptation-the
other side of the conflict-the other side of the week, the month,
the year-the other side of the wilderness-the other side of the
Jordan!
Well, therefore, may we exclaim, as we step over the threshold
of the altogether new and equally altogether unseen and untrodden
year eighteen hundred and eighty, seeing that Thou art with lIS. "Cheerful where'er Thy hand shall lead
The darkest paths we'll tread;
And cheerful quit these mortal shores,
To mingle with the dead."

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Dec., 1879.

THE EDITOR.

" I HAVE CHOSEN THEE IN THE FURNACE OF
AFFLICTION. "
YES, 'tis Thy will-unerring, wise;
And Thou, methinks, dost say,
" To prove thy love and faithfulness
Thy joys I take away.

Clasp me to Thine own tender breast,
~-\..nd mercy's story tell ;
Then will my spirit have sweet rest,
And I shall love Thee well.

"But not in anger, not caprice,
Do I thy plans uproot;
The branches of the Vine I prune
That they may yield more fruit.

I could not-weary and aloneThis suffering pathway take;
But, with Thy gracious presence shown,
I'll bear it for Thy sake.

" Though in the furnace, I am by
To watch with utmost care;
The gold to purge and purify,
And stamp M.ine image there.

With Thine own hand present the cup
Thou hast prepared for me ;
And, leaning, I will drink it up,
The sweetest that can be !

"I have thine hand, thou need'st not
fear
Upon the flame to tread;
·Wilt thou not suffer for M.e here
If I sustain thy head? "

Blest Lord! it is Thy precious love
Which lightens every care;
Which sheds bright sunshine on the
path
Of sorrow everywhere;

Ah! yes, dear Lord, if Thy strong arm
Be round about me cast,
I will not fear the flood nor flame,
For Thou wilt hold me fast.

Which measures every drop of woe;
The art, the cure, divine;
Oh, well may all my bosom glow,
If Love and heaven be mine!

Cardiff.

J. P. C.

SOUL DEJECTION.-Seasons III which wo experience darkness of
mind and depression of soul are necessary. They form the analogy
between us and those who through tribulation are gone te> heaven;
they render us fit subjects for the illuminating and refreshing grace of
Christ; they add a higher relish to the renewed enjoyment, to the
light and liberty of the Gospel; and they seem to prepare us for that
world where "the Lord shall be our everlasting light, and our God
our glory."
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OFFERS OF MERCY UNSCRIPTURAL A~D Ui\SATISFACTORY
-GOD'S GIFTS PRECIOUS, AND SUITABLE ,TO HELPLESS
SINNERS.
"God shall send forth His mercy cmcl His trllth."-PSAU[ h-ii. 3.
,VE love to begin with a "God shall." ,Ve are safe here. For one, we
are never tired of standing upon the old rock of di\-ine soYereignty,
viewing from it the depths of His mercy and truth. Ho'.\" different is
the shifting sand of free-will! Upon such a Etanding I Ehould never
know where I am; but, thanks be to God, He has long since delinred
me from that "slippery place," and set my feet upon the rock of His
invulnerable decrees and covenant verities. ,Yhy, free-will makes out
that God does all He possibly can to Eave men, but they do not attend
to Eis offers of mercy-

.--

" That all mankind He fain would save,
But longs for what He cannot have;
Industrious thus to sound abroad
A disappointed, changing God."

" 0 my soul, come not thou into their secret." "It is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy;" and
"He shall send forth His mercy and His truth." The spirit of freewill is, our arm helped God to save us. Free grace re[llizes that "His
arm alone bringeth salvation."
But, apart from free-will, really what terrible views there are abroad
relative to salvation! "You know," said an aged mall to us a few
days ago, "if we have done our best in this ,\-orld, 'we may reasonably
expect happiness in the next." ,Vbat a doctrine! ,Yhat a posi ion r
What a rope of sand! "If we have done our best"! Alas I for
that" best"! I cry, "Hide it! hide it! I am ashamed of it J Away
with it! It is only as filthy rags, or something worse."
But, in the present day, the most acceptable style of things in
the so-called religious world is an attempt at a marriage union
between free-will and free grace. The precious doctrines of grace, of
covenant love and mercy, are so unmistakably laid down in the Scriptures, that Bible readers cannot get out of it. They meet such at eY8ry
turn and corner, but in heart disliking such doctrines, they turn to
what they term" the human side of salvation." Oh, dear reader, my
human side of this momentous matter is, that I am a poor, undone,
guilty sinner, and, if saved at all, it is entirely of sOYereign grace and
mercy. But not so with the preachers of the day. It is with them,
"God offers mercy, and it is fur yon to accept it. He is 'vaiting to be
gracious-lunging, with open arms, to embrace you. It only rests "With
you to close with Him, and all will be well." How false is all this
stuff, and yet how glibly it goes down!
Note, dear reader, the words of dear Toplady, for they contain our
creed and comfort: "God's everlasting love to His chosen people, His
eternal, particular, most free, and immutable choice of them in Christ

--
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Jesus, was without the least respect to any work or works of righteousness wrought in them or by them, for God's election does not depend
upon our sanctification, but our sanctification depends upon God's
election and appointment of us to everlasting life." Oh, these doctrines
are to my soul as a vintage of divine consolation, and, God helping me,
while He spares my life, and guides me into them by the Spirit of
truth, I will set them forth, to the praise and glory of His dear namE<.
But, dear reader, this is not to be done without the cross, the contempt,
the frown, the scorn; for, depend upon it, the weight of opposition
will always fall heaviest upon those who preach or write the truest j
therefore, we need your prayers that we may be kept faithful, and not
" shun to declare the whole counsel of God, 'whether men will hear, or
whether they will forbear."
Now, as far as I know, there is no such a term as "offers of mercy"
in the Bible-indeed, I cannot learn that God offers anything in connection with salvation at all. He gives all, and this is the thought of
our heart at this time, that everything that makes up that word
" salvation" and its personal realization within is a matter of gift by Go{l;
and we propose to analyze in some measure this precious word and
work, and see if it is not so.
With regard to the great work of salvation itself, this is entirely of
God. Hence it is called, "the sa.l1;ntion of GO{Z" (Psa. 1. 23); and the
word seems to comprise to our mind design, depths, doings, and Deity.
Design. Yes, the great work of salvation is a matter of grand ancl
glorious purpose and design, and the wondrous scheme of grace was
planned by the eternal Three before the world was made. Of this there
is abunG.ant evidence in the IVoreI.
Depths. Ah! who can fathom them-the depths of Jehovah's mind
and will, as well as the depths of His love to His chosen ones 1
Doings. Ah! if we want an exhibition of "doings" worthy of the
name, let ns look to the redemption work of the Lorcl Jesus Christ for
His Church and people. Think of His life of suffering; think of
Gethsemane, of the cry of our Surety, "Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me!" and, beyond all, of Calvary. Trace these things
out, and you haye "doings" beyond compare.
Deity" My Father's everlasting love,
My Saviour's precious name,
My Teacher's unction from above,
Let all the Church proclaim."

Such views of the work of salvation make it a matter far out of the
reach of man to put finger to it, and too great a work for God to
offer to man, to reject or accept according to his whim or fancy.
IVell, it is the realization of this salvation that we now want to refer
to, showing that all is a matter of gift; and first and foremost will
come in here that precious gift, the gift of the Holy Ghost, without whose
power nothing whatever of a divine character can be realized. SimolJ
thought this hallowed gift could be purchased with money: "But Peter
said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought
that the gift of God may be purchased with money." Peter, you see,
calls the Holy Ghost "the gift of God." Precious, precious gift! I
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really feel that, but for His aid and power, I should lay down the pen
in despair, for I should not have a spiritual thought in and of myself.
And then, in the manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit, as
realized by a vessel of mercy, all is of grace, which again is God's gift,
for it is written, "By grace are ye saved: and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of Goel." "He will give [not offer] grace and glory"Jehovah's free and loving favonr to the people of His choice. And it
is worthy of note that, while the word" gmce" appears something like
one hundred and thirty times in the Bible, in no case is it said to be
"offered." 'Ve are told again and again that the Lord giveth it; that
it is bestowed upon His people; that they are called by it and justified
by it ; that forgiveness is granted unto them according to the riches of
it; that they are made partakers of it, are heirs of it, and tha it is by
grace they are saved. The same "'ith the word "macy," ,,·hich occurs
upwards of two hundred and fifty times in the Bible, but in no case is
it said to be proffered or "offered." So also "ith the "ord " sa. ration,"
which occurs upwards of one hundred and seventy times in the Bible,
but not in a single case is it said to be "offered." 'Ye are told, the
Lord wrought it, that He hath made it known, that He giveth it, that
He hath appointed His children to obtain it, .hath chosen them unto
it, and clothed them in it; but not a word about offering salvation to
them if they will but accept it. David says he has longed for it, hoped
for it, and fainted for it; but not once that it was offered to him, and
he accepted it, simply because it never was offered to him or to anyone
else. He giveth grace to the humble, sends forth His mercy and truth,
and His arm hringeth salvation. All then is a matter of ~/iJt, which
brings glory to the Giver.
But a step further. In order to the reali:;ation of salvation. there
mnst be more than a mere conversion-a turning from one thing to
another-there must be n new creation before there can be a capacity to
enjoy anything of a spiritual character. Here again the creature, with
his self-turning and self-conversion, is nowhere. If he must have a ne"
heart, it is certain this must be a gift, and come from God. Plainly
enough does He tell ns so by Ezekiel: "I will give them one heart, and
I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the s ony hean
out of their flesh, and· will give them a heart of flesh: tllat they may
walk in My statutes, and keep Mine ordinances, and do them: and they
shall be My people, and I will be their God." Mark, a cluster of God·s
" I wills" and" they shaHs," with not a word about "if they will" in
the matter. And why 1 Ah J dear reader, because salYation is the work
of Omnipotency. In this I glory. Let those have their offered salvation
who will. Thank God for the realization of this gracious work of
omnipotent grace within! It has all been to me a matter of gift by the
Lord, unmerited and undeserved; EO, for one, ,,"e must sing, c: Ob, to
grace how great a debtor!" a song which the spirit of free-,,-ill must
alter to " Oh, to self how great a debtor!" But "lie glory in the gift of
life. Our Lord said to the woman of Samaria, "If thou kne"llest the
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink; thou
wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water,"
that is, life divine; and a man must have the Spirit of God producing
this life before he can have true faith. The Spirit does not first find
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faith in us, and then come Himself to us, but He worketh in us, which
working causeth faith to flow forth; and, indeed, He gives every grace
necessary for our growth and advancement in divine things.
But, then, to go a step further. If I am to understand divine things,
I must have divine wisdom. 'Where is it to come from? The humbling
views which the Scriptures give of human nature show us that we shall
look in vain for anything divine there-indeed, common observation
proves to us that human nature may be highly cultivated and endowed,
and yet remain as ignorant, experimentally, of the things of God as a
stock or a stone. vVhere, then, is this wisdom to come from which will
lead us to discernment and discoveries of Jesus? Solomon tells us. He
says, "For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of His mouth cometh knowledge and understanding." Here, then, comes the gift again-" the
Lord giveth." It is His imparting: "He layeth up sound wisdom for
the righteous;" and, where this wisdom is given-which must be divine
if it comes from Him-" knowledge is pleasant unto the soul." Ah!
how pleasant those precions discoveries of Jes'Us.' Some people are always
making fresh discoveries of one thing or another. Some such are
worthless; some of much value; and, when this is the case, great joy is
felt in the calculation of the fruits and effects of the discovery. But
far beyond all this are the fresh discoveries which the Christian makes
of Jesus, when, "ith joy of heart, he can say, "I never saw Him in
that light before. How precious! how beautiful! He is indeed the
'Chiefest among ten thousand' to me, 'and the altogether lovely.'"
And do you not know, dear reader, what it is to have seasons of dulness
and depression of spirits for lack of communications from and unfoldings
of Jesus ?-indeed, to be perfectly miserable because there has been for
days past no manifestation of Christ to the soul ?~and then, when He
does break in and show Himself in some endearing character, oh, the
ecstacy of soul experienced! The same with the "'IVord. vVe read and
read again-no light, no lifting up of soul. It seems as an ordinary
book .But, when the gracious ~pirit shines upon the sacred page,
unveils Jesus where He has not been before seen, such discoveries make
us perfectly joyous in the Lord! Surely in such experiences lies the
reality of true religion. It is not what I can say-it is what I have
felt of Him within.
" The shinings of His face
Beam from His loving heart;
His countenance will darkness chase,
And joy and peace impart."

But this divine wisdom, God's gift, and which leads to sweet and
precious discoveries of a Saviour, also leads to discoveries of self, so
that, while "knowledge is pleasant," knowledge also will be painful.
It is deeply humiliating to notice the words used in the Scriptures to
describe the creature-not merely such as these: "poor," "weak,"
"feeble," "helpless," but such as "vile," "filthy," "impure," "guilty
before God," &c., and they are everyone true. Now, these discoveries
of self bring us to the dust of self-abasement and 1'epentance before God
and yet we feel, such are the uprisings of creature pride and of a sort
of inward flattery that we are not so bad as many-that there are
good desires and good thoughts within-that it is impossible for even
J'
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a, genuine repentance to issue from the creature at all; for, as an old
divine puts it-

" Thy prayers and tears nor pure nor good,
But vile and loathsome seem;
Yet gain, by dipping in His blood,
Thy Husband's high esteem."

This is what we mean-our very repentance needs to be repented
of. Our very prayers and tears are not pure before God. "What is to
be done? Repentance before God is the mark of regeneration, and
always a token of a discovery of sin. Vvell, here, to our mind, comes
in Gael's gift again. The very repentance that is genuine and acceptable
to Him must be the work of the Spirit. As Peter declared to those
of the circumcision ,yho contended with him, that God gave to the
Gentiles the like gift as He did unto them who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ, the result being that "they that heard these things held
their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the
Gentiles gmnteel 1'epentance mlto life." This is the genuine repentance
we speak of. It is of God's giving or granting, and thus is lmto lifeand God's givings are so much better than our groanings" Our J esns is exalted to the highest place,
To give repentance forth, and every grace."

Now, we hold this to be a most important point, because so many
of the children of God doubt the genuineness of their repentance.
They desire to repent, but their hearts seem all the while as hard as
a stone. There is no feeling contrition before God, no tears of penitence, but a mixture of the desire with unsanctified and unholy thoughts.
Now, what is needed ? Just what we are referring to, that repentance
which is the gift of Christ, and which He is exalted to give. Oh,
when this is granted, and the Holy Spirit melts the heart and humbles
the spirit before God, accompanying the view of self with a Yiew of
the Saviour, there is no mistaking the matter then! The law humblings
are seen then to be but the prelude of grace meltings, and through
the door of hope faith sees glimpses of Jesus, and exclaims, ":i\ly
Lord and my God!"
This, then, dear reader, is, as we have said, an important matterthe distinguishing '0etween our repentance, which is not trustworthy,
and that repentance which Jesus is exalted to giye-and, if you are
tried and tempted upon this point, let the prayer go up and the 'nestling be continued for the gift of repentance sealed home by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Only let this be realised, and there will be
peace and joy. 'rVe need Christ not merely to do all the work f01' 7tS,
but all the work in us.
But a step further. In order to fully grasp these things we shall
l1eed faith. This also must come from Him. It is one of His gifts.
As the Apostle Paul says, "By grace are ye saved, through faith: and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift oj Gael;" and elsewhere, "Unto
you it is given to believe on Him." How different this to the teaching
()f the day, where so much is made to depend upon human compliances
and human doings, with a little of divine aid put in as a make-weight!
In a well-known popular religious rhyme wo are imited to-

.,
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"Come at once to J eaus ;
Come, lay thy burdens down;
He offers thee a kingdom,
.A harp, a robe, a crown."

