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FETCHED AND FILLED.
".And Elislza said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels,' borrow not a few."-2 KINGS iv. 3.

A NEW YEAR ! We make a fresh start, but mark you, on the
old lines. We must have no shunting on to a siding, or wandering
into a "by-path meadow." No, the Lord the Spirit helping us,
we will keep to the good old verities of Gospel truth. Our only
fresh start is in heart desire for renewed vigour, for further
steps in the walk of faith to the City of Zion.
Such a fresh start needs fresh supphes, and we shall have
them, because we need them. "My dear," said a fond mother
to her daughter, "you are going- a long journey, you must
take something uith you in your basket, 01' you will faint by the
way." So with the Christian, spiritually. There must be something in the basket, supplies for the heart-felt need, and we
shall get them in and from Christ's fulness, through the divine
communications of the Holy Ghost.
Now, thinking of such a needed supply for the New Year
in its fresh staTt, I had been lying awake for some time at
early dawn, praying the Lord to give me a .New Year's Portion
for myself and the dear people of God, with whom we are in
constant communication through these pages. I thought of one
portion and then another, but something seemed to say, No,
not this, and not the other. When presently" the voiee of the
BelO1:ed" Himself broke in upon my soul with power and
preciousness, with these words, "And he said, Go, borrow thee
vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels;
borrow not a few." We responded, "It is enough, Lord," and my
position seemed at once changed from the "I thought of" to
the " I give thee." And this is what we want more and more;
not our goings, but the Lm-d's givings; not our t/wughts, but His
truth. "My word shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
B
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accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I send it." Oh, this is what we want, the outgoing
of the Lord's word, then shall we get prosperity of soul.
Let us, then, in this spirit of creature nothingness and entire
dependance upon the Lord, dip into the divine teaching of the
portion He has given u~. "And he said, Go, borrow thee vessels
abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty 1.:essels; borrow not a
few."
Elisha, upon whom the mantle of Elijah had fallen, was a
plain man, but one highly favoured of God, and abundantly
honoured of Him. This is shown in the marvellous miracles
which, in the name, leading, and power of His covenant God, he
permitted him to work--namely, dividing the waters of Jordan
with Elijah's mantle; curing the unwholesome waters at Jericho;
supplying three armies with water in a time of great drought;
raising the widow's son; healing Naaman the leper, and putting
the leprosy on Gehazi; making the iron axe to swim; srniting the
Syrian army with blindness; and, in the case before us, entering
into the home life and distress of a poor widow woman, and
multiplying her pot of oil to a sufficiency to pay all her deb s,
deliver her from her bondage, sustain her for many days, and
causing her heart to rejoice in the Lord. The sequel is as
follows: "Now there cri.ed a certain woman of the wives of the
sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the
Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to
be bondmen. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for
thee? tell me, what hast thou ill the house? And she said,
Thine handmaid hath not anything in the house save a pot of
oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And "hen
thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon
thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt
set aside that which is full. So she went from him, and shut the
door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to
her; and she poured out. And it came to pass, when the ,essels
were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel.
And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil
stayed. 'fhen she came and told the man of God. And he said,
Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children
of the rest." At once we lsee surely that this narrative, like
hundreds more, contains the kCI'net of thc Gospel of the grace of
God in the nutshell of Old Testament teaching, and that it points
emphatically to the tender care of the Eternal Father, the redeeming grace of God the Son, and the work and power of the
Holy Spirit. Yes, the miracle of Elisha multiplying a widow's
pot of oil for payment of her husband's debt, is one fraught with
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spiritual teaching and divine truth; and, with this in view, notice
with us, .first, the condition of this poor woman. She was a widow,
helpless and in debt, without a farthing to pay, and the creditor
had come to take her two sons to be bondmen for her husband's
debt. Do we not see, beloved, that here is the result of the fall
and the requirements of the law, which demands in all severity,
"Pay me what thou owest"?
It is worthy of note, that while our blessed Lord in His
miracles on earth again and again healed maladies to which the
human body is heir, yet that the nature and character of such
but exhibited our spiritual condition through the fall of Adam,
our federal head. For instanoe, He cast out devils; and have we
not all, by the natural creation, the spirit of devils within, which
need casting out? He restored the blind and gave them sight.
Ah! we were all blind to the things of God in our unregenerate
state. He gave sight; and we saw the wonders of redeeming
blood, and could exclaim, "One thing I know, whereas I was
blind, now I see." He made the deaf to hear, the dumb to
speak, and the lame to walk. By nature we were deaf to the
charms of the Gospel, and dumb to speak a Saviour's praise; but
all was changed, the ears were unstopped and the heart was
opened to receive the glad tidings with great joy; and when we
realized forgiveness of sin, verily, we leaped as the hart, and
bounded forth with praises to our God. Again, He stilled the
tempest. Oh, how again and again, since we knew the Lord, have
we recognized His voice of love above the surging waves of trial
and care, saying, "Peace, be still, and there was a great calm." And
so we might go on to prove the pointing of our Lord in His
miracles to spiritual things-spiritual deliverance, spiritual healing.
And is it not the same with regard to the Old Testament
miracles? In the case before us, here was our .condition by
nature described, poor helpless debtors under the law, with
nothing to pay; and what did the poor thing do under such circumstances? Note it, beloved, " Now there cried a certain woman."
Ab! God the Spirit put a cry into our hearts when first we felt
our undone condition through the fall. Our way hedged up and
around us, there was yet the opening upwards to the throne of
grace. "In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my
God.. and He did hear my voice out of His temple, and my cry
did enter into His ears." Ah! dear reader, have you not realized
this? You did cry, and He heard, He delivered, He saved. And so it
was with this poor widow woman; and, if we trace the narrative
further, we shall see how such was brought about by Omnipotent
power and love.
We have spoken of the cry of this helpless one in her distress.
Her plea in order to enforce it is worthy of notice: " Thou
knowest that thy servant my husband did fear the Lord."
:B
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Most probably he was one of the seven thousand who bowed not
the knee to Baal. His poverty therefore was not the result of
ill living or practice, although it may have been brought about
through the persecution he endured for the truth's sake; but it
is a precious stand to take, and is· sure to gain the blessing of
the Lord. "My husband did fear the Lord." What a contrast
in the household where the inmates are given over to the
pleasures and vanities of this world, and there is no acknowledgment of a divine power; and where, on the other hand, the
household fear the Lord, reverence His Word, and are anxious to
walk in His ways.
And now, in tracing further this poor widow's candid confession
of her emptiness and poverty, let me ask, Does it not fit into
ours? "And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee?
tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine
handmaid hath not anything in the house, save a pot of oil." "Hath
not anything." Here we are again-our condition by nature
described. "Hath not anything." So then, unless a miracle is
worked for us, or some hidden friend, able and willing to help
UB, does not appear on the scene, we are most certainly lost.
"Oh," some say, "the days of miracles have long since cea8ed."
Well, all I know, dear reader (and I am sure you will join
me), is that we are this day miracles of God's sovereign grace
and mercy.
"As having nothing, I'll record
The riches Christ has given;
Possessing all things in my Lord,
I'll claim both earth and heaven."

Well, this poor helpless woman said she had nothing in the
house, save a pot qf 01:1. Now, little as this was it was a most
valuable thing, certainly the most valuable she had of all the
little things she possessed. Ah! so it is spiritually. "Oil" is an
emblem of grace, which flows from the fulness· of a. precious Christ,
through the divine channel of the Holy Ghost. Have you a little
of that oil, dear reader, and only a little? Have you grace in
small measure, and only in small measure? Have you a little
faith? and oh, you say, 80 little. Ah well, it is that which shall
be increased, especially when your helplessness is fully felt, and
your emptiness fully realized. "Thy servant hath not anything in
the house, save a pot of oil," but, blessed be God, it is a vessel of
mercy, it is the oil of the Spirit. She had parted with all her
household goods in her poverty, but she had not parted with this.
Oh, no! grace divine is that we shall cling to. We cannot part
with a thing so precious. We have felt it. It has engendered
love to Christ. It has been as a spring within, rejoicing the heart,
and bringing peaoe and salvation. We can never part from our
remembranoe of the Lord's gracious dealings with us, even though
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we are brought very, very low in fact and feeling. Thy servant
hath nothing in the house, "save a pot 0/ oil." Blessed be God
for that "pot of oil." "Then said Elisha, Go borrow thee vessels
abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a
few." We cannot help thinking that this language on the part of
God's servant was the language of prophecy, and betokened that a
large supply of the oil of the Spirit should be poured out upon
the Church of God, that both the elect vessels of mercy among
the Jews and the chosen vessels of grace among the Gentiles
should be filled with the oil of the Spirit. "Go, borrow thee vessels
abroad of all thy neighbours. even empty vessels; borrow not a
few." Mark, they must be empty t1essels. Our Lord came not into
this world to save the righteous but sinners, and they who feel
in their poverty and nothingness to be so.
What a significant and telling word is that word "empty,"
and how it describes our condition, even after we have realized
in some measure divine things. We feel as empty as ever.
"Shaken out and emptied," as the Prophet says. And this is
the Holy Spirit's work, that we may fe'el our need and nothingness, our entire dependance upon the bounty and blessing of the
Lord. " Empty." Having nothing-without anything to carryignorant-devoid of even jeelin,g: and is it not so, beloved, oft-times
in our experience? and, like David, the reiterated cry of our hearts
is, " Quicken us, quicken us, 0 God." And so it is in the case before
us, so replete with. divine teaching. The Prophet Seems to
emphasize the word empty. "Go, borrow (or fetch) empty vessels":
they must be drained of all dregs to receive the pure oil of the
Spirit of God. Are we bringing with us the dregs of creature
righteousness and self-sufficiency-anything of man's work? We
must be emptied to receive the blessings of salvation. "Go, borrow
vessels; borrow not a few." Does it not strike you, dear reader,
that this is a marvellous instance of faith upon the part of this
poor widow? She might have said, "No, indeed, my neighbours
are not over friendly with me, nor I with them. I do not care
to be under obligation to my neighbours." Or she might have
argued, "What folly to borrow empty 'Cessels. Why, I am empty
enough myself. My cottage is empty, my cupboard is empty;
why add to my already felt helplessness and emptiness?" But
no, she went unhesitatingly at Elisha's command; she did as she
was hidden, and gained the reward of her faith. Oh, what a
lesson for us! obedience to the command from on high, and leave
the consequences to our God.
How often personally do I find myself deploring that my faith
is so feeble, so hesitating; that I do not trust my God as
implicitly as I ought, and that, too, even in the little things of
life. A little thing seems to shake my faith. Lord, forgive me, and
increase my faith. I write in this matter personally, hoping and
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feeling it must surely be that the reader has more faith than
the writer.
And then how precious are the words of the Prophet to
the widow when she had collected the empty vessels: "Pou/'
out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is
fuil." Ah! this blessed, hallowed pouring out into the empty
vessel! We do know what it is, and it shall go on "till the
vessel is full." Oh, how sweet is this pouring out! it is surely
emblematical of the promise of the Lord to His people, that He
will pour out His Spirit upon them. And this is our need,
beloved; the living Ohurch wants it, the ministers of the
Gospel want it, the Lord's scribes need it, the household of
faith require it, and, personally, in our souls we crave it.
May the Lord at the opening of this year give us of His Spirit
in rich abundance. The Fountain is full; Ohrist in Himself
Gracio~s Spirit, pour out of His
is a never-failing supply.
fulness grace upon grace to us, and still He will be ever full.
And speaking of the overflowing fulness that is in Ohrist,
with such a knowledge, oh,' should we not, beloved, weak, poor,
and empty as we are, yet b1'ing big bowls for big bkssings? Dear
O. H. SPURGEON illustrates exactly what we mean. He said on one
occasion: "I am told that in olden times on Ohristmas day it
was the custom in country villages for the squire always to fill
with good things whatever vessels the poor people brought to
the Hall, that they might have a Ohristmas dinner. It was
strange how big the basins grew year after year. Whenever the
man came round with the crockery cart, every good housewife
would look over the stock, to see if there was not a still larger
basin. It was the rule that the squire's servants should fill the
bowl, whatever size it was; thus the bowls grew bigge?' and bigger.
Oh, my dear friends (the man of God adds), God will fill your
bowl, however large it is. Get as big a bowl as you can, and
when you bring it, if ever there comes a whisper in your ear,
'Now you have presumed upon God's benevolence, you have
brought too big a bowl,' smile at yourself and say, 'This is as
nothing to His overflowing fulness.'" Dear reader, remember to
take with you to the Lord's fulness a big vessel. This is in
keeping with the couplet" Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring";

and, with our portion, "Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few." We want
others as well as ourselves to realize the Gospel of the grace of
God; and the Lord's people rejoice with their Lord, when an
empty and elect vessel of mercy is brought to Him to receive of
Ris fulness, according to covenant promise.
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Well, the vessels thus fetched were now to be jilled.
The
door must be shut. The outside world can know nothing of the
divine process and filling of covenant love. So, according to the
command, "She went from him, and shut the door upon her
and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured
out. And it came to pass, that she said unto her son, Bring me
yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more.
And the oil stayed. And she came and told the man of God.
And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou
and thy children of the rest." The right number of vessels
fetched, every vessel filled, her debt paid, and divine sustenance
granted for many days. And thi~ brings us to the lesson of love
we desire to learn at this time. In the year that has for ever
passed how many loved ones, known and unknown, have reached
their eternal home. With them the oil is stayed. But, in the
infinite goodness of our God, we still remain. And shall we not
go forward under the promise of multipliedmercia for times of need?
It is interesting and profitable to notioe how the Lord of glory
multiplied His blessings to His own in varied ways, testifying
that He was their Jehorah-Jireh-" The Lord who will provide."
For instance: The manna u'as multiplied in the wilderness; "He
that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little
had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating."
At the marriage supper in Cana of Galilee the uine was multiplied;
"And there were set there six waterpots of stone, containing two
firkins apiece. And Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with
water. And they filled them up to the brim." And the water that
was made wine was borne to the governor of the feast. All were
satisfied and astonished. The bread was multiplied; "And they
did all eat, and were filled; and they took up of the fragments
that remained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were
about five thousand men, beside women and children." The
water ~cas muttip1Jied: "But whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life." The fishes uere multiplied; "They cast therefore on the right side of the ship at the Lord's bidding, and
now they were not able to draw the net for the multitude of
fishes."
Tile grace of God is multiplied. As the Apostle Peter said to his
brethren in Christ: " Grace and peace be multiplied unto you
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord." In a
word, J ehovah's uonders are multiplied to His people: "And
the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you,
that My wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt." And,
in the instance contemplated, the oil was multiplied till every
vessel was filled. And what does all this show us but that the
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Lord will multiply His mercies to His people till grace is consummated in glory in their experience? Yes, the manna of divine
sustenance shall be granted them throughout their wilderness
journey to the promised land; the wine of divine comfort and
consolation in the Gospel of Christ sb all be the ccnstant cordial
for their drooping spirits; the bread of life shall sustain them all
their journey through, and the water of life shall refresh them
in all their weariness by the way. The depths of the ocean of
eternal life shall minister to their necessities ; grace shall be given
for every day's need. Wonder upon wonder shall display God's
goodness to them, and the oil of the Spirit shall not be stayed
till they exchange earth for heaven. Are not these clustered
facts enough to cheer us in entering into the untrodden steps of
2nother year? and does not Paul's assurance ring in our ears and
melt our hearts, "My God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"?
" Though in ourselves we have no stock,
The Lord is nigh to save;
His door flies open when we knock,
And 'tis but ask and have."

Beloved, may you and I realize such aNew Year's blessing
as David rejoiced in with hallowed confidence, "But my horn
shalt Thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn: I shall be
anointed with fresh oil."
THE EDITOR.
A STRENGTH TO THE POOR.
(ISAIAH xxv. 4;
THE Lord is a Strength to the poor,
A Shade from the pitiless heat;
His covenant mercies are sure,
Though darkness is under His
feet.
His counsels are settled of old,
His work is fol' ever complete;
The blind shall His glory behold,
Though darkness is under His
feet.

The halt and the lame He will bring;
For who shall His purpose defeat?
All heaven with His praises shall
ring,
.
Though darkness is under His feet.

Scarborough.

xviii. 9.)
Poor trembler! in want and distress
Oh, dread not the foes you may

PSALM

meet;

The poor He will strengthen and
bless,
Though darkness is under His feet.
Though strange and mysterious His
ways,
Each bitter with love is replete;
They work for His infinite praise,
Though darkness is under His feet.
And when in His presence we bowFor ever, and ever complete,No veil shall o'ershadow His brow,
No darkness be under His feet.

W. S.

ROBINsON.

OUR ~avi?ur was a Preacher and Pattern of humility: He did so
admire It, that He set them on the highest form that had the lowest
hearts.

