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Who oomforteth us iu all onr tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which "re in "n1
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

1893, AND ITS MOTTO-" THE GOD OF HOPE."
"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
that ye may abound in hope, tlwough the power (If the Holy GllOst."
-ROMANS

xv. 13.

we know not that we could desire a more precious
portion lor a New Year's motto than the above. Sure we are
that, if .the Holy Ghost is pleased to open to us somewhat of its
blessed fulness, it will fill our hearts with joy and gladness, and
fortify us in prospect of all that may befall us in the new and
altogether untrodden year. If our simple cry be with Moses of old,
"If Thy presence go not with us, carry us not up hence," and
should the Holy Ghost give us, in response to such plea, the
assurance at the head of this artiole, it will at once possess us
with a peace that passeth all understanding. The echoes of our
heart, treading as we do upon the threshold of the unknown future,
will be, "I will trust and not be afraid, for the Lord J ehovah is
my strength and song ;He also will become my salvation," and,
"What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee." And, beloved.
what trust can there be to equal that of the Lord God of Sabaoth ?
We read of " some who trust in chariots, and some in horses; but
we will remember," says the Psalmist, "the name of the Lord our
God." Again we read, "They that trust in the Lord shall be as
Mount Zion, which cannot be moved." Oh, then, for more of that
simple, childlike trust, which at once brings glory to God and solid
peace and substantial rest to the soul.
.
Reader, in the chapter before us, the Lord is spoken of in a
threefold ·character': first, as the" God of patience and consolation" ;
secondly, as the" God of hope ",' and, thirdly~ as the" God of peace."
In Psalm lxviii, 20, He is spoken of as the." God of salvation" ;
in Acts vii. 2, the" God of glory",' in 2 Corinthians ~. 3, as the
,; God ilf all comfort." In Philippians iv. 9, as the" God nf peace " ;
in 1 Peter v. 10, as the" God of all grace."
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If the reader turns to these several passages, h~ will see how
these titles bear upon the varied subjects of which they treat.
This is so specially marked in the address of the martyred Stephen.
:As if he had a foreview of what awaited him, he testifies so emphaticallyof the" God of glory"! How beautifully and blessedly does'
tl¥s chime in and harmonize with the remarks with which he
closes his so faithful and fearless testimony: "He, being full
of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and
said, Behold, I see 'the heavens opened, and the Son of Man
standing on the right hand of God.'"
, Oh, reader, may not 8ucha sight; at 'such a juncture, and under
such 'circumstances, well remove fear, infuse peace, and inspire the
dying and yet exulting plea, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit," as
"he kneeled do~n, and ~ried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge"? How like his loved and loving Master's
.expiring cry, c' Father, forgive them; for they know not what
'they do;"
We come, however, dear reader, to the words more immediately
,before us: "Now the God of hope fill-you with all joy and peace
in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power or
the Holy Ghost." ,
,Three leading thoughts are presented in these words:First, the Title: "The God of hope."
Secondly, the Trust: "-Fill you with all joy and peace tn
believing.

"

'

Thirdly, the Triumph: "That ye may abound in lwpe, thl'ough
the power of the Holy Ghost."
, Now, first, we have the Title, "The God of hope." It is a precious
title-it is a glorious name-it is a soul-inspiring-heart-reviving
'theme-" the God oJ hope"! What encouragement is -n-rappE'Ji
up in it to a poor depressed" desolate, all-but despairing
'sinner. Do mark, dear reader, the cheering utterance of the
Psalmist, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall
yet 'praise Him, who is. the health of my countenance, and
,my God." This was fitting language for the Psalmist. He
was no novice as to trial. He had been well versed in affiictior:s. He had personally known what distresses, difficulties,
arid dangers were. He 'who had been "hunted like a partridge
~pon "t,he mountains"; and had exclaimed, "I shall one day
fall by the han~ of Saul," useq, not mere i9-le or thoughtless
words, when he said,as just expressed, "Why art thou cast
down, 0' my ,soul,. ~tid why art thou disquieted -within me?
hope. thou ~ in God.'" Among the many and critical 'Positions
with 'which he; was personally familiar, was this of which we
read, "And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake
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of stoning him, because the soul of all the people: was grieved,
every man 'for his sons and for his daughters: but David en.
couraged himself in the Lord his God" (1 Sam. xxx. 6).
It is well to have the abundant evidence which the' Word of
God affords, that certain great principles; as laid down in that'
Word, were put to the test in the most thoroughly practical way,
by the witnesses" whose histories are left upon record, and that'
for the profit and edification of those who should come after them.
Thus we realize the importance of that cheering Scripture, "What..
aoever was written aforetime was written for our learning,that,
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptuxes might have
hope." These patterns and proofs call for gratefuLacknowledgment
at our hand, as suggested by the statement, "Our fathers trusted'
in " Thee: they trusted; and Thou didst deliver them." Here
was hope and encouragement based upon previous facts and
examples. Does not the whole bearing of the Lord's "dealing"
with ancient Israel afford striking proof of His character, as a;
patient, forbearing, long-suffering Father? Do we not, moreover,~
gather the same· lessons from the more lengthened details left upon
l'ecord, in regard to the histories of J acob and David? What an
insight" is thus afforded to that precious Scripture, ,. Like asa
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him. ,For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we
are dust."
Is ;it not upon this very principle; dear reader, of proof, pattern,
exa~ple, that, espeoially when in trouble, perplexity, or affliction;
we turn at onoe to the Psalms of David, to see what he did, in
certain states and conditions, and then to ascertain how. he wos:
sustained, befriended, and delivered? Oh, how wondrously and,
marvellously and blessedly did the Lord, throughout the Psalms"
':-yea,· through all His own divine Word-establish and ratify
His great name, as the " God of hope"! It is such a precious set<
ting forth of His gracious and glorious character. Did men in
general but realize it, how different would be their course. What
a set-off would it be to -the desponding, despairing effects so consequent upon sin and transgression. The neutralizing of this is,
of course, the aim and purpose of the ,great adversary. He does
his utmost to veil-yea, and, if possible, obliterate-this great and
gr!lciotis characteristic of the Almighty, as the " God of hope"!
To this. is to be' ascribed the hapless and the hopeless extremes
to which, alas! multitudes in our day resort; humanly speaking"
from what awful and de'structive measures many a poor sinner
would have been rescued, if so be the endearing name of. the
",God of hope". had but been whispered 'into his -innermost souE
. Take, fot example;.onecase, by way of illustration, that presents
Itself to the:miild,l\t ·the' moment' of writing. A poor woman!
:reduced to a state of' a!lmost, "absolute despair; resolved at lengtln
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to take her life. She set out for the Clifton Suspension Bridge
for that purpose, the resort, alas! of so many suioides. As the
Lord graoiously ordered it, when passing over the fields whioh
lead to that wondrous struoture, although nearly a mile distant,
she heard the ohiming of St. Luke's bells, Bedminster, for the
Sunday-morning servioe, as carried upon the surface of the .water
called the New Cut, which runs by the churoh. Her mind was
instantly diverted from its guilty purpose, and she at once
followed the promptings of her heart, which were to go to the
churoh; arrived at which, if we remember rightly, at the moment
of her entranoe, the congregation were singing the well-known
hymn, "I was a wandering sheep." The Lord was pleased to
apply the words to her poor troubled soul, as well as what was
delivered from the pulpit, and the snare was meroifully broken.
A somewhat similar coinoidenoe happened some years before,
when a poor almost-despairing man was attracted into the church,
when passing by on a Sunday forenoon. There the Lord was
pleased to meet with him, sealing home the glorious truths contained in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, upon his heart. In a few days
afterwards he ~as taken seriously ill, was removed to the hospital,
and there sweetly passed away. His wife (who was allowed to
wait upon him) asked, "Would he like to see a minister?
Would he wish the Incumbent of St. Luke's to be sent for, to
whose ministrations he had so reoently listened?" His answer
was, "He had Jesus with him, and he wanted no one else" ; and
thus he peacefully and triumphantly passed away.
Reader, forgive us for dwelling upon these facts. They bear
upon our heart in no small measure or degree.. -The pathway
through which we have been led, and the depths of temptation
with whioh we have personally been familiar, tend so to enhance
and endear that preoious name of J ehovah, "The God of hope!"
Although nearly sixty years have sinoe passed away, one memorable oooasion remains fresh in our remembranoe. When, upon
the very borders of despair, we were actually on our way to oast
ourselves into' the New River, as the Lord would have it, we
(shall we say?) stumbled against a dear old friend in the orowded
neighbourhood of Islington. He:was partially blind; notwithstanding his want of sight, however, and without a word being
exohanged, it was as if he suspeoted a something wrong upon
~ur part.
Hence he slid his arm into ours, turned us into quite
.an opposite direction; and, suoh were his soothing words and
suoh his loving counsel, as not only to divert us from our purpose,
but ~o 'Isuggest a course that ended in the most happy and SUQoeSiiril results. Oh, it was -a marvellous interposition!
"That dear man of God, the late J A1tIES FRANCIS, was onoe on his
way to throw himself into the Hampstead ponds; when he was
arrasted with the words, 'which were repeated again and again, " In
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due time thou shalt reap, if thou faint not;" "In due time thou
shalt reap, if thou faint not." He was, in consequence, diverted
from his hapless purpose; and, if ever there was a man bound to
testify, in old age and declining years, of the goodness and love,
faithfulness and divine all-sufficiency, ofa covenant God, it was
dear old JAMES FRANCIS, spoken of on the cover of our last Number.
Oh, we would say to the feelingly vilest and most desperate of
sinners, Never despond! yield not to despair! whilst" the God of
hope " lives and reigns in highest heaven! Remember that "God
so loved the· world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." Remember that Jesus left His eternal throne in glory, and
came to earth to "seek and to save that which was lost." :Mark
the term," Lost!" Supposing you heard a. poor sinner, in. the
depths of· his anguish, cry, "Lost! lost! lost!" That's the very
kind of man Jesus came to save! He lived for such! He died
for such! He rose again for such I He returned to heaven, and
sits upon His eternal throne to advooate the cause of such! :Mark
the great and glorious title, " The God of hope!" Its very foundation, so to speak, is hopelessness and despair! "He came to seek
and to save that which was lost!" The immortal Dr. HAWKER
was once called to visit a condemned soldier. He remained with
him to his last moments. He accompanied him to the spot where
he was to die; and just before leaving the poor culprit to his fate,
urged him with his dying breath to cry, "God, be merciful to me,
a sinner! "
.
Oh, what a~ intense desire we feel, at the moment of writing, to
speak a cheering and encouraging word to poor fellow-sinners.
Whatever their condition-however helpless, lost., undone-there
is no need for hopelessness or despondency. Remember whence
Jesus came, and why, as well as Wllo and What He'is. ":MIGHTY
TO SAVE! "
" Able to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or
(even) think." Remember the bloody Manassehs He has saved,
the adulterous, murderous Davids, the rebellious J onahs, the :Mary
:Magdalenes, the dying thieves, the persecuting Sauls. "Is His
ear heavy, that He cannot hear? or His arm shortened that it
cannot save?" Oh, how we love that versel<

Determined to save, He watched o'er my path,
When, Satan's blind slave, I spol'ted with death."

Ah! that's the word, "Sported with death!" Ah! reader, what
have some 6f us felt and said upon this matter? Had He taken
us at our word, where should we be now? Where the poor,
defiant, daring sinner that writes these lines? Ah! where, indeed,
but in that place where hope never comes?
Oh, poor fellow-sinner; the Lord, in His great mercy, enable
you (in spite of all) to adopt those precious lines-
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"I can· but perish i£ I go;
I am resolved to try;
For, if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die.
"But can I die, with mel'cy sought,
. When I the Kin~ have tried?
That were to die (delightful thought!)
As sinner never died!"

The" God of hope!" Again we say, we speak after the manner
of men, when we think of those who have been permitted to lay
violent hands upon themselves. Two most promising young men,
in particular, have so often presented themselves to our own mind;
and we have thought, "Oh, had some one been near to bring
hefore them that great and endearing name, "The God of hope!"
who knows what might have been its effects? Who knows but it
may have. led their thoughts into another and a more hopeful
channel? Who knows but they may have exclaimed, with a
rebellious and a far-wandering Jonah, cC I am cast out of Thy sight,
yet will I look again toward Thy. ho,ly temple "? The sin of
.sUicide is so frequently resorted to, in these days, that we can but
enter our .protest against the lightsome way (we dare not use a
milder. term) in which it is regarded. We have been perfectly
dismayed .and: shocked by the terms in which it has been spoken
9f. Whatever men may say to the contrary, it is a perfectly
hopeless and utterly-despairing sm.
But we shall pass on from these oonsiderations to our second
point-the Trust..,.-that upon whioh the precious Word lays such
stress; and do observe, dear reader, how the Apostle traces the
blessing to the Lord Himself! Hence he says, "Now the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing." Here we at
onoe see the source-the origin-the spring and fountain-head of
the blessing. This is of vast importance, beoause it shows the
Lord's personal interest in the whole matter. It is so confirmatory
of that precious and most consolatory truth, "This people have I
.formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise" (Isa. xliii. 21).
" The Lord's portion is His people; J acob is the lot of His inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling
wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him
as the apple of His eye " (Deut. xxxii. 9, 10). "Fer the Lord
hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation. This is
My rest for ever ': here will I dwell; for I have desired it" (Psalm
cxxxii. 13, 14). Again we read, "I, even I, am He that blotteth
.out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember
,thy sins" (Isaiah' xliii. 25).
Now we cannot lay too great stress upon the fact of the Lord
~Jehovah'~ purpose and design conoerning His Church and people.
Did He take so deep an interest· in all the infinite fulness and
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diversity of Creation, and will He be indifferent in regard to
Redemption.2 The one, by comparison, falls incomparably short of
the other. Well has it been said, "He merely spoke to create; but
He died to redeem." Well might angels desire to look into the
incarnate mystery. And what a view does the vast redemptionprice afford as to the security and everlasting well-being of His
Church, united as it is to Christ. in indissoluble bonds. But we
must not longer dwell upon this phase of our subject, precious
and consolatory as it is.
We want to consider the wish expressed by the Apostle, " Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believingY
Mark, dear reader, it reads, "in believing," not "for believing."
This "for believing" would present faith as a work. This will
:never do. This would render the believer acceptable according to
the measure of his. faith; whereas (blessed be God!) "To Him
the weak is as dear as the strong." The poor woman who said,
"If I may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be whole,"
was quite as precious in the Lord's sight, as Peter when
he exclaimed, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God)'
Not dearer to Jesus was Mary, as she sat at His feet and
listened to His words, than was the poor leper who exclaimed,
" Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." The manifestation
is one thing, the fact or reality quite another. Jesus had as deep
an interest in Martha and Mary and Lazarus, when, at hearing
, of Lazarus' sickness, He "remained two days where He was/'
until the latter died and was buried, as when He stood at his
tomb, and cried, "Lazarus, come forth; and he that was dead
came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes." We repeat,
that' the Lord's will and His ways may appear at issue ,and
contradictory; there is, nevertheless, a beautiful and a blessed
harmony. It is our flesWy view .of matters-our hastiness-our
lack of faith and want of child-like trust and confidence, that are
the. cause of so much despising; yea, and which, alas! alas!
engender such hard and unworthy thoughts and conclusions in
regard to Divine love and Fatherly discipline. .
Dear reader, depend upon it, the longer we live, the Illore we
are enabled ~o consider the Lord's wise and gracious dealings,
the more convinced we shall be of our own extreme folly" and
short-sightedness.
.
But again, do observe how the Apostle emphasizes his wish,
. and what is involved in it. It is that we, or those to whom he
wrote, may have joy and peace-not in the fulfilment, not in the
then and there personal realization-but in the prospective I--'in
the expectation /-in the hopefulness! This is the character of faith,
which is "the substance [mark the words] of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not· seen.'"
..
Oh, that we could more fully enter into the real nature of "faith.
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What an amount of anxiety and discomfort would. it save us. In
our short-sightedness and folly, with all our talk of faith, we are,
for most part, under the all-but continual influence of sight and
sense. We lack our principles. We ignore our leading and essential element, as professed Christians. We live and act in direct
contradiction to the leading declaration, as to the essential nature
"and divine operation of faith. Thus we read in the inspired
Word: "These all died in faith"-yea, according to faith-" not
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
. Now, this is the real position of the child of God. Here is his
standard. Of this the world knows nothing in a really practical
and experimental sense. Their ideas of it are merely speculative;
'and,. when and· where they see faith in its real and legitimate
operation, so far from their approval or endorsement, or wishing
to partake of like precious faith, they regard it as enthusiastic,
fanatical, and visionary. In spite, however, of this worldly and
'carnal view of faith, observe the terms in which the Apostle speaks
of it: "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
. for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while
'we look not at tlie things which are seen, but at the things
.which are Dot seen: for the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18) .
. Again, in speaking of faith, he says, "I am crucified with Christ;
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
·life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20).
Now, dear reader, seek as we may for a something tangible,that upon which, in a human or fleshly sense, we can rest or
, depend-in proportion as we are under the influence or power of
faith, we shall never have it. Nor shall we ever have a cwarer
:or, in' all probability, a smoother path than now. We fully
;believe in the statement that
"That traveller walks the safest path
Who seldom sees his way."

,It wi~l be a hand-basket portion all the way through. depend upon
it, reader; and do we really need aught else? Does not the
dependence help to maintain the 1'niimacy? How contented is the
,happy wife to resort to her husband, from time to time, for supplies? How different the child's position when portioned off.
Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, waning upon
her Beloved?" No independence there; no self-reliance and sufficie~cy !. The leaning bespeaks the clinging and the cleaving!
Ah! how sweet, sacred, satisfactory the condition of the bride
,JwheIi thus privileged to .
I ••
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Vent in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."

We cannot approve of the fashion of husband and wife walking
apart; on the contrary, we love the old-fashioned practice of the
leaning upon the part of the wife on the arm of' her husband.
But again, in regard to faith, be it ours ever to remember that
it is the great principle that characterizes the present condition and
circumstances of the child of God. He is "called to walk by faith,
and not by sight." Aud it is worthy of notice that there is 'both
the perpetual and ceaseless mode of life. It is only in the rarest
cases that a child of God sees into or understands the Lord's
particular leadings, purposes, or ideas. This, we repeat, is his continuous and abiding position during his earthly sojourn. For
example, in regard to their last illness or final summons, how very
few (comparatively speaking") foresee the issue. What a very large
proportion are at a loss to know the result of even their last illness.
How many a minister has no idea that he is .preaching his last
sermon. Our late dear brother-in-law thought he might preach to
his dear people at Charles Church, Plymouth, for the next twenty
years. No sooner had he 6ntflrtained the thought, or given utterance to it, than a counteracting thought suggested that it might
be his last sermon; and so it proved! Hence' we perceive how
little we know-how extremely short-sighted we are. How de:"
pendent upon the will and purpose of the Most High.
Again, be it remembered that those who have most faith have
least of the flesh. Their resources are above and of God, not of
the world or the creature. Note what the Apostle J ames saith,
" Hearken, my beloved brethren, Bath not God chosen the poor of
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath
promised to them that love Him?" (James ii. 5.) Whatever we
may think, or however we may strive to the contrary, our mode of
life, in proportion as we are under the influence and power of fl!'ith,
will be this living in a perfect trust-a childlike dependence-a
holy confidence. "I am in my Father's hand. He has pledged
Himself to provide, protect, and preserve me. He has bidden me
to take no anxious thought, no care, no anxiety, but to leave all to
Him. He has pledged Himself that He will never leave nor
forsake; but 'my shoes shall be iron and brass, and as my days
so shall my strength be.' He has said, •My bread shall be given
.me, and my waters sure.' He has declared that' no weapon formed
against me shall prosper, and that every tongue rising against me
I shall condemn.' He has said, 'When thou walkest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the :rivers, they shall
not overwhelm thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.'
He has promised that' He will give grace, and that He will give
glory; and that no good thing will He withhold from me.'
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What more, therefore, can I need? He has pledged Himself by
all that is sacred in His character and conduct to do for me and
·by me all lean possibly require. Hence why should I be worried?
.why careful? why even concerned? What more direct counsel or
advice could He possibly have given than His own gracious,
merciful, and most considerate word, 'Seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself, Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof' (Matt. iv. 33, 34); "Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
.thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, whichpasseth all understanding, shall keep
-your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus'? (Phil. iv. 6, 7.)"
Ah! dear reader, .looking at matters in this simple, scriptural
light, how well may we exolaim,
"Oh, could we but believe,
All- things would easy be;
We would, but cannot; Lord, relieve;
Our help must come fi'om Thee."