What unscriptural assertions! The idea of God offering us a kingdom!
The Bible says, "Fear not, little flock j it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." Again, we are told He offers us "a harp."
The Bible speaks of those who have overcome and gotten the victory
through the'Lamb, of such" having the harps of God." Again, we are
told He offers "a robe."
The Bible tells us that the father said
concerning the prodigal son, "Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on him." And then, also, we are to accept "a crown" at His hands.
The Bible tells us that "Henceforth there is laid up for us a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give us at
that day."
Now, we contend again and again that faith is a spiritual act and
a spiritual gift, which cannot be exercised before there is life. Let
there be life, and its outgoings will be after Him who has given it,;
therefore it is that we would that ministers would preach what our
Lord preached to Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again j" instead of
urging people to exercise faith, which, 'while dead, they never can.
We have, however, before referred to this, and therefore will only add
that "the like precious faith of God's elect," which is God's gift to
His children, will ever be absorbed in its Giver, the God of salvation.
" E'en Jesus, whom the sacred Letters call
Faith's Object, Author, Finisher, and AllIn Him alone, not in thy act of faith,
Thy soul, believing, full salvation hath : "

for He is "the substance of things hoped for."
But, again, the wisdom referred to will cause us to see that we'
need a pmject 1'ighteousness to appear before God. "Vhere is this to
come from ~ Let the Word of Gael reply: ., The gift of righteousness
shall reign in life by One, Jesus Christ." Here we have it, then,
clearly enough, that tbe imputed righteousness of Christ is a gift; and
in that passage already referred to: "Bring forth," said the father.
"the best robe, and put it on him." It comes. then, from the Father's
wardrobe-has been treasured up for the lost son. Away, friend, with.
thy ragged righ,teousness! It is the seamless robe of Jesus' righteousness that we want to appear in before the pure and holy God j and
it has been truly said, "The gates of heaven 11y open before the'
righteousness of Christ, as certainly as the door of Lydia's heart flew
open under the hand of God's regenerating Spirit." This, then, is a
precious and desirable gift. Oh, to feel sweetly assured we are clad in
it! All will be well then.
vVell, now, dear reader, as we go on we see hO\l" above all price are
the things of salvation, and therefore must be a matter of gift from
God. Dear Toplady, in his "Caveat against Unsound Doctrine," tells
us that Zeuxis, the celebrated Grecian painter, used, towards the latter
part of his life, to give away his pictures without deigning to accept
of any pecuniary recompense. Being asked the reason, his answer was,.
CJ
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"I made presents of my pictures; they are too valuable to be purohased; they are above price." And does not God freely give us a
part in the book of life, an interest in His Son, and a title to His
kingdom ~ Nay, does He not make us a present of Himself in Christ,
because these blessings are above price-too great, too high, too
,glorious to be purchased? Yes, reader, all His gifts are above price,
and everything that pertains to our eternal salvation must be a matter
-of free gift.
But a step further, in our view of these precious gilts of God.
There is another gift which the Christian greatly covets: it is peace:
" The Lord will bless His people with peace" (Psalm :L\:ix. 11). This
word" peace" is, to our mind, one of the most precious words in the
Bible. Well, it was the last gift our blessed Lord gave His people
ere He left this earth: "Peace I leave "ith ,ou. _Iu peace I I]i~'~
nnto yon: not as the world giveth, give I un; :~u. 'Let no your
lleart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." _-ilid i is "orthy of no e
that our Lord should speak of peace just before He pa.3se oYer the
7brook Cedron, to be betrayed by Judas, and to pass tnrou",h all the
bitterness of Gethsemane and Calvary. How this brings ou the
..experimental truth that there is such a thing as the enjoyment of peace
when surrounding circumstances are in every way calculated to disturb
·it. Martin Luther said, "the sweetest song he ever heard ,vas from
a bird which had a thorn in its foot." Knowest thou, dear reader,
.-such experience-to be enduring "a thorn in the flesh," and yet to
be singing-to be under the pressure of some sorrow. and yet rej·jicing
~n Christ? If so, you know something of the gift of pe2.ce. a:::
you
.are drinking into our Lord's words, "These thing- I ha,e spok.::
to
you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the "arid ye sha I h· ye
tribulation : but be of good cheer; I have overcome the "or .., I
is only in Him that we shall gain such peace.
Then, again, with regard to 1'est-another sweet "ord: "rest in he
Lord "-" For we who have believed do enter into rest," that is, "e
rrest from creature doings as any part of salvation. ''le would no- be
indifferent to works of benevolence and charity, but they touch no
·that great work finished upon the cross by J eSllS. We would never live
loosely in the life, but loosely to the life and the things of it. \Thile
free-will says, "Do, do!" we say, upon the ground of free grace,
.H Done, done!" blessed be God.
It has been truly said, "The greatest
judgment that God in this present life could inflict upon a man is tD
leave him in the hand of his own boasted free-"ill." Thank God,
free-will is never our boast.
But, again, the believer in the hour of trial knmvs what it is
sometimes to "rest in the Lord" exp6rimentally and trustfully: "Come
unto Me," said our blessed Lord, "all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give y01.l ?"est." Ab! we are often heavy laden; but,
when He draws us into resting in Him, we seem as if we could defy
all t.he enemies by the way, and everything that would obstruct our
progres3 to the heavenly city.
Then, again, there is the entering into rest with regard to sinnot that this side of the grave we shall ever be sinless, but "e rest
in Ohrist concerning the consequences of the guilt of it; "There is
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therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
He is our precious Surety, Substitute, Friend, Elder Brother, All.
" My peace and safety lie in thisMy Creditor my Surety is;
The judgment day I dread the leas,
My Judge is made my righteousness."

We have spoken of peace and rest, but we must not forget-indeed,
never can forget-that the pilgrim's way will be one of conflict. What
with timeiil of desertion, temptation, affliction, unbelief, darkness, deadness, hardness, corruptions, sin, sorrow, lack of love, and a host of
et· ceteras, he has plenty to contend with by the way. What can he
do ~ His own strength is perfect weakness; but, blessed be Goel,
another gift from on high is in store for him in every time of need,
for his God has promised to give him strength and power to overcome.
Mark the words which convey the promise: "The God of Israel is
He that giveth strength and power unto His people. Blessed be God"
(Psalm lxviii. 35). vVell, then, beloved, never fear while the needful
strength is promised. Affliction and trial and warfare there will be,
and I would venture to affirm that there is not a single Spirit-taught
reader who reads our words who is exempt from trial, in some shape
or other; but remember, all is a matter of covenant arrangement"Your days of trial, then,
Are all ordained by heaven;
If He ,tppoints them number ten,
You ne'er shall have eleven."

vVell, then, the Lord has promised His power and strength in every
time of need. It was His hand of power that brought us out from
Satan's thraldom; it is His arm of power that will support us all
the journey through; and it is that power which will be granted unto
us to enable us to overcome all enemies by the way. " Power, Lord!
Power, Lord!" then must be the Christian's incessant cry. Ask for
this gift of strength and power from on high, and never go to the
fight in thine own strength.
" What weights of bliss their happy shoulders load,
Whose strength lies treasured in a potent God!"

The salvation we have been referring to will bring to glory. Tempesttossed, but never lost; cast down, but never cast away; on the rock,
but never off it; plenty of shortcomings, yet plenty of overcomings;
fears many, yet sometimes rejoicing; and so "the righteous shall bold
on his way," and be brought safely to his eternal home of glory! Oh,
precious and portentious word-glory! Dyer says, "Grace is glory
militant, and glory is grace triumphant; grace is glory begun, glory is
grace made perfect; grace is the first degree of glory, and glory is the
highest degree of grace." Oh, reader, what must it be to realise
glory ~
" I long to share the happiness
Of that triumphant throng
Who, basking in unceasing bliss,
Make J esu! all their Bong."

o2
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And now, dear r~ader, let me ask, have we proved the thought of
our heart to be true, namely, that everything in connection with the
salvation of the soul, bronght home to a vessel of mercy by the
manifestation of the Holy Spirit, is a matter of "gift from God" ~
We have seen how the great work itself is a matter of design, depths,
doings, and Deity; a work far uplifted beyond the caprice of the
creature to accept or reject; and that, in its realisation, there is, first,
and foremost, the work of the Holy Ghost, who is Himself called
"the gift of God," and who manifests grace divine, which grace i
also" the gift of God." Then we have traced that, where the work
of divine grace is realised, other gifts follow, such, for instance, as
eternal life, "the like precious faith of God's elect," divine wisdom,
which leads to fresh discoveries of Christ and fresh discoYeries. of self;
repentance unto life, a perfect righteousness, a joyous peace, a calm
resting in Christ, all of which gracious fruits of the Spirit's lI"ork lI"6
have shown are gifts from on high. Then, in the inevitable conflict
by the way, we have pointed to the promised strength and power
which God giveth to His people, and that a salvation such as we
have described will certainly bring its recipient to glory. Such views,
we believe, put things in their proper place, and show us how the
Churehof God is founded upon the rock of divine sovereignty, and
surrounded by the strongholds of covenant decrees; and that all that
the chosen and blood-bought members of that Church receive, they do
so from the Lord, who, in His mercy and love, gives everything that
is necessary for their entire salvation.
And are not, dear reader, these gifts precious, and suitable to one
who is constantly feeling his or her helplessness? I am sure, sometimes, the least feeling of indisposition of the body seems to take
away all sense of religion, or something that crosses our pathway robs
us of all our joy. Frames and feelings, therefore, cannot be depended
upon; but, when we look to God's gifts, mercifully bestowed, there is
something I can trust in-something beyond and above my waverings
and wanderings, my sinkings and faintings.
One thought more, &nd we will close our meditation. AJI the gift.,>
referred to are summed up in the one gift of the Father-a precious
Christ; as He declared, "I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness,
and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and give Thee for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;" and, again, "Behold,
I have given Him for a Witness to the people, a Leader and Commander to the people;" which fact was substantiated by our Lord
Himself, who said to His disciples, "Moses gave you 'not that bread
from heaven: but My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.
For the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and
giveth life unto the world." Jesus, then, was the Father's gift from
heaven, and, having accomplished all for the redemption of His people,
ascended on high, led captivity captive, received gifts for men, yea"
even for the rebellious; and these precious gifts, flowing from His,
fuJness, make up all that is necessary for our complete salvation.
With such feelings, Christ must be "All and in all;" and my doctrine,
which I believe is the doctrine of the Bible, is conveyed to us in an
old couplet having reference to sinner and Saviour-

1-
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" Mercy can never purchased be,
Yet every mercy purchased He."

And I am sure making Jesus all honours and glorifies His name, as
well as bringing comfort to the unworthy recipient, As good old
Ralph Erskine truthfully puts it" So all my burdens may in Him be eased;
The justice I offended He has pleased;
The bliss that I have forfeit He procured;
The curse that I deserved He endured;
The law that I have broken He obeyed;
The debt that I contracted He has paid;
And, though a match unfit for Him I be,
I find Him every way most fit for me,"

This is what I call grasping at Jesus as "All and in all;" and,
the more we uuderstand and realise this truth, the greater will be
()ur peace and joy, and the more we shall find that everything that
pertains to our salvation is a matter of gift.

G. C.

Burton-on-Trent.
IN MEMORIAM.

(Mr. CoveU's last text was, " Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meseeh, that I dwell in the
tents of Kedar" (Psa. en:. 5). His last words were, "Hallelujah! Hallelujah! "1
F ought ill the fight! His work at length is done!
Rests he in peace. The victory now is won.
A rrived in heaven, where he so longed to be,
Now, face to face, his Saviour does he see.
Calmly he met the direful King of Dread;
I n strains triumphant, on his dying bed,
Sang " Hallelujah! " then his spirit fled.
Called, called from earth! No longer he complains
Of" Mesech's" dreary land, its woes and pains.
V anished at length the "tents of Kedar" are;
Eternal joy succeeds to constant war.
Long was his "sojourn" here. His toils all pastL o! in his heavenly home he rests at last.

E. C.

Sleaford.

~at'gtuorh

fox l880.

"WE LOOK FOR THE SAVIOUR."
(PHIL. iii. 20.)

If we are accepted in Him (Eph. i. 6),
And are obedient to Him (1. Pet. i. 14),
We shall gladly look fO?' Him (2 Tim. iv. 8),
And reign for ever with Him (2 Tim. ii. 12).
Emmanuel, Bristol.
R. CORNALL.
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THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER.

"Them that honour 111e I will honour, and the?! that despise J.lle shall
be lightly esteemed." -1 SA:'\IUEL ii. 30.

'-

" Loved while on earth! nor less belov'd, though gone!
Think not I envy you your crown:
No! if I could, I would not call you down !
Though slower is my pace,
To you I'll follow on,
;Leaning on Jesus all the way;
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His tllJ:one."-Toplady.

"In the last stage of weakness-pelject peace."

These "Were the
words on the label attached to the bell of Widcombe Villa, the
residence of the Rev. S. A. ,VALKER, on the morning of the 27th
November. As I read them, I could but be reminded of what
had been my prayerful desire on behalf of my dear friend during
his illness. He had for very many years ministered in the boldest
and most fearless and outspoken way for his Lord and :Master.
He had "sown beside all waters," utterly regardless of the opinions
of men. Now, my prayer was that, in his weakness and prostration, and in the total suspension of that energy and activity
for which he had so long been proverbial, he might testify to
divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency, in connection with the passiveness and physical powerlessness of he silent chamber and the
bed of suffering. None know but those who have personally
proved what iuch a position is, and how great the grace that is
needed, under such circumstances, to render the afflicted one
patient and submissive.
Taking into account the fact that, for some thirty years, Mr.
WALKER had scarcely, if ever, been laid aside by even a day'
illness, the passive and placid surrender to the will of his Lord
and Master was a new and by no means easy lesson to learn
Hence doubtless many, in common with myself, had pleaded on
his behalf, that he might experience the sweetness and the power
of that precious word, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
It was said of the late beloved Bishop of Cashel, that he was
a man of one text,. in other words, that whatever portion of God's
blessed \Vord he preached from, he was sure to bring out of it
justification by faith. Now, in going to the house of dear Mr.
WALKER this morning, I said to a mutual friend that he had been
a man of one text-that text, "and preached unto him JESUS."
JESUS was his Object and subject, at all times and under all
circumstances. I can unhesitatingly say that I never heard the
name of Jesus more frequently pronounced by human lips-if so

/
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much so-as by dear Mr. VVALKER. His one
of, and to lead others to, his blessed Lord
was familiar with his prayers can ever forget
the express desire for "His coming kingdom

end
and
how
and
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and aim was to talk
Master! Who that;
he closed them with.
glory" ~

.
Sat1l1'Clay Even'ing, Nov. 29.
How mysterious are the ways of the Lord! The reply to my
messenger's inquiry last night as to the state of my dear brother
was, "that flvery breath was expected to be his last," yet, to my
perfect surprise, I found this morning that his ransomed spirit
was still imprisoned in its clay tabernacle, instead of being, as I
expected, "present with the Lord." Another dear brother in Christ,
and an honoured labourer in the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts (dear
Mr. COVELL) has outstripped him. Taken ill last, but called homefirst! As the long-glorified DAVID DENHAU once said, whilst preaching,.
" No Saturday nights there! No Saturday nights ~ No, no Saturday
nights! - No M'lnday mornings there! No Monday mornings ~ No,_
no Monday mornings!" No, this is a thing of the past with both the
one and the other j and soon-very soon, if not at this moment-it.
will b'O) the case with the beloved Mr. WALKER. The preachds
Saturday's travail of soul and his Monday's prostration of body will be
neither felt nor feared. This, together with the veriest shade of darkness.
or doubt, temptation or trial, will be ail-ail-of the past, never in
the leastwise, or in the very slightest measure' or degree, to be re-encountered.
Oh, how astounding it seems to me, as I write, to think that so·
short a time ago this dear brother who is now in the Jordan, or has.
just passed through it, sat here in this study, conversing (weak and
frail as he was) with his wonted calmness. A smile lit up his.
countenance. Both look and words bespoke-sUB:\IISSlON! Practically
it was, "Here am I, Lord j do with me as seemeth Thee good." And,.
from all I have heard, this has been the prevailing tone of his mind
throughout his subsequent illness-a beautiful illustration of that precious
portion before named, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose"
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." Oh, for more of
that simple trust for oneself! Ob, to be enabled by the sweet anointing
of the Holy Ghost, and the infusion of His strength, to say, "I win
trust, and not be afmid j" and, "What time I am afraid I will trust in
Thee" ! Oh, vouchsafe this blessing-this sacred and distinguishing
privilege-oh, Thou blessed anll eternal Spirit!
Monday ~Morning, Dec. 1.
Whilst waiting yesterday afternoon for my messenger's return from
Clifton, and when just about to take up my pen to comment upon
the Lord's wondrous dealings in the detention of some of His loved
people in the waters of Jordan, two dear friends (the Rev. JA:MES
Or.,lIIISTON and Mr. JAlIlES INSKIP) walked into my study. From them
I for the first time learned that our dear brother had passed most
calmly and peacefully away at 2.45 thu,t morning. I understand that
during the greater part of two days and nights he had laid in a state
of unconsciousness, but from his look, the day before his departure,
Mr. INSKIP thought he recognised him. At the last, he quietly laid
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his hand across his breast, and, like an infant
sweetly fell asleep! Yes (blessed be God!)-

III

its mother's arms

" He sleeps in Jesus, and is blest;
How sweet his slumbers are!
From suffering and from sin released,
.And every hurtful snare."

