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"I WILL GO BEFORE THEE."-A NEW YEAR'S MOTTO.
(ISAIAll xlv. 2.)

will not that suffice, reader? What cau we want more?
It is a new and altogether uutrodden yoar over the threshold
of which (the Lord permitting) we are about to step. As we cannot
tell what even a single hour may witness, how little can we
conceive or imagine what a whole year may reveal! How many
who commence the year in time will close it in vast eternity!
Multitudes who have watched the progress of days, and months,
and years here will, ere 18~1 has passed away, have entered
upon the eternal hereafter, where all such reckonings and records
will have for ever ceased.
The thought is solemn-intensely so. We feel it as we write;
yea, so much so, that we pause, and are roady to drop the
pen, that we may contemplate the fact in silent awe. There is
something so overpowering in the reflection of the for ever
closing the eye upon all with which one has been so long
familiar, and "the place that now knows us knowing us no
more for ever."
Personally, with the advance of years and the decay of nature,
we try to realize the fact. vVe mentally gaze upon the vacant
chair, the void seat; the study and its various appliances fallen
into disuse. All and everything in regard to which thoughts
and time and energies were brought to bear have become
matters of the past. All presents a silent void, except in the
l"ecollection of survivors.
Oh, reader, as we contemplate these realities-for realities they
are-we cannot but be forcibly reminded of the words of Solomon,
who, speaking of the rich man, says, "As he came forth of his
mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and
shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in
his hand." Again, says Solomon, "A man to whom God hath
given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing
for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not
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power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and
it is an evil disease" (Eccles. vi. 2). "He cometh in with
vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered
with darkness." "All the days of his vain life which he spendeth
as a shadow; for who can tell a man what shall be after him
under the sun?" The Psalmist, moreover, speaking upon the
same subject, says: "Surely every man walketh in a vain show:
surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them" (Psalm xxxix. 6).
But oh, believer, he adds-and here is our comfort-" And
now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in Thee."
How gladly we turn from the contemplation of men, as suoh,
given up to the extreme folly-yea, the absolute and utter
senselessness-of seekffig to make their nest here-the absurdity
. of adding house to house and field to field-as though they were
about to live alway, and yet death and vast eternity staring them
in the face! Reminded, moreover, such are; day by day of
their own mortality by the dccay of nature, the increase of personal weakness and infirmities, and the calling away of friends
and neighbours upon their right hand and their left.
We are bound to say that the more we consider our fellowmen as thus engrossed and absorbed with the vain, fleeting, and
unsatisfactory cares and concerns of this life, the more we are
astounded at the infatuating, delusive, and destructive power
which Satan has obtained over them. How well does the· Holy
Ghost, by the Psalmist, testify of such, where He says: "Surely
Thou didst set them in slippery places: Thou castedst them down
into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in
a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream
when one awaketh; so, 0 Lord, when Thou awakest, rrhou shalt
despise their image" (Psalm lxxiii. 18-20).
But now, dear child of God, whatever may bfl thine exercises
-however complicated thy case, or acute thy sulferings and
sorrows-for what an immensity hast thou cause for gratitude,
in that the Lord has been pleased to arrest thee in thy former
thoughtlessness, worldliness, heathenism, and carna.lity; separated
thee from a world lying in the wicked one; brought thee
as a penitent and a pauper to His footstool, and set thee on
pilgrimage through a waste, howling wilderness to that "rest
which remains for the people of God;" yea, more, He has
given thee a right and a title to an "inheritance which is
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away."
Ah! who can tell how many that read what we now write
shall have reached that better land ere the year shall close,. and
shall have sat down with Abraham, and Isaac, and J acob, in
the kingdom of their God and Saviour? Now on the battlefield-now in the midst of the dread conflict, in deadly warfare
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with the world, the flesh, and the devil-but perhaps, ere the
year shall have run its round, shall, as far as they are concerned, hear the trumpet-note, "Cease fighting!" and receive
the welcome message, "Child, come home!"
Ah! reader, how much more welcome that "Come home!"
because of the dangers and difficulties, and the darkness and
distresses, encountered on pilgrimage! The longer and the more
wearisome the journey, the sweeter the home-rest to the footsore traveller. The rougher the voyage, the calmer the harbour
The harder and the more
to the tempest-tossed mariner.
deadly the battle, the more welcome to the warrior the gladsome
proclamation of "peace." The longer on foreign service, the
greater delight to the soldier the first glimpse of his native land.
But now, dear reader, whatever may be our position on
pilgrimage-whether we are only just by grace divine entering
upon it, or are far advanced in it, or drawing nigh to its close,
as advancing years and growing infirmities would seem to intimatewhat can be so cheering or timely, upon the opening of a new
and untrodden year, as the joyous assurance," I WILL GO BEFORE
THEE" ?
Ah! what could be so soothing or fear-assuaging as
the covenant promise to the children of Israel, "Behold, I send
an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring
thee into the place which I have prepared"? After J ehovah
had graciously promised, "My presence shall go with thee, and
I will give thee rest," you remember the blessed stand-for a
blessed stand it was-which Moses made when he said, "If Thy
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence." This was
the pivot upon which all turned in the heart and estimation of
Moses-the presence nf the Lord Jelwulh. He knew that all wa&
well if that were vouchsafed; for where the Lord's presence was,.
there would be His power-His protection-His provision-and what
more could Moses, or Israel, or any poor pilgrim want ? We
question if, in the anticipation of the future, with all its untrodden ground and as yet unseen developments, any cry has.
more frequently or fervently burst from the heart of the Lord's
poor timid and trembling pilgrims than that exclamation of
Moses, "If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence."
Yea', to this they cling as a drowning man would clutch the
life-buoy or the rope thrown to his aid.
Moreover, in proportion as the Lord leads His people into a
knowledge of themselves, as poor and polluted worms, and as
they are led into a personal and practical knowledge of the,
hum~liati~g description of the wind-up of poor helpless humanity.
as gwen III the last chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastes, what
have such to fall back upon but the covenant word of a covenant
God to and on behalf of a covenant people? Here, and here
alone, is their stronghold. Here their staff and here their s~ay.
B
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The "Thus saith the Lord;" the "I will" and thn "They shall "
of a covenant J ehovah; the" And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee
good." Here are Faith's pleas-here her" strong arguments."
Moreover, equally timely and equally powerfLll arn the entreaties
and the reminders. "Thou hast said. 'I will insj ruet thee and
teaeh thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee
with Mine eye;'" "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy
days, so shall thy strength be;" "Thy bread shall be given thee,
and thy waters 8hallbe sure;" " No weapon formed against
thee shall prosper, and every tongue rising in jud.gment against
thee thou shalt condemn;" "Thine enemies shall be found liars
unto thee;" " Thou shalt still bring forth fruit in 010. age,
to show that the Lord is upright, and that there is no unrighteousness in Him;" "And even to your old age I am He;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you; I have made, and I
will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver yon;" "The path
of the just is as the shining light, which shineth more and more unto
the perfect day;" "The righteous shall hold on his way, and
ho that hath clean hands shflJl wax stronger and strongcr;" "At
ovening time it shall be light;" "He shall bring forth the hcadstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it! "
Beloved, here is a cluster of arguments, appeals, and assurances
with which to step over the threshold of a new and altogether
strange and unhodden year. They are all in sweet harmony
with the blessed pledge at the head of this paper, "I WILL co
REFORE TUEE."
They are the promises which the writer, for
himself as well as for others, presents at the footstool of
mercy day and night before the Lord.
He has nothing
else to fall back upon-no doings of the creature-no fleshly
free-will performances-no experiences-no faith as a ground of
his independence-no reserved wisdom or strength or courage.
No, no, nothing-nothing but the absolute covenant declarations
of that Almighty J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, of
whO'll we read, in Hebrews vi. 17 - ~O, "Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie,
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have as
an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil j whither the Forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the
order of :M:elchisedec."
Reader, here is our watchword for the unknown, untrodden
1881: "I WILL GO BEFOH,E THEE." "Lord, be it unto
us according- to Thy word."
St. Luke's, Beclminster, Dfcemoer 6th, 1880.
THE EDITOR.
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IN THE MIDST OF THE WORLD, YET NOT OF IT.

"The 1'ight lumd of the LonZ bringeth mighty tkings to pass."
-PSALM cxviii. 15.
IN the world, yet not of it. There is a secret here, and "the secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him." But it is a marvellous
thing-a man plunged into all the perplexity of pounds, shillings, and
pence, neck deep in commercial life and commercial strife, with
surroundings of a most uncongenial character-all this and much more,
and yet not of the world; or a W0man dragged down to earth amidst
the anxious details of domestic care, struggling on, it may be, with
an increasing fmnily. and all the bewildering uprisings of the hour by
hour, and yet in the world, and not of it. There is, we repeat,
something marvellous here. How can it be ~ I own it is a difficulty
to touch tar, and not be daubed with it-to be in the" fire, and not
be burned-but the oil of the Spirit will preserve the child of God
from being polluted; and He who was with the Hebrew youths in the
fiery furnace is with all His people in their furnace of care and
afHiction.
Let us, then, think together, beloved, of the Christian in the midst
of the world, yet not of it. "What a portentious word is that-the
"w01·ld"! The Scripture speaks of "the spirit of the world;" "the
friendship of the world, which is enmity with God;" "the filth of the
world." It tells us that "the whole world lieth in wickedness," or
in the wicked one; and that "all the world is guilty before God."
Our blessed Lord also speaks of "the hatred of the world;" and
David prays to have his soul delivered from "men of the world."
What a character, then, does the Bible give the world, and the people
of it; and yet, with all this and much more, the Christian is in it,
but not of it. This surely can only be by the possession of an
element, as it were, which cannot be tainted-the possession of the
life of God in the soul.
The world also is intrusive in its claims and clamorous in its
demands. It is "the horse-leech which hath two daughters, crying,
Give, give!" What a difficult thing it is, then, for the child of God
to disentangle himself from it! It weaves a web around us, and it
is a miracle of God's grace and goodness which keeps the soul from
being enthralled. Yet, with it all, our assertion shall stand true-in
the world, yet not of it. The tempest-tossed mariner, sailing amidst
shoals and icebergs, and yet steering so as not to make shipwreck of
his faith. The secret here is that Jesus, the Captain of our salvation,
is at the helm, or we most certainly should fail. The pilgrim walking
in the midst of snares, and yet his feet not entrapped. The only
solution of this is, "The Lord will keep the feet of His saints."
"They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great
waters; these see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the
deep;" ami they that have to go dOW~l into the world, these see the
mighty works of the devil, and his ravages among sinful men.
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I often think, "What a legion of theory preachers we have in this
day! " They stand above the people, and preach over their heads.
Let them come down to the pew experience; let them learn the hard
work it is to live as a Christian in the world, and yet not of it;
and then their teaching and preaching would be more acceptable to
the tried Christian man of business, and they could better sympathize
with such, and point them to Him who once trod this earth of ours,
but is now exalted at the right hand of God.
Well, then, to our point--in the world, yet not of it. vVQ are not
propounding an imagination of man's brain, but a positiou referred to
by our Lord Himself: "Father, I pray not that Thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the
evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world."
This is the point. May tho Lord the Spirit enable us to ponder over
this precious fact. In the world they are-of it they are not. Truly,
in order to carry it out, has the Lord in our experience, dear reader,
"brought mighty things to pass."
But, with our Bible open before us, we think, first, of how this was
just the position of the Bible saints-in the world, but not of it. In
it in varied walks of life, and in many cases in strange positions and
queer vocations, and yet, with it all, living loose to the world and
in secret communion with God. There were Bible saints whose
occupation was of a more exalted character, and there were those who
were struggling on in the toil of trade, and others in humbler walks in
life. For instance, in more exalted positions there was J osepb, who
became the greatest man in Pharaoh's court, next to the king himself;
N ehemiah, the king's cup-bearer; Daniel, prime minister in the court
of Nebuchadnezzar; Erastus, chamberhin of the city of Antioch; Luke,
the beloved physician; and Cornelius, the centurion.
JOSEPH, in his exalted position in the court of Pharaob, attributing
all his prosperity to the Lord. "God," said he, "hath made me
forget all my toil. God hath caused mo to be fruitful in the land
of my aflliction." It is sweet, if the Lord blesses with anything like
prosperity after years of adversity, to praise ani! adore His name for it.
NEHEi\IIAH also. He says, "I wa~ the king's cup-bearer." Most
probably in that capacity he was responsible for the wine presented to
the king, and must have had much to do with the king's stores; yet
his heart was upon the welfare of God's ancient people, and throughout
his career he fully testified that his stronghold was prayer to the God
of heaven.
Again, DANIEL, in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, whom the king
made a great man, and gave many gifts, and made him ruler over
the whole province, yet we find this dear man of God purposing in
his heart not to dcfile himself, blessing the name of his God for ever
and ever, pleading with Him for divine guidance and strength, and
attributing all the wisdom and might obtained to Him. Temptations
of a peculiar character must have surrounrled him in his exalted
position, yet, by the strength of his God, he lived out the life of faith
and patience.
Then, again, ERAsTUs, chamberlain of the city of Antioch, an officer,
wc presume, who would have the care of thc treasures of the city,
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and the disbursement of public expenses -a most responsible position,
and one fraught with much careful thought and attention; yet, in
the midst of such weighty pressure, we find him finding time to
greet the brethren at Rome, testifying thereby that his heart was
with them in their gatherings in the name of the Lord.
Then, again, LUKE, the beloved physician, the evangelist, and
constant companion of the Apostle Paul in his troubles. As a
physician, he wonld be doubtless a m[l,n of deep study and thought,
well acquainted with the special maladies which human nature is heir
to; and yet Paul calls him "beloved," evidencing that he was a
brother in Christ, a fellow-labourer with him in the Gospel, and who
like Erastus, loved to greet the brethren in the Lord. How nice it
is in our boJily afflictions to have the attendance of a physician or
doctor who can minister spiritual comfort as well as medicine for the
body! We have some Lukes in the profession. Thank God for it.
Then, :1gain, COIWELIUS, the centurion, a man having a hundred
men under him of the Italian band, therefore a man having authority
yet a de\'out man, and one that feared God. So it will be seen that
the Christian may be called to occupy an exalted position on earth,
and be in the world, yet not of it.
But to turn to Bible saints amidst the toil of trade. There were,
for instance, JAr.IU;S, JOHN, and SaWN, fishermen, who, when in the
midst of mending their nets, either in their ships or on the sea-shore,
heard the divine command, "Follow Me!"
Again, there was ZAccHAms, who no doubt had accumulated riches
in his occupation of pUblican, or tax-gatherer, yet brought down from
his hiding-place amidst the thick foliage of a sycamore tree to receive
the Lord God of his salvation into his abode. Then did he want to
lay his riches at the feet of Jesus.
Then there was Peter sent to the house of SIMON, the tanner. The
skins of animab, sa.turated in some vegetable extract, when stirred,
send forth anything but a pleasant effluvia; yet doubtless Simon lived
in such an atmosphere, and was subject to all the unpleasantness of
his toil; and here was Peter to be found, speaking the things commanded him of God.
PAUL himself also was a tent-maker. "Vho more strongly than he
felt, in the language of the Church, "I am black, but comeiy, 0 ye
daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of
Solomon" 1 So it is. Let the Christian be a son of toil, trading as
a fisherman, tax-collector, tanner, or tent-maker-no matter what-if
a child of God, he is, though in the world, yet not of it.
The same also with Bible saints whose occupation was of an
agricultural character. There were, for instance, Noah the husbanclman,
and David the shephel.'d.
N OAR, a tiller of the ground. What a testimony the Lord gave
concerning him: "Thee have I seen righteous before Me in this
generation "-a single example surrounded by a sea of wickedness-a
tiller of the ground, with his own soul bearing fruit unto God.
Then there was DAVID also, once the shepherd, of whom his father
said, "he keepeth the sheep." How feelingly could he write of his
God, "All Thy paths drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures
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of the wilderness j and the little hills rejoice on every side. The
pastures are clothed with flocks j the valleys also are covered over
with corn j they shout for joy, they also sing." But in after-experience
as a king and warrior, what wonderful experiences he passed through 1
Ah! but how, alas! did he fall and become defiled with the sin 01
the world, yet not cast off. The Lord's "nevertheless" worked for
him, and, after much tossing and many trials, he could yet say, "In
the world, yet not of it."
It was also the same with many a Christian woman. There wag
LYDIA, the" seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira." She would
come much in contact with the rich man in his luxury, yet she could
wend her way to "where prayer was wont to be made j " and it was
there that the Lord opened her heart to "attend unto the things
which were spoken of Paul "-in the world, yet not of it.
There was DoncAs also, a woman "full of good works and almsdeeds," who was evidcntly highly esteemed, for, when her corpse was
laid out in an upver chamber, the widows stood around wt'eping, and
brought to Peter the coats and garments which Dorcas had made
when she was alive. Many other instances might be given of Christian
women as well as men deeply engaged in the toil of life, yet living
loosely to the world, showing that, while in the world, they arc yet
not of it.
But we must not pass over those who are not exactly ill the world,
for they are bedridden, or laid aside under the affiictive hand of God.
Ah! even here the world is not shut out. They have, like ourselves,
a world in their hearts. Brick walls will never shut out the spirit of
the world, nor will even the couch of suffering prevent the uprisings
of the corruptions of the heart, unle8s such suffering is deeply sanctified
by the Spirit of God. Christ is the only One that can set all right.
Peter's wife's mother lay sick of a fever, but Jesus was by the bedside. Then would there be sanctified suffering.
And, speaking of God's affiicted saints in the world, yet not of it,
we are reminded of a case to the point in our own experieuce. In
the year 1859, we spent a golden fortnight with the late revered LADY
LuCY SMITH. Her ladyship, wishing me to see RUTH BRYAN, well do
I remember leaving Wilford House and crossing the rapid Trent in a
ferry, proceeding to Nottingham, where in a bricky town house I
found the object of my search. Ruth was delighted to greet the
"'Wayside Notes" Writer; but, quickly passing fr0111 all earthly things,
she soared above in spirit, and poured out her soul in an ecstasy oi'
praise and thought. I know I felt like a child in divine things, and
could only silently listen to her sweet converse. Aillicted in body,
and, if I mistake not, supporting an aged mother by her needle,
here was indeed a li \'ely exemplification of being in the world, am!
yet not of it. Indeed, in the course of my experience, I never met
with a more exalted saint of God than dear RUTI-I BrWAN.
Just one case more of this living in the world, deop in its care,
and yet not of it; and it is an instance in our experience which wc
are sure our dear Editor will forgive us for mentioning. It was,
we think, either in the year 1842 or 1843 that we found ourselves
wending our way through an interminable labyrinth of streets in the
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great Metropolis in search of the old City Press. There were the teeming multitudes of people, all bent upon their own business. The thought
of my heart was to find out one whose writings in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE had become a source of comfort and profit to me. Well do
I remember, as I neared the spot, thoughts like these uprising: "But
how will he receive me ~ I am a perfect stranger to him. Surely there
is a degree of pre3umption about the movement; beside which, I have
got no particular errand to go with. 'What am I to say ~ How am I
to explain myself ~ " 'With such thoughts I well remember I was
ushered into the old counting-house of the old City Press. In the
midst of papers, books, files, and the sound of the clicking of printing
presses, sat the object of my search. I am sure I had not been in
his presence five minutes before all my fears and forebodings vanished,
and I became drawn out in brotherly love to him as we talked of
Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit realized by us. Clerks came
iu with questions to be answered, men had to receive orders, but here
was a dear man of God deeply immersed in all the anxiety of bu~iness
care, and yet, though in the world, not of it. It was just about that
time we find him writing, ,,'What I all right ~ Losses, crosses, and vexations ~ Yes, dear Lord, all right. 'Wisdom hath managed all and love
regulated all. The world perplexes and annoys, so that we frequently
say, 'I shall one day fall by the hand of this or that Saul.' But,
bless Thy name, we feel in the midst of all a little encouraged to plead
before Thee Thine own precious 'Fear nots!'" Now, we hold the case
of our dear Editor to be a very precious exemplification of our point;
and, as we look npon his benign countenance as represented to us in
the splemlid photograph at the commencement of his "Retracings and
Renewings," we think concerning him and concerning ourselves, "The
right hund of the Lord has indeed brought mighty things to pass."
Thus, dear friends, we have referred to dear saints of God whose lot
in life has been in the midst of the world, but who were all the while
deriving heavenly consolation from near communion with God. There
were in Bible times J oseph, the greatest man in Pharaoh's court;
Nehemiah, the king's cup-bearer; Daniel, the prime minister in the
court of Nebuchadnezzar; Erastus, the chamberlain of the city of
Antioch; Comelius, the centurion; and Luke, the beloved physician.
Then there were J ames, J olm, and Simon, fishermen; Simon, a tanner;
Paul, a tent-maker; and Zacch:xus, the tax-gatherer; and in agricultural
life, Noah the husbandman, and David the shepherd, who afterwards
became king and warrior; Lydia, the seller of purple; and Dorcas,
"full of good works and almsdeeds." Many more might be mentioned.
So also in after stages of the Church's history, and in our own time,
we have proof that, like dear Ruth Bryan and our beloved Editor, there
are to be found those for whom our Lord prayed, "Father, I pray
not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil."
Now, clear reader, you form, strange as it may be to you, a
link in the long chain of worthies. You say, "Rather un worthies."
So be it. Thank God you feel so. Nevertheless, God's chain is not
broken. Though you may feel a little link, still a link. You can
therefore write your name so and so, your occupation so and so,
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and add with them, "In the world, yet not of it." Perhaps you
live in a far country. Be it so. You may be nearer to God and
heaven than your friends in England.
But, while we have been thinking of worthies who were "kept by
the mighty power of God through faith unto salvation," there is
One above all of whom it may in the fullest sense be said, "in
the world, yet not of it," even our blessed Redeemer and Saviour.
How precious is that passage, "For ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Ohrist, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." Our
blessed Lord, when on earth, was to all intents and purposes ~t
poor man, born of poor parents. Poverty marked His birth, for He
was laid in a manger because there was no room for them in the
inn; and, when they took the Babe into the temple at Jerusalem,
to present Him to the Lord, and offer the sacrifice according to the
law, the parents offered the poor man's offering, a pair of tmtle
doves, or two small pigeons, not having a sufficiency to purchase a
lamb for sacrifice. And then, when Herod sought the young Ohild
to destroy Him, to avoid his cruelty the parents Heel with Him into
Egypt. Thus was He exposed to privation and danger. Then we
know that, when he was "led up of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil," He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and "was afterward an hungred." vVe are not told of His toil as
the carpenter's Son, and we have no wish to surmise what the Scriptures do not record; but we may be well assmed in that capacity Ho
lived in no lap of luxury, and His own testimony concerning His
earthly lot was, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head."
Then, as the dear One went on in His journey of privation ancl
suffering, He "came unto His own, and His own received Him not j "
and, when Judas had betrayed Him, and they came to take Him,
." the disciples all forsook Him, and fled." :Friendless, the Friend
of sinners went to the cross, and died the death of a malefactor, His
dear body being laid in a borrowed tomb. Truly, then, have we
proof upon proof of the assertion alluded to, "though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor."
"Did the Lord a man become,
That He might the law fulfil,
Bleed and suffer in my room,
And canst thou, my tongue, be still?
" No; I must my praises bring,
Though they worthless are and weak;
For, should I refuse to sing,
Sure the very stones would speak."