But we must proceed to our third point: the Triumph. " That
.ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost."
In the eighth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, the Apostle
declares that "we are saved by hope; " and, in order that there
should be no mistake as to its character, he plainly describes what
hope is. ., But," says he, "hope that. is seen is not hope; for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? but, if we hope for
tlmt we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." We
have often thought that, considering the momentous nature of the
subject, what a mercy it was, that the Holy Ghost should prompt
and enable the Apostle thus to define a matter which has so to do
with the interests of the immortal soul.
Again, with respect to this great principle of the Christian faith,
that of a "good hope through grace," of a "hope that maketh not
ashamed." In that very solemn chapter, the sixth of the Hebrews,
which has· been such a ground of deep searching of heart, in
regard to mosi; of the dear children of God, the Apostle gives a very
striking description of hope as "an anchor within the veil," This
is both a timely and a blessed setting forth of. hope, because, in times
of extremity and in seasons of danger, the anchor is not seen. It is
cast overboard.• It is no longer iD! sight. It grasps the earth or lays
hold ef the rock; and upon that 1).old instrumentally depends the
safety of the ship. We recollect, many years ago, watching from the
cliffs by the side of the Bristol Channel a certain large craft as she
.lay at anchor. So did tpe storm beat upon that ship, and the waves rush
vponand. by her, t.hat we expeoteg. every moment to see her caple

The Gospel Magaz'i1ze

'.11

snap, or that she would draw her anchor and dtive upon a lee-shore,
or rather upon the base of the cliffs' hard by. To us the danger
seemed 'imminent to a degree, and we could not help thinking what
confidence both the captain and crew had both in their ship and her
anchors and appliances.
.
Now, in the chapter aforenamed, the Apostle testifies so sweetly as
to the security and blessedness of the believer, in these striking terms:
"Wherein God," says he, "willing more abundantly to show unto
the heirs of promise the immutability: of His counsel, confirmed it by
an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure .and stedfast, and which
entereth into that within the veil j whither the Forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the order of
Melohisedeo" (Heb. vi. 17-20).
The Apostle Peter, moreover, writes with equal foroe, power, and
blessedness, upon this precious hope. In his first Epistle he speaks
of a "begetting again to a lively [or a living] hope." It would seem
as if there had been a partial failure or a disappointment, upon the
part of the disoiples, in regard to the personal mission and work of Christ,
as we gather from their talk with Jesus, in their walk' to Emmaus;
but here he speaks of the' renewal or revival of hope, as based upon
the resurrection of Jesus. Mark his language: " Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to His
abundant meroy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurreotion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritanoe incor'ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 3-5).'
.'
.
But observe, dear reader, the desire of the Apostle. It was not
merely that those whom he addressed should be 'partakers of this
hope, but that they should "abound" in it. He wished that they
should partioipate largely and fully. Do not, however, overlook
the charaoter of the blessing. It was not, of a fleshly or human
kind. It was naught that could by any means oontribute to independence, creature-trust, or fleshly boast. On the oontrary, it was
in striotest harmony with faith in the unseen. His ardent wish
-and desire was that they .should "abound in hope," and that" by
·thepower of the Holy Ghost." Ah! there is the seoret. There
the spring-the fountain-head, and divine souroe. For every
partiole of life,' every ray of' light, every gleam of hope, every
iota of peaoe, every vestige of divine love, liberty, and power, we
are wholly 'and solely indebted to the Holy Ghost j and the more
we can testify of Him, appeal to Him, and shelter ourselves in
Him, the more blessed insight shall we have to that divine seoret
of "rp/oicing in lwpe of th~ glory of fil;od"/ yea, the more perfeGt

I
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and precious understanding shall we have as to the desire of the
Apostle that "the God of hope should give t~8JOY and peace in believing,"
and that we should "abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost."
Dear reader, we write this towards the close of the month of
October. The year 1892 is thus fast hastening to its end. In
the ordinary course of events, what we now write will fall under
your eye upon the commencement of a new and untrodden year.
What that year may witness, or what may come to pass even
during the two intervening months, is known only to the Lord.
The newspapers of the day hold out but a pitiable prospect as
far as the coming winter is concerned. Tho wide-spread
prevalence of disease, the manifold calamities which have
happened, and which are still occurring; the so limited harvest,
the depression in trade; and the multitudes out of employment,
as well as the unsettled and unsatisfactory state of the political
world, present but a gloomy prospect as far as the near future is
concerned; but, be that as it may, all is well, as far as the children
of God are concerned. There is not the shade of a drawback, so far
as the Lord and His Word are concerned. His command still is
(blessed be His name), "Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well
with them"; and, in still later days, the Lord Jesus Himself said,
for our peace, solace, and encouragement, ," When these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh." To that our heartfelt response is,
"OOME, LORn JESUS, OO)lE QUICKLY."
Whether we personally shall be spared to see even the
commencement of the forthcoming year, much less its close, we
know not. This solely remains with Him in whose hands our
times are. Our ardent wish for our readers, however, is that
they may experimentally realize what the Apostle Peter expresses
in the eighth verse of' the first chapter of his second epistle,
"For if these things ,be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Ohrist"; and likewise that of which the Apostle
speaks in the third chapter of his epistle to the Ephesians, seventeenth and two following verses, "That Ohrist may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of
Christ, whioh passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulness of God."
THE EDITOR.
Southville, Granada Road, Southsea, Oct. 25th, 189~.

IF the children of God did but know what was best for them, they
would perceive that God did that which is best for them.

.....
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JOURNEYING STILL.
"We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I will give it
yoU."-NUMBERS x. 29.
IN our last" Notes," beloved, at the close of the past year, you may
remember that we enumerated a number of kindred spirits who had
during its period finished their "homeward flight," and, like doves, ha(l
arrived safely at the windows of their eternal home; but here we are,
dear reader, in the providence of God, spared, and journeying still
to the place of which the Lord said, "I will give it you." We love
His "I wills," and here is one which makes all secure and certain.
But my mind is impressed, and my,spirit melted, at the consideration
of the great mercy and loving-kindness of our Covenant God to us
who still remain; and I find my song of praise and prayer is this" Rough paths my feet have trod,
Since first their course began;
Feed me, Thou Bread of God;
Help me, Thou Son of Man.
"For still the desert lies
My thirsting soul before;
Oh, living waters, rise
Within ·me evermore."

..'

Yes; I do believe that He who hath blessed, will still bless; He
who hath upheld, will stilI give us divine support; He who hath unfolded the precious things of His will and ways, will fulfil His promise,
"Thou shalt see greater things yet": and so we shall go on, till we
reach the place-the blessed place-the land of rest and eternal
quietude, of which He has said, " I will give it you": and if He says,
" I will," it is as secure as if we had entered it.
The sequel which gave rise to the words of Moses, in our portion,
IS, like all that concerns God's ancient people, of an interesting and
spiritual character. Hobab had come from Midian, to stay with his
honoured relative; but, as Israel were on the move, he desired to
return to his own country; but Moses persuaded him not to do so, saying,
.. We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I will
give it you: come thou with us and we will do thee good: for the
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel." At first Hobab positively
['efused-" I will not go, but I will depart to mine own land, .... and to
my kindred." But Moses replied, "Leave us not, I pray thee, and
thou mayest be to us instead of eyes." It seems probable that Hobab,
yielded to Moses' importunity, and did go with them. Be this as it
may, we are spiritually in the same position as Moses was-journeying
$till j and .we would say to the Lord's secret, chosen ones, "Come
with us, and we will do thee good."
And now, in connection with our journeying still "to the place which
the Lord our God has said, I will give it you," a portion of His

14

Tlte GosjJel M agaZ£ne;

blessed Word has come to us with that heart-touch which we feel is of
the Spirit. We should like to take it and give it you also, dear
readers, as
A NEW YEAR'S PORTION.-" Thou wilt show me the path of life: in
Tft,y presence is fulness of joy ;at Thy 1'ight hand therea1'e pleaslf,res for
evermore" (Psalm xvi: 11).
'
, Now, ,these words undoubtedly are the prophetical utterances of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist Himself, who, when on ear~h, declared that all
things mus,t be fulfilled which are written in the', law of Moses, and
in the Prophets, "and in the Psalms " concerning Himself. It is plain
enough, then, that ,we shall find Ohrist to be the Key-note in the harmony
of. the songs of David, and 'be, able, in our tracing and tuning, tp
declare,_ I' A greater than David is here." That it is so, in that very
pre,cious sixteenth Psalm is evident, if we go no further back than
~he .previous ve,rse to our New Year's Portion-" For Thou wilt no~
leave My soul in hell [Hades, the grave], neither wilt Thou suffer
Thine Holy One to see corruption." God's H Holy One" was Ohrist,
His beloved Son, who, true to His word, "The third day I will
rise again," burst t}1e trammels of the tomb, and rose again, His
body seeing no corruption. True, His enemies took every human precaution to stultify his .declaration; rolling a ponderous stone before the
mouth of the tomb; sealing it with a -seal, and placing a band of sixty
men, used to military discipline, to watch -the grave; but all was futile.
I have often thought that, the divine power which burst the bands of
the grave at the app\)inted time, was the same divine power that sent all
those, sixty men into a deep sleep-almost like a death-sleep-for not
orie of them awoke-; they were one and all spell~bourid,
,
And then, referring to our passage, we mark, Ohrist being raised
from the dead, ascended into His Father's presence, where wa-s
"fulness of joy" for Him; for. He had accomplished all that the
Father had giv.en Him to do: finishing the work of salvation for His
blood.bought family, He takes His own position at the right .hand of
God; and methinks His great pleasure was in the knowledge of all'
that He had accomplished to secure heaven for His own. "He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." It is wonderful.!
There is nothing comparable with it. He has been shown in very
deed the path of life, opening out to everlasting joy, _ And herein is
our comfort. As with the 'Head, so with the members. If Ohrist
walked "the path of life," so, in measure, will they._ If Ohristrose'
again; so will they. If Christ is in heaven, so will they be; R'Ot
one lost by the way. So that while thinking of this language, as the
experience, of. our blessed Lord Himself, I am sure we may take it,
and: adopt it as the. heartfelt realization of His followers, bound lip
with Him in that wondrous identity and union He so often, when on
earth, loved to declare. Yes~beloved, looking up to Him, and relying
upon' the Holy Spirit, we: can say, "Thou wilt show ~even- methe, path. of life-of eternal life-which Christ hath opened for. us,
and which the Holy Spirit is opening 'out before us to walk in by
faith:' ,H In Thy' presence "';';""'now; "and future~" is fulness of joy; 'and
at:Thy right, qand "the:J;e are pleasures,fOJ' evermore:': Pause :with us,
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over three precious points in this language, which at once present
themselves for our profit:I. The Person.
n. The Pathway.
m. The Presence
I. The Person. "Thou wilt show me.". And the Lord Jesus
Christ at once tells us who that Person is. He said, ere. He left
this earth, "Nevertheless, it is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto YOU; but
if I depart, I will send Him unto you. Howbeit when Hp-,
the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for
He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall
He spea.k, and [mark!J He will show you things to come. Ee shall
glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you"
(John xvi. 7, 13, 14). And is not the Holy Spirit doing this for us ~
Yes; we can say, "He is showing me the path of life." Ah! mark
with us at once; that it is the path of life, and that there must be life to
waUc in it.
All the former pathway, ere we were brought into it,
was stamped with deatll,.
,
,But, dear reader, to my mind there is something precious and,
momentous in these words, "Thou wilt show me." It is worthy of note
that Peter, in his memorable sermon:after the day of Pentecost, speaking under 'the power of the Holy Ghost, just pour~d out, refers to ~ur
portion, and its context, rendering it, "Thou h~ made known to me
the ways of life; Thou shalt make me full of-J.oy'with Thy countenance."
(Acts ii. 28). And we are told by the learned tbatthe Syriac of the
New Testament hl1\! the words" show me" in the plural; and, instead Qf·
rendering "lachoine," "show me," or "demonstrate," as in the Old
Testament, has it, "galaeth," 1'eveal, or make manifest; while .Luther's
version is, "Thou makest known unto me the path of life." I mention
this because it enforces more the precious truth, that all with regard
to the Christian's pathway is a matter of revelation; and this, to my
mind, brings out that which I constantly refer to, .namely, that it is
God's will we want to get at, in all that is connected with the covenant
pathway~every step right, ordered and well ordered. Is it privationopposition-suffering ~ it is, at all events, according to the covenant,
and God is really manifesting Himself and revealing His will to us.
/ This is what Lunderstand by "Thou wilt show me the path of life."
/ "Thou hast sh~ed me [even me1 the path of life." Y{'s, I can say so,
blessed be His nime; and what I do love is to meet with genuine cases
of tQ,e same. I say, genuine, for there are plenty of "clap-trap" 'I:- conversions in our day that are not to be depended upon; but, 'when I
meet ,1vith a poor humbled and crumbled fellow-sinner, who feels a
very nothing in self, and· is attributing all he lmow,s' and feels to
sovereign grace and, merpy, my favourite inquiry t.o s.uch, in.:drawing
up one's cQ,air c1oseto .them, is, " Now, teU :Qow it was the Lord
first dealt with you in showing you the path of life._Wh~t .was. the.
portion or promise tha~ "ras then ,made preciou!\,:unto your soul t How
• "Clap.trap " indeed, brother ; that's the" very word. Adevice of .thewlckeq
one, With which he deceives-and deludes' Poor unwary souls.~E;D. ' . , ·':
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was it the Lord met you, and melted you at the feet of Jesus 1" Ab !
I have a host of such gracious and heartfelt teIlings if that are cherished;
and I rejoice in it, when there is no blaze of talk, but proof that the
smoking flax has its spark, which shall never be quenched; the reed
has its jointing in union to Christ., which shall never be broken.
But further, we are certain that11. He who b'rought us into the "path of life" will keep us there,. He
will never forsake the work of His own hands. Re will grant,
according to Divine promise, supporting and sufficent grace to the end.
Our God-all-sufficent· God-is sufficient for our largest need, and,
depend upon it, He who made earth and· heaven is certainly able to
meet the case of poor worms like you and I, dear reader; and I am
sure, if we look no further back than the past year, it is marvellous
how the grace of God has upheld.t We have many a time thought
we must sink, but His hand has been outstretched just at the needed
moment. Failure with u~, but omnipotent power with Him. Yes, we
are spared monuments of His mercy this day, and He shall have all
the ·praise.
But, while speaking of our dear Lord's sJ-lStaining grace, so mercifully
extended to us that the unfolding year finds us journeying still, I am
struck with a thought that comes bome with power, and which we
must not pass by; it is this: Have you ever thought, of our
Lord's hidden power? We have a remarkable instance of this in the
~reation of ,the world. "And God said, Let there be light: and there
was light." "And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst
of the waters," &c., "and it was so." And so on, passage after passage,
we are given, "And God said;" and what He said, " Was 80," till it
.comes on to the creatinn of man. who was made according to His
divine fiat. But how, we ask, did the "It was so J' become a living
fact 1 Why, through His hidden power. Purpose, power, and performance were linked with divine wisdom and foresight. And 80 it was
in all His working with and for His people in the wilderness. It was
the same hidden power that changed the water into blood in Egypt, for
the warning of the enemies of His people; the same hidden power
that brought pure water out of the rock, to the blessing of His owna silent, unseen energy. which has ever been at work in all ages of
the Church's history. But let us carry our thoughts to that remarkable
instance of His hidden power, in His feeding five thousand people with
five barley loaves and two small fishes. Flocking after Christ, in the
evening of the day, they found themselves far from their homes in
... a dese1·t place." Ah! He can make the desert place and the desolate
heart "blossom like the rose," through the secret and sweet power we
are referring to. Well, here they were, surrounding our Saviour in this
vast multitude. What was to be done 1 Oh, said His disciples,
"Send them away, that they may buy victuals." But not 80 the
compassionate Saviour. It never was, nor is, in His loving heart to
.• Heartfelt in very deed; flowing out of and into the new heart implanted by
the Holy Ghost.-ED.
t. Marvello~s, indel1d, dear brot4er; and, if we mistake not, the coming year will
be attended with additional surprise and astonishment at its unfoldings, preservation,
and deliverances.-ED.
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send any hungry, seeking souls away empty. But He said unto them,
"Give ye them to eat." How astonished they must have been at this
command, "Give ye them to eat," when insufficiency marked, as it always
does, human power. " We have no more but five loaves and two fishes;
except we should go and buy meat for this people. And He said, Make
them sit down by fifties in a company. Then He took the five loaves
and the two fishes, and, looking up to heaven, He blessed them, and
brake, and gave to the disciples to set before the multitude, and they did
eat, and were all filled: and there were taken up of fragments that
remained to them twelve baskets." Yes, but from whence came all this
rich abundance ~ There were only the five loaves and two fishes; no
more were bought or brought. Oh, was not, as He dealt out to
each, the hidden power at work to which we are referring ~ and, as piece
after piece of the bread was broken, it was not broken into crumbs,
but into a Ohrist-like satiety, .for they were all satisfied j and mark,
mme "emained than was first set down. And so it is Ohrist multiplies
His blessings. In Old Testament journeyings-in New Testament times
-in the present age-this same hidden power is at work for His own.
Shall the Israelites be fed with manna, Elijah by ravens-the widow's
meal and oil be multiplied-Ohrist's craving ones in the desert place
all be satisfied, and we not, beloved-we left, we forgotten ~ Impossible! Our blessed Lord is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever." " We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said,
I will give it you." He has, in this promise, pledged His word· to
sustain, uphold, and bless to the end: let us not wrong Him by distrusting Him ·£or a moment. There is nothing too hard for t.he Lord;
nothing that His eternal Godhead cannot effect. But further, The path
of life is a pathway of wa1!are. In an early walk, I found myself
saying, "0 Lord, another morning! tried, tried, tried I-tempted,
tempted, tempted!" When a voice seemed to come, "Yes, but upheld,
upheld, upheld! I My grace is sufficient for thee.''' Oh, the hallowed
calm that was produced, and that sweet resting on the Lord we lovE'!
to realize! Beloved, we welcome such joy-moments. If there is the
tremhling,ii- there is the calming j. and so we press on; but never were
words truer than those of dear HART"His fairest pretensions must wholly be waived,
And Ihis best resolutions be crossed;
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved,
Till he finds himself utterly lost.
H When all this is done, and his heart is assured
Of the total remiElsion of sins;
When his pardon is signed, and his peace is procured,
From that moment his conflict begins."
Yes, it is so; and everyone of the. Lord's saved ones will find it so
-conflict in some form or another. Why, we could multiply passages
from God's Word in proof that the path of life we are called to walk in
is a battle-field-a fight of faith a5ainst "many adversaries"; one must
suffice, the language of which flows into the mind at the moment.
The Apostle Paul, writing to the Ohristians at Oorint~, says, "For the
• Would, dear brother, that with the trembling there was likewise the trustinv.-ED.

-
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weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through, God to the
pulling down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. x. 4, 5).
The weapons provided for us from God's armoury tell us of the
certainty of warfare by the way, and that of no slight character; no
playing at soldiers as a child's game on a drawing-room table: no,
indeed; it is to be to the "pulling down of strong holds, and casting
down imaginations." Pulling and casting down, and we such poor,
helpless, weak creatures of a day! One's heart almost shrinks from
such conflict; and well it might, if the secret of strength were withheld from us;' but here it is, "Mighty through God!" This' makes us
dare to face "strong holds" and "high things."
But I wonder what the Apostle means by our warfare taking the
course of "Casting down imaginations"? " Imaginations"! It seems,
in the sense in which it stands, to convey the thought of the carnal
reasoning of the minds of natural men against God, against His providences and purposes, and especially against Christ, His method of
salvation, and every truth of the Gospel. And there is no doubt, in
those days, our brethren and sisters in, Christ WE're surrounded by
such, and had earnestly to contend for the faith delivered unto them.
But I do not think they were singular in their experience. Is it not
the same now ~ I find it so.. We are surrounded and bewildered by
the carnal doings of the religious; world, and we find we too must
earnestly contend for "the faith once delivered unto the saints," and
that, too, in God's strength, to the pulling down of the strong holds,
and the casting down of their specious. imaginations and carnal
reasonings.
But we would look at this ·matter in another 'and closer aspect.
How about one's' own soul, and the conflict within? Is there no such
a thing as carnal reasoning getting .the better sometimes of us, in connection with the doings 'and discipline of our God with us, Are we
not oft-times filled with vain imaginations, and carnal schemeS, and high
things, which exalt themselves against "tiur God 1 It will not do. Such
self-made strong holds must be cast down, and we, if needs be, pulled
to pieces, that the' Lord may be, in our experience, supreme, "bringing
into captivity," as the Apostle says, "every thought" (mark it,
" every thought ") "to the obedience of Christ." If this is to be accomplished, can we wonder at the conflict-the stripping-the shakingthe melting and the moulding 1 Well, we shall see the necessity of
it all, if we note further that"The path of life"; it is the way which opens oui to immortality.

