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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A NEW YEAR'S PLEDGE.
"Fear thou not " jar I am with thee: be not dl:smayed; for I am
thy Gael: I will strengthen thee; yea, I wiU help thee; yea, I will
ttphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness."-IsAIAH xli. 10.
CAN there be a more precious or suitable word with which to
step over the threshold of a new and altogether unseen year?
If we know not what a day, or even an hour, may bring forth,
how little idea can we have of what a whole year may witness!
What trials-what calamities-what severances and sorrowswhat sicknesses, sufferings, deaths!
How many who enter upon
the year will never see its close! How many, whether they heed
it or not, will be addressed with the most solemn of all messages,
"This year thou shalt die!"
The reader will probably say, we are striking our New Year's
note upon a very low key, and not in accordance with the cheering
words at the head of this article. Upon that, however, we hope
to dwell presently. Meanwhile, it is better we should briefly touch
upon the facts which we have just broached, inasmuch as changes
and uncertainties, trials and afflictions, sufferings and sorrows, are
inseparable from our present state, as strangers and pilgrims
through a " waste, bowling wilderness," in which, day by day, we
are reminded that "it is not our rest; it is polluted"; that" here
we' have no continuing city."
What plainer testimony could have been given than that "it
is through much tribulation we are to enter the kingdom"? Such
is the declaration here, and how confirmed above! "What are
these, and whence came they? These are they that have come
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb."
How well worthy, moreover, of the deepest consideration is the
declaration of .Tesus to His disciples, when giving His final charge
to them just prior to His passion-le In the world ye shall have
ribulation.; but be of good comfort; I have overcome the world."
B

2

The GosjJel M agazille.

In fact, how large a proportion of the Saviour's words to His disciples was of this very character. How He foreshowed them that
opposition and persecution awaited them; how they were to be
"hated of all men for His sake." The disciple was not to be
above his Master, nor the servant above his Lord.
Again, in proof that trial and affliction, sorrow and calamity, of
Bome sort was to be the family heritage on earth, in accordance with
the earlier declaration that" man is born to trouble as the sparks
fly upward," we read of the all-important alternative, " If ye are
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons; for what son is he whom the Father chasteneth
not? "
In writing to the brethren at Thessalonica, and that with so
much zeal and affection, how great a stress does the Apostle lay
upon the fact" that no man should be moved by these afflictions:
for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. For verily,
when we were with you, we told you before that we should
suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. For this
cause, when 1 could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith,
lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour
be in vain" (1 Thess. iii. 3-5). He was concerned lest the
young converts should put a wrong construction upon those trials
with which he was visited, and which should assuredly befall them,
for the purpose of testing their faith. Equally anxious was the
Apostle Peter upon the same ground. Hence his e:shortation,
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try yO:1, as though some strange thing happened unto you: bu
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suffering ; that,
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on
their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified"
(1 Peter iv. 12-14).
We deem it necessary at least to allude to these verities, because
there are such attempts in the present day to supersede the cross,
to dispense with trial and affliction, and to smooth the pathway to
heaven, rendering the course thither pleasant and agreeable even
to our poor fallen nature. The idea is, the making the best of
both worlds; and this is furthered in no small measure by uniting
with the world in its varied pursuits and pleasures. The line of
distinction between the one and the other is all but obliterated.
In dress, in habits, occupation, and entertainments, there is so great
a similarity that the difference is scarcely perceptible. In spite of
the fact that the difference is as real and as vital as ever-that
"the friendship of the world is enmity with God"-there is scarcely
the slightest heed given to the exhortation, " Come out from among
them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing."
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The mixing with the world, and adopting its maxims, and following its pursuits, upon the part of the professors of godliness, is a
sad stumbling-block to the young convert. Leaning upon an arm
of flesh, and looking to the creature, as there is an ever-constant
proneness to do in the infancy of spiritual life, how many are thus
" wounded in the house of their friends"! How many have been
pierced to the very heart's core through having made" flesh their
arm" !
The "ceasing from man" is a very early lesson set, in various
ways, before the young believer, but it is a difficult lesson to
learn, notwithstanding. In it are involved the cutting off a right
arm and the plucking out a right eye. How few but what have
smarted, especially in the early stages of their pilgrim course, upon
these very grounds. Where they have looked for help they have
been hindered.
Apart, moreover, from the disappointments and ensnarements
which have arisen from mistaken friendships, or the reposing confidence where there was no vitality, but merely" the name to live,"
whilst the professing one was still "dead in trespasses and sins,"
what unsuspected trouble has arisen upon the ground of creature
idolatl·y. The friendship may have been based upon the purest of
principles, but, ere the subjects of it were aware, the heart had
been alienated, at least in great measure, from its best and truest
Object. A rivalry has sprung up. This, He who has declare.tl
Himself to be a jealous God will not countenance. Hen.<~e the
means· by which such creature idolatry has been rectified, ana the
heart, in its fulness, restored to its rightful Owner, have been such
as to involve bitterness and sorrow. In some cases there has been
the marring, in other cases the removal-it may be by death-of
the idol that has come between the soul and the Lord. Ah! who
that has been familiar with the pilgrim's course but has known
more or less of Fatherly chastisement and loving discipline upon
the grounds of which we have spoken? Moreover, whatever the
issue-whether the special object has been removed by death or
otherwise-have we not, reader, been compelled, sooner or later,
to fall under the loving rebuke, "Hast thou not procured these
things unto thyself?"
Whether we at present see it or not, we believe such reproof
applies, in a greater or less degree, to every trial, affiiction, or
chastisement with which we may be exercised. Hence a consciousness of this renders the subjects of it dumb before the Lord, and
leads to at least the mental acknowledgment, "I know, 0 Lord,
that Thy judgments are right, and that in faithfulness Thou hast
affiicted me." And the sooner this state of mind is realized, the
greater the peace and the more entire the reconciliation to the
Lord's dealings. Moreover, one of the sweetest positions to be
enjoyed in the believer's course is when he is able to "kiss the
B 2
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rod "-yea, in all truthfulness aud sincerity, to say, "I will bear
the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him"
(Micah vii. 9).
As already iutimated, we have thus touched upon these matters
with a view of preparing our readers-the young among them
especially-for what they may expect to meet in the year just
opening upon us. It is not likely to be an exception to the
general rule. There is little doubt about trial or aflliction of some
sort marking its course even as all preceding years have done.
There is no question that 1889 will begin, continue, and end with
the word T-R-I-B-U-L-A-T-I-O-N set before us as learners, in order
that we should "read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest" the
same.
Whatever our previous thoughts may at least occasionally have
been as to being perfect in our lessons, and having learnt all that
was essential for us to know, we may rest assured that the gradual
developments and unfoldings of the coming year will be such as
completely to undeceive us in these ideas. Instead of perfection in
knowledge, we shall discover, and that under divine teaching, that
we are the merest babes in regard to attainments. So far from
having reached a high-not to say independent-standard, we
shall be found among the veriest babes in the family. Look for
the so-called fathm' in Ohrist, or mother in Israel, in the school of
Ohrist, and you will find them among the infants! There they are
poring afresh over their alphabet lessons. You may have thought to
have found them in the higher classes, and among the most advanced, but you will discover your mistake. They are not there
-not there-but yonder on the lowest form, hardly to be seen
for its very obscurity. Nay, it is more than likely you will find
them upon the very floor, with a diffidence and a shyness from a
consciousness of the fact that the lengthened time they have been
in the school proves to a demonstration indeed what slow, inapt,
forgetful learnm's they have been. The knowledge of this, moreover,
with an equally deep sense of the untowardness and the rebellion
and ingratitude with which they have treated their Heavenly Instructor, has been such as to make them willing to take the
lowest place, and to deem it a privilege and a favour indeed that
they have not long since been expelled the school in which so great
a tax upon patience, forbearance, and long-suffering had been so
long and so severely tested.
Reader, what say you to these things? Do you admit their
truthfulness and veracity? And are you prepared to enter upon
the new and untrodden year under a deep-felt consciousness that
your portraiture has been accurately drawn, and your condition
as correctly expressed? In other words, are you prepared to sit
down to your first lesson for the year with the heartfelt ackuowledgment-
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" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my strength, my righteousmss,
My Jesus, and my all" ?

If this be the case-this your state of mind-we are persuaded our
New Year's Motto will be a welcome one indeed"FEAR THOU NOT; FOR I A~J WITH THEE: BE NOT DISMAYED;
FOR I AM THY GOD: I WILL STRENGTHE~ THI<:E; YEA, I WILL
HELP THEE; "YEA, I WILL UPHOLD THEE WITH THE RIGHT HAND
OF My RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Isa. xli. 10).
Now, beloved, altogether new, strange, and complicated as tluJ,
untrodden year may. present itself to our poor trembling hearts-,o.
what can we want more than the above so great and graciouspromise embraces?
Let us, then, first contemplate the Speaker-the great "I," so"
blessedly repeated in this precious portion-" Fear thou not; for
am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee'
with the right hand of My righteousness." Oh, it is such a blessed
repetition! The" I" of the creature is one thing, and the less of .
it the better! The "I" of the Great Eternal is quite another
matter, and the more of it, the sweeter and the more satisfactory!
That was a marvellous and a most glorious answer given to
Moses, when he asked how he was to reply to the inquiry as to .
Who sent him. "I AM THAT I AM. . • . . Thus shalt thou say'
unto the children of Israel, I AM hath smt me unto you."
Some idea of the greatness and the glory of J ehovah may be'
gathered from the scenes connected with the giving of the law upon.
Mount Sinai, when Moses was commanded to warn the people"
lest they should come near, for "if so be even a beast touched...
the mountain, it was to be stoned, or thrust through with a dart" ;:
and in reference to the solemn displays of which, Moses said, "I
exceedingly fear and quake." Again, a glimpse of the majesty
and glory of the Most High might be obtained when, upon the
ardent appeal of the Prophet Elijah, fire came down from heaven,
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and licked up the watcr that
was round about the trench, and the stones and the dust thereof.
Again, what a glorious challenge is that in Isaiah xl.-" Who
hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and meted
out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth
in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills
in a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being
His counseller hath taught Him? With whom took He counsel,
and who instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of judgment, aud taught Him knowledge, and showed to Him the way
of understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket,
and are couuted as the small dust of the balance; behold, He
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taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not
sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt
offering. All nations before Him are as nothing; and they are
counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom, then,
will ye liken God ~ or what likeness will ye compare unto
Him?" (vel'. 12-18.) Then how tender and how gracious-but
it is so like Him, blessed be His name-that He should, in that
very chapter, make so tender and loving an appeal, with a view
to check the fears and remove the doubts of His timid ones"Why sayest thou, 0 J acob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My way is
hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my
God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of His understanding.
He giveth power to the faint: and to them that have no might
He increaseth strength" (vel'. 27-29).
This, then, dear reader, is the God with whom we have to do
-this the great and gracious Speaker in our text, of whom we
read, in the fifty-seventh chapter of this same prophecy of Isaiah,
"Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose
name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (vel'. 15) ;
and again, in the sixty-sixth chapter and second verse, "To this
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and trembleth at My word."
Well, now, this great and gracious Being says, "Fear not! "
and, considering who He is, and what He is, and what He
has promised to be and to do, what little ground have we to fear,
even· though we are entering upon another year, and very possibly
the last we shall ever begin, much less see the close of. This is
highly probable with many of the elder ones among us, and may
apply likewise to some of the younger people we address. Be this
as it may, it is a wonderful thing-a distinguishing mercy and a
great favour-for this" high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity"
to say to such poor and needy, doubting and fearing, ones as we
are, "FEAR NOT! "
.
'It was very gracious and very condescending, upon the part
of the Lord, when on earth, to say, upon one occasion in particular,
to His disciples, "It is I; be not afraid." It is equally condescending and gracious now He is exalted on His throne, and EO
Personally familiar with all our varied states and conditions, to
whisper His precious" Fear nots" into our so often fearing hearts
and anxious, troubled minds. The sweetness, the savour, the suitability of His precious "Fear nots" must be realized in order to
be understood.
But more, the Lord J ehovah gives the reason, and He shows
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the cause, on account of which there is no need whatever for us
to fear; and He . says it, too, so pointedly and so specially, so
that there should be no mistake nor misunderstanding about it.
"Fear not, thou! "-" thou, thine own very self! Yes, thou, the
worm J acob !" See the opening verse of the forty-third chapter"But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 J acob, and
He that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed
thee; I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine"; or, as
dear old COVERDALE renders it, "thou art Mine own." "What!
me? a worm, and no man? " " Yes, thee, the little worm J acob,"
as COVERDALE again renders the fourteenth verse of the forty-first
<chapter. "Thou, the crawling one-thou, the frail one-thou,
the powerless, undefended one-thou, the shrinking, struggling,
·dreading one!" "Fear thozt not." And why? Ah! here is the
Jreason-and what a reason, too! What can equal, much less surpass it? "FOR I Ani WITH THEE."
That was enough for poor J acob-sad, desolate, heart-burdened
as he was-a weary wanderer, he knew not whither. "Behold,
I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee
of" (Gen. xxviii. 15). That most blessed assurance sufficed the
lonely and the desolate one. Equally assured and divinely contented was Moses, vast and responsible as was his position as
Israel's leader through a barren waste, when J ehovah pledged
Himself-" My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest."
The presence of the Lord is the one grand turning-point with
those who know Him. Whether expressed in so many words or
not, it is the inbred and uppermost desire of their hearts to have
the deep-felt consciousness that the Lord is with them, leading,
guiding, guarding, upholding, sustaining, counselling, instruoting,
protecting, delivering. He is their light, their joy, their peace,
their satisfaction, their All in all. In all truthfulness they can
testify" 'Tis heaven to rest in His embrace,
And nowhere else but there."

Whatever may be the ideas of the novioe, or however slanderous
the sayings of the sceptic, the Spirit-possessed aud the Spirit-led
eau, in all truthfulness and sincerity, adopt the words of the
immortal W ATTS" My God, my Life, my Love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
" Thy smiling face can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell;
'Tis pamdise if Thou art here;
If Thou depart 'lis hell."

8,
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Extravagant, vague, or fanatical as the language may be deemed
by the world, or the mere nominal professor, those with whom is
"the secret of the Lord" know it by real and blessed experience
to be true. r:J;he presenoe of the Lord-the presenoe of the Lord
-is the secret, all-engrossing wish and desire of their hearts; and,
where this is in exeroise, and that tenderness of consoience whioh is
a. certain aooompaniment, nothing is more dreaded than the oonsoious
absence of the Lord; in other words, the want of that interoourse,
the cessation of that oommunion, the laok of that" walking and
talking with Jesus," whioh constitutes the very life and well-being
of their souls. To suoh there is soaroely a more solemn or more
to be dreaded statement in the whole Book of God than that whioh
declares that Jonah took ship to Tarshish, in order that he might
flee from the presence of the Lord!
Reader, you that know the Lord-you who, it may be, have been
long familiar with His graoious Person and heavenly dealings-say,
are we correct in our testimony, or otherwise, in the statements
just made? What, in your estimation, can compare with the
presence of the Lord? Is it not foremost in all your thoughts and
most fervent wishes and aspirations? Is it not the sum and
substanoe of all your desires? Is not all short of it a blank-a
void-a wretohed and miserable vacuum? Oan you not say" vVere I in heaven without my God,
'Twould be no heaven to me" 1

In the same spirit can you not say, "Give me Christ, or else
I die"?
" Though words can never tell my case,
N or all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Christ is all I want" 1

Are not these the feelings, we ask, with whioh, however fearfully
or tremblingly, you tread the threshold of this new and unforeseen
year? If so-and we doubt it not-then how swel1t and timely
and precious will be the assuranoe-" Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
The reader will observe how condescendingly and graoiously
He meets the case of the fearing and trembling by suoh Eo very
marked assuranoe-" Fear th'ou not; for I am with thee." We
repeat, what is it that the Lord's ohildren so orave, whilst on
pilgrimage, as the Lord's presenoe? What a oleaving, for example,
there is to that precious pledge, and how oonstantly is it pleaded
before the Lord-" When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned.;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2). And
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what is the response to such assurance, even at the last great
climax? " Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and
Thy staff they oomfort me." And then, in the anticipation of
passing through the Jordan, oome when and how it may, what a
falling back there is upon the manner of Israel's entering upon
the promised Oanaan! The ark (the symbol of the divine presence) preceded them; the priests stood in the midst of Jordan.
until each and all had passed clean over-a precious setting forth
of the glorious fact that Jesus has literally preceded His people.
even in the waters of death, and that His presence shall verily be
realized when His followers shall come there.
But. further, the promise runs, " Be not dismayed." Oome what
may. "be not dismayed." Why? "FOR I AM THY GOD!"
What a declaration! "I AM THY GOD!" Oh, poor sinner, what
can you, or what can we, want more? What does it embrace-or
rather, what does it not embrace? That is a most striking statement in the forty-sixth Psalm. After the startling scenes there
described, and so calculated to fill with terror and alarm, the
Psalmist is bidden to "be still, and know that I am God!"
rrhis might be in the abstract-as Deity, as J ehovah, Ruler,
Governor, rightful Director and Oontroller over all! But the
language before us is far above and beyond all this. There is.
not rule and dominion merely, but 1'elationship __ and this is what
renders it so blessed. "I am thy God!" "I am thine, and
thou art Mine." Out of this springs another precious verity.
Elsewhere we read, "Ooncerning the work of My hands comman(~
ye Me." Now, upon the ground of relationship, there is such
lawful, ardent, irresistible appeal-" My God! My God!" "Doubtless Thou art our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and
"Thou art our Father." "I will
Israel acknowledge us not."
say, They are My people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God."
Oh, what a claim! what a relationship! " My God! My :Father! "
Then what fools we are, reader, ever, even in the veriest thought.
to relinquish the claim! Did the Lord ever reveal the fact? Did
He ever, in a single instance, speak to us as His child? Did He
ever, even in the softest, gentlest, most lovable whisper, say, "I
am thy God"? That is enough. That furnishes us once and for
ever with a divine, irresistible, most lawful claim. "Thou saidst, I
am thy God!"
" Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

