THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Cl

f.

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPJRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."

"S£SUS CHRIST,THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER/' u WHOM TO KNOW IS LIFE ETERNA.L:'

No. 229,
NEW SERIES.

}

JANUARY, 1885.

No. 1,429, .
{ OLD SERIES.

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CA.UTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribula.tion. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE PREA.CHING OF· THE GOSPEL AND· ITS
RESULTS.
" Thou shalt speak My u,o,.ds unto them, whethe,. they wm hear, or

!~'Iwther they u'i!l fm'bea,.: f01' thf'Y aJ'e most rebeltiotls."--EzEK.l~L

7.
.
.
WHEN the prevailing indifference to the preaching of the Word
is taken into account, as being one of the marked features of the
times in which we live, perhaps we cannot more profitably commence
the labours of another year, as far as this Magazine is concerned,
than by a contemplation of the claims and fruits of the ministry.
When we remember that the preaching of the everlasting Gospel
is so directly of divine authority, and when we recollect, likewise,
the signal manner in which, age after age and generation after
generatton, it has been stamped with divine approval, too great
a stress cannot be laid upon its vast importance. Among kindred
testimonies, how significant is that of the A.postle, in his First Epistle
to the Corinthians, and when, too, he was combating the boasted
light and intelligence in which the people of Corinth prided themselves. "For Christ," saith he, "sent me not to baptize, but to
preach the Gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power 61' God. For it is written, I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring t.o nothing the understanding
of the prude-J.t. Where. is the wise? where is the scribe? where
is . the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
Qf preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 17-21). .
With respect to the passage that stands at the head of this
article, we can but personally contemplate with gratitude and thankfulness th.at it was the portion with which we comme.nced our
humble labours in the sea-washed parish in Ireland, where we
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continued for nearly eleven years. The first lesson for the morning
service, on the 6th of October, 1847, was the second chapter of
Ezekiel, and from the seventh verse, as above quoted, we took our
text. The second lesson for the afternoon or evening service was
1 Corinthians iv. The last verse of that chapter was, consequently,
our se90nd subject-" What will ye P shall I come unto you with
a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?"
. We have thought it rather remarkable that, as it was .on the
6th of' October, 1847, we commenced our ministry in Bonmahon, so
likewise it was upon precisely the same date, the 6th of October,
1858, we preached our first (or what is called our trial) sermon in
Bristol. We cannot contemplate these simple facts, dear reader,
without at least the desire to bless, praise, and magnify the name
of our good and gracious God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Having, however, in a recent number, dwelt upon the character
and claims of preaching, we would now seek, as the Lord the Spirit
may enable us, to consider more particularly its effects or results,
for the sound and sincere preaching of'the everlasting Gospel cannot
be in vain or to no purpose. The Most High ha.s condescendingly
and graciously said, "As the raiu cometh down, and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth ilnd bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My Word be that goeth
forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10, 11). Here, therefore, is the
warrant or pledge upon which every divinely-commissioned servant
of the Lord J ehovah may base his hope and belief of a blessing
sooner or later attending his testimony for God and truth.
In contemplating, dear reader, a subject of such importancefor, inasmuch as it has to do with the interests of the immortal
soul, it is a subject of intensest moment-the fact ought never to
be overlooked that every real spiritual blessing is given from
above, and received by poor sinners, in direct oppo. ition to the
flesh, or our carnal nature. The great principle which the Lord
Himself laid down ought ever to be kept prominently before us.
" If any man," said Jesus, "will come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me" (Luke ix. 23).
Now, so far from this course being followed, in these last days,
the almost universal practice i~, not a "coming out from among
them, and being separate, and touching not the unclean thing"
(2 Cor. vi. 17); but it is a ~tniting with the world! There is a
meeting midway; there is a virtual agreement to waive differences
and distinctions. The words of Jesus are set at nought"No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and
~espise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon" (Luke
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xvi. 13). That there is a wide-spread effort so to do is clear
nom the fact that the professed sanctuaries fdr divine worship
':"""our churches and chapels-are, turned into music-halls and
horticultural and agricultural exhibitions. The avowed object
of such attractions is to draw the multitnde to the service' of the
Most High.
What, however, is that service but a pandering to the senses?
It is for amusement rather than for positive advantage, as far
as, the welfare of the never-dying soul is concerned. It is nominal
and pretentious, rather than sacred and sincere. 'Moreover, whilst
the frequent administration of the Lord's Supper,' or "holy communion," as it i~ so cpmmonly called, ministers to the' so-called
devotion of the self-satisfied communicant, it helps to "bring
grist to the mill." T,he sacramental offerings augment the church
and chapel funds.
.
But what a day of reckoning awaits those who thus aocommodate
themselves to circumstances, and yield to the' flesh-pleasing practices
<If the times! In regard to such associations, well may every
true servant of Ohrist adopt the language of the dying patriarch;
" 0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly,.
,.
mine honour, be not thou united" (Gen, xlix. 6 ) . '
Well did the immortal WATTS long since testify thatI

•

"God abhors the sacrifice
Where not the heart is found."

"To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me?
saith the Lord.: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and
the fat of fed' beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullooks,
or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before :Me,
who hath required this at your hand, to tread :My courts? .Bring
no more vain oblations; inoense is an abomination unto Me; the
new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons
and your appointed feasts My soul hateth: they are a trouble
unto Me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood"
(Isa. i. 11-15).
"
So far from "denying self, taking up the cross daily, and
following Ohrist," the praotices of oUl' times, we repeat, are a
seeking to entertain rather than to edify-to please, rather than
to profit, in a truly spiritual point of view. The so-called religion
of the day is gratifying, rather than galling, to' the flesh. It ·calls
for no self-denial, exoept of a pretentious charaoter. It iSI but a
wretched.following of the more openly-avowed Romanist, who attends
Mass at morn, market at mid-day, and masquerade, or some other
speoious pleasure, at night. In a more covert and less honest way,
with the lonce professed Protestant, it is now piety in the foren 2
.'
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noon, and pleasure afterwards; or a little strictness and sobriety
on the Sunday-the church or chapel-going; the prayers, the
Sacrament, and the alms-giving. This cold and rigid "duty"
observed, makes way. for the ball-room, the card-table, the concerthall, or the opera, in the after-week.
Whilst we mourn over the characteristics of our times, as far
as the outward services of .the sanctuary are concerned, and the
many carnal devices that are resorted to in order to render them
attractive and acceptable to the people, we would congratulate the
reader, if the Lord has been pleased to open his eyes, and cause
him to differ from the vast multitude that are being carried down
the stream in an altogether mistaken, ruinous, and most destructive
career. Whatever may be his trials, sorrows, afflictions, he may
bless God if He has mercifully separated him from these poor,
hapless, deceived, and deceiving ones.
We have, however, other facts to consider. We have already
stated that the preaching of Christ's Gospel 'must be attended with
fruit and effect. It cannot be otherwise, because it is God's work.
It is by the proclamation of the everlasting Gospel that poor
Binners instrumentally are "delivered from the power of darkness,
and translated into the kingdom of [God's] dear Son" (Col. i. 13).
"It pleased God," says the Apostle Paul, in the passage already
quoted (1 Cor. i. 21), "by the foolishness [or the simplicity] of
preaching to save them that believe."
When the question was put to the prophet Ezekiel, "in the
midst of the valley which was full of bones," "Son of man, can
these bones live?" he answered, "0 Lord God, Thou knowest."
He was then commanded to "prophesy," or to preach, "upon these
bones." He was divinely commissioned to "say unto them, 0 ye
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus sai h the Lord God
unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you,
and ye shall live" (Ezek. xxxvii. 4, 5).
Now, here was the grand secret of success. But for the divine
commission to "prophesy," or to preach, to these "dry bones,"
and the gracious promise with which that commission was accompanied, the idea of expecting to arouse. or to infuse life into them,
would have been perfectly absurd. Equally absurd would it be
to expect that the proclamation of the Gospel would be of any
service to mankind in general, who, without a solitary exception,
are "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1), if so be that the
Lord J ehovah had not promised-yea, pledged Himself-to accompany the proclamation, or preaching, with life-giving power! In
obedience to the word of the Lord, and without stopping to argue
.or suggesting improbabilities, we read of the prophet, "So I prophesied as I was commanded: and, as I prophesied, there wa-s a
noise, and, behold, a shaking, and the. bones came together, bone
to his bone."
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In further proof that the L0rd Himself was the Doer, and that
the prophet was a mere cypher in His hand, we read, "Therefore
prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God: Behold,
o My people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up
out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel."
Mark, reader, the" I"-the great I AM THAT I AM-that
Almighty Being-that omnipotent J ehovah-who said to Moses,
"Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent
me unto you."
And, as the Word of the living God, or the Gospel written or
spoken, is the great means or instrument of bringing about that
vast and indispensable change of which Jesus spoke to Nicodemus,
in John iii. 7-" Ye must be born again," so that new life, or new
creatureship of which the Apostle Paul speaks, in 2 Corinthians
v. 17, is possessed of all the functions of a new and distinctive
existence. It has new tastes, new desires, new affections; and,
correspondingly, it has distastes, disinclinations, disgusts, in regard
to previous habits and former pursuits and so-called pleasures. Yea,
as the Apostle says, "Old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new." And, however strange it may appear to
the spiritually" ignorant and out of the way," all such renewed
and divinely-quickened souls have "bread to eat that the world
knows not of." They are not "slaves," but "willing captives"
to Him whom, by the Holy Ghost, they have been brought
to know-to love-to serve. Such can practically understand the
language of the Apostle Paul, "But what things were gain to
me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count tl;tem but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in
Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith: that I may know Him, and the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
made conformable unto His death" (Phi!. iii. 7-10).
So far from their new state of life being one of bondage or
slavery, it can with the most perfect truth be said of them" Not with the terrors of a slave
Do they perform His will ;
But with the noblest powers they have
His sweet commands fulfil."

But, further, with regard to THE POWER which, under the
unction and dew of the Holy Ghost, attends the preaching of the
everlasting Gospel, the Apostle distinctly insists upon this, for, in
writing to the Thessalonians, he congratulates them. upon the fact
in this emphatic language-" Our Gospel came not unto you in
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
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muoh assuranoe; as ye know what manner of men we were among
you for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and of the
Lord, having received the Word in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Ghost: so that ye were ensamples to all that believe in
Maoedonia and Achaia" (1 Thess. i. 5-7).
"What do you mean by power?" said a minister to us, upon
one occasion. We were surprised at such an inquiry from one
who had long been a professed preacher of the Gospel. " What
do we mean by power? Why, by power we mean that special
grace-that divine influence-that supernatural impression-that
warmth and weight-that sacred persuasiveness-whioh attend
the operations of God the Holy Ghost upon a poor sinner's heart
and oonscience, whether at or after his call out of darkness and
death into spiritual and imperishable light and life."
Oh, reader, you that have known what the sealing home upon
the heart by the Holy Ghost of this or that precious portion of His
own holy Word is, need no definition of p%er ! You know its
meaning, in its fulness and blessedness; and why? Because you
. have felt it; you have experienced it. It has been home-and-heart
work! You have been well versed in the testimony, "The heart
knoweth his own bitterness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle
with his joy" (Prov. xiv. 10). Verily," the secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant" (Psa. xxv. 14).
Such as are in the blessed secret need no explanation of the
word power! By no means. They have a supernatural knowledge
of it-a holy familiarity with it. Ask them about it, and they
,will tell you how, at such a time or under such a trial, at this
season or under that sermon, this, that, or the other portiou was
dropped into the heart, or spoken home to the soul, with a power,
a dew, an unction, a savour, as unlike the mere ordinary reading
or hearing as it is possible to imagine. It was-ouly in an
infinitely higher sense-like listening to your own name at the
reading of a will, or the receipt of a letter from afar specially
addressed to one's self, and fraught with the most loving and
endearing assurances of friendship and devotion; or the kn~wledge of some formal, specific, authoritative announcement to some
special place of remunerative trust and reward. These illustrations
do but imperfectly set forth what the peace, the satisfaction, the
joy, of those who have felt the power, the suitability, the preciousness, of the Word, as applied by the Holy Ghost. There is a
speciality and a sacredness about it that neither time nor circumstances can erase. It was the recollection of such times and
seasons that led the Psalmist to exclaim, "0 my God, my soul
.is cast down within me: therefore will I :remember Thee from
the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar."
When Jesus, the Lord of life and glory, was about to complete
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His divine l!I.ISSlOn here on earth, He said to His diseiples, "It
is expedient for you that I go away; for, if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
Him unto you" (John xvi. 7). He was to come as a Spirit of
conviction, conversion, and consolation. Yea, He was emphatically
called "the Comforter." He was to testify, of Jesus. He was
to "bring to remembrance" the things which He had spoken to
His disciples. He was to abide with His people for ever.
,Hence, as a divine Being-as One with the Eternal Threeco-equal, co-eternal, co-essential with the Father and the Son-His
work must of necessity be one of power. As the Testifier of Christ
-as the Revealer of Christ-as the great and gracious Remembrancer-His minist:r;y mu,st be one of power.
Let us now, in conclusion, give an example or illustration or
two of the nature and operation of the power for which we are
contending. And, in order to ascribe all the glory to whom alone
"it is due, we gladly preface these examples and illustrations by
quoting the testimony, "This is the word of the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power [that is, not by
human might or human power], but by My Spirit, saith the Lord
of hosts" (Zech. iv. 6). Again, we read, :, We have this treasure
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the' power may be of
God, and not of us" (2 Cor. iv. 7).
In proof, therefore, that "the kingdom of God is not in word,
but in power" (1 Cor. iv. 20), see its effects,1. In conmction-" Saul, Saul," said a Voice to him that was
." yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord," "why persecutest thou Me?" "Who art ThouJ
Lord?" ;was the reply on the part of one who verily thought he
had been serving the Lord, but who was, up to that moment, in
consummate ignorance of the Lord. "I am Jesus, whom thou
persecutest," was the memorable reply. And what was the immediate effect but a subjugation and a surrender which al1 the
thunderings of Sinai and all the tremendous threatenings, curses,
and condemnation of the law, failed to accomplish? (See Act!!
ix.4-20.)
. Again, see the woman of Samaria. " Jesus saith unto her, Go,
call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and
said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well
said, I have no husband: for thou hast had five husbands; and
he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that s~idst thou
truly. The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that ThQu ar.t
a prophet" (John iv. 16-19). Oh, was it not power-and a
divine powel', too-which prompted that poor previously thought;
less and indifferent sinner to "leave her water-pot, and make her
way into the city, and say to the men, 'Come, see a Man whicl;J.
told me all things that ever I did; is nC?t this the Christ?"
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Here are examples of conviction and conve1'sion indeed, and this
alone by divine power, without the semblance of human interference,
much less help or aid.
Take another example of conviction on the one hand, and conversion on the other. "The scribes and Pharisees brought unto
[Jesus] a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her
in the midst, they say unto Him, Master, this woman was taken
in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded
us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest Thou? . . . . .
But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground,
as though He heard them not. So when they cORtinued asking
Him, he lifted up Himself, and said unto them, He that is without
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again He
stooped down, and wrote on the ground." He thus, as it were,
wrote the woman's sin and her accusers' condemnation on tlie sancl !
"And they which heard it, being convicted by their a/en conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last:
and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst."
Waiting the sentence of her condemnation from His lips. But
mark the contrast! Behold the secret of true contrition-heartfelt
sQrrow-self-lo!J.thing and disgust-as illustrative of the po/eel' of
divine grace and love and mercy. "When Jesus had lifted up
Himself, and saw none but the woman, He said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do
I condemn thee: go, and sin no more."
Ah! reader, the thunders and the lightnings of Sinai may drive;
but it is only the Calvary cry of "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do! " that draws-

.

" Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone. II

2. As an example of the power of the Lord to camfort and console,
consider the case of the Syrophenician woman. "Have mercy on
me, 0 Lord, Thou Son of David," said she; "my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil. But He answered her not a word.
And His disciples came and besought Him, saying. Send her away;
for she crieth after ns. But He answered and said, I am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she
and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me. But He answered
and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and t{) cast
it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters' table. Then Jesus answered
and said unto her, 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
And her daughter was made whole from
even as thou wilt.
that very hour" (Matt. xv. 22-28).
Ah! was not this not

9

The Gospel Magazine.

merely delivering power, but comforting and consoling po we?' likewise?
How great thenceforth must have been that poor woman's confidence in the wisdom, the love, the pity, the power of J ehovahJesus!
And, inasmuch as "whatsoever was written aforetime was written
for our learning, that we, throug-h patience and. comfort of the
Scriptures, might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4), so we contend that,
in whatever position it may please the Most High to place His
children, or however He may test and try the faith He bestows,
His arm shall be underneath, His strength sustain them, and the
promises and assurances He gives them shall be attended with a
power, a richness, a savour, which shall enable them personally and
practically to understand why it was that" Moses, when he ·was
come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming' the reproach
of Ohrist greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompense of the reward" (Heb. xi. 24-26).
Upon the same principle the otherwise inexplicable mystery is
explained as to how it was that those "would not accept deliverance" who" were tortured, had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, were stoned, tempted, sawn asunder, slain with the sword;" yea,
" they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts,' and in mountains, and in dens and caves
of the earth." Wlience, we ask; was all this? How was it to
be accounted for? The answer is plain. It was the Lord J ehovah
fulfilling His word, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Oor. xii. 9). "He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that have no might He incl'easeth
strength" (Isa. xl. 29). Hence, in sweet and blessed response,
the Apostle exclaimed, "I can do all things through Christ, which
strengtheneth me" (phi!. iv. 13); "When I am weak, then am I
strong" (2 Oor. xii. 10); "Strong in the IJord, and in the power
of His might" (Eph. vi. 10).
St. Luke's, Bedminster.

THE EDITOR.

GIVE not thy tongue too great a liberty, lest it take thee prisoner.
A word unspoken is, like the sword in the scabbard, thine; if vented,
thy sword is in another's hand. If thou desire to be held wise, be so
wise as to hold thy tongue.-Qua?·les.
EFFECTUAL calling is the middle link in the undividable chain of
salvation. He that hath it is sure of both the ends (i.e., of his past
predestination to life, and of his future glorification).' Our calling is
the manifestation of our secret election, and a sure forerunner of glory; .
being in effect the voice of God telling us beforehand that He will
glorify us.-Bi.shop Coupe?'.