Immortality is a spiritual gift, received by the spiritual living, who are
seeking (as the Word says) "for glory and honour and immortality."
It is "brought to light by the Gospel," but it will not be realized, in
its full effulgence, until the resurrection, when this mortal will put on
immortality, and be swallowed up of life. This will prepare us for the
presence of Jesus, which is "far better"; or, as it may be rendered,
.. better "than all" Ah.! yes," better than alL" How beggarly does
everything earthly seem, in the brightness of that anticipation!
And this brings us to the third point of our portion, namely-
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IlL The Presence. "In Thy presence is fulness of joy, and at Thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore." "Thy presence." Ah!
our first parents "hid themselves from the presence of the Lord." Cain,
also, "went out from the presence of the Lord." J oseph's brethren
were "troubled in his presence." This is what sin does. Sin makes
us to shun God's presence; grace, to seek it. Our Sin-bearer having
cast all our sins behind His back, now we rejoice to go, in His name
and through His merit, into the presence of the Most High. But if
now by faith we cherish such a precious privilege, what will it be
when' we realize the I( fulness of joy" in the presence of our God
above ~ This, perhaps, is more completely brought out if we notice the
Prayer Book version of this expression. There it is said to be, "The
fulness of joy." The definite article the is used; which seems, to my
mind, to imply special and superior joy-nothing like it, nothing on
earth comparable to it; heavenly joy-no sorrow of any kind mixed
with it-no pain of any kind to lessen it;. unutterable joy in. the
presence of Jesus; or, as we have said, Olie rendering i~, "Thou wilt
make me joy in Thy countenance." His countenance! what will it be
to gaze upon it ~ I am often distressed at the representation one sees'
of Christ's countenance on canvas, and have oft been led to' exclaim,
"Oh, no! that is not my Christ, nor my conception of Him." No
painter can portray it, no poet describe it. It must be left. All I
know is that it will be unutterable joy to gaze on Him; methinks we
shall never, never take our eyes off Him.
Thus, dear kindred in Christ, we have meditated upon the immortal
way, and seen how, first and foremost, the Lord Jesus was shown
that pathway of immortality, and He saw no corruption, but, according
to prophecy, rose again and ascended up on high, to take His rightful
place with the Eternal :E'ather; and His fulness of joy there will be in
seeing of the travail of, His· soul and being satisfied. Then, in the
wondrous identity with Him, as His followers, we have seen,too, how
the Holy Spirit will show, and is showin~ us, ,( the pathway of life ";
and He who put us ·there will keep and preserve us there, by His
omnipotent power and ·sustaining grace.
Find it we' shall, a pathway
of warfare; even unto the end; but it is a pathway of immortality,
opening out into everlasting glory. ,0 precious Christ!
" Thou art the Life; the rending tomb
Proclaims Thy conquering arm; .
And those who put their trust in Thee,
Nor death nor hell shall harm."
And now, as in the good providence of our God, time finds us
"journeying still to the place of which the Lord said, I will give it
you," in pursuing" the pathway of life" to the "fulness. of joy,"
wants! wants! seem to crowd upon us-i.ndeed, our wants are legionhut we will name four that seem uppermost in, their pressure. We
want, self renounced.. the Saviour glo'l'ified,. the Spirit honoured, and souls
saved.
.
1. Self renounced. Oh, do we not in prayer "shrink to nothing " ~
We may well do so. Those, I believe, know little of the doctrines of
grace, who have not learned experimentally the doctrine of the Fall.
C2
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As blind Bartimreus threw away his cloak when he came to Christ, so
must we throw off-that is, disclaim, remove, and withdraw-every
degree of confidence from our own righteousness, if we would be justified
in the sight of God. A lifetime of suffering was the needed discipline
to bring Job to say and feel, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing
of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes."
"0 Lord, sink me in self, that I may
rise in Thee." But, looking all ways, out of our more private experiences, to the state of things around2. We, want the Saviour glorified. How the watchful and spiritual
obsef\;er must deplore the increase of scepticism, infidelity, and
indifferentism, in our land. Ah! increased, I believe, greatly from
the wretched divisions that are marked in so-called Christian
communities. I know it for ·a fact, that men of position are throwing
off the very appearance of religion, because of such differences. So
must the observant deplore the increase of Sabbath desecration;
increased, I believe, through the wretched ritualism that prevails, the
tending of which is to the Continental practices of going a round of
religious observances, and then giving full play to that which is fleshpleasing and carnal; such mummery followed by visits to museums
and picture galleries; and soon, if not already, in some private cases,
the Holy Communion in the morning and the cricket field in the
afternoon. How sad! How soltmn! The judgments of God must be
poured out upon our land for such God-dishonouring doings.
Germany will increase in prosperity-the result of upholding
Protestantism j England will wane-yea, is waning-on account of
her playing the harlot with the Man of Sin. "Ye cannot serve God
and Mammon."'i.<
Now, what we pray for is, that Christ may be glorified, and the Holy
Spirit honoured, and sinners saved. In the preaching and teaching we
want Power and Person-the Person of Christ, and the Power of the
Holy Ghost. We have far too much of a reading-desk nligion, of
creature discourses. We want a pulpit baptism of fire-Christ preached
as the exordium; Ohrist preached as the thesis; Christ preached as
the peroration-indeed, the Sum and Substance of all.t Then should
we get that which is rare-sinners searched, sinners softened, sinners
saved. 'Why, I am quite sure, if you were to ask the so-called priests
of many churches in our land, "Are you having many conversions at
your place 1 or, what is better, Are souls regenerated ~" they would
scarcely know what you meant. They come to church-they like the
music-they attend the Holy Communion-but, alas! "Sinners saved!"
this is all beside the point.
Then I have said, we want to see the Holy Spi1'it hon(jured. There
is no teaching comparable to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. It is
above all else. He opens out the Scriptures as no human power or
thought can do; and I must say emphatically, that the work arid
power of the Holy Ghost is, to my mind, the great need of the day.t
• Would that these weighty-but only too truthful-remarks were more duly
considered.-En.
t Yes, yes, yes !-En.
t Unquestionably.-En.
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But, alas! the Third Person in the glorious Trinity is ignored; and,
as an inevitable consequence, that which was realized by the Seven
Churche~ of Asia, is being realized by the seventy times seventy
Churches in dear old England~the Holy Spirit has leftthern. And
what is the consequence, but that they are given over to believe God.
dishonouring lies 1 Oh, be it ours, dear reader, to extol, honour,
uphold, and proclaim the work and power of the Holy Spirit.
Intellect, however brilliant, will never lead a poor sinner to Christ, or
teach the way of salvation.* He alone is "the Giver of life"; and it
is worthy of notice, as one has said, "that the figilrative language of
grace, and the analogy our Lord used to Nicodemus of 'wind,' is
closer than supposed. The wind is no mere element in motion, but
the very life-st1'eam of earth." So the Holy Spirit is the very life-stream
of spiritual life. "Except a man be born of the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God." We owe all our knowledge of divine
things to Him. He teaches, guides, enlightens, sanctifies, comforts,
witnesses, upholds; and, in fact, as we have said, our great need, in
time and for eternity, is the Holy Spirit.
" Return, 0 Holy Dove, l'eturn,
Sweet messenger of l'est;
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn,
And drove Thee from my breast."
Dear fellow-Christians, pray with us for this inestimable blessing,
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Let this be granted-this precious
promise of the Father-and I believe we should see a different state
of things to that we so lamentably deplore now. The prosperity of
a nation, a Church, a family, of a soul, hangs upon the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit. To the last moment of my life I will
honour Him. And now, dear friends, I must tell you, ere I; lay down
the pen, what I believe is wanted in the present crisis, and it is laid
upon one's heart to ask you to join in pleading for it. It is this: ,that
God would raise up a leader of Protestantism,. a man full of the H.oly
Ghost, knowing nothing of sects or parties, but who should preach Christ
fully and faithfully, relying upon the Holy Ghost to bless the Word.
We know God can work without means, but we equally know it is
often His will to work by means. Oh! let us wrestle with Him, that
He would raise up a WHITEFIELD, Kxox, or SPURGEON, or the like,
that there may be a revival of vital godliness in our midst, and Jesus
glorified in our land. We are praying for this; join us in our pleading
at the throne of grace. A witness, Lord, a faithful witness, is what
we want.
One of the things that used to encourage my poor he\l-rt was the
fact that dear Mr. SPURGEON would hold spell-bound six thousa,nd
hearers, by the simple preaching of the Gospel, accompanied by divine
power and melting. I have often put this fact before those mistaken
men who think they can only get a congregation by the "tomfoolery"
they are employing ~n their churches; and I must confess that tidings
which have reached us of the breaking up of the hallowed company
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle makes one very, very sad. May the
.. Never !-En.
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Lord :avert it.'" But I repeat, I do think our need is of the raIsmg
up by God of a marked man, a faithful witness, who shall not shun
to declare the whole counsel of God. He has done this in the different
ages of the Church's history, and I believe He will yet again.
In conclusion, I would say, with the pathway before us, and we
journeying still "to the place of which the Lord said, I will give it
you," I have a lovely little couplet to leave with you, beloved. It
has caused me to ponder, pray, and persevere. Here it is"Oh, trust in Him, whate'er betide,
His love is all-sustaining."
May the spirit of grace and love be poured out upon Editor, writers,
and readers; and may we press forward with spiritual confidence to
the heavenly home.

.Burton-()n-Trent.

G. C.

THE SECRET OF A HAPPY NEW YEAR. t
" I am the Door: by Me ij any man enter in, he shaU be sat'ea, and shall
go in and out, and find pasture."-JoKN x. 9.

Now the Old Year lies behind you,
. And you stand to-day
.On the threshold of the New Year,
With its unknown way;
Though you know not what it brings
.
you,
'
You need never fear,
H you will but learn the secret
Of a Happy Year.
It is going in to Jesus
H by sin oPllrest,
·Taking from Him all He offers,
Pardon, peace, &II,d rest ;'
Then 'tis going out and t~'nsting
Every day and hour,
Finding He who saves can keep you
By His mighty power.
.
It iil going in to Jesus
If the Year be bright,
Asking that the joys He sends you
May be used aright;
Then 'tis going out and seeking
Saddened lives to cheer,
Trying to make others happy
Through the coming yeal'.

It is going in to Jesus
If life's joys grow dint,
Taking evel'y care and sorrow
Straight awa.y to Hint ;
Then 'tis going O1tt and learning
In' His love to rest,
Knowing everything He sends you
Must'be for the best,

It is going in to Jesus
Asking you may know
How to labour in His vineya.rd
Everywhere you go;
Then 'tis gcrmg out and serving
Just where'er He will,
Sometimes working, sometimes waiting,
Sometimes lying still
Going in that He may bless you,
Proving every day
What He is to those who trust Him
All along the way;
Going out for loving service,
Keeping at His side,
You will find the New Year happy,
Whatsoe'er betide.
ETHEL W ARING.

'" At ·the time this was written a split was feared. We rejoice in more favourable
news,-G. C:
•
t William F. Mack, 70, Park Street" and 52, Park Row, Bristol. 3d. per dozen.
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CHRIST'S ONE OFFERING, AND THE PROMISE TO
BELIEVERS.
IF we wish to know and understand the real nature of sin, we must go to
the Word of God for instruction. Men have in all ages thought slightly of
it, and some have gone so far as even to deny its existence, or to
cast the fault, if any, upon the Creator Himself. The Scriptures, however, assure us that sin is no trifle, and so they depict it in its true
colour, from Genesis to Revelation. Sin is the breaking of God's holy
law, and is so heinous in His sight, that He declares that "the soul
which sinneth it shall die." As," all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God," so "death has passed upon all men." Not only the physical
death of the body, but that which is worse, the death of the soul.
Hence we see the callousness of man's heart to the truth of God, and
his love for the world and sinful pursuits. Living and dying in this
state, it would have been better that he had never been born, for he
is on the road to eV{lrlasting destruction. This awful condition of man
had been foreseen and provided for by the God of grace and love, and,
as no man could redeem his brother, or even his own soul, God, in
His everlasting covenant, sent His Son to do for His people that which
they were totally unable to do for themselves, enabling them to sing"Jesus,the spriJ;lg ofjoys divine,
,
,Whence all our hopes and COmfOl·ts flowJesus; no other name but Thine
. Oan save us'from:'etemal woe"~
'J;'hus we read in the 9th chapter of He~rews and the 28th verse,
.~ So Christ was once offered· to bear the sins of many; and unto them
t~at look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto
salvation."
The offering of our Lord Jesus Christ is despised by some as
unnecessary, and by others as unjust: the sacrifice, by the one elas!',_
as too great; and, by the other class, as unfair. to punish the inp,ocent
£<;>1' the sake of ~he guilty. With these persons, .whatever God does,.is
wrong, because, .. The carnal mind is .enmity against God: for it is; not,
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." A false view of man's sin
and its awful consequences produces the fault-finding of God's revealed
truth. How touching are the Lord's words, "0 Israel, thou hast
destroyed thyself, but in Me is thine help." The promise was given
in Paradise, when sin was shutting our first parent!! out of its peaceful
dwelling, "The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head."
And, in the fulness' of time, "God sent forth His Son, made of a'woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law." Thus
"He died the just for the unjust, to bring us to God." Nothing but
absolute necessity would have· brought about that sad event. And
where, brethren, can we see sin in such a clear light as we see it at
the cross .of Jesus Christ ~ There is" God's vivid picture of the climax:
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of sin! It says, "See what sin has done." It is true that we sometimes see the awful effects of sin in the person of a great sinner, who has
brought down the anger of God and man, so that he undergoes the
severe penalty of death; but then we say, "Yes, he deserves it, for he
has been a grea~ transgressor." But at the cross all this is reversed; for
it is the innocent, the undefiled, the Lamb of God; and it is not only
for what we consider to be great sins tha.t the Saviour bleeds and
dies, but for all the sins of His people in the whole world. He
offered Himself in obedience, doing His Father's will, and fulfilling
the law to the uttermost, and thus magnifying God's holy commands.
Thus every believer can sing"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my' glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
Yes, for He was once offered to bear the sins of many; and we may
know whether we are included in the many, if we have been made
willing in the day of His power, and so can sing"The Gospel of Thy grace
My stubborn heart hath won,
For ·God so loved the world,
. He gave His only Son,
That whosoever will believe
Shall everlasting life receive."

It is God's only remedy for His sinful people all the world over, for
there is nQ other name given among men but the name of Jesus.
This offering of the Lord Jesus Christ was the most awful tragedy
in this wicked world. It is a fact which we, as the children of God,
should never forget. It is not sufficient to think of it once a year, on
what is called Good Friday, but it should be remembered by us daily.
What marvellous, pathetic words are those, "Who Himself bare our sins
in His own body on the tree"! "Yes, my sin," we each should say.
"Yes, my !lin was the hammer that drove in the nails to that sensitive
and pure flesh. It was my sin that placed the crown of thorns on
my Saviour's brow.' It was my sin that was the whip which scourged
His holy back. It was my sin for which He was blindfolded, spit
upon, buffeted, mocked, and delivered over unto death. Yes, it was
my sin that caused Him to sweat great drops of blood, and to cry out,
'My God! My God! why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ ' "
" We cannot understand the woe
Thy love was pleased to bear;
o Lamb of God! we only know
That all our hopes are there."
Oh for the love of Christ! the possession of which will assuredly
make us hate sin, "perfecting holiness in ~he fear of the Lord " ; while
every. other so-called remedy will surely fail. The death of our dear'
ones cuts, as it were, a string which binds us to the earth, and many
a man has been drawn to God and heaven by his child or companion
being taken away. How much more should the death of Christ, who
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was once offered to bear the sin of many, enable us to die unto sin,
and to live unto righteousness, and, being risen with Christ.. to seek
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand
of God.
"Thy love, Thou precious Lord,
My joy and strength shall be,
Till Thou shalt speak the gladdening word,
That bids me rise to Thee."
c,

Our text tells us of another appearance of our Lord and Saviour.
"To them that look for Him shall He apllear the second time without
sin unto salvation." The second coming of our Lord is the greatest
event to come. It is the climax of the world's history-the fulfilment
of prophecy and salvation-the putting of things to rights, which only
the Master can do-the day when we shall discern between the
righteous and the wicked, who now' grow together as wheat and
tares, and when God will vindicate His righteous ways, and when
" every mouth shall be stopped, and all the world become guilty before
God." All these will be accomplished by our Lord at His second
coming; so wondrously different to His first coming, when He came
as a servant, laying aside His majesty, and becoming poor that His
people might be made rich. No more a sacrifice to be offered up. No
more to bear the load of our sins. No more to be persecuted by evil
men.
No more to hunger and thirst, or the want of anything.
Poverty will be replaced by eternal fulness, degradation by eternal
majesty and glory. Once He came to save, but, at His second coming,
He will come as a Judge and a King, in the glory of His Father,
with all the holy angels. Never before was there such a sight. There
have been pageants of royalty which have astonished the eyes of men,
but this will, excel them all, as the beauties of heaven surpass the
things of time and sense.
"The Lord of love, the Lord of might,
The King of 'all creation,
Shall back return to claim His right,
On clouds of glory seated."
Notice the promise to the believers, qescribed in the text as, "To them
that look for Him, He shall appear without sin unto salvation." This
is one of the great contrasts between the righteous and the wicked. The
one looks for Christ's coming, and the other dislikes and dreads the
very thought. There is nothing that the believer .looks forward to
with so much hope and satisfaction as his Lord's second coming, for
is He not his best Friend 1 Y es,for He so loved him as to give
Himself for him! Can we conceive for one moment anyone risking
his life for another's safety and happiness, and yet that one not loving
his deliverer, and delighting in the thought of one day seeing and
meeting him 1 It is contrary to all experience. How much more shall
Dot those who have been saved from everlasting destruction by the
Lord Jesus Christ, look forward, as the consummation of their joy and
expe,ctation, to the period of His appearing!
"Yes, faith, victorious o'er the tomb,
Shall sing for joy_U The Lord is come!"
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This appearance will be not only without sin, but without sin unto
salvation.' The salvation of the Lord's people will be complete, and
body, soul, and spirit shall be for ever with the Lord,
" And not a wave of trouble roll
Across their peaceful breasts."
The Apostle John writes, "Now are we the son3 of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." Then
shall we know what perfection is, when this mortal shall put on
immortality, and we change the image of the earthly for that of the
heavenly.
cc One view of Jesus as He is
Will strike all· sin forever dead.
Oh, what a blessed state !What glorious company! A multitude, of
God's elect that no man can number. Yes, the ransomed of the' Lord
come to the heavenly Zion, "with 'songs and ,everlasting joy Upon
their heads, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."
Poor tried, weeping pilgrims, "Lift up your heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh"! when you shall realize the fulfilment of the promise,
"They that, sow in tears, shall reap in joy." Amen.
E. W.
DIVIN'E FAITHFULNESS.
ON the 1st of May, 1892, we read at our morning worship that wellknown prayer of David: "Oast me not off in the time of old age;
forsake me not when my strength faileth" (Psalm lxxi. 9).
Soon after, while musing over these words, which seemed to have
taken root in my heart, my thoughts turned to that most precious
promise in Isaiah xlvi. 4, "Even to hoar hairs will, I carry you; I have
made, and I will..bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you." These
words were spoken by the Lord God of Israel; and I took them as a
most blessed answer to David's prayer, which had now become mine.
" Now, I appeal to every true Ohristian man or woman, does. not
this prayer often suit you well, as the solemn fact forces itself upon
your attention, that your day of life is closing; that the trifles of time
are vanishing away, and that you must sQ0J,l stand face to, face with
the realities of eternity 1
Let us look a little closely into this most solemn subject. First"
would it be like Him to cast off one of His own, poor wandering
sheep, for whose salvation He gave His beloved Son; who poured out
His soul unto death to save them; and openly declared, "They shall
never perish" 1 Did He not know from everlasting every sin which
they would commit ~ and would He have paid such a price as He did
for their redemption, had He foreseen that one of the number would
be left to fall from His hand, and perish for ever '1 No, no! He
cannot deny Himself-" They shall never perish." "Perfectly true,"
says the self-confident free-wilier; "that is, if I am faithful." Poor
man! don't rest for a moment upon such a sandy foundation as that.
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I have been there myself; and, but for the restoring mercy of God, I
should have been now in the burning gulf of eternal despair. I have
no confidence in the flesh. His faithfulness to me keeps me faithful to
Him. The Word of the living God is sufficient, however, to settle the
point for ever. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in Heaven for yOIl, who are kept [by your own faithfulness 1
No 1] by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 5). Now this inheritance is
" reserved" for certain individuals; who themselves are" kept" for the
inheritance.
Let us for a moment suppose that one of the Lord's dear children
has missed his way, and is lost for ever. Imagine, if you can, a name
blotted out in the archives of Heaven. Perish the blasphemous thought!
An empty place there! How such an awful blank would eternally mar
the felicity of that bright abode! What a gloom it would cast over
the glorified saints of God before the throne! while the angelic hosts
-.
would hang their heads in wonder and dismay.
.But mark the words of our dear Lord Himself: "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out." "In no wise,"-a short but most comprehensive
sentence indeed, which leaves Satan himself without a single atom
of hope for their destruction. And, if this be not sufficient, read the
following: "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest,O Lord, and
teachest him out of Thy law;' that' Thou mayest give him rest from
the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked. For
the Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake -his illherit~
ance" (Psalm xciv. 12-14). "Let God be true, but every man a liar."
Many a poor trembling saint of God, oll,reading the foregoing
remarks, mi~ht say, "Yes, I believe -this is a11true, but the solemn
question still remains unsettled, Am I indeed one of the Lord'6
redeemed people ~ " l' should like to - have a few- plain words with
you; and, God helping me, I will endeavour to get as close as possible
to your conscience and your heart. I have no doubt you remember
the tim~ when the pursuits and - pleasures of, this poor life engaged
all- your affections. You loved them dearly; and if the-thought ever
crossed your mind that this world's delights would not continue for ever,_
you endeavoured to force the terrible fact out of your sight by seeking
fresh- enjoyments; or, it may be, by drinking deeper draughts of sin
and folly. But they did not make you happy. Pleasures left you
dissatisfied, and craving for more; while sinful indulgences planted a
sting in your heart which rankles th-ere still. ,
. But a change was at hand. Perhaps you were prostrated by a
dangerous illness; or the sudden death of a relative roused you from
your dream of earthly happiness. The scales seemed to fall from your eyes,
and -you saw vanity and worthlessness _written upon everything under
tbe sun. Y;ou looked forward, and saw ilo boundless eternity before
you-an eternity of bliss or irre.mediable woe. You looked back, and
the lashes of an awakened conscience appalled you,. Day after day,

I

'I

I

28

The GospellrIagazz"ne.

