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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A NEW YEAR'S PLEDGE.
"And ye shalt eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name
Qf the Lord your God, that !lath dealt wundroltsly with vou: and

My people shall never be ashamed." -J OEL ii. 26.
WE would have the reader keep in view the circumstances in
which this so great and gracious promise was made, for in proportion as he is enabled to do so, will the richness, fulness, and
blessedness of the promise be felt.
In the earlier portion of this short prophecy, the Lord had
been depicting the condition of things as then existing. The
third verse of the first chapter is well worthy of note-" Tell ye
your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and
their children another generation." Thus were plain facts to be
handed down from generation to generation. What the Lord
had been, and what He had done, according to the various states
and conditions of the people, was to be handed down from father
to son, and thus passed on from generation to generation, so
that weight and importance might be attached thereunto; yea, that
personal knowledge and heartfelt experience might have their
voice, and act a8 a stimulus for caution and counsel.
In perfect accordance with this command was the practice of
the apostles in after day. 'l'ake, for example, 1 John i. 1, 3" That which Was from the beginning, which we have heard. which
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our
hands haye handled, of the Word of life; that which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and trnly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ."
Now, we may pause here, in order to inquire-Is this counsel,
as a rule, adopted in the present day? Is thero much, if any,
importance attached to the testimony of the elders-those who
have "borne the burden and heat of the day"? On the contrary,
is there not, as a rule, an inclination upon the part of each
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and all to follow the bent of their own minds? Are not
such seeking to judge for themselves? Moreover, is not this disposition fostered and encouraged from the fact that there is such
contradiction in the testimony of men of whom better things might
be expected? Instead of firmness and decision upon the part
of such, and a steadfast adherence to and abiding by cc tlte old
paths," is there not, upon the ground of expediency, a yielding to,
and a compromise with, the pursuits and practices of the times?
Is there not the indulgence of a vain supposition that by this
mode of procedure, the young and inexperienced may be won
over? Are not the Apostle's words quoted as an authority and
a justification of such course-CC I became all things to all men" ?
·What, alas! however, has already been the fatal issue of such
proceeding; and what will be the ultimate consequences? This,
time must show. Meanwhile, the comparative disregard of the
positive test and proof of experience is but too plain. Well might
professed teachers and instructors give heed to the reproof and
remonstrance that follow the counsel just now given, as to the
" telling" to children and to children's children-" Re ye ashamed,
o ye husbandmen; howl, 0 ye vinedressers; . . . . gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests; howl, ye ministers of the altar;
come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God." How
solemn are such reproofs; and how well may they lead to deep
searching of heart, lest, by the compromise of which we have
spoken, and a want of faithfulness, there has been a yielding to
the spirit of the age, and a going with the multitude to do evil!
Then immediately after the foregoing reproof and remonstrance
is the announcement-CC Alas! for the day! for the day of the Lord
is at hand, and as ,a destruction from the Almighty shall it come."
Then follows the injunction-" Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in My holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of
the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand; a day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds
and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains:
a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like,
neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many
generations" (J oel ii. 1, 2). Then, after describing the severity and
the destructiveness of His judgments, in His wonted pitifulness
and compassion, we read-cc The Lord shall utter His voice before
His army: for His camp is very great: for He is strong that
executeth His word: for the day of the Lord is great and very
terrible; and who can abide it? Therefore also now, saith the
Lord., turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with fasting,
and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for
He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great l,indness,
and repenteth Him of the evil" (J oel ii. 11-13).
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JEHOVAH'S GRACIOUS CHARACTER.

What a glorious statement-" He is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil"!
What more could be said than this, in order to prove the tender·,
ness and compassion of the Lord? How well may the anxious
and the sorrowful, on account of sin and transgression, take comfort
and encouragement from such a testimony! How well may such
adopt, with hope and expectation, the language which immediately
follows-" Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leave a
blessing behind Him?" Ah! what wonders have followed the
" Who can tell?" Many a poor sinner has been, as it were, past
hope-upon the very borders of despair--and yet, impelled by a
simple hope, and a " Who can tell?" how has such an one plied
the,throne of grace with the Lord's own so cheering and comforting
words! This very chapter abounds with them, for no sooner h\'ts
He said, "Blow the trumpet in Zion," and directed both priests
and people to humble themselves before Him, for He will have
them to "acknowledge their iniquity," and to confess that they
have sinned against Him, than it is added, "Then will the Lord
be jealous for His land, and pity His people." Here again is
encouragement. Do we not read that "like as a father pitieth his
children, so doth the Lord pity them who fear Him. He knoweth
our frame; He remembereth that we are dust"? Yea, do we not
read, likewise, that" He will not be alwayswroth, lest the spirit
should fail before Him, and the souls that He hath made " ? Well
does the poet say" The pity of the Lord,
To those who fear His name,
Is mch as tender parents feel;
He knows our feeble frame.
" He will not always chide;
And when His strokes are felt,
His stripes are fewer than our sins,
And lighter than our guilt."

Then, in the largeness of His heart, we find that the Lord not
only !orgit'es, but He restores. Hence we read-" Yea, the Lord
will answer and say unto His people, Behold, I will send y:m
corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I
will no more make you a reproach among the heathen" (Joel ii. 19).
At the close of the twentieth verse, and in the twenty-first
verse, we ha....e this two-fold statement-cc because Hp, hath done great
things"; then immediately follows, "Fear not, 0 land; be glad
and rejoice: for the Lord will do great things." Here, then, we
have a declaration of the fact, as to the Lord having clone' great
things, and the pledge that He w'ill clo great things.
In regard to this statement, "the Lord will do great things,"
it forcibly reminds one of what Joshua said to the people of Israel,
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when they were about to cross the Jordan. "Sanctify yourselves,"
said he, "for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you."
It was as if he would say_CC What the Lord is about to do will
exceed all you have as yet witnessed; therefore, prepare yourselves
for what the Lord will do, in the marvellous display of His
wisdom, love, and power."
Well, and was not such the case?
Great and glorious as had been the wondrous dealings of J ehovah,
in the deliverance of His people from Egypt, and His conduct
of them throughout their forty years' wilderness wanderings,
did not the passage of the Jordan, the destruction of Jericho, and
their taking possession of the promised inheritance in Canaan,
constitute the top-stone, the finish, and glorious consummation of
all ?
And mark, reader, this is only typical of the final conquestthe eternal victory over sin and Satan, death and hell, that awaits.
the redeemed and glorified.
WHO FEAR AS DO THE LORD'S DEAR PEOPLE 7

AND WHY 7

It is worthy of remark, moreover, as to how the Lord's" fear
nots" stand so closely associated with His people's fears. And who
fears as do the Lm-d's people? They fear where the mere uJorldling
has no fear; and why? Beoause they have been awakened by
graoe and power divine to a sense of their own helpless, bankrupt
condition; because the Lord the Spirit has given them an insight
into the vileness and treachery and deceit of their own hearts;
because they have been enlightened to see the dangers by which
they are encompassed, and the deadly enemies with whom they
have to contend. Hence their fears; hence their sense of need of
divine guidance, guardianship, and care; hence their fears lest
sin and Satan should obtain the mastery. It is upon these
grounds that the Lord's" fear nots" become so timely and so precious. Had they no fears, such "fear nots" would be to no
purpose. They would be neither needed nor valued.
When, therefore, mere novices in divine things ohide those who
are the subjects of fear and disquietude, they betray, to a certain
extent at least, their ignorance of themselves, and their want of
a becoming sense of the believer's real oondition as a stranger
and a pilgrim here, and as called to wage a ceaseless warfare
with" the world, the flesh, and the devil."
Did not the Apostle testify that "without were :fightin~s and
within were fears"? Yea, and, in his counsel to the Philip~
pians, did he not say, "Work out your own salvation with featand trembling, for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of His good pleasure"? Moreover, was not the advice
of Peter i:1 perfect harmony with that of his brother Apostle,
where he says, "Be ready to give a reason of the hope that is
within you with m('('lwcs8 ((ud fear"? Such is the position of a
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·child of God, whilst he is what he is and where he is, as to leave
not the veriest ground for carnal confidence, much less a vain,
fleshly boast. He is perpetually exposed to danger. He is in
the midst of foes whilst on pilgrimage, and the most formidable
foe of all is that '/J)ithin-ever ready to betray him-ever ready
to join the great enemy of souls in his onslaught against the
God his better nature loves, the Bestower of all his mercies, and
the Maintainer of the divine and imperishable life He had
.sovereignly implanted.
But, in immediate connection with our subject, we find that
the Lord's people are not only commanded to "lea)' not," but
they are likewise exhorted to be glad. Here, then, is a totally
different state of things. Observe the language-" Be glad, then,
ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He
hath given you the former rain moderately, and He will cause to
come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain
in the first month" (Joel ii. 23).
Now, this embraces a most glorious and soul· cheering truth.
In allusion to the rain at seed-time, and just again before harvest,
as identified with Eastern climes, we have a precious setting forth
of what the Lord does for His people in a spiritual or Gospel
sense. At their calling, or conversion, or translation out of the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His dear Son, He
pours upon them showers of blessing from on high, or He
visits them with the dews of heaven, so that their souls are
nourished and fertilized in a most glorious, refreshing, .sin-subduing, world-vanquishing way. Under this sweet and heavenly
influence they rise, for a time at least, above all the allurements,
attractions, and vanities of earth. Their affections are indeed set
upon heaven and heavenly things. The world and its associations
<lease to draw off or allure. The prevailing condition of the soul,
at this hallowed season, is"Far from my thoughts, vain world, be gone;
Let my religious hours alone! "

They can indeed sing, in regard to their then present state and
condition"When Jesus, with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast,
My doubts subside, my fears remove,
And I'm completely blest."

But ah! this state of things-this first love-is but of short
duration. The sweeter, the shorter,. the more blessed, so much the
'more brief. The recruit is not long to merely assume or practise
the soldier upon parade. He is designed for service, and that
service involves not merely self-denial, but toil, labour, peril.
He must know what walfa)'e is. His outgoing to the battle-field,
or his embarking upon foreign service, is a very different thing
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to his rd!wn. Mark the ohange of oountenanoe before and ajtel'
warfare. How sobered, subdued, silenoed, the latter state, as set
against the former! How indisposed to pride or self-gratulation
now, as oontrasted with his first appearanoe in regimentals!
Ah! to spiritualize this state of things, how humble, how meek,
how little disposed to talk, muoh less to boast, is the soldier of
the oross, after being oalled to a little sharp oonfliot with his
deadly foes, self, sin, and Satan! Eager as he was to try his
skill before-anxious as he might have been for the testing and
trying of his faith-ready as he was to go forth in the servioe, and
to fight under the banner, of Immanuel-oh, how different his
estimate of the strength of the enemy and his own weakness and
frailty to what it was ere the battle began!
THE LATTER RAIN SURE TO FOLLOW THE FORMER RAIN.

However, in spite of all this, and whether the oonfliot was to
last a longer or a shorter period, there is a most graoious promise
vouohsafed. As there wal: a former (or first) rain, so the Lord has
pledged Himself that there shall be a latter rain. There was rain
at seed-sowing; there shall be rain at harvest.
Now, dear reader, we wish, as the Lord may enable, to dwell
a little upon this. First, observe, we have the Lord's promiseyea, His pledge-yea, His oath-His own oovenant "will" and
" shall." "He will oause to oome down for you the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. And the
floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine
and oil." These are to be the fruits and eneots of the former
and the latter rain.
Well, then, as the former or early rain was to warm and nourish
the seed, as just sown in the earth, so as little by little it should
take root, expand, and gradually gain strength, the latter rain was
to bring forth to perfeotion, and to fit the preoious grain to be
transferred from the ground to the floor 01' the flat. This after-visit
was to revive, replenish, renew!
Old assooiations and sweet
refreshings, in a spiritual point of view, were to attend these latter
rains or after-showers. The Lord breaking in afresh with His
« fear nots," His renewed assuranoes, His fresh pledges of love and
meroy. He puts into praotice His own blessed word-" Ye now
have sorrow, but I u:ill see you agal:n, and ?/Oltr heart shall ?'fjoice;
and your joy no man taketh from you." He oomes again, as
He did to J aoob, with His "I am the God of Bethel, where thou
anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto Me:
now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land
of thy kind.red" (Gen. xxxi. 13). Again, He says, "I am God,
the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I
will there make of thee a great nation: I will go down with thee
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into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and
J oseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes" (Gen- xlvi. 3, 4).
Tho Lord has His own peculiar way, as well as His own special
times, for reappearing to His troubled-l-Iis doubting, fearing-ones;
and, where there has been the previous knowledge of Himself and
His dealings, He so manifests Himself, and so opens out His own
gracious mind and will, as to r-atify and confirm His previous
dealings. Here He so distinctly and so blessedly acts as the
Remembrancer, and thus acting as the Remcmbrrmcer, He becomes
the Reviccr, the Restater.
Now, the experience of the dear people of God, in every age
and in all times, proves the fact we are seeking to lay before the
reader. Perhaps when, according to feeling and apprehension, they
seem to be at the very lowest ebb, and least able to realize the
Lord's presence and the putting forth His own divine power on
their behalf, He most graciously and unexpectedly, but not less
effectually, appears afresh-whispers anew some of His old and blessed
assur-ances-speaks home to the heart that precious word, " £ am the
God of Bethel," and with that simple declaration brings up, as
in a moment, the clearest and most comprehensive review of all
the way by which He has led through and amid all the ohanging
scenes of the wilderness, and in connection with the many enemies
and desperate foes with whom they have been called to contend.
Whilst just glancing upon this subject of the retrospect, we
would have the reader consider two passages, as blessedly bearing
upon it. The Psalmist's exclamation, on the one hand, "Thou
hast known my soul in adversities." Christ's so touching inquiry,
upon the other hand, "Have I been so long time with you, and
yet hast thou not I.-nom! Me, Philip?"
With this review, so completely under the direction and control
of the Holy Ghost, as the RemembranceI', there has been a
kindred declaration with that of the Apostle Paul, who, in the
retrospect of his trials and his exercises, said, "Out of them all
the Lord delivered me." Yea, more-out of that very retrospection and its result sprang up a prospective blessing, for he
adds, "Yea, and the Lord shall deliver me out of every evil work,
and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom, to whom be
glory for ever. Amen."
REVIEWB ATTENDED WITH RENEWALS A~D REFRESHINGS.

Now, dear reader, we appeal to your experience, as to these
j'cvivals and j'enewals! Have you not found, at certain times and
seasons, when perhaps you have been most depressed, in greatest
perplexity, and least able to see the Lord's hand or to understand His dealings, one glimpse of His own lovely and loving
countenance-one whisper from His own tender lips-one "Fear
not" from His ac.ored and adorable Self, has rectified all as in a
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moment? "The crooked has been made straight," the "rough
places made plain," in the twinkling of an eye, and exultingly
you have, at least mentally, exclaimed, "This is my Beloved, and
this is my Friend, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem!" Where were
dark and dismal forebodings then ?-where the" How this? " or the
"Whence that?" Where the gloomy array of the dread scenes
looming in the near future then? How all has been instantaneously changed for the
"And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me, to put me to shame 1
" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

Ah! how has hope sprung up under such circumstances, and
how joyously have you exclaimed, "The Lord liveth, and blessed
be my Rock; and let the Goel of my salvation be exalted! "
"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

Moreover, beloved, has there not been, with these renewed and
reviving experiences, a larger, fuller, more blessed discovery of the
fact that the previous strange, mysterious, and unaccountable pathway-or ratb.er, its attendant circumstances-has only made way
for the fuller and more blessed discovery of the Lord's divine allsufficiency, as well as for His equally divine faithfulness? In connection with the fact that "you had not gone this way heretofore,"
there was the discovery of the Lord still leading, and His yet
all-sufficient hand.
He had not done with you, nor had He
exhausted His reSOU1'ces. He was only adopting this seemingly
strange and as yet inexplicable course for the purpose of unfolding that precious verity, "Thou shalt see greater things than
these," and "Hitherto ye have asked nothing in My name: ask
and receive, that your .loy may be .full." "Open thy mouth wide, and
I ~l'ill fill it."
Surely it was the recognition of this state of
things that prompted the .~postle to exclaim, "Forgetting the
things that are behind, I reach forward to those that are before,
towards the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
When a father, in a way of business or otherwise, has been
separated from his family, how special is his delight, in returning
home, to take with him this and that token of remembrance of
the loved ones he had left behind; and, after the first greeting, he
opens out and distributes the presents he had brought with him,
alu'ays rC8(rvillg the z,est to the last! Now, that is just what God
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our Father does! He rcvels (we speak it with reverence) in
surprises! Ife delights to give pleaslwe. He reJoices in the reJoieinrJ8 of His people. It affords Him unspeakable satisfaction
when, as He opens this and that treasure and bestowment of
His loving hand, He sees the thankfulness and the joy and the
heavenly rapture that is enkindled thereby, thus confirming that
precious Scripture, "He that offereth praise glorifieth Me." And
in these surprises-these astounding and altogether unmerited
gifts-we maintain the Lord will deal on and on and on even
to the end, until "He brings forth the top-stone with shoutings
of Grace, grace unto it! 'J
When the Prophet Elijah was so depressed-and that, moreover, directly after such a marvellous display of divine condescension, compassion, and power on his behalf-as to request that
he might die, for "what was he better than his fathers?" how
little idea had he of the marvellous mercies and the astounding
succour and deliverance that awaited him! How little did he
imagine that, instead of his dying in the ignoble way which he
wished and proposed to do, he was not only not to die at all,
but to be translated in a more marked and striking manner than
even his blessed Lord and Master, in still later day! True it is
that He rose by His own absolute power, and in the lawful
exercise of His own omnipotent strength and divine right and
all-sufficiency. Still, even in regard to that marvellous triumph
over sin, death, hell, and the grave, we do not read, as in Elijah's
case, of horses of fire and a chariot of fire. And was not
this a new state of things in regard to the Prophet? Had
he, throughout his so strange and remarkable experience, seen or
known aught of the kind? And was it not ample ground for
his own pers~nal admiration and gratitude? And mark, all this
so soon following, and was so in connection with, his own previous sorrow, depression, and dark and gloomy forebodings. Not
that we would even appear to imply that such was the meritoriolls cause or inducement for the display of such grace and
love and power upon the part of J ehovah. By no means; but
rather the contrast was thereby the more clearly and blessedly
to be seen. The purpose, power, and unchangeable character of
J ehovah was, by such means and so divine an intervention, the
more clearly and undoubtedly to be seen, and the record thereof
to be handed down to each and every after generation.
Why, believer, rather than that the Lord should sully His
character, forego His purpose, forfeit His word, and forsake you,
His adopted one-rather than leave you to the caprice of Satan,
or the triumph of death and the grave-He would repeat the
miraculous mercy, and send afresh His chariot of fire and His
fleetest steeds to convey you to the skies and into His immediate presence! Yea, that He would! He will never be baffled
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by all the powers of darkness, nor let any enemy, satanic or
human, triumph over Him.
"His promise is 'Yea' and (Amen,'
And never was forfeited yet."

No, nor ever will be.
" Engraved as in eternal brass,
The glorious promise stands."
"The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
THE TESTIlY£ONY OF AN OLD BELIEVER.