I should have been very glad had I had the opportunity of giving
my readers the dying testimony of my dear brother, as expressed by
bis own lips; but the directions of his medical attendant, namely, that
he should be kept perfectly quiet, were so literally carried out that,
although I called several times during his illness, I was never allowed
the privilege of seeing him even for a moment. I confess I felt this,
for when, twelve years ago, I was as I thought in dying circumstances, I was only too glad to see my now departed brother, and to
give to him, as I then thought, my dying testimony as to my conudence in those truths I had but too imperfectly proclaimed. I am a
most decided advocate for a doctor's injunctions being strictly adhered
to; but, when a patient's condition is regarded as hopeless (as was the
case with dear Mr. WALKER), I do think it a subject for regret that
<>pportunities are not afforded for receiving their last and dying testimonies for God and truth.
By the foregoing remarks I have no intention whatever of attach·
ing blame to those by whom the sufferer was surrounded. What they
did, I am sure, was done from a profound desire to adopt most scrupulously every means within their power to prolong the life of
their beloved patient. In proof of this care (as I am informed),
Mr. WALKER'S own and only brother (who had come from a distance, and who, for the time being, was residing in the house)
was only allowed a few minutes' interview "ith the sick one ea.ch
day. The contemplation of the closing up of the career of many of
the servants of the Most High, as given in their biographies, will
confirm what I have said in regard to dying testimonies. Take, for
-example, one out of the many that might be given, that of the late
beloved JOHN TARR. His messages from the sick and d}ing bed can
never be forgotten by tbose who had the privilege to listen to and be
the bearers of them.
How well do I remember the occasion of my visit to the sick and dying
bed of that beloved servant of the Most High, and bow I wished then,
as I have numberless times in similar circumstances, for the ability to
write short,hand, in order that I might at once note down the dying
testimony of the godly. When dear TARR happened to catch sight of
my little note-book, he said he had forgotten I was an Editor. I besought
him not to mind, but to allow me to take down his last words for
God and truth, that they might go forth in the face of a gainsaying
world. After a moment's consideration he consented, and then dictated
what I should say. And how have those self-same words been since
blessed far and wide! Again, in the case of my own dear brother,
how has the scene presented in his dying chamber (as afterwards.
recorded in this Magazine) been a source of encouragement to hundreds,
if not thousands.
.
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I admit that I may feel and speak strongly upon this point; but, if I
know my own heart, I do so because I feel, I trust, a godly jealousy
for my Lord and Master. I know only too well how His power and
His faithfulness are called in question. \\Then the weakness and
infirmity, the doubts and misgivings, of His dear people are magnified
by the world-yea, and brought forward as proofs and objections
against the power and operations of divine grace-I delight to have
evidence and demonstration of what that grace, through the power and
operation of - the Spirit of all grace, can do, notwithstanding the
recipients of it be but poor earthen vessels-mere worms of the earth
-when such are brought to the last extremity-to the great crisis;
when such are called to pass down into the Jordan, and per;:;onally to
meet the so-called king of terrors with a smile, and enter upon an
opening eternity, with all its tremendous realities, in perfect fearlessness,
calmness, and self-possession. I repeat that I love to be the privileged
bearer of such tidings from the sick and dying chamber to the Lord's
dear children, and in the face of all the scepticism and infidelity of a
Christ-despising and God-dishonouring world. Certain I am, moreover,
that the Lord's suffering and departing ones should be anxious thus
to add their testimony to the great cloud of witnesses, in proof of the
love, the all-sufficiency, the faithfulness of an ever-gracious God and
Father in Christ.
Under the circumstances, however, to which I have referred in
reference to Mr. 'WALKER, I begged those who were in the habit of
sitting by his bed-side to note down and to treasure up his remarks.
\Vhether this was done or not, I am not as yet prepared to say.
If my request were complied with, and sueh a sacred record is
entrusted to my hands, I shall only be too happy and thankful to
let my readers share the benefit with myself.
In reference to my last interview with my dear brother, mentioned
in the December number-namely, on the 27th October-just five weeks
before his departure-so little did either of us think his end was near
that, as he complained of 'weariness whilst standing in preaching, I had
suggested provision being made in his pulpit for his sitting. This proposal was to be carried out. .1:oreover, at that interview, so fully did
we both expect that he would continue his pulpit-labours, that it was
upon his promising to remain at home on the vVednesday, as that
was on the Monday, I engaged to take the service. The Sunday
following was left an open question. A message, however, came
through his churchwarden during the week to say that, if I would
take the morning service, and our mutual friend, the Rev. RICHARD
CORNALL, that of the evening, on the Sunday, he would remain at home.
I mention these simple facts to show how little our brother thought
his ,labours were so nearly ended, and, at the same time, to prove how
deep his interest in the work that continued. to lay so near his heart.
I was afterwards informed that, calm and peaceful as his mind had
been kept all the week, when the Sabbath came, and he was deprived
of the ministrations in which he had so uninterruptedly engaged for
thirty years, he became somewhat low and depressed; but from this,
as I am informed, he rallied, upon being reminded of how little, if
ever, his engagements had been interrupted.
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Of his untiring zeal and energy I may state in proof that, some
five-and-twenty years ago, when speaking of Mr. 'WALKER, our mutual
friend (the beloved Captain KNOCKER) told me that, after three full
services at Dover, he would regret that he had not to engage in
another. 'Vhen we take into consideration that these labours were
continued up to the very last, the tax ul?on his system may in
some degree be imagined.
I believe that, apart from his Sunday
services, the days were rare :in which Mr. iVALKER had not some
public work in which to take a leading part, if not the entire
engagement. It was proverbial that he never spared himself. He
was open to every call.
As I stated in our last number, his
uniform practice was never to say "N 0," if by any possibility he
could say "Yes," to any request to go here or there for his 10\'ed
Lord and Master.
East and west, north and south, would he go
upon his Master's errands. At the sallle time, he would be rarely
absent from his own pulpit on the Sunday; and his lIary-Ie-port
Sunday services would be supplemented by an out-door service on
the neighbouring Brandon Hill or Clifton Down, during the summer
months; and what these out-door services take out of a lllan, in a
physical point of view, must be proved to be known.
In fact, there is not a doubt that the beloved departed (humanly
speaking) sacrificed it may be years of useful service to a want of
husbanding his strength. UnwiBing to remain silent during what he
called a holiday, he engaged to take a Continental chaplaincy in the
autumn of the present year.
It was at this time, through the
wretched drainage for which so many towns on the Continent are
notorious, lVIr. IVALKER was seized with so seyere a sickness that even
he was obliged to succumb, and relinquish his engagement before
its completion. Although many persons, as 1I'ell as myself, had for
a year or two thought he showed signs of decay, there is not a doubt
that his Continental illness brought matters to a crisis.
Some four or five years ago, when our mutual friend and brother
(Dr. SHERLOCK) was about to return to India, he stated that 1\11'.
\VALKER did not allow himself sufficient rest and sleep. Having
resided for a time in his house, he had ample opportunity of knowing what were our fi'iend's habits. It would be twelye or one at
night before he left his study, and he would rise between SL'C and
seven o'clock in the morning.
I remember at our last interview this subject was discussed. I told
him how many years my own mind had been impressed from a twofold fact: first, in my own case, during my "first loye" (Rev. ii. 4),
I felt so dead to the world, aud so longing to go home to Jesus,
that I became indifferent to those very necessary precautions for the
due preservation of health; the consequence was that, through my
heedlessness, I took a cold, from the etfects of which I have suffered
ever since, and shall to the last. The other reason was from an incident
which I once met with in reading. A certain martyr, when about to go
to the stake, asked for his overcoat. The request excited surprise on
the part of the attendant. The memorable reply was: "Life is a
precious loan, and it behoves us to take the utmost care of it whilst
thus entrusted to us."

''<.-.
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Moreover, this I may add-and I do so upon personal experiencethe Lord will not countenance anything like presumption upon the part
of His children. Because they m~y be rooted and grounded in a knowledge of His love for and interest in them, He will not connive at
their yielding to a recklessness of spirit about their abiding their time
here, and filling the post, with all its relative duties, appointed them.
The Lord the Spirit will teach them, in His own way and by His own
significant les~ons, to submit to His authority, and say, "All the days
of my appointed time will I wait, until my change come."
A most marked and distinguishing feature in Mr. \VALKER, as a
preacher of righteousness, was his holy jealousy, as well as steadfastness and zeal, for his Lord! No man had more reason to adopt than
he the words of the Apostle, "Do I n0W persuade men, or God ~ or
do I seek to please men ~ for, if I yet pleasecl men, 1 shm~ld not be the
servant of Christ." No man had greater right than he to say, with the
same Apostle, when taking leave of the brethren at Ephesus, "I take
you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men, for
I have not shunneel to declare 7mto yon all the c01msel of Goel." 'With respect
to the declaring that counsel, it was his practice never to go to the
pulpit till the last Yerse of the hymn before the sermon was being
sung. Hence, I have reason to believe that he was pleading with his
Lord in his yestry upon his knees up to the last moment; and then,
when entering the pulpit, he would again fall upon his knees, and
was evidently in intense wrestling with the Lord, ere he rose to
deliver his message to the people. In a word, he was a man of
prayer!
Again, he was as far removed as possible from those who would
succumb to the tastes and practices of the age, or accommodate themselves, for the sake of name and fame, to the wishes of those who
say, "Prea~h unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits." He had too
deep a sense of the responsibility of his high commission, and too
keen and Scriptural a reverence for his Master's name and his Master's
cause, to pander in any measure or degree to the flesh. He looked
for his Lord's" vVell done, good and faithful servant 1" rather than for
the plaudits of his poor, frail fellow ml\ll.
As a proof of that godly jealousy of which I have spoken, I may
state that, as much as twelve or fifteen years ago, I was an eye-witness
of the following fact: Mr. IVALKER had occasion to make a formal
caU upon one who held a prominent position in Bristol.
His
own personal interests might, indirectly, have been somewhat
involved in that call. He was on hi" way through the corridors
of the building where the gentleman's offices were situated, when of a
sudden Mr. \VALKER exclaimed, "He doesn't believe in my Lord," or
words to that effect, "and I'll not go," and instantly he retraced his
steps.
There was a feature in Mr. VVALKER'S character in which he essentially differed from some who hold, as he did, what is commonly
called Calvinistic doctrine, which, in other words, is not only the
doctrine of the Bible, but of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church
of which he formed so honourable and active a member. Some there
are who hold these doctrines, and who contend for them in a bitter,
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3'Crimonious spirit. Not so Mr. 'WALKER; he was a man of too genial
~nd loving a temper for this. None who were personally acquainted
with him but must remember the warmth of his greetings and the
tenderness of his sympathies. With all his so-called "high doctrine,"
who more ready than the Rector of Mary-Ie-port to "visit the father·
less and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world" ~ If he held "high doctrine," he maintained "high
practice" likewise.
Where he w'as unpopular, he gained for himself that unpopularity
by his honest and unreserved avowal of his convictions, those convictions
being based upon the \Vord of God, for the teachings of which he was
uniformly a most determined and vigorous advocate. He was above
compromise, and hated the wretched expediency of our times. \Vho,
f'Or instance, that witnessed it, can forget the fearless manner in which
he, single-handed, rose in the presence of his bishop and before a
large number of his brother clergy, to take exception to a course to
which he could not conscientiously adhere ~ He thought that course
.compromised the truth, and hence he fearlessly, but respectfully, withheld his supp0rt.
Upon a somewhat similar occasion, he felt it incumbent upon him
to differ. The vast majority then present, as I was informed, sought
to put him down by noise and clamonr-a common practice among
the Ritualists. Mr. "TALKER appealed to his diocesan, at the same
time stating what might be expected, in proportion as they succeeded
in obtaining their ends.
Our friend's uniform cheerful bearing I attribute, instrumentally,
to the fact that he was so ceaselessly engaged in the great and good
work to which he was called. As I have already stated, there was
scarcely, if ever, a day in which he was not called to some public
service or other. Hence he realized the preciousness of that Scripture,
" He that watereth shall be watered also himself." As a rule, I believe
he enjoyed great evenness of mind. He never went down into some
()f those dark, drear depths into which some are called to pass. He
was more the watchman on the walls of Zion than an attendant upon
the Lord's prisoners of hope. He kept watch in open day and the
sunshine, rather than in the subterraneous passages with his lantern
@r his torch. But, as he paced the walls of Zion, he did so 'Ilith all
the boldness and fearlessness and courage of one thoroughly up to his
work. His whole heart and soul were engaged in it. He was armed
to the very teeth, and that with "the whole armour of God," prepared
to "wrestle not against flesh and blood" merely, "but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
'Vho wielded
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."
'" the sword of the Spirit, which is the \Vord of God," more dexterously
than did SAMUEL ABRAHA11 WALKER? and for his faith, his trust, his
simple confidence in his God, he did honour to his namesake, emphatically declared as Abraham of old was to be "the father of the faithful."
He had a fluency of speech equalled by few, and he handled the pen
of a ready writer.
I may sum up my remarks in regard to my departed brother (whom
I mourn after with no common regret) in the memorable language of

-
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the Psalmist, "And the king said unto his servants, Know ye not that
there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel?"
The annexed notice of Mr. WALKER'S death appeared in the Bristol
Times and Mirror of this morning (December 1) :DEATH OF THE REV. S. A. WALKER.
~'~

The Rev. S. A. WALKER died at 2.45 yesterday morning, at his residence,
Widcombe Vijla, Richmond Hill, Clifton. All our readers will hear with
much regret of the death of a zealous and able man who, from his stron~
convictions, and the firm and outspoken manner in which he upheld t!J.em,
must have made many polemical opponents, yet had but few, if any, personal
enemies. Mr. WALKER, as we stated some time ago, had 'been for a considerable time in failing health. He was a man who gave himself up to work
without any conslderation for ease or leisure, beginning his studies early in,
the morning and often continuing them until midnight. On one never of a
very stong constitution the effect of such arduous labours could not fail to
be felt, and it was with much anxiety his many friends, six months or so ago,
seeing his strength manifestly failing, wished him to lighten his work. His
death was caused by a complication of disorders, which, if they did not
originate in, yet were aggravated by, a severe attack of illness he had during a
visit to the Continent some time ago. 1Ifr. 'WALKER was in his seventy-first year.
He oprung from an old Irish family, and we believe came in lineal descent from
the famous GEORGE WALKER, rectorof Donaghmore, in the north of Ireland,
who had, with many of his neighbours, taken refuge in Londonderry just before
the well-known siege of that city, and was, with one or two others, the main
cause of inspiring the citizens to make that noble resistance to J ames's.
generals which ended so gloriously for the place. The bold and strong
Protestant spirit which influenced his ancestors was always present with Mr.
ALKER, and he was ever ready to devote his best services in the cause of
the Reformation.
The Rev. S. A. WALKER was born in Dublin in the year 1809, and was the·
son of a member of the Irish bar. He was formerly rector of Gallo, in
county Meath, and was subsequently minister of the English Episcopal Church
of Aberdeen. His first visit to Clifton was when the late Canon ALLEN, of
Trinity Church, Hotwells, met with a severe accident, Mr. WALKER being
appointed to officiate at that church during the canon's illness. The incumbency of St. Mary-Ie-port becoming vacant in 1857 by the resignation of the
Rev. Mr. THOMAS, Mr. 'WALKER was appointed to the living by Mr. GEORGE.
COOK, the patron. Mr.
ALKER was well known all over the country as a.
lecturer, especially on the 'Protestant side, and he also lectured on behalf
of the Irish Church at the time of the controversy that occurred just before,_
and with a view to, its disestablishment. He has written pamphlets innumerable and a great number of books, his last work of any size, which was
published anonymously, being entitled, "From the Curate to the Convent/"
The last time he preached was on the 26th October. Being very unwell
a few days previous to that date, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, thinking he oughtnot to preach whilst in so weak a state, sent him a letter offering to take·
his duties, or, at all events, send .is curate to read .for him. To this communication Mr. WALKER replied on the 25th October ;"My DEAR BROIHER,-Many thanks for your kind offer, which I will accept
so far-the assistance of your curate to read for me to-morrow evening. As.
long as the Lord permits me, I shall testify to His love in my church. It
will not perhaps be long.
Ever affectionately,
"S. A. VVALKER."
This note is published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the present month,
wherein is also a brief article respecting the deceased gentleman. From too
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latter part of the note it can be seen that Mr. WALKER must have had &
. presentiment that his labours in the cause of the Church were drawing to a
close. He preached in the morning and evening of the 26th October, his
text in the evening being "Remember Lot's wife." This was the last discourse he ever delivered.
Mr. WALKER was a member of the School Board for the last six years,
and the interest he took in the board is well known. During his illness an
almost incredible number of persons of all classes made inquiries respecting
his health, thus showing the esteem in which he was held. Mr. WALKER
leaves a widow", but no children.

J

REFLECTIONS UPON THE CHARACTER OF THE DECEASED.

Among the many lessons suggested by the removal of the late Rev.
S. A. VVALKER is the importance of a 1calk and conursation becoming
the docl1·ine that is p7"ofessed. The charge brought against those holding
what is called" high doct7·ine" i;::, that it leads to licentiousness, or to
an indifference of living; that the belief in a covenant leads to carelessness. ,Ve deny it in toto, and fearlessly assert that, where the grace of
the doctrine is implanted in t,he heart, under the ministry and power
of the Holy Ghost, there will be the fruits of the Spirit in a corresponding wholesome, reverential fear of God, and a desire to walk
self-denyingly and blamelessly before men. Where can this be more
plainly set forth than in the Epistle of Paul to Titus? Although in
that short Epistle the Apostle has, in the most emphatic manner,
declared it is "not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost: which He shed on us ab\ll1dantly
through Jesus Ohrist our Sayiour ;" the "hole bearing of the Epistle
is an exhortation in detail for the" maintaining of good "orks "-not,
however, as the procuring cause of salyation, but as the fruits and
effects of it j not as working for life, but as working from life. And in
this consists a mighty distinction.
Look again at what the same Apostle, in his Epistle to the Romans,
says upon this momentous subject, provin;, moreover, that the charges
now brought against the holders and the proclaimers of "high doctrine"
are by no means new, but as old as the Apostle's times. The sixth
chapter of Romans combats the question: "Shall we continue in sin,
that grace may abound?" in the most glorious manner, proving that
from the very nature of the new and distinctive life, its possessor
cannot connive at or live in sin. Sin is not his element, but his bane,
as he stands a new creature in Ohrist Jesus. Hence the conflict between
flesh and Spirit-the old nature and the new-as so graphically
described in the seventh chapter. In the third chapter the Apostle,
,touching upon the same subject, uses the strongest possible language.
He says: "'rVe be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we
say, Let us do evil, that good may come j whose damnation is just." How
could the Apostle have used stronger or more solemn words than these,
in order to set forth his utter horror and detestation of such reproachful objections to the necessary operations of a true perception of spiritual
things, and the sure and consequent effects of a new, distinctive, and
imperishable nature received from above a\ the second birth ? Well
. has the poet long since said-

;
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" Not with the terrors of a slave
Do they perform His will;
But with the noblest powers they have
His sweet commands fulfil."