------------------------
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READY TO GO.
"Be ye also ready, f01' in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man
cometh."-MATTHEW xxiv. 44.
READINEss-that's our New Year's word, beloved, for you and for one's
self. Empty and ready-ready for fresh unfoldings of love and grace
from above, for God puts this "treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us;" nady for
fresh conflict, for verily we shall have it, if spared; but, above all,
ready for eternity, for heaven, for the coming of Christ. Is it so ~
If so, what a mercy that our posture, at the threshold of another
year, is one of readiness!
Around our ivy-mantled home, in the summer-time, may be seen
hundreds of swallows, poising themselves in the air, and skimming
around the buildings with graceful velocity. In the autumn, we
observe them clustering in one spot, year after year, from which
they take short flights, as if practising for their long journey to
warmer and more genial shores. They are getting ready to go.
Have we our houses in order, and are we ready to go~ Living in a
state of watchfulness-on the alert ~ Ready to wing our way to realms
.of glory ~ What a mercy, if it is so!
We will dwell upon this hallowed readiness presently. It is a
momentous subject, but just at present we will think together of the
New Year-the untrodden steps that still remain-the dark future to
us, but light to the Lord we love.
Well, as it opens before us, are we not, beloved, found ready for
fresh mifolclings of a precious Christ? Is not this the longing of our
hearts, as we stand on the threshold of it-CC My soul longeth, yea,
even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh
crieth out for the living God" 1 Past year3' drawing from the fulne3s
of a precious Christ bids us hope and expect it will be so-that He
will still bless, still give, still supply.
And this hope reminds me that, for some year3 past, I have, at the
opening of each year, asked the Lord to give me a New Year's Portion,
which should be a comfort to me in going forward. In 1880, He ga,e
me, "I am the Lord: I change not: therefore ye sons of Jacob are
not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6). 1881," Accepted in the Beloved." 1882,
"But the Lord has given a banner to them that fear Him, that
it may be displayed because of the truth" (Psa. Ix. 4). 1883," Be
ye also patient ; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh" (James v. 8).' 1884," The Lord will go before thee"
(Isa. lii. 12); and now, this New Year, the Lord has given me the
promise, "I will show thee that which is noted in the Scripture of
I truth" (Dan. x. 21).
Oh, that it may be verified; and, as He has so
graciously made His poor servant the medium of sending forth words
of comfort and edification to the members of His living family, may
He still mercifully bless, and show us in rich abundance "that which
is noted in the Scripture of truth."
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In this spirit, beloved, let us look at our passage, "Be ye also
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh."
These searching words are the Master's own, and, therefore, must be
worthy of the deepest reflection. He makes a comparison between
the days of Noe and the days when He will come again, stating
that it will be with the world the same when He comes-" For as
in the days that were before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and given in marriage, until the day [the very
day] that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son
of Man be. Watch, therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come."
Uncon~r1lr-this is the characteristic of the world.
Why, apart
from the second advent of our Lord, how little even the judgments
before that time are thought of by the world! What an instance of
his is occurring while we now hold the pen! That most fearful of
all visitations, the cholera, is spreading in Paris. In _twenty-four
hours seventy fresh cases have occurred, but what do we hear ~
Why, it is boasted that, in the midst of it all, the people remain
cheerful and more gay than ever. The Italian Opera in Paris is one
blaze of flowers, diamonds, and low dresses; and every other theatre
in that place is equally crowd~d. Hide away those black corpses,
carried hastily to yon mortuary! It does not suit wqrldly pride and
vanity to gaze upon them.
Forget it! Banish the thoughts the
scene would fain give rise to. Let conscience remain seared as with
a hot iron. This is the spirit of the world with regard to God's
judgments, and so it is with regard to Christ's second coming.
They still cry, "Away with Him! Away with Him! We want not
to hear of Him!" Not so, not so, the child of God. He may, and
does, stand much alone; yet his anxiety is, to be prepared for eternity.
'For one, it is scarcely ever out of my thoughts. God be praised
for it! "Who hath made us to differ 1"
But now, beloved, with the eye of faith upon the end, let us think
a little of pilgrim steps to the glorious 1'ewa1,d. Whether many or few
we know not. This matter is in the Lord's hands.
Ready to go on in life's pilgrimage. Ah! but it becomes us to tread
softly and humbly. "Lord," said the impetuous Peter, "I am ready
to go with Thee both unto prison and to death." Methinks I can
almost see the pitying smile on the countenance of our blessed Lord
as He responded, "I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day
before thou shalt thrice deny that Thou knowest Me." And so it
was. "Ready to go anywhere and everywhere with Christ." I have
heard the young and inexperienced say so-those whose religion is
like the rapid growth of the bean-stalk, and who rush by the trembling and halting Christian with disdain. Such, in creature strength,
are always" ready to go;" but methinks, in reality, they are more
ready to slip with their feet, and fall from their self-made standing.
The Lord deliver us from presumption and false zeal, and keep us
ready to go only as the Lord leads !
But, again, look at the spirit of the world with regard to the future.
It is, "Oh, I shall do this and the other this year!"
This will I
I(
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do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goods; and I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease;
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Than fool, this
night thy soul shall be required of thee; then whose shall those things
be which thou hast provided ~ "
No, beloved; rather let it be with us who are earnestly desirous of
treading softly and trustfully, to be ready to go, but in this spirit"Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into such
a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your
life ~ It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If ..the Lord will, we shall
live, and do this, or that." Ah! that is the right spirit-" If the
Lord will." May we be delivered from "rtljoicing in boastings," and
be led on, trusting in Him who is "the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever."
We "know not what shall be on the morrow." No; the only Man
that trod this earth of ours, that could tell what would happen in the
future, was the God-Man Ohrist Jesus. His omniscient eye could peer
into the gloom and darkness of the untrodden way, and describe to
the letter things that should occur.
After that emphatic declaration
of Peter concerning Him, "Thou art the Ohrist of God," our blessed
Lord said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected
of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be slain, and be
raised the third day," every particular of which came true.
At
another time, looking into the future, He said, "I have a baptism to
be baptized with, and how am I stra,itened till it be accomplished!"
Yes, beloved, our blessed Lord could read the future for Himself.
'Equally so can He read the future of every elect member of His
Ohurch, for He hath Himself arranged all for their eternal good.
We are His workmanship. All that concerns us is known unto Him,
and overruled in love for our good and His glory.
Our blessed Lord, more than once, is described as "the Son of
God, who bath His eyes like unto a flame of fire." What can this
mean, but to illustrate His omniscience, and, in the display of that
attribute, His clear perception of everything in the present and in the
future 1 I know not what the next hour will unfold, but Jesus knows.
Oh, what abounding consolation and comfort is here! " My Father
knows! My Jesus sees and arranges all for the eternal good of His
own!" "Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings 1 and not one
of them is forgotten before God. But even the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; ye are of more value
than many sparrows."
Look, beloved, at the four arguments used by our Lord, why His
people should place implicit trust and confidence in Him. 1." Oonsider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have
storehouses nor barns; and God feedeth thelIl. How much more are
ye better than the fowls 1" 2." And which of you, with taking
thought, can add to his stature one cubit 1" 3. "If ye, then, be not
'able to do that which is least, why take ye thought for therest 1"
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4. "Consider the lilies, how they grow: they toil not, they spin not;
and yet I say unto you that Solomon, in all his glory, was not arra.yed
like one of these." From such let there spring the deduction of a
trustful spirit, and not a doubtful mind; for your Father knoweth
your every need, and His name is Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord who will
provide everything for time and eternity.
Blessed Lord, in grasping by faith Thine hand, and stepping softly
onwards, make us to know the way wherein we should go, for we
lift up our souls unto Thee. We know not what a day may bring
forth, but here is our comfort and consolation-Jesus knows; Jesus
leads-yea, to glory.
Ready to go. " 'Whither must I fly ~' Then said Evangelist, pointing
with· his finger over a very wide field, 'Do you see yonder wicket
gate 1' The man said, 'No.' Then said the other, 'Do you see yonder
shining light l' He said, 'I think I do.' Then said Evangelist, 'Keep
that light in your eye, and go directly thereto, so shalt thou see the
gate.' 11 Ah! that is what we want-to keep Him who is our Light
in view. "Thy Word [that is, Christ, who is the Wordl is a lamp
unto my feet and a light upon my path." "The sure Word, whereunto we do well that we take heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the Day-star arise in your
hearts."
Lord, grant us faith to keep this light in view, till we arrive at
the pearly gates, and see for ourselves Him who is the Light of
heaven!
Ready to go. What! to wa1'? Yes; we must expect conflict, warfare.
Our blessed Lord, in the Revelation, is described as "He which hath
the sharp sword with two' edges." It is clear what that sharp sword
is, from Ephesians vi. 17-" And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the W m'd of God." Here, then, we
see that, while Christ had in His hand the "sword of the Spirit," the
Christian is also to take the same weapon, and a right trusty weapon
it is. With it our Saviour defeated Satan in the temptation; and it
is with us a power, when faith's grasp is all right, which Satan
cannot withstand. With such a weapon, it must be a source of consolation to us to know that, while we are weak in grasping and
wielding it, the omnipotent· One has it in hand for us, and we shall
be "more than conquerors, through Him who hath loved us."
But, again, 1'eady to go. Many think that they are ready for eternity, who are living under a fatal delusion; and, in visiting the sickbeds of the unconcerned and ungodly, it is common enough to hear
such declare, they are going to heaven! One such, this very week, in
this neighbourhood, was visited, and asked the question, "You say
you are going to heaven, but what is your ground of assurance with
regard to this momentous matter 1" The response was, "There are
great sinners and little sinners. The great will be shut out,. but God
is merciful, and will receive little sinners; and I am sure I have
never harmed anyone, and have lived a good life." Can anything. be
more profoundly ignorant 1 Another man, within a short distance of
this spot, is in the last stage Of consumption, but he positively refuses
to see anyone, stating that he knows his Bible as well as they can
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tell him, and does not want talking to, fully asserting he is all right.
His wife is the worst of the two, for, when she hears anyone approaching' the house, she puts her foot on the door, opening it only ajar;
and, when ascertaining that it is only one come to visit her husband,
slams the door in their face.
.
It may sound harsh, but it is a question, in my mind, whether the
heathen at home are not worse .than the heathen abroad. Let me
give you an instance to 'the point. I have just had the privilege of
shaking hands with a very remarkable man, who is. on a visit to this
country, na.mely, the Rey. PATAQU.A.HUNG CHASE, hereditary chief of
the Ojibbeway tribes, President of the Grand Cou~cil of Indians, now
for. some years past a native preacher of the Gospel am.ong the
Ojibbeways. He told us that his grandfather was a worshipper of a
divine being, but the only way in which they found him approachable
was, in gazing at the sun in .all his glory, and so they worshipped,
the sun. He died a heathen; but when afterwards a missionary
was sent, who told them of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, this is what
they had been all their lives looking for. Jesus was "the one thing
needful," and was received arid believed in, through the Spirit. Now,
you see, these Ojibbeways were worshippers, looking for something
more, yet still heathens, while thousands in this so-called Christian land
live in a state of complete heathenism, caring for none of these things.
But the question may be very properly asked, "But how can a man
be prepared for eternity, and in readiness to go ~" I suppose the
reply of many would be the cry of the day, "He must 'come to
Jesus.' ,.' For my part, I hope I shall not be misunderstood when
I say, I am sick to death of this appealing to the dead to "come
to Jesus." "Well, .but," it may be said, "is not Christ's own
invitation, 'Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise ea,,:t out' ~ "
Certainly, and blessed words t~ey' are, coupled with His own assertion, "None can come unless the Father draweth theIIL" This is
a totally different matter, and makes the beginning an act of
divine sovereignty and mercy. There must be life before mo,ement. A dead body cannot move and come. This invitation to
dead sinners to do a spiritual act seems like beating the air, or
like telling a felon, who is loaded with chains and fetters, "Now, if
you come to the judge, he will pardon J0n." "'Why, the wretched
man cannot move, and you oilly tantalize him in his misery, by
telling him to do an impossibility. Break his bonds, shatter his
fetters-this is the first act; and, in spiritual things, it requires more
than human. strength to effect it. It must be an omnipotent power
that can alone release the man ,who has long found his bondage in
the synagogue of Satan.
Again, then, to our question-In what consists readiness and preparation for death 1 Is it a long preparation of creature attainment.'l,
and living a holy life 1 Far, far from it, if we could do it, "hich we
cannot. Does it consist of a long course of teaching and training on
the part of the Spirit ~ No; precious as this is, it is not the point,
for the babe in grace, if the Lord sees fit to take him home, is as
much prepared as the aged saint. I think you have preparation, not
in the work of Christ in the believer, but the work of Christ for His
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own. Here is a passage which conveys it, to my mind-" For it
became Him, for whom are all things, and -by whom are all thingsl
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation.
perfect through sufferings. For both He that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one." Christ's bringin~ His chosen ones
to glory-there is the secret of their preparation for eternity. We
may depend upon it, none are prepared to die unless the lArd of glory
has died for them. No atonement, no glorification; no cross, no crown.
A religion without this centre truth is not worthy of the pame.
When our blessed Lord said, upon the cross, "It is finished!" He
"finished transgression, made an end of sin, and made reconciliation
for iniquity, to bring in an everlasting righteousness; and by His one
offerinO' He bath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." And
who ;e they ~ Hear His own description of them-" All that the
Father gi' eth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me,
I will in no wise cast out. I came down from heaven to do the will
of Him that sent Me; and this is the Father's will which hath sent
Moo, l;,\\.~l;, Q.{ ~ll wh.i..e.ll He hath fbiven Me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day." Thus .He proclaimed election, salvation, and glorification. This is a glorious preparation indeed.
He died that we might live eternally with Him. Oli, does not such
truth bring abounding consolatiop, peace, and joy ~ That is a sweet
passage, "Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with Qod,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Jnstification is the act of divine
sovereignty, and delivers from hell ; sanctification is equally the act
of God, and makes the recipient meet for heaven.
But how about the peace 1 because many a Christian is saying,
"13,11..1:" l b.&..v:~ ll.Qt.. If.~&G.El.:' I think the :N ew Version rather heles us
in this query. It is, "Let us have peace;" that is to say, if the
Lord has justified and sanctified, and Christ is yours, with whom
and in whom is both justification and sanctification, why not be at
peace 1 Still, even in this way, the poor sinner cannot gain it. It
mdst equally come from on high. He must give peace, and all will
be well. Every fresh phase of Christian experience brings out our
helplessness and the Lord's all-sufficiency.
Ready to go to meet the Bridegroom. "Be ye also ready, for in such
an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." But none are
ready to meet Him who have not oil in their lamps. Here is the
secret of 1'eadiness-" The wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps." Oh, to have this oil in the lamp, and to live in quiet watchfulness, so that, when the end comes, the cry may be, "Ready, Lord!
Ready, Lord!"
..
What a sweet sight it is to see an aged Christian resting in the
finished work of Christ, ready to go home! When my venerable and
revered father approached his end, I travelled one hundred and fifty
miles to visit him. When I entered his bed-room, and gazed upo.n
his loved form, pillowed up in an arm-chair, he said, as soon as he
could get his breath, "Here I am, my boy-packed up, and ready to
be gone;" and his calm and peaceful countenance told that, in sweet
hope, hEl was waiting and longing for his change. Oh, to be able
with him to say, in Paul's language, when we come to our approach-
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ing end, "I have fought a good fight; I have finished my course; I have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing."
And then we must not overlook the assertion of our Lord in our
passage, that He will come at a time when "ye think not." Many
have thought that He will come at such a time, and have, in some
instances, _prophesied strongly as to dates, whereas the years specified
have long since passed. We never think such human calculations
wise, especially in the face of our Lord's declaration, "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away. But of
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
My Father only." No; the very fact that He will come when we
think not, and when we least expect it, "hows the increased importance of constant ?'eadiness. "Blessed is that servant whom his Lord,
when He cometh, shall find so doing."
Ob, that we may never be
found in any place or position that would bring upon us shame and
confusion of face, should He come! My earnest desire, for one, is to
live the remainder of my days in the posture of watchfulness, ever
ready to exclaim joyfully, "Even so, come, Lord Jem . I, oJI.
What say you, then, dear reader, to our New Year's word, read·ines.s ?
Are we not living in a state of. watchfulness-on the alert-ready for
flight to a more congenial realm 1 Ready, if spared, for fresh unfoldings of a precious Christ which shall enrich the soul1 Ready to go
on in the pilgrim life, treading softly and humbly, and grasping by
faith a Saviour's hand ~ Ready to stand against the current of this
world's ways and doings, even at the expense of being deemed peculiar and singular ~ Ready to go to war-into fresh conflict-which is
certain to come; yet taking "the sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God" ~ Ready to go, having a well-grounded hope in the
Lord, and resting on the finished work of Christ 1 R-eady to go and
meet the Bridegroom, with oil in the lamp, recognizing the fact that
He will come when we think not 1 In short, ready to die, resting
upon the sweet assurance of our blessed Lord, "In .My Father's house
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you; and if I go to prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I
am, there ye may be also" ~ "He which testlleth these things saith,
Surely I come quickly. Amen, Even so, come, Lord Jesus! "
I am afraid some will think we have been too solemn in our tone
for an opening-year, but we cannot help it. We are surrounded with
solemnities, and our passage rings in our ears, "Be ye also ready, for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh."
Some few years ago, we proceeded from London Bridge to Louth in
one of those fine Scotch steamers so well known. Out at sea, on the
Sabbath morning, we noticed at breakfast three well-dressed persons
with that bearing of gravity about them which marked them as not
being worldly men. One was a man in years, another about middle
life, and the third a young man. I seemed drawn to them, and we
• Ah! dear brothel', so say we,

This is our fervent desire from day to day.-En.
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exchanged a few words; and, on the other hand, they seemed drawn
to me, for, after the meal was over, they came to me, and the elder
said, " We have been proposing to gather the passengers together, and
hold a religious meeting on deck.. and have come to the conclusion
that you are the one to conduct it." I replied that I hoped it was
of the Lord, and that we had better, perhaps, first, speak to the captain, and gain his consent. IVe did so. This time I was spokesman,.
and I do not think, as long as memory lasts, I shall forget the captain's reply. He was a fine atWetic Scotchman, with a genial countenance, and he said, "AM you're looking a-head, and you're quite right.
You can hold your meeting if you like; ,. which I took to mean,
" Ah! you are not satisfied with eartWy things, but you are looking
a-head for heavenly things." Blessed be God, this is so. We are
looking arhead. This is precisely our case, dear reader, is it not 1 We
cannot be satisfied with the trifling vanities of time. We have "tasted
that the Lord is gracious," and this has spoilt our taste for the world.
Oh, it must be a wise thing to be looking a-head! All is uncertain
in this time-state. Warnings abound, and yet men live on in a
fool's paradise. Be it ours to be warned, and to be living loose to
the things of time, grasping the things of eternity.
In conclusion'l reader, depend upon it the day is coming "when
the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow
themselves; when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and
fears shall be in the way."
Oh, beloved, "or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel
broken at the cistern," be it ours to be brought to the sweet assurance that all is well in Christ. We are hidden in the Rock of Ages.
No calamity in that hallowed security can harm us. RedeemeJ, ransomed, regenerated, we shall be assuredly glorified. With such a hope,
all must be well.
"Who may abide the day of His coming 1 and
who shall stand when He appeareth 1"
Why, the poor, trembling
sinner, whose alone trust is in the finished work of Ohrist-who, having no confidence in anything fleshly, rests, it may be with a timid
faith, yet a true faith, upon the arm of Omnipotency.
Beloved, 1885 is before us. Are we 1'eady to go, grasping thus a
Saviour's hand ~ Yes, dear Lord, give grace, and we are ready,
sweetly assured that" He who llath led will lead
All thruugh the wilderness;
He who hath fed will feed;
He who hath blessed will bless:
He who hath heard our cry
Will never close His ear;
He who hath marked our faintest sigh
Will not forget the tear:
He liveth always, faileth never;
We rest on Him to-day, for ever."

Burton·on-Trent.

G. C.

GOSPEL holiness includes, a heart broken for sin, a heart broken oft'
from sin, and a perpetual conflict with sin.-Medley.
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DEW-DROPS.

(, This year also:"-LuKE xiii. 8.'

BELOV:ED, . h~~ often has it been our comfort and secret confidence to
know- th"at our Go<l-'·' seeth not as man seeth; for ll,lan looketh on the
o.utward Itppeatallce, but the Lord looketh on the heart." And oh,
how different His' judgment. to: man's! Man condeJ;I1ns, where God
will have mercy. Man ·searphes. for our failings, and brings them
to light; where God says, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and" as a cloud, thy sins." Yea, unto our God belongeth
mercy; and He delights in it. He· goes forth to "seek and save those
which· were lost," and rests not until He brings them back on His
shoulder .rejoicing. He follows, and never loses sight of, His wandering,
euing- ones, supplying all their needs in Himself. To the -weak, He is
strength; to the poor, He is riches; to the blind, He is sigh ; to the
lame, He is suppo;rt; to the ignorant, wisdom. Yea, in every need,
His character suits His children, for He is "All and ill all. '
Let us ·take one of His characters as bearing upon the text, which
is not a little suited to our consideration at this time, in entering
upon another year. May He crown it with His goodness, and give you
sweet peace, joy, and confidence, in knowing that upon His pleasant
land He . smiles with satisfaction, since it is in His own care and
keeping, safe for time and safe for eternity. "The eyes of the Lord
are upon it; from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the
year."
"This year also," pleads our great High Priest and Intercessor.
"Let this barren fig tree stand one more year, till I shall dig about
it, and dung it." Oh, beloved, can you trace any resemblance to
yourself in this 1 Are you mourning your barrenness and unITuitfulness 1 Can you take up the song of sparing mercy unto Him who
suffered so long with you, and preserved you while you were yet in
your sins 1 Can you now see for why your life -was pared Y This
intercessory work of Christ is a wonderful p.art of His office, and will
be till every son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty is with
Him in glory.
.
,
See how divine a purpose God had in sparing His beautiful creation,
when Our first parents' fall so sadly marred it with sin. He who created
it could justly have destroy'ed it with but the breath of His nostrils.
But no, "1 will have me1'cy j" and from that hour to the present every
one of His chosen has proved Him faithful to that promise, and will do
as long as time endureth. Thus, in every age, has God spared unto
Himself" a remnant according to the election of grace; " and, delivering
in time from' the death. of trespasses and sins, sends forth the Word of
life into their souls, and quickens them again, new creatures in Christ
Jesus. And is not all this because Jesus pleads above 1 Is it not
because He is ever at His Father's right hand, there to intercede for
us 1 Only through Him do we gain acceptance; only through Him are
our desires made known to the Father. May these three little words
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be our petition- at this season, and " this year dlso " plead with Him for a
blessing! Our great High- Priest, although hidden from our sight within
the veil, yet bears our names upon His heart; and the constant· tokens of
His love and mercy, like the sounding of the bells upon Aaron's robe,
encourage us to press our suit again and again, for the Father cannot
refuse the Son of His love, and thus, through Him, we gain acceptance,
and dare approach the mercy-seat.
.
Oh,'the wondrous long-suffering of our God! "Let it alone this year
also," says the patient Husbandman; and the testimony of each bloodbought soul is..
" Preserved in Jesus when
My feet made haste to hell." "

.