It is as fixed-as abiding-as unalterable as God's eternal throne t
Out of it grows another precious truth, namely" When first before the mercy-seat
Thou didst to Him thy all commit,
He gave thee warrant from that hour
To trust His wisdom, love, and power."
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Then, further, in His Fatherly kindness and loving consideration,
the Lord says, "I will s.trengthen thee." Now, this clearly implies
weakness upon the part of the one so addresRed; and how is this
strength imparted? Oh, it is by His own home-and-heart-spoken
word! "When He had spoken unto me, I was strengthened," said
the 'Prophet Daniel.
Reader, do you know anything of this renewal of strength,
through and by the heart-spoken word of the Lord? So timelyso precious-so suitable-so exactly the word wanted. Not se1£chosen, but God-chosen, and divinely applied. "He sent His
word, and healed them." It was not only a helping word, but a
healing word likewise.
" Ah !" say some, " if it were in very deed a healing word, how
is it J: feel as I do? I never felt so bad as I do now. I thought
I was heard. I thought I was pardoned. I thonght I was healed
of the dread malady of sin. I thought the Lord had put it away,
and, in His love, pity, and compassion, had put it away for ever
-put it behind His back, never more to be seen-but, alas! alas!
I never felt the weight, the burden, the anguish, as I do now."
And why, think you, is this? What you are passing through
is by no means to unsay what was said, or to undo what was done "
but it is the rather, indirectly, but not less really and effectually,
to mtiiy and confirm the fact. It may to you appear strange and
contradictory, but such is the fact, nevertheless. Had you seen
and felt bejo1"e those manifestations which led you to hope and
believe, without additional grace and strength from on high, you
would have sunk into positive despair at the discovery. Hence
the omnipotent J ehovah gave you rays of light-gleams of sunshine
-whispers of love and mercy-prepamto1'Y to showing you more
fully the depths into which you had fallen, and the perils from
which His sovereign grace and power had rescued you.
If a sinking mariner had been snatched from the yawning deep,
or a shipwrecked sailor had climbed a trackless cliff, or a terrorstricken occupant had escaped the raging element that was consuming her house, would not the one and the other have shuddered
as they contemplated the narrowness of their escape? Would they
be able, for a time at least, to realize that they were saved, and
had really escaped the doom with which they were assailed? In
like manner, a soul led to see the real character of his danger, and
the sin and degradation from which he has been plucked as a
brand from the burning, is at a loss to realize his real position,
the more especially whilst his great and gracious Deliverer, for the
purpose of testing his faith, seems to stand aloof, and as yet
comes not forth- to ratify and confirm His work. How marked,
both in the Psalms and the Prophets, are the cries for mercy
and the pleadings for pardon-and this again and again-after
that mercy and that pardon had been most clearly and unmis-
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takably bestowed! Henoe doubts, fears, and ITllsglvmgs about
forgiveness have been felt, and as to pardon pronounoed; and these
are by no means a new or an uncommon thing in the experienoe
of the Lord's redeemed and adopted ones.
Think of the conduct of the disoiplcs, after all that they had
seen and heard of Jesus, both before and after His death and
resurreotion, falling in with Peter's self-willed, unbelieving determination, "I go a-fishing." "We also go with thee," said they.
We believe this to have been an impatient, distrustful aot upon
the part of Peter and his brother disoiples, indioating doubts and
fears as to the reality of both their position and prospects.
Hence, although we by no means wish to make excuses formuch less to justify-the distrust and unbelief of the Lord's dear
children, we at the same time knolV it is easily to be acoounted
for, when we consider whenoe they are, what they are, and by
whom surrounded.
Then, again, as to calling in question the reality and genuineness
of the work, how many that have spent forty, fifty, or sixty years
on pilgimage, how, in the early stages of their spiritual career,
they have besought the Lord for some fresh token that He really
had spoken-that it was in very deed His word and His work!
"Lord, speak again-come again! If it were really Thy voice and
Thy doings, do give me another sign-one more proof! Do thus
show I was not mistaken-that I am not deceived-that it was
really Thyself-Thine own doings! Oh, do, do say, 'It is well!'
Do, I pray Thee, 'say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.'''
Header, are not such pleas and entreaties fresh in the remembrance, although so many years have passed since then?
But, further, the Lord declares, " yea, I will help thee." How
precious that "yea" is! It is intended to give tone and strength
to the promise. It seems to say, "Do not doubt or for a moment
call in question what I say. I mean it. I pledge Myself. I
give you My word and honour that I will abide by what I say.
, Yea, I will help thee.' I know thou art in a weak, helpless,
prostrate condition, but 'I wilt help thee' ; yes, that I wilL"
"Yea, [mark the 'yea' again] I will uphold thee with the
right hand of My righteousness." Then underneath as well as
round about must be "the everlasting arms." Header, if J ehovah
"takes up the isles as a very little thing"-if He "weighs the
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance"-think you not
He is able-aye, and as willing as He is able-to hold you up
also? Do you fanoy your tiny weight will be an over-match for
Him who" holds the winds in His fists, the waters in the hollow of
His hand, and meted. out the heavens with a span"?
"With the right hand of My righteousness." In Isaiah liii. 1,
Christ is oalled "the arm of the Lord." Whether or not the
expression "the right hand of My righteousness" directly here
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applies to the Person of Christ, of this we are certam, that all
that is done by Jehovah for and on behalf of poor sinnerG is in,
through, and by the Person and mediatorial work of J eSllS. The
Father is only known through and by the Son, and under the
divine operations of the Holy Ghost. "No man cometh unto the
Father but by Me," said Jesus. And, again, " No man can come
to Me except the Father which hath sent Me draw him." Hence
the act of coming to Jesus, npon the part of the poor sinner, is
stamped upon the very face of it with the divine approval. How
blessed, therefore, is the summing up of the New Year's word,
"Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I
will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa.
xli. 10).
Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea.
THE EDITOR.

THE "WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER'S NEW YEAR'S
CARD.
"Leaning upon Iocr Belovecl."-SoLO"llOX'S
THAT is-

1. Resting on His promise.
2. Relying on His power.

1. Resting on His promise.

SOXG

viii. 5.

I 3.4. Realizing
His love.
Rejoicing in His salvation.

This is leaning.

Pressing from step to step, in life's rough weather,
Saviour and sinner walking on together.

2. Relying on His power.

This is leaning.

In perfect weakness to the Saviour clinging;
Sighing and sad ofttimes, yet sometimes singing.

3.

R~alizing

His love.

This is leaning.

Amidst the many things that make life worrying,
A Saviour's love is precious and heart-cheering.

4. Rejoicing in His salvation.

This is leaning.

All, all of sovereign grace and mercy blending;
This grasp will do for time, and for life's ending.
Passing through the pearly gates leaning, leaning;
Joining the ransomed throngs in glory beaming.
GEORGE

COWELL.

The Gospel Magazine.

13

THE KNOWLEDGE OF "HIM THAT IS TRUE."

"And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
that we may know Him that is t1'ue, and we a1'e in Him
that is t1"1te, even in His Son Jesus ChTist. This is the tme God, and
etemal life."-l JOHN v. 20.
WAITING and wrestling for aNew Year's Portion to go forward with
in the pilgrimage of life, and to place on my" banner of hope," the
above has settled upon my mind and heart, and now again I wait and
wrestle for the Spirit's unfolding of it, to our JOy and comfort.
Oh, it is my desire for you and myself, beloved, that we may in
future steps have an increased knowledge of "Him that is tTue," and I
am sure that we shall not be disappointed, for it is a desire in keeping
with the mind and will of God, and in accordance with His covenant
promise j and the mere the Ohurch of God knows of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the more will glory redound to Him who is worthy of it, while
His body the Ohurch will become enriched in spiritual things.
In this spirit, then, dear reader, we approach our portion, which at
once speaks to us of a knowledge which is divine-the knowledge of
H Him tlwt £s tTue."
Now, knowledge in connection with the varied
intellectual paths of thought is certainly important. We have not a
word to say against it. On the contrary, we assert that education in
these days is a necessity. But with all the secular knowledge that
can be attained, man may remain unsaved, and as ignorant of divine
things a, a Hottentot. It is therefore with the higher knowledge we
have to do-yea, the highest of all-the tmth of God. And even here
it is needful to put in a caution. There may be a head-knowledge of
Gospel doctrines, without the grace of those doctrines in the heart. It
is, therefore, the saving knowledge of Him who is the tTuth that we
must have, which indeed must be given us from above, as our passage
implies-" the understanding thereof given us."
Let us, then, look more closely at this divine understanding, the gift
of the Holy Spirit. Our passage forms one of the closing expressions
of the beloved John's Epistle to the children of God. He wrote it
when he was "full of years," therefore it is not the language of young
thought, but of matured and heartfelt experience. Of the twelve
Apostles, he alone was left, the rest being taken from the Church below
to the Church above. His survey of things, therefore, was one of
mingled sorrow and hope, closing with the splendid words of our
passage-" And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we
are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Ohrist. This is the
true God, and eternal life."
Mark, at the onset, this positiveness. It is very precious-" we know."
Yes, blessed be God, we do. We know that He did come, the incarnate God, and we believe in "Him that is true," the true Me1siah,
without the shadow of a doubt. But many did not. Many rejected

~tnde1"Standing,
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Him. Beloved, who hath made us to diffed

All, all is of grace and
mercy.
But mark with us the important character here laid down of our
Lord-" Him that is true." ·Truth is eternally the same-lasting as
the everlasting hills. He who is the Truth is from everlasting to ever·
lasting, the co-equal, co-eternal God. Truth is that which admits of
proof, and the Word of God abounds with evidences of what we have
asserted concerning Christ. And this we shall see more fully if we trace
out what the sacred Scriptures tell us of the character of Christ as
"Him that is true."
For instance, He is described as "the tme Light," even that "lighteth
every man that cometh into the world"; for in natural things "all
things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made
that was made."
But, beyond this, He is "the Light of life," which has shined in
dark souls, causing its recipients to receive Him and believe in Him as
all their salvation. As we have it ill another beautiful passage, He
is "the Day-spring from on high, visiting this earth to give light to
them that sit in darkness." Oh, how precious is that light!
And our passage says, "He is come." Yes, He has, and is the
Light of the Church.
I heard a celebrated Ritualist say, the other day, "Now is light
come into the Church." vVe thought, "If so, why want altar candles 1 "
I rather fancy it is because darkness "ell-nigh as black as Egypt has
come over the Church, and the so-called priests are groping abou in
that darkness, and fly to rushlights to help them in their diilicul y.
Depend upon it, both priest and people, under such circumstances, will
fall into the ditch together. No; while we turn away from such
doings with disgust, blessed be God, the Light that is in the Church
is Christ Himself, the true Light-" a Light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of His people Israel." All other lights are false, deceptive, and degrading. The knowledge of Him finds its highest dignity
in spiritual life and spiritual light within.
"Oh, Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth," and
shine within, and let the glory of Thy presence be felt by reader and
writer! Some of us are getting on in years. Oh, that Christ may be
our Light at our eventide of life! ;,
But, further, Christ is the true Bl'ead-" the Bread of God, which
cometh down from heaven, of which if a man eat, he shall never die,"
for Christ is the divine sustenance of the hidden life, which is everlasting-the life of God in the soul. He is the hidden manna which
shall sustain throughout the pilgrimage of life, and our spiritual cranngs
find only their sat,isfaction in Him. We may get this by littles, but
they are blessed littles; and crumbs from the Master's table are
particles of that loaf which gives life and sustenance to hungry
souls.
I was so impressed this morning with an expression recorded in
connection with the Good Samaritan. Priest and Levite passed by on
" God grant it, dear brother, for a precious Clll'is~'d sake.
amen,-En.

Amen and

..
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the other side, leaving the poor wounded and stripped one half dead.
But the "certain Samaritan" went to him, bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and taking him to a place of rest and shelter,
adding on the morrow, "Take care of him, and whatsoever thou spendestr
more, when I come again I will repay thee." Oh, that blessed" Take
care of him"! Yes, our blessed Lord does take care of His own, sup·
plying all their need.
Beloved, we have experienced the Lord's" Take care of him," have
we not, and remain the living to praise our faithful Deliverer and
Saviour 1
But, again, with regard to "Him that is true." He is the true Vine,
and "ye," says our blessed Lord to His disciples, "are the branches.'
Yes, rooted and grounded in Godhead Personality and power, all His
redeemed are spiritual branches thereof, deriving all their sap, nourishment, and growth from Him, and thereby bringing forth fruit unto
God, in the fulfilment of Ohrist's own assertion to His spiritual Ohurch,
"In Me is thy fruit found." All other roots or headships are false.
Ohrist only is the true Vine. Thus again we know "Him that i&
true." Oh, for more realization of that divine oneness-that living
graft which is the work of the Spirit of God, in accord with our
Lord's declaration, "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be
made perfect in one."
" Oh, may my soul her union prove
To Christ, the heavenly Vme;
For since the Root can ne'er remove,
Each branch in heaven shall shine."

Still further, Gll1'ist is the true Witness. One of the precious characters sustained by the Third Person in the blessed Trinity is that of
the 'Witness, and precious it is when in personal experience "He
witnesseth with our spirits that we are children of God." But fitting
into such office. and glorifying each other, the Second Person is also
called "the Witness "-" Unto the angel of the Ohurch of the Laodiceans write: These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
W"-Uness." And oh, how we shall need Him as such in the great day
of account, when the great white throne will be brought out, and we
shall stand among the gathered myriads surrounding it! Then will He
say concerning each of His own, "That one and that one is Mine.
, Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' " "They shall be Mine, saith the
I,ord of Hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels." And will
He lose one of His jewels 1 Never-not even the tiniest. The
heavenly casket would not be complete if one were missing. He is
"the faithful and true Witness," who will witness faithfully in the
solemn day.
And then, Christ is the embodiment of truth itself. He is the T1'uth.
It has been said, "Truth remains constantly the same, though Peter
deny and Judas betray." So, beloved, may we take joy that, amidst
all the specious errors of the day, the truth is "the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." Ohrist is the Rock of truth. If a man build
thereon, he is safe; but woe be to him that denies the truth! That
Rock will fall upon him and grind him to pieces.

16

The Gospel Magazi1te.

The angel of the Church at Philadelphia grasps at the Lord Jesus
Christ in this blessed character, declaring Him as "He that is holy
and He that is true." Let us rejoice, too, in this precious appellation,
which so fully de~cribes the Lord of Glory.
Thus, dear reader, do we in some measure grasp at this precious
description of our Lord-" Him that is true "-the true God, co-equal
and co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit.
We have seen how He is the true Light j and what is so precious, that
Light which has shined into our souls, giving us, by His Spirit, an
understanding "that we may know Him." Then we have seen how
He is the true Bread-the Source of divine sustenance day by day to
His Church and people, whom He does blessedly take care of. Then
we have traced Him as the true Vine-that blessed Headship with
which His members are incorporated-one in Him. Then we have
referred to Him as the t1'1W Witness, witnessing His relationship to
His people and theirs to Him, declaring them His in the great day of
account. And then we have seen how He may be indeed summed up
as the embodiment of truth-" the Way, the Truth, and the Life."
We want now to dwell upon the importance of having the saving
knowledge of "Him that is true "-" God hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true."
And first note with us, beloved, that the pe?'sonal knowledge oj "Him
that is true" is essential to salvation. It was this fact that made the
Apostle say, "I count all things but loss for the knowledge of Christ
J psus my Lord." The salvation of the soul is the all-important point,
and Christ is our salvation-" Neither is there salvation in any other,
for there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby
we rnui\t be saved"; and all who are thinking to get to heaven some
Dther way will find themselves fatally deceived. To be saved, there
must be the recognition and realization of Christ as our salvation.
Oh, with what unction and power did those words fall upon us
~oncerning Anna, a prophetess!
Good old Simeon had alrea.dy
taken up the young Child in his arms and declared Him to be his
salvation-the gift of God-and now the good old "widow of about
four-score and four years," coming into the temple at that instant,
"gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spalce of Him to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem." "That looked for redemption." Yes, yes! Redemption is in Christ; and, if so, all the blessings
that follow it, and are involved in that word SALVATION, are in
Him, a safe, sweet, and saving recognition.
But a step further. To give the saving knowledge of "Him tkat is
tme" is alone the wode of the Holy Spirit. I would desire to be bold,
clear, and emphatic upon this point, for it is painful to obser,e how
the Holy Spirit's work is shelved, if not ignored, in the preaching of
the present day, and that, too, even among so-called" Evangelicals." I
heard a sermon only last evening from such, and I went with the
earnest desire of getting a little spiritual food. But, alas! from the
beginning to the end the work of the Spirit was never mentioned,
although the text was, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."
Why, to live spiritually and for eternity is alone the work of the
Spirit; and to live in Christ and for Christ is an impossibility apart

17

The Gospel Magazine.
,

~

from the power, strength, and upholding of the Spirit of God, the
Almighty Giver of life. God helping me, my testimony shall be saturated with the Spirit's work.*' I will not bring in that work as a side
wind, to His dishonour, but will earnestly desire more than ever to
glorify the Third Person in the ever-blessed Trinity. My New Year's
motto and desire was for 1888--" That I may be filled with the Holy
Ghost." I desire that it should be the same for 1889, and so on to the
end.
No, beloved, there is no such a thing personally realized as a saving
knowledge of Christ excepting by the work of the Spirit, and thus
each Person in the Trinity honour each other, and so will we.
To my mind, one of the most precious offices sustained by the Holy
Spirit is that of the Leader into all truth-one declared, too, by our
blessed Lord Himself, and, as such, that "He shall glorify Me, for
He shall receive of Mine, and show it unto you." This is just what
we covet-to be led into things that shall glorify Christ. Such unfoldings, how precious they are 1 They make us long to be "filled with
the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding."
This is what the Apostle Paul calls" an unction from the Holy One."
Dear Lord, grant unto us day by day that "unction "-that blessed
anointing-that melting and softening of spirit which keeps us as
nothing before the Lord, waiting for Him to work His own will in us !
But another link in this divine knowledge. The personal knowledge
of C~rist is an evidence of the new life, as our passage asserts-" this is
the true God and eternal life." They cannot be separated. To know
Christ is to have life eternal. Christ within is the life of God in the
soul. This puts us in possession of the secret-Cl For me to live is
Christ."

And I think we shall. find that the beginnings of divine grace in the
soul are accompanied in some way by the revelation of Christ within
as the needed Saviour of a perishing sinner. I found in personal and
precious experience that "repentance toward God" and the revelation
of Christ as my Saviour were spontaneous, and that very repentance
and that choice revelation proved that Christ was already the Life,
through the power of the Spirit. This is the explanation to me of our
Lord's assertion, "Ye must be born again."
" Christ is my life; my soul still lives
By virtue of the life He gives,
Which He can well supply;
This Source of life can never fail;
Though all the powers of hell assail
My soul can never die."

-Eut, again, the personal knowledge of "Him that is tnte" is necessary to
our growth in divine things. That was a precious desire of the Apostle's,
that "we might grow up into Him in all things which is the Head,
even Christ." Ob, how my soul desires this-a growing out of self,
"We rejoice in this your declaration, dear brother. It is all-important in
this our day. It is called "the dispensation of the Spirit," but we believe
that the Spirit was never more dishonoured than now.-ED.

c
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out of the world, and up into Christ! This would bring about a
desirable increase indeed.
There is a very pregnant expression in the heading of the thirteentTl
chapter of Luke. It is in connection with our Lord's parables of the
mustard seed and of the leaven. Note it with us, dear reader. It is
this-Cl The powerful working of the Word in the hearts of His
chosen." Surely this is what we want-to become increased with the
hidden working of the Word by the quickening of the Holy Ghost, so
that the Word may permeate our lives, our walk, our converse, our
worship, our petitions, our praises, our testimony-yea, on the other
hand, our trials, our sorrows and griefs-yea, be as leaven leavening the
whole meal. Thus will it be seen that, to grow in grace, we must
have the knowledge of Him who is the Word, and that Word working
within. No Christ, no growth; no leaven, no life.
Take, then, that expression home to your beart8, beloved. I know it
will be the desire of every living child "that I may have the powerful
working of the Word in my heart."
But, further, a saving knowledge ~f Chr£st proves our ~mion with Him.
As our portion has it, "And we are in Him that is true." ~ 0 language
of mine can describe this bett('r than that of dear Mr. N ORTHOVER'S
upon" Divine Union," in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for October, page
607. He writes truly, "The everlasting oneness and identity of
interest between Christ and His chosen people is a grand tl'ltth, containing as it does the distinguishing glory of Christ's mediatorial office,
connecting the honour of His name with the everla8ting salvation of
His dear people." It is indeed a grand tTuth. Ob, to drink more
deeply into it! We might add, Note how the Lord of Glory turns
out in divine assurance His will concerning it. He says, "I have
chosen you out of the world." Again, "Since thou wast precious in
My sight, thou hast been honourable." And multitudes of other assertions of the kind must occur to us, telling of that vital union with
Him which the Apostle Paul is persuaded nothing is able to sever.
We repeat, with our dear brother, it is a grand truth; and I am sure
of this, that the Christian will desire to prove his union to Christ by
conformity to His Word and example.
But we must pass on. Our subject, too, is a grand one. 'Ye
observe, further, to gain a heartfelt knowledge of Ch1'ist, Y01~ must be
brought into the school of discipline. We often sigh, "Well, the Lord's
permittings are marvellous. ""Ye cannot understand them. They are so
against flesh and blood." "Exactly so. Then does it not strike you,
dear reader, that it is the flesh and blood calculations that are weak,
while the Lord's discipline is in wisdom ~ and His permittings are as
much part of that wisdom as His performances.
And let me make another inquiry. Is it not in thE' depths that we
learn most of Him who is our salvation ~ % Conflict quickens us. Sometimes we get severe stabs from the enemy, and the wounds worry us ;
but, beloved, do not those very stabs inspire us with fresh vigour in
the fight of faith in the Master's cause ~
• Reader, if you are under clivine teaching, the longer you live the more you
will prove this to be true.-En.
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" Ob, trust in Him whate'er betide!
His love is all-sustaining."