Such would live the life of an angel if they could. Never would
they cherish an unholy thought, an unbecoming desire, or murmuring
spirit, could they avoid it. Nor do such make allowances for flaws
and failures, under the pretext of infirmity. No j they call things
by their right names, and unite with the Apostle in the honesty and
integrity of his utterance, "Vie that are in this tabernacle do groan,
being burdened." And why? Because of the sin which is inseparable
from the first Adam nature, which they are compelled to drag about
with them wherever they go, and which compels them to exclaim,
"Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body
of this death?"
Now, we repeat that one of the striking lessons set before us, in
connection with the two highly-honoured servants of God who have
just been called to their rest-that is, the Revs. S. A. WALKER and
FRANCIS CovELL-is, the esteem in which they were held for the consistency of their lives and the propriety of their conduct before a
gainsaying world. The respect paid them, when each was ahout to be
laid in the silent gra,e, proves how high they stood in the estimation
of their fellow-men.
Both were respected for their unblemished
character j and, however men in general might be opposed to their
doctrinal opinions, they could but acknowledge their honesty and fearlessness in the avowal of those opinions. There is a sense in which
the worla loves honesty. If there be one thing more than another
which the world holds in contempt, it is mere pretence or profession
in regard to the matter of religion j and so shrewd is the world that
it can readily (letect the pU1't-playing in the preacher, whose Sunday's
religion is one thing, and that of the six days in the week another.
The respect in which the lamented Mr. VVALKER was held may be
gathered from the scene at the funeral, which took place on a bitterly
cold day, with a biting north-east wind meeting the many who walked
to the cemetery full in the face the greater part of the route, as
well as in the exposlld burial-ground itself. The following is an
abridgment from the Daily Bristol Tim,cs and M'in'or of December 5,
1879 : FUNERAL OF THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER.
THE general esteem and regard in which the late Rev. S. A. WA.LKER was
held was testified on Thursday by the great attendance at the grave side
when the funeral took place. Mr.·WALKlI:R, in addition to the numerous
body of friends he gainlld dnring the time he held the position of vicar of
Mary-le-port, had, by his connection with local and other charita.ble societies,
and his conscientious and devoted efforts in places outside his own
immediate pa.rish, won respect and admiration that were entirely exceptional.
The number of persons who were present at the funeral on Thursday, in
face of the most discouraging and discomforting circumstances, was greater
than has been seQn at Arno's Vale for a very considerable time. The
cemetery was covered with a thick white frost, and a biting north-east wind,
sufficiently keen to chill those who were warmly wrapped up, proved a
source of much discomfort to all present. Taking into account these
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circumstanGes, that between four and five hundred people, at the smallest
ca1cuhttion, should have ventured to Arno's Vale says a good deal in itself.
. Amongst these were many of the poorer classes, and a large number also of
ladies, meIQ.bers of the late reverend gentleman's congregation. The funeral
procession lL{t Widcombe Villa, Richmond Hill, Clifton, at about half-past
eleven o'clock. This had been the residence of the deceased. At the bottom
of the hill several friends joined the procession, which was further augmented
at various portions of the route, whilst a great many friends were in waiting
at the cemetery. Some of the shops in the city put up shutters as a mark
of respect to ~he memory of the deceased gentleman. At various points,
too, flags were floated half-mast high, and at Clifton, Temple, St. Luke's,
and other churches a khell was tolled. The funeral procession, which reached
Arno's Vale shortly before one o'clock, was of a very lengthy character, and
was greatly extended as various parts of the route were reached. There
was a number of .private carriages, and with the occupants of these, the
mourners, the friends on foot, and the general public who had assembled at
the cemetery, the chapel was found far too small to accommodate all those
who desired admission. The coffin was covered with a black pall. It was of
light polished oak, and had a breast-plate with a simple inscription.
The chapel was inconveniently crowded. At the request of the deceased the
Rev. Dr. DOUD~EY, vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, performed the funeral
rites, and, at the conclusion of the ordinary forms, said that he had been asked
to say a few words on that eolemn occasion, and if ever he needed the supporting strength of God it was at that time. Having referred to himself as
being spared for nearly seventy years, the speaker said that some twelve years
ago he was in what was believed to be dying circumstances, and their dear
brother came to see him; so they could easily imagine what his feelings must
be when twelve years after he (Dr. DOUD:TI:Y) was called upon to perform
this sad rite. Their friend was what he was by the grace of God; and he
was a man of no ordinary stamp. God had endowed him with vast ability,
and at the same time had imbued him with the spirit that felt for poor fallen
humanity. He was taught of the Holy Ghost, and in what he was taught
there were lessons which were most uncongenial and most unpalatable to th~
natural heart of man. Man- was set forth as an altogether helpless, an
altogether hopeless, being. He was set forth as " dead in trespasses and sins,"
and in vital antagonism to God and His truth. According to the statement
of the Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, "For to be carnally minded
is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace." Regardless of the
smiles and frowns of his fellow-men, feeling he was entrusted with a sacred
mission from on high, their departed friend felt, with the Apostle Paul, " If
I preach to please men I am not the servant of Christ." Therefore, in
accordance with the words of the Master, not caring for himself as a private
individual, he sought to deny himself, taking up his cross daily and following
Him. He gave utterance to what he believed earnestly and fearlessly, bnt
at the same time most affectionately, and sought to propagate those truths
that he himself had been taught by the Holy Ghost. He knew what he had
to meet.
He knew he would have to meet the frowns of his fellow-men,
and, in an earnest desire to fulfil the duties of that sacred mission with which
he had been entrusted, he spoke much that was uncongenial and unpalatable
to many men, bu~, at the same time, whenever he could, he delivered his
testimony. He was imbued with a thorough conviction that God would carry
out His own covenant designs in His own covenant v.-ay. He (the speaker}
believed that their dear friend made it a matter of conscience to go here and
there, perpetually about his Master's bnsiness ; and he (the speaker), speaking
after the manner of men, feg that he had been called to his rest 800ner than
he otherwise would have been, because he did not take into consideration
his own personal and individual interests. He appealed to those who knew
him, and had been intimate with him: for years past, whether he had not been
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a worn-out man. And how did he wear out 1 In his own service 1 No~
blessed be God, he brought all the powers of mind and of body to bear upon
that great and glorious mission with which he had been entrusted, and he waa
highly indulged. For nearly thirty years, with scarcely the slightest interruption, Sunday after Sunday he was at his wonted post, and he (the speaker»
believed there was not a day in the week when he was not engaged, and thail
publicly, in behalf of his Master. ~1:ore than four years ago, one who hac}
resided with Mr. vVALKER in his own house-a doctor-said to him (the
speaker), "Mr. VVALKER does not allow himself sleep enough. He does not
retire to bed until twelve or one o'clock, and he is up again at six or seven.'~'
He referred to this fact because their dear friend was a living proof of the
libellous character of those charges brought against men who held dear thosesacred truths to which he had referred. The whole course and bearing of their
dear departed friend's conduct was, that he lived and laboured as though themost important and blessed results depended upon the way in which he worked
and the way in which he laboured. Need he ll.ppeal to those who knew him,
and who knew how he proclaimed those wonderful truths which he believed l'
Did he ever blend them with bitterness or acrimony 'I Was there ever a mal'1
more genial in his general bearing, or who in his prayers and exhortations
was more earnest and more affectionate? Was there ever a man upon whoselips the name of Jesus more continually dwelt, than upon those of their dear
departed friend 1 They might well say of their friend, "And he preacheil.
unto him Jesus." \Vas it not true ? Were there not those present who c)uld
confirm it 1 Jesus was his Object., and Jesus was his theme. Now he hali
gone.
Speaking after the manner of men, he could only hope that they
might follow in his steps. "He had ceased from his labours, but his workl.>
did follow him." Might God make them partakers of the self-same grace,
so that, though they might not see him again on earth, or feel the warmth;
of the grasp of his hand, or hear the genial tone of his voice, or see again the'
smile of his countenance, they might look forward to be partakers of the samE>
grace, hoping to be supported and sustained as he had been during his
affliction and dying hours. He could not imagine that there could have bceR'l
a severer test for a man to be put to than that which their dear friend hac
u~dergone, during the last few days of his life-to be compelled, he who was
so active, to remain quiet, when his heart was engaged in his Master's service:
Shortly before his death he (the speaker) had written Mr. WALKER a letter,
entreating him not to take any service on the following day, the Sabbath.
and saying that if he would promise to remain at home, he (Dr. DOUDNEYt'
would be responsible for the service. He received a letter late on the·
Saturday night-a short but affectionate note-in which Mr. WALKER said
he would accept the ofi'tlr, so far as the reading of the prayers was concerned,
but that he must preach. He was anxious to preach for his Master whilehe could, for the time might not be long. The sermon he then preached
was his last, and the text was, "Remember Lot's wife." This was a messageto all, whether converted or unconverted-whether regenerate or unregenerato•.
It taught those who had been brought out of the snares of the world not
to look back, and others to turn away from "the sin that so easily heset
them."
At the conclusion of the address the final rites were performed at the graveRide, which is in proximity to a vault owned by Mr. INSKIP. All present in,
the church remained till the end of the service, despite the falling :>leely •
and the expressions of sorrow were not few or far between.
THE FUNERAL SERMONS.
(From the Daily Bristol Tirnes and Mirror.)
On Sunday, Dec. 7, funeral sermons were preached in mostof the churches,.
and in many of the chapels, in Bristol, in remembrance of the late Rev..
S. A. WALKER, and there were large congregations at each place of worshi}'>..
!)
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ST. MARY-LE-POR'l'.-There was al arge attendance at the morning service,
and most of the congregation were attired in mourning. The reading desk,
pulpit, and the front of the organ gallery were draped in black. The clergy
taking part in the service were the :Rev. P. M. VVALKER, brother of the
deceased; the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, and the Rev. J. OmfIsroN. The hymns
sung were appropriate to the sad occasion, the one preceding the sermon
being particularly beautiful and solemn. The preacher was the Rev. J.
ORMISTON, of Old Hill, Dudley. He took for his text the fifteenth chapter of
1 Corinthians, fifty-eighth verse, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable; always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Such, he said, was their
precious brother's example while he was yet with them, and such, with sevenfold force, was the lesson which the unlooked-for ending of his truly apostolic ministry that day proclaimed, not only to his sorrowing congregation,
but to the Church of God at large. The rev. preacher, in earnest and
forcible language, pointed out the leading characteristics of St. Paul's
ministry, the bold characteristic being that, if he pleased man, he should not
be a servant of God. He was possessed, through the divine grace, of the
blessed conviction that God's once delivered truth was unchangeable,
imperishable, and all-sufficient to the salvation ends which its Author had
in view, and the Apostle exhorted his beloved brethren at Corinth to walk
by the same rule and mind the same thing.
The course of hi~ observations had, no doubt, he remarked, already suggested to their minds the character, the services, and the leading principles
of the honoured man of God whose pulpit he might say was that morning
vacant. Helpless as he (the preacher) felt himself in att.empting to give
expression to those sentiments of Christian affection which had induced him
to respond to the request of his sore-stricken flock, he felt that he must
endeavour to put unmistakably on record what that congregation would be
fully prepared to confirm, that the apostolic ideal of the Christian's calling
was their late dear pastor's ideal also. The three characteristics of the wellfounded believer were prominent in him-steadfastness, amiability, and Christian fruitfulness. For nearly half-a-centnry he had been a workman who
needed not to be ashamed. The written Word of God was his sole authority,
God the Holy Ghost was the Eafe Interpreter, and humble was the disciple's
heart. The words originally employed in the text implied being well seated,
settled, or fixed; and who would say that the ministrations from that pulpit
for the past twenty-two years had not uniformly been those of one firmly
settled in the love, the grace, and the counsels of the Triune Jehovah? The
Bible, and the Bible only, was his text-book. He was ever ready to serve
his Master and his Master's Church, at the cost of pain, convenience, or
even of health. England, Scotland, Ireland, France, SWitzerland, Germany,
all knew his voice. In the language of St. Paul he was unmo'able. For
many years he watched the religious horizon of England becoming steadily
clouded over with superstition, sensuousness, and forms of error, more or
less foreboding national overthrow. Like a true watchman, he sent forth
the w:J.rning note. Some in high places were only too ready for the sake of
peace to enter into modified terms with the modern form of sacerdotalism
which, if it had any meaning, dethroned Christ, denied the completeness of
His sacrifice, impugned the office and work of the Spirit, and placed an
earthly system before the written Word. To give countenance even for an
hour to an alliance with such enemies to Him who had said once for all,
"He that is not with Me is agaiust Me," their honoured brother would
never consent. His principles were steadfast, he was consistent with them.
He therefore immovably refused to take part in so-called Ch~~l'eh Congresses,
to be yoked to false worshippers, and those guilty of breaches of the law.
To be even voluntarily associated with such was abhorrent to the sincerity of
his Scripturally-enlightened conscience. So, too, with regard to that most

)
'I

"

t

1
\

35

The Gospel Magazine.

perilous innovation of later years-mixed missions. The manly and high-prin.cipled protest which he published some few years since, when he and other
ministers of the Protestant Church were invit9d to ally themselves with some
whoEe 'avowed aims were contrary to the plain reading of the Scriptural
Articles and Formularies, would stand forth in the time to come as landmarks
in the history of our backsliding national communion, and be a testimony
which our rulers would do well to take to heart. And here he might express
a hope that many of the voluminous productions of Mr. 'VALKER'S gifted and
gracious pen "lyould be gathered together; for as controversial labour it was
unequalled in its practical value in the present day. The rev. preacher then
alluded'to the loving and catholic spirit that induced the Rev. Mr. WALKER
to call the el1j/on Conference together for seventeen years. Those Conferences told them with a thousand hallowed memories that he loved the
shade of rest at his Master's side better than the strife of the controversial
battle field. The clash of arms moved his tender spirit inexpressibly more
than many of his opponents conceivRd, or many of his friends probably
thought. Those only who knew him in the atmosphere of his ceaseless
activities-in his study, in his home, in the sick chamber, in the hour of
family perplexity, in social life-could speak of the tenderness, the gentleness, the prudence, the cheerfulneis, the liberality, the tact, the resources,
and the depth of spirituality which the God of all mercy had treasured up
in that precious vessel of mercy. In conclusion, he exhorted his hearers to
profit by the lessons which Mr. 'Y.HKER had imparted to them for nearly
twenty-two years.
The church was again crowded in the evening, when the Rev. J. C.
MARTIN,
of Landport, Southsea, was the preacher. He selected for
his text the fiftieth chapter of Genesis, twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth
verses: "And J osoph said unto his brethl'en, I die: and God will
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which
He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph took an
{Jath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye
shall carry up my bones from hence." The reverend gentleman alluded to
various resemblances in the life of J oseph and that of Christ, pointing
(Jut especially how blessings were bestowed upon the brethren of Joseph in
consequence of his works, and similarly, how mankind had been blessed by
the life and death of the Saviour. Their dear departed pastor used to love
to dwell upon that theme, but he had been called home. 'Vho had called
him 1 Jesus. Did he love him 1 Yes. And Jesus loved them just as much
as he whom He had taken from their midst. Their belo\'ed pastor was a
man of extraordinary activity and of no ordinary ability. He had an acuteness of intellect, great physical energy, and great energy of soul in all he
did. When God took possession of his soul he placed all this zeu.l at his
Master's feet, and himself entirely in his Master's sClTice. They were not
to despise such Christian lives. They lived in a day when perhaps of all
days the life of a Christian man told upon others. They could not go
among any class of people perhaps, in that large city, where everyone would
agree in all the truths he taught, but they would all agree that he lived what
he taught. That was something, but he had left his testimony, and though
dead he yet spoke. If any of the dear brethren present or himself were
called hence, what would be said about them 1 What would their lives' discourse speak of 1 It was a solemn question, and might God grant that they
might all be witnesses for Him, and that whe)1 called away they might
still speak for Him. They would never forget, he was sure, the jealousy
which their late pastor always manifested towards his Master and His
honour. They would not, if God gave them His blessing, forget how tenacious he was if anyone came forward and interfered with the work of Christ.
If it was merely man's own work he would turn a broadside upon it, anLi
have nothing to do with it if it did not concern man's salvation; or if he
J)

2

36

The Gospet Magazine.

touched any system which would grasp any authority beyond Scripture, and
commit power to any so-called priest, or if it were proposed to introduce
altars, sacrifices, and ceremonies which had to do with the salvation of the
sinner, he was always jealous for his Master's honour. He would stand up,
knowing no compromise, where God's truth was concerned. He would
always in every picture make righteousness the centre, and if he thought
that any machinery whatever would interfere with Him, he would turn aside
from everything so that Christ only should remain. Their late pastor had
lived and died amongst them, and he had preached Christ's Gospel to them
faithfully. In conclusion, the preacher exhorted each one to consider hiE.
ways, and to prepare himself for his Master's call.
COLRTON HALL. - The preacher (Dr. DOUDNEY, St. Luke's, Bedminster),
announced his subject as "Rest." Taking his text from Hebrews iv. 9:
"There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God," he said the words
suggested-What it was? Where it was? And for whom? Having dwelt
upon these points, the preacher said: And now with respect to the beloved
friend and brother who has so recently entered upon his eternal rest, what
he was as a man and as a minister he was by the grace of God! :No man
was more ready than he to adopt the language of the Apostle Paul, "Yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me." I need not remind you
that Mr. WALKER was a man of no ordinary stamp. He possessed abilities
which fall to the portion of the few rather than the many. He was a close
reader and a keen observer. He had great fluency of speech, and handled
the pen of a ready writer. In his various addresses there were pith, point,
and power. But mark, all that he was and all that he had, he sought to lay
at the feet of his divine Lord and Master. He wished everything to besubservient to His kingd:)m and glory, and he lived and he laboured for
eternity. Mr. WALKER'S doctrinal views were by no means popular, and
why? Because they were' not pleasant nor agreeable to the pride and selfsufficiency of the unregenerate heart; but, unpalatable as were the doctrines.
held by our departed friend, I challenge any to disprove that they were the
doctrines of the Bible, and in strict accordance with the Thirty-nine Articles
of the Church, of which he was so long the strenuous advocate and the giftecl
and outspoken minister.
I had occasion to call at a place of business in this neighbourhood a few days.
ago, and was then incidentally asked, "What is Mr. So and So'/ Is he High.
Church or Low Church?" I was not prepared to answer; but the thought at
once suggested itself, "There would be no need to ask that question with.
respect to Mr. WALKER. " Upon his part, there was no such disguising and
wrapping up his sentiments as to leave his hearer's in a mist and at an
uncertainty about what his views and· opinions really were. He was not
ashamed of his principles. He neither courted the smiles nor feared the
frowns of his poor frail fellow man. I have often thought that our departed.
friend was a second John Knox, of whom it was said that "he feared theface of no man!" Enviable feeling that! Moreover, our friend's creed
and course of life were in perfect harmony. 'Where is the man that coulcl
bring a charge against him of inconsistency or impropriety in his daily
walk and conversation? If he held what is called "high doctrine," he
set ~ notable pattern of high practice, and was a living witness of the
libellous charge that high doctrine leads to low living.
Mr. 'WALKER, in a pre-eminent degree, was "filled with the fruits of
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of
God.')
The same consistency marked the character of his sanctuary services.
He would by no means succumb to the popular taste for the sensational.
He would have been the last man on earth to turn his church into a music
hall or an horticultural show. He was above all these carnal expedients.
He full well knew that such a course was" sowing to the flesh," and must,.
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sooner or later, meet its reward, in "reaping corruption." The Being whom
he served he knew to be the God of the whole earth, whose are the cattlfil
upon a thousand hills, and whose are the gold and the silver likewise.
Hence he could trust Him for the means to carry on His own work in
His own way, and by' His own instrumentalities.
You will admit that Mr. WALKER was no time-server. He did not profess to be one thing whilst in heart he was another. As an honoured member
and a laborious minister of a Protestant Church, he was neither ashamed of
his principles nor his name. He was a thorough-going Protestant. He nailed
his colours to the mast, and no power on earth could induce him to strike
or to lower them half-mast high, as though Protestantism had departed this
life. But, whilst he intelligently adhered to his principles as a Protestant
Churchman, so warm was his heart and so open his hand to all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, that he rose above the trumpery and the
trivial of party names and denominational distinctions. The all-important
question with him was, 'Do you know my Lord? Do you love my Master?
Are you willing to take up your cross and follow Jesus?' 'Withal, consider
his zeal-his personal self-denial for God and truth. If you met him,
advanced as he was in years, he walked at almost a running pace. His whole
bearing seemed to say, 'Hinder me not; I am upon my Master's business.
He has sent me with a message, and I am anxious to deliver it.' East and
W6;<t, north and south, would he carry that message. I have said elsewhere
that Mr. WALKER was a man of one text-that text, ' And he preached unto
him Jesus!' Jesus, in His glorious person and J eSllS in His finished work,
was his ever-constant theme. Never, methinks, did I hear that name which
is above every name more frequently upon the lips of a fellow-creature than
of our departed friend.
He lived for Jesus; he laboured for Jesus.
The
very last day of his life, when he was unconscious to every earthly thing,
the name of Jesus spoken in his ear was understood and gave him pleasure,
and now he has gone home to dwell for ever with Jesus.
He preached his last sermon on Sunday evening, October 26th, from the
words, 'Remember Lot's wife.' That was, as it were, a warninK voice from the
tomb: to the thoughtless, the indifrerent, and the gay, to seek to make their
~scape from a world doomed to destruction; to the religious professor, to
<lome out in reality, and not in mere name or pretence. Let such tremble to
]look back or to lust after the pursuits, pleasures, or practices of a world that
is at enmity with God! Verily, 'ye cannot serve God and mammon.'
, Remember Lot's wife.' When I saw posted on the walls of this ancient
dty the announcement of the subject upon which Mr. WALKER intended to
speak from this platform, so recently as the 19th October, ' Here am I ! ' I
thought, The mind of my dear brother is impressed with the conviction that
Ibis days are numbered. Like his namesake, he seems to hear his Master's
call, and, in readiest response, he unhesitatingly, and without the shadow of
regret, exclaims. "Here am I!" Oh, sufrer me to put the question to this
vast assembly, should a similar call await us-should we hear the message
'the Master is come and calleth for thee,' who among us are prepared, in the
.same unwavering and most willing manner, with our dear departed friend, to
~xclaim, 'Here am I'?
Lastly, I would add, that I cannot conceive of a severer test than that to
which our dear brother, in his last days, was subjected. For a man of his zeal,
.his untiring energy and labour, to be called to lie like a little child, passive
.and helpless, calm and resigned, upon its mother's breast, was a trial of the
most acute character. But, under the power and; ministry of the Holy Ghost,
it only served to bring out beautifully and blessedly that great and glorious
4;ruth, 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee,
because he trusteth in Thee.'"
Listen to some of our dear brother's dying words: "To me redemption
has meant salvation. The sinne'j" has no pa1·t in the work. He can only
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wonder, as I now wonder, at the grace of God which has rescued me."
" Tell my friends that the doctrines which I have preached for many years
iIi health are my consolation in weakness. They bear the test." One of his
latest messages to some friends who had been remembered to him was
this :-" Tell them I am in pelfect peace-not c~ shc~dow of cloubt-pClfect
?'est! But say that, if they wish to be happy in dying, they should come
nea?' to Jesus. FVilhout Rim I could not be happy now," "There remaineth,
therefore, a rest to the people of God." God of His great mercy grant
that through the blood-shedding of the Lamb, thr<>ugb. the service and
the snfferings o.fJesu~, through the life, the death, the resurrection,
ascension, and intercession of the Christ of God, we, in due time, in
common with our departed brother, may be partakers of that rest.
"Finish thy work, the time is short,
The sun is in the west;
The night is coming duwn; till
then
Think not of ?·est.