and night after night, your terrors increased; until you envied the
very beasts of the field.
But another change was to come. One evening-never to be forgotten-you were turning over the leaves of your father's good, oldversion Bible, when you came upon a few words uttered by the
Friend of sinners Himself, which revealed to your burdened so,ul the
blessed truth that He alone is the Author and the Giver of eternal
life and salvation to every, hungry, thirsting, contrite sinner; who
feels his utterly lost condition, and longs for deliverance. For a
moment you felt bewildered, and wondered what had come over you.
And can you ever forget how softly, ho;v sweetly, these immortal
words were again dropped into your heart, "Come unto Mt', all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" ~
How did this change come about ~ Satan bas often told you it was
all a delusion; and you partly believed him. But, deep down in that
troubled beart of yours, the hope still slumbers that the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will not "Cast you off in the time of old
age; nor forsake you when your strength faileth"; but that" Your eyes
shall see the King in His beauty, and behold the land that is very
far oft·."
"Blessed are all they that wait for Him!" " Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
ScarboTough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
THE MINISTER'S JOY IN THE' SAI.VATION OF HIS
HEARERS.
" Knowing, 'brethren belo'Ved, yOU?' election of God. For our Gospel came net
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance."-ITHESSALONIANS i. 4, 5.
NOTICE, concerning these Thessalonian ChristiansI. What they were by nature.-l. People who bad turned away from
God. 2.. Had worshipped idols instead of God (verse 9). 3. By nature
children of wrath, even as others.
H. What they became by grace.-l. Subjects of saving power. 2. The
Gospel reached them not' in word only. 3. It came in the power of
the Spirit, attended by, first, affliction, then joy. 4. They had much
assurance of the change. 5. They turned to God from idols. 6. Were
delivered from the wrath to come. 7. Became imitators (P.lP.T/Ta<) of the
Lord and the Apostles. 8. Examples even to all believers (verse 7).
9. Were good and patient workers (verse 3). 10. All these things
proved their election of God. 11. That election the result of love.
Ill. What they looked for henafter.-l. They waited for the Son of God
from heaven (verse 10). 2. Spiritually changed, they looked for bodily
transformation, including reunion, recognition, complete glorification
(chap. iv. 13.18).
, Application.-See what the power of God did for these believers! See
what they did when endued with power! Let us pray to be thus endued
with the, same power; th~n, carried along by this power, how much
may we do!
Emmanuel, Bristol.
R. CORNALL.
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UNPUBLISHED LETTER BY THE LATE MRS. HENNAH.
Torquay, September 5th, 1879.
My· DEAR F1lIEND,-l trust by this time the cloud has passed away,
and that., like Aaron of old, the Lord has taught you to hold your
peace. I feel that He has brought you to a blessed point-that is, to
justify Himself, and to know that He is righteous in all He does, and
does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men, unless it be
with the ultimate design of glorifying Himself in the waters of tribulation, in the cup of sorrow, and in the fires of persecu.tion they have
to experiencE'. "What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter," is the only word that seems to quiet the soul in
those deep seasons of sorrow and spiritual bewilderment, which these
painful dispensations occasion. "Be still, and know that I am God";
here we must rest, for His ways are past finding out. The little
blighting worm to smite the gourd is prepared by God, but, when the
vehement east wind of death and separation beats on our poor heads,
and wrings our poor earthly hearts, then, like J onah, away goes the
sight and sense of all former mercies, we faint, and, like the Prophet,
say, "It is better to die than to live." I would affectionately say,
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord." I know He is the only Refuge in
every time of need, omnipotent to help in every time of trouble, and
will prove that "though no chastening be joyous for the present, but
grievous," the "nevertheless" comes in. "Afterward it shall yield the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them that are exercised thereby."
" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform,"
and did I not believe it to be His prerogative to bring good out of evil,
I should he overwhelmed; but I find a counterpart for all trials 'in the
Word of God. He brought all His dear saints of old home safe t()
glory, supported them all the way, sanctified with His dear presence
all their bitter sorrows, and He will do the same for you and me!
"Fear not, be of good courage, and He will strengthen your heart! "
The Judge of all the earth will do right; give up the circumstance of
your late painful note into the Lord's hands and all shall be well!
Oh, that I were enabled to do likewise. I must, however, close.
With much Christian sympathy,
Believe me, yours very affectionately in the .Gospel,
To Mrs. Scott.
ANN HENNAH.
SALVATION.-We see that salvation consists of three parts-salvation
past, salvation present, and salvation future. Salvation past consists
in having our names written in the Lamb's book of life before the
foundation of the world. Salvation present consists in the manifestation of Jesus to the soul, whereby He betroths it to Himself. Salvation future consists in the eternal enjoyment of Christ, when the elect
shall sit down to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and be for ever
with the Lord.-J. O. Philpot.
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A SEVENTEENTH LETTER TO A VERY OLD FRIEND.
Southsea, Sunday Morning, Novembe1' 6th, 1892.
My DEAR OLD FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-However strongly
I may have long felt upon the subject of personal application of the
Sacred Word, it appears to me I have been more than ever confirmed
in my views upon it. From time to time I have dwelt much upon
the fact, that, if the Lord is pleased to give'very marked proof and
evidence of His adopting love and mercy, it is the sure prelude to
their test and severe discipline. I have contended that the Lord never
wastes nor fritters away His gifts. Moreover, He well knows the
liability of their being substituted for Himself. The gift is, ere the
receiver is aware, put in the place of the Give?'! How often has this
been seen in human life, when the child's attention, for the time being,
has been wholly drawn from welcoming and caressing the parent, upon
his or' her return, while absorbed in admiration of the gift of which
the parent had been the bearer. A little jealousy has, in consequence,
temporarily sprung up in the parent's heart upon these grounds. They
have almost regretted the purchase of the. gift, through lacking the
warmth and love and tenderness they had anticipated their return
would draw from the child. Now the Lord well knows all this, in
regard to the conduct and bearing of His children, and He wisely
and lovingly deals accordingly.'
. ,Ah! dear brother, have' we not known what it was not only to per.ceive, upon the part of others, but in very deed to feel in ourselves,
this (shall I say) idolizing the gift, in at least a measure of forgetfulness of the Giver? The timely promise, the marked interposition of His
hand, the so gracious and, timely deliverance, have, for the time being,
been dwelt upon.;' but, alas! ere we were aware, a coolness took the
place of the warmth-a dimness has come over the sight-darkness and gloom' have,' intercepted the light! Ab! what does it all
mean 1 Had,the previous condition been delusive 1 No, but we had failed
'to perceive how self was intruding; how the creature was raising its
head; and how pride, ,and that in regard to the so merciful, gracious, and
unmerited gift, was gaining the mastery. There was, at the same time,
unperceived as it may have been, a looking down upon-a measure of
inward reproach-with respect to the poor weak, timid, doubting, fearing
one hard by. Why did not such an one receive 1 Why not believe 1
Why not share in the recent personal gift and bestowment, as far at
least as sympathy and brotherly interest were concerned 1
Ah! brother, do not after-experiences prove how much need there
was for the humbling-the stripping-the reducing ordeal to which
the previous gladsome. and rejoicing one was afterwards subjected 1
-But I was ,about to. tell you how my impressions had of late been
confirmed, in; regard to the very marked, blessed, and most conclusive
application of this, or that so special and precious word.
r think I ,have elsewhere spoken of the fact, that, some wee~s
since, I was deep!y impressed, during the night-watches, by t.he sudden
and most unexpected application of that precious word, "Behold, I
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am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest,
and will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken
to ,thee of." This was at once followed. by, "He shall dwell on high;
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks; bread shall be
given him, his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the King in
His beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far off." This,
again, was at onco followed by, "Behold, for peace I had great bitterness:
but Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the ,pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back." Thus were
these sweet words clustered and grouped together. I was quite at a
loss to understand the meaning and intention of such a remarkable
application. It was not simply the one passage, but the many, that
perplexed. When it spake of seeing the Kin~ in His beauty, I mentally
asked, "Does it imply I am about to be called home ~" Then, again,
the promise of "not leaving till He had done what He had spoken to
me of," appeared to point to a still waiting and detaining-time. Hence
the application greatly perplexed me; and indeed, dear brother, it has
been the source of intense solicitude and deep conflict since. How
much cross-questioning has it since produced, more, especially in the
night-seasons, when for most part it is not merely literally, but mentally
and spiritually dark with me. Ardent and importunate are the
wrestlings and the contentions and importunities at the' mercy-seat.' The
"Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth," is the so constant cry. The
"Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me"; the "Be not silent
to me: lest, if Thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down
into, the pit." These are among the aspirations and the appeals at
the footstool of mercy;
But, dear brother, I was about to tell you that, in addition to the
sweet ,application of which I have just spoken, upon a subsequent night,
after intense importunity, with "strong crying and tears," in which the
Lord, seemed so to stand aloof, and, as in the days of His flesh, to
"answer not a word," upon the first· waking thoughts in the morning,
came so sweetly and unexpectedly, "Whom having not seen ye love;
in whom,though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable, and full of glory." .oh, it was very swp,et-very
precious; and there was the immediate-the instantaneous-response,
",Lord, Thou knowest ,all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee." ,
But, as I have already stated, these sweet and so gracious applications
led but to the severer and keener after-test-so much so that I can
by no means express what I have felt since; and this, for most part, ill
a physical and bodily point of view-such prostration, such a faint, low,
depressed-feeling; such a total inability to encounter past SJenes. Oh,
how I have felt the mercy that I had not past engagements to fulfil,
feeling such a total inability or unfitness for any such labour. A
little walking or a little talking completely prostrate ,me, so that I am
astonished at myself, and I am amazed as I look back and consider
the past.
Again, since the last·named application, I had renewed seasons of
midnight conflict and ardent wrestling. AKain, the Lord seemed to
stand aloof. No, not a word would He vouchsafe. The" Speak, Lord."
seemed to be to no purpose; but, in the morning-yes, in the morning
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--oh, dear brother, how it causes me to look for the "morning without clouds" -how I long for that precious, that auspicious, that glorious
"morning without clouds" I-well, in the morning came the words, and
that so unlooked-for-so unthought-of-but, oh, not the less precious,
nor the less sweet and welcome! "Fear not, little flock; it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Oh, it l\'as so suitable, so timely, so blessedly appropriate. But, ah! dear friend, here
comes the question, here the point which led to my taking up the pen
at this time. Immediately after follows the test, the blank, the void.
The "death upon the promise" in very deed, the weakness, the prostration, the intense inability, the recoiling from any creature effort-the
so total absence of power.
And, if I, dear brother, feel this, in my present position, when people
tell me how well I look, and appear equal to this or that labour or
service, what must you feel in your present and long-continued utter
helplessness and prostration ~ Oh, how the contrast rebukes me. What
cause do I see for intense gratit.ude and thankfulness.
Ab.! dear brother, what will it be by-and-bye, when we are finally
and for ever delivered from the burden of the flesh 1 What will it
be when we reach home 1 what, when we indeed shall see the King
in His beauty, and behold the land that for most part seems so very
far off 1 I was thinking this morning of some of the last words of my
first dear wife, "Come, Lord .Jesus, take me to Thyself; I long to see
Thee as Thou art in Thy glory."
On Friday, was the forty-sixth anniversary of my first leaving Perry
Vale, Sydenham, for Ireland. On the Sunday week following I opened
my ministrations with, "Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people!" Ten months afterwards, I commenced
my ministry at Bonmahon with a verse from the first lesson for the
day, "And thou shalt speak My words unto them, whether they will
hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious" (Ezek.
ii. 7). Yesterday, I received a letter from one of my oldest parishioners
at Bedminster. She quoted a message from a sist..lr in a far-distant
land. It was with her grateful remembrance of my first text and
sermon at St. Luke's temporary Church, on Sunday, the 1st of May,
1.859, "In this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts."
Oh, blessed be His· great and ever-adorable Name, for all His goodness, His loving-kindness, His tender mercy, His boundless compassion,
His marvellous bounty, and His never-failing faithfulness, forbearance,
and goodness. He often says to me, "Have I been a wilderness or
a land of darkness ~" My instant reply is, " N p.ver! Never!" He
says, "When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes.
lacked ye anything t " My cry in response is, ' Nothing! nothing l
Lord."
" Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest though t;
But, when I Bee Thee aB Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought!'
Farewell, dear brother.

J. H.

BOOBBYER, ESQ.

Ever affec:ionately yours in Him,

D. A.

DOUDNEY.

...
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LETTERS BY THE LATE MR, WARBURTON,

...;

No. 8.-'1'0 MR. EDWARD DENSHAM.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I have sat down with the intention of redeeming
my promise, having returned home in safety from Old Hill, to which
I went on Monday, ~3rd November.
I have said" redeeming my promise" ; what a word redemption is, when
it refers to that glorious ransom of the Saviour, in order to liberate His
people from the curse of the law! He gave Himself-a goodly, full,
blessed, adequate price. To this blessed doctrine you do, I know,
heartily consent. What you want is to join in sweet confidence with
the Church in her song of praise, "Thou wast slain, arid hast redeemed
us to God.by Thy blood." It is the" us" you want to feel, having the
witness within that you are one ofthem. "Ah!" say you, IJ+Y friend, " that
is it; just what I want." Now, I have a firmer conviction that you are
one of them-in fact, I feel sure of it. You will say, "That by no means
satisfies me." If it did, instead of being for you, it would tell against
you. But there are signs as well as positives, and if the signification
be true, the thing will surely follow (1 Sam. x. 7). Let us consider
this thing: look within; see if you have this sign-to regard all things
below God as poor, mean, contemptible, in point of trust or dependence
(Psalm lxxiii. 25). The Apostle confirms this, "I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iii 8).
You dare not deny this; it would lie against your right. Assurance
will follow. Be of good cheer; press on; still seek; press on, the prize
is before thee. Once more, look within and see if you have thoughts
of God; they are a sign (Mal. iii 16, 17). If you travel, or in your
ordinary course, and about whatever you may be, your thoughts are
running upon God, sure sign of redemption. The vision will come; wait
for it. Then, come, let us set up another sign, or, rather, look to that
which is set up. You are following on to know the Lord (Hosea vi. 3)
in the path of tribulation; to hold on in· the way strewn with thorns,
briars, and discouragements, proves God is with that soul (Isaiah xliii.
2), and is a sign of redemption (Zech. Hi. 1-6).
If you are not weary, we will search out the matter still more.
Examine and see, for I m,ust still ask you to look within. There is a
principle in you that sets up God above your goods, relations, or life
itself (Rev. xii. 11). Now, these things be in you. You were not born
with them; God put them in you; ~herefore, there is "some good thing
in you towards the Lord God of Israel" (1 Kings xiv. 13). Wherefore,
seeing you are compassed about with ,such a nice cloud of witnesses,
faithful and true, gird up the loins of thy mind, run with patience the race
of hope, and, for thy encouragement, bear in mind, "the race is not to
the swift, nor the battle to the strong." "The last shall be first." The
Word of God holds out every encouragement to the poor lost, miserable,
guilty, grace-seeking souls; it assures them every provision is made for
them. If we would have Christ, we must part from everything else. He
is the All. The Christian is brought to see an end of all human perfection,
riches, honour, sec'urity, on earth. This is their loss; by this loss they
gain infinite, boundless wealth, riches, and honour in Jesus Christ.
D
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Come, my friend, look over what I have said as your title deeds to
the inheritance of grace, one that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for thee. Do you say, "I want the earnest 1 " "You have had that; it
shines out in your love to the truth and the Lord's people (1 John iii.
14). You are no more a stranger and foreigner, but fellow-citizen
with the saints, and of the household of God," therefore expect the
portion of an heir of grace, which is to endure afllictions, bear the
cross, be patient in tribulation, bear chastisement, to count it all joy
when tribulation abounds. It is to approve yourself in much patience
in afflictions, in necessities; then to "reckon all your sutferings of this
present time not worthy to be compared with that eternal weight of
glory which should be revealed in you." You of yourself are not sufficient
for this. Therefore I commit and commend you to the grace of God,
which will work in you, both to will and to do.
God bless thee, my brother, together with household.
Yours in love,
Biggleswade, November 27th, 1891.
JOHN WARBURTON.
CALLED AWAY.

To

THE REV.

J.

ORMISTON.

" Come apart into a desert place, and rest awhile."-MARK vi. 31.

CA.LLED away from labour
Hard but loved and blest,
By the Master's mandate,
" Come apart and rest."

Drawn from dear ones' converse,
That thou may'st enjoy
Holy, sweet communion
With the Master High.

Taken fl'om the city,
From the noise and press,
To the lonely quiet
Of the wilderness.

Called away from labour,
That thy heart may gain
Deeper, clearer knowledge
Of the Lamb once slain;

Led from loving kindred,
That thou may'st recline
On the sacred bosom
Of the Friend Divine..

That thou may'st be fitted
For some new employ,
For fresh earthly duties.
01' Heaven's service high.
IsA..

EMMA.NUEL, BRISTOL.
"LIVE SOBERLY, RIGHTEOUSLY, AND GODLY."
(TlTus ii. 11, 12.)
"THE gl'ace of God, which brings salvation," teaches us how to live1. ," Soberly" as to ourselves (Eph. iv. 1).
2. "Right<lously" as to others (Rom. xii. 17).
3. "Godly" as to the Lord (Reb. xii. 28).
These three cardinal virtues are closely connected with two Epiphanies
-grltce and glory. See verses 11 and: 13; Psalm lxxxiv. 11.
R. CORNA.LL, M,A" Vicar.

.-
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A FEW PLAIN AND LOVING WORDS TO THE OOOUPANTS
OF THE PRINTERS' ALMSHOUSES.-X.
"Now when the Phm'isee which had bidd~n Him saw it, he spake within
himself, saying, This. Man, if He weTe a prophet, would have known who
and what manneT of woman this is that toucheth Him: fuT she is a sinner."

-LuK'" vii.' 39.
WE again, dear friends, take up the subject from which I branched off,
upon a previous occasion, in my anxiety to lay before you the pressing
claims of that best of books, the Bible! Let us now, therefore, return
.to a consideration of the character and conduct of Simon the Pharisee.
One tbing strikes me, in rei!:ard to him, and tbat is, how diverted he
was from himself in his thoughts of another. This is a very good and
desirable feature, if we forget ourselves in a desire to aid and help otheTs.
This, howtver, was not the case with Simon the Pharisee. His thoughts
and ideas were of a very different kind. He is so satisfied with himself, his conduct, and surroundings, that (Pharisee-like) he sees no need
for giving any thought or consideration to either one or the other. His
mind is wholly absorbed about Jesus and His treatment of the woman
-by no means, however, of admiration or approval. Mark the terms
in which he mentally speaks of Jesus: "If this man were a prophet;
if He were the Person He pretends to be, or allows others to think of
Him, He would not be either so ignorant or indifferent. He would
shun such a character. He would not suffer such a woman-so
degraded, so sinful, so bad-to approach Him. There must be a something wrong in Him. He cannot be what He is supposed or represented
to be-to allow such a creature near Him. I am sorry I asked Him
to my house. It's a degradation. It's an insult to the friends I've
invited. I'm at a loss to know what t,hey will think of me for allowing
such an intruder. I had not a thought of so vile a woman venturing
thus to come into my housl', and yet I know not, under the circumstances, how to put her out. The man must be aware (If all that is
going on, and yet makes no attempt either to rebuke or resist. Strange
---'very strange-are the whole proceedings."
Whilst the Pharisee thus muses and inwardly remonstrates, Jesus (as
the mighty God, "knowing what was in man, ") suddenly addresses
Himself to Simon. Although, as. yet, perfectly l;lilent as to matters and
to all that had taken place, He, nevertheless, well knew all that was
working in the Pharis@e's mind. Hence, saluting him-yea, of a
sudden breaking in upon his reverie-He says, "Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee." Little suspecting what was in store for him,
and fully satisfied with himself, and proud, rather than otherwise,
of his course of life, and all his sayings and doings, in the most selfsufficient and self-contented way, he exclaimed, "Master, say on." As
for cause for reproach, or being found fault with by one of the guests
he was entertaining, it w:as about the last thing in his thoughts. This
goes to prove the deceitful character of the human heart, and (fallen
creature as he is) how ignorant 'man is of himself, until the Holy
Ghost (who alone can make the discovery) is pleased to open his eyes
to see himself in his true light, and so to affect his heart as to proD
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strate him before Him, who says, "To that man will I look, and with
him will I dwell, who is humble and of a contrite spirit; and who
trembleth at My word."
Mark, dear friends, it is God's own work, and His own divine prerogative, to convince of sin, and to bring down the lofty looks of the
creature, who, by nature, is proud, self-sufficient, and says, "Who is the
Lord, that I should obey Him 1" "I will not have this Man to reign
over me." This is the language of every son and daughter of Adam,
our fallen head. Such, as a matter of course, "go astray from the
womb, speaking lies."
Having, then, caught the ear of Simon, and so far arrested his attention, Jesus says, "There was a certain creditor which had two debtors:
the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when th!'y
had nothing to pay [that is, nothing to pay with-they were insolvent!
bankrupt!J he frankly forgave them both. Tell Me therefore, which
of them will love him most 1"
Doubtless, in his self-complacency, Simon thought, "I wonder what
this Man is driving at 1 What can He mean by this strange talk of
His 1 What have these debtors to say to me? I am not in debt; I
owe no man anything. I take good care of that." Still, it wouldn't
do for him to be careless and indifferent, and say nothing, therefore, in
a kind of off-hand way, he says, by way of reply to what Jesus had
stated, "I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most." After all, it
was but a very cold and heartless supposition. It wanted feeling.
There was no interest in it. The Pharisee was so thoroughly satisfied
with himself as not to dream for a moment it had any practical bearing upon himself or his conduct. As for being called to account or
reproached-and that by one of his guests-it was about the last
thing in the world he would have thollght of. In reply, however,
Jesus said unto him, "Thou hast rightly judged."
Then comes the rebuke, and how great a rebuke, too. Enough (had
it been so intended) to tear aside the tinsel covering in which Simon's
proud and pharasaic heart had been enwrapped. "And He said unto
him, thou hast rightly judged. And He turned to the woman." He
appeared to have taken no notice of her before. Both her person, as
well as her tears and her acts, it would have seemed, had made no
impression, much less to have called forth His tenderest sympathy and
loving compassion. "Seest thou this woman 1" As much as to say,
"If you have not seen her, I have. 1£ you have been indifferent to
her bearing and her conduct, I have not. If her tears have made no
impression upon you, they have upon Me."
"I entered into thine house, thou gavest Me no water for My feet."
With all your pretence and show you lacked even this common civility
and attention. Your welcome was but half-hearted. It was more pretence than real. It was assumed rather than genuine. "But she has
washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her
head." What could she have done more 1 In what plainer way could
she have shown the sorrow of her soul and the love of her heart ~
"Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman," depraved and degradeda mere outcast, as you may consider her-" since the time I came in
hath not ceased to kiss My feet." What- fuller proof could she have
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given of the nature of her affection-the sinceritv of her love-her
regard for my Person ~ "My head with oil thou didst not anoint;
but this woman hath anointed (even my) feet with ointment."
.Mark, dear frie,nds, how the every act and the every movement of
thIS poor woman had been observed-aye, and accepted, too-by Jesus,
although for the time being she was quite unconscious of the fact.
How lit.tle was she aware of how Jesus was, at the time, and under
the circumstances, taking the utmost notice, and giving the greatest
possible heed, to both her position and her services.
Oh, how well may these facts-for great and glorious facts they arecheer and encourage the every seeker after Jesus, the every waiter
upon Jesus, the each and every soul whose heart-cry is with those of
old, "Sirs, we would see Jesus!" Be it theirs ever to remember what
had been foretold and foreshown of Him, ages before He came upon
His great and glorious mission, "He will not break the bruised reed,
nor quench the smoking flax, but will bring forth judgment unto
victory." Not a sigh escapes His ear; not a groan but vibrates in His
heart; not a tear is overlooked; not a plea is unheeded; although for
the time being He appears to give no heed, or even when He seems
to repulse, as when He tested the faith of the poor woman to whom He
said, in the days of His flesh, "It is not meet to take the children's
bread, and cast it unto dogs." All this is His peculiar way of testing
and trying the grace He gives. It is no denial upon His part, but
only a delay;" it is no actual driving away, but, in reality, a dmwing
unto, in His own special, God-like way.
But, now mark, dear friends, the climax-the blessed consummation
-as far as the poor woman was concerned. See both the result and
the reward of her Christ-seeking and her lowly but heartfelt services.
"Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven;
for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth
little. And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven" (ver. 47, 48).
We read, moreover, that, "They that sat at meat with Him began
to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also 1"
Hence you see that not only Simon, but those whom he had invited
as guests, were ignorant both of the Person and the power of Jesus.
In the- exercise of His great love and mercy, He had revealed the
wondrous secret of Who He was, Whence He came, and for what
purpose, to the poor .sinner that followed Him to Simon's house, and
crouched at His blessed feet, whilst both the Pharisee and his friends
remained in nature's darkness, enmity, and virtual heathenism. Thus
we at once see the divine purpose and sovereign will of the Great
Jehovah, who, "rules in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, and to whom none dare say, What doest Thou ~ "
That such revelation had been made to the poor street simier is
clear, from all the facts detailed in the account thus left upon record
in regard to her. It was a knowledge of her condition as a sinner;
it was her betaking herself to Jesus, as such; it was her whole bearing as she crQuched at His feet behind Him, proved beyond all scruple
or doubt, that she recognized Him as the Saviour of poor sinners
such as herself. Hence her knowledge surpassed that of all those by
whom she was surrounded.

38

The Gospel Magazine.