'

And mark His care conc,erning His trees, which His own hand plants
as ". trees of righteousness." Oh, He is a wise Husb:~mdman, and sees
well to the fruitfulness of His garden! " Till I dig about it, and dung
it "-expose the roots of sin, for there is the canker-worm at the roots;
and dung or enrich it, whilst" The rolling seasons, as they move,
Proclaim His constant care."

Thus fruit appears after the winter's blast had been upon it. So
with God's children. Summer and sunshine are very pleasant, but not
always conducive to the soul's health. Wintry weather puts the test
upon them, and proves whether they are His children in the dark
and stormy day. Testing time is a trying time, but a blessed time to
look back upon, and to prove "God is faithful."
And, beloved, may we not, then, beg of Him that" this year also"
He will bless us more abundantly, and cause us to bring forth much
fruit ~ Do, dear Lord, make us to feel more of Thy presence, during
the year we are now entering upon! Continue Thy watchfulness and
care, and exercise Thy loving-kindness over us. " This yea?' also," oh, that
Thou wouldst bless me indeed! "This year also" preserve, prosper, and
prepare my soul for the "far mortl exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" in store. And, in the contemplation of past mercies, and His
faithful promises for the future, may your hearts go forth in gratitude,
and your souls be llIS a "watered garden, which the Lord hath' blessed."
God grant that" this yea?' also" you shall enjoy some of the rich blessings
covenant love has in store for you, and cause you to praise and bless
His dear name for all His goodness-

I..

" What showers of blessings I've received!
How fruitless I have stood!
,
But, though I have my Father grieved,
He views my Surety's blood!
" The voice 'of Justice says, 'Cut down
That barren, withere<l tree!'
But Christ says, 'Let it still alone;
Be satisfied in Me.'"

The Lord grant you increasing satisfaction in Him, which will decrease
that in yourself, and command a special blessing, for His o!Vn 'Word's
R.
sake. Amen.
.
c2
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COVENANT SECRETS DIVINELY REVEALED.
"Eye hath not seen, no-I" ear heard, neither have enteTed into the hem·t of
man, the things which God hath prepared fo-r them that love Him. But God
hath Tevealed them unto us by His Spirit."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 9, 10.
UNDE"R the guidance and direction of God the Holy Ghost, we would
seek for a little consolation and instruction from this very blessed
portion of His most holy W ord- a portion usually quoted almost
exclusively in reference to that glory which is in reserve for all
the tried and tempted travellers through this weary wilderness who
are seeking a better country, even a heavenly, but which we venture
to think is not so exclusive in its signification.
It is a fact-humbling indeed to human nature, but one which tends
to the glory of Jehovah-that "the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishnes~ unto him; neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." It is an
utter impossibility for any carnal man to apprehend or understand
spiritual things, for, concerning everyone of Adam's posterity, it may
be truly said, their understanding is darkened, they are alienat·ed from
the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, "because of
the blindness of their hearts."
Our divine Master stated this truth most clearly to that ruler of the
Jews who came to Him by night, in the words, "Except a man be
born again [' from above,' margin], he cannot see the kingdom of
God" (John iii. 3); hence we are bound to confess that everything
connected with true religion and God's way of salvation must be a
matter of revelation. It was this truth which appears to have occupied
the Apostle's mind when writing the first and second chapters of his
First Epistle to the Corinthians. After declaring most positively that
"the world by wisdom knew not God," he argues, "What man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of a man which is in
him 1" No man knows the thoughts, purposes, counsels, or designs
of his fellow-man till he is pleased to communicate the same. No man
can tell what is passing in -the mind of another until he chooses
by word or sign to make known to him his thoughts. "Even so,"
saith the Apostle, "the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God: which things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth."
It is evident from the tenor of these words that this servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ is seeking to exalt the work and Person of the
Lord the Spirit, and magnify Him .to the "Church of God at Corinth,
the sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints," with all those
taught to call upon the name of ,the Lord Jesus Christ; and surely
there never was a day when it so _behoved the members of the "one
family" to testify to the absolute necessity of the work of the Holy
Ghost. Free-wiIler.s of every shape and name are ignoring this glorious
Person of the Trinity, by calling upon dead souls to quicken themselves, the carnal to produce spiritual acts, and those who are the
bond-slaves of Satan, led captive by him at his will, to serve the
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Lod. In numberless places of worship (so-called), His name is scarcely
mentioned, and those who meet within their walls might truthfully
itffirm, " We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost" (Acts xix. 2); while in multitudes of pulpits His character is
dishonoured, Hi'! glory tarnished, His power limited, and He is repreflented as endeavouring to effect much that He is hindered from doing,
1,>ecause poor puny worms of the earth will not allow Him to work in
their souls! Well might the Lord Jesus cause to be left on record
His words of gracious counsel and loving exhortation to His beloved
disciples, "Take heed what ye hear."
Well might the Apostle Paul
;warn his children in the faith, whom he had" begotten through the
Gospel," against "men who should arise, speaking perverse things,"
preaching another Gospel, another Jesus, and "another Spirit." Blessed
be God, "the eternal Spirit" is a glorious Person, vastly different' to
the popular representation. One with the Father and the Son in
eovenant councils, equal with 'lhem in power, glory, and essence, He
MUST effect His purposes in the heart of every elect vessel of mercy,
as it is written, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy .
power."
The" King of kings" sendeth forth His Spirit, and His
people are created, and He renews the face of the earth. "The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence'it cometh and whither it goeth; so is everyone that
is born of the Spirit." As the wind seeks not permission to, travel
where it will-as it has no circumscribed limits-so it is with the
Spirit. He awakens and calls out, quickens and regenerates, every
chosen jewel wherever in this wide wilderness it is to be found. He
who has scattered the stones which shall comprise His spiritual
building, will also gather them by the power of the Holy Ghost to
the Person of the Lord Jesus, and they shall everyone be liuilt up
upon this precious and chosen Foundation, to "offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."
"
But we must come now to consider this divine Person as "the
Spirit of revelation;" and oh, what a precious meditation is this to
those who are ever mourning over their natural ignorance and
blindness-to those whose constant cry is, "More light! more light!"
Yes, it is a fact that these persons, described by the pen of the
Apostle as "those that love Him," are bliud inlleed. Daily and
hourly they look up to "the Father of lights," an,l sigh, "Lord, that
I may receive my sight. In the midst of the years make known.
Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrolls things out of Thy
law." It was the realization of this infirmity which caused him who
was ordained a minister of the Gentiles, and sent "to' opt!n their
eyes," to pray, when writing to the Ephl\sian Church, "that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the Spirit I of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the
eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know
what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness
of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of
His mighty power" (Eph. i. 17-19).
'
,
Dear reader, do notice how the same Apostle speaks of the things
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revealed to him,s~lf and to others-" the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him." Yes, they are prepared things
for those who love God. We need scarcely pause to inquire, Who
are they that love. Him 1 for we are met with the words of unerring
truth, "We love Him. because He first loved .us."
They are the
eternally-loved ones of Jehovah-those upon whom His affection was
ever. fixed in Christ-those chosen in Him from before the foundation
of the world-and who, as a spiritual consequence, love and choose Him
in re~urn, because in their hearts "the love of God" has been shed
abroad by the Holy Ghost given: unto them (Rom. v, 5). These
persons alone can be said to "love God," because" the carnal mind is
enmity against Him, for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be: so then they that are in the flesh cannot please God,"
neither are they capable of loving Him who is infinite in holiness,
purity, and truth.
But here the question arises, What has "God prepared for them" 1
To every weary pilgrim in this barren wilderness, "glad tidings of
great joy" are published in the words, "God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for He hath prepared for them a city;" and not only
so, but everything necessary to make them "meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light."
,
Oh, beloved, here thou art often foot-sore and wearied! Here thou art
.never long at one stay-now on the mountain-top, warmed and cheered
by yon glorious sun; then in the low valley and in desolate places,
hunted by wild beasts, and beset by enemies on every hand. But is it
not blessed to know that thy God hath prepared for thee a city"a city which has no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine
in it, for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof. The nations of them that are saved shall walk there, and the
gates shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night
there" 1
" Oh, sacred rest! for thee we groan,
And bid the wheels of time roll on,
To bring that hour when we shall rise
To endless glories in the skies."
Come to that blessed declaration of one who knew something of
the revelation of the Holy Ghost. We allude to that aged servant of
the Lord, described by the Evangelist as "just and devout, waiting
for the Consolation of lsraeF He came by the Spirit into the temple
just at the time the Lord J estis was taken thither to be circumcised;
and here a very precious truth is suggested to the mind, namely, that
the Eternal Spirit always knows the exact time appointed in covenant
to reveal a pr\'\cious Christ to the waiting souls of the living in
Jerusalem, and beyond that time this glorious vision cannot tarry for
a single moment.
\ Oh, ye poor, weary, longing souls, whose eyes oft "fail while ye wait
for your God" (see Psalm lxix. 3)-ye who sigh so often, "Lo, He
goeth by me! When wilt Thou come to me 1"-the gracious Revealer
of the Father's Christ cannot-will not-forget you. Nay, that be far
from Him who waiteth even more anxiously for the time when He
will be gracious than ye do. That be far from Him to forget a

single soul whose sighs and tears bear witness to the fact that he is
"born again." No; poor, fainting, broke~-hearted one, He will not
turn away thy prayer, nor His mercy from thee, for His own Spirit
hath breathed upon thee, and made thee thirst for the revelation of
Christ in thee; and, with the Apostle Paul" we can say, "Being confident of this very thing, that ,He which hat4 begun a good work in
you will perform [' finish,' margin] it until the day of Jesus Christ"
(PhiL i 6). May-be, in days gone by, thou hast hung, as it were, upon
that precious account of "a daughter of Abraham whom Satan had
bound for eighteen years,? ,and hast' found lWme consolation in knowing
that at last she was released; and then, as years have rolled away, and
thou art yet in bondage in the 'prison-house, thy spirit has lingered at
the Pool of Bethesda with the man who had been afliicted thirty-eight
years. But still thy captivity continues. Well, it may please the
Sovereign Ruler of the universe to keep thee forty, fifty, or even
sixty years a waiting soul, not fully satisfied-just" holpen with. a little
help." Blessed be God, His faithful Word declares to all such seeking
ones, "At the end, the vision will speak, and will not lie;" and. to
them there can be no sweeter counsel than this-CC Though the vision
tarry, wait for it," knowing that He who alon!J .,can <;reate that
hungering and thirsting after Christ will, in due season, "satisfy the
desire of every living thing."
(To be continued.)

JESUS KNOWS.
He knoweth o~r fralne; He rmnembereth that we are dust."PSllM ciii. 14.
Every cross I'm called to bear,
EVERY new, untrbdden way,
Every sorrow, every 'care,
Every dark and cloudy day,
Every earnest, heartfelt prayer,
. Every plea for one bright ray,
Jesus knows.
Jesus knows.
i, For

Every burden, every sigh,
Every tear that dims the eye,
Every anxious sinner's cry',
,
Jesus knows.

Every idol, crushed and broken,
Every wish that dies unspoken,
Every thought to Him lies open,
Jesus knows.

Dear Lord, "Thou knowest;" may this be
A thought to cheer and comfort me;
Increase my faith, calm every fear,
Lead me and- guide me through· the year.
AUNT

Lucy.

I HAYE felt one thing give me boldness before the Lor~ and before
His people, which is this-that what I preach I never borrowed or
stole, neither was I taught it by man, but by God in my own
experience. My afliiction, in which my soul has very solemn seasons,
has not lengthened my arms to grasp mere professors, nor given me a
more favourable judgment of religion in general; but it has given me
to see and feel in an increased degree the unutterable value of a soulsaving religion.-JQseph Tanner.
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SORIPTURE OHARAOTERS.
IV.-ABRAHAM:•

.. A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life's last spark is fled,
And with a. pure and heavenly ray
Lights up the dying. bed.
"Lord, give me such a faith_a.s tlLis,
And then, whate'er may come,
I taste e'en now the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home."
THE life of the patriarch Abraham was throughout a "spiritual
splendour." Simple and unhesitating faith in God was his grand
characteristic. At no previous or subsequent period in the history of
mankind bas faith been put to such severe tests as i~ was in the
person of bim who is called" the father of the faithful" (Rom. iv. 11) ;
and never did it so fully meet a~d satisfy such trials of its purity and
strength as it did in him who enjoys the noble distinction of being
styled in Holy Writ''' the friend of God" (James ii 23 j 2 Ohron. xx. 7 j
Isa. xli. 8).
Faith bas been called "It fight, a struggle, a warfare, against all visible
odds." In Abraham it was all this, and, indeed, something more. It was
a grand principle, which shone out with surpassing splendour in his
daily life, and in all the events of his life which gave scope and
opportunity, for its exercise. It was the sustaining power of his
spiritual pre-eminence, and it issued in implicit, unquestioning, prompt
obedience to all that God demanded of him. "Without fai h it is
impossible to please God;" but Abraham's faith was of no ordinary
compass, and, therefore, he pleased God in no ordinary degree.
When at bome, among his friends and those nearest and dearest to him
:-those among whom he first drew his' breath, and to whom be, no doubt,
was endeared by a thousand earthly ties-the command came, "Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
This involved at once
house, unto a land that I will show thee."
nothing less than the giving up for ever of country, home, and kindred,
and all for a life of wandering (Gen. xx. 13) he knew not where. The
numerous comforts of a settled life, and the pleasures of friendship, were
to be sacrificed. Once for all he was to turn his back upon the tenderest,
sweetest memories of the past. Duty-obedience to the will of Godcaned him, and he must go. "He obeyed, ~d went out, not knowing
whither he went" (Heb. xi. 8). One wrench, and he was uprooted from
his native soil,"and ready to be trarrsplanted wherever it was God's will
his destiny should finally be cast. He knew not the trials and hard.ships that awaited him, but his God knew. It was enough j he would
obey.
He was on the way to that land which God had said, "I will
show thee," when, having got as far as Haran, he was called upon to
witness his father's death. But, with Sarai his wife, and Lot his
nephew, he again set out. After crossing the Euphrates, and journeying southward, he came to "Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh." He
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was now in the land his seed were eventually. to possess, a stranger
among strangers. Here" the Lord appeared.. unto Abraham, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land;" and so forthwith he raised" an
altar unto the Lord." This was the land the Lord had said, " I will
show thee;" and so among heathen he would openly acknowledge the
true God. In a land of gross -idolatry he would not depart from his
God, but would bear a faithful witness to Him. His was an unswerving
trust-a ~imple, child-like confidence.
Very lively impressions must the scenery around have made on the
mind of the patriarch. One has said, "The gardens of olive, and fi~
tree, and cactus, and pomegranate, that now half conceal the buildings of
Nablous [i.e., ancient Sichem] were then unplanted. But even then those
bubbling, sparkling fountains of pure water would be playing, and the
grass, and the flowers, and the trees of nature's own planting, would
be clothing it with a beauty not less attractive than that which it' no~
presents." Amid these surroundings Abraham lingered for a time. Afterwards, however, he removed further south, and" pitched his tent between
Rethel and Hai," and from here he was compelled to go down into Egypt,
being driven there by a famine, which "was grievous in the land" of
Canaan.
. '
Abraham was, no doubt, at the time of his leaving Egypt, very rich.
In fact, it has been estimated .that his wealth was not very far from
being equal to Job's. His truly generous, peaceful, and self-d-eny~~g
nature is strikingly manifested. When hearing of the strife betwlleri. his
herdmen and Lot's, he appeals to his nephew to end the dispute in
the most likely way. "Let there be no strife, I pray thee," he says;
and, as a reason for this praiseworthy desire, adds, " for we be brethren"
-brethren, and in a strange country. "Is not the whole land before
thee ~ Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me." " Let us part, whilst we
may do so, as friends. It may be that, later on, circumstances will oblige
us to part in some other character."
And now, "if thou wilt take
the left hand, then I will go to the right; or, if thou. depart to the
right hand, then I will go to the left." "Choose which way thou wilt
take. I am content to go either way."
Lot's choice is made, and .once more the patriarch is cut off from
his kindred. Once more his faith is tested, and once more its strength
is seen. Years of weary waiting follow, and Abraham is still with-out all heir. As yet he had "no seed" to possess the land of
his pilgrimage, but his faith in God was still undiminished. Often
had the promise been repeated, but its fulfilment seemed as far off as
ever. In all human probability it never would be fulfilled; and, when
the Lord appeared to him again, and encouraged him with the word~,
" Fear not, Abraham: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward,"
the patriarch moans, "Lord God, I go childless; whereby shall I know
that I shall inherit it ~" (the promised land.) "Whereby 1" His f;tith
,was sorely trieq, and on this occasion exhibited that weakness which
is inherent, in a greater or less degree, in all human faith. But God,
in condescension to His servant, grants him a sign by which he might
" know" that his seed should indeed possess it. From the year "he
departed out of Haran " twenty-five long years had now rolled away. He
was an hundred years old, and "}saac was born" (Gen. xii. 4; xri. 5). So

far the p~omise was fulfilled, and the Faithful Promiser had not fail~d
His servant. "At the set time" was the t~ing accomplished "which
God had spoken to him " (Gen. xxi. 2).
.
Ho/wever, ~he final trial of Abraham's faith was not yet come.
After the .birth of Isaac, the patriarch passed through some sore
domestic troubles, but he still "called on the, name of the Lord,
the. everlasting God " (Gen. xXi. 33).
He still "believed in the
Lord" who appeared unto hiin in "Ur or the Ohaldees."
:M.any
years had fled away at Beersheba, and Isaac, in whom were centred
aI~ the brightest hopes of Abraham, had grown up to man's .estate.
We 'now read of the greatest trial the patriarch's faith experienced.
He .hears once more the well-known Voice exclaiming, "Take now
thy son, thine only son Isaac-[Ishmael was no longer with him.
Once Abraham had cried, "0 that Ishmael might live before Thee!"
(Gen. xvii. 18,) but, in ,accordance with the wish of Sarah, and
the divine will, he had been sent away. Isaac, the child of the
promise} alone remained]-whom thou lovest, and offer him for a
burnt offering."
A terrible blow was this to the hoary-headed
saint, but he recoiled not from it.
God had spoken-the command
must be obeyed.
God had spoken, and Abraham bowed his head
in meek submission.
Even, now his faith wavered not.
Although
God had said, "In Isaac shall thy seed be called" (Gen. xxi. 12),
he believed that God was able to "raise him up even from the
d~d" (Heb. xi. 18, 19); and so (with lsaac) he travels on for three
long, sad days to the mount where God would have him offer up
his son; The appointed place is reached, and now-

"

" He rose and laid
The wood upon the altar. All was done.
He stood a moment, and a deep, quick flush
Passed o'er his coun~enance; and then he nerved
His spirit with a bitter strength, and spoke, Isaac! my only son!' The boy looked up.
, Where is the lamb, my father?' Oh, the ton83,
The sweet familial' voice, of a loved child!
What would its music seem at such an hour 1
It was the last deep struggle. Abraham held
His loved, his beautiful, his only son,
~d lifted up his arm, and called on GodAnd lo! God's angel stayed him, and he fell
Upon his face, and wept."