But the precious passage referred to says, "though He 'lOlLS Tick, yet
for your sakes he became poor." We have seen how He became poor,
but when was the Lord Jesus Ohrist rich ~ Ah! when indeed ~ The
reply establishes His Godhead. Follow us in thought, dear reader, to
Isaiah's vision. There he saw "the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up, and His train filled the temple." Sel'aphims veiled their
faces in His presence, and cried one to another, "Holy, holy, holy is
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the Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory." Then it
was that the Lord was l'ich; and that this vision refers to the Lord
Jesus Christ it is evident, for it is written, "And again, when He
bringeth in the First-Begotten into the world, He saith, And let all
the angels of God worship Him." III the first chapter of Genesis it is
written, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."
In the first chapter of John's Gospel it is written, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the "Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God;" and mark-" All things
were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that
was made." Verily, then, as the Creator, the Mighty God, He was
rich. In the Proverbs He asserts, "I was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, or ever the earth was." In John xvii. 4, 5, we have
Him saying, "I luve finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.
And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the
glory which I had with Thee before the world was." Plainly, then, do we
see how the Lord was rich, when He was rich, and how He became poor.
And do not let us overlook that precious assertion, "For ?JOW' sakes."
Yes, not merely for His disciples' sakes, but for our sakes. " Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends." This He declared to His Father He had done: "For their saJ;,:es
I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth."
Well, then, we come to this point-that, in the' varied occupations
and different positions of the children of God in this worid, they are
like their beloved Lord when on earth-in the world, but not of it. How
this is ensured we think the passage which heads om paper tcUs us:
"The right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass;" and
it may not be unprofitable, beloved, if we touch upon a few of the
"mighty things" He hath brought to pass in our experience, which
things keep us, while being in the world, yet not of it. At the
moment there has flowed into one's soul a seven-fold proof of Omnipotency put forth on our behalf. I hope it is of the Holy Spirit. I
think it is, and wc look, therefore, for Him to unfold it. The seven.
fold proof of Omnipotency will be found in omnipotent plucking,
omnipotent power, omnipotent preservation, omnipotent preventing,
omnipotent proving, omnipotent provision, omnipotent plenitude.
First, omnipotent plucking-plucked as brands from the burning. Perhaps one of the most wonderful things that has come to pass personally
in the experience of the Christian is, that ever the Lord should have
taken knowledge of him, seeing that he is in felt acknowledgment
the "ery least and poorest of the family, and most unworthy object
of His love. What the Lord has dono for him is marvellous in his
eyes, and again and again he has to exclaim, "What hath God
wrought 7" Especi[tlly will this be the case if many years of the
pilgrimage can be reviewed. Oh, the ups and downs, liftil1gs up and
castings to the ground, all telling of the leading of the right hand of
the Lord-that hand of power which s[tves and succours all His bloodbought ones.
But not merely is our salvation a matter of sovereign and almighty
plucking, but it is also a matter of omnipotent poweT. It is all ot
divine power, all of grace. 'Vc have need, in these days of departure
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from the truth. constantly to insist upon this. So much is attributed
to man. "Yo~ ought and you can do this and the other. It is for
you to believe; then God will do His part," and the like. Well," we
have not so learned Christ;" and ever must we proclaim what we
have felt and experienced-that all has been of God. The iron chest
is closely locked; it needs the proper key and a strong hand to open
it. The iron chest of the human heart is closely locked. It needs the
proper key and the hand of God to open it; and, when opened, the
Holy Spirit turns out the rubbish, and places within a copy of the
covenant of grace, whereby we "read our citIes clear to mansions in
the skies." The Holy Spirit has swept the room to find the lost
coin; and, when found, He brightens and burnishes it for the
Master's use. It is all the work of Deity-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. There is an expression used by dear Toplady in his appeals to
the throne of God we much love. It is this, "As is Thy majesty,
so is Thy mercy." This is what we feel with regard to our personal
salvation-it is all a matter of majesty and mercy-omnipotent power put
forth by the divilie will; such power put forth in love, mercy, and grace.
And then there will also be omnipotent preservation. Sweetly true are
the words of David, "The Lord preserveth all them that love Him."
Reader, we do love Him, and are preserved; and, because He loves
us, He watches over us day and night.
How peculiarly we must feel
this to be the case as we tread the fresh verdure of another year! I
dare say on the opening of the now for ever closed year, some of us
thought, "I shall never live out this year. I have a feeling this will
be my last year." Oh, folly! Surely we have lived to feel that
creature presentiments are vain enough. However, whatever have been
our frames and feelings, for which we believe our Lord deals tenderly
with us, still here we are, entering through the vestibule of 1881,
spared and saved souls. God be praised! Again He has been better
to us than our misguided calculations and multiplied fears. Let us
desire that the residue of our days may be spent more to His honour
and glory. Let us pray to be kept iu the good old covenant paths
so many have forsaken for more flowery meads and slippery places.
Let us desire to be kept to the I!;ood old verities of the Gospel,
so trampled underfoot and despised in these days; and let us pray to
be kept with our lamps trimmed, ready at any time for the Master's
hidding to "Come up higher."
But, fluther, in conncction with "mighty things" which the Lord
will bring to pass in our experience, there is omnipotent preventing. A
swp,et expression that on the part of the Lord to the Church in
Philadelphia: "Because thou lust kept the word of My patience, I
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation." Precious preventing
grace promised for the trying hour. We have been writing much of
being in the midst of the world. Ah! how the world contains the
elements of incessant temptation! There is the element of temptation
in the counting-house, in the warehouse, behind the counter, in the
transactions of the day. The air is fnll of temptations. Child of
Goel, you need all the grace a gracious God will gi ve you to keep you
untainteu in such an atmosphere, so that you may live righteously and
solJcrly in this present evil world. But the Lord will help you. " T

13

The Gospel Jl£agazille.
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation" is His promise
Jesus Himself, when on earth, "suffered being tempted."

j

and

" He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."

How many will laugh at such tenderness of conscience, but oh, worldling, you live in a fool's paradise! The reckoning day is not far distant.
But, again, we experience omnipotent p1'oving~often brought into the
testiug-house of God's love and discipline: "And thou shalt remember
all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in
t"lline heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments or no."
Sometimes the Lord proves His people by love's silence: "He
answered her not a word;" sometimes by some bewildering providence,
dear enough to Him; and I believe that sometimes He proves us by
permitting us to be deprived of the means of grace, possibly that we
may learn that the Holy Spirit is the true Minister of the covenant to
us, and to deliver us from creature idolatry. However, be the means
employed what they may, omnipotent proving is needful for us, and
wc are sure to come out of the crucible purified, and out of the ordeal
henefited.
He would not take all the trouble with us if we were
bastards, and not sons. His very proving is a proof of His love:
""Yhom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He recriveth."
And then He gives omnipotent provision. Almost, it may be-and is
in many c:¥,es-deprived of the pnre preaching of the Gospel,
and tendered only swine's food, yet not without secret supplies which
keep the soul alive to God~hidden manna of God's truth, the
l)recious bread of divine life given by His hand, and coming direct
from the throne of grace.
J oseph gave to his brethren " provision by the way." Our spiritual J oseph gives His brethren
precious "provision by the way." The King appoints us anI' clue and
daily portion. Well, whether it be temporal provision daily supplied,
or spiritual provision constantly given, wc do know what it is to be
kept in the spirit of thankfulness for the Lord's gracious gifts to us j
and I do believe there is a strong contrast between the ungodly
and the children of God on this pJint.
The former are thankless
for their mercies, so bountifully given, taken all as a matter of
course. Not so the children of God. They are thankful for mercies
received from the hand of their Heavenly Father. I am sure the
continued frame of gratitude is realized by the Spirit-taught soul.
U Oh,
thank the Lord! thank the Lord!" is his or her frequent
exclamation, as the dish is uncovered from the daily bread, or as
the spiritual food is uncovered by the hand of God.
Then, lastly, we think of o7n11/ipotent plenitude-fulness of joy in
the presence of Jesus-completeness of the Church in Him~the
abundance of grace flowing into eternal glory-resting "for ever with
the Lord "-brain resting, pain ceasing, sorrow ending-sweet, sweet
peace-ah! the plenitude and fulness of peace. It is anything but
peace here. Such a thing seems unknown to some of our brethren
whose lot is cast amidst the whirl of worldly commotion; but,
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when the living harvest of precious elect souls IS gathered in, all
will be peace, the billowy roar of the ocean of life hushed for
ever, and the tired wayfarer folded up to rest-our Lord's own assur··
allce realized: "In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you,"
&c. Time for ever over with us, we shall enter the eternal span
that can never be measured, the beginning and ending of which can
never be searched ant.
'Vell, then, we have in measure traced how the right hand of the
Lord is displayed on behalf of His own, in order that while in the
world, amidst their several avocations, they may not be of it. For
instance, the bringing them out from it is a matter of omnipotent phlcking
-plucked as brands from the burning-brought out of an ungodly
world by the mighty hand of their covenant God; standing, therefore,
miracles of divine grace.
" He saw me ruined by the fall,
Yet loved me notwithstanding all ;
He saved me from my low estate;
His loving-kindness, oh, how great! "

So that we must see that our salvation was a matter of omnipotent
power-the creature helpless, the Creator "mighty to save." " Hc
lifteth up the poor out of the dust, and the beggar from the dunghill,
that He may set them among the princes of His people, that they
may inherit a throne of glory." Nor will He leave them when thus
saved. 'Vhom He saves He succours. Then, afterwards, there is a
matter of omnipotent presermtion,. and here we are, beloved, spared
to enter into untrodden labyrinths of another year, upheld still, holding
on our way through supporting grace, the Lord proving better to
us than our countless fears. The Lord does and will preserve all those
that love Him. Then we have seen that, although we live in an
atmosphere of incessant temptation, we yet experience not a little of
His omnipotent preventing: "He will keep the feet of His saints."
He will give grace in the hour of temptation. Let the position be
what it may, He will surround His tried child in such a way that
Satan shall not get the mastery over him. Then there will be in
onc's experience omnipotent proving-proving us by love's silence: "He
answered her not a word;" by bewildering providences, clear enough
to Him, if dark to us; and, again, by deprivation of the means of grace
sometimes, that His children may learn that the Holy Spirit is the true
Minister of the covenant. Again, omnipotent provision will be granted
to sustain on the way-secret supplies from the throne of grace, the
hidden manna of divine truth, feeding by faith upon a precious Christ.
All these things to be capped by omnipotent plenitnde-fulness of joy,
completeness in Christ, eternal rest and peace. "They shall hunger
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
Well, dear friends, at the opening of another year must we not say
that the right hand of the Lord has in our experience" brought mighty
things to pass " ~ Adored and magnified be His holy name! The
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future we leave to Him. I remember, when I was a boy, it used to be
said that" in the year 1880 the world would be at an end." When
these words are read, we shall have outlived that speculati'Jn. For my
part, I have done with such prophecies. They have proved false so
many times, that I love to shelter myself under the aS3urance, the
Lord knows, and no one else. His time is the best time, and all the
unfoldings of the future are with Him. There I leave it; but, with
regard to the present, oh, for increased devotedness to His service!
Oh, for clearer views of heaven, and clearer perceptions of divine truth!
Oh, for more faith, and brighter evidences of our adoption! Oh, for
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and for fresh discoveries of Jesus!
And, once more referring to the point of our meditation, oh, for more
weanedness from the world, that we may prove, though in it, we are
not of it!

BUTton-an-Trent.

G. C.
A NEW YEAR'S JOY-SONG.

BY

THE

"WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER.

AH! I've been thinking,
The old world is reeking
With all the blackness of sin;
Thank God, I'm not of it,
I'm living above it;
His grace reigns and rules within.

Ah ! I've been thinking
Of a precious imprinting
Within the Lamb's book of love;
Faith sees my name there;
Oh, it does my heart cheer,
To think of my standing above!

Ah! I've been thinking
How thousands are drinking
Deep of the pleasures of sin ;
God has made me to differ,
And drink of the river
Of spiritual joys within.

Ah! I've been thinking
vVhy my heart is sinking
Because of the cares of the day;
While time is fast sweeping
My soul to the reaping,
'Where sorrow is all done away.

Ah! I've been thinkin~,
I'm not found sinking,
Although the warfare is fierce;
All, all, has been wellWhat a tale I've to tell
Of precious, omnipotent grace!

Ah ! I've been thinking
I shall not be sinking
\Vhen Jordan's deep waters I breast;
Underneath love embracing,
J ehovah encasing,
I shall gain the haven of rest.

Ah! yet I've been thinking
Of my cowardly shrinking
From what may happen ahead;
When my God has given
His own pledge of heaven,
What folly it is to dread!

Ah! I've been thinking
Of joys unceasing,
Of which I'm daily in quest;
In a robe befitting,
I shall be found sitting
Down at the Lamb's marriage feast.

Ah! I've been thinking
Of a heavenly linkingA union with Jesus on high;
He gives me His token,
It ne'er can be broken;
'Tis love's unchangeable tie.

Ah! I've been thinking
What a precious linking
'Tis with thee, dear one in the Lord
Together heaven reaching,
Our Redeemer greeting,
His name shall indeed be adored.
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TO "A. D.," KENT.
'VE most fully endorse all you say in reference to your own present
state of mind. You testify of the clear recognition of the Lord's
wonder-working hand, superabounding goodness, and the marvellous
manifestations of His tender mercy, adopting love, and benignant
smiles, as so richly and blessedly eXJ)erienced many, many years ago.
But, in spite of all that, and with the full belief of His unchangeable
love and never-failing faithfulness anu power, you are now thfl subject
of unutterable conflict-prostrated by darkness and doubt. Moreover,
that much of this arises from your want of gratitude, the small
measure of your faith, and your felt inability to trust Him for the
little future as you earnestly and ardently desire to be euabled to
do. It is your grief that you cannot "glorify Him in the tires" as
you would. The all-prevailing wish of your inmost sonl is that you
could pTaise Him, as you know Him to be worthy of that praise.
You would, if you could, be a living and a lively pattern of what
the grace of the Most High effects, when, as in the days of His flesh,
Jesus commanded the dispossessed one by the Sea of Gadara to "go
home to his friends, and tell them how great things the Lord had
done for him, and had compassion on him;" or you would follow the
example of the Psalmist, when he exclaimed, "Come and hear, all
ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done for my
sou1." This is all well; and, mark you, that very wish and desire
of yours is an acceptable service to and by the Lord.
Consider
tllat Scripture, "If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that ho hath not"
(2 Cor. viii. 12).
But don't you think there are other kinds of service to which the
Lord calls His people besides that of declaration and outspokenness ~
Is there not the service of suffering, according to th'1t Scripture,
" Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
Him, but also to s~~tle1' for His sake" ~ (Phi1. i. 29.) You remember,
in connection with the call by grace of Saul of Tarsus, it was said,
"I will show him how great things he must S1~e1' for My name's
sake" (Acts ix. 16); and was not his whole after-life one continued
service of suffering, and that too in such a varied and diversified
way~