But, to take another view of this hallowed knowledge of "Him that
is true," the personal knowledge of Ohrist ,is the joy of the Ohristian's life.
I am sure I can say, for one, my little knowledge of "Him that is
true" is the joy of my life; and my daily simple prayer is, "Lord,
let not this day pass without my gaining some freah view of Thee,
and learning something more about Thee."
And, if such knowledge is the joy of the Christian's heart, so also
will it constitute the joy of the Christian's home. There may be plenty
of trouble-plenty of work and worry-and yet the secret knowledge
of a Saviour, and that that Saviour is mine-oh, how it uplifts one
and pulls one through the mire of worldly care and contention!
But, again, it is in every-day life ctnd its details where the knowledge of
Christ will prove blessed and beneficial. This is the "something secret
that sweetens all." This it is that carries a Christian man through the
oft-depressing experiences of life's battles. This it is that nerves him to·
press onwards and homewards. This it is that brings him to a peace of
mind "which passeth all understanding" amidst this world's unrest..
We may lament that we know so little of Christ, and live so little
Christ; but blessed be God for that little. It is the Lord's little,
sealed home with the promise, "Thou shalt see greater things yet."
But, dear Christian reader, you that have to go down into the
deep waters of worldly surges, say, is it not in the midst of such a
whirl that you get the best and most precious whisperings of a
Saviour's love 7 The Word, the promise, the portion, then how
precious! Oh, those sweet insights into truth! I would not be without them for all the wisdom of this world. They may be but little
nibblings, but they are nibblings of a sweet pasture which greatly
strengthen by the way.
Observe, further, that the real knowledge of Ohrist will cause us to'
make Him our "All and in all." We want not anything between.
The following passage has come upon me with that melting sweetness we love-" Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and receivest
unto Thee; he shall dwell in Thy court, and shall be satisfied with the
pleasures of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple" (Prayer Book Version
of Psalm lxv, 4). And what are the "pleasures of God's house" to
us, beloved 7 Can we find them in crosses and candles-in priests and
performances-in decorations and dedications 7';;' Nay, do we not say
emphatically, "Away with all that intervenes between myself and
Christ " 7 My pleasure in God's house is to find Him-to find Christ.
in the petitions, Christ in the praises, Christ in the preaching-and [
come away from the courts of my God downcast unless I have learned.
something more about Christ. Church or chapel is no pleasant place
to me unless I realize "fellowship with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ." What say you, dear friend 7 Is it not the same with
you 7 You cannot be content with the carnal gratification of a "worldly
sanctuary," pleasing enough to the worldly religious. Your pleasure is.
• Tiusell tawdry! rubbish! Away with it!

Away with it !-En.
C 2

20

The Gospel Magazine.

alone found in spiritual worship and spiritual things, having their
kernel, centre, and all in Christ.
And then, beloved, remember with us that the saving knowledge of
Ohrist will do fo1' a dying pillow. And I believe that what will do for
a dying pillow would form a very precious test of what things will do
for us on the way to it; and our young friends would do well to lay
hold of the inquiry as a means of satisfying them as to what they
sheuld do, and what they should not do. Will it do for the deathbed 1 Will it do to face eternity with 1 If not, away with it! I have
to die; let me live to die. The truth of God is what we want now
and ever, an4Jhe saving and personal knowledge of that truth within
is all.importlt'Et for time and eternity.
"I know myself to be a child of God, and an heir of glory," .said a
dying Christian, adding, " Judas was lost that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled, but the Scriptures would not be fulfilled if I should not be
saved." Here is confidence in the truth of God, sealed home with
hallowed assurance. May the Lord the Spirit grant us such a personal
laying hold of the Scriptures of truth! My God says it, and I believe
Him. Is this presumption 1 No, it is not. To believe God, honours
Him; to take Him at His word, glorifies His name.
But we observe further, that, get a personal knowledge of a precious
Christ, and you will want to tell all about Him to others. As we have
already seen, good old Anna, when she had recognized Christ in the
temple as her salvation, she immediately gave thanks and spoke of Him
to all around her. Ah! this is blessed work, to tell of Christ to those
around us. It is sometimes said to us, "But look how your writings
are blessed. See what is done by the pen." I know it; I rejoice in
it; but I must in all honesty tell the secret-that it is nothing like
the testimony of the tongue. To see anxious faces uplifted, and the
Word that falls from your lips drunk in with silent joy and delight,
inspires you with feelings you cannot gain by any other means. The
'Word burns within you as a fire. Damp it, crush it, and I will answer
for it you can scarcely do as Anna did-give thanks."~
,¥ell, beloved, we must, if we have the personal knowledge of Christ
within, desire in some way to
"tell to sinners that surround
What a dear Saviour we have found."
But to return from the testimony to the truth itself, obser\e, it is
the knowledge of "Him that is tme" that will pTepnre us for the heavenly
kingdom. Fancy a man getting there who does not know Him who
is the glory of heaven! Why, if it were possible for him to get
within the pearly gates, he would but be a stranger with strangers.
And then how important to live for eternity! What is the use of
all the religious vagaries of the day 1 Will they do to face eternity 1
Indeed not. I often think, concerning such who are wrapped up in
them, of those solemn words, where the Lord God Himself says, "I

* We quite agree with you, dear brother. We realize Sunday after Sunday
the lack of that glow of heart of which you speak-that divine fellowship between
living souls-when a precious' Christ is the theme both in pulpit and pew.-En.
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will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometh.'
Better by far be among the Lord's little flock, despised and rejected
by the worldly religious. Never mind what they say, dear weeper,
creeper, and seeker. Yours is a right course, and will stand the day
of death, judgment, and eternity.
Finally, beloved, the knowledge of "Him that is true" u'ill be our passport through the gates of the heavenly kingdom. The porter at the gates
will know us. He will see the mark of Jesus on our foreheads, and
the seal of the Spirit on our passport. It will be all right.
We cannot be sufficiently thankful to our God for that Scriptural
assurance that those that are redeemed with Christ's precious blood
shall be "numbered with His saints in glory everlasting." Are we
among His redeemed? We know we are, beloved. We must believe
it. Then we shall be numbered, however unworthy, with His saints
in everlastir:g glory. Grasp this assurance, and go on your way
rejoicing.
But, dear fellow-Ohristian, our subject glitters with increased glory
as we go along, but we must withhold, only running through our suggestions in connection therewith, with the hope that they may become
food for further tho:lght. See, then, we have asserted that the personal
knowledge of "Him that is true" is essential to salvation. It is impossible to be saved without it. There is no other way to heaven.
That to give the saving knowledge of "Him that is true" is alone
the work of the Holy Spirit. We will, God helping us, honour the
Third Person in the glorious Trinity more and more. There can be
nothing approaching a saving knowledge of our Lord without Him who
is the Leader into all truth. That the personal knowledge of Ohrist
is an evidence of the new life-" This is the true God and eternal
life "-the life of God in the soul-" Ohrist in you, the hope of glory."
That the personal knowledge of "Him that is true" is necessary to
our growth in divine things. It is feeding upon Him by faith that is
the sustenance of the soul-growing up into Ohrist so precious. That
a saving knowledge of Ohrist proves our union with Him-" And we
are in Him that is true." Oh, this precious, precious oneness in Him!
That to gain a heartfelt knowledge of "Him that is true," you must
be brought into the school of discipline. It is in trial we learn most
of Christ-down into the depths that we can say, "Behold, God is my
salvation." . That the personal knowledge of Christ is the joy of the
Ohristian's life. Yes, indeed it is. What should we do without it ~
Those blessed communications which lift up the soul, and cheer us
onwards in life's pilgrimage. That it is in every-day life)nd its details
where the knowledge of Christ will prove so blessed and beneficial.
In the midst of the whirl of earthly care, those little insights into
truth are so helpful and joyous. That the real knowledge of Ohrist
will cause us to make Him" All and in all "-Christ all in the petition,
all in the praises, all in the preaching-nothing between in the realization of the "pleasures of God's house." That the saving knowledge of
Christ will do for a dying pillow-a precious test of how to live for
eternity. Get a personal knowledge of Christ, and you will want to
tell all about Him to others-not hide it under a bushel, but delight
to tell of Him to other,; who is so precious to one's own soul. And
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finally, it is the knowledge of "Him that is true" that will prepare us
for the heavenly kingdom, and will be our passport through the pearly
gates thereof. Other knowledge may be pleasing and profitable in its
place, but this we have been dwelling upon is all-important, for it is
for eternity.
In conclusion, I would say, Christian friends, we are to advance.
May it be in the knowledge of Christ; and, if so, we must cling to
His Word. Hold fast to the truth, and let us treat all fresh whims
and fancies as we would flies to be brushed off our persons. God
keep us in the good old paths of divine verity and truth. Such paths
Jote our New
are safe, and alone lead to the heavenly kingdom.
Year's desireTHAT WE MAY BECOME INCREASED IN THE
KNOWLEDGE OF "HIM THAT IS TRUE."

Bm·ton-on-Trent.

G. C.

ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
"AND YE NOW THEREFORE HAVE SORROW: BUT I
:''WILL SEE YOU AGAIN, AND YOUR HEART SHALL RE--JOICE, AND YOUR JOY NO MAN TAKETH FROM: YOU."
(JOHN xvi. 22.)
D.

A.

DOUDNEY, V~car.

EMMANUEL, BRISTOL.
"HOPE THOU IN GOD."
(PSALM

xlii. 5.)

AN AOROSTIC.
thou in God, dismiss thy fears (Mark v. 36) ;
o rest in Him, dry up thy tears (Psa. xxxvii. 7);
P lead thou His Word; thou shalt prevail (Isa. xliii. '26);
Eternal Truth can never fail (Heb. vi. 18, 19).
Trials of faith to triumph lead (1 Peter i. 7) ;
Help best is found in greatest need (Psa. xlvi. 1);
o 'er stormy seas we sail to rest (Psa. cvii. 29, 30) ;
Under His care how safe and blest (Psa. xci. 1).
I f dark the night, how bright the day (Sol.'s Song ii. 17);
N 0 ill can harm; Christ leads the way (Psa. xxiii. 4).
Gird up thy mind, thy courage raise (1 Peter i. 13) ;
o n God rely in all thy ways (Prov. iii. 5, 6);
Doubt Him no more; cheer up, and praise (Isa. xxvi. 3,4).
-H

OPE

R.

OORNALL,

M.A., Vica1·.
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SATISFACTION!
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I
desire beside Thee."-PsALM lxxiii. 25.
THE spot occupied by the Psalmist, experimentally, when he uttered
these words, is the most enviable one upon earth-a spot into which
the members of the one family of Jehovah can only be led by the
Holy and Ever-blessed Spirit. The way to it is through dark and
dreary places, as may be seen from the former part of this Psalm. It
is written, "Because they have no changes, therefore they fear not
God" (Psa. Iv. 19). Those who do fear Him find that they have at
times to "travel much by night," but there are seasons when they can
say, "Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing; Thou
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness" (Psa. xxx. 11).
Ab! the Lord's people know what it is to be "bowed together," so
that they can "in no wise lift up themselves." Then they have
nothing to look at, nothing to engage their thoughts but self and the
earth; yet there is a desire expressed in words li ke these" Jesus, my fainting spir:t brings
Its wretchedness to Thee;
Thine eye at least cau penetrate
The clouded mystery."

Blessed be God, "His soul is [still] grieved for the misery of Israel"
(see Judges x. 16), and in due season, when sorrow and suffering
have done their work, and pressed down the weary soul to His feetwhen "all hope that we should be saved is taken away"-He appears
for our help and relief. Well might David say, "Thou hast turned
for me my mourning into dancing." Ah! the Church shall know that
the Lord alone effects her deliverance from captivity, and when He
does it, she exclaims, "The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof
we are glad."
But, beloved, we would notice, first, as enabled by the Lord the
Spirit-that Glorious One we so much need as the Spirit oj wisdom
and revelation-the trying path through which Asaph passed ere he came
to this blessed spot. He is evidently, in this Psalm, giving a relation
of what had passed in his soul's experience. He was speaking of the
darkness ajte?' he had been delivered from it, .and brought into the
light. He commences by saying, "Truly God is good to Israel, even to
such as are of a clean heart." Nothing loosens the tongues of God's
poor children like the experience of His goodness to them. When they
apprehend their standing among the true Israel, in whom is no reservewhen that precious faith, the gift of God to His elect, is in exercise,
and purifies the heart-what else can they say but "Truly God is good" ?
"Good, for putting me among the children; good, for cleansing me in
Jesus' precious blood; good, for clothing me in His spotless righteousness; good, for 'with Him freely giving me all things.'''
Depend upon it, dear reader, there can be no singing of God's good-
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ness with tha heart and understanding, unless we have a personal
realization of it. "0 give thanks unto the Lord," saith Daviel, "for
He is good: for His mercy enelureth for ever! Let the redeemed of the
Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy"
(Psa. cvii. 1, 2). "0 magnify the Lord with me," says the freed captive,
"and let us exalt His name together." And why ~ "I sought the
Lord, ~nd He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." Thus
the Psalmist might well commence this portion with "Truly Goel is
good to Israel." He felt His goodness, for He had delivered him from
his low place, and put gladness in his heart. He tells us "his feet
were almost gone; his steps had well-nigh slipped"; and the reason of
this was, because he had been occupied with his surroundings, rather
than with his God, "for," says he, "I was envious at the foolish,
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." He continues to describe
that prosperity, which makes it evident that he not only saw, but
meditated for a considerable season upon it. In a later verse he bemoans his own case, which, when compared with that of the wicked,
seemed so hard. He argues that he had cleansed his heart in vain, and
washed his hands in innocency, for all the day long had he been
plagued, and chastened every morning. Oh, how the great enemy of
souls delights to 'see the Lord's tried people given up to this spirit of
self-pity! He cares not with what they are occupied, if he can but divert
their eyes from their gracious God. The brief outward prosperity of
the wicked is a delightful theme for him to dilate upon, contrasted with
their own sorrows and distresses. He knows well enough that human
nature loves ease, whether it be the human nature of the unregenerate,
or of the family of Jehovah; so he is ever anxious, a-s in Job's case,
for the destruction of their carnal delights, in order to breed a spirit
of discontent. Every child of Goel knows full well that afflictive providences can have but one effect upon them, when left to view the
affliction, apart from the Hand which sends it, namely, to produce rebellion,
fretfulness, and peevishness. Blessed be the name of our covenant God,
He does not leave His people here. Satan labours to lead their minds
away from Him, but their indwelling Friend, God the Holy Ghost, the
Stronger than Satan, will not allow them to remain in his hand and
under his power. He may, and often does, for a time prevail; nevertheless, that Glorious One whose office it is to take of Christ's and
reveal to the Church, turns the eyes off from every other object, and
causes His suffering saints to "look unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher
of our faith, who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God." Then alone do we "run with patience the race that
is set before us," and exclaim" His WRy was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ my Lord suffer, and shall I repine 1"

Verily this was the case with Asaph! He tried to understand the
why and wherefore of the Lord's apparently favourable dealings with
the wicked, and the crookedness of his own lot, but it was "too
painful" for him. He could come to no right conclusion "until,"
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says he, "I went into the sanctuary of God. Then understood I their
end."
Ah! beloved in Him, it is written, "In Thy light shall we see light ,7
(Psa. xxxvi. 9); and it is when brought by the Lord into His holy
place that we are made to understand His purposes and dealings. That
is the place of teaching-that is the place where our poor, darkened
understandings are illumined.
There the light of human reason is
extinguished; there God's way is made manifest (see Psa. lxxvii. 13).
"I understood," says Asaph, "their end "-the end of these people
that he had envied-the end of those whose pleasant lot had made
him repine at his own. As he beheld the sanctuary services, as he
looked upon the sacrifices, as he perceived that blood must be shed ere
a poor sinner could draw near to a holy God-all these things taught
him that Jehovah's wrath against iniquity would burn eternally against
all those who were not found in that Glorious One in whom alone He
can be well pleased, even in Jesus, the Substance of every shadow, the
Sum of all Jewish sacrifices and ritual (see Heb. viii. 1).
Well might the Psalmist say, "Then understood I their end." Set
in slippery places, to be cast down to destruction, to be brought into
desolation in a moment, and utterly consumed with terrors. Awful
indeed is such an end! To be carried from all the greatness and
grandeur, the ease and happiness, of this transitory life, to experience
the unceasing torments of the lost ! Well may he continue, "Thus my
heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. So foolish was I, and
ignorant: I was as a beast before Thee." Poor, foolish, short-sighted
creatures that we are, if we could but remember that "whom the
Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son that He receiveth,"
how differently should we view our trials! Oould we but remember that
"bastards may escape the rod," we should not envy them their
fleeting happiness. Thus through these painful and perplexing paths
was the Psalmist brought into that precious spot where he could exclaim,
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside Thee."
We note here that Jehovah Himself-all that He is and has-was
Asaph's in experimental possession. It must not be supposed that he
was brought into that spot to leave it no more. Oh, no; he ,vas then
in the enjoyment of the Lord's goodness and loving-kindness. He was
brought near to Him by the power of the ever-blessed Spirit. He
could then see that, however adverse circumstances or surroundings
might be, he was continually with his God. "Nevertheless, I am
continually with thee." Ah! that was what cheered and comfortf'd his
lonely, broken heart! The knowledge that never for a single moment
could he be forgotten of Him-never could any evil happen unto him
-never was aught but tenderest love prompting his Heavenly Father's
dealings with him-these considerations made him fall like a little,
little child at His feet, and cry, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory." Before, he had been hanging
back; before, he had been both fearful and fretful; but now, when led
into the mysteries of His covenant salvation-when he saw that every
good, both for time and for eternity, was secured to him by his Godhe says, "Father, take me where Thou wilt; lead me as Thou wilt
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do with me what Thou wilt; since I am ever the object of Thine
unchanging affection, and held continually by my right hand. I must
be safe, and happy too, for is it not written, 'Because He is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved'?"
Oh, how blessed it is thus to be taken aside from the multitude, and
brought into the immediate presence of the Lord, there to unbosom all
our sorrows, to tell out all our necessities, to lay before Him all our hard
cases and hard questions! How the weary pilgrim journeying Zionward longs to be alone with his best Friend, and to see no man any
more" save Jesus only"! Ye who know the blessedness of such hallowed
intercourse-ye who have been repeatedly disappointed, when in company
with others, even with those who do love the Lord, because anything
and everything formed a theme for conversation but the things of
the kingdom-do ye not know the meaning of that expression,
"Spoiled by Thy smile, Thy saints but weary me" ~ Can you not sing,
when drawn to sit alone at His dear feet" Such precious rest, Lord Jesus,
Alone with Thee to be;
The desert is a garden
With Thy blest company.
" With crowds I might forget, Lord,
That I am all Thine own;
I bless Thee for the desert,
With Thee, my Lord, alone"?