"Finish thy work. then go in peace;
Life's battle fought and won,
Hear from the throne the Master's
voice,
'Well done! well done!'

"Ye~,

" Finish thy work, then take thy harp,
Give praise to God above;
Sing a new song of mighty joy
And endles3 10'le.

finish all thy work, then ?'est
Till then, ,'est nevel':
The ?'est prepared for thee above
Is Test for ever.

J
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"Give thanks to Him who held ,the" up
In all thy path below;
Who made thee faithful unto death,
And crowns thee now! "
Mr. George Riseley presided at the organ and pla.yed the" Dead March,"
and the choir sang Pope's "Ode."
In consequence of some hundreds being unable to obtain admission int()
the large Colston Hall, at very short notice a supplementary ser,ice was
arranged for and held in the Lesser hall, which was filled. The sen-ice was
conducted by the celebrated lecturer, the Rev. CHd.RLES CLJ..RK, formerly
minister of Broadmead Chapel, who offered a very eloquent and touching
prayer, making reference to the removal by death of a faithful servant of
the Lord, for whom the churches of this city had mourned and were still
mourning. Mr. CLARK read the story of the raising of Lazarus, from
St. John's Gospel. He observed that when one well known in a community
fell sick, and there was peril in his sickness, there naturally was anxiety
and solicitude as to the probable result. "After life's fitful fever he sleep
well" might now be said of their departed friend.

-\

ST. LUKE'S, BBDMINSTER.-The thirty-seventh Psalm being that for the
evening, Dr. DOUDNEY took his text from the thirty-seventh verse: " Mark
the perfect man, and beheld the upright: for the end of that man is peace."
Having shown the only Scriptural sense in which fallen man can be regarded
as" perfect" and" upright," even in the perfection and righteousness or their
Head and Representative, Christ, the preacher sought to shoW' how this
.sacred portion of God's Word was illustrated and contirmed in the so recent
removal of two of God's honol}'red and faithful servants, the late ~fr. W Ai.KER
(of Mary-Ie-port Church), and Mr, COVELL, oi Croydon. Both were of the
same age, within a few months; buth for upwards of thirty years had proclaimed the same great and glorious truths, although nomina.lly belonging
to different sections of the one Church; and both had now finished their
course, kept the faith, and had entered into the joy of their Lord.
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So anxious are we to perpetuate the memory of our departed friend
and brother, and to prove how groundless the too common charge of
the truths he so boldly and fearlessly proclaimed leading to indifference
of life and conduct-to prove, moreover, that the honest avowal of a
man's sober, well-digested, and Scriptural opinions does not subject him,
in reality, to the disesteem of his fellow-men, however much they may
personally differ from those opinions-we have departed from our usual
course, and given a much more lengthy report of proceedings in connection with .our brother's removal than we are wont to do. We trust
that the reason we have assigned will justify our course in 'the minds
of our readers.
The times in which we live claim at our hands the
line, of action we have taken; the more especially when we remind our
readers that for many years we have quoted from Mr. VVALKER's pen
in these pages; and that for a considerable time he contributed a series
of important papers to the OlcZ Jonathan for the use of Sunday-school
teachers. This is the last mark of respect, therefore, we can pay to
our departed brother, and it has given us a solemn pleasure in thus
seeking to perpetuate both his memory and his work, for assuredly he,
though" dead, yet speaketh."
IVe may add, as a further proof of the high respect and esteem
in which Mr. WALKER was held, that the three Bristol papers ran
out of print on he day of publication, and that the gathering at
Colston Hall was the largest ever known. In the large hall three
thousand chairs were provided, an,d it was calculated that one thousand
persons in addition were standing in the aisles and at the entrances;,
the lesser hall was likewise filled to overflowing; and, as we were
informed by eyewitnesses, hundreds went away unable to enter the
building, the doors being closed.

(Fj'on~

the Westem Daily Press, of Decembej' 20th.)

At the meeting of the Bristol School Board, yesterday, ]\ill'. LEWIS FRY,
M.P., presided, and there were also present: Messrs. M. Whitwill (vice-chairman), J. Inskip, W. P. Baker. W. H. Budgett, T. Coomber, J. F.
Norris, Colonel Savile, the Rev. Dr. Caldicott, Monsignore Clarke, the'
Rev. T. C. Price, and Miss Ricbardson. The Ohairman asked to be
allowed to revert to the loss they had sustained by tbe decease of their
colleague, the Rev. S. A. WALKEr.. He felt certain that he was right in
saying that during the six years Mr. WALKER had occupied a seat at that
board, he had displayed the gr~atest courtesy and good feeling, and had
been actuated by tbat kindness of heart which eminently distinguished
him. By those mea,ns Mr. WALKER had earned the respect and esteem of
the board generally. It would be out of place there to speak of Mr.
WALKER otherwise than as a member of the board. Some of them, of
course, widely differed from him on very important subjects, but it was not
going too far to say that whether they agreed with him or not, they all
respected his earnestness and devotion on behalf of those principles which
cornmended themselves to his judgment. He movcd "That this board
expresses its heartfelt sense of the loss it has sustained in the decease
of the Rev. S. A. WALKER, and desires to present its respectful sympathy
to Mrs. Walker in her bereavement." Mr. M. Whitwill seconded the motion,
which was carried unanimously, and the clerk was directed to forward a
copy of the resolution to Mrs. Walker.

The Gospel M agazitte.
THE LATE MR. FRANCIS COVELL, OF CROYDON.
A FEW PARTICULARS RESPECTING HIS LAST DAYS.
¥<JR some time past Mr. COYELL appeared to be in failing health j he
.complained of pains, and of being very tired and languid after his
usual morning walk. When preaching at Brighton in September, the
friends there noticed a great change in his appearance. On Wednes·day evening, November 19th, he read in his chapel the fifth chapter of
second Corinthia,ns, and preached a remarkable sermon from the fifth
verse of the 120th Psalm, ""Yoe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I
dwell in the tents of Kedar "-none of his hearers imagining that
would be the last time they would ever hear his voice or see his face
.again in the pulpit, and that he would so soon cease to be a "d"'eller
an Mesech."
He appeared tolerably 1I"ell until the morning of Noyember 21st,
17hen, after getting up and coming downstairs, he felt symptoms of an
intestinal displacement, attended with shiyering and ,iolent retching.
His usual medical attendant and much-attached friend, Mr. E--, was
.sent for, who recommended him to return to bed-from which he
Plever arose again. In the evening the doctor, feeling alarmed at the
symptoms which had developed themselves, called in another medical
gentleman (Dr. L--), and after consultation they decided that an
<operation must be performed that night. They at once telegraphed to
Guy's Hospital for the chief operating surgeon, requesting him to telegraph back whether he could come at once; but before he could reply
the telegraph office was closed; he therefore came down immediately.
In the meantime, not having heard from London, and the case being
urgent, the operation was performed by Dr. L--, assisted by Dr.
D-- and Mr. E--, the sufferer being placed under cWoroform.
Before undergoing the operation, .Mr. COYELL spoke yery affectionately
to his children and kissed them; and, when the doctors came into
the room, he put up a short prayer that the Lord would giw them
skill and wisdom, and himself strength to undergo the operation, if
it was His will, but that it might be according to His will in any case.
Then he said, "Now, gentlemen, I am ready." The operation was
successful j the system recovered from the shock, and all the symptoms
were favourable, but the pulse continued very feeble. .Mr. Cm-ELL
.'\:·emained in a state of extreme prostration during the whole of the
:22nd and 23rd, and no one was allowed to sec him, excepting his senior
·deacon for a few moments on Sunday.
On Monday morning, for the satisfaction of Mr. COYELL'S friends,
it was thought advisable to have further advice j and Dr. L·-- was
.-again summoned, who, after seeing him, said to his family that Mr.
,COYELL was eviden.tly sinking, and all that could be done was to try
to get more nourishment into the system, provided he could retain it.
Food was then administered, in small quantities, every ten minutes for
.about three hours, but the stomach could not perform its office. Mr.
COYELL passed a very restless night, and was much distressed with
['etching.
About five o'clock in the morning of Tuesday he appeared to be
sinking, and the doctor was sent for, who said "that his life was in
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the balance, and it was even then possible that he might rally." Mr.
COVELL then prayed for his Church and people, and exhorted those
around him to tell them to be kind one to another, to bear with each
other's infirmities, not to look for perfection in the flesh, to "take
care that they fall not out by the way j " but to be tender-heal'ted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake had forgiven them.
'" Tell them," he said, "I have the comfort of it now j I never tattled
from one to another." It was then deemed advisable to let him see
his family, two or three old friends, and the other deacon of his Church.
Although in too weak a state to say very much, Mr. COVELL spoke
very affectionately and suitably to each individual case j but the exertion
of talking produced great exhaustion and retching. During the morning Mr. COVELL gave instructions relative to his private affairs and
funeral, and said what he would like written on his tomb. He also
said, "If anyone likes to say anything about me, they might speak (if
the Lord should lead 'them to do so j I have no wish to dictate to
anyone) from 'these words, 'Remember them which have the rule over
you, who have spoken unto you the "~1ord of God: whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' I love a private religion more than
making a show,. but, if it will encourage any and honour God's dear
Son and His grace alid truth, they might speak a little about me, and
may some poor sinners be comforted by it." A 'short time afterwards
he said, "The Lord is good j I am so blessed." "No horrors make me
weep."
" There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign.
" Could we but climb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er;
Not Jordan's stream nor death's cold flood
Could fright us from the shore."

"I had a sight of it a fortnight or three weeks ago in the chapel,
and I thought my body would have dropped in the pulpit then, and
my soul gone straight to heaven," Some time after, he said, "I am
a poor sensible wretch, and have nothing to rest in but the finished
work and obedience of the Christ of God, and I fall into His arms,
who, I believe, is taking me to heaven to sing His praise." During
the day, he said, "How is it I have had so many to see me to-day 1
,did they announce it last evening at chapel 1" He sent a message to
his old friend Mr. SMART, of Craubrook, saying, "Tell SMART I thought
he would get to heaven before me, but I have got the start of him.
Give my 10 ye to him." In the afternoon he was so weak and exhausted
that the doctor said no one else must see him j but so anxious were
his friends to have his parting blessing, that many forced their way
through to his bedroom, and, when he saw them, he would speak to
them j but said, directly they were gone, "I am exhausted, I am
exhausted j do not let any more come in." One more friend called
to take leave of him in the evening, to whom he spoke very affectionately, inquiring after his wife and children, and sending a message to
them j but, after he was gone, Mr. COVELL said, "I seemed just going
into heaven, but these people drag me back again to talk to them."
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Some time after this, he said, "Take me sweetly, lovingly. Don't
lea.ve me now, Lord; the waters are ankle deep." "It is hard work
going up the hill. Lord Jesus, pull me into heaven." "Oh, that I
were there, to see Him as I have longed to see Him, and serve and
know Him better!" "Lord, perfect all that concerns me, and crown Thy
grace with eternal glory." "Don't leave me now, Lord, or I should sink;
if Thou shouldest withdraw a moment, what misery it would be." "I
am 11 poor sinner, Lord; grace alone is of any use to me now. I have
loved to speak of and exalt Thy grace, and was never more happy
than when encouraging sinners to trust in Thee." "I have loved the
place where Thy honour dwelleth." Several times during the day
Mr. COVELL inquired what the time was, and was very solicitous about
those who were waiting on him.
During the evening, he asked if there was a fire in the room, and
being told that it was burning nicely, he said, "I lighted it ",hen
I came to bed on Friday, and it has been buruing ever since." A
friend asked him if he would like to see it, when he said, "I have
had a sight of Jesus, and that has tarnished all earthly objects; I do
not want to see any earthly object again." A short time after this,
he said, "All my faculties are failing; I cannot see nor speak so well
as I did." Once he said, to some of the friends who had been downstairs for meals, "You have been feasting, and I have had nothing
to eat all day; but I have had the best of it "-meaning he had
the Lord's presence. After a time he became very restless, and wished
continually to be shifted in his position on the bed; and every timt\
he was laid down, said, "That's beautiful," or "That's nice." He never
once murmured or complained, hut several times spoke of the goodness
of the Lord in taking his affiicted son home before him. Early on
Wednesday morning, the 26th, he said, "'What a long night it has
seemed; I thought I should have been gone before this." Mr. E - asked him if he felt any pain. He said, "No." Then he asked him
if there was any conflict (as he was so very restless, and seemed
troubled), but he answered, "No; I had a little in the night, but the
Lord enabled me to stand my ground." The last word he could articulate
plainly was "Hallelujah!"
The struggle between soul and body was painful to witness at
last, although the doctor said he probably felt no pain whatever.
About ten o'clock in the morning an evident change took place; in a
short time his pulse ceased to beat, and, although he kept on trying
to speak, notning could be understood, and, at a quarter pa.st eleven,
he drew hi., last breath, and his happy, ransomed spirit left the body
to be "for ever with the Lord."
Another correspondent says :-His text for his last sermon was,
"Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech!" &c. Mr. COVELL, on his
sickbed, said, "Last Wednesday I finished off in the tents of Kec1ar,
but now I'm' on Pisgah's mount." He slept very little; said, "I can't
sleep, He blesses me so." "To think that He should love us with a
richer, a purer, a sweeter love than the highest archangel can love Him."
" We are predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son."
"Our religion began in love, is rooted and grounded in love." " Oh,
He is such a good God," "I've been a vile creature, unworthy His
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notice, but His love knows no measure nor bound, and I shall soon
be in heaven, prailling and glorifying Him to all eternity."
Speaking of a brother minister, he said, "vVe are both poor sinners,
but saved by rich, free, sovereign grace." "Dear Jesus, do come!"
Sweet Jesus, pull me in ! " Several times he said, "Hallelujah! hallelujah! Higher! higher!"
"There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin;
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
When his voice could no more be heard, they distinguished, "HAI'PY!
GLORIOUS! "
[Dear servant of the Most High God! very many whom thou hast
left behind thee in tho wilderness will miss thy loving smile, kindly
words, and tender counsel; but it would be selfish ind~ed to wish
thee back in a world of sin and sorrow. vVe rejoice in thy behalf
in the victory which, by grace divine, thou hast WOB, and the conquest
which, by the same grace, thon lust achieved. To Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost-Israel's one God in covenant-be all the praise and:
glory!
Dear readers, it is a notable fact-which struck our own mind with
special force and interest-that the self-same triumphant word "HALLELUJAH !" wi.th which the man of God, FRANCIS COVELL, closed his
earthly career, was the very same which fell from the lips of his brother
in the faith and fellow-labourer in the Gospel, dear old JOHN W ARBURTO~, as he finished his pilgrimage.
Both the one and the other,
in the swellings of Jordan, shouted" HALLELUJAH! "
Ah! what can the sceptics and the worlo.ly, and the miserly and
the grovelling, say to this ~ Let such for a moment contrast their
own condition. They are fond of casting up accounts, striking their
balances, turning over their title-deeds, and in various ways investigating
their position and standillg; but (fools that they are!) whilst thus
occupied, the most important of all considerations is left out of the
question. In their blindness and folly, they lose sight of the fact that
they are in the perilous condition of the man of whom Jesus Himself
spake, and may at any moment be accosted as he was, in the midst
of all his vain purposes and intentions: "Thou fool, tlus night thy
soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be which
thou hast provided ~ " Ah! whose indeed ~ How true the declaration,
"He heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them;" and
equally true the testimony of the Apostle James: "Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your
gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness
against you, and shall eat yam flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days."
How different was the spirit of the justly-lamented FRANCIS COVELL !
If ever that word, "The liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal
things shall he stand," applied to man, it did to him. In speaking of
their departed fellow-townsman, even the local newspapers testified to
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the fact of how much he would be missed by the poor and the needy.
Without (as far as we understand) any reserve or store, but out of
the means so spontaneously supplied him for his own use by his
loved and loving people, he gave away at the rate of £1 per day. A
noble example, and a practical denial of the libellous charge that the
doctrines he held, and so faithfully and affectionately preached, led to
Antinomianism, or indifference of walk, conduct, and conversation.
The two dear servants of God-the late SA~ruEL ABRAHA:M 'vV ALKER
and FRANCIS COVELL-just called home, as they have been, at about
the same age, and within a few days of each other, have left a prominent and most undoubted and unquestionable testimony as to the
unselfishness of their conduct and the purity of their lives. They were
witnesses in life to the glorious truth that "the o-race of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world j looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ j "
and the closing of the eventful career of each was an equally blessed
confirmation of the Psalmist's testimony, "Mark the perfect man, and
behold the upright j for the end of that man is peace."-EDITOR.]