. Well do we remember a long-glorified one once saying to us that,
the Lord's dealings with him-and he lived beyond his
three-score years and ten-it had alwa.ys been an upgoing! It
had uniformly been promotion! He had been led on from the
less to the greater! Now, this was in sweet conformity with that
precious portion, "The path of the just is as the shining light,
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day." As in
nature, so in grace. It may be that, after a dark or gloomy day,
the clouds clear away, the sky appears, the sun bursts forthyea, and so tinges the whole horizon with his beauteous rays
that what was before threatening, or an object of dread, becomes
radiant with glory. The clouds, piled one upon another, are so
tinged with the brightness and the beauty of the great luminary
of the day, that they seem to bespeak his traversing his on ward
way to scenes of inconceivable grandeur. This, we repeat, does
but imperfeotly represent the prospect and the real condition of the
departing saint. Whatever may have been his previous fears-however dark, dismal, or seemingly dubious his course, especially
as he draws near to its close-the character of his God-His
covenant engagements, and His uniform conduct in regard to His
people-all go to prove that the end sltall be-yea, must be-well!
The truth must, to all intents and purposes, be verified, "Mark
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end"-mark,
"the end "-" tlte end "-" of that man is peace." It i·s so. It
must be so. By no means can it possibly be otherwise. There
And why?
shall be the latter, as there was the former rain:
Because of the character and the covenent of J ehovah, as just
stated. Because He has an unalienable interest and a divine property
in His people, they being His precious treasure-His jewels-His
inheritance. Because they are one with Him, and He is one
with them. Hence, upon these varied grounds-His property,
His promise, His pledge-they must be "brought off more than
conquerors, through Him that hath loved them."
Hence, beloved, nothing can militate against-much less. ncuIII
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tralize-that great and glorious truth, "And My people sltall never
be ashamed." Therefore, we may step over the threshold and enter
upon all the unknown scenes of a new and altogether untrodden
year, with this precious truth inscribeil upon the banner of that
gloI:ious Emmanuel in whose service we have been privileged to
engage, "And My people shall never be ashamed."
A

WORD ABOUT OURSELVES.

Dear reader, in closing this first article for a year the end or
which it is highly probable we shall not live to see, we feel that
a few special words are d:le to you upon the strong ground which
we have just taken up in our most thorough and altogether undoubted conviction that it shall be-yea, that it must be-well
with the righteous. It may seem to stand in contradiction to
those fears, shrinkings, disquietudes (especially with respect to the
article of death) which we oftentimes express. We can quite
understand this appearing strange and contradictory, espeoially to
those who have not as yet been much exercised in regard to,
the trial of faith. Such may very naturally reason thus-'; Why,
it does seem strange that the Editor should write in such very
decided terms as he does with respect to the end or the issue of
all that a child of God meets with, and yet, at times at least, be
in such doubt, and have such grave fears about himself!" We
repeat that this is a very natural question for the untried and
inexperienced especially. To such, therefore, we would remark, in
the first place, that, had we not thus been personally exercised, we
could not enter upon or describe such condition so as to meet the
oases of others. For example, a letter has come to hand, whilst
in the act of writing, which will at once show the need and the
benefit of these personal experiences for "taking up the stumblingblocks" out of the way of others. Let any such inquirer consider the
testimony of the Apostle upon this very suqject, as expressed in
the first chapter of his second Epistle to the Corinthians-" Blessed
be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so
our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual
in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or
whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.
And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that, as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation"
(vel'. 3-7).
The reader will remember, in regard to the Apostle, that the
Lord said, "I will show him how great things he shall sl~ffer
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for My sake." And din any suffer-and that, too, in numberless
ways-as did the Apostle? But were not those very sufferings
productive of the greatest blessing to others? The fact is beyond
all question that service involves stftlering. Of what little use
would a minister be to his fellow-creatures, were he not familiar
with trial or affiiction of some sort! It is his very sl~flerings
which enlist his sympathies. Mark, moreover, the testimony-" Unto
you it is given, on behalf of Christ, not only to believe, but to
suffer for His sake." Well do we remember the words of that
eminent servant of the Lord, the Rev. JOSEPH IRONS. Quoting
the remark of one of his people to us one day, he stated that
she said, "We are sorry, Mr. IRo:ss, for you to be in trouble,
but we always reap the benefit." Of this there is no doubt.
Instrumentally, it drives the minister to his Stronghold. Of
necessity he betakes himself to the throne of grace, and there he
obtains help for himself and a blessing for his hearers.
In the second place, perhaps it behoves us to state, with
respect to that depression of spirits which, we admit, so
prevails throughout our writings, much may be set down to
physical causes.
Not that we, as poor, helpless creatures, can
manage the physical any more than we can control or regulate
the menial. We will, therefore, state the following facts. As a
{)hild, we suffered from great ielicacy of health. An early attack
of scarlet fever brought us very low, and it was thought that
we should follow to an early tomb a dear sister who, after a
long illness, succumbed to the same dire malady. Some years
after that, and ere we were out of our teens, a madman, mistaking
us for some one else, attempted to stab us. The open knife which
he was in the act of thrusting at us reached within a few inohes
of the chest. So sudden and altogether unexpected was the attack
that, for the moment, we lost consciousness. This was succeeded
by violent headaches, for which we were bled year after year.
A fall from a horse, some time after, produced slight concussion
of the brain. Then, for many years, we were a martyr to rheumatic gout, which, as the subjects of that most painful malady
only too well know, is attended-especially just previous to the
attacks-with deep depression of Spi1'itS. Strange to say, however,
that for many years we have never had one of those violent
paroxysms of gout. But no doubt it still adheres to the system,
and produces the sadness and depression which is such an essential
feature of the malady. If youuger men feel it. it is but natural
that the weight of years, with its attendaut infirmities, add iu no
small measure to the Buffering it entails.
It is hoped that these simple facts will help to explain to
the younger and more inexperienced of our readers the "why
and because" of the sadness and depression which they may say so
characterize what we write. It has, however, been remarked that,
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as a set-off, if we sink lower-and low indeed we do sink-we are
privileged to rise higher than those who do not suffer in the
same way of deep, deep depression. Says the poet"The deeper their sorrows,
The louder they'll sing."

Perhaps it may be but fair to ourselves to state that, although
we may touch upon the dark and gloomy, yet not exclusively
so. If we mistake not, notwithstanding the fears expressed
in our writings, there has been likewise the true Gospel ring,
"Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God." We have
often thought it not a little remarkable that, from our earliest
recollection, the fortieth of Isaiah has been our favourite chapter
of the whole Bible, and we trust it has been a leading feature
both in our minis terial and editorial labours.
FAITH THE ANTIDOTE FOR FEAR IN PROSPECT OF DEATH, AS WELL
AS ALL OTHER PROSPECTIVE TESTS AND TlUALS.

There may be-and there are-those who shrink greatly from
the article of de.:ttlt, and recoil at the idea of the cold, cold grave;
but even this makes room for the richer, filller, more blessed
display of the wisdom, the love, the power, the faithfulness, the
divine all-sufficiency of that Almighty One who has declared~
"When though passest through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee."
But, with respect to the subject of death, there is a proneness
in us to overlook one all-important fact, which is, that the believer's walk throughout the whole course of his pilgrimage is by
faith, and not by sight. Hence, in the operation of this great
principle, as in the experience of saints in Bible days, so likewise
in that of the children of God in every age. There has been the
rich display of the wisdom, love, goodness, mercy. and power upon
the part of the Lord, manifested in a total distinctiveness from.
the merely natural or human agencies.
His leadings have been
special. His interposing hand and delivering mercy so timely,
effectual, and Pathei-like, that the recipient of so much mercy
has been compelled from time to time to exclaim, "This is the
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in mine eyes."
Dear reader, we appeal to you. Have you not had interpositions and deliverances in your little history, so marked, sc}
gracious, so unquestionable, that you could not-you dare notattempt to ascribe it to aught else but the Lord's own merciful
and kindly interposing goodness, wondrous love, and delivering
mercy? Such succour and such deliverance has been altogether
supernatural-yea, at times and seasons, little less than miracu-
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lous! It has been such as to confirm the dear name "the Wonderful," as "wonderful in counsel and excellent in working."
.Moreover, it has been so establishing and reassuring, in the conviction that the Lord had a special interest in, and was working in a special way on your behalf. Hence, for the time being,
you could but wonder, admire, and adore. Your great grief,
under the circumstances, was, that you should ever after fear, doubt,
or call in question. You thought·- and thought justly, too-that
such conduct, upon your part, was so unworthy, after so much
love, tenderness, and care being exercised on your account.
But now, here is the idea upon which we wish to dwell, in
the closing up of our remarkB. If such has been the character
of the Lord's dealings, throughout our pilgrimage, in opening out
the nature and operations of faith, and that in such an evervarying, but, at the same time, so effectual a way, why should
we for a moment indulge the thought that the divine resources
are exhausted, and that the Lord God Almighty will not be able
to continue to display the like wisdom, love, and power in the
dosing up of our career? When this self-same almighty and
all-gracious One had brought Israel so effectually out of
Egypt, was He at a loss to complete their deliverance, even
though they were hemmed in by impassable mountains on either
side, the Red Sea before them, and the wrathful Egyptians in
their rear? After their forty years' wanderings in the wilderness, and when they stood by the Jordan, "which overfloweth its
banks all the time of harvest," did the Lord J ehovah at length
suffer defeat because of that Jordan? Facts, both in the one
-case and the other, furnish the answer.
In like manner, beloved, is our Gal at a loss to meet, on our
'behalf, the emergency attendant upon the closing up of our wil·dernass career? Will He be at a loss to fulfil the promise aforenamed-" When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee"? Shall He be frustrated in
His purpose-" 0 death, I will be thy plagues.. 0 grave, I will
be thy destruction. Repentance shall be hid from Mine eyes"?
Will He be at a loss, in your case, believer, to enable you to
exclaim, as did the Apostle prospectively, and subsequently
triumphantly, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where iR
thy victory?
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, whicb giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"?
Now, in conclusion, from our inmost soul we believe that, as
the Lord has ever been wont to sW1Jl'ise and astound His dear
people, all through their pilgrimage, by the strange but so
timely and effectual mode of His delivering mercy, goodness,
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and love, so, in like manner, He will astound and surprise them,
at the close of their career, by the calmness, the peace, the satisfaction, the joy, with which they shall finally shout, "Victory,
victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
Reader, we may-and doubtless shall-still have our shrinkings and our sinkings in the flesh, as we contemplate the
severance of flesh and spirit: yet, notwithstanding, at the moment
of writing, we believe (we see not, we feel not, yet, at this moment,
we believe) we shall realize, blessed be His name, what we have
often united in singing at our little prayer-gatherings" We hope to die shouting
'The Lord will provide!'"
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, November 9th, 1887.

A TALK WITH THE LITTLE ONE.
BY A BLIND MOTHER.

"OH, mother, dear mother, say when
will you come,
Rejoicing with me in my heavenly
home?
Its beauties and glories are all passing
fair;
Oh, when will you come, and my happiness share? "

"I know it, my loved one, I know it
is true,
And delight in the happiness purchased
for you;
He who ransomed your soul has
delivered from woe,
.
And made the full cup of His love to
o'erHow."

"I've longed to be with you, sweet
vein of my heart;
I've longed to be with you, ne' er more
to depart;
But I must 'be still' till our Jesus
shall call,
Then, then, may I rise triumphant o'er
all."

"But, mother, dear mother, when
borne from your sight,
'ro worship my God as an angel of
light,
I saw, and I longed your sad grief to
assuage,
And with whispers of peace your fond
heart to engage."

" Oh, mother, sweet mother, your love
was so dear;
But that of my Saviour has dried every
tear!
He leads me to rivers of waters most
bright,
And I evermore joy in the Fountain
of light."

"I know it, my loved one; I felt thou
wert near,
The desolate heart of thy mother to
cheer;
And He who has made thee a cherub
so fair,
Spoke the sweet word of healinO", and
saved from despair. "
'"

"Well, mother, my mother, our spirits are one;
While you are on earth, I am nearer the throne;
Redeemed at one price, before long may we meet,
And cast our bright crowns at Emmanuel's feet."

Ipswich.
-------------

DIVINE

heart.

A. C.

teaching makes a man acquainted with the evils of his
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"FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST."