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

9

THE CALM, THE CONFLICT, AND THE CROWN.
THE CALM,-" Happy is he that hath the God of Jaoob for his help,
whose hope is in the Lord his God."-PSALM xlvi. 5.
THE UONFLICT.-" Put on the whole armour of God."-EpHESIANS vi. 11.
THE CROWN.-" Henceforth there is laid up for me a CTown of Tighteausness."-2 TIMOTHY iv. 8.
The Calm. A desire has come over me in connection with the
opening of another year that I believe is of the Lord. It is this,
that both reader and writer may commence it happy in the Lord.
Yes, happy in the Lord: and why not ~ It is a love desire, and one
upon which there are many grounds for its experience laid down in
the Sacred Scriptures. " Ah !" but you say, <! If you only knew my
misery, and wretchedness, and emptiness, and sinfulness! how can I
be happy in the Lo1'd?" Oh, we know enough of all this catalogue of
evils and miseries, but we want to be lifted out and above them all,
and we still adhere to our desire. We want to be happy in the Lord.
We have referred to reasons why we should be so; and, perhaps,
while we examine a few, the gracious Spirit and divine Lifcer-up of
the head and heart will grant us a little sunshine on our pathway,
and give us a little Gospel cheer. Well, the first ground of happiness
we will refer to we have in the first passage which heads our "Notes."
It isThe unchangeable charade1' of our covenant God. "Happy is he that
hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his
God." Just so. Blessedly true! The man that grasps J ehovah, has a
covenant God, and whose hope and help is in Him, will be a happy
man. I have been much struck with the expression (1 Chronicles
xvii. 24), "The Lord of hosts is the God OF Israel, even a God
fO Israel."
Yes, it is so. He is not merely the God of Israel in
all the aspects of His great and glorious character, but a God to Israel,
His spiritual people, in all the manifestations of His love and favour;
and David seemed to realize this in his reiterated exclamation before
Him and to Him, "0 Lord," "0 Lord," "0 Lord." This shows
a blessed negociation and nearness, a holy yet humble familiarity with
the God of his salvation. vVe sometimes say, Oh, the name of such
and such a 10veJ one is a household word with us. The name of
our God and Saviour is a household word in the Lord's living family.
"Now therefore," says David, upon the ground we have referred to" Now therefore let it please Thee to bless the house of Thy servant, that
it may be before Thee for ever: for Thou blessest, 0 Lord, and it shall
be blessed for ever." Whom the Lord blesses is indeed blest for ever;
and it is the grasp by faith of such a fact, in heart-felt experience,
that makes us happy in the Lord.
But our passage calls Him" the God of Jacob "-a covenant God'Dot a God of confusion,' so that, in looking to Him, I am not as one
that" beateth the air." Oh, no, but a God of plan and purpose and
power; and in looking to Him my faith grasps at certainties: and
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this is the way we get great happiness, in the contemplation of thecharacter of our God. The God of Israel, in all the loftiness of His
greatness and glory, yet a God to Israel, for He stoops in sovereign
grace and mercy, and administers to their every need. Why should
I not be happy in Him ~
But another source of happiness is the consciousness that we are
blest of the Lord. "Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee ~ "
(Deut. xxxiii. 29.) Who indeed ~ Chosen in Christ from all eternity;
called of God, and saved; blest with all spiritual blessings in Christ
Jesus, with the joy in anticipation of dwellil1g in His presence for
ever; why should I not be happy in the Lord? Why should I not
take my harp from the willows, and sing praises unto my God?
But another ground for happiness is, that we have been fonnd of
Christ, and have fmnd Him. "Happy is the man who findeth 'Vii:dom"
(Prov. iii. 13), that is, Christ, the All-wise One. Oh, dear reader,
you and I have not been left in an ungodly world to perish; nay,
poor silly wanderers as we are, our Shepherd King came to seek and
to save His lost sheep. And"He found us ruined in the fall,
Yet loved us notwithstanding all;
He saved us from our low estate,
His loving-kindness, oh how great!"
Can we think of the spot, the way, the time when grace met an d
melted us, without a feeling of intense happiness and gratitude coming
over us ~ Was it not, beloved, the reality of a revelation realized,
although it may be impossible to relate it in all its meILing effects 1
All we know is, we found Christ; our eyes were opened to behold
Him, our arms of faith were outstretched to cling to Him, and our
heart was opened to receive Him in love; while our tongue was unloosed, at all events, to say to Him, if we could not to a fellow
creature, "Yes, my Beloved is mine, and I am His."
Another source of happiness will be, v)(~lking in God's u'ays and in
obedience to His will. "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye
do them II (John xiii. 17). What things ~ Ah! the dear Master had
washed His disciples' feet, in token of His submission to the will of
His Father and servitude to His Church; and He adds, "If I then,
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought tu
wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example that ye
should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The servant is -not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are
ye if ye do them." Ob, is not this true ~ Is there not a joy and
happiness in the walking in the ways of the Lord-following in His.
footsteps-treading the pathway of humility, and living for the
extension and glory of His dear N ame ~ Idle moments were
unknown in the experience of the Master, they may well be so in
ours. Life is but a little span. May the talk and the testimony be
of Him; that man is a happy man who is living for Christ.
Then there is another source of happiness we cannot forget, namely,
communion with Jesus, springing from a heartfelt 1tnion with Him. Oh>
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how supremely happy it makes us when we gain moments with our
Best Beloved, when alone we talk with Him as one talketh to a
friend-when doubts and fears all Ior a time recede, while we enjoy
fellowship with Him! Blessedly did those words come to me in a
recent night watch, "His mouth is most sweet?" "Yes!" I exclaimed..
"Yes, indeed! He melts my poor soul with the words of His love;
He breaks my heart with the tenderness of mercy; He reassures me
with some precious promise. It seems to come direct from Him..
'His mouth is most sweet.'"
" Infusing life divine by quickening grace;
In doctrines, precepts, promises divine,
Eternal verities-the food of soulsSuperlatively sweet is Jesus' mouth."
And what I do love so, are those little droppings of divine grace,.
and communications of a :Saviour's love, in busy moments of the day.
How often do such bring the tear of joy, which rolls down the
cheek, to be hastily brushed away, as one for the moment thinks of
the eternal home of rest and glory. We love, we say, such little
inlets from the throne of grace. But this reminds us that many
years ago we wrote an article for this Magazine entitled, "Droppings,"
when we received a letter of stern rebuke from a clergyman,
declaring such a view as absurd, and there was no such a thing
as the "dmppings" I had then described. Ah, well! I have had
many, many such since my admonisher thought well to pull me
up, and, blessed be God, this very day such "droppings" have
melted my soul, and brought out' of my heart an intensity ~f
love to Jesus better named than described. I love the" droppzngs
of divine grace, and crave more of such; they make me forget, for
the time, the worries of the way; or, if not forget, at all events, to
lift me above them, to higher and brighter joys.
But another source of happiness to the Christian is a heart-felt sense
that the Lord is his hope and his help,. and this is brought out al~o
in our portion, "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for hIS
help, whose hope is in the Lord his God." Can you go with us, dear
reader, in the following little bit of soul experience ~ My spirit ,;as
in heaviness through a worrying trial, and the enemy was watchmg
for my fall. I looked upon my right hand and upon my left. One
said, '\Oh, you do this thing," and another advised something directly
contrary. I became sick to death of one's own deadly doings. Others
shunned me, and said I had brought it all on myself through my
peculiar views, and they would not know me. I had no place to flee
unto, and no man cared for my soul. What could I do ~ yea, what did
I do 1 I cried unto the Lord, and said, "Thou art my hope and my
portion in the land of the living." The spell was broken. I cared
not for consequences j I felt the Lord would make a way of escape;
and He did, in His own best and blessed way; He brought my soul
out of prison to give thanks unto His name. He is my hope and my
help, and never will He fail those that put their trust in Him.
.But we must now sum up briefly these sounes of happiness to the
child of God, and come down to the warfare by the way. We have
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,seen how the realization of the unchangeable character of our God
makes one happy in the Lord. So, again, the consciousness that we
are living under His divine favour, and that we have found Him and
have been found of Him. Further, that walking in His ways and in
·obedience to His will, brings soul happiness and peace, especially when
in that walk of faith we get hallowed communion with Him whose
.H mouth
is most sweet "; and, lastly, the fact that the Lord is our
hope and our help. Such are only a few sources which bring joy to the
heart of the believer in Christ. But, as we have said, we must now
come down in our contemplation. Yes, come down from the hills of
joy and the mountains of delight, to the mists and possibly the miseries
of the way-come down from the upper court of presentation to the
King of kings, and pass into the crowd of earLhly C<lre and workcome down from commmunion with Saviour and saint, to stand against
-the ways of the world and the wiles of the devil.
Dear BUNYAN exactly describes what I mean. Christian had passed
safely by the lions that had so frightened Mistrust and Timorous, and
now he comes to a stately palace by the highway, the name of which
was Beautiful. After many forebodings, he knocks at the lodge gate.
The porter, wh08e name was Watchful, asked him who he was, and
where be was going ~ and he replies, "My name is Christian; it was
at first Graceless. I have come from the City of Destruction, and am
on my way to Mount Zion; and being weary and benighted, I am
seeking a lodging for the night." The porter calls a grave and beautiful damsel, named Discretion, who, after' some further conversation,
leads him to the three Graces in the house, Prudence, Piety, and Charity.
They draw from him all about his wanderings, and he tells them all
the tale of his deliverance, and his falls and failings by the way.
Oh, how delightful and precious is their converse! They lead him to
the supper-room-spread for him some needed provision-talk sweetly
with him-and, after committing themselves to their Lord for protection, left him to rest in a large upper chamber, whose window opened
towards the sunrising. Refreshed from his calm repose, he wakes in
.the morning to sing praises unto his God; after which his loving and
lovely hosts show him the rarities of the place, and not merely the
rarities, but the Records, which were of great antiquity, and told him
of the pedigree of the Lord of the hill, and that he was the Son of
the Ancient of Days, and came by an eternal generation. Then they
read him such precious things from the blessed Book that he was full
of solace and joy. And then, after other precious things were shown
Christian, the three Graces persuaded him to stay a day longer in
"' the Beautiful House," in order, if it were clear, to bid him view the
.H Delectable Mountains," which, they said, would yet further add to his
-comfort, because they were nearer the desired haven than the place
where at present he was. Oh, what a joyous time it was with him!
and we get such a time, beloved, when the Lord gives us an insight
into the treasures of His house, and makes our hearts bound and
burn within us "as He talks with us by the way." And, as we have
.said, we must come down from our mount of joy to deal with the
!realities of the pilgrim way; and this brings us to our second
point-
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The Conflwt. "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may ,be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual"
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour
of God." So then we go into the Armoury Room, where Christian was
shown all manner of furniture which the Lord had provided for pilgrims, as Sword, Shield, Helmet, Breastplate, All-prayer, and Shoes
that would not wear out. "And here there was enough harness out
for as many men, for the service of their Lord, as there be stars inthe heaven for multitude."
Now, dear reader, we purpose, in thought, staying with you in this
Armoury Room for a time, and we will take up one by one of these
various pieces of armour and examine them, that we may see their value
and importance in the warfare by the way. We will, too, take them in
the order as given by the Apostle Paul, in connection with the passage
that has arrested our attention.
But observe at the onset, that, before the soldier of the cross can wear
a single piece of the Christian armour, the under-gannents must be clean ,hence the first thing the Apostle says is, "Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth." And this, to my mind, preaches two
things: (1) The doctrine of the Fall; and (2) the need of the sanctifying
and cleansing operation of the Holy Ghost. God's armour can never be
put upon man's pollution. He must be stripped of all filthiness, and
clothed with the garments of salvation j the loins must be girt about with
truth, not error; and the truth he will learn is, that in and of himself
he is an undone sinner, and that the cleansing of the Holy Spirit must
be effected in power and mercy ere he puts on the armour of God, or is
fit to go into the fight of faith against strong enemies. "Casting aside the
weights which do so easily beset "-that is, girding up the loins with
truth-" let us run with patience the race set before us, looking unto
Jesus," unto Him who is all our salvation. It is said of those who stand
before the throne that they had "washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb." Thus had their God prepared them
for the fight, and brought them to the victory. And mark the expression,
"Your loins girt about with truth." "If the truth make you free, ye
shall be free indeed "-free to walk, free to run, free to fight.
Well then, coming more immediately to "the furniture," as JOHN
BUNYAN calls it, the first piece we take up is, "The breastplate of
righteousness." This is, of course, not referring here to the brea,;tplate
of the High Priest, but that which the soldier of the cross must wear
as an important part of his defensive armour. It is worthy of notice,
that the Captain of our salvation is said to have worn the same
armour as the Apostle Paul bids His followers put on. For instance,
Isaiah lix. 17, "For He put on righteousness as a b1'eastplate, and an
helmet of salvation on His head." And we know that, in His temptation, He used the sword of the Spirit against the devil: "It is written."
"' It is written." What an honour, beloved, to the soldier of the cross
to wear similar armour to that worn by the Captain of his salvation I
But a word or two upon this "breastplate of righteousness." Ah!
what about this ?·ighternr.sness 7 Well, it is quite certain it cannot be
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-of the creature, for our righteousness is compared to "filthy rags" :
they can be no defence; indeed, it is quite certain that the first gunshot of the enemy would shiver them to ribbons. Those poor benighted
-ones who are trusting to such a righteousness, I pity them, and would
not stand in their shoes for the warfare for all the world calls good
and great. Where then are we to look for this righteousness 1 Ah!
only to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is emphatically called, "The Lord
our Righteousness." And in a few verses after it is said of the Church,
"' And she shall be called, The Lorcl ou?' Righte01bsness"; that is, as it is
imputed to her in her standing in Christ. Oh, holV I love those
precious lines to the point"Righteousness within thee rooted,
May appeal' to take thy part,
But let righteousness imputed
Be the breastplate of my heart."
It is this righteousness that repels the accusations and charges of
Satan. Let him say what he likes of us, and point to our sinfulness
as worthy of condemnation. We know it-we feel it-but we point
him to the breastplate of our righteousnes, the imputed righteousness
of Christ.
But now we take up, by the Apostle's direction, O1br shoes, which W~
shall find suitable and safe. "The feet shod with the preparation of the
Gospel of peace." "Shod," to bind under, as sandals under the feet.
Our blessed Lord made such a point of this with the twelve, in sending
them forth by "two and two" to contend with unclean spirits. They
were to take nothing for their journey, " save a staff only; no scrip, no
bread, no money in their purse: but be shod with sandals; and not
put on two coats" (Mark vi. 7-9). All this tells the will of their God,
that their reliance and trust should be not in the creature or in creature
comforts, but in Himself, for He would supply their every need in the
warfare.
At another place we are told of being shod in a different way: "Thy
-shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy day thy strength shall be."
Now, what we learn by this is surely the fact of adaptation. Have we to
tread the hot sands of toil and care, and press onwards in the dusty
pathway of life 1 The Gospel of peace is to be our sandal, adapted to the
-condition and the clime : but have we to tread down the briars and
thorns of the journey, often so thickly growing 1 the Gospel of peace
will enable us to do so. Another word also rises out from our being
" shod with the Gospel of peace," namely, preparation. A solid know:
ledge of the Gospel will prepare the soldier of the cross to face the
enemy. And how we feel this, beloved, when on a favoured' Sabbath
Day, some dear man of God has preached preciously and with power;
how the savour of the Gospel of peace rests on our souls as we face
the. Monday-morning difficulties of the pathway.
A.nd yet a third
word rises up in connection with being thus shod, namely, proclamation.
If we are" shod with the Gospel of peace," we want to proclaim its
blessedness to others. The Word often bubbles up, and we cannot hold
-our peace, but out of the abundance of the heart, either by pen or
mouth, are constrained
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... To tell to others that surround
What a dear Saviour we have found."

We rejoice, then, to be " shod with the Gospel of peace," as we see
in it adaptation, prepamtion, and proclamation.

III

Now, such being "shod with the Gospel of peace" prepares us for
the day's march nearer home. I had proof of this to-day. A worrying difficulty arose, and I found myself fidgeting and fretting, when a
voice seemed to come, "How about being 'shod with the Gospel of
peace ' ~" and at once it calmed me, and I said within myself, "Oh,
what does it all matter! A few more steps in life's rough way, and
I shall be home, yes-at rest, and perfect peace." I felt the preciousness of being thus shod. Do not let us forget our "sandals" and
attempt to walk baTefootecl. Human calculations are as thorns in the
foot. God's providing, God's promises, and God's protection are as the
Gospel of peace to our souls in our daily walk.
And while we speak of the conflict, we sometimes think that this
word conflict only applies to the open battle-field, but we shall find
we have secretly and inwardly to contend with the wiles of the devil
and his unholy craft, and the conflict will be with foes in our daily
course, in every-day life. Thousands of opposing imps are secreted
among the hills, and firing upon us unawares from their holes and
corners. This makes life a strife, in which the child of God has
conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil, and in multitudes of
things in which we suffer opposition and wounding; yet at the close
of each day we have to declare how our God has brought us through,
upheld, and even made our righteousness to shine forth as the noonday before our enemies.
And now we take up another weapon, "The shield of faith," which
the Apostle implies is so important in the warfare that he says,
"Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." Personally, I feel this so
essential, that I am sure if I take to myself the admonition of our
Saviour once a day, I do, as things crop up, apply it twenty times a day.
"0 thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt ~ " Doubting this
and fearing the other, yet brought through, and eompelled to put up
before the Lord this twofold cry, "Lord, forgive me; Lord, increase
my faith."
And what a disgrace it is to cast such a weapon on one side as of
little worth. It is said of the daughters of the Philistines, in Saul's
time, that these uncircumcised ones would triumph if "the shield of
the mighty was vilely cast away" (2 Sam. i. 21). And surely if at
any time the children of God are foolishly led to argue, "What is the
use of faith ~" and so cast aside their shield, they will suffer severely
in so doing. Oh, faith is a precious thing! without it we are indeed
weak in warfare. And there are a few things concerning the shield
of faith we must notice. It implies, first, the pl'otection of God. Its
shape, in ancient times, was elongated, so as to cover every vulnerable
How precious are the Lord's words to Abram: "Fear not,
part.
Abram, I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." And fully
did He prove Himself to be so through His servant's wondrous course.
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The same with David, who says: "Our soul waiteth for the L'1rd :
He is our help and our shield. For our heart shall rpjoice in Him,
because we have trusted in His holy name" (P"alm xxxiii. 20, 21).
But, again, the shield implies the truth of God. "Hp, shall cover thee
with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust." Here,
again, is divine protection, but it is added, "His truth shall be thy
shield and buckler" (Psalm xci. 4). And then the shield embodies
the fact of the salvation of God. "Thou hast also given me the shield
of Thy salvation, and Thy gentleness hath made me great" (2 Sam.
xxvi. 36). "Thou hast given me the shield of Thy salvation, and
Thy right hand hath holden me up, and Thy gentleness hath made
me great >' (Psalm xviii. 35).
But we take up another piece of the soldier's equioment, it is
"The helmet of salvation" -a covering for the head. Yes, and the
helmet of salvation covers the head in the times of affliction and
Oh, beloved,
distress, and covers the head. in the day of battle.
have you not felt this 1 Who is our Ralvation but a precious Christ 1
Yea, as one says, "He is all my salvation ": and by His doing and
dying, His sacrifice for sin, our divine Surety has covered us in such
a way as to entirely preserve us for eternity. He is the "Helmet of
Salvation." And then another thought rises, How dignified the helmet
causes the soldier to appear. Ah! in spiritual things it is more than
an appearance, it is a reality. Christ's salvation dignifies its recipient,
lifts him from the dunghill of the fall, and puts him among "the
princes of his people." And then the helmet keeps the head erect.
Oh, I do not know anything that more overwhelms me than the
mercy of God in keeping one right in the midst of abounding error.
"The helmet of salvation" is an important piece of the soldier's.
armour. We see many fail and fall when temptations assail; they
have no helmet, and are soon wounded in head and heart.
And now we handle a most important weapon of our spiritual
warfare, namely, "The sword of the Spirit, which is the W urd of God"
-a sword that never becomes dimned, and century after century it
becomes brightened in its use. And do mark, it is called, "A twoedged sword," cutting both ways; penetrating the heart of the stern
Jew, and bringing to the dust the chosen Gentile: as in Romans i. 16,
"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the powerof God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greflk." It is a two-erlged sword, in that it pierceth
asunder sO'l1l and spirit. Man is not a spirit, but only possesseth it
for a time as a loan from God; but the soul lives for ever. Job
speaks of the "breath that is in me, and the Spirit of God is in my
nostrils"; but this spirit ceaseth at the appointed time, while the,
soul lives for ever. And dealing with both, the two-edged sword
cuts a man down in his sins, and saves his soul for eternity. " Oh,
let the high praises of God be in our mouth, and a two-edged sword
in our hand" (Psalm cxlix. 6).
And now, in the warfare the Apostle tells of two very necessary
things, namely, All prayer, and watchfulness. "Praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto," &c.
Are you saying, dear friend, "Oh, but God does not answer my
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prayers. I pray for this thing and the other, but all to no purpose.
His dealings are most mysterious" 1 Permit me to ask one question
upon this matter, dear friend.
What is the character of the prayer
you put up to Him 1 Is it a flesh-pleasing pmyeT? for I cannot,
except in the way of miracle, find that He answers flesh-pleasing
pmye1'S? Paul prayed for ea~e in the flesh-that some thorn might
be removed, but God's answer was, "My grace is sufficient for thee."
Well, with all the frailty of our prayers, we do know what "all
lJ1'(l!ler" is. vVe live in the element of prayer, and could no more
do without it for the soul than we could without bread for the body.
"Pm!1 1citllOut ceasing," is an exercise of the soul well known to the
child of God, and it only ceases when the breath of this life ceases,
and it is changed to the songs of heaven.
But there is here a precious coupling with" all pmyeT," namely,
" watching": "And watching thereto with all perseverance and supplica.tion for all saints." A soldier without keeping watch would be a
misnomer indeed; vigilance, and watchfulness, and being on the alert
must be exercised, otherwise the man would be unfit for Her Majesty's
service. The soldiers of King Jesus will be so taught and led, that
watchfulness will form part of their hourly exercise.
Thus, then, dear reader, we have thought a little upon what it is
scripturally to put on the whole armour of God, that we may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. And now, before we
come to "the cTOwn," notice briefly three things about the armour of
God1. The (t1'JllOU1' is eveT the same.
2. There is no piece provided jar the back.
3. It must be the WHOLE annmtT oj Goel; not a paTt oj it, but the
WHOLE.
1. The aTJ)WUT is eve.,. the same. If we looked at the aspect of
earthly military movements, we should find, comparing the past
with the present, that everything had changed in the way of armour:
not so spiritually; that which the Apostle tells us was needed in his
time is needed now, not one bit altered in importance. True, socalled schools of religious thought spurn the imputed righteousness
of Christ, and tell us "the sword;: of the Spirit" has grown old and
useless; but what does it matter what man says 1 Our God is unAnd
changeable in all His plans and purposes-work and ways.
then we note2. That there is no piece provided JOT the back. No; the real soldier
of the cross must always face the enemy, and shall never be led to
turn back. Does not this teach us that, once regenerated by the
Holy Spirit, there shall be no such a thing as falling away from
grace? "The Lord will keep the feet of His saints," and grace shall
be consummated in eternal glory. And then3. It mnst be the whole armour of God-not a part, but the whole.
We have referred to JOHN BUNYAN'S Christian and his enjoyment
in company with the Graces in the palace named Beautiful, but how
wise of them to cloth him with the whole armour of God, ere he
pressed on to the Celestial City. Verily, he needed it all, and founa
the value of every piece in an early contest with Apollyon.
c
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There is a very important expression in connection with our subject,
namely, "Having done all, to stand." Yes, stand as conquerors, certain of
the victory; which brings us to our last point, namelyThe C1'own. "I have," saith the Apostle Paul, " fought a good fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing." A C1'own! I often think, what a wonderful
thing, that those poor bedridden, humble children of God will wear a
C1'ou:n oj glo1'y !
What a glorious exchange! My thoughts wander to
one such, a poor widow in her poor-ah! very poor borne. A whitewashed cottage, one of a row, with one narrow door and one little casemmt. Just inside, and under that casement she lies on a couch, with a
patchwork coverlet over her, the surroundings all evidencing poverty
indeed. Cance1' is fast doing its deadly work, but that sufferer is happy
in the Lord. With face beaming, and uplifted hands, she gives thanks
unto her God, and longs to be with her Saviour. It seems as if the
crown hung ready over her bed. Oh, what an exchange,
" A sinner made whiter than snow,
I'll join in the mighty acclaim,
And shout, through the gates as I go.
, Salvation to God and the Lamb! ' "
We must close; space forbids more. God has spared us to the opening of a New Year, and we pass through its entrance with deep feeling,
and would say to our companions" Oft in sorrow, oft in woe,
Onward, Christians, onward go;
Fight the fight, maintain the strife,
Strengthened with the Bread of Life.
" Onward, then, to glory move,
More than conquerors ye shall prove;
Though opposed by.many a £oe,
Christian soldiers, onward go."
Yes, onwa1'd, waving our banner of a Saviour's love, and seeing on it
our New Year's motto"THE

Burton-on-T1·ent.