J. R. P.

'fm: doctrine of the Gospel is like the dew and small rain that
distilleth upon the tender grass, wherewith it doth flourish; and is
kept green (Deut. xxxii. 2). Christians are like the several flowers in
a garden, that have upon each of them the dew of heaven, which,
being shaken with the wind, they let fall their dew at each other's
roots, whereby they are jointly nourished and become nourishers of one
another. For Christians to commune savourily of God's matters one
with another, it is as if they opened to each other's nostrils boxes of
perfuIl},e.:;-John Bunyan.
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.
A FAITHFUL, COVENANT-KEEPING. GOD.
EIGHT"AND-THIRTYyears ago this day, I left my little cottage-home at
Perry Vale, in Kent,' to go to Ireland. My destination was Templen:lOre,
in the midst of troublous Tipperary; for not merely did a. severe famine
then, and for many months afterwards, prevail, but riots had .just
previously occurred in the very place to which the Most High, in His
all-wise and unerring providence, was leading me.
Upon the peculiar peace and supernatural satisfaction realized on
~y journey to that strange country, and when about to mingle with
persons altogether unknown before, it is not my purpose here to dwell.
Suffice it to say that, for calmness, child-like confidence, and simple
trust, that journey exceeded all I had ever previously experienced. I
was going at my Lord and Master's bidding, and He was pleased to
vouchsafe to me, even in that early stage of His work, a peace, ~
sweetness, a blessedness, as superior to, and distinct from, everything of
an earthly or a worldly character, as light differs from, and is superior to,
darkness. It was a feature of that precious " secret which is with them
that fear Him, and to whom He shows His covenant."
During my after-work in Ireland there was special Scripture which
helped greatly to stay the mind, in the absence of apparent fruit and
effect. The Scripture was Isaiah Iv. 10, 11-" For as the rain cometh
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My Word be
that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it." Upon that basis I was encouraged to labour
on and on; to "sow beside all waters;" yea, "in the morning to sow
the seed, and in the evening to withhold not the hand, knowing not.
which should prosper, either this or that, or whether they should be
both alike good."
In the parish where I laboured was a dear man of God attached to
the coastguard service. A more consistent or exemplary Christian r
never met. The house of God was his much-coveted resting-place;
the things of God his meat and drink. If his duties prevented his
being present at anyone of the services, it was his delight, when on
his beat, to walk up and down as near as possible to the school-house,
where the week-evening services were held, in order that in spirit he
might the more readily participate in what was going on. .He has told
me that, with his first waking thoughts, on the opening of the day on
which the week-evening service was held, was the pleasing remembrance
that such was the case. It was indeed" the day>' of the six that had
. .. .
charms for him which the other days had not.
Upon one particular evening, however-it was quite late-I, fora
little season, walked up and down with him, whilst he was taking his,
turn as watchman for the· night. He was unusually low and depressed
on that occasion-more so than I had ever seen him. "How," he
asked, "was he and his family to be maintained upon the pound a
week, which was all he had, either then or prospectively 1,. My
arguments, or words of cheer, in reply, have long since been forgotten;
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but the following fact has never been erased, nor can it be whilst
memory retains its seat. Very shortly after the conversation in question,
the Crimean War broke out, and my poor friend, as well as several
of his shipmates, was sent on boax:d the Duke of Wellington, man-of-war,
then commissioned for the Baltic. . There he and another dear child
of God, in the same' coastguard service, died. As a long and tedious
campaign was anticipated, large contributions were made for the widows
and the fatherless ones of those who were expected to fall in that war.
Its terminating, however, far sooner than was calculated upon, the sum
total of the subscriptions was so large as to admit ofa very substantial
allowance being made to the bereaved. Hence, I am hoand to say
that, humanly speaking, my poor anxious friend's widow and six children
did far, far better than had their father lived. Apart, however, from
this fund, situations were found and positions provided, which placed
them in the most respectable and desirable of spheres j so that, in
regard to this family, I have, for thirty years past, had a beautiful and
blessed illustration of that -Scripture, "Leave thy fatherless children;
I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in }Ie."
Upon my recent preaching engagement in London, one of these
orphans (long since grown up to manhood's estate) came, at the close
of the service, and presented his card; and the reader can readily
imagine the pleasure it gave me' thus to be reminded of by-gone
scenes, and this renewed proof of the faithfulness and all-su.fficiency
of a covenant God.
But I took up my pen at the present time to record a fact which
has just been communicated to me, upon this, as I have said, the thirtyeighth anniversary of my first journey to Ireland.
There lives in the parish where I was for nearly eleven years located,
a little boy of about seven years of age, the grandchild of the dear man
of God of whom I have spoken. It seems tbat he is a dear, intelligent
boy; and his talk, from time to time, about Jesus, who had come down
from heaven to prepare such a beautiful borne for those that love
Him, had such an effect upon the Roman Catholic nurse who attended
him as to engross her thoughts and awaken her curiosity. It led to
her study of the Word of God; and, when she left her situation for
another in a neighbouring town, the words and the manner of the
little boy still abode by her. As God would have it, her new mistress
was a Christian; and, ascertaining how matters really were, she encouraged her new maid in her inquiries, and helped her on in her
Christian course. This becoming known to the priest and her former
connections, persecution began to rage, and that vehemently; insomuch
that, seized unawares, she was taken away by main force from her
mistress's very door. The latter, determined not to tolerate such a
state of th.ings, applied to tue magistrates, stating, at the same time,
that her servant was of age, and was capable, as well as had a right,
to judge and to act for herself. The consequence was, the maid had
to be given up; and, in order to preserve her from further annoyance
and persecution, her mistress procured her another situation in the
city of - - , where she lives in the realization and enjoyment, unmolestedly, of her Christian privileges.
How sweetly, therefore, does the foregoing ratify two other
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precious Scriptures, namely, Psalm viii. 2, "Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained strength;" and Isaiah lix. 21,
"As for Me, this is My covenant with them, 'saith the Lord: My
Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put in thy
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord,
from hence,forth and for ever."
St. Luke's, Bedminste1', NO'oember 4th, 1884.
THE EDITOR.

'-

TO THE READERS OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
"The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."~
NUMBERS vi. 26.
DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN THE BELOVED,-In consequence of
the increasing weakness of head, from which I have so long suffered,
I feel that I shall now very seldom, if again, add my simple testimony
to the faithfulness of our one loving Father in Christ Jesus, through
these. pages.
As the weather, however, confines me to the hou~e to-day, I thought
I would attempt to send you a New Year's greeting jn that name
"which is above every name," and to blend my thanksgiving with
yours for the innumerable mercies of the fast-receding year.
'
You, in common with myself, have doubtless many, very many,
instances of divine goodness to record, and, therefore, a heartfelt
anthem of praise becomes us equally. Possibly, we all have to
acknowledge unlooked-for interpositions of Providence, and special
answers to prayer. Perhaps some of us have at times feared the
" depths" of sorrow would certainly overwhelm us. But we have
been led through them, over to the other side of smile and sunshine,
and a goodly heritage of spiritual blessing. Our sighs and weaknesses
have not paralyzed the arm, nor closed the hand, of our great yet
tender Lover and Lord. He does not forget that we are His little
ones; and do we not love to be treated as such ~
To my mind, the gracious simplicity of His dealings with His
children has a grandeur in it only worthy of Himself. His discipline
and instructions do not consist of problems which only intellect can
solve; nor need the learners be so wealthy as to be required to pay
for their education. No, no! His system, like His character, is all
benevolence, grace, love.
It is God's thought to "buy without
money." Man would never have conceived, much less proposed, such
a plan. "A contradiction," he would say. But, if so, it is one of
God's contradictions, of which there are not a few in His dear Word,
For instance, "As dead, and behold we live;" "As poor, yet making
many rich;" "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;" and so on.
Oh, we are glad to know that "the secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him;" and although we, His children, as regards
some things, "see through a glass darkly," yet He does reveal Himself
to us otherwise than He does to the world. It is true thlJ,t we "walk
by faith, not by sight; " but what matters, so long as He holds our
hand till the light shines ~
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.. Be not too much cast down, dear friends, if now and then a cloud
overshadows you.' Such was the experiEmce of'the three disciples, even
upon' the mount ,of transfiguration, in the immediate presenc~ o(J~us.
A cloud often conceals the natural sun,' alid a cloud may sometimes
conceal the Sun of Righteousness~ .but it is only concealment.
Possibly few have had a more chequered spiritual life than the writer.
Certainly none have had greater, cause to sing of mercy (as slightly
hinted at, page 26 of my little book, issued by our beloved Editor);
and now, after fifty years' sojourn in the narrow way, having been
brought to the feet of Jesus at about fourteen years of age, my song
is only just begun, for I trust it is to be prolonged in His presence,
"whom, having not seen, we love," for the eye is still, through grace,
fixed upon the goal, notwithstanding heart-backslidings, which have
<:aused me to mourn.
How could it have been otherwise, when one
pondered the unchangeable love which had been exercised towards
one ~ Well may we exclaim, "Who is a God like unto Thee, pardoning
iniquity, transgression, and sin ~ " We rejoice to know we have followed
no cunningly-devised fable, and feel thankful indeed that we are safe
in the loving keeping of such a God.
Now, dear friends, if permitted to enter upon another year, may we
have grace to "thank God, and take courage." But, if we should have
to "cross the narrow stream," may others, "stronger in the Lord, and
in the power of His might,'~ be taught to "strengthen the weak hands
ani confirm the feeble knees."
May I also enlist your sympathy with, and prayers for, the beloved
Editor of, this Magazine, that, if the divine will, he may be still spared
to bring forth fruit in the garden of the Lord ~ .And we should
likewise praise God that he has so long been made a blessing to the
Lord's people. Then, if we and he are permitted to mingle our anthem
before the throne, we know its theme will be," Unto Him be all the
glory, for ever and ever! Amen."
Cardiff, November 30th, 1884.
J. P. C.

[It was with special satisfaction we recognized, amon<T our morning
letters, the well-known handwriting of our belo,ed and highly -valued
correspondent. So regular and persevering a writer ha "J. P. C." so
long been, that her silence 'for some few weeks had awakened anxiety
on our part lest failing health should have deterred her from the constant
use of her pen. Whilst, however, we are thankful once more to hear
from her, we can but express our most fervent hope that her fears,
in regard" to her future correspondence, may not be realized. We
rejoice in her testimony to divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency, and
we trust that it may please the Lord to spare her yet for many years,
still to make known through'these pages His goodness, loving-kindness,
and truth. Humanly speaking, these are not days in which those can
be spared who shun not to bear their testimony to what they have
"tasted, and handled, and felt of the good Word of life."-ED.]
BE true to truth, but not turbulent and scornful. Restore such as
are fallen. Help them up again with all the bowels of Christ.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF ELIZABETH MILBORNE,'
RELICT OF THE LATE JOHN MILBORNE, WHO ENTERED INTO RE;ST
OCTOBER 15TH, 1884, AGED SIXTY·EIGHT YEARS. INTERRED IN YEOVrr.
CEMETERY.
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the. death of His saints."-':'
PSALM cxvi. 15.
To th-e EditO'l' ot'the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I send you a short account of the illness and'
last days of my late beloved mother, knowing you will be interested,
and trusting that some may be in a measure comforted, especially some
of the doubting and fearing ones, for my dear mother had been such
for many years-at times much cast down because she could not read
her title clear; and how often was she comforted by reading the,
"Wayside Notes" in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE! But, as will be shown,
she was able to rejoice and die triumphantly.
,She was ill for twelve months before taking to her bed-room entirely,
and was much exercised. She could not take home any passages as
comfort, because she feared they were not for her. She earnestly
prayed that the Lord would be pleased to shine in upon her soul, to
give her some sweet token of His love to bel'; and, when some direct
and suitable passage of Scripture would come to her unexpectedly, she
would say, " Ab! but it is too good for such as me-such a poor, vile
sinner! "
She was much impressed, just before her serious illness, with
Hannah's prayer (1 Sam. ii. 1-3); and she carefully studied and
wrote out the following passages, as bearing upon her ideas of the
subject-" Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
unto God." "And Marysaid, My soul doth magnify the Lord!"
"But my horn shalt Thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn. I shall
be anointed with fresh oil, that I may show forth all Thy praise in
the gates of the daughter of Zion." "I will rejoice in Thy salvation."
" But I have trusted in Thy mercy." "My heart shall rejoice in
Thy salvation." "We will rejoice in Thy salvation, and in the name
of our God will we set up our banners." "The Lord fulfil all thy
petitions." " My soul shall be joyful in the Lord; it shall rejoice in His
salvatiqn." " Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods 7 Who is
like unto Thee, glorious in praises, doing wonders ~ " "0 Lord God,
Thou hast begun to show Thy servant Thy greatness and Thy mighty
hand, f9r what God is there in heaven, or in earth, that can do accprd.
ing to Thy works, and according to Thy might f" "He is the Rock:
His work is perfect, for all His ways are judgment; a God of truth,
and without iniquity; just and right is He." "Among the gods there
is none like nnto Thee, 0 Lord, neither are there any works like unto
Thy works: for who in heaven can be compared unto the Lord 7- Who
among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord 7 0 Lord
God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto Thee, or to Thy faith-
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fulness round about Thee 1" "Unto thee it was shown, that thou
mightest know that the Lord He is God. There is none else beside
Him, for who is God save the Lord, and who is a rock save our God 1"
" How long shall they utter and speak hard things, and all the workers
of iniquity boast themselves 1" "Your words have been stout against
Me, saith the Lord; yet ye- say, What have we spoken so much agains~
Thee1'"
I
Her constant desire was to rejoice, as Hannah did, though so often,
like Hannah, she was "a woman of a sorrowful spirit." At first she
anticipated restoration to health, and often spoke of the time when she
should be better, and go out again; and only occasionally did she speak
of her departure with any composure. She would many times say
how she wished she could see the country once more, and enjoy the
fresh air; but, as she was suffering from a complication of dise~es,
her health would not permit of any change, save from one room to
/"
the other, for two or three months.
/'
In April she was much depressed-so low and desponding-said she'
had no hope for herself beyond the grave-and, on my entering her room,
she said, "Oh, my beloved child, Sophie, I want you to be with me
when I die!" I told her I had no doubt, if spared, I should be, but I
did not think it would be yet. I talked to her, and tried to cheer her,
and, on leaving her, she said, "Oh, my dear child, pray! Pray earnestly
for me that the Lord would be pleased to appear for me, if it is His
divine wilL" I told her she reminded me of Hannah. She said, "Yes,
I am like her, sorrowful." She prayed most earnestly in our presence,
and recited a verse of KENT'§. The doctor tried to comfort her, by
saying she had lived a godly life, and surely, when she died, she would
go to a better world. " Ah! doctor," she replied, "none of my good
works will save me. It must be Christ alone."
On the 24th, I went to see her, and found her very cheerful, after
three weeks' sad depression, without a smile. She said, " Oh, my dear
Sophie, the Lord has appeared for me! He will llOt leave me to
sink! He will never leave me nor forsake me ! I know He will
not! " She then tried to sing, but her once musical, sweet voice had
become so weak and shaky that I felt quite overcome to hear her, and
I earnestly desired that the adversary might not be {permitted to distress her any more. She so often repeated some of her favourite hymns
from KENT'S Selection, and when we commenced a line, she would
repeat a whole hynlll, so well did she remember them.
On May 1st she appeared very much worse, and the, doctor did not
give any hope of her, and, to all human appearance, she was fast sinking.
She was full of conversation. When able to speak, she would say,
"Come, Lord Jesus, in all Thy beauty, in all Thy glory!" "I want
the Lord to shine in upon my soul, if He is about to take me to Himself!" !' Jesus is precious!" "I believe Jesus 'will shine in upon my
soul." "Oh, that I had wings like a dove; then would I flyaway
and be at rest!"
" Mine eyes shall see Him in that day,
The God that died for me;
And all my rising bonos shall say,
• Lord, who is like to Thee 1 ' "
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Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! take me to Thyself; take me to Thyself!" "Lord, save, or I perish! Lord, save, or I perish!" "Cast me not
off !" "Other refuge have I none!" "Leave me not, neither forsake
me!" "A very present help in the time of trouble." "All my hope is
in the blood and righteousness of Christ." "The Lord Jesus is precious
unto my soul, and will be all through." "My mind is at perfect peace
and rest with God." "My Jesus hath done all things well." "Not
one thing hath failed." "He feedeth among the lilies." "The Lord
is abundant, faithful, and just" "Faithful, faithful for ever." " He
pardoneth all our transgressions and sins."
To her youngest son, who we thought she did not hear enter the
room, she said, "I hear ~im! I hear him! God bless you a hundredfold!" To her eldest grandchild she said, "God bless you, my darling
Bessie." To her eldest son, when ne came into the room, she said,
"I am going home to Christ. 'For me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.' Good-bye, William. I trust all my dear children will follow
me to glory. There is nothing impossible with the Lord. Even now
He .may raise me up again j but it is better to die and go to glory."
To her youngest daughter she said, "Do you think *e Lord will
raise me up again ~ " She replied, " There is nothing impossible with the
Lord." "No," she said j "but it is better to die and be with Christ" 'For ever with the Lord;
Amen; so let it be.'

" I wish the Lord would take ma It will be all glory. I shall never,
never sin."
In the afternoon she said, "The Lord has not seen fit ~o take me yet,
but He has given me calm resignation to His divine will. 'Fear not,
worm Jacob. The Lord hath redeemed thee.''' "We know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren."
"The Lord hath done all things well! The Lord hath done all things
well! "
In the evening she said, "How much longer do you suppose 7 I
hope I am not impatient. He is 'too wise to err, and too good to
be unkind.' He is a Rest and a Rock. How long this tabernacle
[meaning her poor body] is in coming down! Grace triumphant reigns!
What a mercy that Jesus should love poor sinners !

,,

,

" 'There shall I bathe my weary soul
In seas of endless rest ;
.
And Dot a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast.'

"Him hath God the Father given me. Me! Who gave Himself for
me!·me!"
Mr. VARDER, her dear minister, whom she greatly loved for the
truth's sake, came and spoke to her, and prayed most feelingly with
her, and she appeared to most fully endorse all he said, and ,wished
him good-bye j and we thought her dying. But" the Lord's wilYs are
not our ways, nor His thoughts our thoughts," and at eight pJm. she
rallied a little, and again took a little nourishment, and afterwards
slept.
D.
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Early on Sunday morning she sat up in her bed, took some tea,
, &c.,--and .said, "Let this, the Lord's Day, be a hallowed day;' and oh,
that this sick chamber may be' sanctified-that the Lord may bless us
with His presence! . Hannah's Lord, this Rock, is our God," I said to
her, "Not their -God, 'but our God." "Yes," she replied, "our God."
She then repeated KENT'S lines-.
" Preserved in Jesus when
My feet made haste to hell;
And there should I have been,
But He does all things well."

"These light affiictions, which are but for a moment, work for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. How very dark the weather
is! but it is quite in keeping with me. I cannot bear light talking.
I want to. talk about the better things."
After this attack, she recovered sUfficiently to be able to be helpr;:d.··.....
into the next room occasionally, and very soon the adversary was
permitted to set in upon her for quite three weeks-her exceeding and
painful depression, with never a smile, only agony depicted upon her
countenance, yet with no actual pain. As dropsy had set in, she would
say, "Oh, I am lost! I am going to die of' dropsy, and where will
my soul be 1" ~ othing any person said to her tended in any way to
comfort her. She feared to sleep, lest she should die and be lost. It
was most distressing to remain with her. She groaned and cried, with
sorrow of soul, day and night. Her niece tried to comfort her by
repeating that sweet hymn, "Tell it all to Jesus," but she could not
take comfort. Her dear Ohristian sister read to her, talked with her,
and pleaded for her, but all seemed to no purpose, till the Lord, in
His own good time, delivered her, when her dear pastor, Mr. V ARDER,
came in with words of cheer, which at last the Lord enabled her to
lay hold of, and very seldom after that was the enemy of souls
permitted to distress her long; but often, upon visiting her, she would
speak of the loving-kindness of the Lord, and expressed a desire to
meet again with the Lord's people, and, on a return to health, to sit
down at the Lord's table with His people.
The dropsy gradually increased, and she was obliged to remain in
bed through August and September, and in October we knew and felt
that she was not'long for this world. She would occasionally converse
most sweetly, and would listen for an account of the sermons I related
portions of. She would often request her devoted servant (her nurse)
to read, the Bible to her, and would explain parts of it to her, and
expatiate upon them.
On the 12th of October, I felt ce.rtain a great change was taking place.
She was much weaker, and her appetite failed her, and she could not
converse long, and slept often. Mr. V ARDER, on praying with her in
the afternoon, saw she was much worse; and on Monday we all felt
she was gradually but surely sinking. She spoke very little, and was
restless.
On Tuesday morning, at eight a.m., she appeared to have given up
the world, and no longer mention~d earthly matters, but appeared to
be enjpying the glories which awaited her, and broke out, as strength
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permitted, with praises ~nd rejoicings; and from that hour till three p.m.
it was indeed a privilege to be there. Though I had to listen inte~tlY1
her articulation being so weak, yet I gathered her intense joy by her last
words-cc Dear Lord! dear Lord!" " Precious Jesus!" -" I cast myself
upon. Him." "Glory, glory!" "Oh, my soul, my s~ul !;' ~1.0h. happy I
Oh, happy!" "Precious Jesus, Thou art ready \tnd willing uo receive
sinners! " "Oh, angels! oh, angels! oh, angels!" "Our hope, our
righteousness." "A Refuge! a Refuge! " "He can't refuse!" "Be my
J udge, Jesus; be my Judge!" "Oh, J esus, Jesus!" "Blessed be my
God!" "He won't leave me!" "What He's doing all along I" "The glory
of the glory Man 1" "The glory of the Sonship!" "Love to Jesus!"
"Why are you destitute, oh, my soul 1" "I heal diseases." "I will
bless thee." "Whose hands bless-wherewith He hath healed us."
"Oh, my precious Jesus!" "Oh, the sin that made Him bleed!" "Oh,
blessed Jesus, Saviour divine!" "Oh, rejoice, thou dust!" "The Bible
is the Saviour's delight." "My dear Jesus!" "The Lord is my Shepherd!" "Precious Jesus!" "My Righteousness!" "Oh, what a Friend
I have in Jesus!" "Precious Je"us! " "He has always said, 'As thy days
so shall thy strength be.'" " Yes, 1 shall have the inheritance with the
heirs! the heirs! the heirs! Ah! I shall!" "After death a blessed
resurrection." "They are citizens." "Hallelujah!" after which, the
sentences could not be understood., She called the name of her youngest
son, and was informed he had been telegraphed for, and when he
would return; but on his arrival she was too weak to express herself,
but pressed his hand, and afterwards sweetly slept away, and, at halfpast six a.m. on the Wednesday morning, gently breathfid out her soul
to' Him that gave it. "Absent fr0m the body, and present with the
Lord."
Yours, in deep sorrow,
SOPHIA HILL.