Now, if you were called to visit some poor fellow-creature whom
you believed to be the Lord's child, but who was at the same time
only one remove from actual want, what would you say to such an
one but that it was the Lord's special way, in his or her case, of
testing faith, and (so to speak) giving Himself the opportunity of
ratifying and confirming His word as to supplying the wants and
protecting the persons of His poor and needy ones ~ You would say
to such, "This is how the Lord is calling upon you to serve Him."
Again, you visit another, it may be, upon the bed of pain and
languishing. Such an one has possibly, not for months merely, but
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for even years, scarcely known what a refreshing night's sleep was.
Such might with truth adopt the language of Job, as "made to
possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me.
When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone ~
and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day"
(Job vii. 3, 4). Your testimony to such an one, had you reason to
believe that he or she was a child of God, would be, "This is how
you are called to serve the Lord. He has placed you where and as
you are in order to prove, in the midst of a treacherous and gainsaying
world, what His grace and His strength can accomplish in the midst
of sleeplessness and suffering."
You visit another case. Probably it is one of bereavement. The head
of a family possibly has been suddenly called away, leaving a widow
and a number of fatherless ones- both the one and the others beincr
as in a moment depriv6ld of all human means of dependence, as far a~
a,ppearances were concerned. Had you reason to believe that widow
was a child of God, what would you say but that "the Judge of
all the earth must do right," and that He was going to make her
the honoured instrument of illustrating His word, and proving to a
demonstration its truth, "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in Me"? You would
testify that that was the service to which such an one was called.
,Vell, and presuming you were called to another case-one to whom
the Lord had aforetime revealed Himself in the clearest, fullest, most
undoubted way. His dealings, both in providence and grace, had been
of the most conclusive and unquestionable character. The interpositions
and the manifestations had been most marked. Others, as well as the
parties themselves, had been compelled to exclaim," This is the Lord's
doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." Well, there comes, it may
be, a change-not in creed, nor in conduct, nor in a seeking to "follow
on to know the Lord," but a chan.ge in circttmstances. Less outward
pressure; not so much pe~sonal weight a~d ca~e and responsibility.
Others grown up to share-If not to take tne entirety of-that anxiety
and care. But, in lieu of this, there is a cessation of former brightness
and blessed manifestations, and darkness and gloom become more the
order of the ~ay. ~he Master has withdrawn Hi~s~lf, and everything
that was prevIously JOyous and gladsome, as appertammg to the realization of His presence and endearing communings, has ceased. What
would you say to such case 1 Would you admit the very semblance
of scruple or doubt or guestion implyiI~g change in the Master? Nay,
but you would argue m proof of Hts absolute tmchangeableness-His
"1·esting in His love, and hating to put away"--His ever-mindfulness of
His covenant, and His sovereign and gracious pledges to fulfil to the
uttermost all that He promised, and upon the ground of which promise
He had raised the hopes and expectations of His quickened ones. As
to present circumstances and complicated experiences, you would contend
that they are the working out of that "tlial of faith" for which there
is an absolute "needs-be," and to prove that to the end of the
pilgrimage-to the very brink of the Jordan-the Lord J ehovah will
be true to His word, "I will bring the blind by a way that they knew
not>" I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make

c
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[not have made, but 'will make '] darkness light before them, and
crooked things straight." Yea, in coming in contact with such case,
you would testify that there is no exception to the general rule of
pilgrimage, which is "walking by faith, not by sight,'" and, in this
walking by faith, t.he faithf1llness of a covenant God is tested, proved,
and established. And the folly is, the hope or expectation of traversing
any other road to the kingdom of glory but that of the well-tried
and well-trodden track of faith, and that through much tribulation, varying in character, and meted out in infinite wisdom to suit changing
circumstances, times, and seasons. And you would say to the one
thus situated and thus exercised, "The Lord is making use of you, as
a long and deeply-taught child of His, to prove that faith and hope, joy
and peace, so flippantly talked of and insisted upon by merely nominal
professors and superficial enthusiasts, are not gifts and graces of such
easy attainment as represented, but that they are covenant blessingsGod-bestowed and God-maintained-that such are not at the creature's
eommand, either as to obtaining or j·etaining. Hence the fathers in
Christ and the mothers in Israel of the present day are called to this
special service, namely, to stand forth as living witnesses that from first
to last-from Egypt to Canaan-their condition is one of entire dependence
for the continumts, the daily, momentary supply of the every grace-faith,
hope, love, joy, pectce-which the LV1"Cl alone can give. Their testimony is
grounded upon a long and well-tried experience of the absolute and
indispensable neec1 of the personal love-acts of God the Holy Ghost.
. They insist upon His co-equal and co-essential Divinity, not in name
only, but as a positive and iudispensable fact. They dare not concede
a wiII or a power to the creature which belongs to the Lord, and
the Lord alone. Hence, we repeat and maintain that the special service
to which these aged ones :1t the present time are called is, to prove
by long and deeply-inwrought test and proof and evidence that not
one particle of wisdom, grace, or strength attaches to them inherently, or by fleshly free-will effort or attainment-that for any such
wisdom, grace, or strength they are wholly and solely indebted to
the Holy Ghost; and that as "no man can quicken, so no man can
keep alive his own soul." Hence they feel and testify, as living
witnesses for God and truth, that, long and familiar as they may have
been with the varied changes and experiences in the pilgrim's course,
they are as frail and feeble in themselves-as helpless and dependent
-at last as they were at first. Yea, in a certain sense, they feel themselves to be more helpless and more dependent; because, in their
declining years, the natural energy and activity (which would.in the
earlier staO"es more or less obtrude upon the spiritual and divine, perfectly distinct as they were) has now ceased. "Heart and flesh fails,"
. and they live to prove the absolute need that God should be "the
;strength of their heart," as well as ultimately" their portion ~o;r ever."
OncP more these aO"ed ones, especially in the present most cntlC~1 con<'lition "of Ch;istendo~, are to be witnes?es t~ divfine fafithftul.nes\Jn the
f lfilment of His word: "They shall stIll brmg ortl1 I'm III 0
age;
t~e shall be fat and flourishing;" and .why 1 "To .show: t~,at the
LoJt is upright, and Lthat there is no unnghteousness III HIm (Psa.
xcii. 14, 15).
THE EDITOR.
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IN HIM.
THE eternal umon of the Church of God with the Christ of God is
variously set forth in Scripture, the Holy Ghost making use of illustrations taken from nature, with distinct doctrinal statements to confirm
the same to the elect of God. The intelligent knowledge of deep and
mysterious truths is not necessary to salvation, but that they are the
inheritance of the saints, and greatly add to their comfort, their enjoyment, and their felt security in Christ Jesus, we strenuously affirm.
Our house is not the less secure because we cannot look into the
foundation, but our peace and our confidence are established by a firm
persuasion of the fact that the foundation upon which it is built is
good, and we have no cause to fear, however the tempest may rage,
'but that it will stand the storm.
The 'Wise Man says, "Fools hate knowledge;" and, however the
human intellect may desire the possession of earthly knowledge, we
have full proof that the natural mind has no desire after "the knowiedge of the Most High." Agur's confession, when he was enlightened,
is the testimony of all the living family of God: "I neither learned
wisdom, nor had the knowledge of the Holy."
Man, by reason of the fall, is blind to the things of God, and is
dead and incapable of receiving any truth savingly till God, by the
<Jternal Spirit, makes a place for it in the heart. "W'hen the wise
is instructed, he receiveth knowledge;" and this never comes to pass
until the voice of the Lord says, "Let there be light: and there was
light;" for "in Him was life, and the life was the light of men j and
the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not."
The covenant blessing promised to all God's elect is on this wise:
"Ye must be born again j " nor was it reserved for Gospel days,
but retllized by Old Testament saints, both forming one complete
body, "fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of
every part, making increase of the body" till time shall be no more.
The eternal union of the Church of God with the Christ of God
is graciously set forth by the Holy Spirit in Paul's letter to the
Church at Ephesus, which is addressed "to the faithful in Christ
J" esus." He tells them they were "blessed with all spiritual blessings
in ChTist ,." that they were "chosen in Him before the foundation
of the world; being predestinated to the adoption of children by
Christ, and accepted in the Beloved." This is the secret source of all
the open and manifested mercy which the Apostle proceeds to show
is the privilege of the Church of God, "to the intent that now
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known
the manifold wisdom of God," in the salvation of sinners chosen in
Christ before the world began. The Psalmist sets forth the oneness
and eternal union of the Church of God with Christ in these words:
"Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect," or incomplete
as to numbers (see Hebrews xi. 40); "and in Thy book all my members
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet
C 2
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there was none of them." "God over all, blessed for evermore," makes
use of the Wise Man's pen to declare the same truth: "I was set
up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was;
rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth, and My delights were
with the sons of men;" and that when only "He appointed the
foundations of the earth" (Prov. viii. 22-32), and predestinated His
unborn family as a gift to His Son, "that He might make known
the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy which He had afore
prepared unto glory" in time.
"~What shall we say then 1 Is there unrighteousness with God 1
God forbid." But human reason affords no help in spiritual subjects,
and so the Apostle amwers his question by God's declaration to
Moses, and not by logic or apology: "I will have mercy on whom
I will have mercy; and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy." Hence the time
must arrive when every hidden and predestinated member of the
family of God, every vessel of mercy, must be brought out of darkness into marvellous light, as saith Jehovah, addressing the Daysman and Mediator, "I will preserve Thee, and give Thee for a covenant
of the people, that Thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to
them that are in darkness, Show yourselves."
All in Christ by election and eternal union must, according to
divine appointment, come to the knowledge of Christ by 1lktnifestaNon,
as saith the Apostle, "Who hath saved us, and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began." The value and efficacy of being in Christ by eternal
union is made known when faith in Christ is communicated to the
soul. It is common in our day to date the union of saints to
Christ from the time faith is given to the sinner. "Union by faith"
is the starting-point of a numerous class of divines, but the faith
that draws the soul to Christ, through the Spirit's quickening power,
is the result of all that was planned in covenant decree "before
the world begun," and faith is the effect, not the cause of union to
Christ.
When a soul under divine power is wrought upon in regeneration,
the feeling is the opposite to union with Christ. The sinner brought
to see his need of a Saviour is unconscious that "mercy embraceth
him on every side." He thinks he is a doomed wretch, unfit for
God, for Christ, for heaven. Before Christ is revealed to faith he sees
God as a consuming fire; and yet he is the subject of faith as a
principle, though he feels he deserves the wrath of God for his
sins, and that God would be just in condemning him eternally.
These fears, whether long or short their duration, accompany God's
regenerating grace in the soul, as the true-born family of God can
bear witness. Felt union with Christ is not the first blessing bestowed,
neither does union with Christ date from the gift of faith, but
anterior to it, "according as He hath chosen us in Christ before tho
foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4). "I in them, and Thou in Me,
that they may be one, even as we are one" (.J olm xvii. 23).
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Many errors cling, like barnacles to a ship, to the doctrine of union
by faith. It is common now to assert that the names of God's people
are 'written in the book of life when a sinner believes, and that union
takes place when a sinner is converted to God; but faith, as a fruit
of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22), has its ebb and flow, its many changes;
and when temptatitm, the hidings of God's countenance, and the
attacks of the enemy prostrate faith, what of union then 1 But,
-at such times of trial to the child of God, the mercy is, to be led into
the blessed assurance of eternal union: "Yea, I have loved thee with
-an everlasting love;" and that will stand good when all other refuges
fail.
In conversion, eternal union is manifested to the Church of God and
-to the world, though to the believer long days may intervene before
the Lord declares to the soul, "Thou art Mine." Conversion by the
power of the Holy Ghost betrays itself in various ways to others.
They get the world's enmity, for they must needs separate trom it.
The pleasnres and pursuits that belong to it have no charms for a
-sinner under divine teaching. The whole drift of their life is changed.
New feelings possess their heart, and new desires, new affections; and
new actions are manifested in their lives, though they are utterly
ignorant of the source from which all this springs. They only recognize two thi,ngs-an ardent wish to "flee from the wrath to come,"
and an earnest desire after God's salvation.
In the humble sphere of domestic life, and often amid domestic
strife, the children of God when regenerated learn their first lessons
of patience, submission, and forbearance; while "cross, reproach, and
tribulation" unconsciously lend their help to drive them to the Father
'Of mercies for daily deliverance, for secret support, for divine teaching,
for courage to fight, and grace to submit. All this, and much more,
is the product of manifested union by faith, and all the while the heir
is still a child -lives npon the daily bounty of the Father, as a servant,
though he be lord of all, and dare not call himself a child of God.
But blessed things are in reserve for such. They may be kept long
in the dark as to felt and enjoyed childship. It may be long before
they can cry, "Abba, Father;" but the interval has its use. It sends
"the tremblers in Zion" to their knees. They pour out their sorrows
to the Lord. They are diligent in their search after "the young Child."
They have "seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him."
All helps, means, opportunities, are eagerly embraced, in hopes of
-finding Him whom their soul loveth; and shall they be disappointed 1
Shall they live and die unpardoned, "without God and without hope" 1
Nay. "He who hath begun a good work shall perform it;" and the
word of encouragement for such is, " The vision is yet for an
-appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie; though it
tany, wait for it, because it will surely come;" and, when it does,
this is union by faith-union felt and enjoyed in the soul-union in
experience, which makes a child of God say, "This is My Beloved,
and this is My Friend" (Solomon's Song v. 16). Of this blessed state
the prophet Isaiah thus speaks to the Ohurch of God: "In that day
thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry
with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me"
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(Isa. xii. 1). In our Lord's discourse with His disciples (John xiv.),
He tells them they were to receive another Comforter when He
departed, "even the Spirit of Truth, who shall be in you;" and the
blessedness of this promise, when fulfilled, we have in these words:
"At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me,
and I in you."
Hence follows the fellowship and enjoyment described in chapter
xv. : "If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, no more can ye, except ye abide in the Vine." This
touches the point of communion, which may be seriously damaged and
interrupted by sin, as we find in Leviticus vi. 1-6; but eternal union
secures and provides atoning blood for all the omissions and commissions of the believer, and forgiveness is sure to follow (Lev. vi. 7);
and this, in Gospel language, is to be "renewed in the spirit of your
mind" (Eph. iv. 23).
When sin makes a breach in this heart-union and fellowship, and
the Holy Ghost brings it to mind, then the cry of the ancient Church
is the language of the soul: "Turn Thou us unto Thee, 0 Lord, and
we shall be turned j renew our days as 0f old" (Lam. v. 21). "Par·don mine iniquity, for it is great."
The Apostle, writing to the Corinthian Churcb, testifies to this
precious truth-the internal evidence to the soul by the Spirit of
union with Christ- in these words: "Now He which stablisheth us
with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God j who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts" (2 Cor
i. 21, 22). Paul, to the Church at Galatia, says, "Because ye are
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6). The Apostle J aIm writes, "The
anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man teach you. And now, little children, abide
in Him" (1 John ii. 27, 28).
Though all the Lord's people are in eternal union with Him, they are
not manifestly in union with Him till they are born again; nor are
they as to experience acquainted with their union and fellowship in
Christ Jesus till the Spirit of adoption is given, whereby they" see
their calling," are "renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that
created them," and can say, " We also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement" (Rom.
v. 11). This is the inheritance of the saints, who go to heaven not
as criminals to be pardoned, but as the holy family of God, "without blame before Him in love, according as He hath chosen us in
Him, accepted in the Beloved," and so received by Christ and presented
to the Father as His body, His bride, "heirs of God, joint-heirs with
Christ." They are "in eternal union with Him before all worlds;"
they are in man~festecl union with Him by regeneration in time;
in experimental union with Him through tbe Spirit of adoption j and
in never-ending union in glor'Y to come. \Vashed and made white in
the blood of the Lamb, they are "before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night in His temple j and He that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them."
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DEW-DROPS.
"And they came to Elim, where u;ere twelve wells of wetter, and th1'eescol'e and
ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the watel's."-ExoDus xv. 27.
NOT as we now sing, but the day cometh when, in the eternal courts
of our Father's home above, we shall tune our song afresh, and eternal
" Hallelujahs!" shall ring forth from the redeemed throng around the
throne to Him who hath made us "meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light." We shall bless Thee then, Lord,
for the desert days, for the tedious journeyings, and the rough way.
We shall bless Thee then for Marah's bitter waters. Out of all the
bitter, the hard, and the weariness hath come the sweet, the ease, and
the rest--yea, the perfect rest and joy of being in Thy presence,
where there is "fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore."
Like Israel of olLI, however ready are we to murmur at some trial
given us ill our sojourn in the wilderness! 'Ve find them complaining
for want of more to eat than manna, and recalling the time when they
ate freely in Egypt, They look upon their past life in such contrast to
the present, and, in their present trial, think that they were never so
hardly dealt with. But the past will oftener appear in brighter colours
than reality proved it. In their present trial they forget that what
they consider was living in plenteousness was the being brought low
and minished by Pharaoh's command.
Oh, Israel, is such thy gratitude to Him who hath brought thee out of the destructive city 7 At
their request for more tkm manna, "there went forth a wind from the
Lord, and brought quails from the selt;" and, while they are yet eating
them, the anger of the Lord is kindled against them, and they are
smitten with a great plague. Truly to their cost did they murmur
against Him who providcst for every man liberally.
Then, again, their complaints against the news brought to them by
the spies, and their punishment. Again, in compassing the land of
Edam, they grow discouraged and murmur against 1\1oses. Fiery
serpents are sent amongst them, which bite the people, so that many
of them die.
And now, in the instance before ns, they are three days without water, amI in search of it they arrive at Shur, in the hope
of finding some. Probably they knew that water was to be found
there, as we read of Ha,gar being fouud, after she fled from her
mistress, "by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to Shur." The children of Israel arrive at the wateri",
but find them bittor, Tho much-wished-for water is bitter j therefore
"they could not drink of' the waters of Marah, for they were bitter."
Now,cannot the child of God own to much the same experience
as here recorded of the children of Israel 7 Have they not often
murmured because of the way-complained of the rough paths, the
tedious journey, and the trials which have beset them since they
have been brought up out of the spiritual Egypt of sin and death 7
And have they too proved it good for them if the Lord has answered
their complaints, and given them ease and rest, smooth journeyings
and few trials 7 Nay, they have soon wished the trials again, finding
that "trials make the promise sweet," and have found that, while
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conflict, change, and care is their portion here, it is given them to
remind them of their home above.
Depend upon it, beloved, if we are going along smoothly and easily,
knowing little of trials and discouragements, we may be sure that
all is not right, and that something is wanting to bring us into a.
feeling sense of nearness anu dearness to Jesus. We hold some
cherished wish. We wish for that something, which is evidently withheld because it would not be good for us. If wc arc permitted to
realize the desire through our own mistaken importunity, what is the
result 1 The brightness fades, its beauty is not what it seemed it
would have been, and we arc taught by bitter experience that the
Lord who kn0weth our hearts, hiLd wiser purposes for wiLhholuing
that which we wanted than we could imagine. As the ~oet reminds
us" Good when He gives, supremely good;
NOT less when IIe denies."

But, again, we must notice that the children of Israel do not settle
long at Marah. They have tasted of the waters, found them to be
bitter, and pass on. So is it now with Gou's spiritual Israel. Constantly moving onwards-never allowed to remain long in one place or
condition-but, reminding them of their pilgrim state, they arc stirreu
from the nest their carnal naturc woulll so soon lJUild for herself, amI
told, "This is not YOLlr rest." Beloved, it is going "from strength to
strength;" or, in other words, gaining the summit of one hill with toil
forgotten for the joy of overcome difficulty, only to descend again
into the valley to begin afresh the climbing for the next height.
"They go from strength to strength "-strength equal to tIle emergcncy
-strength all-sufficient for the time-never too much, never too littlebut "My strength sufficient" urges them forward in tJ'Llstful, childlike obedience; and little-faith, though trembling and wavering a.t times,
rises in assurance and confidence to rest entirely on Him who shall do
great things for us.
So we notice the next march is "to Elim."
From Marah
to Elim!
A great contrast, beloved, are these two places, but
the bitter remembrances of Marah make Elim to be doubly enjoyed.
Resting under the shade of the palm trees was far morc to be
appreciated than thirsting under the sun's hot rays, with only bitter
water before them.
But we must notice that the waters were made sweet. A tree
was "cast into the waters, and the waters were maue . weet."
Blessedly lessened is the bitter when we realize we are not drinking
of it alone, but He who is our "Brother born for auversity"
never leavetlt us, never forsaketh us in our sorrow, but goeth with
us through it. "He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with
thee; He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be
dismayed. "
Beloved, another year has passeu away, and we have again proved
"Him faithful who hath promised." Time is rolling rapidly away, and
bringing us nearer and nearer to Canaan's bright shores, to "that land
of wonder;" and, whilst we arc learning here something both of bitter
Marah and blessed Elim, may it serve to strengthen us in our journey.
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ing, encouraging us onwards to "press toward the mark for the prizo
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." He is still J ehovah, the
unchangeably faithful One; and, as He has so blessedly dealt out to
you blessings innumerable in the past, so will He continue to yOll
His loving-kindness and tender mercies in the fnture.
The sWt!et
lesson should encourage us that" Day by day the manna fell;
Oh, to learn this lesson well!
Day by day the promise reads, Daily strength for daily needs."

In the fulness of His mercy, in the riches of His grace, and in
the inexhaustible store of blessing He has laid up for you, may He
"grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Chri8t,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulIJe8s
of God."
It.
A NEW YEAR'S MOTTO.
" Abide in Me."-JoHN xv. 4.
CHRISTIAN,

wouldst thou fait7~f!!l be?
Jesus says, "Abide in Me;"
From Him all thy fruit is found;
May it to His praise abound.

Christian, wouldst thou holy be?
Jesus says, "Abide in Me;"
Sanctified in Him thou art;
Sanctify Him in thy heart.

Christian, wouldst thou happy be?
Jesus says, "Abide in Me;"
He is thy exceeding joy,
Bliss divine without alloy.

Christian, this thy motto beJesus saith, "Abide in Me ; "
Grace and strength from Him recei ve;
As a branch in Jesus live.