CALM,

THE CONFLICT, AND
CROWN."

THE

G. O.

JESUS ONLY.
Jesus nigh my heart to cheer,
JESUS with me day by day,
Jesus to allay my £ear;
Jesus all my pilgrim way;
Jesus ready to de£end,
Jesus with me to abide,
Jesus with me to the end;
Jesus walking side by side;
Jesus on a brighter shore,
Jesus in the darkest night,
Jesus Christ £01' evermore.
.Tesus in the morning light;
AUNT Lucy.
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W ELL SPRINGS.
" He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth j1"om the
beginning. For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that he might
destrop the works of the devil. JVhosoever is bom of God doth not commit sin,
for his "eell remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, becanse he is bom of God."1 J OH;';' iii. 8, 9.
THROUGH John the beloved's Epistle, he very markedly, and at the same
time with sweet and comforting assurance, draws the line between the old
nature and the new, the carnal nature and t,he spiritual life, and yet shows
how both one and the other are, in everyone of the seed royal, warring
against the other, so that we cannot do the things that we would. "He
that committeth sin is of the devil," and yet the child of God knows, by
bitter and sorrowful experience, that does not only refer to the wicked
world at larg p , who are led captive by Satan at his will. No, alas! as
Eaul says, " I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is
good I find not. For the good that I would I do not; but the evil that I
would not, that I do." There is in me, and each child of God knows it
to his sorrow, a nest of uncleanness; a " heart deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked"; a committing of sin, and sinful thoughts, words,
llnd deeds; a daily knowledge of" I sin in word, I sin in thought,
I sin in all I do ;
And nothing but Almighty grace
Can bring me conqueror through."
"If for one moment He withdraw,
That moment sees me break His law."
The devil going about seeking to destroy our comfort, since he can·
not our life, blessed be God; looking for the weak moment when he
may trip us up; watching for the first opportunity of getting a foot·
hold. But, thank God, as dear J OSEPH IRONS once said, " Satan may
rage, but he cannot reign"; and, with another divine, " Remember, dear
child of God, to your comfort, whilst Satan is watching you, your God
is watching Satan." God in Christ is my reigning Power, and, as my
King. "He m1ist reign until He has put all enemies under His feet."
Our Lord knew all that was in our nature, whilst He was without sin;
hence the comfort of His words to Peter, that weak, erring, impetuous
yet warm-hearted disciple, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have pmyed for thee."
And therein was the Divine preservation. Dear tempest-tossed child of
God, you who through the upheaving of the enemy are ready to cry
out, " If I love, why am I thus ~ surely this is not the portion of one of
His elect," take comfort in that verse, that the Saviour Himself uses the
word vJheat.
He would not leave Peter to Satan's sieve as tares, but
as the precious wheat-would see that not a single grain of life seed
fell to the ground. And again, how those words, "I have prayed for
thee," come over the troubled waters of temptation, care, and perplexity,
c 2
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to remind us again and again. "There hath no temptation [that is,
trial, putting to the test, proof] taken you but such as is common to
man j but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way of
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.." The" way of escape" is effected
through "I have prayed for thee."
It is the devil's nature to sin; "For the devil sinneth from the
beginning." Therefore in me (that is in my flesh) there can dwell no
good thing, for the devil is there. It is a mercy-yes, and should
keep us very humble-if we are kept in the path of integrity and
honour, walking consistently, circumspectly; that is, picking our way,
taking care not to soil our white garments by the mire of the road.
That is a very gracious act of our God thus to pre~erve His children
to the eyes of a wicked and perverse generation, for there is an
unspeakable sadness in the fall of a child of God. It is a stumblingblock to others and a great hold for the enemy. But it drives home
the words, "Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he
fall," and to our Master we must leave the judging of His servant..
Satan and Joshua are seen standing together, but there is also the
Angel of the Lord. There we see the adversary to resist, but the
great Advocate to rebuke. And yet Joshua's great Antitype "e have
against Satan, in the words above quoted to Simon; ,e Simon, Satan is
here, and hath desired to have thee; but thy Lord is also here, and
I have prayed for thee." Oh, blessed, all-prevailing plea! God cannot
deny Himself. The Great High Priest's prayer for His people, as
incense within the Holy of Holies, must prevail and be acceptable before
His Father. May this precious thought strengthen the weak, encourage
the ready to perish, and enable those who have yielded themselnto Satan's power, to remember that, having been purged hoC"! their old
sins, may they therefore "cast off the works of darkness, and put
on the armour of light." The child of God learns, to the cost of his
comfort, that one or the other is thriving, growing, incr"asing.
When Satan and his devilish work is uppermost, then the dil'ine life
is most on the wane. When the old nature re-asserts itself, then the
resurrection life is only living, not growing, But oh, may our
blessed experience be the double growth j the growing downwards out
of self and sin, and growing upward in the resurrection life of light
and liberty. Oh, what a joy, beloved, to feel that there is "ithin
that which cannot sin. "His seed remaineth in him." There is the
life seed He has implanted, and it must live and grow. It can never
be destroyed, never die. It is life unto life. "He doth not, He
cannot sin." Here we have the truth reiterated, repeated, enforced,
for our comfort and joy. Is it not enough to cheer and inspire the
new-born soul, whose mind and body is dragged down by the infirmities of the flesb, tbe temptations and assaults of the evil one, the
harassing, perplexing taunts and jeers of the world, and our heart
within condemning us 1 He cannot sin. \Vhat does this speak 1 Is
it not that Jesus has set up His throne in our heart, and rules
and reigns supremely 1 Is He not the Seed Royal of eternal life,
which, while it can never die, can never sin 1 It is incorruptible,
imperishable, invulnerable against the perishing, decaying, cankering
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effects of sin. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth aud abideth for
ever." And God's f01' ever can never be annulled. Now, beloved,
read over these two verses for yourself, and may the Holy Spirit
apply it to your comfort. Note the blessed contrast of the two
births, the two indwelling seeds, and the two powers within you;
and, blessed be God, as surely as you are a child of the
heavenly kingdom, you will be constrained to say, "Greater is He
that is for me than he that is against me." Again," When I fall I
shall arise," and He shall make me finally more than conqueror.
The poet knew what this conflict and warfare was when he penned
those true lines.
" Strange and mysterious ie my life,
What opposites I feel within;
A stable peace, a constant strife,
The rule of grace, the power of sin.
Too often I am captive led,
Yet daily triumph in my Head.
" Thus different powers within me strive,
And grace and sin by turns prevail;
I grieve, rejoice, decline, revive,
And vict'ry hangs in doubtful scale;
But Jesus has His promise past,
That grace shall overcome a~ last."

R.
WILDERNESS CLOUDS AND HALTINGS.
IN reading the history of the lives of God's people in the Sacred
Word, how often we meet with passages that are justly descriptive of
our own position and circumstances: particularly we notice this in
the journeyings of the Children of Israel through the wilderness;
and at the present time one's mind seems to dwell much on the
haltings that so often occurred in their lives, and how they appear
to explain many mysteries that are apparently inexplainable in our
own little histories.
The first thought, and a most important one, is, that they
were all God-appointed haltings; for we read that, "Whether it
were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon
the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their
tents, and journeyed not: but when it was taken up, they journeyed"
(Kumb. ix. 22). And cannot we call to mind many times, when all of
a sudden, so unlooked for was the barrier that prevented all progress,
we have had to halt on the journey 1 the cloud has been so thick,
and to us so dark, that we could not take a single step forward. We
have tried to pierce through the gloom, but no ray of light appeared,
and we began to think the Lord had forgotten us, and we should
never again see the "Sun of Righteousness arise, with healing" and
reviving power. But it was not so; His eye was ever over us even
then, as it is ever over His pilgrims in all ages of time; for He is a
God that "changeth not"; the appointed. year or time of tarrying
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draws to an end, and we again go on our way rejoicing. And how
many precious lessons, never afterwards forgottAn, we learn from our
Divine Teacher during those cloudy dispensations: what an insight we
gain into our own heart: how much we learn of our own weakness,
and helplessness j also a more enlarged knowledge of the strength,
wisdom, love, and forbearance of our gracious Leader.
Then we see that these clouds are" clouds of protection." Probably
we had been walking in paths very pleasant to pilgrim feet j we saw
no signs of danger near, our companions on the road were so congenial. Alas! we began [to lean on them, more than on our Guide j
and, in His love to us, He causes a cloud to come over us, which
quickly hides all the bright prospect, and our fellow· travellers al~o,
and we are obliged to cry out in our loneliness and darkness to HIm
for protection and succour. Bow safe we really are while under the
cloud; no enemy can harm us, for He has said of His people, "I will
be a wall of fire round about them, and a glory in their midst."
Rest assured, beloved fellow-pilgrim, we should again and again fall a
prey to our enemies, if welwere not safely kept by God's protecting
cloud. He sees the dangers we are exposed to, which we cannot see.
Then just a little cloud arises-we wonder at it-perhaps it only lasts
two days j but the danger has been averted, and again we tranl
safely onward.
As well as a cloud of protection, we plainly see it was a "cloud of
direction." There was no safe journeying for Israel unless the cloud
went before them; there was not at any time any mistake as to the
path they were to travel in; and it is just so with us. The dear old
Book gives us full directions as to the road. " I will guide thee with
Mine eye," is the promise given, and which we may at all times
plead for a fulfilment of. Sometimes we are so hedged in with difficulties that we know not which road to take j then we are to "stand
still," and our gracious Master, in His own time and way, will show us
the right pa.th to take. It may not be the one we should have chosen j
but if He says, "Go forward," we may safely follow. We need not
wonder at the strangeness of the way, for He has said, "I will lead
them in paths they have not known"; but for our comfort we should
remember, " He knoweth the way that we take, and when He has tried
us we shall come forth as gold"; also, "Thou shalt hear a voice
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it." We know, from
sad experience, we have trodden forbidden paths j but, blessed be His
name, He has not suffered us to wander for ever in them, but brought
us back, though it may have been with the rod, into the safe and
narrow way again; and we have re-echoed the Psalmist's words,
" This God is our God for ever and ever; He shall be our Guide even
unto death."
The cloud was also a token of God's constant and watchful love
over Israel. "Yea, He loved the people." This is a depth so vast,
so unfathomable, that we shall never reach its extent or fulness.
What less than divine love could have borne with ancient Israel's
repeated backslidings, rebellions, and sins 1 and He loves His people
still; all these. wilderness clouds and haltings come from Him in
love, and with the poet we say-
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" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are bi~ with mercies, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
Oh! that we had more faith to discern His infinite love in each dark
cloud that enshrouds us, and the compassionate love that sustains llS
while passing through them.
May we never be left to envy the
worldling, who often seems to walk under un clouded skies and in
smooth paths. He has his portion here, but it will vanish; whereas
the believer can say, "The Lord is my portion," knowing that the
Sacred vYord declares, "The Lord's portion is His people." Nothing
can ever separate from the love of Christ; for, "Having loved His own
in the world, He loves them to the end." How many times we can
call to mind His compassionate, forbearing love to us, when we have
been so cold and indifferent to Him, or else have rebelled against
Him, because of His dealings toward us; and instead of casting us
off as we deserved, He has drawn us as with cords of love to
Himself, causing us to fall with shame and sorrow at His dear feet,
crying out for a renewed token of His love, and to say once more
to us, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
What a strength and comfort the cloud must have been to the
Israelites; whether it moved or rested, it was a visible proof that the
Lord was with them. How eagerly and constantly must their eyes
have been directed to it; how earnestly Moses entreated the Lord to
accompany them·; and most graciously the Lord answered him, saying,
" My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest," thus giving
a double blessing. And is not this what we daily, and often hourly
crave for-a felt sense of the near presence of our Lord ~ It may be
we have had a long halting time. A dark, heavy cloud has been over
us; we looked on the right hand, and on the left, but no deliverance
came; we felt so weak, so cast down, so discouraged, like the people of
old, because of the way: or else we have had a fresh view of the
exceeding sinfulness of sin within us, that we have cried out, "Can
ever God dwell here ~" " Oh, that I knew where I might find Him!"
for to no one else could we tell all our sorrows. Sometimes He seems
to make us tarry long thus, but He never wholly forsakes us. In the
midst of the darkest- providences, He has so revealed Himself, that we
have exclaimed with - David, in that precious forty-sixth Psalm, "The
Lord of hosts is with us." Then the Master's gracious words have
fallen on our ears, "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end," and
we joyfully say, " It is the voice of my Beloved," for none ever speaks
like Him.
Cheer up, then, fellow-pilgrim, the last cloud will be lifted, tha last
baIting place soon be reached, the wilderness journey will soon be over.
The Jordan will ere long be passed: we need fear no shipwreck there,
for the Lord of the pilgrims has pledged His word, that where He is
His people shall be; He has prepared a place for each in the many
mansions of the Father's home above. Vl e shall have no wilderness
clouds and haltings there. We have tasted of His love here, there we
shall drink at the fountain head; we have often longed to catch a
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glimpse of Him here, there we shall see His face, and-wonder of
wonders I-be made like Him; and with what raptllre shall we join in
the heavenly anthem, "vVorthy is the Lamb who was slain, and hath
redeemed us unto God with His blood." Here we know Him to be
"The chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely"; there
we shall, with mingled love and adoration, crown Him, and see Him
crowned the "Lord of all"; join the heavenly hosts above in that
grand ascription of praise we have often so faintly and feebly uttered
here, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive Dower, and riche~,
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing."
"Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, for ever and
ever. Amen."
Hanwell.
E. L. T.
COVENAN'T FAITHFULNESS.
" ALL that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.
For I came down from
heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent ~Ie.
And this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which
He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
at the last day" (John vi. 37-39). Surely" the wayfaring men, though
fools," cannot but understand such plain words as these?
First, we have the assertion-from the lips of Eternal Truththat every son and daughter of Adam who was given by the Father
to the Eternal Son, shall undoubtedly come to Him; and from the
same divine authority we have the unmistakable decbration, that uuder no
circumstance whatever will He cast them out.. Not one shall be lost;
but all-fro~ the least to the g~'eatest-shall be raised up again at the
Xo one
last day. There is no chance work, no haphazard here.
blood-bought soul shall be missing then; " for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." The foundation principle of His government-His sO\'ereignty
-stands firm as the everlasting hills; and thus runs the divine record,
" My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure" (Isaiah xlvi.
10).

Poor trembling soul! cast down on account of thy sins, is there no
encouragement for thee in this most blessed truth.
Is there no
encouragement to trust the sinner's Friend 1 Was it because of thy
goodness that He first set His love upon thee? that He bears with
long-suffering patience all thy coldness of heart, thy base ingratitude,
and thy sinful wanderings from Him 1 No, it was when He saw thee
blindly hurrying along the downward road to eternal ruin, lost in
pollution anu misery, that His arm of mercy plucked thee as a brand
from the bottomless pit, stripped thee of thy filthy rags, cleansed thee
from all thy defilement, put upon thee the best robe, and shed abroad
His love in thy poor heart. It was covenant faithfulness, grace sovereign
and free, that moved Him to pity thy lost and helpless condition.
"vVhoso offereth praise glorifieth Me: and to him that ordereth
his conversation aright will I show the salvation of God" (Psalm
1. 23).
Scct1'boTOUgh.
W. S. ROBIKSON.
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THE CITIES OF OUR GOD.
(JOSHuA xx.)

THE Holy Spirit has pleased to give us the names of the cities, each
<Qne of which sets forth the glories of Ohrist.
The name of the first ciLy is Kedish, which signifies the Holy One;
and He who is the true Oity of Refuge is the Holy One of Israel.
The name of the second city is Shechem, which signifies the
shoulder; and He who is, the true Oity of Refuge has ever been the
support of His people. One of the ancient prophecies concerning Him
declares that the government should be upon His shoulder. And a
mighty shoulder it must have been to bear our sins and carry our
sorrows.
The name of the third city is Hebron, which signifies fellowship.
And all that are brought by the Holy Spirit into the true refuge
know what it is, more or less, to have fellowship with the Father,
through his Son Ohrist Jesus. And all who do not know what it is
to seek that fellowship in true prayer, must be in a state of death, and
know not how to go to the city.
The name of the fourth city is Bezar, which signifies a fortress.
He who is the true Oity of Refuge is the stronghold of His people. A
fortress which the powers of darkness have been besieging all through
the ages of time, endeavouring to undermine and overturn it, but
have never yet succeeded; therefore we can sing with the ancient
Ohurch, "'rVe have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls
and bulwarks" (Isaiah xxvi. 1).
The name of the fifth city is Ramoth, which signifies exalted. And
Jesus, the true Oity of Refuge, is highly exalted, and has "a name above
every name."
He is exalted as a "Prince and a Saviour, to give
repentance unto Israel and forgiveness of sins." And when we have
done with this world of sin and sorrow, all that are in the true
Refuge will be exalted with Him, for Jesus and His people will be
glorified together.
The name of the last city is Golan, which signifies joy. There is
no real joy to any but those in the true Oity of Refuge. All joys of
earth are fleeting vanities, and compared by the Holy Spirit to the
crackling of thorns under a pot; while of every gracious soul He says,
"The joy of the Lord is your strength."
Now read off the signification of the names in the order in which
they stand, and it will come to this: The Holy One bears upon His
shoulder the interest of all those who have fellowship with Him. He
is their Fortress in which they are eternally secure; and in the end
they will be exalted with Him, to their everlasting joy.
WHE;N a child of God thinks he can go alone, he is nearest
falling.
THE Divine Being is that to a Ohristian what home is to a weary
traveller; it is his d welling-place, stay, the solace, the centre, and rest
of his spirit; and hence he is anticipating his arrival at Home.-
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"BUT I WROUGHT FOR MY NAME'S SAKE."
(EZEKIEL

xx. 9.)