E vel' at rest, farewell all pain,
Lain down till Christ bids rise again;
I n heaven hymning with the throng,
Z ion's noblest, sweetest song.
A II toil, soul-travail now is o'er,
Before her Lord for evermore;
Eternal praise is hers to know,
T he crown is placed upon her brow,
H er joys unceasingly shall flow.
M ade perfect by His covenant blood,
I n Him she hath for ever stood;
L ed on through all her doubts and fears,
Brought out 'midst many sighs and tears.
o ft thought ~he should not rea.lize
Redeeming love beyond the skies;
N ow she has reached that blest abode,
E vel' adoring Christ, her God.

Yeovil.

SOPHIA HILL.

IT is. a. wonderful thing to be a Christian, and the longer I live, I
see how.few there are, and what little grace the very best Christians
possess or manifest. In this life it is, as it were, the bud-the full
fruit is reserved for a state of glory.-J. C. Philpot.
D 2
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR, 1885.

A

NEW YEAR, a Happy New
Year,
Lord, grant it, we earnestly pray;
Bri~ht, happy, and joyful will be this
New Year,
If crowned with Thy blessing each
day.
fuPPY

Coull! we count all our mercies throughout the past year,
How vast would the numbering be !
Well knowing the smallest we have
not deserved;
Oh, Lord, make us grateful to Thee!

New Years, with new mercies, bespeak
Thy great love,
Descending to us from on high;
Thou dost open Thy storehouse of
treasures above
To give us a constant supply.
Around us are dangers, affliction, distress,
.
Yet we are preserved to this day ;
Oh, may we not hope Thou hast spared
us to bless, .
While Thy will we desire to obey 1

Every br~ath that we draw we owe to
Thy care;
Thou dost keep us from hour unto
hour;
In wisdom bestowing what Thou dost
prepare,
Upholding us each by Thy power.

For Thy best gift of all, the Son of
Thy love,
Our tribute of praise we would
bring;
While angels unite in our anthem
above,
We new h:¥lelujahs will sing.

This earth is Thine own, and its fruitfulness, too;
Every gift cometh fresh from Thine
hand;
Whilewe are unworthy in all that we do,
Yet blessings are poured on our land.

Every day this New Year would we tell
the" old story,"
Salvation for poor sinful men;
For Thine is th~ kingdom, the power,
and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
AUNr Lucy.

SatcbbJorb for 1885.
EMMANUEL, BRISTOL.
"COME UP HITHER."
(REVELATION xi. 12.)
This" great voice from heaven," is the voice of Jesus, saying,

Come
Come
Come
Come
Come
Come

"COME UNTO ME."
down, and be humble (Luke xix. 5).
out, and be separate (2 Cor. vi. 17).
in, and be safe (Gen. vii.. 1).
nea1', and be happy (James iv. 8).
up, and be exalted (Luke xiv. 10).
home, and be at reat (Matt. xxv. 34).
R. CORNALL, Vicar.

Go where you will, your soul will find no rest but in Christ's
bosom. Inquire for Him, come to Him, and rest you on Christ, the
Son of God. I sought Him, and I found in Him all I can wish or
want.-Rutherford.
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HAPPY TIDINGS-" SAFE;LY HOME!"
WE intimated, in our last, that several of our readers had recently
been called home-yea, that they were safely landed, and have entered
upon their eternal inheritance. The following extracts from letters
will throw some little light upon the closing up of their earthly
careers.
The first is an extrad from the letter of the bereaved daughter of
one who wrote a precious' account of the sudden removal of her
beloved .husband, the late Mr. HAY, of The Elms, Sunderland, and
which appeared in t·he GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November, 1879.
"Our precious mother," writes her daughter, "had, for about twelve
months previously, been suffering from what was thought to be simple
ulceration of the mouth; but, as time went on, notwithstanding t4e
most careful medical treatment, ,the complaint increased, and became
more and more painful. Still we hoped it was not serious, and dear
mamma and I returned to Sunderland' from the South in May last,
when' a physician here, specially skilful in such cases; was consulted,
by the request. of our own doctor, and he at once pronounced the
case serious; but he kept from 1.\S what the terrible complaint was for
some time, till he could do so no longer, and it was forced upon us
that our precious and tenderly-loved mother must be taken from us."
"Our dear one," she adds, "gently passed away in her sleep, it seemed,
last Sunday morning, at about six o'clock. She had only been confined to bed a week, and from that time she rapidly sank. The
means used in the treatment of the complaint (which proved to be
that terrible one, cancer) had been much blessed in relieving the dear
sufferer of the agonizing pain that otherwise she must have had, and
for this we feel .very thankful. But, poor d.ear, she was terribly
reduced. She was a mere shadow; but oh, she was so patient! Never
a murmur escaped her dear lips during the whole of her illness, though
at times what she suffered, as she said, none but God and herself could
ever know. For her dear sake, we can but bless God; but for ourselves, the blow is crushing."
With respect to the departed, we may add, how well do we
remember her, as seated from time to time under the ministry of the
late beloved DAVID DEN HAM, at Unicorn Yard Chapel, Tooley Street,
London, in or about the years 1837 to 1840.
THE LATE WILLIAM OWE, OF WARRINGTON.

Our departed friend was the brother of the successor of the beloved
Incumbent of St. Clement's, Manchester (the late Rev. WILLIAM NUNN),
who was afterwards removed to Leicester, where, when Incumbent of
Christ Church, he subsequently was called home. Of his brother, just
recently departed, we may say, we always admired him for the simplicity and mellowness of his Christian cllaracter. There was a special
meekness, the vivid recollection of which remains with us to this day,
although little short of thirty years must have passed away since we
last saw him. Prior to the illness which proved to be the messenger
to call him home, he had, as we are informed, to encounter some bitter,
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heart-crushing·trials, which he must necessarily have felt the more keenly,
inasmuch as they came upon him in his declining years.
.
In wri,ting to one of our own congregation, a former attendant at
St. Luke's (the writer of that precious little work, "The Tearless
Home") thus speaks of our departed friend:Wilmslow, November 20th, 1884.
My VERY DEAR MIss S--,-I ha.e just been writing to dear NINA
OWEN, and feel a strong impulse to send a few lines to you again, just to
tell you a little about Mr. OWEN'S last days. as NINA has sent more particulars, and 1 know you are always .interested in hearing about a Christian's
passage home.
_
, Mr. OWEN was seized with paralysis the Thursday before he died. He
was,conscious sometimes, and passages of Scripture flooded his mind. He
would commence them in a whisper, and when those round him finished
them, ,-he looked so happy. The twenty-third Psalm was a frequent thought.
NINA says, "On Saturday night, 1 was sitting with him, close to his bedllide, with his hand in mine, and ·he looked so radiant. 1 said, 'FatheE,
~hat do you see ~' He whispered, 'God and His angels.'
He lifted hIS
arm many times, and said, 'Ready!' Sometimes,' Waiting.'"
. NINA 'says his face had such a heavenly smile, and she could not expresshow yery happy he looked at times.. The last passage he co=enced w~s,
"Surely' goodness and mercy," He could not say more. NC'A finished It.
He smiled so peacefully, and whispered, "Yes." He then seemed i-o doze
away, 'and was not conscious again•
. ' It was a calm ending after his troubled, chequered life, and is such a
comfort to them. 'rhey can think only of his gain.

. A:. mutual'frieh'd,

when writing' of the .departed, says:' , '
Wa;"rington, Decemller 9th, 1
My' DEAR FRIEND,-I should have been glad to give you particulars of
our late friend's closing days, had 1 l)een able to do so, but, for some time
before his death, his speech was taken away, and he lay, apparently without
pain, wishful to speak, but could not.
What a mercy it is to be enabled to "adorn the doctrine of God our
S'aviour in 'all things," and, at the last, feelingly to say, with Paul, "I ha,ve
a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better" !
Many\ thanKS. for the booklets you sent me. How precious, "A Gracious
God and a Glorious Gospel"! Ho~ 1 should rejoice to know that it was
scattered arid read by thousands of thousands. 1 do hope to do a little in
this 'way shortly, with that and your other little messengers of mercy.
The time is short. " Soon ·He that shall come, will come, and will not
tarry. " May He enable us to watch and wait, and to say, "La, this is
our God; we have waited for Him," &c.
Ever ~ours in Him,
C. LoliaX.
.
-.... ~
THE LATE' BELOVED AND ·,JUSTLY-LAMENTED DEAN OF
GLOUCESTER.
; l'he 'annexed' letter was the first intimation ·we· received of the late
Dean's illness, Ithe which (the reader will see) it was hoped would prove
~,uttempo_rary: The Decinei-y, Gloucester, November 3rd, 1884T!CMy; ,D'E;AR_"'D:R:':DoUDNEy,--=I h'OjJe you hav-e received -the . copy 'ot the
Dean's' new"'book, Ail 'Exposi'tic))i of the Epistle i'o' the Eph:esiahs," which
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I posted for you on Friday evening last. I am persuaded that it will prove
the Dean's last public testimony for God and His truth. He has recently
entered his eighty-eighth year, and we cannot but feel that the time 6f his
departure is nigh at hand; but- we pray that God, in mercy to His Church,
may spare him a little l?nger as a .faithful witness for Him. He has bllen,
confined by indisposition to his room for the last nine or ten days, but we
trust and believe that it is only a temporary aflliction, and that he' will
soon recover his accustomed measure of health. God be praised for sparing
him to us so long-:twenty-two years !
When you have time to read the new volume, will you be kind enough
to review it in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ~
I have just been reading to the Dean' the account of your preaching at
St. Mary W oolnoth. He was greatly pleased.
Believe me, dear sir, yours in Gospel bonds,
ROBT. HAJIoTsoN.

Our readers will remember what appeared on the cover of the
December number of this Magazine. We repeat it here, for the sake
of permanency, as we are most anxious that any help to memorialize
the remembrance of the departed D~an should be adopted. .He was
in very deed "a burning and a shining light." As we were drinking
in the precious truths recorded by his own hand; or by his special
dictation, in his last volume, little did we think he was so near the'
rei1lization of all .his so long cherished and so ardent desires, hopes,
and expectations :DEATH OF THE DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
.
The Deanrn-y, Gloucester, Novembrn- 25th, 1884.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Doubtless you will have anticipated the sorrowful intelligence which I now communicate. Our venerable and beloved
Dean has just now been taken from us. He breathed -his last at 11.30 a.m.,
peacefully yielding up his soul into 'the hands of his 'beloved Lord and
Master, whom he has for so many years faithfully s'erved, 'and whose rich
and sovereign grace to sinners he delighted to proclaim. For the last three
weeks he was called to pass through bodily sufferings, and for the last
four days he has been gradually sinking; but, in the midst of "pains,
and groans, and dying strife," he was upheld by his gracious and covenantkeeping God. His faith was firmly placed on the Rock of Ages; and at
intervals we heard the communings of his soul with his blessed Redeemer.
Among these sacred words were, "My God, my Father; help me! Blessed
.Tesus, help me! Holy Spirit, comfort me!" Then, 'c I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee!" "Precious .Tesus, how I love Thee! I do love
Thee! I adore Thee!" Then," I bewail my many iniquities-my corruptions. " " .Tesus died! .Tesus died !"
A faithful standard-bearer has fallen in the Church of England-in the
Church of God. He has hear<J, the welcome plaudit, "-Well done, good
and faithful servant: enter thou into the joy of thy' Lord." May the
great Head of the Church raise up many more, equally, ,valiant for the
truth of the Gospel. What a glorious dying testimony is his book, just
published! How full of fervent, adoring love! May his successor be
like hiin !
•
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours in the Gospel of- grace.
~OBT. H:ANSON.

Mr. HANsoN further writes as follows:The Deanery, Gloucestrn-, December 6th, 1884.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I enclose an admirable .sketch of our late dear
Dean's life and character, reprinted from the Gloucestrn-shire Chronicle of last
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week. You can make use of it for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, if you think it
fitting.
.AB to his last hours, I can add but little to the facts contained in my
former letter. The imperishable 4ymn of dear TOPLADY'S, "Rock of Ages,"
was read to him by one of his relatives. With singular emphasis the dying
saint repeated the two lines" Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
Once I heard the words, "I'm washing in the blood of Jesus! I'm rejoicing
in His finished work! "
From long and intimate association with him, I can testify that to him to
live was Christ; to be with Him, and to be like Him, was his fervent desire
and aspiration. In this respect, he more nearly resembled good SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD and the beloved Dr. HAWKER than any other person I have
ever known or read of. The hymns of TOPLADY, JOHN NEWTON, and
COWPER, were to him a great solace and delight.
Frequent and earnest were his prayers, for many years past, that God
would graciously preserve the pure Gospel and Reformation truth in this
land, and that He would raise up a noble band of fait,hful witnesses to the
pure truth, in the face of abounding and soul-destroyiug error. The men
of the world, "the seed of the serpent," the advocates of Rome in the
bosom of the Church of England, assailed him in life, and ,ilify and traduce
him in death; but his record is on high, and his memory is en.>hrined in
the hearts of multitudes to whom he has testified that "Christ is All."
You will perceive that, at the foot of the newspaper cutting, containing
the accouut of the funeral, is a tribute to his worth from all old Baptist,
whom I know well, and who is able to value the writings of a dignitary of
the Protestant Reformed Church of England. I shall feel thankful if you
give it a place in the GOSPEL MAGAZThTE. Also, the testimony of my former
pastor here for eighteen years, the late Rev. J. HYATT.
Well, the Lord is gathering in His own, and the 'day is fast hastening
when His ransomed and blood.bought Church will be complete, and the
ma.rriage supper will be held. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"
Ever yours in the Gospel,
ROBT. HANSON.
The late Dean was born on September 29th, 1797, at Kelshall R.ect~ry,
Hertfordshire, and at his 'death was the oldest dignitary (,f the Church of
England, he having been made Archdeacon of Richmond, Yorkshire, in the
year 1824, when he was only twenty-seven years old.
The Dean's career as a scholar was quite worthy of the race from which
he was descended. He was educated at Eton, where he was a schoolfellow
of the late Marquis of BRISTOL, the late Dr. PUSEY, and the late Lord
CARNARVON. His tutor was JOHN BIRD SUMNER, who became Archbishop of
Canterbury. At Eton, the Dean, under Dr. KEATS, imbibed that love of
classical literature which he retained to the close of his life.
Horace and
Homer were to him sources of enjoyment to his latest days, and
his facility in writing Latin verse never failed. When he left Eton, his
tutor wrote to the Bishop of Chester, "Your son leaves E on with a
spotless character, and one of the best scholars the school has produced for
many a year." The Dean proceeded to Cambridge, and was entered at St.
John's, where his .gr:j.ndfather had graduated. In 1820, he took his B.A.
degree as Fourth W:cangler, while in classics he was the first man of his
year. He was soon elected Fellow and Tutor of his' College, and was
Public Examiner in the years 1824.5, having taken his M.A. degree in
1823.
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But brilliant as was the career which was open to him at the University,
he resolved to resign his appointments, and take holy orders. He Was
ordained deacon and priest in 1821 by his father, who was then Bishop
of Chester, and became Vicar of St. Anne's, Manchester. In 1826, he was
appointed Archdeacon of Wells, with the prebendal stalls of Huish 5-nd
Brent, in Wells Cathedral; and from 1828 to 1862 he was a Canon Resi.
dentiary of Wells. About thirty years ago, Wells Cathedral was restored,
and the Dean took an active part in the work, and contributed very
liberally to it.
Soon after 1830, the Dean became Rector of Weston-super-Mare, which at
that period was merely a fishing village. After a time the Simeon Trustees
offered him the important Rectory of Bath. The Dean hesitated to accept
the appointment. He well knew how onerous would be the charge, and how
inadequate was his physical strength for the constant strain.
B,t the
Trustees were importu.nate. The reasons ass'gned by them, and which are
still preserved in an original letter addressed by the late Dr. MARSH to the
Rev. Canon CARus-the trustee who still lives, the respected Canon of
Winchester-are. worthy of record as testimony to the high reputation in
which the Dean was held fifty years ago:"We, the undersigned, having taken into our serious consideration the
peculiar circumstances of the Rectory of Bath, and the various qualifications
required in its future Incumbent, are of opinion that the Trustees cannot
better discharge the solemn trust reposed in them than by appointing
Archdeacon LAW to the vacant benefice. Our reasons are-(l) his deep
and decided piety; (2) his remarkable singleness of purpose, and devotedness to the work of the ministry; (3) his disinterestedness, manifested on
a late occasion, in refusing a valuable living offered him by Hs father, from
unwillingness to quit a station of greater usefulness, though greatly inferior
in value; (4) his ability and impressiveness as a preacher; (5) his personal
influence, position in the diocese, and weight of official character-considerations of peculiar value, when viewed in conjunction with the proposed subdivision of the Rectory into distinct and independent parishes; (6) the
general approbation with which there is reason to believe, not only the
friends of Evangelical truth in Bath and elsewhere, but even its opponents,
would view the selection of an individual not less distinguished by his
humility and gentleness of spirit, than by his talents, his fidelity, and his
zeal." This is signed, "GEORGE HODsoN, WILLIAM MARSH."
The Dean did not remain long in "the Queen city." His health became
impaired, and he resigned his appointment, and for two years he lived and
travelled on the Continent.
On his return, in 1840, the Rectory of Weston-super-Mare happened to be
again vacant, and the Dean returned to it. He then lived in Weston for
twenty-two years, and, during his residence, saw the coast village "rapidly
develop into the fashionable watering-place. He built an,d endowed, largely
at his own cost, Emmanuel, Christ, and Holy Trinity Churches; and,
though Weston has greatly increased in size and population since the Dean
left, no other church has since been erected. The Dean at that time was
an attractive preacher, and his ministry no doubt contributed largely to
Weston becoming the important place which it did during his Incumbency.
Three times he enlarged his own church; and he also built the National
Schools, which Canon TINLING, then the Government Inspector for the district, pronounced to be models for the whole of the West of England.
Later on, when there was a serious danger of strife arising among the townspeople in reference to the purchase of the Town Hall, the Dean paid £4,000
of his own money to purchase the hall, and he presented it as a free gift
to the inhabitants. A tablet on the building records this presentation.
When exercising all this munificent generosity, the income of the Dean, as
Rector of Weston, was about £200 a year!
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While at Weston, the Dean frequently had large meetings there of the
Evangelical clergy, in connection with the Lay and Clerical Association for
the West of England, of which he was the President; and it is said that
at these gatherings were originated the special "Missions," which have
since become _ so general throughout the c0untry.
Among those who
attended the meetings and gave addresses were HALDANE STEWA.ll,T, Bishop
MAGEE, Bishop RYLE, Canon CARUS, Professor SCHOLEFIELD, Dr. MARSH,
HUGH McNEILE, Dr. MILLER, HUGH STOWELL, and, indeed, all the celebrated
leaders of the Evangelical party of the Church of England.
After the Dean had removed to Gloucester, his late parishioners at Weston
sent him an address on vellum, signed by eight hundred persons, including
the resident magistrates, clergy and churchwardens, town commissioners,
and persons of various denominations. Mr. R. A. KINGLAKE wrote to the
Dean, suggesting that it should be presented personally; but the Dean
declined this, on the ground of the trouble that it would give to the
signatories, and the pain which it would cause him in saying "farewell"
to his many friends at W eston. The address was therefore transmitted to
him by post. It was as follows:"We, the undersigned inhabitants of Weston-super-Mare, on your retirement from this Rectory, and instalment in the important office to which, in
the 'providence of God, you have been called, desire, with ftJelings of sincere
regard and respect for you, to express our regret at your departure from
this place, where your valued ministerial and personal influence has been
for more than a quarter of a century devoted to promote the spiritual and
temporal welfare of all classes. We cannot also but intimate our grateful
sense of that signal munificence which has conferred the most extensive
permanent benefit. upon this town. While we lament our separation from
you, we would offer our heartfelt wishes for your future welfare. It is
our fervent prayer that your life may long be sp'll'ed for the exercise of
your faithful ministrations, and that, in the great final account, at the solemn
time_ of the Redeemer's appearing and kingdom, many of those to whom
ypu have spoken the Word of life may meet you before His throne, to
be your crown of rejoicing, your glory and joy."
The Dean, in a written acknowledgment, which was issued t-<> the subscribers to the address, said:" Your solemn and affectionate address calls UpOI1 me again to approach
you in terms of deepest gratitude and most tender farewell. Accept
my warmest thanks for your too partial estimate of the humble efforts
of my pastorate to promote your best interests. Duty to my heavenly Lord
and to your souls constrained me to _strive that means of spiritual instruction shall never be wanting to you. I had, too, warm desires and
- strong expectations to see a Middle School and hospital completced before
my retirement from the anxieties and cares and labours of my position
among you; but this privilege was not to be mine. I trust, however, that
others will be raised up for you who, in zeal, and faithfulness, and energy, and
devotedness, and wisdom, and every Christian grace, shall so far surpass me
that you may all feel that it was -a gracious providence towards you which
forbade my longer continuance; I thank you for your fervent prayers. I
be~eech you to continue them.
May we alike so cling to the Redeemer's
cross, and so adol'll His doctrine by holiness of life, that we may rejoice
together in His kingdom of glory,"
Ecclesiastical matters in Gloucester 'were in a peculiar state at the close of
the year 1862. The Hon. EDWARD RICE, D.D., the former Dean, died on the
15th of August in that year, having, through ill-health and advanced -years,
never visited Gloucester for several years before his death. - A few weeks later,
Dr. THoMSoN, who had held the Bishopric of Gloucester and Bristol for less
than a year, was removed to the Metropolitan See of the Northern Province,
and thus the diocese was without a Bishop, and this city was without a Dean.
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. On the 29th of November, it was announced that our present Bishop had
been appointed to succeed Dr. THOMSON; and, on the 1st of December, an
official notice was published in the London Gazette that Archdeacon LAW had
been appninted Dean of Gloucester, his name not having, we believe, been
mentioned in connection with the appointment, although he himself had
visited Gloucester shortly before accepting the offered Deanery. Thus the
Dean has held office here just one week short of twenty-two years. He was
installed by the late Dr. JEUNE, Sub-dean, and Canon HARVEY, on January
7th, 1863. He read himself in on March 15th, and on March 29th, he preached
for the first time. Thus, owing to the legal formalities, although the Bishop
was nominated to the See prior to the appointment of the Dean, the actual
installation of the Dean took precedence of that of the Bishop.
The Dean's first appearairce on a platform in Gloucester was as president
of a meeting on behalf of the Bible Society, not long after he came here to
reside, when he said, "Through many a year I have been devotedly attached
to this Society. On platforms like this, many a happy and holy hour have
I passed. I have met on them some of the most distinguished-some of the
most holy-men of the present and past age. I have formed precious friendships. I could tell you of meetings when I have seen the venerable and
venerated BEXLEY presiding.
I can remember well the day when
WILBERFORCE, whose mellifluous tongue won the emancipation of the slaves,
thought it perhaps a higher privilege-a higher honour-to use those silver
notes in promotion of this cause. And' I can remember a name which
Gloucester will always delight to honour, which broke down those barriers,
shall I say, of prejudice or misconception, which seemed to stand between
the Episcopacy and this Society-barriers which, I am delighted to think,
have lQng been swept away, and have been buried in a deep grave, from
which they will never more arise. I mean the saintly Bishop RYDER."
The Dean retained his mental and literary powers unimpaired to the close
of his life. His published works are many, and some of them have obtained
very wide circulation. Of one of these, "Christ is All: the Gospel Pentateuch," in four volumes, more than one hundred thousand copies have been
sold. His other books include, "Beacons of the Bible," "Gleanings from
the Book of Life," "Family Prayers," "Family Devotion," "The Reformation
-its Heroes and Truths," " The Song of Solomon," "Meditations for Sunday
Reading," "Forgiveness of Sin," and a number of leaflets, entitled, in the
quaint phraseology of the Puritan school, "Christian Cordials," " Awakening
and Inviting Calls," &C. Under the signature of "Mnason," he has been for,
years a contributor to the RecQ?·d. His last book, published only a month
ago, is entitled, "Meditations 'on the Epistle to the Ephesians."
, The Dean has long been prevented, by an affection of the throat, frolll
preaching, and physical infirmity kept him from frequently attending the
services in late years; but to the last he took the deepest interest in all
matters connected with the Cathedral, and presided at the Chapter meetings.
He last appeared in the Cathedral about six weeks ago, when he formally
insjtalled Canon ST. JOHN. His last appearance on a platform in Gloucester
at the 'successful meeting to raise funds to payoff a heavy accumulation
of debt of £3,000 on the Infirmary; and he then gave an able and interesting
address, in which he showed that public hospitals and infirmaries were purely
~be outcome of Christianity, and that the first of these institutions was
established in the fourth century by Ephrem, head of the Christian Church
at Edessa.
During the whole Of his life he was a distinguished leader of the Evangelical school in the Church, and was the last of the four eminent Deans of
that school appointed within the last twenty-five years, namely, Deans LAW,
CLOSE, BOYD, and McNEILE. It has often been said that" the Palmerston
Bishops" were really selected by Lord SHAFTESBURY, and that the noble lord was
largely influenced in his 'choice by his life-long. frie'nd, Dean LAw. However
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that may be, our late Dean is known to have himself declined the Bishopric
of Worcester; and it is believed that this was not the solitary instance in
which he refused the responsibilities of the Episcopal office.
Two years ago, the Dean passed through a critical illness. He was out
within the last month; but, three weeks since, he was again attacked by
serious illness, and rapidly lost strength. Almost from the first no hope was
entertained of his recovery, ill cons~quence of his advanced age, he having
recently entered upon his eighty-eighth year. He has gone to his well-won
rest.-Gloucestershire Chronicle, November 29th, 1884.