THE OLD A~D REIV YEAR.
GONE for ever the year 18i9, and passed away into the Yast abyss
of time that can no more be found! But how many memories are
left that record the events of the twelve months just closed! Many
sorrows, losses, exercis6s :lhronicled in the mind, as reflection brings
to view the days that are past, for "man is born to trouble as the
sparks fly upward." It is his inheritance since the fall, and, whate,er
else he may lack, this is entailed upon him to his life's end. Much
of the trouble of mankind may be summed up in one word-jean:
troubles anticipated that never came, and yet brought tremblings of
heart, pictures of evil, and trials of inexpressible weight to the
mind. The Lord declares to His people, "I know the thoughts that
I think toward you: thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
'an expected end j" but this is hidden from them, and, when Satan is
permitted to try the children of God, it is often er by fears than facts
he works. If the facts are gloomy, he has some ready device to
enlarge them, and make them still darker. If I.hings around look
bright and cheerful, he throws athwart some suggestion that clouds
the bounty and blessedness of the present favour, and presents an
unknown and uncertain future, filled with fears, and thus is quenched
'the feeling of gratitude, thankfulness, and praise.
Doubtless natural temperamen~ may have much to do with these
exercises of mind. A sanguine, buoyant, cheerful disposition often
sustains the spirit, pushes away fear as it rises, and battles against
a future full of gloom that seems inevitable as to the result. Now, if
such charaeters are in a profession of religion, can quote Scripture,
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and maintain a cheerfal demeanour under trial, this by observers
may pass for great faith. It is true, faith in a measure may be there j
but, if put into the furnace of affliction, it may prove less than was
imagined, and come forth very small when divested of the dross and
tin of the natural temperament j and the fiery furnace of affliction
may wither up the fair blossoms that in days of ease promised much.
fruit.
'When the children of God are brought into new being by the power
of the Holy Ghost, then the date of their spiritual exercises begins.
However some may exclaim against what is termed a law-work in.
the soul, the fact is felt in the conscience of every awakened sinner.
To try to repair the breach made between God and man by the fall is the
natural endeavour of all the human family, and the drift of all natural
religion, whatever form it may take. This also is common to the
children of God, who are secretly loved, and therefore must be openly
called; and when called, a sense of personal sin is impressed upon..
the heart, with a feeling anxiety to get rid of the burden. Sin,.
which is r'the transgression of the law," is seen and felt, and this is
" law-work "-a sense of just demands, with a dim hope in the breast
of the sinner that he may yet be in a position to pay, and so he sets
to work. Here free-willers and merit-mongers stop; they remain
under the law, and perish by the law. Millions of the human family
have gone so far, and no farther. Satan herein can imitate the
work of the Lord the Spirit, and countless are the multitudes
that the unclean spirit goes out of, leaving the house empty, swept,.
and garnished. Satan may preach the law, and may terrify with
convictions. He can set the poor bankrupt sinner to work, but he.
cannot reveal Ohrist, or give spiritual desires, or Gospel love, or true
peace. These are the gifts of the Spirit, reserved and provided for
all the elect of God, and bestowed npon them, though it may be as·
late as the eleventh hour.
But, wh~ther set forth as repentance toward God, conviction of
sin, fears of divine wrath, concern for salvation, dread of judgment to·
come, it all amounts to the same thing, more or less, namely, a law-work
npon the soul, which is graciously described by unerring Wisdom experimentally in these words, "The whole need not a physician, but they that
are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
Says the Lord, "I wound, and I heal: I kill, and I make alive." These
are distinct acts, the work of God's Spirit on the soul. It is the sick
that need a cure, the blind that ask for sight, the captive that requires
a Redeemer, the lost that want a Saviour. The degree and duration
of spiritual anxiety, need, and distress, are all appointed by God; but,
whether brief or long, much or little, this is the Gospel plan of
salvation.
J olm the Baptist, the forerunner of Ohrist, preached the doctrine of
repentance, and this is God's order still. All who find Ohrist need Him:
and God's people who want Him as their All in all shall find Him. A
sense of sinnership is God's way to lead a soul to Ohrist; and" by the
law is the knowledge. of sin." The Apostle puts the question, "Was then
that which is good made death unto me~ God forbid. But sin, that it
might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin
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by the commandment might become exceeding sinful ;" and this is all
the law can do, to show the holiness of God and the unholiness of
the sinner, his conscience enlightened by the Spirit bearing witness that
in thonght (Rom. vii. 7), tGord (Psalm xxxvi. 3), aud deed (Isaiah xxix. 15)
he is a sinner-and not only so, but the sinner, worse than the worst; of
sinners the chief. He sees in his own case something peculiar, whereby
he is arraigned and brought up to the bar of justice, for which he
deserves damnation, so he must needs flee from the wrath to come or
perish. But where is he to fly 7 He knows not his way to the city
of refuge, so with one of old he cries out, "Thou. Son of David, have
mercy upon me!"
Such poor, helpless, ruined sinners may meet with many hindrancesmany opposers, who charge them, in effect, to "hold their peace,"
to hope the best, to take God at His word, to come to Jesus, to
accept salvation, to receive the promises; but, poor souls, they cannot do
any of it. "It is not in man that walketh to direct bis steps." J\1an
may take upon him to inyite and command, but God alo~e has the
power to bestow: and refuge fails till Jesus appears; then the divine
efficacious word goes forth; "Jesus stood still, a,nd commanded him to be
called." This was good news to the blind man. His cure was the result of
Christ's call: "and immediately he received his sight" (Mark x. 46-52).
It may be, not a few, during the year just closed, have passed
through some such exercises of soul, and others can look back to bygone days, when they were led through these trying paths, and at last
realized Gospel power in pardon and peace. God appoints our days of
darkness and our days of light. He has His own plan for each child,
and it is all marked and mapped ont in the coyenant of grace.
"Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect" (Psalm
cxxxix. 15, 16), is as true of the Church indi\'ic1uallyas the Church
collectively, but, "when the time appointed of the Father is come,"
then the law fulfill~d by the Mediator is seen, for thus saich
the vVord, "Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father;" and the work of Christ
is, to "redeem them that were under the law, that they might receive
the adoption of sons," which is a sweet persuasion in the soul, by
whatever means imparted, that sin is put away by the sacrifice of
Christ, and peace brought into the heart by the power of the Holy
Ghost. Thus there is hOlle in Israel for those who use made to see
and feel their sinnership, and long for the gracious power of
Christ to be made manifest in their heart. But this blessed discovery
of grace, however clear, needs the renewal of the Holy Ghost. I~
mutable wisdom, love, and power will maintain the work begun, "for
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance," but in experience they vary; hence the voice of the ,Vord counsels, "Strengthen
the things that remain, and are ready to die." ,Vhen the word comes
from 'God with power, it will return to God in prayer. This is an
inT .J.riable course traceable in the divine life; and thus the belie\rer
takls back to God for fulfilment the counsel or the promise that comes
from God to the soul.
There are two leading thoughts that are constantlv in view when
the steps of a child of God are first turned Zionward=-he wants to be
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In the twilight of eariy experience the
saints think these two desirable blessings are attainable when a God-given
religion is realised. The exercises of a living soul in self-condemnation,
hungerings and thirstings after Christ, temptations, trials, conflict with
sin, self, and the world, sensible failures in much that is called good, all
are the opposite to the path of happiness marked out by the poor ignorant child of God. "If it be so, why am I thus 7" has been said in effect,
if not in these exact words, by all the Lord's people, who have lived
long enougli to find out the Inystery of grace in Christ and the mystery of iniquity in themselves. The spiritual happiness of God's people
is. of a very intermittent character. It is but a break now and then
in a wintry sky; flashes of light, gleams of joy, whispers of love,
moments of brief fellowship, when the promise is renewed that was
blest in bygone days, and the soul, under the transient presence of
the Spirit, says, "It is· the voice of my Beloved." Love and humility
fill the heart for the moment with happiness, which passes too quickly
away, but leaves its lasting memory behind (2 Pet. i. 18). Sweet foretaste of eternal joys to come!
The next type of an ideal religion is the hope of personal holiness.
Pharisees, hypocrites, and fanatics may profess to its attainment here
below; but God·s taught people are ready to say of such, "My soul,
come not thou into their secre : unto their assembly, mine honour,
be not thou united."
The saints of God are called collectively "a holy nation, a peculiar
people." They are holy in a comparative sense; they are not what
they once were. The new birth has given a new tmn to their affections, their will, and their walk. They have got into a new path, and
they must act as new creatmes in Christ Jesus. "Old things are
passed away; all things are become new." They are partakers of a
divine nature, a holy principle that loves holiness, and longs to get rid
of sin. "Be ye holy, for I am holy." This is not the measure, but
the motive, and this motive is strong in the new-born soul; so he
prays and strives against sin, and walks contrary to it. But the sinful natme is there; it is checked, but not expelled; it is under
restraint, ·but not dead. As grace reigns sin is subdued; but the two
natures in the child of Goel will battle it out to the last sigh, for
"there is no discharge in this war." There may be a truce now and
then, but the fight breaks out before long, and Christ's soldiers must
fight the good fight of faith with sin and Satan to the end. "But,"
say some, "is there no progress, no advance made in the believer 7"
Yes, to observers, but not perceptible to the child of God. The more
light he has, the more evil he sees; the longer he lives, the warfare
gets worse; the more he attempts, the less he is satisfied; and the
more he does, the deeper in debt he feels to God. " vVhere is boasting then 7 It is excluded. By what law 7 of works 7 Nay: but by
the law of faith," whereby the sinner is led to trace all his salvation to the blood and obedience of the God-Man Mediator, Christ
Jesus.
But is this calculated to make people indifferent and careless as to
their work and their walk 7 If so, they are not believers (Eccl. iv. 5) ;
they are as yet in nature's darkness; they are destitute of that holy
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principle which is made manifest by love to Christ and a desire to
live to His praise. Whatever knowledge of the truth they possess, it
never came from God, or it would lead to God (Prov. x. 8). They
are in and of the world; that is their true position. But saints are
"God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that they should walk in them." Hence
they wish to walk worthy of the Gospel that they love, spread His
truth, support His cause, and serve His people. They desire to rule
in His fear, or obey as the servants of Christ; to set a godly example
in their position, whatever it may be; to separate from voluntary companionship with the world.: to guide their affairs with discretion, so
as to avoid bringing disgrace npon the religion they profess. These
and all else that accompanies the Gospel are the desires and aspirations of the new creature in Christ J eims. But a feeling sense of
failure in every respect is "the Spirit's rising beam," that casts its
divine rays npon the finished work of Christ. Here the humbled
sinner sees the perfection of holiness, and takes thankful refuge in
the glorious declaration that "of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who
of God is made unto ns wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as it is written, He that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord."
j

A CATECHETICAL COLLOQUY.
(From the Rock.)
THE following dialogue, says a "\Yest country paper, recently took place
on a Sunday afternoon in a church not a hundred miles from - - - , and
shows what influences are at work among our young people. There
happens to be just now a great outcry for religious teaching in elementary schools; and simultaneously with this the adyocates for this
pseudo-pious teaching tell us that, but for this element, our youth would
degenerate into infidelity. Let men who hold tIlls opinion look at the
fact, the details of which we give, and then say if the priest party
are not responsible for much of the antagonism exhibited in different
parts to religious teaching, and especially to this style. of sickly stuff.
We shall be told that the case we cite is exceptional; we wish it was,
but think and fear otherwise. Only those in the secret of the insidious
working of modern Anglicanism can have a just idea of the ceaseless
efforts made to revolutionise the religious life and thought of England.
Of the swarms of young clerics that yearly descend upon society from
the universities, it is to us a saddening thought that the majority haNe
little better to teach old or young than such specimens as the
following :Pt'iest (doing duty JOT his friend the Rect01').-" Now, little boy, who
is your father 1 "
Boy.-" Bill Jones, sir."
PTiest.-" Yes, my little man; but I don't mean your father Oll earth.
You have another Father in heaven."
Boy.-" God, sir."
P1'iest.-'; Quite right. Now tell me who is your mother 1 "
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Boy.-" Please sir, Mary J ones, sir."
Priest.-" vVell, yes; but I mean your mother 111 heaven 1 "
Boy.-" Please sir, mother ain't dead yet, sir."
Priest.-" Still, my boy, you have a mother in heaven; who is she 1"
(Boy silent, dumbfounded at the discovery.)
PTiest.-" Don't you know 1 The Virgin Mary; she is your mother
in heaven. Now tell me who is your father on earth 1"
Boy.-" Bill Jones, sir, as I said afore."
P1·iest.-" No, my boy; I don't mean him."
Boy.-" But, sir, I always calls 'en my father. I always thonght as
how he was."
Priest.-" But who is the father of all 1 In my parish all the people
call me father. Now, who is the father of all the little boys in this
parish ?"

(Boy silent, stm'ing 1vith p1'Ofound wonderment, as well he might.)
Priest.-" Why, Mr. - - , the rector; he is the father of all the
little boys in this parish."
Boy.-" Please sir, I didn't know that!"
Priest.-" Now, who is Mr. - - (the rector's) wife 1"
Boy.-" 1\:frs. - - " (naming the rector's wift).
Pi'i~st.-" Oh, no, my boy; that is not right."
Boy.-" 'Yell, sir, I always hears her called 1\1rs.
Pi·ie.,t.-" Yes, my boy; but 1\1r. - - is married to the Churchthe Church is his bride."
And so ends this sickly aping of Romanism in a Protestant Church,
in the year of grace 1879. But this cannot last long j and if Churchmen were earnest the end would speedily come. Should not all good
~nd true men join in bringing about such a consummation 1
"SO

MA~Y

CALLS.">':-

Largely Thou gi vest, gracious Lord!
Largely Thy gifts should be restored,
Freely Thou giYest; and Thy word
1s-" FREELY GIVE."
He only who forgets to hoard,
Has learnt to live.