How chequered was the history of Israel as a nation! It is set forth
in this chapter as four different periods, namely: Their life in Egypt,
and deliverance therefrom; in the wilderness; on the borders of Oanaan,
where a new generation arose; and their life in Uanaan - itself. And
in God's successive dealings with them during these periods, whether
they were dealings of mercy or of judgment, He is said to have had
one great motive, the glory of His own name. "But I wrought for'
My name's sake." And when there follows the promise of future
restoration and blessing, "When the whole home of Israel shall serve
the Lord, and they shall be accepted with their sweet savour, when
the Lord has brought them out from the people, and gathered them
from the nations"; of that day it is written also, "Ye shall know
that I am the Lord, when I have wrought with you for My name's
sake." So that in the future, as in the past of their history, God
shall magnify His great and glorious name in His gracious dispensationstowards them.
Apart from the special bearing of these words upon Israel as a
people, have they not a more extended application 1 Are they not true
concerning all the dealings of God as He is revealed in creation, providence, and grace ~ In every blade of grass, in every rollipg planet,
in the tiny insect which lives for a day and dances in the sunbeam, and
in the mighty orb itself which gladdens the ephemera's brief existence;
in the least and in the mightiest of God's works, whether terrestrial
or celestial, He reveals His glory, and for His glory they were created.
"All Thy works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord."
"These are Thy glorious works, Parent of good,
Almighty! Thine this universal framr,
Thus wondrous fair; Thyself how wondrous then,
Unspeakable! Who sittest abo,e these heavens,
To us invisible, or dimly seen
In these Thy lowest works; yet these declare
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine."
And is not God's great name glorified in His wise overruling prOVIdence concerning all His works 1 This is instanced in the 104th
Psalm. After enumerating the many ways in which Jehovah's grace
and goodness are revealed in His providence for His creatures, the
Psalmist says, "The glory of the Lord shall endure for eYer." Moreover, in the special providence of God over His own people, He is
said to magnify His name: "So didst Thou lead Thy people to make
Thyself a glorious name."
But, above and beyond all other ways, God's name is magnified in
His work of grace"God, in the Person of His Son,
Has all His mightiest works outdone."
Praying for tbe assistance of the Gracious Spirit in our meditation,
let us for a little consider these words in their application to God's
work of grace, for of that work above all others it may be truly said,
"But I wrought for My name's sake."
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In all the great works of men, whether it is a bridge to span a
river, or a temple to grace a city, there must first of all be drawn out
clearly the design for these structurtls. That man would be counted a
madman who commenced to build without a plan. Is man wiser than
his Maker in this ~ God forbid!
We are assured that this great work of God was designed and:
planned before it was perfected. The Huly Scriptures teach us that
the great work of the salvation of man was purposed and designed
before the world was. The promise given to our first parents was the
first revelation of that purpose and plan, which in the ages to come
should be perfectly consummated. Dimly at first was this great purpose made known to the sons of men. "Holy men of old spake a&
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." And what was the gracious
message to the world ~ That the Saviour was coming. This was the
hope of the ages. But so dimly was it made known, that even those
who were privileged to be bearers of the glad tidings, "Searched what,.
or what manner of time the Spirit of Ohrist which was in them did
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Ohrist and the'
glory that should follow." Even they did not wholly and fully grasp
the wonderful grace which they were called to make known, neither
was it the .will of God, until "the fulness of time," that His great
design and plan of man's salvation should be fully made known. He
was gradually unfolding His gracious will to man. In the material
world, we have not a sudden and instantaneous transition from the
darkness of night to the light of day, but the light gradually steals
upon us, and night slowly gives place to day. So was it. in the advent
of the light of God's grace. It visited the world as a twilight first,
and then gradually rose upon men as the sun in its strength. Dimly,
but truly, God's grace was foreshadowed in the types and shadows of
the law. As the childish mind can best be taught at first by pictures,
so man had to be taught by symbols first. Thus God taught man line
upon line, precept upon precept, that he might be gradually led up to
the point of understanding and grasping the full revelation of God's
favour in Ohrist. In one word, just as a structure is traced out first
by the architect on paper before the building is raised, so in the types,
symbols, and shadows of the ceremonial law we have God's plan of
salvation through Ohrist, in some of its most essential points, dimly
yet surely traced out.
As we have briefly glanced at the design of the great work of grace,
let us further notice the glory of its consummation. Is it not a marvellous thing that the greatest work ever effected was accomplished in
the world without the knowledge of the majority of mankind ~ True is
it that" the kingdom of God cometh not with observation."
God's
well-beloved Son came in the fulness of time, lived a lowly life (yet a
life full of deeds of love and power), died a suffering death, and arose
from the dead, and ascended up into heaven; and, with the exception of
but a few lowly followers who believed on Him, Ohrist lived, died. and
went back into heaven without the world waking up to the realization of
His wonderful advent. The Jews had been waiting for the Ohrist, but
they only saw the golden thread of His power and reign of glory in the
Scriptures, and overlooked the scarlet line of His sufferings and death,.
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though the latter is as clearly delineated in the word of the prophecy as
the former. Thus they knew not their King when He came.
Nevertheless, although the world as a whole rejected Oilr blessed Lord
when He came, and the darkness comprehended not the light, yet that
which our divine Lord had come to do He fully accomplished. In His
death upon the cross we see atonement made, justice satisfied, and God
the Father glorified. In this work God wrought for His name's sake.
Notice the character of this work.
It glorified God's wisdom.
His wisdom is seeu in that the best
ends are promoted by the fittest means j the ends of the work of God
were the honour of His own name and the good of men.
Man had
sinned, and by his sin had forfeited all claim upon the favour or love
of God; by his sin he had brought himself into a state of condemnation.
'Ohrist came as the sinner's Substitute, to bear the sinner's sin, and the
sinner's punishment; and He, as the innocent and spotless Lamb, " truly
suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to r8concile His Father to us."
He came as the Father's gift to a ruined world, and by His great work
has brought in everlasting righteousness, so that all who through grace
believe in Him are pardoned and accepted, and God';:; name is magnified.
Such men as BruneI and Ohristopher Wren have left behind them
monuments of their powers of mind in the buildings which they reared.
Thus they have handed down their names to the generations to come as
those remarkable for skill and wisdom. The wisdom of God is seen in
all His works, but this attribute shines forth more brightly in the work
of Ohrist. In that work He has magnified His name for wisdom. It is
easy to conceive the glory of the Oreator manifested in the good of an
innocent creature, but the glory of the righteous Judge manifested in the
good of the g1£ilty criminal is the peculiar and mysterious wisdom of God's
plan of redemption in Ohrist, and it is easy to conceive God's righteousness declared in the punishment of sins : the cross alone "declares his
righteousness in the remission of sins."
2. Let us also remember that God has in this work lIIagn~li~'d His
g1'eat name for power. Truly is it said that Ohrist crucified is the
power of God, as well as His wisdom. 'When Christ suffered, the
.Jews considered Ohrist's death as an evidence of want of power, hence
they upraided Him that He who wrought so many miracles suffered
Himself to hang upon a cross. They asked why He who saved others
saved not Himself 1 The reason why He at that time saved not Himself was because He had come with power to save others. The
wounds of Ohrist seemed effects of weakness, but it is easy to observe
incomparable strength in them. We should consider what it was that
caused those wounds. "He was bruised for our iniquities." What
incomparable power was manifested in His bearing all His people's
sins and sorrows. The curse of the law was a weight sufficient to
crush a world! He bore that!! Then think of His complete triumph
over death, sin, Satan and hell, and look no more upon the cross of
'Ohrist as a place of weakness, but where Divine power was magnified.
Truly in this way God" wrought for His name's sake."
Lastly, in the work of salvation God magnified His great name of
Love. The light of the sun is always the same, but it shines brightest
for us at noon. The death of Ohrist is the noontide of Gon's ever-
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lasting love. "God commendeth His love towards us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Ohrist died for us." There had been many bright
manifestations of the same love before, but they were like the light
of the morning, that shines more and more unto the perfect day, and
that perfect day was when Christ on the cross finished the work His·
Father gave Him to do.
This divine work shall live for ever. Men have said of their works
they shall abide for ever; but the proudest works of men, be they
kingdoms or temples, must pass away. ",Vhere is Nineveh; with its
mighty palaces 7 and Babylon, with its high walls and brazen gates 7
Buried is Nineveh, and the place where proud Babylon stood is marked
by pestilential morasses, and mounds, and heaps. Thus shall it be with
the mightiest works wrought by the hand of man. They, like those
who reared them, mnst pass away, but, "That which God doeth, it shall
be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it :
and God doeth it, that men should fear before Him" (Eccles. iii. 14)..
Thus God would "hide pride from man."
Thus would He take
away from man all ground for glorying. May we who are His people,
through grace, be led to give Him the glory due to His name, and
above all, magnify and exalt His name for His great love towards His
people, which, like Himself, is eternal.
Willington, De/by.
T. G. STRONG.
EXTRAOTS FROM LETTERS OF THE EDITOR'S BROTHER
(J. 0.) TO HIS SISTER (L. E. L.).
My DEAREST SrsTER,-It is with much pleasure, and very great
thankfulness to ttod, that I write to wish you blessing and favour
on attaining the eighty.second year of your pilgrimage. Oh, the
mercies of 29,930 days! Does it not give illustration of a multitude
like .unto "the sands upon the sea·shore" 7 To congratulate you
1 dare not, but to bless and praise the dear and precious name of
the Lord of Life and Glory, I trust by the grace of God I can, and
this I do with all my heart, rejoicing in the promise, "With long life
The" long life" is
will I satisfy him, and show him My salvation."
the eternal life, and the salvation the glory thereof. Thus your
lengthened years in the fiesh will not compare with the life that never
shall end, and in this alone will you be satisfied when you "awake
up in His likeness." The fulness of Ohrist is our fountain of life.
We are always in Him-nay, were never out of Him--and nothing
cau separate from Him. To Him therefore I commit and commend
you, praying always for you.
My VERY DEAR SrSTER,-My dear wife and self send you our
warmest love, and express our sincerest wish that your birthday may
be signalized as on~ of real gratitud~ to God .for Hi.s great ~ove to
us all in thus showmg us the extenslOn of HIS sparmg merCIes and
goodness. And our prayer is that He may yet preserve you to us in
health and strengtb, proving the truth of His own promise to old age,
saying "I am He." He to help; He to renew; He to sanctify; He to
save; 'He to redeem. N at only delivering you in six troubles, but in
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the seventh and last. This God-our God-is not only the Jehovah
to see, but the Jireh to provide; so that should you hear the Lord
saying unto you, "Lacked ye anything by the way 1" your heart
may be in haste to respond, "Nothing, Lord; nothing."
"Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hand,
Are blessings in disguise."
My DEAR SISTER,-We often think and talk of you, and feel so
thankful that it pleases our heavenly Father to spare you so long.
The W ord say~, "If the tree is good, the fruit will be good also."
Now, if the Lord has made you one of the trees of His righteousness
-which all of us believe He has-you will still be bringing forth
fruit in old age. Do you say, "What is the fruit that I can bring
forth 1" The answer is ready to hand, The fruit of praise, giving
glory to God. "Praise God from whom all blessings flow." Now,
my dear sister, we cannot think of all these blessings, nor count half
·of them. But begin with one; and what say you shall that one be 1
Well, I have just thought of a good one. "The God before whom
my fathers did walk; the God which fed me all my life long unto
this day" (Gen. xlviii. 15). What a blessed acknowledgment!
What a sweet expression of hope and trust! Embracing the confidence also that to Him we look for the continued fulfilment of all
His many promises never to leave, never to forsake us. To Him and
the word of His grace I commend you, my dear sister.
My DEAR SISTER,-Again it is my privilege and pleasure to write
you on the anniversary of another natal day. The goodness, lo,e, and
mercy of God, both in providence and grace, is so great and comprehensive a subject, that all attempts either to explain or express are
utterly powerless to convey the real and true feeling of thankfulness
to God for His sparing you to us so long. But 'tis as dear TOPLADY
sings"Sweet to reflect how grace divine
My sins on Jesus laid;
Sweet to remember that His blood
My debt of suffering paid.
"Sweet on His faithfulness to rest,
Whose love can never end;
Sweet on His covenant of grace
For all things to depend."
Precious mercies, my dear sister! What a blank life would be without
the companionship and comfort of our unseen, but not unknown,
Lord; and only think, God over all, and to be blessed for evermore.
How sacred and sweet is the promise that God made to Solomon
when he had built the temple, especially when realized as spiritually
referring to the temple of our bodies: "Mine eyes and My heart shall be
there continually." Thus we are watched over night and day: therefore
may we rest assured that our tabernacle shall be in peace.
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PASTORA.L NOTES.
THE MORMONITE.
AMONGST my parishioners I found one day a convert to Mormonism.
He had heard glowing accounts of the happiness and prosperity of the
:Salt Lake City and the State of Utah, and, fully crediting thosPi
accounts, he was looking forward to a speedy emigration, with his wift-l
and family, to that promised land. He had imbibed the principles of
Mormon doctrine, and seemed thoroughly persuaded that they were
not merely excellent, but perfectly to be relied upon as the very truth
of God. I reminded him of the origin of Mormonism, and of the early
history of its founder; and I mentioned particularly the extremely
suspicious circumstances under which it had first been promulgated.
He did not seem to know much about this, nor did he seem as if he
cared to know. The evils of polygamy, the dissensions occasioned by it
in home life, the degradation of women: the exaltation of a few" elders I,
to autocratic power, and the pride and arrogancy, the tyranny and the
·cruelty which in several instances they had showed, were of little
importance in his eyes. His one thought seemed to be that of being
able to begin a new life, with greater liberty than he had ever enjoyed
before, and with hopes of still brighter and better things in the future.
In vain I endeavoured to convince him that he might be completely
deceived, that Utah might not turn out to be so perfect a place as
'he expected, that there was no foundation for the peculiar doctrines of
Mormonism in the Word of God, and that it would be wise for him to
obtain some additional information ere he gave up his employment at
home, and embarked on so hazardous an enterprize. He answered all
that I said with one argument, an argument so specious that I saw
that there was no use attempting to reason with him any further,
namely, "Do you not remember," he asked, "that Christ said, 'If any
man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God, or whether I speak of myself' ~" "Perfectly," I replied. "Then,"
he said, "I have proved the exact accuracy of those words for myself,
for I have done the will of J OSEPH SlVIITH and of BRIGHAl\i YOUNG,
and I have felt in my heart, and now know perfectly, that the doctrine
which they have taught is of God."
His argument, of course, was an utter fallacy; he had not dOIle
even the will of JOSEPH SMITH and of BRIGHAJ\I YOUNG, for that will
was that he should publicly embrace the Mormon religion, leave his
native country, join the Mormonites in their new settlement, subject
himself there to new rules of life, and obey the dictates of the
" elders" in every respect. This he had not done; how then could
he take the words which he quoted as at all applicable to his case 1
and even if he had done so, how could he believe for a moment that,
those words referred to the will of J OSEPH SlIUTH and BRIGHAM YOUNG 1
It was an instance, I thought, of willing self-deception, and of the perversion of Holy Scripture to confirm that self-deception. Does not
Satan often thus beguile unwary souls, and get them to pervert and
wrest the precious words of God to their own destruction ~ Happy
those who know the force of the remarkable words thus quoted in
their real sense, not as applying to the will of man, but to the will
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of the living God; who, having by the grace of God, been led to strive
to do that will, have felt such peace and joy and blessing, that they
have had a confirmed assurance that they were on the right path,
that divine favour was resting upon them, notwithstanding their great
unworthiness; and such a realization also of the power and the truth
of the doctrine which they have been taught, that they know in all
their hearts that it is the doctrine, not of man, but of God, and that
they could not be deceived about it.
I never heard what was the subsequent history of my parishioner.
He left the parish with his wife and family, and started from Liverpool on his way to Utah; but I am not aware that he ever wrote to
his old friends and neighbours to tell them of his arrival there, or of
his experience of Mormonism at its headquarters.
THE FALSE PROPHET.

" You ministers and teachers of religion are altogether wrong," said
a parishioner to me; "you are blind leaders of the blind; you know
not the truth of God, and yet you pretend to know it, and you
attempt to teach it." I asked him in what respects we were wrollg.
"In ever-so-many respects," he replied, "but chiefly in that you only
possess a· partial revelation of God's will, and a partial revelation
cannot be of much use. What good has Ohristianity, as you call it,
done for mankind 1" As he spoke we were standing in view of a noble
institution, a large infirmary, known all over the neighbourhood as
being admirably managed, and as a means of untold benefit to hundreds of poor men, women, and children. "There," I said, pointing
to that institution-" There is one evidence of what Christianity has
done for mankind. Did you ever hear of s!lch an institution as that
established by heathenism, or even by the boasted civilization of Greece
and Rome 1 That institution is only one of thousands or tens of
thousands of similar institutions found in Christian lands, and they are
altogether a result of Christianity." "It may be so," he replied, "but
Christianity on the whole has been a failure, and that is owing to the
incompleteness of the revelation vouchsafed to it; if it had had a
more complete revelation of God's will, it would have been a mighty
power, which would have rapidly changed the world, and eradicated
its sorrow, sin, and suffering; and," he added in a low voice, "this is
yet to come."
The speaker was a somewhat eccentric man, of middle age. He was
a trial to his wife and family, because his temper was not one of the
sweetest; and he often neglected his business, leaving them to attend
to it. He could not be induced to go to any place of worship; and
if he' studied the Word of God, it was apparently only for the purpose
of pointing out what he considered to be blemishes in it. He seemed
to be filled with an overweening vanity, and with the idea that all
the world was wrong, and he alone was right. One of his children
died, mainly, I think, through want and neglect, but he did not seem
to care in the slightest degree. I remember standing by the side of
the little corpse, and being touched with the expression of suffering
plainly depicted upon its wan and wasted feature~, and thinking that
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surely this would have some effect upon him, but apparently it had
none.
Time went on, and he seemed more and more confirmed in his
opinions, until at last he informed me that he had received a commission from above; God had condescended to make a full revelation
of His will to him, and he felt that it was his duty to make it known
to the world! The effect, he expected, would be marvellous, multitudes
would hear and be blessed, and the whole world would experience a
mighty change! I asked him how he intended making this wonderful
fact known, and he replied that at first he intended mentioning it at
a public meeting, which he would summon for the purpose. " Have you
ever addressed a public meeting 7" I inquired. " No," he said, he " had
never done so," but he did not anticipate any difficulty, as, having
been distinctly entrusted with the revelation, he was fully persuaded
that he had sufficient power to announce it. I tried to dissuade him
from his intention, but it was of no avail; he was evidently bent upon
carrying it out.
Accordingly, he hired a hall in the neighbouring city, and bills were
issued announcing his advent on a certain day. The day came, the
hall was not filled, but a fair audience was gathered together, probably
prompted chiefly by curiosity. The eventful moment arrived when the
new prophet was to unfold the marvellous revelation which was to
revolutionize and regenerate the world! I was not present, but a
spectator narrated to me the result. My parishioner mounted the
platfurm; perfect silence reigned in the audience; he began to speak,
but in such a hesitating way that his hearers looked up inquiringly
and doubtfully; then he stopped, stammered, and stuttered, and a
titter ran round the assembly; presently he got utterly confused, and
the titter was changed into laughter, and hissing; very soon he hart
to retire ignominiously, and the audience broke up in confusion. I
heard no more of his "special revelation"; he settled down to his
daily work, and never argued with me again as to '~the failure of
Christianity! "
It might naturally be thought that he suffered from mental aberration; but there was no evidence, so far as I am aware, that he did
so. Rather it seemed as if he pondered so long and so deeply over
the wrongs and the woes of the world, and had such a magnified idea
of his own importance and ability, that at last he camp, to persuade
himself that he could do more than any reformers who had preceded
him, and that it was his duty to make the attempt. May not many
a delusive error have had a similar origin 7
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
WE must hear the warnings of conscience, or we shall feel the
woundings of conscience.
THE MELLOWING POWER OF AFFLICTION. -It was a custom of the
ancients to hang skins of wine in the smoke of a fire to refine and
mellow it by the warmth, and so the sooner to bring it to .perfection.
So the Psalmist says, "that is what God has put me in the furnace
of trial for, to refine me."
D
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OUR NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

the Ohurch of God, sanctified in Ohrist Jesus, and new born
of the Holy Spirit; who, wherever they are in their lot in life, call
upon the name of Jesus Ohrist our Lord in sincerity and truth:
Peace be unto you, and prosperity of soul. That you may be
enriched in all knowledge of divine things, we add our testimony
to those who teach the truth as it is in Jesus, and are anxious
that our Family Magazine may be increasingly circulat.ed by those who
value it; that others may be guests at our feast of Gospel provision,
and gain with us a continued blessing from the Master Himself.
Apropos to this earnest desire, I have the follov.-ing handed to us
by our esteemed Publishers:v
UNTO

To the EditOl' of the Gospel ]';t[agazille.