TRIBUTE OF AN OLD BAPTIST MINISTER TO THE LATE
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
An old Baptist preacher, writing from Hampshire, says-" The sad intelligence of the death of the venerable Dean took me with a great surprise, fo.r I
had no idea that he was suffering from illness. Truly we may say of hJ.IJ?-'
'And Enoch walked with God, and was not; for God took him.' He IS
now in the home of the blessed, with his dear Lord, whom he loved and
faithfully served ·so long. But' he, being dead, yet speaketh.' A fai.thful
watchman on Zion's walls is gone. A grand witness for God's truth IS no
more on earth. But his works-his name-his memory-will still live and
witness for God in the ages to come. A standard-bearer in the Lord's
hosts has fallen. May the great Head of the Church sanctify this bereavement to all sections of the Church of Christ.
"What a mercy the dear Dean was spared t-o see his latest work issue
from the press-a work so full of the Gospel-on the Epist.le to the
Ephesians-a work that will strengthen the faith, and help on many a
pilgrim to the Canaan above. It is so full of divine unction that, when I
read a portion of it, I am bound to read it again. There seems a fresh
beauty in it every time. I feel certain he work will be imperisbable.
What a .legacy to bequeath to the Church for coming generations. One
page of it is of more value than volumes of the rubbish hat is brought
out in these days of" modern thought.' The Church in the future will
bless God for Dean LAW'S works and holy life."

"I often think what a boon God conferred on Gloucester when He sent
Dr. LAW thither. There is a sweet sav~ur of Christ about the good man,
.and they who love the Saviour cannot but love the Dean."-The late Rev.

Joseph Hyatt.
~'f e 'ID.\\.'Y \\.111\ t\Yil.t, in t'ne late 'Dean 01 G-\onCesteT, we 'nave lost a
personal friend. We remember that such was his interest in our work
in Ireland that, upon our leaving t.he sister-isle, he said he regarded
the work as of such importance that, whatever influence he might
have had, with respect to a clerical appointment, he would never have
thought of offering it to us, because of removing us from such an
important sphere of labour.
We are sorry we cannot lay our hand upon one of his last letters,
expressive of the deep interest he felt in a book which we had just
published. After inscribing our name upon the title-page of his last
work, his" Meditations upon the Epistle to the Ephesians," he writes,
"with brothedy a.ffection, from H. Law."
A correspondent has supplied the following lines:-
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"OH, JESUS, HOW I HAVE LOVED THEE!"
[Among the latest utterances of "good" Ddan LAW, of Gloucester, ere
he passed to his rest, were, "Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee!" ",How
I adore Thee!" "Simply to Thy cross I cling."]
Who first had loved the poor, stray
" Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee! "
soul.
'So spake the aged saint,
And thus hf;lart·fealty won.
As utterance from his dying lips
Grew faint, and yet more faint.
True words, that marked a steady love;
No momentary gush
" Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee! "
Of strong emotion, set astir
Sweet words, that told how clear
By rhetoric's mere rush.
The revelation of Christ's love,
Which made the Saviour dear.
The pilgrim of four. score and eight
Has ripe experience,
Dear words, that told how strong the
Melting and merging, in its close,
faith
Into heaven's raptured sense.
In God's great love in Christ;
Taking in meek and earnest trust
Christ Jesus still his .All in all,
His precious gift unpriced.
His latest act to cling
Simply to Christ's redeeming cross,
" Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee! "
Adoring Him as King.
Oh, triumph of the cross
O'er self, and sin, and the vain world,
"Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee! ,>
Saving the soul from loss!
Burst from the longing soul,
" Oh, Jesus, how I have loved Thee! " The language of the inmost heart,
Bright words, that tell how true
Swelling beyond control.
The resurrection of the soul
A tide of holy ecstasy
In Christ to life all newThe ship to port thus bore,
To anchor by the Saviour-King
The holy loyalty of love
To God's beloved Son,
In joy for evermore.
.December 2nd, 1884.
E. L. T.
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Strmons anb' loftS of Sermons.
THE REV. 3.' M. S. BROOKE, M.A., ON THE LONDON
MISSION.
THE Rev. J. M:. S. BROOKE, M.A., Rector of .the united parishes of
St. Mary W oolnoth and St. Mary Woolchurch Haw, preached on
Sunday night, November 16th, a sermon having special reference to
the London Mission. The church was well filled.
Mr. BROOKE
selected for his text Ezekiel xxxiii. 30-32: "Come, I pray you, and
hear what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord. And they
come unto thee as the people' cometh, and they sit before thee as My
people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for
with their mouth they sho\v much love, but their heart goeth after
their covetousness. And, 10, thou art UJ;lto them a.s a very lovely
song of one that hath a. pleasant voice, and can play well on an
instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not."
In his opening remarks, the preacher said that the affections and
appetites of men could only be brought into subjection to Christ by
the power of the Holy Ghost. Before this-this effectual work of
the Holy Ghost-persons sometimes were ~larmed; bu this was only
a selfish fear of the consequences of sin, and not a dread of the sin
itself. True religion was in the heart and life, no merely in the
tongue. It was to be seen apart from form and ceremony-not under
a fretted dome of a cathedral, but in the ordinary walk of domestic
life. It was not to be seen in gorgeous externals, or in ecclesia.stical
millinery, but was to be seen" in coats, nosen, and hats "-.seen in the
daily and domestic life of the Christian.
Mr. BRooKE enlarged upon the subject of the daily life and walk
of a Christian,' and went on to s'ay that nothing' ha was done for
Christ would lose its reward. Some, out of mock humility, eschewed the
coming reward; but Christ Himself had promised it, and they might,
therefore, look for it, discarding, of course, any idea of merit, but
taking the promise of the Master that not a cup of cold water could
be given to one of His disciples in vain.
Touching on another point of his subject, the preacher said, "It is
one thing to know the truth, and another to know that you are in
the truth. It is possible to be thoroughly acquainted with the
economy of religion, and .yet to be ignorant of its power. There is
the Saviour, the Sanctifier, the Father, and God; and the important
question for each one is, Is He your Saviour, your Sanctifier, your
Father, an,d your God ~ "
Mr. BROOKE having demonstrated that true religion con isted more
in the life than in the lip, referred to the Mission now being held in
the eastern portion of the diocese of London. He hought probably
some would be surprised at the small share he and his Church
would be taking in it.
He would give them the reason. The
Church of England, with its clergy, ought to be a continual Mission
to the people. The parish of St. Mary W oolnoth was very different
to most other parishes, and with them the parochial system
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was a dead letter. When he was first appointed, he called ·on all
the residents, and saw many Of them. Others he could not see, as
he pould not get an entrance to the houses. He was, however:
always glad to sympathize with his parishioners in their trials, to
rejoice with them, and to give any advice and counsel that lay in
his pow:er. With regard, however, to the Mission, he could but
rejoice in any work that had for its object the conversion to God
of the people, and the reclaiming of drunkards, &c.; but his experience of past Missions was anything but satisfactory. He distinctly
remembered the first Mission held, many years ago, under the name
of "revival," when the most extraordinary excitement prevailed-men
and women jumping up in the church, women dragged out fainting,
when the name of Ohrist and the attributes of the Deity, with·
strange hieroglyphics, were marked all over the bodies of those
under excitement. Indeed, things were carried to such an extent
that it appeared to him to amount to blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost, for which there is no forgiveness. He was not speaking of
something that had been told him, but of what he had seen. And
what was the result 1 ,Under the cloak of religion, persons went
into the greatest excesses of licentiousness.
He remembered the
Mission of twelve years ago, and took part in it himself daily-he
might say day and night-and he was afraid little good came of it.
It had caused a considerable amount of domestic strife, members of a
family running after this and that popular preacher. This often ended
in an open quarrel, one of the household either going into open
infidelity, or else the false Ohurch of Rome. He protested against
this Mission, as it was a sign of weakness in the Ohurch of England,
and was a grand argu:r::cnt for the Liberation Society. He protested
against it, because its results were nil. He protested against the
system of preaching to men, women, and children separately. He
protested against the Mission, as the clergymen selected were totally
unfit for the work.
In conclusion, the rev. gentleman said he should heartily join in any
movement that had for ilS object the real welfare of the Ohurch of
God.-City Pnss.
THE LATE DEAN OF GLOUOESTER, OANON GIRDLESTONE,
AND THE REV. J; A. ASTON.
(From the Bristoi Tirnes and Mi·rrO?· of December 8th.)

DR. DOUDNEY preached last evening, at St. Luke's Ohurch, Bedminster,
from Psalm xxxiv. 17-"The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,
and delivereth them out of all their troubles." Having dwelt upon
the characters spoken of in the text, their cry, and their conquest,
the preacher said :As most of you are aware, their final conquest and' complete victory
over all sin, suffering, and sorrow has, within the last few days, been
obtained by three eminent servants of God-the Dean of GLOUCESTER,
Oanon GmDLEsToNE, and the Rev. J. A. ASTON. With the exception
of a few months, in regard to the latter, each had long and successfully laboured in this diocese.
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Although, through the infirmities of his great age-having entered
upon his eighty-eighth year-the Dean was seldom of late able to
preach, he still wrote with his wonted vigour, and in the same sound
Scriptural tone that had ever characterized his writings. He lived
to complete his invaluable "Meditations upon the Epistle to the
Ephesians "-a work which will serve to endear the memory of the
talented author, of whom it has been said that, whilst other men
wrote in the baser metal, he wrote in gold.
Differing from his venerable friend, in point of physical strength,
Canon GIRDLESTONE, although he had reached the ripe age of wellnigh four-score years, retained all the freshness and tone of a young
man. Who that ever had the privilege of hearing the Canon, but
.must have been impressed with the strength of his voice, and the
clear, deliberate, SCliptural character of his testimony ~ No man could
have been more outspoken. He was thorough! Disdaining the petty,
temporizing, accommodating spirit of our times, he was not ashamed
to avow his love for, and strict adherence to, the Protestant principles
of the Church, of which he had been so long and so honourable a
member. Humanly speaking, such men-such champions for truthcan ill be spared at such a crisis in our Church history as the present.
With respect to the third so recently, departed minister to whom I
have alluded (the Rev. J. A. ASTON), I may, without hesitation, say that,
so regardless was he of his own personal interests, that he fell a victim
to over-work. He laboured long 'and lovingly at Cheltenham. Although,
however, he had entered upon his new and wide sphere at Deptford
but a few months, so genial was his disposition, and so self-sacrificing
his efforts for the temporal and spiritual well-being of the people of
his large parish, that it may be said he was universally beloved. The
scene at his funeral last Monday was a marked proof of this. He has
left a weeping widow indeed, with nine children, under fifteen years
of age; but from my heart I believe hers will prove to be no exception to the universal rule-that in which our God lo,es to be tested
- " Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive; and let
thy widows trust in Me." Yea, I believe that the precious truth contained in the thirty-seventh. Psalm, which has fallen in the course oi
our appointed readings this evening, will still be stri~tly fulfilled-" I
have been young, and now am old; yet ha.ve I not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."
What a striking illustration have we, as a congregation, recently
had of the Lord's care of the bereaved! The three shillings' given
by a working man in this church, for the six orphans of the late
Rev. T. E. and Mrs. SKUSE, have risen, as far as what I have
received is concerned, to £191; a~d the sum total in the hands of
the trustees of the fund in London amounts to upwards of £1,200.
In addition to this, two of the six orphans have been admitted to
the Clergy Orphan School. Upon these grounds, therefore, how well
may we "thank God, and take courage," in a holy reliance upon
His word, "The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them, and
delivereth them out of all their troubles." Yes, yes; their conquest is
sure-their final victory over sin,' suffering, and sorrow, beyond he
shadow of a doubt.
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A WORD ABOUT OURSELVES.
THROUGHOUT our Ministerial and Editorial career, we have uniformly
made a point of never replying to any newspaper attack. Under present
circumstances, however, we feel called upon to deviate from the
course we have so long and persistently followed. Had the annexed
charge merely applied to ourselves, we should have let it pass without
comment; but, inasmuch as the doctrines we are led from time to time
to proclaim, and the truth which is dearer to one's heart than life itself,
are involved, we feel bound not to let the matter pass in silence. Feeling
as we do, moreover, how soon our days will end, and such an insinuation as that contained in the anp.exed letter will be regarded as a stigma,
upon the doctrines of rich, free, and sovereign grace, unless replied to,
we are the more anxious to place the simple truth before our readers,
and leave them to form their own opinion upon the whole proceedings.
The annexed newspaper cutting was forwarded to us by a correspondent personally unknown. We may here state that, notwithstanding
the Rev. O. O. EWBANK's remarks upon the want of "honesty or cou~age
to sign his name," upon the part of his correspondent, but for the newspaper attack upon us being sent by the hand of another, we should have
been in ignorance of it, and, consequently, should have failed to reply to
the said charge. Hence, in a certain sense, we consider Mr. EW:BANK
has been lacking in the straightforwardness and the manliness which he
intimates characterized his unknown correspondent. It would be folly
for Mr. EWBANK to take shelter under the supposition that we, as a
matter of course, should see the journal in which the attack upon us
was made. As a rule, editors and publishers are otherwise engaged than
in sending special numbers of their journals to this or that person to
whom particular attention may have been drawn. Hence, as in the
present instance, such person may be dependent upon some one else to
communicate that of which they would otherwise have remained in
ignorance ;DR. DOUDNEY AT ARLESEY.
To the Edito?' of the Exp?·ess.
SIR,-I have received the following anonymous communication on a postcard from Buntingford, addressed, "'fo the Church Minister, Langford,
Bedfordshire." As I have never seen or heard Dr. DOUDNEY, and, therefore,
did not hear him at Arlesey, two years ago, and as I am not a fox-hunting
parson, it cannot be meant for me. I should feel obliged if you will kindly
publish it, as I consider such an effusion worthy of publicity. I am sorry
the writer had not the honesty or courage to sign his name, as I might
then have communicated with hijll, and given him an opportunity of firing
his shot again, and perhaps hitting' the right ta.rget. I am quite sure that
no clergyman of the Church of England would be offended-be he foxhunting parson or no-at the innocent merriment and intended sarcasm of
Dr. DOUDNEY'S Buntingford admirer.
I will only add that I like any man who preaches the true Gospel of
Jesus Christ, but I do not like self-righteous Pharisees. As far 'as I am
concerned, my pulpit is at Dr. DOUDNEY'S service at any time he feels
disposed to occupy it, provided I am not called upon to pay the same charge
,that I am told he made on coming to Arlesey.
I am, yours truly,
Langfo?'d Vica1'Clge, Novembe?' 21st, 1884.
C. C. EWBANK.
E
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[Post card.]