Ah! when thus favoured, how we long to flyaway and be at rest
for ever-to be freed from this vile body, which pro,es such a burden
to the "new man "-and, with the bride in the Canticles, we exclaim,
"I charge you, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and by the
hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my Love, till He
pleases." She seemed conscious that, while in this low vale, she must
not expect always to remain in such a blessed spot, but her entreaty
was, that He might not be disturbed "till He pleased."
"Whom have [ in heaven but Thee ~ " Oh, what an unspeakable
favour it is to be enabled to claim the Great J ehova'a a.s our own!
He has revealed Himself to poor, sinful humanity in the glorious Person of the Lord Jesus Christ., ai it is written, "In Him d welleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Oh, how wonderful is His love!
How infinite His power! How boundless His compassion! How inexhaustible His grace! Who is a God like unto our God 7 Who in the
heavens can be compared unto the Lord ~ How great is His goodness!
How great is His beauty ! Yet, how little a portion can be known
of Him down here! Yonder, when divested of this heavy clay, when
we enter into His unclouded glory, we shall see Him face to face,
and know Him even as we are known. There, when time shall be no
longer, He will for ever be unfolding His own incomparable excellencies
to our astonished gaze, and our raptured souls shall be completely
absorbed with Him.
"There is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." It has been
questioned by some whether Archbishop CRANlIIER'S translation of this
passage is not the one which may more honestly be made use of-
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"There is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of Thee."
Doubtless, as we have already said, the child of God cannot always
say he desires none other beside his God; but, when realizing His
presence to the blessed extent that Asaph did at this time, he finds
no difficulty in making use of the expression as it stands in the text
of our authorized version of the Scriptures. A more ancient translation than the latter, and the margin of the Revised Version, render
the words "beside Thee" as "with Tl~ee"-" There is none ttpon earth I
desire with Thee." Ah! this seems to be the great point. When the
Lord is pleased so to visit His child as to enable him to say, "My
Beloved is mine, and I am His "-when He speaks right home to his
heart those wondrous words, " I am thy Part and thine Inheritance " he at once cries out, "What can I want beside ~ " Beloved, do we
not see this again and again with those who are naturally betrothed ~
Is any other company desired when the object of the heart's affcJction
is present 1 Does not the presence of any other prove a restraining
il}fiuence to the outfiowing of affection 1 'Ye know perfectly well that
when the hearts of two persons are so knit together as to render them
in reality but one, all they desire, when opportunity serves for them to
meet, is to be alone. And if this is the case in nature, how much more
in grace; for, after all, the marriage union is but a faint and feeble
illustration of the oneness existing between Jesus and His Church, and
every member of that Church, when wooed and won by Incarnate
Love, shall be brought to exclaim, "There is none upon earth I desire
with Thee." Truly, this vain world can yield nothing which will satis(y
the cravings of a living soul. All the benefits and blessings which
J ehovah daily bestows upon His own are only valuable as He is seen
in them. Verily, He is that "something secret " which "sweetens all,"
and the sigh goes up from every heart thus convinced of the" vanity"
of all earthly things, and of the exceeding preciousness of the Lord
Jesus"Thyself I crave!
Thy presence is my life, my joy, my hea.ven
And all without Thyself is dead to me!"
Ah! blessed, adorable Lord Jesus, we can say Thou hast so endeared
Thyself to our hearts that
•, We could from all things parted be,
But never, gracious Lord, from Thee."
God forbid that we should ever undervalue His good gifts ! We
would ever prize them highly as His gifts. vVe would love His saints
with a "pure heart fervently," but have we not proved that
" An earthly brother drops his hold,

Is sometimes hot and sometimes cold,
But Jesus is the same" 1
Have we not discovered that the most constant of human friends,
the fondest of earthly lovers, fails at times, and is, if not unwilling,
powerless to help us, or to reach our sorrow-stricken hearts ~ But the
Lord J ehovah, our Rock, our Refuge, our Defender, our present help
in trouble, our chiefest Friend, faileth never! He changeth not! He
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never dies! He is able to succour, able to sympathize, able to exceed
all we can ask or think! "Whom have we in heaven but Thee,"
Thou all-lovely One ~ Whom do we desire on earth with Thee?
"Oh, might Thy beauty feast our ravished eyes,
Thy gladdening presence ever stay,
.!.nd cheer us all our journey through!"
Oh, tp.ay it please Thee so to endear Thyself to Thy poor, weak,
and weary children as to wean their hearts more effectually from
earthly things, and cause them to exclaim, as brought into more hallowed fellowship with Thee, "The Lord is the Portion of mine
inheritance and of my cup: Thou maintainest my lot. The lines are
fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage."
" Vain is every earthly pleasure;
" I am satisfied with Thee, Lord;
Cold the warmest earthly love;
Thy sweet love my heart can fill ;
Bot in Thee is boundless trea~ure;
Nought on earth and nought in
heaven
Let me all Thy goodness prove:
Fully satia.tes my will:
Draw me to Thy heart-reveal
Blest with Thee, I nothing need;
Thy rich grace, Lord-nought conceal !
Thou dost every good exceed.
" What from Thee my soul can sever 1
Fold me to Thy tender breast;
Keep me in Thy presence-never
Let me quit that spot of rest:
'Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1'
None on earth Thy peer shall be."

KB.

A LOVING LEADER OF THE BLIND.

" And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew 7Wt,o I 'Uf'ill lead
them in paths that they have not known: I v;ilt make darkness light before
them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and
not forsake thern."-IsAIAH xlii. 16.
FELLOW-TRAVELLER in this wilderness world, how blind we are to all
that is before us! " We know not what a day may bring forth"; and
how merciful is this arrangement of our God, "who is too wise to err,
and too good to be unkind" ! We m:.ty well trust everything to Him
who "knows the end from the beginning,"all of which must assuredly
come to pass in His own time, way, and manner. I want, then, to
realize the truth of those lines of dear TOPLADY'S"Sweet, in the confidence of faith,
To trust His firm decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."
Also, that I may attain and so feel with the Psalmist, "My meditation
of Him shall be sweet; I will be glad in the Lord," for" He is our
only help, our hiding-place from every storm." Yes, tempest-tossed,
one, "thy barque shall many a storm outride." Our Father is at the
helm; He guides the ship; and you, tried and exercised believer, will
be brought into port-aye, to that place where all sin and sorrow will
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be for ever done away. The night may be dark, but "the darkness
and the light are both alike to Him." He sees not as man sees. He
knows you bE'tter than you know yourself, for" He knows your frame,
and remembereth that you are but dust." "He knows your downsitting and uprising, and understandeth your thoughts afar off." Neither
time, circumstance, nor distance is any obstacle to Him who "will
do all His pleasure," so that His decretive will and purpose shall
stand. I am so certain of this] because He has taught me that it is
so over and over again, and by faith I believe that it will ever be so.
Are you in sorrow, suffering one ~ He has said, "In the world
ye must have tribulation." Are you at your wits' end, longing, looking
for deliverance ~ "Be still, and know that I am God." "I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." "I will deliver thee in that day,
saith the Lord."
It is indeed mercifully kept from us, the future. We are all, more
or less, given at times to despond, but I am quite sure we should be
more the subjects of despondency if we knew every event and circumstance which may in the course of our pilgrimage befall us. We
should enter upon prospective trouble, and want deliverance therefrom
before it arrives. No, no; all is wisely ordered. "All our times are
in His hand." vVe might well leave them there, and not add to our
anxieties by anticipating the future.
Then let us look at the verse with regard to our knowledge of the
work of salvation in our souls. There is not a divinely-taught child
of God who can say that they really sought the Lord unassisted by
grace. The poet is right when he says" Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God."
And again-

" He watched o'er my path
When, like Satan's blind slave,
I sported with death."

I can-and have no doubt you can, too, dear reader-look back and
see the hand of Providence which prevented you from committing sina sin which you never could forget, for you can so well remember His
delivering hand in it. We are all totally blind to any apprehension of
divine things until grace is manifested. And here I would wish to be
tender towards those who have not been so enlightened, and would
recall the words of the poet" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come 1
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced us in;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin."
And, unless my eyes had been opened, I should still be as thousands
are at this present day, and but for the grace of God, I should be in

30

The Gospel Magazine.

their place, "without hope and without God in the world." " The Lord
openeth the eyes of the blind," and fulfils all His purposes, for He
says, "My purpose shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." Every
purpose of His He determined to do before all time; therefore, it was
according to the good pleasure of His will. His purpose was, before
the world began, to choose His people in Christ, to be redeemed by
Christ; and every elect vessel of lllercy is operated upon by the Holy
Spirit, and, at the set time, born again, made sensible of their state by
nature, alive to God, and to feel their need of all His purposes to be
fulfilled towards them.
All the links in the chain of His providence
are so necessary that His three-fold cord of love would snap if a link
could be possibly broken by the will or power of the creature.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But ~weet will be the flower."
If God is to have the glory of our salvation, He must be the Author,
Finisher, and Sustainer. His act must be sovereign; but it is equally
an act of love, or we should not care for it. Its security rests upon
His immutable decrees. His members are, and were, one with Him in
indissoluble union from eternity, in accordance with that gracious prayer,
"That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us."
A short time since, the following words came to me Hry sweetly"It is finished!" Yes, it is all finished so far as the work of sal,ation
is concerned. All the types, and shadows, and figures in the ceremonial
law were terminated by Christ when He came upon earth, "therefore
there remaineth now no more sacrifice for sin." How ,ery marked
is the wisdom of God in making sin, which strikes at God's sovereignty, the very means of manifesting His power and love- for such is
the wisdom of God iu Christ that sin, which in its nature becomes
productive of the greatest dishonour to God, is rendered subservient
"Oh, the depths of the riches both
to produce the greatest glory.
of the wisdom and goodness of God!" What a mercy, then, to have
our eyes opened, and thus to have a clear evidence of, and personal
interest in, the Gospel of our salvation, and thus be amongst the
saved! "If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost."
Glorious Gospel! Blessed religion, that has God for its Author, and
truly "blessed are the people that know the joyful sound: they shall
walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance." Oh, then, what a
mercy to be rightly taught the truth as it is in the Scriptures-" And
I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not: I will lead
them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light
before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto
them, and not forsake them." Knowing, by spiritual teaching, what
we are by nature-self-willed, and hastening down the road of destruction-are we not astonished at so many mercies contained in this
verse, and all so undeserved by us ~ Do you not see the love, the
care, the wisdom and method, as well as the freeness and distinguishing nature, of His grace, in awakening, regenerating, convicting, and
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confirming 1 We may indeed say, "Thou hast brought a poor blind
creature in a way that I neither knew nor contemplated, and led me in
paths not known," for we can often S'l.y, "I have not passed this way
heretofore." And when we can look back at past experience of His
mercies, we can see He made "darkness light" and "crooked things
straight"; and can we not fall back on that gracious promise which
concludes the verse-" These things will I do, and not forsake them" 1
As He was gracious in our total blindness, so will He be gracious unto
the end, for He has mercifully opened my eyes to see His glory, and
thus I can rejoice that He will never leave me. And here I am reminded
of our dear brother in Christ, the" ·Wayside Notes" Writer's qnotation,
"Leave it all to Me," for, as the Scriptures ascribe all power to God,
any knowledge of Him is the effect oi His communication, being by
nature destitute of spiritual life or light; so those whom God Himself is
pleased to teach will infallibly attain the knowledge of all they are
destined or concerned to know, and "what they know not now, they
will know hereafter,"
Reader, are you concerned for this heavenly teaching 1 If so, He
has begun to teach you alreaJy. 'Ve are all-the best informed amongst
us-still but learners, and often have to learn our lessons over and over
again. We can know nothing without divine teaching. The truths of
Scripture are not like mathematical problems, which present the same
ideas to everyone alike. Peter learned what flesh and blood could not
teach him (see Matthew xvi. 17), and so do His people now. True
religion not being a science of the head, the learned have no real
advantage above the ignorant, Both see, when the eyes of their understanding are enlightened; till then, both are equally blind. And the
first lesson we learn in the school of Christ is, to become a little child,
sitting simply at His feet, tha.t we may be made wise unto salvation,
for, as the religion of the Bible ascribes all power to God, and as we
all by nature are destitute of spiritual life or light, it follows, therefore,
without heavenly teaching, we cannot attain to that knowledge of Him
"whom to know is life eternal."
~

Q~R

PRAISE.
" Let

eve~'Y

thing that huth bt'euth praise the Lord.
PSALM

we'd joyfully record
Sweet answers from our loving Lord;
Again His faithfulness we'd tdl ;
Our Jesus dotth all things well.

AGAIN

How oft the enemy will say,
" It is no use for you to pray" ;
But now we've proved 'tis not in vain;
Our Jesus maketh all things plain.

P,'uise ye the

Lo~·d. "-

cl. 6.
His secret will He doth unfold,
That we His wonders may behold;
Together join with heart and voice;
Our Jesus calls us to rejoice.

Thus would we witness all around,
Riches of grace in Him abound;
No other name such comfort brings;
Our Jesus is the King of kings.

Reveal Thyself, dear Lord, we pray;
May countless numbers own Thy sway;
While we new hallelujahs raise,
Our Jesus shall have all the praise.
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FAITH VICTORIOUS, AND THE CONQUEROR CROWNED.
IN our October Number we quoted the message of a dying pastor to
his people. We subjoin the testimony, as given by his son at a
prayer-meeting, held just after his beloved father had breathed his
last. The Torquay Journal contains the following:. THE VICAR'S LAST MOMENTS.
The Rev. F. OOURTENAY BURROUGH said in substance as follows :My DEAR FRIENDS,-I had not intended saying anything to you this
evening, but, on second consideration, I felt it was a duty which I owed
to you to tell you that which I know will be of the deepest interest to you
all. This being the case, I am assured that God will enable me to do so.
I hardly know where to begin or where to end, as the subject is so full.
There was one thought which was present to my mind as I stood beside
my dear father's dying bed, and it was that I had wished you could all
have been present to witness VI hat I saw. I saw what I never can forget,
and what I shall ever thank God for permitting me to see. The night
preceding his death was one of much suffering and distress. My dear
father's mind, owing to the long-continued physical prostration, was in a
somewhat wandering condition, and at times it appeared as thongh Satan
were permitted to assault his soul in his closing hours. Whether it was
.really so or not, I am unable to say. But, whatever it may have been,
God soon and graciously overcame it all; and as the time pa-"Sed on, his
soul seemed step by step to be led onwards and upwards to more and
more joy and light. It was very remarkable and very apparent. To my
·own mind, it appeared as if he were at the foot of a ladder, the top of
which he desired to gain, and gradually, but surely, he was led upwards,
step by step, until he reached the light and the brightness which he so
earnestly longed for. He had felt he was dying from an early hour of the
night, but we who watched him were not clear that it was really so.
:Several times he turned to me and said, "Take me home. Carry me home.
Darry me home." I told him that I would do so had I the power, but
that Jesus would Himself soon come and take him, for He had said, "I will
<lome again and receive you unto Myself." This request he repeated many
times over. Then again the figure seemed to change, and he apparently
saw a vessel sailing into the harbour, and he begged me to place him in it
safely, that" we may sail in," adding that he must be put in "rightly "-" in
the right way "-" into the very thing itself"-evidently alluding to his desire
that none but Christ should be his Ark and Refuge. At about a quarter
before five it became apparent that the end was approaching. He spoke in
ca tone of certainty which I could scarcely mistake. Turning to me suddenly
he said, "I am near the' for ever' now, my dear fellow-near the' for ever.'
Put me into the' for ever.''' This he repeated many times, dwelling much
and frequently on the words" for ever," and begging me to put him where
he so longed to be. His idea seemed to be that I had the power to assist
him in the attainment of his desires. From this time all was peaceful and
quiet, and to all appearance he was passing from us, and we should hear
his voice no more. But suddenly something very remarkable occurred. I
have read and heard of it, but have never before been privileged to witness
it. The Sabbath morning had long dawned upon us. Suddenly his eye rekindled with an expression of joy I can never forget. A sweet and
heavenly smile illuminated his face with wonderful radiance. He seemed
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intent upon something which he saw, and which filled his soul with joy and
surprise. He exclaimed, with intense reality and sweetness, "Bright! bright! "
and then, turning to me, he added distinctly and slowly, "Bright and
glo?-ious rays; bright and glorious rays." I can never forget that smile
or that expression. We gathered around him to gaze upon it. It was light
after darkness-it was sunshine after shadow. I said to him, "It is the light
of God's face that you see," and again he looked up and repeated, " Bright
and glorious rays," and with. his own eyes seemed to seek to guide our
eyes to behold that light which he alone was privileged to see. Several
texts were repeated to him bearing upon Jesus being the Light of that
heavenly city: For several minutes his one and constant exclamation was,
"Bright and gloriOUS rays." I wish I could convey to you an impression of
what I saw, bllt it was indescribable. It was so plain that he actually saw
glimpses of the world beyond, and that the rays of which he spoke so
frequently were the light that shone from the Saviour's face into his soul.
We only saw it reflected upon his dying face. No infidel could have
mistaken that look for anything but the actual realization on the part of my
dear father of things unseen to us, but actual, and substantial, and true to
him. It was a source of great strength and blessing to my own soul. And
now all became hushed and quiet. A few attempts to say something were
made, but we could not distinguish his faint utterances. Then, resting his
head upon his arm, he sank as a little child to sleep, gently, without a sigh or
a pang~so gently that we could not at first discern whether he had really
passed from us. There was nothing to pain or distress him. We can only
Bay, "He fell asleep:' It was a wonderful sight-one that greatly moved and
comforted us after the long and painful illne8s, so patiently borne, and after
the long night of anxious watching and painful struggling. I want you all
to know this, and I have sought to convey it faithfully to you. My dear
father has often told you of the joy and peace to be found in the Lord
JeBus, and now we have seen it confirmed in his own experience and death,
seeing as he did the "bright and glorious rays." I can never forget it,
it was so real, so beautiful. It is a season of great sorrow and great joyjoy, because he is in that city of which it is said, "The Lamb is the light
thereuf," and where the "bright and glorious rays" of His face fall upon
him. May you and I make his Saviour our Saviour, receive Him into our
hearts, be washed in His blood, and then, walking in Him who is "the
Truth and the Life," we shall meet my dear father in that city of light
where he now dwells.
The closing hymn-483-was then given out, the Rev. F. O. BURROUGH remarking that its beautiful words most accurately and graphically described his father's dying moments, as if it had been written
expressly by one who had been present, and recorded what he had
witnessed-

"' How sweet the hour of closing day,
When all is peaceful and serene,
And the broad sun's retiring ray
Sheds a mild lustre o'er the scene!

" There is a radiance in his eye,
A smile upon his wasted cheek,
That seem to tell of glory nigh
In language that no tongue can
speak.