But there is a point, my dear friends, to which I willh most earnestly
and affectionately to call your special attention. I do so, because it
stands so directly opposed to the practices and the hapless and unscriptural counsel and advice of, alas! but too many professed teachers
of these days. Such exhort and urge the be~aking of their poor erring
fellow-sinners to men-to ministers-to so-called priests, to confess their
sins, enumerate their transgressiom, in order to receive absolution and
forgiveness at their hands. A greater delusion, and a more fatal course
was never devised. It had its origin in the bottomless pit, and is one
of the crafty and fatal stratagems of the prince of darkness. I need
not remind you, that the practice of the so-called confessional is
lamentably spreading through the length and breadth of this eo long
and highly-favoured land. Well do I remember the remark of one
of these entrapped and deceived attendants at the confessional. " It
makes me more careful of my words and actions," said she, "because
I shall have to repeat them when I go to confess." Thus she cared
more for man-her poor fellow-sinner-than for God. Thus, in her
thoughts about her fellow-creature, she felt more anxious and cLlncerned,
than the fact that the great God knoweth even the very thoughts and
intents of the heart, that there is nothing hidden from His all-seeing
eye. She heeded not those four short but solemn words, "THOU GOD
SEEST ME."
Equally ignorant or regardless was she of that awful
declaration, "For we must all appear before the j udgm ~nt seat of
Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Oor.
v. 10).
. But, without directing your attention to other cases, I purposely
confine myself to the one under consideration. Was there any such
course or restriction imposed upon this poor woman 1 Not to ask,
Did she confess her sin to man 1 Did she attempt to recall-to ferret
up-to repeat and to detail the catalogue of her crimes, the list of her
enormities, and the black summing up of her transgressions, even to
Jesus? By no means. Man was left out of the question in the whole
matter; and her entire bearing-the whole course of her conductvirtually bespoke-without word of mouth or lip-detail-her inward
heartfelt, thorough sense of personal iniquity, actual transgression, and
positive depravity. She knew that Jesns was the Great Searcher of
hearts and Trier of the reins of the children of men. She was deeply
conscious that to Him all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from Him no secrets are hid. Hence, under that felt consciousness
of guilt and sense of personal sin and transgression which the Holy
Ghost alone can give, she fled to J csus-she b~took herself to Him,
in the spirit and love and heartfeltedness of the Psalmist, who said,
"I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord," and of whom it was
his happy privilege to [add, "And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin. "
Dear friends, be it ours to "go and do likewise."
I can but perish if I go;
But can I die with mercy sought,
When I the King have tried?
I am resolved to try;
This were to die (delightful thought!)
For, if I stay away, I know
As sinner never died."
I must for ever die.
H

I
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LATE REV. ROBERT WALKER,
OF WYMESWOLD.
"He being dead yet speaketh."-HEBREws xi. 4.
MEETING recently, on shipboard, a
clergyman to whom, it would seem,
we had some time previously been
introduced, the subject turned upon
parties we had each known in years
long since gone by. Hence matters
of mutual interest became the subject of our conversation. My
stranger friend had been eleven
years in his present sphere of
labour j and, from the general tone
of his remarks, I could but gather
a feeling of dissatisfaction as pervading his own mind j and it led
to my quoting the former condition
of a man of repute in his day, the
late Rev. ROBERT WALKER, of
Wymeswold, who had taken a high
stand in his university course j he
was fellow of his college j but, in
spite of his success and prominent
standing and ability, he was, according to his own candid and outspoken testimony, a miserable and
dissatisfied man withal. From what passed, in conversation with the
gentleman in question, I could but come to the conclusion that the
cases were identical. Hence I quoted the statement of Mr. WALKER, as
published in the RecO'rd newspaper, under his own hand, that the restless
and unsatisfactory condi~ion under which be had long laboured, had,
under God, been dispelled by his personal contact with one of his poor
illiterate parishioners, who, under the simple possession and power of a
childlike faith and trust, was brought to repose in the Lord, for all her
necessities in mind, body, and estate, both as to time and eternity.
Her simple grasp of divine verities, in connection with his visit to this
poor parishioner, was something marvellous, at once effecting the most
marked change both in his personal experience and in his pUlpit testimony. Simplicity and the most fervent interest in the spiritual welfare
of his parishioners became striking characteristics in his whole bearing
and conduct. His end was sudden, but privileged and blessed indeed.
Particulars appeared in this Magazine shortly after his decease. We
are pleased to present our readers with a portrait of this dear servant
of God.
GODLINESS is called a mystery, which could not be if the bare light
of reason could discover or fully comprehend it.-John Berridge.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR A NEW YEAR.
SECURITY.-Noah-" Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation" (Gen.
vii. 1).
COMPASSION.-Moses at the back of Horeb-" And the Lord said, I
have surely seen the afRiction of My people which are in Egypt,
and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I
know their sorrows" (Exod. iii. 7).
INVITATION.-Moses-" Come thou with us, and we will do thee good;
. for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel" (Num. x. 29).
COURAGE.-David and Goliath-"Then said David to the Philistine,
Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with
a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied" (1 Sam.
xvii. 45).
SUBMISSION.-Job-" All the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come" (Job xiv. 14).
FORGIVENEss.-" Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa.
i. 18).
CAUTION.-" Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself, as it were, for a little
moment, until the indignation be overpast" (Isa. xxvi. 20).
REMONSTRANCE.-" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread ~ and your
labour for that which satisfieth not ~ Hearken diligently unto Me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself
in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your
soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with
you, even the sure mercies of David" (Isa. Iv. 1-3).
RESToRATION.-" They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers
of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for
-I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My first-born" (Jer.
. xxxi. 9).
PLEDGE.-" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden r
and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
ASTONISHMENT.-" Come, see a Man, which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ ~" (John iv. 29).
WELCOME.-" And the Spirit and the bride sa.y, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely I, (Rev.
xxii. 17).
.
THE CLOSE.-" And then shall the end come" (Matt. xxiv. 14).
FINAL I~VITATION.-" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world >'
(Matt. xxv. 34).
D. A. D.
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ENTERING MY EIGHTIETH YEAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel lWagazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-" For ever with the Lord." In drawing sc)
near the end, and feeling with the poet the solemn language"Languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,"
these words, "For ever with the Lord," have an increasing weight
and sweetness in my soul. We trust we are ever the Lord's, whatever
trials may try our faith, because not with Him as we wish. The
climax of the believer's aspirations is to be ever with the Lord, not
only in His manifested presence, but His mind in all things, the
glory of His kingdom and the salvation of His Church dwelling in his
heart; to be with the Lord in all His dealings in providence through
the journey of life, however tried, in humility and submission to 'His
righteous will, knowing He is, "Too wise to err and too good to be
unkind."
The trying path of affliction, "with Him," we have proved, has a
divine, secret working the consecration of blessedness in .our soul.
The cutting off from all we have been looking and trusting to but
Himself, has taught us that only with the Lord are we safe: however
exposed our life may be, with the Lord is not only safety and satisfaction, but an impregnable defence and security. "A wall of fire
round about, and the glory in the midst." More is He who is for
us, and in us, and with us, than all who may be against us.
In entering my eightieth year, how these sure realities fill with
satisfaction in all the Lord's ways and dealings with me. How much
I see that with the Lord my wayward spirit has tried not to be,
when the crosses of His appointment have been so trying to my selfish
flesh-seekings and desires. Ah! with the Prodigal, all my departures
have led me to prove, "There is bread in my Father's house, enough
and to spare," but nowhere else, whatever dissatisfaction my carnal,
deceptive heart may feel. It is, "with the Lord," and only there. If
not in soul and spirit with Him, we are in the land of barrenness,
bitterness, and danger to ourselves. With the Lord in time, and with
the Lord in eternity, unto which we are now so near, affords a blessed
prospective assurance-a personal realizing the divine support, and inward felt triumph. "When I pass through the valley and shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me."
Now so near the port, it is good sometimes to feel the warm celestial
breezes coming from the everlasting inheritance, and to taste the
heavenly fruit, by the Holy Spirit's drawing us so near home, coming
so fresh, so ripe, refreshing, and comforting. It confirms the blessed
aSSlll'anCe that we are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.
A renewed soul must find nearness to the Lord. The close affinity
seems to receive all beside, not savouring of His precious name, as intruders, so special is the life in special oneness. "I in them, and they
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in Me," says our precious Lord Jesus.

The eternal union in holy
concord and oneness of spirit manifests thus the unity of the spiritual
bond in Bride and Bridegroom-one life, one spirit. The heavenly
betrothal becomes more and more manifested by the Holy Spirit's
taking of the ·Bridegroom's, and drawing the Bride therewith nearer
and nearer unto Himself, as she approaches the marriage nuptials in
.everlasting glory. Ripe age borne in the life-boat of unchanging love
safe into the port of everlasting rest.
But ah! we are this side the river yet. The Canaanite is still in the
,)and, and we dwelling in Meshech; a few more waves yet to contend
with, and the rough and crooked road to tread, before we find perfect
rest and peace. We bless the Lord, although flesh and blood fail, His
promise has never failed us yet, "As thy days thy strength shall be."
Still, the" portion of a day for a day," and every day, has not failed.
This, with increasing weakness and so many infirmities, one feels a
.great mercy, being so near the end.
A living hope, anchored in the heart of Jesus, is above all that death
may present to one's view, or appear to be, however formidable at times
it may be viewed. Faith sees the valley lighted with glory-brightness
·the moment Jesus appears. This great Luminary of heaven must eclipse
all but Himself with an overpo'wering light. Death cannot be seen
with Christ in view. Glory to His name! He has destroyed it, and
will, with the brightness of His coming unto all His dear elect family,
·shine forth the everlasting victories of His love and grace, in the
,universal salvation of His Church, seeing the travail of His soul and
His Bride's triumph therein. Here the order of the eternal covenant of
,grace shines forth in all its glory and beauty, the "bow" of covenant
blessings spanning the heavens with, "For ever with the Lord."
With the prospect so near, how can we help anticipating the glory,
and feeling such ardent longings to join the heavenly host in never,
never-ending praise ~
" Ordered in all things and sure" is our covenant rest here, but the
final triumph, in its everlasting completeness, will be when we sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, together wich the dear ones who are
gone before, in the kingdom of our God, for ever adoring the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.
Who can imagine the glorious fulness that will then consecrate our
service unto, and for ever, with the Lord 1 One in all His glorious
exaltation, conformed unto, and glorying in, the beau.ty and order of
His kingdom, transformed into His everlasting likeness and glory. Oh,
,blessed, blessed prospect! Grace! grace! thy endless triumphs let heaven
.and earth resound.
"Ordered in all things and sure," for time and for eternity, the ever,lasting covenant perfection shines out the character, faithfulness, and
oIlame of the eternal Author, I AM THAT I AM.
"Saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." Oh, how it
humbles my soul to think of being for ever with the Lord, with Him
who ill the delight of my soul. How it endears His Person, as the
great God and our Saviour, condescending to dwell with and in us,
who feel so unworthy. "For ever!" Bless the Lord for everlasting
-certainties, sure and' firm as the throne of God.
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As we approach the end, the reality of exclusion we feel more and
more confirmed. It is still an immovable truth" None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Ca.n do helpless sinners good,"
All beside Himself we shall leave below, entering with Him alone into
everlasting holiness, peace, and rest. One whom we so love from the
special manifestations of His love to us. Ah! this lights the prospect
of our departure, feeling Job's words very precious, consoling, and
encouraging, "I know that my Redeemer liveth," &c.; "whom I shall
see for myself, and not another." The same endearing Person: "Not a
stranger." Oh, no, His loving heart will not commit us to strangers,
much as, at times, we fear the future. This I feel an endless source of
comfort in my weakness, that the nearest, dearest, and kindest will be
with us in all our afflictions, to bear, soothe, comfort, and deliver. Yes,
and best of all, "To take us unto Himself, that where He is we may
be also." "For ever with the Lord."
Alas! alas! for the present religious" sliding scale." " The foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
His." What multitudes of sandy-foundation builders (Matt. vii. 26)who knows the number 1-thronging the "broad road" of destruction,
deluded with Sacrament-taking, music charms, and the serpent's stealthy
entwinements of Popery. It appears a race with the striving stretch
for the "many to enter therein."
Oh. how few whose faith can
relish the savoury meat of God's Gospel! * It is too antiquated, too
narrow for the enlightened reason of the present age. "My soul, come
not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not
thou united" (Gen. xlix. 6).
Being brought by the good hand of the Lord in providing, guiding,
and keeping, the sequel proves that equal to every need has been the
prol'ision, in prosperity and in adversity. Temporal mercies wisely
dealt out, to keep me constantly dependent on the Lord-a daily
pen;ioner on His daily bounty, seeking His blessing. No relish is so
savoury as His blessing. The crust, the cup of cold water, exceed all
the earthly banquet dainties of the rich without it. A secret relish
the choicest viands cannot yield, is God's love in a grateful heart.
In spirituals, the first teachings have increased in unfoldings and
establishings. Not a going back, but pressing forward, however tried,
to our "high calling of God the Eternal Spirit in Christ Jesus" ; the
realities of His Word and kingdom' being more precious in what we
have received. A" God-send" to live with, and a satisfactory assurance
to die with.
The Bible-the precious Bible-is our chart. One's desire is to
know more of its sacred truths, in their powerful teachings, in every
untrodden step, and to be led and guided alone by its holy directions.
What empty vapour the folly of men's brains appear in trying to
hide and reason away the Word of God, which is appearing so
conspicuous in the present day. Alas! that pulpit and press, high and
• As was the case with the dear Master, Himself, it is "despised and rejec~d
.

of men,"-ED.
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low, are volunteers in this evil service. Bless the Lord for seventy
years of some of its treasures in my heart, confirming the desire and
increasing the relish, with holy longings for the perfect knowledge in
the kingdom above. It is the same certain sound now. A springing
well, an inexhaustible treasure of spiritual knowledge-enough for
time, enough for eternity.
May the Lord bless, support, and give you strength to bear every
trial, sanctifying the late bereavements with an increasing consolation
in Himself. "Too wise to err, and too good to be unkind," in an
His dealings with His children, has, and ever must be the rule,
world without end. Amen, and Amen.
In bonds of sympathy and love,
Yeovil, October, 1892.
JOHN BARBER.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edito'l" of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I am again sending you a few testimonies
for your kind insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Your kind gift of
Old Jonathans has enabled us to more than double the usual number in our
Christmas parcels and boxes, which we are sending off now. The
Lord is richly blessing the work. I am sorry to say that one of my
sons is not very well at present, and I would ask an interest in your
prayers, that he may soon be restored to his usual health.
I beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the following help to
the Christmas Fund :-H. D., 2s. 6d.; R. A., £1 ; L. J., 28. 6d.; Mrs.
CUNLIFFE, 5s.
FROM SOUTH AFRICA.

Many thanks for your kindness in sending me the monthly packet of
Protestant papers, which are highly appreciated by those who read them,
especially the British Protestant.
FROM LIVERPOOL.

I know you will be pleased to hear that the God of all grace has greatly

blessed the books and tracts which you so kindly sent me some time ago.
One young man said, "I thank God fot' the book which you put into my
hands; it is full of precious things." Anothel' said, "Those small leaflets
which you gave me have done much good." Many of the sick in my
district have enjoyed Old Jonathan. The little cards with a prayer have
been most kindly received, and in many houses I have seen them hanging
up.
FROM A MILITARY TOWN.

The parcels greatly help me in my visits to the barraoks, where are 5,000
soldiers, and to the ships, where are more than 2,000 sailors. I know they
read them, and I pray that they may be a blessing. We have had several
conversions here lately, and the reading of some of your books IDay have
led to this. Thank you very much for the monthly parcels, and an occasional box.
With many thanks, and every good wish for the coming Christmas
and New Year, I am, dear DR. DOUDNEY, very sincerely yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
- 1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, December 12th, 1892.
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-I again beg to address you, hoping these lines may find
you and your dear family in as good health as, from your advanced age,
'one can expect. I am sure it is a mercy-and not a mercy only, but
almost a miracle-that power is granted you still to write, and thus to
comfort the dear flock of the Lord Jesus. May you, through the same
grace and mercy, long be spared to sound the trumpet on Zion's walls,
with no uncertain saund, as you, for so many years, have done in this
{)ur day of abounding error. Thank you many times, in His dear
name, for the soul-comforting truths that, from time to time, we read
from your pen in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; which I always take, read
it, and send it to friends far and near, with a prayer that God's bless,ing may rest upon it and the truths contained therein; and not only
yours, but other writers', whose rich experience and Christian knowledge must be a great help to many a cast-down and weary pilgrim
into whose hand the lines may fall.
I myself have been much upset and tried of late through surrounding circumstan~es, and the Psalmist, in the fifty-fifth Psalm and the
sixth verse, seems to describe my own feelings. I have thought much
upon it: "And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then,
would I flyaway, and be at rest."
I once heard a boasting Arminian say, that it was cowardly of the
Psalmist to have such a wish; and, if he were placed in difficulties, it
would have been more manly to have endured them, without expressing a desire to escape them. But I think we must not ba too hasty
in attributing cowardice to one who, in his youth, was not afraid to
,encounter the surly bear and the shaggy mane of the king of the
forest, and thus rescue their prey (1 Sam. xvii. 34, 35), and who, in
the same chapter, we find still undaunted when facing the champion,
the great Goliath of Gath. Trace his history; we find him, ever and
'~non, the undaunted one. But the complaint before us is of another
nature entirely, and springs from an entirely different source. The
Psalm (as is imagined to be) was written during his flight from his
,cruel son Absalom; as such, he must have suffered the most bitter
persecution and woe. Taking a glance at the preceding verses, we find
him calling on God to hear his prayer, beseeching Him not to hide
, Himself from his supplication; we find him mourning in his complaint,
because of his enemy, and the oppression of the wicked, who cast
iniquity upon him, and in wrath hated him. He says, <r My heart is
sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon Me.
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me " [margin, "covered me "], and feeling these, he breaks out,
"Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I flyaway, and be
,at rest."
The Psalmist was not the only Old Testament saint that was anxious
to leave the troubles and cares of the world. The Prophet Elijah felt
to want a release from them, and thus expressed himself, "Now, 0
Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers." This
, was when he was fleeing away from the wicked and wretched Queen
DEAR

.
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Jezebel(l Kings xix. 4). Again, the Prophet Jonah wished in himself
to die (Jonah iv. 8).
But to return to the Psalmist. What a blessing and comfort has the
Book of Psalms proved to thousands of the redeemed family of God.
There could scarcely be a circumstance found among the whule family
of God where something could not be found to meet or to suit their
case. Rich in experience, sound in judgment, wholesome in instruction,
to be admired in examples; in admonitions, kindness and firmness
abounds; in practice delightful; in fact, all we need. Promi!les abounding, encouragements numberless, almost. I venture to say that many
among God's family, at one time or other, have felt the same
as the Psalmist in this case, "Oh that I had wings like a dove!
then would I flyaway, and be at rest." This is frequently the case
with the young convert, at the time of his espousals, and the fact of
his being so enraptured with his Saviour and the glories of His Person.
He longs for nothing so much as to leave the world and go to heaven,
but his gracious heavenly Friend wills it otherwise. Again, there may
be cases where the dear children of God are placed in trying circum.
stances, as in the case of the Psalmist; troubles, trials, persecutions,
affiictions, sorrows, and evils abound, from which the suff'.Jrer would
most gladly flyaway, were it in his power. Very many of the Lord's
people are thus situated. They feel weary of the world-they want
rest. But, it may be, the longed-for rest will not be theirs to enjoy,
until they reach the land "where the wicked cease from troubling, and '
the weary are at rest."
One word to those who are thus longing to flyaway. Dear friend
and brother, or sister, remember the words of the dear Master, "If the
world hate you, it hated Me before it hated you." The very idea of you
wanting to get away proves beyond all dispute that you are not of the
world. You belong to a higher grade-this world is not your home.
Oh, no! your home is in the distance; it may be but a short distanceyou may be much nearer than you think. Every day, yea, every moment,
brings you n'earer. Take courage; your trials and persecutions, or whatever be your lot, all are witnessed by One whose eye never slumbers nor
sleeps. Oh, no ! you are ever under His gracious care, you are under His
smile. Your enemies may be strong, but your Captain is stronger. They
may be many, but remember the great multitudes "that no man can
number," now in glory-all have gone through the same trials and
troubles and difficulties, in some way or other, but now safl', now at rest.
And, remember, the soldier that is most welcomed home, is the one
who has fought the most battles-his scars are his honours. Again,
the great company now in glory belong to you; they are your companions, and you will soon join them. How do we know but what
they may be eye-witnesses of our battles ~ (Hebrews xii. 1.)
I cannot help thinkling but what we are much nearer to the invisible
world than some people would have us believe. If it is ours now to
suffer, it will then be to reign. If. we are weary, rest is certain. If
we are cursed now by enemies, a blessing is in store for us. May
our daily cry be, "Lord, lead me, defend me, grant me patience; increase
in me faith, hope, and charity, and every Christian virtue: may more
of the life of Christ be manifested in my mortal life, to be more like
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Jesus, more loving,
thing; that the old
renewed from day
will come, and will

more forgiving, ever looking unto Jesus for everyAdam nature may die daily, and the new man be
to day." A little while, and" He that shall comenot tarry."-Yours in the best of bonds,
Higham Fen'ers, NavembeT, 1892.
J. B. M.
COMMENT:".
If the "boasting Arminian" of whom our correspondent speaks had'
really been brought into the school of Christ, and had, at the time,
been indulged with some of the sweets bestowed in the introduction
to school-life, he would soon tell a different tale. When the delight gave
place to the discipline, and the birch was substituted for the bread;when a dense darkness set in upon the previous sunny pathway, and
tempest and storm raged upon the previously becalmed ocean, there
would follow feelings and sensations and aspirations far, far remote
from that which ascribes cowardice to the Psalmist's exc1amation r
"Oh that I had wings like' a dove! for then would I flyaway, and
be at rest." Moreover, how would such an one loathe himself, in his
after experiences, for such a thoughtless, thankless, untried testimony.
THE EDITOR.
ANOTHER VETERAN'S WORK FINISHED, AND THE
LABOURER CALLED HOME!