"Zacharias was jilled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied."-LuKE i. 67.
WE commence the New Year with one uppermost desire. We have
already quoted it-that we may be "filled with the Hol,1J Ghost." Do
you join us in that desire, dear reader? I am sure you do, if you are
the Lord's child of grace. It is a great desire, a grand desire, a,
glorious desire. Without its fulfilment, our prophesying aLld teachings
will be in vain, ann our experience barren.
o God, at the onset of Thy fresh leadings, fill our souls with the
power and unction of the Holy Ghost! Reveal unto us the things of
Christ, that "the Day-spring from on high" may so shiRe upon our
pathway and into our souls that, grasping our staff, we may cheerfully
press onwards in the ups and downs of life, drawing nearer and nearer
to the eternal home.
Mark, then, with us the desire of our hearts, as we thus step
onwards-that I may be "jilled with the Holy Ghost."
The absence of
this power and unction is at the root of all the errors of the day. Be
it Romanism, Ritualism, revivalism, free-willism, or any other "ism,"
all such is of the creature, and not of the Holy Ghost. I am satisfied
that, however fair the pretence, the Eternal Father and the Eternal
Son wiU not accept anything that does not honour the Holy and
Eternal Spirit. The Three Persons are co-eternal and co-equal, and
must be acknowledged and adored.*
And, with this fact upon one's mind, it would not be unprofitable
to dwell for a few moments on the Personality of the Holy Ghost, for
really, we live in such perilous times that it is necessary to go over,
and insist upon, the fundamentals of our faith.
Upon our point, then, be it remembered that the Holy Ghost is
declared by the Prophet Isaiah to be "the Lord," and that He is distinctly described as "the Gift of God "-that Peter declared to Ananias
that he had "lied unto the Holy Ghost," recognizing thus His
Personality-while we read of the Third Person speaking unto the same
Apostle, and telling him that three men sought for him-that the
other apostles. were separated and sent forth to preach the Gospel by
the Holy Ghost, while they were forbidden by Him to preach excepting
where He led them j and that some of them, chosen by Him, were
made" overseers by the Holy Ghost over the Church of God." And,
if we wanted to pursue the subject, we could tell of the Holy Ghost
being the "Giver of life," working according to His own will-that
He reproves, comforts, helps, teaches, guides, and sanctifies Christ's
people. Surely this is enough to show allY but the wilfully blind
that He is God the Holy Ghost, possessing all the attributes of God,
the eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient One-the Father
« Brother, we are sure that these all-important verities cannot bc too strongly
insisted on, in these momentous days.-ED.
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,eternal and almighty; the Son eternal and almighty; and the Holy
Ghost eternal and almighty. The Father is God, the Son is God, and
the Holy Ghost is God; and yet there are not Three Gods, but One
God. Thus is perfected the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity, a
faith's grasp of which is essential to our spiritual well-being.
Having thus somewhat cleared the ground in the way of doctrine,
let us come to the Scriptural narrative that tells of one being "jilled
with the Holy Ghost."
In the days of Herod, the king of Judrea, there lived a worthy
couple, Zacharias and his wife Elisabeth. They were both righteous
before God, walking in His commandments and ordina.nces blameless.
They had no child, and were both well stricken in years.
Now, as the old man was carrying out his duties in the priest's
office in the temple, "there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord,
standing on the right side of the altar of incense." Zacharias at the
sight was greatly troubled, and fear fell upon him; but the angel bade
him "Fear not," for Elisabeth, his wife, should have a child, that they
should' call his name John, that they should have joy and gladness;
and many should rejoice at his birth. No wonder that the dear old
man should desire a sign, for the promise seemed incredible. Oh,
what faithless beings we are, like many who have gone before us ! We
cannot take the promises of God as given, and forget that all things
are possible with Him; but we want to call in the visible. Well, the
Lord did give him a token indeed, and it seemed to come in the way
of punishment, for he was afflicted wi,th loss of speech till the day
that the thing promised should be performed, because he believed not
the words of the angel.
Oh, beloved, what a lesson is here for us! Why does God permit
this trial and the other affliction to befall us ~ Did it ever occur to
us to trace it to unbelief in some promise He has given us, and should
we not earnestly desire an increase of faith to trust in the Lord ~
Now, the people were astonished that the old priest remained so
long in the temple, but, when he came out to them, he could not
speak, and remained speechless.
Well, the course of events ran on, and, when Elisabeth's full time
had come, the promise of the angel Gabriel came to pass, and she
brought forth a son. Neighbours and friends wanted the child named
after the father, but the mother answered and said, "Not so, but he
shall be called John"; and the old priest bade them fetch a writingtable, and wrote, saying, "His name is John," and immediately "his
tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God." Now was the old saint
"filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied." Precious endowmentglorious filling from above!
It must be interesting and important to note his outpourings under
such divine unction and power. Well, the favoured saint first bursts
forth in adoration of soul to Him and of' Him who is the Object
uppermost in his thoughts, blessing Him as "the Lord God of Israel,
who hath visited and redeemed His people," and raised up for them so
mighty a salvation. This he traces as according to divine prophecy and
the covenant of grace, resulting in their being saved, delivered, and
kept all the days of their life. And then most significantly he puts
C
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his own child, given him under the circumstances related, in his proper
place-" And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest,for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord [mark the expression,
'the face of the Lord '], to prepare His ways "-His harbinger, to
point to Him as the true Messiah, the Lord of glory, as "the Dayspring from on high," who hath visited this earth to "give light to,
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our
feet into the way of peace." How sublime! What gracious and
glorio'us truths, sung in the churches of our land every Sabbath
morning throughout the year! But why not preached-why not proclaimed-why not understood 7 Just because the people and preacher
are not "filled with the Holy Ghost." They have "a name to live,"
but are dead, therefore the song, so full of life-giving truths, is only
sung in outward formality, without the power.
But there is one expression in it so precious that we must not pass
it by without comment. It is, "The Day-spring from on high hath
visited us." Christ" the Dcty-spring." Dear Dr. HAWKER says, "Pause,
my ,soul, over the sweet thought." Ah! his pauses are very precious.
His 'teachings may be old divinity, but it is the ever-new outpourings
which a living child of grace can drink into with joy and rejoicing of
spirit. vVell, the dear Doctor goes on, "It was all darkness in the
creation of God until Jesus arose, and His coming was as the breaking
forth of the'morning, the sure harbinger of day. Indeed, Jesus was the
Day-dawn and the Day-star in the light of redemption, before the wprld
was formed. His Word, His providences, His grace, His ordinances,
all are dark' until Jesus ariseth as the Day-dawn and Day-star to
enlighten them. When He shines in upon them, then are they blessed
and 'clear." And then he bl'ings it down to the 'hearts of God's
people.:-all dark till He shines within. But there I feel that I am
spoiiliilg his hallowed train of thought. Do, reader, get the Doctor's
"Evening Portions," and read for yourself-the one for October 12th.
If you have not got the book, do procure it, for no Christian hou,sehold should be without this invaluable treasury of soul thought and
tracings.
,
But, upon the subject, there is a very striking passage in the Book,
of Job, xxxviii. 12, 13. They are the Lord's own words to His tried
and' afflicted servant. He says" "Hast thou commanded the morning
sinc'e' thy days, and caused the day-spring to know his place, that it
might take hO,ld of the ends of tIle earth, that the wicked might be
shake,h" out df it 7" This is the point we would refer to. "'The Day- '
spri'rlig from 0;D: high" tak~ng, hold of the' very ends of the earth, and
this experimentally and personally, ,for does <not' every child 'of G'oOJ
feel that he has been taken from the very ends of the earth-that' he
was !as far from God' as Satan could drive him, in his dll-Ys',' of
unregeneracy 1 I know there are some who would teach us t,hat s,uch
an 'expression ,has reference to the vilest and most profligate and
wicked on the face of the earth. Ah! well, he who feels his sinnership' will count 'himself as t l1ken from "the ends of the ear£h," and
wiU>'feel, with'the Apostle, "Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I ctm chifj" And again, "To me, who am less than
all saints, is this grace given." Such will feel the mercy and goodness
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of Him who has had." the Day-spring from on high" taking hold of
him who was, as it were, at the very ends of the earth.
But then it may be said, "The case you have given of Zacharias
being 'filled with the Holy Ghost' is exceptional, and was under
extraordinary circumstances; and we ordinary beings cannot expect
such divine manifestations." Why not 1 Peter was "filled with the
Holy Ghost," and what was he but a poor, erring, failing creature like
ourselves 1 Again, Paul was "filled with the Holy Ghost," and he
had been filled with enmity to the Lord. Stephen and J olm were
"filled with the Holy Ghost "-yea, and three thousand mixed
characters, but all subdued by divine grace, were "filled with the
Holy Ghost" at one time. The desire, therefore, is not presumptuous,
and not so transcendent that we may not crave it. And we do crave it,
the better to enable us to go forth and battle with life's ailments and
difficulties-the better to enable us to live out amidst ungodly surroundings the life of faith and trust in Christ. This, then, brings us
to the personal realization of the gift and grace desired.
J/Vhen we open OU1· Bibles, what need we have to be "filled with the
Holy Ghost"! And what a difference it is when He shines upon the
sacred page! "All Scripture is given by inspiration," that is, if it is
to profit, reprove, and instruct. And what for 1 Nat to edify the
carnal mind, but that the man of God may be profited thereby. And
how, again and again, does the whole Gospel appear, as it were, in a
nutcshell, only we want that nut-shell opened out by the Holy Ghost.
So, again, in a little portion the vital points of our salvation will be
wrapped up, only we want the Holy Spirit to unwrap them, and seal
home experimentally the truth of the Gospel aud the vital points of
our eternal salvation; so that, really to understand and realize the
Bible, there must be two things-the Holy Spirit's unfolding, and the
Holy Spirit's sealing; then will follow the Holy Spirit's enriching.
And then, if we are called by God in any way to ministe1' £n holy
thwgs, what need of tMs gmcious filling of the Holy Gho,st I And is it
not for this reason that God's faithful ministers are so anxious an,1
burdened about the Word 1 Oh, how they call for, and crave tlH~
influence of, God's blessed Spirit! "Power, Lord, power from abovfl ! "
is their cry, for they know how helpless they aro without divine power,
and what an pmpty and vain thing is service without the presence of
the Holy Spirit. And then, when that power and influence art' given,
how different! What outflowings and inflowings are realiz.ed! Whltt
melting of heart! Oh, it makes all the difference, both with minister
and people, does this gracious filling of the Holy Ghost! ,y.
We .have seen how Zacharias, when "filled with the Holy Ghost,"
pointed to and proclaimed fully Christ,. and herein is involved a grent,
truth. Men-made preachers are not imbued with the Holy Ghost, alld
therefore they pnt things in the place of Christ. It is flesh-pleasing to
do so, but it is not of the Spirit. This is the grave objection we have
to harvest decorations and the varions vagaries which are now going
on in the churches and chapels of our land. Pretty devices, fruits and
---.. Indeed it does, brother. The present is uommonly called" the dispensation of
the Holy Ghost." We question, notwithstanding, if the Holy Ghost were eyer
less honoured than now.-Eo.
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flower:;, palm trees and the like, all lead away the thoughts from Him who
should be the "All and in all" of our worship. A man imbued with
the Spirit of God from on high needs no such carnal aids to wOTship.
He wants to look direct to Jesus, and will disdain all other aids than
that of the Holy Spirit.
And we are reminded here of what was the great aim of our Lord's
teaching and preaching. Surely it was to lead off men's minds from
the temporal to the spiritual, and to show completely how His kingdom
was a spiritual kingdom. Take an instance of this that occurs to us
at the moment. The qnestion is put to Him, "Why do the disciples
of John and of the Pharisee!; fast, but Thy disciples fast not 1" Jesus
at once proclaims the spiritual. He said unto them, "Can the children
of the bed·chamber fast while the bridegroom is with them 1 As long
as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast." He did not
mean fasting of the body, but a spiritual fasting and deprivation, which
they could not feel as long as He was present with them, but which
they should when He should be absent. Many other proofs of our
point might be drawn from the Scriptures of truth.
What we want, then, is, in reading and preaching the Word, to
gmsp at the spi1·it1Ial .. and this we shall only do as the Holy Spirit
shall unfold and reveal a precious Christ, and the precious things that
pertain to His everlasting kingdom. Alas! how little we hear of
the work, and power, and need of the Holy Ghost in the present day!
That is a solemn charge which God brings against the unfaithful shepherds-that they give His people to drink of that which they have
fooled with theiT feet. Yea, the pure water of the ever-flowing Word of
truth is fouled by human inventions and creature doings, and the
panting, craving, thirsting sheep come away disappointed and worried.
And this fouling of the wate?' is going on to such an excess in the day
in which we live. The doctrines of grace are being ignored-the good
old truths of the Gospel explained away as not suitable to the present
advanced age-and even many of the old sterling hymns are supplanted by others of a trashy revival character which is heart-sickening.
Well, our comfort is, "the Lord Teigneth," and His promise is,
"Behold, I will search My sheep and seek them out. I will deliver
them in the dark and cloudy day." It is, Lord, now a "dark and
doudy day." Be Thou our Help and Source of refreshing, and what
we cannot get from the under-shepherds, who are so unfaithful (if, indeed, they are shepherds at all), may we get from Thee.
We want to be "filled with the Holy Ghost" in OUT approaches to the
tMone (If gmce. Ah! then how different it is! We feel that tenderness of heart which brings contrition of spirit before God, and keeps
us humble, and as nothing in His presence. And then, when He
touches and melts by His divine grace, how sincere our pleadings
become! But how different when formality pervades, and we pray
llecause it is the time appointed, or a so· called duty to perform!
I have often been struck, in the course of one's wanderings, with
th'e tone and power of some unlettered Christian, it may be in a lowly
liut, with plain enough surroundings, yet what precious utterances arc
]loured forth from that wayfaring man! Why is it ~ Just because the
vessel. is full of the Holy Ghost. Oh, I would rather listen to, and
4_. .
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join in, such prayer, than all the fine and sentimental orations calle'd
prayer!
Then, further, if we visit the homes of the sick and dying, what need
we have to be filled with the Holy Ghost," to lead us to say the right
thil~g to meet the case! I must confess that I have felt a fool under
such circumstances, especially where you cannot get at whether there
is a real work of grace in the heart of the prostrate one. And, again,
it is so hard where the response to everything you advance is "Yes:!
Yes! "* and nothing beyond it. I do think and feel that it needs grea,t
grace to say the suitable word in such cases. Well, the Holy Spirit
can set it all right. He can teach, aid, and guide. Of course, when
we talk to, and read to, and pray with, a kindred spirit, and there
is a hallowed response, then do we feel at home j and I have known
times when we have said, concerning our visit at the couch of suffering, "This is none other than the house of God, and the very gates
of heaven."
I have been recently visiting a poor dying fellow-a former member
of my Bible Class, who sent a special request to see me. He has
told others that my visits are looked for and longed for. But why,
for, personally, I felt like a fool in drawing near to his bed-side'~
But, casting myself upon the Holy Spirit, He has given the word
and sealed it home; hence the blessing the poor man has gained.
We want to be "filled with the Holy Ghost" as we go forth, d,ty after
It may be said,
day, to live out the principles ~f OUT most holy faith.
"Surely you do not want to be tUled with the Spirit of God when in
the world, and amidst worldly surroundings 1" Yes, that is just when
we need it most, for to maintain the spirit of the Christian amidst
ungodly surroundings needs much grace-much help from on high.
And, while we need that help to make us to answer sometimes
wisely and well opponents of the truth and ungodly men, you will
understand us, dear reader, when we say that we have need sometimes for the grace of silence. Jesus on many occasions" answered not
a word," and manifested the dignity of silence. It is more telling
ofttimes than talking; and to live out quietly the principles of our
faith has a greater effect than argument and discussion. But it needs
much grace to overcome natural propensities. We shall utterly fail if
we look to the creature. All this makes our experience a matter of
warfare; and the Christian course is not merely one of walking, but
one of fighting. "Fight the good fight of faith."
Some people's religion is a funny religion. It does not square with
the Bible and with its leading at all, yet they are said to be happy
&nd even. Be it so. If we are uneven now, amidst life's conflict and
daily ups and downs in the pilgrim way, a time may come when terror
will seize these" eV6n ones," while those who have weathered and braved
the storms of conflict with sin and Satan shall enjoy, in the prospect
of the heavenly rest, "a peace of mind which passeth understanding."
However, our point is certain-we shall stand in need of much of
the Spirit's help in the daily warfare, amidst ungodly surroundings.
'* Oh, that hateful, meaningless" Yes
mind of the anxious visitor i-En.

~

Yes! "

What misery it leaves in the
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But, again, in times of depression, oh, fm' the comfort and lijtin,q up of
the Holy Ghost / His communications are so joyous. His unfoldings of
Ohrist so precious. "For the kingdom of heaven is not meat and drink,
but righteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost." "He shall testify of
Me," said our Lord. This is what we want, for such testifyings lift one
up above terrestrial things, and we want to be delivered from this
wretched earth-grovelling. We want to live above the little irritating
worries of life. ~, We want to rout and destroy the "little foxes " that
spoil the grapes. vVe want our souls absorbed in the great things of
eternity.'\'
Oh, dear me! when I think of my precious Redeemer, how little all
else appears! To know Him is worth everything. And, reader, you
and I, blessed be God, do know .Him, do we not ~ Mark, then-CC this
is life eternal, to know Him and the power of His resurrection." If
this is our case, depend upon it we are safe for eternity.
And then, is there not, beloved, in connection with being "filled
with the Holy Ghost," the thought of the walk-walking in the Spirit?
I am sure of this, that those who have a heart-experience of the doctrines of grace will be most anxious that the walk should be consistent
with the profession-or rather, possession-that, in this practical aspect,
they may not dishonour the name of their Master, and not prove
unworthy followers of Jesus. Hence their constant cry to be led and
kept, and their craving for "more grace, more grace," to uphold and
'sustain in trying times. And I am certain also that the lives of the
Lord's people, with all their faults and failures, will compare with the
life of the formal professor, with all his loud talk and boasting. '\'
But then it strikes us that this word, "filled with the Holy Ghost,"
might be calculated to discourage some whe feel that they are but
cups of small meaSlll'e, and they may argue, "Oh, I never feel filled
with such a heavenly measure! My experience is so little-my faith
so feeble." All right, dear friend. The cups of small quantity, as well
as of large dimensions, all hang upon and depend upon the one
Eliakim. Small ones are as acceptable to Him as large ones. Indeed,
the lambs are folded close home to His heart of love, even though, it
may be, the sheep go bleating away over the pasture. Little members
of the body are necessary towards its perfection as much as large ones.
All have their proper place, having nourishment ministered, and are
increased with the increase of God, according to His will and purpose,
to bring about His own glory.
.
If we are filled with anything fresh, it drives out that which is
there before. Ah! reader, we want a great deal driven out that is
still within, do we not ~ Vessels of mercy are not free from the
taint of miseries, the taint of. the old nature, the taint of carnal propensities. We need to be kept very near to the Master's side. Lord,
keep us, and so fill us with Thy Spirit that we may live more to Thy
glory. Drive out the spirit of the world. Drive out creature-pride
and self-sufficiency. Drive out vain conversation and frivolous practises.
Yea, drive us so close home to Thee that we may be faithful and
'< The" Yes! Yes!" may well be the response here, upon the part or the Spiritquickened and Spirit-led dear children of God."-ED.
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-close followers of [our. blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist. Grant,
Lord, this desire-thaf we may be so filled with the Spirit as to have
.a,ll else driven out that' would hinder our communion and fellowship
'with Thee.
But we· must gather up the threads of our tracings at this time.
You mark, dear reader, our desire that, at the opening of another year,
we may be "filled with the Holy Ghost." Oh, how much we need it!
What empty, what poor things we are without it!
Well, we have
·seen in the foregoing that the absence of this divine power is at the
,bottom of all the religious vagaries of the day, which are the outfiowings
of a carnal profession, and have insisted upon the Personality and
·power of the Holy Ghost-a fact not much preached in the present
day. Then we have drawn attention to the pregnant Scripture narrative
which brings out the out-bursting of a heart full of gratitude and joy,
showing, under such it divine influence, the precious and important
truths concerning the Messiah that Zacharias points to-truths sung in
the churches of our land every Sabbath, but, alas! how little realized
in the heart! Then, in the personal realization of the Holy Ghost, so
·desirable ,and all-important, we have told how we want to be filled with
His divine unction and power. When we open our Bibles, ah! what
a difference it makes in reading the Word-all the difference between
light and darkness! The same if called in any way to minister in
holy things-what need to be "filled with the, Holy Ghost"! This
is the true aid to worship. We want no other.' 'Further, we have
dwelt upon the need of the same power in approaching a throne of
grace, to make our prayers pointed, personal, and real; as also in
visiting the sick lJ,n,d dying, that, we may say the right word at such a
solemn time. And then we have referred to the need of being "filled
with the Holy Ghost" as we go forth into the world day by day, and
stand amidst ungodly surroundings. And lastly; 'in times of depression
and dejection, how sweet is the comfort. and lifting up of the Holy
Spirit! And all these points bring out that "walking in the Spirit"
which every child of God craves and cherishes, for "they that are after
the flesh do mind the things of the. flesh, but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit."
They tell us that religion is a dull .sort of thing, and Christians a
moping set of beings. Let us be "filled with the Holy Spirit," and
we can tell them a: far different tale. We can tell them of joys they
know nothing about. True, we have our trials; still, we have our
.triumphs. We have our times of depression, yet the precious passage
stands good-" The path of the just is as a shining light, shining more
and more to the perfect day."
The following to the point has much touched me. It is blessedly true" They call it going down the hill when we are growing old,
And speak with mournful accents when our tale is nearly told;
They sigh when talking of the past-the days that used to beAs if the future was not bright with immortality.
" But oh, it is not going down-'tis climbing high~r and higher,
Until we almost see the mansions that our souls desire; .
For if the natural eye grows dim, it is but dim to earth, .
While the eye of faith grows keener to perceive the Saviour's worth."
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Yes, yes, it is so-it is so!
And now, in conclusion, let me say, Oh, I do love that stamp of
man concerning whom it may be said, "You can see by his tone and
temperament, character and deportment, that he is a man full of the
Holy Ghost," and it is the testimony of such men we value.
Well, beloved, my prayer then, at the opening of another year, for
myself and you, is, that the unction of the Holy One, in all His
quickening, comforting, and illuminating power, may be abundantly
realized by us, and that under such influence we may

LEAVE MORE,
LEAN MORE,
LEARN MORE,
LOVE MORE,

AND

LIVE MORE TO CHRIST'S GLORY.
We leave this our New Year's motto with' you, and may God richly
bless you with all new covenant blessings in Christ.
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.

~at!bluDXb~
'.)

fox 1888.

ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
"JESUS

CHRIST,

THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND
AND FOR EVER."
(HEBREWS

xiii. 8.)
D.

A.

TO-DAY,

DOUDNEY,

Vical·.

EMMANUEL, BRISTOL.
"GOD IS FOR ME."
(PSALM

lvi. 9.)

Above me 8a my Protector (Col. iii. 1);
Beneath me aa my Upholder (Deut. xxxiii. 27);
Before me as my Leader (Paa. cvii. 7);
Behind me aa my Rereward (!sa. lii. 12);
Beside me aa my Companion (Paa. xvi. 8);
Around me as a wall of fire (Zech. ii. 5);
Within me aa my life and hope (Gal. ii. 20).

R.

CORNALL,

M.A., Vica.1·.

CHRIST was in the state of a beggar, being ministered untoemptied Himself to nothing, putting all the riches He was worth out
to use-that we might be rich, and have the use of all.
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l}iIgrim :tJltUms.
TRACINGS.
"The Sl1"onghold of the daught(Yr of Zion."-MwAH iv. 8.
THE chapter from whence the above precious portion is taken is replete
with gracious assurance from the Lord of the deliverance of His ancient
people from the hand of their enemies. But, while it is most blessed
to peruse the sacred page, setting forth the Lord's dealings with Israel
of old, yet it is even more precious, in a Gospel sense, to meditate on
the spiritual significance shadowed forth in the gracious promises made
to that favoured nation.
Let us, dear reader; just endeavour to trace out "the daughter of
Zion," and, if the Lord will, endeavour to ascertain if we bear any
resemblance to them, for it is a matter of vital importance, in looking
over the precious promises the Lord has made to His people, whether
we-you and I-are among the characters to whom the promise is
graciously made; and, secondly, to make a few remarks relative to
"the Stronghold of the daughter of Zion."
The first thought presents itself·-" blessed relationship! " The Lord
has graciously called His eternally-loved ones "sons and daughters";
and, because of this blessed relationship, "sends forth the Spirit of
adoption into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Such are said to
be the partakers 'of the divine nature-not abstract Deity,· but that
communicable nature that God the Eternal Spirit imparts to the soul
in regeneration-that great and mighty work without which your
• religion and mine, dear reader, will be found at last but an awful
deception.
Now, this nature is pure and holy, in contradistinction to our union
and relationship to our federal head Adam, which is corrupt, unholy,
and filthy; and the more the soul is brought to realize that" the heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked," and but "as a
cage of unclean birds," the more our hopes will sink within us as to
any hope of appeasing offended justice by the works of the flesh.
But how blessedly the Lord appears in the declaration, "When the
Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion" (Isa.
iv. 4); and, bless His dear and holy name, He does this by-and
only by-the precious blood of His dear Son, the Lord Jesus Ohrist,
who has" opened a fountain for sin and uncleanness "" There is a fountain, filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains."

And not only so, but the Lord is so marvellously kind and gracious
to His sons and daughters, that He not only cleanses them from their
pollution and defilement, but, by His Spirit, He conveys to their
troubled hearts the sweet secret.
" Ah !" says some poor exercised one, "if this be true, I am out of
the secret, for I have never yet, in my conscience, felt the guilt of
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sin removed." Well, beloved, your acknowledgment-CC the guilt of sin "
-is an evidence in y.Qur" favour. You feel it a burden, and the longing desire of your soul is, that the Lord would say to you, as the dear
Lamb of God said to the. woman in the Pharisee's house, "Thy sins
are forg~ven thee"; but she had to wait the set time to favour Zion,
and· so you will, have ,to . do; but

Or, as dear

KENT

" Th~ time of love will come,
TI1a't you will clearly see,
Not "oJl1y' that He shed His blood,
But you will say, 'For me!'"
says-':
.J

" Ne'er had yuu felt the guilt of sin,
Nor sweets of pardoning love,
Unless your worthless name had been
Enrolled to life above."
You may, as yet, only have realized the first line; but, if panting
for a knowledge of forgiveness through the precious, atoning blood of
the once crucified, Lamb' of God, sooner or later, ,the precious promise
made by Him who "is 'not a man, that He should lie; or the son of
man, that He should repent," will be verified in your experience, that
"everyone that seeketh shall find."
Beloved friends have remarked to the writer, "If I could only feel
and know that my sIns were pardoned, I think I should never doubt
again"; but such will yet find, in an experimental way, the truth
recorded by Jeremiah (chap. iv. 31), "The voice of the daughter of
Zion, that bewaileth herself, saying, Woe is me now, for my soul is
wearied because of murderers!" .And many indeed are those who,
while they, through sovereign grace and almighty power, cannot destroy
that eternal life which is "hid with Ohrist in God," struggle hard to
kill those blessed enjoyments and sweet realizations of divine love
which are so precious to those who have "tasted that the Lord is
gracious." Oh, what a murderer is inbred sin to a child of God! A
·deep sense of this made that favoured Apostle Paul cry out, "Oh,
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from this body of
sin and death ~ " "The daughter of Zion" has to prove that "the
carnal mind is enmity against God "-that her" heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked "-but dear KENT .reminds us that
<I

He who feels pollution most,
Defiled throughout by sin,
Will never of his goodness boast,
But mourn the plague within."