" Such is the Christian's parting hour,
So peacefully he sinks to rest;
" A beam from heaven is sent to cheer
And faith, rekindling all its power,
The pilgrim on his gloomy road;
Lights up the languor of his
And angels are attending near
breast.
To bear him to their bright abode.
" 0 Lord, that we may thus depart,
Thy joys to share, Thy face to see,
Impress Thine image on our heart,
And teach us now to walk with Thee."
D
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Strmons ann lofts of £Itrmons.
RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT THE CIRCUS CHURCH,.
PORTSMOUTH, ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST, 1888.
"For eve1'y one shall be salted with fire, arid eve1'y sacrifice shall be salted;
.
'With salt."-MARK ix. 49.
FIRST, note, it says" everyone," not thing. It is expressed of every true,.

living child of God. The subject is a continuation of that commencing
with verse 33. The disciples had been disputing amongst themselves.
by the way which of them should be the greatest. Their views had
relation to an earthly kingdom, which they supposed their Lord was·
about to set up; and their anxiety was to know which place or position
each one was severally to occupy. Jesus, who knew all that had been
passing in their minds-He unto whom all hearts are open, and from
whom no secret is hid-rebuked them, and at the same time instructed
them, by taking in His arms a little child, and placing him in their
midst, saying, "Whosoever receiveth not the. kingdom of God as a little
child, shall in no case enter therein I, ; thus implying tha.t His kingdom
is a spiritual kingdom, and His subjects a spiritual people, "Except a.
man be born again, he cannot see "-he cannot even enter-" the kingdom of God,"
Farther on in this chapter, He goes on to show the nature of th&
kingdom, its principles and its service, First, it is not meat and
drink-it is nothing tangible as such things are-but "righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Its principle is, that God looks a
works as an evidence of the state of the heart. This principle runs
throughout the Word of God-it is "out of the heart proceedeth such
and such works." "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit." But it is works as viewed in
God's sight. Man makes mist.akes in this matter.
He esteems those
works good which are benevolent, charitable, philanthropic; and so
they are, as regards this life. "These things are good and profitable
to Dien," but God views them as good or otherwise according to the
source from whence they spring. The heart must be first made good
before the fruit can be good.
The connection of these verses with Matthew xxv., where the la.st
great assize is depicted, is shown that there works are judged on this
principle, namely, What is the actuating motive 1 "Whosoever shall
give you a cup of cold water, because ye belong to Christ, he shall in
no wise lose his reward," and "Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of
the least of these, ye did it not to Me."
The transition from these passages to the words of the text, and the
connection of this with the introduction to the discourse in verses
33 to 36, is simple and natural.
Everyone, then, in this spiritual kingdom" shall be salted with fire."
The latter clause in the verse can only be lightly touched upon.
Whatever may be intended by the expression "salted with fire," we
find, upon reference to Leviticus ii., that "no meat-offering shall be
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made with leaven [leaven being typical of sin J, nor Vl;ith any honey
[which is easily corruptible] in any offering of the Lord made by fire" ;
also that" every oblation of thy meat-offering shalt thou season with salt,
neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be
lacking from thy meat-offering; with all thine offerings thou shalt, offer
salt."
In Romans xii. 1-5, the children of God are represented as
offering their bodies "a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God" ;
it is their reasonable service; they are no longer their own. At the
same time, their offering must be salted with fire, neither must leaven
nor honey be mixedo therewith. It must be a holy, acceptable service.
In Jeremiah xxiii. 29, we read, "Is not My Word like as a fire ~"
Fire in its properties is a most powerful agent in destroying everything of a corruptible nature. All religion, then, must be brought to
the test of Scripture, and all that will not bear its searching light
must perish.
Again, the same truth is most strikingly brought out in 1 Corinthians
iii. 10. Paul says, "As a wise master-builder, I have laid the foundation,
and another buildetb thereon. But let every man take heed how [not
what] he buildeth thereupon. Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones [practically indestructible], wood, hay,
stubble [vegetable, that is to say,. earthly objects], every man's work
shall be made manifest, because it is revealed by fire [see margin];
for the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any
man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire."
He is a redeemed soul, and therefore"
he shall be saved himself; but his work, that will not stand the searching fire of God's Word, shall be burnt up.
Again, that passage in Hebrews xii. 28, 29, so misunderstood, but
a most comforting word to the children of God, though a terrible one
to the unbeliever-" We receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved,
let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably"; and the
reason is stated-" For our God is a consuming fire." He, in mercy to
His people, burns up all that is not His own work in the soul, which
He Himself produces, by virtue of His grace, His renewing, His reviving, His strengthening grace in the heart. How much of pride, hQw
much of self-sufficiency, how much corruption, not discernible to the
soul, is discovered under the searching fire of God's holy Word, as
applied by the power of the Holy Ghost!
In the next place, the Holy Ghost is spoken of under the emblem
of fire. John, when he began his painful ministry, declared that he
indeed baptized with water unto a change of mind, but One should
come "who should baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire." This
had its complet!l fulfilment on the Day of Pentecost. That day ushered
in the dispensation of the Spirit, prolonged even until now, and will
be so until the. last elect vessel is gathered in.
.One of the last promises made by our blessed Lord, before His
departure, was, that He would send the Holy Ghost, the Comforter,
for, as we read in St. John vii. 39, "He was not yet given, because
that Jesus was not yet glorified." And this is a point too much overlooked-that the very fact of the Holy Ghost being given at the Day
of Pentecost is- a proof of the glorification of Christ at the right hand
D 2
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of God, and the Father's consequent acceptance of His work of
redemption.
The Holy Ghost thus given, has never left His Church. He is there
to govern, guide, and lead into all truth. He dwells in the heart of
each one of His regenerated, quickened family, and He is there as a
Holy-most Holy-Spirit. Nothing approaching to anything of a fleshly
character can abide His presence. No service can be acceptable, no
fruit can be good, except as the immediate production of His grace in
the soul.
When Paul and ·Barnabas were set apart for a particular service,
they were separated by the Holy Ghost for the work. They had been
faithful, toilsome labourers before in the Lord's vineyard, but when
special work was to be accomplished, it must be under the separating
power of the Holy Ghost. How needful, then, when undertaking any
service for the Lord, to see that we are under the guidance and
teaching of the same blessed Spirit, lest we run in our own name, and
in our own strength, and our work be rejected, and counted as the
wood, hay, or stubble.
Again, we read of the fire of affliction-" the fiery trial which is to
try you."
This is a fire with which everyone of the living family
lllust' be salted; none can escape. "For whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. But if we be
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are we bastards,
and not sons." Therefore, this fiery trial is not to be accounted a
strange thing. It was in the Lord's mind from all eternity. It is no
new thing, but as ancient as the eternal mind of J ehovah Himself.
And mark how precious is this trial by fire. See it displayed in the
case of Job. "Ye have heard of the endura.nce of Job, and have seen
the end of the Lord." The end He had in view in thus trying His
servant was, to show that He is very pitiful, and of tender mercy; and
even in the midst of trial, Job was enabled to say, "He knoweth the
way that I take; and when He hath tried me, I sha.ll come forth as
gold." The three Hebrew youths in the fire lost nothing but their
bands wherewith they were bound; and amongst our mercies, none are
greater than sanctified afflictions. Though grievous to the flesh, it is
afterward that they "yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness," which
are to the praise and glory of God.
Thus is everyone of the Lord's family" salted with fire"-the fire of
the 'Word, the fire of the Holy Ghost, the fire of sanctified afflictionsand all that he may reflect the image of Christ, and have every thought
brought into subjection to His mind and will. That fire none can
escape, nor, in their right minds, do any desire to do so. How shall
we stand the fiery tria11 "He giveth more grace." "Unto him that
hath shall- be given, and he shall have abundance."
The Church at Laodicea is exhorted by Him who walketh amidst
the seven golden candlesticks, to buy gold tried in the fire. The prayer
will be answered. We little know in what way; but, however hot the
fire, however grievous the trial, the issue shall be joy-almost the first
of that precious cluster of graces-love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, patience, meekness-the fruit of the Spirit's gracious
operations, when the fire has had its due effect.
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It was the crushed and tried Church at Smytna whose works (the
outcome of His own work in their souls) He so highly approved, and
to which He spoke so tenderly and lovingly. But the endurance of
the trial is the only school where the truth is experimentally learned,
and a gracious experience is the only key to unlock the Scriptures.
"The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver in a furnace of
earth, J1urified seven times."
Are any passing through the fiery ordeal of affliction, temptation, or
suffering 1 Count it not a new thing; count it not a strange thingit is that which was ordained for you in the mind of J ehovah from
all eternity-" but rather rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sUfferings, that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be
glad with exceeding joy."

l1rnftstant

~tltmn.

POPERY-WILL IT AGAIN HAVE THE ASOENDENOY 'IN
ENGLAND 1
THE Editor of the Gospel Standard has lately writte)1 three articles upon
the Sll bject of Popery. Two out of the three we have read with deepest
interest. One of the three happens not to have come under our notice.
We have no doubt, however, that it is written with the same force as
the other two. As we read, we could but wish that the articles wereissued in a distinct form, and sent broadcast through the length and
breadth of Ohristendom.
But now, having said thus much, we are compelled to differ from the,
Editor of the Gospel Standanl in his belief that there is too vast a body
in England, and too much strength in that body, ever to allow I'opery
to gain the ascendency, and once more to subjugate the kingdom, and
again display its real character as a supreme authority and a domineering
and destructivll power over the consciences and the free actions of a
liberty-loving people.
.
During our connection with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, extending (as
our readers are aware) over a period of within sixteen months of
fifty years, we have steadfastly expressed our belief that Popery would
again obtain the mastery in England. We believe that, although thethree years and a half mentioned by the prophet Daniel, and in the
Revelation, may apply to the past, it applies to the futt,re likewise. Our
conviction uniformly has been that, during those three years and 1Il
half, Popery will have the ascendency in these realms. We admit thedeadly hate in which the accursed system is held by those who are
familiar with its real character and deadly practices, as exhibited in
by-gone days; but either a supineness, a false charity, or a recklessness
of danger, has, for most part, taken 'possession of the community at
large. The supineness may be traced to the fact that we have so long
enjoyed sllch freedom and liberty as' to render the subjects of it fearless
.of the said freedom and liberty being invaded. The false charity may
be set down to the spread of knowledge and the general enlightenment
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of the age. The recklessness of danger may be attributed to the power
of the people at once to crush any attempt to rule or to destroy with
that despotic, tyrannizing sway which is the quintessence of the system
we denounce, and which it will doubtless seek again to exercise.
But, in the indulgence of anyone of the characteristics just named,
there is a fatal overlooking or disregard of the real nature of· the
Papacy. It declares itself to be infallible. Its true character, as well
as its ultimate doom, are as plainly pronounced in the Word of God as
can possibly be. She is declared to be "the mother of harlots," and
"drunk with the blood of the saints."
We have said she boasts of her infallibility. She makes a parade of
her unchangeableness. What she was, she rejoices she 'is, and plumes
herself that she will be. Moreover, so far from deploring her deeds of
blood, or att~mpting to deny them, or pledging a change for the future,
our readers are furnished, in this very Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,'"
with statements and statistics from her own authorities, in proof not
only that she does not deny or deplore the past, but exults in the
resumption of her deadly and destructive doings in the future. We
pray our readers duly, to consider these facts.
And now a word or two as to the improbability of such a thing
coming to pass as England again being under the tyrannizi'ng yoke of
Rome. Does the Editor of the Gospel Standa1'd forget, or is he aware,
that the increase of the Maynooth grant was carried in the very teeth
'of the people, and in spite of the almost universal outcry against it ~
The only time we were ever in a London theatre was when an immense
meeting was held in Covent Garden upon the subject, and well do we
remember the commotion that those proceedings caused.
Notwithstanding, however, the almost universal condemnatory voice of the
people, the additional grant w:as made. We remember stating at the
time that the diviRe indignation would assuredly be seen in regard to
that act of Sir ROBERT PEEL'S; and, however uncharitable we may be
deemed for saying so, was not the so-called accidental death of that
st~tesmall confirmatory of the fact 1
Again, what has resulted from the" No Popery" cry which was
emblafloned upon the walls and the v.ery shop-fronts of our towns and
cities 1 What came of the outcry against the Pope having the audacity
to parcel out this kingdom in dioceses 1 As we recently stated, a
Popish priest is designated as "the Bishop of Portsmouth," and meets
with the most cordial reception on every hand, in almost every public
assembly. His portrait, in full Popish canonicals, is at the present time
'exhibited in window after window; and, as another proof of how the
opposition to the Papacy has subsided, the late 5th of November passed
oft' with almost an entire absence of those Protestant demonstrations
which have for ages marked the recurrence of a period in which the
Most High so marvellously interposed on England's behalf.
Do.es the Editor of the Gospel Standard, and those who share his views
upon this momentous subject, forget the pledges which were made in
Parliament at ttte pa~sing of the Roman Catholic Relief Bi~l i~ 18297
Have those pledges been fulfilled 7 or, upon the Romish prmClple that
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"' the end justifies the means," have they beea ignored. ~ Let results
·answer the question. Have they duly considered the gradual decline
,of England from that time to the present ~ Has not the interval
been marked by the most significant visitations of all kinds of maladies
.and strange and unaccountable diseases ~ A dear friend of ours, the
late Captain CLIFF0RD, R.N., many years residing in Ireland, stated to
,us that the first appearance of the potato blight in that country was in
:that hapless year, 1829.
.
Has the craft and the trickery and the deception exercised in the
House of Commons, with respect to the passing of certain Bills, in a
thin or wearied house, in the small hours of the morning, been thonght
-of ~ Are men in general aware of how easily the most deadly and
,destructive measures may thus become law ~ And what if the "canon
bw" again becomes the law of England ~ Be it remembered that the
recent proposal to pass a certain Act had a significant bearing upon this
very law. This once passed renders us, as a free people, helpless in
the extreme.
Moreover, what about the doing away with the Oaths Bill, that is
supported by the Primate and the Bishops ~ To what are we coming
.as a nation, in regard to solid principle, and a Scriptural regard for
God and truth ~
The Editor of the Gospel Standard comqlents at length upon the disproportionate increase of Romanists, as contrasted with that of the
community at large. This argument reminds us of a similar one by a
<lertain Member of Parliament whom we happened, some time since, to
meet at Weston-super-Mare.
When speaking of the increase of the
Papacy, he said, "You and I have lived about the same time in Bristol,
.and what increase has there been ~ What churches have they built ~ "
Our reply was to the effect, that they had no need, for nearly all the
.churches had become Romanized, and the chapels, for most part, had
-departed from the simplicity of the faith. They had their music and
their high ritual the same as the churches. He was compelled to admit
this; and, speaking of a certain Dissenting chapel, said that they had
just had a military band to assist them at one of their Sunday services.
We gave great offence, when preaching in the Church of St. Augustine
.and St. Faith's, \Vatling S~reet, London, some five-and-thirty years
ago, by making the remark, "When high mass is celebrated in the
neighbouring c'athedral."
How far removed from that prophecy are we
by the existing state of things in that building, we should be glad to
be iuformed.
The Romanists have well said, "We have no need to labour; they
[alluding to the Ritualists] are doing the work for us." And can there
be a doubt of the fact ~ By degrees church after church has been
.assimilating itself to the Romish pattern. In a vast number of cases,
it would be difficult to discriminate between the real and the assumed.
The actors in this course of pretence and deception are too void of
principle, and too regardless of their ordination vows, to cast off the
mask, and to sh0w themselves in their true colours.
What are nearly all the appointments but of a Popish character ~
Contrast the bishops nominated under Lord PALM:ERSTON with those of
(Jur late rulers. Who would have supposed that the Premier of Pro-
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testant England would have appointed a pervert as Viceroy of India, or
have received and spread through the length and breadth of the land the
expelled Jesuits from other countries'1 Alas! alas! from the highest
authority in the land, down through all the various powers that be, encouragement is given to Popery on every hand. With scarcely a solitary
exception, the every nomination to a vacant parish is an avowed Ritualist,
or a High Ohurchman. Hence the Ohurch is inundated with Romanism.
and but few, comparatively, of its ministers abide by their ordination
vows in seeking to root out false doctrine, and maintain the Protestant
principles they have pledged themselves to support. Nor, for most>.
part" is the professing Ohurch outside the pale of the Establishment in
any better condition. How to entertain and how to please is the order
of the day. Few comparatively are anxious to edify and to profit in ~
Gospel sense. Intellectuality is the idol of the day among the Nonconformists. Sad indeed is the response to "Speak unto us smooth
things; prophesy Lor preach] deceits. " We read as follows, in the
prophecy of J eremiah-" A wonderful and horrible thing is committed
in the land. The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule
by their means; and My people love to have it so; and what will ye dQo
in the end thereof 1" Surely such a statement is applicable to our own.
times, even as to those of the Prophet.
Other facts in addition to those we have named are among the
lamentable signs of the times.
1. The prominence given to such men as Dr. 11A...."KIXG, the so-called
Oardinal of Westminster, in regard to works of chari y, by which
men are thrown off their guard as to his avowed object, which is, thesubjugation of England. Notwithstanding this, his outspoken aim and
purpose, the declension of strength, coupled with increase of years, both
with respect to him and his co-pervert, Dr. NEwMAN, have of late been
a subject of deep regret and lamentation in the journals of the day.
This at once gives a key to 'the powerful influence exercised over the
public press by Rome. Hence, the security of the country, and its real
Protestant character, are ignored by a pretentious charity, the disputants
and opponents of which are deemed bigoted and narrow-minded to the
last degree.
2. The practice of sending the children of Protestants to Roman
Catholic schools is another sign of the times, and proves the utter indifference and lamentable lack of care upon the part of those whQo,
thus dealing with their children, are placing them in a position wherein
they will be early instilled with the doctrines and practices of Rome.
This is done in the face of the challenge which the priest offers.
"Give me a child," says he, "up to seven or eight years of age, and
I will defy you to uproot my teachin~ afGerwards."
3. "Sisters of Mercy," as they are called. "Sisters of Misery" we
have long been wont to name them, for miserable is their appearance,
and miserable their aims, notwithstanding all their pretensions. " See
the good they are doing," said the wife of a Oongregational minister
to us one day. If the imperilling of the souls of people, by the infusion
into their minds of principles and practices which God abhors, and
which His own divine Word has so positively denounced, be considered
good, then we have no more to say.
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Now, with respect to the prevalence of Popery, or its again gaining
the upper hand in these realms, it has been said-if we mistake not, by
Puritan writers-that, when such dominion is obtained, the very parties
who have as unsuspectingly as unwisely furthered its claims, upon the
plea of universal freedom and religious equality, will be the first to
resist. and rebel, when they find advantage has been taken of their
leniency. In their anxiety for equality in matters of religion, or a.
reasonable right for every man to follow: the dictates of his own con·
science, the fact is overlooked that Rome can never countenance such
a state of things. With toleration or equalization she will never be content. Nothing short of absolute supremacy will.ever satisfy her cravings.
This obtained, she will at once throw off the mask, and show herself in
her true character as a persecuting, bloodthirsty power.
The Editor of the Gospel Standard contends that there is too much
light, and too much strength, and too great a multitude holding different
views, ever to submit to such tyranny, and the return to all the
diabolical scenes of the dark ages. On the contrary, we contend that,
when Romanism becomes the law of the land, its opponents, for a
season, will be helpless! Furthermore, be it remembered that, so great
is the want of true religious principle and vital Bible-Christianity, that
a vast multitude will ever be ready to pass over to the strongest side,
and' this will be effected the more readily because of the way in which
Rome accommodates herself to circumstances. She is lamb-like when it
suits her, as well as lion-like when she deems it necessary. She can
fawn as well as frown; be a white devil to-day, and a black devil tomorrow. Like her designer and upholder, she can transform herself
into an angel of light at one time, as well as go about as a ?'oaring lion,
seeking whom she may devour at another. Again, the so-called religion
of Rome is just that which suits our poor fallen nature. It sets man
to wQ?'k, and that is just what pleases the creature.
Our belief in England's being brought again under the Papal yoke
we have already expressed; but we wish, at the same time, to addand upon it to lay the greatest possible stress-that her triumph u'ill be
but short! It may take the three years and a half before spoken of to
displace her, but, by comparison with the general fleetness of time,
how short a period is three years and a half! When we are gone, and!
our loved ones are the eye-witnesses of those scenes which we verily
believe are coming upon the earth, or upon guilty England at least,
we hope they may take comfort in the midst of all these painful surroundings from the recollection of the speedy termination of those dire
scenes. Oh, what a glorious declaration is that of the Apostle, in
2 Thessalonians ii. 7, 8-" For the mystery of iniquity doth already
work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord sha}l
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of His coming."
In all human probability, our little race' is nearly ended; but a few
grains have to run through our life's sand-glass, and we shall pass on
as myriads upon myriads before us· have done. We wish, however, to
leave behind us the undoubted assurance-the most thorough conviction
-that, as we have said, "the triumph of the wicked shall be short!"
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Popery is -doomed! Antichrist must be destroyed! Hear the Word of
tile Lord. " Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His Word shall not
pass away until all be fulfilled!" Here is that Word. Reader, listen!
I' And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great
is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold
of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. . . .
How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much
tQrment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen,
and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues
come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be
utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.
And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they
shall see the smoke of her burning, standing afar off for the fear of
her torment, saying, Alas! aias! that great city Babylon, that mighty
city! for in one hour is thy judgment come" (Rev. xviii. 2, 7-10).
THE EDITOR.
THE "ESCAPED NUN."
THE 'anne:x;ed letter recently appeared in the Hampshire Post:To the Editor of the Harrvpshire Post.
SIR,-To counteract the influence which the telling addresses of the
above lady may have upon the public, a report has been circulated that
she is not what she represents herself to be. This is one of the devices
of the system from which she has happily escaped. One of the tenets
Hence deception
of Romanism is, that "the end justifies the means."
may be tolerated, if good may be expected thereby, or the interests of
Rome furthered. That Mrs. AUFFRAY is faithful and true is as unquestionable as that Pastor CHINIQUY is what his" Fifty Years in the
Church of Rome" states him to be. The testimony of both these former
strenuous advocates of the system they now denounce is worthy of the
deepest consideration. The statements of both Mrs. AUFFRAY and Pastor
CHINIQUY are confirmable by most unmistakable evidence, and that
from a variety of sources.
Inasmuch as an unsuspecting British public is under the impression
-that, whatever Rome may have been in the past, in spite of her proud
boast of infallibility, she has amended her ways and deeds, I beg to
call attention to a statement of one of her own journals. Under so
recent a date as July 29th, 1883, a Roman Catholic periodical, entitled
La Bandera Catolica, printed at Barcelona, contains the following :Catholic Barcelona has had the very great pleasure of witnessing an
"Auto da Fe" in the last part of the nineteenth century. On the 25th inst.,
the festival of the Apostle James, in the Custom House yard of this cityone of the most glorious traditions of th~ Catholic religion was carried out
by the burning of Protestant books [the Gospels] destined to pervert the
tender hearts of our children. It is in vain that the sons of Satan lift up
-their voices and cry out against this most righteous act, which is but the
b~ginning of a glorious era-of a new epoch-in which the brightness of the
Sun of Righteousness, with its purest light, will dispel the darkness 01
ignorance and error. There is but a step between this event which we now
r~cord, and the setting up of the. Holy Inquisition. Onward, then, good
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and sincere Catholics! The happy day of our social and religious regeneration is not far off. The "Auto da Fe" with which we are now occupied
is a clear and . evident proof of the certainty of our indication. The reestablishment of the Holy Tribunal of the Inquisition must soon take place.
Its reign will be more glorious and fruitful in results than in the past; and
the number of those who will be called to suffer under it will exceed the
number of the past. Our Catholic heart overflows with faith and enthusiasm;
and the immense joy which we experience, as we begin to reap the fruit of
our present campaign, exceeds all imagination. What so' day of pleasure will
that be for us when we see Freemasons, spiritualists, freethinkers, and
anti-clericals, writhing in the flames of the Inquisition!
We judge our esteemed subscribers will read with great pleasure the
statistics respecting those who suffered under the Holy Tribunal from the
year 1481 to 1808, when this so venerable an institution was abolished. As
()ur readers will see, it refers to Spain only. W tl ,are unable to give the
names of those who suffer.ed in other countries. We have believed it right
also to publish the names of those holy men under whose hands so many
sinners suffered, that good Catholics may venerate their memories : By TORQUEMADA-Men and women burnt alive, 10,220; burnt in effigy,
6,840; condemned to other punishments, 97,371.
By DIEGO DEzA-Men and womtln burnt alive, 2,592; burnt in effigy,
829; condemned to other punishments, 32,952.
By Cardinal JIMENEZ DE CISNERos-Men and women burnt alive, 3,544;
burnt in effigy, 2,232; condemned to other punishments, 48,059.
.
By ADRIAN DE FLORENCIA-Men and women burnt alive, 1,620; burnt
in effigy, 560; condemned to other punishments, 21,835. This Inquisitor
established the Holy Office in America; and in 1522, as a reward for the
same" he was selected Vicar ·of Jesus Christ on earth; but so did he love
his former ministry that he did not transfer it to another until the second
year of his Pontificate. He burnt during this time 324 persons; and condemned to various punishments short of death, 4,081.
Total number of men and women burnt alive under the ministry of fortyfive Holy Inquisitor-Generals, 35,534; total number burnt in effigy, 18,637;
total number condemned to other punishments, 293,535. Gclneral total,
347,704.