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-You may have heard ere this that my loved
husband has reached the desired haven of everlasting rest. For some
weeks previous to his being confined to his bed he complained of
increasing weakness, and, day after day, some little habit was discontinued, until his medical attendant said it was not safe for him t(}
leave his bed, and, exactly four weeks after, he entered into rest.
The dear Lord most graciously favoured him at times, and he was
enabled to testify to those around of the faithfulness and lovingkindness of a Triune Jehovah, and that nothing but a personal
knowledge of sin, and salvation therefrom, by the application of
atoning blood, would satisfy the longing desires of a quickened soul.
"New life from Him we must receive,
Before fe r sin we rightly gtieve."
And my dear husband would often speak of his firm hope and longing desire to depart, to those in attendance upon him; which
convinced both our doctor and nurse that his was indeed a blessed and
happy death-bed. Almost the last books he read were the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and your dear book, "Fm' Ever With Jesus" (the latter
was sent to him by the niece of a mutual friend, Mrs. JEREMIAH
SMITH, of Rye); and he often remarked how very much you entered
into his. exercises of soul; also your feelings, relative to our sad
state nationally, he fully endorsed.
My dear husband had been laid aside from the public ministration
of the Gospel for six years, during which time Mr. G. D. JONES
kindly supplied for him gratuitously, as frequently as other engagements would permit, thu!l enabling the trustees of Ebenezer Chapel,
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Tunbridge, to continue'their assistance; and truly they have been in
every respect most kind, and anxious to provide for the temporal need
of their aged pastor, down to the end of his long' pilgrimage. May
the blessing of the Lord rest upon both minister and people.
I would also notice that the friends at Maidstone (at which place
my husband had for more than twenty years supplied once a month)
still continued their help, so that the promise given to my dear
husband, when first going forth into the ministry, was wonderfully
made good, "My God shall supply all your need," &c. And, with
heartfelt gratitude to the Lord and to His dear children, I would
testify to this tribute of kindness and affection.
Now, dear sir, I hope you will forgive my thus intruding upon your
time, but I felt you might be cheered to know your writings had
been sweet to one who for many years had loved you in the Lord.
Hoping your last, days are bringing forth much fruit in the enjoyment of peace and the perfect work of patience, which the Lord alone
can give, believe me to remain,
Yours affectionately,
CmnlYrook, December 8th, 1892.
E. Row.
COMMENTS.
Although we had not the pleasure of the personal acquaintance of
the beloved departed, yet (blessed be God !) we know something of heartknitting, in regard to him. If we mistake not, it was little, if aught
less, than fifty years ago, we corresponded, and there was indeed
fellowship of feeling and a oneness in Christ. It seems that he was
some five years our senior, and has got the start of us on the homeward journey. Be it ours, in the Lord's time, to follow, and with
him cast our blood-bought crowns at Emmanuel's feet. That all needed
grace, strength, and consolation may be afforded the bereaved widow, is
our hearty prayer.
THE EDITOR.
LOVE-ECHOES.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My BELOVED BROTHER IN TfiE LORD,-Your loving note arrived,
and melted my heart, and your assurance that my poor productions are
'made a special blessing to the Lord's dear children, affected me more
deeply still. What am I-a poor nobody-that God should condescend
to make me a channel of blessing to the sons and daughters of the
Lord ,Almighty-the precious jewels of His heart, who are destined to
reign with Him in His own eternal glory. when all the pride and pomp
of this poor world have passed away for ever 'I God grant that my
supreme desire may ever be, to use the gift which H~ has given me
in ministering a word ofcomforl; to the poor and the needy.of His
scattered flock, till the last sands of life are run out; and to Him
alone be all the glory.
God Almighty bless you with those sweet manifestations of His love
which you so long for; scatter all your fears to the winds; and grant
that your closing days may be bright with the presence of your dear
L@rd, filling your soul with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
So prays yours affectionately in Him,
Scarborough, November 21st, 1892.
W. S. ROBINSON.

\
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TIMELY WORDS AND HEARTFELT TEAOHING.
A Post-card j1-om the beloved "IWayside Notes" Writer.
AN EVENING OF DEEP ANXIETY AND TRIAL.
ONE very dear unto me said, " I have just been reading Dr. DOUDNEY'S
, New Year's Portion for 1843,' in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE j it is so precious,
father, dear." I responded, "Read it, dear," and truly every sentence is
heart-touching and soul-melting. It is a beautiful portion. Do turn
to it, dear brother j I am sure it will refresh you.
G. O.
Yours in love,
Shobnall (}range, Sabbath Evening, December 11th, 1892.

,-

We have adopted our dear brother's suggestion, and have read the
article to which he refers. Under the circumstances, the perusal was
attended with feelings we can by no means express, namely-the very
deepest brokenness of spirit and humility, on the one hand, and adoring
wonder and amazement, on the other. Deep humility, because there
seems to be no advance-no progress-no growth in faith, child-like
trust, and holy dependence; on the contrary, by comparison, there appears
to be a far-falling short of what was then and there realized, and that,
moreover, fifty years ago, and, at a time and under circumstances when
we were most thoroughly immersed in all the weight and care and
intense anxiety of an all-absorbing business career, in the very heart of
the great city. Now, by contrast, quietly and passively* set aside, in
the evening of one's days, freed from the responsibility of either commercial or ministerial or parochial occupations or engagements. But,
alas! alas! where is the personal experience of the state of mindthe peace, the holy serenity, the joyous prospect and gladsome foreview,
spoken of in the article referred to, as practically realized then by
anticipation 1 Ah! where indeed 1 Then we were upon the very tiptoe
of expectation! The thought of the closing up of our earthly career
and the being called home, was joyous in the extreme. The prevailing
feeling at that time was, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord."
By comparison, however-and we state the fact with deepest sorrow
and greatest humility-our language is, "Spare us, 0 Lord, that we
may recover strength, before we go hence and are no more." Then,
upon the other hand, we are amazed and astounded as we contemplate
the fact, that, jifty years-a half-cenhtry-have passed away, since the
paper to which our brother has referred was written. Yea, more,
with only one exception-and we believe that exception was before
the period here mentioned, namely, January, 1843, the omission was
made-we have been strengthened and enabled to write the first article
in each Number for fifty years in succession I We may add, moreover,
that our dear brother, who has, by the aforenamed note, called our
attention to the paper in question, has himself, for very nearly the
whole half-century, contributed his own thoughtful, weighty, experimental
papers to this work.
The twofold fact does indeed call loudly for thankfulness and gratitude, and may well lead to the exclamation, "What hath God wrought! "
" It is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes." At the same
.. We wish we could add, placidly.-ED.
E
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time, is it not most suggestive, that such mercy-such forbearance-such
patience and long-suffering, should thus have borne with our manner in
the wilderness ~ Our baseness, ingratitude, and distrust-neutralizes at
once-yea, causes us, as it were, to tread beneath our feet, and in the
very dust of self-loathing and disgust-the veriest thought of selfcomplacency, creature pride, or fleshly trust and dependence. If there
were cause for humility and carnal distrust fifty years ago, how much
greater cause is there now that those fifty years have passed away. What we
then wrote was based upon previous knowledge and byegone experience.
As for the future, what we wrote was then in anticipation, and grounded
upon the faith given in and upon the Great Eternal! Since that there
has been the positive and personal realization of the full and free fulfilment of all that the faith thus given contemplated and calculated upon.
And what shall we now say, as we consider these facts ~ Well, then,
if fifty years ago we were wont to exclaim"A guilty, weak, and helples8 worm,
On Thy kind arm I fall;
Be Thou my Strength, my Righteousness,
My J eSU8, and my All," .
how much greater cause, and how much more ample reason, is there
for saying so now!
Dear brother, we may add that your so touching note reached us in
the. most opportune and timely way. For nearly a month past the
Lord has seen fit specially so to lay His afflictive hand upon us-during
which period the doctor has been in almost daily attendance-and we
have been left, for most part, in perfect ignorance as to His holy
will and pleasure concerning us. We have been quite in the dark as
to His mind and purpose. There has, moreover, been an almost total
absence of surrender or willingness, much less wishfulness, to depart!
On the contrary, it has been, "Spare me, Lord; spare me yet for a
season." Creature ties have been entwined about the heart.
. We must, however, admit, .that painful and pitiable as is the present
aspect of matters, in a commercial, political, and ecclesiastical sense, we
have had an intense desire that life should be prolonged (if the Lord
will) that we might still be engaged, so as yet to be able, in some"
faint measure and degree, to magnify the grace, assert the authority,
insist upon the claims, and declare the wise, grand, and absolute
government and control of the J ehovah of hosts, in and by His providence and most holy and indisputable Word. Nay, we may venture
to add, that it was but a short hour before our dear brother's note
came to hand, we made the remark to .our dear wife, that, if the offer
were made of a present of £100, or permission once more to stand in
a pulpit, and testify of the Lord's goodness and mflrcy, we would
choose the lattRr. Oh, let our dear brethren in the ministry, although
bearing the burden and heat of the day, and, from many caUl!es in
connection with the work, driven to their wit's end-let them, we say,
reflect upon and well consider this fact.
We have merely to add, that, under the circumstances, we have
resolved upon reproducing, at our own cost, the article to which our
brother has so unexpectedly, but most timely, called our attention, as
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introductory to the new year 1893. We, at the same time, subjoin a
letter from a dear young disciple, which reached us by the same post.
In it we see so remarkably established the great fact of the divine allsufficiency of our God. In the one epistle, reference is made to a by-gone
period of fifty years; in the other are the breathings of one just, as it
were, entering upon the battle-field, and about to engage in the deadly
conflict against sin, the world, and the devil. But divine all-sufficiency
and covenant faithfulness are clearly marked and manifest in both
~ases-the one prospective, the other retrospective.

-

Briretoft, S. W., December 10th, 1892.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-It is a long time since I wrote to you, so am
going to do so now. I have put off Wliting, as I hoped to have been able
to send a little contribution for Old Jonothan, but, as I have been very
busy, that must follow a little later on.
I trust you are feeling well, and that the dear Lord is very precious
to you in these your declining years. I feel sure this must be the case,
for I have been lately reading yom' letter of sympathy to Mr.ORlIIIsTON,
which is in the British Protestant, and referred to in this week's English
Chwrchma'/l,; that, and also your Annual Address in this month's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, have been a great comfort to me. How nice it is for we young
folk who love the Lord Jesus, and desire to serve Him, to hear the testimony of those who, like yourself, have been in His blessed service for
nearly a lifetime, and have found Him-our covenant-keeping God-all
that you could desire. He has been to you, and still is, the altogether
lovely; you desire no other, and if God has been All and in all to you,
surely we may trust Him entirely, for He will not fail us or forsake us.
I was much struck with the last sermon dear Mr. SPURGEON preached,
and which I had the privilege of hearing. In it he said, " I have served under
His banner these forty years, and if it is His will, I would gladly serve
under Him another forty years." "He is alwa.ys in the thickest of the
battle; when the wind blows cold, He always takes the bleak side of the
hill." When I think of you and the late Mr. SPURGEON, and one or two
other friends, who have tested our Lord for so long, and found Him more
than you can desire, I always think of that string of Old Testament saints
mentioned in Hebrews :ri.-Abel, Enoch, N oah, Abraham, J oseph, &c., "who,
through faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions," &c. Then, in Hebrews xii. 1, 2, where it says,
" Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily besel
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, lookinlt
unto Jesus." In the race I have found much to hinder-many trials and
aflliotions and sufferings; but how good the dear Lord has been to me,
and, even in my little experience, I would not wish to have any of the
way altered, because I can see it was God's way of leading me to trust
more and more in Him. Oh for grace to do so enth'ely!
I was surprised, and very sorry, to read of the death of young JEAVANS,
with whom I used to work in the printing-office at Bedminster. He was
always such a bright and kind boy, and I was very fond of him; but he
is far better off, thank God, with Christ, which is far better. I never
knew he was ill even; but as I think of that young life cut short, how
thankful I should be that my life has been spared, although I have gone
through so much pain, and been very near the grave ma.ny times. Oh, it
ia all marvellous grace, "and well deserves the praise." I am sure his
father must feel it very much. I should like to write to him, but do 'not
know his address, and should be so much obliged if you would kindly let
me know it.
E

2

52

The Gospel Magazine.

I had a letter from a dear old servant of the Lord, a few days ago,>
who is over seventy, and he sent me some lines he wrote on his seventieth
birthday. I will quote one or two of them.
"And yet with age there comes a
calm,
Like eastern after-glow;
The foretaste of a Father's love,
A Father's love doth show.

"And can it be that grace like
this,
For sinner such as I,
Can be revealed to comfort me,
And bless me ere I die?

"And when I look beyond th
grave,
What greater joys appeal';
The golden gates are 0llen wide,
And welcomes meet my ear.

" Yes! thus, Lord, is Thy table
spread,
My cup with joy runs o'er;
In the green pastures of Thy love
I'll bask for evermore."

e

I feel SID'e that the Second Advent is very near; all the evils of the
present day, it seems to me, must culminate in the taking out of God's people
and the I'evelation of Antichrist. I have just read a book, on the present
evils, &c., called, "666"; it shows that Paganism, Freemasonry, Popery, &c.,
are all hastening the coming of the Man whose number is 666-Antichrist. It should make us all sit very loosely to the things of this world,
and be watching for His return.
I must now conclude, with best wishes, thanking you for all Y0ID' kindness to me, and praying that you may now realize more than ever before
the blessed presence of a personal Saviour. It must be a great trial to
you to have to abstain from preaching, but the Lord is using Y0ID' pen
to a great degree.-YoUl's affectionately,
H. V. HEDDERLY.

1843-FIFTY YEARS AGO.
THE EDITOR TO HIS READERS, WISHING THEM
"A HAPPY NEW YEAR."
DOUBTLESS, many of you, beloved, enter upon the year of 1843 with a
degree of timidity; questions multiply as to what shall befall you during
that year; and those who have little confidence in their fellow-man, less
confidence in themselves, and a deep conviction of the entire inability of
anything of an earthly kind to satisfy the cravings of their spiritual
appetites, will be disposed, as it were, to sm'ink back into themselves in
the prospect of another year's march in the wilderness. But, beloved,
painful as, in one sense, are your feelings, there is much mercy attached
to them, and much which proves that the good hand of Y0ID' God has
been engaged on your behalf. A want of confidence in Y0ID' fellow-man-a
consciousness of the deceitfulness of the human heart, whether in professors
or possessors, will, under the Lord's gracious leadings, cause you to stand
aloof; possess YOUl' minds with caution; and make you more desirous
for a greater intimacy with Him whose love" No fickleness knows." A
sense of YOUl' own infirmities, instl'umentally, will make you distrustful
of self, and cause many a sigh and a groan to bID'st from yoUl'
burdened hearts for preservation from self. Well may it be said, in
the retrospect of the past part of one's pilgrimage, and in the partial
knowledge of one's self, "I fear nothing as I fear myself." And yOUl'
increasing conviction of the vanity of everything of an earthly kind,
will make you prize Jesus and His salvation more. Therefore, however
discoID'aged you may be in the contemplation of the year 1843; though
your minds may shrink from it, and operate quite the reverse to those
who are promising themselves much during its passing days and
months, yet there is much to cheer you, inasmuch as you will still
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have, as your Leader and Companion, a Friend that sticketh closer
tha.n a brothel'; a Brothel' born for 'adversity; One that loveth at
all times-mark the expression, at all times; in the valley and on the
mount; in darkness or in the enjoyment of the light of His countenance;
beneath the power of unbelief, or in the sweet exercise of a living faith
in His unchangeable love and divine faithfulness. At all times; then
it necessarily includes times of all sorts and all seasons; not a moment
in the history of His Church, or any individual member of that Church,
is left out. Is a deal' member of His mystical body in deep soul trouble
about his state as a sinner, under the first awakenings of God's rich
grace ? Jesus loves him then-it is complised in the "all times;" is he
in the midst of the wilderness, beal'ing the burden and heat of the day?
still Jesus is with him, a.nd loves him too-it is among the" all times;"
or has he anived at the opposite margin of life, and do his trembling
feet aheady touch the greatly-dreaded watel'S of Jordan P Jesus, Jesus
is with him even then; and why? "He is a Friend that loveth at all
timell." Blessed be His dear name! Well then, beloved, what have
you, and what have we, to fear as we enter upon this new year P In
one sense, as poor, helpless, ignorant fools-not knowing in the smallest
degree what is good for us, we have everything to fear, if we view
ourselves as standing alone, and apart from our dear living and loving
Head; but viewed in Him, and belonging to Him-as branches in Him
the living vine; members of His body; stones in the spiritual temple
of which Re forms the chief CQrner stone; viewed thus, we have nothing
to fear.
If affliction be our lot, we have this sweet word for our comfort, "In
all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved
them; in Ris love and in Ris pity He redeemed them, and Re bare
them and canied them all the days of old." He" redeemed" them,
paid their debt, struck it out of the law or debt-book; then Re "bare"
them, placed them upon His shoulders, held them up, sustained them;
and "carried" them, hugging to His breast, like a loving mother her
child. or a fond father taking up into his arms his little weary boy;
"all the days of old," not onc day, nor occasionally, but "all the days."
every day, and every hour of the day; "of old;" aye, and what the deal'
Lord did for His Church then, He does now; for they are loved with the
same love, redeemed by the same blood, borne on the same shoulders,
and cani€d in the same arms. The Father loved His Church all at once
and together, and the· deal' Surety undertook their united cause at one
and the same moment. "Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me"
(John xvii. 24). Wonderful love, indeed! The Church loved with the
same love with which the Father loved the Son; and why? because they
were loved in Him, and as a part of Him. There was to be "no schism
in this body;" but as they were received as one, loved as one, and
redeemed as one, so they were everlastingly to continue as one. They
are one in eternal purpose, and they will be one in eternal fulfilment;
they were destined to be one in heaven, and they will be one there. Oh,
that they were more manifestly one on earth! "One LOl'd, one faith,
one baptism; one God and Father of all." Speaking elsewhere of the
unity of the brethren, we said years ago, and we now say it again,
"Think how soon thou wilt meet them in eternity; and, methinks, if a
sigh or a teal' could enter heaven. it would be at the reflection that so
much coldness and indifference (to say nothing of enmity and strife)
should have existed on earth among those whose society shall then
constitute part of the bliss of heaven." '*'
• We are less disposed than ever to unite in the ja.rgon between the living
members on earth. God ena.bling us, we hope that recent differences will make
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Are we to be tempted in the year 1843? His dear Majesty bring to
our minds His own scene of tempta.tion, when "He was led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil;" and may the
blessed Spit'it graciously bring home to our hearts with unctuous power,
that suitable word, "He being tempted, knoweth how to succour them
that are tempted;" and again, "When the enemy cometh in like a Hood,
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him." And what
is that standard, but Jesus? Do we not behold Him standing in the
fore-f.ront of His Church as the Captain of her salvation; as the Bride.
groom protecting his bride; the Head (containing the eyes) looking
forth for the guardianship of his body? As in the field of warfare the
great aim of the enemy are the banners or standards of the opposing
army, so the Holy Ghost would seem to point Satan, the Church's foe,
to Jesus, the Church's Advocate; as if He would say, .. There, Satan,
is your mark; let Him be your object; for, while that Object remains,
the Church must remain in and by Him."
Dp bereaving dispensations apparently await you? Your sensations
may, and doubtless will be, keen. The prospect appears ovel·whelming.
You think you cannot possibly outlive your beloved object; that you
must utterly sink under the stroke that severs tender ties. But, be
ass~red that, however unlikely it may now appear, should such an
exercise befall you during the year upon which you are entering, He
,that visits you with the trial, will likewise visit you with the grace of
submission, and follow it, sooner 01' later, with the grace of acquiescence.
And while the blood still trickles from the wound Himself hath made,
and many a sharp twinge is felt, you will, under all, acknowledge the
wisdom, the fatherly discipline, although, probably, at the same time
be at a loss to confess your conviction of the love that regulated the
action. We speak feelingly when we say, your acquiescence may be
pm'ely that of faith,. sight and sense will be out of the question; or
your language may accord with that of one now in glory, who respect.
ing a bereaving dispensation, said, "I see mercy in the stroke now,
but I shall see more by~and-by." In the prospect, therefore, of a
cloud which seems to approach with so threatening an aspect, we
would say, Let your eye be fixed upon Him who "maketh the clouds
His chariot, and rideth upon the wings of the wind." H He is on the
way towards you with some trial as yet unexperienced, He bears with
Him some special favour, some peculiar mercy, likewise. If the trial
is to be singular, the grace to encounter that trial is t<> be singular
us keep a more rigid watch over what is inserted in these pages. If this does·
not meet the taste of our readers, and they feel disposed to withhold their
support on account thereof, they are quite at liberty to do so; and such
correspondents as must write controversially, may save themselves the trouble
of application, and us the pain of refusing the insertion of their· pieces; for
we will make no compromises of the kind.
We court no one's e~teem or favour; we are under surveillance to no man;
we crouch to none; but, as far as this Magazine is concerned, are perfectly
independent. With respect to its circulation, as far as pecuniary advantage is
concerned, we care not whether its numbers are lessened or increased. As we
have hinted again and again, its Editorship is a free-will offering to the Church
of God; for, as we are engaged in the business of life; as the labours, directly
and indirectly, connected with this Magazine are, for the most part, deducted
from the hours of business; a farther prolongation of those already lengthened
hours not being congenial with, e~'en under present circumstances, a highly
nervous, sensitive frame, nothing of ~ earthly kind can compensate for the
weight and responsibility which the conducting of it entails upon us. Had
we been left to our own spirit, our labours would have closed with the last
number, flattering as is our· circulation.
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also. If the afHictive vi~it is to be manifestly special, the mercies
which accompany that visit shall be equally so. The Lord is very
particular with, and very jealous over, those under His afHictive hand.
He does not, He cannot forget His own word, "I will not contend for
ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before Me,
and the souls which I have made." - And the result of the whole
will be, that when, in subsequent seasons of dal'kness, you look within
or about you for some tokens of divine favour, imperceptibly your
minds will recur to those seasons which you now anticipate with so
much reluctance, as the privileged spots where the Lord so specially
revealed Himself unto you. So that, as the Lord with one hand
commonly pours a cordial into the wound He has made with the other,
instrumentally, by the very means you are dreading, it is not improbable
that your minds will be brought to that blessed state of decision after
which you now so ardently long. Oh, beloved! it is indeed a sweet place
to be brought to, to know Jesus for one's self. "My God! my Father!
my Friend! my own covenant God and Lord! He that was with me in
the trial; that supported me under the trial; that brought me through
the trial into a wealthy place! The cloud which l'ose at first "not
bigger than a man's hand," gathered fearfully, and, as it grew blacker
and blacker, my mind was filled with apprehension; but ere it exploded,
He covered me with His hand. It burst; I heard the sound thereof, bu't
I was under the shelter of His omnipotent power; I was sustained by
an almighty arm. Amid the thunderings, my Fatber whispered, 'Fear
not;' I cried, 'Though He slay me, I will trust in Him;' 'Though I
walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me;' 1 'went forth
weeping, bearing precious seed; but now I come again with rejoicing,
bringing my sheaves with me.''' "Sweetly," says such a soul, "have I
found that precious promise verified in my experience, 'For though no
chastening for the present is joyous, but grievous, nevertheless, afterward
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness, unto them which are
exercised thereby.' Oh! they are sweet fruits, peaceable fruits, indeed.
My spirit is soothed, calmed; I fall more unreservedly into His hands;
I am His, He is mine. Yes, He is the Lord-my Lord! who took human
ties to give manifestively more of Himself. Oh, precious Lord! Oh, sweet
afHiction! Oh, happy day, when I shall see Him as He is!"
Does a poor frail tabernacle, and the apparent near approach of your
dissolution, depress you in January, 1843 P Does the salutation, "This
year thou shalt die," seem to distress your already dark mind P Beloved,
why so P Shall the mariner sigh because his port is in view P Shall
the soldier deplore the trumpet-note of victory P Shall the seaman close
his eyes to the stricken colours, in order to prolong the engagement P
Shall not the exile rejoice that the sun dawns on his freedom· day P
Shall not the heir welcome his inheritance P the school-boy his home P
What! upon the threshold of immortal bliss, and not rejoice P the
enemy's ammunition well nigh exhausted-the cannon's roar ceasing, and
not be glad P About to see your best Friend face to face-to be with
Him and like Him for ever and ever-and be sorrowful P Beloved, we
are surprised! Yet we would excuse you; you have your connections,
your tender, your anxious ties. Ay, but He can take charge of-He can,
He will, succour them. Mark that dear expression, "Leave thy fatherless
children, and let thy widows trust in Me."
"Leave them-commit
them to Me, deposit them hi My hands." " 'Let thy widows trust in
• What a wonderful mercy for the Lord thus to tell out the secret intentions
of His heart! How rich !l. boon to a poor trembling soul, that has a thousand
fears the Lord is about to overwhelm him with trial. Oh, where, where can
we shelter, but in Himself and in His own Word?
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Me;' let them venture-cast themselves, poor, dejected, sorrowful, upon
Me." Oh! see, beloved, in ten thousand instances, how He guards,
and guides, and delivers the widow and the fatherless. Did He forsake
the poor widow and her bond-sons? or forget (though He did not in His
lifetime answer) the prayer of His serva.nt, the poor debtor? (2 Kings iv.).
Amidst the dreadful famine that prevailed around, how was it with the
poor woman of Zarephath and her son? Did not their case, their
nearness to the Lord's own direct promise, seem, as it were, to bring
Him to a point? Did He not immediately work deliverance, and a great
one, for her, her son, and for the Prophet? And how fared it with her,
who, in the days of our Lord, was about to bury her son, "her only
son" ? Was she forgotten of Him? Oh, no! nor shall yours. They are
folded up, many, many of them, in the bosom of His love; though as
yet you have no evidence of it, and al'e the subjects of a thousand fears
about them. Your stay in the wilderness, your tarrying in the tabernacle,
will not, if the Lord has otherwise designed, hasten the work-not a
tittle of it. His pm'poses must stand; He will do all His pleasure;
whether it be by your life or death. All is arranged in wisdom. and in
love too. You shall see it so; and, depend on it, the sooner He bl'ings
you quietly to repose in His hands, the sooner you will know what solid
peace is.
Those who have worldly trials in prospect--perhaps some very anxious
days in view-the same Lord alone can calm yoU!" troubled minds, dear
brethren. We desh'e, if the Lord will, that you and ourselves should be
led increasingly into a discovery that yoU!" cause is His also; yea, that
He is even far more interesood in what concerns you than you are yom'.
self. The Lord has the year before Him as well as you; He sees at a
glance its every vicissitude, and has marked out in the map of yom'
career every line of deliverance. The pathwa.y, however cloudy to you,
to Him is clearer than the mid-day sun; not a cloud, nor the least
particle of doubt or obscurity, rests upon His eternal mind. There is a
glorious certainty, and a most suitable timeliness, respecting your every
movement; and your happiest position, yom' most successful advances,
will be in a simple dependence upon the Lord, and a quiet waiting for
the daily, hourly unfolding of His will. We speak not of a stoical
indifference, nor a presumptuous indolence. The Lord's people have the
keenest susceptibility, and so far from vital godliness sanctioning laziness,
it has been well said, that if any of His fi1mily are shoe-blacks, they
will strive to be the best in the town. We would flee from a talkative,
indolent professor as we would from a serpent. The Lord's family have
such a tenderness of conscience, that the moment a torpid spirit is felt
creeping over them as to their worldly occupations, the words of Dr.
WATTS not unfrequently come to their recollection in a cautionary way" Satan finds some mischief still
For idle hands to do"a couplet intended for children, but quite as well adapted to those of
older growth. 80me of us know what it is to feel that we are on the
devil's ground the moment we are unoccupied. But what we intend to
caution our readers against is the opposite extreme-an over-anxiety;
a deceptive activity, which would l'un before the Lord, in contradistinction to the conduct of those of whom it is said, "He that believeth
shall not make haste." It is only the real children of God that can
understand this nice distinction; to the worldling or mere professor,
such advice will appear nonsense. The living family, however, expe·
limentally know the difference between their own movements and the
Lord's movements in and by them; the former are impelled by haste
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-and attended with disappointment; the latter with a patient tran0quillity, and followed by a blessed satisfaction.
May such be the movements of the Lord's dear family _this year,
both temporally and spiritually; temporally, ina.smuch as the times
al'e Clitical; spiritually. because the general aspect of the Church is
1lUch as to awaken a holy concern in every _true Israelite's breast. The
-enemy's procedure is rapid, and, at present, but little inten-upted. A
year or two more, and, if we are not greatly mistaken, our privilegell
will be direfully invaded.
Dear readers, accept these scattered thoughts. God bless you with
a happy, soul-prosperous year. If its close finds you still in the wilder11ess, it will be well; but if in glory-where the revolutions of time shall
have ceased-what a mercy!
" All your sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."
Yours, in Gospel bonds,
THE EDITOR,