DEAR SIR,-We propose to send an extra copy of the January GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, with the enclosed form * attached, to every sub,criber on our
books. These, however, do not comprise one half of the circulation, and
we are desirous of placing a duplicate copy in the hands of all those who
purchase their copies monthly from booksellers. Will you kindly make
special reference in a prominent place in the mxt issue-perhaps in the
New, Year's Address-to the effect that the publishers will be pleased to
post a copy free to any reader sending name and address, with a view of
getting at least one new regular subscriber, and so help us to extend
the circulation? This means considerable expense; still, we think, if we can
arouse present readers to carefully distribute the copies, the Magazine is
sui'e to make many new friends. We propose to act similarly with the
Parish Helpe'l'.
Very faithfully yours,
W. H. AND L. COLLINGRIDGE.
This is kind and cheering. I will only add, in conclusion, that I
found myself, this morning, at early dawn, uttering this threefold
cry-I< 0 Lord, give me access to Thy throne; acceptance in the Beloved;
assumnce of my safety for heaven!" and I do not lmow that I can do
better than crave the realization of these three blessings for you as
well as for oneself; so I give it you as a New Year's craving, as it
was given me.
"The Lord bless thee and keep thee; the Lord make His face to
shine upon thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and
give thee peace." So prays
Your friend and brother in the Lord,
THE EDITOR.
THE VALUE OF THE SOUL.-Souls are very dear.
He that paid for
them found them so; yet how cheaply do sinners sell their souls, as if
they were but low-priced commodities. But you that sell your souls
cheap will buy repentance dear.-Flavel.

• The Publishers ask your acceptance and perusal of
with the hope that you will pass it to ,a
reading it, and become a regular subscriber. Published
and can be had of all booksellers; or post free, direct
six shillings per_annum.
MAGAZINE,

this copy of the GOSPEL
friend who would enjoy
monthly, price sixpence,
from the Publish€rs for

REV.

Eo

W.

BULLINGER,

D.D.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. E. W. BULLINGER, D.D.
[Our dear brother has most lovingly acceded to my earnest request for
his Portrait to appear in our Magazine. I hold him as one of my
most choice and beloved friends in the truth, and pray that the Lord
may speedily open a way for His dear servant again to ministpr and
proclaim the glorious truths his soul loves to dwell upon.]
DR. BULLINGER has the high honour of being a descendant of the
family of HENRY BULLINGER, of Zurich. In the reign of Queen MARY,
HENRY BULLINGER, then preaching at Zurich, was used of God to
furnish hospitality and a home for the many exiled Bishops. There, in
the cradle of the English Reformation, they studied those great truths
and principles which in the reign of Elizabeth were used of God to
establish the Reformation in England.
HENRY BULLINGER'S sermons
were ordered to be read by all the English clergy, and their influence
was largely and widely felt throughout our country.
For several of the past generations the link has been preserved by
an only son. Our beloved brother, Dr. BULLINGER, himself is one of
two sons, and, his brother being dead, he is the sole representative of this
ancient family.
We praise God for having kept him firm in the
Protestant faith. No one, we are sure, realizes more than he does that
it ii'l wholly of God's grace that he has been thus kept in these perilous
times.
He had the privilege of being at King's College, London, at the time
when the late DR. MCCAUL was the Professor of Hebrew, and the
present Bishop of Worcester the Lecturer, when the Bishop of
Gloucester and Bristol and the late Dean of Wells were the Professors
of Greek. It was these giants that gave our brother the taste for Biblical
studies, which ever since then have been his increasing delight.
It was not till after he entered the ministry that he understood the
Lord's dealings with his soul. Brought up in Arminian teaching from
his earliest breath, it was nothing but the grace of God that could
have delivered him and brought him out clean and clear into the true
Reformation doctrines as to our calling and election of God.
His trumpet gives no uncertain sound as he proclaims, not an impotent Father, a disappointed Christ, or a defeated Holy Ghost, but
an Omnipotent Father, a Victorions Christ, and an Invincible Holy
Ghost, and shows that the will of God the Father is the source of our
salvation, the work of God the Son is the channel of it, and the witness
of God the Holy Ghost the power of it.
For many years he has been the secretary of the Trinitarian Bible
Society, which has for its object the circulation of uncorrupted versions
of the Word of God, and holds that the work of a Bible Society is to
circulate the best translation that can be obtained, in contradistinction to the older Society, which holds that, "the work of a Bible
Society is to circulate the best translation that people will take."
Dr. BULLINGER, though a very busy man, is a diligent writer, and
his works are widely known.* It was for his great work, "A Critical
• They a.re published by him at No. 7, St. Pa.ul's Churchyard, London, E.C.
D 2
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Lexicon and Concordance,"" that the late ArchbiEhop of Canterbury conferred upon him, in 1881, the honorary title of Doctor of Divinity.
For about seventeen years he was at Walthamstow, where, by God's
help, he built a church, parsonage, and schools; but in 1889 he was
compelled to give up parochial work and leave his beloved and loving
people, as his strength was not equal to the threefold strain of his
parish, Society, and literary labours. For the last three years he has
been at Brunswick Chapel, in London, but the lease expirlld at Christmas last, and he now waits the Lord's appointing for him another
sphere of testimony suited for his strength and his position.
WHO ARE THE BEST CHRISTIANS 1

IN preferring a warm heart to a clear head, you certainly judge by the
rule of Scripture. "The Lord looketh on the heart" (l Sam. xvi. 7),
not to the stature, the address, the intellect, the rank, or wealth of
a person. These are to the man no more than the trappings to a
horse, which is the same animal, whether laden with panniers or
dressed in a fine caparison. So, at the theatre, people do not admire
an actor merely .for the character he sustains, but for the manner in
which he performs it. "All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness
thereof like the flowers of the field" (Isaiah xl. 6). The mass of
mankind may be compared to grass, and those who are distinguished by irrtellectual or external accomplishments of any kind to the
flowers, which look more gaudy, and are, perhapfl, a little taller than
the grass, but whe~ the mower comes, the scythe finds no difference; both fall by the same stroke, and wither with equal speed.
Indeed, I believe the mostly lively grace and the most solid comfort
are known among the Lord's poor and undistinguished people. Every
outward advantage has a tendency to nourish the pride of the human
heart, and requires a proportionable knowledge of the deceitful self
and the evil of sin to counterbalance them. It is no less difficult to
have great abilities than great riches without trusting in them. And
believers who are remarkably sensible and clever are frequently teased
with whims and vagaries of thought, which do not trouble plain
people. If I were qualified to search out the best Christian in the
kingdom, I should not expect to find him either in a professor's chair
or in a pulpit. I should give the palm to that person who had the
lowest thoughts of himself, and the most admiring and cordial thoughts
of the Saviour. And perhaps this person may be s:Jme bedridden old
man or woman, or a pauper in a parish workhouse. But our regard
to the Lord is not to be measured by our sensible feelings, by what
we can say or write, but rather by the simplicity of our dependance
and the uniform tenor of our obedience to His will.-John Newton.
DUTIEs.-Observed duties maintain our credit, but secret duties
maintain our life (or liveliness). -Flavel.

* My dear children pnsented me with this work some few years since.
i(an invalua.ble aid to my study of the Scriptures.-ED.
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MEMORIAL TO THE LATE BELOVED EDITOR.
ON Sunday, November 19, an interesting ceremony took place in St.

Luke's Ohurch, Bedminster, namely, the unveiling of a memorial which
has been erected there to the memory of the late beloved Editor. At

the invitation of the Vicar and Ohurchwardens, the eldest son of the
late Editor, the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A., Rector of Ore, Hastings,
attended and preached in the morning from Hebrews xiii. 7, 8, "Remember them which have the rule over yon, who have spoken unto you
the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their con-
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versation. Jesus Ohrist the same yesterday, and to day, and for e\Ter."
The day was an extremely cold one, and a bitter north-east wind was
blowing, but a large congregation assembled of old and new attendants
at St. Luke's, and much interest was manifested in the proceedings.
At the conclusion of the sermon the Vicar, the Rev. W. F. JEPSON,
observed that they had met to honour the memory of their late aged
and revered pastor. His name needed no memorial, for that noble
church itself was a memorial to him. It must not be supposed that
the subscribers to the tablet which had been erected, and which was
about to be unveiled, considered that it was really a worthy memorial
of their late pastor, but it was a humble and unpretending token,
presented to the members of his family, as a mark of the lasting
affection which they had for him. Mr. JMfES I!isKIP, in the course of
a brief address, recalled the fact that thirty-two years ago he and
many of those who were assembled there had united. in worship with
their late pastor in a temporary wooden church; and he bore testimony
to the faithfulness and clearness with which, both in
humble edifice, and also in the permanent one, the doctrines of the
Gospel had been preached. Mr. BAKER, one of the Ohurchwardens,
then read an address, alluding to the love which the parishioners
cherished for their late pastor, and affirming that they considered that
it was fitting that some distinct and conspicuous memorial should be
placed upon the walls of an edifice which was erected mainly by his
instrumentality. The memorial was then unveiled by Mr. DOunXEY.
It consists of a handsome tablet of white and black marble, mth red
granite pillars, and is extremely chaste and appropriate. I bears the
following inscription :"Sacred to the memory of the Rev. DAVID ALFRED DOunXEY, for
thirty-two years Vicar of this parish. Born March 8th, 1,,11; died
April 21st, 1893. Whilst in eternity many shall testify to the power of
his ministry, both in the pulpit and by his prolific pen, this edifice, together
with St. Luke's schools, institute, and vicarage, remain as a monument
of his energetic zeal. 'He being dead yet speaketh.'''
"How stands the case, my soul, with thee?
For heaven are thy credentials clear?
Is Jesus' blood thy only plea?
Is He thy great Forerunner there?"
Mr. DOUDNEY warmly thanked the subscribers to the memorial, and
the Vicar and officials of the church, both on his own behalf and on
behalf of his father's widow and other members of his family, for
their kindness in erecting so suitable and so beautiful a memorial;
and he expressed the earnest hope that the blessing which had been
vouchsafed to the ministry of his beloved father in that parish and in
that edifice, might be continued abundantly to his successor.
THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES.-Fear God for His power; trust Him for
His wisdom; love Him for His goodness; praise Him for His
greatness; believe Him for His faithfulness; and adore Him for His

holiness.-John Mason.
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THE UNVEILING OF THE TABLET RAISED IN MEMORY
OF THE LATE DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,
IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BED1\HNSTER.
THE eldest daughter of the dear departed has written us the following choice account of this deeply touching scene, which we are sure
will be read with the deepest interest by those who revere his memory.
Ah! what an unveiling it has been to the dear one himself, who is now
basking in all the glory of the presence of Him he so loved when
with us. Christ was All and in all to him here, but who can describe
the A II and in all above?
1\1rs. ADAMS has also added some notes of the sermon preached by
the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY on the occasion referred to, and which we
are sure will be read also with deep feeling:A VISIT TO BRISTOL.
It was with mingled feelings of pleasure and pain that we seated
ourselves, in the train en 1'oute for Bristol. Four years had passed
away, and oh, how much had happened since we visited it last!
Memory was busy with the past as we viewed again the once familiar
scenes, and as we trod the old streets; thoughts of dear ones we had
loved, who were now in glory, came over us, and we longed for

"The touch of a vanished hand,
And the sound of a voice that is still."
The whole place seemed peopled with ghosts, and new faces and
forms filled the vacant spots, and sadly we entered into CHARLES
LAMB'S regrets on revisiting a town he had not seen for years: "As
he passed through the streets, there was no one who knew him or called
him 'Charley.'" Perhaps what struck us most was the change in the
busy streets themselves. What we had known as "old Bristol" had
disappeared, for new houses bad replaced the picturesque old ones that
we had loved so well. We could hardly believe we were in Redcliffe
Street, until we found ourselves face to face with the magnificent
structure known as St. Mary Redcliffe Church, and heard its beautiful
bells ring out in their old familiar tones.
The new Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminstel', had very kindly asked
my brother to meet a number of the old Sunday Schoolteachers and
members of the congregation at an " At Home," but Saturday, November 18th, was a day long to be remembered for its awful storm. We
encountered a regular blizzard as we went up the hill to the Vicarage,
so that very few were enabled to venture out on such a night, because
of the weather. But from all present we received a kindly welcome,
and though sadness mingled with the hearty greetings, yet we felt it
to be a real pleasure to be amongst, our father's loved people once
more: they were borne upon his heart to the very last; many were
mentioned by name on his death-bed. We were so thankful, too, to
speak to the mothers, in what used to be his printing office; tears fell
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fast as we spoke of him who was gone, and yet through all our grief
was not there the rainbow of promise-the looking forward to the
future, as he said himself, "Soon the parting will be over, and then
there will be only the meeting to look forward to" ~
Our dear brother was wonderfully helped to give a noble testimony
to the faithfulness and love of our covenant-keeping God. And we
desire to express our· gratitude to the Vicar and his helpers for their
kind and cordial welcome to us.
The beloved correspondent" Nettie " writes: "It was a solemn occasion to those who knew and loved the dear Doctor going to St. Luke's
on Sunday morning. The familiar road, the familiar sound of the bells
of the dear old Church, but above all the beloved pulpit, so lovingly
referred to again and again by him, the scene of his happiest hours
on earth, as he often said, it was indeed 'saC1'ed gronnd.' "
The opening hymn, "Still, still with Him," suggested our late
pastor's still continued life with Him above. "Still, still with Him,"
though passed from earthly view. The tension of feeling to us was
perhaps the greatest when his revered son stepped into the pulpit; we
recalled how many times we had seen the dear old saint, with bowed
head and clasping his Bible, ascend those self-same steps. How "the
old, old story" was told so sweetly by the son; and we heard the
final scene on earth so touchingly described, the triumphant lay of
victory, the beautiful "Swan song." How pathetic the recital of the
tender spirit mourning over weak faith! The heavenly Father knew
the yearning, knew the struggle, knew the highly-strung, susceptible
frame, knew the physical suffering acting on the sensitive soul, knew
all, and often gave him, oh, such vividly sweet messages spoken "to
his heart."
How he loved that expression! Only the Spirit-taught
family can realize the rapture of those personal love tokens.
Like the Patriarch whose name he bore, often-times his soul was
"bowed down"; but often, on the contrary, his soul was "lifted up,"
and he would sing, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all
His benefits." His dying testimony, also. was the counterpart, "Fear
not, nor be dismayed: for the Lord, even my God, will be with thee;
He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (1 Chron. =viii. 20).
After the service was over the memorial tablet was unveiled
by Mr. DOUDNEY. How the black and white marble, with the
dear, dear name inscribed upon it, and the record below, "Died
April 21st, 1893," struck a chill- a realization, so to speak, that
he is indeed gone from us, as if we looked on his grave. The
Church around is his real memorial, with its many adjuncts of
schools, vicarage, soup-kitchen, mission-hall. Nay, these are not his
real memorial, but the hearts whom the Spirit hath quickened through
his words and comforted. Through these, "He being dead, yet
speaketh," as recorded on the tablet, and will speak eternally. And
so, though with bowed head and falling tear3, we left the sacred
spot, yet with his dear children-his son and daughter present on
that occasion-we look forward with them to the glorious appearing
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and all His saints with Him. Oh, how
sweet, how joyous the reunion, the welcome, the knowledge that" we
e:ha1l never part again!"

Tile Gospel llfagazine.

41

NOTES OF SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A"
ST. HELEN'S, ORE, Nov. 19, 1893, IN ST. LUKE'S, BEmHNSTER.

\

\

"Remember them 'Which have the r'ule over you, who hcwe spoken unto you
the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Chr'ist the same yesterdcty, cmd to-day, nnd f01' ever."-HEBREWS
xiii. 7-8.
Very beautifully our dear brother spoke from those words, "Remember
them who have the rule over you" (who, as the margin has it, are the
guides, the shepherds of the flock). They are spoken of elsewhere as ambassadors-standard bearers-officers. Hence the strong exhortations,
"Take heed"; "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth" (2 Tim. ii. 15.)
I. "Remember." How soon forgotten! How are we to remember 7
First-As those who have spoken the W01'd of God.
Secondly-As those who have told us of ChTist.
The preacher had lately been given some kind of seeds; he had seen
that they had been planted, watered, and due care taken of them, and
yet they gave no sign of life: meeting one day with the gentleman
who had given them to him, he asked the reason " Why they did not
show any sign of life 1 " "Oh," said he, "don't you know ~ they
will be two years before they come up." So, continued the preacher,
with the seed sowing of the Gospel. It may be years before there
is any sign of life; the seed is lying dormant all the while.
Thirdly-So as to follow their' faith. Be ye "imitators" (the Revised
Version has it). "Considering the end (or result) of their conversation"
(or manner of life), " Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to day and
for ever." Apply this, dear readers, to yourselves and to your late
dear pastor. Remember him who for thirty years spoke the word of
God to you from this pulpit (the most loved spot on all the earth
to him). Remember his faith in the I. covenants," in the promises of
God. In life and in death he trusted in them. He had passed away,
his voice would never be heard resounding through those walls again,
but his words would never be forgotten.
And then the preacher summed up with a few words to the COIlgregation on their present position; asking them to help and strengthen
their new minister in the difficult work he had undertaken, to rally
round him, and, above all, to sustain him with their prayers.
Now they have got to heaven, they have got home. They have got
to their Father's house. They find more comfort a thousand times,
now they are got home, than they did in their journey. It was a
wilderness that they passed through-a difficult road. There were
numbers of difficulties in the way-mountains and rough places. They
were forced to layout themselves to get along, and had many wearisome days and nights; but now they have got through-they have
got to the place they sought-got to their everlasting rest. They
need travel no more, nor labour any more, but enjoy perfect rest and
peace, and will enjoy them for ever,-Jonathan Edwar'ds, 1785.
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THE LATE LORD EBURY.
THE REV. MARl\1ADUKE WASHINGTON, in a sermon at Portman Chapel,
paid a warm tribute to the memory of the late Lord EBURY, as "the
oldest member of the congregation":Born in the year 1801, Lord EBURY was in his ninety-third year.
He was a regular worshipper in this church, and on last Sunday
week he knelt with us at the Sacrament of the Supper of our Lord.
He, with the Earl of SHAFTESBURY and the Earl of CHICHESTER, fo~med
a noble trio of English peers-men who brought honour and credit
to the branch of the Legislature to which they belonged. They have
now joined each other, the conflict over and the rest attained. Lord
EBURY was one who, for many years of an active public life, threw
his influence and personal sympathy into the great cause of public
philanthropy and Christian effort. He was deeply attached to the
Church of England, and gave the best years of his life as a leader
of others to stem the inroad of practices and teaching condemned by
the Reformation. In his private Christian life he was distinguished
by great conscientiousness and great humility, with an earnest love to
the Saviour and His cause and childlike trust in Him. Not long
ago, on my inquiring one day after his health as he stayed to speak
with me after our morning service, his answer was brief and
expressive, "Nearer home"; and now," Absent from the body, he is
at home with the Lord." We shall miss him from our midst. Let
us pray for those whom he has left behind, and especially for him
who succeeds to his earthly position, that their sorrow may be
softened, and that the holy influence of his life may ever animate
them and draw them closer to the Lord whom he loved. Let us
pray that God will raise up faithful servants who will take these
vacant places in His Church on earth for the upholding of His truth
and the honour of His glorious name.