Christian, Him thou soon shalt see,
Then He'll say, "Abide with Me,
In My Father's house above,
In the bosom of His love."

As you are to act in the power of Christ, so are you to present
your duties to God in the name of Christ (Col. iii. 17). Your most
costly sacrifices are but unsavoury in the nostrils of a holy God if they
be not perfumed by the fragrant incense of the intercession of
Christ. Your fairest righteousness is but as filthy rags if His righteousness doth not cover it. Your duties must be dyed in the hltlod
of Christ, they must be enriched with His precious merits, or they
will be too mean for God to look upon, unless with indignation.
~'In the Lord have I righteousness and strength" (Isa. xlv. 24).
-McCheyne.
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FROM

HEART

TO

HEART.-No. XXXVIII.

My DEAR FRIEND,-\Ve both thank you much for your kind wishes
to us, and I need hardly say that we desire the same to you. My
last spiritual treat has come to me from my dear friend, Mrs. H--,
of Brighton. She says, "I want you to look at Lamentations iv. 20,
for we have had sweet meditations on it lately. Is not Christ indeed
'the breath of our nostrils' ~ Just as natural breath is necessary to
natural life, and as natural life ceases the moment brcath dies, so our
spiritual life is absolutely, wholly, and solely Christ (1). He is our
very breath from the first gasp to the last (2). The' Anointed of the
Lord' was indeed 'taken in their pits,' that His Church might be
delivered from going there; and sometimes, dear friend, ~ve are
enabled, even among the heathen, to 'sit under His shadow with great
delight.' "
This gave mo a lift, for I could say, "My breathing is after Thee, 0
Lord." Then it occmred to me, when it goes out here Cbfter the Lord
Jesus, it continues for ever before Him. It seems indeed to annihilato
death, and proves these comforting words that "he that liveth [or
breatheth] in Me shall never die." May the Lord breathe them into
YOUI' soul, dear friend, as He has done into mine.
I was ill a low
place till I got this lift, for I see more and moru of my vileness,
and cry out, "Lord, what a wretch I am!" I do mourn over my
ill manners to such a Friend of sinners, but all the mourning does not
mend them; but I would fain be more like uuto a follower of the
Lord, though I would not put this desire out of its proper place, and
mix it up in any way with the glorious finished salvation work which
an angel's finger cannot touch, but only that God may be honoured
before men, angels, and devils, by showing how His grace can subdue
iniquity. But, alas! alas! when evil is subdued under one circumstance,
up it rises under another (3), just as though the devil took seven more
devils to gain his ends, and was bent upon destroying me.
In glancing over Genesis ii., my eye fell on the eighth verse, and
I never before noticed how typical the eastern position is (where the
man was put) of that of our Lord's suffcrings, and of Himself in
humCbn form, the divine nature of course being typified by the tree
of life. Moreover, the garden being placed eastward is fnll of room
for meditation. You see, though eCLstwctrd, He made every tree to
grow, &c.
You and I, too, know something of the devil's checks from the
influence of nipping east winds that he is permitted to blow upon us,
by stirring up either our own evil passions or those of others; and, if
the Lord Jesus were not in the garden with us, what should we do ~
But, bless His dear name, here He is with us, to dress it, and keep it,
and make it grow. In the Song of Solomon He speaks a great deal
(in chapter four, and first verse of the fifth) about His ga?'ClC1t;" and we
find Him calling for the north wind before that of the soft south wind,
that the spices mCLY flow out " so that we see, while oftentimes our desires
." heavenward get checked for CL time, yet afterwards the buds burst out
through the south wind, and aro all the str071ge1' from having been
ntaTCled in their growth. Thus are men and devils confounded.
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Another year is passing, and, at the end of it, I find more feelingly
than the last year, "I am vile, but Thou, Lord, increasingly precious."
The summer is coming, dear friend; the winter will soon have ended,
and then the singing of God's birds will begin, and never end their
song of "Salvation to the Lamb!" (4.)
Ever yours in enduring bonds,
December 26th, 1876.
M. L. M.
(1.) How true! Reader, ponder it well.
(2.) How great but how glorious the mystery, as expressed by the
Apostle (Gal. ii. 20), "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in
the flesh [not uy it 01' th1'ough it] I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who lovcd mc, and gavc Himself for me."
(3.) A vcrity; aad what would be the hapless consequence but for
the fulfilment of that covenant word (Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3), "In that
day sing ye unto her, A vincyard of red wine. I the Lord do keep
it : I will wctter it ever?} moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night
ancl day"? Here is the Church's security, and here alone. Not in
grace received (only as a pledge and an earncst of thc fact that "He
giveth more grace"); not in her watchfulness, hor devotion, her
strength; but in Him who saith, "He that toucheth you toucheth the
apple of His eye " (Zech. ii. 8).
(4.) And oh, what a song will that be i-how uninterrupted! how
lasting-yea, everlasting! And how much the more sweet, seasonable,
and precious, as the ultimate issue of all the sighs and groans, tears
and turmoil, of the wilderness! Oh, to hear the first notes, and
personally to join in the eternal hallelujah chorus of the skies, "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood,
and hath made us kings and pricsts unto God and His Father; to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
My DEAR FRIEND,-What a testimony of our dear departed Mr.
Septimus Sears is given in the fly-leaf of this month's Gospel Advocate:
"His people were marked men, known everywhere for their honesty,
uprightncss, and holy living." This is the result of preaching J ames'
part of the \Vord as well as Paul's-so rarely, alas! done now, that
the Church slumbers on, till probably aroused by some national
calamity.
I will give you a nice verse I opened on lately, as a cut up to
the folly of the Hitualists a::J.d all workmongers for salvation. See
Leviticus ii. 12. Instead of reading "be burnt," see marginal reading,
"ascend," when the force of its meaning comes out stronger. Then
look at the thirteenth verse, to show what God's orders were respecting the setting forth of His VVord, which some men call high doctrines,
or Calvinism. Then turn to Leviticus xxiii. 28-30, and see the
blessed Gospel cutting up all works for salvation, and encouragement
only to the poor afflicted ones. Observe the type of the pilgrim life
in verse forty-two, and who made us such, in the forty-third verse,
and by what means "brought out from the land of Egypt." In the
fourteenth verse the light thrown on it to me was, that all temporal
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blessings, as well as spiritual, come through the Lord J esns Christ.
Not a bit of bread to sustain our bodies but through His blood,
the one offering unto God, typified beforehand in this verse.
What food for thought there is in all this-enough to make us
cover our faces for shame for the little going out of praise to Him to
whom we are indebted for all our daily mercies, and the intense
agony at which they were purchased (I ). This thought sometimes
brings tears to my eyes, but oh, how rarely! Yet of one thing I am
confident--that it is by the contemplation of these things that mltkes the
heart to melt. Satan will say, "Look within," when thus looking
without-anything to get us off such blessed and safe ground, where he
dare not set a foot; but on our ground he has permission to enter,
and a troop of his evil ones, at times. Oh, then, to be contemplating
the Lord Jesus instead of ourselves!
Satan seems tremendously busy just now with God's people, pulling
at them all manner of ways to entrap them. I really am afraid to
know anyone (2), lest I get thrown down, or lose communion with
the Lord more than I do by my own crooked ways.
But I must conclude. With my love and dear husband's kind regards,
Ever your attached friend,
March 6th, 1878.
M. L. M.
(1.) How true the testimony"There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows
But cost His heal't a groan."

Oh, that we could but think more of this! How would it tend,
under the Spirit's power, to lead us out of and off from poor,
wretched, miserable, bankrupt self!
(2) In the light of eternity it will be seen far clearer than now
why the I~ord's dear people were emphatically "strangers and pilgrims
upon earth." Much personal intercourse even among themselves would
not be good. That is a remarkable expression in Micah vii. 14;
"Feed Thy people with Thy rod, the flock of Thine heritage,
which dwell solitm'ily in the wood." Unless under the precious ministry
of the Holy Ghost, in His restricting, restraining, and Clu'ist-revealing
power, even the people of God would become hinderers rather than
helpers of each other Christward and heavenward, ere they were
aware. Oh, how soon is the natural substituted for the spiritual!
the earthly for the heavenly! Hence, in infinite wisdom and Fatherly
love and kindness, the Lord hath "fixed the bOl~nds of their
habitation" down in these low lands, even as it seemed good in His
sight. By-and-bye, when "this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality," then that
glorious host--that "great multitude 'which no man can number, out
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues "-shall dwell.
together in one blissful harmonious throng, among whom the semblance
of discord or division can by no means intrude.
"Oh, glorious hour! oh, blest abode!
"Ve shall be near and like our God;
N or flesh nor sill shall ere control
The sacred pleasures of the soul. "-En.
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ON THE UNION OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.
PAPER READ AT A CLERICAL MEETING IN HULl,.
THERE is one leading truth which runs like a golden thread through
the pages of the Word. It is exhibited at every step. Metaphor,
illustration, analogy, incident, type, and figure are all employed to set
off, in some special particular, this grand truth j and as the child of
God, under the sweet constrainings of the Spirit, is led to contemplate
in some measure this great subject, he is "lost in wonder, love, and
praise." The union of Christ and His Church is a marvel of love. It
is divine, mystical, vital, essential, incomparable, intimate, special, and
eternal. It is above and beyond man's natural conception. Man never
had any lumd in its design, its progress, or its completion. It is only
known by those to whom God, in the plenitude of His rich and free
mercy, has deigned to reveal it. The mind is led to that most
solemn utterance of Jesus recorded in the eleventh chapter of St.
Matthew's Gospel, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed
good in Thy sight." And again, in the next verse the words are
equally important and solemn: "Neither lmoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him." We
shall see presently, in the cursory ex'tmiuation of this union, that
divine revelation is limited to the Church of the living God.
The origin of the divine union rests with God Himself. It was
according to His own eternal decree. It was arranged in the eternity
past, long before time was in existence. By referring to that evermemorable Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians, we see by the first
chapter that the Church of God was chosen by God the Father in
Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, and that it was
according to the good pleasure of His will. ,\That declaration can be
simpler ~ Is it possible to gainsay this palpable account of the origin
of the divine union ~ Surely, if this union exists at all, it is the offspring of the Eternal One! Is it at all possible, or even probable,
that man had any influence in this eternal act of the Father 7 The
Epistle to the Ephesians gives man no standing-room whatever in the
mighty plan.
Having designed the union, it was necessary that the plan should be
fully developell in God's own time and way. Since the creation of
man, the development has been manifested. In every age a people
of the Father's eternal choice has been gathered out of many nations
as trophies of the blood of the Lamb, being interested in the divine
union j and in every succeeding age the members of the body of
Christ must be made conscious of their high calling, and brought
into experimental oneness with Christ until the whole Church is
complete. God's honour is at stake iu this matter. Shall He design,
and not carry out 7 Shall He decree, and fail of His purpose 7
Shall IIe choose the members of the one body, and be frustrated
by any power of men or devils ~ God forbid! "Let God he true,
:l.nd every man a liar!"
Let us briefly examine some of the illustrations which point to our
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subjt'ct.
The act of natural marriage is repeatedly set forth as
exhibiting in a faint measure the oneness of Jesus and His bride.
Marriage is doubtless the closest and dearest earthly tie possible,
and the earliest bond of affectionate relationship existing. In its pure
state in Eden, it was the height of natural perfection and earthly
love. Does not this set forth the intense love existing between Jesus
and His own beloved 7 If earthly marriage be so close a tie, what must
be the bond of spiritual wedlock! If the wife sink her identity in
that of her husband, how much more shall the wife of the Lamb lose
all her identity in that of the Lord God Almighty! If the wife
be so closely allied to her husband as to leave everything for his sake,
how much closer shall the Ohurch be to Ohrist, when brought into
experimental oneness with Him! (See Eph. v. 28-33.) Adam and
Eve were one flesh. Ohrist and His Ohurch are one spirit.
Eve,
after her surprise at being presented to Adam, was doubtless taken
up with admiration of the person of her husband; so, after the
astonishment and surprise of the child of God in being presented to
Christ, he is taken up with admiration and adoration of tho Person
of his Lord and Husband.
The bridegroom communicates all his
thoughts to his bride; so, in the spiritual marriage, the Bridegroom
tells the bride "all His heart." She is made the happy recipient
of all His mind and will towards her. She is eonstantly reminded
of the Bridegroom's unalterable love and affection, and she is shown
the treasmes which her Lover is engaged to bestow upon her, and the
jewels wherewith He will adorn her, even His own spotless righteousness. How close the union! How undivided the bond! How sweet
and free the communication !
But in the marriage of Adam and Eve there was a still closer bond
of oneness. In the stillness of deep sleep a rib was taken out of Adam,
and God formed it into a woman. Eve was not created out of dust
apart from Adam, but she was made out of Adam, bcing really part
of himself. She was most truly bone of his bone and flesh of his
flesh. The bond was, therefore, of a far higher character than that
of natural marriage. There existed a perfect oneness. This exhibits
the wonderful relationship and identity of Ohrist and His Ohurch.
The Ohurch is not external to Ohrist-she is not in any extraneous
position to Him-but she is as much Ohrist as Eve was Adam. Eve
was never apart from Adam; the Ohurch was never apart from Ohrist.
Adam ncver existed without Eve; Ohrist was never without His
Church. The union is eternal.
vVe may now observe that, after the serpent had beguiled Eve,
Adam was obliged to follow her in the transgression, for the great
love which he bore to her, and all owing to the complete union.
So, when in her Adam nature, the Ohurch of God fell, her glorious
Ishi followed her in the transgression. He took her sin upon Himself, and purged it, so that "there remaineth no condemnation to them
that are in Ohrist Jesus." The Bridegroom performed the atonement
for His bride, whose sin He was made, and ransomed her from the
power of the enemy. Death came upon all men by the first man, but
eternal life came by the Second Man to all in Him. Ohrist loved the
Church; He gave Himself for it. He has sanctified and cle;msecl it.
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He has "presented it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing." She partakes of the holiness of her
Head; she is a partaker of the divine nature. The holy seed, Christ
Jesus, has been sown by the Spirit, and has sprung up in the soul,
the hupe of glory. The incorruptible seed has flourished, for it liveth
and abideth for ever.
Another illustration setting forth the union is that of a temple or
building. The Architect of this spiritual temple is God. As David
prepared the materials for the temple in Jerusalem, so God has prepared and appointed every stone in the temple in Zion. In the
second chapter of Ephesi::ms we read, "And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the Chief Corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded
togethcr for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
Jesus Christ is the Foundation of the apostles and prophets. He is
the Corner-stone upholding the whole fabric of this spiritual workmanship. The Holy Ghost is the divine Builder, fitly framing every
stone, and placing it according to the Father's will, until the whole
temple is complete ::LS a habitation of God. This is not man's doing.
The Holy Ghost is alone the Operator; He alone fashions and enlivens
the p::Lrts of God's building. St. Peter, in speaking to "the elect
according to the foreknowledge of God," dwells upon this subject:
"Ye also, ::LS livcly stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offcr up spiritual s::Lcrifices acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ." No sacrifice outside the spiritual house can be acceptable to
God. N one can ever come" as lively stones" into this house of
'God unless fitted and builded there by the Holy Ghost. The whole
family of God upon whom He fixed His eternal love will be there.
Not a hoof shall be missing; not ::L stone shall be omitted. The
building, like its Architect ::Lnd its Framer, must be quite complete, to
the praise and glory of the Triune God. It must be "a building of
God, ::L house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." In
Hebrews xi. 10, it is spoken of as "a city which h::Lth foundation;:;, whose
Builder and Maker is [not man, but] God;" and, to show the identity
of the Corner-stone and the other stoncs of the building, there is a
wonderful p::Lssage in Revelation xxi. 22: "The Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb arc the temple of it."
Jesus gave us ::Lnother vivid illustration of the close tie between
Himself and His members. He said, "I am the Vine, ye are the
branches." The whole tree is comprised in the vine. The branches
are merely parts of the vine itself. The branches receive their strength
and vitality by being in direct communication with the stem and the
root. They receive no sap, no life, no nourishment from the root and
stem of any other tree. There must be special intercourse. What an
intimate rclatiomhip is here! How the blessings of spiritual life,
health, ::Lnd strength are seen to be inseparable from the body of
Christ in mystical union with Himself! The branches have grown
out of thc Vine. They are as much ::L part of it as Eve was of Adam.
As the S::Lp courses through the branches of the vine, so does the life
of God course through all the members of the one body. St. Paul
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says, " Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." It was the life
of Christ and the faith of Christ which caused Paul to triumph as
one of the redeemed of God.
\Ve will consider for a few moments another faithful representation
of indissoluble union. St. Paul, in Ephesians iv. 4, after speaking of
"the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," says, "There is one body."
Of course he means the spiritual body mentioned in the first chapter
of the same Epistle: "And gave Him to be the Head over all things to
the Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in
all." This is one of the most remarkable passages in the Scripture.
\Vho can fathom its depths, or declare its height or breadth? Carnal
wisdom scoffs at the truth contained in it. The religious world dare not
approach the mysteries of the kingdom couched in the language. They
turn aside, like the priest and the Levite, and go on their way,
rather than have their spurious confidence and peace put to the test.
This passage is the summary of all the doctrines of the cross. It
dethrones creature merit and duty faith, and establishes and exalts
the rich, sovereign, distinguishing, and free grace and mercy of God
in Christ.
The spiritual amI mystical body of Christ is beautifully set forth
by St. Paul in 1 Corinthians xii. The figure of man's body
is employed as an illustration. What can be more dignified or
symmetrical than the perfect human frame? It is complete. N ot ~t
member can be added, nor a member taken away, without making a
deformity. The all-wise Creator had a perfect design. Nothing can
be added to His work; nothing can be taken from it. His work is
as perfect as Himself, and answers the end for which it is designed.
The body is one, although it has many members. There is a perfect unity
in the body, although the members have diverse functions assigned to
them. The head is the controlling influence of the body. It directs,
controls, and prepares what is needful for the body; it fecls the pain
of any member; it is in the closest sympathy with all the members.
It is the seat of intelligence, hearing, tasting, smelling, and seeing.
The light of the boely is the eye, which is fixed in the head. The
hea<l and members are all necessary to each other; the head cannot
do without the most insignificant member, and the most important
member cannot dispense with the head. There is therefore no
schism in the body; the unity is too true for that. St. Paul-or I
should more properly say, the Holy Ghost by St. Paul-speaks of
the formation of the body as follows: "But now hath God set the
members, everyone of them, in the body as it hath ploased Him."
This is true of the natural body; is it true of the spiritual? Is every
member fixed in the spiritual body of Christ exactly when and where
it hath pleased the Father? If this be so, what becomes of man's
free-will to put himself at pleasure into the body of Christ? The
twelfth verse of 1 Corinthians xii. speaks of the perfection of the
hody of Christ in its wonderful completion; and the thirteenth verse
distinctly declares that the members are spiritually baptized into the
body, and "made to drink into one Spirit." Well may the redeemed
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people of God exclaim, ,,'What hath God wrought 7" He hath not
only framed the members of Christ's mystic body, but He hath made
them to drink into the blessings attached thereto. Each member is
anointed with the Spirit in measure according to the will of God,
for "the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal "-that is, every man of whom the Holy Ghost was speaking
in 'this astonishing chapter-every man who was part of the one
body-and in this one body, and in this ttlone, the Spirit works
graciously and savingly. There is life in the body, but death outside·
There are spiritual gifts in this body, but only natural gifts outside.
The Head is Christ. All the life of the body centres in Him. There
is no light but through Him. He is the wisdom of each member. All
the blessings He has to b~stow are stored up in Him, and daily and
hourly-nay, every moment-they are bestowed upon the various
members. Not one is forgotten. All are "complete in Him." They are
accepted, not in their own persons as creatures, but in the Beloved.
They are rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith.
From Him the nourishment requisite is administered, so that the
members bring forth fruit-the fruit of the Head, which is given to
them. "From the Head all the body by joints and bands having
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the
increase of God" (Col. ii. 19). The Spirit of God is therefore
incessantly active in the body. He dwells in each member. St. Paul
says, "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."
In 1 John iv. 13, we read a very discriminating text, which is a
touchstone to God's own children under the Holy Ghost's infallible
and sovereign teaching: "Hereby know we [this is a knowledge of
assertion] that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath
given us of His Spirit;" and the Apostle takes pains to draw the
line of sharp distinction between those born of God and the whole
world lying in the wicked one. Those born of God, and not of man,
flesh or blood, are the chosen members of Christ. Those lying in the
wicked one are not the chosen of God in Christ, and form no part of
that glorious Church which is "without wrinkle or any such thing."
Not ,being of the body, they receive no spiritual life, and they have no
spiritual function whatever. Spirituality is quite impossible without
the union to the great and sovereign Head.
We may judge of the closeness of the mystic union from a few
texts which the Holy Ghost has recorded for the benefit of the one
family. Any insult or injury done to the people of God is recognized
by God as being done to Himself-" He that toucheth you toucheth
the apple of His eye" (Zech. ii. 8). "With Me thou shalt be in
safeguard." Jesus impresses this truth in two instances: "Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
done it unto Me;" and, again, when the set time came for Saul to
be stopped in his murderous career by sovereign grace, Jesus said,
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou ME 7" How close the body is to
the Head, and how carefully the Head keeps His spiritual Israel! It
is owing to the union that redemption is efficacious on behalf of the
Church of God. The Head suffered to set the members free. This
was mercy. But how was justice thereby satisfied 1 Suppose a man
D
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was found guilty of murder, and condemned to death, could justice be
stttisfied by killing an innocent substitute? It is impossible. The
sinner himself must suffer, or jUdice would still call for the m\lrderer's
death. But, when the Head suffered for the sins of the body, they
suffered in union with Him, and justice was eternally satisfied. It is impossible for any except the members of the body to receive any henefit
from the death of Christ. They not only suffered with Him, but they
rose again in Him, and now they "sit with Him in heavenly places."
"As He is, so are they in this "world." It follows that all men
are not redeemed. Only the blood-bought throng can enter the
eternal temple of God; and they will truthfully ascribe the work and
the honour to the Lamb: "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed llS
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation." What a precious song to sing!
To show relationship, the people of God are repeatedly spoken of
as one family-just as if they were entirely separate from the multitude of the world. Jesus is spoken of as "the First-born among many
brethren," and as being "the Elder Brother." He is not ashamed to
own His brethren-those born into the family. He says, "I 1uill declare
Thy name nnto My brethren; in the midst of the Church will I
sing praise unto Thee." This language is very exclusive and inclusive.
It is confined to the brethren, or the Church. vVhen J oseph would
make himself known to his brethren in the flesh, it was such an entire
and special family matter that all attendants and stranp;ers were
ordered out of the room; and, when he was left alone, he disclosed his
heart to them, and spoke words which only touched upon the family.
So, when the spiritual J oseph yearns over His own body the Church,
He shuts out the world when the time for His disclosures has arrived.
Then He speaks comforting family words to His own heloved brethren,
which the world cannot understand. Jesus, in the flesh, said plainly
unto His disciples, "Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is llot given." Jesus will
take ample care of these brethren, and, at the close of time-matters, He
will say, "Behold, I and the children which God hath given Me ;" for
" all that the Father giveth :Me shall come to Me." Tnere will be the
full quantity: "Every Olle of them in Zion appeareth before God."
All those who are specified in Psalm cxxxix. shall be found in the
great gathering, even to a Mary Magdalene, a woman of Samaria,
a dying thief, a bloody Manasseh, a beggar Lazarus, or a murderous,
persecuting Saul of Tarsus; and all this is the issue of eternal
union. All the ::nembers are plants of righteousness, planted by God
in Christ, by the Spirit's operation: "Those that be planted in the
house of the Lord [Christ] shall flourish in the courts of our God."
There is no risk of failure; God has made everything secure by
eternal provision and design.
The imitators of these plants in Christ, having only root in themselves, and not in Christ, shall be rooted up, "for the flesh profiteth
nothing." Much of what is apparently flourishing in the religious
world will never stand the test, for God has not been the planter.
"Every plant that My Heavenly Father hath not planted shall be
rooted up."