~rDitsfant ~ta'On,
THE PRESENT PREMIER OI!' ENGLAND.
"IN bringing his electioneering campaign to a close at Wigan,
October 23rd, 1868," says Mr. SCOTI, in his pampWet entitled, "The
Jesuit Premier," "Mr. GLADSTONE, said;"I look, for one, to the Protestant people to put down Protestant
ascendancy, which pretends to seek its objects by doing homage to
religious truth, but, instead of consecrating politics, desecrates religion.
It is upon that system that we are banded together to make war; so
long as that system subsists, our covenant endures; for the prosecution
of that purpose, we seek your assistance; and because, although, as I
said early in these remarks, we have paid instalments to Ireland, the
mass of the people would not be worthy to be free, if they were
satisfied with instalments, or if they would be contented with anything
less than justice. We therefore aim at that destruction of ascendancy
which, though it has been crippled and curtailed by former measures,
yet still must be allowed to exist; it is still there, like a tall tree of
noxious growth, lifting its head to heaven, and darkening and poisoning the land as far as its shadows extend."
From the same pampWet we extract the following;"The Rev. W. W. JUBB, Independent minister, of Oldham, wrote
to the: Premier, on November, 1868, 'As there are some who might
be gained to the Liberal cause by an express statement from you, I
shall esteem it a great favour if you will send me a line to say
positively what you propose to do with the Roman Catholic and
Presbyterian grants.' To this Mr. GLADSTONE replied; 'Not only
my own declaration upon every occasion, but the resolution unanimously passed by the House of Commons, binds me in honour, as I
am bound in purpose and conviction, to propose that the Regium Donum
and the Maynooth grant should be wound up, and should cease with
the Church Establishment. Can words go further ~ ,,,
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Says the author of the pamphlet:" Maynooth was repudiated until Mr. GLADSTONE got into power, when
he endowed this Popish College with £360,000 taken from the Protestant Church of Ireland."
Here is a further extract:"Mr. GLAnsToNE writes books, supposed to be against Popery; but,
when he comes into power, places three Papists in office (Lord RIPON,.
Viceroy of India; Lord O'HAGAN, Lord Chancellor of Ireland; and
Lord KENMARE, Lord Chamberlain), and shows that Protestants must
never expect him to be sincere ;-that would be the most 'incomplete
and misleading' idea possible. The ecclesiastical appointments made by
Mr. GLADSTONE plainly show his Romish proclivities.
Cardinal
MANNING (says the author) is one of the Premier's most intimate
friends. He was one of the pall.bearers at Dr. PUSEY'S funeral at
Oxford, September 21st, 1882."

~

The writer of the pamphlet adds:" 'Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number
is Six hundred threescore and six.'
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The author adds : "The aim of the Premier is thus evident to any impartial mindhe deceives us with the false cries of 'justice' and 'morality,' and, at
the same time, he is perpetrating the grossest injustice by robbing us
of our Protestantism, and paving the way for the vilest immorality by
seducing and encouraging priests."
This, however, need not be wondered at, when, without doubt, all
that is done is by the approval and connivance of Rome. With authority from the Pope, and under the sanction of one of its well-known
tenets, "The end justifies the ,means," solid truth is ignored, and vital
principle out of the question. The most J esuitical practices may be
adopted and persevered in to the utmost extent. And this is the
state-this the condition-to which we are brought as a kingdom.
Our Constitution as a free and independent nation is at stake. The
British Throne is in imminent peril. We are upon the eve of sacrificing
every particle of the liberty and the freedom we have so long enjoyed,
and purchased, as it was, at so costly a price. Never did it behove
a people more earnestly to reiterate the, cry than now, "From
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the Pope of Rome and all his detestable enormities, good Lord,
deliver us."
We much regret that the pamphlet from which we have taken the
foregoing extracts, is out of print. We wish it could be re-issued, and
circulated to the tune of scores of thousands, so that the Jesuitical
character of those in authority should be proclaimed far and wide.
(J::r

Readers, we once more say-and that most emphatically-Watch!
MASS OR OOMMUNION ~
SERMON

BY

THE BISHOP OF SODOR AND MAN.

THE Bishop of Sodor and Man was the preacher recently, in
Trinity Ohurch, Finchley Road, Hampstead, at the sixth half-yearly
united service, in connection with the Hampstead and Kilburn Branch
of the Protestant Ohurchmen's Alliance. The Vicar (the Rev. H.
SHARPE) assisted at the service, which was well attended. The large
congregation listened very attentively to the Bishop's earnest exposition
on the words in Hebrews x. 10, "Once for all," the Greek adverb,
iepar.aI" thus translated being shown to indicate the finality, completeness, and perfection of the great Sacrifice, and thus to crown the
Apostle's argument against the sacerdotal proclivities of the Hebrew
Ohristians. At the first great Council at Jerusalem, the Gentile converts were relieved of the burden of ceremonial observance. The
Bishop traced the growth of Sacerdotalism through apostolic, primitive,
and medireval times, and considered that a careful study of this Epistle
was most important in these days, when men seemed to regard all
things as equally false and equally true. The late Bishop HAROLD
BROWNE, whose writings on the subject should be read in conjunction
with the Epistle, had said that" to believe in the repetition of Ohrist's
sacrifice is to believe in its imperfection"; but it would seem that Bishop.
LIGHTFOOT had proved and urged in vain that, above all, the Ohurch of
England has no sacerdotal system. The application of the Apostle's
argument to present day controversy was thus enforced:"My friends, with these thoughts in my mind, I venture (said the
Bishop) to ask you, which is the true test of English Churchmanship,
the view as regards the sacrifice on Oalvary, expressed in the language
of my text, 'Once for all,' or the view of the writers of thE1 Middle
Ages, and of the early service books, which speak of altars, sacrificing
priests, and sacrifices for the living and the dead ~ One thing is very
clear to my mind, and that is, you can only be Catholic and Apostolic
on this great question, as indeed in many others, in proportion as y?U
are Protestant as well. It is easy enough to call oneself a true Oathohc,
or any other name you please, and to find any number of medireval
writers to justify one in making such a claim on erroneous ground;
but I ask you, with the New Testament in your hands, and especially
with the Epistle to the Hebrews before you, which is most in harmony
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with inspired teaching-the view of the Church of England on the
finality of the sacrifice, or the views of the Church of Rome, no
matter by what euphemism it is called by professed members of our
Church ~ Long ago have I decided this question for myself, but I
hear and see things in the present day which lead me to the conclusion that the distinctive teaching of our Church in this respect is
either very much ignored or grievously misunderstood. When, for
example, I hear of men who call themselves good Churchmen above
all others, who announce the Holy Communion as the Mass, and
say, ' We give the people the Mass, the name will come by-and.
bye,' it strikes me that some haze as to distinctive Church of England
teaching on this p,aint must surround the minds of those who
take this view; or; again, when I see externals reintroduced into
the public worship of our Church which history justly associates
with the celebration of the Mass, it is hard to believe there is no
ulterior meaning, especially when those who affect them say there
is. Time· was, when the view of .the Church of Rome as to
the repetition of Christ's sacrifice was taught and symbolized in
the English Church. But, resolved to return to Catholic and
Apostolic purity-in short, to the teaching expressed in my text
-the Church of England swept out what was unscriptural in
doctrine, and with the doctrine went the symbolism and ceremonial
which had been associated with it; and certainly when we see these
things revived, it is hard to believe that they possess no doctrinal meaning. When it is said to-day, 'These externals have no doctrinal sign
contrary to the present teaching of the Church of Eogland,' we will
say no more than this-but we say it in the light of history-they used
to have; but as time goes on and these matters are better understood,
all will come at length to the bar of an enlightened public opinion.
The decision of the future may be this, that the formularies of the
National Church shall be so altered and widened as to include the most
flagrant contradictions, although even then men will be confronted with
the inspired truth, that two cannot walk together except they are
agreed; but, as our Church is constituted to-day, few of us, I think, can
doubt that its teaching as regards the finality of the sacrifice of Christ
is in closest harmony with the teaching of the passage from which I
have preached to you to-night, and all that I need further say are these
two things. First, let us who cannot see our way to mingle these two
systems be prepared, as the Hebrew Christians were told to be prepared, to bear reproach-for to be opposed to a proposal for unity,
even on a false basis, is always an unpopular thing. Next, and lastly,
let us see to it that we are evermore availing ourselves of the wondrous
privilege which the view we adopt implies. After all, our views are of
little personal blessing to ourselves, unless they lead us to yield ourselves to the great appeal which follows up my text, 'Having therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by
a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is to say, His flesh; and having an high priest over the
house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in the full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water."'-The Rock.
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THE MARVELLOUS CHANGE-FROM THE CROSS TO THE
CROVVN, IN A MOMENT!
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My EVER.DEAR FATHER,-I am staying here a few days with dear
Aunt. You know what a loss she has sustained in the death of her
dearly-loved sister, C. C., and I know you would like a few particulars.
She had been in failing health for some time, but said very little
about herself, fearing to give trouble to her loved ones, but Aunt, who
was watching her closely, saw little signs that made her feel very
anxious at times. They had many happy little visits away from home
together at Eastbourne, where they loved to attend Mr. Baxter's ministry.
For several years successively they went to the Clifton conferences, and
at Southsea their delight was to go to the Circus to hear Mr. MARTIN.
They were there this year, in August, and Aunt feared it would be the
last visit her dear one would ever pay, the difficulty of breathing, from
weakness of the heart, increased so much.
At the end of October she took a severe cold, which resulted in
bronchial asthma; this weakened her very much. She partially
recovered from this attack. In November there were some lovely
sunshiny days here-most unusual at this time of year j the dear one
went out for several short drives, and the air seemed to revive her.
But during the latter part of the month the difficulty of breathing
gradually increased.
It was always a special desire and longing with her that the dear
Lord would take her suddenly. How wonderfully the Lord deals with
His people! "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him," for
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him." On Sunday night dear Aunt went in to see her sister,
and found her reading the " Wayside Notes" for this month, in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "The Homeward Flight." "Who are these that
fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows ~" (Isaiah Ix. 7, 8.)
It is remarkable how exactly this piece describes dear C. C.'s experience.
Our timid dove-so retiring-but could find no rest in the world for
the sole of her foot. Neither could she feed upon its food, but hungered after the finest of the wheat. After she passed away, on the
Monday morning, Aunt found her mark left at page 786, where
"G. C." mentions the names of those who have been called home
this year, and says, "There are yet some weeks to the end of the
year, and doubtless others will fall in to the long line of 'doves'
who have arrived at the windows of heaven; and there will yet be
unlooked-for gaps in the Christmas gatherings of dear ones." The
dear one came down as usual to breakfast, and during the morning,
when speaking to the servant, she leaned back, and, in a few minutes
passed away. So another "dove" was gathered home.
The evening before, when speaking about doubts and fears, she
said, "The IJord said to Thomas, 'Blessed are they that have not
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seen, and yet have believed.''' She was indeed one of the timid
ones, but also an earnest seeker. Her hunger and thirst was so real
for the living Word. On saying good-night to her that last evening,
dear Aunt expressed a little anxiety about leaving her; very quietly,
and with great firmness, she said, "The Lord reigneth." That was
her farewell.
At Aunt's special wish, she was brought here on Thursday evening,
and the funeral took place on Friday, at Allington-that quiet, retired
little spot--a lovely churchyard-where dear C. O.'s father and mother
and dear uncle are resting, awaiting the resurrection morning.
What a year this has been to all of us. How many that we have
known and loved have been called home. There will be gaps indeed
in many homes this Ohristmastide; but, oh! how blessed to look
forward to the home-gathering, when those bitter partings and goings
down to the river's brink with one and another shall be over, and we
shall not have to return alone to take up life's burdens, for we, too,
shall be with those we love in the glory-land.
God grant not one may be found missing amongst those we love, is
the prayer of your loving daughter,
Grantham, December 14th, 1892.
E. E. ADAMS.
P.S.-Dear Aunt wishes me to add, would you please thank so many
of the correspondents and friends who have written to her, expressing
such kind sympathy in her present sad berAavement ~ would they
accept this as an acknowledgment of their kindness ~ She is, thank
God, wonderfully sustained, and has proved Him to be " a very present
help in trouble." Her great consolation is in thinking of the present
happiness and never-ending bliss of her dear one.
COMMENTS.