IT was a brisk, clear evening in the latter part of December, when
;'lr. A-- returned from his counting-house to the cumforts of a
bright coal fire, and warm arm-chair, in his parlour at home.
He
changed his heaYy boots for slippers, drew around him the folds of
his evening gown, and then, lounging back in the chair, looked up to
the ceiling and about 'Yith an air of satisfaction. Still there was a
cloud on his brow: what could be the matter 'l\ith Mr. A--1 To
tell the truth, he had that afternoon, in his counting-room, received
the agent of one of the principal religious charities of the day, and
had been warmly urged to double his last year's subscription; and the
urging had been pressed by statements and arguments to which he
did not know well how to reply. "People think," soliloquized he to
himself, "that I am made of money, I believe. This is the fourth
'" Published by C. Cas,rell, Birmingham.
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oOJect tllis year 101' WnlCn 1 nave oeen requestea to aouole myslwscription; and this year has been one of heavy family expenses,
building and fitting up tllis house, carpets, curtains-no end to tIle
new things to be bought. I do not see, really, how I am to give a
penny more in charity. Then, there are the bills for the boys and
girls: they all say they must have twice as much now as before we
came to this house :-wonder if I did right in building it 1" And
Mr. A-- glaIlced unceasingly up and down the ceiling, and around
on the costly furniture, and looked into the fire in silence. He was
tired, harassed, and sleepy; his head began to swim, and his eyes
closed. He was asleep.
In his sleep he thought he heard a tap at the door; and there stood
a plain, poor-looking man, who, in a voice singularly low and sweet,
asked for a few moments' conversation with him. Mr. A - - asked
him into the parlour, and drew him a chair near the fire. The stranger
looked attentively around, and then turning to Mr. A--, presented
him with a paper. "It is your last year's SUbscription to missions,"
said he, "you know all the wants of that cause which can be told you;
I came to see if you had anything more to add to it." This was
said in the same low and quiet voice as before; but for some reason,
unaccountable to himself, Mr. A - - was more embarrassed by the
plain, poor, un pretending man, than he had been in the presence of
anyone before. He was for some moments silent before he could
reply at all, and then in a hurried and embarrassed manner he began
the same excuses which had appeared so satisfactory to him the afternoon before-the hardness of the times, the difficulty of collecting
money, family expenses, &c.
The stranger quietly surveyed the spacious apartment, w-jth its
many elegancies and hu.ruries, and, without any comment, took from
the merchant the paper he had given, but immediately presented him
with another. "This is your subscription to the Tract Society: have
you anything to add to it 1 You know how much it has been doing,
and how much more it now desires to do, if Christians would only
furnish means. Do you not feel called upon to add something to it 1"
Mr. A - - was very uneasy under this appeal; but there was
something in the still, mild manner of the stranger that restrained
him; but he answered, that, though he regretted it exceedingly, his
circumst,ances were such that he could not this year conveniently add
to any of his charities.
The stranger received back the paper without any reply, but immediately presented in its place the subscription to the Bible Society;
::md, in a f~w clear and forcible words, reminded him of its well-known
claims, and again requested him to add something to his donation.
Mr. A--· became impatient.
"Have I not said," he replied,
"that I can do nothing more for any charity than I did last year 7
There seems to be no end to the calls these days. At first there were
only three or four objects presented, and the sums required moderate:
now the objects increase every day, and call upon us for money; and
all, after we have given once, want us to double, and treble, and
ql1adrnple our subscriptions. There is no end to the thing. 'Ve may
as well stop in one place as another."
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The stranger took back the paper, rose, and fixing his eye on his
companion, said, in a voice that thrilled to his soul: "One year ago,
to-night, you thought that your daughter was dying; you could not
rest for agony: upon whom did you call that night ~ "
The merchant started, and looked up: there seemed a change to
have passed over the whole form of his visitor, whose eye was fixed
on him with a calm, intense, penetrating expression that subdued him;
he drew back, covered his face, and made no reply.
"Five years ago," said the stranger, "when you lay at the brink of
the grave, and thought that if you died then you would leave a family
unprovided for, do you remember how you prayed ~ Who saved you
then ~"
The stranger paused for an answer, but there was a dead silence.
The merchant only bent forward as one entirely overcome, and rested
his head on the seat before him.
The stranger drew yet nearer, and said, in a still lower and more
impressive tone, "Do you remember, fifteen years since, that time
when you felt yourself so lost, so helpless, so hopeless; when you
spent day and night in prayer; when you thought you would give
the world for one hour's assurance that your sins were forgiven you ~
'Who listened to you then ~"
"It was my God and Saviour," said the merchant, with a sudden
burst of remorseful feeling: "Oh, yes, it was He ! "
"And has He ever complained of being called on tOI) often ~" inquired the stranger, in a voice of reproachful sweetness. "Say," added
he, "are you willing to begin this night and ask no more of Him,.
if He from this night will ask no more from you ~ "
"Oh, never, never, never!" said the merchant, throwing himself
at his feet; but, a<; he spake these words, the figure seemed to vanish,
and he awoke with his whole soul stirred within.
"0 God and
Saviour! what have I been doing!" he exclaimed. "Take all-take
everything! \Vhat is all that I have, to what Thou hast done for me ~"

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel J1![agazine.
M Y DEAR FRIEND,-Your readers will be able, I trust, to furnish
me with the necessary means to carry on this goog. .work. The
monetary receipts of the past quarter have fallen below the current
expenses, and yet the supply of cast-off reading has greatly increased;
so that, unless om funds are speedily replenished, we shall' be unable
to purchase new magazines for 1880. Reasons may be found in the
circumstances of the day, but the prospect of having to give up
circulating some six hundred Olel Jonathan and two hundrea GOSPEL
MAGAZINF., together with many other kindred periodicals, is not the
less unfortunate and painful to contemplate. The following letter, just
received, is not only regarded as an answer to ma,ny prayers, but it
E :3
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raised up a little hope in onr mind that faith has to be only tried
previous to the funds of the work being brought out into a wealthy
place:"DEAR SIR,-Although times are very lund, and I never was so
short of money in my life, I am constrained, by God's goodness to me,
to send you my mite towards your good work. I wish it was in
my power to do more, but God knows my heart, and that it is done
in love to Him -and His work, which I pray He may abundantly own
.and prosper in your hands."
From an old soldier"My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I beg most thankfully to acknowledge
;the receipt of a very large box of books, which I will scatter with my
.own hands in this large garrison, and pray God to bless to many
souls. A battery of artillery left here this morning for India. I spent
pretty nearly the whole of yesterday among them. Had conversatiol;
with sixty of them, giving each man a small packet of books for the
long voyage, and I wish you could have seen how pleased the men
"were, and to have heard their grateful thanks. Soldiers, poor fellows,
careless though they be, yet a little kindness goes a great way with
them. They can stand a great deal of unkindness and harsh treatment,
- but the opposite soon breaks them down, and the tear is seen standing
in their eyes."
From an old sailor at Malta"My DEAr, CHRISTIAX BROTHEIL-Plea3e accept my sincere thanks
for the box of books per the P. and O. steamer. I may tell you they
.are exceedingly welcome jnst now, as "lye ha \-e the large fleet here at
I)resent, and the last box had been med up to adnntage before it
.arrived. I have heard from se,-eral ,,-ho Yisit the Institute that the
:little books, "Walks and Talks with Jesus,' and '~Iornings 'with Jesus.'
'have heen greatly owned and blessed of God to the awakening of sen'ml
Jloor sinners, and confirming of not a few Christian men in the navy.
I have had some awful grips of the hand from n.lany of these men,
telling me at the same time the blessings they had receind from reading
the above little works."
I shall be glad to supply friends with a copy of the sixth annual
report of this work Donations in books and money may be sent to
any of the auxiliary helpers, or to me at Devizes Road, Salisbury,
where the smallest help "ill be thankfully recei,-ed, and duly acknowledged by numbered official receipt.
Yours to serve in the Lord,
JJee., 15th, 1879.
CRARLES BRIDER.
[\Ve earnestly hope and r,rdently pray that the foregoing may meet
with a hearty rcoponse frum our readers. As we advance in years,
and as the end of our race approaches, "lye are increasingly anxious
.for the spread of Gospel truth. The times are so momentous. Plain,
wholesome Gospel fare is 00 exceedingly scarce. The age in which
we live is so rife with excitement and delusions of so treacherous
.a kind, that it renders the sound Scriptural testimony the more
necessary and the more inyaluable. Moreover, when wc sec one and
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another of the Lord's servants cqHed away, we are the more anxious
. for what we may call the after-testimony-we mean, that what they plOclaimed by pen or by word of mouth should be preserved and widely
propagated through the press. The enemy is making use of this medium
to the greatest possible extent.
Hence it behoves those who love the
truth to seek by every means in their power to counteract his
influence by helping to circulate wholesome literature.
A few weeks since, a gentleman whom we had known for many
years called upon us, and said it had been laid upon his mind
some time ago to endeavour to provide sound Scriptural reading for
the poor sailors leaving the port of Bristol. Hence he had succeeded
in providing a bag of books and magazines at the rate of nearly a
hundred ships a year, and the work was extending. ,Ve promised him
help in so good a cause; and, through the voluntary and most generous
aid of one of our oldest readers-now verging upon eighty years of
age-we were enabled to fulfil our promise. Here is his acknowledgment : "December 13, 1879.
"DEAR DR. DouDNEY,-Many thanks for your very handsome present of books for our sailors. I pray that they may be blessed to
many a poor seaman when far off' on the sea.
"J. C. H."
" Very truly yours,
[Now, the Lord alone knows what "e felt whilst reading this testimony from Malta, as given through the instrumentality of our dear
friend and brother BRIDER. ,Ye do. from our inmost soul rejoice that
our little works, "lYalks and TcLlb; ~{)ith Jesus," and "Jjllornings with
Jesus," should 1:>e thus owned of the Lord in that far-off' spot. The
Lord be praised for His great goodness and mercy in this particular.
We are thus amply repaid for our labour and travail of soul in
writing and publishing, if so be the Lord thus blesses our poor fellow
sinners and refreshes the boweh of His saints by such means. Had we
it in our power, gladly would we send forth these little messengers of
mercy into the length and breadth of the habitable globe by thousands.
and tens' of thuusands.
Greatly were we cheered, " short time ago, at being told that several'
of our works, " Walks and Talls 7cith Jesus," and others, had been translated into Swedish and other languages. We believe that t]1is originated in their being taken by the captains of vessels sailing from
Bristol to foreign ports.
Again, we say, we trust it may be hid upon the hearts of our
readers to assist to their utmost our dear brother BRIDER, in his most
important, anxious, and self-denying wOIl:. Oh, remember, dear readers,
how short our time is! Be it yours and ours to "work while it is
called to-day, for the night cometh, in which no m:ln can work." Could
our dear glorified brothers, ,1!ALKER and COVELL, speak to us now,.
what, think you, would they say upon the subject of seeking to do some
EWe for the Master, whilst yet the mere moment of time is given us~·
Surely we have talents thus entrusted to us which it behoves us to
seek to exercise. Oh, how soon our moment of time will be a thing
of the past! How soon with each and all of us will time be no
more! How soon shall we have gone the way of all the earth!
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God, then, of His great mercy, grant that, when this shall be-when
"the place that now knows us shall know us no more "-we, "though
dead," may "yet speak" by these little works of the name and fame
of Jesus, thus testifying through the press of the marvellous love, the
boundless mercy, the wonderful power, the astounding compassion, the
efficacy of the blood, and the perfecti0n of the righteousness of Him
who is "mighty to save," and "able to do exceeding abur.dantly above
sll we ask or think." Amen and amen.-EDITOR.]
CHEERING WORDS FRm1 ONE SINCE

GO~E

TO HER REST.

:[THE annexed letter was written to an afflicted sister in the Lord by one
who, a few months afterwards, with her husband, of whom she speaks,
entered most peacefully upon her eternal inheritance.-ED.]
My BELOVED SISTER IN THE PATH OF TRIBULATIOX,-A letter from
dear auntie this morning tells me that the great enemy is taking
advantage of your dear son's continued affliction, and your disappointed
hopes of improvement, to cast a gloom and darkness over your path, so
as to obscure (for the present at least) the Lord's former lovingkinduess towards both yourself and yours. Ah! my dear sister, do not
let that arch enemy cause you to lie against your right, for stronger is
He that is with you than all that are against you, and that your enemy
knows right well; but he has been permitted to come down upon the
Churches with ;great power at the present time. KllO"wing his time is
short, therefore he is stirring up all sorts of evil, dissensions, evil
surmisings, and misunderstandings, if possible, to separate and scatter
the living and true Church of God unto all "inds, and to destroy, if
possible, every bond of peace and lo,e, and joy in the Holy Ghost,
which should bind them together to strive with one heart and one way
for the faith and truth of the Gospel "once delivered to the saints;"
instead of which, our every-day crosses and trials (which do not lessen
as we near our journey's end) are permitted to paralyze and enfeeble our
powers of mind and spirit, so that from very weakness and poring too
much over ourselves and our own powerlessness to stand in the evil
day, we become but too easy a prey for Satan's power and malicious
designs. Would that we could with purpose of lleart take up St. Paul's
weapon of "all prayer," with which he besought the Lord thrice that
the messenger of Satan might depart from him, aud he obtained this
answer: "My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is made perfect
in thy weakness >'! And then comes the song of triumph: "Most gladly
will I therefore glory in my infirmity, for when I am wtak then am I
strong."
Ah! my dear sister, my weak sister, may this mighty One help us
to go and do likewise. I write from my own heart's experience, and
know too well that all the schooling and talking in the world will not
bring us into this quiet resting-place, this sure dwelling; but He, the
mighty One, can in one moment make the storm a cahn and bring us to
our desired haven. May He condescend to put forth His power on our
behalf, and bring us to realize that "unto us a Child is born, unto us
a Son is given, and the goverument shall be upon His shoulders"! That
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even as a little child He can enter into all our childish estimate of things,
and He is well able to govern all our affairs, however intricate, for His
name is " VVonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
and the Prince of Peace." Lord, do Thou thus reveal Thyself unto us,
and bid us trust in Thee. I havo indeed been passinD" through deep
waters, with scarce one grain of strength to keep my head above them" And every day new straits attend,
I wondering where the scene will end; "

.,.~

and yet, at the same time, surrounded with ten thousand ble'ssings and
mercies innumerable. Indeed, during this season of sickness and weakness, the love and tender kindness of all my dear friends have been quite
overwhelming!
I have been longing to feel strong enough to write to you and your
dear family, to acknowledge with heartfelt gratitude your renewed token
of affectionate regard. I do think my dear husband and myself are both
in a most uncertain state of health. The Lord alone knows how it is to
be. 'What a mercy to know that what He appoints is best, and well He
is able to take care of the loved ones we have to leave behind!
Please to give my very kind love to your dear husband, Minnie, J.
L--, and all your circle, and ever believe the loving affection of your
cousin,
S.
THE LATE RECTOR OF MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.
To the Editor of the Gospel 111agazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I enclose you a copy of our watchword for
the new year. The return of our dear Lord and Master is to me a
most precious subject. So it was to our beloved mutual friend and
brother, Mr. \Valker.
I cannot tell yon how deeply I feel the loss of our departed friend.
And what a loss to his much-loved flock, to this city, and to
the Church of God generally!
He will be sadly missed by
us all.
How very clearly and completely did he grasp and
preach the whole covenant of God!
How very cordial and
constant his love for Christ, His cause, and His people! How
sunny his face, how affectionate his greetings, and how transparent,
upright, and consistent his whole life! How vely marked his separation
from the world, and his consecration to God! "What a noble example
he has left us! Oh, that, like him, we may live and labour for Christ
alone, and then at Christ's glorious coming enjoy the full blessedness
of personal recognition and reunion in the presence of our God for ever!
Affectionately yours,
B1'istol, Dec. 13, 1879.
R. CORNALL.
[We most fully endorse all that our friend and brother has said in
reference to our departed brother. Constantly is the mind reverting
to the fact that he is no more! The feeling is doubtless intensified by
the recollection of how short a time it is since he was sitting with us
in our study, and we were holding communion one with the
other. vVe saw him but once after that interview, and how little did
we imagine it was our last meeting. vVeak as he was, he was, never-
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theless, so cheerful and bright. His whole bearing bespoke a simple
resting upon God.
He was indeed "like a shock of corn, fully ripe,
just ready to be cut down, and gathered into the heavenly granary."
His Lord "had need of him."
He had nearly done with him
here.
He has therefore taken him to be with Him up there t:
His heart had long br-en 2.bove.
"Where his heart then was
his spil'it now is.
"Absent from the body, present with the
Lord."
vVe miss him, and shall do so greatly, in common with
multitudes. Truly, long have we said his worth would never be known
till he was gone! His testimony will remain when that of his opponents
will be sunk in a well-merited oblivion. ,Vell, dear brother, the Lord
of His great mercy grant us to be followers of him, in so far as he
followed his blessed Lord and l\Iaster; and let us hope that, in due
time, the gracious Master will "come and call for us" also. Our brother
may "not return to us," but we hope "to go to him." ,Ye oftentimes
exult in the mercy with regard to the departed and personally glorifiecI
ones, that "they without us cannot be made perfect."-ED.]

CHURCH CONGRESSES.
(From the Rock.)
IT appears to me that those calling themselves Evangelical teachers,
who advocate an attendance upon Church Congresses, lose sight of
one most important fact: it is the danger to the young and inexperienced from being brought into contact with men of winning manners
and wily argument. Be it remembered, moreover, that their reasoning and sophistry are congenial to our poor fallen flesh. There was
One, and One alone, who could say, "The prince of this world
cometh, and hath nothing in Me." ,Vhen this treacherous enemy is
allowed to assault the poor fallible creature, he does so in the most
subtle and crafty manner, adapting himself to circumstances. Never
is he more sUl:cessful than when "transforming himself into an angel
of light." How many a young, professed disciple of Jesus has been
captivated and fatally tllsnared by the gentleness of manner, the oily
tongue, and the sophistical lleasoning of the emissaries of Rome!
Perhaps, as an old m2.n, just verging upon his seventieth yea.r, I
may be allowed to give a word of warning to my younger brethren,
as based upon personal experience. Some forty years ago I was most
unexpectedly brought into collision with a young and zealous Roman.
Catholic. I had had business transactions with him, as an artist, for
some time, but, previous to the interview of which I am about to
speak I had no idea that he was a Romanist. This I quite casually discovered by his manner at my submitting to him a subject for illustration.
The most specious and subtle arguments, upon his part, followed the discovery of his creed; so specious and so subtle were they that, at this
distant day, I perfectly remember feeling thus: "Oh, if I had not been
taught better-if I had so 'learned Christ! '-my faith is so weak, and so
little have I been made up in argument, that I should be sure to give
way. To all intents and purposes I should 'make shipwreck of faith
and a good conscience.'''
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Again, well do I remember, some five-and-thirty years ago, being
upon the Continent, how thoroughly I was disgusted with all I saw and
heard in the places of Popish resort and observances; but, whilst walking
one day, I was, of a sudden, perfectly charmed with the appearance and,
bearing of a noman Catholic priest towards a little boy whom he happened to meet. As upon the previous occasion to which I have just
alluded, I felt how great was the mercy that my keeping was not in
my own hands.
Another gentle hint, by way of caution, permit me to give. Fornearly twelve years I lived in the very midst of Roman Catholicism,
in the sister isle. Hence I had abundant opportunity of witnessing its
pnctical working day by day. To the industrial schools which I established in connection with the parochial schools, noman Catholics were
admitted in common with the Protestants. The repeated attacks fro In
the nomish so-called "altars," as well as from the press, failed in the
withdrawal of the noman Catholic children from the schools. This.
mortified the priests, and made them the more bitter against me. FOI'
this hostility I have ever had occasion to thank God. Had they
attempted to fraternize, it might have thrown me off my guard, and
snbjected me to incalculable harm. On the contrary, the hostile bearing
of both Romish press and priesthood, under God, kept me continuously
upon my watch-tO\yer.
I have heard it stated, by one who for many years was personally
acquainted with the late beloved Bishop of Cashel, that there was one
weak point in his character-that was flattery. From careful observation,
much as I loved and revered him, I must acknowledge my belief that
such infirmity did exist. Hence'I argue that, if one so well lmown foe
his steadfastness in and for :the truth, which was such as to lead to his
being called after a certain prominent object in his own diocese,
namely, "The Rock of Cashel "-if such an one were open to temptation, through plausibility and flattery, what shall we say in regard tothe perilous position of the young and inexperienced, when such arE}
brought into contact with error and delusion, and anti-Scriptural
opinions, presented in the most captivating and attractive way by crafty
and designing men 1
I maintain that such is the deceitfulness and treachery of the carnal
heart, and so acceptable to the pride and self-sufficiency of the creatureare mere human devices and fleshly practices, in the matter of so-called
religion, that no man (of however long standing or experience) is of
himself proof against them. It behoves us ever to bear in mind that
every true spiritual blessing is vouchsafed in opposition to the wisdom
and the will of the natural or carnal heart. Moreover, it equally behoves
us to remember that the great object of Rome is most thoroughly to
indoctrinate her votaries with her dogmas. It is proverbial that the
priests challenge the uprooting of their instruction, if so be a child has
been left in their charge up to nine or ten years of age. Except in
the schools under the auspices of the Irish Church Missions, Protest~nt
children are by no means made up in controversy to the same extent as
the children of Roman Catholic parents.
Further, in these mixed assemblies at congresses, where, alas! the
prevailing element is Romanism in disguise, the obtaining a fair, de1'i:-
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berate, and impartial hearing is out of the question. To defeat by noise
and tumult is one of Rome's crafty devices.
Taking these various reasons into consideration, I should say of congresses, to my younger brethren especially-DoN'T GO.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster.
'-...