Let it be borne in mind that the foregoing refers to Spain only. See
" History of the Crusades against the Albigenses" j the persecutions under
bloody Queen Mary; the Massacre of St. Bartholomew; the Irish
Rebellion of 1641. It is calculated that, during the twelve hundred years
()f its existence, not· less than fifty millions have been put to death: by
the Ohurch of Rome. Is she not, therefore, as the Scriptures qeclare,
"drunk with the blood of the saints" 1 And, notwithstanding the
false charity of the age in which we live, and the manner in which
guilty England is coquetting with her, her doom is pronounced as
plainly as can be-" Her plagues shall come in one day, death, and
mourning, and fll-mine; and she shall be utterly. burned with fire, for
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her."
Having lived for neaJ.:ly eleven years in the midst of Romanism in
Ireland, I have had but too ample opportunity of personally witnessing
the character of its operations.
Southsea, OctobM· 17th, 1888.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
WORLDLINGS, instead of looking upon godliness as their greatest
gain, will look upon gain as their greatest godliness.
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TIDINGS FROM AFAR.
[The annexed letter from our aged correspondent in America has for
a considerable time been in the Printers' hands, and by some means
been overlooked in regard to its insertion.-ED.]
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-You will perhaps remember my calling upon you in
Bristol, in the year 1881, when I, with my family, were driving ourselves
about England, during which time we had that runaway accident which
you printed the account of in your September Magazine, and in which
the Lord so mercifully preserved my wife, son, and daughter from the
least hurt during so dangerous and fearful a run away. In that summer
we drove about England from east to west and from north to southabout 1,850 miles. I had desired to do this for many yl'ars, since there
is no other country in the world in which such travelling can so comfortably be done as in OldEngland, although I have driven my family
many hundreds, if not thousands, of miles, at different times, in this
country, in New York, and the New England States; but the stoppingplaces are not so comfortable, except in the large towns, which cannot
always be reached in that way of travelling, and the roads are not so
good.
During our progress in this way we could always see, by the Gospel
Standard, where there was a place of truth to which we could go on
the Sabbath to hear the Gospel; and at times, when we could not
reach the place on Saturday, we would leave our carriage and go there
by rail, and then return by rail to our carriage on Monday morning.
On one of these occasions, we were asked if we had come there to live,
seeing we were strangers, but we told them we were from America.
As the minister who preached came up and spoke to us also, he was
told that we were from America, when he quoted this Scripture-" I will
bring My sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth."
I thought this a very pretty remark at the time, and I bought two
hymn-books of them of DENHAM:'s collection, which I h'l.d not seen
before. Some of DENHAM:'s own hymns are very pretty and very
striking. It mattered little to us what the denomination was, or whether
church or chapel, so long as a minister of truth, in the love of it, was
the preacher. We were spoken to likewise at several other places,
after they had seen us strangers two or three times at the chapel.
I see that you have had a visit from Mr. and Mrs. AXFoRD, of New
York. In the year that you published Dr. GILL'S Commentary in
Ireland, I bought one of the copies of him, in six volumes, which I
have lately had re-bound. I was also much interested at that time in
the account of your teaching the Irish boys, and the persecutions tha.t
attended you at the time.
I will tell you now a little story. Some twelve to fourteen years
since, a letter of mine was published in the Gospel Standard, and soon
afterwards I received a letter Jrom a person with an M.D. at the end
of the signature, from a town south of Philadelphia. Some months
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after this, as we were travelling that way, I calle~ on this M.D., and
was surprised to find it was a woman who professed medicine. She
requested us then to stop at the house of her mother, from a certain
railway station, and we walked about a quarter of a mile to her house,
and she met us there, and introduced us to her mother and sister. After
a pleasant visit of a few hours, we returned to 'Philadelphia by rail, and
saw no more of them; but some years afterwards we saw in the Gospel
Standard the death of her mother.
In the fall of 1886, we all drove down to the city, on a Sabbath
morning, to hear Mr. F. MARSHALL, who had lately come from England,
who was to preach at the chapel where Mr. AXFORD attended, who
introduced me to his new wife; and what was my astonishment when
she told me that she was the M.D. that wrote to me, and we went to
see! It seems that Mr. AXFORDmet with her in England.
Mr. MARsHALL was the first minister of the Gospel outside of tlie profession of the day that we had ever known to set his foot in the United
States. We had heard him in the town of Abingdon, in England, before,
so we all drove down to New York, sixteen miles, on the Sabbath
morning, where we and a number of old country people heard him to our
satisfaction, and he returned to Yonlters with us after the afternoon
service, staying a few days only at our house. His time was much
limited, but we drove down to hear him on three Sabbaths, and he made
us three visits. I wish some more would come over. A second "TRITEFIELD is greatly needed; but all seems dark and gloomy in a religious
aspect, as if the Lord had forsaken the earth. We hear of nothing but
the common profession of the day, and' none that mourn on account of
it, except a very few scattered old country people.
Since we saw you on Ohristmas Eve, 1883, we celebrated the fiftieth
anniversary of our wedding.day, all our families and relatives being
with us except my daughter, in Bloomington, Illinois; but my wife was,
soon after, helpless from rheumatism or rheumatic gout, which she has
been troubled with these four years past. We have also had to wade
through other difficulties, but the Lord, in answer to prayer, has, in a
great measure, restored her to health, although not wholly so, and has
shown us some signal deliverances otherwise, for which I hope we are
duly thankful, since "there is no Rock like our God."
I am now in my eighty.third year, but, like Oaleb of old, though I
am naturally weak, yet I attend to business, and go about almost the
same as in my youth. Our weather has been extremely cold this winter.
About a month since,' I was hurt by the upsetting of a sleigh, being
thrown out, striking my forehead on the hard, frozen ground, and inj uring
my nose, so that I had to keep indoors for more than three weeks;
but I have now got over it, and it was a great mercy that there was
no permanent injury. "Not a single shaft can hit," &c.
How sad, and what a pity it seems, that Her Majesty, after so
glorious a reign of over fifty years, should so pander to that man of sin,
in the face of all her Protestant subjects, as to give vessels of gold for
the idolatrous Mass of that daringly-presumptuous individual-that vile,
sinful man-who dares to assume the title of "Most Holy Father,"
thus exalting himself" above all that is called God." I was perfectly
surprised at the adoration that abominably presumptuous man received
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on . his pretended jubilee-the adoration of millions on millions of
people, and the receiver of gifts from kings, queens, princes, emperors,
lords, senators, and all the great ones of the earth, and above all, your
Queen and our President, both rulers of Protestant countries. The
worshippers of Baal, as in Elijah's time, are counted by millions now, but
the true worshippers of God are few and far between: See the millions
of money, thousands of bottles of wine, and presents on presents bestowed on that daring piece of mortality.
Accept, dear sir, my best wishes, and believe me,
Yours sincerely,
Yonkers, U.S.A.
JOHN COPCUTT.
"WE SEE JESUS:'
THE Alpha and the Omega
Of all the Bible story;
Creator, Surety, Substitute,
Crowned with endless glory:
Embosomed in eternal love,
Worshipped by all the hosts above.

A soul to rise to realms of bliss,
Its Maker to adore,
Or sink into a deep abyss,
And perish evermore.
He states the fact, and we reply,
"Amen," nor ask the reason why.

Accepting there His Father's gift,
The Mediatorial crown;
A seed to ransom and uplift,
A bride to share His throne:
Becoming Surety for the wife
Whose name is in the book of life.

The power to think-the intellectWhat is it 1 What can span
Its boundless range, or gauge the skill
That framed the mental man?
Who poised the conscience in its place.
For good of all the sinner race?

Omniscient Wisdom even then,
Before they had a birth,
His joys were with the sons of men;
For them He formed the earth:
He made the watery depths, the
rills
To run beneath the mighty hillJl.

We see this Jesus, King of kings,
Become a Babe to raise
To honour fi-om the dust of death
A remnant to His praise :
Redeeming from the sink of sin
A peollle who shall trust in Him.

Omnipotent, He spake-'twas'done ;
He bade the sun to be ;
A world of beanty sprung to light,
And proved His Deity:
The morning stars together sang,
And melody through ether rang.

This Jesus, God's beloved Son,
Veils Deity awhile,
And clothed in flesh, like flesh that
sinned,
Wins back His Father's smile,
Who owns the blood the Saviour spilt Rich substitute for human guilt.

He wondrously and fearfully
This Jesus, perfect, only Hd
In··His own image wrought
Could crush the power of hell ;
The compleK mechanism, man,
Could honour all Jehovah's laws,
With body, soul, and thoughtAnd condescend to tell
A body that should wear and die,
To rebels, worthless, such as me,
And live again to dwell on high.
Of Gospel blessings, full and free.
It is by faith we see the Lord;
The Holy Spirit's light
Reveals His ~sence in His Word;
Gives to the onnded sight:
And whispers, as the years flit by.
"Behold, the Bridegroom draweth nigh! "
Whitqy.
M. L. SUES.
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THE FEAR OF DEATH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Du. DOUDNEY,-I feel constrained to write just a few lines t()
you, and I know you will not deem it a liberty. Your writings are so
precious and comforting. You are passing through deep waters in order
that you may be enabled to help and comfort others similarly tried.
I remember reading, in a former number of your Magazine, of your love
of that fortieth chapter of Isaiah, and of your great desire to comfort
the Lord's people. The Lord has abundantly fulfilled that desire, and,
though we deeply sympathize with you in your varied trials and exercises of soul, yet we feel that they are inseparable from the comfort and
help which you are enabled to impart to others. Good Hezekiah said,
"By these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my
spirit"; and we poor little dwarfs would be cast down beyond measure
were it not for the knowledge that even giants are of the same -nature
as ourselves. Your writings will be valued by the Lord's living family
for years to come. When your voice and pen, which have so lovingly
and faithfully proclaimed the great truths of the Gospel, shall be silent,
you will still speak.
Mr. COWELL, in the May number, spoke of the Lord's visage being
marred by sorrow and lines of care, which was also a great comfort.
It all comes so comfortingly, for sometimes we are reproached for heing
sorrowful and looking sad. There is so much, both within and without,
to cast one down; but one feels so utterly unable of one's self to rise
above it. vVe can only cry to the Lord.
I deeply sympathize with you in your exercises about death; but,
dear sir, dying grace will be given for dying hours. I have known some
of the Lord's dear people, like yourself, who have dreaded its approach,
but, as they neared the Jordan, they were enabled, through imparted
grace, to welcome it with joy. To the Lord's dear ones it is only the
11 shadow of death."
There is no sting in it, for the Lord Jesus extracted
that; and it is not all darkness where there are i:lhadows. " At evening
time it shall be light." The Lord Jesus, the true Light, will lighten
up that otherwise dark place. Dear Miss HAVERGAL said, "I shall not
see death. I shall see Jesus. I shall not look upon death. It is
looking over and beyond. He will come Himself, and we shall not have
eyes for anything or anyone but Himself. He says,' I will see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice.' What joy His dear presence gives
now, when enabled to realize it! But what will it be when faith is
changed to sight ~ "
We pray God to still spare you, and raise you up again, if His
will, for we feel we can so ill spare the Lord's faithful standardbearers in these days of error. But it is well with them who are
gathered into the heavenly garner. We owe much to the Lord for
giving us some faithful ministers here-it is such a blessing-who feed
us with" clean provender," and "separate the precious from the vile."
Praying that the Lord will graciously visit you with "showers of
blessing," both spiritual and temporal, I remain,
Yours in the love of the truth,

Southsea.

H. C.
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"AFTER MANY DAYS."
To the EditOT of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Du. DoummY,-When I wrote to you last, reference was made
to your early friend and companion, the late J. D. LANE. You will be
interested, I doubt not, in the following instances that have, during the
past few days, come under my notice, and I have thought it somewhat
singular that I should meet with them as I have.
The first case brought under my notice was this. A friend from
London was staying here for a few days, and one morning our conversation turned upon the Lord's dealings with us. She went on to relate
how the Lord began a work of grace upon her heart. She said it was
under a sermon preached at Christ Church, Barnwell, by the late Mr.
J. D. LANE, from these words, "Thou art weighed in the balances, and
art found wanting" (Dan. v. 27). She proved the Word of God, in the
hand of the Spirit, to be "quick and powerful, sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart." The arrow of spiritual conviction entered
her poor soul, and she felt herself a lost, ruined, and undone sinner in
the sight of a holy and righteous God, causing her to cry, from felt
need, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
She was now separated from the world, and, like Ruth of old, she
felt a union of heart and cleaving to the people of God. In due time
the Lord heard and answered her many cries, the gracious Spirit revealing unto her her interest in that" everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things, and sure," so that she not only felt herself a lost sinner, but a
saved sinner-saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation, and is
now a monument of free and sovereign grace.
Like all the rest of the Lord's dear people, she has had many
changes, but is still treading in the footsteps of the flock, though often,
like Israel of old, discouraged by reason of the way, and feeling tired
and weary in her pilgrimage journey, often longing to hear her Father
say, "Child, come home."
A day or two after I heard the above instance, as I occasionally visit
a poor, afflicted child of God, who is but little known, and still less
noticed by the creature, but on this occasion she was led in a very
singular way to speak of how the Lord began a work of grace in her
soul. She said that, during her long affliction, she was removed to the
hospital in this town. While lying there upon her bed, natural convictions seized upon her; that she made many promises of amendment, and
resolved to be a good woman, if she were but spared. In the course of
time she got better, but, like all other fleshly resolutions, they gave way,
and she forgot her vows and resolutions, and was the same as before
her affliction.
After some time had elapsed, being out one Sunday afternoon for a
walk, having her little child with her, she went into Christ Church to rest,
sitting herself down on the first seat just inside the door. Mr. LAlS"E
preached from these words-" The dog is turned to his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire" (2 Peter
. ii. 22). In his discourse, he went on to show that afflictions and trials,
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in and of themselves, only hardened; and often people, when in affliction,
natural convictions would seize them, and under such feelings they
"%uld make many vows and resolutions of amendment of their life and
conduct, if the Lord would but raise them to health again. But if the
Lord, in His mercy, restored them to health, unless sovereign grace prevented, they were like "the dog returned to his own vomit again; and
the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." The Lord so
applied the message to this poor young woman's heart that she felt so
uncomfortable, and wished her child might become troublesome, to be an
excuse for her to come out of the church. But no; the child was
quiet, and remained so during the service. She tried to leave her
seat, but could not, for, to use her own words, it appeared as t.hough
Mr. LANE had nailed her to the seat. He so described her state and
case that she said, "Had he known all the secrets of my heart and my
past life, he could not have described them more minutely.;' Like one
of old, she could say of Mr. LANE," Oome, see a man that hath told
me all that ever I did"; and she is now a living witness of the goodness and mercy of the Lord. Though she is greatly afflicted in body
and poor as regards this world, receiving a pittance from the parish,
yet she is "rich in faith, and heir to that inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away." Like the prophet of old.
she is frequently fed by ravens, and often wonders why she is spared.
It has many times cheered my poor heart to hear her speak of
the goodness and mercy of the Lord. Though in the habit for some .
years past of visiting her, yet I had liot previously heard her speak of
the effect Mr. LANE'S ministry had upon her, and it cheered my heart
to hear it. How sweet is communion with the Lord's dear people r
We read, "They that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and
the Lord hearkened, and heard it. " Yes, and we can indeed say, with_
the poet" 'Mid scenes of confusion and creature complaints,
How sweet to my soul is the communion of saints;
To find at the banquet of mercy there's room,
And feel in the presence of Jesus at home."