Having ourselves been laid aside, with the doctor in almost
daily attendance for upwards of a month, we feel the more deeply
the foregoing account of the removal of so old and valued a friend.
It seems to speak the more forcibly to one's-self, especially when
our much more advanced age is considered. How -little did we
apprehend, when the dear departed friend and her loved sister called
to take leave, on the 6th September, after their visit to Southsea, that
on the following day three months, she would be so gently, lovingly,
peacefully called home. An enviable dismissal indeed I-a marvellouslygracious transition! A glorious exit out of the time-and-troubled state
into a blissful, uninterrupted, never-ending eternity. It was in very
deed, a wondrous change !-" Absent from the body, present with- the
Lord! ,J We cannot contemplate the circumstances without adoring
wonder, praise, and thanksgiving, and take up the language of the
poet" Happy songster i
When shall we your choruB join ? "
Oh, what a mercy! the weary pilgrimage ended! every enemy
silenced-farewell, world, flesh, and devil-the Jordan crossed-the
blissful, the blessed, the divine home reached! The redeemed and
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glorified met, and now for ever with Jesus, in all His loveliness and
beauty, beholding Him face to face, never more to part, and the
,grand, hallelujah and endlessly-triumphant song begun.
We contemplate with grateful triumph the fact of what the dear
departed one has thus been permitted and privileged to realize. A.
leading feature in her character was meekness and simplicity. In her
last visit to Southsea, we thought we could trace increased interest,
and even a still greater attraction to divine things. There seemed such
drawing to experimental matters, and such an entering into the
,exercises connected with the daily warfare. Our mutual friend, the
Rev. J. C. MARTIN, tells us how she was favoured under the preached
Word. She was so indulged under it, that he said, "It seemed
to be the anointing for her burial;" and so it appears.
All would now seem to bespeak the preparatory process she was
undergoing for the blessed condition which awaited her. In contemplating these facts, dear reader, we are so deeply impressed with a sense
of the divine sovereignty of Jehovah. We were awoke this morning
with this Scripture instantly applied, "My counsel shall stand, and I
will do all My pleasure"; and truly such is the fact. "Who dare
,stay His hand 1 or say, What 'doest Thou 1" In regard to ourselves,
such has been our physical condition, and such the sensations at the
heart, that we have, on sumlry mornings during the past month, left
our bed in grave doubts of getting through the day, owing to the perfect
prostration and most thorough helplessness with which we have ventured
upon it; and many a letter comes to hand, penned by the writers in
a state of similar uncertainty. Take, for example, one from a very
old friend, of more than forty years' standing, that came by the same
post as the preceding account of the so sweetly-sudden removal of the
beloved "C. C."
I am still very poorly (says this dear friend, now in her eighty.sixth year),
but neTer expect to be better. Through God's mercy, love, and grace, I hope
shortly to go home, often looking forward with joy. I would it were
,always, but you know I have an enemy to contend with, who too often
tempts me to discourage the sweet hope of eternal life; but God, who
cannot lie, promised before the world began to give to His children
eternal life in Christ, His dear Son. The season is trying to weak ones.
We have lost many. Your precious sister and mine-for we loved as sisters
-was taken home before me, which we never thought likely; we were, I
believe, near the same age. I used to hear, through her, of most of your
dear family, having known personally most of them; now the link is broken.
I hope you will excuse thi, scribble; my sight has become very weak and
dim. I sometimes think I shall be blind, but it does not trouble me. One
thing I know, that, "Whereas I was blind, now I see." Is not this an
unspeakable mercy?
This dear friend refers to our late beloved sister, who, as our readers
are aware, was, for very many months, sorely afllicted. Her life truly
hung in the balance, so far as appearances went. During tllat period,
her departure often seemed imminent, and the writer of the letter just
quoted has, even for years, looked for her call home. How different,
then, the state of things, as contrasted with the so sudden summons of
the beloved " C. C."
Take another example, dear reader, in proof of Divine sovereignty
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A book came into our hands yesterday, entitled, 11 Memoir of Rev.
WATTS WILKINSON," whom, when we first settled in London, in the
year 1832, we used occasionally to hear on Sunday afternoons, but,
more particulary on the Tuesday mornings, at what was called the
co Golden Lecture." The volume is dedicated jointly to the Marquis of
CHOLMONDELEYand the late Earl RODEN. Singularly we find inscribed
on the fly-leaf the name, "SUSAN CAROLINE CHOLMONDELEY." So that
this identical copy belonged to the wife of the aforenamed Marquis of
CHOLMONDELEY; but here is the fact to which we wish to call attention:
at page 57 of the biography we meet with the following, in reference
to the veteran, then eighty-four years of age : About a fortnight before his death, he was heard to say, " I wish, I wish,"
and being asked for what he wished, he replied, "I was wishing to have
no wish. I have been very wrong, but I see my error now: I really feel
quite like a spoiled child. I have been so mercifully dealt with all my
life, and have had so many direct answers to prayer. Yes, I can testify
to that-the providential dealings of the Lord with me have been so
wonderful, that I thought I had only to pray for all I wished, and it would
be granted me; therefore I prayed earnestly, that I might not long
survive my beloved work, and that I might die in my sleep, and never
know the parting pang. I think I always did this with submission to the
will of God; but I was very wrong. I ought not to have marke~ out the
path. I should have left it all to His infinite wisdom! Therefol'e I
resign the wish, and pray to Him to do with me exactly as He sees fit.
Now, at the bottom of this page there is a footnote in the handwriting of the Countess of CHOLMONDELEY, which reads thus: 11 Was
not this the case with my beloved husband 1 He was enabled to
resign all his wish (alluding to dear WATTS WILKINSON'S remarks,
, I was wishing to have no wish '), and then it was mercifully granted
him. He attended Mr. W - - ' s for about twenty years or more."
The reader will doubtless wish to hear the issue. Well, here it is.
The biographer writes as followsAnd what was the result P He was peculiarly favoured in his last
moments; his prayer was heard, and literally answered. On the night but
one before his decease, he was overheard to say, "Christ is worth more
than ten thousand worlds." His mind being evidently in a very peaceful
and tranquil state, he observed, "I do desire to depa1·t! I do desi1'e to
depart!" On the following day, being very drowsy, he spoke but little,
and slept many hours in the evening without intermission, but was heard
to say, at one time,
"Oh, let me catch one glimpse of Thee,
Then drop into eternity!"
During the night his cough troubled him greatly, and, upon the remark
being made to him, "You have had a sad night," he replied, "It has been
a blessed night to me in many respects; hope, hope, that has been my
support."
Aftel' this he continued to sleep two 01' three hOUl'S, more or
less; but life was now ebbing fast away. One word more was heard from
him-he repeated three times, feebly, "Name, name, name"; and what
could have been in his mind but tha·t name, to which he had so often
borne witness, but which he had not power then to articulate; even that
"name which is above every name," beside which" there is no other given
among men whereby we can be saved" P A gentle slumber followed. An
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affectionate daughter stood watching beside him, and observed how
sweetly he appeared to sleep, how freely he breathed; in a few minutes
she thought the breath had ceased; she listened intensely, she could not
be mistaken, it was even so! He was" absent from the body, and present
with the Lord," even with that Saviour whom he had so ardently loved
and so faithfully served. Without a pang or sigh, or the least emotion,
the great, and to him most glorious, change took place, about eleven
o'clock on Monday, the fourteenth day of December, 1840.
A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE.
OUR dearly-loved son passed out of time on December 3rd, 1891, at
half-past ten a.m., after great suffering, and, I can truly say, without
a murmur. He had a long time of weakness, known only to the
Lord and to himself; he leaves a young wife and four young
children. Our great anxiety was about his never-dying soul, and our
petitions were ever to the Lord on his behalf; we hoped there were
secret desires towards the Lord, but could not get anything from
him. My first hope was from his liking the hymn, "l.Tis a point I
long to know," which gave me a little hope; his dear brother and
sister were satisfied that there was divine life in his heart. He had
been brought up from childhood under a faithful ministry. Our dear
pastor came to see him, and in prayer asked that he might _be helped
to cast all his burden upon the Great Burden-bearer. The Lord blessed
the word; he told us afterwards the trouble had all been taken away
from that time. His dear father, who was always with him, and
anxious, spoke to him about his soul, and said, '" It is appointed
unto men once to die, and after death the judgment.' My boy, where
shall you stand at that day, when all shall stand before the great
white throne ~ on what ground shall you stand ~ " He was silent, a
fit of coughing came on, after which his father added, "Is it on
Christ, on Christ alone ~ is it" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand"?
He said, "Yes, Dad, that's it, that's it." His father said, '" Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is JesuG
Christ.' Built there, nothing can 'separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus.''' His illness made rapid strides:
he was brought very low, and his breath seemed to cease; then
his cough became severe, and he seemed to come to life again.
His father said, "My boy, you have been near the borders of eternity,
how stands the case with you ~ " "Dad," he said, "I am not afraid
to die." "Then what is Jesus Christ to you now ~" said the father.
He replied, "The same as ever; all is bright beyond; the cloud has
passed away: I shall soon be home with Him." He was enabled to
part with all his loved ones, although he said it was a hard struggle,
but no word of repining came from him.
At another time I remarked, "Peter said, 'Lord, Thou knowest all
things; Thou knowest that I love Thee'; can you say so ~ " He
answered firmly, "I can, mother." We often heard him saying, "I
shall soon be up there. After a fit of very severe suffering, when
F
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we thought the end had come, he took the hand of his dear young
wife, and, on that bed of death, we heard what had never before
been heard by us. He prayed, although scarcely able to speak: "Lord
Jesus, hear my prayer. Thou art about to take me home; take care of
my dear wife and dear children; provide for them; keep them from
all evil: may they meet me in heaven: may they never want. Bless
my dear brothers and sisters, and all my dear friends; may we meet
in heaven. Lord, hear me, a poor sinner, for Jesus' sake."
When in very severe suffering, we heard him saying, "Lord, do
give me patience; help me to bear it." And often he repeated the
words, "Lord, come and take me home." vVhen nearly past the
power of speech, we could hear the murmuring of prayer. At the
close, he took the hands of wife, father, and mother, and held them
altogether, and said, "Good-by! good-by! may we meet in heaven."
After this he lay a few hours until all was ovar. Thus the Lord has
seen fit to take away our loved one, at the early age of thirty years,
but we sorrow not without hope. I truly felt upon looking on his
sufferings, it is a solemn thing to die, and I have a feeling that the
Lord may make his death the life to some.
R. STEWART.
THE GOSPEL; ITS FULNESS, ITS FREENESS, AND ITS
FRUITFULNESS.
MR. JAMES INSKIP, UPON THE QUESTION, "WHAT HAS BECOME OF
THE EVANGELICALS ~"
OUR attention has been called to a letter which appears in the Record,
of December 16th, from the pen of our old and highly-valued friend,
in reply to the above question, by the Rev. J. F. KITro. There is
so much truth and plain matter of fact in Mr. INSKIP'S reply to the
inquiry, that, had we space, we would gladly transfer it to these
pages. We must content ourselves, however, by a simple quotation or
two.
"Thirty years ago," says Mr. INSKIP, "the tone of the Evangelical
clergy had been for more than a generation distinctive, discriminating,
doctrinal, controversial, prayerful, and practical." "As a result," he
adds, "they were rewarded by such Evangelical men as Mr. KITTO
has described. He sadly asks, 'Are there no such men left as those
who stood by our fathers 1' "
Mr. INSKIP proceeds to say: "If the Holy Spirit is not to-day giving
the same blessing as He gave a generation ago, we are bound in
honesty to inquire whether the means then blessed have been abandoned by the clergy ~ Largely this has occurred. The ornate services,
the removal of distinctive marks (shall we say, landmarks 7), the in;discriminating style of preaching, the failure to show the unscriptural
character of sacerdotalism and sacramentarianism, the shrinking from
a full declaration of the Gospel of the grace of God, the entertainments
in place of religious meetings, the withdrawal from Protestant work
and testimony, and the condemnation of decided action in defence of
our nation's faith as 'discredited,' coupled with a palliation of
Ritualistic teaching, because there is much good in the teaching;-

...

.......

,

The Gospel Magazine.

-'

~
I

67

these and other indications of a change in the seed sown, must be
surely held to account for a change in the fruit also."
"But, then," continues Mr. INSKIP, "what is to be said of those
laymen who stand in the old paths ~ For the most part, they are
not wealthy people; certainly, too, they will not boast of what they
are doing." [We presume Mr. INSKIP here alludes to one who signed
himself " A Thankful Giver of £4,000 a-year." Qy. Is not the matter
of Matthew vi. 1-4 worth this gentleman's consideration 1] Well does
Mr. INSKIP ask, "How can we respond to an effort of Evangelical
principles, when the appeal is made by those who, in their episcopal
administration, directly contended such principles, not accidentally, but
of deliberate choice ~ "
Whilst lamenting the diverging from the old beaten track, upon the
part of the so-called Evangelical clergy, Mr. INSKIP states: "If the
modern idea of a model Evangelical is to prevail with the clergy, we can
only expect that Evangelicals will become extinct in the Church of
England. The invertebrate, undefined scheme of doctrine has never
marked revival, but has always indicated decadence. But (Mr. INSKIP
adds) I do not anticipate this utter destruction. Some witnesses are
left, and throughout the country they have a large circle of sympathetic
supporters, who are only desiring clergy of the old type before giving to
them the old support."
NOTE BY THE EDITOR.
The foregoing brings forcibly to our recollection a conversation held
by our late lamented and highly-esteemed friend and fellow-labourer,
the Rev. WILLIAJIf SAUNDERS, with one of the Bristol Incumbents.
Speaking upon the modern Evangelicalism to which reference is made in
the foregoing letter, Mr. SAUNDERS called special attention to the testimony of such men as TOPLADY, NEWTON, ROMAINE, and HAWKER.
" They wouldn't have a dozen people to hear them now," was the reply.
"Go, then, to St. Luke's, Bedminster," was the rejoinder, "where the
same doctrines are advocated." This advice was based upon the fact
that, without any of the so popular expedients resorted to in these days,
large congregations uniformly attended the church in question, the
attraction thereto being that of a simple, heartfelt, experimental testimony
of a full and free Gospel.
Under other circumstances, we should make no allusion to the fact;
but, as at our advanced age, and with much continually to remind us
that the closing up of our career is nigh at hand, and the rendering
an account of our stewardship awaits us, we feel called upon to make
the annexed statement. Our elder readers are aware of the state of
things as at the time prevailing, when we were first appointed to the
parish of St. Luke's. It was an ofi'cut from the mother parish of
Bedminster. Everything had to be done. With the exception of a
dame-school of about twenty children, no parochial appliances were in
operation beyond the mother church and national schools. Our first
step was a temporary wooden church, to accommodate seven hundred
people. There a simple service was adopted; the Gospel of the grace
of God was proclaimed, without any human adornment or creature
attraction. In some three or four weefs the place was so crowded,
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that an enlargement had to be effected, to seat nearly a thousand persons. The same simple course was continued in the permanent building.
But now mark; when the large school buildings were erected, a proposal was made, "Now, we must have concerts~" "No," was
our reply. "If you want more music, you must have another pastor."
" Penny readings," were suggested. " No," said we; "there's no
knowing where to stop in such cases." What was one of the first
delusions in the neighbourhood, with respect to the ministry of the
word ~ It was the so-called, "Service of Song," or part-singing, in the
sanctuary. We repudiated it from the first, regarding it as a compromise with the world, and an unscriptural method of adulterating the
truth, and adopting a human expedient for superseding the offence of
the cross ! Upon the same principle, we set our face against turning
the house of God into an agricultural or horticultural show. This we
regarded as opposed to the true spirit of the Gospel, and as unbecoming its advocates, in thus causing the church to serve the purpose
of music-halls.
Whilst, however, we state these facts, we may mention a remark
made by the late Canon GIRDLESTONE. The last time he preached at
St. Luke's, the service was closed by singing, "All hail the power of
Jesus' name." Such was the spirit and heartiness with which it was
sung, that, upon returning to the vestry, Canon GIRDLESTONE exclaimed,
" Magnificent!" Will not this suffice to prove the wish to encourage
congregational singing ~ For between ten and eleven years not a single
collection was made at St. Luke's Church, with the exception of the
times of administering the Lord's Supper. The current expenses of
the church, and the every cause that was advocated, were met by the
purely voluntary contributions of the congregation, as they passed the
fixed boxes at the entrance to the building. Upwards of £50,000
were obtained and expended in the Church, Schools, Vicarage, Mission
Hall, and endowments.
Maintained for some five-and-twenty years
as the large attendance at the church was, we contend there was
no human attraction whatever resorted to. The officiating minister
sought to pray the prayers, to r<lad the Sacred Word as a message
from on high, and, in his pulpit addresses, practically and experimentally and feelingly to meet the presumed wish and inquiry of
those in attendance, "Sirs, we would see Jesus!" The simple preaching of "Christ and Him crucified," was the object perpetually kept in
view. "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people," was a leading feature in
tl;1e preacher's commission, identified and perpetually associated with
the loving and earnest and ardent exhortation, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, and, to our
God, for He will abundantly pardon." Whether this was the tone of
the ministry at St. Luke's, during the period of which we speak, or
whether any of the ordinary and the popular appliances adopted in
these days were resorted to, we will leave those familiar with the
facts to state.
We repeat, that, but for vindicating the cause and the claims of the
Gospel, as proclaimed with a personal knowledge, with a realization of
its preciousness and' its power, with a hearty desire to answer the
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inquiry of poor sin-burdened and soul-awakened fellow-creatures, " Sirs,
what must we do to be saved 1" we would not have trespassed upon
the reader with any remarks or observations of our own. We have felt
that, under the circumstances, necessity is laid upon us. And we maintain, that wheresoever and whensoever it pleases the Holy Ghost to
prepare a messenger to go forth with His divine commission, and to
say to such an one, "Go, speak My words unto them, whether they
will hear, or whether they will forbear" ; "Go, preach the preaching
that I bid thee;" such shall never labour in vain, nor shall they require
any of the varied stratagems, creature devices, or compromising expedients now adopted, in order to make the pure, the free, the simple
Gospel of the grace of God "the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth." It is due to the power and preciousnes9 of the
Gospel to state that its simple proclamation with warmth and mellowness and heartfeltedness, has secured, and that invariably, a most
attentive hearing, wherever God 'in His providence, has been pleased
to lead us, during our lengthened ministry, nor have we resorted to
any vain fleshly means with a view of arresting such attention. The
simple Gospel has no need of these creature devices.
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
[A.lthough deeply regretting the illness (which we trust will prove
but temporary) of dear Mr. JOHNSON, we were most thankful to hear
of the improvement in dear Mr. ORMISTON'S health. May the Lord, of
His mercy, grant that it may be the first indication of the return of
such a measure of strength as shall enable our beloved brother to resume
his loved labours, and the Lord Himself shall have the praise due unto
His great and glorious Name !-ED.]

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I felt I must try and send you just a few
lines to say that the Lord, in His infinite mercy, privileged dear
Mr. ORMISTON to preach yesterday morning for the first time.
I can assure you it took us all by surprise, and the blessed effect
of his sermon, and the Lord's great goodness and mercy to us, melted
nearly all the congregation to tears. I remarked to Mr. PATfISON that
it was quite a miracle. His text was, Revelation ii. 25. He was
enabled to speak for twenty-five minutes, tolerably clear, and we were
so thankful to the Lord for the power He was pleased to convey to us,
His unworthy children. Oh, what mercy! oh, what love! oh, what an
answer to prayer! especially when we realize what poor worms we are;
and then to feel He heard and answered our poor petitions!
Dear Mr. JOHNSON is very ill with the shingles. Mr. ORMISTON
stated that he was quite laid up, and asked the prayers of the congregation on his behalf. We love his preaching very much. Oh, how
sweetly the Lord is pleased to lead him; and how the Spirit implanted
the blessed truths in his own heart. All the praise be to His blessed
name, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
With our united best love, we remain, yours truly,
Bedminster, December l!Jth, 1892.
E. and G. BRITTON.
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The Calvinistic Pulpit j containing Sermons by able Ministers of the
Gospel-past and present-both Ohurch and Dissent. Vo!' n., 1892.
.
London: Frederick Kirby.
IT was the saying of our dear and long-glorified mother, that she
loved, and that especially, to hear different ministers, in order to
trace" the diversity of gift, but the same Spirit." And how often has
one been struck with the varied way in which the same text has
been treated, and yet in perfect harmony with the whoie vein of
truth, and clearly bespeaking the impress of the Divine Teacher, God
the Holy Ghost. Mureover, in proof of the richness, the fulness, and
the blessedness embodied in the Sacred Word, how often has it been
found that the self-same minister will expound the self-same portion,
in ~ different, but, at the same time, in a perfectly scriptural way.
ThIS may well, so to speak, excuse a minister from taking a text
that he has preached from before, inasmuch as fresh light had been
thrown upon the passage. It was our custom to speak annually from
the text of what was called "our trial sermon," at as nearly the same
date each year as possible. We were struck with the remark of one
of our earliest and most constant hearers-one who has since been
called to her rest and her eternal home. Said she, "I have heard
you for more than five-and-twenty years preach from that text, and
yet the sermons were all different." Shall we tell you why, dear
reader ~ The text was, "Unto you therefore which believe He is
precious" j and there is not only that preciousness, but such a fulness,
such a blessedness, such a comprehensiveness, such an inexhaustibility in Jesus, as not merely to afford materials for ministers to
comment upon through the whole of the time-state of the Ohurch, but
to occupy the redeemed and glorified to contemplate to all eternity.
With the exception of a page or two, we have read these two
volumes of sermons throughout; and the unanimity and harmony,
coupled with the diversity of gift of which we have spoken, has been
most refreshing to meet with in the preachers, in their distinct
spheres of labour. This is as it ought to be-not the mere creature,
but Ohrist-not simply the messenger, but the blessed Master!
Ten Years of My Life in the Service of the Book Fund. Being a Grateful
Record of My Experience of the Lord's Ways, and Work, and Wages.
By Mrs. O. H. SPURGEON. Third Edition. Sixth Thousand. London:
Passmore and Alabaster.
To the thoughtful and observant mind it would be scarcely possible to
turn from the perusal of this remarkable book without, at least, the
thought, if not the ardent exclamation, "What hath God wrought! 'I
" This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." It is most
blessed-yea, so soul-refreshing and heart-cheering-to follow the work,
through stage after stage-chapter after chapter-year after year, and
see the gradual development, the daily unfolding, the ceaseless outflowing
and overflowing of this most blessed work, commenced as it was in
such a feeble way and by such a weak and frail instrument; but all
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the more clearly and fully and blessedly to set forth the handiwork of
our God I Well indeed may it cheer and animate and refresh and
encourage the weakest, the frailest, and the most feelingly unfit and
unqualified, to have such proof of the divine power and all-sufficiency,
so that the Lord's divine hand may be the more clearly seen and
acknowledged. Moreover, never let the fact be overlooked, that the
wisdom and the power and the faithfulness and the love of the Lord
are so blessedly to be traced in this very work, as so marked a meansso ready a proof-so decided an evidence that the Lord can soothesustain-support-under bitter anguish, sore grief, and intensity of
sorrow, in and by the very work to which He calls this and that
servant. For this we contend, in the person of the bereaved widow
of the late highly-privileged servant of God, C. H. SPURGEON. Her
work, or rather the Lord's work in and by her, so steadily sustains and
upholds, whilst it diverts and delights.

The Chunh: What It Is, and What It Is Not. A Sermon preached in
Trinity Church, Buxton, by the Rev. CONRAD S. GREEN, on February
28th, 1892. London: John Kensit.
MUCH as printed sermons, as a rule, are despised, and fail to secure a
demand, we perceive the work before us has reached its fourth edition
and is in its twelfth thousand; and, as far as its merite are concerned
-its clear, forcible, honest, and out-spoken declaration of truth-it is
worthy of being multiplied a hundredfold. It ought to be sent through
the length and breadth of the land, as both a protest and a proclamation: a protest against the abounding errors of the day; and a proclamation of truth, as embodied in the Liturgy and Articles of the
Church of England, founded and grounded upon the Sacred Word of
the adorable J ehovah.
The Ritualistic Conspiracy, ctnd the Duty of Protestant Churchmen with
1'egard to it. By A. W. BRENES. Fourth Edition. London: J. Kensit.
THIS able pamphlet is illustrated by a picture of Dr. KING (the assumed
Protestant Bishop of Lincoln, appointed by Mr. GLADSTONE), attended by
half-a-dozen of his clerical staff. One, with the episcopal staff in hand
looking very much the lackey, whilst his master, seated in the centre:
presents very much the appearance of some old fogey, dressed up for
the purpose of amusement at a children's Christmas or N ew Year's party.
To the right of the central figure is another old creature, proud, in his
dotage, of the dress he has assumed. The whole picture is a disgrace
to men who hypocritically profess the Protestant name for the sake of
the Protestant pay. Rome is their rightful place.
The Inquisition and Confessional of the Present Century. By the Author
of "English Convents," "Priestcraft," &c. London: J. Kensit.
ANOTHER work that calls for a careful reading and due consideration
at the present most critical crisis in our Church and nation. Be it
remembered that Mr. GLADSTONE has uniformly opposed the inspection
of these dens of iniquity, now so widely scattered through the length
and breadth of the United Kingdom. Prisons they are, and coverts
for the most atrocious of crimes, and the most iniquitous of acts.
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By F. R MEYER, RA., Author
of "The Present Tenses of the Blessed Life," "Christian Love,"
&c., &c. London: Morgan and Scott.
Moses, the Sm'vant of God. By F. R MEYER, RA., Author of
" Abraham; or, the Obedience of Faith," "Israel, a Prince with
.. God;"" Joseph ;" "Elijah; " &c., &c, London: Morgan and Scott.
IN scanning these works we cannot but be struck with the depth of
thought and the sweets blended with the sorrows and the sufferings
inseparable from a living Christianity, that run throughout its pages.
We presume not to endorse the every idea of the author; but we
cannot read these, or any of his works, without being impressed
with the belief that his testimony is hea?'tfelt; and this with us is a
weighty considim~tioil, when we contemplate the superficial profession
and the shams and pretensions with which the day abounds.
The Future Tenses of the Blessed Life.
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Faithful Sayings. . By THOMAS BRADBURY, Minister of the Grove
. Chapel, Camberwell. London: 12, De Crispigny Terrace, Denmark

Hill.
AND as they are faithful sayings, without doubt they will prove fruitfltl
sayings, for where the Holy Ghost teaches, it is for a loving and
gracious purpose. If He instructs and entrusts a messenger, it is His
divine intention to bless the message with which he is entrusted; and
the warlllth, power, and persuasiveness with which the message is
delivered is demonstrative sign and proof of the heartfelt teaching
and personal interest in the message with which the speaker is commissioned. This very warmth and heartfeltedness is the distinguishing
characteristic between the mere letter and the life-profession and possession-the nominal and the divine. Where the hem·t has been touched
by the Holy Ghost, the reader will find a sealing power and a sacredness
and savou?' in these Faithful Sayings.
Spurgeon's lllustmted Almana,ck, John Ploughman's Almanacl: jor 1893.

London: Passmore and Alabaster.
THAT the late beloved minister of the Metropolitan Tabernacle should
have himself prepared a portion of the contents of these Almanacks must
necessarily add, in no small degree, to their interest, and" at the
same time, prove the ceaseless energy and marvellous industry of the
beloved departed.
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The Jesuit Ex.Premier,. His Labour for the Re-establishment of Popery.

;.

By JOHN L. SCaTI'. Fifth Edition. London: F. Kirby.
THE present edition of this out-spoken pamphlet was issued prior to the
late election. Hence the title Ex-Premier. It is entitled to an attentive •
perusal, as lamentably confirmatory of the character and aims of the
present Prime Minister of England.
The City Diary. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge.
THE thirtieth year of this remarkable, comprehensive, and most useful
Diary. It is fraught with information of the most practical kind, and
well adapted for country as well a; town use.

THE LATE REV. HUGH McSORLEY, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Paul's, Tottcnham.
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