UNDER THE CROSS.
STRONG was the fearful temptation that tried me,
Power from the Strong One 1masked was denied me,
Yet, in the strength of the promise, I hide me
Under the cross.
There shall the cords of my anguish be broken,
There shall the sweet words of pardon be spoken,
I of heaven's favour shall get a fresh token
Under the cross.
Justice e'en now for my doom is appealing.
Hark! from the white throne the sentence is pealing,
"Strike, if you dare, while the sinner is kneeling
Under the cross!"
Tears of contrition that sentence is bringing;
Yet the full life-tide of joy is upspringing.
Oh! can ye wonder that now I am singing
"Cnder the cross?
True, when the light of the morrow is dawning,
Fears may return, and the foe's subtle fawning;
Yet I shall ever be safe as this morning
"Cnder the cross.
Jesus, I think of my weakness with weeping;
Be Thine own power the sheltered one keeping.
Shield me; but, oh, let me never be sleeping
Under the cross.
Keep me from sinning, 0 God, I implore Thee;
Give of Thy strength to the weak one before Thee.
Jesus, my Jesus, I love-I adore Thee
Under the cross.
There would I be while the love-light is gleaming
Out of Thine eyes, and the life-blood is streaming
Over my conscience. Oh! who could be dreaming
Under the cross?
There would I be when earth's comforts are flying;
There, when the young heart forgets all its sighing,
Keep me, 0 Holy One, living or dying,
Under the cross.

GTeat B£Lddow.

MRS.

T.

CHAPLIN.

"Oh," says the believer, "I'll be a blank in Thy hand, Lord; I'll
be anything, I'll be nothing, so that. I may but glorify Thee."

-
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Sermons by the late Rev. James John Eastmead, fOT nearly Twenty-two
Years Minister of Tyldesley Chapel. With a Portrait and a Short
Sketch of his Life. Manchester: S. Pimlott and Co., 7, Blackfriars
Street.
CONVINCED; as we increasingly are, of the lack of the preaching of
the pure and unadulterated Gospel, in the times which have lighted
upon us, we exceedingly rejoice in such testimonies as those contained
in the volume before us. They, as applied by the Holy Ghost, carry
a weight and a savour and a power 'with them which never attaches
itself to the mere letter of truth. The gentle flow from heart to heart,
as those hearts are distinctly wrought upon by the eternal Spirit, is
a part of that holy influence of which we read, "The secret of the
Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant."
There is, moreover, another distinguishing feature between the mere
letter and the power of the Holy Ghost as attending the IVord. In the
former there is no retention; the IVord takes no hold, and therefore
has no abiding. The hearing was attended, it lllay be, with a present
interest and the approYaI of the judgment, but nothing more. But,
when the Gospel comes "not in word only, but also in power, and in
tue Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," what a hearthold it both
attains and retains! There is no robbing the soul of that. The word
itself may be forgotten j the savour may in measure and degree subside;
fears and disquietude may arise as to personal right and title to the
testimony, but withal the nmembrance of the season remains, and hope
is connected therewit.h.
In the absence, therefore, of such preachers and preaching, how glad
are we for such testimonies as the volume before us contains! How
many a poor lonely and desolate heart-oppressed reader will be gladdened
by what is herein handed down! This departed servant of the Most
High God, " being dead, yet speaketh j " and we doubt not his testimony
will be specially blessed to the edification, encouragement, and establishment of many precious souls. IVe entertain the fullest conviction
that a rich blessing 'will attend this book, and, therefore, with all our
heart we commend it to the attention of our readers, hoping that the
mind of the bereaved widow may be cheered and comforted by seeing
the hand of the Lord in regard to the circulation of a work so calculated
to glorify the Master and prove a "word ill season" to His dear
followers.
The sermons are preceded by a short but deeply-interesting sketch
of the departed preacher. His call home was a somewhat sudden one,
but his dying testimony was very blessed. IVith regard to health
and the non-interruption of his pulpit-work, his case assimilated to
that of dear Mr. VVALKER, for, as will be seen elsewhere, he was
never laid aside by illness during his two-and-twenty years' ministry
at Mary-Ie-port Church, so we read, in regard to the beloved minister
of Tyldesley, that "during the whole time of his ministry there, he
had never missed his Sunday work through illness." Moreover, the
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testimony which Mr. EASTilIEAD bore to some friends who visited him
during his illness was exactly in the words which passed between
Ml'. "IVALl-mR and omselves, in our last interview but one"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at ;],11 ;
But Jesus Christ is my All in all."

The finale of Mr. EASTMEAD'S career was very blessed. "He had
been wont to pray," says his biographer, " that, when he came to death,
that death might be a sleep, and that sleep on the hosom of Jesus;
and Gael granteel him his 1'e1.Juest. He passed away at 11.8 p.m. on
Satmday, June 28th, 1879, as a child falling asleep in the arlllS of its
mother, the last distinguishable words being" , Nothing in my hands I bring.
Simply to Thy cross I cling ~ , "

The Cross; Heathen anel ChTistian. A fragmentary K otice of it,:; early
Pagan existence, and subsequent Christian adoption. 'Yith Illustrations. By MOURAST BROOK, M.A. London: Seeley, Jackson, and
Halliday.
AT the close of an elaborate essay upon the subject of the cross, in
which the author has been at considerable pains to collect facts and
illustrations, he combats the idea that the" sign of the cross is made
to arm oneself against every temptation of the devil," and very reasonably inquires, "vVhere, we would like to know, does the writer
learn that the deyil fears anel flies frolll this charm 1 Does the Scripture
so teach us 7" He then quotes a fact in regard to a certain rock near
a gambling-house at Monte Carlo, three hundred feet in height, onrlooking the sea, and notorious for its suicides. "~ear the bastion,"
writes one, "on the Promenade St. Martin, I \fas \falking. March
19, 1873, at 6 p.m., when I perceived a man standing upright on
the precipice. He made the sign of the cross, and as he saw me ad\'ance,
leaped int0 the sea! 'When I had reached the spot he had disappeared."
" The sign of the cross and-death!
Superstition and-self-murder! "

Well does Mr. BROOK say, "Reader, let us take warning, and 'flee
from idolatry.' "

Happy Days; being the "Little Foll~s'" Annual for 1880. London:
Cassell, Petter, Galpin, and Co.
A WONDERFUL achievement has been performed by the young readers
of this popular periodical. Early in the present year the proprietors
instituted a prize competition for (;oloured copies of the" Little Folks'
Painting Book," the prominent feature of the scheme being that all tlw
books were eventually to be distributed among the Children's Hospitals,
as a Christmas present from the young artists. In response to the
invitation thus offered to the readers of Little Fol7.:s, hands and brains
have been very busy for six months past, and during the closing days
of the competition the number of books received hy the Editor has
averaged as many as five hundred copies a eleGY, thus bringing up to many
tho1lsCl/nds the total nnmber of painted books received. As a result,

....

-
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then, thousands ot beautifully coloured books-more interesting than
scrap-books, as the pictures are accompanied by amusing letterpresswill be available for distribution among the Children's Hospitals.

The Tabernacle and the Priesthood. Lectures delivered at Bethesda
Chapel, Dublin. By the late Rev. W. H. KRAUSE, A.M. Dublin:
George Herbert.
THOSE who are acquainted with the late Mr. KRAUSE'S works-and
these are by no means limited in number-will be glad to know
that the volume above named, which had run out of print, is now
republished. Signally owned by the Most High as was the personal
ministry of this eminent servant of Christ, we believe that the publication of his Sermons and Lectures, since his death, has been far
more effective, in point of wide-spread blessing, than even his personal
ministry, because his printed works luwe taken a much wider range.
We remember being informed by Mr. Herbert (the publisher) some
two-and-twenty years ago, that upwards of eighteen thousand volumes
of the Lectures and Sermons had then been issued. vVe trust the
republication of these Lectures will be attended with a revival of the
interest in Mr. KRAUSE and his labours.
The Emngeliwl Adcocate alul Protestant Witness. Edited by Mrs. ROBERT
PEDDlE, Author of "The Dawn of the Second Reformation in Spain,"
and Editor of "Times of Refreshing in Spain." Edinburgh: Religious
Tract Society j John Maclaren and Son.
CONSIDERING the effort which is now being made to bring Scotland
under the Popish yoke, we hail with pleasure the appearance of this
"New Monthly Magazine of Christian Life and Truth." The lady who
has undertaken the responsibility of conducting this new serial is already
well known for buth her talent and zeal in the Lord's cause, and we
heartily wish her eyery possible success in this fresh effort to promote
His cause and interest in this Laodicean age. The enemy is "up and
doing" with a witness.
ell may the professed people of God seek,
therefore, to counteract his efforts, and endeavour to scatter "the
incorruptible seed, by the IVord of God, which liveth and abideth for

'V

ever."

Footp?'ints of a Life. In ilIemor!! (If the beloved Princess Alice of Great
Britain and Ireland, Gmnd .IJnchess of Hesse Eanllstaclt. London:
Hatchards.
A ~IOST interesting compilation from numerous sources of the comments of the public press upon the death of the late so justly-lamented
Princess Alice. It is beautifully got up, and will serve as a remembrancer for the library or drawing-room table of a most inestimable
character. The Princess, like her beloved father, will long live in the
grateful memories of an attached nation, and this may well prove a
solace to the bereaved royal wife and mother. Should any profits accrue
from the sale of this book, they are to be devoted to the work in which
the talented compiler (the widow of the late Dean GOODE) takes so
practical an interest, namely, "The Corallin8 Orphan Home, Penmaenmawr, in memory of the Princess Alice."
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Hints to Ct Sunday-School Teacher. By the Rev. C. G. B.lSKERVILLE, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Silas', Lozells. near Birmingham. London: S. 'rV.
Partridge and Co.; Birmingham: C. Caswell.
THESE are such truly valuable and practical "Hints" as justly to
commend themselves to every Sunday-school teacher who enters with a
right spirit into his or her work. That that work is a momentous and
a highly important work there can be no question; and well may those
about to engage in it ask themselves the question, ",Vho is sufficient
for these things ~ " They may, at the same time, take eyery encourage·
ment from the Apostle's testimony, contained in the last part of the
first chapter of 1 Corinthians, as to whom and what the Lord uses
for the furtherance of His work. The Apostle's testimony is in sweet
accord with that of the prophet, "Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
Grove Chapel Tmcts, No. 24. By THO:llAS BRADBURY, ~Iinister of
Grove Chapel, Camberwell. To be had of the author, 40, Loye Walk,
Camberwell, S.E.
THIS is one of that valuable series called "Grove Chapel Tracts." The
one before us is entitled RICHARD MARGINSON VIALLS, being the brief
history of a yOlmg man who was snddenly seized with illness, and
speedily taken home. The saving effects of the clear Gospel testimony
proclaimed from Grove Chapel pulpit were richly apparent in the living
as well as the dying experience of the departed. His case is a distinct and emphatic contradiction to those who insinuate that no
benefici:11 results issue, in a way of conversion, from the bold and
unflinching proclamation of the doctrines of grace. A heart-searching
preacher leads to a heart-searching people, and the test is a peaceful
death-bed.
Bethesdct .lWission, Portsmouth. Eighth Annual Repor. Portsmouth:
H. Lems.
WE have, at different times, visited both the Halls got up in connection with these interesting and most important missions, and "e
are prepared personally to testify to the great. blessing that has remlted
from Captain KEY'S most laborious, persevering, and self-denying efforts
in connection with this great and good work. In the pro'idence of
Goel, he is not only admirably adapted for such a work, but, by the
same good and gracious hand, is placed in a position to carry it out
in a manner and to an extent which falls to the lot of few. vVe,
therefore, from our inmost soul, wish him God-speed, and the rich
continuance of that marked blessing which has hitherto attended his
labours.
Words of Comfort. London: Book Society. Bristol: 'V. Mack.
WE are most thankful whenever we see the words of God exhibited.
because we know that "His VV'ord shall not retmn unto Him void;
but it shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper
in the tIling whereto He sent it." We have before us a new set
of texts, most beautifully got up. Their very appearance will secure
them a prominent position in the house, and secure them thousands
of readers, and who can tell where the Holy Ghost may read them
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into the heart 1 'Ve rej oice to know that Mr. MACK has issued
these illuminated texts, not simply by the hundred or the thousand,
but even by the tens of thousands! These" IVords of Comfort" are
a beautiful eighteenpenny worth.

-

The Third Annual Report of the Sailors' Boole Mission for the Year 1878.
WE believe this to be the early stage of a great and good work This
(although only the thinl report as yet issued) contains a number of telling
facts, clearly illustrative of the beneficial effects attendant upon this
fresh effort to meet the claims of our poor sailors. That those claims
are great, no right.minded person can for one moment doubt. 'Ve
are deeply indebted to those fellow-workers who brave the dangers
of the ocean to supply our many wants j the least we can do, in
return, is to seek as best we can to minister to the welfare of their
immortal souls.
Bunyar/s Pilgrim's Progress. Illustrated. London: Book Society. Bristol:
W. i\-Iack.
THIS is one of the cheapest and best editions of this invaluable work
we have ever seen. Being 0ctavo in size, it is much more easily
handled than the quarto editions, and the type is so large and clear
as to adapt it.self to the aged and those of imperfect si~ht. It is,
at he same time, a marvel of cheapness, having an illuminated frontispiece, a number of good illustrations, and most tastefully bound.
The Sower and the Little Gleaner. London: Houlston and Sons j and
E. Wilmshurst, Blackheath.
THESE are the yearly volumes of these valuable monthlies. The former
contains a vast amount of readable matter, calculated in an eminent
degree, to instruct and cheer the Christian inquirer. The latter, beside
being rich in anecdote and short pithy pieces, is copiously illustrated,
and hence is :1dmirably adapted for the young, for whom the work
is specially designed.

Volume for 1879. The Prize. Volume for 1879. London:
W. IVeJls Gardener.
ONE of the remarkable features of the present age is the care and
skill displayed in the production of children's books. The volumes
before us are profusely and beautifully illustrated, and are in every
way capital presents or prizes. With what glee will they be welcomed
by many happy little ones!

Chatterbox.

"

The Sixth Annual Report of the Gospel Bool~ ilfi.'sion to the Army and
N(wy. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge.
THIS Report gives a sketch of the very important work in which 1\1r.
BrideI' (of SalisbUTY) is engaged. No unprejudiced reader can peruse
it without coming to the conclusion that it is the Lord's will, and
deserving of every encoUTagement.
Gleanings from the Life and Tectching of Ch1·ist. By HENRY H. BOURN,
Author of "Christ in the Pentateuch," &c. London: Elliot Stock
THOSE who have appreciated Mr. Bourn's former writings will be glad
to see this new volume from his pen. It is the outcome of expo-
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sitions given at various periods of his ministry, but prepared for the
Pt:ess whilst laid aside by severe illness.
()ld Anthony's Secret. By SARAH DOUDNEY. A Story of Crossport, and
other Stories. By SARAH DOUDNEY, Author of "Old Anthony's
Secmt," &c. London: The Religious Tract Society.
PERHAPS the best practical comment we can give upon these two works
-is that six-and-twenty copies were selected as prizes at our annual distribution for the St. Luke's Sunday and day schools.
The Christian's A1:mour. By the Rev. L. R. AYRE, :r.r.A., Vicar of Holy
Trinity, Ulverston. London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co.
AN excellent exposition of Ephesians vi. 11-1 ; thoroughly sound
.and practical.
The Herald of Mercy. Volume for 1879. London: Morgan and Sco .
EXTREMELY cheap and attractin-looking; full of striking incidents and
good engravings; it is likely to find a welcome, and be made a hIe-sing
in many homes.
"Ve have also received, and can cordially recommend :-" The Quiver,"
<c Hand and Heart," "Our Own Fireside," "Day of Days," "British
"Yorkman," "Day of Rest," &c., &c.
A TRIBUTE TO THE BELOVED MEMORY OF THE LATE
REV. S. A.. "VALKER.
sorrow rests on many a heart,
And" Oh, spare!" are the "ords we
pray;
For a life that has borne a noble part
Is ebbing fast away.

])EEP

And tearful the
ones,
As they pause
And realize from
,They shall see
lllore.
"But

looks of inquiring
at the outer door,
the brief sad words,
that loved form no

joy is mingled with falling
tears,
For 'tis told of the "perfect peace"
That fills the mind of the prostrate
one,
As he calmly a waits release.

Farewell, bra,e champion of the
truth;
For thee we mus rejoice'
Though for ourseh-es "e del' ly
mourn,
X more to hear thy voice.

°

Thy !Pits "ere rare. Thank Go
those gifts
Devoted were to Him ;
And faithful words thou "ould>'
spare,
Poor mortals' smiles to "in.

°

The honour of J eho,ah's name
By thee was always sought;
And, listening to thy "ords, "e felt
Thou "ert most deeply taught.

",Vhy God would ha,e His sen-ant
And now the Angel of Death draws
cease
From work we cannot tell ;
near,
To loosen the silver cord;
IVe prayed, "Oh, spare!" but this "e
And the happy soul, on joyous wing,
know,
Mounts up to meet its Lord.
He doeth all things well.
Father, when on the bed of death
'Ye wait for our release,
Like thy dear servant, oh, may we
Be kept in "perfect peace" !

A. S. B.