Again, unbelief is a cruel murderer against the comfort of "the
daughter of 2ion," even after the soul has been indulged by the sweetest
love-tokens-even after the manifest pardon of sin and transgressionafter being dandled on the knee of everlasting love, and comforted with
the breasts of consolation, when not a doubt has been permitted to
question the reality of an interest in that eternal covenant, "ordered
in all things, and sure." Yet this cruel foe extorts from the sorrowing
soul, "The Lord hath forsaken me ; my Lord hath forgotten me"; or,
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with David, making the inquiry, "Are His mercies clean gone for ever,
and will He be favourable no more ~ "
Beloved reader" Think not of faith so strong,
That shuts all doubting out."

The writer, after well-nigh fifty years' experience of the loving-kindness and tender mercy of the Lord, is sometimes almost in black despair,""
even questioning, like an ungrateful wretch, whether the Lord has ever
done anything for him j and, when sitting with the Lord's dear people,
celebrating the memorial of a dear Saviour's dying love, filled with
fear lest he is eating arid drinking unworthily, looking upon all as dear
children of God but himself. This may meet the eye of some similarly
exercised and plagued with doubts, fears, and misgivings j but cheer up,
beloved! Those severe trials of faith and sorrows of heart make us
renOUllce our own self-righteousness, and cry unto the Lord from sheer
necessity. How true the language of the poet" If to-day He deigns to bless us
'Vith a sense of pardoned sin,
Perhaps to-morrow He'll distress us;
Make us feel the plague within:
All to make us
Sick of self and fond of Him."

So then, dear reader, after all, the sorrows by the way "work for
good to them that love God, who are the called according to Jehovah's
purpose and grace."
But there is one more would-be murderer we will just name among
many others, namely, "the world," its cares, responsibilities, entanglements, relationships, business, disappointments, and many other things
connected with human life. These are sad enemies to "the daughter
of Zion." How the world militates against that spirituality the children
of God desire and long to possess! "Love not the world, neither the
thingfi that are in the world." "If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him," has made the writer tremble. Mixed up
in the busy affairs of time, the mind engrossed-yes, and captivated
too, for the time-one scarcely can tell who and what they are, were
it not for the dear Redeemer's declaration, "I have overcome the
world " j and, bless His dear name, He does so in the souls of His
people now, by drawing their affections again and again from the
perishing things of time and sense, and setting them on things above.
Then they estimate the world, its joys, its gains, its pleasures, and all
concerning it, at their true value-" vanity of vanities."
If our dear Editor will allow, I will resume the subject again.
Meantime allow me to subscribe myself
" A poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is All in all."

Eccles.

w.w.

"Reader, what think you of that? Do you know anything of it in bitter but
blessed experience? " Blessed? " Yes. "'Vhy ?" Because it cuts up creaturereligion root and branch, and makes Jesus the All in all.-ED.
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A LOVING MEMORIAL OF THE LATE REV. SAMUEL
ADAMS, M.A.,
VICAR OF THORNTON WITH llAGWORTH, AND STAN'l'ON-UNDER-BARDON,
LEICESTERSHIRE.
(Continued j1'o1n page 683.)

ANIMATED by the experience of these precious truths, and living, by
the ministration of the Spirit, in communion with a loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, he neither felt his position in the retired village
irksome, nor the absence of society suitable to his tastes a trial. It
gave him pleasure to see any like-minded with himself, but so
thoroughly had he been taught the emptiness of earthly joy, and the
rich enjoyment to be found in living by faith, and studying the Scriptures, that he did not wish for further preferment, or to exchange his
vicarage for a situation, in the opinion of many, more enviable, preferring t.o remain in the place his kind and gracious God had provided
for him, where, without any man daring to make him afraid, he could
declare the whole counsel of his Master and spend his time in His
service.
Often have I seen him in his study poring over his Bible, into the'"
rich stores of which he loved to dig, and the effects of this "tillage
of the poor" brought him a rich harvest, which was manifest to all
around. "Much food is in the tillage of the poor, but there is that
is destroyed for want of judgment." As the former part of this wise
saying of King Solomon was verified in Mr. ADAlIIS, so was the latter.
He had in a marked degree "the spirit of judgment." In his estimate
of himself, as well as of others, he showed true impartiality, and carefully weighed in the unerring balance of truth not only the reasons
for and against any new opinion, but the evidences of divine life in
the soul. He judged (so far as it is possible for fallen man) righteous
judgment, not excluding any in whom there appeared hopeful signs of
a work of grace, nor hastily receiving a testimony without examination.
From the first day that he stood forth as an ambassador for Christ,
to the last time his voice was heard from Thornton pulpit, his doctrine was one and the same. His experience was, of coursp, deeper,
more varied, and more extensive at the end of his course than at the
beginning, but the same truths were dear to him throughout, and the
same Trinity in Unity exalted and extolled as the Source of all good
and grace.
His affection for the experimental teaching of VVILLIAM HUNTIKGTON
and Dr. HAWKER continued unabated to the very last. For these men
he entertained a most sincere affection, and would not tolerate so much
as a hint of anything to their dispraise. He recognized in them the
characteristics of men raised up by God for the nourishment of the
Church in a declining and dark day.
He believed the teaching of the Holy Ghost to have been the same
in all ages of the Church, so far as the work of regeneration is concerned, and he maintained that the "heirs of glory" had ever bpen
taught the same great truths experimentally, namely, the total ruin of
the fall, and recovery therefrolll only by our Lord Jesus Christ. He
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received the teaching of the Apostles as the "sons of God" have at
all times received it, and, with them, he gloried in a full, perfect,
and finished salvation by the Son of the Most High, for the accomplishment of which the Eternal Three bound Themselves in loving
unity, ere the world was made, by an unalterable oath.
It has often been urged against the doctrines commonly called" Calvinian" that their tendency is to produce moroseness and despondency.
In Mr. ADAMS (as in those who have experimentally realized the sweetness of the blood of sprinkling) the cohtrary was evidently the fact.
The daily "going in and out and finding pasture" removed the cause
of either despondency or moroseness. I can witness (for I wa::; favoured
to be with him under different circumstances and at different times)
that he was a cheerful, happy, and contented old man, to whom
declining years brought no sorrow but that incident to increasing
wen,kness, while the hope "full of immortality" cheered and sustained
him in the prospect of leaving earth. Indeed, his conversation, his
prayers, the memorials he has left behind, prove that he longed to
enter into rest, and see his Saviour face to face; and this constant
looking forward to "an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled" made
his temper sweet, and caused his face to wear an expression of calmness and peace. His soul was anchored upon the unalterable Word
of J ehovah, and his pleasure was in communion with the God of
his salvation.
At the critical period of incipient manhood, he was my trusted coun·
sellor and guide. While passing through a course which, in its very
nature, is fraught with temptation and danger, I always found his ear
open, his pen ready to advise, and his heart sympathizing and considerate. He bore with the weaknesses of youth, and, by his bright
example, endeared not only himself, but the doctrines of grace, to my
mind. Imperceptibly he gained upon my heart, so that I would have
iilufl'ered rather than have given him the least pain, and was always
anxious to do whatever I could to please him. His house was my
chosen retreat, and there I learned to venerate and esteem the good
Vicar, and the truth of the Scripture was proved in our case-" If a
man would give the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be
contemned." He loved me as a younger son, and I loved him intensely
and ardently. It was my greatest delight to be in his company, and I
looked upon it as a high privilege to assist him in arranging his books,
or walking with him when he was engaged in the duties of the parish.
Throughout our constant and intimate acquaintance, he never addressed
a harsh or severe word to me, nor did I knowingly ever treat him
otherwise than a loving and dutiful child.
I trust the reader will pardon me here, but my love for him is so
deep that the expression of it will break forth; I cannot restrain it.
Under God, I honestly believe that he was the means of preserving me
from falling into the snare of the devil, both for soul and body. :From
him I first heard "the whole counsel of God," and in him I saw a
Christian who walked humbly with his God.
As I muse on the days which are past, my mind reverts to those
happy Sundays at Thornton, when he ministered there. His prayer in
the tami. -~~mp~e indeed, but heartfelt and supplicatory-ascended from
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a feeling heart, and breathed forth his desires for a blessing from on
high. With what pathos did he pray in the public service, and how
faithfully did he deliver his message, his very countenance, venerable
and grave, attesting his warm desire that his hearers might partake
with himself in the blessings of the Gospel. I shall not readily forget
some of his texts. At Bagworth, in 1866 and 1867, Genesis xxiv. 27 ;
2 Corinthians xiii. 5; and Joshua v. 13. In the latter sermon he
made this remark, which left a great impression upon my mind"The love which passed by millions and fixed upon me is past understanding."
The summer of both these years was very wet. In July, 1866, he
spoke from Hebrews iv. 9-" There remaineth therefore a rest for the
people of God "-a subject very suitable to his feelings and desires,
and, as his parish was an agricultural one, and consequently greatly
interested in the weather, applicable to those amongst them who loved
the Lord God of Israel.
I also accompanied him in June, 18G9, to Sheepshed, where he
preached morning and evening. One of his texts was Psalm lxxxix. 15.
He quoted that incomparable verse" Mercy, good Lord, mercy I ask;
This is the total sum;
For mercy, Lord, is all my suit;
Oh, let Thy mercy come!"
At Ratby, in July, 1R65, he spoke from Colossians iii. 4; and at
Markfield, the next summer, from Acts Y. 31. These texts were fixed
in my memory, as indeed are some others which I heard him speak from
in his own churches.
Mr. ADAMs, both in appearance and, ,teaching, was the very reverse
from priestly. He abhorred the growing assimilation between the clergy
of the Church and the pI1iests of Rome. He regarded himself as a
minister ,of Christ, and his office to be that which, the compilers of the
Prayer Book evidently intended it to be. He considered that the
teaching of the Church was to be gathered from the Prayer Book and:
the Book of Homilies, to which every minister solemnly subscribes at
ordination, ,with which the writings of the compilers should be compared.
No impartial student of history can, after :.t full and, complete investigation of the subject, doubt for a moment what were the views of the
Reformers as a body, b;:>th English and foreign. Their writings, as well
as the Catechisms ,and the notel? plac,ed in the, Bishops' and other
authorized editions of the Bible, together with,the,apologetical writings of
JEWELL, and ROGERs' "Comment on the Articles."-,bo.oks which received
the express approval of, and were sent out by, 'the highest civil and. I
ecclesiastical authority-must, once for all, decide, the question, were
men honest and straightforward.
Mr. ADAl\![S adhered to the plain sense of his Church's teaching, and!
performed the service in the way universally followed at the date of
his ordination, and which had, for a' century or more, been the common
practise, sanctioned by those who admitted him to the ministerial office.
He had, therefore, sound reason on his side when he refused to alter'
or change his mode to suit modern innovation, maintaining that the'
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custom of the Church was more likely to be right than forms borrowed
from a period antecedent to that of King Edward VI.'s reign.
The writer has examined with the greatest care (and the WOI'll,; has
been that of many years) the Book of Common Prayer-firstly, by itself,
and thl?n, when his conclusions were formed and. tested, histories and,
the writings of the Reformers were consulted. Strangely as some may
think, but rationally as is the case, he arrived precisely at the same
conclusions as the late learned Dr. MOZLEY and Dean GOODE, namely,.
that the services of. the Church are drawn up upon a hypothetical plan
-that the Sacramental services must be dealt with upon this principle,.
and viewed in conjunction' with the expressed doctrinal definitions in
the Articles and the Oatechism, and not distorted to expreS3 an entirely
different doctrine. Upon this principle, borne out thoroughly by the
Reformers' teaching, the Prayer Book is harmonious and consistent.
Upon the Sacramentarian hypothesis, one portion contradicts the other.
Little logical arcumen, however, is requisite to perceive the absurdity of'
extracting a doctrine from some words in a devotional office, which,.
being either prayer or praise, Dlay be figurative, and lawfully so-a
doctrine, I say, fundamentally opposed to the declared opinion of' the
Church, stated with the utmost clearness and precision in the Articles.
which Were framed to expre~s the unmistakable belief of the Church of'
England. The materialism of the human mind is so strong, and has.
ever exercised so powerful a swa.y over the religionc of the world, that
men professing Christianity have been led away by it from "the simplicity that is' in Christ" to "beggarly rudiments." Let the definition'
of each Sacrament, as given in plain and bold English, in the Articles
and Catechism, be kept clearly before the eye, and the theory supported
by one or two expressions (for they are no more) in the Baptismal'
office falls to the ground. I ask any reasonable man, Would such
thorough theologians as our compilers have framed a service which was
essentially contradictory to their expressed belief, and that of the great,
bulk of their brethren at home and abroad 1 It is evident that the
devotional services were intended to harmonize with the 'doctrine for-mulatad in the Articles and Catechism.
(To be contim'ed.)

A NEW YEAR'S PET1TION, 188'8.
"

Thot~

:

ad ?nY Hiding-place; Thou shalt prese1've ?ne j1'0?n tJ'ouble; Thou shalt
cO'1npass 1ne abot.t with songs oj delive1·ance. "-PSALM xxxii. 7,

KEEP

us, most gracious Saviour,
In this.nliw coming year;
Hide I!-S bl1nel;'ltl~ Thy shadow;
So llhall we ,know Thou'rt near.

If only Thou wilL draw us
More' closely to Thy side,· ,
And deign to shield and; bless us,
And b,e our cons.tant Guide"

Safe in this world of sorrow,
Safe' in the dallkest hour,
We')l dread no 'sad to-morrow,
Nor ;fear the. tempter's power,

Then shall We learn with meekness·
To walk more patiently;
To prove Thy strength in weakness,.
And lean alone on Thee.
AUNT

Lucy.
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CHANGES.

NOTHING is more self-evident than the fact that we are in a changing
world, and that all know what painful changes are, of some sort or
Qther. Peer or peasant, monarch or subject, things visible and also
things invisible, are all affected by change-aye, and decay too, sooner
Qr later. Personally one frequently mentally exclaims"Change and decay in all around I see;
o Thou who changest not, abide with me!"

Sometimes the ever-changing nature of all mortal things fills the mind
with sadness, as it realizes the impossibility of deriving satisfaction from
them. Everything earthly is mutable and evanescent. In spite of all
attempts to nestle down here, one discovers by experience, and by observation too, that a state or position unattended with changes is not to be
found. From this single fact we are compelled to conclude that perfect
contentment is not attainable on earth. Reminded though we are so
frequently of the utter impossibility of finding rest and peace while here
below, yet how prone we are to act as if it would fall to our lot, some
day or other-at least it is so with me, dear reader. How is it with
you 1 Have you learnt to live daily heeding the exhortation, " Set
your affections on things above, not on things on the earth" (Col. iii. 2),
and, as a consequence, hold things loosely, or is it otherwise with you 1
The writer is bound to confess that he lives, for the most part, far
too much engrossed with the changing, dying shadows of earth. He
finds it such hard work to die to the world, its delusive hopes and
vain prospects. He deports himself often as if he had to live here
eternally, instead of living anticipating his removal from this mortal
scene. My mind, however, has lately been somewhat impressed with
the changing, empty character of all things earthly, and, as a consequence, I have at this time taken up the pen, desiring to commit some
of my reflections to paper, in the hope that they may be of some little
service to my fellow-travellers to eternity.
There are three aspects, beloved, in which we shall look at the
subject under consideration-first, externally; secondly, internally;
thirdly, prospectively. We pray the Lord to guide the heart and pen,
so that sinners may be profited and His name glorified.
The first point, then, beloved in the Lord, is, changes externally.
This suggests at once to. the mind changes of a not very gratifying
description to the flesh, namely, those of a circumstantial nature. How
many a child of God has had to experience adversity after, it may be,
a season of fair temporal prosperity! Formerly they had but little real
anxiety about matters pertaining to the supply of their bodily requirements. The Lord blessed them in their basket and in their store;
providential matters were favourable; and they felt they could say
without misgiving, "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want." They
could not understand a poor fellow-pilgrim, who had realized the sweets
of sin forgiven, having the least doubt concerning the Lord granting
him all needful supplies for the body. They thought, in their prosperity,
that they should never feel any great distrust of the Lord's providence,
even though their circumstances might change for the wor$e, speaking
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after the manner of men. But presently they are put to the test, as
Job of old was. It seems as if Satan, the accuser of the brethren, could
not find whereof to accuse Job of before the Lord on the ground of his
conduct, or the Lord would not ha.ve said to him, "Hast thou considered
My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and
an upright man, one that feareth God and escheweth evil?" (Job i. 8.)
Hence, he accused him of serving the Lord for what he could get by it.
Listen, dear reader, to Satan's subtle insinua~iol1-" Doth Job serve
God for nought 'I" Listen, too, to his admission-" Hast not Thou made
an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath
on every side ~ Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his
substance is increased in the land. But put forth Thine hand now,
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face"
(Job i. 9-11). The Lord, not to gratify Satan's curiosity, or to satisfy his
request, but to try the faith of His servant Job, and to make His
dispensations towards him a blessing to His Ohurch in all after ages,
suffered the base accuser to have control over Job's circumstances for
a season. In a very shor't space of time he sweeps away Job's possessions,
and his children too. Reduced to nothing circumstantially, under the
withering power of the enemy of souls, instead of cursing his Goel, he
actually blesses Him, for we find these words flowing from his lips"Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord." And then it is added, "In all this Job sinned
not, nor charged God foolishly" (Job i. 21, 22). Seeing matters turned
out thus (blessing, instead of cursing, on the part of Job), the devil,
with deadliest malice in his heart, encouraged by his first success, in
obtaining leave from the Lord to do what he pleased with Job's property, HOW appears again, requesting, as it were, permission to have
J ob's person in his hands for a season. After the Lord had passed
once more the same verdict upon His servant and his service as at the
first, Satan says, "Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he giv0
for his life. But put forth Thine hand now, and touch his bone and his
flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face" (Job ii. 4, 5). "Behold,"
said the Lord, "he is in thine hand; but save his life," 01", "only his life."
Forth goes the devil and smites poor Job with sore boils from the sol,:
of his feet unto the crowr. of his head. A mass of putrifying sores,
he takes a potsherd and scrapes himself with it" and sits down in
the ashes, there to bemoan the terrible change in his outwanl
circumstances.
But see! His wife, the partner of his prosperity, draws near. Surely
her mission if! one of tenderest commiseration and loving pity. She
certainly will say something with a view to assuage her husband'.;;
grief. It cannot be that she can forget for one moment the bond subsisting between her and the now poor and afflicted one. Let us heal'
her words, dear reader. They will be worth remembering, assuredly.
Affection of the deepest character will now be breathed forth from her
lips. Her address and her whole bearing will be such as was nevel'
excelled for sympathy of the most noble and womanly kind. She
speaks to her husband, and says, "Dost thou still retain thine·
integrity ~ Ourse God, and die"; OJ', as some render the words, "bless
D
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God, an.d die." Poor Job! Instead of his wife being a help to him
now, she was a plague. Instead of comforting him under his adversity,
she taunted him with her "Dost thou still retain thine integrity 1 "
for it seems as if bel' words might be very well rendered, "The
sooner you are out of this plight the better. It is better to die than
to live in such circumstances as you are now."
How nobly Job
replied to her! "Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.
What! shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil 7 In all this did not Job sin with his lips" (Job ii. 10).
Directly after this, Job's three most intimate, loving, and fast friends,
for such they probably were, appeared upon the scene, to condole ::md
to console him, if possible. However good their original intentions
towards Job might be, it is very certain that they sadly misjudged
his case, and him too.
As it would swell my paper too much to present even a very
brief summary of their unfriendly, not to say unjust, speeches
respecting Job, I shall content myself with three short quotations
of some of their earlier utterances. Some of their after sayings were
of the most cutting and bitterest description, but Job again and
again repelled their unfriendly charges. Bildad, in the eighth chapter,
says, "How long wilt thou speak these things? and how long shall
the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind? Doth God pervert
judgment 7 or doth the Almighty pervert justice 7 If thy children
have sinned against Him, and He have cast them away for their
transgression; if thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy
supplication unto the Almighty; if thou wert pure and upright;
surely now He would ,awake for thee, and make the habitation of
thy righteousness prosperous. Though thy beginning was small, yet
thy latter end should greatly increase." Zophar says, in the eleventh
chapter, "Should not the multitude of words be answered 7 and should
a man full of talk be justified 7 Should thy lies make men hold their
peace 1 and when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed 1 For
thou hast said, My doctrine is purf', and I am clean in Thine eyes.
But oh, that God would speak, and open His lips against thee."
Eliphaz, in the fifteenth chapter, says, "Should a wise man utter vain
knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind 1 Should he reason
with unprofitable talk 7 or with speeches wherewith he can do no good 7
Yea, thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God. For thy
mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of ·the
crafty. Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I; yea, thine
own lips testify against thee." Well might Job say, "I have heard
many such things: miserable comforters are ye all. Shall vain words have
an end 7 or what emboldeneth thee that thou answerest 1 I also could
speak as ye do: if your soul were in my soul's stead, I could heap up
words against you, and shake mine head at you J, (Job xvi. 2-4).
His friends looked upon his trouble and loss as judgments poured out
of God npon him for some wickedness of his, either secret or open, or
both. They could not enter into his feelings in the least degree, being
altogether unacquainted with the circumstances in which the Lord had
placed him.
Where in the whole Bible shall we find so great trial as Job's,
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and where shall we find so great experiment.al confidence as he realized
when he said, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him; but I
will maintain mine own ways before Him. He also shall be my salvation; for an hypocrite shall not come before Him" (Job xiii. 15, 16);
~tlld "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
lat,ter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God; whom I shall see for
myself, and mine eyes shall behold Him, and not another; though my
reins be consumed within me"? (Job xix. 2')-27.)
His circumstantial changes were of no trifling character. The Lord
worked by them to teach His servant many useful lessons. Most
{If the trials and deep soul-exercises of God's dear saints recorded in
His Word arose from circumstantial matters, although not necessarily
attended with such terrible, crushing, temporal losses as befell poor Job.
External changes, of whatever character, when sanctified by the Lord,
are a gain to His children. The soul is frequently, while passing through
the trial, unable to trace the Lord's hand at all, either ill sending or
sanctifying it, but this does not militate against the truth of the words,
"And we know" (generally afterwards) "that a.ll things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to
His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28), and "No affliction for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby"
(Heb. xii. 11). Those who know little of outward changes and trials
·cannot enter into. the inward conflicts occasioned by them, nor can they
understand the sweetness of the grace and power of God manifested to
the poor soul sometimes in the very midst of them, for "the heart
knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermeddleth not with its
.ioy."
But th6re are other external changes to which the true believer is
subjoct, or which affect him, besides those of the nature already
mentioned. What a serious change it is when a Church and congregation have their under-shepherd taken away! I mean, of course,
where the man has been, in the true sense of the term, a real Gospel
minister. Raised up of God, he may have been instrumental in
gathering a goodly number of gracious souls round him, and has gone
in and out before the people testifying of grace divine, to the comfort
and edification of their souls. He has dipped his foot ministerial in the
holy anointing oil, and has ministered in the strength of the Lord,
strengthening the weak hands and confirming the feeble knees of many a
poor, heaven-born, glory-bound pilgrim. His messages hwe been con·
veyed by the Holy Ghost with sweet life-reviving power to the inmost
soul, and he and his people have mutually enjoyed the services of the
sanctuary together. They have been no strangers to the words of the
Psalmist, "Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the
place where Thine honour dwelleth" (Psa. xxvi. 8). Yea, they have saill
{tnd sung together" Here let me find a settled rest,
While others go and come;
No more a stranger ()r a guest,
But like a child at home."
1)