3 ;)
~

The Gospel M ag-azZ1le.

I will only mention one more illustration setting forth the great
care which Jesus takes of His own. Jesus cxhibits Himself as a Good
Shepherd, and His people as the sheep. He is a worthy Shepherd in
every respect, n,ncl He is quite able to keep His sheep from all their
enemies. How carefully He guards thcm! By day and night His eye
is watching them. He waters and keeps them every moment. When
they are weary, He gently leads them along or carries them in His
bosom. But, far more than all besides, He lays down His life for the
sheep, and gives them etern:.Ll life, so that they can never perish. ,\That
a precious Shepherd! Where would the sheep wander to if His vigilant
eye did not watch them ~ By the mouth of Ezekiel xxxiv. 11, the
Lord says, "Behold, I, even I, will both search My sheep and seek
them out." The following verses are to the same effect. ThE' declaration is assertive, without any fleshly condition to be performed by the
sheep. God's words are not mockery. The sheep are sought out, brought
in, and kept unto eternal life, because of relationship-because they
were" chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world." The union
is viviJly described by Jesus in John xvii. The members are one with
Jesus as Jesus is one with the Father j the unity is perfect, and must
remain so to all eternity. No effort of the religious world, in its voracious
lo\'e for universal salvation, can ever add to the nnity of the body of
Christ. The sheep are numbered, marked, and known, and they will all
eventually stand at the right hand. There will not be a single sheep
on the left hand. Christ will "see of the travail of His soul and
shall be satisfied."
Although earthly types and shadows must fail, we plainly perceive
that the union is divine, being originated by God Himself j and
the members of the body are partakers of the divine nature. It
is close, intimate, and mystical, shown by the marriage union, Adam
and Eve, and the vine. It is real, essential, and indissoluble, as shown
by the Head ::md members being one body. It is life-giving and lifesustaining, as shown by the constant circulation which is going on in
the body. It is compact and perfect, as shown by the completeness
and perfection of the body. It is tender and loving, as shown by the
Shepherd and the sheep. It is secure and eternal, as shown by Jesus
Himself in the prayerful breathings recorded in John xvii., when He
opened out His heart to the eleven after the departure of Judas. It
is good, pleasant, and frnitful j for on the mountains of Zion the Lord
commands the blessing, even life for evermore.
A CRUMB.
"As many as to'Uched Him weTe made pe1fectly whole."-MATT. xiv. 36.
'\THAT was the condition of those poor people who pressed near to
the Saviour ~ Just that which is ours nowadays-blind, halt, lame,
deaf-ah! and often dumb too j and so equally the proper objects
a,nd subjects for the divine pity aud healing. Yes, as much in need
of the Physician spiritually as they were physically.
Do note the halo of compassion which surrounds the above passage,
dear reader-not here and there one, but "as many"-that is, all-who
D
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"touched Him were made perfectly whole." What! not one refused, nor
upbraided, nor overlooked, nor put off, nor despised 1 No; and an
because Jesus was the Physici,m.
Oh, we might apologize for our
doubts, and excuse our unbelief, if we had only "man, whose breath
is in his nostrils," to depend upon; but our hearts must indeed be
hard to be insensible to the loving pity of Immanuel. We will not
spare ourselves, dear friends. "What could He have done more for
His vineyard that He has not done in it 1 "
Does anyone say, "But they literally touched Him" 1 And hast
thou not spiritually touched Him 1 When thou didst wrestle with
Him so as to say, "I win not let Thee go," was llot that touching
Him 1 But, if thou still question est, has He not touched thee? Has He
not put His finger upon thine eyes, and at least made thee see what
thou art 1 Oh, why has He shown thee thus much, if He had
"meant to destroy thee" 1
Oh, for grace to honour Him by giving Him the praise of our
salvation! Have not our faces often been suffused with shame when
we have read the Redeemer's touching question, "Were there not
ten cleansed, but where are the nine 1 l.' Alas! for our little faith,
our flickering love, our faint-heartedness, our ingratitude! But how
great is the mercy which bears with our shortcomings! how vast the
love which can cast them all into the depths of the sea! Hart says,
and truly" Everyone, without exemption,
That believes
Now receives
Absolute redemption."
J. P. C.
Cardiff·

,S.erm.oltS nub- lofts .of £.erm.ons.
SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER,
BRISTOL,
JULY 11TH, 1880, BY THE REV. W. H. PAINTER, CURATE.
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus. "-ROMANS viii. 1.
"No condemnation!" Can this be true? "No condemnation" to
:sinners, to men who have broken the law of' God, neglected His Word,
and despised His ordinances 1 Yes, this is the message contained in
our text. But is this declaration true of all? Are all delivered from
condemnation 1 Are all declared to be free from all punishment ~
Alas! no; very few are so, for our text declares, "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." You perceive, then, that the blessing here mentioned is limited to those who
are "in Christ." With what earnestness, with what diligence, with
what steadfastness of purpose, should you tlwrefore ask yourselves
these all-important questions, "Am I in Christ 1" "Am I a believer
in Him 1" "Have I been enabled to cast all my own righteousnesil
to the moles arid bats, and to seek to 'be found in Him, not having
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mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith' 1" "Have I been enabled to receive Christ in the perfection
of His finisher! and accepted work-to rely upon that work exclusively
ior salvation 1" It is only as a sinner lives upon Him by faith that
he can know that he is "in Him," and experience this blessing. In
<order, therefore, that the people of God amongst us may have a fuller
€njoyment of their high standing in Christ, and that some poor
harassed and am..-ious sinner may be enabled, by the Spirit's teaching,
to see the application of these words to himself, I would direct your
attention, and may the Spirit direct your hearts1. To the standing of God's people-they are "in Christ Jesus."
n. To the blessedness they have in Him-" no condemnation."
I. The standing of God's people-they are" in Christ Jesus." How
frequently does the expression "in Christ" occur in the Scriptures.
Let us, therefore, endeavour to ascertain its true meaning.
1. This expression imports that God's people are " in Christ"
jedemlly, i.e., by covenant arrangemE'nt on the part of God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. Thus we read in Scripture
that the Lord Jesus was set up as the covenant Head of His people.
In Psalm lxxxix. 3, where He is called David, it is said of Him, "I
have made a covenant with My chosen: I have exalted One chosen
out of the people." The same truth is taught us in Isaiah xlii. 1, 6,
where we read, "Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in
whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him; He shall
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles." "I the Lord have called Thee
in righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and
give Thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles."
And, if you ask me, "When was the Lord thus set up and appointed
as the covenant Head of His people1" I reply, before the foundation of
the world, for He "was verily foreordained before the foundation of
the world" (1 Peter i. 20). Then also were the covenant people
'Chosen ont of the mass of mankind and given to Him: "According
as He ha,t.h chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world"
(Eph. i. 4). "Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me" (John
xvii. 6). And this which is asserted of the Church as a whole is
true of each individual member thereof, for said St. Paul, in Romans
xvi. 13, "Salute Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and
mine." How frequently did our Lord teach the federal union of
Himself and His people! In John vi. 37, we find Him saying, "All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me;" also in chapter xvii.
2, 11, 24, "Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He may
give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him." "Holy Father,
keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me,
that they may be one, as we are." "Father, I will that they also
whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am."
Dear brethren, this is the truth which above all others should fill
the hearts of the Lord's believing people amongst us with joy-that,
without a work of their own-yea, notwithstanding all their foreseen
evil works -they have been federally united to Christ from before
the foundation of the world.
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2. This expression, "in Christ," further imports that those who are
in Him ::Lre so legally, as their Surety ::Lnd Representative. Consider
what are the offices of a surety and representative amongst men. A
surety is one who undertakes to pay the debts of a debtor, if that
person should be unable to discharge them. A representative ::Lcts on
behalf of his clients, or the persons whom he represents. Hence,
Members of Parliament, as representatives of their constituencies, act
on behalf of them.
Now apply this to the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is the Surety of a better covenant (Heb. vii. 22). He, then, was
responsible for the debts of the covenant people-debts which they
themselves were totally unable to pay-a debt of penal suffering, and
a debt of active obedience; and these debts He has paid in full.
There was, I have said, the debt of infinite penal suffering-that Ho
has discharged, for it is written, "Christ also !lath once suffered for
sins, the Just for [instead of] the unjust" (1 Peter iii. 18). " Ohrist
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
linstead of] us" (Gal. iii. 13). And there was also the debt of active
obedience. This also He has discharged, for He "bccame obedient unto
death [as far as to death], even the death of the cross" (Phil. ii. 8).
What then follows 7 vVhat follows, if the surety has paid the debt of
his fellow-man, but the discharge in full of that debtor 7 Much more
must it be so in the heavenly court. If the divine Surety has paid
the debts of His people, they are, they must be free; for God shows
Himself in Ohrist as "just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus "-as "faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness" (Rom. iii. 26; 1 John i. 9).
So, as the Representative of the people of God, has He done all, that
the sentence of our text might be pronounced upon them, "no condemnation." vVere they through their connection with Adam, the
representative of the whole human race, reckoned, in consequence of his
sin, transgressors of the law, and did sentence of death pass upon them 7
So in Christ, the Representative of the family of God. are they declared
to have obeyed the law, and consequently is eternal life their blessed
portion; for it is written (Rom. v. 19), "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall
many be made righteom." "He bath made Him to be sin for us who
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). " It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead [lit.,
have died] with Him, we shall also live with Him" (2 Tim. ii. 11).
" Now if we be dead with Ohrist, we believe that we shall also
live with Him: knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth
no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He
died, He died unto sin once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto
God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead imleed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Ohrist our Lord ;.' (Rom. vi. 8-11).
Christ's obedience and death were a representative obedience and
death, and they were consequently the obedience and death of the
people represented by Him.
Brethren, bow full of comfort is this truth to the Lord's
;j(-

The death here mentioned is a past death, the tense being the past tense.
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believing people! Said one of the profoundest thinkers of our day,
the late Dr. Jeune, formerly Bishop of Peterborough, in one of his
university sermons, "Let me realize the great mystery of the reciprocal
substitution of Christ and the believer, or rather, their perfect unityHe in them, and they in Him-which He has expressly taught; and
let me believe that, as I was in Christ crucified on Calvary, He will
in fact stanll before the throne in my person: mine the sin, His the
penalty; His the shame, mine the glory j His the thorns, mine the
crown; His the merits, mine the reward. Verily, Thou shalt answer
for me, 0 Lord my righteousness."
But how is this federal and legal union of Christ and His people
to be experienced and enjoyed ~ Only by the teaching and grace of
the Holy Ghost; and this is secured to them, for observe, the people
of God are "in Him" spiritually and eJ]Jerirnentally by the operation
of the Spirit in their hearts: "For," says the Apostle, "by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into
one Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 13). By the teaching and power of the Holy
Ghost the believing sinner is enabled to enjoy his union with Christ
in His death and resurrection, sees that all his debts have been paid
in full, and realizes that divine justice has now no claim upon him,
that the curse has been blotted out, and that eternal life is now his
portion, in accordance with the Saviour's own gracious declaration,
" Verily, verily I say nnto yon, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life."
And this leads me to speak ofn. The blessedness of those who are" in Christ": "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
Against the believer in Jesus is written, "No condemnation by the
law." This is the conclusion at whieh the Apostle arrives from the
arguments he was led to use in the preceding chapters of this Epistle.
In those chapters he argues that the only ground of the sinner's justification before God is the perfect work of Christ, not the deeds of the
law; and, having established that point, he says, "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." And are
not these glad tidings for the sinner convinced of sin by the Holy
Ghost, who has found that the law condemns, and cannot save 1 As
he is graciously taught by the Spirit what he is-against whom he has
sinned-as he is further enabled by that Spirit to believe in the Lord
Jesus with his heart, so is he taught somewhat of what it is to be united
to Him as his Surety and Representative; to have been redeemed by Him
from the law's curse; to be justified by Him from all things from which
he could not be justified by the law of Moses, and to hear Him say, "I,
even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins;" and then the joyful language of that
poor sinner is, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within
me bless His holy name: . . . who forgiveth all thine iniquities."
My brethren, can it be said of each one present this evening, that
to you do the words apply, "No condemnation" 1 Oh, if there be
one here who is conscious that he has not believed savingly in
Christ, let him romember those solemn words of the Saviour, "He
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that believeth not is condemned already." But, if a poor trembling
sinner asks, "Is there forgiveness for me 1 I have been a great sinner;
yea, a terrible sinner. Can I be forgiven?" to him the reply is sent,
the Lord, who forgave Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor and the blasphemer, forgives sinners now for Christ's sake. Christ has s,.id, aUlI He
will not alter the word that has gone out of His lips, "Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life."
Again, against the believer in Jesus is written, " No condemnation
by Satan." Remember his title, " the accuser of the brethren." Behold
how he acts, as described in that remarkable vision with which the
prophet Zechariah was favoured: "And he showed me Joshua, the
high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto
Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the Lord that hath
chosen .Terusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of
the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel." And in the same way does Satan now act. He
accuses the Lord's believing people of shortcomings in the Lord's
service, of negligence, of worldliness, and of carnality. He points
to their filthy garments, and the result is, mourning and sorrow of
heart. But such accusations are no cause for discouragement. If
Satan is the accuser, Christ is the Advocate: "If any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;" and He
undertakes His people's cause even as He undertook that Qf Joshua.
The charges brought against that servant of His He did not deny.
"He answered and spake unto those that stood before Him, saying,
Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him He said,
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe
thee with change of raiment." In like manner He now admits that
each of His people is "a brand plucked out of the fire;" that the
garments of each one are "filthy;" that they have been and are disobedient and guilty of all the offences alleged against them. BLlt then how
powerful the pleas that He urges on their behalf! He declares, "What
they have not done, I, their Representative, have done. I have obeyed
the law in their stead, and My name is now theirs, for' this is the name
whereby she,' the Church of God, 'shall be called, The Lord our righteousness.' The death which they had deserved as transgressors I have
died, and the debts which they could not pay, I, their Surety, have
discharged; yea, I have put away sin by the sacrifice of Myself."
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus." Well may each believing soul challenge Satan with, "Who shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
·Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God." Satan, then, may
accuse you; yea, he wilt accuse you, my fellow-believer; but remember, Christ by His Spirit declares, "No condemnation." But let others
beware. Some there are who are never troubled by Satan; IHJVer
accused by him. He is sure of them; he therefore lulls them to sleep
-gives their consciences opiates. But how fearful will be the awakell-
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LUg of such hereafter! "Many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt." Oh, that the Lord may cause the trumpet of
His Gospel to sound in your ears, and show you that, so long as you
know not what it is to be in Christ, you are indeed in condemnation!
Moreo\'er, against the believer who is in Christ is written, "No
<condemnation by conscience." Conscience, God's vicegerent in man,
may and will accuse the child of God, but more it cannot do.
It cannot condemn him at the bar of God. Yes, if conscience has
been quickened by the Spirit-if He has made it and keeps it tenderit will reprove, and rebuke, aua aecuse. It will accuse the believer
of sinful thoughts, imaginations, desires, passions, and feelings. As a
faithful monitor, it will tell the man, "Thou hast been slothful and
negligent in reading the vVord of God, in speaking of and for Christ,
in prayer, and in repentance." But tois is all that it can do. It cannot
eternally condemn, for" there is now no condemnation to them which
are ill Christ J eous." The people of God have been chosen in Christ,
redeemed in Christ, called in Christ, accepted in Christ, adopted in
Christ, and will be eternally glorified in Christ; consequently there is
"' no cOlldemnation" to them. Look, then, believer, in all thy accusations to thy great Advocate, Surety, and Representative. He will never
forsake one nor cast off one whose cause He has undertaken. His
blood still pleads for His people's forgiveness. His righteousness is still
the ground of their acceptance by His Father. His redemption is eternal.
Here is safe standing-ground for the tried and accused people of the
Lord. Once in Christ always in Christ. If you have died in Him, you
shall live in Him; if He has blotted out sin, that shall never again
be seen by God; if He has cast it into the depths of the sea, it shall
never be brought up again; if He has put it behind His back, it
shall never he brought before His face; if He has removed it away
as far as the east is from the west, it shall never be again placed
upon the head of one who has been, is, and will be for ever in Christ
Jesus.
FRAGMENTS

FROM

AN

OLD

PORTFOLIO.

THE OLD BEATEN TRACK TO THE KINGDOM.