REV. SIR,-1 hear Dr. DOUDNEY preach in a London church on Monday
eve (I think). Five hundred, I am told, could not get in. The friend who
wrote me was let in, with six others, just in time to hear his text. It was
for the Aged Pilgrims' Society, and I judge they had a good collection. I
was told in'Royston Market that you did not like him the day he prea{)h
,at Arlesey Church, two years ago. I was very pleased to shake hands with
.him ;first time for forty years. I have read his works. No fox-hun ing
parsons can't relish such honest and valuable men.
.
Yours very truly,
No'v'ember 3rd, 1884.

---.

Now, what are the facts 1 So far from our" making a charge," upon the
occasion of our preaching at Arlesey, we, neither then nor at any other
period of our ministry, ever" made a charge." We had been earnestly
requested to visit Arlesey, and preach the two harvest sermons. We did so,
at great personal inconvenience, having to travel to and from London, and
-thence to and from Arlesey, to fulfil an engagement which, in common
with all preaching .engagements apart from our own immediate sphere
of labour, we most reluctantly undertook. As far a memory serves
us, a cheque for either £3 or £3 10s. was subsequently sen us for our
travelling expenses, and this was purely nnsolicited upon our pa,rt. If
we mistake not, £30, or thereabouts, was the amonn 0 the collection.
Now, as in our old. age, and with our manifold infirmi i - 'We almost
invariably travel first-class,. because we are less fa 'fmed thereby, and
enjoy the ·more quiet, the above-named sum would no lea,e a very
wide margin, after the railway-fare and cab-hire were taken into account.
For fifteen years in succession we preached an annual sermon at St.
George's, in the Borough, on behalf of the Protestant Blind Society;
and occasionally, during the last five-and-twenty years, 'We ha,e advocated the claims of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Socie y; in one and another
of the London churches. In order to fulfil these preaching engements, we have sometimes gone to London for Ehi- - le pu.~:
I
merely, therefore, remains for us to sa ha the -ecre aries of
ese
Societies will bear us out in the statemen tha in each and e,ery
instance, we have declined the repeated offer of even our travellinu
expenses. So much for "the charge for preaching."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Deamber 12th, 1 -1.
D. A. DoUDl'."El".
Since the foregoing was written, the Bedfordshi1'e Express of Saturday,
December 13th, has COme to hand, which contains the annexed le er
from our fri~nd, Mr. WICKHAM INsKIP:DR. DOUDNEY AT ARLESEY.
To the Editor of the Express.

SIR,-Under the above head~ng, you recently inserted a letter from the
Vicar of Langford, which closed with an insinuation, based, I am sure, upon
false information, which Mr. EWBANK ,would be the last man knowingly 0
make. Thf< facts of the case are these. In the Autumn of 1 1, before the
present Vicar came into residence, the Churchwarden of .i.rlesey sen me an
lll'gent request-at the suggestion, I believe, of some of the parishioners and
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE living in other parishes-tha I would ask
Dr. DOUDNEY to oreach at Arlesey on the occasion of the Harvest Thanks-
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gIVIng services. The Churchwarden said he believed we should accomplish
the double purpose of affording an opportunity to many of Dr. DOUDNEy':l
readers to heal' him, and also of clearing oJi' a substantial part of the deficiency in the Church Fund. The result was, that we had a crowded churc-h
at both services, many of the congregation coming a considerable distance,
and the sum of £24 6s. was cleared off the debt.
As Dr. DOUDNEY had come from Bristol specially for -the services, I felt
bound to offer to pay his travelling expenses, amounting to £3 3s.; and 1
believe that Mr. EWBANK, good-natured as I know him to be, would think
it very strange treatment if, after travelling one hundred and fifty miles for
a friend, he was not paid the compliment of an offer to bear his expens/ils.
I would only add that a correspondent at Luton, having sent Dr. DOUD~"'Y
a cutting from your paper, he writes to me as follows:" The enclosed has come to hand to.day. You know the facts. I haNe
written to Mr. - - to say that, as far as memory serves me, you, on behalf
of the Churchwarden of Arle ey, sent me a cheque for £3 or £3 lOs, wholly
unsolicited on my part; and that, as in myoId age I almost invariably travel
first-class, it little, if any, more than paid my railway and cab fare,
"Moreover, I have, in replying to Mr. - - , stated that I have not a dozen
tintes, in all my ministerial course, accepted even my travelling expenses.
"For fifteen years in succession I preached for th.e Protestant Blind
Society-on several occasions going to and fro to London on purpose-but
never received a sixpence for either preaching or travelling.
The same
applies to my sermons on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Society."
I may say that scarcely a month passes without my being asked when
Dr. DOUDNEY will preach in this neighbourhood again, and I hope, on some
future occasion, he may be induced to avail himself of the kind offer of
the Vicar of Langford.
I am, &c.,
Ca~decote, December 10th, 1884.
WICKH.AM: INsKlP.

I

•

THE NEW YEAR, 1885.
OH, Father, take my hand; guide me the way!
Sinful and weak I stand; be Thou my stay;
Beset with foes, oh, keep me with Thy power!
Sustaining grace vouchsafe each day and hour.
My lot is cast; dispense Thou, in Thy love;
" My times are in Thy hand" where'er I rove;
Came, then, whatever may, all must fulfil
The counsels of Thy grace and sovereign will.
Oh, help me to be still; rich faith impart;
Remove all doubt; grant me a loving heart,
Submissive to Thy will and wise decree,
Leaving myself, my all, my God, with Thee I
Thus would I walk along life's rugged road,
Though sin and Satan do my way oppose;
Thy Spirit's power shall foil the tempter's art;
Thy power can stay his fiery dart.
Loved with unchanging love, who can condemn J
Saved in a precious Christ from death and hell ;
Away, then, every fear; my God will keep
The purchase of His blood, His wandering sheep!
Midd~eton.
J. MILEY.
E :3
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
WITH feelings of great gratitude we publish the annexed lis~ of
addi~ional subscriptions, to enable us to forward, at half-price, one
thousand copies of "Walks and Talks wi~h Jesus," for the use of the
'above Mission:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Sums previously acknowledged
16 0 0
1 5 0
Mrs. Henry Stokes...
A. Barlow ...
0' 10 0
Thos. Crowhurst
0 2 6

S. P....
A. Barnes

...
Mr. J. H. Boobbyer
~ Dablin ...
Mr. R. Alien
Mr. John Smith
Misses Parker
Mr. Jas. Dushall

0
0
3
0

3
2
0
7

0
6
0
6

0
0
0
2

2
10
10
10

6
0
0
0

Mrs. Sheesmith
Mrs. Rhodes
Mr. G. F. Smith
Mrs. Barge ...
Mrs. Browning
A Little One
l\fr. Wallinger
A. B.
Miss Griftith
]\fr. H. Taylor
Total

2
0
0
5
5
2
o 10
0 1
o 10
o 10

0
1
1
0
0
0

£29

8

6
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6

. The first por~ion of the Books (413) was despakhed to .lir. BRIDER
the first week in December. By the time this Number of the Magazine
is in the hands of our subscribers, the remainder (together with
overplus copies to meet the amoun~ of the additional subscrip ions)
will have been forwarded for the Mission. We cannot announce this,
to our own mind, most grateful fact, without recording our thankfulness
to the Lord and to our readers, for being enabled to accomplish this
object. The perusal of the letter addressed to Mr. BRIDER, by one of
his co-operators, which appears in the present Number, will prove the
intense interest exhibited upon the part of those among whom the
Old Jonathan (for example) was distributed. .cl. ltl~ er moreover which
we have just received from a brother clergyman, and "Which "We append
to these observations, will prove how deep his ~ense of the !!feat
importance of seeking to disseminate uu h, in such days as the
present. The enemy is most active in sea ering far and wide litera~
ture of the most pernicious and destruc 've kind.
For ourselve',
and connected as ,,;e have been for so man years with the press,
we feel a deeply solemn responsibili~y res s upon us to strive to use
the talent thus entrusted to us, to the u most of our feeble abili .
'Ve are intensely anxious to do what we can, dluing the las~ hours
of our li~tle day, so that, when we are calle 1 hence, "though dead,"
we may be permitted and privileged to "speak" a little for our blessed
Lord and Master.
In proof of his sense of the importance of circula~ing such "Works
as testify of the Lord's leadings and dealings with poor sinners "We
may state that the clergyman to whom WP. have refened (the R.e,.
THOMAS CHAPMAN), whose letter we. subjoin, ordered no less than
thir~y copies of Retmcings and Renewinqs, together with other of our
works, for circulation in his parish. We can only add the expression
of our mos~ fervent desire. and earnest entreaty hat the blessin of
a covenant God may attend their perusal.'
.
St. Luke's, Bedminstm', December 17th, 1884.
THE EDITOR.
N

\
\

Christ Church Vicw'age,' We;neth, Oldham.
My DEAR SIR,-Many thanks for your ,kindness in sending me the nice
parcel of books. I hope our Fat.her in heaven will be pleased to use them
for Hig glory and the good of Hig Church. I shall value the one you have
entered my name in very much, though I had a copy from Dr. H~WLI'TT some
time ago.
Perhaps it would be well to say a word about myself. The name of Dr.
DOUDNEY, or Uld Jonathan, I, have known from my childhood, and many ,of
your works I have re'id With delight. My native place is Astley. I was
horn and brought up there, and well remember several "f your visits, The
last I think of just now was, when you preached from 1 John iii. 1,2. I
was a youth then, in the Sunday School, and heard you say, " You young mei,
little know what God h'1S in st01'e for yot!." I had no thought then of being
a minister of Christ's Gospel. God, in His kir d providence, opened the way,
and led each slep, until I was ordained, in 1867, at Lichfield.
The last time I saw you w«e at the Leicester Conference, some years ago.
I have occupied my present 'position for fourteen years, and have circulated
a few of your books during the whole time, but now feel more than ever the
necessity of bl'inging sound reading into the homes of the people.
Last Tuesday, I ran over to Astley, to see my dear old pastor, Dr. HEWLETT,
and was pleased to find him well in general health, thollgh very infirm.
Please excuse all this egotism. With very kind regards' and best wishes
for your health, both in body and soul,
Believe me, my dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours very sincerely,
December 16th, 1884.
THOMAS CHAPMAN.
P.S.-If you know of a young man seeking a curacy in a large parish,
I should be glad if he would write me. Our staff is two curates, a Biblewoman, and my.elf. If in full orders, stipend £150.

A "ONDER-WORKING GOD.
To the EclitOl' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am truly sorry to see, in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that
you met 'with an accident when in London. I trust, through the'
mercy of God, that it may not prove of a serious nature. Anyhow,
ther.e was the love of God manifested, as by such a fall you might,
have broken a limb or sprained an ankle.
1, too, have much to praise God for, having had a severe blow from
a piece of wood coming against my spectacles when gardening, a few
weeks since, much of the shattered glass being forced into the eyeball
and eyelid. I have suff~red intensely from it. At one time, my
medical man thought he would have to take me to an oculist in
London, which exercised me much; but that night I had such access
to the mercy-seat. All the previous week I could only cry, "Lord,
why am I thus 1" and "Lord, undertake for me ! " Dut at last I felt
enabled to say, "Be it unto me, 0 Lord, even as Thou wilt. I know
that all power belongeth unto Thee. Thou art able .to remove this
glass from my eye. Help me to cast myself entirely upon Thy lovingkindness and tender mercy," &c.
I had such precious texts come, in answer to my tears and cries-

-----_._---
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" Is there anything .too hard for the Lord ~ " "Casting. all your care
upon Him." "I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me," &c.
After spending most of the night in "strong crying and tears," I
fell ~ asleep, and slept" well for some hours. When I awoke, my eye was
filled with water, but the sharp pricking of the glass had gone, nor
have I felt it since; and L have no doubt but that the very tem's were
the means, in the hand of a merciful God, of- removing the cause of
suffering. My eye has been getting gradually well since.
"0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together!
I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears." "God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble."
I have been going to write to you for a long time, but somehow
~lways was prevented, day after day.
I have not been able to read much of late, which is very trying, but
am beginning to use my eye now quite comfortably. I have not read
much of the dear Magazine for this month, but was so glad to see that
you preached a sermon at the Memorial Church, Clifton, at the close of
the Conference, which I was, from v.arious circumstances, unable to
attend this year. The subject was a most deep and important one.
So much infidelity and error abound in these days, that we feel we ought
more than ever to strengthen one another's faith, and communicate to
each other what God, by His Holy Spirit, ha-s taught us. Oh, for more
light-more discernment of the precious truth! I am sure I feel that
I see, as yet, but through a glass, very dimly, the f'l1lness, the allsufJici~ncy, the preciousness, of our adorable EmmanueI.
Yet can I
truly say that His name is to me above every name, and my desire
is, to love and serve Him more. Alas! how few we meet with
who seem to rejoice in speaking of Him. Well, these things make
us more long to' see Him, be with Him, and those of His dear ones who
shall join us in praising and blessing Him throughout eternity.
I had no thought of writing so much when I began. I must
apologise for trespassing on your valuable time.
May I beg your prayers, that all boldness may be given me to
testify to the love of Jesus to all with whom I come in contact ~ and
that we all may be valiant for "the truth as it is in Jesus," prays,
Yours faithfully in Him,
~udbury, November 6th, 1884.
C. BALDWIN.
[What a wonder-working God is our God! The reader will observe,
first, how simple the origin of the malady which, in the case of our
correspondent, was attended with so much suffering and consequent
anxiety. And how simple the cause, very commonly, of what, in the
sequel, proves fatal! Take, for example, what occurred some three
weeks since to a personal friend of ours. Like the writer of the fore"going letter, he was fond of his garden; and, whilst thus engaged, he
wounded one of his hands. He took little or no notice, however;
nevertheless, inflammation set in, and he died! He wa-s one of the
most active men we ever met;' and, after a most successful business
career, involving travelling thousands upon thousands of miles, was
brought sud'dellly to his end, at the ripe age of seventy-six, from so
trifling a cause. Immediately after this occurrence, we h~ard of a somewhat similar case. A simple scratch was followed by blood-poisoning and
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a speedy death! What, even more recently, was the immediate cause of
Canon GIRDLESTONlJ:'S death 1· The inconvenience attending a lengthened
railway journey, which was followed by blood-poisoning.
But the second point in the foregoing letter to which we would call
the special, atten,tion of our readers is, the fact that, after the so~l
travail-the terrible heart-anguish-which our correspondent had undergone, when her heart was really "brought down with labour," andshe was enabled to say, "The will of the Lord be done," then, in His
own sweet, loving, merciful way, He wrought deliverance. Oh, it was
so like Himself ! Yea, so worthy of so great, so good, so. gracious a
God. The very tears which flowed from the sweet melting and mellowing
of soul, that His own precious love-whispers drew, so to speak, from the
heart to the eye, served to remove the malady that had produced the
travail, the anguish, the dismay !Blessed, for ever blessed, be His'
great and adorable name!
'
R-eader, "is there anything too hard for the Lord 1" Be it yours
and ours increasingly to test and try Him. Oh, how we glory in
publishing such facts as the foregoing !-ED.]
THE LITTLE BOOKLET, "HAPPY JOHN; OR, THE DYING
POLICEMAN."
[It gave us real pleasure, a few days since, to receive the following letter.
It rejoices our heart beyond expression to receive testimonies, from time
to time, in proof of the Lord's being pleased to smile upon and bless
the perusal Qf these little bookle~s, as well as the other works issued
from our Industrial School. There are thirteen various kinds of the
former now in circulation.-ED.]
To the Edito'f of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Pardon the liberty I take in writing to you, but the
enclosed little book has been read by myself and others with much
profit and encouragement. It was found on board our ship, but how
it came there I am unable to say. But it has been passed around from
one to the other, until it is worn out; and I should be thankful.to you
if you could send me a copy of it for my own use.
'
I am quite aware, sir, that I am taking a great liberty in writing to one
who is an entire stranger to me; but, having been blessed by its reading,
I felt sure that you would not take offence at my writing. God alone, sir"
can tell what good wch little books do in these days of infidelity. Such
a testimony is invaluable. Many' a man has been set thinking about.
his soul by readiug such a book. I should have written to the publishers,
but I thought it was scarcely worth while to trouble them for so small
a matter.
Should this letter reach you, sir, and you could send me what I ask,\
for, you might address to my riisidence on shore, JOSEPH HUMPHREYS,
29, Bishop Street, Landport, Portsmouth, Hants.
' .
,
Trusting, sir, that the Lord will still bless and prosper your labours,.
I remain, your humble servant, .
H.M. Royal Yacht" Victoria and Albert,"
J. HUMPHREYS.
Portsmouth, December 5th, 1884.'
~
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND N A.VY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-The following is a list of our annual receipts since
1874-1874, £26 7s. 10d.; 1875, £95 Os. lId.; 1876, £144 7s. Id.;
1877, £166 14s. 7td.; 1878, £212 14s. 9d.; 1879, £254 18s. Oid.;
1880, £337 12s. lid.; 1881, £515 17s. 4d.; 1882, £871 Is. 4d.;
1883, £983 6s. 2d.; 1884, £1,000 5s. Od.
Mr. CHARLES MOODY, Accountant, who has audited the above receipts
for the last six years, says, "This ~lission is thoronghly unscctarian
and nnselfish."
Colonel NEWBOLT and Captain WEST, of Clifton, Bristol, having lately
examined one hundred and twenty letters from as many agents, representing this Mission, in various parts of the globe, write, "The letters are
fully satisfactory to us, and most interesting and encouraging.
You
are doing a grand and important work."

~

DEAR FRIENDS,-The quiet homes of dear old England are nobly
defended and provided with. untold comforts by our army and navy.
On the battle-field, and when ploughing the mighty deep, the soldier
and sailor never forgets his native land. "N"ot forgotten" will cheer
many hearts at this festive season of the year, when family gatherings
will be speaking of loved ones far away. Surely, to forget the selfsacrificing labours of our red-coats and blue-jackets argues insensibility
somewhere. I shall be very grateful for contributions, however small,
to maintain the funds of this good work.
Please address, Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Decembe1' 17th, 1884.
CHARLES BRIDEP~
A PEEP AT ONE OF OUR LARGE GdRRISON AND SUPORT TO"-7)l·.
DEAR MR. BRIDER,-It is again incumbent upon me to give an
account of my stewardship, which honorary work I carry out at a time
when my services at barracks are not needed.
Let me commence by telling you that I have had a distinguished
guest, no less an one than Old Jonatha,n, of Bedminster-yes, the very
soul of the good man, in the form of his spirit-cheering and heartinspiring journal. Through you I have received two hundred. Now, it
took me quite a week to find out the whereabouts in which to lodge
this dear old gentleman. I thought much, but it was not till days had
run by that a voice said to me, "What would please Old Jonathan
best ~" I did not know. The voice said, "What did Old Jonathan,
when he crossed the Channel, to make his abode with the poorest of
the Emerald Isle ~ Where went his heart, and how did he feel and
labour for the hungry and naked of that down.trodden country 1" I
had read of the old veteran's gigantic undertaking, and I was familiar
with his animating "Family Portions," and long list of articles in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE; and, as the voice ceased speaking, I felt myself
guided and ordained for this Mission, so away I trudged, in company
with Old Jonatha,n, to the homes of the most indigent; and truly they
were abodes of wretchedness, of which not even a facile pen like that
of DICKENS could paint an exact lif~-like portrait.