2
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Beloved reader, do you know aught of this sweet feeling 1 Have yOUl
realized it in times gone by 1 Have you sat down under Christ's
shadow of Gospel preaehing with delight, and found His fruit sweet to
your very soul 1 I anticipate your reply-" Yes, indeed I have; but oh,
there is such a change now! I no longer feed under the Word as I
used to under our former minister. I no longer feel my soul powerfully and preciously drawn towards the Lord's house, as in days gone by.
The Gospel is preached in the letter of it, but oh, the power, the
dew, the savour, the unction, seem lacking!"
What a sorry change when a people have had a good, experimental
Gospel preacher in the pulpit Sunday after Sunday-one who has set
forth the provisions of everlasting love with a warm heart, anu richly
spread the Gospel table with choice, heavenly meat and drink -to have
their minister removed by death, or by any other cause, from them, and
then to have in his place a dry, doctrinal preacher-one who only
preaches the letter of truth! Such men starve God's hungry poor.
They preach doctrine and declaration, promise and precept, invitation
and exhortation; but it is in such a mechanical way::.s that one is
forcibly reminded of the lines in "The Old Parishioner and the
Modern Parson"" 'But, sir, I scarce like telling you
Row it sounds when you intones.'
'Well, John, what is it like 1 Speak true.'
'Machine what grinds the bones.' "
So with the dry, wordy preacher-it is grind, grind, grind. He likes
to hear his own voice rather than the voice of God; hence, it is n(}
'lllcommon thing for him to comment very frequently, and very largely
too, when reading the Word of God. His pulpit prayers are like the
mountains of Gilboa, upon which neither dew nor rain fell. A mere
dry, correct .declaration of the truth of God, in the letter of it only,
will never satisfy a poor, hungry, thirsty soul. Christ and His Gospel
must be experimentally proclaimed, or His children are starved instead
of being fed. As He is feelingly set forth, h:)w the souls of His saints
feed upon Him, under the power of the blessed Spirit; but oh, if He be
preached only in the letter, how dry and deathly the service!
Is it not so, dear reader 1 And dost thou lament the present condition of things 1 Contrasting the present with the past, dost thou not
sometimes say in thy soul" What peaceful hours I then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still" 1
But now, how changed matters are for the worse in thy soul's feelings, under the ministry of one who knows very little of soul-exercise!
For my own part, next to the preaching of downright error, nothing is
more lamentable, and hardening, and withering in its effects, than a
dry, dead, formal, unexercised ministry. Oh, I lo\'e the warmth, the
soul-melting influence, of a Gospel ministry flowing from personal acquaintance with its blessed, humbling, Christ-endearing power! Such
preaching finds an echo in my roor sOlll, and instrumentally leads me
out of self to Him who is "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the
altogether lovely," both in His Person and work also.
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Another external change which often mars the comfort of the children
·of God ill the wilderness is, the removal hence of those they have ha<1
sweet fellowship with in the things of Christ.
What a blank is felt
when a beloved brother or sister in the Lord is taken away! Perhaps
the friendship has extended over a considerable period of time. No
;;el'ious jar has at any time occurred, but there has been a seeing eye
to eye in divine matters. Grace has begun, and grace has sweetly
cemented, the union of hearts, until there has been the utmost freedom
with each other in spiritual intercourse and Christian affection. Discord
hetween them has never been known. Sweet oneness and sympathy have
prevailed, it may be, unbroken by any untoward cireumstance. If at
any time aught has transpirerl which seemed not to comport with the
principles of true friendship, instead of being offended, and putting the
most unfavourable construction upon matters, the contrary course has
been adopted, and they have waited for an opportunity of asking for
explanations j and, when these have been given, instead of friendship's
bond being severed, it has been more firmly welded together. The words
~f the Apostle Peter have been heeded-" Finally, be ye all of one
mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful,
be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but
-contrariwise blessing j knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye
should inherit a blessing" (1 Pet. iii. 8, 9).
The language of that
beautiful hymn of KELLY'S has been, to some extent, acted upon, and
blessing has resulted" Brethren, let us walk together
In the bonds of love and peace;
Can it be a question whether
Brethren should from conflict cease?
'Tis in union
Hope, and joy, and love increase.
" While we journey homeward, let us
Help each other on the rOdd;
Foes on every side beset us;
Snares through all the way are strewed:
It behoves us
Each to bear a brother's load."

\Vhen friendshipa of the nature now under consideration are severed
by deatb, how keenly the blow is felt by the survivor! It seems as if
the vacancy could never be filled up again on earth. Well, beloved,
there is this sweet thought sometimes to cheer. vVe hope to be reunited to them by-and-bye in the land of endiess bliss and light. There
the companionship will be eternal and unbroken. Death will be unknown there. Pain and crying will never mar for a moment the peace
and felicity of heaven. What a thought, and what a prospect for the
believer, under the witnf\ss of the Holy Ghost!
(To be continued.)

To make us believe God's Word upon its own record, and upon its
own authority, requires a power more than human.-Sir Richa1'd Hill.
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et LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."
IN our last ",vVayside Notes," we mentioned at their clos,e how one
dear to us was awpke with the above portion, and holY very comforting
it was in its sealing home.
The incident referred to has brought us the following letter from a
ripened Christian, together with the precious lines subjoined, which we
feel we must hand on to the Church of th~ living God.
G. C.

To the" Wayside Notes" Writer.
DEAR BROTHER n~ THE LORD,-Will you kindly accept the enclosod
verses from one who has known you many long years, although he never
SflW you ~
The history of the verses is this. In reading your ", Wayside Notes" in the present number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I was much
struck with the little incident yOll mention on page 737, particularly
with the key-note" "Let not your heart be troubled," which fell upon my
ow'n heart with peculiar sweetness, and would not leave me. The words
came ,again and again, until they settled down into the verses which I
send you; and if you, or the loved, one you mention, can extract a little
swee,tness from them too, I shall be thankful to Bim who uttered ~he
precious words, and to His dear ,name I would give the glory.
I am now in my seventy-sixth Jear-only a year behind our dear Dr.
DOUDNEY. Which of us will be safely landed first ~ What a moment
that will be, when "this mortal shall have put on immortality," and we
shall" see Him as He is" ! And how soon that moment may come! God
grant tpat "at evening time it may be light "-light with the glorious
presence of Jesus, and then all will be well.
I am, dear sir, yours truly, in Christian love,
Scarbo1'ough, Decembe1' 9th, 11:187.
W. S. ROBINSON.
"LET NOr YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."
, Let not your heart be troubled" ;
Faint not because of the, way;
Night, with its frowning shadows,
r Heralds the dawn of the day.
Jesus is gone before you;
Ponder the paths of Ris feet;
Was Ris way smooth or thorny?
Was Hi~'cup bitter or sweet 1

" Let not your heart be troubled" ;
Dread not the gloom of the grlwe ;
Though you are faint and feeble,
Jesus is "mighty, to save!"
,
Can Re ever forget you ' , ,
While the new covenant stands 'I
Are not your n:l.mes engraven
Deep on the palms of His' hands '?

Would you have joy unmingled
All your bright pilgrimage through 1
'Vhile the dear M.an of Sorrows
Smarted and sorrowed for you 1

"Let not your heart be troubled"
When to the Jordan you come;
Over its stormy billows
Jesus will guard you safe home.

Think not your path a strange one,
Should the cold world wear a frown;
Thorns and crosses await you,
; If you wo'uld share in Ris crown.

Then, in Ris blissful prescnce,
Joyful hosannas you'll raise;
While the vast armies of hoaven
Sweetly re-echo Ris praise.
Vol. S. ROUINSON.

,
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LIFE'S LABYRINTH; OR, THIRTEEN' YEARS' RESIBENCE,IN,
THE SOUTH OF THE UNITED STATES; 'FROM' ,'1851
TO 186.4.'·
W:11',u AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF ADVENTURES DURING THE WAR.
{)

I

By ,:M;RS. FILE, LATE ¥RS.. AlIIELIA COOKE.

CHAPTER IX.-SECOND ADVANCE OF THE FED'ERALS.
THE' second,' invasion was made by General 'S~IIELDS, and was 'more
formidable' than the first, as the general was much enraged because,
when ,the. army had last 'left that place, two citizens, more in favour
of the Stars 1 and Stripes than their Southern neighbours, waved that
flag from their windows, which was loudly acknowledged by cheers
from ,the) e'nemY: This act was immediatelyol:i~e~ved by t~e" Dixie
Boys('J,W,,DO resolved· that the perpetrators should not go nnpunished,.
but ,remained l],uiet until, the Federals had retreated. '
, '. ,
The matter was, to all appearance, hushed' pop un~il the night previous
to GeneralJAcKsoN'sleaving the town, when 'orders 'were giveiJ. for th~
arrest of those two men. They were taken',and .imprisoned, aI!d, itt ,the
night, some person' or persons unknown secure<;l them, and, t:l.king ,them. r
just outside<the town, hung them on trees, leaving their bodies' to bel
devoured' by the birds of prey.
,
I,
,()
General ,SHIELDS was sO indignant atthis act of 'cruelty, thath'e
threatened to burn the town down, and it was with great difficulty that'
he was pacified ; 'but the 'Citizens unanimously declar~d themselves quite'
innocent· of the whole ·transaction. The general gave orders for" graves'
to be dug, and the bodies of these men to be b'lried in due form.
After this, a genr:lral search was made in all the principal houses in,
Luray, for the purpose of securing any rebel soldiers that might h&"'e
lingered/behind. The woods were then scoured for "bushwackel's"-meri:
W):1O had not joined the regular army,' but had collected in bodies,! like'
the banditti) and shot any stray soldiers from the enemY's camp. This
was not considered hon'ourable wltrfare" but was largely practi~ed by'
these men, in denance of express orders from the Southern authorities
I
. ,',
."
,
to the contrary.
A constant transition from Yankeedom to Dixie Land was taking
placl;l. The inhabitants, perhaps for weeks, were uride,r' the' Federall'
Government; and then, ,by 1a sudden change in the'movements bf',thgt
armies, they would be under tp.e Confederate discipline. 10 was difficultr
to serve two masters. Ihave been in my school-rc~om when suddenly the
cry of "The enemy is coming!" would reach our ears. 'Bi>oks we.re I
instantly laid aside, ,and all would' unite· in secu,ring everything froM'"
the foe~money, plate, knives and forks, &c. All farming utensils were'
quickly concealed, and the owner of the prop'erty 'would "skedaddle'~
(a term introduced during the war, meaning, run off), with horses, cattle,
&e. When the enemy had arrived, they would find that the male population had disappeared, and females left alone to receive them. A perfect r
panic would reign. 'Where, an hour previous, 'the loud laugh and cheerful voice c~uld be heard, nothing but a whisper would reach the ear. '
The Federals, on entering a town, would proceed to look for tbe rebels,
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as they called the Southern soldiers. Houses were subjected to the
most scrutinizing search, while the out-houses, such as granaries, springhouses, and meat-houses, were soon deprived of their contents. Horses,
cows, sheep, pigs, and even fowls, were compelled to obey the voice of
the stranger, alld follow him-or rather, be driven by him. Fences were
burned down, by which fine farms were at once turned into commons.
Tanneries, sadlel's' shops, and all buildings supposed to b('!ong to the
Government, were soon laid in ashes. Just before I left, I saw three
fires in a small town.
During the occupation of a place by the Northern army, no person
could leave the town without a pass. The male citizens (if any could
be found) were taken and held as hostages; and should any of the
enemy's men be shot by a rebel soldier, these citizens were held
responsible, and their lives were liable to be sacrificed.
It was only when the Northern army had possession of the town
that I had any possible chance of getting letters to England, and then
it was necessary for me to go to head-quarters, in order to obtain permission from the general to send them, unsealed, through him.
Mrs. COFFMAN, being a lady of undaunted courage and determination, wished me to call on General SHIELDS, promising to accompany
me; but it was some time before she could prevail on me to venture.
I shrank from the very idea of it. Yet the thought of being enabled
to send letters to my dear relatives seemed sufficient inducement for me
to make the effort, even if it should prove a failure. It was not the
time to struggle with foolish fears, but to endeavour to overcome them
by determined action j therefore I consented to go, and Mrs. COFFMAN,
my dear child, and I, with a lad about fifteen to drive us, went to Luray.
We had first to go to the office of the provost to procure a pass to the
general, who was that day in the town.
On reaching the house which he occupied, we were ushered into the
general's presence, and found him Extremely kind, and ready to listen
to all my requests. He offered to send any unsealed documents to my
English friends j and I then asked him if he would grant me protection
for my property as a British subject, to which he consented without
hesitation. We were very glad that we had visited him, and felt that
the protection would be valuable to us.
On leaving General SHIELDS, we had to obtain another pass to return
home, which we reached well satisfied with our day's adventurt'. I soon
made up a packet of letters and sent them off to England, but never
received any reply.
It is easy ior one to sit by his fire·side and picture to himself the
horrors of war, but to be in the midst of it is entirely a different thing.
All is confusion and dismay. The fire and sword lay waste many a
happy home. The inhabitants never feel safe, being liable at any
moment to hear of the enemy's approach. The booming of the cannon
becomes a common sound, and the heart, through necessity, turns away
from the cries of mothers and children passing through the towns as
refugees, who have been driven from their homes, and have to look
for pity from those who know not how soon such a calamity may
befall themselves.
I have seen hundreds of prisoners and hundreds of sick and wounded.
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At Harrisonburgh, Rockingham Co., Virginia, after a severe battle,
for a week or two the streets of that town were lined with vehicles of
every description, containing the poor sufferers. Every public building
was filled with them, and even private houses were turned into hospitals.
The agonies of the wounded were indescribable. The loss of legs,
arms, eyes, ears, fingers, hands, jaws, &c., was displayed in a most
pitiable form. These are some of the painful consequences of war.
After this agonizing sight came the poor wounded horses. Many of them
die on the road, and are left there. Such scenes are revolting to our
feelings, though a description of them often serves to awaken the
realization of the facts in a mind which may have hitherto indulged
only in a sense of the novelty of war.
Yet there are many pleasing, and even laughable, events which
occur, and tend to relieve the .mind from a settled depression.
For instance, one day, Mrs. COFFMAN went to her loom-house, where
everything was kept for the manufacturing of servants' clothing.
There was the loom and the spinning-whf'el, all ready for operation,
and, calling one of her daughters, Mrs. COFFMAN determined to play
"secesh," as she termed it, meaning to represent the position of the
Southerners after their servants, or slaves, were taken from them.
There was a piece of cloth in the loom, and Mrs. COFFMAN began to
weave, and her daughter to spin; and, while the shuttle and wheel
were going, the noise was increased by their singing a negro's song.
Being pleased with the diversion, Mrs. COFFMAN sent for me and my
child to enjoy the fun with them, when suddenly we found the
Yankees were listeners to our amusements, but not partakers of them,
for they appeared very angry, and one of the soldiers remarked to
Mrs. COFFMAN that he could shoot her, if she were a man. She
immediately stood up, and said, boldly, "Shoot on; it will make no
difference." Of course, they thought it better to retire. But one of
their number loitered behind, and concealed himself until after his
comra.des had gone, when he came to Mr. COFFMAN, and, delivering his
gun to him, declared he would become a faithful soldier in the
Southern cause. Mr. COFFMAN, being a very conscientious man, was
placed in a most awkward position. He did not approve of encouraging
a deserter, and yet he could not send the poor fellow back. After a
great deal of deliberation, he determined to send him into the mountains.
He knew a hiding-place, having had occasion to seek one for himself.
Mrs. COFFMAN packed up some provisions for the man, and her husband
went sufficiently far to direct him the way. Mr. COFFMAN returned
between nine and ten o'clock at night, and we were all quietly talking
of the affairs of the day, when a loud knock was given at the front
door, but on Mr. COFFMAN'S going to the door, no one was to be seen.
We were all considerably alarmed. Mrs. COFFMAN went to the back
door, and, on opening it, she behelrl at least a dozen armed men
standing just under the porch. In her usual fearless m",.~::I81.', she
inquired why they were there, when they asked if there "vre any
rebel soldiers about the premises ~ She informed them that there were
two soldiers in the house exceedingly ill, and invited them in, saying
we had a protection, which we would produce to them. Several of
them walked into the parlour, where we were sitting, and, with their
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~yonets drawn,. demanded to see the sick soldiers.
Mr. COFFMAN
took them upstairs, and, on going into the bed-room, they found the
men fast asleep, quite unconscious of the near approach .of their enemies,
who were viewing them' with suspicion, supposing their illness was
merely feigned. However, on .rousing them, they discovered that they
were not in a fit state to be moved, and consented to leave them a
l~ttle longer. After reading my protection, they bade us " good-night ?:,
and, retired•. Of course, the sick soldiers were secured from their
future attacks upon them.