OH, blessed Lord, do enable me ever to keep in remembrance that it
is "through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." May I
at the same time never lose sight of the Apostle's argument, "If
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons: for what son is he whom the Father
chasteneth not 7"
I would remember likewise, dearest Lord, how needful-yea, how
positively indispensable-trial and affliction of some sort are; especially
in my case, because I am such a lingerer-such a loiterer-on my
pilgrim course. It is only as I am stirred up, and that by anxiety,
or perplexity, or a something or other beyond my own management
or control, that I seem to be roused, or seek to make any progress
whatever Christ ward or heavenward.
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It does seem sad, but it is nevertheless true, that, after all the
Fatherly discipline under which I have for so many, many years been
placed, I have as much cause now as ever to exc1aim"Look how we g1'ovel here below,
"In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Fond of these trifling toys;
Hosannahs languish on our tongues,
Our souls can neither tly nor go
To reach eternal joys,
And our devotion dies."
,

I

Fifty years ago, I used, in this plaintive song of the immortal
to ask-

WATTS,

"Dear Lord, and shall we ever live
At this poor dying rate 1
Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great?"

Ah! then I used mentally to reply, "Certainly not. Surely there
will come a time when it will be otherwise; when I shall have
control over this weakness, and rise superior to the other infirmity;
when I shall be more spiritual and less carnal; when I shall be more
dead to the world and alive to the things of God; when creature
vanities will virtually vanish, and eternal realities open the more
fully and blessedly to my mind, absorbing my thoughts and engrossing
my affections."
But, after that protracted period-that half-century-has passed, is it
in reality as I conceived it would be 1 Alas! alas! to my shame
do I speak it, it is far, far otherwise.
I acknowledge with deep humiliation before God that, by comparison, I believe I am far less spiritually-minded now than then.
Instead of being less worldly, I am more so. Instead of longing for
heaven and the immediate presence of God and the Lamb as I
used to do, I am willing-yea, and anxious-to tarry, even down
here, in these low lands, in this vale of tears, where my best
Friend is so little known and less cared for.
Oh, ought these things so to be 7 No, no, indeed; and yet, such
is my coward heart, and so does my fainting, weary spirit recoil
from trial and shrinl~ at the veriest prospect of renewed afflictions,
bereavements, loneliness, and desolation, that I fear to sing with onc
tithe th'Ol heartiness and the sincerity I once did"Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours."
THE MYSTERIES OF THE INNER LIFE.

a problem is grace, and how strange and contradictory are the
operations of the mind! Notwithstanding the honest confessions which
I have just made, how often I sigh-especially in tile openings of a
fresh day in the time-statc-in the language of the poot- .
WHAT

" Oh, when will God my joy complete,
And make an end of sin 1
When shall I walk the land and meet
No Canaanite therein 1"
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In spite of all that I am in myself, and all the perverse and contrary
and defiled workings of my own deceitful and treacherous heart, there
are times and seasons when, in all sincerity, I can say" I long from this body of sin to be free,
'Which hinders my joy and communion with Thee."

Yea, at such times, I can appeal to a heart-searching, rein-trying
God, and say, "As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God. When shall I come and appear before God 1"
At such seasons, the language of my heart is, " Tell me, 0 Thou
whom my soul loveth, where Than feedest, where Thou makest Thy
flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside
by the flocks of Thy companions 1"
I do, upon these occasions, so feel the force and the blessedness
of the Apostle's words, "For our conversation is in heaven, from
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ;" and
I cannot help deeply emphasizing, "Who shall change OUT vile body,
that it may bE; fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to
the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto
Himself."
" Musing on my habitation,
Musing on my heavenly home,
Fills my soul with holy longing;
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!
Vanity is all I see;
Lord, ( long to be with Thee."

PATIENCE.

AND yet, Lord, I would not be impatient, nor do I desire to be beforehand with Thee. I don't wish to play the coward with respect to
trial and affliction, neither do I "desire to depart and be with Christ"
until I can realize that Thy time has fully come, and that any
little work in which I may be engaged for Thee is fully and finally
accomplished.
I recoil from the idea, Lord, of having, so to speak, anticipated Thee
in Thine appointments. I would not in the leastwise, Lord, indulge
in the spirit of the prophet 'when he "sat dovm under a juniper
tree, and he requested for himself that he might die," saying, "It
is enough j now, 0 Lord, take away my life, for I am not better
than my fathers j " nor would I cherish the faintheartedness, rebellion,
and ingratitude of a J onah, who "wished in himself that he
might i die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live." No,
rather let it be mine to exclaim, with the afflicted Job, "Though
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him j" and "All the days of my
appointed time will I wait., until my change come."
If this spirit of patient waiting be but vouchsafed, then sure I
am that, when the Lord's own good time shall have fully come, I
shall be enabled to exclaim, with the exulting Simeon, "Now, Lord,
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
D. A. D.
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CHRIST, OR ANTICHRIST 1
A QUESTION FOR ENGLISHMEN TO ANSWER
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PHEACHED AT ST. MARY-~E-PORT, BRISTOL,
ON NOVElIfBER 5TH, 1880, BY THE REV. J. OHlIIISTON, HECTOR.

"He that is not with JJ1e is against Me."-MATTHEW xii. 30.
THERE is (the preacher remarked) in this short utterance of the Lord
Jesus Christ a two-fold definition-a concise definition of vital Clwistianity,
and one equally clear of anti-Christianity. Between these two there is
a great gulf fixed. The unerring Word of Truth Himself has authoritatively separated them.
Our text deals with fundamental principles-principles which have
found their respective representatives in professing Christendom for the
past eighteen hundred years. Epochs have indeed occurred when those
two widely divergent classes of men have more openly than at others
ranged themselves under their respective banners. Satan's tactics, however, often shift themselves so as most conveniently to gain his evil ends.
In the days of the apostles he busily scattered his tares amongst the pure
wheat of the preached Gospel. St. Paul, referring to the geT'fI1S of
that great "apostasy" which required centuries to mature it as a
system and a Church, expressly declared to the people of God at
Thessalonica, "The mystery of iniquity doth already work" (2 Thess.
ii. 7). The inspired pen of that same great authority likewise went
on to foretell a time when those germs should take deep root and
bring forth a foul harvest of ecclesiastical pride, false teaching, lying
wonders, strong delusion, and soul-perdition.
And what is our own position, dear friends, to-day 1 'What do our
eyes behold around us ~ We cannot fail to be struck with the marvellously exact fulfilment of the prophetic word. The page of history teems
with proofs that the predicted apostasy-a "falling away" from "the
faith once delivered to the saints "-early divided the visible Church into
two great hostile camps, The old Pagan empire of Rome, no longer
able to withhold the rising influence and power of the Papacy, yielded,
as St. Paul prophesied, and the" Lawless One," the "Man of Sin," the
anti-Chri,tian head of an organized counterfeit of the true Church of God,
became manifested. For twelve hundred years past there has been a
succession in the throne at the Lawless One, that Wicked One "who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped j " and we have lived to see the day when a poor worm of
the dust has claimed to be considered the one infallible man in the
whole earth, as being the VICE-Christ, or Antic1n'ist. The Pope of
Rome to-day sits in the professing Church as head over us all. He
usurps to himself the official right to impose new articles of faith upon
the consciences of his fellow-men, as, for instance, that heresy called
the immaculate, or sinless, conception of Mary. Dr. Manning, Rome's
higheiSt authority in England, has stated the case in these words:
"No [Roman] Catholic can hesitate for one instant in professing his
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faith that the supernatural and spiritual prerogatives which wem
wielded by the Son of God in Person attach to His Vicar on earth; "
and the same devoted priest of the great apostasy has likewise
written of one of the Popes that he "was elevated to be, in his
Master's name, king of kings and lord of lords!"
vVlmt wonder
is it that a system presided oVer by a man who thus blasphemously claims
to be considered the deputy of our glorious, reigning Lord Jesus
Christ, should be judicially given up by the living God "to believe
a lie" 1 "For this cause "-namely, because they received not the
love of the truth, that they might be saved-" God shall send them
strong delusion." The religion of Popery is a huge delusion. Deceit
is under its lips whenever it speaks. Well did Cecil describe it as
" the masterpiece of Satan." The terrible lengths of delusion to which
modern Rome has been divinely suffered to go may well be illustrated
by the following review of a book entitled, "Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin: its Excellence, and How to Practice It." The review appeared
in last week's Tablet-a Romish organ-from whence I copied it.
"The object of this little book," says the Roman Catholic reviewer,
"is sufficiently indicated by its title; and the mode in which that
object is carried out appears to us to be singularly happy and effective.
Once realize, he argues, the incommunicable dignity of Mary, and the
devotion which the Catholic Church both sanctions and promotes
becomes as natural as it is necessary. It follows as a matter of course.
• Bring before your mind (he says) the Divine Majesty, that immense
and infinite Being in whose sight angels and men, the whole world,
and a million other worlds besides more perfect than this, are less
than nothing. Having grasped the idea of this infinite greatness,
look upon Mary. She is the mothe1· of this great Gael-truly a~d
really His mother. To her God, in the Person of Jesus Christ, she
is able to say with truth and with all a mother's right, "Tlwu art my
Son, formed of my flesh and blood. It was I who gave Thee life, and
brought Thee to the light of day." Think of her as a Virgin who has
received over her God that a1dhority inseparable from the position of
mother-who beholds her God become in a manner dependent on he1· in
becoming her Son..
V{ould it be possible to confer a higher
dignity on auy human being than God has conferred on Mary by
making her really and truly His mother 1 How, then, can she be to()
much loved, honoured, and glorified by us 1 If the respect and veneration due to any person is to be measured by his dignity, position,
and power, all these things being united in Mary to an incomparable
extent, the homage and respect paid to her should be without limit.'"
The worship of an ideal goddess, called "Mary," has come in Spain
and other Romish lands to be the most popular phase of modern
European idolatry. The Mary of the four Gospels and the ideal
Mary of Liguori and of Pius the Ninth have little more in common
than the name; and, alas! this bold innovation upon the worship
of the Triune Jehovah has its active sympathisers and exponents within
the pale of our own beloved Protestant Church. Thus an organ of
the Ritualists has authoritatively avowed: " We are one with Roman
Catholics in faith, and we have a common foe to fight. We give
lDur people the fact, the real doctrine of the Mass, first; the name will
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come of itself by-and-bye. So with regard to the cultus of the Virgin;
we shall only be able to establish this by slow, cautious steps. If
this be really our hope, surely it is better for us to wait patiently
while we are working towards its attainment" (Union Review). Well
may Rome's chief spokesman in England address himself to the Popish
priesthood now labouring amongst us to bring back this Protestant
nation to the rule of Antichrist in the foliowing exultant strain:
"He (Dr. Manning) would ask his rev. brethren present, how often
they were now engaged in controversies regarding transubstantiation
or invocations? (Several voices: 'Very seldom.') Did it happen once
a year? (Cries of 'No. ') Should he tell them why? It was because
so large a number of the clergy of the Established Church had taken
from their hands the labour of contending for the chief principle of
the Catholic doctrine which he had referred to, and left them in
the peaceful and happy occupation of reaping the benefits; and he
(Dr. Manning) confessed he would rather be a humble reaper or it
simple gleaner than armed with the weapons of war." It is clear,
therefore, that an extensive movement is in operation in England the
object of which is to indoctrinate the minds of our countrymen with
the deadly leaven of anti-Christianity. It is wholly in vain that some
plead the enlightenment of the nineteenth century, the increase of
knowledge, our innate love of liberty, and so forth, as arguments
against the possibility of a natiollal return to Popery. Is it not
notorious that, during the past forty years, Rome has received into her
embrace large numbers of our nobility, aristocracy, gentry, clergy,
and other members of the learned professions? And what are the
facts connected with the incrflase of Roman Catholic population in
England? Let it be noted that I leave 11'eland entirely out of the
calculation. The Roman Catholic Directory is my authority, together
with Ravenstein's denominational statistics. Whereas, in 1780, the
Romish population in England was one in one hundred, and in 1845
was less than one in fifty, it is now one in fourteen! What does
this imply? Again, what wonder that our school boards, hoards of
guardians, hospital committees, and other national and municipal
institutiOl-ls should become increasingly leavened with the presence and
interference of Romish priests and laymen, when so large a percentage
of the population as the following has come to represent the strength of
the Papacy in our chief towns? Thus in eight towns in Scotland the
Romish element is said to be thirteen and a half per cent. of the population; in Blackburn, fourteen per cent.; in Birkenhead, fifteen per cent.;
in Liverpool, nineteen per cent.; and in Preston, twenty-two per cent.;;'
Again, the rapid increase in Rome's priestly army in England is
full of perilous meaning. In 1851 (about which time the Pope
divided England into dioceses, and officered them with bishops) there
were 958 priflsts at work amongst us; in 1880 there are no fewer than
2,234! So also Romish chapels, of which in 1851 there were 683,
whereas now they number 1,436. Monasteries and convents in 1851
amounted to 70; in 1880 they are set down as having increased to
480. Jesuits, monks, friars, and foreign priests are at this moment
." Vide "The Dangers and Defences of English Protestantism," by vVilIiam
Marshall. (8. W. Partridge and Co.)
-
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crowding in by steamboat and rail, and, with their wealthy resource,",
arc purchasing mansions and lands in England on the most alarming scale.
The Republican government of Roman Catholic France, as well UR
Germany and Italy, refuses to allow the continuance of the monastic
orders of Rome, as being dangerous to the poace of the State, and
has, therefore, consistently and summarily ejected them from the
commonwealth; and we of England, of Protestant England, with
the terrible history of the past before us, are pursuing the suicidal
course of allowing those conspirers against all law and order to
settle down on our soil. Let me further remind you, dear friends, that
the law of our land is being openly violated by this Roman Catholic
incursion. The Act of 1829, which so fatally admitted Romanists
to Parliament as legislators for "this Protestant kingdom," distinctly
provides against the residence in England of members of the order
of Jesuit:;, and of similar organized communities of Roman Catholics.
Surely, it is time-and indeed it may be said that it is nearly
too late-to cope with this tremendous concentration of the power
of Antichrist. The call to take a position of practical antagonism
against the gigantic system of intolerance and superstition which our
forefathers so determinedly cast off three hundred years ago, at the
cost of the martyrdoms of Smithfield and Oxford, is to day clear and
decided. "He that is not with Me is against Me" are the terms
of this compaign, as proclaimed by the Christ of God, and heralded
by His sent servants. All who, through grace, have been led and enabled
to see in Jesus a finished salvation have no choice. Such are already
committed to "contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints." The honour of their Captain's name, the rights and prerogatives
of His throne, the interests of His kingdom, and the liberties of His
Church tmd cause, combine in this call to arms. The Bible, its
blessed testimonies, and our blood-bought right to read it, and circulate
it, and teach it, unfettered by the impracticable conditions of the
fallen Church of Rome, are involved in this holy war.
Is it not our highest joy, beloved in Christ, to believe that our
Lord Jesus is K.ing of kings and Lord of lords 7 Do we not tonight firmly hold to the glorious truth that all power in heaven and in
earth is vesteu in Him at the Father's right hand 7 that by Him
kings rule, empires are established, nations are blessed or chastised,
peoples are exalted or debased, accordingly as they honour or despise
Him and His laws 7 that the poor potsherds of the earth have
no might nor wisdom against Him, as Sovereign Head over all
things to that Church which is His body 7 These are, I trust,
verities and convictions possessing our hearts and consciences at
this eventful epoch of our country's history; and, if so, let
us prayerfully, intelligently, and courageously rally together to
resist proud Antichrist's encroachments upon our liberties, both civil
and religious, determining by the enabling grace of God to hand
down to our children the birthright which we ourselves have
inherited from our martyred sires. The taint of Romanism is upon
almost everything around us. Fleshly taste, inste'td of spirituality
and Scriptural purity, is taking possession of our national worship.
Conformity and Nonconformity are both alike falling victims to the
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poisoned atmosphere. Our duty is plainly, therefore, to oppose the
first show of that which is not spiritual and Scriptural in its ongm.
This will tend, no doubt, to make us nnpopular. But we are called,
by the text of this evening, to take higher ground than to aim at
the approval of man. One is our 1\1aster. The Truth-the living,
personal Truth-is our supreme Guide. Some of those who now hear
me may differ from me as to the. possibility of Antichrist's regaining
his long-lost power and supremacy in our dear England; but I am
convin:;ed that unless, as n nntion, we again j'enounce the presence and
interference of the great abomination-of that false woman who sits
upon the beast-as surely as we partake of her sins, and repent not,
so shall we receive of her plagues (Rev. xviii. 4).
Those of you, dear friends, who wish to trace Ghe infallible fulfilment
of the prophetic Scripture touching the relationship of the Papal Antichrist to the true Church of God, and the consistent tenacity with which
the enthroned Christ of God has adhered to His decreed principle of
government of both nations and individuals, may well study the
unanswerable work of Elliott, the Hone Apocalyptica:. Blessed indeed
is he who, in this hour of trial, is found standing faithful and true
to the name and truth of Him-the Lord's one Anointed -whom
the proud Babylonian Antichrist has for centuries sought to misrepresent, to usurp, and to supersede. The orgnnizatiuns of the Lawless One are complete. Organization can only be met by organization.
Let Protestantism therefore organize. " Unity is strength," whether
for good or for evil. Disunion means weakness.
I feel it an honour this evening to speak a word for the Bristol
Protestnnt League. Our fundamental rallying-point is found in the
words of the text, "He that is not with 1\1e is ngninst 1\1e." By this
let us stand. By this let us war the good fight. Truth and freedom
we must and will maintain-the truth of the Gospel of God's free
grace-the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free. 1\1ay the
Spirit of wisdom and of power direct and strengthen us unto the
end of the struggle, and keep vividly before our minds and consciences
the Master's other words, "He that gathereth not with 1\1e scattereth
abroad."

:BloHo for 1881,
"THE LORD IS ON 1\1Y SIDE:

I WILL NOT FEAR."

WHY should I fearvthe darkest hour,
Or tremble at the tempter'R power 1
JESUS vouchsafes to be my Tower.

Though sin would fill me with distress,
The throne of grace I d",re address
For JESUS is my righteousness.
'

Though hot the fight, why quit the
field 1
Why must I either fly or yield,
Since JESUS is my mighty Shield 1

Though faint my prayers and cold my
love,
My steadfast hope shall not remove
While JESUS intercedes above.

I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied,
But JESUS knows, and will provide.
Einmanuel, Bl·istol.

Against me earth and hell combine'
But on my side is power divine: '
JESUS is All, and He is mine.

R.