~
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. Being a Cockney, I am well acquainted with the slums of Ratclil1
Highway, Whitechapel, and St. Giles, but such dens, called dwellings,
had no existence in my idea, and that, too, within a stone's cast of
our great Cathedral.
But here we are, Mr. BRIDER, in Quay Lane-it ought to be Key
Lane, for, though the cleanest of the set, it leads to the sties of thousands of our brothers and sisters, who live and eat, God only knows
how. Quay Lane then-just wide enough to go in single file.
'
With a gentle rap at each door, I introduced myself as Old Janathan's
representative-a poor one, it is true. "Oh, you don't know Old Janathan? I do, though I have never seen his face, but I am acquainted
with his heart, and he has sent you a letter;" to which I added Old
Janathan's doings in Paddy's land, and how the voice had commissioned
me to help them to find our gracious Saviour by leaving the journal,
which he trusted would prove a powerful incentive to i~duce them to
open the one great Book of life. " Old Janathan.''' I heard the people
say, some doors ahead; "who is Old Jana/han?" and this acted as a
call to many to cluster around me, to hear me· give a sermon about
the dear old man of Bedminster Church.
In and out, up and down crooked, rickety, dark stairs, giving an Old
Janathan to every family. ,,'Will you give me an extra one, please 1"
said an old lady.
" Why ~" I asked. "I have my husband in· the
workhouse." "When will he get out ~" "Never, certainly, till he is
carried out to his last home." So into the poor-house went Old Jannthan, perhaps to' cheer every inmate, like one I sent to a hospital in
London, which I heard was read by every patient so greedily that the
type was scarcely visible at the end of its service.
Out of this lane we turn up another, calling at every house with
our beloved, who is received with smiles of gratitude, all in wonder
as to whom my incursions allude. But here is a shanty affording
shelter to a child of the kingdom. The wife sits at the fire, if it
may be so named, for the cheery element is scarcely seen through the
dying cinders. The poor woman does not deign more than a glance
at the visitor, but the husband, our brother, hears my voice, and,
coming out of a secret cupboard, with moved heart and running eyes,
says, "Thank God, I have it. Three years ago I loved the drink,
and each week my scanty earnings went to the dram-shop, and my
family left to starve." A long talk followed, but time sped, and
I left an Old Janathan to do the silent work of comforting this tried
but contented family. Yet I must record his last words-" Good-bye,
sir. Oh, yes, He met me, and His love has so filled my heart since
He stole into my soul that I have a heaven below; and there is my
manna," pointing to his stock of bread, "which has not failed these
three years."
My heart was in my mouth at this outburst,for the
good man's sermon had so impressed me that I had to take up a
lesson from Old Janathan's "Vvayside Notes" \¥.riter, ere I could emerge
from a fit of discontent, which, alas! too often proves the total depravity
of my heart.
"Any more rooms .in this landing ~" "Many, sir."
And, true
enough, a family here, a family there-for the most part in one room
and a wash-up. Old Janathan was eagerly sought for, and, when I
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read a passage, and prayed for their respective circles, the powerful
optic cataracts began to flow; and, when I assured these poor ones
that, if only, Old Jonathan were present in person, he would weep them'
into communication with his God, their souls seemed to move, as
though they would embrace the dear old gentleman.
.
The scene changes. One room and a dark niche for two shillings a
week. An author says, "Darkness is cheap," but it is dear enough
in the Queen of the West. " Well, sister, how goes the wheel of
life ~ " She lifts her hand from an old weather-beaten face, and says,
"Paralyzed-incurable leg-must linger till I die." Old Jonathan comes
to the front, and does fruitful service, for the suffering woman is
reminded of a suffering and dying Saviour's love. I ask permission
to sit down, and a holy talk ends in calming her tried spirit. " I'll
come again."
"Oh, thank you! I shall be so glad if you will."
Another step, and I find myself in the last century. House cleaner.
than all the rest. In a chair sits a man, with the best of books in
his lap. This dear old fellow told me that he was born in the year
1796. "I've brought you a nice paper," when the Editor is again
described. "Do you love that Book ~ " "It is in my hands more
than half the day." "Can you trust in, and do you wish to go to,
Jesus ~" "I'm ready when He calls."
I sat down and had sweet
converse with this ,aged saint. We prayed together, and I had the
wish that Old Jonathan might have been here, to tell out the glory
which this old man's transit would realize.
Up a flight of stairs, with a chink serving to make darkness visible.
"He will be glad to see you, sir. Feel along the pa-ssage, sir. Mind
It was dark, but
the curves, sir. It is so dark. Don't fall, sir."
at last, in a room, lay a middle-aged man. "Look at his hand, and
see, sir, his feet are partly gone."
The poor wife craved lea,e to go
to her washing, which she had to do with a vengeance, to keep the
family pot boiling. The ceiling afforded homes for innumerable of
the insect life. Quite a hundred cobwebs were floating above and
arouud the poor man, as though their presence were intended to
cheer this lonely sufferer. I thought, at the time, "What a find this
would be to those Indians who value the spider for its supposed
medicinal properties!"
After introducing Old Jonathan, I opened the
Bible, and read to him of God's great salvation, and expounded the
Word in such a way as to show that salvation meant new feet
and perfect hands. His face was radiant. This old man has two
sons at one of the outposts of India, and I was pleased in being told
that an officer of their regiment, the 98th, called to see the parents,
and, leaving pecuniary assistance, comforted both with a word from
our King.
Again I pursued my rounds, and, after clambering over one house
to get to another, I found a regular grenadier of a man, surrounded
by three or four fat, clean, and rosy children. The man, without a
word, made a rush at me-I thought to try the weight of his fist
uEon my body. But no; he took hold of my hand, and gave it such
a crusher that my five friends seemed glued together. " Welcome,
sir ! Bless the Lord! I know Him! He has saved me, sir!" I didn't
need his own words for it, for his face indicated the fact.
"I was
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a brute, sir. There is my wife, and these are my children, sir. Ask
them wha.t God has wrought in this family;" which, though poor,
was clean to a fault. The children smiled, and the good wife said,
"Yes, indeed; He has done it all."
"And now," said. the man,
"I know that, so long as I am faithful, He will not give me over."
My eyes were moist, but I knew my man; yet I said, "Now, my
dear brother, Old Jonathan and his Master do not allow that 'if.' I
am sent to tell you that He will abide faithful. What work He
begins, He ends. Salvation is a word that means saved-not for the
present only, but for ever.
What would you think of a man
thanking his deliverer when still in the water ~ Would he not offer
the gratitude and praise when on the solid land, realizing, as he
then could, what salvation meant ~" "Yes, sir; you are right." " We
may, then, rest assured the dear S.aviour will conduct you safe to
glory; and, although He may not raise you to the peerage in this
world, your crown and throne await you in His own dear presence."
Another grip of my poor hand, and I made for a purer atmosphere,
musing all the way home.
There is one great difficulty in this sort of work, and that is,
want of miraculous power. One often has the wish that he could
say to poverty, "Change.to provision, and let clean houses and garments appear;" but, like Peter, our word must be, "Silver and gold
have I none, but in the name of Jesus, rise up and walk."
Now, Mr. BRIDER, about your little messenger, Home. The mob
ga*erers afford an excellent opportunity for wisely disseminating those
valuable tit-bits of yours. I pray God that every arrow may carry,
and that your unsectarian and glorious work for God may indeed bring
many poor prodigals home to their Father's house.
Yours sincerely,

H. B.

Chosen! Chastenecl! Crawned! Memorials of lWary Shekleton, late Secretary·
of the Invalids' Pmyer Uni<Jn. By her Sister, M. S., Author of "St.
Peter's Commentary on Psalm cxix.," "Biblical Geography in a
Nutshell," q.,c. London: James Nisbet and Co.
A STRIKING title, well borne out. The very frontispiece is a volume
in itself, bespeaking more forcibly than even words themselves, as far
as creature comments are concerned, the fulness and the depth of the
Apostle's testimony, "Unto you it is given, in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake " (Phil. i. 29).
The first thought that was presented to the mind, in the perusal of
this precious book, was, the mother's prayer, in dedicating her children
to the Lord, and its so plain and practical answer. If we mistake
not, it was just after that beloved parent had been taken home, we
personally called upon the bereaved daughters, whilst passing through
Dublin; and, as far as memory serves, we saw then, and only then, the
now glorified daughter, the subject of this Memoir. She and her
siste~s bowed the knee with us; and to this day the leading thought
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upon the mind, in regard to the then so recently departed one, wn,P,
She is not dead, butsleepeth;" and again, "He is not here, but i,;
risen." That precious mother bad an apoplectic seizure whilst seated
with her daughters. She was instantly rendered speechlp.ss, but consciousness was granted for some ten minutes, during which, whilst
her now glorified companion knelt bebide her, bathing her temples, to
use her own words, "she looked up wit,h unutterable heavenliness.
She grasped my hand, and held it till we laid her on the bed, when
she sank into a stupor. She breathed heavily for twenty-four hours,
and then slept in Jesus." This occurred a few months after Mr.
KRAUSE'S death, which took place in February, 1852.
There are sundry striking and most interesting features in this book,
upon which we should like to dwell somewhat at length, did space
permit. vVe will just briefly, however, mention one or two. The first
is, the benefit of SlJund divinity.
Mrs. SHEKLETOX had be~n in the
habit of reading to her daughters, as well as for her olVn personal
edification and profit, the sermons of the Re's. W A.TTS WILKINS0:'1,
and JO~EPH IRONS. These prepared both herself and her daughters
for the so instructive and truly Scriptural teaching of the deeply-taught
W. H. KRAUSE.
Again, parental, prayerful influence was closely
How early that
identified with the after career of her children.
influence began to operate may be gath<3red from the fact that, when
"Mary was seated in her little high chair at the breakfast-table, her
mother and the governess were conversing on the subject of justification
by faith, when Mary, with a look of heaven-taught wisdom, took up
her little parable, and said, 'Me tinks it is de blood of Gh1'ist dut justifies.' "
Well might those who heard the remark say, "Surely such a child
cannot live;" "and truly" says her sister, the author of the book
before us, "she did not seem like a thing of earth, for she was, from
her earliest childhood, so very fair and fragile."
The observation of the dear child, as just quoted, brought at once
to our recollection a remark made by our earliest and so devoted companion, J. D. LANE, Our precious mother, as was her da.ily practice,
had been praying with and for her children,
In the course of her
prayer she said, "Make each of us' a monument of Thy sparing mercy."
Upon the little family group rising ft'om their knees, dear JORX said,
"Grandma, you ask\ld that we might be made monuments of God's
sparing mercy. 'Ve are that. Ought you not the rather to ha,e asked
that we might each be made the subject of redeeming grace 1" How
well IDil.Y such facts as these stimulate and encourage praying and
anxious parents! How little do they know what may be going on, at
the very time, iu the minds of the objects of their so deep solicitude!
'-IVe scarcely need say that that dear boy, in after year", became a.
minister of the Gospel.
.
Another fact stands out most prominently in the book before U3,
and is a striking indication of that preparatory work which indicates.
a something of weight and importa'nce in reserve. "He [Mr. KRAUSE]
asked our mother of the spiritual welfare of her children. ' Thank
God,' she repl~ed, 'they all knolV the Lord; but, Mr. KRAUSE, this.
will never satisfy me.' 'Never satisfy you, Mrs. SHEKLETON ~ Many
mothers w:ould be satisfied if they could say that all their children
L
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knew the Lord.' 'No,' she said, 'I want more. I want the Lord to
use them individually in His service.' 'The Lord perform this thy
petition,' was Mr. KRAUSE'S brief reply."
Oh, how little did he then imagine to what service those dear
children were subsequently to be called! One to take down his sermons, which were afterwards to be scattered far and wide-yea, to the
very ends of th.e habitable globe. Another (the subject of this Memoir),
in connection with her long and deep afHiction, to be taught so practically to sympathize with fellow-sufferers as to set on foot, and for
many years maintain in most vigorous operation, "The Invalids' Pmyer
Union." We believe that the last great day alone will reveal the incalculable benefits accruing from this precious means of Christian fellowship and communion.
Space forbids our enlarging. We cannot, however, but most cordially
commend this precious volume to the attention of our readers, and as
an admirable gift-book, at the present season especially.
A Manual for lJ!lothers' ~JI{eetings.
Book Society.

By Miss KATE BUDGETT.
Bristol: W. Mack.

London:

NEXT to the preaching of the everlasting Gospel and Sunday Schcol
instruction, we consider that Mothers' Meetings stand foremost. A
most salutary inflnence is brought to bear upon these social gatherings
from week to week. No opportunity is afforded for mere chit-chat or
idle gossip, even if there were the wish upon the part of any to
indulge therein. On the contrary, after singing one or more of the
precious songs of Zion, the sacred 'vV ord is read and commented upon,
or a special address upon some Bible truth or practical godliness is
given. This is followed by prayer, and another hymu unitedly and
harmoniously sung, and then the business details of the day close the
meeting. A kindly feeling is thus spread over the attendants; and,
without question, a most grateful and Scriptural effect is realized in the
home circles of those who feel it a sacred privilege to be members of
these Mothers' Meetings. Of this influence we doubt not many husbands,
as well as the children, are made most beneficially to partake.
The annexed extracts will prove the useful character of the book now
before us, and which we cordially commend to the attention, more
especially, of such as are personally interested in this particular branch
of parochial work.
_
The style, as well as object, of the work may be gathered from the
following. Under the title of" SERVING ONE ANOTHE;R," and commenting upon John xiii. 1-7, the writer says:"The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister."
"He has given us an example that we should follow in His steps." Henceforth, for all who love our Lord and Master, J ssus Christ, there is nothing
demeaning or dishonourable in being the servant of others. In fact, to serve
is more O"lorious than to' be served. The Master Himself chose the part of
him that serveth. nl[en of the world's way of thinking may count it mOre
honour to be masters and lords over others, but the Christian sees more
alory attachina to the humblest service of his fellows. It is to this meek
~nd lowly mi~istry to our fellow-creatures that Christ calls us when He
Srtys, "If ye know these things,' happy are ye if ye clo the?1~." And does

-
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not this bring Christ's religion very nemo to us 1 Cannot each one of us
put into practice this law of service 1
There is no one, however poor and insignificant he may think himself,
who has not daily oppo'rtunities of doing little things for others; and lowly
duties have become noble, for, by simple acts of kindness, we may copy the
grandest Man who ever lived.
"If, then, your Lord and Master has washed your feet, ye ought also to
wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should
do as I have done to you."
Do not let us despise any little act by which we can copy Christ. Rather
may we each be on the look out for such opportunities, in remembrance of
Him. Call to mind the scene of which we have read this afternoon. Think
of .Jesus, the Son of God, wa~hing His disciples' feet, and bending down
to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded, and "let the same
mind be in us" which was in Him.

Again, in her address upon the subject of "LOVE," in commenting
upon John xv., &c., the writer says:What a happy thing it would be if these Mothers' Meetings of ours here
every week were marked by a spirit of love, so that our Lord .Jesus Christ,
looking upon us, should be pleased to come and take up His abode with us !
We feel sure He cannot dwell where malice and ill.will are. They shut out
the Lord of love.
What is it St. .John (the loving and much-loved disciple) says I " He
that loveth his brother abideth in the light." Christ is ., the light of the
world," you know. " But he that hateth his brother abideth in darkness; "
and then follow some very solemn words that we do well to remember.
They are, "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer."
Do we want a motive for loving others 1 We have one given us-" If
God so loved .us, we ought also to love one another." Do let us all try
to watch and pray against every kind of unloving feeling. Let us pray for
Christ's own loving spirit, and strive to keep it in our hearts.
" This
commandment have we from Him, That he who loveth God, love his
brother also."
01', Precepts in Pm·abl-es.
By EBE~"EZE.R.
VVILMSHURST, Author of "The Morte Stone."
London: E.
Wilmshurst.
THIS, like the preceding volume, contains well-digested thought and
sound Scriptural teaching, put forth in an interesting style. So distinct
from the light and trashy stories so constantly issuing from the press,
merely to catch the eye and amuse, the work before us is calculated,
not merely to arrest the attention, but to set the minds of the young
at work in deliberate thought, profitable mnsing, and wholesome inquiry.
It is a book, under God, so likely to interest the young in Scripture
narrative.

The Sack and its T1'easuTe:

Hm-t's Hymns, in square 16mo. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge,
City Press, Aldersgate Street.
THIS is by far the neatest and most portable edition of HART'S Hymns
with which we are acquainted. It is printed in double columns, opening at once upon several hymns at sight, and, being thin, can easily be
carried in the breast-pocket. The binding is exceedingly neat, and
published at the low price of sixpence! It ought to sell by thousands I
The present edition is just issued.
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The Birds of the Bible. Chats with Children about Bible Birds. By J A1I1ES
BowKER, F.R.G.S.I. London: Morgan and Scott.
THIS is an a,dl)lirable book, and must take with the children j and, we
had nearly· said, with grown people likewise. It opens up a new field
of thought, and presents another attractive feature of the precious 'Vord.
The illustrations are excellent, and the incidents and anecdotes here
and there interspersed remarkable for their intere~t.
Will and Work .. 01', Encow'agement for Young Christians. By EMILY P.
LEAKEY, Author of "Clear Shining Light," "Miracles of Mercy,"
"Sit Still," &c. London: Book Society. Bristol:' W. Mack.
THERE is much in this book that we like exceedingly. There is gre~t
originality j and the counsel given is the evident result of careful
observation and lengthened personal experience. The facts given by
way of illustration are most natural and tellin!i;.
The City DiaTy and Almanack fOT 1885.
London: W. H. and L.
ColFngridge, City Press, Aldersgate Street.
THIs is the twenty-second yearly issue of this famous shilling's worth.
In addition to the page of each week's diary, with its blotting leaf,
there is a vast amount of information bearing upon City names, City
offices, and City requirements. In fact, it is a City multumin pCtTVO,
and must, therefore, be invaluable to City men.
The Life of John Calvin. Illustrated. London: W. Wileman.
A. V~UABLE book, copiously illustrated, and, inasmuch as it is divided
into some wenty-nine chapt.ers, renders it the more readable for such
as have little time on hand.
'Phe Gospel Echo. London: W. Wileman.
A NEW illustrated monthly, intended as a "Gospel Tract Magazine."
It is well edited and nicely got up, and bids fair to be a great
favourite. We wis'h it all success.

Meditations of the Heart. Poems by FREDERICK MARSHALL. Oxford:
. J. C. Pembrey. Clifton: F. Marshall.
book, admirably got up, and embracing a great variety of
flubjects, bearing upon pa,ge after page the unmistakable evidence of
Iheart-work.
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lA PRECIOUS

The Flrrral Bi1thday Book. London: Book Society.
[THIS is a gem indeed. It is beautifully designed, and admirably
ca-rried out, by author, engraver, printer, and binder. It must be a
favourite.
.
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THE celebrated JOHN HOWE once had such"a view of heaveIi, and
such a desire to depart, that he said to his wife, "Though I think I
love you as well as it is fit for one creature to love another, yet, if it
were put fo my choice, whether to die this moment or live through
this night, and living this night would secure the continuance of life
for seven years longer, I would choose t? die this moment."
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

[IN order to give additional interest to the following lines, we
would apprize our readers that the Home at Stamford Hill, London, N.,
was given and endowed by l'4iss SARAHWARD. Each inmate has two
rooms, with other advantages. The annexed lines were written by the
Matron of the Home.-ED. ]
.
I
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" MAGNIFICAT."
WE strangers and pilgrims would bless Thee, our God,
For the Home that's been -raised on this wilderness sod;
We are fed, housed, and sheltered from turmoil and ,strife,
Which ofttimes have tracked all our' pathway through life.
The bread Thou hast promised Thy lovll has supplied;
Nor aught for our good. has .that love e'er denied;
The fig-tree hath failed, the vine lacked its fruit ;1
Faith yet hath some tendrils to cling to its Root.
The road we have travelled was thorny and rough,
But Thy strength was youchsafed-we found it enough;
And firmly we trust on that Word which declares,
" I am thine to old age, e'en down to hoar hairs. >,
We would not forget our kind Donor,* 0 Lord;
In her weakness, dear Father, Thy succour afford;
And when she hath finished her course here below,
We trust Thy free grace will a mansion bestow.
Thy Servant,t wp-o pleiJ,d'ed so boldly our cause;
'Mid our City's' wild rush, e'en men stood to pause;
Wilt Thou strengthen his heart and cheer his last days,
That fresh "Ebel1ezers." to Thee he may raise? .
Grant each one, dear Father, who for us doth care,
No good thing to lack, all Thy riches to share;
And, when they ha",e ended their earthly career,
To feast on Thy love, in Thy presence appear.
Great Head of the household, oh, still be our Guide
Through all that Thy love' has ordained to betide!
Till, falling before Thee, the Triune I AM,
We swell the loud chorus of "Worthy the Lamb!"

E. B.
Anniversary of the Stantfm'd Hill Home for Aged Pi1iP'ims,
November 8th, 1884.
.

A YOUNG man was recommended to Diogenes for a pupil, and his
friends, thinking to give Diogenes a good impression concerning his
intended scholar, were very lavish in his praises. "Is it so?" answered
the old philosopher. "If the youth i~ so well accomplished to mr
hands, and his' good qualities are already so numerous, he has no need
of my tuition. Even keep him yourselves." As li tIe are self-righteous
people fit for Ohrist.
" Miss 'VARD.

t

Dr. DOUDXET.
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