(To be cont·inued.)

THE SUFFERER AND THE SCRIPTURE TEXT.
AFTER preaching at Nottingham, some five-and-thirty years ago, I called
upon that· dear highly-favoured but afflicted child of God, the late
'Qeloved RUTH BRYAN. In the course of conversation, she spoke of a man
qf God who was in sore affliction, suffering from an incurable malady,
but was of late under great darkness of mind, and quite at a loss for
peace and comfort, in prospect of death and vast eternity. Her des()ription of the sufferer, and her wish that I should, if pilssible, visit the
case, made me anxious to do so. But my time was limited, and I had
to leave Nottingham by an early train in the morning. The friend
with. w,hom I was staying accompanied me to the station, and took
thE)' course that led by the sufferer's house, with the hope that I
might. see and pass a few minutes with the sick man. Upon calling,
however, his wife (if I mistake not) said he was sleeping. When
informed that I was on my way to the train, and could not .tarry, she
said, "You must see him." Hence she at once went and awoke him.
,As I entered the chamber, I was struck with the appearance of the
poor man. It was pitiable. A huge excrescence had grown over and
half covered his face, so that his look was unsightly in -the extreme.
Having had the testimony of the beloved RUTH BRYAN, as to' his
Christian ·character, in spite of the darkness and gloom through which
hE). was passing, I at once said, "Is it well with thee 1 is it well with
thy husband 1.. is it well with the child 1 And she answered, It is
~ell." I then bowed the knee by his bed-side, and sought to put up
~.,Jew petitions Ilt· the mercy-seat on his- behalf.Upon rising to
tl'ke my leave-for I had not a minute. to spare~the;'sufferer, as he
grasped my hand, said, "What was that you said when: -you entered
the room 1" The Bible being on his bed, I took it up, and turned
to 2 Kings iv. 26, read it af.resh, and turned it down. He then, in
the most animated and cheerful way, as we parted, exclaimed, "I .9hall
'meet you in eternal glory!" The poor man, in that three or four
minutes, had, through rich mercy, undergone an extraordinary change,
and gave a wonderful testimony. It was a cheering word to the
visitor, as well as to himself. How different the position of the two!
The one upon the very confines of eternity j the other about to re-enter
the battle-field, to wage a ceaseless warfare with" the world, the flesh,
and the devil," which has, as afore-stated, been spread over a subsequent
period of at l\3ast five-and-thirty years j and he still in the heat of the
battle, with no more strength or courage of his own now than thcn.
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"Faint, yet [blessed be God!] pursuing," hoping that in due time,
and of covenant love and mercy, the sufferer's words may be fulfilled"I shall meet you in eternal glO1'y I" God, of His great mercy, grant
it, for Christ's sake,!
, ,
.
On my next visit to' Nottingham,' r met the widow. In the interval
her husband had passed away; and her statement was that h'e never,
after that memora.ble morning and mere passing visit, fell back int()
the previous stll.te of doubt and darkness.
How great anoncouragement are such facts to .seek .to ,H sow bes~de
all waters; in the morning 'to sow the seed,and in. the evening towithhold not the hand, knowing not which shall prosper, either' -this
or, that" or whether they both shall be alike good." ," The lot is cast
into, 'the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord." And
be:.it ·remembered that the chief instrument of blessing is the L01'd's OU)1~
Word I: ,Whether it be for correction, instruction, comfort, or encDuragemefl,t, it is. the Word of the Lord, as applied by the Holy Ghost,
through .whatsoever instrument He condescends to employ, that aceomplishe§!. His own wise and gracious designs and Joving purposes. It is
well, moreover, that the Lord's servants should ever bear in mind, for
their, encouragement, His own most precious promise-" As the rain
c.ometh., down, and the. snow from heaven, and returneth ;not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My Word be
that goeth. forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void
but it shall accomplish that which I please,. and it shall prosper iri the
thing where to I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10, 11).
D. A. D.
j

A NEW

YE~R'S

MOTTO, 1888.
"I will bless thee . .. and thou shalt be a blessing."-GENEsIs xii, Z.
"I WILL bless thee "-what a promise,
Could we rightly it apprize !
" And thou, shalt be made a blessing"
Far outweigh§! earth's highest joys.
"I '11 bl
h"
Wi
ess t ee -heed we not,
then,
Man's approval or disdain;
Every curse must turn to blessing,
, Uttered by our fellow-men.

God's rich blessing, rich it ~aketh',
And no sorrow adds thereto;
What of .earth's, though brigntest,
greatest,
Can such real enjoyment show 1
Whl\t are honour, wealth, aIld pleasure,
When compared with good like this '?
Baubles that brief life can measure,;
Here is lasting happines,s!

"Thou shalt be a blessing "-fear not, Blessed to be made a blessing;
, Though thy fellow·mortals frown;
Every good comprised in one;
.
He .that speaks for ever reigneth,
Grant, Lord, grant this rich possession,
And bestows a fadeless crown.
For the sake of Thy dear Son!
Then to a Triune Jehovah
We our humble songs shall raise;
Unto whom henceforth for ever
Be ascribed endless praise!
s,s.
Leiceste1·.

GOD often stays beyond our time, but He never stays beyond His
own.
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"McGAVIN'S PROTESTANT."
WHEN the din of Romish aggression is ringing about our ears, we shall
do well to examine our Protestant position, and build up our bulwarks, lest the enemy come in like a flood, and cany us away. As a
help and aid to this, we know of nothing better for the lay portion
of the community than the work entitled, "McGavin's Protestant." We
say "the lay portion," as the clergy are well instructed in the creeds
of the different religious bodies throughout the world. The value of
"McGavin's Protestant" is testified to by ROBERT HALL, in these words
-" 'The Protestant,' a series of periodical papers, composed by Mr.
MCGAVIN, of Glasgow, contains the fullest delineation of the Popish
system, and the most powerful confutation of its principles, in a popular
style, of any work we have ever seen. vVhoever wishes to see Popery
drawn to the life, in all its hideous wickedness and deformity, will
find abundant satisfaction in the pages of that writer."
It will naturally be asked, "How came MCGAVIN to write such a
work 1 And, since it is polemic in character, under what circumstances was it produced 1" Great events, we know, often hinge on very
slight causes, or what seem to us to be such. The cause of Mr.
MCGAVIN's publishing so elaborate a controversial and expository
treatise on Romanism appears to have been slight, and to have arisen
in the following manner.
In the year 1818, the Glasgow Catholics raised a stately structure
in Clyde Street, for the purpose of public worship. So costly was the
undertaking that Protestants were appealed to-and, in many cases,
with success-to give their subscriptions towards the build~ng fund.
To help still further, an oratorio was got up; and, in an account of
it, the Glasgow Gh1'onicle referred to the fancied holiness of the place of
worship, to which Mr. MCGAVIN made reply, in a letter to the editor,
signed, "A Protestant," that "it is not more holy than the Bottlework, or the town's hospital." To this a Catholic correspondent made
answer, to be answered in turn by Mr. MCGAVIN, who reproached
the Catholics with neglecting their poor in the following interrogatorial terms-le I ask if money was not extorted, by the fear of future
punishment, for the purpose of building that house, from persons who
had scarcely bread for their families, or clothes to cover them 1"
These letters soon broadened out into a controversy as to the tenets
of Popery, which, manifestly, was too large a question for discussion
in a public jourual devoted to general intelligence. Mr. MCGAVIN
began, therefore, the puhlication of a weekly periodical, entitled, "The
Protestant," the success of which was soon assured.
Some time after this, the priest of the new Clyde Street chapel
demanded the name of the writer of the letters, signed "A Protestant," in the pages of the Chroll'icle. On receiving this information,
he immediately wrote to Mr. MCGAVIN to know wheth6r he (the
priest) was the party charged with extorting money from the poor by
the fear of future punishment 1 Instead of retracting hi3 charge,
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which, he said, was not one affecting any single person alone, Mr.
McGAvIN renewed it, citing instances in substantiation of it.
This effectually widened the breach, into which the combatants now
threw themselves, Mr. MCGAVIN, with his Protestant, having to engage
single-handed two opposing magazines- the Catholic VindicatoT, of Glasgow;
and the PaeificatoT, of Edinburgh. The latter was under the management of a specially recommended personage, Mr. W. E. ANDREWS, of
London, a Romish author of some note. This commendation of Mr.
ANDREWS holds good in his knowledge of libellous language, for we find,
him editorially applying to Mr. MCGAVIN the following, among other
and grosser epithets-" a confuted liar," "a rancorous bigot," "tit
cowardly assassin," "an unprincipled libeller," "a convicted forger."
These expressions would almost suffice to show the course of the
controversy which ran counter to the Papal pleaders, while Mr.
MCGAVlN dislodged them at every point, and discharged at his opponents
no personal abuse whatever.
The value of Mr. MCGAVIN'S work is as great as ever, for there is
no work which gives so thorough an insight into the tenets and
practises of the Romish Church as his, nor is there any one ~hich
quotes so aptly from Roman writers themselves, or is so convincing in
its logic, that every truth he utters is brought home to the capacity of
every mind.
If the value be great, the need-be for such a work is as great, for
we read day by day of Catholic enterprise and Church expansion_
The Marquis of Eute is said to have the intention to plant a college in
a new property he is about to purchase in Falkland, Fife; while, in a
place so remote as Australia, the Romanists, it is reported, have accepted
from the Government a gift of three hundred thousand acres, bestowed
on the terms of civilizing the blacks, which we know will include a
Romanizing of them.
These and other such acts staring us broadly in the face should
make us pause to consider, not only the workings, but also the end and
aim, of our traditional foe. To trample under foot Protestantism, the
parent of all liberty, and to substitute for it Romanism, is their
undoubted object. Many will not believe this, for they maintain that
Popery has changed. They who believe that Popery is susceptible of
any change are wholly mistaken, for it is not in the nature of its
assumptions that it cau change. It would not be Popery if it could.
It is only gross ignorance of the system that causes such unreflecting
opinions to be given forth; and to those who hold these notions, as to
the sweet innocence of Popery, we would say-Read "McGavin's
Protestant." Eut, as this work is of too great length for many who
have not the necessary time for. its proper perusal, we would recommend an abridged form of it, entitled, "Biographical Sketch of the Life
and IVork of Mr. \Yilliam McGavin, followed by Notes from 'McGavin's
Protestant.''' This work is edited and issued by Mrs. MAllIA DENOO~
PEDDlE, of 8, Granville Terrace, Edinburgh, at one shilling, or twelve
copies, post free, for ten shillings, when applied for direct.
From a persoll!11 examination of Mrs. PEDDlE'S publication, we can
confidently recommenll it to our readers. It presents, interspersed by
editorial comments and elL1ciJations, the salient features of the Romisll
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system from the master hand of MCGAvIN; and, as these are so well
selected, we quote them as samples of the subjects treated of. They
mn as follows:Indulgences; General Notices; Transubstantiation; The Infallibility
{)f the Pope; The Supremacy of the Pope; The Pope the Successor of
Peter; Persecution; Establishment of Popery in Scotland, and Consequent Martyrdoms; Vv'earing out the Saints by Persecution; Father
La Chaise's Project for Extirpating Heretics; Intolerance of the
Romish Church; The Romish Doctrine of Not Keeping Faith with
Heretics; Worship of the Virgin Mary; Withholding the Bible from
the People.
These form a varied selection, and will prove to be an education to
anyone who reads them; and that they are timely is most evident.
In these days of men increasingly supplicating the intervention of a
priest to'save them from the righteous wrath of God, lAt us remember
that we have a High Priest to plead for us, and, in Him, a Father in
heaven, to whom the heaving of a sigh is the best intercessory prayer
that ever was uttered, when it comes from a heart that burns to know
Him, and that yearns to serve Him. Popery must, therefore, be an
evil system, since it seeks to thrust its own dark gulf between us and
the love of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. .
.J. IVI. F.
ANOTHER YEAR.
F ATHER-eterFl31·God of graceHear Thou in hea'Ven, Thy dwelling,pla:ce,
Thy servants' who, in faith and fear,
Ask mercies for another year.
In J esu's name, oh, give us peace!
Grant that "class" bickerings may
cease;
That law" and order be upheld,
And tumult in all.plaeesquelled.
Give rulera-wisdom; open eyes,
That they may see where'safety lies.
May.all discern the powers that be
Are officers ordained by Thee.
"God save the Queen." Grant she
'may keep
Her'oaih inviolate, 'and treat
All overtures of Rome with care,
'.Dbat Thou, her dynasty;mayst spare.
The Protestant succession sure,
That we, Thy people, be·securd
Whitby.

To worship in sincerity
And truth, with perfect liberty
Of conscience. Grant, to latest age,
England may guard the " sacred
pacre "

And, Lo~d. we would commemorate
This year Thy loving-kindness great,
Whiuhlas-hed'to fury ocean's wave,
Our little island-home to save
From proud invaders, We rehearse
Thy blessing-none may it reverse.
vVe magnify Thee ,and adore
For this, and tens of thousands
more;
And ca:ll on brethren, loyal ancl
strong,
To join in this thanksgiving song
To '.Dhee, J ehovah, Lord of Hosts,
Who keeps in safety British coasts.
By Thy past favours we declare
Our trust for yet another year.

M. L.

SYKES.

MANY eat that on earth that they digest in hell. Sin's mUl'dering
morsels will- dece'i'Ve those that devour them. After the meal is ended,
then comes the reckoning.
Men must not think to dance and dine
with the devil, and then to sup with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven. -IJmo7.B.
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LOVE-WORDS FROM AFAR.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DUR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN THE LOIm,-Your kind favour of
September 13th was duly received. I was truly glad to learn by it
that our gracious God still spares you to labour in your much-loved
work in His vineyard. My dear wife and family were much pleased
to see the face which was enclosed, and we would like once more to look
upon the original, but, from present prospects, it is not very likely we
shall in this time-state.
You have, under your face on the photograph, the sentence-" Pray
for me, that I may finish my course with joy." My dear brother, we do,
and I hope we shall continue to do so as long as you will need it here.
But, when you arrive up yonder, you will need none of our poor prayers,
nor those ot any others, as we don't believe in that intermediate state
we hear so much about now-a-days.
You refer to the late illness of myself and our dear sister MO@RE.
Through much mercy, I am now tolerably well again, and, am happy to
sa,y our sister is also improving. But it seems almost a, shame to even
sq much as mention Oul' "light affiiction," when we for a moment contemplate the intense sUfferings of the precious Lamb of God for us.
" Oh, the pangs which Christ endured
GIn CalvaTY's rugged tree,
To save from everlasting death
A sinful worm like me!"
Indeed it might well be said, were He man, and not God, He
would surely have turned such a dull scholar as I am out of His school
long ago, and banished me to that place where hope never, can· come,
for my waywardness and rebellion will surpass all. The, language of
HART suits me also" So 'much my Master seemed to blame,
I thought j 0 leave His school;
But now I learn to blush with shame,
And see myself a fool."
It is for His declarative honour and glory that we are afflicted-yea,
really a proof of His loving-kindness to us-for, if He did not, there is
no' knowing where I should wander to. At any rate, I'should go "as
far from God as sheep can run." "What son is there whom the father
lovetb, and chasteneth not 1" The Apostle also says, "For if ye be without chastisement, whereof all [the Lord's family1are partakers, then are
ye bastards, and not sons." Hence it should be a matter to draw forth
our gratitude to Him for thus putting the family mark of His own
children upon us, rather than, alas! to my shame be it said, I too often
Oh, the mercy, the unfret and kick "like a wild bull in a net."
bounded mercy, of a covenant God! He never ob:mges, therefore such
a sinful worm as I am is not consumed. 'What can I "render unto'Thee,
my God, for all Thy unmerited goodness vouchsafed tome up to the
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present time 1 Oh, may I be enabled to "take the cup of salvation, and
call upon the name of the Lord." Oh, for a spirit of humble submission to all His sovereign dealings with me and mine, and a manifestation of pardoning love and mercy to my soul j and then" Lord, take my heart, and let it be
For ever closed to all but Thee."

May you, my dear brother, be so blessed of God the Eternal Father,
through God the Eternal Son, by the comfortable operation of God the
Eternal Spirit, Israel's Three-One God, that you may indeed "finish
your course with joy," and then be admitted to the glorious courts
above, on the shores of bliss and blessedness, to sing the praises of
Him who loved you, and washed you from your sins in His own most
precious blood, for ever and ever! And oh, may I be there! Amen.
I remain, my dear brother, yours in that blessed hope,
New York, Octobe7' 1st, 1887.
JOHN AXFORD.
Rl£PLY.