~attb'iuorh

far 1894.

EMMANUEL, BRISTOL.
"BE YE SEPARATE."
(2 COR. vi. 17.)
We Christians live in a fallen world (Rom. iii. 9, 23).
The world is the sphere in which Satan rules (John xiv. 30).
All who do not believe are his subjects (2 Cor. iv. 4).
So the union of the Church with the world is unholy (2 Cor. vi.
14.18).

Hence obedience to Christ requires separation (James iv. 4).
Hence God's command, "Come out, and be separate" (2 Cor. vi. 17).
For this purpose ChristiansAre chosen out of the world (John xv. 19).
Are redeemed out of it (Rev. v. 9).
Are called Ot~t of it (1 Peter ii. 9).
When Christ comes the separation will be final and complete
R. CORN ALL, M.A., Vicar.
(Matt. xxv. 31, 32).
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JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
THE following account of the conversion from J udaism of Rabbi
LICHTENSTEIN will be read with deep interest and thankfulness. We
cull it from the Q'Ua1·te1'ly Reco1'd of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
Oh, what joy must entar the heart of a Jew when, after so long
looking :lnd waiting for his coming Messiah, Jesus reveals Himself to
him with those life-giving words, "I that speak unto thee am He."
Much encouragement has met our workers among the Jews of late.
May their hands be strengthened to the advancement of Christ's
kingdom, ever remembering that, ,( Christ crucified, unto them which
are called, both Jews and Greeks; is Christ, the power of God and the
wisdom of God":Rabbi LICHTENSTEIN has been forty years the Circuit Rabbi of
Tapio Szele, in Hungary, beloved and revered by his own people, and
by all beside who know him.
About eight years ago a terrible blood-accusation was raised against
some Jews in a neighbouring town. A Christian girl, who served by
day in a J ew's house, was missing, and at once the family we~e
accused of her murder, for the purpose of obtaining blood for theIr
approaching Passover service. The very charge showed ignorance, and
the body of the girl, found drowned, without any mark of violence
upon it, ought to have exculpated the accused, but the charge was
continued. There was great excitement through all Europe, and much
correspondence in the various papers.
Rabbi LICHTENSTEIN watched tbe whole with the greatest interest,
and was especially attracted by that which was written by a few
Christian writers, notably by Professor DELIZSCH, of Leipzig. He felt
he must acquaint himself with the principles of Christianity, and know
He appealed to no one for information.
what they really were.
Thirty years previous to tbis he had been shown a little book by one
of the teachers employed in the schools under his care. It was a
Hebrew New Testament which had been given to the young man,
but Rabbi LICHTENSTEIN took it from him -in anger, and reprimanded
him for having such a book in bis possession.' Instead of destroying
the book, however, he put it in his library, and there it remained for
thirty years without being read, until his curiosity and interest were
aroused by the sad story just related. It was not without an inner
..:onflict that he took the book into his hands to examine its contents,
but he felt drawn to read on and on until the scales fell from his
eyes, and the veil was lifted from his heart, and he beheld the glory
of the only-begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth. . A wonderful proof truly that, "The word of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul!" At first he kept his new-found treasure concealed, not
venturing openly to declare his faith in Christ. Soon, however, .he
began preaching in his synagogue new doctrines, the power of whIch
was felt, although their source was not known. Jesus was spoken of
under the Hebrew form of the name, "Joshua," and the Sermon on
the Mount and the ethical teaching of Jesus were at first the chief
topics of his discourses. The people crowded to hear. Three years
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passed, and then, after a telling sermon on the whited sepulchre of
Judaism, he frankly confessed that the well-spring of the new doctrines
had been the New Testament. From this time he worked not for his
immediate neighbourhood only, but for the Jewish nation. He wrote
pamphlets, entitled. "My Testimony," "Love and Conversion," &c., full
of glowing love to Christ. His language is sublime, as though inspired,
and his office as Rabbi of Tapio Szele caused his writings to be eagerly
caught up and read as soon as they issued from the press. Then
pel'secution began.
He was cited to appear before.a synod of the Rabbis assembled
at Buda-Pesth. This is in itself a testimony to the effect which his
confession and writings were producing. This synod proposed to un~o
the mischief already done. They desire Rabbi LICHTENSTEIN to dISclaim the authorship of the pamphlets. This failing, they wished to
induce him to sign a paper asserting that it was during a season ?f
temporary insanity that they had been written. In vain, for he saId
he had only now come to his right mind. Then they urged him, if
he could not retrain from speaking of Jesus, to be baptize(z, and join
smne church " well knowing that he would then be looked on as lost
to the nation, and his influence as a national teacher be gone. To
this he replied, that he had a right, as a Jew, to believe on the
Jewish Messiah.
The synod has no power to put him out of office, unless his own
congregation appealed for it; but his own people, who had known
him for forty years, were greatly attached to him, and nothing could
persuade them to ask for his removal. His enemies, however, did not
fail to use every opportunity to harass and persecute him, and every
attempt was made to alienate his people from him. His adherents
have been boycotted by the Jewish merchants of other cities, some
have been ruined, and it is this which at length has caused the
Rabbi to resign his loved work in his own synagogue, although most
of his people cling to him still.
These were his own pathetic words at the meeting in the
Mildmay Conference Hall, which was arranged to welcome him on
his recent brief visit to I ..ondon. After describing the present fallen
condition of Israel, he said: "And because I, as an aged Rabbi, who
have been enlightened by the wonderful grace of Christ, esteem it my
holiest duty to cry to my people, '0 Israel, return unto the Lord
thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.' 'Kiss the Son lest
He be angry, and ye perish from the way when His wrath is kindled
but a little;' because I cannot forbear uttering in tones of thunder
such and similar cries, I am hated, persecuted, robbed of my sub.
sistence; so that now, after labouring faithfully as a Rabbi for forty
years, I find myself in myoId age [he is in his sixty-ninth year]
without a place where to rest my weary head. It is true that kindhearted brethren in Christ have from time to time, with the best
intentions, said to me, 'Come with us (that is, join this or that
Church), and we will do thee good;' but, like the prophet Jeremiah,
who, in spite of the persecutions and sufferings he had endured from
his own people, rejected the proposal of the general of the victorious
army to accompany him to Babylon, where he should live ill comfort,
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aud chose rather to weep among the ruius of Jerusalem, to dwell in
the midst of his unhappy people, to comfort, to warn, and to instruct
them; so will I also tarry in the narrow circle of my own people, in
'Cast away
order to proclaim unceasingly from their very midst.
from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and
make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, 0
house of Israel ~ "
Efforts have been made from time to time to win him for this or
that Church or society, including the Papacy, which sent to him more
than one emissary; but it would undoubtedly be a great loss to the
cause of the Gospel among the Jews were he to join any Church or
missionary society, as in that case the special weight attaching to his
testimony as a Jewish Rabbi would to a large extent be gone. He
purposes, God willing, as soon as possible, to move to Buda-Pesth,
the capital of Hungary, where, like Paul in his own hired house, he
will receive all who come, and testify to them of the Kingdom of
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses
and out of the prophets. But, perhaps, as in the past, his chief
means of usefulness will be his pen, in the wielding of which for
Ohrist God has given him special power.
A Oouncil has been formed for the purpose of sustaining Rabbi
LrCHTENSTEIN in an independent position, free from all societies,
during the few remaining years of his life.

LED ABOUT.
I AM indeed" led about," and exercised in various ways, but especially
as to my present position and mode of life. Laid aside, as I am, from
the precious work of the ministry, I cannot but mourn-and that deeply,
too-after past scenes and seasons. To be silenced after so many years
of active occupation, at least professedly in the Lord's service, is a
trial which those-and those only-who are called to the same can
understand. In spite, however, of my general tone of mind, I am,
at times at least, not without hope that the Lord has still some little
work for me to do. Take, for example, yesterday. First I fell into
conversation, on shipboard, with a coast-guard officer. He knew the
locality in Ireland where I so long laboured. He listened with much
interest to my account of one of the coast-guard men, in particular, for
whom I had personally so high an esteem, and in connection with the
removal, by death, up the Baltic, the providence of God was so remarklLble. In spite of his previous fears to the contrary, the provision made
on behalf of his widow and six fatherless children, was most encouraging. The stranger of yesterday (now located on the south-east
coast of England) gratefully received the booklets which I proffered
him.
The next friend 1 fell in with was a retired, and somewhat
elderly person, a gentleman of most pleasing bearing, for many years
in the army. I have written particulars of our interview for Old
.Tonathan. Engaged as he was in active service throughout the
Orimean war, his escapes and preservation from a violent death were
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most marked. As he lifted his hat and pointed to a slight mark just
above the right temple, he stated it was the effect of a bullet, which
so gently grazed the skin as for him not to feel or have any knowledge of it, only by the trickling of blood down his cheek, caused by
the slight wound the bullet had made. I was pleased with the way
in which he responded to my remark as to "hoping he had seen the
hand of his Deliverer at such a crisis." We had much conversation
whilst crossing the Solent and passing up the Southampton Water. He
listened with special interest to certain facts which I bI'ought before
him, as illustrative of the power of godliness, and of solid scriptural
peace and eternal safety being based firmly upon "The blood that
cleanseth fTom all sin."
He accepted my little booklets with great
readiness as we finally parted, in all probability till we meet at the last
great assize.
My next interview, on the return passage, was with an old resident
at Southampton. As we spoke more particularly of certain ministers
connected with the town in byegone years, a mutual interest was
awakened. He had attended the ministry of the late Dr. WILSON, so
long incumbent of the parish of Holyrood. It brought to my recollection a remark he made in one of his sermons, some sixty years ago.
"Satan," said he, "being foiled in his efforts to destroy the infant
Church, instead thereof, set up a mock system, that of Antichrist, or
the Papacy."
My next talk was with a very old inhabitant of Southampton. There
was a history attached to a n/;lar relative of his that has closely follo'lled
me for more than sixty years. Lessons-never-to-be-forgotten lessonshave I learned therefrom, although of so delicate a nature that I dare
not make the slightest reference thereto. Notwithstanding, hOII'ever,
there are features in his case that have laid him with much 'IIeiaht
upon my heart. After a union of nearly fifty years, the Lord has s~en
fit to lay His affiictive hand very sorely upon his life-companion. He
himself seems all at sea, in a spiritual point of view. I sought to
divert him from his favourite topic-his strong political bias-and to
bring to his thoughtful and deliberate consideration the striking and
wide-spread visitations of the times in which we live. The old comment
was, as usual, made, that these things occurred in byegone days, only
there were not the same facilities for making them known as in
the present day. That argument I sought to meet by comparison.
The events of past days, I pleaded, were neither so numerous,
fatal, or frequent as now. Moreover, that past calamities made a far
deeper impression than now. Varied, widely disastrous, and common
as they are now, they are, as a rule,· attended with the utmost indifference, and the very slightest impression upon the part of the
community at large. I pleaded both the preaching of Christ and His
disciples, as to the signs and tokens of the approach of the last days.
I appealed to him as a man of business, as to "distress of nations,
with perplexity." Was it not a true state of the times? What con·
fidence was there in trade 1 I then sought to show in what real peace
and safety consisted, even in the blood and 1'ighteousness of Jesus. He
accepted my booklets with an interest that led me to hope that he
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would "read, mark, and inwardly digest them," especially under the
circumstances of so keen an affliction in his household.
From the foregoing simple record of facts, I cannot but hope that
even now, in myoId wom-and-weary state-and silenced, with respect
to the pUblic ministry of the Word, as I am-the Lord may thus condescendingly and very graciously be making some little use· of His
poor and despondent servant,
Southsea, S1tnday Morning, July 24th, 1892.
THE LATE EDITOR.

OLNEY IN 1893.
TN the Leisnre HoWl' we read as follows :-" Great changes arA to be
seen in dear old Olney, the town associated with the names of OOWPER
and NEWTON, and in late years described by the graphic pen of HUGH
MILLER in his 'First Impressions of England.' The' Great House,'
for the meetings at which the' Olney Hymns' were composed, has long
since disappeared. The bridge across the Ouse is now being removeclthe bridge of many arches, , tha,t with its wearisome but needful length,
bestrides the wintry flood"; the bridge across which the mind's eye
still sees the post-boy, "herald of a noisy world," riding with the
"news of all nations lumbering at his back," is being demolished. It
is to be replaced by a modern iron structure. The walls and the
recesses of the old bridge exist no longer. OOWPER'S house in the
market-place, and the summer-house in the garden, and the rectory,
and other places famed in song and story, yet remain. Many there
were who saw the old place with pleasure and with regret, when the
bones of JOHN NEWTON were re-buried in Olney Ohurchyard last year,
when removed from St. Mary Woolnoth, in the Oity of London."
Only a few months since, a friend of mine was taking some clerical
duty at Olney, and during his visit, sought the far-famed house of the
poet. He found· it given over to the painter's and decorator's hands,
and one of the men drew his attention to a space by the fire-place in
OOWPER'R sitting-room. "See here, sir, we were stripping the old
papers off this wall, and came upon this writing," and there, to our
dear friend's delight, he found written on the blank, whitewashed wall,
"There is none like unto the God of J eshurun, who rideth upon the
heaven in thy help, and in His excellency on the sky, The eternal
God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and He
shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy
them" (Deut. xxxiii. 26, 27).
His thoughts immediately flew to the poet, who, in some time of
despondency, had found solace in these words of promise, and had set
them there as a seal to remind some other cast.down one in veal'S to
come that the God .of Jeshurun rideth upon the heavens f~r their
help.
It was with much regret that some others, going to the house to look
at the writing on the following day, found it covered with the new
wall-paper. One would have liked to see this text preserved round
'
and shown as part of the interesting relics of OOWPER'S house.
G. O.
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,Sermons ann !totes of ,S.ermolts.
SOME NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY
REV. J. ORMISTON, ON SUNDAY, MAY 21sT, 1893.

THE

"Now therefore ye are no more stmngers and foreigners, unt fel1011citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon
the fonndation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesll.> Christ Himself being
the chief CO'l'lWj' stone; in whom all the bl~i!ding fiUIJ franwd together
gmweth unto an holy temple in the L01'd; in vj/wm ye also are bl~ilded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."-EpHESIANS ii.
19-22.

WE are sinners of the Gentiles. This Epistle is addressed to believers
"Ye being in time past Gentiles in
gathered out from the Gentiles.
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands j that at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world." That was our position, beloved, before
Thank God, some of us, through the sovereign grace
God called us.
of God, are now made very nigh-so near, we cannot nearer be; there
we are, accepted in God's beloved Son-no flaw against us-clothed
from head to foot. God will not suffer anything to injure us. To be
without Christ is to be "without hope," but we possess a hope divine.
"He that believeth on Him shall not be confounded." "There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
Accepted in the perfection of God's beloved Son. Look at the people
What a
whom the Apostle was addressing-ye sinners, Gentiles.
glorious text! "Now therefore"; don't forget the "therefore." "No
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and
of the household of God." How does this come about 1 The secret
is in the 13th verse, "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." Oh, dear friends!
as saved sinners we ascribe all the glory to God, in the gift of His
adorable Son. Christ is the sum and substance; whether for Jewish
sinners or Gentile, salvation is wholly by the blood. The far-off
aliens and strangers to God "are no more strangers, but fellow"itizens with the saints of God." Now, this has reference not to New
Testament saints only, for God had a people from righteous Abel
down to the saints whom Paul addresses, made holy by God
Himself, all of His own making. He reserves that work to Himself,
through the Holy Ghost. "Now no more strangers, but fellow-citizens."
Of what city ~ Their names inscribed. And who inscribed the Book ~
God Himself, who loves sinners, whether under old or new dispensa.
tion. Sinners loved of God, inscribed in the Lamb's book of life.
Who their Keeper, if not the Great Shepherd of His sheep, angels and
principalities being subject unto Him ~ Christ has the names loved of
His Father in His safe custody. Oh, wouldn't Satan delight if he had
the book five minutes, as we see him in Eden ~ Why, eternity itself
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(and I believe in a real hell) could not tell the consequence, if one
name were marred. It might be eternal destruction. But oh, that
book is in safe keeping, dear child of God. We bless God the citizens
of the heavenly Jerusalem are kept secure by the King of the city,
and their eternal interests cannot be tampered with. All God's people
are peers; they are equally His as sinners redeemed by blood and
quickened by the Holy Ghost; none is before another, and none is
greater than the other. Each is a bone of the mystical body of Christ,
and those we think least of are more necessarv. God has no favourites
in His family; He loves equally all His people. "All souls are Mine."
He cannot say more. Yes, they are fellow-citizens with the saints, all
God's family, all covenanted; redeemed by the same blood, clothed
with the same righteousness, kept by the same Power in the same
Heart. 'What peers! Royal peers! In an earthly peerage there are
a few of royal blood, but in God's house all are of the royal family,
the children of the Great King. No priority. Here it's the heir
apparent, but in the house of God all are heirs alike-a whole Christ
as the property of each believer, and yet one Christ for all. A great
mystery, but a fact.
"Built upon the Foundation "-the Temple-a figure selected by
God. God is building Himself a resting-place, and the Holy Ghost
has ever been the efficient Agent in this edification. The same Holy
Ghost works through all the ages, old and new. Saints are the temple
of the Holy Ghost, "built upon a foundation "-upon whom? "All
the building fitly framed," &c. They are grace-called sinners; wha,t a
mercy! There can be no question about che foundation here. In
man's buildings it may be discovered there is not a trustworthy foundation; but not so with God's building. What God first laid was well
thought out, the temple in which He will dwell for ever. "This shall
be My rest for ever." Not a tabernacle or tent as in the wilderness,
which was to make way for a building, which Solomon raised at great
cost; but the temple of God is likened to a permanent one of solid
foundation. "Apostles and Prophets, Jeslls Christ Himself being the
chief corner "-rest upon one another-members. Our only stability,
prosperity, peace, and comfort is this - being built upon "Apostles
and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief corner" ; nor. out
of sight, but the "corner stone." This is an ascending stone as the
building rises. True, it was first laid in J oseph's sepulchre, but it did
not remain there; those who knew Him on earth communed with Him.
"I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world; again,
I leave the world, and go to che Father." So that the fOllndation stone
is also the topmost stone and foundation. Notr.wo stones. Christ
crucified-buried-ascended, and seated at the Father's right hand.
What about the Prophets and Apostles 1 They are His witnesses;
they foretold how He should redeem His people. His soul should not
be holden in death. "Thou hast ascended up on high." So we delight
to think Old Testament believers built their hopes on that on which
our poor faith is also builc. Sure foundation! Ah! the grace of God
keeps hold of sinners and unites them to Christ in the power of an
endless life.
" In whom ye also are builded for an habitation of God through the
E
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Spirit" "In whom" 1 Built upon Christ. Who shall separate 1 It's
the masterpiece of J ehovah's wisdom! They dwell in Him, and He
in them. The great Instructor said, "That they all may be one; as
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
Us." That is your place-in Him-in Him the Son. Not one
member of Christ can be dispensed with without violating the body of
Christ.
This is the secret, God dwelleth in him; "fitly framed
together," so that not one jot or tittle can be dispensed with. The
construction is a growing temple, nicely framed-growing into a holy
temple in the Lord. The Lord is moulding His saints down here.
God's Church is His own workmanship, and is a fit dwelling for
Himself. Some think that this temple is well-nigh ready, when it
shall be dedicated to the Lord. He is coming to possess it, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.