,

When thus favoured to meet with each other in the Lord, we forget·
our little differences. We do not then quarrel about straws; no, but
our feeling is something like the Psalmist's, where he says, "Oome and
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done for
my soul " (Psa. lxvi. 16).
But I am forgetting that I intended to mention another instance of
the blessed effects of Mr. LANE'S ministry, which was as follows. A
young woman was present at a friend's wedding. After the service,
Mr. LANE prayed fr; the friends that were assembled, and his prayer
sank into the heart of this young woman with almighty power. . It
came not as the word of man, but as the word of God.
The seed!
thus sown still bears fruit, for she is alive, and I know her well, but·
did not till now know how the work of grace began in her heart;.
and, as I hinted before, it does appear remarkable that these three
instances should come under my notice unsought for by me. Thus.
the Lord works. What an encouragement for the servants of the
Lord still to "sow beside all waters"! "They that s.ow in tears shall reap
E

50

The Gospd Magazine.

in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him"
(Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6). How little do the servants of the Lord know to
what extent their labours are blessed! They may often lament, and
say, with the prophet· of old, "Who hath believ~d our report 1 and' to
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed 1 " But, blessed be God, His
promise runs thus-" For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thit,her, but watereth the earth, an'd maketh
it br4Ig forth a~d bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread
to the eater: so shall My Word be that _goeth forth out of My mouth:
it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which r
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it lJ (Isa. Iv.
10, 11). The Lord's work stands for ever, and He is pleased to use
His servants as instruments to accomplish His work, and after these
servants are taken away by death, we see the fruit and effect of
their labours years afterwards. Truly we may say of JOHN DOUDNEY
LANE, "He, being dead, yet speaketh " ; and he still has a place in the
hearts and affections of those who heard him to profit, though I had
not the privilege of knowing him, as he died when I was but a child.
But r have heard only one report of him, and that is a good one,
for, as a friend 'who lived at the vicarage where Mr. LANE often
visited remarks, "What he was in the pulpit, that he was in the
room." I do not mention these things to eulogize the creature. \\hat
he was, he was by the grace of God. But it is nice, when a minister
is gone to his rest, to hear such testimonies. "The memory of the just
is blessed" (Prov. x. 7).
We often remark that some of the brightest flowers fade the quickest.
Dear Mr. LANE died a young man...:..thirty-five years of age-three years
young~r than the immortal TOPLADY.
The Lord removed them to a
more heavenly atmosphere, where they will bloom, and never, never,
no, never fade.
r might just say that, in Christ Church, Barnwell, near the vestry
door, is a marble tablet erected to the memory of Mr. LANE, bearing
the following inscription:In Memory of
THE REV. JOHN. DOUDNEY LANE,

M.A.,

Late Fellow of St. John's College,
And Rector of Forncet St. Peter's, Norfolk;
Formerly Curate of this parish.
Born Nov. 12, 1812.-Died April 27, 1847.
He was an example to the believers
In faith, in charity, in word, in purity,
-.And having done the work of an evangelist,
And made full proof of his ministry,
He entered into reet,
Looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. .

I should be glad to know
reading these brief sketches,
my friends. I am sure you
I am glad to see, by this

that you have felt as much interested in
as I did in hearing them from the lips of
will be amply rewarded.
month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that you can
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see in some measure the needs-be for your being laid aside from the
work of the ministry. Ah! dear friend, what a number of times have
we been constrained to say, with OOWPER" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
We have often remarked, in the case of JOHN BUNYAN, how the
Lord overruled his being cast into prison. Speaking after the manner
-of men, had BUNYAN enjoyed his freedom and liberty, he no doubt
would have been preaching here and there, and we should have had
1110 "Pilgrim's Progress"; but BUNYAN still lives-his works live,
although he has been dead two hundred years. The Apostle says
that "all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to His purpose." But often, when
passing through trials, we cannot see how they are, or ever can be,
working for our good. We may tell others that it is so in their case,
but how differently we often look at things in connection with our
-own experience t Vve are so prone to" judge the Lord by feeble sense."
I do trust that the Lord may grant unto you all that needed grace
you require in this time of trial. May you see an,d feel that it is
among the "all things." We need grace to enable us to say, "It is
all for the best." But the journey will soon be over" A few more setting suns at most
w'm land you on fair Canaan's coast,"
though I trust the Lord may: spare you to realize your wish to have
a jubilee. I believe it is the earnest desire and prayer of many of
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that such may be the case. May
the Lord bless you in body and soul, for time and eternity.
I feel that I must apologize for thus trespassing upon your time
and patience, but believe me to remain,
Yours sincerely,
Cambridge.
ELIJAH COE.

[It is remarkable that the foregoing facts should thus have come to
light well-nigh fifty years after their occurrence. Our correspondent
<can well understand the deep interest with which we have read his
letter. As he intimates, the narrative may indeed encourage the "sowing beside all waters." How little idea have the Lord's ministers
where and when the seed takes root! Oftentimes where they least
suspect, the Word is applied, takes deep root, and, in due time, brings
forth fruit, "some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred-fold." It has
indeed rejoiced one's heart to read the foregoing tidings' regarding the
labours of our loved but long-departed early companion. His death
and our ordination appeared in the same journal, upwards of forty-one
years since.-ED. ]
I SEE the unprofltableness of controversy in the case of Job and his
friends; for, if God had not interposed, and they had lived to this day,
they would have continued the dispute.-John Neplton.
E 2
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A WELOOME RESPONSE.
l From what we said upon the subject of our book distribution, in the
pages of our November Number, our readers will readily understand
the thankfulness and gratification afforded by the annexed letter.
-ED.]
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN OHRIST,-I hope my frequent>
communications will not weary you. If this one does, you must lay
all the blame to yourself, as the reason for my writing now is in answer
to your appeal on page 681 of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November,
wherein you say, "We want to send more of <Walks and Talks with
Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,' and our new book, 'Sympathy,' if
our readers will kindly help us in so great and good a cause." In
response, I have the pleasure to enclose my cheque for £2 towards
that or any object you may think fit.
I very much enjoyed yours in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "His Name,
and the Knowledge of it." On page 654, you say, "What a glorious
truth is that-' My purpose shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure.' "
Yes, my dear brother, it is "a glorious truth," and, through your
remark, I was induced to dwell upon it thusFirst, What are His purposes 1 and secondly, He will do all that it
pleased Him to do-not only will He do it, but He will do it with
pleasure.
First, His purpose was, to choose, before the world began, His people
in Ohrist-to be redeemed by Ohrist-and that every elect vessel of
mercy should be operated upon by God the Holy Spirit, and, at the
appointed time, to be born again, re-created, made sensible of their state
and condition by nature, and made alive to God, and so feel their
need for all His purposes to be fulfilled towards them-" thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give us an expected end." All the links in the
chain of His providences are so necessary that His three-fold cord of
love would snap if a link could be possibly broken by the will or
jlowllr of man.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

His purpose was not only to save His people, but to keep them
while here, and preserve them unto the end, for the final preservation
of His saints is a very blessed doctrine; and then" When life sinks apace, and death is in view,
This word of His grace shall comfort; us through;
No fearing or doubting with Ohrist on our side;
We hope to die shouting, 'The Lord will provide!'"

With our united Ohristian love and kind regards,
I remain, yours sincerely in Him,
GEORGE A. NORTHOVER.

61. Blessington Road, Lee, Kent, November 7th, 1888.
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A REVIVING REVIEW OF LIFE'S PATHWAY.
ENTERING MY SEVENTY-SIXTH YEAR, NOVEl\fBER,

1888.

To the Editor of the Gospel Maga~ine.
DEAR SIR,-Another turn of Time's great wheel, another year's end
()f life's pilgrimage, and another year's march nearer home.
In entering the seventy-sixth year of our earthly sojourn, and drawing
so near to the end of it, and also to the end of all that concerns us
in this world, surely it behoves us to examine upon what our expectations are based, so that, come life or come death, "it is with us well."
Nothing will give peace nor afford perfect satisfaction-and it must be
perfect, if true peace is enjoyed-upon the death-bed, but the life of
Jesus in the soul-the Holy Spirit glorifying of Him by taking of His
-and showing it unto us. Ah! His-the dear Person, precious blood,
spotless righteousness, and our everlasting con:.pleteness and meetness
to be with Him, and to be like Him for ever-this is to "live
Christ and to die gain."
Oh, how needful, in this awful day of deception, is the Holy Spirit's
clearing, enlightening, and teaching, that we may be led to trust in
God's Word alone, refusing every production and advance of man that
is not in accordance and in harmony therewith.
In looking back over the way these man-y years I have been led,
and seeing how marked the favours and mercies of my God have been
to me, I feel lost in admiration and astonishment. Surely, with David,
the heart-language is, "What am I, and what was my father's hguse,
that Thou hast brought me hitherto 1"
.
Many were the changes in my situations years past, all of which were
means of acute and great trials, with earnest searchings of heart, and
with fearing it impossible for me to endure the trial of faith. These
were times seen, restrained with the power of God, that envy might not
prevail, and as not only preparatory, but necessary steps to the afterrequirements of my life. The fulfilment of Psalm xxiii. 5, "Thou
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies," was
most blessedly sanctified to my soul by the secret communications of
divine grace, that
" made my cup, while mixed with gall,
The sweetness taste that sweetens all."

It does melt my soul with love and with gratitude in calling to
l'emembrance how the Lord did sustain, provide, and support. The
mysterious ways and means, so especially wrought to- keep me in His
fear, filled with the spirit of prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving.
Ah! the throne of grace, with prayer-mark it, reader-with prayer,
has been my success from childhood until the present time, and my most
urgent desire is, that it may not be restrained before it is swallowed
up in everlasting praise.
Oh, how, in after years, the Lord's previous mysterious dealings are
seen, as preparatory teachings, fitting us to learn His righteous will in
all the _needful trials of faith. Before led into the greater depths of
family trials, business trials, increasing care and burdens from without,
and inward causes for fear; the Lord was surely preparing me to prove

The Gospel Magazine.
His righteous dealings, that the fruit of His great salvation might be
blessed and precious unto my soul, with the spirit of prayer and the
grace of supplication. Could -a- prayerless soul enter into the privilege
of five minutes' communion with God, in the Spirit's power of prayer.
oh, methinks how great would be the astonishment! The privilege of
laying all before the Lord with a clear breast-no part kept backemptying all out before Him, is a portion and a blessing. Sometimes
the contrite spirit is granted by the Spirit of God making intercession
within us, according to the will of God. My earnestness is great for
this blessing, with increasing drawings unto God with the cords of His
love, that in His light I may see light, and thereby discover the
abounding darkness and errors of the present time.
Distant was the thought, on my natal day, 1887, that in about a
month thence Mass would be performed in Yeovil, after, as stated,
three hundred years. Now, the Papists hold their meetings in the
town.
Alas! the tidings issuing both from pulpits and press throughout.
this long-favoured isle are most sadly to be deplored and lamented.
"Modern thought in science" appears the devil's strong agent, deceiving thousands by trying to eclipse the light of the Holy Scriptures.
Natural faith and human science go hand in hand, the latter appearing.
as parent of the former, and upon this sandy foundation how many
are building their hopes, and with this glow-worm light trying to outshine the light of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, in His precious
Person as the Sun of Righteousness. It may indeed astonish, with the
revekttion God has made of His works in creation, that men of intellect do not see their presumption in the assertions they make. As
of old so now-man by man's wisdom knoweth not God. The Holy
Spirit must teach the wisdom of God, to know God in His Person and
in His works. To stumble at the less, what must be felt before the
greatest-the everlasting light of God's eternal redemption ~
Oh, the great blessing of being fonnd at the feet of Jesus, and
being taught by Him, privileged to worship God in the beauty of
holiness, and the harmony of the Holy Spirit's teaching, manifesting
the love of our Heavenly Father unto us! Ah! this, this to my souL
is vital religion.
Surely the tender mercy of our God is very great in the continuance
of His unchangeabl~ faithfulness, still bearing with our inward risings
from our sinful nature, and with the oft-felt rebellion at the sUlToundings with which we are often so perplexed and so keenly tried. From
this darts enter, and pierce our tenderest feelings. Oh, the sustaining
goodness of God, that patience may have it:> perfect work! Bless the
Lord for divine clearance of all doubts and fears at times, with the
inward testimony of His Holy Spirit that His glory is great in our
"continuance," whatever obstructions are in the way. He will perfect
His own work in us. His great salvation is an everlasting triumph
over sin, Satan, self, death, and hell-aye, and the grave also. The
" rest" remains. All our trials are here; our final and everlasting
triumphs there. It is only in part we know here. There we shall have
perfect knowledge and perfect satisfa.ction in the glory likeness of our
precious Jehovah-Jesus. We may indeed ask, "What will it be to be
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t).lere 1" feeling lost in the· deep mystery, and anticipating the· everlasting reality. Well,
" A few more rolling suns at most
Will land us on the heavenly coast;
Then, in strains more loud, more clear,
Our songs will rise, unmixed with fear."

And, with dear old JOHN KENT" My 80ul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings, and flyaway,
To aid the song. a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners there."

JOHN BARBER.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-May the Lord enable us to feel glad we are
so near our journey's end, and so fast approaching home. Not many
more combats with inward and with outward foes.
The Lord will
deliver us from them all, and I doubt not but we shall see that we
have not had one too many. Our greatest mercies have been in excess
of our greatest trials. Urgent pleas at the throne have often been
occasioned by the fear of outward foes; but, blessed be God, we have
there realized more of the near friendship of our Elder Brother, who is
our ever-faithful, unchanging Friend, in His gracious support, sympathy,
and love.
May the Lord strengthen you, and the dear writers and readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that all may be kept on the watch-tower, and
on the look-out, waiting and ready for the solemn change, we trust,
of earth for heaven. May He give you to realize that all your denials
are covenant mercies, wisely ordered for your good and for His glory.
Surely the writer needs this for himself.
Yours in the best bonos,
Yeovil.
JOHN BARBER.
COMlIIENTS.
1. We quite agree with our aged correspondent and fellow-pilgrim, as
to the process by which the Lord prepares us for those after-scenes of
test and trial to which He subjects the faith He gives. How often
has one at least mentally exclaimed, "Oh, what should I have done
in this trial or the other affliction, had' not the Lord previously visited
my soul with some fresh token of His favour and renewed assurance
oJ the be.stowment of all needed grace and strength 1" Moreover, has
not the consciousness that these special seasons are indications of coming
trial, at least in measure, reconciled us to their non-bestowal 1 Sooner
or later, the. Lord's dear children are brought to know that their Father
does not fritter away His gifts; but, in proportion to their natl,lre and
extent, visits with trial or affliction of. some sort, in order that :His
favours should be tested, on the one hand, and their adaptation and
power be shown on the other.
2. Well may our aged friend and brother say, "Could a prayerless
soul enter into the privilege of five minutes' communion with God, in
the Spirit's power of prayer, methinks how great would be his astonishment ! " Upon this principle we have often said that could a worldt
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ling, in the very height of his carnal enjoyment, and in the possession of all that the world calls good or great, be for a few moments
transferred from such position to the peace, satisfaction, and joy realized
by a poor sinner, in the present realization of divine adoption, love,
pardon, and peace, the worldly enjoyment would bear as little comparison to the spiritual as a night-lamp to the clear, shining sun, in his
mid-day light, and warmth, and power. It was the realization of this
contrast that led the poet to exclaim" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful pyes;
Above your highest mirth,
Our saddest hours we prize :
For, though our cup seems filled with gall,
A somethmg secret sweet~ns all."

It is the failing, through sin and infirmity, upon the part of the
children of God, to exhibit this contrast, both in conduct and conversation, that so perplexes the worldling. He cannot understand how, with
such possessions and prospects, the believer should, for most part, be
sad and sorrowful, the critic and objector being ignorant of the fact
that that very sadness and sorrow spring, for most part, from the
deep-felt consciousness of sinfulness and shortcomings in a thousand
ways, and the failing to show forth, both in word and action, the debt
of gratitude due to the God and Father of all our m.ercies for such
boundless love, astounding goodness, and marvellous patience, forbearance, and long-suffering. Such critics have little idea that these
"pilgrims and strangers" to earth and its pursuits and pleasures, live,
and walk, and have their being in a far greater amount of self-disgust
and personal loathing than in rebuke and fault-finding with others.
They are the first to exclaim, with the immortal W ATTS" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come 1
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
Tbat sweetly forced me in.
Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin."