Ah ! dear brother, from time to time we tell the Lord the same thing
-that, "if He were man, and not God, He would long since have
banished us to that place where hope never comes." Dull scholars indeed! forgetful! but oh, how self-willed! how thankless! how rebellious!
It seems to us, dear brother, that we never felt it as we do now. We
are increasingly the subject of wonder and amazement that He does
not cut us down as a cumberer of the ground. Such base ingratitude!
Such calling in question His wisdom, His love, His goodness, His
mercy! Such sinking and such shrinking about the little future! As
we think we have somewhere said, "For many, many years we were
. wont to say, 'Can God make a way in the wilderness 1' " We have
had such abundant proof of His power to do that, and have been such
eye-and-heart witnesses of the fact, that it would be the very basest
of sin, hypocrisy, and unbelief to call it in question. But now the
tables are turned, and, in place of the old inquiry, "Can God make a
way in and thntugh the wilderness 1" we now mentally ask, "Can the
. Lord make a way out of it 1" That is our position. That the base
part we are mostly acting towards the God and Father of all our
mercies. And, although we would not attempt for a moment to excuse
ourselves, or in the leastwise justify such a state of things, we can no
more, of ourselves or by ourselves, rise above it, than we could create
a world! 'Wr e are perfectly powerless. At the same time, we are filled
with self-loathing, disgust, and reproach, and are compelled, from time
to time, to fall down before the Lord with surprise and astonishment.,
as we just now said, that He does not banish us from His presence
and consign us to infinite woe.
By making these plain statements, we full well know we are going
in direct opposition to the so-called principles and practises of the day.
We are prepared for the reproach and contempt such statements will
incur. Nevertheless, we must be honest. The Lord being our Helper,
we will speak the truth, let who will be offended, resist, or reject.
However, in the face of these statements, let not this fact be overlooked, that, in spite of the feelings and manifold fears at which wc
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have hinted, when the Lord repeats His visits and renews communion
(and, blessed be His ever-great and glorious name, this at times He
does, and that in the most merciful and gracious way), He becomes
increasingly dear-increasingly prilcious-increasingly the "Chiefest
among ten thousand; yea, the altogether lovely!" Never so near,
never so dear, never such a God-such a Father-such a Friendsuch a Brother-in realization and unutterable blessedness as now! Ah!
we could easily die for Him then! At the stake or elsewhere, under
any circumstances, or at any moment, then! Ah! yes, then, in all
the fulness of the heart, we can exchim" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are galldy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Dear brother, the Lord being our Strength and our all-sufficient All
in all, wc will continue to abide by and walk in "the old paths," whoever and whatever may oppose, or stand in oar war. His grace enabling,
we are not going now, in our old age, and when, of necessity, we have
almost done with the world and the world with us, to turn aside from
the old boaten track to the kingdom.
From what we have even here said, in our reply to you, we may be
charged with a sad and a discouraging vein of thought and teaching,
especially as far as the young are concerned. Vve may be censured for
not taking a more cheering and hopeful view of matters. Well, we can
afford to bear the charge. Let it not, however, be overlooked-much
less denied-that we have the Bible on our side. That is our text-book.
From it we gather our watch-word. Its principles we hold as dearer
than our very life! Its promises are unspeakably precious; its precepts
we reverence, and pray for grace to follow, knowing that in no other
course can there be Scriptural peace or solid satisfaction. Although,
therefore, wc may be charged with taking the gloomy side of things,
we have Bible-companions in that very course. In the fulfilment of His
Word, and in order to prove the depths of the fali, and the riches of
His grace and mercy in Christ ,T esns, the Great Teacher may say to His
perverse, thoughtless, and thanklt\ss followers, ,. Thou shalt remember
all the way by which the Lord thy God hath led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, that thou mayest
know what is in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments or no "-yet the learners-such as Jacob and Job, David and
Daniel, Jeremiah ancI J onah, Peter and Paul-knew what it was to sing,
as well as to sigh; to glory as well as to groan; to 1'ejoice in the LfJrd, as
weB as to be the subjects of deepest ngret in and over themselves. Yes,
~md, blessed be His ever-great and adorable name, although there may
1,p, times and seasons when, under creature weakness and the power of
d L-;trust and unbelief, they may so lose sight of the Lord as to fear that
.ll.j had" forgotten to be gracious, or in anger had shut up His tender
luercies," yet, under His precious revivings, and in the sweet influence
of His divine renewings, they can and do adopt the language of the
Prophet Micah-" Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall,
I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lorcl shall be a light unto
E
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me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinl1e<1
against Him, until He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me:
He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold His righteousness" (Micah vii. 8, 9). Yea, with au overwhelming gratitude, a supernatural joy, a holy steadfastness, they testify to the fact, as did the
same Prophet-CC Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity,
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage ~ He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy. He
will turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which
Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old" (Micah vii.
18-20).
TUE EDITon.
THE WELFARE OF ZION.
To the EditOT of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-As one who attends the ministry of the Rev. M.
SWEETNAM, I was glad to notice a letter from him in last month's
Magazine, and I heartily echo your wish that he may more frequently
be led to break silence, and tell, for the encouragement of others, how
graciously the Lord has dealt with him in such. exceptionally trying;
circumstances. Many of his congregation have indeed abundant reason
to be thankful that the steps of this servant of the Lord were directed
to London, for it is beceming increasingly difficult here, as elsewhere, to
find ministers who will teach just what thE' Bible says, and who "are
able to open the Word at any page and say, "Thus saith the Lord."
The preaching of the Gospel at St. Mark's has been accompanied with
much blessing, manifestly proving that God is setting His seal to it.
The ·Lord's people have been strengthened, and encouraged to 1,lold on
their way, and not a few also have been able to testify that" old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new." Such results
are a blessed return for any labour.
. .
I desire to thank you for your kind suggestions in regard to the help
friends at a distance may render to Mr. SWEETNAM. There is one other
way I should like to indicate, though I fear Mr. SWEETNAM will not
thank me for mentioning it. I know some of your readers send help to
the East End of London. There are many ministers in the East End
who make their wants known in various ways all the year round, and
these naturally receive the larger part of the assi.3tance sent. The same
reticence which prevails on Mr. SWEETNAj\{ as to appearing in print, in
reference to spiritual things, prevents him from making known the great
temporal needs of a parish about as large as any in th~ East End, anel
which I think is the poorest of all. I can testify personally of the great
need there is for outside help.
I remain, yours faithfully,
Bow, E., DecembeT 16th, 1887.
G. H. MAWEle
THE first work of the Spirit is to separate the affections from the
world.
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THE HELPING HAXD.

[The fl'iuud who so kindly sent anonymously two Postal Orders for
a pound each for the case mentioned at page 777 of our last Number
will see, from the subjoined letter, with what gril.titude it was
received. How often we think of wh.lt real pleasure those who have
the means deprive themselves by withholding instea.d of bestowing for the
help of their poorer brethren or fellow-creat.ures! Who cau estimate
the fulness and blessedness of the words of Him "who spake as never
man spake "-" It is more blessed to give than to Teceive"? We personally feel, from time to time, as it were, lost in the contemplation of
such a testimony as this from the lips of Christ Himself. To think
that He, "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity," should feel
more delight and pleasure in bestowing His grace and love and mercy,
than we poor, vile rebels in Teceiving! Oh, well might the poet
exclaim" Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me !
I once was lost, but now am fowul ;
Was blind, but now I see."
THE EDITOR.]

To the Editor oj the Gospel Ma.qazine.
Sm,-I had not the least idea, when I wrote to
your dear niece, that that letter would be published in your Magazine;
but, as Mordecai's deliverance hung on the pivot-I< on that night the
king could not sleep "-so our covenant God intended that help should
come to us through you. Therefore, do please accept our sincere and
heartfelt thanks for your kind feeling towards us.
I should like to thank the kind friend that sent the Postal Orders;
hut, as he did not mention his name, of course cannot.
We do feel very thankfnl to the Lord for so inclining your hearts, for,
though we know He is the First Cause of all, yet I ever desire to be
most thankful to the instrument He employs, and do pray that the
Lord will bless you very much. Yea, I know He will, for He says,
"a cup of cold water given to a disciple in His name shall not lose
its reward," and "the liberal soul deviseth liberal things," which you,
as a family, have indeed done. Many that are now before the throne
have proved this.
My dear mother is about the same, suffe.ring much, and her brain so
weak that she forgets everything but what the' Lord has done for 'her
soul. On that point she is clear, and can go back to the time when
the Lord stopped her in her mad career of sin and f611y,:proving that
the natural brain has nothing to do with the Spirit's work, for, like
the poor idiot, when he was dying, cried out, "Billy seGS !" and when
asked what he saw, repliedKIND AND DEAR

"Three in One, and One in Three,
But the Middle One hag died for me."
What a mercy to have such a sight! And, though it may be "in
terrible things by righteousness," we are really brought to say, "Though
E 2
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He slay me, yet will I trust in Him," or have to prove, with dear
NEWTON-

" These inward trials I employ
From self and pride to set thee free,
And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou mayst seek thy all in Me."
We can then say, "Any path, Lord, so that it makes us 'sick of self
and fond of Thee.' "
A short time since, a letter came with Postal Order for 10s. (id.,
no name, but Bristol post-mark. I could not think who it was from,
but now suppose it was from you. If so, do believe me whon I say I
am more than grateful, and do pray, if it is the Lord's will, that He
may strengthen you yet a few years longer to extol Him with tongue
and pen until the last. Then, when your work is ended, may you
hear the sweet words, "Child, come home.
Take possession of the
mansion prepared by Me, and go no more out for ever."
Wishing you every new covenant blessing, I remain,
Yours very, very gratefully,

E.
77, Spa Road, Be?'monclsey, London, December 14th, 1887.

ANDREWS.

THE MASTER'S LOVING COUNSEL-" LOOK UP!"
A WATCHWORD FOR THE NEW YEAR.

" And when these things begin to come to pass. then look up, and lift up
your heads; f01' your redemption draweth nigh."-LuKE xxi. 28.
CHILDREN of God, by His beloved Son, Oh, blessed hope! inheritance divine!
Whose precious blood your full
Glory for all the sons of God preparedredemption paid;
Taught by His grace to trust in Him With which the sufferings of this
alone,
present time
And heirs of everlasting glory made ;
Not for one moment are to be corn·
pared:
Your Master speaks; no longer sleeping lie'Tis incorruptible-reserved on high!
"Look up; for your redemption "Look up; for your redemption
draweth nigh! "
draweth nigh! "

The shadowy night of time is growing
late,
Howe'er the busy world may be
deceived;
And that blest hope for which you
longing wait
Is nearer now than when you first
believed:
Toward that fair morn the honrs
impatient fly ;
"Look up; for your redemption
draweth nigh! .,
Bristol.

Arise, bright Sun of Righteousnees.
aris8,
And chase t.he gloomy mists of earth
away!
To Thee the Church directs her longing eyes,
And hails the approaching dawn of
endless day:
Its first faint streak appears in yonder
sky;
"Look up; for your redemption
draweth nigh!"
E. O.

TILL we have sinned, Satan is a parasite; when we have sinned, he
is a tyrant.-B1·oob.
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TESTIMONY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I have never seen you in the flesh, but I have
been well acquainted with you now for a goodly number of years, and
I might almo;t say, I am pretty well acquaintej with the chief concerns
of your eventful life. I have followed you with an interested interest,
and I have much to be thankful for that I ever knew you. About
thirteen years ago you were first introduced to me by a dear friend
lending me a volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZlNE. I well remember, at
that time, when I was in deep soul-trouble, how, after returning from
my work at one o'clock in the morning, I used to hasten to get hold
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and would read it with delight in the solemn
stillness of the night, before retiring to rest. It proved one of the
greatest helps to me by the way that I ever found, and especially at
that time, when my soul was thirsting for the living waters. There
was that experimental teaching in it that I found, then, nowhere else.
There was such a close sympathy between the writers in it and my
condition, that I was made to feel that they understood my case, and I
got great encouragement from them, and my faint hope was strengthened.
It was so different to what the free-will preaching around me was.
Well, "by the grace of God ," and nothing else, "I continue to this
day"; and to-night, being unable to get to the house of GoJ, I took up
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE volume for 1877, and there I see, ten years ago,
I wrote two pieces of poetry and sent you, which you thought fit to
insert. They are headed, "Trust," and "Go Forward." In reading
these over, I have been led to look back, and, as it were, to retrace
my steps. Had I been able at that time to see all that lay before me
-all that I must pass through-I could not have penned anything
more suitable to my own future lot. At the same time, had I known
it all, how could I have met it 1 How mercifully does the dear Lord
keep the future, in this respect, His own secret! He knows what is
sufficient for each day, and He knows how much we can bear, and,
bless His holy name, He never breaks the back with too heavy a burden. We fear, sometimes, such will be the case, but we need not, for
"He is too wise to err," and" as our days, so shall our strength be."
I have proved this to be the fact so far, and, in my right moments, I
believe it will be so to the end.
Since I wrote the poetry before mentioned, I have had to pass
through some severe trials, both from within and without.. I can
hardly say which of the two have been most severe. I have seen my
loved ones-my two darling boys-wither, sicken, suffer, and die, and
have been unable to remove their pains or save their lives; and these
have been terrible trying times to the flesh, for they were as dear to
my heart as my own life. I could and did feel, with poor old Jacob,
"If I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved." Much other sick.
ness and consequent anxiety have, in the providence of God, been my
portion. I have also had to strike and pitch my tent, moving it many
miles, three times over; and, amidst all this, matters between myself
and God-I don't say, between God and myself-have been desperate
beyond all description. I have been, in my experience, further away
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from God than the boundary line of "the uttermost," beyond which
there is no promise that salvation reaches. "The borders of black
despair" comes nearest describing my condition at one time than anything
else. ,If ,religion' be without fefilling, as some would have us believe,
then I have suffered a good deal in feeling outside of it, and have also
enjoyed a good de:),l of happiness that I should hardly think would spring
from the flesh.
But I have found, from time to time, that both yourself and many
others of whom I have read in your Magazine, have known something
of the same kind of thing that I have, so that I conclude the feeling
state must be the live state. What is it that has given me so much
bitter 'trouble, and has brought me so many dark and trying days-so
dark that not /1 ray of light nor hope could be seen 1 I have proved
it only too true, to be the deceitfulness "above all things" of my wicked
heart. "The love of God pasReth all understanding," and it had need
to ,do, to meet such a case as mine, whose heart passeth all undorstanding in wickednes~. Surely the first was framed to reach ,the
second. Instead of improving and growing better, as I vainly hoped I
should, years gone by, I grow worse, only worse, and that continually,
and in spite of all the dear Lord has been to, and done for, me.
The 30th of May, 1886, was a day navel' to be forgotten by me-a day
marked to stand out as a "passover" day-for on that date I was made
to believe and blessedly realize that the dear Saviour had appeared for
my deliverance. I shall never find language to tell anyone the burden
that laid upon my soul on that Lord's Day morning, and had done for
some weeks. I felt self shut out of God's mercy, favour, and heaven,
and that for ever. The place appointed for the eternally lost seemed to
be my place, and I felt I deserved it well, on account of my trans,
gressions.
Before leaving home for God's house, I took down my Bible, and, it
opened at Matthew xi., and my eyes rested on the twenty.eighth verse,
where the blessed Jesus says, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest." This was most sweet to my
soul, and I said feelingly to my wife, "This is just what I want-the
very thing!" Oh, did I not long for l'est-a settled feeling of peace
with God, through the r-recious blood of Christ 1
To my joyful surprise, the minister that very morning too.k the same
portion for his text-the very same. The words, as he solemnly read
them out, dropped into my soul with power, and I began to think and
believe that the dear Lord knew all about my case-that He had something prepared for me, and was about to convey it to my I:.eart. I was
overcome by His condescending love and mercy. The time to favour
my poor soul-the set time-had come. The preacher went into the
depths of that far-reaching Scripture, and showed who were the
characters invited to come to Jesus, and He would give them rest. If
anyone had told the man of God who was speaking, the whole of my
case, be could not have gone more fully into it, nor could he have
preached Jesus to me in a more comforting manner. It was as though
the dear Lord was sppaking to me' personally. I was melted down in
praise and adoration before Him.
His love was so powerful that I
could not keep back the tears of joy. Truly He lif'ted upon me the
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light of His countenance, and made me glad. If what the preacher said
was true-and I dared not dispute it-then there must be salvation for
me. I felt the whole sermon and service were for me specially, aI1d"'the
minister seemed to be led so suitably in my direction, 'and somewhat
(JUt of his usual course, so that he felt he must give some sort of
.explanation to his people, and this is what he said- H I don't knoW'
why I have been led to preach from this text this morning, and to say
the things I have said upon it. I tried hard to shake this text off
my mind, and come before you with something else, but it was all to no
purpose. I was compelled to take it. I say, I don't know, but God
knows. There may be some poor soul here this morning almost on the
borders of black despair. God knows, and they will know." This was
too much for me. It went right home, and I was convinced the message
was from the Lord. My burden was removed. I was as a liberated
prisoner. My, mourning was turned into gladnes~, and all through the
<lear Redeemer, who not only finished the work uf salvation, but condescended, by His Holy Spirit, to re\eal it unto me. Bless His holy
name! To Him be all the praise!
In looking back to the time I first referred to, I can but gratefully
remember and thank you, before you go home, for the many times you
have ministered to my spiritual wants. Though you are now getting
to be a great age, if it be the dear Lord's will, may He spare you yet
a little longer to feed the hungry flock-for they arc hungry.
I may just add, in conclusion, that, being a railway servant of riearly
twenty years' standing, and now a station.master, how thankful I am to
aee you taking such a warm and kindly, interest in the souls' welfare
of my fellow-servants. I pray that you may be followed with a rich blessing from the Lord in this work, and that your little book, "Walks and
Talks with Jesus," may be widely circulated, and be the means, in God's
<lwn time and way, of opening the eyes of many who are now blind.
I have heard a great deal about the little book, and the comforting
things it contains.
May the dear Lord bless you and yours.
So prays your humble servant,
Bmd/od, September 25th, 1887.
W. H.
REPLY.

Vve rejoice in the foregoing testimony, and our hearty desire and sincere
prayer is, that the Lord may "stablish, strengthen, settle" His dear
servant. May he realize yet increasingly the words of the poet" Through fire and flood she goes,
A weakling more than strong;
Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."

Our correspondent may rest assured, in regard to his ,varied and
acute exercises, that "no strange thing bath happened unto him."
Others, in like manner, are more or less tried and tempte!l. perplexed
and harassed-aye, even to astonishment and dismay--at the peculiar
nature and special character of the assaults of the great l1dversary.
There are those of the Lord's servants who have been long called to
~4
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"bear the burden and heat of the day," who, nevertheless, are at times
so tried and so buffeted by Satan and their own hearts as to be bro'..lght
down, after all they have known and experienced, to the very verge of
despair-aye, even to envying the very brute creation because they have
DO immortal souls.
It was said that Colonel GARDINER, when first
spiritually awakened, envied the dog at his feet. But we contend that
such are the experiences of some of the Lord's ministering servants
especially, that such envy is by no means limited to the mere infancy
of the divine life, but, at times at least. attends them even to old age,.
and when they are upon the very confines of vast eterni ty.
In order that a due separation should be made and m~intained against
the awful delusions and destructive influellces in such wide-spread operation in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, the Lord sees fit to
test and try His servants in the most acute, and ofttimes mysterious
manner. This, of necessity, sev')rs them, in principle and practice, from
the excitable and noisy so··called religionists of the day, and brings
them feelingly to realize that
" It is decreed that most should walk