CORNALL.
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THE TWO SEEDS.
AN EXPOSITION OF 1 JOHN iii. 7-10.
IT has been truly said that the introduction to the Gospel according
to John is so constructed as to contain a refutation of most of the
leading errors of the Apostle's time, especially those of the Gnostics, who
corrupted the Gospel by the additions of Jewish and Gentile inventions; so that, whereas thel! asserted that the rVord, the Life, the Liyht,
the Only-Begotten, and the Pleroma (or fulness) were either distinct Persons,
or distinct emanations from more Persons than One, the Apostle, on
the contrary, refers all these exclusively to one Person only, even
our blessed Lord and Saviollr Jeslls Christ, whose "name is called
the Word of God" (John i. 1; H,ev. xix. 13); in whom "life" itsl'lf
exists as in a "fonntain " (John i. 4; xiv. 6, 19; Psa. xxxvi. 9;
Jer. ii. 13); who is "the true Li,qht of the world" (John i. 9; viii. 12);
who is "the only-begotten" of the Father (John i. 18), and in whom
"all f~dness dwells" (John i. 16; Col. i. 19).
It wonld seem to be in accordance with this design also that the
Apostle enlarges upon this sllbject in this Epistle, going much deeper
~nto it, and enforcing the truth in opposition to sllch errors in a
great variety of particulars. He,re he traces them up also to their
SOllrce, Satan, with whom sin originated, contrasting his work likewise
with that of that infinitely blessed One who "was manifested that
He might destroy the works of the devil."
The ever-blessed God is essential Truth, and therefore all His actings
are settings forth and manifestations of the truth. God" created all
things by Jesus Christ" (Eph. iii. 9), who is "the brightness of"
the Father's" glory, and the express image of His Person" (Heb. i. 3)
-the perfect manifestation of the truth-even "Truth" itself (John
xiv. 6). All created intelligences, therefore, as they originally came
from the hands of the Godhead, were emanations from, and exhibitions
of, the truth, and they all stood in the truth. "When, therefore, that
mighty but now fallen angel, the devil, "lifted up with pride,"
"fell into conuemnation" (1 Tim. ii. 6), he "abode not in the truth,"
but became the very antipodes of truth-le a liar, and the father of
it" (John viii. 44); and now, no longer manifesting in himself any
light of truth, he was instantly cast down from the dazzling brightness of God's revealed presence; and he " fell from hea\'en like
lightning" (Luke x. 18). The devil, therefore, is now the exact
opposite of God Himself, and all his works are simply caricatures of
the Lord's work.
Is God "Light, and in Him is there no darkness
at all 7" (1 John i. 5.)
Behold one in whom is, and will be, and
"to whom is reserve!l the blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 13;
Rev. xx. 10). Is Christ, "our God," "the l~esurrection and the
Life " ? (John xi. 25.) Behold him from whom death came, who had
" the power of death" (Heb. ii. H), and who will be an etel"lul partaker
of "the second death" (Rev. xxi. 8; xx. 10). Is God infinitely good,
and ever-blessed in Himself7 See what departure from God can alone
produce in one who is emphatically "the evil" and "the wicked one"
(Matt. xiii. 19). Is God infinitely PU1"e and holy-so pure indeed that
He "cannot look on iniquity" 7 (Hab. i. 13.) Behold in that filthy
E
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a~d "unclean spirit" what the highest created intelligence must be
wIthout God. Is God" Love" itself 1 (1 John iv. 8.) See the awful
c~mtrast in him whose whole nature is black, eternal, undying, inextmguishable hate.
Is God's wilt alone "only wise," ever-blessed,
infinitely and divinely pm/ect, good, and holy? Behold in that n.wfnl
being, Satan, what the least conceivable departure from that blessed
"Man knows the beginning of sin," said
will only can produce.
Francis Spira, the apostate, "but who can bound the issues thereof 1 "
These, then, are some of the divine principles enunciated in this
Epistle, in which the Apostle also fully sets forth the distinction bet,ween
the two seeds-cc the seed of God" and "the seed of the serpent,"
contrasting them and their varied actings together, for the instruction,
warning, and edification of the people of the Lord. "The seed of
God" are "born of God," and are therefore like God, and p:lrtake
of His nature and character. "The seed of the serpent" are "out
of the devil," il> "TOU ota/36A,ou, and are therefore like the devil, and
partake of his nature and character. " 'Little children,'" he says,
"now that I have told you these things, and plainly warned you of
the many Antichrists that are now in the world, 'lct no man
deceive you,' fl-IJOElC 7rA,uua"Tw: let no one cause you to wander, or
lead you astray-that is, from these principles into error-for 'ho
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous,' amI
'he that committeth sin is of the deviL'"
1. Let us, then, in the first place, consider the distinctive characteristics of, and irreconcilable opposition between, these two seeds.
We learn from this, among other Scriptures, that sin originated
with Satan, who no doubt thought that, if he could but seduce our
first parents into sin, he would thus involve the whole future race of
mankind in the same everlasting condemnation as himself. But now
was revealed, to the eternal confusion of the adversary, a further and
most wondrous manifestation of the Godhead. It was then disclosed,
not only that God was infinite in ,j1bstice (of which Satan had had
such awful proof), but that He also "delighted in meny" (Micah vii. 18),
and that, notwithstanding man's fearful apostacy, there was still hope
for him in God; that, although Adam and all his race, as suco,
were for ever put on one side, J ehovah had chosen as Head of the
new creation of God His own divine Son, in whom failure was
impossible-One who would take the very nature of the fallen ones,
yet without sin; and "by means of death "-the very death which
they had merited-would "destroy him who had" thus obtainell "the
power of death" over them, "that is, the devil" (Heb. ii. 14); and
would "gather together in one," or head up, the whole new creation
of God in union with Himself in God for ever (Eph. i. 10).''''
"The seed of God" therefore comes through the woman; but, by
reason of her sin, her "conception" was "greatly multiplied" (Gen. iii.
16), so that, like" Ephraim" (although in another sense), she" brought
orth children to the murderer" (Hos. ix. 13; John viii. 44); for
Of See the writer's "Babylonianisill; or, The Devil's Travesty of the King~om
of tha Son;" and "Jesnitism; or, The Devil's Travesty of the Son of the Kmgdom." London: Morgan and Scott.
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through her Satan also succeeded in getting his seed into the world
(Matt. xiii. 25, 38, 39); so that these two seeds will exist side by
side antagonistically until the end of all things.
Now, the Apostle here shortly sketches the chct1'acter of these two
seeds.
1. First, he speaks of "the seed of God." " He that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous." He does not, of
course, mean that" he that cloeth righteousness" thenby becomes righteous,
because, he says, such an one is righteous already, and righteous "even
as He" (Christ) "is 1'ighte01.IS," i.e., pe1jectllj 1'ighteous; having in fact
the same righteousness wherewith to appear before God as Christ
Himself has, i.e., Christ's own righteousness. 'What he means, then, is
that he who really brings fOIth "the fruits of the Spirit" (Gal. v. 22)
must of necessity have been "born of the Spit'it," and has therefore
now the same standing before God as Christ Himself has, having by
virtue of his union with Him "been made the righteousness of God
in Him" (~ Cor. v. ~l)-as indeed he had before expressed himself
in other, though analogous, words: "If ye know that He is righteous,
ye know that everyone that doeth righteousness is born of Him"
(chap. ii. 29); and hereby he would further confute the error of those
who taught that mere knowledge of the truth, without a corresponding
change in the heart and life, was sufficient to recommend men, and
make them acceptable to God, by showing that only they who really
lived lwly lives could by possibility be truly righteous; and that Christ's
death could not ~tvail for our jllstification unless it availed for our
scmctification also, He heing not only our "Jesus," or "propitiation"
"to take away onr sins" (chap. ii. 1; iii. 5), but our" Christ," or
Anointer, to pllrifiJ us, amI to conform us to His image as well (chap.
ii. ~O-27; iii. 2, 3).
2. Then lie cOJltI'<"l,stedly speaks of "the seed of the serpent." "He
that committeth sin is out of the devil." Here again he does not
mean that everyone who has fallen into sin must necessarily be an
unconverted person, because he had already said, in speaking of himself and the children of God in general, that, "if we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us " (chap. i. 8) :
and, again, "If any man sin," upap71rrE, rather, "have sinned," i.e.,
have fallen into sin, "we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins" (chap.
ii. 1); and he gives instructions to believers how they are in such a
case to avail themselves of the remedy: "If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (chap. i. !). IVhat he means, then, is this, that he
who is an habitual sinner, i.e., one who sins with deliberation, and
from a prevailing habit which is natural to him, and constantly
inclines him to that evil course of life which he pursues as a transgressor of God's law-for" sin," he had before said, "is the transgression
of the law," !7 avopEa, rather, lawlessness, or iniquity-is necessarily
one of the de~il's seed.
That this is his meaning is rendered clear from a comparison of the
phrase here employed with others of a like character in his Epistles.
"He that committeth sin," 0 7rOlW' Tl)Y upap7EctY, a doer of sin, a
E 2
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or maker of sin; one who makes a trade, as it were, of
slllnlllg; and this phrase is set in opposition to the one just before,
descriptive of the antagonistic seed, 0 7rOIWJ TIll! ()/KawrJUJ'lV, a doer
of righteousness; just as in the eleventh verse of his third Epistle the
phrase, 0 IWK07TOLWJ, a doer of evil, is set in opposition to 0 'tyuOmro1wJ,
a doer of good. Hence" a doer of sin," or "a worker of iniquity," as
the phrase is elsewhere used to describe the same person, and by the
Lord Himself (Luke xiii. 27), is not one who commits a single act
of sin (any more than "a doer of righteousness" is one who does
one act of righteousness), but one whose whole life is nothing else
but sin; i.e., one who is still" in the flesh," which" serves" "the law
of sin," and nothing else (Rom. vii. 25).
Now, of such an one he says that he is EX TOU (ilU(30t.OU, "out of the
devil;" that is, one of "the seed of the serpent;" just as he contrastedly says of () uYUOO7rOIWJ, in the eleventh verse of his third Epistle,
that he is " of God," EX TOU 8EOU; i.e., one of "the seed of God;" and
this phrase "out of the devil" is employed by Jesus Himself, in His
denunciation of the Pharisees, to whom He said, "Ye are," EX 7rUTpOr;; TOU
o,u(3o\.ou, "out of your father the devil, ::md the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him" (John viii. 44). Hence the
Apostle here concludes, " In this" is "manifest," <j>ul"pa, rendered visible
or conspicuous, the distinction between "the children of God" and
"the children of the devil."
(To be continued.)

A

WORD

IN

SEASON.

AM sorry to hear of the late eclipse; but He did so in the Eastern
countries as well as in ours, and in the days of old as well as now;
and so you read, "He holdeth back the face of His throne, and
spreadeth His cloud upon it" (Job xxvi. 9). But, when the sun
breaks out again, thou wilt shine brighter and see better than ever.
"The path of the just shines more and more to perfect day." Seek
Him with all thy soul, in the broad ways and in the narrow paths,
as the spouse did. He would often withdraw Himself "hen upon
earth, and sometimes stay behind, and send the disciples oft in a boat
alone. Sometimes He went into a mountain by Himself, and sometimes
into a house, and "would have no man know it;" but the Scriptures
say, "He could not be hid," for God the Father is determined to
reveal Him, let Him go wherever He will. After Him, follow Him,
call, knock, beg, importune, never give it up; for, as God liveth,
"this is He of whom Moses and the prophets did write." Heaven
itself is in Him; therefore find Him again, and pursue till you do, if
you die in the pursuit. God the Father and God the Holy Ghost, all
the angels in heaven and all the saints upon earth, are on your side
while you are seeking Him; and, as for me, my clearly beloved, the
language of my heart and soul, and every prayer of mine is and shall
be, good success in the name of the Lord.-HuNTINGToN.

!

TEACHING AND TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY.
(Concluded from pnge 748, lnst volmne.)

AT the request of the friends, some time after this occasion, I consented to speak again, as the Lord should enable me. As the time
drew near, I began to be very fearful and cast down in my mind,
wondering how I should get on. A few weeks previous to my fulfilling the engagement, it pleased the Lord to lay His affiicting hand
upon me.
What with thc pains of my body, the anxiety and
perplexity of my mind, and other things which I cannot particularize,
I felt and really feared at times that my reason would fail. Oh, the
horror of great darkness which surrounded me, and that too especially
in the night season! It seemed as though all hell was let loose upon
me. Corruption raged, Satan roared, the flesh rebelled and kicked up,
until my poor soul was in such a state that I felt almost ready to curse
and swear. I called myself a thousand fools for agreeing to speak again
in the Lord's name. The devil said my affiiction was an evidence of
God's displeasure at my presuming to open my polluted lips as His
witness to the people. Such was the havoc the insinuations aud temptations of the grcat adversary made with me, such was the darkness and
deathliness of my mind, such was the prostration of every power, both
of body and soul, and such was the deep, deep feeling of spiritual
destitution, that I felt more fit for hell than for anything else. Day
after day rollcd by, and no sweet relief came. When anticipating the,
to me, dreaded Sunday, I told the Lord that, if I had sinned by running
unsent, I desired that He would prevent my fulfilling the engagement;
but, if onc's movements were in accordance with His gracious pnrpose, I
prayed Him to make it manifest. I know that it is vel'): unbecoming
on the part of the Lord's people to be marking out a path for Him to
work in, and that, generally speaking"He moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsttlPS in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."

But still, at timcs, He does favour His poor timid children with
answers to their prayers, and that, too, according to their desires.
It was so in this case, as I shall shortly show. Even on the Saturday
preceding the "dreaded Sunday," as I have called it, my affiiction of
body was very severe, and I said, in my petitions at the mercy-seat,
"Lord, if Thou wilt grant freedom from these distressing and distracting pains to-morrow, I shal1100k upon it as a proof of Thy approbation
at the course I am pursuing. I shall esteem it an evidencc of Thy
favour towards me, in relation to my engagement." After retiring to
my study (the ditch side, on the common, where the Lord so sweetly
favoured mc, as related in an earlier part of this letter), and pouring
out my soul to Him for intervention and interposition in my behalf
on the coming day, I returned home and soon went to bed, full of
anxiety as to what the morrow might disclose. When I arose in
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themorning the pains of my body hac1 entirely disappeared, and I
never felt but one slight momentary pain all through the day, anu that
was between the services. Finding this to be the case, that tlw pains
I apprehended would prevent my speaking had gone away during the
night, I hoped and prayed the Lord to be with me dLlring the day.
I went to His house with a trembling heart, feeling one's insutliciency and unfitness for the work onc was about to engage in. I
read as the lesson for the morning a portion which is dear to my
heart, as setting forth the fact that salvation is of grace. While
engaging in prayer, the Lord the Spirit melted the heart into sweet
humility and love, under a sense of the freeness and fulness of redeeming mercy. I felt it a precious pleading-time. Help w;,s needed,
help was sought. ·Wisdom was needed, wisdom was ask '3d at the hands
of Jesus, "who is of God made unto His people wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." The singing over, I in fear anu
trembling gave out my text. I spoke for some time without feeling lIly
heart softening. I did inwardly cry to the Lord to appear, and not
leave me to go through the servico in that cold, deathly state
of mind. Suddenly the light broke into my heart, ::tIIcl I continued
speaking with sweet liberty until it was time to close. I sat down
with mingled feelings of disappointment and gratitude. I felt disappointed because I could not feel, in connection with my opening
remarks upon Jehovah's immutability, a little of the sweetness I hall
experienced when meditating upon that heart-sustaining subject; and
I felt grateful that the Lord did indeed grant some measure of light
and power upon that part of the subject upon which I had not
bestowed so much care or prayer in private. That portion of Holy
Writ was verified in my experience at this service, "That Thou givest
them they gather" (Psa. civ. 28).
.
I spoke again in the evening. Oould not realize the least heartfelt
sense of the Lord's presence, which cast me down greatly. I returned
home very discomolate and perplexed. Retired to bed, but sleep was
out of the question for some hours. During the next week, both day
and night, I could think of hardly anything flxcept the services of
the previous Sunday. My heart was indeed bowed down with a sense
of my unworthiness and unfitness for speaking in the Lord's gracious
name. The pains of my hody returned upon me, though not so violently
as before. Everything within and without seemed as dark as midnight. Rebellion, deadly opposition to the Lord's way and wiIJ, a
determination not to open my lips again in His name; hard, devilish
thoughts; infernal insinuations of the blackest kind; the soul down,
down in the horrible pit and miry clay of creature corruption and helplessness; and, in addition to all these things, a fearing the Lord's
hand had gone out against mc, made up a cup of the most terrible
bitters it has ever been my lot to drink. I did cry again and again,
"My God, my God, why bast Thou forsaken me 1" (Psa. xxii. 1.)
Oh, of what avail are former visits of the Lord's goodness and
mercy under such scenes as those just referred to 1 However special
and precious they may have been, they yield not the veriest help or
deliverance out of the present trial. As with God's national Israel
in their wiluerness wanderings, respecting the manna which fell day
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by day to s~pply their bodily wants, so is it with His spiritual Israel
in connection with soul supplies. No manifestation, however blessed
and timely to-day, will do for to-morrow's trials. J"ehovah's covenant
charter of sovereign grace runs thus, "Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass; and as thy days so shall thy strength be" (Deut. xxxiii. 25).
Years gone by I used to think that, if the Lord did but bless
me, so as to remove all fear or suspicion for the time being respecting any matter, I should feel so satisfied of His unchangeability that
I should never call in question His mind and will, however severe
and trying the after-test might be. But I find it far otherwise now.
No former mercy looked back to-no portion of the ",Vord of truth,
however suited to one's condition-no word from the creature-no
petition, no appeal to the LorLl·-can give relief in fresh trials and new
sorrows. No; it must be a fresh, a present application of some sweet
word, or somo fresh discovery of the Lord's favour and goodness-it
may be without any particular word being applied to the heart-that
alone can afford deliverance-at least I find it so. 'Whatever the
feelings of the soul may be in respect to any matter, or whatever
the surroundings may be at any particular juncture, a visit from the
Lord puts all straight in a moment. Yes, we do know that" 'When J esns, with His mighty love,
Visits our troubled breast,
Our doubts subside, our fears remove,
And we're completely blest.
" Nothing but Jesns we esteem;
Our soul is then sincere;
And everything that's dear to Him,
To us is also dear."

It lllay be (I do not say it is so) that the Lord, by affording me
no sweet sense of His help on that Sunday evening, intended. to teach
me to look more simply and entirely to Himself, and not to be too
careful to set things forth methodically. However this may be, I
know onc thing far certain-that, in respect to public prayer,
frequently when I have felt as if I should. fail before the people,
then have been .,ome of the most blessed seasons. The Holy Ghost
has indeed manifestly helped my inlirmities, and I have felt Christ
and His free salvation very precious. On the other h~tnd, when
perhaps one ha,; been a little iurlulged during the day with the
Lord's blessing, I: have thought, "",Vell, if I have to pray to-night, I
shall have a glowing account to give of what the Lord is, and of
what He has done for a poor sinner like me;" but, 3JaS! alas! if I
have had to pray, instead of finding my h0art aglow with .reciting
His goodness, I have felt as dry and as barren as possible. I have
run o~'er the words, perhaps, that I intended, but the power was
lacking, and I have sat down mortified and disappointed; and
serve me right too. vVere it otherwise, how proud and self-conceited
I should become! I should feel inclined to lord it over my weaker
and less-favoured brethren, as I might suppose them to be.
The
Lord knows exactly how to manage us, to bring us into our proper
position as ill-deserving and hell-deserving sinners.
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"None shall glory in His sight
Of their labours, e'er so bright;
All who're taught by Him shitll know
Living faith from God must flow."
I have reason to believe that, notwithstanding my mortification
and self-reproach, the Lord in some measure blessed what fell fronlJ
one's lips on the occasion referred to. In summing up matters, all
I can say is, "If God be for us, who can be against us 1" (Rom.
viii. 31.) I know there are those against me in tbis matter that
I should have thought would have been for me. Vory naughty
things have been said by these parties as to one's motives. These
I leave in His hands who has said, "No weapon that is former}
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemll. This is the heritage of theservants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the
Lord" (Isa. liv. 17).
The Lord ever keep me from shaping my course according to
creature judgment, whether it be for or ngainst. Blessed Lord, do,
keep me looking simply and solely to Thyself for guidance antI
direction! May I not be cast down too much by the opinion of
the creature, if adverse to me, and not too n1Llch lifted up, though
they should speak in one's favour.
Let this be my feeling day
by day" Careless, myself a dying man,
Of dying men's estet"m;
Happy, my Gild, if Thou approve,
Though all beside condemn."
Dearest Lord, Thy Word says, "For not he that commendeth
himself is approved, but whom the LOl'd commendeth" (2 Cor. x. 18) ;
"For the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Sam.
xvi. 7); and is it not the desire of Thy poor feeble worm to "cease
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to bo
accounted of" 1 Do, Lord, let Thy blessing rest abundantly upon me,
if Thou hast designed me for the work, so that I may indeed be of
some little service to Thy dear people. I would be one of Thy
own divinely-ordained, heavenly. commissioned servants. B,ather 1 &.
me die, Lord, than enter into the work without Thee for my
Leac.er and Helper. Ever-blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and II ly
Spirit, lead, bless, draw, supply, uphold, teach, direct, succour, furnish,
• and bestow every new covenant blessing upon me, ala I' sinful
creature, so that I may realize that Thou art all-sufficient f I' very
trial and every emergency that may overtake me whilo wandering
here below. May this be my position as I journey out< Neither lifted up with air,
Nor dejected to despair;
Always keeping Thee in view,
Thou wile bring me safely through."
.And may I find at last, when heart and Hash bil, that Thou art
" th strength of my heart and my portion for vcr." Grant it, fOi'
Thy mercy's sake. Amen and amen.
A SINNKIt•
.}u .... ,,]
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GOSPEL BOOK. MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Mag(!zine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-One result of the issue of the Seventh Annual
Report of this work has been to bring in more than a ton weight
of sound cast-off reading, which I am now sorting, stripping, cutting,
and otherwise preparing for distribution in the army and navy and
mercantile marine. Altogether it is plainly manifest that God has
graciously blessed the much seed already sown in various parts of th'J
world, and the many openings for further effort call for an extension
of this good work amongst our soldiers and sailors.
I could wish that it laid in the power of the Mission to give away
one thousand copies of "vValks and Talks with Jesus" series'\' at the
beginning of 1881, and the same quantity of the late Mr. Philpot's
excellent work on" The Advance of Popery." Perhaps some of the
Lord's wealLhy stewards will enable us to do this. The two following
letters just to hand certainly express a state of things demanding
such an effort for God's glory. For obvious reasons we give no names
of persons or places, and we wish it to go forth far and wide that
this Mission is the confidential friend and helper of any official or
private individual who may be without the means amid singular
difficulties, and yet having the heart and courage to scatter God's
pure, unadulterated truth in their respective neighbourhoods.
My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I should feel glad if you could add to
your monthly parcel a dozen or two more of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
AND PIWTESTANT BEACON. I find our sailors are so thankful for them,
and they say it is food to their souls. If you have a few bound
volumes to spare, they would come in very useful to lend out to old
men and pensioners, who have a good deal of spare time on their
hands, coupled with a great willingness to read good books.
DEAR Sm,-vVe are here in this far-off land, surrounded by thousands
of native Papists j but what is more painful to us British soldiers is the
glaring fact that the four ministers of the Protestant section are all
leaning away from what true Protestants should be. Surpliced choirs,
turning eastward, fancy trimmed cloths hanging from desk and pulpit,
and then the Guild of the Holy Cross. One of our chaplains is at
present a tenant of a priest's house, and advancing him money to
build an additional room or two and refioor the building.
Oh, England, from whence art thou fallen! and oh, my Lord,
what shall be the end of these things 1 " Jesus answered and said
unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shaH
come in My name, saying, I am [or, I have] Christ j and :>hall deceive
many j" "and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it
were possible. they shall deceive the very elect." "And He shall
send His angels wiLh a great sound of 'a trumpet, and they
shall gather together His elect [or the foregoing non-deceived ones]
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Matt.
xxiv. 4, 5, 24, 31). What a mercy and a comfort to know tha~
.. The serie. consists of, in addition, "Walks and Talks with Fellow-Travellers;"
"Mornings with Jesus; " "Evenings with J e;us; " " Heart-Dreathings ;" "l'iluaings."
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the Word of our God wi] accomplish its intended purpose, to
the final ingathu:ing of all His saints! Publicans and harlots appear
now to be more than ever the trophies of His sovereign grace, while
education, moral training, and the home restraints and good example
of devout parents do not produce the fruit naturally expected. Tmly
"God moves in a mysterious way." "All things are yours." "Vhat
a blessed privilege to be among the "yonrs"! 'c You hath He
quickened."
"Vhat a high honour to be known by this character,
and then by precious faith to realize the sweet assurance" Once in Him, in Him for ever;
Thus the eternal covenant stands."