3. With respect to the aspect of the times to which our correspondent
refers, we can only unite with him in deep lamentation and sorrow.
We can but tremble in the contemplation of what is unquestionably
coming upon this long so highly-favoured land j and our great aim and
desire is, to leave behind us such testimony as, when these prospective
things come to pass, our children and children's children-yea, the
coming generation-shall not be taken by surprise. "To be forewarned
is to be forearmed.." We want them, moreover, to feel that, however
distressing the coming judgments and that terrible ordeal through which
England shall be called to pass, that period will be but of short daration. Truth must in the end triumph, and a glorious triumph it will
be, for "He must reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet."
THE EDITOR.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-How quickly time is passing!
" Time! what an empty vapour 'tis!
And days holV swifG they are!
Swift as an Indian arrow flies,
Or like a shooting star!"
Through the tender mercy of our Heavenly Father, we are spared to
enter upon the last month of 1888, which has been a year of deep
sorrow and bereavement to myself; but I can truly say, "The Lord
is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them
that trust in Him" (Nahum i. 7).
It has been our privilege this month to receive a large number of
your excellent writings, from your valuable Printing Nursery, and many
are the testimonies of good received from reading of the same.
Last Christmas (1887) my precious husband, now in glory, sent your
book, "For Ever with Jesus," to a friend. She writes me-CC If you
can send me another copy of the work entitled, 'For Ever with
Jesus,' by Dr. DOUDNEY, I shall feel much obliged, as I want it for
a friend of mine. I have received much comfort from reading the
same myself, and have pleasure in enclosing four shillings for the Army
and Navy Mission."
FROM AN AGED PILGRIM.
"I am feeling very poorly, but must write and thank you for sending me such a nice book on my eightieth birthday. I enjoy reading
it very much. 'Sympathy' is a nice title."
FROM AN OLD SOLDIER.
"I like ' Walks and Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,'
and' Old Jonathan,' for distribution."
FROM A DOCKYARD.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,--If in your power to send us' a further supply
of Gospel literature-books and tracts-we shall be glad. Those sent
before are nearly all distributed. Some of them have been owned and
blessed of God to the conversion of sinners. One poor fellow who
received some, and was led to attend the Gospel services, wrote me a .
very nice letter, advising me of his departure to Rio, and expressing
thanks for the kindness shown him. But the day before he should.
sail he was suddenly taken ill, and expired before medical help could
be obtained. This brings upon us the importance of being faithful, and
taking advantage of every opportunity to speak to men about Christ and
His salvation.
"I hope you are being sustained and blessed in your labour of love."
We have had the pleasure of sending a large box of sound and
wholesome reading to this beloved servant of God, including "Sympathy," "Walks and Talks with Jesus," "Looks To and From Jesus,"
'" Something Secret," "Golden Truths and Grace Triumphs," and Booklet
Packets.
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FROM ONE WHO VISITS SOLDIERS.
"DEAR MRS: BRIDER,-Please acr.ept my very best thanks for the
continued supply of books and tracts. I have recently obtained permission to distribute tracts among the young lads in training for
soldiers at the GOl;don Boys' Home. Your Gospel Book Mission to the
Army and Navy is indl\ed a blessing to many souls.
"I am just now rejoicing oyer the conversion of one of my sons, a
young soldier of five months only, in the 60th Rifles. May the Lord
use him in His work is my earnest prayer."
Dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I cannot close without thanking you most
heartily for your continued kindness and support in bringing before
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE our much-loved work of faith
and labour of love for the Lord, and may you realize much of the
Lord's power and blessing.
I am, yours in the bonds of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, Salisbury, December 14th, 1888.
COMl\IE~TS.

Such testimonies as the foregoing are most cheering, especially under
present circumstances, when deprived of the precious sanctuary ordinances. Whether we shall ever be permitted again to enjoy the sweet
privilege of speaking in the dear Master's name is known alone to
Himself. Glad indeed should we be to hear, whilst debarred from
speaking; but of this mercy we are also deprived. Hence we would
the more earnestly exhort our readers to avail themselves of the sacred
indulgence, whilst yet extended to them; for, should circumstances
arise to deprive them of the same, they will then personally understand
something of what we are now the subject, in regard to sore lamentation that we did not more duly estimate our mercies whilst in
possession of them.
Meanwhile, however, we thank God that the press is still at our
service, and that we can, through this medium, commune with our
poor fellow-sinners. We thank our God for the testimonies which, from
time to time, come to hand, in proof that our labour in this respect
is not in vain in the Lord. As an illustration of this we quote the
annexed from a letter just to hand :"There are many aged pilgrims here whose hearts have been made
glad by reading your 'Walks and Talks with Jesus' and 'Looks To
and From Jesus,' &c. One aged man-over four-score-to whom I
have given ',Walks and Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,'
&c., says, 'I pray for him night and morning, for I have never read
anything, beside the Bible, which has given me so much comfort as
Dr. DOUDNEY'S books.'"
The Lord be praised for this His great mercy to us, under present
THE EDITOR.
circumstances.

IF a man will be righteous and equal, let him see with his
neighbour's eye,s iq his own case, and with his own eyes in his neighbour's
case.
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RUTH BRYAN'S NEW YEARS' BREATHINGS.
(Her own words heing used as much as possihle.)
ANOTHER

1829.
new year I'm permitted to

see'
Oh, may' the close find me united to
Thee,
For now, Lord, between two opioions
I halt ;
'Tis grace that I want, to bring earthlies to nought.
1830.
A fresh "Ebenezer," dear Lord, I
would raise
To Thy goodness and care, in numbe-rless ways;
Be pleased to grant more of Thy
presence divioe,
More humility, faith-less looking
behind.
183l.
All temporal concerns may I leave
unto Thee,
And from "every weight" and every
sin flee,
'"' To run with all patience the race set
before,
Looking to Jesus" in all more and
more.
1832.
A retrospect shows much transgression, much sin,
In the year that is past-much turmoil, much din ;
Yet, I trust, Zionward my face is still
found;
My prevailirig desire-Thy praises to
sound.
1834.
By trial and anxiety, Lord, I'm beset;
Oh, sanctify all-to T'hy name honour
get;
May mercies lrestowed again make me
to cast
My ba.cksliding soul on its Rock of the
past.
1835.
My cross now is heavy, yet all's well
I know;
The dross needs hot fire. Oh, Thy
patience bestow,
.
As I journey along, not seeking rest
here,
Yet permitted to feel my'Saviour is
near.

1836.
Dear Jesus, a manifestation,do ~rant ;
For a token for good I inwardly pant;
Make me dead to the world, alive
unto Thee;
Through this year, blessed Spirit, be
present with me.
1837.
With shame I confess I'm no better,but worse!
If I were His child, He my sins would
dispersp.
i.
All shattered and broken 1: come,
Lord, to Thee;
Oh, whisper forgiveness for lepers like
me!
1840.
Much blessing I've had, but I long
e'en for more;
.
All creatures and things I would leave
to adore
Thee, as my All in all; through t,hiscoming year,
.
Out of self into Christ, blest Comforter, steer.
1841.
Of long.suffering and mercy again I
may sing;
Of goodness and love to such a vile
thing;
More communion, Lord, grant-more
living to Thee;
,
Mark Thou out my way, and resigned
may I be.
1842.
Precious Christ, my Alpha, my Omega
be'
Thyself for a gift, oh, do give unto
me!
Raise me higher, draw me near, and
make me each day
To die to earth's pleasures, which. all
must decay.
1843.
An earnest of good things, Lord, give
.uoto me,
To be realized throughout this year
forty-three.
My heaven is begun; still, I pray,
grant me more
Of Thyself, precious Friend, tha.n evel"
before.
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1847.
This year, with my heart, take and
seal for Thine own;
I'm an orphan, alone, and yet not
alone,
For He is my Parent, my Husband,
my All,
The Sovereign Creator of things great
and small.
1849.
My body's laid low, yet my soul bathes
in love,
Immutable, sweet, which comes down
from above;
Thy will, Lord, is love,' oh, submit me
. to it!
" Abba, Father! " I cry, ,,' for all make
me fit."
1850.
Of my portion Thou art, Lord, the
worthiest part;
In Thee I will triumph, sole joy of my
heart.
May this eye be kept single, looking
to Thee;
May this body be lightened, living for
Thee.
1853.
A blessing I ask, Lord, in that holy
name
Whose unsullied beauty is ever the
same;
Wallingford.

Anoint with Thy Spirit, commune with
a worm
Convinced of her ignorance, and longing to learn.
1856.
Be with me in each flood and fire,
Lord, I pra.y ;
Prepare me and ripen me in Thine
own way;
Do sanctify present and all future
trials,
And under Thy discipline may I read
smiles.
1858.
Much brightened WIth mercy is this
early year;
Still "L'Joking to Jesus" is my
motto dear.
My daily experience, Lord, make it
to be'
In life and in death let me look unto
Thee.
1860.
Near home I may be, Lord-'tis known
unro TheeBut do Taou more honoured be in and
byme;
Let the gleanings of my death exalt
Thee more
Than the vintage of my life, now
nearly o'er.
C. A. K.

AFFLICTIONS can do the children of God no hurt. They may affright,
but they cannot harm them.. They may meet them with fear, but
shall part from them with joy.-Flavel.
THE Rev. J. M. GIBBON, of Highgate, speaking in Albion Conl:7e.
gational Church, Southampton, said that the Rev. T. T. CARTER, Vicar
of Clewer, had published a book in which he had asked his readers to
inquire of themselves whether they committed certain sins, but last of
all he came to the most awful sin, put, of course, in the form of a
question-Cl Have I been to a Dissenting chapel 1., Was not that a
curious thing-that a man in this nineteenth century should write a
book which had gone through a lot of editions as "A Guide to Heaven,"
and as a climax to sins committed against God, should put the" sill" of
going into a Dissenting chapel1 They would not be deemed sinning if
they went to the Alhambra, or engaged in betting at Newmarket; but
it would be regarded as a sin to go and hear Dr. PARKER or Mr.
SPURGEON, when they were engaged in winning souls to God. 'What
manliness could they expect to be produced .under teaching of that
kind 1
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NOMINAL PROTESTANTISM AND ITS FATE.
The English Ch~t1'Chman of December 13th contains a Review of a work
entitled, "Lives of Twelve Good Men," by JOHN WILLIAM BURGON,
B.O., Dean. of Ohichester. In this Review we meet with the following
remarkable passages : In this Life of ROSE, Cardinal (then Mr.) NEWMAN figures somewhat
conspicuously. They were thrown very much together, but the disciple
(NEWMAN) soon outran his master (Ros~) in the race Romeward, and it was
then vain for the latter to call the former back to his old standpoint. We
are here told that a certain article which appeared in the British Magazine
of January, 1834, is from the pen of NEWMAN. It is truly hard to understand how the man who wrote it could ever secede to Rome.
Here is an
extract :"It cannot be denied that Rome is one of the four monsters of Daniel's
vision. Do Christian travellers keep this enough in mind 1 I think not.
But, further, Rome is put on a level with Babvlon in Scripture;
nay, it is worse than it. The vengeance has fallen on Babylon, and it is no
more. On Rome, too, plagues have come; but it survives. What does the
circumstance imply 1 That further judgments are in store 1 I fear it does.
Rome, the mightiest monster, has as yet escaped on easier terms than
Babylon. Surely it has not drunk out the Lord's cup of fury, nor expiated
the curse! And then, again, the fearful Apocalypse occurs to my mind.
Amid the obscurities of that holy Book onll doctrine is clear enough-the
ungodliness of Rome; and, further, its destined destruction. That destruction has not yet overtaken it; therefore, it is in store. I am approaching
a doomed city."
NEW MAN, when he wrote thi~, was in company with FROUDE, on his way
to the city of Rome, and the latter informs us that, when there, the two
friends called on Monsignor (afterwards Cardinal) WISEMAN.
"W'e got introduced to him," writes FROUDE, "to find out whether they
would take us in on any tm'ms to which we co~dd twist our consciences, and
found to our dismay that not one step would be gained without 'swallowing
the Council of Trent as a whole" (FROUDE'S "Remains," pp. 304-7).
We fear that there are a great may clergymen still in the Church of
England who "twist" their consciences, like NEWMAN and FROUDE, in order
that they may swallow a8 much Popery as possible. One marked result of
the Tractarian Movement early showed itself. It is thus faithfully described
by Dean BURGON:"It is a memorable fact that throughout this period (1830 to 1850) Holy
Scripture itself experienced ?narked neglect. No Commentary in the vernacular language was so much as attempted" (Ibid, p. 225).
BURGON closes the biography of ROSE with some excellent advice to
future generations. He writes :"Above all, let them beware of resorting to strange expedients for the
recovery of peace within, or for the procuring of safety from without.
Away, especially, with the preposterous imagination that some sort of union
may yet be patched up with the apostate Church of Rome. Rome, in
England's day of greatest trouble, will prove England's deadliest foe. And
does she not lie unmistakably under the tremendous curse of God 1"
(1 bid, p. 280.)
What can more fully confirm the need of that Scriptural caution,
"Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall," than the
foregoing ~ Who would appear to have a clearer view of the character
and ultimate doom of Rome than the after-pervert N EWMAN ~ And yet
mark his speedy fall. It has been stated, moreover, that his brother-
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pervert, the so-called Cardinal of Westminster, previous to his apostacy,
preached the most evangelical sermons. It would seem, however, that
both the one and the o~her had nothing more than an intellectual
insight into divine things. Had they possessed true spiritual life, and
a really heartfelt knowledge of divine mysteries, by that grace and
power which the Lord alone can give, they would have been proof
against the fascinations of the Apostacy, and rather suffered martyrdom
than been beguiled by the tawdry, the tinsel, the millinery, and the
mockery of that doomed and accursed system. Had they known what
real union to a bleeding and despised Saviour was, assuredly they
would have scornfully refused the proffer of even a cardinal's cap (with
all its tomfoolery and frippery), rather than lent themselves to a system
which blasphemously usurps both His name and authority. Oh, what a
day of reckoning awaits such apostates!
THE EDITOR.

ROME'S CRAFT.
MARK her doings in Spain and elsewhere, in regard to her contempt
for, and efforts te destroy the Bible. Yet here in England she pretends
to reverence it, and wish for its circulation, as the latter of the
annexed paragraphs will show :" A Madrid correspondent telegraphs-' The Liberal Government tries
in vain to enforce the spirit of toleration among the authorities and
subjects of his Catholic Majesty. Very recently, in Biscay, an agent of
the Bible Society was attacked and insulted by twenty young Catholic
students, led by a Jesuit Father, who excited the lads to take possession of, tear up, and make a pious bonfire of the Bibles, Testaments,
and tracts. The Spanish judges, after carefully investigating the case,
declined to send the offenders before the Tribunal for the assault and
the destruetion of the property of the Foreign Bible Society. The
students, and not the Jesuit Father, who was the principal instigator
{)f the outrage, will have to appear before the municipal magistrate,
who can only inflict a fine and a few days' arrest, even if they are
<lonvicted. Whilst this treatment is meted out to foreigners and
Protestants, the Spanish courts of justice send journalists to penal
servitude for criticising the State religion:"
"Everything is moving in this age-even the Catholic Church. For
the last two days Catholics have been holding a sort of Church
Congress at the Westminster Town Hall; and among the papers read
was one by the Rev. K. VAUGHAN, 'On the Best Way of Inspiring a
Love for Holy Scripture.' JOHN TYNDALE tried to do that, little more
than three hundred years ago, by translating and circulating the Book j
and he was burnt for the offence. Yes, the Catholic Church moves,
after all."
THOUGH the state of the Church and every Christian is subject to
alterations, exact evenness is to be striven after here, but to be enjoyed
in another world.-Sibbes.

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

63

!{tirieb)'f~ an)) ~lati!ts Df ~DDhs.

Protestant Purgatory: Can it be Proved? By the Rev. H. LINDSAY YOUNG,
M.A., Vicar of St. J~hn's, Portsea. Portsea: J. W. Gardner.
THIS is a very able production, the issue of close reading and deep
reflection. The a.uthor has brought Scripture in the clearest and most
copious way to support his arguments. He has placed Dr. FARRAR'S
statement in contrast with the plain Word of God, and thus clearly
proved its most deceptive and unscriptural character. To quote the Archdeacon's theory would only be to propagate it, and therefore we forbear
merely saying that he holds out to the dying impenitent a most fallacious
and destructive hope. We cannot understand how any true believer in
the divine revelation, as given in the sacred Word, can see, if the bliss of
the redeemed be eternal, how the punishment of the finally impenitent
can be otherwise than eternal. They stand or fall together, inasmuch
as the same word applies to both. vVe are sorry to qualify our testimony
as to the work before us, inasmuch as we have read it with deep
interest and approval; but we must differ from the author in his ideas
of "offers" of Christ and " offers" of pardon, inasmuch as they bespeak
the power of the creature to refuse or reject, and that involves the
defeat of Omnipotence, whereas there is abundant evidence to prove the
veracity of the declaration, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of
Thy power." Neither the enmity of the creature nor all the efforts of
th!'l powers of darkness cltn militate against the" they shalls" and the
"I wills" of the covenant. Moreover, we cannot agree with Mr.
YOUNG, where he says, in regard to Isaiah Iv. 1-" Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price "-" It is idle to limit these words to certain characters.
They are addressed to those dead in sin. ' Hear, and your soul shall
live.'" "Do the dead thirst?" we would ask Mr. YOUNG. Then, if
disposed to reason upon the subject, or to adopt human arguments, go
and take your stand by the Prophet's side, in the valley of dry bones,
and mark all that was said and took place there. In reply to the
inquiry, "Can these bones live ~" better answer as the Prophet did"Lord, 'rhou knowest," than attempt to explain or define upon merely
natural or fleshly grounds.
~

"Not Gabriel asks the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives."

We believe, but comprehend it not.

Report of the Twenty-sixth Clifton ConfeTence of Christians of all Denominations, held· in the Victoria Rooms, October 2nd to 4th, 1888. Bristol:
W. F. Mack.
INVALUABLE as previous Reports of the Clifton Qonferences have been,
we consider that before us exceeds them all. There is a clearness, a
boldness, such a holy jealousy for the sacred Word, and' the name
and fame of the almighty and all-glorious InditeI' of the same, upon
the part of the speakers at the Conference, as renders the record of
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their testimonies, as here given, of the greatest possible value and importance, at the present juncture especially. As an exponent and a
Scriptural defence of truth, this Report is not only entitled to a close
perusal, but ought to be preserved for family use, as an authority to be
appealed to where a wavering or a scrupulous and doubtful tone of
mind begins in the leastwise to betray itself. There are arguments
and personal testimonies in this Report that are well calculated to
meet such a state of things, which, alas! is but too prevalent at thepresent time, and one of the indications of the coming crisis. We
cannot too strongly recommend this Report, which we are ourselves
reading with inteme interest and profit. We never felt a stronger
conviction of the great benefit likely to accrue from these Clifton Conferences than during the perusal of this Report, nor did we ever feel
greater regret at being personally absent from them. As we presumethere are but a few copies printed in excess of ~"hose expressly ordered
by the attendants at the Conference, we strongly advise our readers to
apply to Mr. MACK (the publishtr) for copies without delay.

Heart and Thought Menwries of Eastern Travel. By T. HOLMES, Author
of "Rambles in North Britain," &c. Bolton: J. W. Gledsdale.
THE number of books on Eastern travel is legion, and yet there seems
to be room for more, f@r every traveller seems to elicit fresh facts, and
to have at least some fresh incidents of interest to tell. These
"Memories" are very pleasant to read, and well worth reading. :Mr.
Holmes visited Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and the Levant, and he vividly
and nicely describes a great variety of scenes, with the historical facts
associated with them, and Scriptural allusions. vVe cordially recommend the book as a valuable addition to previous Eastern literature.
The Royal Charter of Liberty. With Notes by a Freed Man. London;
Robert Banks and Son.
EXCELLENT! A" charter," and a "1'oyal charter," too. We see this
penny pamphlet is in its seventh thousand. In such bewildering days as
the present with respect to testimony, and the answer to the momentous
question, "What must I do to be saved ~" we should rejoice to hear
that the seven was turned into seventy, that thus seventy tlwusand of this
summary of the need and the way of salvation should be sent forth far
and wide through Christendom.
Abraham,o or, The Obedience of Faith. By F. B. MEYER, RA. London:
Morgan and Scott.
As with the companion volumes, "Elijah, and the Secret of his Power,"
and "Israel, a Prince with God," the special feature in this work is
the manner in which the author has deduced the many practical and
important lessons suggested by the history of the Patriarch.
Cheering Wonls. Edited by W. WINTERS. London: R. Banks and Son.
THIS work has reached its thirty-eighth volume. It still maintains its
character for sound Scriptural truth, as well as interesting and instructive
matter. The present volume is rendered additionally attractive by
the portraits of both living and departed men of truth.