"GO FORWARD."

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I wanted to give you a Christmas greeting, and asked
for a word to send you, and this seemed to be given, "Speak unto
the children of Israel, that they go forward" (Exodus xi,-, 15). Then
there came these thoughtsGO FORWARD.
"G 0 forward" in the coming year;
E vel' God make thy pathway clear;
o 'er every steepest part uphold,
Revealing stores of grace untold
G ranting for need a full supply,
Each trial proving succour nigh.
Christ Jesus, Saviour to redeem,
o may He be thy glorious theme;
Wonders of grace may'st Thou record,
Evoking praises to the Lord;
Lifting the Gospel standard high,
L ove-God's free love-to magnify.
I have one more text that appeared to be part of the message for you,
"God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work"
(2 Cor. ix. 8). What a wealth of encouragement is here. Oh, for the
strong faith that would enable one to draw freely from such a store!
All grace-all sufficiency-in all things; may this be your happy
portion in the coming year, that so you may be able rightly to divide
the Word of Truth, to "give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for
thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth."
May wisdom be granted unto you to "speak the words which
become sound doctrine," and to comfort anxious believers.
Believe me, yours truly in Christian fellowship,
DecembeT 14th, 1893.
E. L. T.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editryr of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-The following letters-which have come to hand latelywill, I trust, assure our friends that our labour is not in vain in the
Lord. vVe have just despatched our Christmas parcels and boxes.
May the blessing of God rest upon them.
FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
I received your parcel safely; many thanks. I have circulated some
amongst my brother keepers, and some I have given to the minister
at the Seamen's Mission, a very zealous man in the cause of Christ.
He takes great interest in sailors and fishermen; I trust it may have
good effect. I am thankful to say I have found them very comforting
and encouraging, but I am too old now to visit the shipping, being
nearly seventy-three. I celebrated my golden wedding April 18th, and,
by the kind providence of our dear covenant God, surrounded by the
whole of my family, seven in number, having lost none, and, I am
thankful to say, the majority having their faces Zionward. I would to
God it was the case with all, but patience must be exercised; nothing
is too hard for the Lord. I hope I may be spared to see them brought
to Christ. I have often shown a light to gladden the heart of the
mariner: I pray the Lord may bless me with the light of His
reconciling countenance, that my remaining days may be devoted to
His honour and glory; and He shall ever have the praise, for the dear
Redeemer's sake.
FROM A LONDON WORKER.
Kindly accept hearty thanks for monthly parcel. I think it was 1884
when Mr. BRIDER first sent to me, and I can never forget one very
large box he sent me full of all kinds of books, and full of truth.
Through mercy, I can say I have faithfully distributed all he and you
have sent (for several years over 50,000 a-year), and I have confidence
that it has not been in vain. I have had much trial during the last few
years, and cannot do much now. I h.Q"lit'. t.1:l..~ \!"1:l..Q.':.t. t.\.~~ l. "'\),.'b.,\.\. ~ \'\",,\,,~'b
your help will be continued.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAILORS.
I have once more to thank you for your great kindness in sending me
the monthly parcel of Gospel literature for the deal' sailors. How many
during the recent gales have been swept from time to eternity through
watery graves! What an incentive this should be to work while it is
day, "for the night cometh when no man can work." When we think of
the sorrow there has been on the sea, it causes us great spiritual anguish
of soul respectin~ those that have been taken away by the fury of the
relentless sea. What bereavements and sorrow it has caused in many
homes by the havoc it has made. Surely these calamities indicate the
near approach of the Lord our King-" the sea roaring, and men's hearts
failing them for fear." Oh that we may lift up our hearts and rejoice in
the glorious prospect that the day of our salvation is nearer than when
we believed. I earnestly pray that the Gospel Book Mission may be used
of God in gathering out His people from amongst the men of the sea,
to glorify His name and magnify His sovereign and saving grace.
I am delighted with the Memoir of our late dear Dr. DOUDNEY. It is
quite impossible for me to express to you all the gratitude in my heart
for this beautiful book. It has come to hand quite in answer to prayer,
from our covenant-keeping God; £01' His poor servant had laid it before
Him that He would dispose the heart of some one, either to send the
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book, or the means to procure it. Blessed be His name, He has sent the
answer. I feel I cannot sufficiently thank you for your kindness.
With many thanks, and prayers that the good Lord will spare you
for many years to edit the Magazine and minister to His needy ones,
I remain, yours very sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, WiltQn Plcice, Salisbury, December 13th, 1893.
"HE IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPETH."
To the EditO'i' of the Gospel JI'1ga:ine.
DEAR SIR,-Reading the piece in this month's Magazine, "He is
not dead, but sleepeth," * reminded me of a few imperfect verses sent
to a friend some time since. I venture to enclose them. The Lord
still bless you in your labour of love, and let you feel it is not in
vain, is the desire of,
A READER OF THE :. GOSPEL ~L\.GAZINE."
"HE IS NOT DEAD, BUT SLEEPETH."
"He is not dead, but sleepeth";
"HE is not dead, but sleepeth,"
His trials all are o'er:
A quiet, peaceful sleep;
"He is not dead," but only gone
Then for thy dear departed one,
A little while before.
Oh, do not longer weep.

I

"He is not dead, but sleepeth,"
Now free from every care;
And, oh, it can't be very long
Ere you will meet him there.

"He is not dead," hut singing
Glad songs of praise abo,e;
And not a discord man the sound,
For all is perfect lo,e.

"He is not dead, but sleepeth,"
Now free from every pain;
And thongh you miss him very
mnch,
Your loss is his great gain.

"He is not dead," but praising
His Saviour and his King,
Who died to save his Eaul from
death,
And take away its sting.

"He is not dead, but sleepeth,"
Quite free from doubt and fear;
He will not know another sigh,
And never shed a tear.

"He is not dead." bUL resting
In the sunshine of His loveWe cannot know the happiness
Of those who are above.

"He is not dead, but sleepeth";
His sorrows all are past;
He now has entered into rest
That will for ever last.

"He is not dead," but taken
To his eternal home.
May we be ready for our change
'Whenever it shall come.

"He is not dead, but sleepeth"
To all that is below;
His life with Christ is just begun;
He doth his Saviour know.

Oh, let us look to Jesus,
Ask Him to be our stay,
And to support us when He doth
Our loved ones take away.

And when we have to lay them
Within the silent grave,
Then may we feel the Lord is good
In taking what He gave.

A. C.

* Our correspondent refers to the deeply interesting account of the peaceful end
of Mr. STARES, p. 745, in our November issue.'
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"EL SHADDAI "-GOD ALL·SUFFICIENT.
To the Editor of the Gospel llfagazine.
My VERY DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND,-I have enclosed one shilling in
postage stamps, and should be so much obliged if you would kindly send
me a few of your precious tracts. I had some a long time since and
valued them highly. I hope that you and all your family circle are
quite well. I increasingly love the dear Magazine, becauses it continues
so very faithful to the blessed old paths in your teaching, and in the
correspondence we have Christ lifted up, so that we can smell all the
~avour of His great name, person, blood, righteousness, and fragrant
mtercession. It hath a mouth to speak for Him, and may all the dear
readers have grace given to taste the sweetness and preciousness of
our Emmanuel, and may we all be drawn more and more together in
the bonds of love in these truly sad and awful days. Let us pray
that we may manifest to the world the spirit which so supported the
early Christians in those times of most fearful persecution, their wondrous love to Jesus, and to one another for His sake. Those who
love Christ have nothing to fear, whatever their peculiar surroundings.
Our dear Lord, in His providence, as well as by His grace, carries
our lives in His loving hand. Blessed truth! our bread is in His cupboard j our money is in His pnrsp, j and our safety and comfort all in
His enfolding arms. My dear friend, I commend you to Him, who is
able to support, cheer, and strengthen you at all times, and who is
"El Shaddai" -God All-sufficient.
Yours in best bonds,
Weymouth.
T B
COMMENTS.
Dear brother in the Lord, whom I know to have passed through deep
trials, and to be now under a heavy burden, can you say, exultingly and
confidently, "El Shaddai "-God All·sufficient? Blessed be His name for
bringing one by His grace to such an assurance. But, dear brother, in
looking back upon our pilgrim way, can we not mark times when
(praised be the Lord !) He has borne with our impatience and naughtiness,
when in the spirit of rebellion under some trial and burden, we have
not trusted Him as Wfl ought 1 We have said in peevishness of spirit,
"Oh, it is all this religion of ours that brings us into such troubles
and trial. Look at so-and-so ! Worldly people; they go on righthearted and cheerful, while here are we in a low place, at our wit's
end, and know not what to do." And how has the dear Lord dealt
with us under such circumsta.nces 1 \Vhy, it just seems as if He had
turned a deaf ear to our rebellion, and, pitying us as a father pitieth
his children, proved to us that he is our " El Shaddai "-God
All-sufficient. And so He has brought us onwards and heavenwards,
displaying the greatness of His power and the depth of His love, in
spite of all our unfaithfulness amd distress. I am sure you and I,
dear brother, have experienced enough of His all-sufficiency, to make
us say to other tried and tempted ones, with Paul, ,. :hfy God shall
supply all your need, according to His riches in glory, by Christ
Jesus"; and we may remE'mber he was in prison at Rome when he
sent this message, "El Shaddai "-God All-sufficient, to his Philippian
brethren.
THE EDITOR.
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THE LATE CHURCH CONGRESS.
WE have read and heard so many conflicting opinions about this
Congress, some gushing and others grievous, that we welcome the
thoughtful and reflective utterances of one whose judgment we can
depend upon-our dear friend and brother, the Rev. THOlYIAS DAVIES,
of St. John's, Harbmrne. In his monthly letter to his parishioners
he writes as follows:The remarks I made upon the Church Congress in my letter
for last month, though described by some as being " strong
language," have brought me many letters of approYal from persons
in all parts of the country, and of all classes-some of them,
too, acc;mpanied with practical expression of gratitude for having
spoken out on the subject. One clergyman read it to his congregation
on the next Sunday, and expressed his entire agreement "ith all I
said. I do not know at this time a more ominous sign of the departure of the great mass of the clergy from the doctrines of the Church
of England than the Congress afforded. The conflict of opinion j the
differences so boldly defined j the audacious statements of doctrines,
and defence of practices abolished at the Reformation, and ha,ing no
place in our Prayer Book, the Articles, and Homilies, e:'l:cep a,s being
pronounced as unscriptural; the approval given by one section to the
sceptical statements of the Broad Church leaders, and by another section to the superstitious and Romish proposal of the Ritualists, presented to the eyes of every thoughtful observer a scene which might
make all lovers of the Gospel sad at heart.
The feeble, halting
language of some true men, the most apologetic tone in which they
spoke, the deference paid to great teachers of great names and
worldly fame, without any regard to the Truth of God, was as painful as it was palpable. Of course, if numbers and enthusiastic cheering by men of the most diverse views, is any credit to those who are
members of a Ch2l,rch Congress, or is consistent in the eyes of one
who reads in the Articles that they were" agreed upon for the avoiding
of diversities of opinion and for the establishment of conoent touching
true religion "-see Preface to Articles-why then there is nothing
more to say. "The foundations of the earth are out of course, and
what can the righteous do 1 "
"The tone was mixed-to compromisers sweet,'Twas not SINCERE, indeed, but 'twas DISCREET.
But where is TRUTH-distinctive, saving truth P
She's there, but muzzled. Oharity, forsooth!
Must keep her quiet, though ill at ease,
And tone her utterance down to minor keys.
Thus prudent, giving no offence at all,
She wins loud plaudit in the Congress Hall;
And thus the Union in the Ohurch's fold
Is Laodicean-neither hot nor cold."
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
A STRONG feeling prevails throughout the country that our navy is
not so powerful as it ought to be, and that in its present state, if
war were to break out, we should not be able, humanly speaking, to
maintain our national supremacy at sea. A largely attended and
influential meeting has been held in London to impress upon the
Government the importance of paying attention to this matter. Other
European nations have been steadily increasing the power of their
naval armaments, and unless we rapidly follow their example, we
run the risk of being left in the background, and seriously
jeopardizing our important colonial interests. But what a disgrace it
is that nations who profess to be influenced by the doctrines of
Christianity, and who can celebrate Ohristmastide with echoes of the
angels' song, "Peace upon earth, goodwill towards men," are perpetually vieing with one another in making preparations for mortal
combat, and living in mutnal suspicion and distrust, keenly watching
one another as to each other's intentions and movements, and incurring
what ought to be an utterly needless burden of an enormous expenditure, a .burden which seems to be ever on the increase rather
than on the decrease. And even supposing we go on incurring this
increasing expenditure, we have very little guarantee that it will be
of any avail. We are arming in the dark. We have no means of
knowing what the result of a single naval battle would be, fought
with modern ironclads and modern ordnance, and we might find in
one day that a very large proportion of our expenditure was utterly
thrown away. Except the Lord of Hosts be with us, our mighty
armaments and all our precautions against danger will be of little
avail.
The New Year opens upon us with a gloomy outlook. Trade is
greatly depressed; and it is likely to be so whilst strikes continue,
and there is such a suicidal contest between capital and labour. We
hear of moneyed persons reducing their establishments, and withdrawing their capital from commercial enterprises, where it has produced
fair dividends, and investing it in Government stocks, where it can
yield only a small return, for the sake of security; preferring to have
that small return, which they may regard as safe, to a larger return
which they are obliged to regard as unsafe. We hear, too, in different
directions, of farmers ruined, and of peasantry emigrating into the
towns, thus augmenting the already large proportion of the unemployed
and starving there. This is a very unsatisfactory state of things, and
no remedy seems to be forthcoming at present. No doubt it is permitted
for some wise purpose, and we certainly deserve nationally such troubles,
and much more, on account of our national sins and follies. ViTe have
enjoyed, as a nation, a long period of great prosperity j but have we
not, as a nation, to a great extent, ignored the gracious Giver, and
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been grossly ungrateful ~ If, then, His chastisements are visited upon
us, we need not be surprised. But-blessed be His name-we know
that in the midst of deserved judgments He remembers mercy.
~he Government has given us no intimation-up to the time at
whICh we write-as to itS' intentions with respect to Uganda. Bishop
TUCKER, who has arrived at home, gives some additional and remarkable details of the work going on there. Speaking of the men he has
kr: own amongst) the East African missionaries, he says: "In 1890 a.
remforcing party of ten missionaries was organized for tae Lake, of
whom six were graduates of Oxford or Cambridge. One of these men
had gained a first-class in Classici', and had open before him a brilliant
future at home. Of the four non-graduates, two were ordained, and
two were laymen. Of the ordained men, one had gained a tirst-clase,
and the other a second, in the Cambridge preliminary. Of that party
five are in their graves; one only has returned home, after having
been twice as near death as it is possible for a man to be without
dying, and the remaining four are at work in Africa. I myself have
stood by the graves of fifteen missionaries of the Uhurch Missionary
Society, who have laid down their lives for the cause of Christ in
Eastern Equatorial Africa. I will say nothing of those "ho survive,
but I believe them to be endued with the same true martyr-spirit as
those who have lived and laboured and died for their fello"l\-men.
The devotion which has led them to sever the ties of home and
country, to leave the pleasures and lawful ambitions of civilized life,
and to encounter the dangers, depression, and difficulties of a life in
Darkest Africa, asks for no praise or compliments from men; but, at
least, it might be spared the sinister criticism of those who are scarcely
in a position to sit in judgment on them or their works."

"Ve are glad to observe that the sale or use of opium in Burmah has
been prohibited under British authority. The following notification has
been published, and it has an important bearing upon the question in
India and Ohina: 'I The Government has decided, after consultation
with its officers and with the priests and the most respectable personR,
to prohibit the possession or use of opium in any form by Burmans in
Lower Burmah just as in Upper Burmah. The use of opium is condemned by the Buddhist religion, and the Government, believing the condemnation to be right, intends that the use of opium by persons of the
Burmese race shall for ever cease."
The honoured secretary of the Irish Scripture Readers' Society,
Captain KEARNEY WHITE, writes to say that, from a very long study of
Ireland's history, he has no hesitation in saying that amongst all classes
and cenominations of the kind-hearted country people there is now an
opening for Scripture truth such as he never knew or heard of before.
He adds: "There are openings now for all Evangelical truth, provided
it is offered in a kindly and loving spirit, and our cry is therefore, as
of old, I Oome over and help us.' The work is great, and the labourers
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are indeed few. It is sad to all Christian workers in this country to find
that there is so little aid being given towards the Lord's work in Ireland
from England and Scotland."
The progress of the venerable missionary, Dr. PATON, has been
described as being " like the triumphal march of a conqueror." Large
throngs have greeted him, and have sat spell-bound by his native
eloquence.
It is to be hoped that he will return to his work in the
Southern Seas cheered and refreshed, and with substantial help.
A profound sensation has been produced in Spain and France,
and, in fact, probably over the greater part of Europe, by the further
explosion of infernal machines; in the one case in a theatre at
Barcelona, and in the other case in the French Chamber. Several
persons were killed, and many seriously wounded.
This has
been the work of Anarchists, who seem to imagine that mankind,
especially the upper classes, has deeply wronged them, and that the
only effectual way of getting their wrongs redressed is to strike
terror into the hearts of their imaginary oppressors. Very strong
preventive measures have been taken against them by the Spanish
and French Governments, which will prohably have the effect of
checking their nefarious designs. It is high time that their designs
should be checked, or there is no knowing to what lengths they
might go; and it is very unsatisfactory to observe that they have
many sympathizers in London, who applaud their wickedness.
If Doctor BARNARDo be a sensitive man, he must be greatly annoyed
by the persistent efforts which are made to throw discredit upon his
noble work. Not only do the Roman Catholics attack him whenever
they get an opportunity, but jealous opponents abroad try to worry
him as well. He writes stating that, "These attacks proceed from
the Labour Party in Canada, who are anxious to exclude all emigrants,
good or bad." Their methods are as discreditable as their motives are
mistaken. A recent case illustrates this. "A boy fourteen years of
age is," says Doctor BARNARDO, "accused in Manitoba of murder. For
days or weeks the country rings with an account of 'A Murder by a
Barnardo Boy.' An acknowledgment of the error and a feeble apology
tardily follow after it has been proved up to the hilt that the boy in
question never was in any Home of ours! But dozens of papers which
publish the original accusation never trouble to publish the reply."
It is inevitable that a black sheep should be found here and there,
but Doctor BARNARDO declares it to be "a matter of incontrovertible
fact" that "less than 2 per cent. of all our youlJg emigrants are
failures, and only a fraction of 1 per cent. has been added to the
vicious or criminal population of Canada." These figures are given
on the authority of tbe Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Sir JOHN
CARLING. Doctor BARNARDo deserves the cordial sympathy and ready
help of all who take an interest in the poor waifs and strays of
London and of the provinces.
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Gospel Book Mission to the Al'my and Navy.

have been much interested in -reading the twentieth Report of
thl~ excellent Mission, the object of which is, (1) To receive literature
whICh shall be of a definitely free-grace character, and to forward the
same to agents residing at different parts of the world who will undertake the task of gratuitous distribution amongst seamen and soldiers;
and, (2) To collect funds for (Ct) Printing tracts; (b) General expenses;
{c) Purchasing sound reading for naval and military hospitals, lighthouses, coastguard stations, reading rooms afloat and ashore.
An additional interest is attached to this work when we remember
it is the labour of love of the widow of the founder.
The following touching reference is made in the Report:We refer to the late Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, the veteran Editor of the
Gospel Magcizine, who peacefully fell asleep in Jesus on Fri jay e,ening,
the 21st of April, in his eighty-third year. From the very first he took
the deepest and keenest interest in the welfare of the Mission and its
conductors. It was through his Magazine that the work was commenced,
and during the past twenty years he has inserted letters in it, and
referred to our work in the most friendly terms. We shall greatly miss
his loving counsel, advice, and help. He was a decided man of truth and
a thorough Protestant, and was the author of many rE'ligious books,
several thousands of which we have circulated through the agency of the
Mission. His book Walks and Talks with JeStiS has been made the means
of blessing to a large number of soldiers and sailors.
" And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
The new Editor (Mr. GEORGE OOWELL) and Publishers (~iessrs. W. H.
AND L. COLLINGRIDGE) of the Gospel Magazine have still cout;nued to
assist us by inserting letters in that periodical, and also by their friendly
references in the same. We beg them to accept our best thanks for their
great kindness.
Appended are a few statistics of the work during the year: ~umber
of grants made, 1,151; weight of e1(ports, nearly 4~ tons; number of
stations, 80; number of tracts printed, Nothing to Pay, 20,000.
The lengthened illness of my son prevented our doing much in the
printing line this ye.~r.
As stated in previous reports all boxes and parcels received are carefully
examined and -sorted, thus preventing any error creeping into our shelves,
to be again scnt off, which comes to us in various shapes, such as novels,
infidel and Roman Catholic books, and the numerous heresies of the
present day. All these, we may say, are burnt, but those which are found
to be useful are then stripped of their dirty covers, and the edges cut by
the guillotine, thus making them practically new books. This, of course,
applies to second-hand reading only.
We tender our very grateful thanks to all who have in any way helped
us during the year. The following, however, have a hearty tribute: Mr.
-GEORGE COWELL, Rev. G. HAZLERIGG, Rev. T. LAWSON, Rev. A. J.
BAxTER, Rev. E. MI'fcHELL, for kindly pleading the claims of the Mission,
and making collections; Mrs. BULLER for her handsome gift of bound
volumes; the Committee of the Trinitarian Bible Society for grant of
,Scriptures; Mr. T. HULL for kindly continuing the monthly parcel of
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Sower and LitUe Gleune?'; Mr. J. C. PEMBREY for monthly grant of Gospel
Bunnm'; Mrs. D. A. DOUDNEY (sen.) for supply of magazines; Messrs.
ROBERT BANKS AND SON for two large bales of EUTthen Vessel.