The subjoined letter from "Ellen" will speak for itself, amI I take
this the only opportunity of thanking her for her kind help. Contributions will be thankfully received by any of the auxiliary helpers, Or by
me at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, from whom collecting cards and
reports of the Mission can be had on application.
I remain, dear friend, yours in the Gospel,
December 7th, 1880.
CHAHLES BRIDER.
ELLEN'S LETTER.
S.m,-As I am a constant realler of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (which
I send to you every month), I sce how much God is ])lessing your
work and labour of love. He has seen fit not to give you much
worldly wealth. 'Vill you accept for your own specinl use the enclosed 't
with the earnest hope that He will abundantly shower down mercies
upon you and yonrs, and enable you still to carry on your good work,
and at last hear those blessed words, " "Vell done, good and faithful
servant," &c. An acknowledgment in next month's Magazine will be
sufficient, and I hope will induce others to do likewise.
ELLEN.

THE TRUTH OF GOD.
[HAVING occasion to refer to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1858, we
were so struck with the annexed letter from the pen of our old
and valued friend, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, that we resolved at once
upon its reproduction. 'iTlf e were prompted to this course from a twofold fact: first, the offence which his testimony gave in certain high
quarters led to his resigning his position. The consequence, indirectly,
was the most painful and disastrous results to those who had unwittingly yielded to prejudice, where a holy zeal for God and truth
ought to have suggested a direct,ly opposite course. Our second object
in the reproduction of the letter was to prove, by plain matter of fact,
how the Lord stands by His servants in all that they say and do for
Him, in accordance with His own leading, teaching, and power. In all
human probability, but for the then seemingly untoward circumstances,
our dear friend's sphei·e of action would have remained limited and contracted to a degree. Instead of which the Lord (having other and
much more important matters in reserve) overrules events, and so
wisely and lovingly directs the movements of His providence, that our
friend was to be brought from tho extreme north to the extreme
south of England, ther~ to see the wonder-working hand of the Most
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High in feeding and nourishing, in the highest Scriptural sense,
through his instrumentality, a vast congregation originally attracted to a
humble building, previously used for a circus. For some two-and-twenty
years have these large gatherings been united and blessed in a most signal
way, under the same highly-honoured servant of God. Hence, as we
contrast his former and early position with that he has been permitted
so long and so successflilly to occupy, we can but, in adoring wonder,
.exclaim, "vVhat hath God wrought? "-ED.]

To the Ell'ito?' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I was pleased with an article in your Magazine
of this month, upon "Union with Ohrist." How is that blessed
doctrine mangled and misrepresented by professors of the day! I
don't think beliel'ers themselves realize what the blessedness of that
union i.., nor do I think we hear that most delightful theme dwelt
upon from the pulpits of the present day, even by good men, so
much as some others.
The writer deals faithfully with the sacramental and semi-evangelical
schools of the day, and I believe these schools are doing more deadly
work, in their cry of "Peace, peace!" where God has not spoken peace,
than the professedly High Ohurch and Puseyitical. I do think, if ever
there was a time when God's servants ought to give no uncertain
sound, and to declare the truth, and the whole truth, in faithfulness
and yet in sinccre affection, it is now. That was a speech containing no ordinary amount of truth, uttered by dear Mr. Krause:
"vVe say to the Church of God, be not deceived by the increase
of theological discussion, and by increase of the disseminating of
religious knolVledgc of the present day. Keep this in mind: one of
the marks of the last days is, there shall be a form of godliness,
and at the same time a denying the power thereof. Do not expect
the aspect of things is to be better; do not expect either that the
aspect of things is to be irreligious. vVe believe that there shall be a
great religious movement undf:lr a false head; therefore, we say, be
not deceived because there is a noise and a din in the theC'logical
world. 'Vhen I go into the secret of my own chamber, brethren,
before thc Lore!, I do verily believe that, with all the knowledge that
is abroad, there is not a proportional knowledge of Christ."
You will be tllank£ul to hear that during these first few months of
my labours in the Lord's vineyard, He has given me some souls for
my hire. I feel it a great mercy, for never was there a neighbourhood where spiritual death more reigned than bere, and I felt much
depressed when first I cOlll'llencccl my preaching among the people.
It has excited opposition from many, and has been distasteful to
some from whom I cl,ulll have hoped better things; and yet I have
but declared the 'Vord in love and affection, with, I hope, faithfulness and truth.
"But none of these things move me." I was
enabled to expect the offences of the cross when I started in my
work, and, if souls are gathered in for the Great Master, all is well.
May God largely bless you and your work, my dear friend, and,
with kind Ohristian love, I am, most sincerely yours,
JJ1arch 4th, 1858.
J. O. M.
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GLIMPSES AND GREETINGS.
To the Ecldo1' of the GospeZ Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Will you excuse a poor worm of the earth writing to
you-poor in spirit. Dut we read, "Of such is the kingdom of
heaven;" if so, I shall be rich indeed. Your" Family Portion" this
month has given me such a lift by the way. I feel I am going" from
strength to strength "-" daily strength for daily need."
Dear sir, I feel this to be a time of need indeed. He" brings down
their heart with labour." It is "through much tribulati011 we are t()
enter the kingdom." Once I had a most painful trouble before me.
and, being very poorly myself, I thought it would be more than I
should be able to bear. I went about the house saying, "What
shall I do? vVhat shall I do?" The answer came every time, "Trust
in the Lord with all thy heart, and He will direct thy path." I said,
"Lord, I have neither strength nor power; do give it to me."
I
went mourning a few hours longer, then another sweet portion came
to me: "Thy shoes shall be iron and bmss; and as thy days, so shall
thy strength be." I cannot deseribe to you my feelings; it almost
lifted me off my seat. I felt I had got the wings of faith to rise.
r surprised my doetor when he called. I told him I was better.
He said, "You seem to have got better all at once." He di,l not
know what the Great Physician had done. "He healeth all OUI'
diseases." Oh, if I could but" lie passive in His hands,
. And know no will bub His."

But the promise is, ",Vhen thou passest through the waters,
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." This is a complete portion, and" Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy
God hath led thee, to humble thee, and to prove thee," &c. Oh, dear
sir, these portions have been most sweet to me in times past!

r

"Though my cup seems filled with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."

Yes, that "something secret" the woddling knows nothing of.
like to meet with those sweet verses-

r

do

"A few more rolling suns at most
May land us on fair Canaan's coast."

Oh, if I get there, and meet all my dear six children who are gone
before, I think I shall sing the loudest of them all. Three died, as it
were, in infancy; three in consumption, from twenty to twenty-five. They
were all good children; I believe lovers of truth; but one died more
happy than the other two. Oh, d"ar sir, I cannot describe to you
my feelings while I am writing. I have only three left out of nine.
r hope the dear Lord will spare them to bury me; they are such a
comfort to me. But" from all their idols will I cleanse them;" tut-
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"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Cou.firms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

If my Lord and Saviour sees good for me to pass through fire and
water as I have done, I hope I shall eome out more purified.
"Oh, Love divine, how sweet Thou art!
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by Thee?"

1

You have no idea what comfort I get from that blessed book,
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the "Family Por~ion," and the dear ",Vayside
Notes" VVriteI'. May the Lord continue to make His face to shine upon
you both, and enable you to go on sowing the good seed, as Satan
is so busy sowing tares. This is a fearful age. Error is seen spreading
an over the land. Oh, what our dear children may live to see!
But" the Lord reigneth."
Lincoln.
M. E.
" WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."
[THE annexed letter from the late Chaplain of the Bristol Infirmary
and the Bristol Penitentiary was most grateful to om soul. Some
time since it was our privilege to minister at the Church of St. J ames
the Less, Bristol. The gallery is set apart for the occupants of the
neighbouring penitentiary. That service we felt to be one of the
most sacred we ever remember. Never do we recollect our whole
.soul to have been more drawn out to poor fallen fellow-sinners, liar
to have a sweeter sense of the tender sympathy and boundless love
(If Jesus, than on that to us (and we trust to others) memorable occasion.
We were anxious that each of those poor erring sisters should have a
~opy of "Walks and Talks with Jesus," with the hope that, by the
precious power of the Holy Ghost as the RemembranceI', it might
serve to recall to their recollection the truths to which they had so
attentively listened on the evening to which we have alluded.
Through the kindness of friends we were able to carry out our wishes.
Hence the annexed letter in acknowledgment.-ED. ]
1'0 the Eclitor of the G'ospel Magazine.
My DEAR Dn. DOUDNEY,-The etemal J ehovah-Jesus hath said,
<c They cannot rccompense thee; but thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just." Mrs. Southby and myself yesterday enjoyed
the pleasure-such a very blessed pleasure-of taking your handsome
present of forty "vValks and Talks with Jesus" to the inmates of the
Bristol Penitentiary. No wonls could convey to you how glad and
thankful they were, poor things! I have never found the everlasting
Cospcl of the grace of God more soundly put for a people "robbed
.'1nd spoilcd" than in your precious little book, "vValks and Talks with
Jesus." The Lord the Holy Ghost will certainly own and bless such
setting furth of His truth j therefore I rejoice that poor sinners have
nothing more nor less than free grace Gospel teaching as they read
this message.-,Vith fervent love, yours in the better covenant,
Bristol, December 8th, 1880.
J. G. SOUTHDY.

)
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WILDERNESS WANTS.
[THE annexed lines are, we are informed, from the pen of an old
pilgrim of nearly four-score years. They arc inserted, not for :tny
poetic merit, but because they are the breathings of one who has the
life of God in his soul. 'Ve insert them, moreover, as an illustration
of the fact that it is just the same living cry that marks the true
spiritnal condition of the divinely quickened from Egypt to Canaall.
Real pilgrimage begins and ends with a cry-yea, and that for mercyfrom a deeply-inwrought sense of need. That cry is embodied in these
few expressive words, "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketll
upon me." And it is folly ever to expect to get beyond this whilst
on pilgrimage. It is the cry of the newly-awakened sinner, the bahe
in grace; it is the cry of the young men, such as are bearing the burden
and heat of the day; it is the cry of the father in Christ and the
mother in Israel, just upon the brink of the Jordan, and when about
to cross over to the better land. Well has the subject been expresserl
III the memorable lines of MONTGOJ\1ERY"Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air;
His watchword at the gates of death,
He enters heaven with prayer! "-ED.J
THE BELIEVER'S WANTS.
I WANT to feel the Lord is kind
I want to feel the Spirit's breath
In operatin~ on my mind;
In raising from a state of death;
I want to feel what none can give
I want-I know not what I wantBut He that bids the soul to live;
I w~nt what none but God c~n grant;
I want to feel what Christians feel- I want to feel my heart to melt,
The power of Christ to wound and And find I am released from guilt;
heal;
I want to feel the Sun to shine
I want to feel the Lord is near
And lighten this dark soul of mine;
To chase away my every fear;
I want to feel a work at heart
I want to feel my heart to break,
Before my soul doth hence depart;
And find the Lord will not forsake;
I want to know when Jesus bled
I want the Lord to ope my eyes,
He suffered in my room and stead;
And by His grace to make me I want to feel this ratified
wise;
By feeling of His blood applied;
I want to feel a Saviour's love
I want to feel Thy grace within
In leading me to look above;
Delivering from the power of sin;
r want to feel that Thou hast power I want to feel r am Thy care,
To save in every trying hour;
That Thou wilt save from sad despair;
r want the Lord to let me see
r want the Father, and the Son,
And feel the captive is set free;
And Holy Spirit, Three-in-One;
I want to feel almighty grace
May each periorm His part in me,
To reach my soul in every case;
That r may not deceived be.
r want the Saviour's righteousness
r cannot all my wants express:
To hide my shame and nakedness;
Oh, grant to my poor soul redress!
r want to feel-what shall I say?
Unless Thou dost my wants supply,
Why, strength according to my day; Alas! my guilty soul must die.
Cambridge.
E. T.

IT is not mere endurance, but right endurance of an affliction that
brings blessing.
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New Wine and Old Bottles.
A Sermon Preached by the Rev. J.
BATTERSBY (Vicar of St. J ames's, Sheffield), at Verulam Mission
Church, Kennington Road, Lambeth, London, October 7th, 1880.
London: Fisher and Stidstone.
THE same clearness, soundness, and outspokenness which characterize
Mr. BATTERSBY'S preaching will be found in this sermon.
Our
readers may themselves judge of its merits by the annexed extract:"Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish." I like to hear of a
person being "ready to perish." Give him a strong drink. Some persons
may be ready to say to me: "You mean, give him a strong drink of
Calvinism on the five points." Well, give him a strong drink of the
sovereign grace of God in all its fulness. Tell him that grace has saved
such as are "ready to perish;" and that this salvation is full, and free,
and unpurchaseable by the will of the creature. The blessedness of the
Gospel cannot be bought. It originates in unmerited mercy, it comes by
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is enjoyed by those who are
"ready to perish," as the Spirit of God is pleased to give them a strong
drink from the "pure river of the water of life." Surely the weakest of
God's children cannot object to a strong drink of this s0rt.
And, again, " Give wine nnto those that be of heavy hearts." Frequently
there are those of heavy hearts. They feel heavy-headed sometimes about
their sins, and yet their sins are gone, but they do not realize it. They have
their heavy sorrows, their heavy trials, their great tribulations, and sore disappointments. Well, never mind. Give them a cheering and reviving draught
of the pure wine of the Gospel. Nothing else will do. It must be God's
wine which He has provided in Christ Jesus. Do not attempt to give
them a drink of a carnal mixture, but give them wine pure, and clear,
and good, from the wine-cellar of our God. Well," let him drink, and
forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more."
By MARY D.
TOTI-lILL. London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co.; Bristol: J. W.
Arrowsmith.
How many in these days undertake long and expensive journeys, and,
upon their return, inquiries as to where they have been and what
they have seen are met by a few common-place and most uninteresting
replies. But in the work before us we have both a happy and
honourable exception. Opportunities have been most aptly and industrionsly turned to account. Previous training has been brought
most diligently and praiseworthily into exercise.
Knowledge and
attainments have not been allowed (as in but too many cases) to
remain a dead letter, but both time and talent have been employed.
Pen and pencil-sight and sound -have been utilized. The result is,
one of the most attractive and entertaining sketch and note books with
which we are acquainted. The whole is so perfectly natural. There
is an ease and a special something about the book that carries the
reader imperceptibly with the writer. He finds himself, as it were,
one of the party; and, without the fatigue or expense of travel,
mentally mingles with them in sights and scenes-pleasures and
privations-walks and talks-of intense interest and instruction. We

Pen and Pencil Notes on the Riviem an([ in No'rth Italy.
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hope this book will stimulate young people to endeavour to turn
previous teaching and training to account, as MISS TOTl:IILL has so
happily and successfully done,
JiVords of Comfort for the Weak in Faith. By" M. J. M." London:
W. Mack.
"M. J. M." is an old and valued correspondent of this Magazine. \Ve
were indebted to her for particulars of the character and closing
scene of that early-glorified object of divine love and subject of
divine grace, the late "T. B. L." The book before us is small, a
little exceeding one hundred pages of square 16mo.; but, though
small, it is full and rich and blessed in precious Gospel truth, so
exactly calculated to meet the characters for whom it was specially
intended, namely, the weak in faith-the timid and the trembling of
the Lord's own sovereignly-begotten sons and daughters. We most
heartily commend this work to our readers.
Old J01wthan's TYalks ancl Talks with his Grandchildren,. or, Slwrt Stories
from Daily Life. With Illustrations. London: Book Society.
As stated in the Introduction, the object of these "Walks and Talks,"
or scenes of daily life, is to beget in the young habits of observation,
as well as to inculcate a disposition to sympathise with the suffering,
:md to render help in some one or other of the many ways which a
loving heart may suggest. It will be seen that each conversation has
some Bible truth presented, with the hope that the Holy Ghost may
fix it upon the heart and conscience of the youthful reader.

Packet of Twelve Illuminated Texts. London: Book
Society.
THIS is another admirably-got-up select.ion of texts. At a time like
the present, when the Word of God is so greatly set at nought, and
when every species of error and delusion is so rife, the dissemination
of Bible truths in an attractive form such as that before us cannot be
too greatly encouraged, These Scripture gems will, we doubt not, be
welcomed by Sunday-school teachers as rewards.
JJeams of Light.

C,.ove Chapel Tmcts.-An Evening Meditation. By THOMAS BRADBURY,
Minister of Grove ChapEl, Camberwell.
AND a precious meditation it is upon Psalm xxxiii., eighteenth and
nineteenth verses. The whole is stamped with "heart-work "-a very
scarce commodity in these days.
Old Jonathctn. Vol-ume fm' 1880. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge.
,VE hope that this volume may have a large circulation. It is
embellished with a coloured picture on the cover, and it contains,
besides its numerous illustrations, many "acceptable words."
Fictures for Scmp-books, containing Two Hundred Choice Fietures. London:
Book Society.
EXCEEDINGLY good, affording immense entertainment for wet days or
winter evenings, in connection with scrap-books.