The darkest paths alone."
In ceasing from the creature, they are compelled to flee unto and
take refuge in the ~ord, as He, and He only, can help, strengthen,
deliver.
THE EDITOR.
C01vIMUNINGS BY THE WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEI"D AND BROTHER IN THE LORD,-My few lines found
an echo from our mutual friend" G. C.," as his did with me, which is
generally the case with kindred spirits who are assured of their standing,
and know Him whom they have believed, to the saving of their souls.
And without that divine knowledge, where should we be-to be able
to say, with the Apostle, "Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,"
" whom to know is life eternal" 1 And when these precious truths are
dropped in upon our Fpirits with savour, we can rest safely in His
embrace, "for we hwe found Him whom our soul loveth."
There may be much advantage in a general knowledge in science and
literature. I do not wish to find fault with them j but a knowledge.
that is short of that one of which the Apostle speaks (and which you
and I can affirm) is valueless, for, with a saving knowledge of Christ,
there is an excellency connected with it that will never unfit any man
for his proper place where, in the providence of God, He may design
him to be. And our proper place is, at the feet of Jesus, that we may
be taught of Him. Paul was not an illiterate man-quite the contrary,
if we may judge of his oration before King Agrippa-yet he was able
to say, by the grace of God, that he "counted all things but loss for'
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." It was no
doubt the subject of his constant prayer-" That I may know Him, and:
the power of His resurrection, being made conformable to His death;
if so be I might attain to the resurrection of the dead."
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There are not a few of the Lord's family that have stood long in the
divine life, and persevered to a great extent, and who are really safe in.
the hands of God, and yet have not come to this assurance, and whodare not say, "He is my Lord" j yet they can say, "I trust He will
save me." They have got as far as that. Oh, what an nnspeakable'
mercy to be able to say, "He is mv Lord and my God! "-to have a
right apprehension of Jesus! My soul longs for greater attainments of'
this, "che one thing needful." This knowledge is so vast. The everbsting God, the Creator of all things, "for wichom Him was not
<1nyching maLle that was made "-He must be known as the Ruler of
all worlds, the Upholder of all things, the Manager of all providences.
All friends and foes are at His command, to "do what seemeth Him
good in the armies of heaven, and amongst the inhabitants of the
earth." To know this, and own His sovereign will and pleasure, and
to know that the whole burden of His Church's iniquities was laid!
upon Him--if we know J csus Christ as such-we do so as a Christian
man only can that has been taught of God. I know mere doctrinal
knowledge is not enough. There must be an intimate knowledge, a
personal acquaintance, close relationship, to thoroughly know Him.
Then we shall be able to say, "Truly Ollr fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ." We can only speak of what we have
tasted, seen, and handled; and all our religion is worth nocbing without
a personal acquaintance of the Lord of life and glory. It is by intimate
conversation and intercourse with Him, telling Him the secrets of ourhearts, and hearing the secret of His heart towards us. This is indeed
., walks and talks with Jesus." He says for our comfort, "I am the
Vine, and ye are the branches j abide in Me." That is indeed vital
knowledge-to know Christ as living in me, walking in me, and
dwelling in me. "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be madeperfect in one."
The union of Christ with His people is a sweet theme, and to know
that they were His before they were in existence, and yet they were
connected with Him from all eternity. We only now and then get a.
glimpse of the light of His countenance, mercifully manifested to our
hearts by the power and infll1ence of the Holy Ghost.
When we come to our death-bed, about which we may have had
many misgivings, He will carry you through it, as He has through many
years j and, when He has brought you so near to His kingdom, yOll
will realize that the same everlasting arms are under you. Hereafter
you will have a whole anu long eternity to praise and magnify Him..
I am glad you are able to preach. K ote YOllr texts. It is no smaU
mercy to "know [Him] whom I have believed "-to know Him
intimately, experimentally-which can only be attained by the inward
teachings of God the Holy Ghost j and to have all this settled in our
souls before we come to die is no small mercy.
I also note your exercises as to the parish and its anxieties. May
the Lord direct you in this matter! The enemy is busy everywhere,
and your influence and writings are beneficial. Bodily weaknesses are a
" thorn in the flesh," but they tend to keep us in our right mind, and our
eyes directed to Him who alone is "the health of my countenance and
my God." It is a blesseu privilege to claim Him as mine j bnt how
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can I doubt it, after what He has done for me 1 He never would have
shown me what He has, if He intended to cast me from His prestince.
The fact of His having made me a lover of His salvation, feeling the
suitability of it to my individual needs, gives me a character before
Him which He will never disown, for it is His Spirit's doing; and I
know you, through gra.::e, can bear the same testimony, and Scripturally
.. crown Him Lord of all!"
Yours affectionately in Him,
Lee.
GEORGE A. NORTHovER.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My .DEAR FRIEND,-Protestants are so familiar with the doings and
development of Rome that we are apt to lose sight of the promise of
the Father, and the irresistible position of Him "who has power over
all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given
Him." In this way our arch-enemy draws us away from the Citadel
Qf strength, where he knows we are as weak as water, and our hands
powerless to act. May the joy of the Lord be our strength, and His
living truth our daily food.
Just ten years ago, there appeared in the fourth annual report of the
Gospel BqolC Mission to the A1'my and Navy, an account of two boys
in H.M.S. Wasp, who became the ~port of every kind of evil in. that
brig, bl,lt were both called by grace in a very conspicuous manner, and
sent forth to labour in the Lord's vineyard. This morning, when about
to start for Brighton for a meetirg on behalf of the Mission, I received
the following letter from one of tile aforementioned boys, who has been
an agent for the Society at Malta for many years:"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Accompanying this I send you a bundle of
Romish tracts, which were given to a Roman Catholic sailor to quiet
him. The tracts spoke against the Bible, so he thought he would get
a Bible, and read that Book, and judge for himself. This man is over
forty years of age, and never read the Bible, so Satan has beaten himself
again.
.
"I trust it may be our Heavenly Father's good pleasure that this may
find you and family in the enjoyment of good health. My wife joins
in Christian love to you all.
"Rest assured, I soon circulate your monthly parcels of reading.
" Believe me to remain, yours very truly,

"

"

What havoc and capital" the god of this world" makes of the vessels
Qf mercy in their unregenerate state! But they are dangerous playthings to his kingdom in the long run. The same grace that reached
the heart of the once-persecuting, but afterwards Jesus-exalting, Paul
has continued to run to this day, and effects the same blessed work on
poor sinners now.
As if to confirm one of the dangers of the mighty deep, I read the
subjoined paragraph in the daily papers of the next day:-
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"It is officially notified that all hopes of the safety of the gun-boat
Wasp having now been relinquished, directions have been given that
the books are to be considered as closed from yesterday.' ThebaJ:j.nce
of' wages due up to that time is to' be paid to the representatives of
the officers and men."
,
I trust that many friends of the soldier and sailor will respond to
your kind appeal for contributions ,towards the one thousand copies of
" Walks and Talks with Jesus ,. for thjs Mission.
Yours sincerely,
CHARLES BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, December 13th, 1887.

-[Received towards the above-mentioned object since last pUblish'ed
list-One of the Least, Is.; Anonymous, ·1.0s.; MissPARKE, 10s.;
Mr. PARSONS, 5s.; Mrs. lIENRY STOKES, £l..,.ED.]
"GOLDEN TRUTHS AND GRAOE TRIUMPHS."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR B1WTHER IN CHRIST,-" Golden Truths and Grace Triumphs"
will be in your hands ina day or so. May I ask you to review it in'
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, if disposed, and you have time ~
I may remind you that they are the outcome of an expressiDn of
your 'own wish-that my " Wayside Notes," which the Lord has so
owned and blessed, could be brought out in shilling volumes. This was
in one of our enjoyable chats, as we steamed up the Southampton
'
'Waters together.
You will be glad to know that, through the kindness of a Christi,m
lady, one hundred copies will be forwarded to Mr. BRIDER for his
excellent Mission among soldiers and sailors abroad.
Gain is not sought, as you know-only the spread of God's truth in
these perilous times. Hence, drinking into your spirit, I am giving
away, at the onset, about one hundred copies. Twenty-five will go to
Mrs. MARTIN, of Southsea, as Christmas gifts to some of the members
of her Young Women's Christian Association, and twenty-five to our
dear Son at Chelmsford, whom you know, and who takes such a lively
and practical interest in "The Essex Home for Boys," and the Young
Men's Christian Association. And, if you should know of any to whom
a shilling, even, is an object, I should be most happy to forward copies
free of charge.
Going to another subject, I am so rejoiced that you are found
upholding Mr. SpUnGEON in his noble stand against abounding error.
"The downward grade." It is indeed a "downward gmde," but it does
cheer us a little to find there are a few faithful men left, who dare, to
stand up and resist the torrent of error that is carrying so many before
it to certain destruction.
Yours, dear brother, in best bonds,
Bm'ton-on-Trent, December 10th, 1887.
GEOIWE COWELL.
[We have not yet received the above work, but we shall hail its
appearance with great satisfaction, as being a hopeful means of great
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refreshment to the dear children of God, and as eminently calculated to
counteract the dangerous and delusive influences so rife in our times.
The work will be a thoroughly practical answer to the inquiry after
"the old paths."-ED.]
SEOOND OHILDHOOD.
"I'VE got into my second childhood in a two-fold sense," said I to a

dear old friend.

"I'm obliged to fall back upon the child's prayer" Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child."

'With a brightened countenance, and in the most animated way, my
friend replied, "Why, that reminds me of one [I think he stated that
he was ninel,y years of age] who said he couldn't pray. All that he
could say was what his mother taught him when he was a boy" Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child."
.c Then down upon your knees and say it," was the answer.

And I believe, from the way my dear old friend spoke (although
for very many years a minister of the Gospel), it was just, the state
of things to which he himself was brought. The mere professor of
religion, or the man who as yet knows but little or nothing of his
own heart, may smile at such simplicity and seeming childishness, but,
if such an one be really in the school of Ohrist, and under divine
teaching, soonAr or later, he will be led to take a very different view of
matters, and be by no means disposed to cavil at, much less to despise
or to censure, such testimony. Moreover, sure we are that the more that
so-called child's hymn is scrutinized and examinod, the more it will be
found to contain the very sum and substance of the believer's experience
-his daily wants and necessities.
D.
A NEW YEAR'S

HYMN.

SAVIOUR, only Saviour,
While we sing for Thee,
Let Thy New Year's favour
Our rich dower be.

When the tempter neareth,
With some cruel wile,
If Thy face appeareth
Shining with love's smile,

Nothing good withholding,
Every need supplied,
With Thy love enfolding,
Keep us near Thy side.

Then our weak faith, strengthened,
Knows Thy will is best;
And. communion lengthened,
Solace finds, and rest.

If Thy smile seem hidden,
Let us not despair,
Knowing we are bidden
Still to " look," with prayer.

Lord, we would adore Thee,
Through this glad New Year;
Thou shalt be our glory;
Thou our Treasure dear.

On Thy faithful promise
We will still rely,
And hope to find Jesus,
Our Elder Brother, nigh.
Cardiff.

And when Jordan neareth,
On Thee we will lean,
Till Thy face appeareth
Without veil between.

J. P. C.
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Arrows of Truth. Thought;; ft'om the Pen of the late Marcus Wj'ight, Esq.,
of Bridsgrove. With shod BiogrlJphical Sketch. London: G. Norman
and Co.
A VERY precious book. The author must have been a most remarkable man. It is clear that he perfectly revelled in the Word of God.
His knowledge of that \Vord was a very striking feature in his
character. It is equally clear that the sacred 'Vord was beautifully
and blessedly reflected in his every-day walk, his life and conversation.
Although we had not the pleasure of his personal acquaintance, yet
we have learned from those who had that privilege that he was one of
whom it might justly be said, "He adorned the doctrine of God his
Saviour in all things "-not in a Pharisaic or man-pleasing, self-satisfied way, but from real, sterling principle. The book before us consists of a selection from the MSS. of the deceased. These, we understand, were very numerous. Among those chosen are some fraught
with the most valuable testimony for God and truth. His advocacy of
the prominent doctrines of the sacred Word is clear and unquestionable. His exposition of the "binding" and "loosing" is a complete
refutation of the Popish dogma of being limited to Peter. He proves,
from Scripture, it has no so-called priestly limitation, but is of general
application, wheresoever there are Scriptural signs and tokens of divine
conviction of sin and a corresponding repentance on account of transgression. Every child of God, be he minister or layman, has Scriptural
authority for declaring to such humble, contrite, broken-hearted souls
that, "if we confess our sins, He is faithful aud just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." \Ve repeat that no
such declaration is limited to ministerial or so-called priestly authority.
Whilst, however, we thus express ourselves in the most approving terms
of the book before us, we deeply regret the insertion, at the very commencement of the work, of a paper calculated to give a very different
view of the deceased author's mind. In speaking of the Gospel, instead
of its being regarded as a mere proclamation or announcement, taken
in an abstract sense, it would seem to set forth an operative principle
or influence; whereas all vitality in religion is distinctly the work
of a Person-that Person, the Holy Ghost, who dwells in the heart
of every regenerated or divinely-quickened soul. Now, in an after
chapter, the Person and work of the Holy Ghost is most distinctly and
blessedly set forth. Hence, we greatly regret this oversight upon the
part of the compiler.
Elijah, and the~Secret of his Power. By the Rev. F. B. MEYER, B.A.,
Author of "Israel, a Prince with God." London: Morgan and Scott.
'VE spoke in terms of most decided approval of the companion volume
of the above, namely, " Israel, a Prince with God." This present work,
as in the case of the former, contains lessons of the most practical
character j hence its value. It may well commend itself to the attention
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of all such as wish to be instructed as to the natlJre and operations of
that grace which can alone counteract the propensities anci practices of
poor fallen humanity. The book is well worthy of close and attentive
reading.

Nor'ard oj the Dogger,. or, Deep Sea Trials and Gospel Triumphs. Being
the Story of the Initiation, Struggles, and Succes8es of the Mission to
Deep Sea Fishermen. By E. J. MATHE~, Founder and Director of
the Mission. With Preface by THo;)IAS GRAY, Esq., C.B., and Illustrations by J. R. 'VELLS and C. J. STANILAND, R.I. London:
Nisbet and Co.
AN admirable book, fraught throughout with intensest interest. No
thoughtful reader can peruse it without mentally exclaiming, "What
hath God wrought 7" and that, too, in so short a time, for when what
has been accomplished in the comparatively short space of seven years
is considered, it may well lend to thanksgiving and praise. 'YVell,
too, may the contemplation of what has been effected check the veriest
leaning to the "despising the day of small thing3," or the thinking
indifferently of little beginnings. Mr. MATHER has not only been
honoured of God in a remarkable way, as the originator of a wonderful work" but, in the volume before us, he has told of it with a modesty,
a simplicity, and, at the same time, with an honest, Scriptural outspokenness, that will commend both his book and his work to every
observer of the good providence of God and the lover of His precious
'YVord. The book deserves, and will assuredly secure, a wide-spread
demand.
"Thp, Lord was Thm'e" (Ezek. xx:xv. 10). By ANNA SHIPTON, Author of
"Tell Jesus," "Waiting Hours," &c. London: Morgan and Scott.
ANNA SHIPTON'S books always have a special charm in our estimation.
It is, that they are so marked by simplicity, and such a close, prayerful
observation of the Lord's hand. Further, she is not ashamed to
acknowledge it. Oh, what an amount of unrecognized pride is wrapped
up in the concealment of which so many professed disciples of the Lord Jesus
are guilty, although it may be unconsciously. They fail, from this cause,
to be witnesses for Him, and that, too, in such days as these. Ashamed
or afraid to tell of Him who has done such great things for them.
They have, it may be, given heed to the exhortation, "Whoso is wise,
and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindnes.s of ~he Lord," but fail in the sacred privilege which prompted
the Psalmist to exclaim, "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I
will declare to you what He hath done for my soul." Dear, welltried ANNA SHIPTON will never have need for self-reproach for thus
hiding her talent in a napkin. We rejoice in that the book before us
is another precious testimony for God alid truth.

"Feed My Sheep." By E:MILY' S. HOLT. Author of "A Tangled
Web," "Sister Rose," "Why are we Protestants 7" &c. London: Shaw
and CO.
UNDER the figure of a sheep-fold, and a supposed converaation with shepherds, the author of this booklet has, in the' aptest and most forcible
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way, given only too truthful a sketch of the specious, deceptive, and delusive efforts that are now so wide-spread and destructively working in the
so-called Christian world. With the professed view to meet the taste and
enlist the sympathies of the young, Bible-truths are diluted, doctrines
are compromised, and attempts .are made to render the Gospel more
palatable to the carnal mind, the which can never be accomplished.
To break d:>wn the natural prejudices and £1e3hly antagonism of the
human heart is the work of God the Holy Ghost, and that He win
effect, not by succumbing to the carnal mind by human artifices, but by
Himself subduing the natural enmity by the presentation of a pardon
and a peace as distinct from all creature acts, pretensions, or efforts, as
heaven is distinct from hell. This is to be accomplished, "not by might,
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."

Oleanings from the Book of Ruth)' 01', The Book of Ruth opened 112) by Oompm'ison with othe1' parts of SC1·ipt!t1'e. By ROBERT BROWN, Author of
" Outlines of Prophetic Truth," &c. London: S. W. Partridge and Co.
INVALUABLE lessons may be drawn from the historical portions of thE.'
Old Testament, such as the Book of Ruth; but we think that there is
great danger in allegorizing those historical portions, and imagining that
they represent various phases of religious truth. In the volume before
us, e.g., the author imagines that Ruth lying down at the feet of Boaz,
.and l'ising up early in the morning, represents a fully consecrated
believer, commanded to reckon himself dead to sin, and risen with
Christ. &c.
Surpassing Fable; Oi', Glimpses of OWl' Future Home. By the Rev. R. H.
BRENAN, M.A., Author of " Words to Sailor Boys;" ·&c. London:
Nisbet and Co.
"EYE hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither have entered into the
heart of' man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him." " We see as through a glass darkly," and "know" only "in
part," and any description of the believer's future home must. be utterly
defective. Yet it is pleasant to gathcl; together the cOll).paratively few
particulars which are given to us of'that sweet home, and meditate upon
them, as the author of'this volume has' nicely done.
Oity Dia1'y and Almanack for 1888. London: W. H. and L
Collingridge, City Press, Aldersgate Street.
THIS is the twenty-fifth annual production of this cheap and comprehensiv,e, work It fully maintains the character it has so long attai.n,ed as
a necessn,ry and most desirable desidemtnm for the ~ounping-house and
general business establishment. But beyond these spheres, the .work is a
most useful medium for supplying information as to the 'names and
addresses of public men, as well as the various institutions and societies
with which the Great City abounds.
The

Aunt Lucy's Walks and TaUs with her Ohildj·en. London: J. and A.
Mack. Bristol: W. Mac1<.
.
THIS is a safe and suitable. book to place in the hands of children.
When so much that is published, and especially for the young, contains
what is so unscriptural and delusive-presented, moreover, in such an
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attractive and captivating a form-such works as that before us ought the
more widely to be disseminated.

Happy Sundays at Woodland Vale.

To which are added, Rhymes and
Chimes. By" AUNT LuCY." With Portrait, and numerous Illustrations. London: Book Society; W. Wileman. Bristol: W. Mack.
A BOOK fraught with suggestions for the conducting of Mothers' and
other meetings. The Scriptural expositions are most interesting and
strictly sound. The" rhymes and chimes" embrace a vast variety of
subjects, expressed in the most pleasing and agreeable style. The book
is admirably adapted for presentation.

The "Ve1'ily, VeTilys" of Clwist.

By the Rev. J. H. ROGERs, Chaplain
of Holy Trinity Church, Pau. London: James Nisbet and Co.
EXCELLENT teaching founded on the precious words of our Lord. The
author endeavours to connect the various statements of our Lord which
are prefaced by the words "Verily, verily." ""Ve scarcely think that
he succeeds in this, but he brings forth from them many weighty and
valuable thoughts.

MT. G. T. Congre'Ve on Consumption and £ts Successful Treatment. London:
Elliot Stock.
THE idea which so forcibly struck us, in the Appendix of the new
edition of the above work, was the number of cases of cure known to,
and borne out by, so very many ministers of the Gospel. These cases
are certified by names, addresses, and dates. Hence their claim to public
confidence.
Eminent WOTkers. By the Rev. W. A. MURRAY. London: Nisbet
and Co.
NOTABLE records of men remarkable in their day and generation for
their self-denying zeal in the cause of God and truth. Well may it be
said of such-" They rest from their labours, and their works do
follow them."

The Sower and Tlte Little

Gl~ane1'.

Lonuon: Houlston and Sons. Blackheath: E. Wilmshurst.
THESE monthlies fully maintain their character for variety and sound
practical teaching, both for old and young. They are well got up, and
the yearly volumes are admirably adapted for prizes at the present
season.
Ruth: her Example and Encoumgement. By MAY GRIFJ!'IN. London:
Book Society; W. Wileman. Bristol: W. Mack.
A NOBLE example, and full of encouragement. This cheap sixpennyworth
ought to be in the hands of every Sunday School teacher.

Life'S Vicissit1bdes,o or, The Reward of Faith.

By Mrs. DINSDALE.

London: Nisbet and Co.
A RATHER interesting story, but poorly written.

The Gospel Echo. London: W. Wileman.
WELL edited, well got up, and well worthy of a wide circulation.