The long list of friends who have kindly sent us books, magazines,
tmcts, &c., precludes insertion here. We again thank them heartily for
their contributions.
In conclusion, may I ask every friend of the Mission to remember the
work and the workers in prayer. More prayer would result in larger
blessing. Our blessed Saviour has saId, "Ask, and ye shall re~eive."
"Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father: to
Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen."
THE WIDOW AND FATHERLESS.
Like my late dear husband, now in glory, I do not take a salary from
the ~1:ission, nor do I possess any private means of my own, but am
wholly dependent on the Lord for the support of myself and sons. While
thanking those friends who have so kindly ministered to our personal
necessities with their free-will offerings, we beg to say that we shall be
very grateful for the continuance of their thoughtful and voluntary help.
I desire to say that many of our personal supporters and those of the
Mission having gone to their eternal rest, we are earnestly asking the
Lord that new ones illay be added. May He graciously answer our
request.
Gifts of sound jree-q?'(lce reading, if clean, will be very useful, and illost
thankfully received, also Donations for the Book Mission, or its conductors, the" Widow and Fatherless." These may be sent direct to me
at the Office; or, if preferred, to any of our Auxiliary Helpers.
Your faithful Servant in the Gospel,
A N EVERARD BRIDER.

Jmnes GCtlvert j or, From Dark to Dawn in Fiji. By R. V ERNON.
London: S. W. Partridge and Co.
ANOTHER most interesting account of missionary life and labour. vVe
had the pleasure of repeatedly meeting Mr. CALVERT after he had
settled down to spend the evening of his life in England, and we shall
not easily forget him, nor the last brief conversation which we had
with him. We met him casually when out walking on a bright morning
in the early part of 1892, looking as he always did, happy and cheerful,
and we exchanged a few words with him on the beauty of the scetle
around, and the glory of the Father's home above. How his countenance
seemed to glow with joyful anticipation as he spoke! Little did une
think that in a few days afterwards he would be there!
We apptmd a few extracts :-About this time a pirath:al tribe called Mbutoni arrived at Bau, bringing
arge offerings of their spoil as tribute to King Tanoa. Human flesh
must, according to custom, be obtained, in order to entertain these war·
riors in proper style. Accordingly, a party under N gavindi, the chief of
the fishermen, set out in canoes to capture enemies, or, failing these,
friends, to furnish human food for the ovens. While lying in wait under
some mangrove bushes, a company of women were seen fisrring; of these,
fourteen were seized and brought as captives to Bau. News of the capture soon reached the mission house at Veiva, where Mrs. CALVERT and
Mrs. LYTH were alone with their children, their husbands having gone to
teach on other islands. The hearts of these noble women were filled with
horror at the thought of so many luckless creatures being sacrificed, and
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at once they determined to lose no time in going over to Bau in order to
try and stay the slaughter. With all speed a canoe was launched, which,
bearing the missionaries' wives, made for the Fcene of the feast. Before·
reaching their destination they heard the sound of the death-drums and
the firing of muskets, informing them that the horrid butchery had
begun. On arriving, they were joined by a Ohristian chief, and made their
way in haste to the king's house, where no woman was allowed to enter.
But forgetting ev~n their own safety in their earnest desire to save life,
they rushed into the very presence of the king, and made their request.
Tanoa seemed stunned by the audacity of the bold intruders, and ordered
the murders to be stopped. Nine had already perished, but five remained,
and were set at libert,y through the intercesslon of these heroic servants
of Jesus Ohrist.
Looking at the event, we cannot but wonder at the desperate courage
which took two women, unguarded, into the midst of these excited, bloodthirsty cannibals, with the intent of frustrating their cruel purposes, and
also at the success which attended their enterprise. Still, "e remember
that they were" strong in the Lord," and He who inspired their resolutl'
courage went with them into the dangers they were venturing to confront,
and influenced the hearts of these wild creatures to grant their request.
The state of the islands when Mr. CALV£RT first visited them may
be imagined from the following;The cannibalism of Fiji was not only the outburst of passion or enmity,
but was an institution mixed up with every-day life. The prac ice clid
not arise from scarcity of food; for even when every other kiud of food
abounded, human bodies (bokola) were looked upon as a delicacy, and
preferred by some before all other food. The higher the rank the more
this revolting custom was indulged in; and many of the chiefs so gloried
in the number of human bodies they had eaten as to keep a regist€r by
making a line of stones, one stone being placed for each body eaten.
The stones thus placed by two chiefs, Wangka Levu and Ra 'Cndre
Undre, were counted by a native teacher, and found to number nearly
nine hunched. Another member of the same family registered fortyeight previous to his becoming a Ohristian. As many as fifty bodies
have been cooked for one feast when vi"itors were to be entertained.
Among these would be found men and women of all ages, and enn
little children. N or did the cruelty of th~se people stop here, for the
victims of their revenge were sometimes fearfully tortured, and e,en cut
up alive before being placed in the ovens.
These ovens were deep holes or pits, dug from foul' to sil' feet deep,
and when required for a feast day, they sometimes reached fifty feet in
circumference. This hole, or oven, was first filled with firewood, on
which stones were placed. As soon as tbis wood was consumed, the
food to be cooked was laid on the hot stones, some of which was also
placed inside the animals if they were to be cooked wbole. Over this
a thick layer of leaves was spread, on which a coating of earth was
laid. When the steam was seen making its way through this covering
the food was cooked.
Green baskets were plaited, and large leaves prepared to receive
the food when removed from the ovens, during which operation great
activity and excitement prevailed.
The appetite for human food possessed by the Fijian of former times
is further illustrated by the following fact:A man named Loti, well known to Mr. WILLIAMS, had previously killed and eaten his own wife. It occurred thus: They were
working together, planting taro, when the husband seemed su~de~ly
to become possessed of a craving for human food. He made hIS wife
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help to dig an oven, collect wood for the fire, and grass and leaves for
the covering, also barn boo to cut up what was to be cooked. 'Vben all
was ready, be coolly seized the woman, killed bel', dismembered the body,
and then co;,ked it, calling his friends to join in thp- feast. She was of
equal ra.nk with himself, and they had Jived peaceably together, which
made the deed appear the more revolting.
But this earnest-minded missionary was able, at the close ot his
career, to pu blish such cheering particulars as these:The latest statistics to hand show extraordinary results of Ohristian
work; a.nd it is remarkable that where there was not a single Ohristian
in Fiji, in 1835, when the mission commenced, in 1885, when the jubilee
was celebrated, there was not an avowed heathen left in all the large
group of eighty inhabited islands. The returns show that in 1885 there
were 1,322 churches and other preaching places, 10 white missionaries, 65
native ministers, 41 catechists, 1,016 head teachers and preachers, 1,889
local prilachers, 28,147 fully accredited Ohurch members, 4,112 on trial for
Ohurch membership, 3,206 class leaders, 3,069 catechumens, 1,824 schools,
:2,610 school teachers, 42,807 scholars, and 104,585 attendants on public
worship, out of a population of 116,000.
To.day, canniballsm, widow-strangling, and infanticide are unheard-of
cruelties. And the vitality of the work is proved by the fact that the
oversight of all the Ohurch in Fiji is undertaken by the Australian Wesleyan Oonference, which supplies heartily-devoted white missionaries, who
work side by side with ordained native ministers and teachers. The Fijian
Ohurch is likewise continually sending native missionaries to other distant
islands, to preach Ohrist in other tongues. This many of them do successfully,
not counting their lives dear nnto them, that they may preach the Gospel.
The book is got up in an attractive style, and is well illustrated.

IlfemoiT of the Rev. D. A. Doudney. By his ELDEST SON and ELDEST
DAUGHTER.
London: W. H. and L. Oollingridge, 1-18 and 149,
Aldersgate Street, E.O.
WHAT can we say of this precious Memoir ~

Receiving it late in tile
closing month of last year, we could only ta}te a very cursory view of
it. Since this we have been able to peruse it attentilrely, and do not.
hesitate to affirm that it is one of the most blessed books we have
ever read. Once take it '.lp, and, if you feel as I do, your difficulty will
be to lay it down again. O~rtainly the compiler has had no scanty
materials to deal with. On the contrary, every detail of the chequered
life of this dear man of God is replete with interest, and every paragraph is precious. The Lord" orders the steps of a good man," and most
certainly it will be felt that he ordered all the steps of the late dear
Dr. DOUDNEY in a remarkable way.
The links of his life were marvellous indeed, and we can come to no other conclusion than that they
were of God's welding.
Tile early life of the dear Doctor was one of unusual interest.
Incidents so often graphically related by himself are recalled to memory
in these pages. Aptness to say and do the thing at the right moment
was his throughout his long, loving life.
Sweet humility marked
hi!'; career, and touchingly su is his first entry in his diary for
April 17 h, 1831. He says:I have long wavered between two opinions as to the propriety of keeping a ,diary, for I consider it so often proves an incentive to spiritnal
pride, and (if I may be allowed the expression) not llnfrequently to soul
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dishonesty; but still, on the other hand, I think it beneficial. Possessing
a depraved nature, which ever runs parallel with the devil's darling
temptation-that of unbelief-we ever need a something more than our
common memory to bring to our recollection past mercies-mercies in
the various changing circum stances of life-in darkness and light; in
prosperity and adversity; in sickness and health; in temptation and
deliverance: and experience teache~ us that where God the Holy Ghost
is pleased to bring these varied dispensations home with power to the
mind, it often cheers and animates our drooping spirits. and gives a hope
-yea, a humble confidence-that He who has delivered will yet deliver:
that He who has been our God will yet be our Guide even to the end. It
serves also to show us our growth in grace and knowledge; reveals to us
the sweet work of the Spirit in our hearts; and gives us a hope that we
shaH realize the fulfilment of His promise, that "where He has begun a
good work, He will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ." Again, in
keeping a faithful record of the Lord's dealings with us, we perceive the
delightful connection between prayer and praise; that where God has
in mercy shown us our real necessities, and put a cry into our hearts after
those things of which we stand in need, we are enabled, in His own good
tim.e, to record His divine faithfulness and love in the gifts of His
providence and grace. And, above all, I think we have the authority of
Scripture on the subject, for we read with respect to the Lord Himself,
that" a book of remembrance was written before Him for them who
feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name." As to order or
connection in a diary, there is but little, for the Christian's life is one of
apparent contradiction, and one that runs quite contrary to that which
would have been chosen by flesh and blood; but it is no less one ill
which the sweet operations of a wonder.working God are ever, more or
less, apparent. May this, my humble attempt, be to the glory of God,
and in no wise to gratify sinful pride and vainglory.
Again we have a precious experience on pages 46 and 47, days of
anxiety in connection with his literary work, followed by days of sorro'"
and difficulties; and truly, as his biographers write in speaking of hi..,
domestic bereavements on page 55, "We can imagine what an effect
these repeated strokes had upon a loving and sensitive nature."
Chapter ix. is a noble protest against the errors of Roman Catholicism
and its insinuating teaching; whilst threaded throughout all his life',;
history we are constrained to see how that in all his ways he acknowledged Him who was His Guide, Counsellor and Friend.
Ordained by the Right, Rev. R. DALY, in 1847, Dr. DOUD~EY received
his first appointment to Bonmahon, the scene of his wonderful labour~
in that priest-ridden country for so many years. Self was put on
one side, and he was ever busy about his Master's errands, and proving
Him Israel's God of Providence and Grace.
How striking a proof are we given on pages 104·108, when in
seeking divine direction as to a passage whence to address these poor
peasants, his mind is led to John x. 16.
The statistics of his work in Ireland the reader will read to his
astonished delight, volumes of gracious truths by the thousands being
circulated through the instrumentality of his printing press-no easy
task, combined with famine scenes and religious persecution. Then
comes after-work in England, and his attention and interest directed
to church and school building at St. Luke's, Bedminster, which our
readers ~ill find extend from Chapter xxiii. and onward to the end.
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Dear friends, our beloved and now glorified brother was a remarkable
man. " Weak as water" in himself, he rolled himself constantly upon
Omnipotent power and strength; and walking close to God, his stronghold was drinking into the counsel, purpose, and will of Jehovah concerning him and his pathway in life, and carrying such out, as led
and taught by the Lord.
The tenderness of his characte1' was well known by all who loved him, and
this was constantly evidenced in his care and thoughtfulness for the young.
The Word of God was his constant companion, and as he realized its
divine truth so he gave it out to others.
He had the "pen of a ready writer," but what he wrote was worth
reading, and" he being dead yet speaketh."
His dnad and fear of death was well known, and that, too, even in
riper years; but, for the comfort of other timid ones, we can affirm the
dread was all taken away when the reality of death was before him,
and he died in peace, pmject peace.
The BTitish Protestant. Bristol: Will am Macle
EVERY Christian who values the principles of the glorious Reformation should take in this valuable monthly, edited by an able and
faithful watchman on the walls of Zion.
Christendom (so called)
would do well to listen to his warnings. The present issue, in addition to the important matter it contains, has three engravings. How
it can all be issued at the small sum of onB penny is to me marvellous. Dear reader, you would do well to obtain it.

Read'ings in Sc1'iptu1'e S11bjects for 1894. London; W. Wileman.
WE have received this pape!' of Scripture subjects from the author.
It is suited for Sunday School teachers and scholars, and for lovers of
systematic Bible reading. The subject for each month is given, and
the chapter wherein that subject is found, but not the text. That
the reader is to search out and mark for himself in his own Bible.
The sheets are printed at one penny, or six shillings and sixpence per
hundred post free. The subjects are well chosen and spiritual.
By the 1Rev. F. B. MEYER, RA. London:
Morgan and Scott.
THIS work consists of expositions of the Epistle to the Hebrews. The
author truly ob~erves that "there are two strong tendencies flowing
around us in the present day: the one, to minimize the substitutionll,ry
aspect of the death of Christ; the other, to exaggerate the importance
of mere outward rite"; and he considers that to each of these
erroneous tendencies "the study of this great Epistle is corrective."

The Way into the Holiest.

A Book of Stmnge Sins. By COULSON KERNAHAN, author of " A Dead
Man's Diary." London: Ward, Lock, and Bowden. Pp. 195.
THE object of the author of this book appears to be good, but we do
not like the way in which he has endeavoured to further it. He represents different kinds of crime and sin, such as drunkenness, murder,
lust, pride, &c., in the influence which they have upon the souls of the
persons who commit them; but why describe in imaginary detail their
blasphemies and vileness ~
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Silent /Sermon.
London: G. Stoneham j or direct from the
Author, the Rev. J. ORlVIISTON, 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton,
Bristol.
THIS is one of the" Grains of Truth" series, and precious grains of the
seed of life they are. It is a most touching narrative, and will prove a
precious morsel to those who have learned to trace the guiding hand of
their Father iu great and small events. Anything coming from the pen
of our dear brother is at once choice and savoury. May the Lord long
spare him to labour abundantly in the work in which his heart delights.
These little booklets can be had for one penny each, or six shillings per
hundred. Scattpr these " grains " far and wide, dear readers: they are
" golden grains."
"Looking 1mto Jes1~s" ; 01', TVords of C07l1~sel and Comfort fOi' the Ne1u Year,
By K. B. London: W. Wileman j Leicester: the Author.
THIS is another of K. B.'s excellent penny tracts, founded upon
Hebrews xii. 1, 2, and contains, first, a few characteristics of the people
referred to. Secondly, the admonitions given to ;;hem. Thirdly, what
is said of Him to whom their attention is dra"n. The spiritual
reader will find in these pages the same precious truths "ith which
the writer has oft-times delighted to feast her readers. ::IIay many
crumbs from the Master's table be their portion on perusing these
pages.
Recent Explorations in Bible Lands. By the Rei'. T. :;-rcoL, RD.
Edinburgh: George Adam Young and Co. Pp. 76.
VERY interesting and valuable. It is a Hand-book, or Bible-class Textbook, giving in a condensed form a clear description of the remarkable
discoveries which have, in recent years, been made in Bible lands. It
contains an excellent map, a full index, and copious references to other
works upon the subject.
Also Received :-" The Life of Mrs. Booth"; "Keywords of the
Inner Life "j "Only a 'White Butterfly"; "The English Churchman" ;
"The Christian," &c., &c.

A

EVERY day shall surely bring its temptations and its troubles, and
present still stronger evidences of the total depravity and total
inability of the creature to help himself. But though he fall, and
though his hope be daily brought to its last gasp, he shall not be
utterly cast down; for the Lord of hosts, even the Lord mighty in
battle, upholdeth him with His hand, and hath engaged His eternal
truth, His almighty, everlasting strength, and infinite wisdom, to bear
and deliver him and bring him to glory. Oh, hOI\' such exercises
endear the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. How precious that
blood which can cleanse such aggravated guilt. HolV invaluable that
righteousness which can constitute so grievous a siuner perfectly just,
before a God of "purer eyes than to behold iniquity."
How dear
that electing love that choose such a wretch, and "hich only intends
the mortification of the sinner's pride, and to render itself more conspicuous and glorious, 1110re sure and immutable, to the soul by all
these trials.-T. Ha1·dy.

